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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

* All trustworthy restoration of corrupted texts is founded on a study 
of their history.’ This principle, long established in the recension of 
classical and biblical texts, is implicit in the work of Shakespeare’s 
earlier editors, but its full implications were first made complclcly 
explicit in the criticism of A. W. Pollard, R. B. McKcrrow and Sir 
Walter Greg. Their study of Elizabethan books and theatrical docu¬ 
ments in the light of collateral evidence hitherto neglected or misin¬ 
terpreted enabled them to redraw on more probable and intelligible lines 
the history of the versions in which Shakespeare’s work has been trans¬ 
mitted to us. The gap the earlier editors left between Shakespeare and 
his text, they closed : minutiae—such as the original punctuation— o:lcc 
considered negligible, they have made relevant for the iutcrprciation of 
the text. 

'This development in critical method has prompt(?d the present 
revision of the text of Shakespeare that Messrs. Collins iirst published 
nearly ninety years ago. Fhat edition was based on the work of the 
earlier editors, and their contribution to the elucidation of the text is 
naturally still invaluable. The lines arc now numbered as in the great 
Cambridge edition of Clark and Wright. 'Phey were the first editors to 
provide so simple but necessary a means of rclbrence ; and by this and 
their authoritative survey of all previous editions, digested in a com¬ 
pendious textual apparatus, they greatly facilitated subsequent work on 
the text. It is LiiilortLinaic that the standard concordance tbllows the 
line-numbering of their Globe edition, for there the references no 
longer always correspond with that of the apparatus, so indispensable 
to all students of the text, of their major edition. 

'Phe range of detail that now confronts a general editor is so extensive 
that he is necessarily indebted not merely to previous editors but more 
and more to scholars who have made an intensive study of some aspect 
or portion of the text. Of the many special contributions that I have 
found most helpful 1 must name Dr. Greg’s The Variants in the First 
Quarto of "King Lear \ and its sequel. Professor G. 1. Duthic’s ‘ old- 
spelling ’ edition of the play ; Professor David Patrick’s The Textual 
History of" Richard ///’, a study of a text that shares a peculiar history 
wTth l,car ; Professor ]. Dover Wilson’s The Alanuscript of ‘ Hatnlet 
and its sequel, the critical study of the play by Professor Thomas 
Parrott and Professor Hardin Craig, an edition admirably adapted 
cdiioruni in usiim. In the interpretation of the punctuation of the early 
texts—for to reproduce this punctuation would merely confuse and 
mislead the general reader—I am indebted to Dr, Percy Simpson’s 
Shakespearian Punctuation and to the studies of the late Alfred Thiseiton. 
To the glossaries of Dr. C. J. Onions and R. J. Cunlilfe I am conscious 
of owing much; and I have found helpful matter in the work of Professor 
M. A. Shaaber and Dr. Richard Flatter. 

The complete editions I have consulted with advantage include those 
by Mr. M. R. Ridley and G. L. Kittredge and that by W. A. Ncilson and 
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Professor C. J* Hill. Lastly I must mention the edition still in progress 
edited by Professor J. Dover Wilson, although my debt to him is not the 
least T have to acknowledge ; for whenever I have ventured to disagree 
with him on general principles or their particular application, I have not 
spared myself the expense of second thoughts. 

My personal thanks arc due to Mr. George F. Maine, ‘the onlie begetter’ 
of this revision, for his constant encouragement and assistance ; to Mr. James 
C. Harrison and the caseroom staff for their courtesy and patience in spite 
of my many requests ; to Mrs. Hilda Bone for all her care and pains in the 
task ; and to Sir Walter Greg and the Syndics of the Cambridge University 
Press for their generous permission to reproduce the special transcript of 
Shakespeare’s contribution to Sir Thomas More, 
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INTRODUCTION* 

I T IS Still true in the study of Shakespeare that ‘ the dispersion of 
error is the first step in the discovery of truth The scholarly 
criticism of his plays, which found but casual expression in his liie- 
time and took systematic shape only in the eighteenth century when 
men of letters and scholars found the editing of his works a source of 
profit or reputation, began by remarking that he ignored the Rules, 
d'hese rules or laws of the drama were generrdizations from the practice 
of the Greek dramatists ; and Renaissance critics and their eighteenth 
century disciples regarded plays that failed to conform to these Laws 
as deficient in Art. Shakespeare ignored the Rules so constantly that 
his critics, however much they admired his natural powers, could not 
accept him as a great Artist. 'I'his opinion is still maintained to-day by 
men of distinction in letters ; but it is an opinion born of a fashion in 
European thought that has passed away, and it survives only as a 
prejudice that will no longer bear critical examination. 

It is now realised that this demand for the scholarly imitation of the 
external or accidental features of classical masterpieces is an appeal to 
the letter not to the spirit of Art. No one to-day will argue that 
Westminster Abbey is inferior as a work of art to St. Paul's because the 
Gothic builders were not so familiar as \X'rcn with ' the four regular 
orders of Greece Indeed, the complete revolution wrought by the 
progress of European criticism is best seen in the altitude of the French, 
who v’crc the most jealous guardians of wiiat they considered ‘ classical ’ 
form. The French were in this phase of their culture as severe in their 

*To spar;; ihij reader a succession of fo-oinotcs, I inciuioii here some ol the 
studies I should otherwise have to rcl-cr him to in passing. J. S. Smart's 
ShaLu'speart:: Trulh uuJ 'I'niiirion^ ‘a new landmark in Shakesyiearc scholai ship ’ 
is the best introduction to a study of A Lift: of Shakespeare by j. Quincy Adams ; 
the student will then be in a position to profit by Shakespeare: A Study of Facts 
and Problems by Sir Hdmimd Chambers. The best idea of the structure of 
Shakespeare's theatre is given by The Globe Playhouse by John C. Adams, of 
Shakespeare’s Audience by Alfred Harbage's Shakespeare^s Audience. On dramatic 
quc.stions Granville-Barker's Prefaces arc most helpful. Bradley's Shakespearean 
Trayedy is still an important guide in interpretation, and those who fancy that 
recent ‘ historical or objective ' criticism has outmoded his method should read 
Alfred Harbage’s As 'They Liked It. Dr. Tillyard’s Shakespeare''s Hisiorv P/ays 
is a valuable study of Shakespeare’s attitude to his material and of the implications 
it suggests ; and in Dr. Ivor Brown's Shakespeare can be seen the reactions to 
academic opinion of one familiar with the modern theatre. All Dr, Hotson's works 
have added valuable touclics to the social background of Shakespeare’s life and 
his Shakespeare's Sonnets Dated makes further apology for the dates here suggested 
for Shakespeare’s ‘ Inrst Period ' unnecessary. Pollard's Shakespeare's Fiyht zeith 
the Pirates is the ideal preparation for Sir Walter Greg’s The Editorial Problem in 
Shakespeare, an authoritative review that will enable the reader to study with 
advantage Professor 13ovcr Wilstm’s Introductions to the Cambridge ‘ New 
Shakespeare’. I’hc views summarized in the introduction now before the reader 
will be found argued in some detail in the writer’s Shakespeare's Life and Art. 
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denunciations of their own early architecture as they were of the lawless 
Shakespeare. Now France is proud to reckon the buildings they once 
despised as Gothic as their greatest and most original contribution to 
the art of the world. And for the very same reasons the English may 
now claim that Shakespeare is the greatest artist to whom their race has 
so far given birth—a dramatist unsurpassed^ as all acknowledge, in the 
gifts that nature alone can bestow, but as unsurpassed for the judgment 
that gives to work almost as various as nature itself the unity and 
commanding power found only in the world’s supreme masterpieces. 

When Rowe in 1709 and Pope in 1725 ventured on the systematic 
criticism of Shakespeare, so important did the Rules seem to them and 
their contemporaries that they deduced from Shakespeare’s practice 
three important conclusions that w^ere long accepted as almost self- 
evident. First : Shakespeare could not have received any instruction 
w'orthy of the name of education, and consequently Stratford where he 
w^as born and brought up must have been peopled merely by ignorant 
and unbookish rustics. Second : the form in which Shakespeare cast 
his dramas, not being prescribed by the Rules of Art, w^as dictated by 
the dramatist’s desire to gratify, in his pursuit of gain, an ignorant and 
untaught audience. Third : so little interest, except financial, did 
Shakespeare and his even more ignorant fellow-actors take in his works 
that his plays were transmitted to posterity in so sadly mangled a 
condition, so full of interpolations from hands other than his own, 
that it was hardly possible to judge in many instances which were and 
which were not his writings, or to believe that we had them in a form 
even approximating to that in w^hich he left them. 

On the first and third of these issues modern criticism has shown 
that in general the truth is the very opposite to what was once so 
confidently maintained ; on the second the wiser judgments of the 
great critics of the past are being gradually confirmed and developed. 


S 1 R A T F O R D 

I N Elizabethan England every self-respecting community made careful 
provision for the education of its children. Measured by this standard 
the inhabitants of Stratford could claim an honourable place amongst 
their countrymen. Education had in its beginnings in England been the 
business of the Church, but, like many other functions of the Church, 
education had in the course of the Middle Ages been transferred to lay 
administration ; and the school at Stratford had passed from the Church 
into the keeping of the Guild of the Holy Cross, the organisation in 
which the social instincts of the locality, according to the fashion of 
the time, found expression. There has been a long-standing belief that 
the schools of England were largely the creation of the Reformation, but 
this serious historical error was exposed by A. F. Leach; and in his 
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Social History of England Sir George Trevelyan has summarised the true 
course of events when he says that it was not the Reformation that made 
the Schools of England but the schools that made the Reformation. In 
1553 the school at Stratford was renamed The King’s New School of 
Stratford-upon-Avon ; but the school owed nothing to Edward VI or 
his Council, and was not new by some centuries. 

This renaming of the school merely marks the change from the old 
Guild system to a more modern form of administration in which 
Stratford became by Royal Charter a corporate borough under a 
Bailiff, Alderman, and Burgesses. The new Common Council, whose 
original members had all served on the Guild, now paid the Vicar 
and the Schoolmaster and administered the properly and revenues of 
the Guild. It was during this period of transition that the poet’s father, 
John Shakespeare, came to Stratford. 

John Shakespeare must have left his father’s home in Snitterfield, 
some four miles to the north of Stratford—where his father Richard 
Shakespeare worked as a yeoman farmer—at least seven years before 
1552. In that year is found the first mention of him in Stratford records, 
and he is already in business as a glover in Henley Street; and to 
become a member of the Craft of Glovers, Whitetawers and Collar- 
makers, he must have served a seven year apprenticeship. By 1557 
John Shakespeare had so prospered in business that he was able to 
return to the district of his birth to marry the youngest daughter of 
Robert Arden, the gentleman from whom his father, Richard Shakes¬ 
peare, rented his land. 

Further than Richard Shakespeare no one has yet traced with any 
certainty the poet’s paternal connections. But on his mother’s side he 
was related to one of the great families of the West Country, for Robert 
Arden came of a younger branch of the Ardens of Park Hall, a family 
settled in the Arden district of Warwickshire, from which they took 
their name, from before the Norman Conquest. 

Of the marriage of John Shakespeare and Mary Arden there were 
eight children—four sons and four daughters. William, the third child 
and first son, was christened on 26th April 1564. The only member 
of this group to survive the poet was his younger sister Joan, who is 
mentioned in his will. The other three girls died in infancy, and though 
his brothers reached manhood they too predeceased him. 

In the year of his marriage John Shakespeare was elected to the 
Common Council and soon took a leading part in its affairs. lie acted 
as Chamberlain for four years—a term of office without precedent in 
Stratford—presumably because he was specially qualified for keeping 
the borough accounts. In 1568 he became Bailiff, and by virtue of his 
office a gentleman entitled to his coat of arms. In 1577, however, after 
twenty years of continuous service, he suddenly ceased to attend the 
Council meetings. 

It has been conjectured that in his zeal for public affairs he had 
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neglected his own business ; and he certainly, at this time, was or wished 
to be taken for a poor man, mortgaging as he did a valuable property 
inherited by his wife. The authorities however took a different view 
of his circumstances : in 1580 he was summoned before the Queen’s 
Bench in Westminster and lined £^0 for failing to provide security 
that he would keep the Queen’s peace ; and on the same day he was 
fined another £20^ as he had stood surety for another man in the same 
position as himself. That this was the outcome of the measures of 
John Whitgift, the new Bishop of Worcester, who had come to Worcester 
as he was later to go to Canterbury to restore church discipline, there 
can be little doubt. John Shakespeare’s troubles therefore were probably 
political not financial, and that he was a ‘ recusant ’ there is no doubt, 
though the grounds of his discontent arc unknown. 

In 1582 his son William married Ann Hathaway the daughter of an 
old family friend. The licence was issued in November 1582 ; the 
first child of the marriage, Susanna, was born in May 1583. Ail 
attempts to show from an examination of the Bishop’s Register and the 
circumstances of the marriage that it reflects discredit on either party 
rest on the unhistorical conjecture that the church ceremony was then, 
as it would be now, the marriage ceremony. The church ceremony, for 
which the licence was obtained, was in respectable lilizabethan society 
frequently no more than an after-ceremony to the marriage proper ; 
the licence is in no respect out of the ordinary. Ann Hathaway may have 
been eight years older than her husband, but this is not absolutely 
cciiain, and even if it were this wxmid be no proof of irregularity. 
Those who still insist that there was some impropriety in the matter 
may be asked to produce their evidence. In February 1585, the twins, 
Hamnet and Judiih, were christened at Stratford. 

How Shakespeare intended to support a wife and family is a natural 
question, and fortunately the only tradition about Shakespeare’s youth 
that has any trustworthy pedigree behind it supplies the answer. The 
group of traditions that gathers round Rowe’s account of Shakespeare’s 
deer-stealing and of his prosecution by Sir Thomas Lucy has not only 
no pedigree but is contradicted by the fact that there was no deer-park 
at Charlecote at that time, the Lucy family establishing one there only 
in the next generation, 7 'he passage from the first scene of TJic Merry 
of Windsor that is regularly cited as Sliakespeare’s reminiscence 
of this adventure is more probably the origin of the story itself; and, 
as Professor Hotson has shown, any personal reference in the lines may 
be directed towards a man very dificrent in character from Sir Thomas 
Lucy. This and the other popular stories about Shakespeare’s youth 
arc the kind of conjecture commonly drawn in to fill the vacuum that 
biographers naturally abhor. The story however that the youthful 
Shakespeare was a country schoolmaster rests on a quite different 
foundation. The antiquary John Aubrey, who made a valuable series 
of notes on the men of Shakespeare’s generation, was advised to visit 
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William Beeston, then an old man, but well informed about the history 
of the stage, for he, like his father, Christopher Bccston, had been an 
actor and actor-manager. His father, Christopher, had actually been 
in the same company as Shakespeare for a number of 5’ears. That 
Aubrey discussed with Beeston the observation by Jonson on Shake¬ 
speare’s ‘ small Latin and less Greek ’ is revealed in Aubrey’s note : 

‘ Though as Ben Jonson says of him that he had but little Latin 
and less Greek, he understood I.atin pretty well, for he had been in 
his younger years a schoolmaster in the country 

In the margin Aubrey recorded that his authority was Mr. Beeston. 
Shakespeare’s next step—his departure to I.ondon—is a venture 
that needs no fanciful embroidery to make it intelligible. Conscious, 
like a later country schoolmaster, of the genius within him, he naturally 
sought the field where alone his talents could find their full employment. 


LONDON 

T hose who think of Shakespeare as an ignorant youth driven by a 
wrathful landlord from his careless rustic existence have now to 
explain how he started on his new and very different career in London. 
It is not surprising that some look elsewhere, to Bacon or to Lord 
Oxford, for the author of Hamlet or the So>mcts ; for the explanation 
usually offered is as improbable as the transformation it attempts to 
account for. Shakespeare began, wx arc told, by rewriting the pla3"s 
of others, among them those of Robert Greene. Why the works of a 
writer who boasted of a degree from both Universities should have been 
turned over to an illiterate ncw-comer is hardly to be understood ; and 
the evidence that was for long advanced by scholars in support of this 
stor}’^ is now seen lo indicate a different and more natural course of 
events. 

Those, however, who accept Beeston’s statement that Shakespeare 
had been a schoolmaster find no difficulty in understanding his begin¬ 
nings and progress as a dramatist. No miracle except that of genius, 
no hidden hand, whether that of Bacon or Lord Oxford, need be 
invoked. Shakespeare began as any educated young man might have 
begun by adapting for his purposes the models prescribed by the 
fashion of his time, the Latin authors familiar to him from his schooling. 

Before grouping his plays in the approximate order of their com¬ 
position one important obsci'vation that emerges from such a chrono¬ 
logical arrangement as almost self-evident must be considered. Viewed 
as a whole and as the successive episodes in the life of one creative mind 
his plays reveal in their creator powers of development and self-criticism 
found, whether the medium be music, or painting, or literature, only 
in tlie greatest masters—those who gave to their art the devotion of a 
life-time. To suppose that this development could come by chance or 
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from the mere desire to gain the applause or money of the ignorant is 
to deny the evidence of experience. Shakespeare had of course to make 
the major contribution to the fortunes of a large and important Company 
of actorS;, and at times this part of his task affected his work, but such 
plays as Hamlet and Othello are clearly the creations of a man who had 
thought long and deeply about his art. A later and in its own opinion 
belter instructed generation did not hesitate to deny to Shakespeare 
even the ludiments of stage craft. The more carefully, however, 
this side of Shakespeare’s work is examined the more clearly it is seen 
to be skilfully contrived for his own stage ; and, w^hat is more important, 
the more clearly it is seen that his craft is not an end in itself but the 
technical mastery inseparable from any powerful manifestation of art. 

Beginning then with plays fashioned on the models then approved— 
plays so little like his masterpieces that they arc frequently attributed to 
other hands—Shakespeare soon developed an original style of liis own 
that commanded the applause of a wide public. In spite, however, of his 
popularity and success he was not content to repeat himself but from 
about his thirty-fifth year started on the scries of tragic masterpieces, 
matched, if at all, only by the drama of ancient Athens. Nor do the 
works of his later years echo in feebler tones these triumphs but bring 
with their colouring and glow the splendid evening to the noon-day 
intensity of his genius—a conclusion visionary and apocalyptic. 

FIRST PERIOD 

From Shakespeare's arrwal in London (1584) to his joining the 
Lord Chamberlain's men (1594) 

N o definite date can be given for Shakespeare’s arrival in London; but 
by 1594 he had a body of work to his credit that must have occupied 
a considerable number of years. Naturally no details survive of his 
London connections when he was still unknowm to the world, but what 
evidence there is indicates that he was for a time at least a member of 
Lord Pembroke’s Company, and that for them he wrote some of his 
early plays. 

Before the end of this period Shakespeare had established himself 
as a popular dramatist and as a poet of whom much was expected. The 
first reference to him in print, from the pen of the poet and dramatist 
Robert Greene, provides, indirectly, evidence of his success. Greene 
had failed to find in London the reward he expected for his work, and 
his irregular life was closing in misery and want. lie felt with much 
bitterness that a WTiter received but a small return for his plays com¬ 
pared with the drawings taken by the performers ; and on liis death-bed 
he wrote for publication a letter to some playwrights with whom he 
claimed acquaintance, w^arning them by his own fate against depending 
on such ungrateful employers as the actors, 
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‘ Base minded men all three of you, if by my misery you be not 
warn’d ; for unto none of you (like me) sought those burrs to cleave— 
those Puppets (I mean) that spake from our mouths, those Anticks 
garnisht in our colours.’ 

Greene then, as the allusions indicate, goes on to attack Shakespeare 
not merely as an actor but also as an actor-dramatist whose success, 
thoLigli undeserved, was making it more difficult for Greene and his 
friends to gain a living, 

‘ Yes trust tiicm not; for there is an upstart Crow, beautified with 
our feathers, that with his Ti.ger\s heart zirapt in a Player's hide supposes 
he is as wcW able to bombast out a blank verse as the best of you ; and 
being an absolute Johamics fac totuni is in his own conceit the only 
Shake-scene in a country.’ 

Soon after Greene’s death his friend Chet tic printed tliis letter in 
a pamphlet entitled Greene's Groatszvorth of Wit bought with a Million 
of Repentance, 

Alariowe, with whom Greene claimed acquaintance, was naturally 
displeased w-ith tlic letter, for Greene like many self-confessed sinners 
found satisfaction in proclaiming tiie faults of his friends. Shakespeare 
also was annoyed. Chcttle, three months later, in a preface to his own 
Kind-Heart's Dream refused to admit he had wronged Marlowe but 
made full apology for what he confessed was an unwarranted attack on 
Sliakespcare, 

‘ 1 am as sorry as if the original fault had been my fault, because 
mysc^lf have seen his demeanour no less civil than he excellent in the 
quality he professes. Besides, divers of worship have reported his 
uprightness of dealing, which argues his honesty, and his facetious grace 
in writing, that approves his An.’ 

As Chcttle’s woids indicate, Shakespeare was already highly thought 
of in courtly circles ; and this ,'s confirmed by the publication of liis 
Venus and Adonis in 1593 tind the Rape of Lucrccc in 1594, with dedica¬ 
tions to l.ord Southampton, whose gracious entertainment of the poet 
is publicly and ^varmly acknov. lodged in the dedicatory cpisiie to Lucrece, 
Further evidence of Shakespeare’s familiarity with courtly and learned 
circles is found in his Love's Labour's Lost with its copious allusion to 
personalities, events, and fasirions, then current topics in such society. 
Shakespeare’s poems were no doubt written during the years 1591-93 
when the plague and other troubles had closed the London theatres and 
the Companies had to tour liie provinces for a living. Shakespeare can 
hardly have been on lour dining this period of composition, and it was 
not till the return to London of the leading companies, and after the 
extensive regrouping that it made necessary, that he joined the Lord 
Chamberlain’s men. 

Venus and Adonis^ although Shakespeare’s first published work, w'as 
that of a writer of recognised reputation. His success had been made 
on the stage ; but actors were very unwilling to publish their pieces, 
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partly owing to lack of copyright protection^ partly owing to their belief 
that publication would lessen their takings at the theatre. In this policy 
Shakespeare acquiesced throughout lus life-time, never hastening into 
print with new pieces. The straitened circumstances of the actors 
however during their enforced absence from London gave the publishers 
a chance to pick up some of these much desired productions, and 
versions, good and bad, of certain of Shakespeare’s plays now appeared 
in print. 

From this and related evidence one can with some confidence assign 
to the period before the poems : his first tragedy, Titus Andronicus ; 
his comedies. The Comedy of ErrorSy The Taming of the ShreWy The 
Two Gentlemen of Verona ; his history plays, Henry VI (in three parts), 
and possibly Richard III. The assumption tliat Shakespeare did not 
begin his work as a dramatist till 1591 rests on the misinterpretation 
by Malone of Greene’s attack on Shakespeare. Malone interpreted it 
as a charge of plagiarism. Now that this interpretation is rejected the 
conclusions drawn from it are unsupported, and indeed contradicted 
not only by the evidence of Greene and Chcttlc but by the circumsiances 
in which his Poems and early plays were printed. Shakespeare must 
have been working as a dramatist for some years before 1590. 'Phis 
period of successful work explains how by 1394 he could take a leading 
place in the first company of the age. 

SECOND PERI O D 

From Shakespeare’s Joining the l.ord Chamberlain’s men in 
1594 to the opening of the Globe 'Theatre in 1599 

T he Company which Shakespeare now^ joined included Richard 
Burbage, who was to prove himself in the rfdes Shakespeare pro¬ 
vided for liim the grcatcsl tragic actor of his age. Will Kemp the 
popular comedian, and John Heminge and Henry Condell, who became 
tlie Company’s managers and later Shakespeare’s first editors. Their 
headquarters were at The Theatre, the first play-house to be built in 
England for theatrical performances. 

During this period Shakespeare was living, as the subsidy rolls 
indicate, in easy circumstances in London ; and there still survives a 
letter to him from a friend of his father, Richard Quincy, who was twice 
Bailiff of Stratford, that confirms the evidence of the subsidies. In 1596 
John Shakespeare obtained from the College of Heralds a grant of arms. 
Fie was entitled to this as a former Bailiff of Stratford, but although 
nearly thirty years before the actual grant he had taken the preliminary 
steps towards this dignity, he had allowed ihc matter to lapse. It w'as 
no doubt considered proper in view of the poet’s position in London to 
complete the necessary formalities, and the family shield now showed 
‘ in a field of gold upon a bend sable, a spear of the first, the point 
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upward, headed argent % and above as crest ‘ a falcon, with his wings 
displayed, standing on a wreath of his colours, supporting a spear, 
armed, headed, and steeled silver The motto was " non sans droict 
In 1597 Shakespeare bought New Place at Stratford. 

Whatet^cr his interests at this time in his personal and private 
affairs, Shakespeare’s mind must have been unsparingly given to his 
work in the theatre. In 1598 Francis Meres in his Palladis Tafiiia 
describes him as ‘ the most excellent in both kinds [comedy and tragedy] 
for the stage and adds ‘ for comedy, witnes his Genilemen of Verona^ 
his Errors^ his Love labours losL Ihs Love labours zvonnCy his 
Midsunwier night's dreamcj and his Merchant of Venice: for tragedy his 
Richard //, Richard Ilf Henry IVy King JoJitiy Titus AndronictiSy and 
his Romeo atid Juliet.'* He also mentions his poems and ‘ his sugred 
Sonnets among his private friends’. 

The period opens with a group of ‘ poetical plays ’, Midsummer’- 
Night's Dreamy Richard If and Romeo andjidiet. The comedy is perfect 
in its kind and unsurpassed for the marvellous harmony it establishes 
among so many apparently discordant elements. The tragedy is another 
of the early masterpieces and anticipates in its spacious design and 
intensity of handling the works of Shakespeare’s full maturity. But for 
some years to come comedy and prose were the main interest, and this, 
in the figure of Fal staff, overwhelms even the liis tori cal interest in the 
two parts of Henry IV. Witli Falstaff gone, there is little left for 
Henry V but pageantry ; yet this opportunity for costume effects and 
patriotic verse may have been not unwelcome to Shakespeare as a suitable 
opening for the new Globe Theatre in 1599. 


THIRD PERIOD 

Erorn the opening of the Globe (1599) to the taking over of 
the Blackfriars Theatre (1608) 

Globe Theatre was opened about May 1599. With the lease of 
X the ground on which die Theatre stood nearing an end, the Burbages 
bought the old dining-hall of the Blackfriars and furnished it as a 
theatre, but an influential circle who lived in the vicinity had this 
project defeated. The Burbages then acquired ground just over London 
Bridge on the Bankside. To this side, south of the river, they transferred 
some of the main timbers from the Theatre; force was necessary for 
the landlord hoped to retain their building for his own profit. To meet 
this additional expense they took into partnership as ‘ householders ’ 
five of the leading ‘ sharers ’ of the company, of whom Shakespeare 
was one. 

The Blackfriars they leased to the Children of the Queen’s Revels. 
The actors were choir boys and their theatre was described as ‘ private ’ 
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to distinguish it from ordinary theatres where the charges were not 
beyond the vulgar purse. 

Nc^ the beg inni ng of this period S hakespeare’s father died^^. in.. 
i6oi ; arihe endrhis modi ^ 1608. His daughter Susanna married 
tficTw^l-known physician John Hal l in i 6o7» 

The great puhTic"cvent of the tinie was the death of Queen Elizabeth 
and the arrival of James in London in May 1603. The King at once 
took over the Lord Chamberlain's Company and they were now known 
as die King’s Men. The senior members became Grooms of the Royal 
Chamber and in that capacity formed part of the entourage of the 
Spanish Ambassador who came in August 160.^5 to negotiate a peace 
between England and Spain. 

During part of this period, as Professor Wallace has shown, Shakes¬ 
peare lodged with a Huguenot family in Silver Street. He was now 
in a position to make considerable purchases of land at Stratford and 
investments in the tithes of the parish. 

As before, however, Shakespeare must have given unremitting 
attention to his art, for he was now from his thirty-fifth year to engage 
in the most sustained and intense effort of his career. 

The plays that were to make the name of the Globe for ever 
famous were very different from Henry V, During the next tea 
years Shakespeare produced there his seven great tragedies : Julius 
Ccesar^ Hamlety OthellOy Lear^ Macbethy Aniony and Cleopatray and 
Coriolanus, 

Many explanations have been offered for this apparently sudden 
shift in Shakespeare’s interest. Some have blamed die dark lady of 
the Sonnets and the conduct of the friend for inducing a mood of gloom 
and misanthropy; others have dwelt on Shakespeare’s connections 
with Essex and Southampton, and the former’s death on the block, as 
the cause of his disillusionment and pessimism ; others again see in 
this tragic mood Shakespeare’s infection with die spirit of a new age. 
The accidents of life undoubtedly provide the material on which the 
imagination operates ; but the relationship between tliis accidental and 
the universal element in art is not so simple as cause and effect. The 
process of transformation is even more complicated and vital than that 
of digestion. But it is unnecessary to attempt an analysis of this 
psychological problem here, for the tragedies rightly interpreted do not 
reveal a spirit of gloom and disillusiomncnt. 

Many critics have dwelt on the bitterness and disgust in the w^orks 
of this period. And it is true that nowhere can one find a fiercer in¬ 
vective and more withering scorn than that poured by these plays on 
the baser side of our nature. The picture of man dressed in a litde brief 
authority playing liis fantastic tricks before high heaven with an 
effrontery that makes the angels weep has never been drawn with more 
penetrating irony. And as a background we have the cowardly or 
malignant complacency in our natures that tolerates such shameless 





INTRODUCTION 


wickedness. Passage after passage emphasizes the degradation to which 
men can sink. It is summed up in one terrible line from King Lear 

A dog’s obey’d in office. 

King Lear has been described as a tragedy of ingratitude—an 
ingratitude that divides parent from child and splits the very core of 
human existence. And the elements seem to take part in the confusion 
as the old and cast-off father rages on the heath with a fury that out- 
tongues the elements. But those who find in this fury the climax of 
tlie drama have missed half the vision and the half that is greater than 
the whole. The design on w’hich the drama is constructed is one familiar 
to great spirits in all ages, and is perhaps exhibited in its simplest 
elements in the old story of Elijah fleeing from Jezebel’s vengeance and 
how as he stood at the mouth of a cave 

" a great and strong wind rent the mountains and brake in pieces 
the rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind ; and 
after the wind an earthquake, but the I.ord was not in the earthquake ; 
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire ; and 
after the fire a still small voice 

The heart of Shakespeare’s drama is not reached till the storm and 
tempest are over and we come on the stillness of Lear’s reconciliation 
with Cordelia. Here at last he recognises goodness for what it is in 
its own right. And the play’s real theme is the gratitude of the con¬ 
verted heart at such a revelation. To see the virtues struggling in a 
w’orld where their very vir'uc is the cause of their undoing is to be 
aware of tragedy ; but—and this is the touch of nature that makes the 
reader kin with the poet—this makes us love the virtues not less but 
more. Had S!iakcspeare not seen so clearly the hollowness of the world 
he could not have created with such passionate brooding those spirits 
wdiora his art has made the dw^ellers for all time in the imaginations of 
men. He is not confounded by his terrible visions, for he sees in the 
midst of them wdiat w^alks unscathed ; and wc read his plays because, 
however unconsciously, wc share in that triumph, and have at least a 
sense, however our intelligence or conduct may later deny it, of wdiat 
the soul hungers to attain to. 

This revelation w hich is the consummation of his art did not come to 
Shakespeare suddenly or because a w^oinan was false or a friend disloyal. 
It is born of the modest and ceaseless years of thought and labour 
vvltich are not without their intimations of the final triumph of this 
period. Viewed in retrospect the humour and comedy, which his earlier 
critics found more natural to his genius, are only another aspect, a 
partial realisation, of his tragic vision. Philosophers have indeed main¬ 
tained that tragedy and comedy have another and finer connection than 
that of contrast; but, though there have been great tragic artists and 
great comic artists before and since Shakespeare’s lime, nowhere are 
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they found united as in his work, and in such a manner that each but 
adds a new force to its apparent opposite. 

Viewed after the event, the tragic period is seen as the natural 
development of the previous periods and to be explained only in so far 
as we can explain to ourselves the growth and nature of Shakespeare’s 
art. 


FOURTH P li R I O D 

From the taking over of ike Blackfriars (t6o8) to the 
biirnmg of the Globe Theatre (1613) 

T he manager of the Children at the Blackfriars theatre was foolish 
enough to allow indiscreet stage allusions to royalty that led to the 
suppression of his company. The Burbages and a group of actors as 
‘ householders ’ that included Shakespeare took over from him his 
lease, and llie King’s men now acted at the Blackfriars during the 
winter months instead of in the open Globe Theatre, to the very sub¬ 
stantial increase in their takings. The King’s men were now too W'ell 
established in ofiicial favour for the old objections to their presence 
there to be raised again. 

The plays of this period have happy endings ; but to distinguish 
their peculiar colouring from that of his earlier comedies they have 
been called Roinances. 

Once again critics have dwelt on the contrasts between this and the 
previous period and denied any spiritual continuity between them, or 
have paradoxically asserted that the Romances are the flight into a 
world of make-believe that alone could save the poet from the madness 
in which his tragic thoughts w^ould inevitably have engulfed him. Or 
again the fashion of the time is thought by some to have directed 
Shakespeare’s interest to this type of play. 

But tlic tragedies are the foundation on which the Romances rest. If 
Shakespeare had found the heart of man w^anting in the fiery trial of 
the tragedies, what w’ould be the hopes and aspirations in which human 
nature rcclothes itself with every new' gcneraiion as regular!}^ as the 
flow^crs return with the spring— \vdiat would these hopes and aspirations 
be but w'ill-o’-ihe-wisps to lure mankind to its destruction, or to leave 
it, should it survive, bogged in disillusion and a dreary materialism ? 

If fashion had anything to do with Shakespeare’s return to comedy, 
it was because it gave him an opportunity for the expression of some¬ 
thing he had now' very much at heart, something that came naturally 
after the struggle of the tragedies, as naturally as Prospero’s sympathies 
with Miranda’s hopes and fears. 

There can be little doubt that the Tempest^ considered in con¬ 
junction with what we know of Shakespeare’s arrangements at this date 
for taking over his house in Stratford from his cousin Thomas Greene, 
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the town-clerk, indicates that he intended it to be his farewell to the 
stage. Persuaded no doubt by the importunity of his old colleagues he 
returned to take a final bow in Henry VIIL During the first performance 
of the piece, on 29ih June 1613, the Globe was burnt to the ground ; 
and this accident, for lack of more precise knowledge, may be taken as 
marking the conclusion of Shakespeare’s work as an actor and dramatist. 


S V R A T F O R D 

S HAKESPKARE seciiis to havc passcd his last days quietly at Stratford, 
though there is a record of at least one visit to London. 

He made his will in January 1615 or 1616, and revised it on 25th 
March 1616, after the marriage of his second daughter Judith to Thomas 
Quiney in February 1616. He remembers amongst other friends his old 
colleagues, Burbage, Hcmingc and Condell, the last survivors of the 
group with w^hich he had acted for some twenty years. He makes 
provision for Judith and for his sister Joan Hart, but the bulk of his 
estate is settled on his daughter Susanna and her heirs. His wife was 
obviously going to live with her daughter, who was, if what she put on 
her mother’s grave gives any echo of truth, devoted to her. 

Shakespeare died on St. George’s day, 23rd April 1616, and was 
buried, having this right as a tithe-holder, in the Chancel of the Church 
at Stratford. The monument on the north wall was erected sometime 
before 1623. 1623 his wife w^as buried beside him, and his daughter 

Susanna not far aw^ay in 1649. She left a daughter Elizabetli Hall who 
had married Thomas Nash and, on his death. Sir John Bernard, but 
was to die without issue. Judith Shakespeare had three sons who all 
died childless before her. From his sister onlj^ and that through her 
second son Thomas, can those living to-day who are related to 
Shakespeare claim their descent. 


THE FIRST FOLIO 

I N 1623, seven years after Shakespeare’s death, his old friends and 
fellow-actors, John Hemingc and Henry Condell, gave the world the 
first collected edition of Shakespeare’s plays. This is now known as the 
First Folio, because of its format and to distinguish it from the Second, 
Third, and Fourth Folios, issued in 1632, 1663, and 1685 respectively. 
Each of these later Folios is in turn based on its predecessor. Hcmingc 
and Condell attributed thirty-six plays to Shakespeare, all that are 
included in the present volume except Pericles^ for Pericles^ although its 
omission by Shakespeare’s colleagues is good evidence that it is not 
wholly his, undoubtedly contains scenes from his pen. 

Their long friendship with Shakespeare, their admiration for his 
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genius, their position of authority in the company, for they had acted 
as its managers for many years, made Hcminge and Condcll in some 
respects well qualified for their task. They, if anyone did, must have 
known what was by Shakespeare and what was not; their office in the 
company had made them familiar with his manuscripts. Yet their 
edition has presented students with problems for wiiich reasonable 
solutions have been found only in recent years ; problems that may be 
summarized here in the questions : Why did Shakespeare himself not 
supervise the printing of his plays; and w^hy, since Heminge and Condell 
claimed to be Shakespeare’s literary executors and to have used his 
papers, is the First Folio not accepted as the last and final authority for 
the text of all the plays ? Why have there been so many subsequent 
editors, a line that begins with Row^e in 1709, and includes Pope (1725), 
Theobald (1733), Johnson (1765), Capeil (1768) and Malone (1790), 
and threatens, like the phantom procession that appalled Macbeth, to 
stretch out to the crack of doom. 

Shakespeare did not print his plays when he produced them because 
the actors did not favour such a procedure. They feared that publication 
might affect adversely their takings at the theatre, and the financial 
return from such publications, at least to the author or actors, was 
insufficient to overcome this fear. It was not because there was no 
reading public; publishers were only too ready to print his plays ; 
but there w^as nothing in the nature of modern copyright to protect the 
author’s interest; and to dispose for a pittance of plays that were 
drawing good houses did not seem sound policy. Yet in spite of these 
considerations nineteen of Shakespeare’s plays were printed in some 
form or other during his lifetime, and a tw-entieth just before 1623. 


THE QUARTOS 

T he Quartos, so called from their format, contained single plays and 
sold at sixpence apiece, compared with the pound charged for the 
First Folio. For their printing the initiative lay with the publishers rather 
than with the actors. Enterprising if unscrupulous printers were ready 
to issue even imperfect versions of the plays, w^hether put together by 
needy actors who had had parts in them, or vamped up by someone 
who had carried away from performances the drift of the plot. Seven 
plays were published in this manner : The Contention^, The True Tragedy 
(these were pirated versions of 2 and 3 Henry VI\ A Shrew^ Romeo and 
Juliet^ Merry Waives of Windsor, Henry V, and Hamlet —and The 
Troublesome Reign of King John may be an eighth. These are now 
known as the Bad Quartos. 

This attack on their property inevitably provoked a reaction in 
Shakespeare and his company. They published in reply the genuine 
text of Romeo and Juliet and Hamlet, and they were not unwilling to 
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print plays that had become well known through frequent performance. 
In contrast, then, to the seven or eight mutilated or distorted versions 
stand fourteen authorised or authoritative texts : Titus Andronicus, 
Love*s Labour’s Lost^ Romeo and Juliet^ Richard IJ^ Richard lily i and 
2 Hcfiry IV\ Merchant of Venicey Midsummer-Night’s Dreamy Much Ado, 
Hamlety Troitus and Cressiduy King Leary Othello, These arc the Good 
Quartos. Even they, however, were treated as in some measure provisional 
publications. Shakespeare never revised the proofs for any of them, 
and the printer, although he was in quite a number working from a 
manuscript in Shakespeare’s own hand, found difficulties (see p. 1350) 
he failed to master. The Good Quartos arc therefore in places faulty or 
corrupt, and Shakespeare died before he cared to mend matters. 

The actors, wlien at last they came to their task, had to provide the 
publisher with copy that extends in print to nearly 900 pages in double 
column. Their knowledge that many of the Good Quartos were set up 
from the author's manuscript or an authorised transcript prompted their 
use of some printed versions as copy for their own text; they took the 
precaution, however, of having the printed versions compared with 
manuscripts in their possession, but too casually to exclude all error, 
’rhe manuscript copy they had to proxadc for the other plays was also 
defective for much the same reasons that the Quarto prints were not 
faultless : the scribe prepared his draft from material not originally 
designed for the printer’s use, and only careful supervision could have 
prevented his not infrequent stumblings. 

I’o the printed record of this laige body of theatrical copy, often 
entangled as it were in Quarto and Folio, a modern editor has to address 
himself in an attempt to remove its corruptions. Herninge and Coiidcll 
discharged their task honestly and with all the skill that could be 
expected of them ; posterity can never be too grateful for their care and 
pains ; but only those who read their Shakespeare regularly in the early 
versions can know how^ much the general reader owes to the subsequent 
editorial labours of those whom Johnson defined as harmless drudges. 
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The Preliminary Matter to the 

FIRST FOLIO (1623) 

Hcmingc and Condcll, who edited the first collected edition of 
Shakespeare’s plays, arranged their contents in three sections: Comedies, 
Histories, and Tragedies. That arrangement as well as the order in 
which they placed the pieces in each section is preserved in this edition. 

To their text the editors prefixed the preliminary matter here 
reproduced. Opposite the engraved portrait of Shakespeare which 
stood as frontispiece—now known as the Droeshout engraving after the 
name of the engraver—they placed Ben Jonson^s lines To the Reader. 
Then follow their dedicatory epistle and the address to ‘ the great 
variety of readers They also included Ben Jonson’s famous lines to 
Shakespeare's memory and short tributes from Leonard Digges and 
John Mabbc, both of Oxford University, and verses from the sister 
University of Cambridge by Hugh Holland. 

Their ‘ Catalogue ’ does not mention Troilus and Cressida^ for they 
were able to include this play, in a kind of no many's land, between the 
Histories and the Tragedies, only at the last moment and after the 
settlement of a dispute with the publishers who had issued the Quarto 
version in 1609. Hcmingc and Condcll originally intended to place 
Troilur, and Cressida among the Tragedies immediately after Romeo 
and Juliet. 


TO TIIK READER 

This Figure, that thou here seest put. 

It was for gentle Shakespeare cut; 

Wherein the Grauer had a strife 
with Nature, to out-doo the life : 

O, could he but hauc drawne his wit 
As well in brasse, as he hath hit 

His face ; the Print would then surpasse 
All, that was euer writ in brasse. 

But, since he cannot. Reader, looke 
Not on his Picture, but his Booke. 

B. I. 
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TO THE MOST NOBLE AND INCOMPARABLE PAIRE OF BRETHREN, 
WILLIAM, EARLE OF PEMBROKE, &c., LORD CHAMBERLAINE TO 
THE KINGS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, AND PHILIP, EARLE 
OF MONTGOMERY, See., GENTLEMAN OF FIIS MAJESTIES BED¬ 
CHAMBER; BOTH KNIGHTS OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF 
THE GARTER, AND OUR SINGULAR GOOD LORDS. 

Right Honour ah!Cy 

X X T^HILST we studie to be thankful in our particular, for the many 
VV fauors we haue recciued from your L.L. we are falne vpon the 
ill fortune, to mingle two the most diuerse things that can bee, feare, 
and rashnessc ; rashnessc in the enterprize, and feare of the successe. 
For, when we valew the places your H.H. sustaine, we cannot but know 
their dignity greater, then to descend to the reading of these trifles : 
and, while we name them trifles, we hauc depriu’d our sclucs of the 
defence of our Dedication. But since your I..L. haue beenc pleas'd to 
thinkc these trifles somc-thing, hecretofore; and haue prosequuted both 
them, and their Author lining, with so much fauour : we hope, that 
(they out-liuing him, and he not hauing the fate, common with some, 
to be exequutor to his owmc writings) you will vse the like indulgence 
toward them, you hauc done vnto their parent. There is a great differ¬ 
ence, whether any Booke choose his Patroncs, or findc them : This hath 
done both. For, so much were your 1 ..L. likings of the seuerali parts, 
when they were acted, as before they were published, the Volume ask'd 
to be yours. We haue but collected them, and done an office to the 
dead, to procure his Orphanes, Guardians ; without ambition either of 
selfe-profit, or lame : oncly to keepe the memory of so w^orthy a Friend, 
& Fellow aliuc, as w^as our Shakcsptarc^ by humble offer of his playes, 
to your most noble patronage. Wherein, as wc hauc iustly obserued, no 
man to come nccre your L.I.. but with a kind of religious addresse; it 
hath bin the height of our care, who are the Presenters, to make the 
present worthy of your H.H. by the perfection. But, there we must also 
craue our abilities to be considerd, my l.ords. We cannot go beyond 
our owme powers. Country hands reach foorth milke, creamc, fruites, 
or what they haue : and many Nations (we hauc heard) that had not 
gummes & incense, obtained their requests with a leauened Cake. It 
was no fault to approch their Gods, by what meanes they could : And 
the most, though meanest, of things are made more precious, when they 
arc dedicated to Temples. In that name therefore, wc most humbly 
consecrate to your H.H. these remaincs of your scruant Shakespeare ; 
that what delight is in them, may be cucr your L.L. the reputation his, 
& the faults ours, if any be committed, by a payre so carefull to shew 
their gratitude both to the liuing, and the dead, as is 

Your Lordshippes most boundeny' 

lOHN HeMINGE. 
Henry Condell. 
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TO THE GREAT VARIETY OF READERS 


F rom ihc most able, to him that can but spell : There you are 
number’d. Wc had rather you were weighd. Especially, when the 
fate of all Bookes depends vpon your capacities : and not of your heads 
alone, but of your purses. Well ! it is now publique, & you wil stand 
for your priuiledges wee know : to read, and censure. Do so, but buy 
it first. That doth best commend a Booke, the Stationer saies. 'fhen, 
how odde soeuer your braincs be, or your wisedomes, make your licence 
the same, and spare not. ludge your sixc-pcn’ortli, your shillings worth, 
your hue shillings worth at a time, or higher, so you rise to the iust 
rates, and welcome. But, what euer you do. Buy. Censure will not driue 
a Trade, or make the lacke go. And though you be a Magistrate of wit, 
and sit on the Stage at Black-Friers^ or the Cock-pit^ to arraigne Playes 
dailie, know, these Playes haue had their triall alrcadie, and stood out 
all Appeales ; and do now come forth quitted rather by a Decree of 
Court, then any purchas’d Letters of commendation. 

It had bene a thing, wc confesse, worthie to haue bene wished, that 
the Author himsclfe had liu’d to haue set forth, and ouerseen his owne 
writings ; But since it hath bin ordain’d otherwise, and he by death 
departed from that right, we pray you do not envie his Friends, the 
office of their care, and paine, to haue collected & publish’d them ; and 
so to haue publish’d them, as where (before) you were abus’d with 
diuerse stolne, and surreptitious copies, maimed, and deformed by the 
frauds and stealthes of iniurious imposters, that expos’d them : eucn 
those, are now offer’d to your view cur’d, and perfect of their limbes ; 
and all the rest, absolute in their numbers, as he conceiued them. Who, 
as he was a happie imitator of Nature, was a most gentle expresser of it. 
His mind and hand went together : And what he thought, he vticrcd 
with that easinesse, that wee haue scarse rcceiucd from him a blot in his 
papers. But it is not our prouince, who oncly gather his works, and giuc 
them you, to praise him. It is yours that reade him. And there we hope, 
to your ditiers capacities, you will linde enough, both to draw", and hold 
you : for his wit can no more lie hid, then it could be lost. Reade him, 
therefore ; and againe, and againe ; And if then you doc not like him, 
surely you arc in some manifest danger, not to vnderstand him. And so 
wc leaue you to other of his Friends, whom if you need, can bee your 
guides : if you needc them not, you can leade your sclucs, and others. 
And such Readers we wish him. 

loiiN Heminge. 
Henrie Condell. 
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TO THE MEMORY OF MY HHLOUED;» J’flE AVTHOR 

MR. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE: 

AND WHAT HE HATH LEET VS. 

I'o draw no cniiy (S/iakcsprurc) on thy iianie. 

Am I thus amj 'le to thy Bookc^ and Fame : 

While I conies^x thy writings to be such. 

As neither Alari^ nor Alz/ie, can praise too much, 

*Tis true, and all mens suiTrage. But these wayes 
Were not the paths 1 meant vnto thy praise : 

For scelicst Ignorance on these may light. 

Which, when it sounds at best, but cccho’s right ; 
Or blindc Alfection, wdiich doth ne’rc aduance 
The truth, but gropes, and vrgeth all by chance ; 

Or crafty Malice, might pretend this praise. 

And thinkc to ruine, w^herc it seem’d to raise. 

These are, as some infamous Baud, or Whore, 

Should praise a Matron. What could hurt her more 
But thou art proofc against them, and indeed 
Abouc th’ ill fortune of tlicm, or the need. 

I, ihercfore will begin. Soule of the Age ! 

The applause ! delight ! the wonder of our Stage ! 
My S/iukespeare. rise ; 1 will not lodge thee by 
Chaucer^ or Spenser^ or bid Bcaufrunii lye 
A little further, to make thee a roome : 

Thou an a Alonimcnt, wiihoui a lombe. 

And art aliue still, while llw Bookc doth line, 

And we haue wits to read, and praise to giuc. 

That I not mixe thee so, my brainc excuses ; 

1 mcane with great, but disproportion xi Aluses : 

For, if i thought my judgement were of yecres, 

I should commit thee surely with thy pcercs, 

And tell, how* farre thou didst our L?/y out-shinc. 

Or sporting Kid, or Alarlozccs migiit}^ line. 

Axid though thou hadst small Laiinc^ and Icssc GreekCy 
From thence to honour thcc, I would not scckc 
For names ; but call forth thundTing /liscJiilns^ 
Euripides^ and Sopfiocics to vs, 

Pacaiuius^ Acciits^ him of Cordoiia dead. 

To life againc, to hcarc thy Buskin tread, 

And shake a Stage : Or, when thy Sockes were on, 
Leauc thee alone, for the comparison 
Of all, that insolent Greece^ or haughtic Rowe 
sent forth, or since did from their ashes come. 
Triumph, my Britaine^ thou hast one to showe. 

To whom all Scenes oi' Europe homage owe. 

He w as not of an age, but for all time ! 

And all the Aluscs still were in their prime, 



When like Apollo he came forth to warmc 
Our cares, or like a Mercury to charme ! 

Nature her sclfc was proud of his designes. 

And ioy’d to weare the dressing of his lines ! 

Which were so richly spun, and wouen so fit. 

As, since, she will vouchsafe no other Wit. 

The merry Greckcy tart Aristophanes^ 

Neat Terence^ witty Plautus^ now not please; 

But antiquated, and deserted lye 

As they w’cre not of Natures family. 

Yet must I not giuc Nature all : Thy Art, 

My gentle Shakespeare^ must enioy a part. 

For though the Poets matter. Nature be, 

Ilis Art doth giue the fashion. And, that he. 

Who casts to write a lining line, must sweat, 

(such as thine are) and strike the second heat 

Vpon the Abuses anuile : turne the same, 

(And himsclfe with it) that he ihinkes to frame ; 

Or for the lawrell, he may gainc a scorne, 

I^Vjr a good Poei\s made, as well as borne. 

And such wert thou. Tooke how the fathers face 
I a lies in his issue, euen so, the race 

Of Shukcspcarcs ininde, and manners briglitly shines 
In his well torned, and true-filed lines : 

In each of which, he seemes to shake a Lance, 

A.S brandish’t at the eyes of Ignorance. 

Sweet Swan of Aiioji ! what a sight it were 
To see thee in our waters yet appeare. 

And make tiiosc flights vpon the bankes of ThameS:, 

That so did take PAizay and our lames ! 

But stay, I see thee in the Hemisphere 

Aduanc’d, and made a Constellation there ! 

Shine forth, thou Starre oi Poets^ and with rage, 

Or influence, chide, or chccrc the drooping Stage ; 

Which, since thy flight from hence, hath mourn’d like night. 
And despaires day, but for thy Volumes light. 

Ben : Ionson. 
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VPON THE LINES AND LIFE OF THE FAMOUS SCENICKE POET, 

MASTER WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Those hands, which you so clapt, go now, and wring 
You Briiaincs braue ; for done are Shakespeares dayes : 

His dayes are done, that made the dainty Playes, 

Which made the Globe of hcau'n and earth to ring 
Dry’dc is that veine, dry"d is the Thespian Spring, 

Turn’d all to tcares, and Phwbns clouds his rayes : 

'Phat corp’s, that coffin now besticke those bayes. 

Which crown’d him Poet first, then Poets King. 

If Tragedies might any Prologue haue. 

All those he made, would scarsc make one to this : 

Where Panu\ now that he gone is to the graue 
(Deaths publique tyring-house) the Nuncius is. 

For though his line of life went soone about. 

The life yet of his lines shall neuer out. 

Hvgh Holland. 


TO THE MEMORIE OF THE DECEASED AUTHOUR 

MAISTER W. SHAKESPEARE. 

C^HAKE-SPEARE^ at length thy pious fellowes giue 
O The world thy Workes : thy Workes, by which, out-liue 
Thy Tombe, thy name must: when that stone is rent. 

And Time dissolues thy Stratford Moniment, 

Here we aliue shall view thee still. This Booke, 

When Brasse and Marble fade, shall make thee lookc 
Fresh to all Ages : when Postcritie 
Shall loath what’s new, thinke all is prodegie 
That is not Shakespeares ; eu’ry Line, each Verse 
Here shall reuiuc, redeeme thee from thy Herse. 

Nor Fire, nor cankring Age, as Naso said. 

Of his, thy wit-fraught Booke shall once inuade. 

Nor shall I e’re bclecuc, or thinke thee dead 
(Though mist) vntill our bankrout Stage be sped 
(Impossible) with some new straine t’ out-do 
Passions of lulicf^ and her Romeo ; 

Or till I hearc a Scene more nobly take. 

Then when thy half-Sw^ord parlying Romans spake. 

Till these, till any of thy Volumes rest 
Shall with more fire, more feeling be exprest. 

Be sure, our Shakespeare^ thou canst neuer dye, 

But crown’d with LawreU, line eternally. 

L. Digges. 
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TO THE MEMORIE OF 

M. W. SHAKE-SPEARE 


W EE wondrcd (Shakespeare) that thou went’st so soono 
From the Worlds-Stagc, to the Graues-Tyring-roome. 
Wcc thought thee dead, but this thy printed worth, 

Tels thy Spectators, that thou wcnt’si but forth 
To enter with applause. An Actors Art, 

Can dye, and liue, to acte a second part. 

That’s but an Exit of Mortalitie; 

This, a Re-entrance to a Plauditc. 

I. M. 


THE WORKES OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, 
CONTAINING ALL HIS COMEDIES, HISTORIES, AND TRAGEDIES: 
TRUELY SET FORTH, ACCORDING TO THEIR FIRST ORIGINALL. 

THE NAMES OF THE PRINCIPALL ACTORS 
IN ALL THESE PLAYES. 


William Shakespeare. 
Richard Burbadge. 
John Flemmings. 
Augustine Phillips. 
William Kempt. 
Thomas Poope. 
George Bryan. 

Henry Condcll. 
William Slye. 

Richard Cowly. 

John Lowine. 

Samuell Crosse. 
Alexander Cooke. 


Samuel Gilburne. 
Robert Armin. 
William Ostler. 
Nathan Field. 

John Underwood. 
Nicholas Toolcy. 
William Ecclestone. 
Joseph Taylor. 
Robert Bentield. 
Robert Goughe. 
Richard Robinson, 
lohn Shancke, 
lohn Rice. 



A CATALOGVE 

OF THE SEUFRALI. COMEDIES^ HISTORIES, AND 
TRAGEDIES CONTAINED IN THIS VOLUME* 

COMEDIES. 

The Tempest Folio i 

The two Gentlemen of Verona 20 

The Merry Wiues of Windsor 38 

Alcasure for Measure 61 

The Coined^^ of Errours 85 

Much adoo about Nothing loi 

Loues Labour lost 122 

iVlidsommer Nights Dreame 145 

The Alcrehant of Venice 163 

As you Like it 185 

The Taming of the Shrew 208 

Ail is wxll, that Ends well 230 

T'weife-Night, or w'hat you wtU 255 

The Winters Tale 304 

histories, 

The I.ife and Death of King John Fol. i 

The Life & death of Richard the second 23 

The First part of King Henry the fourth 46 

T he Second part of K. Henry the fourth 74 

The Life of King Henry the Fift 69 

The First part of King Henry the Sixt 96 

The Second part of King Hen. the Sixt 120 

The Third part of King Henry the Sixt 147 

The Idfe & Death of Richard the Third 173 

The Life of King Henry the Eight 205 

tragedies. 

The Tragedy of Coriolanus Fol, i 

T'itus Andronicus 31 

Romeo and Juliet 53 

Timon of Athens 80 

The Life and death of Julius Carsar 109 

Tlie Tragedy of Alacbeth 131 

The Tragedy of Hamlci 152 

King Lear 283 

Othello, the A 4 oore of Venice 310 

Antliony and Cleopater 346 

Cymbelinc King of Britaine 369 


xxxii 



THE TEMPEST 


DRAMATIS I’ERSON/E 


Alonso, King of Naples* 

Sr.liASTl VN, his brother. 

Pkosphko, the right Duke of Milan, 
Antonio, his brother, the. usurping Duke of 
Milan. 

Fruoinand, son to the King of Naples, 
Gonzalo, an honest old counsellor, 

A OKI AN, 

Francisco, 

Caliban, a savage and deformed slave, 
Trinctilo, a j 'skr. 

Stlphano, a dntrtken biUler, 


Master of a Siilp. 

Boatswain. 

Mariners. 

Miranda, daughter to Prospero, 

Ariel, an airy spirit. 

Iris, 

Ceres, 

Ji.’No, > spirits. 

Nymphs, 

Reapers, J 

Other Spirits allending on Prospero, 


The Scene : A ship at sea ; afterwards an unitihahiied island. 


ACT ONE 

Scene T. On a ship ai sea ; a tempestuous 
noise of thunder and lightning heard. 

Enter a Shipmaster and a Boatswain. 

Master, Boatswain I 

Boats. Here, master ; >vliat cheer ? 

Master, (iood ! Speak to th* mariners : 
fall to 't yarcly, or wc run ourselves 
aground ; bestir, bestir. 

Enter Mariners. 

Boats, Heigh, ray hearts! cheerly, 
clieerly, rny hearts! yare, yarel Take in 
the topsail. Tend to th* master’s whistle. 
Blow till thou burst thy wind, if room 
enough. 7 

Enter Alonso, Sebastian, Antonio, 
Ferdinand, Conzalo, and OJicrs, 

AJon. Good boatswain, have care, 
Wlicre's the master ? Play the men. 

Boats. I pray now, keep below. i«- 

Ant. Where is the master, b -son ? 

Boats, Do you not hear him ? You mar 
our labour; keep your cabins ; you do 
assist the storm. 

Gon. Nay, good, be patient. 11 

Boats. When ilie sea is. Hence ! What 
cares these roarers for the name of king ? 
To cabin ! silence ! Trouble us not. 

Gon. Good, yet remember whom thou 
hast aboard. is 

Boats. None that I more love than my¬ 
self. You arc a counsellor; if you can com¬ 
mand these elements to silence, and w^ork 
the peace of the present, we will not hand a 
rope more. Use your authority; if you 
cannot, give thanks you have liv'd so long, 
and make yourself ready in your cabin for 
the mischance of the hour, if it so hap.— 
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ChcMirly, good hearts!—Out of our way, 
I say. {Exit. 

Gon. I have great comfort from this 
fellow. Methinks he hath no drowning 
mark upon him ; his complexion is perfect 
giiilows. Stand fast, good Pate, to his 
hanging ; make the rope of his destiny our 
calde, for our own doth little advantage. 
If he be not born to be bang'd, our case is 
miserable. 

Re-enter Boatswain, 

Boats. Down with the topmast. Yarc, 
lower, lower! Bring her to try wi' ih’ main- 
course. [A cry u’it/iini A plague upon this 
howling I 1 Iiey are louder than the 
weather or our office. 35 

Re-enter Sebastian, Antonio, and 
Gonzalo. 

Yet again! What do you here ? Shall we 
give o’er, and drown ? Have you a mind 
to sink ? 

Seb. A pox o' your throat, you bawling, 
blasphemous, incharitahle dog! 

Boats. Work you, then. 40 

Ant. Hang, cur; hang, you whoreson, in¬ 
solent noise-maker ; wc are less afraid to be 
drown’d than thou art. 

Gon. I’ll warrant him for drowning, 
though the ship were no stronger than a 
nutshell, and as leaky as an unstanched 
w’ench. 45 

Boats. Lay her a-hold, a-hold ; set her 
two courses; off to sea again ; lay her off. 

Enter Mariners, u>et. 

Mar. All lost! to prayers, to prayers I 
all lost I [Ex'cmiL 

Boats. What, must our mouths be cold ? 

Gon, The King and Prince at prayers! 

Let’s assist them, 50 
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[Act 1 


For oiir case is as theirs. 

yc \ I arn out of patience. 5* 

Ant. We are luereiy cheated of our ii\’es 
by drunkards. 

Tliis wide-chopp*d rascal—would thou 
rnit^htst lie drowiiini^ 

The washing of ten tides ! 

Con. ffe’il he hang’d yet, 

T hough every drop ol water swear against 
it, 5 j 

An I gape at wid’st to glut him. 

[A confused noise icitUiti: Mercy on us ! 
We split, we split! Farewell, iny wife and 
children! 

Farewell, hrotiicr! Wc split, we split, wc 
split I 

AytL Let's all sink wi’ th’ King, 60 

Seh, Let’s take leave of him. 

iFveu)!/ Aid. and Scb. 
Gon . Now would 1 give a thousand ftir- 
longs of sea for an acre of barren grounvl— 
long heath, brown furze, any thing. The 
wills aixn e he done, but 1 would fain die a 
dry death. [Fxeiuit. 

Scene II. The island. Before Prosf>cyo*s cell. 
Enter I^rospero and Miranda. 

Mira. If by your art, my dearest lather, 
you have 

Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them. 
The sky, it seems, would pour down stiiik- 
ing pitch, 

But that the sea, mounting to th’ welkin’s 
cheek. 

Dashes the tire out. O, 1 ha\ c suffered 5 
With those that 1 saw sufTcr ! A brave 
vessel, 

Wli:> had no doubt some noble creature in 
b.cr, 

Dash’d all to pieces ! O, the cry tlid knock 
Against my very heart! Poor souls, they 
perish’d. 

Had I been any god of power, I would 10 
Have sunk the sea within tiie earth or ere 
It should the good ship so have swallow’tl 
and 

The fraughting souls within her. 

Pro. Be collected ; 

No more amazement; tell your piteou:: 
heart 

There’s no harm done. 

Mira. O, woe the day I 

Pro. No harm. 

1 have done nothing but in care of thee, lo 
Of thee, my dear one, thee, my daughter, 

who 

Art ignorant of what thou art, nought 
knowing 

Of whence I am, nor that 1 am more better 
Than Prospero, master of a full poor cell. 
And thy no greater father. 

Mira. More to know 21 

Did never meddle with my thoughts. 
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Pro. 'Tis time 

I should inform thee farther. Lend thy hand, 
And x’luck my magic garment from me. So, 
{Lays doivn Uis nianllc. 
Lie there my art. Wipe thou thine eyes ; 
have comfort. 

The direful spectacle of the wreck, wliich 
touch'd 

The very virtue of compassion in thee, 

1 have with such provision in mine art 
So safely ordered that there is no soul— 
No, not so much perdition a.s an hair 3** 
Betid to any creature in the vessel 
Which thou heard'st cry, wTiich thou sawNt 
sink. Sit down, 

For thou must now know farther. 

Mira. Von have often 

Begun to tell me wTiat I am ; but stopp'd, 
Af'.d left me to a bootless irufuisition, 35 
Concluding ‘ Stay ; not yet'. 

Pro. T he hour’s now come ; 

The very minute bids thee ope thine ear. 
Obey, and be attentive. Caust thou re¬ 
member 

A time before we came unto this cell ? 

I do not think thou canst ; for then thou 
wast not 40 

Out tiiree years old. 

Mira. Certainly, sir, I can. 

Pro. By what ? By any ether house, or 
person ? 

Of any thing the image, tell me, that 43 
Hath kept svith lliy remembrance ! 

Mira. 'T is far off, 

And rather like a dream than an assurance 
That my remembrance warrants. Had 1 mT 
Four, or live, women once, that tended me? 
Pro. Thou hadst, and more, Miranda, 
But how is it 

That this lives in thy mind ? What scest 
thou else 

In the dark bad;ward and ab»ysm of time 7 
If iljou romcinb’rcst aught, ere thou cam’st 
here, 51 

How thou cam’st here thou mayst. 

Mira. But that I do not. 

Pro. Twelve year since, Miranda, twelve 
year since. 

Thy father was the Duke of Milan, and 
A i^rincc of power. 

Mira. Sir, are not you rny father ? 

Pro. Thy mother was a piece of virtue, 
and 5 f> 

She said thou wast my daughter ; and thy 
father 

Was Duke of Milan, and his only heir 
And princess no worse issued. 

Mira. O, the licavens ! 

What foul play had we that wc came from 
thence ? 60 

Or blessed was’t wc did ? 

Pro. Both, both, my girl. 

By foul play, as thou say'st, wx*re wc heav'd 
thence; 
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Scene 2 ] 


But blessedly holp hither. 

Mira. O, my heart bleeds 

To think o* th’ teen that I have turn'd 
you to, 

V/hich is from my remembrance. Please 
you. hirtiier, o-, 

Pro. My brother and thy uncle, call'd 
Antonio— 

I pray thee, mark me that a brother should 
Be so perhdious. H*, who n nc>:t thyselt 
Of all the world I lov’d, and to him put 
T he o 1 my state ; lu; at that time 

Throui;b all the signories it nas the rirst, n 
And Xhospero the I’tii.ne duke, being so 
reputed 

In dignity, and for the liberal arts 
Without a pardk‘ 1 , those being all my 
study— 

The government I east upon my brother 75 
And to my state grew stranger, being trans¬ 
ported 

And rapt in secret studies. Thy false 
uncle— 

Dost thou attend me ? 

Mira. Sir. most hecdfully. 

J'ro. Being once perfected how to gratit 
suits, 

T F<>w to deny them, who t* advarice. and wdio 
To trash for over-toj»pit'.g, new created tu 
The creatures that wore mine, I say, or 
char g'd ’em, 

Or else new form'd 'cm ; having both the 
key 

Of otficer and oific.e, set all hearts V th’ state 
To wliat tune iVleas’d Ids ear ; that now he 
was 

The ivy which had hid my princely trunk 
And suck'd my verdure out on't. Thou 
attend’st not. 

Mira. O, good sir, 1 do! 

Ihos. I pray thee, mark me, 

I thus neglecting worldly ends, all dedicated 
7 o closeness and the bettering of my mind 
With that which, but by being so retir'd, 
O’er-priz’d all popular rate, in my false 
brother 

Awak’d an evil nature ; and my trust. 
Like a good parent, did beget of him 
A falsehood, in its contrary as great 95 
As my tnist was; which had indeed no 
limit, 

A confidence sans bound. He being thus 
lorded. 

Not only with what my revenue yielded, 
But what my power might else exact, like 
one 

Who having into truth, by telling of it, 
Made such a sinner of his memory, 

To credit his own lie—he did believe 
lie was indeed the Duke ; out o’ th’ sub¬ 
stitution. 

And executing th' outward face of royalty 
With all prerogative. Hence his ambition 
growing— xos 


Dost thou hear ? 

Mira. Your talc, sir, would cure deafness. 
Pro. To have no screen between this part 
he play’d 

And him he play’d it for, I)e needs will be 
Absolute Milan, Me, pvx^r man—my Kbrmv 
Was dukedotn large cnougti—of temporal 
royalties no 

He tluriks me now incapable; confederates, 
So dry he vas lor sway, wi' th' King of 
Naples, 

To give him annual tribute, do him homage. 
^'.Ihject his coronet to bis crown, and hentl 
ihe dukedom, yet unbovv'd—alas, poor 
Milan I — 115 

'I'o most ignoide stooping. 

Mira. O the heavens ! 

Pro. Mark his condition, and th' event, 

then tell me 

If this Diigiii be a brother. 

Mira. 1 should sin 

To think but nobly of my grandmother : 
Good wombs have bornt bad son*'. 

Pro. Now the condition : 

This King of Naples, being an enemy jn 
To me inveterate, hearlaMis ruy brother’s 
suit; 

Which was, that he, in lieu o’ tld prcmdsi s, 
Of homage, and I know not how im:ch 
tribute, is4 

Should presently extirpate me and mine 
Out of the dukedom, and confer lair Alilan 
With all the honours on my brother. 
Whereon, 

A treacherous army lc\'icd, one midnight 
Fated to tlT purpose, did Antonio open 
The gates of Milan; and, i' th’ dead of 
darkness, 130 

The minir.lers for th' purpose hurried 
thence 

Me and thy crying self. 

Mira. Alack, for pity ! 

I, not remcmb’ring how I cried out then. 
Will cry it o’er again ; it is a hint 
That wrings mine eyes to't. 

Pro. Hear a little further. 

And then I'll bring thee to the present 
business 136 

Which now’s upon's; without the which 
this story 

Were most impertinent. 

MtVa. Wherefore did they not 

That hour destroy us ? 

Pro. Well demanded, wench ! 

My tale provokes that question. Dear, they 
durst not, 140 

So dear the love my people bore me ; nor 
set 

A mark so bloody on the business; but 
With colours fairer painted their foul ends, 
In few, they hurried us aboard a bark ; 
Bore us some leagues to sea, where they 
prepared 143 

A rotten carcass of a butt, not rigg'd, 
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Nor (acklc, sail, nor mast; the ver>’^ rats 
Instinctively have quit it. There they 
hoist us, 

cry to th* sea, that roarM to us ; to sip^h 
To th* winds, whose pity, sighing back 
again, J.v' 

Did us but lo\ ing wrong. 

Mim. Alack, what trouble 

Was I then to you ! 

Pro. O, a cheruhin 

Thou wast that did preserve me! Thou didst 
smile, 

Infused with a fortitude from heaven. 
When 1 hive deck'd the sea with drops 
full salt, j.s.s 

Under my burden groan’d ; which rais’d in 
me 

An undergoing stomach, to bear up 
Against vvhat sliould ensue. 

Mira. How came we ashore ? 

Pro. By Providence divine. 

Some food we had and some fresh water 
that iOo 

A noble Neapolitan, Conzalo, 

Oat of his charity, who being then ap¬ 
pointed 

Master of this design, did givT iis, with 
Rich garments, linens, stuffs, and neces¬ 
saries, 

Which since have steaded much ; so, of his 
gentlejiess, 

Knowing I lov’d my books, he furnish’d me 
From mine own library with volumes that 
I prize above niy dukedom. 

Mira. Would I might 

But ever see that man ! 

Pro. Now 1 arise. 

[Pitts on his maniU. 
Sit still, and hear the last of our sea-sorrow. 
Here in this island we arriv’d ; and here 
Have I, thy sclioolrnaster, made thee more 
profit 17 ^ 

Than other princess’ can, that tia\c more 
time 

For vainer hours, and tutors not so careful. 

Mira. Heavens thank you for’t! And now, 

I pray you, sir, i;.s 

For still ’tis beating in my mind, your 
reason 

For raising this sea-storm ? 

Pro. Know thus far forth : 

By accident most strange, bountiful 
Fortune, 

Now my dear lady, hath mine enemies 
Brought to this shore; and by my pre¬ 
science jSo 

I find my zenith doth depend jipon 
A most auspicious star, whose iiitluence 
If now I cou t not, but omit, my fv^rtuncs 
Will ever afier droop. Here cease more 
queitions ; 

Thou art iivcPn'd to sleep; Tis a good 
dullness, 1S5 i 


[Act 1 

And give it way. 1 know thou canst not 
choose. 

IM iranda sice f) s. 
Come away, servant; come ; 1 arn ready 
now. 

Approach, my Ariel. Come. 

Enter Arihl. 

ArL All hail, great master! grave sir, 
hail! i come 

To answer thy best pleasure; be’t to fly. 
To swim, to dive into the fire, to lide 791 
On the curl’d clouds. To thy strong bidding 
task 

Ariel and all his quality. 

Pro. Hast thou, spirit. 

Perform’d to point the tempest that 1 bade 
tliec ? 

Ari. To every article. 195 

1 boarded the Khag's ship ; now on the beak, 
Sow in the waist, the deck, in every cabin, 
I flam’d amazement. Sometime I’d divide. 
And burn in many places; on the topmast, 
I’he yards, and bowsprit, would I llame 
distinctly, 200 

I hcn meet and join. Jove's lightning, the 
precursors 

O* th’ dreadful thunder-claps, more mom¬ 
entary 

And sight-outrunning were not; the fire 
and cracks 

Of sulphurous roaring the most mighty 
Neptune 

Seem to besiege, and make his bold waves 
tremble, ;:(.5 

Yea, his dread trident shake. 

Pro. My brave spirit! 

Who was so firm, so constant, that this coil 
Would not infect hisS reason ? 

Ari. Not a soul 

But felt a fever of the mad, and play’d 
Some tricks of desperation. All but 
mariners 210 

Plung’d in the foaming brine, and quit the 
vessel, 

Then all afire with me ; the King’s son, 
Ferdinand, 

With hair up-staring—then like reeds, not 
hair— 

Was the first man that leapt; cried ' Hell 
is empty, 214 

And all the devils are here 

Pro. Why, that’s my spirit! 

But was not this nigh shore ? 

Ari. Close by, my master. 

Pro. But are they, Arid, safe ? 

Ari. Not a hair perish’d ; 

On their sustaining garments not a blemish. 
But fresher than before; and, as thou 
bad’st me, 

In troops 1 have dispers’d them ’bout the 
isle, 220 

The King's son have I landed by himself, 
Whom I left cooung of the air with sighs 
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In an odd of the isle, and sitting, 

His arms in this sad knot. 

Pro, Of the King’s ship. 

The mariners, say how thou hast dispos’d, 
And all the rest o’ th’ fleet ? 

Ari. Safely in harbour 

Is the King’s ship ; in the deep nook, where 
once -S'-? 

Thou call’dst me up at midnight to fctcli 
dew 

From the still-vex’d Bermoothes, there she’s 
hid ; 

The mariners all under hatches stowed, 230 
Wiio, with a charm join’d to their suff’rcd 
labour, 

I have left asleep; and for the rest o* th’ 
fleet, 

Which I dispers’d, they all have met again, 
And are upon the Mediterranean flote 
Bound sadly home for Naples, 235 

Supposing that they saw the King’s ship 
wreck’d. 

And his great person perish. 

Pro, Ariel, thy charge 

Exactly is perform’d ; hut there’s more 
work. 

What is the time o* th’ day ? 

Ari, Past the mid season. 

Pro, At least two glasses. The time 'twixt 
six and now 210 

Must by us both be spent most preciously. 

Ari. Is there more toil ? Since thou dost 
give me pains, 

Let me remember thee what thou hast 
promis’d, 

Which is not yet p<*rform'd me. 

Pro, How now, moody ? 

What is’t tliou canst demand ? 

Ari. My liberty. 

Pro. Before the time be out ? No more ! 

Ari, 1 prithee. 

Remember I have done thee worthy service, 
Told thee no lies, made thee no mistakings, 
serv’d 

Without or grudge or grumblings. Thou 
didst promise 
To bate me a full year. 

Pro. Dost thou forget 

From what a torment I did free thee ? 

Ari, No. 

Pro, Thou dost; and think'st it much to 
tread the ooze 252 

Ot the salt deep, 

To run upon the sharp wind of the north. 
To do me business in the veins o’ th' earth 
When it is bak’d with frost. 

Ari, I do not, sir. 

Pro. Thou best, malignant thing. Hast 
thou forgot 257 

The foul witch Sycorax, who with age and 
envy 

Was grown into a hoop 7 Hast thou forgot 
her ? 

Ari. No, sir. 


Pro, Thou hast. Where was she 

born ? Speak ; tell me. 260 

Art, Sir, in Argier. 

Pro. 0 » was she so ? I must 

Once in a month recount what thou hast 
been, 

Which thou forget’st. This damn’d witch 
Sycorax, 

For mischiefs manifold, and sorceries 
terrible 

To enter human hearing, from Argier 26$ 
Thou know'st was banish’d ; tor one thing 
she did 

They would not take her life. Is not this 
true ? 

Ari, Ay, sir. 

Pro, This blue-ey’d hag was hither 
brought with child. 

And here was left by th’ sailors. Thou, my 
slave, 270 

As thou report'st thyself, w'ast then her 
servant; 

And, for thou wast a spirit too delicate 
i o act her earthy and abhorr’d commands, 
Refusing her grand bests, she did confine 
thee, 

By help of her more pot ent ministers, 275 
yVnd in tier most immitigable rage, 

Into a cloven pine ; within which rift 
Imprison’d thou didst painfully remain 
A dozen years; within which space she 
died. 

And left thee there, where thou didst vent 
thy groans 2^.1 

As fast as miU-whcels strike. Then was this 
island— 

Save for tlic son that she did litter here, 

A freckl’d whelp, hag-born—not honour’d 
with 

A human shape. 

Ari. Yes, Caliban her son. 

Pro. Dull thing, 1 say so; he, that Caliban 
Whom now I keep in service. Thou best 
know'st 28O 

What torment 1 did find thee in; thy groans 
Did make wolves bowl, and penetrate the 
breasts 

Of cver-angry bears ; it was a torment 
10 lay upon the damn’d, w’hich Sycorax 
Could not again undo. It was mine art, 
When I arriv'd and heard thee, that made 
gape 293 

The pine, and let thee out. 

Ari. 1 thank thee, master. 

Pro. If thou more muriniir'st, I will rend 
an oak 

And peg thee in his knotty entrails, till 295 
1 liou hast howl’d away twelve winters. 

Ari, Pardon, master; 

I will be correspondent to command. 

And do my spriting gently. 

Pro, Do so ; and after two days 

I will discharge thee. 

Ari, That’s my noble master I 
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What shall I do ? Say what. What shall 
I do ? 

Pro, Go make thyself like a nymph o* th' 
sea ; be subject 

To no sight but tiiiiie and mine, invisible 
To every eyeball else. Go take this shape. 
And hither come in *t. Go, hence with 
diligence! (Lxti Arid, 

Awake, dear heart, awake ; thou hast slept 
well; 3'>5 

Awake. 

Mira. The strangeness of your story pid 
Heaviness in me. 

Pro, b'hiikc: it oiff. Come on, 

Wc’li visit Caliban, my slave, who never 
Yields us kind answer. 

Mira. ’I'is a villain, sir, 

1 do not love to loolt on. 

Pro. But as ’tis, 

We cannot miss him : he does make our 
fire. 

Fetch in our wood, and serves in offices 
That profit us. Wliat ho ! slave ! Caliban ! 
Tliou earth, thou ! Speak. 

Cal. [Within] There’s wood enough 
within. 

Pro. Come forth. I say ; there’s other 
business for thee, p 

Cernc, thou tortoise ! wiien ? 

Re-enter Ariel like a water-nymph. 

Fine apparition I My quaint Ariel, 

Harlt in thine car. 

Ari. My lord, it shall be done, [fixit. 

Pro, Thou poisonous .slave, got by the 
devil himself 

Upon thy wicked darn, come forth 1 .vo 
Enter Caliiian. 

Cal. As wicked dew as e’er my mother 
brush’d 

With raven's feather from iinwhoiesorrie 
fc:i 

Drop on you both ! A south-west blow 
on ye 

And blister you all o'er ! 

Pro. For tliis, be sure, to-night thou slialt 
have cramps, 3*3 

Side-stitches thai: shall pen tliy breath up ; 
urchins 

Shall, for that vast of night that they may 
wo/k, 

All exerci c on tlicc ; thou shall be pinch’d 
As thick as honeycomb, each pinch more 
stinging 3^> 

Than bees that made ’em. 

Cal. I must eat my dinner. 

This island’s mine, by Sycorax rny mother, 
Which thou tak’st iroin me. When thou 
cam’st first, 

Thou strok’st me and made much of me, 
wouldst give me 

Water with berries in’t, and teach me how 
To name the bigger light, and how the less, 
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[Act 1 

That burn by day and night; and then I 
lov'd thee. 3^0 

And showkl thee all the qualities o* fh' isle, 
' 1 ‘he fresli springs, brine-pits, barren place 
and fertile. 

Curs’d be I that did so 1 All tlic charms 
Of Sycorax, toads, beetles, bats, light on 
you I 340 

For I am ail the subjects that you have. 
Which first was mine own king ; and here 
you sty me 

In this hard rock, whiles you do keep from 
me 

The rest o* th’ island. 

Pro. 'ihou most lying sla 3 e. 

Whom stripes may move, not kindness ! I 
have us'd thee, 345 

Filth as tiiou art, with human care, and 
lodg’d thee 

In mine own cell, till thou didst seek to 
violate 

The honour of my child. 

Cal. O ho, O ho ! Would *t had been done. 
Thou didst prevent me ; 1 had peopl’d else 
This isle with Calibans. 

Mira. Aldiorrcd slave, 351 

VV'hich any print of goodness wilt not take, 
Being capable of all ill! I pitied thee, 
look pains to make thee speak, taught 
thee each iiour 

One thing or other. When thou didst not, 
savage, 353 

Know thine owm meaning, but wouldst 
gabble like 

A thing most brutish, I endow’d thy 
purposes 

With words that made them known. But 
thy vile race, 

Though thou didst learn, had that in’t 
which good natures 

Could not abide to be with ; therefore wast 
thou 

Deservedly confin’d into this rock, who 
hadst 

Deserv’d more than a prison. 

Cal. You taught me langaugc, and my 
profit on’t 

Is, 1 know how to curse. The red plague 
rid you 

For learning me your language I 

Pro. llag-sced, hence ! 

Fetch us in fuck And be quick, thou ’rt 
best, 3 ^>6 

To answer other business. Slirug’st thou, 
malice ? 

If thou ncglcct'st, or dost unwillingly 
What 1 command, I'll rack thee with old 
cramps. 

Fill all thy bones with aches, make thee 
roar, 370 

That beasts shall tremble at thy din. 

Cal. No, pray thee. 

I Aside 11 must obey. His art is of such po w ’r, 
It would control my dam’s god, Setebos, 
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Scene 2] 

And make a vassal of him. 

Pro* So, slave ; hence ! 

[Exd Caliban, 

Re-enter Ariel invhihle, playing and sing¬ 
ing ; Ferdinand following* 

ArieVs Song, 

Come imlo these yd low sands* 3?5 
And tlicn take hands ; 

Curtsied when you have and kiss'd. 

The wild waves whist, 

I'oot it featly here and there, :r-i 
And, sweet sprites, tlic burden bear, 
Fark, hark 1 

Burden dispersedly. Bow-wow. 

The watch dof2:s baik. 

Biiiden dhperseilly, liow-vvow. 

Hark, hark ! I hear 
The strain of struttiiu:; chanticleer 3^3 
Cry, Cock-a-{i! d I e-do \v. 

Fer. Wliere should this music be ? I* th’ 
air or th' earth ? 

It sounds no more ; and sure it waits upon 
Some Rod o* th' island. Sitting on a bar\k, 
Weepins again the King my father’s wreck, 
This music crept by me upon the waters, 
Allaying both their fury and my passion 
With its sweet air ; thence 1 have follow’d 
it, 

Or it hath drawn me rather. But 'tis gone. 
No, it begitis again. sj’ 

ArieVs Song, 

FuH fathom five thy father lies ; 

Of his bones are coral made; 

Those are pearls that were his eyes ; 

Nothing of liim that doth fade 
But doth suffer a sea-change 4f(> 

Into something rich and strange, 
bca-nyrnphs hourly ring his kiieil : 

Burden. Ding-dong. 
Hark I now I hear them—Ding-dong 
bell. 

Fer, The ditty does remember my 
drown'd father. 

This is no mortal business, nor no sound 
That the earth owes. 1 hear it now above 
me. 

Pro, The fringed curtains of thine eye 
advance, 

And say what thou seest yoncl. 

Mira. What is't ? a spirit ? 

Lord, how it looks about! Believe me, sir, 
It carries a brave form. But 'tis a spirit. 

Pro. No, wench ; it eats and sleeps and ; 
hath such senses 412: 

As we have, such. This gallant which thou 
seest 

Was in the wreck ; and but he's something 
stain'd i 


With grief, that's beauty's canker, thou 
mightst call him 415 

A goodly person. He hath lost his fellows, 
And strays about to find 'cm. 

Mira. I might call him 

A thing divine ; for nothing natural 
1 ever saw so noble. 

Pro. I Aside] It goes on, 1 see, 

As my soul prompts it. Spirit, line spirit! 

ITl free thee 4*<» 

Within two days for this. 

Fer. Most sure, the goddess 

On whom these airs attend 1 Vouchsafe my 
pray'r 

May know it you remain upon this island ; 
And that you will some good instruction 
give 

IIow I may bear me here. My prime 
request, 42 s 

Which 1 do last pronounce, is, O you 
wonder I 

I f you be maid or no ? 

Mira. No wonder, sir ; 

But certainly a maid. 

Fer. My language ? Heavens ! 

I am the ber:l of them that speak tliis speech, 
Were 1 but where 'tis spoken. 

Pro. How ? the best ? 

What wort tliou, if the King of Naples 
heard thee ? 

Fer. A single thing, as I am now, that 
wonders 

To hear thee speak ot Naples. He docs hear 
me; 

And that he docs I weep. Myself am 
Naples, 

Who with mine eyes, never since at ebb, 
beheld 433 

I The King my father wreck’d. 

Mira. yMack, for mercy ! 

Fer. Yes, faith, and all his lords, the 
Duke of xMilan 

And his brave son being twain. 

Pro. [Aside] The Duke of Milan 

And his more braver daughter could 
control thee, 

If now 't^vcrc fit to do’t. At the first sight 
i hey have chang'd eyes. Delicate Arid, 
ril set thee free for this. [To Fer.J A word, 
good sir ; 41 

I fear you have done yoursidf some waong ; 
a word, 

Mira. WTiy speaks my father so uii- 
gently ? This 

Is the third man that e’er I saw ; the first 
That e’er I sigh’d for. Pity move my father 
To be inclin'd nry way ! 

Fer. O, if a virgin. 

And your afi'cction not gone forth, ITI make 
you 44 » 

T he Queen of Naples. 

Pro. Soft, sir ! one word more. 

[Aside] They are both in cither's pow'rs ; 
but this swift business 45 « 
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[Act 2 


1 must unensy make, lest too light winning 
Make Lhc prize light. (To Per,] One word 
more ; I charge thee 

That thou attend me ; thou dost here usurp 
The name thou ow’st not ; and hast pat 
thyself 

Upon Ihis island as a spy, to win it 45!) 
Prom me, the h)rd on’t. 

PVr. N(', as I arn a man. 

Mtra. Tlieic’s notiiing ill can dwell in 
such a temple. 

If the ill spirit have so fair a liouse. 

Good things wiil strive to dwell wifh’t. 
Pro. Follow me. 

Speak not you for him ; he’s a traitor. 

Co trie ; e'-- - 

rn manacle thy neck and feet together. 
Sea-water slialt thou drink; thy food shall he 
The fresh-brook mussels, wither’d roots, 
and husks 

Wherein the acorn cradled. Follow. 

Per. No; 

1 will resist such entertainment till 4C*'> 
Mine enemy has more power. 

[He draws, and is charmed from mnviji^. 
Mira. O dear father. 

Make not too rash a trial of him, for 
He’s gentle, and not fearful. 

Pro. What, I say, 

My foot my tutor? Put thy sword up, 
traitor; 

Who mak’st a show' but dar’st not strike, 
thy conscience i;-' 

Is so possess’d with guilt. Come from thy 
ward; 

For I can here disarm thee with this stick 
And make thy weapon drop. 

Mrru. Beseech you, father ! 

JVo. Hence! Hang not on my garments. 
Mira. t^ir, have pity ; 

I’ll be his surety. 

Pro. Silence ! One word more 

Shall make me chide tliec, if not hate 
thee. What! 470 

An advocate for an impostor ! hush I 
Thou think’st there is no more such shapes 
as he. 

Having seen but him and Caliban. Foolish 
wench ! 

To th’ most of men this is a Caliban, 4‘!‘^ 
And they to him arc angels. 

Mira. My affections 

Are then most humble; I have no ambition 
To see a goodlier man. 

Pro. Come on ; obey. 

Thy nerves are in their infancy again, 

And have no vigour in them. 

Per. So they arc ; 

My spirits, as in a dream, are all bound up. 
My father’s loss, the weakness which I feel, 
The wueck of all my friends, nor this man’s 
threats 4«s 

To whom I am subdu’d, arc but light to me. 
Might I but through my prison once a day 
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Behold this maid. All corners else o' th' 
earth 4<jx 

Let liberty make use of; space enough 
Have I in such a prison. 

Pro. [Aside] It works. [To PVr.] Come 
on.— 

dliou hast done well, line Ariel! [To Per.] 
b\diow’ me. 

[To Aric/J Hark what thou else slialt do me. 

Mira. Be of comfort; 

My father’s of a better nature, sir, 4<j0 

Than he appears by speech ; this is un¬ 
wonted 

Which now' came from him. 

Pro. {To Aradl Thou shalt be as free 
As mountain winds ; but then exactly do 
All points of my command. 

Art. To th* syllable. 

Pro. [To Fcr.J Come, folknv. [To Mi»u.| 
bpeak not for him. Ib.xcitnL 

ACT TWO 

SCF.NF T. Another part of the island. 

Enter Ai.onso, Sfrastian, Anton’io, 
Gonzalo, Adrian, Francisco, midOdicrs. 

Con. Beseech you, sir, be merry ; you 
have cause. 

So have wc all, of joy ; for our escape 
Is much beyond our loss. Our hint of woe 
Is common ; e\ cry day, some sailor's wife. 
The masters of some merchant, and the 
merchant, 5 

Have just our theme of woe ; but for the 
miracle, 

I mean our preservation, few in millions 
Can speak like us. Then wisely, good sir, 
weigh 

Our sorrow with our comfort. 

Ahn . Prithee, peace. 

Seh. He receives comfort like cold 
porridge. lo 

xAiif. The visitor will not give him o’er so. 
Seif. Look, he’s winding up the watch of 
his wit; by and by it will strike. 

Gori. Sir— 

Seb. One—Tell. 15 

Gon. When every grief is entertain’d 
that’s offer’d, 

Comes to th’ entertainer— 

Seb. A dollar. 

Gon. Dolour comes to him, indeed ; you 
have spoken truer than you purpos’d, 20 
Scb. You have taken it wiselier than I 
meant you should. 

Gon. Therefore, my lord— 

Ant. Fie, what a spendthrift is he of his 
tongue ! 

Aloft. 1 prithee, spare. 

Gon. Well, I have done ; but yet — 25 

Seb. He will be talking. 

Ant. Which, of he or Adrian, for a good 
wager, first begins to crow ? 
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Scene 1] 

Sch. The old cock. 

Ant. The cock’rcl. 3 « 

Seb, Done. The wager ? 

Anl. A laughter. 

Seb, A match! 

Adr. Though this island seem to be 
desert— 

Ha, ha, ha ! 

Seb, So, you’re paid. 3 "' 

AJr, ITninhabUahlc, and ahnost inacces- 
sihlc— 

Seb, Yet— 

Adr, Yet— 

Ant, lie could not miss’t, 

Adr. It must needs be of subtle, tender, 
and delicate temperance. 

Ant. Temperance was a delicate wench. 
Seb, Ay, and a subtle; as he most 
learnedly deliver’d. 

Adr. The air breathes upon us here most 
sweetly. 

Seb. As if it had lungs, and rotten ones. 
Ani. Or, as ’twere perfum’d by a fen. 
Genu Here is everything advantageous to 
life. -ir 

Aut, True ; save means to live. 

Seb. Of that there’s none, or little. 

Gon. How lush and lusty the grass looks ! 
how green ! 

Atii, The ground indeed is tawny. 

Seb. With an eye of green in’t. 

Anf. He misses not miicli. 

Seb. No ; he doth but mistake the truth 
totally. 

Gon, But the rarity of it is, which is 
indeed almost beyond credit— 5^* 

Seb. As many vouch’d rarities arc. 

Gon. That our garments, being, as they 
were, drench'd in the sea, hold, notwith¬ 
standing, their freshness and glosses, being 
ratlicr new-dy’d, than stain’d with salt 
water. <.»> 

Ant, If but one of his pockets could 
speak, would It not say he lies ? 

Seb. Ay, or very falsely pocket up his 
report. 

Gon. Methinks our garments are now as 
fresh as when we put them on first in 
Afric, at the marriage of the Ki^'g's fair 
daughter Claribel to the King of Tunis, oo 
Seb. 'Twas a sweet marriage, and we 
prosper well in our return. 

Adr. Tunis was never grac’d before witb 
such a paragon to their queen. 7f> 

Gon. Not since widow Dido’s time. 

Ant. Widow I a pox o’ that! How came 
that ‘ widow ’ in ? Widow Dido ! 

Seb. What if he had said ‘ widower 
.^neas * too ? Good Lord, how yon take it! 

Adr. ‘ Widow Dido ’ sand you ? You make 
me study of that. She was of Carthage, not 
of Tunis. 77 

Gou. This Tunis, sir, was Carthage. 

Adr, Carthage ? I 


Gon. T assure you, Carthage. So 

Ani. His word is more than the miracu¬ 
lous harp. 

.Seb. He hath rais'd the wall, and houses 
too. 

Ani. What impossible matter will he 
make easy next ? 

Seb. I think he will carry this island 
home in his pocket, and give it his son for 
an apple. 8 s 

.Ant. And, sowing the kernels of it in the 
sea, bring forth more islands. 

Gon. Ay. 

Ani. Why, in good thne. 

(rO}i. Sir, we w(‘re talking that our gar- 
merits seem now as fresh as when wc were 
at 'i unis at the marriage of your daughter, 
who is now Queen. 

Aut. And the rarest that e’er came there. 
Seb. Bate, I beseech you, widow Dido. 
Ant. O, widow Dido ! Ay, widow Dido. 
Gon. Is not, sir, my doublet as frcsli as 
the Iirst day I w\>re it ? 1 mean, in a sort, 
Ani. That ‘sort’ was well fish’d for. 

Gon. When I wore it at your daughter’s 
marriage ? 

Alon. You cram these words into mine 
cars against too 

The stomach of my sense. Would I had 
nc\'cr 

Married my daughter there; for, coming 
thence, 

My son is lost ; and, in my rate, she too, 
Who is so far from Italy removed lo.j 

I ne’er again shall see her, O thou mine heir 
Of Naples and of Milan, what strange fish 
Hath made his meal on thee ^ 

Fran. Sir, he may live ; 

I saw him beat the surges under him. 

And ride upon their backs ; he trod the 
water. 

Whose enmity he flung aside, and breasted 
The surge most swoln that met him; his 
bold head 11 t 

'Bovc the contentious waves he kept, and 
oared 

Himself wdth his good arms in lusty stroke 
To th’ shore, that o'er his wave-worn basis 
bow'cd. 

As stooping to relieve him. I not doubt n.s 
He came alive to land. 

Alon. No, no, he’s gone. 

Seb. Sir, you may thank yourself for this 
great loss. 

That would not bless our Europe with your 
daughter, 

But rather lose her to an African ; 

Where she, at least, is banish’d from your 
eye, x2o 

Who hath cause to wet the grief on’t. 

Alon. Prithee, peace, 

Seb. You were kneel’d to, and impor¬ 
tun’d otherwise 

By all of us ; and the fair soul herself 
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Wcigird between loathness and obedience 
at 

Which end o’ th' beam should bow. We 
have lost your son, 125 

1 fear, for ever. Milan and Naples have 
Moc widows tJi them of this business’ 
makitvjr, 

Ilian we briiii!: men to comfort them ; 

The fault's your own. 

Alnn, So is the donr’st o’ th' loss. 

Goii, My lord Sebastian, i i'* 

The truth you speak doth lack some 
jrentlencss, 

And time to speak it in ; you rub the sore, 
When you should luiu!? the plaster. 

Sd\ Very well. 

Ant, And most chirurgconly. 

Gon, It is foul we.dlicr in us all, f^ood sir, 
W.hen you are cIouJv. 

Si-b. i^’owl weather ? 

Ant, Very foul. 

Gen. Had 1 plantation of tliis isle, mv 
lord— i.j? 

AnL He’d sow't with nettle-seed. 
vSVh. Or docks, or mallows. 

Gon, And were the kint^ on't, what would 
I do ? 

S^’h. vSeape beini^ drunk for ivant of wine. 
Gon. r th’ commonwealth I would by 
contraries mi 

Execute all things ; for no kind of traffic 
Would I admit; no name of magistrate ; 
Letters sluiuld not be known; riches, 
poverty, 

And use of service, none; contract, 
succession, iis 

Bourn, bound of land, tilth, vineyarvi, 
none; 

No use of metal, corn, or wine, or oil; 

No occnpatiofi ; all men idle, all; 

And women too, bift innocent and pure ; 
No sovereignty—■ 

Srb, Yet he would be king oii’t. 

Ani. 'Ihe latter end of his commonwealth 
forgets the heginniiig. 1.^,2 

Gon. All things in common nature should 
produce 

Without sweat or endeavour. Treason, 
felony, 

Sword, pike, knife, gun, or need of any 
engine, iss 

Would I not have; but nature should 
briiig forth. 

Of it own land, all t^oison, all abundance. 
To feed my innocent people. 

Seb. No marrying 'mong his subjects ? 
Anh None, man ; all idle ; w'hores and 
knaves, 160 

Gon. 1 would with such perfection govern, 
sir, 

T' excel the golden age, 

Setf. Save his Majesty ! 

Ant, Long live Gonzalo 1 

Gon. And—do you mark me, sir ? 


[Act 2 

Alon, Prithee, no more; thou dost talk 
nothing to me. 164 

Gon. I do well believe your Highness ; 
and did it to minister occasion to the.se 
gentlemen, who are of such senwble and 
nimble lungs that they always use to laugh 
at nothing. 

Ant. 'Twas you we laugh’d at, 

Gon. Who in tins kind of merry fooling 
am nothing to you ; so you may continue, 
and laugh at nothing still. i 7 '» 

AnL What a blow w'as there given I 
Seh . An it had not fall’n flat-long. 

Gon. You are gentlemen of brave mettle ; 
you would lift the moon out of her sphere, 
if she would continue in it five weeks with¬ 
out cha.nging. ms 

liuier A.RiKi , i)i visible, pluyhu4 solemn rtmsie, 

Seh. Wc would so, and then go a-bat- 
fowling. 

Ant. Nay, good my lord, be not angry. 
Gon. No, 1 w’arrant you; I will ix't 
adventure my discretion so weakly. Will 
you laugh me asleep, for I am very hea^’y ? 
.Ant. Go sleep, and hear us. ist 

(Ah sleep hut Alon., Seh. and Ani, 
Alon. What, all so soon asleep I 1 wish 
mine eyes 

Would, with themsches, shut up my 
thoughts ; i find 
They arc inclin’d to do so. 

Seh. Please you, sir. 

Do not on>it the heavy ofl'er of it; 1^5 

It seldom visits sorrow ; when it doth, 

It is a ccnifcrter. 

Ant. W’e two, my lord, 

Will guard voiir person wliilc you take your 
rest, 

And watch your safety. 

Alon. Tliank you—-wondrous hea\'V ! 

fA/onso sleeps. Exit Ariel. 
Seb. What a strange drowsiness possesses 
them! 100 

Ant. It is the quality o’ th’ climate. 

Seb. Why 

Doth it not then our eyelids sink ? I find 
not 

Myself dispos’d to sleep. 

Ani. Nor I ; my spirits are nimble. 
They fell together all, us by consent; 

They dropp’d, as by a thunder-stroke. 
What might, 

W’orthy Sebastian ? O, W'hat might I No 
more! 

.And yet melhinks I see it in thy face. 
What thou should.st be; th’ occasion 
speaks thee ; and 

My strong imagination secs a crown 109 
Dropping upon thy head, 

Seb. What, art thou waking ? 

Do you not hear me speak ? 

Seb. I do ; and surely 

It is a sSlecpy language, and thou speak’st 
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Scene 1] 

Out of thy slcept What is it thou didst say ? 
This is a strange repose, to be asleep 
With eyes wide open ; standing, speaking, 
moving, 

And yet so fast asleep, 

A>d. Noble vSehastian, 

Thou let'st thy fortune sleep“<^io rather ; 
wink’st 

Whiles thou art waking. 

Sch, Thou tiosl snore distinctly ; 

'I'hcre's meaning in tiiy snores. 

Aid. I arn more serious than my custom ; 
you 

Must be so too, if heed me ; w hich to do 
Trebles thee o'er. 

Sch . Weil, 1 am standing water. 

Ant. ril teach you how to flow. 

Scb. Do so : to ebb, 

Hereditary sloth instructs me. 

Aid. O, 

If you but knew liow you the purpose 
chcrlsii, -i.':* 

Vv'liiles tlms you mock it! how. in stripping 
it, 

You more invest it! Ii(>iung men indeed, 
Most often, do so near the bottom run 
Hy their own fear or sloth. 

Sd). Prithee say on, 

1 he setting of thine eye and chcc.K proclaim 
A matter from thee ; and a birin, indeed, 
Which throes thee much to yield. 

Atd. Thus, sir : 

AUhougli this lord of weak remembrance, 
this 

Who sliali be of as little memory 
When he is earth’d, hath here almost 
persuaded— 

I’or he's a spirit of persuasion, only 
Professes to persuade—the King his son's 
alive, 

'Tis as impossible that he’s undrown’d 
v\s he that sleeps here swims. 

.SV 6 . 1 h.avc no lioiie 

That he's undrown’d. 

Ant. O, out of that ‘ no hope ’ 

What great hope have you! No hope that 
way is =31 

Another way so high a hope, that even 
Ambition cannot pierce a wink beyond. 
But doubt discovery there. Will you grant 
with me 

That Ferdinand is drown'd ? 

Seb, He’s gone. 

Ant, i hen tell me, 

Who's the next heir of Naples ? 

Seh, Claribel. 

Ant, She tliat is Queen of Tunis ; she 
that dwells 

Ten leagues beyond man's life; she that 
from Naples 

Can have no note, unless the sun were post. 
The Man i' th’ Moon’s too slow, till new¬ 
born chins 240 

Be rough and razorable; she that from w hom 
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We all were sea-swallow'd, tliough some 
cast again, 

And by that destiny, to perform an act 
Whereof what’s past is prologue, wliat to 
come 

In yours and rny discharge, 

Seb, What stud is this 1 How say you ? 
'Tis true, my brother’s daughter's Queen of 
Tunis; i-.}6 

So is she iieir of Naples; 'twixt which 
regions 

'^i'hcrc is some space. 

Ant. A space whose cv'ry cubit 

Seems to cry out ’ How shall that Chirtlud 
Measure us back io Naples ^ Keep in J unis. 
And let Sebastian wakeSay this were 
dcatii I'Tjr 

That now hath seiz’d them : why, they 
were no worse 

1 han now they are. I here be that can rule 
Naples 

As well as he that sleeps ; lords that can 
prate 

As amply and unnecessarily 255 

As this Gonzalo ; 1 myself could make 
A chough ot as deej) chat. O, that you bore 
The mind tiiat 1 . do! Wiial a sleep were this 
For your advancement I l>o you under¬ 
stand me ? 

Sch. Metiiinks 1 do. 

Ant. And hew does your content 

Tciuicr your own good fortune 

Sfh. I remember 

You did supplant your brother Prospero. 

Ani. True, 

And look how well my garments sit upon 
me, 

Much Icater than before. My brother’s 
servants 

Were then my fellows ; now they are my 
laien. 205 

Seb. Bi!t, for your conscience— 

Ani. Ay, sir ; where lies that ? If 'twere 
a Kibe, 

'Twouid put me to my slipper; hut I feel 
not 

This deity in my bosom ; twenty con¬ 
sciences 

That stand 'twixt me and Milan, candied 
be they 2:0 

And melt, ere they molest I Here lies your 
brother. 

No better than the earth he lies upon, 

If he were that which now he’s like— 
that’s dead; 

Whom 1 with this obedient steel, three 
inches of it. 

Can lay to bed for ever ; whiles you, doing 
thus, ' 2/5 

To the perpetual wink for aye might put 
This ancient morsel, this Sir Prudence, wiio 
Should not upbraid our course. For all the 
rest, 

They’ll take suggestion as a cat laps milk ; 
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They'll tell the clock to any business that 
We say beiits the hour. 

.S't'iy. Thy case, dear friend. 

Shall be my precedent; as thou got’st 
Milan, 

PJlcomc Iv/ Naples. Draw thy sword. One 
stroke 

Shall free thee from the tribute which thou 

payest; 

And I the King shall love thee, 

Anf, Draw together ; 

And when I rear my hand, do you the like, 
To fall it on Gonzalo. 

Scb. O, but one word. 2S7 

f77iey talk apart. 

Re-enter Ariel, invisible, with music and 
song. 

Ari, My master through his art foresees 
(he danger 

That you, his friend, arc in; and sends me 
forth— 

For else his project dies—to keep them 
living. 2i.n) 

rSiufiS in Gonzalo's ear. 

While yon here do snoring lie, 
Open-ey’d conspiracy 
llis time doth take. 

If of life you keep a care, 

Shake otf slumber, and beware, 
Awake, awake! 

Ant. Then let us botli be sudden. 

Gon. Now, good angels 

Preserve the King I [T/icy wake. 

Aion. Why, how now ?—Ho, awake !— 
Why arc you drawn ? 

Wherefore this ghastly looking ? 

Gon. Wtiat’s the matter ? 

Set. Whiles we stood here securing your 
repose, 3»'>^ 

Even now, w'e heard a hollow burst of 
bellowing 

Like bulls, or rather lions ; did't not wake 
you ? 

It struck mine car most terribly. 

Alon. 1 heard nothing. 

Ant. O, Twas a din to fright a monster’s 
ear, 305 

To make an earthquake! Sure it was the roar 
Of a whole herd of lions. 

Alon. Heard you this, Gonzalo ? 

Gon. Upon mine honour, sir, 1 heard a 
humming, 

And that a strange one too, wliich did 
aw'ake me ; 

I shak’d you, sir, and cried ; as mine eyes 
open’d, 

I saw their weapons drawn—there was a 
noise, 

That’s verily. 'Tis best we stand upon our 
guard, 

Or that wc quit this place. Let’s draw our. 
weapons. | 


[Act 2 

Alon. Lead off this ground; and let's 
make further search 
For my poor son, 

Gon. Heavens keep him from these beasts! 
For he is. sure, i' th' island. 

Alon. Lead away. 316 

Ari. Prospero my lord shall know what I 
have done; 

So, King, go safely on to seek thy son. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IL Another part of the island. 

Enter Caliban, with a burden of wood. 

A noise of thunder heard. 

Cal. All the infections that the sun sucks 
up 

From bogs, fens, flats, on Prosper fall, and 
make him 

By inch-meal a disease! His spirits hear 
me, 

And yet I needs must curse. But they'll 
nor pi!ich. 

Fright me with urchin-shows, pitch me i’ 
th’ mire, 5 

Nor lead me, like a firebrand, in the dark 
Out of my way, unless he bid 'em ; but 
For every trifle are they set upon me ; 
Sometime like apes that mow and chatter 
at me, 

And after bite me ; then like hedgehogs 
which irt 

Lie tumbling in my barefoot way, and 
mount 

Their pricks at my footfall; sometime 
arn I 

All wound with adders, who with cloven 
longtjes 

Do hiss me into madness. 

Enter Trinculo. 

Lo, now, lo! 

Here comes a spirit of his, and to torment 
me 15 

For bringing wood in slowly. Til fall flat; 
Perchance he will not mind me. 

Here's neither bush nor shrub to 
bear off any weather at all, and another 
storm brewing ; I hear it sing i’ th' wind. 
Yond same black cloud, yond huge one, 
looks like a foul boml)ard that would shed 
his liquor. If it should thunder as it did 
'.efore, 1 know not where to hide my head. 
Yond same cloud cannot choose but fall by 
pailfuls. What have wc here ? a man or a 
fish ? dead or alive ? A fish : he smells like 
a (is!i; a very ancient and fish-like smell ; 

Kind of not-of-the-newest Poor-John. A 
strange fish ! Were I in England now, as 
once 1 was, and had but this fish painted, 
not a holiday fool there but would give a 
piece of silver. 'I'here would this monster 
make a man; any strange beast there 
makes a man; when tliey will not give a 
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Scene 2 ] 

d^yit tv) relieve a lame be^^ar, they w ill lay 
out ten tv) sec a dead Indian. like a 

man, and his fins like arms ! Warm, o’ my 
troth ! 1 do now lei loose mv opinion ; hold 
it no longer : this is no fish, hut an inlander, 
that hath lately siUlered hy a thunuorholt. 
[TliunLie.il Alas, the storm is tome again ! 
My best way is to creep under his gaberviinc; 
th?re is r.o other shelter hcrea])oiit. Misery 
acquaints a man with wStrange bedfellows. 
I will here shroud till the dregs of tiic storm 
be past. 

Enter Stephano singing; a bottle in his hand. 

Ste, I shall no more to sea, to sea, 4 ^ 
Here shall I die ashore— 

This is a very scurvy tunc to sing at a man’s 
funeral; well, here’s my comfort. [Drinks. 

The master, the sw’abber, the boat- 
sw^ain, and I, 

The gunner, and his mate, 45 

Lov’d Mall, Meg, and Marian, and 
Margery, 

But none of us car’d for Kate ; 

For she had a tongue with a tang. 
Would cry to a sailor * Go hang! ’ 

She lov’d not the savour of tar nor 
of pitch, 50 

Yet a tailor might scratch her 
where’er she did itch. 

Then to sea, boys, and let her go 
hang! 

This is a scurvy tune too; but here’s my 
comfort. {.Drinks. 

Cal. Do not torment me. O ! 54 

Ste. What’s the matter ? Have wc devils 
here ? Do you put tricks upon ’s with 
savages and men of Ind ? Ha I I have not 
scap’d drowning to be afeard now of your 
four legs ; for it hath been said : As proper 
a man as ever went on four legs cannot 
make him give ground ; and it shall be said 
so again, while Stephano breathes at 
nostrils. 60 

Cah 'I'he spirit torments me. O ! 

Ste. This is some monster of the isle with 
four legs, who hath got, as I take it, an 
ague. Where the devil should he learn our 
language ? 1 will give him some relief, if it 
he but for that. If 1 can recover him, and 
keep him tame, and get to Naples with him, 
he’s a present for any emperor that ever 
trod on neat’s leather. 

Cal. Do not torment me, prithee; I’ll 
bring my wood home faster. 09 

Ste. He’s in his fit now, and does not talk 
after the wisest. He shall taste of my 
bottle ; if he have never drunk wine afore, 
it will go near to remove his fit. If I can 
recover him, and keep him tame, I will not 
take too much for him; he shall pay for 


him that hath him, and that scundly. 74 
Cal. Thou dost me yet but little ht rt; 
thou wilt aijon, I know it by thy trembi ng ; 
now Prosper \vorks upon tlice. yO 

Ste. Come on ycuir ways ; open your 
mouth ; iieic is lltat which will give 
language to you, cat. Open your ; 

this will shake your shaking, 1 can tell yru, 
and that soiiiully ; yv)u cannot tell wh ’s 
your friemd. Open your chaps again. 

Trin. I should know that voice; it 
should be—but he is drowre’d ; and tlici c 
arc devils. O, defend me ! -'if ? 

Ste. hour legs and two voices ; a most 
delicate monster ! His forward voice, now, 
is to speak well of his friend ; his bacKvv:iiu 
voice is to ntter foul speeches and to de¬ 
tract. If all the wine in my bottle will 
recover him, I will help his ague. Come— 
Amen I 1 will pour some in thy other 
mouth. 

Trin. Stephano 1 

Ste. Doth thy other mouth call rr:e i* 
Mercy, mercy I This is a de\ il, and no 
monster ; I wall leave him ; 1 have no long 
spoon. 

Trin. Stephano ! If thou bcest Stephano, 
touch me, and speak to me ; for I am 
Trinculo—be not afeard—thy good friend 
Trinculo. 95 

Ste. If thou beest Trinculo, come forth ; 
I’ll pull thee by the lesser legs; if any be 
'I'rinculo’s legs, these are they. Thou art 
very Trinculo indeed ! How cam’st thou 
to be the siege of this moon-calf ? Can he 
vent Trinculos ? 99 

Trin. 1 took him to be kill’d with a 
thunderstroke. But art thou not drown’d, 
Stephano ? 1 hope now thou are net 

drown’d. Is the storm overblown ? I hid 
me under the dead moon-calf's gaberdine 
for fear of the storm. And art thou living, 
Stephano 7 O Stephano, two Neapolitans 
scap’d! »'^5 

Sle. Prithee, do not turn me about; my 
stomach is not constant. 

Cal. I Aside] 't hese be fine things, an if 
they be not sprites. 

That’s a brave god, and bears celestial 
liquor. 

1 will kneel to him. no 

Ste. How didst thou scape ? How cam’st 
thou hither ? Swear by this bottle how 
thou cam’st hither—1 escap’d upon a butt 
of sack, which the sailors heaved o’erboard 
—by this bottle, which I made of the bark 
of a tree, with mine own hands, since I was 
cast ashore. 115 

Cal. I'll swear upon that bottle to be 
thy true subject, for the liquor is not 
earthly. 

Sle. Here; swear then how thou escnp’dst. 
Trin. Swum ashore, man, like a duck ; 1 
can swim like a duck, I’ll be sworn. i2'> 
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Sle. [Passhifi the hutik] IJerc, kiss the 
book. Though thou canst swim like a 
duck, thou art made like a goose. 12? 
Ttin. O Sle]ihano, hast any more of this? 
Sti\ The wnoJe buft, man ; my celiar is 
in a rock l>y tli^ seaside, A\herc my wine is 
hid. Hovv now, moon-calf! Ilow does thine 
ague ? 126 

Cah Hast thou not dropp’d from licavcn? 
Sk. Out o’ tli' moon. I do assure thee ; 1 
w\as thr‘ Man i' th’ Moon, when time was. 

Cal. 1 iiavc seen thee i.n her, and I do 
a uvre thee. My mistioss show’d me thee, 
and thy dog ami tiry }u: :h. 

Sk. Come, swear to that; Kiss tlic hook. 
I Will furui U it anon with iic'v contents. 
Swear. \Ccdihau drinlsf:. 

7 'rin. By this good light, this is a very 
Shrdlow monster! I afeard of him ! A very 
weak monster ! The ^^un i’ tid Moon I A 
most poor credulou:- monster ! Well drawn, 
monster, in good sooth ! i,'?'/ 

Cal. rii show thee every fertile inch o’ 
th’ island; and 1 will kiss thy foot. 
I prithee he my god. 

Tr'ni. By this light, a most perfidious and 
drunken monster I When ’s govl’s asleep 
he’ll rob his bottle. i-r 

Cal. I’ll kiss thy foot; I’ll swear myself 
thy subject. 

Sk. Come on. then ; down, and swear. 
Trin. 1 s-iall l.mgii myself to death at this 
puppy-headed monster. A most scurvy 
monster I 1 could find in my heart to heat 
him— i4<‘ 

Ste. Come, kiss. 

Trin. Bat that the poor monsUr’s in 
drink. An abominable monster I 

Cal. rii show thee the best springs ; I’ll 
pluck thee benies ; 150 

I'll fish for thee, and get thee wood enough, 
A plague upon the tyrant that 1 serve! 

I’ll bear him no more sticks, but follow thee. 
Thou wondrous man. 

Trin. A most ridiculous monster, to make 
a wonder of a poor drunkard I vsc 

Cal, I prithee let rne bring thee where 
crabs grow'; 

And I with rny long nails will dig thee pig¬ 
nuts ; 

Show thcc a jay’s nest, and instruct thee 
how 

To snare the nimble marmoset; I’ll bring 
thee 

To clust’ring filberts, and sometimes I’ll 
get thee 

Young scarnels from the rock. Wilt thou go 
with me ? 

Sk. 7 prithee now, lead the way without 
any more talking. Trinculo, the King and 
all our company else being drown'd, w'c will 
inherit here. Hero, bear my bottle. 
Fellow Trinculo, we’il fill him by and by 
again, 166 


[Act 3 

Cal . [ 5 *ings drunkenly ] Farewell, master ; 
farewell, farewell I 

Trin. A howling monster; a drunken 
monster! 

Cal . No more dams TH make for fish; 
Nor fetch in firing 170 

At teqiiiririg, 

Nor scrape trcnchciing, nor wash dish. 
*Ban ’Ban, Ca—Caliban, 

Has a new master—Get a new man, 

ITecdom, higli-day! high-day, freedom ! 
irccdofu, high-day, freedom I 17b 

Sle. O brave mensUT I Lead the way. 

[Fxeifnf. 

ACT THREE 

SCTZKi: I. Before Prosperous cell. 

Bute, Fi:ri)inand, bearing a log. 

Fcr. There he some sports arc painful, 
and their labour 

i)elight in tiicm sets olT; some kinds of 
fc'iscnecs 

\rc nobly undergone, and most pot'C 
ma ti ers 

Point to rich ends. This my mean task 
Would be as f.eavy to me as oui<uis, but 
ihe misticss which I serve (juickens what’:' 

dead, < 

A\nd makes my lalAours pleasures. O, slu' i'. 
ftii limes more gentle than iier h;ihcr’s 
crabbed ; 

And lie’s compos’d of liarshness. I musi 
rci no VC 

Some thoinands of tlu'sc legs, and pile tliem 
up, n 

I’pon a sore injured ion ; rny sweet mistress 
Weeps when she sees me work, and says 
sueli baseness 

Had never like wceutor. 1 forget; 

But these sweet thoughts do even refresh 
uiy labours, 

Most busy, lea.^t when 1 do it. 

Enter Miranda ; and PROsriiRO at a 
(lislancef unseen . 

Mira. Alas, now ; pray you. 

Work not so hard ; I w'ould the liglitnitig 
had le 

Burnt up those logs that you arc enjoin’d 
to p*ilc. 

Pray, set it down and rest you ; when this 
burns, 

'Twill weep for having wearied you. My 
father 

Is hard at study ; pray, now, rest yourself ; 
He’s safe for tlicse three hours. 

Fcr. O most dear mistress. 

The sun will set before 1 shall discharge 
What I must strive to do. 

Mirn. If you'll sit down, 

Til bear your logs the while ; pray give me 
that; 24 
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Scene 1] 

I’ll carry it to the pile. 

Fer. No, precious creature; 

I had rather crack my sinews, break iny 
back, 

Than you should such dishonour underj^o. 
While I sit lazy by. 

Mira* It would beccnic me 

As well as it does you ; and 1 should do it 
With much more case ; for my good will 
is to it, 3' 

Aruf vours it is against. 

Fro. 1 Aside 1 Poor worm, thou art in¬ 
fected I 

This visitation shows it. 

Mird. You look wearily. 

Fer. No, noble mistress; ’tis tresh mark¬ 
ing with rnc 

When you arc by at iiiEht. I do beseech 
you, :n 

Chiefly that 1 might set it in my prayers, 
What is your name ? 

iMird. Miranda—O my father, 

T have broke your host to say so I 

i'cT. Admir’d Miranda ! 

Indeed the top of admiration ; worth 
What's dearest to the world ! Full many a 
lady 

I have ey’d with best regard ; and many a 
time 4' 

Th' harmony of their tongues liath into 
bondage 

jiI ought my too diligent ear; for several 
vlriucs 

Have 1 lik’d several women, never any 
With so full soul, but some defect in her 
Did quarril with the noblest grace she 
owWt -I.' 

\nd put it to the foil ; but you, O you. 

So perfect and so iieerless, arc created 
Of every creature’s best! 

Mira* 1 do not know 

One of rny sex ; no woman's face remember, 
Save, from my glass, mine own ; nor have 
I seen 5' 

More that 1 may call men than you, good 
friend, 

Amd my dear father. How features are 
abroad, 

f am skilicss of; but, by my modesty, 

7 he jewel in my dower, I would not wish 
Any companion in the world but you ; 5.' 

Nor can imagination form a shape. 

Besides yourself, to like of. But 1 prattle 
Something too wildly, and my father’s 
precepts 

I therein do forget. 

Fer, 1 am, in my condition, 

A prince, Miranda ; 1 do think, a king— 
I w ould not so !—and would no more endure 
I’his w ooden slavery than to sufler 6.; 
rhe flesh-fly blow my mouth. Hear my 
soul speak: 

The very instant that I saw you, did 
My heart fly to your service ; there resides 


To make me slave to it; and for your sake 
Am I tills patient log-man. 

Mira* Do you love me ? 

Fer. O heaven, O earth, bear witness to 
this sound. 

And crown what I profess with kind event. 
If I speak true I If hollowly, invert 7® 
! W hat best is boded me to mischief i I, 
Beyond all limit of what else i' th’ world, 
j>o love, iuize, honour you. 

lidira, I am a fool 

To weep at what I am , . d of. 

Pro. I As ide] Fair encounter 

Of two most rare affections I Heavens rain 
grace 73 

On that which breeds between ’em ! 

Fer* Wiicrcforc weep you ? 

Mira. At mine unw^orthiness, that dare 
not oiler 

What 1 desire to gi\ e, and much less take 
What I shall die to w^ant. But this is 
trifling ; 

And all the more it seeks to hide itscT, 80 
Uie bigger bulk it shows. Hence, bashful 
cunning I 

And jirompt me plain and lioly innocence I 
I am your wife, if you will marry me ; 

If not, Til die your maid. To be your fellow 
You may deny rnc; but I’ll be your 
servant, 85 

Wheiher you will or no. 

Fer. My mistress, dearest; 

And 1 tlius humble ever. 

Mira* My husband, then ? 

Fer. Ay, with a heart as willing 
As bondage e’er of freedom. Here's my 
hand. 

Mira. And mine, with my heart in’t. And 
now larcwell 9® 

Till half an hour hence. 

Fer* A thousand thousand ! 

[Exeunt Fer* and Mira, seiiiully* 
Pro. So glad of this as they 1 cannot be, 
WJio arc surpris’d withal ; hut my rejoicing 
At uoihing can be more. I’ll to my bovdi ; 
For yet ere supper time must I perform 95 
Much business appertaining. [Exit* 

Sci-NE II. Another part of the island. 
Enter Caliban, Stephano and Trinculo. 

Ste. Tell not me—when the butt is out 
we will drink water, not a drop beldre ; 
therefore bear up, and board 'em. Scr\ ant- 
monster, drink to me. 

Trirt. Servant-monster! The folly of this 
island ! They say there’s but five ui:on (liis 
isle ; we are three of them ; if th’ other two 
be brain’d like us, the state totters. 6 
Ste. Drink, servant-monster, when I bid 
thee ; thy eyes are almost set in thy head. 

Trin. Where should they be set else ? 
He were a brave monster indeed, if they 
were set in his tail. 10 

IS 
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Ste. My man-inoiisteT hath drown’d his 
tongue in sack. For ray part, the sea cannot 
drown me ; I swairii, ere I could recover the 
shore, five and thirty leagues, otT and on. 
By this light, tlion shalt be my lieutenant, 
monster, or ir»y standard, 15 

Trin. Your lieutenant, if you list; he’s 
no standard. 

Ste, We’ll not run, Monsieur Monster. 

Trin, Nor go neither ; but you'll lie like 
dogs, and yet say nothing neither. 

vSie. Moon-calf, speak once in thy life, if 
thou beest a good moon-calf. 

Cal. How does thy honour ? Let me lick 
thy shoe. 

I'll not serve him ; he Is not valiant. 

Trin, Thou best, most ignorant monster : 
I am in case to justle a constable. Why, 
thou debosh’d fisli, thou, was there ever 
man a coward that hath drunk so much 
sack as 1 to-day ? Wilt thou tell a mon¬ 
strous lie, hci!ig but half a fisli and half a 
monster ? 

Cal, Lo, how he mocks me I Wilt thou 
let him, my lord ? 

Trin. ‘ Lord ' quoth he ! That a monster 
should be such a natural 1 

Cal. Lo, lo again ! Bite him to death, I 
prithee. 

Ste. TTinculo, keep a good tongue in your 
head ; if you prove a mutineer—the next 
tree ! The poor inoaster's my subject, and 
he shall not suifcr indignity. 3s 

Cal. I thank my noble lorvl. Wilt thou he 
pleas’d to hearken once again to the suit 1 
made to thee ? 

Ste . Marry will I; kneel and repeat it; 1 
will stand, and so shall Trinculo. 

Enter Ariel, invisible. 

Cal. As I told thee before, I am siibjeci 
to a tyrant, a sorcerer, that by his cunning 
hath cheated me of the island. 

Ari. Thou liest. 

Cal, Thou liest, thou jesting 

monkey, thou ; 

I would my valiant master would destroy 
thee. 

I do not lie. 

Sle. Trinculo, if you trouble him any 
more in’s talc, by this hand, 1 will supplant 
some of your teeth. 40 

'Trin. Why, I said nothing, 

Sie. Mum, then, and no more. Pro¬ 
ceed. 

Cal. I say, by sorcery he got this isle ; 
From me he got it. If thy greatness will 
Revenge it on him—for 1 know thou dar'st. 
But this thing dare not— 5:' 

Ste. That’s most certain. 

Cal. Thou shalt be lord of it, and I’ll 
serve thee. 

Ste. How now shall this be compass’d ? 
Canst thou bring me to tiie party ? 5(» 
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fAct 3 

Cal Yea. yea my lord; I’ll yield liim 
thee asleep. 

Where thou mayst knock a nail into his 
head. 

Ari. Thou liest ; thou canst not. 

Cal. What a pied ninny’s this I Thou 
scurvy patch ! 60 

I do beseech thy greatness, gi\re him blows. 
And take his bottle, from him. When that’s 
gone 

ile shall drink nought but brine; for I’ll 
not .show him 

Where the quick freshes are. 64. 

Ste. Trinculo, run into no further danger; 
interrupt the monster one word further 
and, by this hand. I’ll turn my mercy out o* 
doors, and make a stock-hsh of thee. 

Trin. V/hy, what did 1 ? 1 did nothing. 
rU go farther oT. 

Ste. Didst tiioii not say he lied ? 70 

Ari. Thou liest. 

Ste. Do I so ? Take thou that. [ Beals 
him I As you like this, give mo the lie 
another time. 73 

Trin. 1 did not give the lie. Out o’ your 
wits and hearing too / A pox o’ yvUir botticl 
This can sack and drinking do. A murrain 
Oil your monster, and the devil take your 
fingers I 77 

Cal. Ha, lia, ha ! 

Ste. Now, forward with your tale.— 

Prithee stand further off. ' 80 

Cal. Beal him enough ; after a little time. 
I’ll beat him too. 

Ste. Stand farther. Come, proceed. 

Cal. Why, as 1 told thcc, ’tis a custom 
with ])im 

I’ th’ afternoon to sleep ; there thou mayst 
brain him, 

Having lust seiz’d his books ; or with a log 
Balter his skull, or paunch him with a 
stake, 86 

Or cut his wezand with thy knife. Re¬ 
member 

First to possess his books; for without 
them 

He’s but a sot, as I am, nor hath not 
One spirit to command ; they all do hate 

liim go 

As roolcdly as I. Burn but his books. 

He has brave utensils—for so he calls 
them— 

Which, when he has a house, he'll deck 
withal. 

And that most deeply to consider Is 
rhe beauty of his daughter ; he himself 
Calls her a nonpareil. I never saw a woman 
But only Sycorax my dam and she ; 97 

But she as far surpasseth Sycorax 
As great’s! does least. 

Ste. Is it so brave a lass ? 

Cal. Ay, lord ; she will become thy bed, 

1 warrjiut, 100 

And bring thcc forth brave brood. 
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Scene 2] 

St.e. Monster, 1 will kill this man; his 
daughter and 1 will bo King and Ouecn— 
save our Graces!—and Trinculo and thyself 
shall be viceroys. Dost thou like the plot, 
Irinciilo ? joj 

Irin. Excellent. 

Stc. Give me thy hand ; I am sorry 1 
beat thee; but while thou liv’st, keep a 
good tongue in tliy head. 

CaL Within this half hour will he be 
asleep. 

Wilt thou destroy him then ? 

Ste. Ay, on mine licnour. 

Ari, This will I tell my master. m 
CaL '.rtuHi niak’st me merry ; I .vm full 
of pleasure. 

Let us be jocund; will yon troll the catch 
You taught me hut while-ere ? 

Ste. At thy request, monster, I will de 
reason, any reason. Come on, "i rincnlo, let 
us sing. [Sings. 

Flout ’em and scoi]t 'em. 

And scout 'cm and flout ’em; 
Thought is free, 

CaL Tliat’s not the tune. 

[Arid fAays (he tune on a labor and [fipc. 
Sie. What is this same ? 

Trill. Tins is the tune of our catch, play’d 
by the picture of Nobody. 

Sie. If thou hecst a man, show thyself in 
thy likeness ; if thou bcest a devil, take’t 
as thou list. 

Trin. O, forgi\’e me my sins I i-f> 

Sie. Me that dies pays all debts. 1 defy 
thee. Mercy upon us ! 

CaL Art thou afeard ? 

Sie. No, monster, not I. 

CaL Be not afeard. The isle is full of 
noises, lu. 

Sounds, and sweet airs, that give delight, 
and huii: not. 

Sometimes a thousand iwaiigling instru- 
meiUs 

Will hum about mine ears ; and sometime 
voices, 

'i'hat, if I then had wak’d after long sleep, 
Whll make rnc sleep again ; and then, in 
dreaming, j35 

The clouds methought would open and 
show riches 

Ready to drop upon me, that, when I 
wak’d, 

1 cried to dream again. 

Sie. This will prove a brave kingdom to 
me, where 1 shall have my music for 

nothing. i-v* 

CaL When Prospero is destroy’d. 

Ste. I hat shall be by and by ; 1 remem¬ 
ber the story. 

Trin. The sound is going away; let’s 
follow it, and after do our work. J i i 

Ste. Lead, monster; w e’ll follow. I would 
1 could see this taborer; he lays it on. 


Trin. Wilt come ? Lli follow, Stephano. 

[lixeunt. 

SCENH III. Another pari of the. hland. 

F.nier Alonso, Sebastian, Antonio, 
Gonzalo, Adrian, I'KANctsco, and Others. 

Gou. By’r lakin, 1 can go no tnrthor, sir ; 
My old bones ache. Here’s a maze trod, 
indeed. 

Through furth-rights and meanders i By 
your patience, 

I needs must rest me. 

Aion. Old lord, 1 cannot blame thee, 
Who am myself attadi’d v. ith vvearincss .-s 
To th' dulling of my spirits ; sit uown and 
rest. 

Even here 1 u ill put oil niv hope, and keep it 
No longer for niy llattcrer ; he is drown’d 
Whom thus we stray to find, and the sea 
IVAiCkS 

Our frustrate search on land. Weil, let 
him g.o. J'- 

Ant. \Aside to S\\‘>d I am right glad that 
he’s so out of hope. 

Do not, for one repulse, forgo the puipose 
That you resolv’d t’ eflect. 

Seb. I Aside to Ani.] The next advantage 
Will we take IJiroiighly. 

Ant. I Aside to SVh.) Let it be to-night ; 
l"oi, now incy are oppress’d with travel, 
tiicy 15 

W ill not, nor cannot, use such vigilance 
As when they are fresh. 

Seb. [Aside to Ant.] I say, to-night; no 
more. 

Solemn and sirutige music ; and Pnosrrjio 
on the top, invisible. Fnier several slronge 
Shapes, hrin^ini^ in a banquet; and dar, 0 ' 
about it with gentle, actions of salutations ; 
and inviting the King, &e., to eat, they 
depart. 

Alon. W hat harmony is this ? My gcctl 
friends,, hark I 

Gon. Marvellous sweet musk I 

Alon. Give us kind keipers, heavens! 

What 5vcre tliese ? 2 «> 

Seb. A living drollery. Now I will believe 
I’hat there are unicorns ; that in Arabia 
J here is one tree, the pluvnix' throne, one 
phoenix 

At this hour reigning there. 

Ant. I’ll believe both ; 

And what docs else want creuit, come to 
me, :-5 

And I’ll be sworn ’tis true ; travellers ne’er 
did lie, 

Though fools at home condemn ’em. 

Gon. If in Naples 

1 should report this now, would they bcht v e 
me ? 

If I should say, I saw such islanders, -w 
For certes tiiese are people of the island, 

^7 
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Who though they are of monstrous shape 
yet, note, 3» 

Their manners arc more gentle-kind than of 
C^'ir human generatioii you shall find 
Many, nay, almost any. 

Pro. [Asidt’l Honest lord, 

Tiiou hast said well; for some of you there 
present 

Are worse than devils. 

Alon, I cannot too much muse 

S ich shapes, such gesture, and such sound. 
expre.^:-.ing, 

Although t hey wafii the use of tongue, a kind 
Of excellent dumb discourse. 

Pro, I As id .d Pr.ii -e in departing. 39 

Fran, They vauisli'cl strangely. 

Seh, No matter, since 

dhey have left their viands behind ; for we 
have stomachs. 

WilTt please you taste of what is here ? 
Alan. Not 1. 

Cton. Faitli, sir, you need not fear. When 
wc wese ]>ovs, 

Who would believe that there were 
iiiounbiiuccrs, 

Dewlapp’d like Ivull^, whose throats had 
hanging at ’em 

Wallets of flesh ? or that there were such 
men 

Whose heads stood in their breasts? which 
now we fiml 

Each putter-out of fi\ e for one will bring 
Good warrant of. 

Ahn, I will stand to, and feed, 

Although my last; no matter, since I feel 
The best is past. )bother, my lord the 
Duke, SI 

Stand to, and do as wc. 

Thuvidcr and lighfnin". Enter Ariel, like a 
harpy ; claps his winpis xifmi the table ; 
and, with a quaint device, the bunqnei 
vanishes. 

Art, You are three men of sin, whom 
Destiny, 

I'hat hath to instrument this lovccr world 
And what is in’t, the never-surfeited sea 
Hath caus’d to bclcli up you ; and on this 
island 

Where man doth not inhabit—you 'mongst 
men 

Being most unfit to live, I have made you 
mad ; 

And even with sucli-likc valour men hang 
and drown 
Tlieir proper selves. 

[Alon., Scb. &c,, draw their swords. 

You fools I I and my fellows 
Are ministers of Fate ; the elements oi 
Of whom your swords are temiier’d may as 
well 

Wound the loud winds, or with bemock'd- 
at stabs 

Kill the still-closing waters, as diminish 
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[Act 3 

One dowle that’s in rny plume ; my fellow- 
ministers 65 

Are like invulnerable. If you could hurt, 
Your swords arc now too massy for your 
strengths 

And will not be uplifted. But rcmcn;bef— 
For that's my business to you—that you 
three 

From Milan did supplant good Prospero ; 
Expos’d unto the sea, which hath recjuit it. 
Him, and his innocent child ; for which 
foul deed 72 

The powTs, delaying, not forgetting, have 
Incens’d the seas and shores, yea, all the 
creatures. 

Against your peace. Ihee of thy son, 
Alonso, 7:i 

They have bereft: and do pronounce by me 
Ling’ring perdition, worse than any death 
Can be at once, shall step by step attend 
you and your ways ; whose wratiis to 
guard you from— 

Which here, in this most desolate isle, else 
fulls 

Upon your heads—is nothing but heart’s 
sorrow, 

And a clear life ensuing. 

tie vanishes hi Ihwider; iheyi, to soft music, 
enter the Shapes af^ain, and dance, u'ilh 
mocks and mows, and curry ini' out the table. 

Pro, Bravely the figure of this harpy 
hast thou 

Perform’d, my Ariel; a grace it had, 
devouring. 

Of my instruction hast thou nothing hateil 
In ivfiat thou hadst to say ; so, with good life 
And observation strange, my meaner 
n\inistcrs 

rheir several kinds Iiave done. My high 
charms work, 

And these mine enemies are all knit up 
In their distractions. IJiey now^ are in my 
pow’r ; 

And in these fits I leave them, while I visit 
Young Ferdinand, whom they sui>pose is 
drown'd. 

And his and mine lov’d darling. 

[Exit above. 

Gon, r th’ name of something hoiy, sir, 
why stand you 
In this strange stare ? 

Ahn, O, it is monstrous, monstrous ! 
.Mcihought the billows spoke, and told me 
of it; 

The winds did sing it to me; and the 
thunder, 

That deep and dreadful organ-pipe, pro¬ 
nounc’d 

'The name of Prosper; it did bass my 
trespass. 

Therefore my son i' th’ oose is bedded ; and 
I’ll seek him deeper than e’er plummet 
sounded, loi 
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Scene 3] 

And with him there lie mudded. [Exit. 

Seb. But one fiend at a time, 

m fight their legions o’er. 

AnL ril be tliy second. 

[Exeunt Sen. and Ant. 
Gon, All thrc’;. of them are desperate; 
their great guilt. 

Like poison given to work a great time 
after, 105 

Now gins to bite the spirits. T do beseech 
you, 

That are of suppler joints, follow them 
swiftly, 

And hinder them from what (his ecstasy 
May now provoke them to. 

Adr, Follow, I pray you. [Exeunt. 

ACT FOUR 

ScEMi 1. Before Prci^pero's cell. 

Enter rRO.sPERO, Ferdinand, and 
Miranda. 

Vro. If 1 have too austerely punish’d you. 
Your cvrmpefisation makes amends; for i 
}iave given you Ijcre a i bird of mincown life, 
Or that for vvhieli 1 live; who once again 
1 tender to thy hand. All thy vexed ions 5 
Were but my trials of thy love, and thou 
Mast strangely stood the test; here, afore 
l»eaven, 

I raiify lliis my rich gift. O I'crdinand ! 

Do n-et smile at me that 1 boast her olf. 
For tliou shall find she will outstrip all 
praise, 10 

And make it lialt behind her. 

Evr. I do believe it 

Against an oracle. 

Pro. d’hen, as my gift, and thine own 
acquisition 

Worthily purchas'd, take my daughter. But 
If thou dost break her virgin-knot belorc 15 
All saJictimonious ceremonies may 
With full and holy rite be minist’rcd. 

No sweet aspersion shall the heavens let fall 
To make this contract grow ; but b.aiicn 
hate, 

Sour-ey'd disdain, and discord, sh.all 
bestrew 20 

'Ihc union of your bed with weeds so 
loathly 

That you shall hate it both. Therefore 
take heed, 

As Hymen's lamps shall light yo»i. 

Per. As I hope 

For quiet days, fair issue, and long life, 
With such love as 'tis now, the murkiest 
den, =5 

The most opportune place, the strong’st 
suggestion 

Our worse*!* genius can, shall never melt 
Mine honour into lust, to take away 
The edge of tliat day's celebration, 

When 1 shall think or Phoebus’ steeds are 
founder'd 


Or Night kept chain’d below. 

Pro. Fairly spoke. 

Sit, thei!, and talk with her; she is thine 
own. 

What, Ariel ! iny industrious servant, 
Ariel ! 

Enter Ariix. 

Ari. What would my potent master ? 
Here I am. 

Pro. 7 'hou and thy meaner fellows your 
Inst service 

Did w'orthiJy perform ; and I must use you 
In such asiottier trick. Go bring tiie rabble, 
O’er whom I give thee pow’r, licre to this 
pi nee. 3S 

fneite tlicm to quick motion; for 1 must 
h-cstow uj'jon tiic eyes of tins young couple 
Some vanity of mine art; it is my promise, 
And they expect it from rne. 

Ari. Presently 

Pro. Ay, with a twink. 

Art. Before you can say ' come ’ and 
* go 44 

And hrealhe twice, and cry ' so, so 
Each one, tripping on his to'^. 

Will ho licre with rnop and mow. 

Do you love me, master I No ? 

Pro. Dearly, my delicate Ariel. Do not 
approach 

Till thou dost Itcar me call. 

Ari. Weill I conceive. [Hxd. 

Pro. Look thou be true; do not give 
dalliance 51 

Too much the rein ; the strongest oaths arc 
straw 

'i‘o th* fire i' th' blood. Be more abstemious, 
Dr else good night your vow ! 

Fer. 1 warrant yo!i, sir, 

The wdiitc cold virgin snow upon my heart 
Abates the ardour of my liver. 

Pro. Well! y' 

Now come, my Ariel, bring a corollary, 
Rather tha.n want a spirit; appear, and 
pertly. 

No tongue ! All eyes ! Be silent. 

IS'o/i musk'. 

Enter Iris. 

Iris. Ceres, most bounteous lady, thy 
rich leas ( u 

Of wheat, rye, barley, vetches, oats, anti 
pease ; 

Thy turfy mountains, where live nibbling 
sitcep, 

And flat meads thatch’d with stover, them 
to keep ; 

Thy banks with pioned and twilled brims. 
Which spongy April at thy best bet rims, 
lo make cold nymphs chaste crowns ; and 
thy broom groves, 

Whose shadow^ the dismissed bachelor loves. 
Being lass-lorn ; thy p^?lc-clipt vineyard ; 
And thy sea-marge, sterile and rocky-hard, 
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Where thou thyself dost air—the Queen o’ 
th’ sky, 70 

Whose wat’ry arch and messenger am I, 
Bids thee leave these; and with her 
sovereign grace. 

Here on this grass-plot , in this very place, 
To come and sport. Her peacocks (ly amain. 

Juno descends in her car. 
Approach, rich Ceres, her to entertain. 75 
rnfer Ceres. 

Cer. Hail, many-coloured messenger, that 
ne’er 

Dost disobey the wife of Jupiter ; 

Who, with thy sadron wings, upon my flow’i s 
Diduscst honey drops, refreshing showVs ; 
And with each end of thy blue bow dost 
crown 

My bosk\ acres and my iinshrubh’d down, 
Rich scarf to my proud eartli—why hath 
thy Q leeii 

Summon’d me hither to this short-grassM 
green ? 

Iris, A contract of true love to celebrate. 
And some donation freely to estate «5 
On the blest lovers. 

Cer. Tell me, heavenly bo\v, 

If Venus or her son, as thou dost know% 

Do now' attend the Queen ? 8 ince they did 
plot 

The means that dusky Dis my daughter got, 
Her and her blind boy’s scandal'd company 
1 have forsworn. 

Iris. Of her society gt 

Be not afraid. I met her Deity 
Cutting the clouds towards Paphos, and 
her son 

Dove-drawn with her. Here thought they 
to have done 

Some wanton charm upon this man anti 
maid, 

Whose vows are that no bed-rite shall be paid 
Till Hymen's torch be lighted ; but in vain. 
Mars's hot minion is return'd again ; 

Her waspish-headed son has broke his 
arrows, 

Swears he will shoot no more, but play with 
sparrows, jo<» 

And be a boy right out. 

IJwio alights, 

Cer, Highest Queen of state, 

Great Juno, comes; 1 know' her by her gait. 
Juno, How does my bounteous sister ? Go 
with me 

To bless this twain, that they may prosper¬ 
ous be, JO-} 

And honour'd in their issue. 

They sing, 

Juno, Honour, riches, marriage-blessing, 
l.ong continuance, and increasing, ■ 
Hourly joys be still upon you! 
Juno sings her blessings on you. i 


[Act 4 

Cer. Earth's increase, foison plenty. 
Barns and garners new er empty; 
Vines with clust’ring bunches grow¬ 
ing, T1-- 

Plants with goodly burden bow ing ; 
Spring come to you at the farthest, 
In the very end of harvest! 115 

Scarcity and want shall shun you, 
Ceres' blessing so is on you. 

Fer, Tliis is a most majestic vision, and 
Harmonious charmingly. May I be bold 
To think these spirits ? 

Pro, Spirits, which by mine art 

I have from their confines call’d to enact 
My present fancies. 

Fer, I-et me live here CA'er ; 

$0 rare a wond’red father and a wise 123 
Makes this place Paradise. 

iJMuo and Ceres whisper^ and 
send Iris on employment. 
Pro, Sweet now, silence ; 

Juno and Ceres whisper seriously. ins 
There’s something clsc^ to do ; hush, and be 
mute, 

Or else our spell is marr'd. 

Iris, You nymphs, call'd Naiads, of the 
wind’ring brooks, 

With your sedg’u crowns and ever harmless 
looks. 

Leave your crisp channels, and on this 
green land i.to 

Answer your summons; Juno does com¬ 
mand. 

Come, temperate nymphs, and help to 
celebrate 

A contract of true love ; be not too late. 

Enter certain Nymphs. 

You sun-burnt sicklemen, of August 
W'cary, 

Come hither from the furrow, and l>c merry; 
Make holiday ; your ryc-straw' Iiats put on, 
And these fresh nymphs encounter every 
one 137 

In country footing. 

Enter certain Reapers, properly habited ; 
they join with the Nymphs in a graceful 
dance ; towards the end whereof Prospero 
starts suddenlyf and speaks ; after which, 
to a strange, hollow, and confused noise, 
they heavily vanish. 

Pro, [Aside] I had forgot that foul con¬ 
spiracy 139 

Of the beast Caliban and his confederates 
Against my life; the minute of their plot 
Is almost come. [To the Spirits] Well done ; 
avoid ; no more ! 

Fer, This is strange; your father's in 
some passion 
That works him strongly. 

Mira. Never till this day 
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Scene 1] 


Saw 1 him touch'd with anger so dis¬ 
temper'd. 

Pro. You do look, my son, in a mov'd 
sort. 

As if you were dismay'd ; be cheerful, sir. 
Our revels now are ended. These our actors. 
As I foretold you, were all spirits, and 
Arc melted into air, into thin air; 750 

And, like the baseless fabric of this vision, 
The cloijii-capp’d towers, the gorgeous 
palaces. 

The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve, 151 
And, like this insubstantial pageant faded. 
Leave not a rack behind. We are such stud' 
As dreams are made on ; and our little life 
Is rounded with a sleep. Sir, I am vex'd ; 
Bear with my weakness; my old brain is 
troubled ; 

Be not disturb'd with my infirmity. 

If you be pleas’d, retire into my cell 
And there repose ; a turn or two I'll walk 
Jd still my beating mind. 

Per., Mira. We wish your peace. 

[Lxcuiif. 

Pro. Come, with a thought. 1 thank thee, 
Ariel; come. 

Enter Ariel. 

Ari. Thy thoughts 1 cleave to. What’s 
thy pleasure ? 

Pro. Spirit, 

We must prepare to meet with Caliban. 

Ari. Ay, my commander. When I pre¬ 
sented * Ceres *, 

I thought; to have told thcc of it; but I 
fear’d 

I.est I might auger thee. 

Pro. Say again, where didst thou leave 
these varicts ? 

Ari. I told you. sir, they were red-hot 
with drinking; 

So full of \ alour that they smote the air 
Tor breathing in their faces; beat the 
ground 

For kissing of their feet; yet always 
bending 

Towards their project. Then I beat my 
tabor, Jr:, 

At which like iinback'd colts they prick’d 
their ears, 

Advanc'd their eyelids, lifted up their 
noses 

As they smelt music; so I charm’d their 
ears. 

That calf-like they my lowing follow’d 
through 

Tooth’d briers, sharp furzes, pricking goss, 
and thorns, J"-• 

Which cnt’red their frail shins. At last 1 
left them 

V th’ hlthy mantled pool beyond your cell, 
There dancing up to th' chins, that the foul 
lake 


O'erstunk their feet. 

Pro. This was well done, my bird. 

Thy sha))e invisible retain thou still, iss 
The trumi^cry in my hoiLSC, go bring it 
hither 

For stale to catch these thieves. 

Ari. I go, I go. [Exit. 

Pro. A devil, a born devil, on whose 
nature 

Nurture can never stick; on whom my 
pains, 

Humanely taken, all, all lost, quite lost; 
And as with age his body uglier grows, 

So his mind cankers. I will plague them all, 
Fven to roaring. 

Re-enter Ariel, loaden iviih filisicring 
apparel, 

Come, hang them on this line. 

Prospero and Ariel remain, hwisihle. Enter 
Caliban, Stlphano, and Trinculo, 
all wet. 

Cal. Pray you, tread softly, that the 
blind mole may not I'H 

Hear a foot fall; vve now arc near his cell. 

Ste. Monster, your fairy, w Jiich you say is 
a harmless fairy, has done little belter than 
play'd the Jack willi us. 

Trin. Monster, I do smell all liorse-piss at 
which my nose is in great indignation. 

Sie. So is mine. Do you hear, monster i 
if 1 should take a displeasure against you, 
look you— 

Trin. Thou wert but a lost monster. 

Cal. Good my lord, give me tiiy favour 
still. 

Fh* patient, for the prize I’ll bring thee to 
Shall hoodwink this mischance; therefore 
speak softly. 205 

All’s hush’d as midnight yet. 

Trin. Ay, but to lose our bottles in the 
pool ! 

Ste. There is not only disgrace and dis¬ 
honour in that, monster, butanintinilcloss. 

Trin. lhat's more to me than my wet¬ 
ting; yet this is your harmless fairy, 
monster. 211 

Ste. I will fetch off my bottle, though 1 be 
o’er ears for my labour, 

Cfli. Prithee, my king, be quiet. Secst 
thou here, 

This is the mouth o’ th' cell; no noise, and 
enter. 21,5 

Do that good mischief which may make 
this island 

Thine own for ever, and I, thy Caliban, 
For aye thy foot-lickcr. 

Ste. Give me thy hand. 1 do begin to 
have bloody thoughts. 2.^0 

Trin. O King Stephano 1 O peer! O 
worthy Stcpliano! Look what a w^ardrobe 
here is for thee I 
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CaL Lei it alone, thou fool; it is but 
trash. 2*3 

Trin, O, ho, monster; we know what 
be!one:s to a frippery. O King Stephano! 

Stc, Put off that gown, Trineulo ; by this 
hand, I’ll have that gown. 2 *; 

Trill. Thy Grace shall have it. 

Cal. The dropsy drown this fool I What 
tlo you mean 

To dote thus on such luggage ? LetT 
alone. 

And do tils' murder first. If he awake, am 
From tsve to crown b r’Il fill our skins with 
pinches; 

Make its strange stuff'. 

Sk\ Be you cpiiet, monster. Mistress line, 
is not tin’s my jerkin ? Now is the jerkin 
under tlie line ; now, jerkin, you arc like ic 
lose your hair, a :vA prove ;i bal<.l jerkin. 23 : 

Trill. Go, do. W'e steal by line and level 
anT like your Grace. 

Sie. 1 tbank thee for that jest; here’s a 
gariiicul for’t. Wit shall not go unre 
Avar Jed Avhilc I am king of this country. 
* Steal by line and level * is an excellent 
pass of pate; there’s another garment 
for’t. 

Trin. Monster, come, put some iime upon 
your ffiigcrs, and away with the rest, 

CaL 1 will have none on't. We shall lose 
our time, 

And all he turn’d to barnacles, or to apes 
With foreheads villainous knv. 

Sie. Mons'.er, lay-to your lingers ; help to 
bear this away wtierc my hogsiicad of wine 
is, or ITl turn you out of my kingdom. Go 
to, carry this. 251 

Trill. And this. 

Sie. Ay, and this. 

A noise of liwiiers heard. Bnter divers 
Spirits, in shape of dugs and hounds, 
huniini^ them about; Prospero and Ariel 
seiling them on. 

Pro. Hey, Mountain, hey ! 

Ari. Silver ! there it goes, Silver 1 255 

Pro. Fury, Fury ! Tiiere, Tyrant, there ! 
Hirk, hark! 

(Cub, Sic,, and Trin. are driven out. 
Go charge my goblins that they grind their 
joints 

With dry convulsions, shorten up their 
sincAVS 

With aged cramps, and more pinch- 
spotted make them 
Than pard or cat o’ mountain. 

Ari, Hark, they roar. 

Pro, l.et them be hunted soundly. At 
this hour 261 

Ides at my mercy all mine enemies. 

Shortly shall all my labours end, and thou 
Shalt have the air at freedom; for a 
little 

Follow, and do me service. [Exeunb 

22 


ACT FIVE 

Sci:ne I. Before Prosperous cell. 

Enter Pkospero in his nuigic robes, and 
Atuel. 

Pro. Noav does my project gather to a 
I'cad : 

My charms crack not, my spirits obey ; and 
time 

Goes upright Avith his carriage. How’s the 
day i 

Ari. On the sixth b.our; at which time, 
mv lord, 

You said our work should cease. 

Pro, 1 did say so, 

UTicti first 1 rais’d the temiicst. Say, my 
spirit, 0 

How fares tiie King and's followers ? 

Ai t. Confin’d together 

In the same fashion as you gave in charge ; 
Just as you left them ; all prisoners, sir, 
la the linc-groA c which Aveather-fends your 
ccl! ; 10 

They cannot budge till your release. The 
King, 

His brotlier, and yours, abide all three 
distracted, 

And the rouaindcr mourning over them, 
Brim full of sorrow and dismay ; but chictly 
Him you term'd, sir, ' the good old lord, 
Gonzalo ’; i.i 

His tears run doAvn Ids beard, like w'inter 
drops 

From caves of reeds. Your charm re 
strongly A\orks ’em 

That if you now beheld them your affections 
Would become tender. 

Pro. Dost thou think so, spirit ? 

Art. Mine would, sir, were I human. 

Pro. And mine shall. 

Hast thou, Avhich art but air, a touch, a 
feeling 21 

Of their afflictions, and shall not rnysclf, 
C^ne of their kind, that relish all as sharply, 
Passion as they, be kindlier mov’d than 
thou art ? 

Though with their high wrongs I am struck 
to th’ quick, 25 

Yet with my nobler reason ’gainst my fury 
Do 1 lake part; the rarer action is 
In virtue than in vengeance; they being 
penitent. 

The .sole drift of rny purpose doth extc nd 
Not a frown further. Go release them, 
Ariel; 30 

My charms I’ll break, their senses I’ll restore, 
And they shall be themselves. 

Ari, I’ll fetch them, sir. [Exit. 

Pro, Ye elves of hills, brooks, standing 
lakes, and groves; 

And yc that on the sands with printless foot 
Do chase the ebbing Neptune, and do fly 
him 35 



Scene 1] 

When he comes Vack ; you demi-puppets 
that 

By moonshine do the green sour ringlets 
make, 

Whereof the ewe not bites; and yon 
whose pastime 

Is to make midnight mushrooms, that 
rejoice 

To hear rhe solemn curfew ; by whose 
aid-- ij*' 

Weak masters thongii yc be—I have be- 
diiom’d 

Tlie noontide sun, call'd forth the mutitjous 
winds, 

And T^viivt the green sea and the arair'd 
viuilt 

Set roaring war. To the dread rattling 
thunder 

Have I given tire, and rifted Jove’s stout 
o;ik A 5 

With his own belt; the strong-bas'd 
promoidory 

Have I made sliake, and by the spurs 
pluck’d up 

i'he pine and cedar. Graves at my com¬ 
mand 

Have wak’d their sleepers, op’d, and let ’em 
forth, 4 .) 

By my so ])olent art. But this rough magic 
1 Iiere abjure ; and, when I have requir’d 
tiomo heavenly music —wliich even now^ 1 
do— 

lo work mine end upon their senses that 
Tills airy charm is tor, TH break my staff. 
Bury it certain fathoms in the earth, s*. 
And deeper than did ever plummet sound 
ril drown my book, I Solemn music. 

Here enters Arihl before ; then Alonso, 
with a frantic gesture, attended by Gon- 
7ALO ; Si’RASTiAN and Antonio in like 
manner^ attended by Adrian and 1"ran- 
cisco. They ail cuter the circle which 
Pros hero had made, and there stand 
channUl; which Prospero observing, 
speaks. 

A solemn air, and the best comforter 
To an unsettled fancy, cure thy brains, 
Now useless, boil’d within thy skull I There 
stand, Co 

For you arc spell-stopp’d. 

Holy Oonzalo, honourable man. 

Mine eyes, cv'n sociable to the show of 
thine, 

Fall fellowly drops. The charm dissolves 
apace, 64 

And as the morning steals upon the night, 
Melting the darkness, so their rising senses 
Begin to chase the ignorant fumes that 
mantle 

Their clearer reason. O good Gonzalo, 

My true preserver, and a loyal sir 69 
To him thou follow’st! 1 will pay thy graces | 
Home both in word and deed. Most cruelly ; 


THE TEMPEST 

Didst thou, Alonso, use me and my 
daughter; 

Thy brother was a furthcrer in the act. 
Thou art pinch’d for ’t now, Sebastian. 
Idesh and blood. 

You, brother mine, that entertain'd 
ambation, 7 s 

lixpcird remorse and nature, who, with 

hast ia a—• 

Whose inward pinches therefore arc most 
strong-— 

Would here have kill’d your king, I do 
forgive thee, 

Unnatural though thou art. Their under¬ 
standing 

Begins to swell, and the approaching tide 
V\'ill shortly h'l the reasonable shore ax 
That now^ lies foul and muddy. Not one of 
them 

That yet looks on me, or would know me. 
'Ariel, 

I ctch me the hat and rapier in my cell; 

I will disease me, anc* myself present S 5 
As I was sometime Milan. Quickly, spirit ; 
Thou shall ere long be ftec. 

AriI'J., on ret liming, sings ami helps to 
aUire hhn. 

Where the bee sucks, there suck I; 
In a cowslip's bell 1 he ; 

Tliere I couch wlien c wls do cry. 

On the hat's back 1 do fly 
After summer merrily. 

Merrily, merrily shall I live now 

Under the blossom tliat hangs on the 
bough. 

Pro. Why, that’s my dainty Ariel I I 
shall miss thee ; 

But yet thou shall have freedom. So, so, so. 
To the King’s ship, invisible as theu art ; 
There shall then lind the mariners asleep 
Under the hatches; the master and the 
boatswain 

Being awake, enforce them to this place ; 
And presently, 1 prithee. 101 

Art. 1 drink the air before me, and return 
Or ere your pulse twice beat. [Exit. 

Gon. All torment, trouble, wonder and 
amazement. 

Inhabits here. Some heavenly power guide 
us X05 

Out of this fearful country I 

Pro. Behold, Sir King, 

The wronged Duke of Milan, Prospero. 

F'or more assurance that a living prince 
Does now speak to thee, 1 embrace thy 
body; 

And to thee and thy company I bid no 
A hearty welcome. 

Alon. Whe'er thon bc’st he or no. 

Or some enchanted trifle to abuse me, 

As late 1 have been, 1 not know. Thy 
pulse 
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THE TEMPEST 

Beats, as of flesh and blood; and, since I 
saw thee, 

Th' affliction of my mind amends, with 
which, 

I fear, a madness held me. This must 
crave— 

An if this he at all—a most stranpe story. 
Thy dukedom 1 resign, and do entreat 
Thou pardon nie my wrongs. But how 
should r*rosporo 
Be living and be here ? 

Pro. First, noble friend, 120 

Let me embrace thine age, wliose honour 
cannot 

Be measur’d or confin’d, 

(Hon. Whether this be 

Or l)e not, I’ll not swear. 

Pro. You do yet taste 

Some subtleties o’ th’ isle, that will not let 
you 

Believe things certain. Welcome, my 
friends afl ! js:) 

[Aside to Seb. and Anh] But you, my brace 
of lords, were I so minded, 

1 here could pluck his Highness’ frown upon 
you, 

And justify you traitors ; at this time 
1 will tell no tales. 

Seb. [Aside] The devil speaks in him. 

Pro. No. 

For you, most wicked sir, whom to call 
brother iv» 

Would even infect my mouth, I do forgive 
Thy rankest fault—all of them ; and 
require 

My dukedom of thee, which perforce 1 
know 

Thou must restore. 

Alon. If thou bcest Prospero, 

Give us particulars of thy preservation ; 
How thou hast met us hei^c, whom three 
hours since i.v:> 

Were wreck’d upon this shore; where 1 
have lost— 

How sharp the point of this remembrance 
is!—■ 

My dear son Ferdinand. 

Pro. lam woe for't, sir. 

Alon. Irreparable is the loss; and 
patience t^o 

Says it is past her cure. 

Pro. I rather think 

You have not sought her help, of whose 
soft grace 

For the like loss I have her sovereign aid, 
And rest myself content, 

Alon. You the like loss ! 

Pro. As great to me as late; and, 
supportable ja5 

To make the dear loss, have I means much 
weaker 

Than you may call to comfort you, for I 
Have lost my daughter. 

Alon. A daughter I 

24 


[Act 5 

O heavens, that they were living both in 
Naples, 

'Hie King and Queen there! That they 
were, I wish J50 

Myself were mudded in that oozy bed 
Where my son lies. When did you lose your 
daughter ? 

Pro. In this last tempest. I perceive 
these lords 

At this encounter do so much admire 
That they de’conr their reason, and scarce 
tiiink 155 

Their eyes do offices of truth, their words 
Are natriral breath ; but, howsoe’er you 
have 

Been jIl^tled from your senses, know for 
certain 

That I am Prospero, and that very duke 
Which was thrust forth of Milan; who 
most strangely tOo 

Upon this shore, where you were wreck’d, 
was landed 

To be the lord on’t. No more yet of 
this ; 

For ’tis a chronicle of day by day, 

Not a relation for a breakfast, nor 
Befitting this first meeting. Welcome, sir ; 
This cell’s my court; here have I few' 
attendants, 166 

And subjects none abroad; pray you, look in. 
My dukedom since you have given me 
again, 

I will requite you with as good a thing ; 

At IcasSt bring forth a wonder, to content ye 
As much as me my dukedom. 171 

Here Prospero discorers Fi;koinand ami 
Mi KAN DA playing at chess, 

Mira. Sweet lord, you play me false. 

Per. No, my dearest love, 

I would not for the world. 

Mira. Yes, for a score of kingdoms you 
should wran^dc, 

And I would call it fair play, 

Alon. If this prove 175 

A vision of the island, one dear son 
Shall I twice lose. 

Seb. A most high miracle ! 

Fer. Though the seas threaten, they are 
merciful; 

1 have curs’d them without cause. [Kneels. 

Alon. Now ail the blessings 

Of a glad father compass thee about! 180 

Arise, and say how thou cam’st here. 

Mira. O, wonder ! 

How many goodly creatures are there here! 
How beauteous mankind is I O brave new 
world 

That has such people in’t! 

Pro. ’Tis new to thee. 

Alon. What is this maid with whom thou 
wast at play ? 185 

Your eld'st acquaintance cannot be three 
hours; 



Scene 1] 

Is she the goddess that hath sever’d us. 
And brought us thu-; together ? 

Fer. Sir, she is mortal; 

But by immortal Providence she’s mine. 

I chose her when 1 could not ask iny father 
For his adv ice, nor thought I had one. She 
Is dangltter to this famous Duke of Milan, 
Of whom so often I have heard renown 
But never saw before ; of whom I have 
deceiv’d a second iiie; and second father 
Tliis iady makes liim to me, 

Ahm. I am hers. 

But, O, how oddiv will it sound that 1 
Must ask rny child forgiveiK^ss ! 

Pro, There, sir, stop ; 

Lei us not luirdi‘n our remembrances with 
A heaviness that’s gone. 

G(ni. ! have inly wept, 

Or should lia\ e spoke ere this. Look down, 
vou gods, 

And on tliis couple drop a blessed crnvn : 
For it is you that have chalk’d forth the 
way 

WJiich brought us hither. 

AUm. I say, Amen, (ionzalo ! 

Gon, Was Milan thrust from Milan, tiiat 
his issue 2 <\ 

Should !)ccome Kings of Naples ? O, re joice 
Beyond a common joy, and set it down 
Witli gold on lasting pillars : in one voyage 
Did Claribel her husband find at Lunis ; 
Atid Ferdinand, her brother, found a wife 
Where he himself was lost; Prospero Ids 
dukedom ..n 

In a poor isle; and all of us ourselves 
When no man was his owtu 

Alon, [To Per, and Mir.] Give me your 
hands. 

Let grief and sorrow still embrace his heart 
d’hat doth net wish you joy. 

Gon. Be it so. Amen ! cir 

Rc-cnicr Ariiil, with the Master and Boat¬ 
swain amazedly following, 

O look, sir; look, sir 1 Here is more of us ! 
I prophesied, if a gallows w^re on land. 
This fellow could not drown. Now, 
blasphemy, 

That swear’st grace overboard, not an oath 
on shore ? 

Hast thou no mouth by land ? What is the 
news ? 

Boats, The best news is that we have 
safely found 

Our King and company; the next, our 
ship— 

Which but three glasses since we gave out 
split— 

Is tight and yarc, and bravely rigg’d, as 
wlicn 

We first put out to sea. 

Art, {Aside to Pro.] Sir, all this service 
Have 1 done since 1 went. 

Pro, [Aside to Ari.] My tricksy spirit 1 


THE TEMPEST 

a/oh. 'I hcsc are not natural events ; they 
strc!»giben 

From strange to straiigcr. Say, how cariic 
you irhher ? 

Boats. If I did think, sir, I weic well 
awake, 

Fd strive to tell ymii. We were dead of 
sleep, I'yj 

And— hiv.v, we know not— all ciapp’d under 
hatches; 

Where, I>ut even now, witii strange and 
several noises 

Of roaring, shrieking, howling, jingling 
cluuns. 

And moo diversity of sounds, all lionibic, 
Wo were awakkl ; siraighlvvay at lil.iny ; 
Where we, in ;di tier trin), freshly la iH id. 
Our royal, good, and gallant ship ; our 
master 

Cup’iing to eye her. On a trice, so please 
you, 

Even in a dream, were we divided from 
them. 

And were brought moping hither. 

Ari. iAside to Pru.l Was’t well done ? 

Pro. lAstde to Ark] Bravely, my dili¬ 
gence. TIh>u shalt be free. 241 

AJon. Tliis is as strange a ma::e as e’er 
men trod ; 

And there is in this business^ more than 
nature 

Was ever conduct of. Some oracle 
Must rectify our knowledge. 

Pro. Sir, my liege, 24 :; 

l>o not infest your mind with beating on 
Ihe strangeness of this business ; at pick’d 
Icisu I e, 

Which shall be shortly, single I’ll resolve 
you, 

Which to you shall seem probable, of every 
d he>e happen’d accidents ; till when, be 
cheerful s .50 

And think of each thing well. [Aside to 
ArL] Come hither, spirit; 

Set Caliban and his com]3acions free; 
Untie the spell. [Exit Ariel] How fares 
my gracious sir " 253 

There are yet missing of your company 
Some few odd lads that you remember not. 

Re-enter Ariel, driving in Caliuan, 

Stefhano, and Trinculo, in their stolen 

apparel. 

Sle, Every man shift for all the rest, and 
let no man take care for himself ; for all is 
hut fortune. Coragio, bully-rnonslcr, cor- 
agio ! 

I'rin. If these be true spies which I wear 
in my head, here’s a goodly sight. 

Cal, O Setebos, these be brave spirits 
indeed ! 

How fine my master is I I am afraid 
Lie will chastise me. 

Seb. Ha, ha I 

2S 
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[Act 5 


What things are these, my lord Antonio ? 
Will money buy 'em ? 

Anf. Very like ; one of them 

Is a plain fish, and no doubt marketable. 

Pro. Mark but the badges of these men. 
iny lords, 267 

Then say if they be true. This mis-shapen 
knave— 

His mother was a witch, and one so strong 
'Miat COjlid control the moon, make (lows 
and ehhs, ^7.' 

And deal in her command witliout her 
|X)wcr. 

'i'hcse three have robb’d me; and this 
demi-devil— 

For he’vS a bastard one—had plotted witli 
them 

To take my life. Two of these fellows you 
Must know and own ; this thing of dark¬ 
ness 1 27s 

Acknowledge mine. 

Cal. 1 shall be pinch’d to death. 

Alon. Is not this Stepiiano, my drunken 
butler / 

Seh. He is drunk now ; where had he 
wine I 

Alon. And I'rinciilo is reeling ripe ; where 
should they 

Find this grand liquor that hath gilded 
'em ? 280 

How cam’st thou in this pickle ? 

Trm. I have been in such a pickic since 
1 saw you last that, I fear me, will never 
out of my bones. I shall not fear 11 y- 
blowing. 

Seb. Why, how now, Stephano ! .'•83 

Sie. O, touch me not; 1 am not Steph¬ 
ano, but a cramp. 

Pro, You’d be king ’o the isle, sirrah ? 

Sic. 1 should have been a sore one, then. 

Alon, (Pointing to Caliban] lliis is as 
strange a thing as e’er I look’d on. 

Pro, He is as disproportion’d in his 
manners 290 

As in his shape. Go, sirrah, to my cell; 
Take with you your companions; as you 
look 

To have my pardon, trim it handsomely. 

Cal, Ay, that I will; and I’ll be wise 
hereafter. 

And seek for grace. Whnt a thricc-double 
ass 295 

Was I to take this drunkard for a god. 

And worship this dull fool I 

Pro, Go to; away I 


Alon, Hence, and bestow your luggage 
where you found it. 

Seb, Or stoic it, rather. 

[Hxeiml Cal., Ste,, and Trin, 
Pro, Sir, I invite your Highness and your 
train 300 

To my poor cell, where you shall take your 
rest 

For this one night; which, part of it. I'll 
waste 

With sucii discourse as, I not doubt, shall 
make it 

Go quick av»ay—the story of my life, 

And the particular accidents gone by 305 
Since I came to this isle. And in the morn 
i‘Il bring you to your ship, and so to Naples, 
Where I have hope to sec the nuptial 
Of these our dear-belov’d solemnized, 309 
And thence retire me to my Milan, where 
Every third thought shall be my grave. 

Alon, 1 long 

To hear the story of your life, which must 
Take the car Sirangely. 

Pro, I’ll deliver all; 

And promise you calm seas, auspicious 
gales, 

And sail so expeditious that shall catch 315 
Your royal tleet lar oif. lAstdc to Ari,] My 
Ariel, chick. 

That is thy charge. Then to the elements 
Be free, and fare thou well I —Please you, 
draw near. llixeiiut. 

BPILOGUE 

SPOKEN 13Y PROSPERO 

Now my charms are all o'erthrown. 

And what strength I have's mine own, 
Which is most faint. Now 'tis true, 

I must be here confin’d by you. 

Or sent to Naples. Let me not, 5 

Since I have my dukedom got. 

And pardon’d the deceiver, dwell 
In this bare island by your spell; 

But release me from my ban Vs 
With the help of your good hands. 10 
Gentle breath of yours my sails 
Must fill, or else my project fails. 

Which was to please. Now I want 
Spirits to eniorce, art to enchant; 

And my ending is despair 15 

Unless I be reliev’d by prayer. 

Which pierces so that it assaults 
Mercy itself, and frees all faults. 

As you from crimes w'ould pardon'd be, 

Let your indulgence set me free. vo 
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THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA 


DRAMATIS PERSON/T: 


DuKL oi- Milan, father to Silvia, 
eeniUmen. 

Antonio, father to Proteus, 

’] HURio, a foolish rival to Valentine, 
Eclamouk, of^ent for Silvia in her escape, 
Sphed, a clownish servant to VaUnline. 
I.AifNCE, the like to Proteus. 

PANTTiiNO, servant to Antonio. 


HosI, ivJtere Julia hihj>cs in Milan, 

Outlaws., nirli Valeniine, 

Julia, a lady of Verona, hdoved of Proteus. 
Silvia, the Duke’s daiifjiler, beloved of 
Vdleniine. 

Lucltta, wuiiing-uninan to Julia, 

Servants. 

Musicians. 


Tin: Svi;m' : Verona ; Milan ; the fruuiicrs of Mantua, 


ACT ONE 

SCLNE I. Veroiiu, An open place, 
Linter VALiCNTiNE anti Proteus. 

VaL Cease to persuade, my loving 
Proteus ; 

Home-keeping youth have ever homely wits. 
WereT not afl'ection chains thy tendc days 
'Jo t:Iu‘ sweet glances of thy honour’d love, 
I rather wotild entreat thy company ,<5 
'J o see the wonders of the world aliroad. 
Than, living dully shiggardir’d at home, 
Wear out thy youth with sliapelcss idleness. 
Rat since tliou lov'st, love still, and thrive 
therein, 

!;>. en as I would, w'hcn I to love begin. lo 

Pro. Wilt llion be gone ? Sweet Valen¬ 
tine, adieu 1 

Think on thy Proteus, when thou haply 
seest 

Some rare noteworthy object in thy travel. 
Wish me partaker in thy happiness 
When thou dost meet good hap ; and in 
thy danger, u- 

If ever danger do environ thee, 

Commend thy grievance tvi niy holy 
prayers, 

Tor I will be thy beadsman, Valentine. 

Vul. And on a love-book pray for my 
success ? 

Pro. Upon some book I love I'll pray for 
thee. 

V'aL That's on some shallow story of deep 
love; 

How young Lcandcr cross’d the Hellespont. 

Pro. 'Ihat’s a deep story of a deeper love; 
Tor he w'as more than over shoes in love. 

Val. ’Tis true ; for you arc over boots in 
love, 

And yet you never swum the Hellespont. 

Pro. Over the boots ! Nay, give me not 
the boots. 

Val. No, 1 will not, for it boots thee not. 

Pro, What ? 


Val. To be in love—w iicre scoru is bougld 
with groans, 

Coy loolis with lieait-sere sighs, one fad¬ 
ing rnotnenCs mirth 

With twenty ivatchful, w^cary, tediou- 
nights ; 

If haply won, perhaps a hapless gain ; 

If lost, why then a grievous labour won ; 
However, but a folly houelit wiili wit. 

Or else a v^dt by folly vanquished. v: 

Pro. So, by your ciriunTstance, you call 
me fool. 

Val. So, by your circumstance, I fe;ir 
you’ll prove. 

Pro. ’Tis lv>vc you cavil at; I am not 
Love. 

Vfll. Love is your master, for he masters 
you; 

And he that is so yoked by a fool, ao 

Methinks, should not be chronicled for wise. 

Pro, Yet writers say, as in the sweetest 
bud 

The eating canker dwells, so eating love 
Inhabits in the finest wits of all. 

Val, And writers say, as the most for¬ 
ward bud 4 5 

Is eaten by the canker ere it blow. 

Even so by love the young and tender wit 
Is turn’d to folly, blasting in the bud. 
Losing his vervlurc even in the prime. 

And all the fair effects of future hopes, 5 <> 
But wherefore waste I time to counsel thee 
That art a votary to fond desire ? 

Once more adieu. My father at the road 
Expects my coming, there to sec me shipp’d. 

Pro. And thither will I bring thee, 
Valentine. 55 

Val. Sweet Proteus, no ; now let us take, 
our leave. 

To Milan let me hear from thee by letters 
Of thy success in love, and what new s else 
Betidcth here in absence of thy friend ; 
And I likewise will visit thee with mint*, on 

Pro, All happiness bechance to thee in 
Milan! 
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THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA [Act 1 


VaL As much to you at home ; and so 
farewell [Exit Valentine* 
Pro, He after honour hunts, 1 after love ; 
He loaves his friends to dignify them more ; 
I leave myself, my friends, and all for love. 
Thou, Julia, thou hast inetamorphis'd me. 
Made me neglect my studies, lose ray time, 
War with good counsel, set the world at 
nought; 

Made wit with musing weak, heart sick with 
thought. 

Enter Spffd, 

Sliced. Sir Proteus, save you! Saw you 
my master ? 

Pro, But now he parted hence to embark 
for Milan. 

Speed, Twenty to one then he is shipp’d 
already, 

And I have play’d the sheep in losing him. 

Pro. Indeed a sheep doth very often stray. 
An if the shepherd be awhile away. 7.^ 
Speed. You conclude that my master is a 
shepherd then, and I a sheep ? 
Pro, I do. 

Speed. Why then, my horns are his 
horns, whether 1 wake or sleep. 
Pro, A silly answer, and fitting well a 
sheep. 

Speed. This proves me still a sheep. «<• 
Pro, lJ ue ,* and thy master a shepherd. 
Speed. Nay, that 1 can deny by a circum¬ 
stance. 

Pro. It shall go hard but I’ll prove it by 
another. 

Speed, Tiie shepherd seeks the sheep, and 
not the sheep the shepherd ; but 1 seek my 
master, and my master seeks not me; 
therefore, I am no sheep. -so 

Pro. The slieep for fodder follow the 
shepherd; the shepherd for food follows 
not the sheep : thou for wages fcHowest 
thy master ; thy master for wages follows 
not thee. Therefore, thou art a sheep. j - 
Speed. Such anotlier proof will make me 
cry ‘ baa 

Pro. But dost thou hear? Gav’st thou 
my letter to Julia ? 

Speed. Ay, sir ; I, a lost mutton, gave 
your letter to her, a lac’d mutton ; and she, 
a lac’d mutton, gave me, a lost mutton, 
nothing for my labour. •./> 

Pro. Here’s too small a pasture for such 
store of muttons. 

Speed. If the ground be overcharg’d, you 
W'ere best stick lier. •»=) 

Pro. Nay, in that you are astray : ’twerc 
best pound you. 

Speed. Nay, sir, less than a pound shall 
serve me for carrying your letter. loa 
Pro. You mistake ; 1 mean the pound— 
a pinfold. 

Speed. From a pound to a pin ? Fold it 
over and over. 


’Tis threefold too little for carrying a letter 
to your lover. 105 

Pro. But what said she ? 

Speed. [Noddinn;] Ay. 

Pro. Nod-ay, Wiy, that’s * noddy *. 
Speed. You mistook, sir; I say she did 
nod ; and you ask me if she did nod ; and 
1 say ’ Ay *. no 

Pro. And that set together is ’ no Tdy ’• 
Speed. Now you have taken the pains to 
set it togetlicr, take it for your pains. 

Pro. fio, no ; you shall have it for bear¬ 
ing the letter. 

Speed. WTil, I perceive I must be fain to 
bear with you. 115 

Pro. Why, sir, how' do you bear with me ? 
Speed. Marry, sir, the letter, very orderly; 
having nothing but the word ‘noddy * for 
n y pains. 

Pro. Beshrew me, but you have a quick 
wit. 

Speed. And yet it cannot overtake your 
slow purse. 1 -o 

Pro. Come, come, open the matter; in 
iTief: vhat said she ? 

Speed. Open your purse, that the money 
and the matter may be both at once 
delivered. 

Pro. Well, sir, here is for your pains. 
What said she ? 1.15 

Speed. TruJy, sir, 1 think you’ll hardly 
win her. 

Pro. Why, couldst thou perceive so much 
from her ? 

Speed. Sir, I could perceive nothing at all 
from her ; no, not so much as a ducat for 
delivering your letter ; and being so hard 
to me that brought your mind, I fear she’ll 
prove as hard to you in telling your mind. 
Giv^e her no token hut stones, for she’s as 
hard as steel. 132 

Pro. What said she ? Nothing ? 

Speed. No, not so much as ‘ lake this for 
thy pains To testify your bounty, 1 thank 
you, you have testern’d me ; in requital 
whereof, henceforth carry your letters your¬ 
self ; and so, sir, I’ll commend you to my 
master. ir/ 

Pro. Go, go, be gone, to save your ship 
from wreck, 

Which cannot perish, having thee aboard. 
Being destin’d to a drier death on shore. 

IHxif Speed. 

1 must go send some better messenger. 1 4 1 
I fear my Julia would not deign my lines, 
Receiving them from such a worthless post. 

[Hxd. 

ScBNE II. Verona. The garden of 
Julia*s house. 

Enter Julia and Lucetta. 

Jul. But say, Lucetta, now wc are alone, 
Wouldst thou then counsel me to fall in love ? 
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Scene 2] TKE 

Luc. Ay, madam; so you stumble not 
unheedtully. 

JuL Of all the fair resort of gentlemen 

TiKit every day with parle encounter rne, 5 

In thy opinion which is worthiest love ? 

Luc. Please you, repeat their names ; lil 
show rny mind 

According to my shallow simple skill. 

Jill What think’st thou of the fair Sir 
Pglamour ? 

Luc. As of a knight well-spoken, neat, 
and fine; 7 .. 

But, were 1 you, he never should be mine. 

JuL What tiunk’st thou of the rich 
Mercatio ? 

Luc. Well of his wealth ; but of himself, 
so so. 

Jul What think'st thou of the gentle 
Proteus ? 

Luc. Lord, Lord ! to see what folly reigns 
in us 1 I 

Jul. How now ! what means this passion 
at lus name ? 

Luc. Pardon, dear madam ; ’tis a passing 
shame 

That I, unworthy body as 1 am. 

Should censure thus on lovely gentlemen. 

Jul. Why not on Proteus, as of all the 
rest ? 

Luc. Then thus : of many good 1 think 
him best. 

Jul Your reason ? 

Luc. I have no other but a woman’s 
reason : 

I think him so, because 1 think him so. 

Jul And would St thou have me cast my 
love on him ? 

Luc. Ay, if you thought your love not 
cast away. 

Jul Why, he, of all the rest, hath never 
mov’d me. 

Luc. Yet he, of all the rest, I think, best 
loves yc. 

Jul. His little speaking slums his love but 
small. 

Luc. Fire that’s closest kept burns most 
of all. 

Jul They do not love that do not show 
their love. 

Luc. O, they love least that let men know 
their love. 

Jul 1 would 1 knew his mind. 

Luc. Peruse this paper, madam. 

Jul ‘ To Julia ’—Say, from whom ? 

Ltfc. That the contents will show. 

Jul Say, say, who gave it thee ? 

Luc. Sir Valentine’s page ; and sent, I 
think, from Proteus. 

He would have given it you ; but I, being 
in the way, 

Did in your name receive it; pardon the 
fault, I pray. <0 

Jul Now, by my modesty, a goodly 
broker I 
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Dare you presume to harbour wanton lines? 
To whisper and conspire against my youth? 
Now, trust me, ’tis an oliice of great worthy 
And you an officer fit for the place, ^5 
There, take the paper ; sec it be return’d ; 
Or else return no more into my sight. 

Luc. To plead for love deserves more fee 
than hate. 

Jul Will ye be gone ? 

Luc. That you may ruminate. fExil 
Jul. And yet, 1 would 1 had o’erlook’d 

the letter. 50 

It were a shame to call her back again, 

And pray her to a fault for which 1 chid her. 
What fool is she, that knows I am a maid 
And would not force the letter to my view ! 
Since maids, in modesty, say ‘ No ’ to that 
Which they would liave the piolferer con¬ 
strue ’ Ay so 

Fic, fie, how wayward is this foolish love, 
That like a testy babe will scratch the 
nurse, 

And presently, all humbled, kiss the rod I 
How churlishly 1 chid Lucetta hence, < > 
When willingly I would have had her here I 
How angerly I taught my brow to frown, 
When inward joy enforc’d my heart to 
smile! 

My penance is to call Lucetta back 
And ask remission for my folly past. 65 
What ho 1 Lucetta I 

Re-enter Lucetta. 

Luc. What would your ladyship ? 

Jul Is't near dinner time ? 

Luc. I would it were, 

That you might kill your stomach on your 
meat 

And not upon your mai L 

Jul What is’t that you took up so 

gingerly ? ?o 

Luc. Nothing. 

Jul Why didst thou stoop then ? 

Luc. To take a paper up tiiat I let fall. 
Jul. And is that paper nothing ? 

Luc. Nothing concerning me, ri-s 

Jul Then let it lie for those that it 

concerns. 

Luc. Madam, it will not lie where it con¬ 
cerns, 

Unless it have a false interpreter. 

Jul Some love of yours hath writ to you 
in rhyme. 

Luc. That I might sing it, madam, to a 
tune. 80 

Give me a note ; your ladyship can set. 
Jul. As little by such toys as may be 
possible. 

Best sing it to the tune of ’ Light o’ Love 
Luc. It is too heavy for so light a tune. 
Jul Heavy I belike it hath some burden 
then. ft 5 

Luc. Ay ; and melodious were it, would 
you sing it. 
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JvL And why not you ? 

Liu . 1 cannot reach so hi^h. 

JiiL Let's see your song. [Lucetta with¬ 
holds the letter} How now, niinic*n ! 

Li'.c. Keep tune there still, so you will 
sing it out, «'i 

And yet methinks 1 dv^ not like this tune. 

Ju>. You do not! 

Luc. No, madam ; ’iis too siiarp. 

Ju!. You, minion, arc too s tney. 

J.iic. Nay, now you ore too Hat 
And ir.ar the concord with loo harsh 
descant; 

1 iirro w ant L*th Imt a mean to fill yoiu* song. 

JiiL Tl:e mean is drown’d with your 
iii'sruly liass. 

Luc. Indeed, I bid the base for Proteus. 

JiiL 'Ibis babbie shall not henceforth 
troul.*le me. 

Here is a coil with protest::tion ! 

17 cars the let!:}'. 
Co, get you gone; and let the papers He. 
Yoii would be fing'rhi'r them, to anger roc. 

Luc. She makes it strange; but slic 
would be best pleas’d 

To be so ang’red with another letter. fEvi*/. 

Jut. Nay, \v’oukl 1 were so ang’rcd with 
the same ! i-m 

O hateful hands, to tca.r such loving words! 
Injurious wasps, to feed on such sweet 
honey 

And kill the bees that yield it with your 
stings! 

I’ll kiss each several paper for amends. 
Look, here is writ ‘kind Julia*. Unkind 
Julia, 

As in revenge of thy ingratitude, ii<> 

I throw thy name against the bruising 
stones, 

7 rau'pling contemptuously on thy disdain. 
Anvl here is writ ‘ love-wounded Proteus'. 
Poor w'ounded name ! my bosom, as a bed, 
t>hall lodge thee till thy wound be through¬ 
ly heal’d; us 

Aik! thus 1 search it with a sovereign kiss. 
l>iit twice or thrice was ‘ Proteus ' written 
down. 

Pe calm, good wind, blow not a word away 
7 ill I have found each letter in the letter— 
Except mine own name; that some wliirl- 
wind bear i.'o 

Unto a ragged, fearful, hanging rock. 

And throw it thence into the raging sea. i 
1 o, here in oi'.e line is his name twice writ: 

* Poor forlorn Proteus, passionate Proteus, 
7o the sweet Julia That 171 tear away ; 
And yet I will not, sith so prettily x::c 

He couples it to his complaining names. 

7 .bus will I fold them one upon another ; 
Kow kiss, embrace, contend, do what you 
will. 

J\€-entcr Lucetxa* 

Luc, Madam4 


Dinner is ready, and your father stays. 

Jill. Well, let us go. 

Luc, What, shall these papers lie like 
tell-tales here ? 

JtiL If voji respect them, best to take 
them up. 

Luc. Nay, 1 was taken up for laying them 
down; t .r 

Yet here they shall nut lie for catching cold. 

Jill. 1 see you liavc a month's mind to 
them. 

Lite. Ay, m;\dam, you may .say what 
sights you see ; j.vs 

I sec thing , too. although you judge T v/ink. 

Jut. Conw, come ; wiU’t please you go ? 

LLxcuiiL 

Scene III. Veroua. Antonio*s house. 

Enter Antonio and Pantiiino. 

AnL Tell me, Pautluno, what sad talk 
was tiiat 

Wherewith iny brother held you in the 
cloister ? 

Pan. '7'vvas of his nephevr Proteus, your 
son. 

Atii. Why, what of him ? 

Pan. He wond’red that your lordshij) 
Would sutler hiui to spend his youth at 
home, 5 

While other men, of slender reputation, 
Put loi th their son to seek prelermcnt out: 
Some to the wars, to try their fortune there; 
Some to discover islands tar away; 

Some to the studious universities. lo 

I'or any, or for all these exercises. 

He said that Proteus, your son, was meet; 
And did request me to importune you 
7’o let him spend las time no more at home, 
Which would be great impeachment to his 

iigeg IS 

In having known no travel in his youth. 

Ant. Nor nccd’st thou much importune 
me to that 

W.- ereon this month I have keen hamrncr- 
ing. 

I have consider'd well his loss of time, 

And how he cannot be a perfect man, sc 

Not being tried and tutor'd in the world : 
Experience is by industry achiev'd, 

And perfected by the swift course of time. 
Then tell me whither were 1 best to send 
him. 21 

Pan. 1 think your lordship is not ignorant 
How his companion, youthful Valentine, 
Attends the Emperor in his royal court. 

Ant. I know it well. 

Pan. 'Twere good, I think, your lordship 
sent him thither : 

There s.hall he practise tilts and touina* 
merits, 30 

Hear sweet discourse, converse with noble¬ 
men. 

And be in eye of every exercise 
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Scene 3] 


Worthy his youth and nobleness of birth. 

Ant. 1 like thy counsel; well hast thou 
advis'd ; 

And that thou mayst perceive how well I 
like it. 

The execution of it shall make known: 
Even witli the speediest expedition 
I will dispatcli him to the Emperor's court. 

Pan. 'I o-niorrow, may it please you, Don 
Alphonso 

With other gentlemen of good esteem 4 ‘ 
Are journeying to salute the Emperor, 

And to commend their service to his will. 

AuL Good company ; with tliein shall 
Proteus go. 

Enter Proteus. 

And—in good time !—new will we break 
with him. 4 i 

Pro. Sv. ect love I sweet lines ! sweet life ! 
liere is her iiaiid, tlie agent of her heart ; 
llere is her oath for love, her honour's pawn. 
O that our fathers would applaud our loves, 
To seal our happiness with their consents ! 
O heavenly Jrjiia ! 50 

Ant. How now ! What letter arc you 
reading there ? 

Pro. May’t please your lordship, Tls a 
word or two 

Of commendations sent from Valentine, 
Dcli\'er’d by a friend that came from him. 

Ant. Tend me the letter ; let me see what 
news. s. 

Pro. There is no news, my lord ; but that 
lie writes 

How happily he lives, how' well-belov‘d 
And daily graced by the Emperor ; 

Vv ishing me with liim, partner of his fortune. 

Ant. And bow stand you atfected to his 
wish ? <y> 

Pro. As one rciying on your lordship’s 
will. 

And not depending on b.is friendly wash. 

Ant. My will is something sorted with his 
wish. 

.Muse not that 1 thus suddenly proceed ; 
I’or what I will, 1 will, and there an end. 

I am resolv'd that thou shalt spend some 
time 

With Valentinus in t!ie Emperor’s court; 
V/hat maintenance he from his friends 
receives, 

1 ike exhibition thou shall have from me. 
To-morrow be in readiness to go—> 7 " 

I'xcnsc it not, for I am peremptory. 

Pro. My lord, 1 cannot be so soon pro¬ 
vided ; 

Please you, deliberate a day or tw^o. 

Ant. Look what thou want’st shall he 
sent after thee. 7\ 

No more of stay ; to-morrow thou must go. 
Come on, Panthino ; you shall be employ’d 
To hasten on his expedition. 

[Exeunt Ant. and Pan. 


Pro. Thus have 1 shunn’d the fire for fear 
of burning. 

And drench’d me in the sea, where I am 
drown'd. 

1 fear'd to show my father Julia’s letter, 8 q 
L est he sliould take exceptions to my love ; 
And with the vantage of mine own excuse 
Hath he excepted most against my love. 

O, how this .spring of love resembieth 
'1‘iie uncertain glory of an April day, 

Wliicii now shows all the beauty of the 
sun, 

.And by and by a cloud takes ah away ! 
Re-enter P.XN'fUiN^o. 

Pan. Sir Proteus, your father calls for 
you ; 

He is in haste ; iberefore, I pray you, go. 
Pro. VV!;y, this it is : my heart accords 

; 'y'> 

And yet a thousand times it answers ' No 

[Exeiif.'b 

ACT TWO 

Scene 1. Milan. The DuJePs pafuce. 
Enter Valentine and Speed. 

Speed. Sir, your glove. 

VaL Not mine ; my giove.s are on. 
Speed. Why, then, this may be yours ; 
for this is but one. 

Val. Hal let me see ; av, give it me, it's# 
mine; 

Sweet ornament that decks a thing divine I 
Ah, Sih ia ! Silvia I i 

Speed. \CalJiniil M dam Silvia I Madam 
Silvia ! 

VTd. How now, sirrah ? 

Speed. She is not within hearing, sir. 
Val. Why, sir, who bade you call her ! 
Speed. Your worship, sir; or else I 
mistook. I) 

Val. Well, you'll still be too forward. 
Speed. And yet 1 was last chidden for 
being too slow. 

Vai. Go to, sir ; tell me, do you know 
Madam Silvia ? 

Speed. She that your worship loves ? 

Val. Why, hoNv know you that I am in 
love ? I i 

Speed. Marry, by these special marks : 
first, you have learn’d, like Sir Proteus, to 
wreath your arms like a malcontent ; to 
relish a love-song, like a robin redbreast; 
to walk alone, like one that had the pestil¬ 
ence ; to sigh, like a school-boy that had 
lost his A B C ; to weep, like a young wench 
that had buried her grandam ; to fast, like 
one that takes diet; to watch, like one that 
fears robbing ; to speak puling, like a beg¬ 
gar at Hallowmas. You were wont, when 
you laughed, to crow like a cock ; when you 
walk’d, to walk like one of the lions ; when 
you fasted, it was presently after dinner ; 
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when you look’d sadly, it was for want of 
money. And now yon are metamorphis’d 
with a mistress, that, wi)i#*o I look on you, 
I can hardly think you my master. 

VaL Are all these thinf^s percel v d in me? 
Speed. They are all perceiv d without ye. 
Val. Without me ? They cannot. o 
Speed. Without you ! Nay, that’s certain: 
for, without you were so suuple, none else 
would ; hut you are so wit hout these rollies 
that these folhes are within you, and shine 
through you like the wader in an urinal, t hat 
not an eye that sees you hut is a physician 
to comment on your ma.lady. 

Val. But tell me, dost thou know inv ladv 
Silvia ? 

Speed. She that you gaze on so, as she sits 
at supper ? 

Vak Hast thou observ’d that ? Even she, 
I mean. 

Speed. \Miy, sir, I know her not. 4 *- 
Vflk Dost thou know her by my gazing 
on her, and yet know'’sl her not ! 

Speed. Is she not hard-favour’d, sir ? 
Val, Not so fair, boy. as well-favour’d. 
Speed. Sir, I know that well enough. -15 
Val. What dost thou know' ? 

Speed. That she is not so fair as, of you, 
well favour’d. 

Val. I mean that her beauty is exquisite, 
but her favour inlinite. 

Speed. That’s because the one is painted, 
and the other out of all count. 50 

Val. How painted ? and how out of 
count ? 

Speed. Marry, sir, so painted, to make her 
fair, that no man counts of her beauty. 

Val. How esteeni’st thou me ? 1 account 
of her beauty, 5 ^ 

Speed. You never saw her since she was 
deform’d. 

Val. I low long hath she been deform’d ? 
Speed. Ever since you lov’d her. 

Val. I have lov’d her ever since I saw her, 
and still I see her beautiful. <> • 

Speed. If you love her, you cannot sec her. 
Val. Why ? 

Speed. Because Love is blind, O that you 
had mine eyes ; or your own eyes had the 
bghts they were wont to have when you 
chid at Sir Proteus for going ungarter’d ! (>5 
Val. What should 1 see then ? 

Speed. Your own present folly and her 
passing deformity ; for he, being in love, 
:< uld not see to garter his hose ; and you, 
being in love, cannot see to put on your 
hose. (.<1 

Val. Belike, boy, then you arc in love; 
for last morning you could not see to wipe 
my shoes. 71 

Speed. True, sir; I was in love with my 
bed. 1 thank you, you swing’d me for my 
love, which makes me the bolder to chide 
you for yours, 
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Val. In conclusion, I stand affected to 
her. 75 

Speed. I would you Avore set, so youi: 
alfection would cease. 

Val. Last night she enjoin’d me to write 
some lines to one she loves. 

Speed. And have you ? 8 « 

Val. I have. 

Speed. Arc they not lamely writ ? 

Val. No, boy, but as well as 1 can do 
them. 

Enter Silvia, 

Peace ! here she comes, 84 

Speed. 1 Aside) O excellent motion ! O 
exceeJing puppet I Now will he interpret 
.0 her. 

Val. Madam and mistress, a thousand 
good morrows. 

Speed. [Asulc] O, give ye good ev’n I 
Here's a million of manners. 

SiL Sir Valentine and servant, to you two 
thousand. 

Speed. (Aside) He should give her in¬ 
terest, anJ she gives it him. 

Val. As you enjoin’d me, I have writ 
your letter 

Unto the secret nameless friend of yours; 
W'hich I was much unwilling to proceed in, 
But for my duty to your ladyship. 96 
SiL 1 thank you, gentle servant. 'Tis 
very clerkly done. 

Val. Now trust me, madam, it came 
hardly off; 

For, being ignorant to whom it goes, 

I writ at random, very doubtfully. 100 
SiL Perchance you think too much of so 
much pains ? 

VaL No, madam; so it stead you, I will 
write, 

Please you command, a thousand times as 
much ; 

And yet— 

SiL A pretty period ! Well, I guess the 
sequel; 105 

And yet 1 will not name it—and yet I care 
not. 

And yet take this again—and yet I thank 
you— 

Meaning henceforth to trouble you no 
more. 

Speed. (Aside] And yet you will; and yet 
another ‘ yet ’. 

Val. Wliat means your ladyship ? Do you 
not like it ? 110 

SiL Yes, yes ; the lines are very quaintly 
writ; 

But, since unwillingly, take them again. 
Nay, take them. [Gii'es back the letter. 
Val. Madam, they arc for you, 

SiL Ay, ay, you writ them, sir, at my 
request; 115 

But I will none of them ; they are for you; 
1 would have had them writ more movingly. 
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VaL Please you, I'll write your ladyship 
another. 

Sih And when it's writ, for my sake read 
it over; 

And if it please you, so ; if not, why, so. i 
VaL If it please me, madam, what then ? 
Sil. Why, if it please you, take it for your 
labour. 

And so Kood morrow, servant. JEvit Silvia. 
Speed. O jest unseen, inscrutable, in¬ 
visible, 

As a nose on a man's face, or a weather¬ 
cock on a steeple ! i ^ 

My master sues to her ; and she hath taught 
her SLiito;, 

He being her pupil, to become her tutor. 

O excellent device! W as there ever heard a 
better. 

That my master, being scribe, to himsel! 
should write the letter ? t... 

Val. How now, sir! W'hat arc you 
reasoning with yourself ? 

Speed. Nay, I was rhyming : 'tis you 
that have the reason. 

Val. To do what ? 

Speed, lo be a spokesman from Madam 
Silvia ? i 

Val. To whom ? 

Speed. I'o yourself; why, she woos you 
bv a figure. 

Val. What figure ? 

.Speed. By a letter, I should say. 

Val. Why, she hath not writ to me. 14 - 
Speed. What need she, when she hath 
made you write to yourself ? Why, do you 
not perceive the jest ? 

Val. No, believe me. 

Speed. No believing you indeed, sir. But 
did you perceive her earnest ? 14 s 

Val. She gave me none except an angry 
word. 

Speed. Why, she hath given you a letter. 
Val. That’s the letter I writ to her friend. 
Speed. And that letter hath she deliver’d, 
and there an end. 

Val. 1 would it were no worse. 

Speed. I’ll warrant you ’tis as well. 

’ For often have you writ to her ; and she, 
in modesty, 

Or else for want of idle time, could not 
again reply ; 

Or fearing else some messenger that might 
her mind discover, 155 

Herself hath taught her love himself to 
write unto her lover.’ 

All this I speak in print, for in print I 
found it. Why muse you, sir ? ’Tis dinner 
time. 

Val. I have din’d. 

Speed. Ay, but hearken, sir ; though the 
chameleon Love can feed on the air, I ^m 
one that am nourish’d by my victuals, and 
would fain have meat. O, be not like your 
mistress I Be moved, be moved. 
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ScKNE II, Verotia. Julia*s house. 
Enter Proteus and Julia. 

Pro. Have patience, gentle Julia. 

Jul. I must, where is no remedy. 

Pro. When possibly 1 can, I will return. 

Jul. If you turn not, you will return the 
sooner. 

Keep this remembrance for thy Julia’s 
sake. [Gti/uig a ring. 

Pro. Why, then, we'll make exchange. 
Here, take you this. 0 

Jul. And seal the barga.in with a holy kiss. 

Pro. Here is my hand for my true con¬ 
stancy ; 

And when that hour o’erslips me in the dav 
Wherein 1 sigii not, Julia, for thy sake, v.. 
The next ensuing hour some fonl rnischai^ce 
1 orment me for my love’s forgetfulness ■ 
My father stays mv coming ; answer not ; 
'i'hc tide is now—nay, not thy ride 01 tears : 
'I'hat tide will stay me longer than I should. 
Julia, farewell! {Exit Julia. 

V/hat, gone without a word ? 
Ay, so true love should do : it cannot speak; 
For truth hath better deeds than words to 
grace it. is 

Enter Panthino. 

Pan. Sir Proteus, you are stay’d for. 

Pro. Go ; 1 come, I come. 1:0 

Alas \ this parting strikes poor lovers dumb. 

[Hxewnl. 

Scene III. Verona. A street. 

Enter Launch, leading a dog. 

Laxm. Nay, ’twill be this hour ere I have 
done weeping ; all the kind of the Launces 
have this very fault. 1 have receiv’d my 
proportion, like the Prodigious Son, and am 
going with Sir Proteus to the Imperial's 
court. I think Crab my dog be the sourest- 
natured dog that lives ; my mother weep¬ 
ing, my father wailing, my sister crying, 
our maid howling, our cat wringing her 
hands, and all our house in a great per¬ 
plexity ; yet did not this cruel-hearted cur 
shed one tear. He is a stone, a very pebble 
stone, and has no more pity in him than 
a dog. A Jew would have wept to have 
seen our parting : why, my grandam hav¬ 
ing no eyes, look you, wept herself blind at 
my parting. Nay, I’ll show you the manner 
of it. This shoe is my father ; no, this left 
shoe is my father ; no, no, this left shoe is 
my mother ; nay, that cannot be so neither; 
yes, it is so, it is so, it hath the worser sole. 
This shoe with the hole in it is my mother, 
and this my father. A vengeance on ’t I 
There ’tis. Now, sir, this stafl' is my sister, 
for, look you, she is as white as a lily and 
as small as a wand; this hat is Nan our 
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maid ; I am the clog ; no, the dog is him¬ 
self, and 1 am the dog—O, the dog is me, 
and I am myself; ay, so, so. Now come I 
to father: ‘ Father, your blessing *. 
Now should not the shoe speak a word for 
weeping ; now should 1 kiss my father; 
well, he weeps on. Now come I to mv 
mother, O that she could speak now like 
a wood woman! Well, I kiss her—whv tliere 
'tis ; here’s my mother’s breath up and 
down. Now come 1 to my sister ; mark the 
moan she makes. Now the dog all this while 
sheds not a tear, nor speaks a word ; but 
see how I lay the dust with my tears. ^ 

Jhiier Panthino. 

Pan, Launce, away, away aboard ! Thy 
master is shipp’d, and thou art to post 
after with oars. W’hal’s the matter ? Why 
weop’st thou, man ? Away, ass ! You 11 
lose the tide if you tarry any longer. 

Laun, It is no matter if the tied were lost; 
for it is tile unkindest tied that ever a^^ 
man tied. v 

Pan, What’s the unkindest tide ? 

Laim. Wiiy, he that’s tied here, Crab, mv 
dog. 

Tut, man, 1 mean thou’lt lose the 
flood, and, in losing tiie flood, lose tbv 
voyage, and, in losing (hy voya‘;c, lose tliy 
master, and, in losing thy master, lose th*' 
service, and, in losing thy service—Why 
dost tiiou stop my mouth ! ii 

Laun, For fear thou shouldst lose thy 
tongue. 

Pan, Vv’hcre should I lose my tongue ? 

Laun. In thy tale. 

Pan. In thy tail I 4 

Laun. Lose the tide, and the voyage, and. 
the master, and the service, and the tied ! 
Why, man, if the river were dry, I am able 
to fill it with my tears ; if tiie wind were 
down, I could drive the boat with niy sighs. 

Pan. Come, come away, man ; I wa. 
sent to call thee. r> 

Laun. Sir, call me what thou dar’st. 

Pait. Wilt thou go 7 

Laun. Well, I will go. {Exeunf. 

ScLNiilV. Milan. The Duke*s palace. 
Enter Silvia, Valentine, I'liuiuo, and 

Sil. Servant! 

Val. Mistress ? 

Speed. Master, Sir Thurio frowns on you. 

Val. Ay, boy, it's for love. 

Speed. Not of you. 5 

Val. Of my mistress, then. 

Speed. 'Tvverc good you knock'd him. 

lExif. 

Sil. Servant, you are sad. 

Val. Indeed, madam, I seem so. 

Thu, Seem you that you are not ? lo 
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Val. Haply I do. 

Thu. So do counterfeits. 

Val. So do you. 

Thu. What seem I that I am not ? 

Val. Wise. 15 

Thu. What instance of the contrary ? 
Val. Your folly. 

Thu. And lunv ejuote you my folly ? 

Val. 1 quote it in your ierkin. 

Thu. My jerkin is a doublet. m 

Val. Well, then. I'll double your folly. 
Ihu. How ? 

Sil. What, angry, Sir Thurio ! Do you 
change colour ? 

Val. Hive liim leave, madam ; he is a 
kind of chameleon. 

Thu. lhat hath more mind to feed on 
your blooii than live in your air. .?(> 

Val. You have said, sir. 
j /hi. Ay, sir, and done loo, for this time. 
V'al. 1 know it well, sir ; you always end 
etc you begin. 

Sil. A fine volley of words, gentlemen, 
and quickly blior oil'. si 

Val. 'Tis indccvl, madam : we thank the 
giver. 

Sil. Who is tli.at, servant ?' 

VuL Yourself, sweet hnly ; for you gavii 
tlie tire. Sir '1 hiuio borrows his wit from 
your kuiN Sbip'^ look';, and spends what he 
borrows kingriy in your company. c'l 

I hu. Sir, if you spend word for word with 
me, 1 shall make your wit bankrupt. 

Val. I know it well, sir; you have an 
exchequer of words, and, I think, no oiIkt 
tj-casure to gi\ e your follo'>\ers; lor it 
appears by their bare liveries that they live 
by your l>are words. 4 ^ 

Enter DurcE. 

Sil. No more, gentlemen, no more. Here 
comes my father. 

Duke. Novv, daughter Silvia, you are 
hard {>eset. 45 

Sir Valrntiae, your father is iii good health. 
\S'hat say you to a letter from your friends 
Of much good news 7 

Val. My lord, 1 will be thankful 

To any happy messenger from thence. 
Duke. Know ye Don Antonio, your 
cour.ti vman 7 

Val. Ay, my good lord, 1 know the 
gentleman 

To be of worth and worthy estimation, 
And not without desert so well reputed. 
Duke. Hatli he not a son 7 
Val. Ay, rny good lord ; a son that wx*ll 
deserves 55 

The hotrour and regard of such a father. 
Duke. You know him well 7 
Val. 1 knew him as myself; for from our 
infancy 

We have convers'd and sp»mt our hours 
together; 
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And though myself have been an idle 
truant, to 

Omitting the sweet benefit of time 
'io clothe mine age with angel-like per¬ 
fection, 

Yet hath Sir Proteus, for that's his name, 
Made use and fair advantage of his days : 
His years but young, but his experience old; 
Uis head unmcllowcd, but his judgment 
ripe; 6(» 

And, in a word, for far behind his worth 
Comes all the praises that T now bestow'. 
He is c:om]?lete in feature and in mind. 
With all good grace to grace a gentleman. 

Vukc. lies brew me, sir, but if he make 
this good, 71 

He is as worthy for an empress* love 
As meet to be an emperor’s counsellor. 
VvYIl, sir, this gentleman is come to me 
With commendation from great potentates, 
And here he means to spend Ids time 
awhile. 7 (> 

I think 'tis no unwelcome news to you, 

VaL Should I have wish’d a tiling, it had 
been he. 

Duke. Welcome him, then, according to 
his wortii— 

Silvia, 1 speak to you, and you, Sir 
1 hurio ; JSo 

For Valentine, I need not cite him to it. 

1 will send him hither to you presently. 

[Fxd Duke. 

VaL This is the gcctlenian I told your 
I a ay,ship 

Had coinc along with me but that his 
mistress Si 

Did hold his eyes lock’d in her crystal j 
looks. I 

SiL Belike that now she hath cnfran-| 
clds’d them 

Upon some other pawn for fcaltv. 

VaL Kay, sure, 1 think slic bolds them 
prisoners still. 

SiL Nay, then, he should bo blind ; and, 
being blind, 

How could he see his way to seek out you ? 

Vnl. Why, lady, Love hath twenty pair 
of eyes. <ji 

Thu. They say that Love hath not an eye 
at all. 

VaL To see such lovers, Thurio, as 
yourself; 

Upon a homely object Love can wink. 

[Exit Thurio. 

Enter Protkus. 

SiL Have done, have done ; here conies 
the gentleman. ns 

VaL Welcome, dear Proteus! Mistress, 

1 beseech you 

Confirm his welcome with some special 
favour. 

SiL His worth is warrant for his welcome 
hither. 


If this be he you oft have wish’d to hear 
from. 

VaL Mistress, it Is ; sweet lady, entertain 

him xoo 

To be my fellow-servant to your ladysliip. 

SiL Too low a mistress for so high a 
servant. 

Pro. Not so, sweet lady; but too mean a 
servant if -3 

To have a look of such a worthy mistress, 

VflL Leave ofi’ discourse of disalnbty ; 
Sw'eet lady, entertain him for your servant. 

Pro. My duty w ill I boast of, nothing else. 

SiL And duty never yet did want his 
meed. 

Servant, you arc welcome to a worlldess 
mistress. 

Pro. Pll die on him that says so but 
yourself. no 

SU. That you arc welcome ? 

Pro. That you arc worthless. 

Re-enter Tiiuiao. 

Thu. Mr.dam, my lord your father would 
speak with you. 

Sil. 1 wait upon his pleasure. Come, Sir 
Tinirio, 

Go with me. Once more, new servant, 
welcome. it 4 

ril leave you to confer of home affairs; 
When you have done ive look to hear from 
you. 

Pro. WcTl both attend upon your lady¬ 
ship. |E\'eu)if Sihia and Thurio. 

VaL Now, tell me, how do all from 
whence you came ? 

Pro. Your friends are ivcil, and have them 
mucli commended. ny 

VaL And how do yours ? 

IVe. I left them all in health. 

VaL HOiV does your lady, and how 
tlirivcs your love ? 

Pro. My tales of love were wont to weary 
you ; 

I know you joy not in a love-discourse. 

Vat. Ay, Proteus, but that life is alter'd 
now ; 

I have done penance for contemning 
Love, i::f) 

Whose high imperious thoughts have 
punish’d me 

With bitter fasts, with penitential groans, 
With nightly tears, and daily heart-sore 
sighs ; 

For, in revenge of my contempt of love, 
Love hath chas’d sleep from my enthralled 
eyes 130 

And made them watchers of mine own 
heart’s sorrow. 

O gentle Proteus, Love’s a mighty lord. 

And hath so humbled me as 1 confess 
There is no woe to his correction, 134 
Nor to his service no such joy on earth. 
Now no discourse, except it be of love; 

35 



THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA 


[Act 2 


Now can I break my fast, dine, sup, and 
sleep, 

Upon the very naked name of love. 

Pro. Enough ; 1 read your fortune in 
your eye. 

Was this the idol that you worship so ? 

Val. Even she ; and Is she not a heavenly 
saint ? 

Pro. No ; but she is an earthly paragon. 

Val. Call her divine. 

Pro. I will not flatter her. 

Val. O, flatter me; for love delights in 
praises! 

Pro. When I was sick you gave me bitter 
pills, 

And 1 must minister the like to you. 

Val. Then speak the truth by her ; if not 
divine, 

Yet let her be a principality, 

Sovereign to all the creatures on the earth. 

Pro. Except my mistress. 

Val. Sweet, except not any ; 

Except thou wilt except against my love. 

Pro. Have 1 not reason to prefer mine 
own ? 

Val. And I will help tliee to prefer her 
too : 

She shall be dignified with this high 
honour— 151 

To bear my lady’s train, lest the base earth 
Should from her vesture chance to steal a 
kiss 

And, of so great a favour growing proud. 
Disdain to root the summer-swelling 
flowT 

And make rough winter everlastingly. 

Pro. Why, Valentine, what braggardism 
is this ? T(><' 

Val. Pardon me, Proteus; all I can h 
nothing 

I’o her, whose worth makes other w'orthics 
nothing ; 

She is alone. 

Pro. Then let her alone. 

Val. Not for the world ! Why, mnn, ske is 
mine own ; 

And I as rich in having such a jew'el JO 3 
As twenty seas, if all their sand were pearl, 
The water nectar, and the rocks pure gold. 
Forgive me that 1 do not dream on thee 
Because thou seest me dote upon my love. 
My foolish rival, that her father likes t/o 
O nly for his possessions are so huge, 

Is gone with her along ; and I must after. 
For love, thou know’st, is full of jealousy. 

Pro. But she loves you ? 

Val. Ay, and we are betroth’d; nay 
more, our marriage-hour, 175 

With all the cunning manner of our flight. 
Determin'd of—how I must climb her 
windew, t 77 

The ladder made of cords, and all the means 
Plotted and 'greed on for my hapj^iness. 
Good Proteus, go with me to my chamber, 
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In these affairs to aid me with thy counsel. 
Pro. Go on before; I shall enquire you 
forth ; 

1 must unto the road to disemb rk 
Some necessaries that I needs must use; 
And then I’ll presently attend you. 185 
Val. Will you make haste ? 

Pro. I will. \Bxit Valentine. 

Even as one heat another heat expels 
Or as one nail by strength drives out an- 
oiiier. 

So the remembrance of my former love 19 ^ 
Is by a newer object quite forgotten. 

Is it my mini , or Valentinus' praise. 

Her true perfection, or my false trans¬ 
gression, 

That makes me reasonless to reason thus ? 
She is fair ; and so is Julia that 1 lov^e— 
That I did love, for now my love is thaw’d ; 
Which like a waxen image 'gainst a fire 
Bears no impression of the thing it was. 
Mctliinks my zeal to Valentine is cold, 

And that 1 love him not as I was wont. ^ > 
O ! but I love his lady too too much, 

And tliat’s the reason I love him so little. 
Ilow shall 1 dote on her with more advice 
That thus without advice begin to love her! 
'l is but her picture I have yet beheld, 5 
And that hath dazzled my reason's light; 
But when 1 look on her perfections, 

There is no reason but I shall be blind. 

If 1 can check my erring love, 1 will; 

If not, to compass her I'll use my skill. 2 to 

[Exib 

Scene V. Milan. A street. 

Bitter Speed and Ladnce severally. 

Speed. Launce! by mine honesty, 
welcome to Padua. 

Laiin. Forswear not thyself, sw^et youth, 
for 1 am not welcome. 1 reckon this always, 
that a man is never undone till he be 
hang d, nor never welcome to a place till 
some certain shot be paid, and the hostess 
say * Welcome : ’ 5 

Speed. Come on, you madcap; I'll to the 
alehouse with you presently ; w'hcre, for 
one shot of five pence, thou shalt have five 
thousand welcomes. But, sirrah, how did 
thy master part with Madam Julia ? 

Laun. Marry, after they clos’d in earnest, 
they parted very fairly in jest. n 

Speed. But shall she marry him ? 

Laun. No. 

Speed. How then ? Shall he marry her ? 
Laun. No, neither. 15 

Speed, What, are they broken ? 

Laun. No, they arc both as whole as a 
fish. 

Speed. Why then, how stands the matter 
with them ? 

Laun. Marry, thus: when it stands well 
with him, it stands well with her. 20 
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Speed, What an ass art thou! 1 under¬ 
stand thee not. 

Laun. Wiiat a block art thou that thou 
canst not! My staff understands me. 
Speed. What thou say’st ? -’4 

Laun. Ay, and what I do too ; look thee, 
I'll iHit lean, and my staff understands me. 
Speed. It stands under thee, indeed, 
Laun. Why, stand-under and under¬ 
stand is all one. 

Speed. But tell me true, wiirt he a match? 
Latin. Ask my doj?. if he sav ay, it will ; 
if he say no, it will ; if he shake his tail and 
say nothing, it will. 

Speed. Ihc conclusion is, then, that it 
will. 

Laun. 'I'hou shalt never get such a secret 
from me but by a parable. 31 

Speed. 'Tis well that I get it so. But. 
Launce, how say’st thou that my master is 
become a notable lover ? 

Laun. I never Knew him otherwise. 37 1 
Speed. Than how ? ' 

Laun. A notable lubber, as thou reporte t j 
him to be. 

SjK'ed. Why, thou whoreson ass, thou 
mistak’st me. 4<* 

laun. Why, fool, 1 meant not thee, I 
meant thy master. 

Speed. I tell thee my master is become a 
hot lover. 

Laun. Why, I tell thee I care not though 
lie l)iirn himself in love. If thou wilt, go 
with me to tlie alehouse ; if not, thou art 
an Hebrew, a Jew, and not worth the name 
of a Christian. 10 

Speed. Why ? 

Laun. Because thou hast not so m\ich 
charity in thee as to go to the ale with a 
Christian. Wilt thou go ? i ) 

Speed. At thy service. [Exeunh 

Scene VT. Milan. The Duke's palace. 
Enter Proteus. 

Pro. To leave my Julia, shall I be for¬ 
sworn ; 

To love fair Silvia, shall I be forsworn; 

To wrong my friend, 1 shall be much 
forsworn ; 

And ev'n that pow'r which gave me first 
my oath 

Provokes me to this threefold perjury : 3 

Love bade me sw^ar, and Love bids me 
forswear. 

O sweet-suggesting Love, if thou hast sinn'd, 
Teach me, thy tempted subject, to excuse 
it i 

At first I did adore a twinkling star. 

But now I worship a celestial sun. to 
U nheedful vows may heedfully be broken ; 
And he wants wit that wants resolved will 
To learn his wit t' exchange the bad for 
better. 


Fie, fie, unreverent tongue, to call her bad 
Whose sovereignty so oft thou hast preferred 
With twenty thousand soul-confirming 
oaths! 16 

1 cannot leave to love, and yet I do ; 

But there I leave to love where 1 should 
love. 

Julia I lose, and Valentine I lose; 

If I keep them, I needs must lose myself; 
If I lose them, thus find 1 by their loss: cr 
For Valentine, myself ; for Julia, Silvia. 

I to myself am dearer than a friend ; 

For love is still most precious in itself; 
And Silvia—witness Leaven, that made 
her fair I— 25 

Shows Julia but a swarthy Fthiope. 

1 will forget that Julia is alive, 
Perncmb’ring that my love to her is dead ; 
And Valentine I'll hold an enemy, 

^Viming at Silvia as a sweeter friend. ^o 
I cannot now prove constant to myself 
Witiioiit some treachery us'd to Valent ine. 
This night he mcanoth with a corded ladder 
1 o climb celestial Silvia’s chamber window^ 
Myself in counsel, his competitor. 35 

Now presently I'll give her father notice 
Of their disguising and pretended flight, 

\\ ho, all enrag’d, will banish Valentine, 

For Thurio, he intends, shall w^ed his 
daughter; 

But, Valentine being gone, I'll quickly 
cross 4 (j 

By some sly trick blunt Thurio’s duU pro¬ 
ceeding. 

Love, lend me wings to make my purpose 
swift, 

As thou hast lent me wit to plot this drift. 

lExiL 

Scene VTI. Verona. Julia's house. 
Enter Julia and Lucetta, 

Jul. Counsel, Lucetta ; gentle girl, assist 
me; 

And, ev’n in kind love, I do conjure thee. 
Who art the table w^hercin all my thoughts 
Are visibly character'd and engrav'd, 
lo lesson me and tell me some good mean 
How, with my honour, 1 may undertake 
A journey to my loving Proteus. 7 

Luc. Alas, the way is wearisome and long! 
Jul. A true-devoted pilgrim is not weary 
To measure kingdoms with his feeble steps; 
Much less shall she that hath Love's wings 

to lly, II 

And when the flight is made to one so dear, 
Of such divine perfection, as Sir Proteus. 
Luc, Better forbear till Proteus make 
return. 

Jul. O, kncnv'st thou not his looks are my 
soul’s food ? 15 

Pity the dearth that I have pined in 
By longing for that food so long a time. 
Didst thou but know the inly touch of love, 
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Ti hou woiildst as soon go kindle fire with 
snow 

As seek to quench the fire of love with 
words. 20 

Luc. 1 do not seek to quench your love’s 
hot fire, 

Blit quality the fire’s extreme rage, 

Lest it should burn above the bounds of 
reason. 

JuL Ihc more thou dam’st it up, the 
more it bums. 

The current that with gentle murmur 
glides, 

Thou know\st, being stopp’d, impatiently 
doth rage ; 

But when his fair course is not hindered, 
lie makes sweet music with th’ cnamcH’d 
stones, 

Giving a gentle kiss to every sedge 
lie overtakclh in his pilgrimage ; n- 

And so by many winding nooks he strays. 
With willing sport, to the wild ocean. 

T hen let me go, and hinder not my course. 
I’ll be as patient as a gentle stream. 

And make a pastime of ciich weary step, 

Till the last step have brought me to my 
love; 

And there ITl rest as, after much turmoil, 
A blessed soul doth in Elysium. 

Luc. But in what habit will you go along? 

Jill. Not like a woman, tor I would 
prevent I'j 

The loose encounters of lascivious men ; i 
Gentle Lucetta, fit me with such weeds 
As may beseem some well-reputed page. 

Luc. Why then, your ladyship must cut 
your hair. 

Jul. No, girl ; ITl knit it up in silken 
strings 

With twenty odd-conccited true-love 
knots— 

To be fantastic may become a youth 
Of greater time than I shall show to be. 

Luc. What fashion, madam, shall I make 
your breeches ? 

Jul. That fits as well as * Tell me, good 
my lord, y> 

What compass will you w^ear your farth¬ 
ingale 

Why cv’n what fashion thou best likes, 
Lucetta. 

Luc. You must needs have them with a 
codpiece, madam. 

Jul. Out, out, Lucetta, that wall be ill- 
favour’d. 

Luc. A round hose, madam, now’s not 
worth a pin, 5 '=. 

Unless you have a codpiece to stick pins on. 

Jul. Lucetta, as thou lov’st me, let me 
have 

What thou think’st meet, and is most 
mannerly. 

But tell me, wench, how will the world 
repute me 
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Imr undertaking so unstaid a journey ? 60 
I fear me it will make me scandaliz’d. 

Luc. If you think so, then stay at home 
and go not. 

Jul. Nay, that I will not. 

Luc. Tlien never dream on infamy, but 
go. 

If Proteus like your journey when you 
come, 6-5 

No matter who’s displeas’d when you are 
gone. 

I fear me he will scarce be pleas’d withal. 

Jul. That is the least, Ijiicetta, of my fear: 
A thousand oaths, an ocean of his tears, 
.^.fid instances of infinite of love, 70 

Warrant me welcome to my Piotciis. 

Luc. All these are servants to deceitful 
men. 

Jul. Base men that use them to so base 
effect! 

But truer stars did govern Proteus' biith ; 
l!is w'ords are bonds, his oaths arc oracles, 
His love sincere, his thoughts immaculate, 
His tears pure messengers sent from his 
heart, 77 

His heart as far from fraud as heaven from 
earth. 

Luc. Pray hcav’n he prove so when you 
come to him, 

Jul. Now, as thou lov’st me, do him not 
that wrong Sc 

To hear a hard opinion of his truth ; 

Only deserve my love by loving Iiim. 

And presently go with me to my chamber, 
To take a note of what 1 stand in need of 
To furnish me upon my longing journey. S 5 
All that is mine I leave at thy dispose, 

My goods, my lands, my reputalion; 

Only, in lieu thereof, dispatch me hence. 
Come, answer not, but to it presently ; Ry 
I am impatient of my tarriance, [Excunf, 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Milan. The Duke*s palace. 

Enter Duke, Tuurio, and Proieus. 

Duke. Sir Thiirio, give us leave, I pray, 
awhile; 

We have some secrets to confer about. 

[Exit Thurio. 

Now tell me, Proteus, what’s your will 
with me ? 

Pro. My gracious lord, that which 1 would 
discover 

The law of friendship bids me to conceal; 5 
But, when 1 call to mind your gracious 
favours 

Done to me, undeserving as I am. 

My duty pricks me on to utter that 
Which else no worldly good should draw 
from me. 

Know, w'orthy prince, Sir Valentine, my 
friend, 10 
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Tliis ni^ht intends to steal away your 
daughter; 

Myself am one made privy to the plot. 

1 know you have determin’d to bestow her 
On Thurio, whom your gentle daughter 
hates; 

And should she thus be stol’n away from 
you, 

It would be much vexation to your age. 
'thus for rny duty’s sala\ 1 rather chose 
To cross my friend in his intended drift 
lhan, by concealing it, l^eap on your 
head 

A pack of sorrows which would press you 
down, 

Being unprevented, to your timeless grave. 
Duke, Proteus, 1 thank thee for thine 
honest care, 

Whicli to requite, command me while I live. 
This love oi theirs myself have oftcPi seen, 
llaply when they have judg'd me 
asleep. 

And oftentimes have purpos’d to forbid 
Sir Valentine her company and my court ; 
But, fearitig iest my jealous aim might en 
And so, unworthily, disgrace tlie rnant, 

A rashness (hat I ever yet have shunn’d, v 
1 gave him gentle looks, lhcre.l>y to find 
liiat wlucl\ tliyselt hast now disclos’d tome. 
And, that thou rnayst perceive my fear of 
this, 

Knowing that tender youth is soon 
suggesied, 

I nightly lodge her in an upper tow'r, ^, 
"I'he key whereof my:a.‘It have ever kept; 
And thence she cannot !)e convey’d away. 
Pro. Know, noble lord, they have devis’d 
a mean 

How he her chamber window will ascend 
And wath a corded ladder fetch her down; 
For wliich the youthful lover now is gone, 
And this way comes he with it presently ; 
Where, if it please you, you m jv intercept 
him. 

But, good my lord, do it so cunningly 
dhat my discovery be not aimed at; r 
For love of you, not hate unto my friend. 
Hath made me publisher of this pretence. 
Duke. Fpon mine honour, he shall never 
know 

That 1 had any light from thee of this, v- 
Pto. Adieu, my lord ; Sir Valentine is 
coming. IFxd. 

Enler V.\LiiNTiNi£. 

Duke. Sir Valentine, whither away so 
fast ? 

Val, Please it your Grace, there is a 
messenger 

That stays to bear my letters to my friends, 
And I am going to deliver tbcm, 

Duke, Be they of much import ? 55 

Val, The tenour of them doth but signify 
My health and happy being at your court. 


Duke. Nay then, no matter; stay w'itli 
me awhile; 

I am to break with thee of some affairs 
That touch me near, wherein thou must be 
secret. Oo 

’Tis not unknown to thee that 1 have sought 
I'o match rny friend Sir dluirio to my 
daughter. 

Val, I know it well, my lord ; and, sure, 
the match 

Were rich and lionouruble ; besides, the 
gentleman 

Is full of virtue, bounty, worth, and 
qualities '-5 

Beseeming such a wife as your fair daughter. 
Cannot your Cirace win her to fancy him ? 

Duke. No, trust me : she is peevish, 
sullen, froward, 

Proud, disobedienr, stuhiiorn, lacking duty; 
Neitiicr regarding that she is my child 70 
Nor fearing me as if I were her father ; 
.4nd, may i say to thee, this pride of hers. 
Upon advice, Indh drawn my love from her; 
And, wljere I thought the remnant of mine 

agi*. 

Should have been cherish’d by her child¬ 
like duty, 

I now am full rer.olv’d to take a wife 
And turn her out to who will take her in. 
I hcn let tier heaiay be her wedding-Jow’r; 
l or me and my jrossessions slie e.steems not. 

Val. What >vould your Chace have me to 
dv> in this ^ So 

Duke, 'fheic is a lady, in Verona here, 
Whom I adect; but slie is nice, and coy. 
And nought esteems mv aged eloquence. 
Now, therefore, would I have thee to my 
tutor— 

For long agone 1 have forgot to court; 83 

Besides, the fashion of the time is chang’d— 
How and which way 1 may bestow myself 
To be regarded in her sun-bright eye. 

Val. ^Vi^ her with gifts, if she respect 
not words : 

Dumb jewels often in their silent kind 
More than quick words do move a woman's 
mind, 

Duke. But she did scorn a present that I 
sent her. 

Val. A woman sometime scorns w'hat 
best contents her. 

Send her another ; never give her o’er, 

Cor .scorn at first makes after-love the more. 
If she do frown, Tis not in hate of you, 90 
But rather to beget more love in you ; 

If she do chide, ’tis not to have you gone. 
For why the fools arc mad if left alone. 

'l ake no repulse, whatever she doth say ; 
F"or * Get you gone ’ she doth not mean 
‘ Away ! * loi 

Flatter and praise, commend, extol their 
graces ; 

Though ne’er so black, say they have angels’ 
faces. 
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That man that hath a tongue, 1 say, is no 
man, 

If with his tongue he cannot win a woman. 

Duke* But she I mean is promis'd by her 
friends 

Unto a youthful gentleman of worth ; 

And kept severely from resort of men, 

That no man hath access by day to her. 

Val. W'liy then 1 would resort to her by 
night. If' 

Duke* Ay, but the doors be lock'd and 
keys kept safe. 

That no man hath recourse to her by night. 

Val* What lets but one may enter at her 
window ? 

Duke* Her chamber is aloft, far from the 
ground. 

And built so shelving that one cannot 
climb it I'r 

Without apparent hazard of his life. 

Val* Wiiy then a ladder, quaintly made 
of cords. 

To cast up with a pair of anchoring hooks, 

Would serve to scale another Hero’s tow’r. 

So bold Leander would adventure it. 

Duke. Now, as thou art a gentleman of 
blood, 

Advise me where I may have such a ladder. 

Val. When would you use it ? Pray, sir, 
tell me that. 

Duke* This very night; for Love is like a 
child, 

That longs for everything that he can come 
by. 

Val* By seven o'clock I'll get you such a 
ladder. 

Duke. But, hark thee ; 1 will go to her 
alone ; 

How shall 1 best convey the ladder thither? 

Val. It will be light, my lord, that you 
may bear it 

Under a cloak that is of any length. i.io 

Duke* A cloak as long as thine will serve 
the turn ? 

Val. Ay, my good lord. 

Duke. Then let me see thy cloak. 

I'll get me one of such another length. 

Val. W’hy, any cloak will serve the turn, 
my lord. 

Duke* How shall I fashion me to wear a 
cloak ? 1,15 

I pray thee, let me feel thy cloak upon me. 

What letter is this same ? What’s here ? 
' To Silvia '! 

And here an engine fit for my proceeding! 

I’ll be so bold to break the seal for once. 

[Reads* 

* My thoughts do harbour with my Silvia 
nightly, 

And slaves they are to me, that send 
them flying. 

O, could their master come and go as 
lightly, 


Himself w^ould lodge where, senseless, 
they are lying! 

My herald thoughts in thy pure bosom 
rest them, 

While I, their king, that thither them 
importune, 145 

Do curse the grace that with such grace 
hath blest them. 

Because myself do want my servants’ 
fortune. 

1 curse myself, for they are sent by me, 
That they should harbour where their 
lord should be.’ 

What’s here ? ^ 5 ^ 

‘ Silvia, this night I will enfranchise thee.’ 
*Tis so; and here’s the ladder for the 
purpose. 

Why, Phnethon—for thou art Merops’ 
son— 

Wilt thou aspire to guide the heavenly 
car, 

And with thy daring folly burn the world ? 
Wilt thou reach stars because they shine on 
thee ? i 5 ^> 

Go, base intruder, o\'cr-wcening slave, 
Bestow thy fawning smiles on equal 
mates; 

And think my patience, more than thy 
desert, 

Is privilege for thy depaitiirc hence. 

Ihank me for this more than for all the 
favours 

Which, all too much, I have bestow’d on 
thee. 

But if thou linger in my territories 
Longer than swiftest expedition 
Will give thee time to leave our royal 
court, 165 

By heaven ! my wrath shall far exceed the 
love 

t ever bore my daughter or thyself. 

Be gone; I will not hear thy vain excuse, 
But, as thou lov’st thy life, make speed 
from hence. [Exit Duke* 

Val* And why not death rather than 

living torment ? 170 

To die is to be banish'd from myself, 

And Silvia is myself; banish'd from her 
Is self from self, a deadly banishment. 
What light is light, if Silvia be not seen ? 
What joy is joy, if Silvia be not by ? 175 

Unless it be to think that she is by. 

And feed upon the shadow' of perfection. 
Except I be by Silvia in the night, 

There is no music in the nightingale; 
Unless I look on Silvia in the day, 180 

T lere is no day for me to look upon. 

She is my essence, and I leave to be 
If 1 be not by her fair influence 
Foster’d, illumin’d, cherish’d, kept alive. 

1 fly not death, to fly his deadly doom: 185 
Tarry 1 here, I but attend on death; 

But fly I hence, I fly away from life. 
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Enter Proteus and Launch. 

Pro. Run, boy, run, run, and seek him out. 

Laun. So-ho, so-ho I 

Pro. What seest thou ? ino 

Latin. Him we go to find : there's not a 
hair on’s head but 'tis a Valentine. 

Pro. Valentine ? 

Val. No. 

Pro. Who then ? his spirit ? 195 

Val. Neither. 

Pro. Waiat then ? 

Val. Nothing. 

Laun. Can nothing speak ? Master, shall 
1 strike ? 

Pro. Who wouldst thou strike ? 200 

Laun. Nothing. 

Pro. Villain, forbear. 

Laun. Why, sir. I’ll strike nothing. 1 
pray you— 

Pro. Sirrah, I say, forbear. Friend 
Valentine, a word. 

Val. My ears are stopp'd and cannot hear 
good news, 

So much of bad already hath possess’d 
them. 

Pro. Then in dumb silence will 1 bury 
mine. 

For they are harsh, untuncable, and bad. 

Val. Is Silvia dead ? 

Pro. No, Valentine. ^ 

Val. No Valentine, indeed, for sacred 
Silvia. 

Ha til she forsworn me ? 

Pro. No, Valentine. 

Val. No Valentine, if Silvia have for¬ 
sworn me. 

What is your news ? 21 s 

Laun. Sir, there is a proclamation that 
you are vanished. 

Pro. That thou art banished—O, that’s 
the news!— 

From hence, from Silvia, and from me thy 
friend. 

Val. O, 1 have fed upon this woe already, 
And now excess of it will make me surfeit. 
Doth Silvia know that 1 am banished ? 

Pro. Ay, ay ; and she hath offered to the 
doom— 2 .r.i 

Which, unrevers’d, stands in effectual 
force— 

A sea of melting pearl, which some call 
tears; 

Those at her father's churlish feet she 
tender’d; 22 s 

With them, upon her knees, her humble self. 
Wringing her hands, whose whiteness so 
became them 

As if but now they waxed pale for woe. 
But neither bended knees, pure hands held 
up, 

Sad sighs, deep groans, nor silver-shedding 
tears, 23 '> 

Could penetrate her uncompassionate sire— 


But Valentine, if he be ta’en, must die. 
Besides, her intercession chaf’d him so, 
When she for thy repeal was supplia T, 
That to close prison he commanded her, 23 s 
With many bitter threats of biding there. 
Val. No more ; unless the next word that 
thou speak'st 

Have some malignant power upon iny life ; 
If so, 1 pray thee breathe it in mine ear, 

As ending anthem of my endless dolour, 2,10 
Pro. Cease to lament for that thou canst 
not help. 

And study help for that which thou 
lament’st. 

Time is tlie nurse and breeder of all good. 
Here if thou stay thou canst not see thy 
love ; 

Besides, thy staying will abridge tby life. 
Hope is a lover’s staff; walk hence with 
that, 2^6 

And manage it against despairing tlioughts. 
Thy letters may be here, though thou art 
hence, 

Which, being writ to me, shall bo deliver'd 
Even in the milk-white bosom oi thy love. 
The time now serves not to expostulate. 
Come, ril convey thee through the city 

gate; 234 

And, ere I part with thcc, confer at large 
Of all that may concern thy love affairs. 

As thou lov’st Silvia, though not for thyself, 
Regard thy danger, and along with me. 
Vaf. I pray thee, Launce, an if thou seest 
my boy, 237 

Bid him make haste and meet me at the 
Northgate. 

Pro. Go, sirrah, find him out. Come, 

Valentine. 259 

VaZ. O my dear Silvia \ Hapless Valentine! 

[Exetinf Valentine and Proteus. 
Laun. I am but a fool, look you, and yet 
I have the wht to think my master is a kind 
of a knave; but that’s all one if he be but one 
knave. He lives not now that knows me to 
be in love ; yet I am in love ; but a team 
of horse shall not pluck that from me ; nor 
who ’tis 1 love ; and yet ’tis a woman ; but 
what woman 1 will not tell myself; and yet 
'tis a milkmaid ; yet ’tis not a maid, for she 
hath had gossips ; yet ’tis a maid, for she is 
her master’s maid and serves for wages. 
She hath more qualities than a water- 
spaniel—which is much in a bare Christian. 
Here is the cate-log IPulling out a paper] 
of her condition. ‘Inprimis: She can 
fetch and carry.’ Why, a horse can do no 
more ; nay, a horse cannot fetch, but only 
carry ; therefore is she better than a jade. 
’ Item : She can milk.’ Look yon, a sweet 
virtue in a maid with clean hands. 275 

Enter Speud. 

Speed. How now, Signior Launce I What 
news with your mastcrsliip ? 
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Laun. With my master’s ship ? Why, it is 
at sea. 

Speed, Well, your olil vice still: mistake 
the word, Wlcit news, then, in your 
paper ? 

Laun, The black\st news that ever thou 
heard’st. 

Speed, Why, man ? liow black ? 

Laun, Why, as black as ink. 

Speed, Let me read them. 

Laun, Fie on tJieo, jolt-head ; thou cansi 
not re.id. 

Speed, Th.ou lie.^t; I can. 

Laun, I will try thee. Tell me this : Who | 
begot thee ? 

Speed. Marry, the son of my grandfather. 

Latin. O illiterate loiterer. It vsas the son 
of thy grandmother, 'ibis proves that tliou 
cansi not read. 

Speed. Come, fool, come ; try me in thy 
paper. 

Laun. lilaudinr; over (he paperl There : 
and Saint Nicholas be thy speed. 

Speed. (Kcads'l ‘ Inprimis; Sne can milk.' 

Laun, Ay, that she can. 

Speed. ‘ Item : Stic brews govxl ale.' 2 ), 

Laun, And thereof comes the proverb : 
Blessing of your heart, you brew good ale. 

Speed. ‘ Item : She can sew.’ 

Latin. That’s as much as to say ‘ Can she 
so ? ’ 

Speed. ‘ Item : She can knit.’ 30.. 

Laun. What need a man care for a stock 
with a wench, when she can knit him a 
stock. 

Speed. ‘ Item : She can wash and scour.’ 

Laun. A special virtue ; for then she 
need not be wash’d and scour’d. 3'*.'' 

Speed. ‘ Item : She can spin.’ 

Lann. Then may 1 set the world on 
wlicels, when she can spin for her living. 

Speed. * Item : She hath many nameless 
virtues.’ 

Laun. That’s as much as to say ‘ bastard 
virtues ’ ; that indeed know not their 
fathers, and therefore have no names. :u:: 

Speed. ‘ Here follow her vices.’ 

Laun. Close at the heels of her virtues. 

Speed. ‘ Item : She is not to be kiss'd 
fasting, in respect of her breath.’ 31 <> 

Laun. Well, that fault may be mended 
with a breakfast. Read on. 

Speed. ‘ Item : She hath a sweet mouth.’ 

J.aun. That makes amends for her sour 
breath, 3^0 

Speed, * Item: She doth talk in her 
sleep.’ 

Laun, It’s no matter for that, so she 
sleep not in her talk. 3-3 

Speed, ‘ Item : She is slow in words.’ j 

Laun, O villain, that set this down! 
among her vices ! To be slow in words is a I 
woman’s only virtue. I pray thee, outi 
with’t; and place it for her chief virtue. 

4 * 


speed. * Item : She is proud.' 

Laun. Out with that too ; it was Eve’vS 
legacy, and cannot be ta’en from her, 33<^ 
Speed. ‘ Item : She hath no teeth.' 
Laun. I care not for that neither, because 
1 love crusts. 

Speed. ‘ Item : She is curst,' 

Laun. Well, the best is, she hath no teeth 
to bite. 335 

Speed. ‘ Item : She will often praise her 
liquor.’ 

Laun. If her liquor be good, she shall; 
if she will not, I will; for good things 
should be praised. 

Speed. ' Item : She is too liberal.' 33<) 
Laun. Of her tongue she cannot, for that's 
writ down she is slow of; of her purse she 
shall not, for that ITi keep shut. Now ot 
aiiolher thing she may, and that cannot 1 
help. Well, proceed. .u 

Speed. ‘ Item : Slie hath more hair than 
wit, and more faults than hairs, and more 
wealth than faults.’ >,13 

Laun. Stop there ; I’ll have her ; she 
was mine, and not mine, twice or thrice in 
that last article. RehCArse that once more. 

Speed. ‘ Item : She hath more hair than 
wit ’— .111) 

Laun. More hair than wit. It may be ; 
I’ll prove it : the cover of the salt hides tiie 
salt, and therelorc it is more than the salt ; 
the hair tiiat covers the wit is more tlkau 
the wit, for the greater hides the less. What's 
next/ 3)1 

Speed. ‘ And more faults than hairs ’— 
Laun. That’s monstrous. O that that 
were out I 333 

Speed. ‘ And more wealth than faults,' 
Laun. Why, that word makes the faults 
gracious. Weil, ITl have her; an if it be a 
match, as nothing is impossible— 

Speed. What then / 3 « 

Laun. Why', then will I tell thee—that 
Ihy master stays for thee at the Northgate, 
Speed. For me ? 

Laun. For thee ! ay, w'ho art thou ? lie 
hath stay’d lor a better man than thee. 
Speed. And must I go to him ? 3'><> 

Laun. Thou must run to him, for thou 
hast stay’d so long that going will scarce 
serve the turn. :/>« 

Speed. Why didst not tell me sooner ? 
Pox of your love letters ! [Fxh. 

Laun. Now will he be swing’d for reading 
my letter. An unmannerly slave that will 
thrust himself into secrets 1 I’ll after, to 
rejoice in the boy’s correction. IHxiL 

Scene II. Milan. The Duke's palace. 
Enter Duke and Thurio. 

Duke. Sir T’hurio, fear not but that she 
will love you 

Now Valentine is banish’d from her sight. 
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Thu. Since his exile she hath despis’d m; 
most, 

Forsworn my company and rail’d at me, 

'J hat I am desperate of obtaining her. 

Duke, This weak impress of love is as ; 
figure 

Trenched in ice, which with an hour’s heat 
Dissolves to water and doth lose his form 
A little time will melt her frozen thoughts 
And worthless V'alcntine shall be forgot, 

Ujfter I'KOTi-us. 

How now, Sir Proteus I Is your country¬ 
man, 

According to our proclamation, gone ? 

Pro, (kv\c, my good lord. 

Duke. My daughlcr takes his goinj^ 
grievously. 

Pro. A little time, iny lord, will kill that 
grief. 

Duke. So I believe ; l.iit Thurio thinks 
not so. 

Proteus, tlur good conceit 1 hold of thee— 
For thou hast shown some sign of good 
desert— 

l^Jakes me the better to confer vvitli thee. 

Pro. longer than 1 prove loyal to your 
Grace 

Let me not live to look upon your Grace. 

Duke. Thou know’st how willingly I 
would effect 

'Ihe matcfi between Sir Thurio and my 
daughter. 

Pro. I do, my lord. 

Duke. And also, I think, thou art not 
ignorant .5 

How she opposes her against my will. 

Pro. She did, my lord, when Valentine 
was here. 

Duke. Ay, and percerscly she persevers 
so. 

What might we do to make the girl forget 
"J he love of Valentine, and kn e Sir Thurio ? 

Pro. The best way is to slander Valentine 
With falsehood, cowardice, and poor 
descent— .p 

Three things that women highly hold in 
hate. 

Duke. Ay, but she'll think that it is spoke 
in hate. 

Pro. Ay, if his enemy deliver it ; cs 
Ilierefore it must with circumstance be 
spoken 

By one whom she esteemeth as liis friend. 

Duke. Then you must undertake to 
slander him. 

Pro. And that, my lord, I shall be loath 
to do ; 

*Tis an ill ofHce for a gentleman, 

Especially against his very friend. 

Duke. Where your good word cannot 
advantage him. 

Your slander never can endamage him; 
Therefore the office is indifferent, 


Being entreated to it by your friend. 45 
Pro. You have prevail’d, my lord; if I 
can do it 

By aught that I can speak in his dispraise. 
She shall not long continue love to him. 
But say this weed her love from Valentine, 
It follows not that she will love Sir Thurio. 
Thu. Therefore, as you unwind her love 
from him, si 

Lest it should ravel and be good to none. 
You must provide to bottom it on me ; 
Which must be done by praising me as 
much _ 

As you in worth dispraise Sir Valentine, rg 
Duke. And, Proteus, wc dare trust you in 
this kind, 

Because we know, on Valentine’s report, 
You are already Love's firm votary 
And cannot soon revolt and change your 
mind. 50 

Upon tliL warrant shall you have access 
Where you with 8 il\ ia may confer at la ge 
For she is Kiinpish, heavv, mcKinviioly, 
And, for your friemd's sake, will ])c glad of 
you— 

Where you may temper her by your 
persuasion 

l‘o hate young Valentine and love my 
fi lend. Oil 

Pro. As much as I can do I will effect. 
But you, Sir Thurio, are not sharp enough ; 
You must lay lime to tanf>;le her desires 
By wailful sonnets, whose composed 
rhymes 

Should be full-fraiight with serviceable 

'S'OWS. 70 

Duke. Ay, 

Much is the force of heaven-bred poesy, 
ih'o. Say that upon the altar of her 
beauty 

You sacrifice your tearsS, your sighs, your 
heart; 

Write till your ink be dry, and with your 
tears rg 

Moist it again, and frame some feeling 
line 

That may discover such integrity; 

For Orpheus’ lute was strung with poets* 
sinews. 

Whose golden touch could soften steel and 
stones. 

Make tigers tame, and huge leviathans 80 
Forsake unsounded deeps to dance on sands. 
After your di re-la men ting elegies. 

Visit by night your lady’s chamber window 
With some sweet consort; to their instru¬ 
ments 

Tune a deploring dump—the night’s dead 
silence 85 

Will well become such sweet-complaining 
grievance. 

This, or else nothing, will inherit her, 

Duke. This discipline shows thou hast 
been in love. 
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Thti. And thy advice this night I’ll put in 
practice; 

Therefore, sweet Proteus, my direction- 
giver, 

Let us into the city presently 
To sort some gentlemen well skill’d in 
music. 

I have a .sonnet that will serve the turn 
To give the onset to tiiy good advice. 
Duke. About it, gentlemen ! os 

Pro. We’ll wait upon your Grace till after 
supper, 

And afterward determine our proceedings. 
Duke. Even now about it! 1 will pardon 
you. llivemit. 

ACT FOUR 

Scene 1. The frontiers of Mantua. A forest, 
h'ntcr certain Outlaws, 

1 Out. Fellows, stand fast ; I see a 

passenger. 

2 Out. If there he ten, shrink not, but 

down with ’em. 

Enter Valentine and Speed. 

3 Out. Stand, sir, and throw us that you 

have about ye; 

If not, wc’ll make you sit, and ritle you. 
Speed. Sir, we are undone ; these are the 
villains 5 

That all the (javellers do fear so much. 
VaJ, My friends— 

1 Out. That’.s not so, sir; we are your 

enemies. 

2 Out. Peace 1 we’ll hear him. 

3 Out. Ay, by my beard, will w'c; for he 

is a proper man. i) 

Vat. d hen know that I have little wealth 
to lose ; 

A man I am cross’d with adversity ; 

My riches are these poor habiliments. 

Of which if you should here disfurnish me, 
You take tlic sum and substance that 1 
have. 

2 Out. Whither travel you ? 

Val. To Verona. 

1 Out. Whence came you ? 

Val. From Milan. ig 

3 Out. Have you long sojourn’d there ? 
Val. Some sixteen months, and longer 

might have stay’d, 

If crooked toitunc had not thwarted me. 

1 Out. What, were you banish’d thence ? 
Val. 1 w\is. 

2 Out. For what offence ? 25 

Val For that which now torments me to 

rehearse: 

1 kill’d a man, whose death 1 much repent; 
But yet I slew him manfully in light. 
Without false vantage or base treachery. 

1 Om<. Why, ne’er repent it, if it were 
done so. 30 


But were you banish’d for so small a fault ? 
Val. I was, and held me glad of sucli a 
doom. 

2 Out. Have you the tongues ? 

Val. My youthful travel therein made me 
happy, 

Or else I often had been miserable. 35 

3 Out. By the bare scalp of Robin Hood’s 

fat friar, 

This fellow Avere a king for our wild faction I 

1 Out. We’ll have him. Sirs, a word. 
Speed. Master, be one of them ; it *s an 

lionourable kind of thievery. 4^* 

Val. Peace, villain ! 

2 Oul. Tell us this : have you anything 
to take to ? 

Val. Nothing but my fortune. 

3 Old. Know, then, that scvme of us are 

gentlemen, 

Such as the fury of imgovern’d youth 15 
'riirust from the company of awful men ; 
Myself was from Verona banished 
For practising to steal away a lady, 

An heir, and near allied unto the Duke. 

2 Out. And 1 from Mantua, for a gentle¬ 
man 50 

Who, in my mood, 1 stabb’d unto the heart. 

1 Out. And 1 for such-like petty crimes 

as these. 

But to the purpose—for wc cite our faults 
That they may hold excus’d our lawless 
lives ; 

And, partly, seeing you are beautified ss 
With goodly shape, and by your own report 
A linguist, and a man of such perfection 
As we do ill our c|uaiity much want— 

2 Out. Indeed, because you arc a banish’d 

man, 

Therefore, above the rest, we parley to 
you. 

Arc you content to be our general— 

To make a virtue of necessity, 

And live as we do in this wilderness ? 

3 Out. What say’st thou ? Wilt thou be 

of our consort ? 

Say ‘ ay ’ and be the captain of us all. ' 
We’ll do thee homage, and be rul’d by 
thee, 

Love thee as our commander and our king. 

1 Out. But if thou scorn our courtesy 

thou diest. 

2 Out. 'fhoii Shalt not live to brag what 

we have otTer’d, 

VaZ. 1 take your offer, and will live with 
you, 70 

Provided that you do no outrages 
On silly women or poor passengers. 

3 Out. No, we detest such vile base 

practices. 

Come, go with us; we’ll b:ing thee to our 
crews, 74 

And show thee all the treasure we have got; 
Which, with ourselves, all rest at thy 
dispose. [Exeunt.; 
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Scene 11 . Milan. Outside the Duke*s 
palacef under Silvia*s window. 

Enter Proteus. 

Pro. Already have I been false to Valen¬ 
tine, 

And now 1 must be as unjust to Thurio. 
Under the colour of commending him 
I have access my own love to prefe;-; 

But Silvia is too fair, too true, too holv, ■ 
To be corrupted with my worthless gifts. 
When I protest true loyalty to her. 

She twits me with my falsehood to my 
friend ; 

When to her beauty I commend my vow-s, 
She bids me think how 1 have been forsworn 
In breaking faith with Julia whom 1 lov’d ; 
Ami notwithstanding all her sudden quips, 
Tiie least whereof would quell a lover’s 
hope, 

Yet, spaniel-like, the more she spurns my 
love 14 

The more it grows and fawneth on her still. 

Enter Thurio and Musicians. 

But here comes Thurio. Now must we to 
her window, 

And give some evening music to her ear. 

7 fill. How now% Sir Proteus, are you crept 
before us ? 

Pro. Ay, gentle Thurio ; for you know 
that love 

Will creep in service where it cannot go. 20 
Thu. Ay, but 1 hope, sir, that you love 
not here. 

Pro, Sir, but I do ; or else I would be 
hence. 

Tim. Who ? Silvia ? 

Pro. Ay, Silvia—for your sake. 

Thu, 1 thank you for your own. Now, 
gentlemen, 

Let’s tune, and to it lustily awhile. 23 

Enter at a distance, Host, and Julia in 
boy*s clothes. 

Host. Now, my young guest, methinks 
you’re allycholly ; 1 pray you, why is it ? 

JuL Marry, mine host, because I cannot 
be merry. 

Host. Come, we’ll have you merry; lil 
bring you where you shall hear music, and 
see the gentleman that you ask’d for. 51 
JuL But shall 1 h''ar him speak ? 

Host. Ay, that you shall. [Music plays. 
JuL That will be music. 

Host. Hark, hark ! 33 

JuL Is he among ^hese ? 

J losi. Ay ; but peace ! let’s hear ’em. 

Song, 

Who is Silvia ? What is she. 

That all our swains commend her ? 


Holy, fair, and wise is she; 

The heaven such grace did lend 
her, 

That she might admired be. 

Is she kind as she is fair ? 

I"or beauty lives with kindness. 

Love doth to her eyes repair, 45 

To help him of his blindness ; 

And, being help’d, inhabits there. 

Then to Silvia let us sing 
That Silvia is excelling ; 

She excels each mortal thing 3'> 

Upon the dull earth dwelling. 

To her let us garlands bring. 

Host. How now, are you sadder than you 
were before? How do you, man? Ihe 
music likes you not. 

JuL You mistake ; the musician likes me 
not. 3:> 

Host. Why, my pretty yoiith ? 

JuL He plays false, father. 

Host. How, out of tunc on the strings ? 

JuL Not so ; but yet so false that he 
grieves my very heart-strings. <>o 

Host. Y'ou have a quick ear. 

JuL Ay, I would I were deaf; it makes 
me have a slow heart. 

Host. I perceive you delight not in music. 

JuL Not a whit, when it jars so. 03 

Host. Hark, wdiat fine change is in the 
music I 

JuL Ay, that change is tlu‘. spite. 

Host. You would have thcTn always play 
but one thing ? 

JuL I would always ha\ e one play but 
one thing. 

But, Host, doth this Sir Proteus, that we 
talk on, 70 

Often resort unto this gentlewoman ? 

Host. I tell you what Launce, his man, 
told me: he lov’d her out of all nick. 

Jul. Where is Launce ? 74 

Host. Gone to seek his dog, which to¬ 
morrow, by his master's command, he must 
carry for a present to his lady. 

Jul. Peace, stand aside; the company 
parts. 

Pro. Sir Thurio, fear not you ; I will so 
plead 7S 

That you shall say my cunning drift excels. 

Thu. Where meet we ? 

Pro. At Saint Gregory’s well. 

Thu. Farewell. 

[Exeunt Thurio and Musicians. 

Enter Silvia above, at her window. 

Pro. Madam, good ev’n to your ladyship. 

SiL 1 thank you for your music, gentle¬ 
men. 

Who is that that spake ? 

Pro, One, lady, if you knew his pure 
heart’s truth. 
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You would quickly learn to know him by 
his voice. ^5 

SiL Sir Proteus, as I take it. 

Pro. Sir Proteus, gentle lady, and your 
servant. 

SiL What's your will ? 

Pro, That I may compass yours. 

SiL You have your wish ; my will is even 
this, 

prescidly you hie yon home <0 bed. of> 
'i hv/U su-btiC, perjur’d, false, disloyal man, 
"i U'nk’st thxou 1 am sSO shallow, so con- 
ccitiess, 

7*0 be seduced by thy flattery <).i 

'Ihat hast deceiv’d so many with thy vows ? 
lU'tuni, return, and make tliy love amen dr. 
For me, by this pale qivocn. of night 1 swear, 

1 am so far from granting tby request 
That 1 despise thee for thy wrongful suit. 
And by and by intend to chicle myself 
Even for this time 1 spend in talking to 
thee. I ' 

Pro. I grant, sweet love, that I did love a 
lady ; 

Put she is dead. 

JuL [Asidel ’Twere false, if I shojild 
speak it; 

For 1 am sure she is not buried. 

vSih Say that she be ; yet Valentine, thy 
friend, 

Survives, to whom, thyself art witness, 1 .-s 
1 am betroth’d ; and art thou not .asham'cl 
To wrong him with thy importunacy ? 

Pro. 1 likewise hear that Valentine is 
dead. 

Sil. And so suppose am I *. for in his grave 
Assure thyself my love is buried. 

Pro. Sweet lady, let me rake it from tbc 
earth. 

Sil. Co to thy lady's grave, and call hero, 
thence; I 

Or, at the least, in hers sepulchre thine. I 
Jtd. [Aside! Me lieard not tiiat. it-i 
Pro. Madam, if your 1 h art be so obdurate, 
Vouchsafe me yet your picture for my love, 
7 'he picture that is hanging in your 
chamber; 

To that I’ll speak, to that I'll sigh and weep; 
For, since the substance of your perfect self 
Is else devoted, 1 am but a shadow ; ii-- 
And to your shadow' will 1 make true love. 
JuL [Aside] If 'twere a substance, you 
would, sure, deceive it 
And make it but a shadow, as 1 am. 

Sil. I am very loath to be your idol, sir ; 
But since your falsehood shall become you 
w’ell 

To worship shadows and adore false shapes, 
Send to me in the morning, and I’ll send it; 
And so, good rest. 

Pro, As wretches have o’ernight 

That wait for execution in the morn. 

[Exemd Proteus and Silvia. 
JuL Host, will you go ? ijo 
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Host. By my halidom, I w^as fast asleep. 
J74L Pray you, where lies Sir Proteus ? 
Host. Marry, at my house. IFust me, 1 
think 'tis almost day. 

JuL Not so; but it hath been tlie longest 
night Mi 

That e’er I watch'd, and the most heaviest. 

[Exeunt. 

ScKNi: 111. Under Silvia*s window. 
Enter EdLAMOvn. 

E:;l. This is the hour that Madam Silvia 
Fnticated me to cal! and know her mind 
There’s some great matter she’d employ me 
in. 

Madam, madam! 

Enter Sn.viA above, at her window. 

Sil. Who calls ? 

Fgl. Your servant and your friend ; 
One that attends your ladyship's command. 
Sil. Sir P'glarnour, a thousand times good 
morrow! 

Eg/. As many, worthy lady, to >our .elf! 
According fo your lady‘chip’s impose, 

1 am tiuis early come lo linovv what j-ervice 
it is your pleasure to command me in. i - 

Sil. O Lglamoiir, thou art a gentleman. 

Think not 1 Hatter, for 1 sw'ear I do not - 
\'aliant, w ise, remorseful, well accomplish’d. 
Tliou art not ignorant what dear good W'iil 
I hear unto the bjMish’d Valentine ; i.> 

Nor lio\v my father would cnF^rce me marry 
Vain T’hurio, whom my very soul a'nhors. 
Thyself liasl lov’d; and I have hc*ird thee say 
No grief did ever come so near thy heart 
As when thy lady and thy true love died, . ' 
Upon whoso grave thou vow’dst pure 
chastity. 

Sir Hglamour, I would to Valentine, 

I'o Mantua, where 1 hear he makes abode ; 
And, for the w^ays are dangerous to pass, 

1 do desire thy worthy comnany, 25 

Upon w'hosc faith and honour I repose. 
Urge not my father’s anger, I'^glamour, 

But think upon my grief, a lady’s grief. 
And on the justice of nry flying hence 
To keep me from a most imliuly match, 
Which heaven and fortune still rewards 
with plagues. 31 

I do desire thee, even from a heart 
As full of sorrows as the sea of sands, 

To bear me company and go with me ; 

If not, to hide what 1 have said to thee, 35 
That I may venture to depart alone, 

EgL Madam, I pity much your griev¬ 
ances ; 

Which since I know they virtuously art 
plac’d, 

I give consent to go along with you, 
Recking as little what betideth me 40 
As much 1 wish all good befortunc you. 
When will you go ? 
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Sil. This evening coming. 

E^L Where shall I meet you ? 

Sil At Friar Patrick’s cell. 

Where 1 intend holy confession, 

Ef:!. I will not fail your ladyship. Good 
morrow, gentle lady. ' 

Sil, Good morrow, kind Sir Eglamour. 

lExeuw/. I 

ScBNH TV. Under Silvia's windotv, 
Enier Launch, with his 

/ ai'n. Vvdien a man’s servant shall play 
the cur with him, look you, it goes hard--* 
one that I brought up of a puppy ; on.* 
that I sav'd from drowming, when three or 
four of his blind brothers and sisters went 
to it. I have taught him, even as one would 
say precisely ^ 1 hus 1 would teach a dog 
1 was sent to deliver him as a present to 
t.listress Silvia from my master: and T 
came no sooner into the dinitug-chansbei 
hut he steps me to her trencher and steals 
iier capon’s leg. O, ’tis a foul tiling when a 
cur cannot keep himself in all comr'ianics \ 

1 would have, as one .should say, one that 
takes upon him to be a dog indeed, to be. 
as it were, a dog at all things. If I had not 
had n\orc wit than be, to take a fault upon 
me that he did, I think verily he had l^ecn 
harcr’d for’t; sure as I live, ho hatl sulTer’r! 
for’t. You shall judge. >U* thrusts me 
himself into the company of t’nrce or four 
gentlcman-like dogs under the Duke’s table; 
he !iad not been there, bless the mark, ; 
pissing while Init all the chamber smeii 
iiim. ' Out with the dog ’ says one ; ‘What 
cur is that t ’ says another; ‘ Whip him 
out’ says the third ; ‘ Hang him up’ says 
the Duke. I, having been acspiainted wit.h 
ilu* smell before, knew it was Crab, aiui 
goes me to the felknv that whips the dogs, 

‘ Friend,’ ipioth 1 ‘ you mean to whip th;* 
dog.’ ‘ Ay, marry do I ’ quoth he. ‘ You do 
liim the more wrong;' cpioth I. ' ’twas 1 
did the thing you wot of.’ He makes me 
no more ado, but whips me out of the 
chamber. How many masters would do 
this for his servant ? Nay, I’ll be sworn, 

I have sat in the stocks for puddings he 
hath stol’n, otherwise he had been executed; 

1 have stood on the pillory for geese he hath 
kill’d, otherwise he had sulTei 'd for’t. Thou 
think’st not of this now. Nay, I remember 
the trick you serv’d me when I took my 
leave of Madam Silvia. Did not 1 bid thee 
still mark me and do as 1 do ? When didst 
thou see me heave up my leg and make 
water against a gentlewoman’s farthingale? 
Didst thou ever see me do such a trick ? 3 »' 

Enter Protcus ami Julia in boy's clothes. 

Pro. Sebastian is thy name ? 1 like thee 
well. 


And will employ thee in some service 
presently. 

JuL In what you please; I’ll do wliat I 
can. 

Pro. I hope thou wait. l7o Laznue] How 
now, you whoreson peasant I -lo 
Where have you been these two days 
loitering ? 

Latin. Marry, sir, I carried Mistress Si!\ ia 
the dog you bade me. 

Pro. And what says she to my little 
jewel ? 11 

Latin, Marry, she says your dog was a 
cur, and tells you currish thanks is good 
enough for such a present. 

Pro. But she receiv’d n\y dog ? 

Laun, No, indeed, did she not ; here have 
I brought him back again. 

Pro. What, didst thou offer her this from 
me ? S ' 

Laun, Ay, sir; the other squirrel w%<s 
stol’n from me l)y the hangmiin’s fjoys in 
the market-place; and then I offer’d her 
mine own, w'hv> is a dog as big as ten of 
vours, and therefore the gift the greater. 
Pro. Go, get thee hence and find my dog 
again, 

Or ne’er return again into my sight. 

Away, I say. Stayest thou to vex me here ? 

I Exit Lannce. 

A s ave that still an end turns me to sh.uu:.' ! 
Sebastian, I have entertained thee, 

Partly that 1 have need of sucl) a yofith <>'» 
That can with some di.screlion do my 
business, 

For ’tis lio trusting to vond foolish lout, 
But chiefly for thy face and thy behaviour, 
Which, if my augury d'''et*ivc me not, 
Witness good bringing up, fortune, and 
truth; '^5 

Iherefore, know thou, for this I entertain 
thee. 

Go presently, and take this ring with thee, 
I>eh\ er it to Madam Silvia— 

She Iciv’d me well iieli\ cr’d it to me. 

JuL It .seems you lov’d not her, to leave 
her token. yo 

She is dead, belike ? 

Pro. Not so ; I think she lives. 

JuL Alas I 

Pro. Why dost thou cry ‘ Alas ' ? 

JuL I cannot choose 

But pity her. 

Pro. Wherefore shouldst thou pity her ? 
JuL Because methinks that she lov’d 
you as well 75 

As you do love your lady Silvia. 

She dreams on him that has forgot her love: 
You dote on her that cares nor for your 
love. 

‘Tis pity love should be so contrary ; 

And thinking on it makes me cry * Alas I * 
Pro. Well, give her that ring, and there¬ 
withal til 
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This letter. That’s her chamber. Tell my 
lady 

I claim the promise for her heavenly 
picture. 

Your messa^;e done, hie home unto my 
chamber, h i 

Whef 2 thou shalt find me sad and solitary. 

[Exit ProicMS. 

Jul, How many women would do such a 
rncssai>e ? 

Alas, poor Proteus, thou hast entertain’d 
A fox to be the shepherd of thy lambs. 
Alas, poor fool, why do I pity him 
'1 hat with his very heart despiseth me ? qc 
B ecause he loves her, he despiseth me ; 
Because 1 love him, 1 must pity him. 

This ring I gave him, when he parted from 
mo, 

To bind him to remember mv good will; 
And now am 1, unhappy messenger, 

To plead for that which 1 would not 
obtain. 

To carry that wdiich 1 would have refus’d. 
To praise his faith, w'hich I would have 
disprais’d. 

1 am my master’s true confirmed love. 

But cannot be true servant to my master 
Unless I prove false traitor to myself. »•*; 
Yet will 1 woo for him, but yet so coldly 
As, heaven it knows, I would not have him 
speed. 

Enter Silvia, attended. 

Gentlewoman, good day I I pray you be 
my mean 

To bring me where to speak with Madam 
Silvia. i <>5 

Sil. What would you with her, if that 1 
be she ? 

Jul. If you he she, I do entreat your 
patience 

To hear me speak the message I am sent on. 

Sit. From whom ? 

Jul. From my master, Sir Proteus, 
madam. m- 

Sil. O, he sends you for a picture ? 

Jul. Ay, madam, 

Sil. Ursula, bring my picture there. 

Go, give your master this. Tell him from 
me. 

One Julia, that his changing thoughts 
forget, 

Would better fit his chamber than this 
shadow. 

Jul. Madam, p’casc you peruse this letter. 
Pardon me, madam ; 1 have unadvis’d 
Deliver’d you a paper that 1 should not. 
This is the letter to your ladyship. 

Sil. I pray thee let me look on that again. 

Jul. It may not be; good madam, par¬ 
don me. 

Sil. 7 here, hold ! 

I will not look upon your master's lines. 

I know they arc stuff’d with protestations, 
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And full of new-found oaths, wh\h he will 
break i-f’ 

As easily as I do tear his paper. 

Jul. Madam, he sends your ladyship this 
ring. 

Sil. The more shame for him that he 
sends it me; 

For 1 have heard him say a thousand times 
Mis Julia ga\ e it him at his departure. 
Though his false finger have profan’d the 
ring. 

Mine shall not do his Julia so much wrong. 

Jul. She thanks you. 

Sil. What say’st thou ? 

Jul. 1 thank you, madam, that you tender 
her. 

Poor geiitltwvoman, my master wrongs her 
much. 

Sil. Dost thou know her ? 

Jul. .Almost as w'ell as T do know myself. 
To think upon her woes, I do protest n - 
That I have wept a hundred several times. 

Sil. Belike she thinks that Proteus hath 
forsook her. 

Jul. 1 think she doth, and that's her 
cause of sorrow. 

Sih Is slue not passing fair ? 

Jul. She hath been fairer, madam, than 
she is. 

When she did think my master lov’d her 
well, 

She, in my judgment, was as fair as you ; 
But since she did neglect her looking-glass 
And threw her sun-expelling mask away. 
The air hath starv’d tlie roses in her cheeks 
And pinch’d the lily-tincture of her face, 
That now she is become as black as I. is ? 

Sil. How tall was she ? 

Jul. About my stature ; for at Pentecost, 
W’hen all our pageants of delight were 
play’d, T55 

Our youth got me to play the woman’s 
part, 

And I was trimm'd in Madam Julia’s gown ; 
Which served me as fit, by all men’s judg¬ 
ments, 

As if the garment had been made for me ; 
Therefore 1 know she is about my height. 
And at that time 1 made her weep agood, 
For 1 did play a lamentable part. 

Madam, 'twas Ariadne passioning 
F'cr Theseus’ perjury and unjust flight; 
Which 1 so lively acted with my tears 
That my poor mistress, moved therewithal. 
Wept bitterly ; and would 1 might be deaa 
If 1 in thought felt not her very sorrow. 

Sil, She is beholding to thee, gentle 
youth. 

Alas, poor lady, desolate and left \ 170 

I weep myself, to think upon thy words. 
Here, youth, there is my purse; 1 give thee 
this 

For thy sweet mistress' sake, because thou 
lov'st her* 



Scene 4 ] THE 

Farewell. [Exit Silvia with attendants. 

JuU And she shall thank you for’t, if e’er 
you know her. t 7 s 

A virtuous gentlewoman, mild and beauti¬ 
ful I 

I hope my master’s suit will be but cold, 
Since she respects my mistress' love so 
much. 

Alas, how love can trifle with itself! 

Here is her picture ; let me see. 1 think. 
If I had such a tire, this face of mine 
Were full as lovely as is this of hers ; 

And yet the painter flatter’d her a little, 
Unless 1 flatter with myself too much. 

Her iiair is auburn, mine is perfect yellow ; 
If that be all the diflcrence in his love, j w. 
ril get me such a colour'd periwig. 

Her eyes are grey as glass, and so arc 
mine; 

Ay, but her forehead’s low% and mine’s as 
high. I'v., 

Wiiat should it be that he respects in her 
Hut I can make rcsp(?ctive in myself, 

If this fond Love were not a blinded 
god ? 

Come, shadow, come, and take this shadow 
up, 

For ’tis thy rival. O thou senseless form. 
Thou Shalt be worshipped, kiss’d, lov’d, and 
ador’d ! j .*; 

And were there sense in his idolatry 
My substance should be statue in thy 
stead. 

I’ll use the:' kindly for thy mistress* sake, 
That us’d me so ; or else, by Jove 1 vow, 

1 should have scratch’d out your unseeing 
eyes. 

To make my master out of love with thee. 

I Ex if. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Milan. An abbey. 
Enter Eglamour. 

Egl. The sun begins to gild the western 
sky. 

And now it is about the ver\' hour 
That Silvia at Friar Patrick's cell should 
meet me. 

She will not fail, for lovers break not hours 
Unless it be to come before their time. 

So much they spur their expedition. 

Enter Silvia. 

See where she comes. Lady, a happy 
evening! 

Sil. Amen, amen! Go on, good Egla¬ 
mour, 

Out at the postern by the abbey wall; 

I fear 1 am attended by some spies. k. 

Egl. Fear not. The forest is not three 
leagues off; 

If wc recover that, we are sure enough. 

[Exeunt. 


TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA 

Scene IL Milan. The Duke's palace. 

Enter Titgrio, Proteus, and Julia as 
Sebastian. 

Thu. Sir Proteus, what says Silvia to my 
suit ? 

Pro. O, sir, 1 find her milder than she was; 
And yet she takes exceptions at your per¬ 
son. 

Thif. What, that my leg is too Io?ig ? 
Pro. No ; that it is too little. s 

Thu. I'll wear a boot to make it some- 
w'hat rounder. 

Jul. fA.sftie] But love will not be spurr’d 
to what it loath:s. 

Thu. What says she to my face ? 

Pro. She says It is a fair one. 

Thu. Nay, then, the wanton lies ; my 
face is black. t ) 

Pro. But pearls are fair ; and the old 
saying is: 

Black men are pearls in beauteous ladies’ 
eves. 

Jul. (AsiuVi ' Its true, such pearls as put 
out ladies’ eyes ; 

For T bad rather wink than look on them. 
Thu. How likes site my discourse ? m 
Pro. Til, when you of >var. 

Thu. But well when I discourse of love 
and peace ? 

Jul. jAsidt:! But better, indeed, when you 
hold your peace. 

Thu. What says she to rny valour ? v) 
Pro. O, sir, she makes no doubt of that. 
Jul. [Asidtfl She needs not, when she 
knows it cowardice. 

Thu. What says she to my birth ? 

Pro. That you are well deriv’d. 

Jul. I A.sid('! True ; from a gentleman to 
a fool. 

Thu. Considers she my possessions ? .5 

Pro. O, ay ; and pities them. 

Thu. Wherefore ? 

Jiii. [Asidt’l That such an ass should O’.ve 
them. 

Pro. That they are out by lease. 

Jul. Here comes the Duke. 3 ‘> 

Enter Duke. 

Duke. How now. Sir Proteus ! how now, 
Thurio ! 

Which of you s*aw Sir Eglamour of late ? 
Thu. Not 1. 

Pro. Nor 1. 

Duke. Saw you my daughter ? 

Pro. Neither, 

Duke. Why then, 

She’s fled unto that peasant Valentine; 
And Eglamour is in her company. /> 

*Tis true ; for Friar Lawrence met them 
both 

As he in penance wander’d through the 
forest; 
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Him he knew well, and guess’d that it was 
she, 

But, being mask’d, he was not sure of it; 
Besides, she did intend confession 
At Patrick's cell tliis even ; and there she 
was not. 

These likelihoods confirm her flight from 
hence ; 

Tliereforc, I pray you, stand not to dis¬ 
course, 

But mount you presently, and meet with 
me A 

Upon the rising of the moutitain foot 
That leads toward Mantua, whither the\ 
are fled. 

Dispatch, sweet gentiemen, and follow me. 

[Exii 

Thu. Why, this it is to be a peevish gir v 
That dies her fortune wlien it follows her.' 
I'll after, more to I've rever»g‘d on UglanU';!; ] 
Ihan for the love of reckless Sihia. (hvii.j 
Pro, And 1 will follow, inoie lor Silvia’s' 
love 

Than hate of Eglamour, that goes with her 

Ihxh. 

Jul, And I will follow, more to cross to ? 
love 

Than hale for Silvia, that is gone for lov< 

ILxr 

SciiNii 111. The froniicrs of Manilla, 

J he forenL 

Tfiler Oidiaws ivilli Silvia. 

1 Out, Come, come, 

Be patient ; we iiiiist bring you to on. 
captain. 

SiL A thousand more mischances than 
this one 

Have learn’d me l;ow to brook tl'.S. 
paticiitly. 

2 Out. Come, bring her .away. 

1 Old. Wiiere is tlic gcutienian that wav 

with her ? 

2 Out. Being nimble-footed, he hath oiii- 

run us. 

B it Moyses and Valerius follow him. 

(io thou with her to the west end of tl’iC 
w ood; 

'Ihcre is our captain; we'll follow bin. 

that’s fled. 1 . 

The thicket is beset ; he cannot 'scape. 

1 Out. Come, I must bring you to ou: 
captain’s cave ; 

I car not; he bears an honourable niiiiil. 
And will not use a w'oinan lawlessly. i; 
Sil. O Valentine, this 1 endure for thee! 

[Excunf. 

SciiNE IV. Another part of the forest. 
Enter Valentine. 

Val, How use doth breed a habit in 
man! 


I 'Phis shadowy desert, unfrequented woods, 
I better brook than flourishing peopled 
towns. 

Here can 1 sit alone, unseen of any, 4 
And to the nightingale’s complaining notes 
Tunc my distresses and record my woes. 

O thou that dost inhabit in my breast, 
Leave not the mansitm so long tenanllcss. 
Lest, growing ruinous, the building fall 
And leave no memory of what it was I i'> 
Repair me with thy presence, Silvia ; 

Tliou gentle nymph, cherish thy forlorn 
swain. 

What halloing and what siir is this to-day f 
Phese are my mates, that ma!;e their wills 
tlieir law. 

Have some unhappy passenger in chase. 
Phey love me well ; yet 1 have much to do 
To keep them from iincixil outrages. 
Withdraw thee, Valentine. Who's tins 
comes here [Steps aside. 

Ente: Pkoteus, Silvia, and Julia 

as Sfbasiiau. 

Pro. Madam, this stT\ ice 1 have done for 
you, 

Though you r>spect not aught your servant 
doth, 

lo hazard life, and rescue you from hi n 
That would lia\’e forc’d your honour and 
your love. 

Vouchsafe me, for my meed, but one fair 
io»ok ; 

A smr?ller boon tlnin this I cannot beg, 

And less than this, 1 am sure, you cannot 
gEc. 

Val. [/ishk'j How like a dream is this I 
see and hear! 

Lccc, lend me palience to forbear awhile. 

Sil. O luiseriihlc, unlrappy that 1 am ! 

Pro. Unhafvpy were you, madam, ere I 
came ; 

But by my coming I ha^’e made you happy. 

Sil. By thy approach thou mak'st me 
most uniiuppy. 3 i 

Jul. I Aside] And me, when he approach- 
eth to yuiir presence. 

Sil. Had I been seized by a hungry lion, 

I would have been a breakfast to the beast 
Rather than have false Proteus rescue me, 
O. l eaven be judge how 1 love Valenlinc, 
Whose life’s as tender to me as my soul I 
And full as much, for more there cannot be, 

I do detest false, perjur’d Proteus. 
Therefore be gone ; solicit me no more. 

Pro. W hat dangerous action, stood it next 
to death, 

W otild I not undergo for one calm KK>k ? 

O, ’tis the curse in love, and still approv’d. 
When women cannot love where they’re 
bclov’d! 

Sil. When Proteus cannot love w'hcre he's 
belov’d l 45 

Read over Julia’s heart, thy first best love. 


SO 
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For whose dear sake thou didst then rend | 
thy faitli 

Into u thousand oaths ; and ai! those oaths 
Descended into perjury, to love me. 

1 hou hast no faith left now, unless thou’dst 
two, S.i 

And that’s far worse than none ; better 
have none 

Than plural faith, which is too much by 
one. 

Thou counterfeit to thy true friend ! 

Pro, In love, 

VVt/o respects friend ? 

Sil, All men but Proteus. 

Pro, Nay, if the gentle spirit of moving 
words ss 

C:an no way change you to a milder form, | 
I’ll woo you like a soldier, at arms’ end. 
And love you ’gainst the nature ot love— 
iO«‘ce yo. 

Sil. O lieav en I 

Pro, I’ll torce thee yield to my desire. 

Val. Hufii.tn ! let go that rude uncivil 
touch ; <•' 

Thou friend of an ill fashion ! 

Pro. Valentine! 

Val. d'hou common friend, that’s without 
faith or love— 

For such is a friend now ; treacherous man, 
riiou hast hcjALiird my hopes ; nought but j 
mine eye 

Could have persuaded me. Now 1 dare not 

1 have one frit lul alive: thou wouldst 
di-prove me. 

Who slioidd he trusted, when one’s own 
light liund 

Is perjured to the bosom ? Proteus, 

1 am sonv 1 nuist ncvei trust thee more, 
Hut count the 01 Id a stranger for thy sake. 
The private wound is deepest. C) time 
most accurst! ; ‘ 

’Mongst all foes that a friend should be the 
worst! 

Pro. My shame and guilt confounds me. 
Forgive me, Valentine ; if hearty sorrow 
Be a sufiicient ransom for otTcnce, 7 :\ 

1 tender’t here ; I do as truly siUfcr 
As e’er I did commit. 

Val. Then I am paid ; 

And once again 1 do receive thee honest. 
Who by repentance is not satisfied 
Is nor of heaven nor earth, for these arc 
pleas'd; 

By penitence th’ Eternal's wrath’s ap¬ 
peas’d. 

And, that my love may appear plain and 
free. 

All that was mine in Silvia I give thee. 

Jul. O me unhappy I [Swoons. 

Pro. Look to the boy. 

Val. Why, boy ! why, wag I how now I 
What’s the matter ? Look up ; speak. 

JuL O good sir, my master charg’d me 


to deliver a ring to Madam Silvia, which, 
out of my neglect, was never done. 90 
Pro. Where is that ring, boy ? 

Jnl. Here 'tis ; this is it. 

Pro. How! let me sec. Why, this is the 
ring 1 gave to Julia. 

JuL O, cry you mercy, sir, I have mis¬ 
took ; 

This is the ring you sent to Silvia. 9 ? 

Pro. But how cam’st thou by this ring ? 
At my depart I gave this unto Julia. 

JuL And Julia herself tlid give it me ; 
And Julia herself have brought it hither. 
Pro. Iloyv I Julia! 10 .> 

Jitl. Behold iier that gave aim to all thy 
oaths, 

And entertaiu’d ’em deeply in her heart. 
How oft hast thou with perjury cleft the 
root I HM 

O Proteus, let this habit make thee blush ! 
Be thou asham’d that 1 have took upon 
me 

Such an immodest raiment—if shame live 
In a disguise of love. 

It is the lesser blot, modesty finds. 

Women to cl^nnge their shapes than men 
their miiuis. 

Pro. i ban men their minds ! 'tis true. C) 
heaven, were man nf' 

But constant, lie were perfect! That one 
error 

bills him with faults; makes him run 
through all th’ sins : 

Inconstaticy falls olf ere it begins. 

V’hat is in Silvia’s face but 1 may spy 111 
More fresh in Julia’s with a constant eye ? 

\ u?. Come, cori’ie, a hand from cither. 
Let me be l>lest to make tiiis Iiappv close ; 
*T were pity two such friends should oe long 
foes. 

Pro. Bear witness, heaven, 1 iiave my 
wish for ccer. 

JuL And 1 mine. 1^0 

Pnter Chdlavvs, ivith Duke and 
I nuiuo. 

Out. A pri.’:e, a prize, a prize! 

Val. lH>r!K*ar, forI>ear, 1 say ; it is my 
lord the Duke. 

Your Grace is welcome to a man disgrac’d. 
Banished VakMitine. 

Duke. Sir Valentine I t.M 

Thu. Yonder is Silvia ; and Silvia’s mine, 
VaL Thurio, give back, or else embrace 
thy death ; 

Come not within the measure of my wTath ; 
Do not name Silvia thine ; if once again, 
Verona shall not hold thee. Here she stands 
Take but possession of her with a touch— 
1 dare thee but to breathe upon my love. 

Thu. Sir Valentine, 1 care not for her, 1; 
I hold him but a fix)l that will endanger 
His body for a girl that loves him not. 134 
1 claim her not, and therefore she is thine. 

s» 
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Duke. The more degenerate and base art 
thou ’3^' 

To make such means for her as thou hast 
done 

And leave her on such slight conditions. 
Now, by the honour of my ancestry, 

I do applaud thy spirit, Valentine, no 
And tliink thee worthy of an empress’ 
Jove. 

Know then, 1 here forget all former griefs, 
Cancel all grudge, repeal thee home again, 
Plead a new state in thy unrivall’d merit, 
To which 1 thus subscribe : Sir Valentine, 
Thou art a gentleman, and well deriv’d ; 
Take thou thy Silvia, for thou hast deserv’d 
her . 

Val. 1 thank your Grace ; the gift hath 
made me happy. 

1 now beseech you, for your daughter’s sake. 
To grant one boon that 1 shall ask of you. 

Duke. 1 grant it for thine own, whate’er 
it be, 151 

Val These banish’d men, that I have 
kept withal, 

Are men endu’d with worthy qualities ; 
Forgive them what they have committed 
here, 

And let them be recall’d from their exile: 


They are reformed, civil, full of good, i 5 <* 

And fit for great employment, worthy lord. 

Duke. Thou hast prevail’d ; 1 pardon 

them and thee; 

Dispose of them as thou know'st their 
deserts. 

Come, let us go ; we will include all jars if>(> 

With triumphs, mirth, and rare solemnity. 

Val And, as we walk along, 1 dare be 
bold 

With our discourse to make your Grace to 
smile. 

What think you of this page, my lord ? 

Duke. I think the boy hath grace in him ; 
he blushes. 

Val I warrant you, my lord—more grace 
than boy. 

Duke. What mean you by that saying ? 

Val Please you, Pll tell you as we pass 
along, 

That you will wonder what hath fortuned. 

Come, Proteus, ’tis your penance but to 
hear, 170 

The story of your loves discovered. 

That done, our day of marriage shall be 
yours; 

One feast, one house, one mutual happiness’. 

IHxeunt. 


5* 
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DRAMAliS PERSON.^ 


Sir John Falstaff. 

Fenton, a young gentleman. 

Shallow, a country jus!ice. 

SlI'NDER, cousin to Shallow, 

P vrE* } genIZemen of Windsor. 

William Pace, a boy, sou to Page, 
Sir Hltoh Evans, a Welsh parson. 
Doctor Caiijs, a French physician. 
Host of the Garter Inn. 

Baroolfh, \ 

Pistol, followers of Falstaff. 
Nym, J 

The Scene : WTi 


Robin, t*age to Falstaff. 

Simple, serrant to Slender. 

Rugby, seriant to Doctor Cains. 

Mis vuess Ford. 

Misiress Page. 

Mistress Anne Pace, her daughter. 
Mistri:ss Qthckly, sertani to Doctor Caius, 

Servants to Page, Ford, &"c. 


’, and the neighhoiirhood. 


ACT ONE 

ScEis’H I, Windsor. Before Page's house. 

Enter Justice Shallow, Slender and 
Sir Hugh Evans. 

Shal. Sir persuade me not; I will 

make a Star Chamber matter of it; if he 
were twenty Sir John FalstafFs, he shall not 
abuse Robert Shallow, esqtiirc, 

Slen. In the county of Gloucester, Justice 
of Peace, and Coram. 

Shell. Ay, cousin Slender, and Custa- 
loriim. 

Slen. Ay, and Ratolorum too ; and a 
jrentleman born, Master Parson, v/ho writes 
himself ' Armisero ’ in any bill, warrant, 
quittance, or obligation—‘ Armigero ’. 

Shal. Ay, that 1 do ; and have done any 
time these three hundred years. 

Skn. All his successors, gone before him, 
hath done't; and all his ancestors, that 
come after him, may ; they may give the 
dozen white luces in their coat. 

Shal. It is an old coat. i; 

Evans. The dozen white louses do become 
an old coat well; it agrees well, passant; 
it is a familiar beast to man, and signiiies 
love. 

Shal. The luce is the fresh fish ; the salt 
fish is an old coat. 

Slen. I may quarter, coz. 

Shal. You may, by marrying. 

Evans. It is marring indeed, if he quarter 
it. 

Shal. Not a whit. -i 

Evans. Yes, pyT lady! If he has a quarter 
of your coat, there is but three skirts for 
yourself, in my simple conjectures; but 
that is all one. If Sir John Falstart have 
committed disparagements unto you, 1 am 


of the church, and will be glad to do my 
l>enevolence, to make atoneineuts and com- 
premiscs between vou. 3 «» 

Shal. T he Council shal) hear it; it is a 
riot. 

Evans. It is not meet the Council hear a 
riot; there is no fear of fiot in a riot; the 
Council, look you, shall desire to bear the 
fear of Got, and not to hear a riot; take 
your vizaments in that. vs 

Shal. Ha! o’ rny life, if I were young 
again, the sword should end it. 

Evans. It is petter that friends Is the 
sword and end it; and there is also an¬ 
other device in my prain, which perad- 
venturc prings goot discretions with it. 
There is Anne Page, which is daughter to 
Master Georg: Page, which is pretty 
virginity. 4^ 

Sim. Mistress Anne Page ? She has 
brown hair, and speaks small like a woman. 

Evans. It is that fery person for all the 
orld, as just as you will desire ; and seven 
hundred pounds of moneys, and gold, and 
silver, is her grandsire upon his dcal:h’s-bed 
—Cot deliver to a joyful resurrections!— 
give, when she is able to overtake seventeen 
years old. It were a goot motion if we 
leave our pribbles and prabhles, and desire 
a marriage between Master Abrabarn and 
Mistress Anne Page. 51 

Shal. Did her grandsire leave her'seven 
hundred pound ? 

Evans. Ay. and her father is make her a 
potter pennv. 

Shal. I know the young gentlewoman; 
she has good gifts, 55 

Evans, vSeven hundred pounds, and 
possibilities, is goot gifts. 

Shal. Well, let us see honest Master Page, 
Is Falstaff there ? 59 

53 
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Evans, Shall 1 tell you a lie ? 1 do despise 
a liar as I do despise one that is false ; or 
as 1 despise one that is not true. The 
knight Sir John is there; and, I beseecli 
you, be ruled by your well-willers. I wil 
pent the door for Master Page. fJFCtiorks] 
What, hoa ! Got pless your house here ! 

Page. [W'idiiu] Who's there ? o; 

Enter Pack. 

Evans, Here is Got’s plessing, and your 
friend, and Justice Shallow; and here 
young Master Slender, that peradventiires 
shall tell you another tale, if matters grow 
to your likings. 

Page. 1 am glad to see your worships well. 
I thank you for my venison, Master Shallow. 

S'hal. Master Page, I am glad to see you ; 
much good do it your good heart! I wish’d 
your venison better ; it wa 5 i ill kill’d. How 
doth good Mistress Page ?—and I tliank 
you always with my heart, la ! with my 
heart. 

Page. Sir, I thank you. 

Shal. Sir, 1 thank you ; by yea and no, 
I do. 

Page. I am glad to see you, good Master 
Slender. 

vS7cn. How does your fallow greyhound, 
sir ? I heard say he was outrun on Cotsall. 

Page. It could not be judg’d, sir. 

S7en. You’ll not confess, you’ll not con¬ 
fess. 

SliaL That he will not. '1 is your fault; 
'tis your fault; ’tis a good dog. 

Page. A cur, sir. 

Shal. Sir, he’s a good dog, and a fair dog. 
Can there be more said ? He is good, and 
lair. Is Sir John Falstatf here ? 

Page. Sir, he is within ; and I would I 
could do a good ofhee betw’een you. 

Plans. It is spoke as a Christians ought 
to speak. y- 

Shal. He hath wrong’d me, Master Page. 

Page. Sir, he doth in some sort confess it. 

Shai. If it he confessed, it is not re¬ 
dressed ; is not that so. Master Page ? He 
hath w'long’d me ; indeed he hath ; at a 
word, he hath, believe me; Robert Shallow, 
esquire, saith he is WTonged. 9 ^> 

Page. Here comes Sir John. 

Enter SiH John Fai.staff, Baudolpu, 
Nym and Pistol. 

Fal. Now, Master Shallow, you’ll com¬ 
plain of me to the King ? 9 «) 

Shal. Knight, yon have beaten my men, 
kill'd my deer, and broke open my lodge. 

Fal. But not kiss’d your keeper’s 
daughter. 

Shal, Tut, a pin I this shall be answer’d. 

EaL I will answer it straight: I have 
done all this. That is now answer’d, 105 

Shal. The Council shall know this. 1 

54 


Fal. *Twere better for you if it were 
known in counsel: you’ll be laugh'd at. 
Evans. Pauca verba, Sir John; goot worts. 
Fal. Good worts! good cabbage! Slender, 
I broke your head ; what matter have you 
against me ? j 11 

Slen. Marry, sir, I have matter in my 
head against you ; and against your cony- 
catching rascals, Bardolph, Nym, and 
Pistol. They carried me to the tavern, and 
made me drunk, and afterward pick'd my 
pocket. 

Bant. You Banbury cheese I 
Slen. Ay, it is no matter. 

Pist. How now, Mephostophilus ! 

Slen, Ay, it is no matter. 

Nym. Slice, I say ! pauca, par»ca ; slice ! 
That's my humour. 1.0 

Slen. Where’s Simple, my man ? Can you 
tell, cousin ? 

Evans, Peace, I pray you. Now let us 
understand. There is three umpires in this 
matter, as I understand : that is, Master 
Page, fidclicct Master Page ; and there is 
myself, fidclicct myself; and the three 
party is, lastly and finally, mine host of the 
Garter. 127 

Page. We three to hear it and end it 
between them. 

Evans. F'ery goot. 1 will make a prief of 
it in my note-book ; and we wall afterwards 
ork upon the cause with as great discreetly 
as we can. 131 

Fal. Pistol! 

Pist. He hears with cars. 

Evans. The tevil and his tarn 1 What 
phrase is this, ' He hears with ear ’ ? Why, 
it is affectations. 135 

Fal. Pistol, did you pick Master Slender’s 
purse ? 

Slen. Ay, by these gloves, did he—or I 
would 1 might never come in mine own 
great chamber again else!—of seven groats 
in mill-sixpences, and two Edward shovel- 
boards that cost me two shilling and two 
pence apiece of Ycad Miller, by these 
gloves. j-ii 

Fal. Is this true, Pistol ? 

Evans. No, it is false, if it is a pick-purse. 
Pist. Ha, thou mountain-foreigner 1 Sir 
John, and iimster mine, 145 

I combat challenge of this latten bilbo. 
Word of denial in thy labras here ! 

Word of denial! Froth and scum, tlioii 
liest. 

Slen. By these gloves, then, 'twas he. 149 
Nym. Be avi.‘,’d, sir, and pass good 
humours; I will say * marry trap ’ with 
you, if you run the nuthook’s humour on 
me ; that B the very note of it. 152 

Slen, By this hat, then, he in the red face 
had it; lor though I cannot remember 
what I did when you made me drunk, yet 
1 am not altogether an ass. 155 
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Scene 1] 


Fal What say you. Scarlet and John ? 

Bard, Why, sir, for my part, I say the 
^p:cntleman liad drunk himself out of his five 
'sentences. 

livans. It is his live senses ; fie, what the 
ignorance is I 

Bard. And being fap, sir, was, as they 
say, cashier’d; and so conclusions pass’d 
the careers, lOi 

S!cn. Ay, you spake in Latin then too; 
but ’tis no matter; I’ll ne’er be drunk 
whilst 1 live again, but in honest, civil, 
godly company, for this trick. If I be 
drunk, i’ll be drunk witli thOsSC that have 
(he fear of God, and not with drunken 
knaves. 

h'vaiis. So Got udge me, that is a virtuous 
mind. 

I'uL You hear all these matters deni’d, 
gentlemen ; you hear it. j'».) 

Fnkr Mi3TRBSS Anni: Pac.e icith u ine ; 
MiSTiiiiSS Ford and Mistress PaiU::, 
folluu'ing. 

Page. Nay, daughter, carr^^ the wine in ; 
we’ll drink within. [Exit Anne Page. 

Slen. O heaven ! this is Mistress Anne 
Page. 

Page. How now, Mistress Ford ! i?.j 

EaL Mistress Ford, by my trotli, you are 
very well met; by your leave, good 
mist ress. | K is$es ha. 

J*ag(\ Wife, bid these gentlemen welcome. 
Come, v.'c have a hot venison pasty to 
dinner; come, gentlemen, 1 hope wc shall 
drink down all unkindness. j;- 

IFxeuul all htd Shallow, Slender, and Ktfans. 

Slcii. I had rather than forty shillings I 
had my Book of Songs and Soiiiiots here. 

Euler SiMT'LE. 

How now, Sitnplc ! Where have you been ? 
I must wait on myself, must I ? You have 
not the Book of Riddles about you, have 
you ? > 

Sini. Book of Riddles ! W hy. did you not 
lend it to Alice Shortcake upon All- 
hallowmas last, a fortnight afore Michael¬ 
mas ? 

Shal. Come, coz; come, coz; we stay 
for you. A word with you, coz ; marry, 
this, coz : there is, as 'twere, a tender, a 
kind of tender, made afar o(f by Sir Hugh 
here. Do you understand me ? 

Slen. Ay, sir, you shall find me reason¬ 
able ; if it be so, 1 shall do that that is 
reason. 

Shal. Nay, but understand me. 

Slen. So 1 do, sir. 19 » 

Evans. Give ear to his motions: Master 
Slender, I will description the matter to 
you. if you be capacity of it. i 9 <> 

Slen. Nay, I will do as my cousin Shallow 1 
says; I pray you pardon me; he’s a 


justice of peace in his country, simple 
though 1 stand here. 

Evans. But that is not the question. The 
question is concerning your marriage. 201 

Shal. Ay, there’s the point, sir. 

Evatis. Marry is it; the very point of it; 
to Mistress Anne Page. 

Sleyi. Why, if it be so, 1 will marry licr 
upon any reasonable demands. 206 

Evans. But can you affection the omaii ? 
Let us command to know that of your 
mouth or of your lips ; for divers philoso¬ 
phers hold that the lips is parcel of the 
mouth. Therefore, precisely, can you carry 
your good will to the maid ? 

Shal. Cousin Abraham Slender, can you 
love her ? 

Slen. I hope, sir, I will do as it shall 
become one that would do reason. 

Evans. Nay, Got's lords and his ladies ! 
you must speak possitable, if you can carry 
her your de-ires towards her. 217 

Shal. That you must. Will you, upon 
good dowry, nuirry her ? 

Slen. 1 will do a greater thing than that 
upon your reqiRst, cousin, in any reason. 

S/iul. Nay, conceive me, conceive me, 
sw^ect coz ; what I do is to pleasure you, 
coz. Can you love the maid ? 22.1 

Slen. I will marry her, sir, at your re¬ 
quest ; but if there be no great love in the 
beginning, yet heaven may decrease it 
upon better acquaintance, when we are 
married and have more occasion to know 
one anoiher. I hope upon fainiliarity will 
grow more contempt. But if you say 
‘ marry her’, T wall marry her; that I am 
iieely dissohed, and dissolutely. 

Eva}i3. It is a fery discretion answer, 
save the fall is in the oid ' dissolutely ’; the 
ort is, according to our meaning, ' resolute¬ 
ly ' ; his meaning is good. 

Shal. Ay, I think my cousin meant well. 

Sle$u Ay, or else 1 would 1 might be 
bang’d, la I 

Re-enter Anne P\ge. 

Shal. Here comes fair Mistress Anne. 
Would 1 were young for your sake, Mistress 
Anne 1 2 ;v> 

Anne. 'Fhe dinner is on the table ; my 
father desires your worships’ company. 

Shai. 1 will wait on him, fair Mistress 
Anne I 

Evans. Od’s plessed will 1 1 will not be 
absence at the grace. j t 

[Exeunt Shallow and Evans. 

Anne. Will’t please your worship to come 
in, sir ? 

Slen. No, I thanlc you, forsooth, heartily ; 
I am very well. 

Anne. The dinner attends you, sir. 245 

Slen. 1 am not a-hungry, I thank you, 
forsooth. Go, sirrah, for all you are my 
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man, po wait upon my cousin Shallow. 
[JKxil S'implel A justice of peace sometime 
may be beholding to his friend for a man. 
I keep but three men and a boy yet, till my 
mother be dead. But what though ? Yet 
I live like a poor gentleman born. 251 
Anne, I may not go in without your 
worship ; they will not sit till you come. 

Slen. r faith, I'll cat nothing; I thank 
you as much as though 1 did. 255 

Anne, I pray you, sir, walk in. 

Slen, I had rather walk here, 1 thank you. 
1 bruis'd my shin th' other day with playing 
at sw’ord and dagger with a master of fence 
—three veneys for a dish of stew’d prunes— 
and, I with my ward defending my head, he 
hot my shin, and, by my troth, I cannot 
abide the smell of hot meat since. Why do 
your dogs bark so ? Be there bears i' th' 
town ? "<‘2 

Anne, 1 think there are, sir; 1 heard 
them talk'd of. 

Slen, I love the sport well; but I shall as 
soon quarrel at it as any man in England. 
You are afraid, if you see the bear loose, are 
you not ? 

Anne, Ay, indeed, sir. 2U7 

Slen, That’s meat and drink to me now. 
I have seen Sackerson loose twenty times, 
and have taken him by the chain ; but, 1 
warrant you, the women have so cried and 
shriek’d at it that it pass’d ; but women, 
indeed, cannot abide ’em; they are very 
ill-favour’d rough things. 272 

Re-enter Page. 

Page. Come, gentle Master Slender, come; 
wc stay for you. 

Slen. I’ll eat nothing. I thank you, sir. 275 
Page, By cock and pie, you shall not 
choose, sir ! Come, come. 

Slen. Nay, pray you lead the way. 

Page. Come on, sir. 

Slen, Mistress Anne, yourself shall go 
first. 

Anne. Not I, sir ; pray you keep on. 
Slen. I'ruly, 1 will not go first; truly, la ! 

I will not do you that wrong. 

Anne. I pray you, sir. 2«4 

Slen. I’ll rather be unmannerly than 
troublesome. You do yourself wrong in¬ 
deed, la! [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Before Page*s house. 

Enter Sm Hugh Evans and Simple. 

Evans. Go your ways, and ask of Doctor 
Caius’ house which is the way ; and there 
dwells one Mistress Quickly, which is in the 
manner of his nurse, or his dry nurse, or his 
cook, or his laundry, his washer, and his 
wringer. 

Sim. Well, sir. 5 { 

Evans. Nay, it is petter yet. Give her this I 


letter; for it is a oman that altogether's 
acquaintance with Mistress Anne Page ; 
and the letter is to desire and require her 
to solicit your master’s desires to Mistress 
Anne Page. I pray you be gone. 1 w'ill 
make an end of my dinner ; there’s pippins 
and cheese to come. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. The Garter Inn. 

Enter Falstaff, Host, Bardolph, Nym, 
Pistol and Robin. 

Fal. Mine host of the Garter ! 

Host. What says my bully rook ? Speak 
scholarly and wisely. 

Fal. Truly, mine host, I must turn away 
some of my followers. 5 

Host. Discard, bully Hercules ; cashier ; 
let them wag ; trot, trot. 

Fa/. I sit at ten pounds a week. 

Host. Thou’rt an emperor—Ca‘sar, Reiser, 
and Pheazar. I will entertain Bardolph; he 
shall draw, he shall tap ; said 1 well, bully 
Hector ? u 

Fal. Do so, good mine host. 

Host. 1 have spoke ; let him follow. [To 
Bardolph} Let me see thee froth and lime. 
1 am at a word ; follow. [Exif Host. 

Fal. Bardolph, follow him. A tapster is 
a good trade; an old cloak makes a new 
jerkin; a wither’d serving-man a fresh 

tapster. Go ; adieu. 17 

Bard. It is a life that I have desir'd; I 
will thrive. 

Pist. O base Hungarian wight I Wilt thou 
the spigot wield ? [Exif Bardolph. 

JS/ym. He was gotten in drink. Is not the 
humour conceited ? 22 

Fal. I am glad I am so acquit of this 
tinder-box : his thefts were too open ; his 
filching was like an unskilful singer—he 

kept not time. 25 

Nym. The good humour is to steal at a 
minute’s rest. 

Pist. * Convey ' the wise it call. ' Steal' 
foh ! A fico for the phrase ! 

Fal. Well, sirs, I am almost out at heels. 
Pist. Why, then, let kibes ensue. 30 

Fal. There is no remedy ; 1 must cony- 
catch ; I must shift. 

Pist. Young ravens must have food. 

Fal. Which of you know Ford of this 
town ? 

Pisf. I ken the wight; he is of substance 
good, 35 

Fal. My honest lads, I will tell you what 
1 am about. 

Pisl. Two yards, and more. 37 

Fal. No quips now, Pistol. Indeed, I am 
n the waist two yards about; but I am 
now about no waste; I am about thrift. 
Briefly, 1 do mean to make love to Ford's 
wife; 1 spy entertainment in her; she 
discourses, she carves, she gives the leer of 
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invitation ; I can construe the action of her 
familiar style ; and the hardest voice of her 
behaviour, to be English'd rightly, is ‘ I am 
Sir John FalstafF's 45 

Pist. He hath studied her well, and trans¬ 
lated her will out of honesty into English. 

Nym, The anchor is deep; will that 
humour pass ? is 

Fal. Now, the report goes she has all the 
rule of her husband’s purse; he hath a 
leg Of) of angels. 50 

PisL As many devils entertain ; and * To 
her, boy * say 1. 

Nym, The humour rises; it Is good ; 
humour me the angels. -,1 

Fal, I have writ me here a letter to her ; 
and here another to Page’s wife, who even 
now gave me good eyes too, examin’d my 
parts with most judicious leillades: some¬ 
times the beam of her view gilded my foot, 
sometimes my portly belly. 

Pist. Then did the sun on dunghill shine. 
Nym. I thank thee lor that humour, m 
Fal, O, she did so course o’er my ex¬ 
teriors with such a greedy intention that 
the appetite of her eye did seem to scorch 
me up 1 ke a burning-glass ! Here’s another 
letter to her. She bears the purse too ; she 
is a region in Guiana, all gold and bounty. 
I will be cheaters to them both, and thev 
shall be exchequers to me; they shall be 
my East and West Indies, and 1 will trad ^ 
to them both. Go, bear thou this letter to 
Mistress Page; and thou this to Mistre-v' 
Ford. We will thrive, lads, we will thrive. 
PisL Shall I Sir Pandarus of Troy 
become, 7 

And by my side wear steel ? Then Lucifer 
take all I 

Nym. 1 will run no base humour. Here, 
talee the humour-letter; 1 will keep the 
haviour of reputation. > 3 

Fal. ITo Kobm] Hold, sirrah; bear you 
these letters tightly ; 

Sail like my pinnace to these golden shores. 
Rogues, hence, avaunt! vanish like hail¬ 
stones, go; 

Trudge, plod away V th’ hoof; seek shelter, 
pack! ; * 

Falstaff will learn the humour of the age; 
French thrift, you rogues; myself, and 
skirted page. 

[Exeunt Falstaff and Robin. 
PisL Let vultures gripe thy guts! for 
gourd and fullam holds. 

And high and low beguiles the rich and 
poor; 

Tester I’ll have in pouch when thou shalt 
lack, 

Base Phrygian Turk 1 83 

Nym. I have operations in my head, 
which be humours of revenge. 

PisL Wilt thou revenge ? 

Nym. By welkin and her star! 


Pist. With wit or steel ? 

Nym. With both the humours, 1. 90 

I will discuss the humour of this love to 
Page. 

Pist, And T to Ford shall eke unfold 
How Falstaff, varlct vile. 

His dove will prove, his gold will 
hold, 

And his soft couch defile. 03 

Nym. My humour shall not cool; 1 will 
incense Page to deal with poison; I will 
possess him with yellowness; for the revolt 
of mine is dangerous. That is my true 
humour. 08 

Pist. Thou art the Mars of malcontents ; 
I second tliec ; troop on. [Exeu)d. 

Scene IV. Doctor Caitis*s house. 

Enter Mistress Quickly, Si.viele and * 
Rugby. 

Quick. What, John Rugby I I pray thee 
go to the casement and sec if you can see 
my master, Master Doctor Caius, coming. 
If he do, i' faith, and find anybody in tli.:' 
house, here will be an old abusing of God s 
patience and the King’s English. 5 

Rug. I'll go watch. 

Quick. Go ; and we’ll have a posset for't 
soon at night, in faith, at the latter end of 
a sca-coal fire. [Exh Rugby] An lion^.d, 
willing, kind fellow, as ever servant shall 
come in house withal; and, I warrant you, 
no tell-tale nor no breed-bate; his worst 
fault U that ho is given to prayer; he is 
something peevish that way ; but nobody 
but has his fault; but let that pass. PctCi- 
Simple you say your name is ? 

Sim. Ay, for fault of a better. 13 

Quick. And Ma. er Slender’s your master? 
Sim. Ay, forsooth. 

Quick. Does he not wear a great round 
beard, like a glover’s paring-knife ? 

vSim. No, forsooth; he hath but a little 
whey face, with a little yellow beard, a Ciin- 
colour’d beard. 2t 

Quick. A softly-sprighted man, is he not ? 
Sim. Ay, Inrsooth ; but he is as tall a man 
of his hands as any is between this and his 
head ; he hath fought with a warrener. 25 
Quick. How say you ? O, I should 
remember him. Does he not hold up his 
head, as it were, and strut in his gait ? 
Sim. Yes, indeed, docs he. 23 

Quick. Well, heaven send Anne Page no 
worse fortune ! Tell Master Parson Evans 
I will do what 1 can for your master. Anne 
is a good girl, and 1 wish— 31 

Re-enler Rugby. 

Rug. Out, alas! here comes my master. 
Quick, Wc shall all be shent. Run in 
here, good young man ; go into this closet. 
[Shuts Simple in the closet] He will not 
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stay long. What, John Rugby! John! 
what John, I say ! Go, John, go inquire for 
my master ; I doubt he be not well that he 
comes not home. [Singing 

And down, down, adown-a, etc. 

Enter Poctoh Car is. 

Caius\ Vat is you sing ? 1 do not like 
dcs toys. Pray you, go and vetch me in 
my closet im boitier vert—a box, a green-a 
box. Do intend vat I speak ? A green-a box. 

Quick, Ay, forsooth, I'll fetch it you. 
fAsidel I am glad he went not in himself; 
if he had found the young man, he would 
have been horn-mad. 11 

Cains, Fe, fe, fe, fe! ma foi, il fait fori 
chaud. Je m’en vais h la cour—la grande 
affaire. i- 

Quick. Is it this, sir ? 

Cains. Ou- ; mette le an mon pocket: 
depeche, quickly. Vere is dat knave, 
Rugby ? 

Quick. What, John Rugby ! John ! su 
Rug. Here, sir, 

Cains. You are John Rugl>y, and you are 
Jack Rugbv. Come, take-a your rapier, 
and come after my heel to the court. 

Kng. "lis ready, sir, here in the porch. 
Cains. By my trot, I tarry too long. Od's 
me 1 Uu'ai j' oublic ? Dere is some simples 
in my closet dat I vill not for the varld I 
shall leave behind. 

Quick. Ay me, he'll find the young man 
there, and be mad ! »* 

Cains. O diabic, diahle! vat is in mv 
closet ? Villainy ! larron ! \Pulling Simplt 
out] Rugby, my ra]iier ! 

Quick. Good master, be content. ' m 
Cains, Wiicrefore shall I be content-a ? 
Quick, dhe young man is an honest man. 
Cains. What shall de honest man do in 
my closet ? Dere is no honest man dal 
shall come in my closet. <•: 

Qnkk. I beseech you, be not so phleg¬ 
matic ; hear the truth of it. Dc came of 
errand to me from Parson Hugh. 

Cains. Veil ? y 

Sim. Ay, forsooth, to desire her to— 
Quick, ih'ace, 1 pray you. 

Cains. Pcace-a your tongue. Speak-a 
your tale. 7 

Sim. I'o desire this honest gentlewoman, 
your maid, to speak a good word to Mistress 
Anne Page for my master, in the way ot 
marriage. 7 “ 

Quick. This is all, indeed, la 1 but I'll 
ne’er put rny finger in the fire, and need not. 

Caius. Sir Hugh send-a you ? Rugby, 
baillez me some paper. Tarry you a little- 
a while. [Writes. 

Quick. [Aside to Simple] 1 am glad he is 
so quiet ; if he had ) een throughly moved, 
you should have heard him so loud and so 


melancholy. But notwithstanding, man, 
I'll do you your master what good I can ; 
and the very yea and the no is, the French 
doctor, my master—I may call him my 
master, look you, for I keep his house ; and 
I wash, wring, brew, bake, scour, dress 
meat and drink, malte the beds, and do all 
myself— hs 

Sim. [Aside to Quickly] 'J’is a groat charge 
to come iinJor one body’s hand. • 

Quick. [A.side to Simple] Are you avis'd 
o' that ? You shall find it a great charge ; 
and to he up early and down late ; but 
notwithstaiufing—to tell you in your ear, 
I would ha\’c no words of it—my master 
himself is in hn e with Mistress Anne Page ; 
but notwithstanding that, I know' Anne's 
mind—that’s neither here nor there. 

Cains. You jack'nape ; givc-a this letter 
to Sir Hugh ; by gar, it is a shallenge ; I 
will cut his troat in dc park ; and I will 
teach a scurvy jack-a-nape priest to meddle 
or make. You may be gone ; it is not good 
you tarry here. By gar, [ will cut all his 
tw\> stones ; by gar, he shall not h:ive a 
stone to throw' at his dog. [Exit Simple. 
Quick. Alas, he speaks but for his friend. 
Cains. U is no matter-a ver dat. Do not 
you tell-a me dat 1 shall have Anne Page 
for myself ? By gar, I vill kill de Jack 
priest ; and I have appointed mine host of 
dc Jartcer to measure our weapon. By gar, 
1 wall myself have Anne Page. j<>h 

Quick. Sir, the maid loves you, and all 
sliall be well. We must give folks leave to 
prate. What the good-year ! n • 

Cains. Rugby, conic to the court with 
me. By gar, if 1 have not Anne Page, I 
shall turn your head out of my door. 
Follow my heels, Rugby. wj 

IFxc'unf Cains and Rughy. 
Quick. You shall have—An fool’s-head of 
your own. No, X know Anne’s mind for 
that; never a vvoman in Windsor knows 
more of Anne’s mind than I do ; nor can do 
more than I do with lu:r, I thank heaven. 
Fcni. ] Within i Who’s within there ? ho I 
Quick. Who’s there, I trow ? Come near 
the house, 1 pray you. i::o 

Enter Fiin ion. 

Eeni. How now, good woman, how dost 
thou ? 

Quick. The better that it pleases your 
good v/orship to ask. 

Fent. What new's ? How does pretty 
Mistress Anne ? i .’4 

Quick. In truth, sir, and she is pretty, 
and honest, and gentle ; and one that is 
your friend, I can tell you that by the way ; 

I praise heaven for it. 

Fent. Shall I do any good, think'st thou ? 
Shall 1 not lose my suit ? 129 

Quick. Troth, sir, all is in His hands. 
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above ; but notwithstanding. Master Fen¬ 
ton, I'll be sworn on a book she loves you. 
Have not your worship a w^art above your 
eye? 

Pent, Yes, marry, have I; what of that ? 

Quick, Well, thereby hangs a tale ; good 
faith, it is such another Nan ; but, I detest, 
an honest maid as ever broke bread. We 
had an hour’s talk of that wart ; 1 shall 
never laugh but in that maid’s company! 
But, indeed, she is given too much to 
allicholy and musing; but for you—well, 
go to. 13 '> 

Pent, Well, I shall see her to-day. Hold, 
there’s money for thee ; let me have thy 
voice in my behalf. If thou seest her before 
me, commend me. J 

Quick, Will I ? rfaith, that we will; and 
1 will tell your worsliip more of the wart the 
next time we have confidence; and of 
other wooers. ms 

Feul. Well, farewell; I am in great haste 
now. 

Quick. Farewell to your worsliip. [Exit 
rentoii] Truly, an honest gentleman ; but 
Anne loves him not; for 1 know Anne's 
mind as well as another does. Out upon ’t, 
what have I forgot ? [Exit. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Before Page*s house. 

Enter Mistress Pac.e, with a letter. 

Mrs. Page. What! have I scap’d love- 
letters in the holiday-time of my beauty, 
and am I now a subject for them ? Let me 
see. 1 Reads. 

’ Ask me no reason why 1 love you ; for 
though Love use Reason for his precisian, 
he admits him not for lus counsellor. You 
are not young, no more am I ; go to, then, 
there’s sympathy. You are merry, so am 
I; ha ! ha ! then there’s more sympathy. 
You love sack, and so do I; would you 
desire better sympathy ? Let it sultice 
thee, Mistress Page—at the least, if the 
love of soldier can suffice—that I love thee. 
I will not say, Pity me : 'tis not a soldier¬ 
like phrase ; but 1 say, Love me. By me, 

Thine own true knight, 

By day or night, 

Or any kind of light, 

With all his might, 

For thee to fight, 

John Falstaff.' 15 

What a Herod of Jewry is this! O wicked, 
wicked world I One that is well-nigh worn 
to pieces with age to show himself a young 
gallant! What an unweighed behaviour 
hath this Flemish drunkard pick’d—with 
the devil's name I—out of my conversation, 
that he dares in this manner assay me ? 
Why, he hath not been thrice in my com¬ 


pany ! What should 1 say to him ? I was 
then frugal of my mirth. Heaven forgive 
me! Why, I’ll exhibit a bill in the parlia¬ 
ment for the putting down of men. How 
shall I be reveng’d on him ? for reveng’d I 
will be, as sure as his guts are made of 
puddings. 20 

Enter Mistress Ford. 

Mrs. Ford. Mistress Page ! trust me, I 
was going to your house. 

Mrs. Page. And, trust me, I was coming 
to you. You look very ill. 30 

Mrs. Ford, Nay, I’ll ne’er believe that; 
1 have to show to the contrary. 

Mrs. Page. Faith, but you do, in my 
mind. 

Mrs. Ford. Well, 1 do, then ; yet, I say, 
I could show you to the contrary. O 
Mistress Page, give me some counsel. 36 

M)s. Page. W’hat’s the matter, woman ? 

Mrs. Ford. O woman, if it were not for 
one trifling respect, I could come to such 
honour! 

Mrs. Page. Hang the trifle, 3voman ; take 
the honour. What is it? Dispense with 
trifles ; what is it ? 4i 

Mrs. Ford. If I would but go to hell for 
an eternal moment or so, 1 could be 
knighted. 

Mrs. Page, What ? Thou best. Sir Alice 
Ford ! These knights will hack ; and so 
thou shouldst not alter the article of thy 
gentry. 

Mrs. Ford. We burn daylight. Here, 
read, read; perceive how 1 might be 
knighted. 1 shall think the worse of fat 
men as long as I have an eye to make 
difference of men’s liking. And yet lie 
would not swear ; prais’d women’s mod¬ 
esty, and gave such orderly and well- 
behaved reproof to all uncomeliness that I 
would haw sAvorn his disposition would 
liave gone to the truth of his words ; hut 
they do no more adhere and keep place 
together than the Hundredth Psalm to the 
tune of ' Grccnsleeves What tempest, I 
trow, threw til is whale, with so many tuns 
of oil in his belly, ashore at Windsor ? How 
shall I be revenged on him ? I think the 
l)cst way were to entertain him with hope, 
till the wicked fire of lust have melted him 
in his own grease. Did you ever hear the 
lilvC ? f)o 

Afrs. Page. Letter for letter, but that the 
name of Page and Ford differs. To thy 
great comfort in this mystery of ill opinions, 
here’s the twin-brother of thy letter; but 
let thine inherit first, for, 1 protest, mine 
never shall. I warrant he hath a thousand 
of these letters, WTit with blank space for 
different names—sure, more !—and these 
are of the second edition. He will print 
them, out of doubt; for he cares not what 
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he puts into the press when he would put 
us two. 1 had rather be a giantess and lie 
under Mount Pelion. Well, 1 will find you 
twenty lascivious turtles ere one chaste 
man. 

^^rs. Ford. Why, this is the vcr\^ same: 
the very hand, the very words. What doth 
he think of us ? 

Mrs. Page. Nay, I Itnow not; it makcj 
me almost ready to wram^le with mine own 
honesty. I’ll entertain myself like one that 
I am not acquainted withal; for, sure, 
unless he know some strain in me that I 
know not myself, he would never have 
boarded me in this fury. 

Mrs. Ford. ‘ Boarding ’ call you it ? I’ll 
be sure to keep him above deck. 

Mrs. Page. So will I; if he come under 
my hatches. I’ll never to sea again. Let’s 
be reveng’d on him; let’s appoint him a 
meeting, give him a show of comfort in 
his suit, and lead him on wdth a fine-baited 
delay, till he hath pawn’d his horses to mine 
host of the Garter. 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, I will consent to act any 
villainy against him that may not sully the 
chariness of our honesty. O that my 
husband saw this letter! It would give 
eternal food to his jealousy. 89 

Mrs. Page. Why, look where he comes ; 
and my good man too ; he’s as far from 
jealousy as I am from giving him cause; 
rend that, I hope, is an unmeasurable 
distance. 0 5 

Mrs. Ford. You are the happier woman. 
Mrs. Page. Let’s consult together against 
this greasSy knight. Come hither. y<> 

[T/icy retire. 

Enter Ford with Pistol, and Page with 
Nym. 

Ford. Well, I hope it be not so. 

Pist. Hope is a curtal dog in some 
affairs. 

Sir John affects thy wife. w 

Ford. Why, sir, my wife is not young. 
Pist. He WOOS both high and low, both 
rich and pcK)r, 

Both young and old, one with another, 
Ford ; 

He loves the gallimaufry. Ford, perpend. 
Ford. Love my wife ! 

Pist. With liver burning hot. Prevent, 
or go thou, 

Lilie Sir Action he, with Ringwood at thy 
heels. 

O, odious is the name! 

Ford. What name, sir ? 

Pist. The horn, I say. Farewell. 

Take heed, have open eye, for thieves do 
foot by night; no 

Take heed, ere summer comes, or cuckoo 
birds do sing. 

Away, Sir Corporal Nym. 
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Believe it, Page ; he speaks sense. 

[Exit Pistol, 

Ford. [Aside] I will be patient; I will 
find out this. 114 

Nym. [To Page] And this is true ; I like 
not the humour of lying. He hath wronged 
me in some humours ; I should hiive borne 
the humour’d letter to her ; but I have a 
sword, and it shall bite upon my necessity. 
He loves your wife ; there’s the short and 
the long. 

My name is Corporal Nym ; I speak, and 
I avouch ; 120 

’Tis true. My name is Nym, and Falstaff 
loves your wife. 

Adieu ! 1 love not the humour of bread and 
cheese; and there’s the humour of it. 
Adieu. [£xif Nym. 

Page. * The humour of it ' quoth ’a ! 
Here’s a fellow frights English out of his 
wits. l:!5 

Ford. I will seek out Falstaff. 

Page. I never heard such a drawling, 
affecting rogue. 

Ford. If I do find it—well. 

Page. 1 will not believe such a Catalan 
though the priest o’ th’ town commended 
him for a true man. 1 

Ford. ’Twas a good sensible fellow. Well. 

[Mrsfress Page and Mistress Ford 
come forward. 

Page. How now, Meg I 
Mrs. Page. Whither go you, George ? 
Hark you. 

Mrs. Ford. How now, sweet Frank, why 
art thou melancholy ? 1.^5 

Ford. I melancholy ! I am not melan¬ 
choly. Get you home ; go. 

Mrs. Ford. Faith, thou hast some 

crotchets in thy head now. Will you go. 
Mistress Page ? J39 

Enter Mistress Quickly. 

Mrs. Page. Have with you. You’ll come 
to dinner, Cieorge ? [Aside to Mrs. Ford] 
Look who comes yonder ; she shall be our 
messenger to this paltry knight. l u 

Mrs. Ford. [Aside to Mrs. Page] Trust 
me, 1 thought on her ; she'll fit it. 

Mrs. Page. You are come to see my 
daughter Anne ? 145 

Quick. Ay, forsooth ; and, I pray, how 
does good Mistress Anne ? 

Mrs. Page. Go in with us and see; we 
have an hour’s talk with you. 

I Exeunt Mistress Page, Mistress 
Ford, and Mistress Quickly. 
Page. How now, Master Ford I 150 

Ford. You heard what this knave told 
me, did you not ? 

Page. Yes; and you heard what the 
other told me ? 

Ford. Do you think there i$ truth in 
them ? ,5* 
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Page, Hang ’em slaves 1 I do not think 
the knight would offer it; but these that 
accuse him in his intent towards our wives 
are a yoke of his discarded men; very 
rogues, now they be out of service. 157 

Ford. Were they his men ? 

Page. Marry, were they. 

Ford. I like it never the better for that. 
Docs he lie at the Garter ? lOi 

Page. Ay, marry, docs he. If he should 
intend this voyage toward my wife, I would 
turn her loose to him; and what he gets 
mosr of her than sharp words, let it lie on 
my head. 

Ford. I do not misdoubt my wife ; but 1 
would be loath to turn them together. A 
man may be too confident. I would have 
nothing lie on my head. 1 cannot be thus 
satisfied. i(>'> 

Enter Host. 

Page. Look where my ranting host of the 
Garter comes. There is either liquor in his 
pate or money in his purse when he looks so 
merrily. How now, mine host! 

Host. How now, bully rook ! ThouTt a 
gentleman. [Tu Shallow following] Cava- 
leiro Justice, I say. 17; 

Enter Shallow. 

Shal. 1 follow, mine host, I follow. Good 
even and twenty, good Master Page! 
Master Page, will you go with us ? Wt 
have sport in hand. i: 

Host. Tell him, Cavaleiro Justice; tel; 
him, bully rook. 

Shal. Sir, there is a fray to be foughi 
between Sir Hugh the Welsh priest and 
Cains the French doctor. 

Ford. Good mine host o’ th’ Garter, a 
word with you. 

Host. What say’st thou, my bully rook ? 

[They go aside. 

Shal. [To Page] Will you go with us to 
bebf>]d it ? My merry host hath had the 
measuring of their weapons ; and, I think, 
hath appointed them contrary places; for, 
believe me, I hear the parson is no jester. 
Hark, I will tell you what our sport shall 
be. [They converse apart. 

Host. Hast thou no suit against my 
knight, my guest-cavaleiro. 19' 

Ford. None, I protest; hut I’ll give you 
a pottle of burnt sack to give me recourse 
to him, and tell him my name is Brook - 
only for a jest. 1 >3 

Host. My hand, bully; thou shalt have 
egress and regress—said I well ?—and thy 
name shall be Brook. It is a merry knight. 
Will you go, Mynheers ? iyft 

Shal. Have with you, mine host. 

Page. 1 have heard the Frenchman hath 
good skill in his rapier. 199 

Shal. Tut, sir, 1 could have told you 


more. In these times you stand on distance, 
your passes, stoccadoes, and I know not 
what. ’Tis the heart, Master Page; Tis 
here, ’tis here. I have seen the time with 
my long sword I would have made you four 
tall fellows skip like rats. -04 

Host. Here, boys, here, here! Shall we 
wag ? 

Page. Have with you. I had rather hear 
them scold than fight. 

(Exeunt all but Ford. 

Ford. Though Page be a secure fool, and 
stands so firmly on his wife’s frailty, yet I 
cannot put off my opinion so easily. She 
was in his company at Page's house, and 
what they made there I know not. Well, 1 
will look further into ’t, and 1 have a 
disguise to sound F'alstaff. If I find her 
honest, I lose not my labour; if she be 
otherwise, ’tis labour well bestowed. [Exit. 

Scene II. A room in the Garter Inn. 
Enter Falstaff and Pistol. 

Fal. I will not lend thee a penny. 

Pist. I will retort the sum in equip¬ 
age. 

Fal. Not a penny. 

Pist. Why, then the world's mine oyster, 
Which 1 with sword will open. 

Fal. Not a penny. I have been content, 
sir, you should lay my countenance to pawn. 
I have grated upon my good friends for 
three reprieves for you and your coach- 
fellow, Nym; or else you had look’d 
through the grate, like a geminy of baboons. 
I am damn’d in hell for swearing to gentle¬ 
men my friends you were good soldiers and 
tall fellows ; and when Mistress Bridget 
lost the handle of her fan, 1 took *t upon 
mine honour thou hadst it not. to 

Pist. Didst not thou share ? Hadst thou 
not fifteen pence ? 

Fal. Reason, you rogue, reason. Think’st 
thou ril endanger my soul gratis ? At a 
word, hang no more about me, I am no 
gibbet for you. Go—a short knife and a 
throng!—to your manor of Pickt-hatch ; 
go. You’ll not bear a letter for me, you 
rogue! You stand upon your honour! 
Why, thou unconfinable baseness, it is as 
much as I can do to keep the terms of my 
honour precise. I, I, I myself sometimes, 
leaving the fear of God on the left hand, 
and hiding mine honour in my necessity, am 
fiiin to shuffle, to hedge, and to lu ch ; and 
yet you, rogue, will ensconce your rags, 
your cat-a-mountain looks, your red-lattice 
phrases, and your bold-beating oaths, 
under the shelter of your honour ! You will 
not do it, you ! 25 

Pist. 1 do relent; what would thou more 
of man ? 
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Enter Robin* 

Rob, Sir, here’s a woman would speak 
\^ith you. 

FaL Let her approach. 

Enter Misiaiiss Quickly. 

Quick. Give your worship good morrow. 
Fal. Good morrow, good wife. 3 ) 

Quick. Not so, an’t please your worship. 
E\il. Good maid, then. 

Quick. I'll be sworn ; 

As my mother was, the first hour 1 was 
born. 

Fal. I do believe the swearer. What with 
me ? 35 

Quick. Shall I vouchsafe your worsliip a 
word or two ? 

Fal. Tv/o thousand, fair 3 voman ; and 
I’ll vouchsafe thee the hearing. 

Quick. There is one Mistress Ford, sir— 

1 pray, come a little nearer this ways. 1 
myself dwell with Master Doctor Cains. 41 
Fal. Well, on : I^tistress Ford you say— 
Quick. Your worship says very true. I 
pray your worship come a little nearer this 
ways. 

Fal. 1 warrant thee nobody hears— 
mine own people, mine own people. 4 ^- 
Quick. Arc they so ? God bless them, and 
make them his servants! 

i'Cil. Well; Mistress Ford, what of her ? 
Quick. Why, sir, she’s a good creature. 
I.ord, Lord, your worship's a w'anton! 
Well, licavea forgive you, and all of us, 1 
pray. 5' 

Fal, Mistress Ford; come, Mistress 
Ford— 

Quick. Marry, this is the short and the 
long of it: you have brought her into such 
a canaries as 'tis wonderful. The best i 
courtier of them all, w^hen the court lay at j 
Windsor, could never have brought her to 
such a canary. Yet there has been knights, • 
and lords, and gentlemen, with their 
coaches ; I warrant you, coach after coach, 
letter after letter, gift after gift; smelling 
so sweetly, all musk, and so rushling, I 
warrant you, in silk and gold ; and in such 
alligant terms; and in such w'ine and 
sugar of the best and the fairest, that would 
have won any woman's heart; and, I 
warrant you, they could neve get an eye- 
wink of her. I had myself twenty angels 
given me this morning; but 1 defy all 
angels, in any such sort, as they say, but 
in the way of honesty ; and, 1 warrant you, 
t hey could never get her so much as sip on 
a cup with the proudest of them all; and 
yet there has been earls, nay, which is more, 
pensioners ; but, I warrant you, all is one 
with her. 70 

Fal. But what says she to me ? Be brief, 
my good shc-Mercury. 
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Quick. Marry, she hath receiv’d your 
letter; for the which she thanks you a 
thousand times; and she gives you to 
notify that her husband will be absence 
from his house between ten and eleven. 7 f> 
Fal. Ten and eleven ? 

Quick. Ay, forsooth ; and then you may 
come and see the picture, she says, that you 
wot of. Master Ford, her husband, will be 
from home. Alas, the sweet woman leads 
an ill life with him I He’s a very jealousy 
man; she leads a very frampold life with 
him, good heart. 82 

Fal. Ten and eleven. Woman, commend 
me to her ; I w ill not fail her. 84 

Quick. Why, you say w’ell. But I have 
another messenger to your worship. Mis¬ 
tress Page hath her hearty commendations 
to you too ; and let me tell you in your 
car, she's as fartiious a civil modest wife, 
and one, I tell you, that wall not miss you 
morning nor evening prayer, as any is in 
Windsor, whoe’er be the other ; and she 
bade me tell your w'orshin that licr husband 
is seldom from home, but she hopes there 
will come a time. 1 never knew a w’oman 
so dote upon a man; surely I ihlnk you 
have charms, la ! Yes, in Iriith. oi 

Fal. Not I, I assure thee; setting iht 
attraction of my good parts aside, 1 have 
no other charms. </> 

Quick. Blessing on your heart for’t! 

Fal. But, I pray thee, tell me this: has 
Ford's wife and Page's wife acquainted 
each other how they love me ? 99 

Quick. That were a jest indeed I They 
have not so little grace, 1 hope—that were 
a trick indeed I But Mistress Page would 
desire you to send her your little page of 
all loves. Her husband has a marvellous 
infection to the little page; and truly 
Master Page is an honest man. Nc\'cr a 
wife in Windsor leads a better life than she 
does ; do what she will, say what she w ill, 
take all, pay all, go to bed when slkc list, 
rise when she list, all is as she w ill; and 
truly she deserves it; for if there be a kind 
woman in Windsor, she is one. You must 
send her your page ; no remedy. no 
Fal. Why, I will. 

Quick. Nay, but do so then; and, look 
you, he may come and go between you 
both; and in any case have a nay-word, 
that you may know one another’s mind, 
and the boy never need to understand any 
thing; for ’tis not good that children 
should know any wickedness. Old folks, 
you know, have discretion, as they say, and 
know the world. 117 

Fal. Fare thee well; commend me to 
them both. There's my purse; I am yet 
thy debtor. Boy, go along with this 
woman. [Exeunt Quickly and Robin] This 
news distracts me. xai 
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PisL [Aside] This punk is one of Cupid's 
carriers; 

Clap on more sails ; pursue ; up with your 
fights; 

Give fire ; she is my prize, or ocean whelm 
thorn all! IHxil Pistol. 

FaL Say'st thou so, old Jack ; go thy 
ways ; I’ll make more of thy old body than 
I have done. Will they yet look after thee ! 
Wilt thou, after the expense of so much 
money, be now a gainer ? Good body. I 
thank thee. Let them say 'tis grossly done ; 
so it be fairly done, no matter. 

Enter Bardolph. 

Bard. Sir John, there’s one Master Brook 
below would fain speak with you, and be 
accpiaiiited with you ; and hath sent your 
vvorsiiip a morning's draught of sack. 

Fai. Brook is his name ? 

Hard. Ay, sir. 

Fal. Cali him in. [Exit Bardolph] Such 
Brooks are welcome to me, that o’erllows 
such liquor. Ah, ha ! Mistress Ford and 
Mistress Page, have I encompas.s’d you ? Go 
to; vial 

Re-enter Bardolph, with Ford disguised. 

Ford. Bless you, sir I 

Ff.ll. And you, sir! Would you speak 
with me ? 

Ford. 1 make bold to press with so little 
preparation upon you. n. 

Fat. You're welcome. What’s your will ? 
Give us leave, drawer. {Exit Bardolph. 

Ford. Sir, 1 am a gentleman that have 
speiit much ; my name is Brook, m;, 

Fal. Ciood Master Brook, 1 desire more 
acquaintance of you. 

Ford. Good Sir John, T sue for yours— 
not to charge you ; for 1 must let you 
understand 1 think myself in better plight 
for a lender than you are ; the which hatfi 
someining embold’ned me to this iin> 
season’d inlrusion ; for they say, if money 
go i>clore, all ways do lie open. is:; 

Fal. Money is a good soldier, sir, and 
will on. 

Ford. Troth, and I have a bag of money 
here troubles me ; if you will help to bear 
it, Sir John, take all, or half, for easing me 
of the carriage. 

Fal. Sir, I know not how I may deserve 
to be your porter. 

Ford. I will tell you, sir, if you will give 
me tlie hearing. 

Fal. Speak, good Master Brook ; 1 shall 
be glad to be your servant. n i 

Ford. Sir, I hear you are a scholar—I 
will be brief with you—and you have been 
a man long known to me, though I had 
never so good means as desire to make 
myself acquainted with you. I shall 


discover a thing to you, wherein I must 
very much lay open mine own imperfec¬ 
tion ; but, good Sir John, as you have one 
eye upon my follies, as you hear them un¬ 
folded, turn another into the register of 
your own that I may pass with a reproof 
the easier, sith you yourself know how easy 
is it to be such an offender. i 7 ‘» 

Fal. Very well, sir ; proceed. 

Ford. There is a gentle woman in this 
town, her husband’s name is Ford. 

Fal. \\'elk sir. T7t 

Ford. 1 have long lov'd her, and, I pro¬ 
test to you, bestowed much on her; 
followed her with a doting observance ; 
engross’d opportunities to meet her ; fee’d 
every slight occasion that could but 
niggardly give me sight of her : not only 
bought many presents to give her, but have 
given largely to many to know what she 
would have given ; briefly, 1 have pursu’d 
her as love hath pursued me; w'hich hath 
been on the wing of all occasions. But 
w'hatsoever I have merited, either in my 
mind or in my means, meed, I am sure, 1 
have received none, unless experience be a 
jewel; that 1 have purchased at an infinite 
rate, and that hath taught me to say this : 
' Love like a shadow flies when substance 
love pursues ; is? 

Pursuing that that flies, and flying what 
pursues 

Fal. Have you receiv’d no promise of 
satisfaction at her hands ? i<>u 

Ford. Never. 

Fal. Have you impoBtun’d her to such a 
purpose ? 

l^ord. Never. 

Fal. Of what quality was your love, 
then ? 

Ford. Like a fair house built on another 
man’s ground ; so that I have lost my 
edifice l)y mistaking the place where 1 
erected it. 

Fal. To what purpose have you unfolded 
this to me ? lys 

Ford. When I have told you that, I have 
told you all. Some say that though she 
appear honest to me, yet in other places she 
enlargcth her mirth so far tiiat there is 
shrewd con^truction made of lier. Now, 
Sir John, here is the heart of my purpose : 
you are a gentleman of excellent breeding, 
admirable discourse, of great admittance, 
authentic in your place and person, gener¬ 
ally allow’d for your many war-like, court¬ 
like, and learned preparations. 2 o(> 

Fal. O, sir! 

Ford. Believe it, for you know it. There 
is money ; spend it, spend it; spend more ; 
spend all 1 have ; only give me so much of 
your time in exchange of it as to lay an 
amiable siege to the honesty of this Ford's 
wife; use your art of w'ooing, win her to 
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consent to you ; if any man may, you may 
as soon as any. 

Fah Would it apply well to the vehem- 
ency of your affection, that I should win 
what you would enjoy ? Methinks you 
prescribe to yourself very preposterously. 

Ford, O, understand my drift. She 
dwells so securely on the excellency of her 
honour that the folly of my soul dares not 
present itself; she is too bright to be 
look’d against. Now, could I come to her 
with any detection in my hand, my desire 
had instance and argument to commend 
themselves; I could drive her then from 
the ward of her purity, her reputation, her 
marriage vow, and a thousand other her 
defences, which now are too too strongly 
cmbattl d against me. What say you to’t, 
Sir Jv^hn ? 

Fal. Master Brook, I wdll first make bold 
with your money ; next, give me your 
hand ; and last, as I am a gentleman, you 
shall, if you will, enjoy Ford’s wife. 

Ford. O good sir ! 

FaL 1 say you shall. 23 * 

Ford. Want no money, Sir John ; you 
shall want none. 

Fal. Want no Mistress Ford, Master 
Brook; you shall want none. I shall be 
with her, I may tell you, by her own 
appointment; even as you c«ame in to me 
her assistant, or go-between, parted from 
me ; I say 1 shall be with her betw'een ten 
and eleven; for at that time the jealous 
rascally knave, her husband, will be forth. 
Come you to me at night; you shall know 
how I speed. 238 

Ford. I am blest in your acquaintance. 
Do you know Ford, sir ? 24 - 

Fal. Hang him, poor cuckoldly knave ! I 
know him not; yet I wrong him to call 
him poor ; they say the jealous wittolly 
knave hath masses of money ; for the 
which his wife seems to me wcll-favour’d. 
1 will use her as the key of the cuckoldl 
rogue's coffer; and there’s my harvest- 
home. 245 

Ford. I would you knew Ford, sir, that 
you might avoid him if you saw him. 2.1? 

Fill. Hang him, mechanical salt-butter 
rogue 1 I will stare him out of his wits ; 1 
will awe him with my cudgel; it shall hang 
like a meteor o’er the cuckold’s horns. 
Master Brook, thou shalt know I will pre¬ 
dominate over the peasant, and thou shalt 
lie with his wife. Come to me soon at 
night. Ford's a knave, and 1 will aggravate 
his style ; thou. Master Brook, shalt know 
him for knave and cuckold. Come to me 
soon at night. [Fxif. 2s=i: 

Ford. What a damn’d Epicurean rascal is j 
this ! My heart is ready to crack with I 
impatience. Who says this is improvident, 
jealousy i My wife hath sent te him; the' 
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hour is fix'd; the match Is made. Would 
any man have thought this ? See the hell 
of having a false woman ! My bed shall be 
abus’d, my coffers ransack’d, my reputa¬ 
tion gnawn at; and I shall not only 
receive this villainous wrong, but stand 
under the adoption of abominable terms, 
and by him that does me this wrong. 
Terms ! names ! Amaimon sounds well; 
Lucifer, well; Barbason, well; yet they 
are devils’ additions, the names of fiends. 
But cuckold ! Wittol I Cuckold ! the devil 
himself hath not such a name. Page is an 
ass, a secure ass ; he will trust his wife; 
he will not be jealous; I will rather trust 
a Fleming with my butter. Parson fiugh 
the Welshman with my cheese, an Irish¬ 
man with my aqua-vit® bottle, or a thief 
to walk my ambling gelding, than my wife 
with herself. Then she plots, then she 
ruminates, then she devises ; and what 
they think in their hearts they may elfect, 
they will break their hearts but they will 
effect. God be prais’d for my jealousy ! 
Eleven o’clock the hour. I will prevent 
this, detect my wife, be reveng’d on luil- 
staff, and laugli at Page. I will about it; 
better three hours too soon than a minute 
too late. Fie, fie, fie ! cuckold ! cuckold ! 
cuckold I lExd. 279 

ScLNK 111. A field tiear Windsor, 
Enter Caius and Rugby. 

Cains. Jack Rugby I 
Rug. Sir ? 

Caius. Vat is de clock, Jack ? 

Rug. ’Tis past the hour, sir, that Sir 
Hugh promis’d to meet. 5 

Caius. By gar, he has save his soul dat 
he is no come ; he has pray his Pible well 
dat he is no come ; by gar, Jack Rugby, he 
is dead already, if he be come. 

Rug. He is wise, sir; he knew your 
worship w ould kill him if he came. 10 
Caius. By gar, de herring is no dead so as 
I vill kill him. Take your rapier, Jack; I 
vill tcIT you how I vill kill him. 

Rug. Alas, sir, 1 cannot fence ! 

Cuius. Villainy, take your rapier, 15 
Rug. Forbear ; here’s company, 

Enkr Host, Shallow, Slhnder and Pace, 

Host. Bless thee, bully doctor! 

S/ml. Save you, Master Doctor Caius I 
Page. Now, good Master IToctor I 
Slen. Give you good morrow, sir, «o 
Caius. Vat be all you, one, two, tree, 
four, come for ? 

Host. To see thee fight, to see thee foin, 
to see thee traverse; to sec thee here, to 
see thee there ; to see thee pass thy punto, 
thy stock, thy reverse, thy distance, thy 
montant. Is he dead, my Ethiopian ? Is Ito 
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dead, my Francisco ? Ha, bully I What says 
my iEsculapius ? my Galen ? my heart of 
elder ? Ha! is he dead, bully stale ? Is he 
dead ? 

Cams. By gar, he is de coward Jack 
priest of dc vorld ; he is not show his face. 

Host Thou art a Castalion-King-Urinal. 
Hector of Greece, my boy ! 31 

Cams. I pray you, bear witness that me 
hav^e stay six or seven, two tree hours for 
him, and he is no come. 

ShaL He is the wiser man, Master 
Doctor: he is a curer of souls, and you a 
direr of bodies ; if you should fight, you 
go against the hair of your professions. Is 
it not true, Master Page ? 3 

Page. Master Shallow, you have yourself 
been a great fighter, though now a man of 
peace. 39 

Shal. Bodykins, Master Page, though I 

now be old, and of the peace, if I see a 
sword out, my finger itches to make one. 
Though we are justices, and doctors, and 
churchmen, Master Page, we have some 
salt of our youth in us ; we arc the sons of 
women. Master Page. 

Page. ’Tis true. Master Shallow. 45 

Shal. It will be found so. Master Page. 
Master Doctor Cains, 1 am come to fetch 
you home. I am sworn of the peace ; you 
have show’d yourself a wise physician, and 
Sir Hugh hath shown himself a wise and 
patient churchman. You must go with me, 
Master Doctor. 

Host. Pardon, Guest Justice, A word, 
Mounseiu* Mockwatcr. 

Cains. Mock-vatcr ! Vat is dat ? 

Host. Mockwater, in our English tongue, 
is valour, bully. 

Cains. By gar, then I have as much 
mockvater as de Englishman. Scurvy 
jack-dog priest! By gar, me vill cut his ears. 

Host. He will clapper-claw thee tightly, 
bully. 

Cains. Clappcr-de-claw ! Vat is dat ? (><* 
Host. That is, he will make thee amends. 
Catus. By gar, me do look he shall 
clapper-de-claw me; for, by gar, me vill 
have it. 

Host. And I will provoke him to't, or let 
him wag. 

Cains. Me tank you for dat. <^3 

Host. And, moreover, bully—but first; 
[Aside to the others] Master Guest, and 
Master Page, and eke Cavaleiro Slender, 
go you through the town to Frogmore. os 
Page. [Aside! Sir Hugh is there, is he ? 
Host. [Aside] He is there. See what 
hiimour he is in; and I will bring the 
doctor about by the fields. Will it do well ? 
Shal. [Aside] We will do it. 73 

Page, Shal., and Slen. Adieu, good Master 
Doctor. [Exeunt Page, Shallow, and Slender. 
Caius. By gar, me vill kill de priest; for 


he speak for a jack-an-apc to Anne Page. 

Host. Let him die. Sheathe thy im¬ 
patience ; throw cold water on thy choler ; 
go about the fields with me through Frog- 
more ; I will bring thee where Mistress 
Anne Page is, at a farm-house, a-fcasting; 
and thou shalt woo her. Cried game \ Said 
I well ? 

Caius. By gar, me dank you vor dat; by 
gar, I love you ; and I shall procure-a you 
de good guest, de earl, de knight, de lords, 
de gentlemen, my patients, «4 

Host. For the which I will be thy ad¬ 
versary toward Anne Page. Said I well ? 
Caius. By gar, 'tis good ; veil said. 

Host. Let us wag, then. 

Caius. Come at my heels. Jack Rugby. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT THREE 

Sci-NB 1 . A field Jtear Frogmore. 
Enter Sir Hugh Evans and Simple. 

Evans. 1 pray you now. good Master 
Slender’s serving-man, and friend Simple 
by your name, which way have you look'd 
for Master Caius, that calls himself Doctor 
of Physic ? 4 

Sim. Marry, sir, the pittie-w^ard, the 
park-ward; every w^ay; old Windsor 
way, and every way but the town way. 

Evans. I most fehemently desire you you 
will also look that way. « 

Sim. I will, sir. [Exit. 

Evans. Pless my soul, how' full of chollors 
I am, and trempling of mind ! I shall be 
glad if he have deceived me. How melan¬ 
cholies 1 am ! 1 will knog his urinals about 
his knave’s costard when I have goot 
opportunities for the ork. Pless my soul! 

[Sings. 

To sliallow rivers, to whose falls 15 
Melodious birds sing madrigals ; 

There will we make our peds of roses, 
And a thousand fragrant posies. 

To shallow— 

Mercy on me! I have a great dispositions 
to cry. [Sings. 

Melodious birds sing madrigals— 21 

Whenas I sat in Pabylon— 

And a thousand vagram posies. 

To shallow, etc. 

Re-enter Simple. 

Sim. Yonder he is, coming this way, Sir 
Hugh. .5 

Evans. He's welcome. [Sings. 

To shallow rivers, to whose falls— 

Heaven prosper the right! What weapons 
is he ? 

Sim. No weapons, sir. There comes rny 
master. Master Shallow, and another gentle- 
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man, from Frogmorc, over the stile, this 
way. 31 

Evans. Pray you give me my gown ; or 
else keep it in your arms. [Takes oui a book 

Enter Pack, Shallow, and Sllnder. 

Shal. How now, Master Parson ! Good 
morrow, good Sir Hugh. Keep a gamester 
from the dice, and a good student from his 
book, and it is wonderful. 

Slen. [Aside] Ah, sweet Anne Page ! 
Page. Save you, good Sir Hugh ! 

Evans. Pless you from his mercy .sake, 
all of you ! 30 

Shal. What, the sword and the word! 
Do you study them both, Master Parson ? 

Page. And youthful still, in your doublet 
and hose, this raw rheumatic day ! 

Evans. There is reasons and causes for it. 
Page. We are come to you to do a good 
office, Master Parson. 

Evans. Fery well; what is it ? 

Page. Yonder is a most reverend gentle¬ 
man, who, belike having received wrong by 
some person, is at most odds with his owm 
gravity and patience that ever you saw, 5- 
Shal. 1 have lived fourscore years and 
upw ard ; 1 never heard a man of his place, 
gravity, and learning, so wide of his own 
respect. 

Evans. What is he ? 31 

Page. I think you know him: Master 
Doctor Caius, the renowned French 
physician. 

Evans. Got’s will and his passion of my 
heart! 1 had as lief you would tell me of a 
mess of porridge. 

Page. Why ? 5 / 

Evans. He has no more knowledge in 
Hibocrates and Galen, and he is a knave 
besides—a cowardly knave as you would 
desires to be acquainted withal. 

Page. I warrant you, he’s the man should 
fight with him. 

Slen. [Aside] O sweet Anne Page ! "s 
Shal. It appears so, by his weapons. 
Keep them asunder; here comes Doctor 
Caius. 

Enter Host, Caius, and Rugby. 

Page. Nay, good Master Parson, keep in 
your weapon. 

ShaL So do you, good Master Doctor. <*0 
Host. Disarm them, and let them ques¬ 
tion ; let them keep their limbs whole and 
hack our English. yi 

Cains. 1 pray you, let-a me speak a word 
with your ear. Verefore vill you not meet-a 
me ? 

Evans. [Aside to Cams] Pray you use 
your patience; in good time. 75 

Caius. By gar, you are dc coward, de 
Jack dog, John ape. 

Evans. [Aside to Caius] Pray you, let us 
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not be laughing-stocks to other men’s 
humours; I desire you in friendship, and 
I will one way or other make you amends. 
[Aloud] 1 will knog your urinals about your 
knave’s cogseomb for missing your meet¬ 
ings and appcflitments. «-• 

Caius. Diable! Jack Rugby—mine Host 
de Jarteer—have 1 not stay for him to 
kill him ? Have I not, at de place 1 did 
appoint ? 83 

Evans. As I am a Christians soul, now, 
look you, this is the place appointed. I’ll be 
judgment by mine host of the Garter. 

Host. Peace, I say, Gallia and Gaul, 
French and Welsh, sou!-curer and body- 
curer. 00 

Caius. Ay, dat is very good I excellent! 

Host. Peace, I say. Hear mine host of the 
Garter. Am I politic ? am 1 subtle ? am 1 a 
Machiavel ? Shall I lose my doctor ? No ; 
he gives me the potions and the motions. 
Shall I lose my parson, my priest, my Sir 
Hugh ? No; he gives me the proverbs and 
the noverb.s. Give me thy hand, terrestrial ; 
so. Give me thy hand, celestial; so. Boys 
of art, I have deceiv’d you both; I have 
directed you to wrong places ; your hearts 
are mighty, your skins are whole, and let 
burnt sack be the issue. Come, lay their 
swords to pawn. Follow me, lads of peace ; 
follow', follow, follow'. 10-' 

Shal. Trust me, a mad host. Follow, 
gentlemen, follow. 

Slen. [Aside] O sweet Anne Page! 105 

[Exeunf all but Caius and Evans. 

Caius. Ha, do I perceive dat ? Have you 
inake-a de sot of us, ha, ha ? 

Evans. This is well; he has made us his 
vioiiting-stog. I desire you that we may be 
friends ; and let us knog our prains together 
to be revenge on this same scall, scurvy, 
cogging companion, the host of the Garter. 

Caius. By gar, with all my heart. He 
promise to bring me where is Anne Page ; 
bv gar, he deceive me too. ; 

Evans. Well, I will smite his noddles. 
Pray you follow. [Exeunt, 

Scene U. The street in Windsor. 

Enter Mistress Page and Rodin. 

Mrs. Page. Nay, keep your way, little 
gallant; you were wont to be a follower, 
but now you are a leader. Whether had 
you rather lead mine eyes, or eye your 
master’s heels ? 

Rob. I had rather, forsooth, go before you 
like a man than follow him like a dwarf, s 

Mrs. Page. O, you are a flattering boy; 
now I see you’ll be a courtier. 

Enter Ford. 

Ford. Well met, Mistress Page. Whither 
go you ? 
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Mrs. Page, Truly, sir, to see your wife. 
Is she at home ? > 

Ford, Ay ; and as idle as she may hang 
together, for want of company. I think, if 
your husbands were dead, you two would 
marry. i - 

Mrs. Page, Be sure of that—two other 
husbands. 

Ford, Where had you this pretty weather¬ 
cock ? 

Mrs. Page, 1 cannot tell what the 
dickens his name is my husband had him 
of. What do you call your knight’s name, 
sirrah ? 

Rob, Sir John Falstaff. 

Ford, Sir John FalstalT! 

Mrs. Page. He, he ; I can never hit on’s 
name. There is such a league between my 
good man and he ! Is your wife at home 
indeed ? 

Ford. Indeed she is. -m 

Mrs, Page, By your leave, sir. I am sick 
till I see her, [Exeunt Mrs. Page and Robin. 

Ford. Has Page any brains ? Hath he 
any eyes ? Hath he any thinking ? Sure, 
they sleep : he hath no use of them. Why, 
this boy will carry a letter twenty mile as 
easy as a cannon will shoot pointblank 
twelve score. He pieces out his wife’s 
inclination ; he gives her folly motion and 
advantage ; and now she’s going to my 
wife, and FalstafT’s boy with her. A man 
may hear this show’r sing in the wind. And 
FalstatT’s boy with her! Good plots! They 
are laid ; and our revolted wives share 
damnation together. Well; I will take 
him, then torture my wife, pluck the 
borrowed veil of modesty from the so 
seeming Mistress Page, divulge Page him¬ 
self for a secure and wilful Actajon ; and to 
these violent proceedings all my neighbours 
shall cry aim. [Clock strikes] IJic clock 
gives me my cue, and my assurance bids me 
search ; there 1 shall find Falstaff. 1 shall 
be rather prais'd for this than mock'd ; for 
it is as positive as the earth is firm that 
Falstaff is there, 1 will go. « 

Enier Page, Shallow, Slender, Host, 

Sir Hugh Evans, Caius. and Rugby. 

Shot., Page. &c. Well met. Master Ford. 

Ford. Trust me, a good knot; I have 
good cheer at home, and I pray you all go 
with me. t» 

Shal. 1 must excu.se myself, Master Ford. 

Slen. And so must 1, sir; we have 
appointed to dine with Mistress Anne, and 
1 would not break with her for more money 
than I’ll speak of. 

Skal. We have linger’d about a match 
between Anne Page and my cousin Slender, 
and this day we shall have our answer, 

Slen. I hope I have your good will, father 
Page, 


Page. You have, Master Slender ; I stand 
wholly for you. But my wife, Master 
Doctor, is for you altogether. 

Caius. Ay, be-gar; and dc maid is 
love-a me ; my niirsh-a Quickly tell me so 
mush. v> 

Host. What say you to young Master 
Fenton ? He capers, he dances, he has eyes 
of youth, he WTites verses, he speaks 
holiday, he smells April and May ; he will 
carry't, he will carry't ; 'tis in his buttons; 
he w'ill carry't. 

Page. Not by my consent, I promise you. 
The gentleman is of no having : he kept 
company with the wild Prince and Poins ; 
he is of too high a region, he knows too 
much. No, he shall not knit a knot in his 
fortunes with the finger of my substance; 
if he take her, let him take her simply j the 
wealth I have waits on my consent, and my 
consent goes not that way. (>? 

Ford, I beseech yon, heartily, some of you 
go home with me to dinner : besides your 
cheer, you shall have sport ; I will show 
you a monster. Master Doctor, you shall 
go; so shall you, Master Page ; and you, 
Sir Hugh. ; I 

Shal. Well, fare you well ; wc shall have 
the freer wooing at Master Page’s. 

[Hxeiinf Shallow and Sletider. 

Caius. Go home. John Rugby ; 1 come 
anon. I Ex if Rugfty. 

Host. Farewell, my heart.s ; 1 will to my 
honest knight Falstaff, and drink canary 
with him. [Exit Host. 

Ford. [Aside] I think 1 shall drink in 
pipe-wine first with him ; I'll make him 
dance. Will you go, gentles ? 

All. Have with you to see this monster. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. Ford*s house. 

Enier Mistress Ford and Mistress Page. 

Mrs. Ford. What, John! what, Robert! 

Mrs. Page. Quickly, quickly! Is the 
buck-basket— 

Mrs. Ford. I warrant. What, Robin, I 
say! 

Enter Servants with a basket. 

Mrs. Page. Come, come, come. 

Mrs. Ford. Here, set it down. 

Mrs. Page. Give your men the charge; 
we must be brief. 

Mrs. Ford. Marry, as I told you before, 
John and Robert, be ready here hard by in 
the brew-house ; and w'hen I suddenly call 
you, come forth, and, without any pause or 
staggering, take this basket on your 
shoulders. That done, trudge with it iii all 
haste, and carry it among the whitsters in 
patchet Mead, and there empty it in the 
muddy ditch close by the Thames side. i 
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Mrs. Page. You will do it ? 

Mrs. Ford. I ha’ told them over and 
over ; they lack no direction. Be gone^ 
and come when you are call’d. if 

[Exeunt Servants. 

Mrs. Page. Here comes little Robin. 

Enter Robin. 

Mrs. Ford. How now, my eyas-musket, 
what news with you ? 

Rob. My master Sir John is come in at 
your back-door, Mistress Ford, and re¬ 
quests your company. 

Mrs. Page. You little Jack-a-Lent, have 
you been true to us ? 

Rob. Ay, ril be sworn. My master knows 
not of your being here, and hath threat’ncd 
to put me into everlasting liberty, if I tell 
you of it; for he swears he'll turn me away. 

Mrs. Page. Thou 'rt a good boy ; this 
secrecy of thine shall be a tailor to thee, 
and shall make thee a new doublet and 
hose, ril go hide me. 

Mrs, Ford. Do so. Go tell thy master 1 
am alone, Robin] Mistress Page, 

remember you your cue. 31 

Mrs. Page. I warrant thee; if 1 do not 
act it, hiss me. [Exit Mrs. Page. 

Mrs. Ford. Go to, then ; we’ll use this 
unwholesome humidity, this gross wat’ry 
pumpion ; we’ll teach him to know turtles 
from jays. 33 

Euler Falstaff. 

Fal. Have 1 caught thee, my heavenly 
jewel ? 

Why, now let me die, for I have liv’d long 
enough; this is the period of my ambition. 
O this blessed hour ! 

Mrs. Ford. O sweet Sir John ! yi 

Fal. Mistress Ford, I cannot cog, I cannot 
preUe, Mistress Ford. Now shall I sin in my 
wish; 1 would thy husband were dead ; 
ril speak it before the best lord, I would 
make thee my lady. 

Mrs. Ford. I your lady. Sir John ? Alas, 
1 should be a pitiful lady. 43 

Fal. Let the court of France show me 
such another. I see how thine eye would 
emulate the diamond ; thou hast the right 
arched beauty of the brow that becomes 
the ship-tire, the tire-valiant, or any tire of 
Venetian admittance. 4 <j 

Mrs. Ford. A plain kerchief. Sir John ,* 
my brows become nothing else, nor that 
well neither. 31 

Fal. By the Lord, thou art a tyrant to 

say so; thou wouldst make an absolute 

courtier, and the firm fixture of thy foot 
would give an excellent motion to thy 
gait in a semi-circled farthingale. I see 
w'hat thou wert, if Fortune thy foe were, 
not Nature, thy friend. Come, thou canst j 
not hide it. 50 1 
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Mrs. Ford. Believe me, there's no such 
thing in me. 

Fal. What made me love thee ? Let that 
persuade thee there's something extra¬ 
ordinary in thee. Come, I cannot cog, and 
say thou art this and that, like a many 
of these lisping hawthorn-buds that come 
like women in men’s apparel, and smell like 
Bucklersbury in simple time; I cannot ; 
but 1 love thee, none but thee; and thou 
dcserv'st it. f )3 

Mrs. Ford. Do not betray me, sir ; I fear 
you love Mistress Page. 

Fal. Thou mightst as well say I love to 
walk by the Counter-gate, which is as 
hateful to me as the reek of a lime-kiln. 

Mrs. Ford. Well, heaven knows how I 
love you; and you shall one day find it. 

Fal. Keep in that mind ; I’ll deserve it. 

Mrs. Ford. Nay. 1 must tell you, so you 
do ; or else I could not be in that mind. 73 

Rob. IWifhin) Mistress Ford, Mistress 
Ford! here’s Mistress Page at the door, 
sweating and blowing and locking wildly, 
and would needs speak with you presently. 

Fal. She shall not see me ; I will en¬ 
sconce me behind the arras. 7 s 

Mrs. Ford. Pray you, do so ; she’s a very 
tattling woman. [Falstaff hides himself. 

Re-otier Mistress Page and Robin. 

W’hat’s the matter ? How now ! Bi 

Mrs. Page. O Mistress Ford, what have 
you done ? You’re sham’d, y’are over¬ 
thrown, y’are undone for ever. 

Mrs. Ford. What’s the matter, good 
Mistress Page ? 

Mrs. Page. O well-a-day, Mistress Ford, 
having an honest man to your husband, to 
give him such cause of suspicion ! s; 

Mrs. Ford. What cause of suspicion ? 

Mrs. Page. What cause of suspicion ? 
Out upon you, how am I mistook in you! 

Mrs. Ford. Why, alas, what's the matter? 

Mrs. Page. Your husband’s coming 
hither, woman, with all the officers in 
Windsor, to search for a gentleman that 
he says is here now in the house, by your 
consent, to take an ill advantage of his 
absence. You are undone. 95 

Mrs. Ford. 'Tis not so, I hope. 

Mrs. Page. Pray heaven it be not so that 
you have such a man here; but 'tis most 
certain your husband 's coming, with half 
Windsor at his heels, to search for such a 
one. I come before to tell you. If you 
know yourself clear, why, I am glad of it; 
but if you have a friend here, convey, 
convey him out. Be not amaz'd ; call all 
your senses to you ; defend your reputa¬ 
tion, or bid farewell to your good life for 
ever. i<j 4 

Mrs. Ford. What shall I do ? There is a 
gentleman, my dear friend ; and I fear not 
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mine own shame so much as his peril. I had 
rather than a thousand pound he were out 
of the house. ioh 

Mrs. Page. For shame, never stand * you 
had rather * and ‘ you had rather * I Your 
husband*s here at hand; bethink you of 
some conveyance ; in the house you cannot 
hide him. O, how have you deceiv’d me! 
Look, here is a basket; if he be of any 
reasonable stature, he may creep in here; 
and throw foul linen upon him, as if it 
were going to bucking, or—it is whiting¬ 
time—send him by your two men to Datchet 
Mead. 

Mrs. Ford, He's too big to go in there. 
What shall I do ? 

FaL IComing forward] Let me see't, let 
me see’t. O let me sec’t! I'll in. I’ll in; 
follow your friend’s counsel; I’ll in. 

Mrs. Page, What, Sir John FalstaffI 
[Aside to Falslaff] Are these your letters, 
knight ? 

Fal. [Aside to Mrs. Page] I love thee and 
none but thee; help me away.—Let me 
creep in here ; I’ll never— 325 

[Gets into the basket ; they cover him 
with foul linen, 

Mrs. Page. Help to cover your master, 
boy. Call your men, Mistress Ford. You 
dissembling knight! 

Mrs. Ford, What, John 1 Robert I John ! 

[Exit Robin, 

Re-enter Servants. 

Go, take up these clothes here, quickly ; 
where's the cowl-staff ? Look how you 
drumble. Carry them to the laundress in 
Datchet Mead ; quickly, come. ijj 

Enter Ford, Page, Caius, and Sir Hugh 
Evans. 

Ford. Pray you come near. If 1 suspect 
without cause, why then make sport at me, 
then let me be your jest; 1 deserve it. 
How now, whither bear you this ? 

Serv, To the laundress, forsooth, 135 

Mrs. Ford, Why, what have you to do 
whither they bear it ? You were best 
meddle with buck-washing. 137 

Ford. Buck ? I would 1 could wash my¬ 
self of the buck I Buck, buck, buck ! ay, 
buck! I warrant you, buck; and of the 
season too, it shall appear. [Examt 
Servants with the basket] Gentlemen, 1 have 
dream’d to-night; I’ll tell you my dream. 
Here, here, here be my keys ; ascend my 
chambers, search, seek, find oat. I’ll 
warrant we’ll unkennel the fox. Let me 
stop this way first. [Locking the door] So, 
now uncape. 145 

Page, Good Master Ford, be contented; 
you wrong yourself too much, I 

Ford, True, Master Page. Up, gentle-! 


men, you shall see sport anon ; follow me, 
gentlemen. [Exit. 

Evans, This is fery fantastical humours 
and jealousies. 3 

Caius, By gar, *tis no the fashion of 
France ; it is not Jealous in France. 

Page, Nay, follow him, gentlemen ; see 
the issue of his search. 

[Exeunt Evans, Page, and Caius, 
Mrs. Page, Is there not a double excel¬ 
lency in this ? i .=)5 

Mrs. Ford. I know not which pleases me 
better, that my husband is deceived, or 
Sir John. 357 

Mrs. Page. What a taking was he in 
when your husband ask’d who was in the 
basket I 

Mrs. Ford. I am half afraid he will have 
liecd of washing ; so throwing him into the 
water will do him a benefit. if»i 

Mrs. Page, Hang him, dishonest rascal! 
I would all of the same strain were in the 
same distress. 

Mrs, Ford. 1 think my husband hath 
some special suspicion of FalstafT’s being 
here, for 1 never saw him so gross in his 
jealousy till now. 106 

Mrs. Page. I will lay a plot to try that, 
and we will yet have more tricks with 
Falstaff. His dissolute disease will scarce 
obey this medicine. 

Mrs. Ford. Shall we send that foolish 
carrion. Mistress Quickly, to him. and 
excuse his throwing into the water, and 
give him another hope, to betray liim to 
another punishment ? 173 

Mrs. Page. We will do it; let him be 
sent for to-morrow eight o’clock, to havj 
amends. 175 

Re-enter Ford, Page, Caius, and Sir Hugh 
Evans. 

Ford. I cannot find him ; may be the 
knave bragg’d of that he could not compass. 

Mrs. Page. [Aside to Mrs. Ford] Heard 
you that ? 1 rs 

Mrs. Ford. You use me well, Master 
Ford, do you ? 

Ford, Ay, I do so. im> 

Mrs. Ford. Heaven make you better than 
your thoughts 1 
Ford, Amen. 

Mrs. Page. You do yourself mighty 

wrong, Master Ford. 

Ford. Ay, ay ; I must bear it. 185 

Evans. If there be any pody in the house, 
and in the chambers, and in the coffers, and 
in the presses, heaven forgive my sins at 
the day of judgment! 

Caius. Be gar, nor I too; there is no 

bodies. 189 

Page, Fie, fie, Master Ford, are you not 
asham’d ? What spirit, what devil suggests 
this imagination ? I would not ha’ your 
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distemper in this kind for the wealth of 
Windsor Castle. 

Ford, *Tis my fault. Master Page; I suffer 
for it. 

Evans, You suffer for a pad conscience. 
Your wife is as honest a omans as I will 
desires among five thousand, and five 
hundred too. 

Cains, By gar, I see ’tis an honest 
woman. 

Ford, Well, I promis’d you a dinner. 
Come, come, walk in the Park. 1 pray you 
pardon me; 1 will hereafter make known 
to you why 1 have done this. Come, wife, 
come. Mistress Page; I pray you pardon 
me ; pray heartly, pardon me. 

Page. Let's go in, gentlemen ; but, trust 
me, we'll mock him. I do invite you to- 
morrow morning to my house to breakfast; 
after, we’ll a-birding together; 1 have a 
fine hawk for the bush. Shall it be so ? ^ 

Ford. Any thing. 

Evans. If there is one, I shall make two 
in the company. ..jo 

Cains. If there be one or two, I shall 

make-a the tiiid. 

Ford. Pray you go, Master Page. 

Evans. I pray you nows remembrance 
to-morrow on the lousy knave, mine host. 

Cains. Dat is good ; by gar, with all my 
heart, -J5 

Evans. A lousy knave, to have his gibes 

and his mockeries! [Exeuni. 

Scene IV. Before Page*s house. 
Enter Fenton and Anne Page. 

Fent. I see I cannot get thy father's love ; 
Therefore no more turn me to him, sweet 
Nan. 

Anne. Alas, how' then ? 

Fenl. Why. thou must be thyself. 

He doth object I am too great of birth ; 
And that, my state being gall’d with my 
expense, 

I seek to heal it only by his wealth. 

Besides these, other bars he lays before me, 
My riots past, my wild societies ; 

And tells me 'tis a thing impossible 
I should love thee but as a property. t- 
Anne. May be he tells you true. 

Fent. No, heaven so .speed me in my 
lime to come I 

Albeit I will confess thy father's wealth 
Was the first motive that I woo'd thee, 
Anne: 

Yet. wooing thee, I found thee of more 
value 15 

Than stamps in gold, or sums in sealed bags; 
And 'tis the very riches of thyself 
That now I aim at. 

Anne. Gentle Master Fenton, 

Yet seek my father’s love ; still seek it, sir. 
If opportunity and humblest suit 20 
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Cannot attain it, why then—hark you 
hither. [They converse apart. 

Enter Shallow, Slender, and 
Mistress Quickly, 

Sfial. Break their talk. Mistress Quickly ; 
my kinsman shall speak for himself. 

Slen. I’ll make a shaft or a bolt on 't ; 
'slid, 'tis but venturing. *5 

Shal. Be not dismay’d. 

Slen. No, she shall not dismay me. I care 
not for that, but that I am afeard. 

Quick. Hark ye, Master Slender w\nild 
speak a word with you. 

Anne, I come to him. [Aside] This is my 
father’s choice. 

O, what a world of vile ill-favour'd faults 
Looks handsome in three hundred pounds 
a year! 

Quick. And how does good Master 
Fenton ? Pray you, a word with you. 

Shal. She’s coming ; to her, coz. O boy, 
thou hadst a father ! 

Slen, I had a father, Mistress Anue ; my 
uncle can tell you good jests of him. Pray 
you, uncle, tell Mistress Anne the jest how 
my father stole two geese out of a pen, 
good uncle. 11 

Shal, Mistress Anne, my cousin loves you. 
Slen. Ay, that 1 do ; as well as 1 love any 
w’oman in Gloucestershire. 

Shal, He will maintain you like a gentle¬ 
woman. 4 > 

Slen, Ay, that I wall come cut and long- 
tail, under the degree of a squire. 

Shal. He will make you a hundred and 
fifty pounds jointure. 

Anne. Good Master Shallow, let him woo 
for himself. v' 

Shal. Marry, I thank you for it; I thank 
you for that good comfort. She calls you, 
coz ; I’ll leave you. 

Anne. Now, Master Slender— 

Slen. Now, good Mistress Anne— 

Anne. What is your wili ? :v 

Slen. My will! 'Od’s heart lings, that’s a 
pretty jest indeed I 1 ne’er made my w ill 
yet, I thank heaven ; I am not such a 
sickly creature, I give heaven praise. 

Anne. I mean, Master Slender, what 
would you with me ? ^><> 

Slen. Truly, for mine own part I would 
little or nothing wit!) you. Your father and 
my uncle hath made motions ; if it be my 
luck, so; if not, happy man be his dole I 
They can tell you how things go better than 
I can. You may ask your father ; here he 
comes. 03 

Enter Page and Mistress Page. 

Page. Now, Master Slender I Love him, 
daughter Anne— 

Why. how now, what does Master Fenton 
here ? 
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You wrong me, sir, thus still to haunt my 
house. 

I told you, sir, my daughter is dispos’d of. 

Petit, Nay, Master Page, be not im¬ 
patient. 

Mrs. Page. Good Master Fenton, come 
not to my child. 

Page, She is no match for you. 

Pent, Sir, will you hear me ? 

Page, No, good Master Fenton. 

Come, Master Shallow ; come, son Slender; 
in. 

Knowing my mind, you wrong me. Master 
Fenton. rs 

[Exeunt Page, Shallow, and Slender, 

Quick. Speak to Mistress Page. 

Pent, Good Mistress Page, for that I love 
your daughter 

In such a righteous fashion as I do. 
Perforce, against all checks, rebukes, and 
manners, 

1 must advance the colours of my love, «<) 
And not retire. Let me have your good will. 

Anne. Good mother, do not marry me to 
yond fool. 

Mrs. Page. I mean it not; I seek you a 
better husband. 

Quick. That’s my master. Master Doctor. 

Ainie. Alas, I had rather be set quick i’ 
th’ earth, ss 

And bowl'd to death with turnips. 

Mrs. Page. Come, trouble not yourself. 
Good Master Fenton, 

I will not be your friend, nor enemy ; 

My daughter will 1 question how she loves 
you, 

And as I find her, so am I affected ; ;<• 

Till then, farewcli, sir ; she must needs 
go in ; 

Her father will be angry. 

Pent. Farewell, gentle mistress; fare¬ 
well, Nan. 

[ExetnU Mrs. Page and Anne. 

Quick, This is my doing now : ‘ Nay,’ 
said 1 ‘ will you cast away your child on a 
fool, and a physician ? Look on Master 
Fenton This is my doing. 

Pent. I thank thee; and I pray thee, 
once to-night 

Give my sweet Nan this ring. There’s for 
thy pains. 

Quick. Now Heaven send thee good 
fortune! [Exit Feniou] A kind heart he 
hath ; a woman would run through fire and 
water for such a kind heart. But yet 1 
would my master had Mistress Anne ; or I 
would Master Slender had her; or, in 
sooth, I would Master Fent^ju had her; I 
will do what I can for them ali three, for so 
1 have promis’d, and I’ll be as good as my 
word; but speciously for Master Fenton. 
WeU, 1 must of another errand to Sir John 
Falstaff from my two mistresses. What a 
beast am I to slack it I [Exit, 


ScKNE V. The Garter Inn, 

Enter Falstaff and Bardolph. 

Pal. Bardolph, I say ! 

Bard. Here, sir. 

Pal. Go fetch me a quart of sack ; put a 
toast in't. [Exit Bard.] Have I liv'd to be 
carried in a basket, like a barrow of 
butcher's offal, and to be thrown in the 
Thames ? Well, if I be serv’d such another 
trick. I’ll have my brains ta’en out and 
butter’d, and give them to a dog for a new- 
year’s gift. The rogues slighted me into the 
river with as little remorse as they would 
have drowm’d a blind bitch’s puppies, 
fifteen i’ th’ litter ; and you may know by 
my size that I have a kind of alacrity in 
sinking ; if the bottom were as deep as hell 
I should down. I had been drown'd but 
that the shore was shelvy and shallow—a 
death that I abhor; for the water swells a 
man ; and what a thing should I have been 
when I had been swell'd ! I should have 
been a mountain of mummy. n. 

Re-enter Bardolph, with sack. 

Bard. Here’s Mistress Quickly, sir, to 
speak with you. 

Fat, Come, let me pour in some sack to 
the Thames water; for my belly’s as cold 
as if 1 had swallow’d snow-balls for pills to 
cool the reins. Call her in. ^» 

Bard. Come in, woman. 

Enter Mistress Quickly. 

Quick. By your leave ; I cry you mercy. 
Give your worship good morrow. 

Fat. Take away these chalices. Go, brew 
me a pottle of sack finely. .:5 

Bard, With eggs, sir ? 

Pal. Simple of itself; I’ll no pullet-sperm 
in my brewage. [Exif Bardolph] How now I 
Quick. Marry, sir, 1 come to your worship 
from Mistress Ford. 

Pal, Mistress Ford! I have had ford 
enough; I was thrown into the ford; I 
have my belly full of ford. 

Quick. Alas the day, good heart, that 
was not her fault! She does so take on with 
her men ; they mistook their erection, 
Pal. So did I mine, to build upon a 
foolish woman’s promise. 

Quick. Well, she laments, sir, for it, that 
it would yearn your heart to see it. Her 
husband goes this morning a-birding ; she 
desires you once more to come to her 
between eight and nine ; I must carry her 
word quickly. She’ll make you amends, I 
warrant you. 4 - 

Fal. Well, I will visit her. Tell her so; 
and bid her think what a man is. Let her 
consider his frailty, and then judge of my 
merit. a 5 

Quick, I will tell her. 
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FaL Do so. Between nine and ten, say'st 
thou ? 

Quick, Eight and nine, sir. 

FaL Well, be gone ; I will not miss her. 

Quick, Peace be with you, sir. [Exit, 

FaL I marvel I hear not of Master 
Brook ; he sent me word to stay within. 
I like his money well. O, here he comes. 

Enter Ford disguised. 

Ford, Bless you, sir ! 51 

FaL Now, Master Brook, you come to 
know what hath pass’d bctw'ecn me and 
Ford’s wife ? 

Ford, That, indeed. Sir John, is my 
business. 

FaL Master Brook. I will not lie to you : 
I was at her house the hour she appointed 
me. 

Ford. And sped you, sir? 

FaL Very ill-favouredly. Master Brook. 

Ford, How so, sir; did she change her 
determination ? <‘- 

Fal, No, Master Brook ,* but the peaking 
cornuto her husband, Master Brook, dwell¬ 
ing in a continual ’larum of jealousy, comes 
me in the instant of our encounter, after we 
had embrac’d, kiss’d, protested, and, as it 
were, spoke the prologue of our comedy; 
and at his heels a rabble of his companions, 
thither provoked and instigated by his 
distemper, and, forsooth, to search his 
house for his wife’s love. 

Ford, What, while you were there ? 

FaL While I was there. 

Ford, And did he search for you, and 
could not find you ? 74 

FaL You shall hear. As good luck would 
have it, comes in one Mistress Page, gives 
intelligence of Ford's approach; and. in 
her invention and Ford’s wife’s distraction, 
they convey'd me into a buck-basket. 

Ford, A buck-basket! 70 

Fal, By the Lord, a buck-basket! 
Ramm'd me in with foul shirts and smocks, 
socks, foul stockings, greasy napkins, that. 
Master Brook, there was the rankest com¬ 
pound of villainous smell that ever offended 
nostril. 

Ford, And how long lay you there ? 84 

Fal. Nay, you shall hear, Master Brook, 
what I have suffer’d to bring this woman to 
evil for your good. Being thus cramm’d in 
the basket, a couple of Ford’s knaves, his 
hinds, were call’d forth by their mistress to 
carry me in the name of foul clothes to 
Datchet Lane; they took me on their i 
shoulders; met the jealous knave their | 
master in the door; who ask’d them once j 
or twice what they had in their basket. I j 
quak’d for fear lest the lunatic knave would; 
have search’d it; but Fate, ordaining he! 
should be a cuckold, held his hand. Well,. 
on went he for a search, and away went 11 
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for foul clothes. But mark the sequel. 
Master Brook—I suffered the pangs of 
three several deaths: first, an intolerable 
fright to be detected with a jealous rotten 
bell-wether; next, to be compass’d like a 
good bilbo in the circumference of a peck, 
hilt to point, heel to head ; and then, to be 
stopp’d in like a strong distillation, with 
slimcing clothes that fretted in their own 
grease. Think of that—a man of my 
kidney. Think of that—that am as subject 
to heat as butter; a man of continual 
dissolution and thaw. It was a miracle to 
scape suffocation. And in the height of 
this bath, when I was more than half- 
stew'd in grease, like a Dutch dish, to be 
thrown into the Thames, and cool’d, glow¬ 
ing hot, in that surge, like a horse-shoe ; 
think of that—hissing hot. Think of that, 
Master Brook. 104 

Ford, In good sadness, sir, I am sorry 
that for my sake you have suffer’d all this. 
My suit, then, is desperate; you'll under¬ 
take her no more. 111 

Fal, Master Brook, 1 will be thrown into 
Etna, as 1 have been into Thames, ere 1 will 
leav'e her thus. Her husband is this morn¬ 
ing gone a-birding; I have received from 
her another embassy of meeting ; ’twixt 
eight and nine is the hour. Master Brook. 

Ford. ’Tis past eight already, sir. n? 

Fal, Is it ? I will then address me to my 
appointment. Come to me at your con¬ 
venient leisure, and you shall know how I 
speed; and the conclusion shall be 
crowned with your enjoying her. Adieu. 

You shall have her. Master Brv>ok : Master 
Brook, you shall cuckold Ford. \ExU. i.:.: 

Ford. Hum! ha! is this a vision ? Is this 
a dream ? Do I sleep ? Master Ford, awake; 
aw'akc. Master Ford. There’s a hole made 
in your best coat. Master Ford. This ’tis to 
be married ; this 'tis to have linen and 
buck-baskets I Well, I will proclaim myself 
what I am ; I will rmw take the lecher ; he 
is at my house. He cannot scape me; ’tis 
impossible he should ; he cannot creep into 
a halfpenny purse nor into a pepper box. 
But, lest the devil that guides him should 
aid him, I will search impossible places. 
Though what 1 am 1 cannot avoid, yet to 
be what I would not shall not make me 
tame. If I have horns to make one mad, 
let the proverb go with me—I'll be horn 
mad. [Exit. 131 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Windsor, A street. 

Enter Mistress Page, Mistress Quickly, 
and William. 

Mrs. Page, Is he at Master Ford’s 
already, think’st thou ? 

Quick, Sure he is by this; or will be 
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presently ; but truly he is very courageous 
mad about his throwing into the water. 
Mistress Ford desires you to come suddenly. 

Mrs. Page, Til be with her by and by; 
riJ but bring my young man here to school. 
Look where his master comes; ’tis a 
playing day, 1 see. 

Enter Sir Hugh Evans. 

How now, Sir Hugh, no school to-day ? 

Evans, No; Master Slender is let the 
boys leave to play. 

Quick, Blessing of his heart! 

Mrs. Page, Sir Hugh, my husband says 
my son profits nothing in the world at his 
book ; 1 pray you ask him some questions 
in his accidence. 

Evans. Come hither, William ; hold up 
your head ; come. 

Mrs. Page, t'omc on, sirrah ; hold up 
your head ; answer your master ; be not 
afraid. 

Evans, William, how many numbers is in 
nouns ? 

Will, Two. 

Quick. Truly, 1 thought there had been 
one number more, because they say ‘ Od’s 
nouns\ 

Evans, Peace your tattlings. What is 
* fair William ? 

Will. Pulcher. 

Quick. Polecats ! There are fairer things 
than polecats, sure. 2 *> 

Evans. You arc a very simplicity oman ; 
I pray you, peace. What is ' lapis ’, 
William ? 

Will. A stone, 

Evans. And what is ‘ a stone William ? 

Will. A pebble. v 

Evans, No, it is ‘ lapis ’; 1 pray you 
remember in your prain. 

Will. Lapis. 

Evans. That is a good William. What is 
he, William, that does lend articles ? 

Will. Articles are borrowed of the pro¬ 
noun, and be thus declined; Singulariter, 
nominativo; hie, haec, hoc. 

Evans. Nominativo, hig, hag, hog ; pray 
you, mark : genitivo, hujus. Well, what is 
your accusative case ? 4 ‘» 

Will, Accusative, hinc. 

Evans, 1 pray you, have your remem¬ 
brance, child. Accusative, hung, hang, 
hog. 

Quick. ‘ Hang-hog ’ is Latin for bacon, I 
warrant you. 

Evans. Leave your prabbles, oman. 
What is the focative case, William ? 40 

Will. O—vocativo, O, 

Evans, Remember, William: focative is 
caret. 

Quick. And that's a good root. 

Evans. Oman, forbear. 50 

Mrs. Page. Peace. 


Evans. What is your genitive case plural, 
WiUiam ? 

Will, Genitive case ? 

Evans. Ay. 

Will. Genitive : horum, harum, honim. 55 
Quick, Vengeance of Jenny's case ; lie on 
her! Never name her, child, if she be a 
whore. 

Evans, For shame, oman. 58 

Quick. You do ill to teach the child such 
words. He teaches him to hick and to hack, 
which they'll do fast enough of themselves ; 
and to call ‘ horum '; lie upon you ! 02 

Evans. Oman, art thou lunatics ? Hast 
thou no understandings for thy cases, and 
the numbers of the genders ? Thou art as 
foolish Christian creatures as I would 
desires. ^>5 

Mrs. Page, Prithee hold thy peace. 
Evans, Show me now’, William, some 
declensions of your pronouns. 

W’ill. FotvSooth, I have forgot. 09 

Evans, It is qui, qux‘, quod ; if you forget 
your qui’s, your quae's, and your quod's, 
you must be precches. Go your ways 
and play ; go. 7 ? 

Mrs. Page, He is a better scholar than I 
thought he was. 

Evans, He is a good sprag memory. Fare¬ 
well, Mistress Page. 76 

Mrs. Page. Adieu, good Sir Hugh. [Exif 
Sir Hugh] Get you home, boy. Come, we 
stay too long. [Exeunt. 

Scene 11. Ford's house. 

Enter Falstaff and Mistress Ford. 

Fal, Mistress Ford, your sorrow hath 
eaten up my sufferance. I see you are 
obsequious in your love, and I profess 
requital to a hair's breadth ; not only, 
Mistress Ford, in the simple office of love, 
but in all the accoutrement, complement, 
and ceremony of it. But are you sure of 
your husband now ? 0 

Mrs. Ford, He's a-birding, sweet Sir 
John. 

Mrs. Page, [Within] What hoa, gossip 
Ford, what hoa! 

Mrs. Ford, Step into th' chamber, Sir 
John. [Exit Falstajf. 

Enter Mistress Page. 

Mrs. Page. How now’, sweetheart, who’s 
at home besides yourself ? n 

Mrs. Ford, Why, none but mine own 
people. 

Mrs. Page, Indeed ? 

Mrs. Ford. No, certainly. [Aside to her] 
Speak louder. 

Mrs. Page. Truly, I am so glad you have 
nobody here. 15 

Mrs. Ford. Why ? 

Mrs. Page, Why, woman, your husband 
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is in his old lunes again. He so takes on 
yonder with my husband ; so rails against 
all married mankind ; so curses all Eve’s 
daughters, of what complexion soever ; and 
so buffets himself on the forehead, crying 
’ Peer-out, peer-out! ’ that any madness I 
ever yet beheld seem’d but tameness, 
civility, and patience, to this his distemper 
he is in now. I am glad the fat knight is 
not here. 

Mrs. Ford. Why, does he talk of him ? 
Mrs. Page. Of none but him ; and swears 
he was carried out, the last time he search’d 
for him, in a basket; protests to my 
husband he is now here ; and hath drawn 
him and the rest of their company from 
their sport, to make another experiment of 
his suspicion. But 1 am glad the knight is 
not here ; now he shall see his own foolery. 

Mrs. Ford. How near is he. Mistress 
Page ? 3> 

Mrs. Page. Hard by, at street end; he 
will be here anon. 

Mrs. Ford. I am undone: the knight is 
here. 34 

Mrs. Page. Why, then, you are utterly 
sham’d, and he’s but a dead man. What a 
woman are you I Away with him, away 
with him ; better shame than murder. 

Mrs. Ford. Which way should he go ? 
How should 1 bestow him ? Shall I put him 
into the basket again ? 

Re-enter Falstaff. 

Fal. No, I’ll come no more i’ th' basket. 
May I not go out ere he come ? 41 

Mrs. Page, Alas, three of Master Ford’s 
brothers watch the door with pistols, that 
none shall issue out; otherwise you might 
slip away ere he came. But what make you 
here ? 45 

Fal. What shall I do ? I’ll creep up into 
the chimney. 

Mrs. Ford. There they always use to 
discharge their birding-pieces. 

Mrs. Page. Creep into the kiln-hole. 

Fal, Where is it ? 4 ) 

Mrs. Ford. He will seek there, on my 
word. Neither press, coffer, chest, trunk, 
well, vault, but he hath an abstract for the 
remembrance of such places, and goes to 
them by his note. There is no hiding you 
in the house. 

Fal. ril go out then. 54 

Mrs. Page. If you go out in your own 
semblance, you die. Sir John. Unless you 
go out disguis’d. 

Mrs. Ford. How might we disguise him ? 
Mrs. Page. Alas the day, I know not! 
'rhere is no woman’s gown big enough for 
him; otherwise he might put on a hat, a 
muffler, and a kerchief, and so escape. (>o 
Fal. Good hearts, devise something ; any 
extremity rather than a mischief. 
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Mrs. Ford. My maid's aunt, the fat 
woman of Brainford, has a gown above. 64 

Mrs. Page. On my word, it will serve 
him ; she’s as big as he is ; and there’s her 
thrumm’d hat, and her muffler too. Run 
up. Sir John. 

Mrs. Ford. Go, go, sweet Sir John. 
Mistress Page and I will look some linen for 
your head. 

Mrs. Page. Quick, quick ; we'll come 
dress you straight. Put on the gown the 
while. [Exit Falstaff. 

Mrs. Ford. 1 would my husband would 
meet him in this shape; he cannot abide 
the old woman of Brainford; he swears 
she’s a witch, forbade her my house, and 
hath threat’ned to beat her. 75 

Mrs. Page. Heaven guide him to thy 
husband’s cudgel; and the devil guide his 
cudgel afterwards! 

Mrs. Ford. But is my husband coming ? 

Mrs. Page. Ay, in good sadness is he; 
and talks of the basket too, howsoever he 
hath had intelligence. so 

Mrs. Ford. We’ll try that; for I'll 
appoint my men to carry the basket again, 
to meet him at the door with it as they did 
last time. 

Mrs. Page. Nay, but he’ll be here pres¬ 
ently; let’s go dress him like the witch 
of Brainford. s/; 

Mrs. Ford. I'll first direct my men what 
they shall do with the basket. Go up; I'll 
bring linen for him straight. [Exit. 

Mrs. Page. Hang him, dishonest varlet I 
we cannot misuse him enough. 

We'll leave a proof, by that which wc will 
do, 0 * 

Wives may be merry and yet honest too. 
We do not act that often jest and laugh ; 
'Tis old but true : Still swine eats all the 
draff. [Exit. 

Re-enter Mistress Ford, with two Servants. 

Mrs. Ford. Go, sirs, take the basket again 
on your shoulders ; your master is hard at 
door ; if he bid you set it down, obey him ; 
quickly, dispatch. [Exil. 

1 Serv. Come, come, take it up. or 

2 Serv. Pray heaven it be not full of 
knight again. 

1 Serv. I hope not; 1 had lief as bear so 
much lead. 

Enter Ford, Page, Shallow, Caius, and 
Sir Hugh Evans. 

Ford. Ay, but if it prove true, Master 
Page, have you any way then to unfool me 
again ? Set down the basket, villain! 
Somebody call my wife. Youth in a basket I 
O you pand.rly rascals, there’s a knot, a 
ging, a pack, a conspiracy against me. Now 
shall the devil be sham’d. What, wife, 1 
say I Come, come forth; behold what 
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honest clothes you send forth to bleach¬ 
ing. 

Page. Why» this passes, Master Ford; 
you are not to go loose any longer ; you 
must be pinion'd. 

Evans* Why, this is lunatics. This is mad 
as a mad dog. j jo 

Shal Indeed, Master Ford, this is not 
well, indeed. 

Ford. So say 1 too, sir. 

Re-enter Mistress Ford. 

Come hither, Mistress Ford ; Mistress Ford, 
the honest woman, the modest wife, the 
virtuous creature, that hath the jealous 
fool to her husband! 1 suspect without 
cause, mistress, do I ? 1 

Mrs. Ford. Heaven be my witness, you 
do, if you suspect me in any dishonesty. 

Ford. Well said, brazen-facc ; hold it out. 
Come forth, sirrah. «-v* 

I Pulling clothes out of the basket. 
Page. This passes I 

Mrs. Ford. Are yoti not asliam'd ? Let 
the clothes alone. 

Ford. I shall find you anon. 

Evans. ’Tis unreasonable. Will you take 
up your wife's clothes ? Come away, j ’5 
Ford. Empty the basket, I say. 

Mrs. Ford. Why, man, why ? 

Ford. Master Page, as 1 am a man, there 
was one convey’d out of my house yesterday 
in this basket. Why may not he be there 
again ? In my house I am sure he is ; my 
intelligence is true ; my jealousy is reason¬ 
able. Pluck me out all the linen. 132 

Mrs. Ford. If you find a man there, he 
shall die a flea's death. 

Page. Here's no man. i h 5 

Shal. By my fidelity, this is not well, 
Master Ford ; this wrongs you. 

Evans. Master Ford, you must pray, and 
not follow the imaginations of your own 
heart; this is jealousies. 

Ford. Well, he's not here I seek for. uo 
Page. No, nor nowhere else but in your 
brain. 

Ford. Help to .search my house this one 
time. If I find not what 1 seek, show no 
colour for my extremity ; let me for ever be 
your table sport; let them say of me ' As 
jealous as Ford, that search’d a hollow 
walnut for his wife’s leman ’, Satisfy me 
once more; once more search with me. 

Mrs. Ford. What, hoa, Mistress Page! 
Come you and the old woman down ; my 
husband will come into the chamber. 

Ford. Old woman ? What old woman's 
that ? 

Mrs. Ford. Why, it is my maid’s aunt of 
Brainford. j ->0 

Ford. A witch, a quean, an old cozening 
quean! Have 1 not forbid her my house ? 
She comes of errands, does she ? V/e are 


simple men; we do not know what’s 
brought to pass under the profession of 
fortune-telling. She works by charms, by 
spells, by th’ figure, and such daub’ry as 
this is, beyond our element. We know 
nothing. Come down, you witch, you hag 
you ; come down, I say. 1^7 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, good sweet husband I 
Good gentlemen, let him not strike the old 
woman, 

Re-en<er Falstaff in woman's clothes, and 
Mistress Pace. 

Mrs. Page. Come, Mother Prat; come, 
give me your hand. i^>r 

Ford. I'll prat her. [Beating him] Out of 
my door, you witch, you hag, you baggage, 
you polecat, you ronyon! Out, out! I’ll 
conjure you, I'll fortune-tell you. 

[Exit Falstaff. 
Mrs. Page. Are you not asham’d ? I 
think you have kill'd the poor woman. i 6 i> 
Mrs. Ford. Nay, he will do it. 'Tis a 
goodly credit for you. 

Ford. Hang her, witch ! 

Evans. By yea and no, I think the oman 
is a witch indeed ; I like not when a oman 
has a great peard ; 1 spy a great peard 
under his muffler. i;,* 

Ford. Will you follow, gentlemen ? I 
beseech you follow ; see but the issue of my 
jealousy ; if I cry out thus upon no trail, 
never trust me when I open again. 17 ^ 
Page. Let’s obey his humour a little 
further. Come, gentlemen. 

I Exeunt all but Mrs. Ford and 
Mrs. Page. 

Mrs. Page. Trust me, he beat him most 
pitifully. 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, by th’ mass, that he did 
not; he beat him most unpitifully me- 
thought. i«o 

Mrs. Page. I ’ll have the cudgel hallow’d 
and Irung o’er the altar; it hath done 
meritorious service. 

Mrs. Ford. What think you ? May we, 
with the warrant of womanhood and the 
witness of a good conscience, pursue him 
with any further revenge ? ihs 

Mrs. Page. The spirit of wantonness is 
sure scar’d out of him ; if the devil have 
him not in fee-simple, with fine and 
recovery, he will never, I think, in the way 
of waste, attempt us again. is ; 

Mrs. Ford. Shall we tell our husbands 
how we have serv’d him ? jor 

Mrs, Page. Yes, by all means; if it be but 
to scrape the figures out of your husband's 
brains. If they can find in their hearts the 
f>oor unvirtuous fat knight shall he any 
further alflicted, we two will still be the 
ministers. icr, 

Mrs. Ford. 1 '11 warrant they’ll have him 
publicly sham’d; and methinks there 
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would be no period to the jest, should he 
not be publicly sham'd. k)! 

Mrs. Page. Come, to the forge with v 
then; shape it. 1 would not have things 
cool. [Exeunt 

Scene III. The Garter Inn, 

Enter Host and Bardolph. 

Bard. Sir, the Germans desire to have 
three of your horses ; the Duke himself 
will be to-morrow at court, and they are 
going to meet him. 

Host. What duke should that be comes: o 
secretly ? I hear not of him in the court. 
Let me speak with the gentlemen; they 
speak English ? 

Bard. Ay, s'r; I'll call them to you. 
Host. They shall have my horses, but I’ll 
make them pay; I'll sauce them ; they 
have had my house a week at command *, 
I have turn'd away my other guests. They 
must come off; I'll sauce them. Come. 

[Exeunf. 

Scene IV. Ford*s house. 

Enter Page, Ford, Mistress Page, 
Mistress Ford, and Sir Hugh Evans. 

Evans. Tis one of the best discretions of 
a Oman as ever 1 did look upon. 

Page. And did he send you both these 
letters at an instant ? i 

Mrs. Page. Within a quarter of an hour. 
Ford. Pardon me, wife. Henceforth, do 
what thou wilt; 

I rather will suspect the sun with cold 
Than thee with wantonness. Now doth thy 
honour stand. 

In him that was of late an heretic, 9 

As firm as faith. 

Page. ’Tis well, ’tis well ; no more. 
Be not as extreme in submission as in 
offence r 

But let our plot go forward. Let our wives 
Yet once again, to make us public sport. 
Appoint a meeting with this old fat fellow. 
Where we may take him and disgrace him 
for it. lo 

Ford. There is no better way than that 
they spoke of. 

Page. How ? To send him word they’ll 
meet him in the Park at midnight ? Fie, 
fie ! he’ll never come ! J9 

Evans. You say he has been thrown in 
the rivers ; and has been grievously peaten 
as an old oman ; methinks there should be 
terrors in him, that he should not come; 
methinks his flesh is punish’d; he shall have 
no desires. 

Page. So think I too. 

Mrs. Ford. Devise but how you'll use 
him when he comes, 

And let u$ two devise to bring him thither. 
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Mrs. Page. There is an old tale goes that 
Herne the Hunter, 

Sometime a keeper here in Windsor Forest, 
Doth all the winter-time, at still midnight, 
Walk round about an oak, with great 
ragg’d horns ; 30 

And there he blasts the tree, and takes the 
cattle. 

And makes milch-kine yield blood, and 
shakes a chain 

In a most hideous and dreadful manner. 
You have heard of such a spirit, and well 
you know 

The superstitious idle-headed eld 35 

Receiv’d, and did deliver to our age. 

This tale of Herne the Hunter for a truth. 

Page. Why yet there want not many 
that do fear 

In deep of night to walk by this Herne’s 
oak. 39 

But what of this ? 

Mrs. Ford. Marry, this is our device— 
That Falstaff at that oak shall meet with us. 
Disguis'd, like Herne, with huge horns on 
his head. 

Page. Well, let it not be doubted but he'll 
come. 

And in this shape. W^hen you have brought 
him thither. 

What shall be done with him ? What is 
your plot ? 

Mrs. Page. That likewise have we 
thought upon, and thus : 35 

Nan Page my daughter, and my little son, 
And three or four more of their growth, 
we’ll dress 

Like urchins, ouphes, and fairies, green and 
w^hite. 

With rounds of waxen tapers on their heads. 
And rattles in their hands ; upon a sudden. 
As Falstaflf, she, and 1, are newly met, si 
Let them from forth a sawpit rush at once 
With some diffused song ; upon their sight 
W’^e two in great amazed ness will fly. 

Then let them all encircle him about, 

And fairy-like, to pinch the unclean knight; 
And ask him why, that hour of fairy revel, 
In their so sacred paths he dares to tread 
In shape profane. 

Mrs. Ford. And till he teU the truth. 
Let the supposed fairies pinch him sound. 
And burn him with their tapers. 

Mrs. Page. The truth being known, 
W’e’U all present ourselves; dis-horn the 
spirit. 

And mock him home to Windsor. 

Ford. The children must 

Be practis'd well to this or they'll nev'r 
do't. f>4 

Evans. I will teach the children their 
behaviours; and I will be like a jack-an- 
apes also, to burn the knight with my taber. 

Ford. That will be excellent. I'll go buy 
them vizards. 
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Mrs, Page, My Nan shall be the Queen of 
all the Fairies, 

Finely attired in a robe of white. 

Page, That silk will 1 go buy. [Aside] And 
in that time 

Shall Master Slender steal my Nan away, 
And marry her at Eton.—Go, send to 
FalstafT straight. 

Ford, Nay, lil to him again, in name of 
Brook ; 

Heil tell me all his purpose. Sure, heil 
come. 

Mrs. Page. Fear not you that. Go get U5 
properties 

And tricking for our fairies. 

Evans. Let us about it. It is admirable 
pleasures, and fery honest knaveries. 

[ExennL Page, Ford, and Evans, 
Mrs. Page, Go, Mistress Ford, « 

Send Quickly to Sir John to know his mind. 

[Exit Mrs. Ford. 
ril to the Doctor ; he hath my good will. 
And none but he, to marry with Nan Page. 
That Slender, though well landed, is an 
idiot; 

And he my husband best of all affects. 

J’he Doctor is well moneyed, and his friends 
Potent at court; he, none but he, shall 
have her. 

Though twenty thousand worthier come to 
crave her, IBxif. 

Scene V. The Garter Inn. 

Enter Host and Simple. 

Host. What wouldst thou have, boor ? 
What, thick-skin ? Speak, breathe, discuss; 
brief, short, quick, snap. 

Sim. Man*y, sir, I come to speak with Sir 
John Falstaff from Master Slender. j 

Host. There’s his chamber, his house, his 
castle, his standing-bed and truckle-bed ; 
'tis painted about with the story of the 
Prodigal, fresh and new. Go, knock and 
call; he'll speak like an Anthropopha- 

ginian unto thee. Knock, I say. v 

Sim, There’s an old woman, a fat woman, 
gone up into his chamber; I’ll be so bold 
as stay, sir. till she come down ; I come to 
speak with her, indeed. 12 

Host, Ha ! a fat woman ? The knight may 
be robb'd. I’ll call. Bully knight! Bully 
Sir John I Speak from thy lung.s military. 
Art thou there ? It is thine host, thine 
Ephesian, calls. lo 

Fal. [Above] How now, mine host ? 

Host, Here’s a Bohemian-Tartar tarries 
the coming down of thy fat woman. Let 
her descend, bully, let her descend ; my 
chambers are honourable. Fie, privacy, fie! 

Enter Falstaff. 

Fal, There was, mine host, an old fat 
woman even now with me ; but she’s gone. 


Sim. Pray you, sir, was’t not the wise 
woman of Brainford ? 

Fal, Ay, marry was it, mussel-shell. 
What would you with her ? 26 

Sim. My master, sir, my Master Slender, 
sent to her, seeing her go thorough the 
streets, to knows sir, whether one Nym, sir, 
that beguil’d him of a chain, had the chain 
or no. 2 > 

Fal, I spake with the old woman about it. 
Sim. And what says she, 1 pray, sir ? 31 
Fal. Marry, she says that the very same 
man that beguil’d Master Slender of liis 
chain cozen’d him of it. 3 j 

Sim, I would I could have spoken with 
the woman herself; 1 had other things to 
have spoken with her too, from him. 36 
Fal. What are they ? Let us know. 

Host. Ay, come ; quick. 

Sim. 1 may not conceal them, sir. 

Fal, Conceal them, or thou diest. 4'> 
Sim, Why, sir, they were nothing but 
about Mistress Anne Page: to know if it 
were my master's fortune to have her 
or no. 

Fal, ’Tis, ’tis his fortune. 

Sim, What, sir ? 45 

Fal. To have her, or no. Go; say the 
woman told me so. 

Sim. May I be bold to say so, sir ? 

Fal, Ay, sir ; like who more bold ? 

Sim. I thank your w^orship ; I shall make 
my master glad with these tidings. 51 

[Exit Simple, 

Host. Thou art clerkly, thou art clerkly. 
Sir John. Was there a wise woman with 
thee ? 

Fal, Ay, that there was, mine host; one 
that hath taught me more wut than ever I 
learn’d before in my life; and I paid 
nothing for it neither, but was paid for mv 
learning. 57 

Enter Bardolph. 

Bard. Out, alas, sir, cozenage, mere 

cozenage I 

Host. Where be my horses ? Speak well 
of them, varletto. 00 

Bard, Run away with the cozeners ; for 
so soon as I came beyond Eton, they threw 
me off from behind one of them, in a slough 
of mire; and set spurs and away, like 
three German devils, three Doctor 

Faustuses. 

Host. They are gone but to meet the 
Duke, villain; do not say they be fled. 
Germans are honest men. 06 

Enter Sir Hugh Evans. 

Evans. Where is mine host ? 

Host. What is the matter, sir ? 

Evans, Have a care of your entertain¬ 
ments. There is a friend of mine come to 
town tells me there is three cozen-germans 
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that has cozen'd all the hosts of Readins. 
of Maidenhead, of Colebrook, of horses and 
money. I tell you for good will, look you 
you are wise, and full of gibes and vlouting- 
stogs, and 'tis not convenient you should 
be cozened. Fare you well. [Exit. 

Enter DoeroR Caius. 

Cains. Vere is mine host de Jarteer ? 

Host. Here, Master Doctor, in perplexity 
and doubtful dilemma. 

Caius. I cannot tell vat k dat; but it is 
tell-a me dat you make grand preparation 
for a Duke de Jamany. By my trot, dere 
is no duke that the court is know to come ; 
I tell you for good will. Adieu. lExif. 

Host. Hue and cry, \ illain, go ! Assist me, 
knight; I am undone. Fly, run, hue and cry, 
villain ; I am undone. 

[Exeunt Host and Bardolph. 

Fal. 1 would all the world might be 
cozen'd, for I have been cozen'd and beaten 
too. If it should come to the ear of the 
court how I have been transformed, and 
how my transformation hath been wash'd 
and cudgcll’d, they would melt me out of 
my fat, drop by drop, and liquor fishermen's 
boots with me ; I warrant they would whip 
me with their fine wits till I were as crest- 
fall'n as a dried pear. 1 never prosper’d 
since I forswore myself at primero. Well, 
if my wind were but long enough to say my 
prayers, I would repent, 

Enter Mistress Quickly. 

Now ! whence come you ? 

Quick. From the two parties, forsooth. 

Fal. The devil take one party and his 
dam the other! And so they shall be both 
bestowed. 1 have suffer'd more for their 
sakes, more than the villainous inconstancy 
of man's disposition is able to bear. roi 

Quick. And have not they suffer’d ? Yes, 

I warrant ; speciously one of them; 
Mistress Ford, good heart, is beaten black 
and blue, that you cannot see a white spot 
about her. ro-s 

F'al. What tcll'st thou me of black and 
blue ? 1 was beaten myself into all the 
colours of the rainbow ; and 1 was like to 
be apprehended for the witch of Brainford. 
But that my admirable dexterity of wit, my 
counterfeiting the action of an old woman, 
deliver'd me, the knave constable had set 
me i’ th' stocks, i’ th' common stocks, for 
a witch. Ti- 

Quick. Sir, let me speak with you in your 
chamber; you shall hear how things go, 
and, I warrant, to your content. Here is a 
letter will say somewhat. Good hearts, 
what ado here is to bring you together! 
Sure, one of you does not serve heaven 
well, that you are so cross'd. n? 

Fal. Come up into my chamber. [Exeunt. 
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Scene VI. The Garter Inn, 

Enter Fenton and Host. 

Host. Master Fenton, talk not to me ; my 
mind is heavy; I will give over all. 

Pent, Yet hear me speak. Assist me in 
my purpose, 

And, as I am a gentleman. I’ll give thee 
A hundred pound in gold more than your 
loss. s 

Host. I will hear you. Master Fenton ; 
and 1 will, at the least, keep your counsel. 

Pent. From time to time I have ac¬ 
quainted you K 

With the dear love 1 bear to fair Anne Page; 
Who, mutually, hath answ'er’d my alfection. 
So far forth as herself might be her chooser. 
Even to my wish. 1 have a letter from her 
Of such contents as you will wonder at; 
The mirth whereof so larded with my 
matter 

That neither, singly, can be manifested is 
Without the show of both. Fat Falstaff 
Hath a great scene. The image of the jest 
I'll show you here at large. Hark, good 
mine host: 

To-night at Herne's oak, just 'twixt twelve 
and one, 

Must my sweet Nan present the Fairy 
Queen— .;u 

The purpose why is here—in which dis¬ 
guise, 

While other jests are something rank on 
foot, 

Her father hath commanded her to slip 
Aw’ay with Slender, and with him at Eton 
Immediately to marry ; she hath con¬ 
sented. -s 

Now', sir, 

Her mother, even strong against that 
match 

And firm for Doctor Caius, hath appointed 
lhat he shall likewise shuffle her away 
While other sports are tasking of their 
minds, 3' 

And at the deanTy, where a priest attends, 
Straight marry her. To this her mother’s 
plot 

She seemingly obedient likewise hath 
Made promise to the doctor. Now thus it 
rests : 

Her father means she shall be all in white ; 
And in that habit, when Slender secs his 
time 3" 

To take her by the hand and bid her go, 
She shall go with him ; her mother hath 
intended, 

The better to denote her to the doctor— 

For they must all be mask'd and vizar Jed— 
That quaint in green she shall be loose 
enrob’d, 41 

With ribands pendent, flaring 'bout her 
head ; 

And when the doctor spies his vantage ripe, 
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To pinch her by the hand, and, on that 
token, 

The maid hath given consent to go with 
him. 45 

Host. Which means she to deceive, 
father or mother ? 

Feni. Both, my good host, to go along 
with me. 

And here it rests—that you’ll procure the 
vicar 

lo stay for me at church, 'twixt twelve and 
one, 

And in the lawful name of marrying, so 
To give our hearts united ceremony. 

Host, Well, husband your device ; I’ll to 
the vicar. 

Bring you the maid, you shall not lack a 
priest. 

Pent. So shall 1 evermore be bound to 
thee ; 

Besides, I’ll make a present recompense. >5 

[CxeMHt. 

ACT FIVE 

ScHNH 1 . Tile Garter Inn. 

Enter Falstaff and Mistrhss Qi kkly. 

Fal. Prithee, no more prattling; go. 

I '11 hold. This is the third time; 1 hope 
good luck lies in odd numbers. Away, go ; 
they say there is divinity in odd numbers, 
either in nativity, chance, or death. Away. 

Quick, ril provide you a chain, and I’ll 
do what I can to get you a pair of horns, <' 
Fal. Away, I say ; time wears ; hold up 
your head, and mince, [Exit Mrs. Quickly. 

Enter Ford, disguised. 

How now. Master Brook ! Master Brook, 
the matter will be known to-night or never. 
Be you in the Park about midnight, at 
Herne's oak, and you shall see wonders. 

Ford, Went you not to her yesterday, sir, 
as you told me you had appointed ? n 
Fal, I went to her. Master Brook, as you 
see, like a poor old man ; but I came from 
her. Master Brook, like a poor old woman. 
That same knave Ford, her husband, hath I 
the finest mad devil of jealousy in him. 
Master Brook, that ever govern’d frenzy. 

I will tell you—he beat me grievously in 
the shape of a woman ; for in the shape of 
man, Master Brook, I fear not Goliath with 
r, weaver's beam ; because I know also life 
is a shuttle. I am in haste ] go along with 
me ; I’ll tell you all, Master Brook. Since 
1 pluck'd geese, play'd truant, and whipp'd 
top, 1 knew not what 'twas to be beaten 
till lately. Follow me. I’ll tell you strange 
things of this knave Ford, on whom to¬ 
night I will be revenged, and I will deliver 
his wife into your hand. Follow. Strange 
things in hand, Master Brook ! Follow, js 

lExeiml. 


Scene H. Windsor Park. 

Enter Pace, Shallow, and Slender. 

Page, Come, come; we'll couch i' th’ 
Castle ditch till we see the light of our 
fairies. Remember, son Slender, my 
daughter. ^ 

Slen. Ay, forsooth ; I have spoke with 
her, and we have a nay-word how to know 
one another. 1 come to her in white and 
cry ‘ mum ' ; she cries ' budget ’; and by 
that we know one another. 7 

Shal. That's good too ; but what needs 
either your mum or her budget ? The white 
will decipher her well enough. It hath 
struck ten o’clock. 

Page, The night is dark ; light and spirits 
will become it well. Heaven prosper our 
sport! No man means evil but the devil, 
and we shall know him by his horns. Let's 
away ; follow me. |Exct4nL 

Scene III. A street leading to the Park. 

Enter Mistress Page, Mistress Ford, and 
Doctor Caius. 

Mrs. Page. Master Doctor, my daughter 
is in green ; when you sec your time, take 
her by the hand, away with her to the 
deanery, and dispatch it quickly. Go before 
into the Park ; we two must go together. 

Caius, 1 know vat I have to do; adieu. 5 

Mrs. Page. Fare you well, sir, fExil 
Caius] My husband will not rejoice so much 
at the abuse of Falstaff as he will chafe at 
the doctor's marrying my daughter ; but 
'tis no matter ; better a little chiding than 
a great deal of heart-break. 

Airs. Ford. Where is Nan now, and her 
troop of fairies, and the Welsh devil, Hugh? 

Mrs. Page. They are all couch’d in a pit 
hard by Herne’s oak, with obscur’d lights ; 
which, at the very instant of Falstaff’s and 
our meeting, they will at once display to 
the night. n, 

Mrs. Ford. That cannot choose but 
amaze him. 

Mrs. Page. If he be not amaz’d, he will be 
mock'd; if he be amaz'd, he will every way 
be mock’d. 

Mrs. Ford. We’ll betray him finely. 

Mrs. Page, Against such lewdsters and 
their lechery, 

Those that betray them do no treachery. 

Mrs. Ford, The hour draws on. To the 
oak, to the oak ! [Exeiml. 

Scene IV. Windsor Park, 

Enter Sir Hugh Evans like a satyr, with 
Others as fairies, 

Evans. Trib, trib, fairies ; come ; and 
remember your parts. Be pold, I pray you ; 
follow me into the pit; and when 1 give 
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the watchwords, do as 1 pid you. Come, 
come ; trib, trib. [Exeunt 

ScKNr: V. Another part of the Park. 

Enter Falstaff disguised as Herne. 

Fal The Windsor bell hath struck 
twelve; the minute draws on. Now the 
hot-blooded gods assist me! Remember, 
Jove, thou wast a bull for thy Europa 
love set on thy horns. O powerful love 
that in some respects makes a beast a man 
in some other a man a beast. You were 
also, Jupiter, a swan, for the love of Leda 
O omnipotent love! how near the god drew 
to the complexion of a goose! A fault done 
first in the form of a beast—O Jove, a 
beastly fault!—and then another fault in 
the semblance of a fowl—think on’t, Jove, 
a foul fault! When gods have hot backs 
what shall poor men do ? For me, I am 
here a Windsor stag ; and the fattest, I 
think, i* th’ forest. Send me a cool rut¬ 
time, Jove, or who can blame me to piss my 
tallow ? Who comes here ? my doe ? 

Enter Mistress Ford and Mistress Page. 

Mrs, Ford. Sir John! Art thou there, my 
deer, my male deer. 

Fal. My doe with the black scut 1 Let 
the sky rain potatoes ; let it thunder to the 
tune of Greensleeves, hail kissing-comfits, 
and snow eringoes; let there come a 
tempest of provocation, 1 will shelter me 
here. [Embracing her. 

Mrs. Ford. Mistress Page is come with 
me, sweetheart. -m 

Fal. Divide me like a brib’d buck, each a 
haunch ; I will keep my sides to myself, my 
shoulders for the fellow of this walk, and 
my horns I bequeath your husbands. Am I 
a woodman, ha ? Speak I like Herne the 
Hunter ? Why, now is Cupid a child of 
conscience ; he makes restitution. As 1 am 
a true spirit, welcome ! [A noise of horns. 

Mrs. Page. Alas! what noise ? 

Mrs. Ford. Heaven forgive our sins! 

Fal. What should this be ? 

Mrs! 

Fal. 1 think the devil will not have me 
damn'd, lest the oil that's in me should set 
hell on fire ; he would never else cross me 
thus. 3t 

Enter Sir Hugh Evans like a saiyr» Anne 

Page as a fairy, and Others as the Fairy 

Queen, fairies, and Hobgoblin; all with 

tapers. 

Fairy Queen. Fairies, black, grey, green, 
and white, v, 

You moonshine revellers, and shades of 
night. 

You orphan heirs of fixed destiny, 

8o 


Attend your office and your quality. 

Crier Hobgoblin, make the fairy oyes. 

Puck, Elves, list your names; silence, 
you ai)^ toys. 40 

Cricket, to Windsor chimneys shalt thou 
leap; 

Where fires thou find’st unrak'd, and 
hearths unswept. 

There pinch the maids as blue as bilberry ; 
Our radiant Queen hates sluts and sluttcry. 

Fal. They arc fairies ; he that speaks to 
them shall die. 43 

I’ll wink and couch; no man their works 
must eye. [Lies down upon his face. 

Evans, Where’s Pede ? Go you, and 
w^here you find a maid 
That, ere she sleep, has thrice her prayers 
said. 

Raise up the organs of her fantasy, 

Sleep she as sound as careless infancy ; 

But those as sleep and think not on their 
sins, 

Pinch them, arms, legs, backs, shoulders, 
sides, and shins. 

Fairy Queen. About, about; 

Search Windsor castle, elves, within and 
out; 

Strew good luck, ouphes, on every sacred 
room, 53 

That it may stand till the perpetual doom 
In state as wholesome as in state 'tis fit, 
Worthy the owner and the owner it. 

The several chairs of order look you scour 
With juice of balm and every precious 
flow^er; Oo 

Each fair instalment, coat, and sev'ral 
crest, 

With loyal blazon, evermore be blest! 

And nightly, meadow-fairies, look you sing. 
Like to the Garter’s compass, in a ring ; 
Th' expressure that it bears, green let it be. 
More fertile-fresh than all the field to see ; 
And ‘ Honi soit qui mal y pense' write f>7 
In em'rald tufts, flow’rs purple, blue and 
white; 

Like sapphire, pearl, and rich embroidery. 
Buckled below fair knighthood's bending 
knee. 70 

Fairies use flow’rs for their charactery. 
Away, disperse ; but till 'tis one o’clock, 
Our dance of custom round about the oak 
Of Herne the Hunter let us not forget. 
Evans. Pray you, lock hand in hand; 
yourselves in order set; 75 

And twenty glow-w^orms shall our lanterns 
be. 

To guide our measure round about the 
tree. 

But, stay. I smell a man of middle earth. 

Fal. Heavens defend me from that Welsh 
■airy, lest he transform me to a piece of 
cheese! 80 

Puck. ViL worm, thou wast o'crlook'd 
even in thy birth. 
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Fairy Queen* With trial-fire touch me 
his finger-end; 

If he be chaste^ the flame will back descend, 
And turn him to no pain ; but if he start, 
It is the flesh of a corrupted heart. « 
Puck* A trial, come. 

Evayis* Come, will this wood take fire ? 
[They put the tapers to his fingers, 
and he starts. 

Fal. Oh, oh, oh ! 

Fairy Queen. Corrupt, corrupt, and 
tainted in desire I 

About him, fairies ; sing a scornful rhyme ; 
And, as you trip, still pinch him to your 
time. 

The Song* 

Fie on sinful fantasy ! 

Fie on lust and luxury ! 

Lust is but a bloody lire. 

Kindled with unchaste desire, 

Fed in heart, whose flames aspire, o.-i 
As thoughts do blow them, higher and 
higher. 

Pinch him, fairies, mutually; 

Pinch him for his villainy ; 

Pinch him and burn him and turn him 
about, 

'lill candles and star-light and moonshine 
be out. 

During this song they pinch Falstaff* 
Doctor Caius comes one way, and steals 
away a (airy in green ; Slender another 
way, and takes off a fairy in white; and 
Fenton steals away Aniie Page* A 
noise of hunting is heard within. All 
the fairies run away. Falstaff pulls off 
his buck's head, and rises. 

Enter Page, Ford, Mistress Page, 
Mistress Ford, and Sir Hugh Evans. 

Page. Nay, do not fly ; I think wc have 
watch'd you now. 

Will none but Herne the Hunter serve your 
turn ? 

Mrs. Page* I pray you, come, hold up the 
jest no higher. 

Now, good Sir John, how like you Windsor 
wives ? 

See you these, husband ? Do not these fair 
yokes 105 

Become the forest better than the town ? 

Ford* Now, sir, who’s a cuckold now ? 
Master Brook, Falstaflf's a knave, a 
cuckoldly knave; here are his horns, 
Master Brook ; and, Master Brook, he hath 
enjoyed nothing of Ford’s but his buck- 
basket, his cudgel, and twenty pounds of 
money, which must be paid to Master 
Brook; his horses are arrested for it. 
Master Brook. u*’ 

Mrs. Ford. Sir John, we have had ill luck; 
we could never meet, I will never take you 


for my love again ; but 1 will always count 
you my deer. 115 

Fal* I do begin to perceive that I am 
made an ass. 

Ford* Ay, and an ox too ; both the proofs 
are extant. 

Fal. And these are not fairies ? I was 
three or four times in the thought they were 
not fairies; and yet the guiltiness of my 
mind, the sudden surprise of my powers, 
drove the grossness of the foppery into a 
receiv’d belief, in despite of the teeth of all 
rhyme and reason, that they were fair es. 
See now how wit may be made a Jack-a- 
Lcnt when ’tis upon ill employment. t. j 
Evans. Sir John Falstaff, serve Got, and 
leave your desires, and fairies will not pinse 
you. 

Ford* Well said, fairy Hugh. 

Evans. And leave you your jealousies 
too, 1 pray you. i-s 

Ford. I will never mistrust my wife again, 
till thou art able to woo her in good English. 

Fal. Have I iaid my brain in the sun, and 
dried it, that it wants matter to prevent so 
gross o’er-reaebing as this ? Am 1 ridden 
with a W’elsh goat too ? Shall 1 have a cox¬ 
comb of frieze ? 'Tis time I were chok'd 
with a piece of toasted cheese. iv> 

Evans. Seese is not good to give putter ; 
your belly is all putter. 

Fal. ‘ Seese ' and ’ putter ' I Have I liv’d 
to stand at the taunt of one that makes 
fritters of English ? This is enough to be 
the decay of lust and late-walking through 
the realm. i to 

Mrs. Page* Why, Sir John, do you think, 
hough wc would have thrust virtue out of 
our hearts by the head and shoulders, and 
have given ourselves without scruple to 
hell, that ever the devil could have made 
;ou uiir delight ? 

Ford. What, a hodge-pudding ? a bag of 
flax ? j-t5 

Mrs. Page* A puff’d man ? 

Page. OUi, cold, wither’d, and of intoler¬ 
able entrails ? 

Ford. And one that is as slanderous as 
Satan ? 

Page. And as poor as Job ? 

Ford. And as wicked as his wife 7 150 

Evans. And given to fornications, and to 
averns, and sack, and wine, and methe- 
?lins, and to drinkings, and swearings, and 
^tarings, pribblcs and prabbles 7 uri 

Fal. Well, I am your theme ; you have 
he start of me ; I am dejected ; I am not 
able to answer the Welsh flannel; ignor¬ 
ance itself is a plummet o’er me ; use me 
as you will. isr 

Ford. Marry, sir, we’ll bring you to 
Windsor, to one Master Brook, that you 
have cozen’d of money, to whom you 

hould have been a pander. Over and 
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above that you have suffer'd, I think to 
repay that money will he a biting affliction. 

Page, Yet be cheerful, knight; thou 
shalt eat a posset to-night at my house, 
where 1 will desire thee to laugh at my 
wife, that now laughs at thee. Tell her 
Master Slender hath married her daughter. 

Mrs. Page, [Aside] Doctors doubt that; 
if Anne Page be my daughter, she is, by 
this. Doctor Cains' wife. 

Enter Slknder. 

Slen. Whoa, ho, ho, father Page! 

Page, Son, how now ! how^ now, son! 
Have you dispatch’d ? 171 

Slen. Dispatch'd! I’ll make the best in 
Gloucestershire know on't; would I were 
hang'd, la, else! 

Page, Of what, son ? 174 

Slen. 1 came yonder at Eton to marry 
Mistress Anne Page, and she's a great 
lubberly boy. If it had not been i' th‘ 
church, I would have swing'd him, or he 
should have swing'd me. If I did not think 
it had been Anne Page, would I might 
never stir !—and 'tis a postmaster's boy. 

Page. Upon my life, then, you took the 
wrong. iHo 

Slen. What need you tell me that ? I 
think so, when I took a boy for a girl. If 1 
had been married to him, for all he was in 
woman’s apparel, I would not have had 
him. 

Page. Why, this is your own folly. Did 
not I tell you how you should know my 
daughter by her garments ? 

Slen. I went to her in white and cried 
‘ mum ' and she cried ‘ budget ’ as Anne 
and I had appointed ; and yet it was not 
Anne, but a postmaster's boy. 

Mrs. Page. Good George, be not angry. 

I knew of your purpose; turn’d my 
daughter into green ; and, indeed, she is 
now' with the Doctor at the dean’ry, and 
there married. 192 

Enter Caius. 

Cains. Vere is Mistress Page ? By gar, I 
am cozened ; I ha' married un gar^on, a 
boy ; un paysan, by gar, a boy ; it is not 
Anne Page ; by gar, I am cozened. 105 

Mrs. Page. Why, did you take her in 
green ? j 

Caius. Ay, be gar, and 'tis a boy ; bei 
gar. I’ll raise all Windsor. [Hxif Caius. I 


Ford. This is strange. Who hath got the 
right Anne ? 

Page. My heart misgives me; here 
comes Master Fenton. 

Enter Fenton and Anne Page. 

How now, Master Fenton! 

Anne, Pardon, good father. Good my 
mother, pardon. 

Page. Now, Mistress, how chance you 
went not with Master Slender ? 205 

Mrs. Page. Why went you not with 
Master Doctor, maid ? 

Pent. You do amaze her. Hear the truth 
of it. 

You would have married her most shame¬ 
fully. 

Where there w’as no proportion held in love. 
Tne truth is, she and I, long since con¬ 
tracted, 21'* 

Are now so sure that nothing can dissolve 

US. 

Th' offence is holy that she hath committed; 
A id this deceit loses the name of craft, 

Of d sobedience, or unduteous title, 

Since therein she doth evitate and shun 215 
A thousand irreligious cursed hours, 

Which forced marriage would have brought 
upon her. 

Ford. Stand not amaz'd ; here is no 
remedy. 

In love, the heavens themselves do guide 
the state; 

Money buys lands, and wives arc sold by 
fate. 220 

Fal. 1 am glad, though you have ta’en a 
special stand to strike at me, that your 
arrow hath glanc'd. 

Page. Well, what remedy ? Fenton, 
heaven give thee joy ! 

What cannot be eschew’d must be em¬ 
brac'd. 

Fal. When night-dogs run, all sorts of 
deer are chas'd. 2:5 

Mrs. Page. Well, 1 will muse no further. 
Master F'enton, 

Heaven give you many, many merry days ! 
Good husband, let us every one go home. 
And laugh this sport o'er by a country fire ; 
Sir John and all. 

Ford. Let it be so. Sir John, 230 

To Master Brook you yet shall hold your 
word ; 

For he, to-night, shall lie with Mistress 
Ford. [Exeunt. 
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I>RAMATIS PERSONS 


ViNCENTio, ihe Duke, 

Ancielo, the Deputy, 

Escalus, an ancient Lord, 

Claudio, a young gentleman, 

Lucio, a fantastic. 

Two other like gentlemen. 

Varrius, a gentleman, servant to the Duke. 
Provost. 

A Justice. 

Elbow, a simple constable. 

Froth, a foo'ish gentlenuin. 


PoMPEY, a clown and servant to Mistress 
Overdone, 

Abhorson, an executioner. 

Barnardine, a dissolute prisoner. 

Isabella, sister to Claudio. 

Mariana, betrothed to Angelo. 

Juliet, beloved of Claudio. 

Francisca, a nun. 

Mistress Overdone, a bawd. 

LorJs, Officers, Citizens, Boy, and Attend¬ 
ants. 


I he Scene : Vienna. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1. The Duke’s palace. 

Enter Duke, Escalus, Lords, and 
Attendants. 

Duke. Escalus I 

Escal, My lord. 

Duke. Of government the properties to 
unfold 

Would seem in me t' affect speech and 
discourse. 

Since I am put to know that your own 
science ^ 

Exceeds, in that, the lists of all advice 
My strength can give you ; then no more 
remains 

But that to your sufficiency—as your 
worth is able— 

And let them work. The nature of our 
people, I- 

Our city’s institutions, and the terms 
For common justice, y’are as pregnant in 
As art and practice hath enriched any 
That we remember. 'Fherc is our com¬ 
mission, 

From which we would not have you warp. 

Call hither, is 

I say, bid come before us Angelo. 

[Exit an Attendant. 
What figure of us think you he will bear ? 
For you must know we have with special 
soul 

Elected him our absence to supply ; 

Lent him our terror, dress’d him with our 
love, 

And given his deputation all the organs 
Of our own power. What think you of it ? 

Escal. If any in Vienna be of worth 
To undergo such ample grace and honour. 
It is Lord Angelo. 


Enter Angelo. 

Duke. Look where he comes. i 

Ang. Always obedient to your Grace’s 
will, 

I come to know your pleasure. 

Duke. Angelo, 

There is a kind of character in thy life 
lliat to th’ observer doth thy history 
Fully unfold. Thyself and thy belongings 
Arc not thine own so proper as to waste ^ i 
Thyself upon thy virtues, they on thee. 
Heaven doth with us as we with torches do, 
Not light them for themselves ; for if our 
virtues 

Did not go forth of us, ’twere ad alike 
As if we had them not. Spirits are not finely 
touch’d 

But to fine issues ; nor Nature never lends 
The smallest scruple of her excellence 
But, like a thrifty goddess, she determines 
Herself the glory of a creditor, i > 

Both thanks and use. But 1 do bend my 
speech 

To one that can my part in him ad\'ertisc. 
Hold, therefore, Angelo— 

In our remove be thou at full ourself; 
Morta ity and mercy in Vienna i", 

Live in thy tongue and heart. Old Escalus, 
Though first in question, is thy secondary. 
Take thy commission. 

Ang. Now, good my lord. 

Let there be some more test made of my 
metal, 

Before so noble and so great a figure ^ 
Be stamp'd upon it. 

Duke. No more evasion ! 

We have with a leaven’d and prepared 
choice 

Proceeded to you ; therefore take your 
honours. 
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Our haste from hence is of so quick 
condition 

That t prefers itself, and leaves un¬ 
question’d 

Matters of needful value. We shall write 
to you, 

As time and our concernings shall im¬ 
portune, 

How tt goes with us, and do look to know 
What doth befall you here. So, fare you 
well. 

To th’ hopeful execution do I leave you oo 
Of your commissions. 

Ang. Yet give leave, my lord, 

That we may bring you something on the 
way. 

Duke, My haste may not admit it; 

Nor need you. on mine honour, have to do 
With anv scruple: your scope is as mine 
own. Of. 

So to enforce or qualify the laws 
As to your soul seems good. Give me your 
hand; 

ril privily away I ove the people, 

But do not like to stage me to their eyes; 
Though it do well, I do not relish well 70 
Their loud applause and Aves vehement; 
Nor do I think he man of safe discretion 
That does aftect it. Once more, fare you 
well. 

Ang, The heavens give safety to your 
purposes! 

Escal, Lead forth and bring you back in 
happiness! 75 

Duke, I thank you. Fare you well. [Exit. 
Escal, I sha I desire you, sir, to give me 
leave 

To have free speech wi.h you ; and it con¬ 
cerns me 

To look into the bottom of my place : 

A pow’r 1 have, but of what strength and 
nature So 

I am not yet instructed. 

Ang. *Tis so with me. Let us withdraw 
together. 

And we may soon our satisfaction have 
Touching that point, 

Escal. ril wait upon your honour. 

[Excunh 

Scene 11. A street. 

Enter Lucio and two other Gentlemen, 

Lucio. If the Duke, with the other dukes, 
come not to composition with the King of 
Hungary, why then all the dukes fall upon 
the King. 

1 Gent, Heaven grant us its peace, but 

not the King of Hungary’s I 5 

2 Gent. Amen. 

Lucio. Thou conclud'st like the sancti¬ 
monious pirate that went to sea with the 
Ten Commandments, but scrap'd one out 
of the tab e. 
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2 Gent, * Thou shalt not steal ’ 7 10 

Lucio, Ay, that he raz'd. 

1 Gent. Why, 'twas a commandment to 
command the captain and all the rest from 
their functions: they put forth to steal. 
There’s not a soldier of us all that, in the 
thanksgiving before meat, do relish the 
petition well that prays for peace. lo 

2 Gent. I never heard any soldier dislike it, 
Lucio. I believe thee; for I think thou 

never wast where grace was said. 

2 Gent. No 7 A dozen times at least. 2 > 
1 Gent. What, in metre 7 
Lucio. In any proportion or in any 
language. 

1 Gent. I think, or in any religion. 

Lucio. Ay, why not 7 Grace is grace, 
despite of all controversy ; as, for example, 
thou thyself art a wicked villain, despite of 
all grace. 20 

1 GenL Well, there went but a pair of 
shears between us. 

Lucio. I grant; as there may between 
the lists and the velvet. Thou art the list. 

1 Gent. And thou the velvet; thou art 
good velvet; thou ’rt a three-pil’d piece, 
I warrant thee, I had as lief be a list of an 
English kersey as be pil’d, as thou art pJ’d, 
for a French velvet. Do I speak feelingly 
now 7 34 

Lucio. I think thou dost; and, indeed, 
with most painful feeling of thy speech. 1 
will, out of thine own confession, learn to 
begin thy health ; but, whilst I live, forget 
to drink after thee. 

1 Gent. I think 1 have done myself wrong, 

have I not 7 4^ 

2 Gent. Yes, that thou hast, whether thou 
art ta nted or free. 

Enter Mistress Overdone. 

Lucio. Behold, behold, where Madam 
Mitigation comes! I have purchas'd as 
many diseases under her roof as come to— 
2 Gent. To what, I pray 7 4f> 

1 Gent. Judge. 

2 Gent, To three thousand do ours a year. 
X Gent. Ay, and more. 

Lucio. A French crown more. 5*^ 

1 Gent. Thou art always figuring diseases 
in me, but thou art full of error; I am 
sound. 

Lucio. Nay, not, as one would say, 
healthy; but so sound as things that are 
hollow: thy bones are hollow; impiety 
has made a feast of thee. 35 

1 Gent. How now ! which of your hips has 
the most profound sciatica 7 

Mrs. Ov. Well, well! there's one yonder 
arrested and carried to prison was worth 
five thousand of you all, 

1 Gent. Who’s that, 1 pray thee 7 60 

Mrs. Ov. Marry, sir, that's Claudio, 
Signior Claudio. 
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Scene 2] 

1 Gent, Claudio to prison ? *Tis not so, 
Mrs. Ov, Nay, but I know 'tis so : 1 saw 

him arrested saw him carried away ; and, 
which is more, within these three days his 
head to be chopp*d off. on 

Lucio, But, after all this fooling, 1 
would not have it so. Art thou sure of 
this ? 

Mrs. Ov. I am too sure of it; and it is for 
getting Madam Julietta with chi.d. Oi) 
Lucio. Believe me, th s may be ; he pro« 
inis’d to meet me two hours since, and he 
was ever precise in promise-keeping. 7^ 

2 Gent. Besides, you know, it draws some¬ 
thing near to the speech we had to such a 
purpose. 

1 Gent. But most of all agreeing w.th the 
proclaraat on. 

Lucio. Away ; let’s go learn the truth 
of it. [Exeunt Lucio and Gentlemen. 

Mrs. Ov. Thus, what with the war, what 
with the sweat, what w ith the gallows, and 
what With poverty, I am custom-shrunk. 

Enter Pompey. 

How now ! what’s the news with you ? t>i 
Pom. Yonder man is carried to prison. 
Mrs. Ov. Well, what has he done ? 

Pom. A woman. 

Mrs. Ov. But what’s his offence ? K5 
Pom, Groping for trouts in a peculiar 
river. 

Mrs, Ov, What! is there a maid w th 
child by him ? 

Pom. No; but thcie’s a woman with 
maid by him. You have not heard of the 
proclamation, have you ? 

Mrs. O^^ What proclamation, man ? go 
Pom. All houses in the suburbs of Vtcnna 
must be pluck'd down, 

Mrs. Ov. And what shall become of those 
in the city ? 

Pom. They shall stand for seed ; they 
had gone down too, but that a w ise burgher 
put in for them. 95 

Mrs. Ov. But shad all our houses of resort 
in the suburbs be pull’d down ? 

Pom. To the ground, mistress. 

Mrs. Ov. Why, here’s a change indeed in 
the commonwealth ! What shall become of 
me ? 

Pom. Come, fear not you : good coun¬ 
sellors lack no clients. Though you change 
your place you need not change your trade; 
I’ll be your tapster still. Courage, there will 
be pity taken on you ; you that have worn 
your eyes almost out in the service, you w.ll 
be considered. 

Mrs. Ov. What’s to do here, Thomas 
Tapster ? Let's withdraw. 

Pom. Here comes Signior Claudio, led by 
the provost to prison ; and there's Madam 
Juliet. [Exeunt. 


Enter Provost, Claudio, Juliet, and 
Officers; Lucio following. 

Claud. Fellow, why dost thou show me 
thus to th' world ? «10 

Bear me to prison, where I am committed, 
Prov. I do it not in evil disposition. 

But from Lord Angelo by special charge. 

Claud. Thus can the demigod Authority 
Make us pay down for our offence by weight 
The words of heaven; on whom it w.ll, it 
will; 110 

On whom it will not, so ; yet still 'tls just. 
Lucio. Why, how now, Claudio, whence 
comes this restraint ^ 

Claud. From too much liberty, my Lucio, 
liberty; 

As surfeit is the father of much fast, 120 
So every scope by the immoderate use 
Turns to restraint. Our natures do pursue. 
Like rats that ravin down their proper banc, 
A thirsty evil; and when we drink we die. 

Lucio. If I could speak so wisely under an 
arrest, 1 would send tor certain of my 
creditors ; and yet, to say the truth, I had 
as lief have the foppery of freedom as the 
morality of imprisonment. What's thy 
offence, Claudio ? 

Claud. What but to speak of would offend 
aga.n. 

Lucio. What, is't murder ? 130 

Claud. No. 

Lucio. Lechery ? 

Claud. Call it so. 

Prov. Away, sir; you must go. 

Claud. One word, good friend. Lucio, a 
word with you. ns 

Lucio. A hundred, if they'll do you any 
good. Is lechery so look’d after ? 

Claud. Thus stands it with me ; upon a 
true contract 

I got possession of Julietta's bed. 

You know the lady she is fast my wife, 
Save that we do the denunciation lack 
Of outward order; this we came not to, 
Only for propagation of a dow'r 
Remaining in the coffer of her fr ends. 
From whom we thought it meet to hide 
our love 145 

Till time had made them for us. But it 
chances 

The stealth of our most mutual entertain¬ 
ment, 

With character too gross, is writ on Juliet. 
Lucio. With child, perhaps ? 

Claud. Unhappily, even so, 149 

And the new deputy now for the Duke— 
Whether it be the fault and glimpse of 
newTiess, 

Or whether that the body public be 
A horse whereon the governor doth ride, 
Who, newly in the seat, that it may know 
He can command, lets it straight feel the 
spur; mn 

8s 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE 


Whether the tyranny be in his place, 

Or in his eminence that fills it up, 

I stagger in. But this new governor 
Awakes me all the enrolled penalties 
Which have, like unscour’d armour, hung 
by th’ wall 

So long that nineteen zodiacs have gone 
round 

And none of them been worn ; and, for a 
name, 

Now puts the drowsy and neglected act 
Freshly on me. Tis surely for a name. lOt 
Lucia. 1 warrant it is; and thy head 
stands so tickle on thy shoulders that a 
milkmaid, if she be in love, may sigh it off. 
Send after the Duke, and appeal to him. 
Claud. 1 have done so, but he’s not to be 
found. I'-' 

I prithee, Lucio, do me this kind service : 
This day mv sister should the cloister enter. 
And there receive her approbation ; 
Acquaint her with the danger of my state; 
Implore her, in my voice, that she make 
friends 

To the strict deputy : bid herself assay him. 
I ha\ e great hope in that; for in her 
youth 

There is a prone and speechless dialect i;'< 
Such as move men; beside, she hath 
prosperous art 

When she will play with reason and dis¬ 
course, 

And well she can persuade. 

Lucio. I pray she may ; as well for the 
encouragement of the like, w hich else would 
stand under grievous imposition, as for the 
enjoying of thy life, who I would be sorry 
should be thus foolishly lost at a game of 
tick-tack. I’ll to her. 

Claud. 1 thank you, good friend Lucio. 
Lucio. Within two hours. .sa 

Claud. Come, officer, aw'ay. [Exeiuif, 

ScENL III. A monastery. 

Enter Duke and Friar Thomas. 

Duke. No, holy father ; throw' away that 
thought; 

Believe not that the dribbling dart of love 
Can pierce a complete bosom. Why 1 desire 
thee 

To give me secret harbour hath a purpose 
More grave and Avrinkled than the aims and 
ends 

Of burning youth. 

Fri. May your Grace speak of it ? 

Duke. Mv holy sir, none better knows 
than you 

How' I have ever lov’d the life removed, 
And held in idle price to haunt assemblies 
Where youth, and cost, a witless bravery 
keeps, xo 

I have deliver’d to Lord Angelo, 

A man of stricture and firm abstinence, 
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My absolute power and place here in 
Vienna, 

And he supposes me travell'd to Poland; 
For so I hax e strew’d it in the common 
ear. 

And so it is receiv ’d. Now, pious sir, xo 
You whll demand of me why I do this, 

Fri. Gladly, my lord. 

Duke. We have strict statutes and most 
biting laws, 

The needful bits and curbs to headstrong 
steeds, ?.n 

Which for this fourteen years we hav'e let 
slip; 

Even like an o’ergrown lion in a cave, 

That goes not out to prey. Now, as fond 
fathers, 

Having bound up the threat’ning twigs of 
birch, 

Only to stick it in their children's sight 35 
For terror, not to use, in time the rod 
Becomes more mock’d than fear'd ; so our 
decrees, 

Dead to infliction, to themselves are dead ; 
And liberty plucks justice by the nose; 
The baby beats the nurse, and quite 
athwart 

Goes all decorum. 

Fri. It rested in your Grace 

To unloose this tied-up justice when you 
pleas’d ; 

And it in you more dreadful would have 
seem'd 

Than in Lord Angelo. 

Duke. I do fear, too dreadful. 

Sith 'twas my fault to give the people scope, 
’Twould be my tyranny to strike and gall 
them 

For what I bid them do ; for we bid this 
be done, 

When evil deeds have their permissive pass 
And not the punishment. Therefore, in¬ 
deed, my father, 

1 have on Angelo impos’d the office ; 40 

Who may, in th' ambush of my name, strike 
home, 

And yet my nature never in the fight 
To do in slander. And to behold his sway, 

I will, as ’twere a brother of your order, 
Visit both prince and people. Therefore, I 
prithee, 45 

Supply me with the habit, and instruct me 
How I may formally in person bear me 
Like a true friar. Moe reasons for this 
action 

At our more leisure shall I render you. 
Only, this one : Lord Angelo is precise ; “io 
Stands at a guard with envy ; scarce 
confesses 

That his blood flows, or that his appetite 
Is more to bread than stone. Hence shall 
we see. 

If power change purpose, what our seemers 
be. [Exeunt. 
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Scene IV. A nunmry. 

Etiler Isabella and Francesca. 

Isab. And have you nuns no farther 
privileges ? 

Fran. Are not these large enough ? 

Isab, Yes, truly I speak not as desiring 
more. 

But rather wishing a more strict restraint 
Upon the sisterhood, the votarists of Sa.nt 
Clare. 

Lucio, [Within] Ho ! Peace be in this 
place! 

Isab. Who’s that which calls ? 

Fran. It is a man’s voice. Gentle Isabella, 
Turn you the key, and know his business 
of him ; 

You may, 1 may not ; you are yet un¬ 
sworn ; 

When you liave vow’d, you must not speak 
with men i > 

But in the presence of the prioress ; 

Then, if you speak, you must not show your 
face, 

Or, if you show your face, you must not 
speak. 

He calls again ; 1 pray you answer him. 

[Exit Fr and sea. 

Isab. Peace and prosperity! Who is’t 
that calls ? 13 

Enter Lucio. 

Lucio. Hail, virgin, if you be, as those 
cheek-roses 

Proclaim you are no less. Can you so stead 
me 

As bring me to the sight of Isabella, 

A novice of this place, and the fair sister 
To her unhappy brother Claudio ? -o 

Jsab. Why her ‘ unhappy brother ’ ? Let 
me ask 

The rather, for 1 now must make you know 
I am that Isabella, and his sister. 

Lucio, Gentle and fair, your brother 
kindly greets you. 

Not to be weary with you, he’s in prison. 3 

Isab, Woe me ! For what ? 

Lucio. For that which, if myself might be 
his judge. 

He .should receive his puni.shment in thanks: 
He hath got his friend with child. 

Isab. Sir, make me not your story. 

Lucio. It is true. 

1 would not—though ’tis my familiar sin ,i 
With maids to .seem the lapwing, and to 
jest. 

Tongue far from heart—play with all 
virgins so : 

I hold you as a thing enskied and sainted, 
By your renouncement an immortal spirit, 
And to be talk’d with in sincerity, 

As with a saint. 

Isab. You do blaspheme the good in 
mocking me. 


Lucio, Do not believe it. Fewness and 
truth, ’tis thus: 

Your brother and his lover have embrac’d. 
As those that feed grow full, as blossoming 
time 41 

That from the seedness the bare fallow 
brings 

To teeming foison, even so her plente.>iis 
womb 

Expresseth his full tilth and husbandry. 

Isab. Some one with child by him ? My 
cousin Juliet ? 15 

Lucio. Is she your cousin ? 

Isab. Adoptedly, as school-maids change 
their names 

By vain though apt affection. 

Lucio. She it is. 

Isab. O, let him marry her! 

Lucio. This is the point. 

The Duke is \ery strangely gone from 
hence; v» 

Bore many gentlemen, myself being one. 

In hand, and hope of action ; but we do 
learn, 

By those that know the very nerves of 
state, 

His givings-out were of an inlinite di<- 
tance 

From his true-meant design. Upon his 
place. 

And with full line of his authority, 

Governs Lord Angc!o, a man whose bloo.l 
Is very snow-broth, one who never feels 
The wanton stings and motions of the sense. 
But doth rebate and blunt his natural edge 
With profits of the mind, study and fast. 

He—to give fear to use and liberty, 

Which have for long run by the hideous 
law, 

As mice by lions—hath pick'd out an act 
Under whose heavy sense your brother's 
life 

Falls into forfeit; he arrests him on it. 
And follows close the rigour of the statute 
To make him an example. All hope is gone, 
Unless you have the grace by your fair 
prayer 

To soften Angelo. And that's my pith of 
business 70 

’Twixt you and your poor brother. 

Isab. Doth he so seek his life ? 

Lucio. Has censur’d him 

Already, and, as I hear, the Provost hath 
A warrant for his execution. 

Isab. Alas ! what poor ability’s in me 73 
To do him good ? 

Lucio. Assay the pow’r you have. 

Isab. My power, alas, 1 doubt! 

Lucio. Our doubts are traitors, 

And make us lose the good we oft might 
>vin 

By fearing to attempt. Co to Lord Angelo. 
And let him learn to know, when maidens 
sue, Jio 
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Men give like gods; but when they weep 
and kneel. 

All their petitions are as freely theirs 
As they themselves wouM owe them. 

I sab. ril see what I can do. 

Lucio. But speedily. 

Isab. I will about it straight; 

No longer staying but to give the Mother 
Notice of my affair. I humbly thank you. 
Commend me to my 1 rother ; soon at night 
I’ll send him certain word of my success, 
Lucio. I take my leave of you. 

Isab. Good sir, adieu. •)<> 

IHxeunf. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. A hall in Angelovs house. 

Enter Angelo, Escalus. a Justice, Pro¬ 
vost, Otiicers, and other Attendants. 

Ang. We must not make a scarecrow of 
the law, 

Setting it up to fear the birds of prey. 

And let it keep one shape till custom 
make it 

Their perch, and not their terror. 

Escal. Ay, but yet 

Let us be keen, and rather cut a little 5 
Than fall and bruise to death. Alas! this 
gentleman, 

Whom I would save, had a most noble 
father. 

Let but your honour know. 

Whom 1 believe to be most strait in virtue. 
That, in the working of your own affections, 
Had time coher'd with place, or place with 
wishing, n 

Or that the resolute acting of our blood 
Could have attain'd th' effect of your own 
purpose. 

Whether you had not sometime in your 
life 

Err'd in this point which now you censure 
him, IS 

And pull’d the law upon you. 

Ang, 'Tis one thing to be tempted, 
Escalus, 

Another thing to fall. I not deny 
The jur>^ passing on the prisoner's life, 

May in the sworn twelve have a thief or 
two iu 

Guiltier than him they try. What’s open 
made to justice. 

That justice seizes. What knows the laws 
That thieves do pass on thieves ? 'Tis very 
pregnant. 

The jewel that we find, we stoop and take *t. 
Because we see it; but what we do not see 
We tread upon, and never think of it. 26 
You may not so extenuate his offence 
For I have had such faults ; but rather tell 
me. 

When I, that censure him, do so offend, 
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Let mine own judgment pattern out my 
death, 30 

And nothing come in partial. Sir, he must 
die. 

Escal. Be it as your wisdom will. 

Ang. Where is the Provost ? 

Prov. Here, if it like your honour. 

Ang. See that Claudio 

Be executed by nine to-morrow morning; 
Bring him his confessor; let him be 
prepar'd; 35 

For that's the utmost of his pilgrimage. 

lExif Provost. 

Escal. [Aside] Well, heaven forgive him ! 
and forgive us all I 

Some rise by sin, and some by virtue fall; 
Some run from breaks of ice, and answer 
none, 

A .d s me condemned for a fault alone, -to 

Enter Elbow and Officers with Froth 
and PoMPEY. 

Elb. Come, bring them away ; if these be 
good people in a commonweal that do 
nothing but use their abuses in common 
houses, 1 know no law; bring them 
away. 

Ang. How now, sir ! What's your name, 
and what's the matter ? 43 

Elb. If it please your honour, I am the 
poor Duke’s constable, and my name is 
Elbow ; 1 do lean upon justice, sir, and do 
bring in here before your goixi honour two 
notorious benefactors. 

Ang. Benefactors ! Well—what bene¬ 
factors are they ? Are they not male¬ 
factors ? <51 

Elb. If it please your honour, I know not 
well what they are; but precise villains 
they are, that I am sure of, and void of all 
profanation in the world that good Chris¬ 
tians ought to have. 55 

Escal. This comes off well; here's a wise 
officer. 

Ang. Go to ; what quality are they of ? 
Elbow is your name ? Why dost thou not 
speak, Elbow ? 

Pom, He cannot, sir; he’s out at elbow. 
Ang. What are you, sir ? Oo 

Elb. He, sir ? A tapster, sir; parcel- 
bawd ; one that serves a bad woman ; 
whose house, sir, was, as they say, pluck'd 
down in the suburbs; and now she pro¬ 
fesses a hot-house, which, I think, is a very 
ill house too. 

Escal. How know you that ? 65 

Elb. My wife, sir, whom I detest before 
heaven and your honour— 

Escal. How! thy wife ! 

Elb. Ay, sir; whom, I thank heaven, is 
an honest woman— 70 

Escal. Dost thou detest her therefore ? 

Elb. I say, sir, 1 will detest myself also, 
as well as she, that this house, if it be not 
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Scene 1] 

a bawd's house, it is pity of her life, for it 
is a naughty house. 

Escal, How dost thou know that, 
constable ? 

Elb. Marry, sir, by my wife ; who. if she 
had been a woman cardinally given, might 
have been accus'd in fornication, adultery, 
and all uncleanliness there. 

EscaL By the woman's means ? 

Elb. Ay, sir, by Mistress Overdone’s 
means; but as she spit in his face, so she 
defied him. 8 i 

Pom, Sir, if it please your honour, this is 
not so. 

Elb, Prove it before these varlets here, 
thou honourable man, prove it. 

Escal. Do you hear how he misplaces ? 83 

Pom. Sir, she came in great with child; 
and longing, saving your honour's rever* 
ence, for stew'd prunes. Sir, we had but 
twv> in the house, which at that very distant 
time stood, as it were, in a fruit dish, a dish 
ot some three penc^ 5 ; your honours have 
see.i such dishes; they are not China dishes, 
bur very good dishes. <>1 

Escal. Go to, go to ; no matter for the 
dish, sir. 

Pom. No, indeed, sir, not of a pin ; you 
ars therein in the right; but to the point. 
As 1 say, this Mistress Elbow, being, as 1 
say, with child, and being great-bellied, and 
lodging, as 1 said, for prunes ; and having 
but two in the dish, as 1 said, Master Froth 
here, this very man, having eaten the rest, 
as I said, and, as 1 say, paying tor them 
very honestly; lor, as you know, Master 
Froth, I could not give you three pence 
again— 

i roth. No, indeed, 

Pom. Very well; you being then, if you 
be rememh'red, cracking the stones of the 
foresaid prunes— 

Froth. Ay, so 1 did indeed. 

Pom. Why, very well; 1 telling you then, 
if you be reinemb’red, that such a one and 
such a one were past cure of the thing you 
wot of, unless they kept very good diet, as 
1 told you— 

Froth. All this is true. 

Pom. Why, very well then— n'- 

Escal. Come, you are a tedious fool. To 
the purpose: what was done to Elbow's 
uite that he hath cause to complain of? 
Come me to what was done to her. 

Pom. Sir, your honour cannot come to 
that yet. 

Escal. No, sir, nor I mean it not. 

Pom. Sir, but you shall come to it, by 
your honour's leave. And, 1 beseech you, 
look into Master Froth here, sir, a man of 
fourscore pound a year ; whose father died 
at Hallowmas—was’t not at Hallowmas, 
Master Froth ? 

Froth. All-hallond eve. 


Pom. Why, very well; I hope here be 
truths. He, sir, sitting, as I say, in a lower 
chair, sir; 'twas in the Bunch of Grapes, 
where, indeed, you have a delight to sit, 
have you not ? j 

Froth. 1 have so; because it is an open 
room, and good for winter. i.’o 

Pom. Why, very well then ; I hope here 
be truths. 

Ang. This will last out a night in Russia, 
When nights are longest there; I'll take 
my leave, 

And leave you to the hearing of the cause, 
Hoping you'll find good cause to whip them 
all. 1 

Escal. I think no less. Good morrow to 
your lordship. [Exh Angelo. 

Now. sir. come on ; what was done to 
Elbow’s wife, once more ? > n 

Pom. Once ?—sir. There was nothing 
done to her once. 

Elb. I beseech you, sir, ask him what this 
man did to my wife. 

Pom. 1 beseech your honour, ask me. 137 
Escal. Well, sir, what did this gentleman 
to her ? 

Pom. I beseech you, sir, look in this 
gentleman’s face. Good Master Froth, look 
upon his honour; 'tis for a good purpose. 
Doth your honour mark his face ? 14 -! 

Escal. Ay, sir, very well. 

Pom. Nay, 1 beseech you, mark it well. 
Escal. Well, 1 do so. 143 

Pom. Doth your honour see any harm in 
his face ? 

Escal. Why, no. 

Pom. rii be suppos'd upon a book his 
face is the worst thing about him. Good 
then ; if his face be the worst thing about 
him, how could Master Froth do the con¬ 
stable’s wife any harm ? I would know 
that of your honour. is-’ 

Escal. He's in the right, constable; what 
say you to it ? 

Elb. First, an it like you, the house is a 
respected house; next, this is a respected 
fellow; and his mistress is a respected 
woman. 136 

Pom. By this hand, sir, his wife is a more 
respected person than any of us all. 

Elb. Varlct, thou liest; thou liest, 
wicked varlet; the time is yet to come that 
she was ever respected with man, woman, 
or child. 101 

Pom. Sir, she was respected with him 
before he married with her. 

Escal. Which is the wiser here, Justice or 
Iniquity ? Is this true ? i(»3 

Elb. O thou caitiff i O thou varlet! O 
thou wicked Hannibal' I respected with 
her before I was married to her 1 If ever I 
was respected with her, or she with me, let 
not your worship think me the poor Duke’s 
ofiheer. Prove this, thou wicked Hannibal, 
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or ril have mine action of battery on 
thee. 

Escal. If he took you a box o* th* ear, you 
might have your action of slander too. 173 

Bib. Marry, I thank your good worship 
for it. What is’t your worship's pleasure I 
shall do with this wicked caitiff ? 176 

Escal. Truly, officer, because he hath 
some offences in him that thou vvouldst 
discover if thou couldst, let him continue 
in his courses till thou know'st what they 
are. *7 

Elb. Marrv. 1 thank your worship for it. 
Thou seest, thou wicked varlet, now, whatS 
come upon thee : thou art to continue now, 
thou varlet; thou art to continue. 

Escal. Where were you born, friend ? 

Froth. Here in Vienna, sir. 

Escal. Are you of fourscore pounds a 
year ? 

Froth. Yes, an’t please you, sir. 

Esca . So. What trade arc you of, sir ? 

Pom. A tapster, a poor widow’s tapster. 

Escal. Your mistress' name ? 

Pom. Mistress Overdone. 

Escal. Hath she had any more than one 
husband ? 

Pom. Nine, sir; Overdone by the last. 

Escal. Nine! Come hither to me, Master 
Froth, Master Froth, 1 would not have 
you acquainted with tapsters : they will 
draw you, Master Froth, and you will hang 
them. Get you gone, and let me hear no 
more of you. 

Froth. 1 thank your worship. For mine 
own part, I never come into any room in a 
taphouse but I am drawn in. i jn 

Escal, Well, no more of it, Master Froth ; 
farewell. [Exif Frof/i] Come you hither to 
me, Master Tapster ; what's your name, 
Master Tapster ? 

Pom. Pompey. 

Escal. What else ? 

Pom. Bum, sir, 

Escal. Troth, and your bum is the greatest 
thing about you ; so that, in the beastliest 
sense, you are Pompey the Great- Pompey, 
you are partly a baw'd, Pompey, howsoever 
you colour it in being a tapster. Are you 
not ? Come, tell me true ; it shall be the 
better for you. • 

Pom. Truly, sir, 1 am a poor fellow that 
would live. 

Escal. How would you live, Pompey—by 
being a bawd ? What do you thiiik of the 
trade, Pompey ? Is it a lawful trade ? 

Pom. If the law w'ould allow it, sir. 

Escal. But the law will not allow it, 
Pompey ; nor it shall not be allowed in 
Vienna. 

Pom. Does your worship mean to geld 
and splay all the youth of the city ? 

Escal. No, Pompey. -.joj 

Pom. Truly, sir, in my poor opinion, they 1 
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will to’t then. If your worship will take 
order for the drabs and the knaves, you 
need not to fear the bawds. 

Escal. There is pretty orders beginning, 
I can tell you : it is but heading and hang¬ 
ing. 

Pom. If you head and hang all that offend 
that way but for ten year together, you'll 
be glad to give out a commission for more 
heads ; if this law hold in Vienna ten year, 
I'll rent the fairest house in it, after three¬ 
pence a bay. If you live to see thi.s come 
to pa.ss, say Pompey told you so. 

Escal. Thank you, good Pompey ; and, 
in requital of your prophecy, hark you ; I 
advise you. let me not find you before me 
again upon any complaint whatsoever—no, 
not for dwelling where you do; if I do, 
Pompey, I shall beat you to your tent, and 
prove a shrewd Cjesar to you ; in plain 
dealing, Pompey, I shall have you whipt. 
So for this time, Pompey, fare you well, ct jh 

Pom. I thank your worship for your good 
counsel; [Aside] but I shall follow it as the 
flesh and fortune shall better determine. ? 1 r 
Whip me ? No, no : let carman whip his 
|ade ; 

The valiant heart’s not whipt out of his 
trade. [Exit. 

Escal. Come hither to me, Master Elbow ; 
come hither, Master Constable. How long 
have you been in this place of con;>table ? 

Elb. Seven year and a half, sir. : 17 

Escal. I thought, by the readiness in the 
office, you had continued in it som: time. 
You say seven years together ? .?!v» 

Elb. And a half, sir. 

Escal. Alas, it hath been great pa ns to 
you ! They do you wrong to put you so oft 
upon’t. Are there not men in your ward 
sufficient to serve it ? 

Elb. Faith, sir, few of any wit in such 
matters ; as they are chosen, tliey are glad 
to choose me for them ; I do it for some 
piece of money, and go through with all. 

Escal. Look you, bring me in the names 
of some six or seven, the most sufficient of 
your parish. 

Elb. To your worship's house, sir ? 

Escal. To my house. Fare you well. 
[Exit Elbow] What's o’clock, think you ? 

Jusl. Eleven sir. 

Escal. I pray you home to dinner with 
me. 

Just. I humbly thank you. . 

Escal. It grieves me for the death of 
Claudio; 

But there's no remedy. 

Just. Lord Angelo is severe. 

Escal. It is but needful: 

Mercy is not itself that oft looks so ; 
Pardon is st.ll the nurse of second woe. 270 
But yet, poor Claudio! There is no remedy. 
Come, sir. [Exeunt* 
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ScENH II. AnoLlier room in Angelo's house* 
Enter Provost and a Servant. 

Serr, He’s hearing of a cause ; fie will 
come straight, 
ril tell him of you. 

Prov. Pray you do. [Exil Servan'^ 
rn know 

His pleasure ; may be he will relent. Alas, 
He hath but as offended in a dream ! 

All sects, all ages, smack of this vice; and he 
To die for’t! 

Enter Angelo. 

Ang. Now, what’s the matter, 

Provost ? 

Prov* Is t your will Claudio shall die 
to-morrow ? 

An«. Did not I tell thee yea ? Had si 
thou not order ? 

Why dost thou ask again ? 

Prov. Lest I might lie too rash ; 

Under your good correction, i have seen j • 
When, after execution, judgment hath 
Repented o’er his doom. 

Aug, Go to ; let that be mine. 

Do you your office, or give up your 
place, 

And you shall well be spar’d. 

Prov. 1 crave your honour’s pardon. 
What shall be done, sir, with the groaning 
Juliet? 

She's very near her hour. 

Ang. Dispose of her 

To some more fitter place, and that with 
speed. 

Re-enter Servant. 

Serr. Here is the sister of the man con¬ 
demn’d 

Desires access to you. 

Ang. Hath he a sister ? 

Proff. Ay, my good lord ; a very virtuous! 
maid, ^"! 

And to be shortly of a sisterhood, 

If not already. 

Ang* Well, let her be admitted. | 

{Exit Servant,! 

See you the fornicatress be remov’d ; i 
Let her have needful but not lavish means ; j 
There shall be order for’t, | 

Enter Lucio and Isabella. : 

Prov* [Going] Save your honour ! s | 
Ang. Stay a little while. [To Isabella]! 

Y’are welcome; what's your will?! 
I sab* 1 am a woeful suitor to your honour,; 
Please but your honour hear me, 

Ang. Well; what’s your suit ?i 

Isab. There is a vice that most 1 do abhor, i 
And most desire should meet the blow ofj 
justice ; :>»I 

Fo** which I would not plead, but that 1 
must; 


For which I must not plead, but that 1 am 
At w’ar 'twixt will and will not. 

Ang* Well; the matter ? 

I sab. 1 have a brother is condemn'd to 
die; 

1 do beseech you, let it be his fault, 

And not my brother. 

Prov. [Asidel Heaven give thee moving 
graces! 

Ang. Condemn the fault and not the 
actor of it! 

Why, every fault ’s condemn’d ere it be 
done; 

Mine were the very cipher of a function, 

To fine the faults whose fine stands in 
record, 

And let go by the actor. 

I sab. O just but severe law ! 

I had a brother, then. Heaven keep your 
honour! 

Lucio. [To Isabella] Give’t not o'er so ; to 
him again, entreat him, 

Kneel down before him, hang upon his 
gown ; () 

You are too cold : if you should need a pin, 
You could not with more tame a tongue 
desire it. 

To him, 1 say. 

Isab. Must he needs die ? 

Ang. Maiden, no remedy. 

Isab. Yes ; 1 do think that you might 
pardon him, 

And neither heaven nor man grieve at the 
mercy. 

Ang. I will not do’t, 

Isab. But can you, if you would ? 

Ang. Look, what 1 will not, that 1 cannot 
do. 

Isab. But might you do’t, and do che 
world no wrong. 

If so your heart were touch’d with that 
remorse 

As mine is to him ? 

Ang. He’s sentenc’d ; 'tis too late. 

Lucio. [To Isabella] You are too cold, so 

Isab. Too late ? Why, no ; 1, that do 
speak a word, 

May call it back again. Well, believe this: 
No ceremony that to great ones longs, 

Not the king's crowm nor the deputed 
sword, 0 • 

The marshal’s truncheon nor the judge’s 
robe, 

Become them with one half so good a grace 
As mercy docs. 

If he had been as you, and you as he, 

You would have slipp’d like him ; but he, 
like you, ' .s 

Would not have been so stern, 

Ang. Pray you be gone. 

Isab. 1 would to heaven 1 had your 
potency, 

And you were Isabel! Should it then be 
thus ? 
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No ; 1 would tell what 'twcre to be a judge 
And what a prisoner. 

Lucio. [To Isabella] Ay, touch him; 
there’s the vein. 

Ang. Your brother is a forfeit of the law, 
And ycu but waste your words. 

I sab. Alas ! alas ! 

Why, all the souls that were were forfeit 
once ; 

And He that might the vantage best have 
took 

Found out the remedy. How would you be 
If He, w hich is the top of judgment, should 
But judge you as you are ? O, think on 
that; 

And mercy then will breathe within your 
lips. 

Like man new made. 

Ang. Be you content, fair maid 

It is the law, not 1 condemn your brother. 
Were he my kinsman, brother, or my son, 
It should be thus with him. He must die 
to-morrow. s- 

I sab. To-morrow ! O. that’s sudden ! 
Spare him, spare him. 

He’s not prepar’d for death. Even tor our 
kitchens 

Wc kill the fowl of season ; shall wc serve 
heaven «5 

With less respect than we do minister 
To our gross seh es ? Good, good my lord, 
bethink you. 

Who is it that hath died for this offence ? 
There’s many have committed it. 

Lucio. [Aside] Ay, well said. 

Ang. The law hath not been dead, though 
it hath slept. ‘>o 

lliose many had not dar'd to do that evil 
If the first that did th’ edict infringe 
Had answer’d for his deed. Now ’tis awake. 
Takes note of what is done, and, like a 
prophet, 

Looks in a glass that shows what future 
evils— 05 

Either now or by remissness new conceiv’d, 
And so in progress to be hatch’d and 
bom— 

Are now to have no successive degrees, 

But here they live to end. 

Jsab. Yet show some pity. 

Ang. 1 show it most of all when 1 show 
justice; io<. 

For then I pity those I do not know, 

Which a dismiss’d offence would after gall, 
And do him right that, answering one foul 
wrong, 

Lives not to act another. Be satisfied ; 

Your brother dies to-morrow*; be content 

Isab. So you must be the first that gives 
this sentence, 

And he that suffers, O, it is excellent 
To have a giant’s strength I But it is 
tyrannous 

To use it like a giant, 
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Lucio* [To Isabella] That's well said. 

Isab* Could great men thunder no 

As Jove himself does, Jove would never be 
quiet. 

For every pelting petty officer 
Would use his heaven for thunder. 
Nothing but thunder. Merciful Heaven, 
Thou rather, with thy sharp and sulphurous 
bolt, 115 

Splits the unwedgcable and gnarled oak 
Than the soft myrtle. But man, proud 
man, 

Dress’d in a little brief authority, 

Most ignorant of what he’s most assur’d, 
His glassy essence, like an angry ape, 
Plays such fantastic tricks before high 
heaven 

As makes the angels weep ; wl o, w'ith our 
spleens. 

Would all themselves laugh mortal. 

Lucio. [To Isabella] O, to him, to him, 
wench ! He will relent; n t 

He’s coming ; 1 perceive’t. 

Prov. [Aside] Pray heaven she win him. 

Isab. We cannot weigh our brother with 
ourself. 

Great men may jest with saints : ’tis wit 
in them ; 

But in the less foul profanation. 

Lucio. [To Isabella] Thou’rt i’ th' right, 
girl; more 0’ that. 

Isab. That in the capta.n’s but a choleric 
word j JO 

Which in the soldier is flat blasphemy. 

Lucio. [To Isabella] Art a vis'd o' that ? 
More on't. 

Ang. Why do you put these sayings upon 
me ? 

Jsab. Because authority, though it err 
like others, 

Hath yet a kind ot medicine in itself 
That skins the vice o' th' top. Go to your 
bosom, 

Knock there, and ask your heart what it 
doth know 

That’s like my brother's fault. If it con¬ 
fess 

A natural guiltiness such as is his, 

Let it not sound a thought upon youi 
tongue 140 

Against my brother’s life. 

Ang. [As/d^] She speaks, and ’tis 

Such sense that my sense breeds with it.— 
F’are you well. 

Isab. Gentle my lord, turn back. 

Ang. I will bethink me. Come again 
to-morrow. 

Isab. Hark how I’ll bribe you ; good, my 
lord, turn back. 

Ang. How, bribe me ? i4<i 

Isab. Ay, with such gifts that heaven shall 
share with you. 

Lucio. [To Isabella] You had marr’d all 
else. 
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Scene 2] 

I sab. Not with fond sides of the tested 
gold, 

Or stones, whose rate are either rich or 
poor 

As fancy v alucs them; but with true 
prayers 151 

That shall be up at heaven and enter 
there 

Ere sun-rise, prayers from preserved souls, 
From fasting maids, whose minds arc 
dedicate 

To nothing temporal. 

Ang. Well; come to me to-morrow. 

Lucio. [To Isabella] Go to ; 'tis well ; 
away. i.y* 

Isab. Heaven keep your honour safe! 

Ang, lAsidcJ Amen ; for 1 

Am that way going to temptation 
Where prayers cross. 

Isab. At what hour to-morrow 

Shall I attend your lordship ? 

Ang. At any time Tore noon. 

Isab. Save your honour ! 

[Excuni all but Angelo. 

Ang. From thee ; even from thy 

virtue! i(»i 

What's this, what's this ? Is this her fault 
or mine ? 

The tempter or the tempted, who sins 
most ? 

Hal 

Not she ; nor doth she tempt; but it is 1 
riiat, lying by the violet in the sun, U)'* 
Do as the carrion does, not as the flow'r. 
Corrupt with virtuous season. Can it be 
That modesty may more betray our sense 
Than woman's lightness ? Having waste 
ground enough, 170 

Shall we desire to raze the sanctuary, 

And pitch our evils there ? O, fie, fie, fie! 
What dost thou, or what art thou, Angelo ? 
Dost thou desire her foully for those 
things 

That make her good ? O, let her brother 
live! 175 

Thieves for their robbery have authority 
When judges steal themselves. What, do 1 
love her. 

That 1 desire to hear her speak again. 

And feast upon her eyes 7 What is't I 
dream on ? 

O cunning enemy, that, to catch a saint, nio 
W'ith saints dost bait thy hook ! Most 
dangerous 

Is that temptation that doth goad us on 
To sin in loving virtue. Never could the 
strumpet. 

With all her double vigour, art and 
nature, 

Once stir my temper; but this virtuous 
maid 

Subdues me quite. Ever till now. 

When men were fond, I smil'd and wond'red 
how. [E.xi£. 


Scene III. A prison. 

Enter, severally, Duke, disguised as a Friar, 
and Provost. 

Duke. Hail to you, Provost! so I think 
you are. 

Prov. I am the Provost. What’s your 
will, good friar 7 

Duke. Bound by my charity and my 
blest order, 

I come to visit the afflicted spirits 
Here in the prison. Do me the common 
right s 

To let me see them, and to make me know 
The nature of their crimes, that 1 may 
minister 

To them accordingly. 

Prov. 1 would do more than that, if more 
were needful. 

Enter Juliet. 

Look, here comes one; a gentlewoman of 
mine, u> 

Who, falling in the flaws of her own youth. 
Hath blister'd her report. She is with 
child ; 

And he that got it, sentenc'd—a young 
man 

More fit to do another such offence 
Than die for this. 15 

Duke. WTien must he die ? 

Prov. As I do think, to-morrow. 

[To Juliet] I have provided for you ; stay 
awhile 

And you shall be conducted. 

Duke. Repent you, fair one, of the sin 
you carry 7 

Juliet. 1 do ; and bear the shame most 
patiently. 

Duke. I'll teach you how you shall 
arraign your conscience. 

And try your penitence, if it be sound 
Or hollowly put on. 

Juliet. I’ll gladly learn. 

Duke. Love you the man that wrong'd 
you ? 

Julkt. Yes, as I love the woman that 
wrong'd him. 25 

Duke. So then, it seems, your most 
offenceful act 
Was mutually committed. 

Juliet. Mutually. 

Duke. Then was your sin of heavier kind 
than his. 

Juliet. I do confess it, and repent it, 
father. 

Duke. 'Tis meet so, daughter; but lest 
you do repent 3^ 

As that the sin hath brought you to this 
shame. 

Which sorrow is always toward ourselves, 
not heaven. 

Showing we would not spare heaven as we 
love it, 
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But as wc stand in fear— 

Juliet, I do repent me as it is an evil* J3 
And take the shame with joy. 

Duke, There rest. 

Your partner, as I hear, must die to¬ 
morrow. 

And 1 am going with instruction to him. 
Grace go with you! Benedicite! [Exit, 

Juliet, Must die to-morrow! O, in¬ 
jurious law, 40 

That respites me a life whose very comfort 
Is still a dying horror ! 

Prov, *Tis pity of him. [Exetin'. 

ScENii IV. Angelo*s house. 

Enter Angelo. 

Ang. When I would pray and think, I 
think and pray 

To several subjects. Heaven hath my 
empty words, 

Whilst my invention, hearing not my 
tengue, 

Anchors on Isabel. Heaven in my mouth. 
As if 1 did but only chew his name, 

And in my heart the strong and swelling 
evil 

Of my conception. The state whereon 1 
studied 

Is, like a good thing being often read. 
Grown sere and tedious: yea, my 
gravity, 

Where n—let no man hear me —1 take 
pride, 

Could 1 with boot change for an idle plume 
Which the air beats for vain. O place, O 
form. 

How often dost thou with thy case, thy 
habit, 

Wrench awe from fools, and tie the wiser 
souls 

To thy false seeming! Blood, thou art 
blood. 15 

Let's write ' good angel ’ on the dev il's horn; 
'Tis not the devil’s crest. 

Enter Servant. 

How now, who’s there ? 

Seri'. One Isabel, a sister, desires access 
to you. 

Ang. Teach her the way. (Exii Servaw/I 
O heavens! 

Why does my blood thus muster to my 
heart, 

Making both it unable for itself 
And dispossessing all my other parts 
Of necessary fitness ? 

So play the foolish throngs with one that 
swoons; 

Come all to help him, and so stop the air 35 
By which he should revive ; and even so 
The general subject to a well-wish'd king 
Quit their own part, and in obsequious 
fondness 


Crowd to his presence, where their untaught 
.ove 

Must needs appear offence. 

En'er Isabella. 

How now, fair maid ? yy 

Isab. I am come to know your pleasure. 

Aug. That you might know it would 
much better please me 
Than to demand what 'tis. Your brother 
cannot live. 

Isah. Even so! Heaven keep your 
honour 1 

Ang. Yet may he live awhile, and, it may 
be, 13 

As long as you or I; yet he must die. 

Isab. Under your sentence ? 

Ang. Yea. 

Isab, When ? 1 beseech you ; that in his 
reprieve. 

Longer or shorter, he may be so fitted ♦<> 
That his soul sicken not. 

Ang. Ha ! Fie, these filthy vices! It 
were as good 

To pardon him that hath from nature stol’n 
A man already made, as to remit 
Their saucy sweetness that do coin heaven’s 
image 4> 

In stamps that are forbid ; ’!!« all as easy 
Falsely to take away a life true made 
As to put metal in restrained means 
To make a false one. 

Isab, 'Tis set down so in heaven, but not 
in earth. 5 * 

Ang. Say you so ? Then I shall pose you 
quickly. 

Which had you rather—that the most just 
law 

Now took your brother's life ; or, to redeem 
him, 

Give up your body to such sweet unclean¬ 
ness 

As she that he hath stain’d ? 

Isab, Sir, believe this ; 35 

I had rather give my body tlian my soul. 

Ang. I talk not of your soul; our com- 
pell'd sins 

Stand more for number than for accompt. 

Isab, How say you i 

Ang. Nay, I'll not warrant that; for 1 
can speak 

Against the thing I say. Answer to this: 
I, now the voice of the recorded law, oi 
Pronounce a sentence on your brother's 
life; 

Might there not be a charity in sin 
To save this brother’s life ? 

Isab, Please you to do’t, 

I'll take it as a peril to my soul os 

It is no sin at ail, but charity. 

Ang, Pleas'd you to do’t at peril of your 
soul, 

Were equal poise of sin and charity. 

Isab, That I do beg his life, if it be sin. 
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Scene 4] 


Heaven let me bear it! You granting of my 
suit, 

If that be sin, I’ll make it my morn prayer 
To have it added to the faults of mine, 
And nothing of your answer. 

Ang. Nay, but hear me ; 

Your sense pursues not mine; either you 
are ignorant 

Or seem so, craftiiy ; and that’s not good. 

Isah. Let me be ignorant, and in nothing 
good 

But graciously to know I am no better. 

Ang. I’hus wisdom wishes to appear most 
bright 

When it doth tax itself; as these black 
masks 

Proclaim an enshielded beauty ten times 
louder 

Than beauty could, display’d. But mark 
me: 

I’o be received plain, I'll speak more 
gross— 

Your brother is to die. 

J sab. So. 

Ang. And his offence is so, as it appears. 
Accountant to the law upon that pain. 

Jsab. True. 

Ang. Admit no other way to save his life. 
As I subscribe not that, nor any other, 
But, in the loss of question, that you, his 
sister, n<> 

Finding yourself desir’d of such a person 
Whose credit with the judge, or own great 
place. 

Could fetch your brother from the manacles 
Of the all-binding law ; and that there were 
No earthly mean to save him but that cither 
You must lay down the treasures of your 
body o<' 

To this supposed, or else to let him suffer— 
What would you do ? 

Isab. As much for my poor brother as 
myself; 

That is, were I under the terms of death, 
Th’ impression of keen whi^ s I’d wear as 
rubies, it>i 

And strip myself to dea h as to a bed 
That longing have been sick for, ere I’d 
yield 

My body up to shame. 

Ang. Then must your brother die. 

Isab. And ’twere the cheaper way : 
Better it were a brother died at once 
Than that a sister, by redeeming him. 
Should die for ever. 

Ang. Were not you, then, as cruel as the 
sentence 

That you have slander’d so ? 

Isab. Ignominy in ransom and free 
pardon 

Are of two houses : lawful mercy 
Is nothing kin to foul redemption. 

Ang. You seem’d of late to make the law 
a tyrant; 


And rather prov’d the sliding of your 
brother 115 

A merriment than a vice. 

Isab. O, pardon me, my lord! It oft falls 
out. 

To have what we would have, we speak not 
what we mean : 

I something do excuse the thing I hate 
For his advantage that I dearly love, tw 

Ang. We are all frail. 

Isab. El >e let my brother die, 

If not a fedary but only he 
Owe and succeed thy weakness. 

Ang. Nay, women are frail too. 

Isab. Ay, as the glasse 5 where they view 
themselves, j-r) 

Which are as easy broke as they make 
forms. 

W’omen, help heaven ! Men their creation 
mar 

In profiting by them. Nay, call us ten 
times frail; 

For we are soft as our complexions are, 
And credulous to false prints. 

Ang. I think it well; 1;» 

And from this testimony of your own 
sex, 

Since I suppose we are made to be no 
stronger 

Than faults may shake our frames, let me 
be bold. 

1 do arrest your words. Be that you arc, 
That is, a woman ; if you be more, you’re 
none; rri 

If you be one, as you are well express’d 
By all external warrants, show it now 
By putting on the destin’d livery. 

Isab. 1 have no tongue but one ; gentle, 
my lord, 

Let me intreat you speak the former 
language. 

Ang. Plainly conceive, 1 love you. 

Isalf. My brother did love Juliet, 

And you tell me that ht shall die for’t. 

Ang. He shall not, Isabel, if you give me 
love. 

Isab. 1 know your virtue hath a license 
in’t, Ml 

Wliich seems a little fouler than it is, 

To pluck on others. 

Ang. Believe me, on mine honour. 

My words express my purpose. 

Isab. Ha! little honour to be much 
believ'd, 

And most pernicious purpose! Seeming, 
seeming I 

1 will proclaim thee, Angelo, look for’t. 
Sign me a present pardon for my brother 
Or, with an outstretch’d throat, I'll tell the 
world aloud 
What man thou art. 

Ang. Who will believe thee, Isabel ? 
My iinsoil'd name, th’ austereness o my 
life, xfi. 
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My vouch against you, and my place i* th* 
state. 

Will so your accusation overweigh 
That you shall stifle in your own report, 
And smell of calumny. I have begun. 

And now 1 give my sensual race the rein: 
Fit thy consent to my sharp appetite; 

Lay by all nicety and prolixious blushes 
ITiat banish what ttiey sue for; redeem thy 
brother 

By yielding up thy body to my will; 

Or else he must not only die the death, if'5 
But thy unkindness shah his death draw 
out 

To lingering sufferance. Answer me to¬ 
morrow. 

Or, by the affection that now guides me 
most, 

ril prove a tyrant to him. As for you. 
Say what you can: my false o’erw-eighs 
your true. [Exit. 

Isah, To whom should I complain ? Did 
I tell this, iri 

Who would believe me ? O perilous 
mouths 

That bear in them one and the self-same 
tongue 

Either of condemnation or approof, 
Bidding the law make curtsy to their will; 
Hooking both right and wrong to th' 
appetite, iy(» 

To follow as it draws I ril to my brother. 
Though he hath fall’n by prompture of the 
blood, 

Yet hath he in him such a mind of honour 
That, had he twenty heads to tender down 
On twenty bloody blocks, he’d yield them 
up 

Before his sister should her body stoop 
To such abhorr’d pollution. 

Then, Isabel, live chaste, and, brother, die : 
More than our brother is our chastity. 
ril tell him yet of Angelo’s request. 

And fit his mind to death, for his soul’s rest. 

lExif. 

ACT THREE. 

Scene i. The prison. 

Enter Duke, disguised as beforet Claudio, 
and Provost. 

Duke, So, then you hope of pardon from 
Lord Angelo ? 

Claud, The miserable have no other 
medicine 
But only hope: 

1 have hope to live, and am prepar’d to die. 

Duke, Be absolute for death; either 
death or life 5 

Shall thereby be the sweeter. Reason thus 
with life. 

If I do lose thee, I do lose a thing 
That none but fools would keep. A breath 
thou art, 


Servile to all the skyey influences, 

That dost this habitation where thou 
keep’st JO 

Hourly afflict. Merely, thou art Death’s 
fool; 

For him thou labour’st by thy flight to 
shun 

And yet run’st toward him still. Thou art 
not noble; 

For all th’ accommodations tliat thou 
bcar’st 

Are nurs’d by baseness. Thou ’rt by no 
means valiant; t5 

For thou dost fear the soft and tender fork 
Of a poor worm. Thy best of rest is sleep. 
And that thou oft provok'st; yet grossly 
fear’st 

Thy death, which is no more. Thou art 
not thvself; 

For thou exists on many a thousand 
grains :!o 

That issue out of dust. Happy thou art 
not; 

For what thou hast not, still thou striv’st 
to get. 

And what thou hast, forget’st. Thou art 
not certain ; 

For thy complexion shifts to strange effects, 
After the moon. If thou art rich, thou’rt 
poor; 2 3 

For, like an ass whose back with ingots 
bows, 

Thou bear’st thy heavy riches but a 
journey, 

And Death unloads thee. Friend hast thou 
none ; 

For thine own bowels which do call thee 
sire. 

The mere effusion of thy proper loins, v* 
Do curse the gout, serpigo, and the rheum, 
For ending thee no sooner. Thou hast nor 
youth nor age, 

But, as it were, an after-dinner’s sleep. 
Dreaming on both ; for all thy blessed 
youth 

Becomes as aged, and doth beg the alms 35 
Of palsied eld ; and when thou art old and 
rich, 

Thou hast neither heat, affection, limb, nor 
beauty. 

To make thy riches pleasant. Wliat’s yet 
in this 

That bears the name of life ? Yet in this life 
Lie hid moc thousand deaths; yet death 
we fear, 40 

ITiat makes these odds all even. 

Claud, I humbly thank you. 

To sue to live, I find I seek to die; 

And, seeking death, find life. Let it come 
on. 

I sab, [With in] What, ho 1 Peace here ; 
grace and good company I 

Prov, Who’s there ? Come in ; the wish 
deserves a welcome. 4S 
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Scene 1] 

Duke, Dear sir, ere long I’ll visit you 
again. 

Claud, Most holy sir, I thank you. 

Enter Isabella. 

I sab. My business is a word or two with 
Claudio. 

Prcfv, And very welcome. Look, signior, 
here’s your sister. 50 

Duke, Provost, a word with you. 

Prov, As many as you please. 

Duke, Bring me to hear them speak, 
where I may be conceal’d. 

[Exeunt Duke and ProvoJ, 
Claud, Now, sister, what’s the comfort ? 
Isab, Why, 

As all comforts arc; most good, most 
good, indeed. 

Lord Angelo, having affairs to heaven, 
Intends you for his swift ambassador. 
Where you shall be an everlasting leiger. 6t. 
llierefore, your best appointment make 
with speed; 

To-morrow you set on. 

Claud, Is there no remedy ? 

Isab, None, but such remedy as, to save 
a head. 

To cleave a heart in twain. 

Claud, But is there any ? 

Isab, Yes, brother, you may live: 65 

lliere is a devilish mercy in the judge, 

If you’ll implore it, that will free your 
life, 

But fetter you till death. 

Claud, Perpetual durance ? 

Isab, Ay, just; perpetual durance, a 
restraint, 

Though all the world’s vastidity you had. 
To a determin’d scope. 

Claud, But in what nature ? 

Isab, In such a one as, you consenting 
to’t. 

Would bark your honour from that trunk 
you bear, 

And leave you naked. 

Claud, Let me know the point. 

Isab, O, I do fear thee, Claudio; and I 
quake, 75 

Lest thou a feverous life shouldst entertain, 
And six or seven winters more respect 
Than a perpetual honour. Dar’st thou die ? 
The sense of death is most in apprehension ; 
And the poor beetle that we tread upon So 
In corporal sufferance finds a pang as great 
As when a giant dies. 

Claud. Why give you me this shame ? 
Think you I can a resolution fetch 
From flow’ry tenderness ? If I must die, 

I will encounter darkness as a bride ss 
And hug it in mine arms. 

Isab, There spake my brother; there 
my father’s grave 

Did utter forth a voice. Yes, thou must die: 
Thou art too noble to conserve a life 


In base appliances. This outward-sainted 
deputy, 00 

Whose settled visage and deliberate word 
Nips., youth i’ th’ head, and follies doth 
enew 

As falcon doth the fowl, is yet a devil; 

His filth within being cast, he would appear 
A pond as deep as hell. 

Claud, The precise Angelo I 

Isab. O, ’tis the cunning livery of hell )0 
The damned’st body to invest and cover 
In prcc S2 guards! Dost thou think, 
Claudio, 

If I would yield him my virginity 
Thou mightst be freed ? 

Claud, O heavens ! it cannot be. 

Isab, Yes, he would give't thee, from this 
rank offence, 101 

So to offend him still. This night's the time 
That I should do what I abhor to name. 
Or else thou diest to-morrow. 

Claud, Thou shalt not do’t. 

' Isab, O, were it but my life 1 10$ 

I'd throw it down for your deliverance 
As frankly as a pin. 

Claud. Thanks, dear Isabe.. 

Isab, Be ready, Claudio, for your death 
to-morrow. 

Claud, Yes. Has he affections in him 
That thus can make him bite the law by th’ 
nose no 

When he would force it ? Sure it is no sin ; 
Or of the deadly seven it is the least. 

Isab. Which is the least ? 

Claud, If it were damnable, he being so 
wise, 

Why would he for the momentary trick 11 ■> 
Be pcrdurably fin’d ?—O Isabel I 
Isab, What says my brother ? 

Claud, Death is a fearful thing. 

Isab, And shamed life a hateful* 

Claud, Ay, but to die, and go we know 
not where; 

To lie in cold obstruction, and to rot; no 
This sensible warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod ; and the delighted spirit 
To bathe in fiery floods or to reside 
In thrilling region of thick-ribbed ice ; 

To be imprison’d in the viewless winds, 125 
And blown with restless violence round 
about 

The pendent world ; or to be worse than 
worst 

Of those that lawless and incertain thought 
Imagine howling—’tis too horrible. ng 
The weariest and most loathed worldly life 
That age, ache, penury, and imprisonment, 
Can lay on nature is a paradise 
To what we fear of death. 

Isab. Alas, alas! 

Claud, Sweet sister, let me live. 

What sin you do to save a brother’s life. 
Nature dispenses with the deed so far 136 
That it becomes a virtue. 
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I sab. O you beast! 

O faithless coward ! O dishonest wretch! 
Wilt thou be made a man out of my vice ? 
Is’t not a kind of incest to take life no 
From thine own sister's shame ? What 
should 1 think ? 

Heaven shield my mother play’d my father 
fair! 

For such a warped slip ot wilderness 
Ne'er issu’d from his blood. Take my 
defiance ; i u 

Die ; perish. Might but my bending down 
Reprieve thee from tli>' fate, it should 
proceed. 

ril pray a thousand prayers for thy death. 
No word to save thee. 

Claud. Nay, hear me. Isabel. 

I sab. O fie, he, fie ! 

Thy sin’s not accidental, but a trade. 
Mercy to thee would prove itself a baw'd ; 
'Tis best that thou diest quickly. 

Claud. O, hear me, Isabek'a. 

Re-euter Dukk. 

Duke. Vouchsafe a word, young sNter. 
but one word, 

I sab. What is your will ? lyt 

Duke. Might you dispense with your 
le sure, 1 would by and by have some 
speech with you ; the satisfaction 1 would 
require is likewise your own benefit. i?; 

I sab, I have no superfluous leisure ; my 
stay must be stolen out of other affairs; 
but I will attend you awhile, fWa/ks apart 
Duke. Son, I have overheard what hath 
pass’d between you and your sister. Angelo 
had never the purpose to corrupt her ; only 
he hath made an assay of her virtue to 
practise his judgment with the disposition 
of natures. She, having the truth of honour 
in her, hath made him that gracious denial 
which he is most glad to receive. I am 
confessor to Angelo, and I know this to be 
true ; therefore prepare yourself to death. 
Do not satisfy your resolution with hopes 
that are fallible ; to-morrow you must die ; 
go to your knees and make ready. 

Claud. Let me ask my sister pardon. 1 
am so out of love with life that I will sue 
to be rid of it. 

Duke. Hold you there. Farewell. [Exit 
Claudio] Provost, a word with you. 

Re-enter Provost. 

Pro. What’s your will, father ? 174 

Duke. That, now you are come, you will 
be gone. Leave me a while with the maid ; 
my mind promises with my habit no loss 
shall touch her by my company. 177 

Prov. In good time. [Exit Provost 

Duke. The hand that hath made you fair 
hath made you good ; the goodness that is 
cheap in beauty makes beauty brief in good¬ 
ness ; but grace, being the souJ o. your 
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complexion, shall keep the body of it ev^er 
fair. The assault that Angelo hath made to 
you, fortune hath convey’d to my under¬ 
standing; and, but that frailty hath ex¬ 
amples for his falling, 1 should wonder at 
Angelo. How will you do to content this 
substitute, and to save your brother ? iSo 
Isab, 1 am now going to resolve him ; 1 
had rather my brother die by the law than 
my son should be unlawfully born. But, O, 
how much is the good Duke deceiv'd in 
Angelo ! If ever he return, and I can speak 
to him, I will open my lips in vain, or 
discover his government. i<>i 

Duke. That shall not be much amiss ; 
yet, as the matter now stands, he will avoid 
your accusation ; he made trial of you only, 
therefore fasten your ear on my advisings ; 
to the love I have in doing good a remedy 
presents itself. I do make myself believe 
chat you may most uprighteously do a poor 
wronged lady a merited benefit; redeem 
your brother from the angry law ; do no 
>tain to your own gracious person ; and 
nuch please the absent Duke, if perad- 
venture he shall ever return to b.ave hearing 
:>f this business. 200 

Isab. Let me hear you speak farther ; I 
tave spirit to do anything that appears not 
ionl in the truth of my spirit. 

Duke. Virtue ivS bold, and goodn.^ss never 
Tearful. Have you not heard speak of 
Mariana, the sister of Frederick, the great 
soldier who miscarried at sea ? .03 

Isab. I have heard of the lade, and good 
words went with her name. 

Duke. She should this Angelo have 
married ; was affianced to her by oath, and 
the nuptial appointed; between which 
time of the contract and limit of the 
solemnity her brother Frederick was 
wreck’d at sea, having in that perished 
vessel the dowry of his sister. But mark 
iunv heavily this bcfeil to the poor gentle¬ 
woman : there she lost a noble and re¬ 
nowned brother, in his love toward her ever 
most kind and natural; with him the 
portion and sinew of her fortune, her 
marriage-dowry ; with both, her combinate 
husband, this well-seeming Angelo. 217 
Isab. Can this be so ? Did Angelo so 
leave her ? 

Duke, Left her in her tears, and dried not 
one of them with his comfort; swallowed 
his vows whole, pretending in her dis¬ 
coveries of dishonour ; in few, bestow'd her 
on her own lamentation, which she yet 
wears for his sake ; and he, a marble to her 
tears, is washed with them, but relents not. 

Isab. What a merit were it in death to 
take th 0 poor maid from the world ! What 
corrupt on in this life that it will let this 
man Lve! But how out of this can she 
ava l ? 226 
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Duke. It is a rupture that you may easi’y 
heal; and the cure of it not only saves your 
brother, but keeps you from dishonour in 
doing it. 

Isab, Show me how, good father. 

Duke. This forenamed maid hath yet in 
her the continuance of her first affection; 
his unjust unkindness, that in all reason 
should have quenched her love, hath, like an 
impediment in the current, made it more 
violent and unruly. Go you to Angelo ; 
answer his requiring with a plausible obedi¬ 
ence ; agree with his demands to the point; 
only refer yourself to this advantage : first, 
that your stay with him may not be .ong ; 
that the time may have all shadow and 
silence in it; and the place answer to con¬ 
venience. This being granted in course— 
and now follows all: we shall advise this 
wronged maid to stead up your appoint¬ 
ment. go in your place. If the encounter 
acknowledge itself hereafter, it may compel 
him to her recompense ; and here, by this, 
is your brother saved, your honour un¬ 
tainted, the poor Mariana advantaged, and 
the corrupt deputy scaled. The maid w'ill I 
frame aiul make fit for his attempt. If you 
think well to carry this as you may, the 
doublcness of the benefit defends the deceit 
from reproof. What think you of it ? m • 
Isab. I'hc image of it gives me content 
already ; and 1 trust it will grow to a most 
prosperous perfection. ; m 

Duke. It lies much in your holding up. 
Haste you speedily to Angelo ; if for this 
night he entreat you to his bed, give him 
promise of satisfaction. I will presently to 
Saint Luke’s; there, at the moated grange, 
resides this dejected Mariana. At that place 
call upon me ; and dispatch with Angelo, 
that it may be quickly. 

Isab. I thank you for this comfort. Fare 
you well, good father. lExemi/ severally. 

ScENii IL Uie streei before the prison. 

Enter, on one side, Dincfi disguised as before ; 
on the other, Elbow, and Officers 
with POMPKY. 

Elb. Nay, if there be no remedy for it, but 
that you will needs buy and sell men and 
women like beasts, we shall have all the 
world drink brown and white bastard. 

Dulce. O heavens ! what stuff is here ? 4 
Pom. Twas never merry world since, of 
two usuries, the merriest was put down, and 
the worser allow’d by order of law a furr’d 
gown to keep him warm ; and furr'd with 
fox on lamb-skins too, to signify that craft, 
being richer than innocency, stands for the 
facing. q 

Elb. Come your way, sir. Bless you, good 
father friar. 

Duke. And you, good brother father. 


What offence hath this man made you, sir ? 

Elb. Marry, sir, he hath offended the law; 
and, sir, we take him to be a thief too, sir, 
for we have found upon him, sir, a strange 
picklock, which we have sent to the 
deputy. M 

Duke. I’ie, sirrah, a bawd, a wicked 
bawd ! 

The evil that thou causest to be done, 
rhat is thy means to live. Do thou but 
think 

What 'tis to cram a maw' or clothe a back 
From such a filthy \ ice ; say to thyself 
' From their abominable and beastly touches 
1 drink, I eat, array myself, and live 
Canst thou I)elieve thy living is a life. 

So stinkingly depending ? Go mend, «’o 
mend. 

Pom. Indeed, it does stink in some sort, 
sir ; but yet, sir, I would prove -- 

Duke. Nay, if the devil have given thee 
proofs for sin, 

Thou wilt prove his. fake him to prison, 
officer; 

Correction and instruction must both worii 
Ere this rude beast will profit. , > 

Elb. He must before the deputy, sir ; he 
has given him warning. The deputy cannot 
abide a whoremaster; if he be a whore¬ 
monger, and comes before him, he were as 
I good go a mile on his errand. 

Duke. That \vc were all, as some w-ould 
seem to be, xs 

From our faults, as his faults from seem¬ 
ing, free. 

Elb. His neck will come to your waist—a 
cord, sir. 

Enleir LuciJ. 

Pom. I spy comfort ; I cry bail. Here’s 
a gentleman, and a friend of mine. f 

Lttcio. How now, noble Pompey ! Wh:r , 
at the wlieels of Caesar ? Art thou led in 
triumph ? What, is there none of Pyg¬ 
malion’s images, newly made woman, to be 
had now for putting the hand in the pocket 
and extracting it clutch’d ? What reply, 
ha ? What say'st thou to this tune, matter, 
and method ? Is’t not drown’d i’ th’ last 
rain, ha ? What say’st thou, trot ? Is the 
world as it was, man ? Which is the way ? 
Is it sad, and few words ? or how ? The 
trick of it ? ^ s 

Duke. Still thus, and thus; still worse ! 
Lucio. How doth my dear morsel, thy 
mistress ? Procures she still, ha ? 31 

Pom. Troth, sir, she hath eaten up all her 
beef, and she is herself in the tub. 

Lucio. Why, ’tis good ; it is the right of 
it; it must be so ; ever your fresh whore 
and your powder’d bawd—an unshunn’d 
consequence; it must be so. Art going to 
prison, Pompey ? 57 

Pom. Yes, faith, sir. 
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Lucio. VVhy» 'tis not amiss, Pompey. 
Farewell; go, say I sent thee thither. For 
debt, Pompey—or how ? 

Elb> For being a bawd, for being a bawd. 

Lucio* Well, then, imprison him. If im¬ 
prisonment be the due of a bawd, why, 'tis 
his right. Bawd is he doubtless, and of 
antiquity, too ; bawd-born. Farewell, good 
Pompey. Commend me to the prison, 
Pompey. You will turn good husband now, 
Pompey ; you will keep the house. 

Pom. I hope, sir, your good worship will 
be my bail. 

Lucio. No, indeed, will I not, Pompey ; 
it is not the wear. 1 will pray, Pompey, to 
increase your bondage. If you take it not 
patiently, why, your mettle is the more. 
Adieu, trusty Pompey. Bless you, friar. 

Duke. And you. 

Lucio. Does Bridget paint still, Pompey, 
ha ? 

Elb. Come your ways, sir ; come. 

Pom. You will not bail me then, sir ? 

Lucio. Then, Pompey, nor now. What 
news abroad, friar ? what news ? 

Elb. Come your ways, sir : come. 

Lucio. Go to kennel, Pompey, go. 

[Exeunt Elbow, Pompey and Officers. 
What news, friar, of the Duke ? «<> 

Duke. 1 know none. Can you tell me of 
any ? 

Lucio. Some say he is with the Emperor 
of Russia ; other some, he is in Rome ; but 
where is he, think you ? 

Duke. I know not where ; but whereso¬ 
ever, I wish him well. 05 

Lucio. It was a mad fantastical trick of 
him to steal from the state and usurp the 
beggary he was never born to. Lord Angelo 
dukes it well in his absence ; he puts trans¬ 
gression to’t. 

Duke. He does well in’t. 

Lucio. A little more lenity to lechery 
would do no harm in him. Something too 
crabbed that way, friar. 

Duke. It is too general a vice, and severity 
must cure it. 93 

Lucio. Yes, in good sooth, the vice is of a 
great kindred ; it is well allied ; but it is 
impossible to extirp it quite, friar, till eat¬ 
ing and drinking be put down. They say 
this Angelo was not made by man and 
woman after this downright w ay of creation. 
Is it true, think you ? 

Duke. How should he be made, then ? 99 

Lucio. Some report a sea-maid spawn’d 
him ; some, that he was begot between two 
stock-fishes. But it is certain that when he 
makes water his urine is congeal’d ice; 
that I know to be true. And he is a motion 
generative; that’s infallible. 104 

Duke. You are pleasant, sir, and speak 
apace. 

Lucio. Why, what a ruthless thing is this 
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in him, for the rebellion of a codpiece to 
take away the life of a man ! Would the 
Duke that is absent have done this ? Ere 
he would have hang’d a man for the getting 
a hundred bastards, he would have paid for 
the nursing a thousand. He had some feel¬ 
ing of the sport; he knew the service, and 
that instructed him to mercy. uz 

Duke. I never heard the absent Duke 
much detected for women ; he was not 
inclin’d that way. 

Lucio. O, sir, you are deceiv’d. 115 

Duke. ’Tis not possible. 

Lucio. Who—not the Duke ? Yes, your 
beggar of fifty ; and his use was to put a 
ducat in her clack-dish. The Duke had 
crotchets in him. He would be drunk too ; 
that let me inform you. 

Duke. You do him wrong, surely. 

Lucio. Sir, I was an inward of his. A shy 
Tellow was the Duke ; and I believe I know 
the cause of his withdrawing. 

Duke. What, 1 prithee, might be the 
cause ? i.’5 

Lucio. No. pardon ; *tis a secret must be 
lock’d within the teeth and the lips ; but 
this I can let you understand : the greater 
file of the subject held the Duke to be wise. 

Duke. Wise ? Why, no question but he 
was. 

Lucio. A very superficial, ignorant, un¬ 
weighing fellow. 130 

Duke. Either this is envy in you, folly, or 
mistaking ; the very stream of his life, and 
the business he hath helmed, must, upon a 
warranted need, give him a better pro¬ 
clamation. Let him be but testimonied in 
his own bringings-forth, and he shall appear 
to the envious a scholar, a statesman, and 
a soldier. Therefore you speak unskilfully ; 
or, if your knowledge be more, it is much 
dark’ned in your malice. 13S 

Lucio. Sir, 1 know him, and 1 love him. 
Duke. Love talks with better knowledge, 
and knowledge with dearer love, 141 

Lucio. Come, sir, 1 know what I know. 
Duke. I can hardly believe that, since you 
know not what you speak. But, if ever the 
Duke return, as our prayers are he may, let 
me desire you to make your answer before 
him. If it be honest you have spoke, you 
have courage to maintain it; 1 am bound 
to call upon you; and I pray you your 
name ? 

Lucio. Sir, my name is Lucio, well known 
to the Duke. 150 

Duke. He shall know you better, sir, if I 
may live to report you. 

Lucio. 1 fear you not. 

Duke. O, you hope the Duke will return 
no more; or you imagine me too unhurtful 
an opposite. But, indeed, 1 can do you 
little harm: you’ll forswear this again. 
Lucio. I’ll be hang’d first. Thou art 



MEASURE FOR MEASURE 


Scene 2] 

deceiv'd in me, friar. But no more of this. 
Canst thou tell if Claudio die to-morrow or 
no ? 

Duke. Why should he die, sir ? lOo 

Lucuk Why ? For filling a bottle with a 
tun-dish. I would the Duke we talk of were 
return'd again. This ungenitur’d agent will 
unpeople the province with continency; 
sparrows must not build in his house-eaves 
because they are lecherous. The Duke yet 
would have dark deeds darkly answered ; 
he would never bring them to light. Would 
he were return'd! Marry, this Claudio is 
condemned for untrussing. Farewell, good 
friar; 1 prithee pray for me. The Duke, 
I say to thee again, would eat mutton on 
Fridays. He's not past it yet; and, 1 say 
to thee, he would mouth with a beggar 
though she smelt brown bread and garlic. 
Say that 1 said so. Farewell. {Exit. 

Duke. No might nor greatness in mortal¬ 
ity 

Can censure scape; back-wounding ca¬ 
lumny 

The whitest virtue strikes. What king so 
strong 175 

Can tie the gall up in the slanderous 
tongue ? 

But who comes here ? 177 

Enter Escalus, Provost, and Officers 
with Mistress Overdone. 

EscaL Go, away with her to prison. 

Mrs. Ov. Good my lord, be good to me; 
your honour is accounted a merciful man; 
good my lord. iso 

Escal. Double and treble admonition, and 
still forfeit in the same kind ! This would 
make mercy swear and play the tyrant. 

Prov. A bawd of eleven years' continu¬ 
ance, may it please your honour. 185 
Mrs. Ov, My lord, this is one Lucio’s 
information against me. Mistress Kate 
Kecpdown was with child by him in the 
Duke’s time; he promis'd her marriage. 
His child is a year and a quarter old come 
Philip and Jacob ; I have kept it myself; 
and see how he goes about to abuse me. 191 
Escal, lliat fellow is a fellow of much 
license. Let him be call'd before us. Away 
with her to prison. Go to ; no more words. 
(Exeunt Officers with Mistress Overdone] 
Provost, my brother Angelo will not be 
alter’d : Claudio must die to-morrow. Let 
him be furnish'd with divines, and have all 
charitable preparation. If my brother 
wrought by my pity, it should not be so 
with him. 198 

Prov, So please you, this friar hath been 
with him, and advis'd him for th' entertain¬ 
ment of death. 200 

Escal, Good even, good father. 

Duke. Bliss and goodness on you I 
Escal, Of whence are you ? 


Duke, Not of this country, though my 
chance is now 

To use it for my time. 1 am a brother 205 
Of gracious order, late come from the See 
In special business from his Holiness. 

Escal, What news abroad i’ th’ world ? 
Duke, None, but that there is so great a 
fever on goodness that the dissolution of 
it must cure it. Novelty is only in request; 
and, as it is, as dangerous to be aged in any 
kind of course as it is virtuous to be con¬ 
stant in any undertaking. There is scarce 
truth enough alive to make societies secure; 
but security enough to make fellowships 
accurst. Much upon this riddle runs the 
wisdom of the world. This news is old 
enough, yet it is every day's news. I pray 
you, sir, of what disposition was the Duke ? 

Escal, One that, above all other strifes, 
contended especially to know himself. 219 
Duke, What pleasure was he given to ? 
Escal. Rather rejoicing to see another 
merry than merry at anything which pro¬ 
fess'd to make him rejoice; a gentleman 
of all temperance. But leave we him to his 
events, with a prayer they may prove 
prosperous; and let me desire to know 
how you find Claudio prepar’d. 1 am made 
to understand that you have lent him 
visitation. 226 

Duke, He professes to have received no 
sinister measure from his judge, but most 
willingly humbles himself to the determina¬ 
tion of justice. Yet had he framed to him¬ 
self, by the instruction of his frailty, many 
deceiving promises of life ; which I, by my 
good leisure, have discredited to him, and 
now is he resolv’d to die. 23-* 

Escal. You have paid the heavens your 
function, and the prisoner the very debt of 
your calling. I have labour'd for the poor 
gentleman to the extremest shore of my 
modesty ; but my brother justice have I 
found so severe that he hath forc’d me to 
tell him he is indeed Justice. 237 

Duke. If his own life answer the strait- 
ness of his proceeding, it shall become him 
well; wherein if he chance to fail, he hath 
sentenc’d himself. 240 

Escal. I am going to visit the prisoner. 
Fare you well. 

Duke, Peace be with you ! 

[Exeunt Escalus and Provost, 
He who the sword of heaven will bear 
Should be as holy as severe ; 

Pattern in himself to know, 245 

Grace to stand, and virtue go ; 

More nor less to others paying 
Than by self-offences weighing. 

Shame to him whose cruel striking 
Kills for faults of his own liking ! 250 

Twice treble shame on Angelo, 

To weed my vice and let his grow 1 
O, what may man within him hide, 
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Though angel on the outward side I 
How may likeness, made in crimes, 

Make a practice on the times, 

To draw with idle spiders' strings 
Most ponderous and substantial things ! 
Craft against vice I must apply. 

With Angelo to-night shall lie 
His old betrothed but despised ; 

So disguise shall, by th' disguised. 

Pay with falsehood false exacting. 

And perform an old contracting. [Exi 7 

ACT FOUR 

SchNK I. The moated grange ai Sain* Luke's 
Enter Mariana ; and Boy sini^ing. 

Song 

Take, O, take those lips away, 

Ihat so sweetly were forsworn : 

And those eyes, the break of day. 

Lights that do mislead the morn ; 

But my kisses bring again, bring again ; * 
Seals of love, but seal'd in vain, scal'd in 
vain. 

Enter Dukb. disguised as before. 

Mari. Break off thy song, and haste thee 
quick aw'ay ; 

Here comes a man of comfort, whose advice 
Hath often still’d my brawling discontent. 

[Exit Boy. 

1 cry you mercy, sir, and well could wish 
You had not found me here so musical. i» 
Let me excuse me, and believe me so, 

My mirth it much displeas’d, but pleas’d 
my woe. 

Duke. 'Tis good ; though music oft hath 
such a charm 

To make bad good and good provoke to 
harm. > ^ 

1 pray you tell me hath anybody inquir'd 
for me here to-day. Much upon this time 
have I promis'd here to meet. 

Mari. You have not been inquir’d after ; 
I have sat here all day, 

Enter Isabf.lla. 

Duke. I do constantly believe you. The 
time is come even now. I shall crave your 
forbearance a little. May be I will call 
upon you anon, for some advantage to 
yourself. 

Mari. I am always bound to you. (Exit. 
Duke. Very well met, and well come, 
What is the news from this good deputy ? 
I sab. He hath a garden circummur'd 
with brick, 

Whose western side is with a vineyard 
back’d; 

And to that vineyard is a planchcd gate 
That makes his opening with this bigger 
key; 


[Act 4 

This other doth command a little door 
Which fri)m the vineyard to the garden 
leads. 

There have I made my promise 
Upon the heavy middle of the night 
To call upon him. 

Duke. But shall you on your knowledge 
find this way ? 

Isab. I have ta'en a due and wary note 
upon't; 

With whispering and most guilty diligence. 
In action all of precept, he did show me 
The way twice o'er. 

Duke. Are there no other tokens 

Between you 'greed concerning her observ¬ 
ance ? |o 

Isab. No, none, but only a repair i’ th’ 
dark ; 

And that I have possess'd him my most stay 
Can be but brief; for I have made him 
know 

1 have a servant comes with me along, 4i 
That stays upon me ; whose persuasion is 
1 come about my brother. 

Duke. Tis well borne up. 

I have not yet made knowm to Mariana 
A word of this. What ho, within ! come 
forth. 

Re-enter Mariana. 

I pray you be acquainted with this ma d ; 
She comes to do yon good. 

I sat'. I tio desire the like. 

Duke. Do you persuade yourself that 1 
respect you ? 5^ 

Mari. Good friar, I know you do, and 
have found it. 

Duke. Take, then, this your companion 
by the hand, 

Who hath a story ready for your ear. si 
I shall attend your leisure; but make haste; 
The vaporous night approaches. 

Mari. Will’t please you walk aside ? 

[Exeunt Mariana and Isabella. 
Duke. O place and greatness ! Millions 
of false eyes 

Are stuck upon thee. Volumes of report 
Run with these false, and most contrarious 
quest bo 

Upon thy doings. Thousand escapes of wit 
Make thee the father of their idle dream, 
And rack thee in their fancies. 

Re-enter Mariana and Isabella. 

Welcome, how agreed ? 
Isab. She’ll take the enterprise upon her, 
father, 

If you advise it. 

Duke. It is not my consent, 65 

But my entreaty too. 

Isab. Little have you to say. 

When you depart from him, but, soft and 
low, 

Remember now my brother 
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Mari. Fear me not. 

Duke. Nor, gentle daughter, fear you not 
at all. 

He is your husband on a pre-contract. 

To bring you thus together *tis no sin, 

Sith that the justice of your title to him 
Doth flourish the deceit. Come, let us go ; 
Our corn's to reap, for yet our tithe's to sow, 

fHATMU/. 

ScfiNii li. The fni^on. 

Enter Provosi and Pomiu v. 

Come hither, sirrah. Can you cut 
ofi a man’s head ? 

Pom. If the man be a bachelor, sir, I can ; 
but if he be a married man, he’s his wife’s 
head, and I can never cut off a woman’s 
head. t 

Prov. Come, sir, leave me your snatches 
and yield me a direct answer. To-morrow 
morning are to die Claudio and Barnardinc. 
Here is in our prison a common executioner, 
who in his office lacks a helper ; if you will 
take it on you to assist him, it shad redeem 
you from your gyves ; if not, you shall have 
your full time of imprisonment, and your 
deliverance with an iinpitied whipping, for 
you ha\e been a notorious bawd. 

Pom. Sir, 1 have been an unlawful bawd 
time out of mind ; but yet I will be content 
to he a lawful hangman. 1 would be glad 
to receive some instruction from my fellow 
partner. v- 

Prov. What ho, Abhorson! Where's 
Abhorson there ? 

Filler Abhorson. 

Abhor. Do you call, sir ? 

Prov. Sirrah, here's a fellow will help you 
to-morrow in your execution. If you think 
it meet, compound with him by the year, 
and let him abide here with you ; if not, 
use him for the present, and dismiss him. 
He cannot plead his estimation with you ; 
he hath been a bawd. 

Abhor. A bawd, sir ? Fie upon him ! He 
will discredit our mystery. 

Prov. Go to, sir ; you weigh equally ; a 
feather will turn the scale. [ExiC 

Pom. Pray, sir, by your good favour— 
for surely, sir, a good favour you have hut 
that you have a hanging look—do you call, 
sir, your occupation a mystery ? s * 

Abhor. Ay, sir; a mystery. 

Pom. Painting, sir, I have heard say, is a 
mystery; and your whores, sir, being 
members of my occupation, using painting, 
do prove my occupation a mystery; but 
what mystery there should be in hanging, 
if I should be hang'd, 1 cannot imagine, 

Abhor. Sir, it is a mystery. 

Pom. Proof ? 

Abhor. Every true man's apparel fits 
your thief: if it be too little for your thief, 


your true man thinks it big enough : if it 
be too big for your thief, your thief thinks 
it little enough; so every true man’:; 
apparel fits your thief. 4? 

Re-enter Provost. 

Prov. Are you agreed ? 

Pom. Sir, 1 will serve him ; for 1 do find 
your hangman is a more penitent trade than 
your bawd ; he doth oftener ask forgive¬ 
ness. 4<* 

Prov. You, sirrah, provide your block and 
your axe to-morrow four o'clock. 

Abhor. Come on, bawd ; 1 will instruct 
thee in my trade ; follow. 

Pom. I do desire to learn, sir ; and 1 hope, 
if you have occasion to use me for your own 
tUi“n, you shall find me yare ; for truly, sir, 
fo.»- your kindness I owe you a good turn. *, \ 
Prov. Call hither Barnardine and Claudio. 

fExeuaf Ab/iorsou and Pompey. 
I'h’ one has my pity ; not a jot the other, 
Being a murderer, though he were my 
brother. 5 ; 

En/er Claudio. 

Look, here’s the warrant, Claudio, for thy 
death : 

’Tis now dead midnight, and by eight to¬ 
morrow 

Thou must be made immortal. Where’s 
Barnardine ? 0 > 

Cland. As fast lock’d up in sleep as 
guiltless labour 

When it lies starkly in the tiavelier's bones. 
He will not wake. 

Prov. Who can do good on him ? 

Well, go, prepare yourself. [Knockiwg 

within] But hark, what noise ? 04 

Heaven give your spirits comfort! 

[Exit Claudio. 
[Knocking continues] By and by. 
I hope it is some pardon or reprieve 
For the most gentle Claudio. 

Enter Duke, disguised as before. 

Welcome, father. 

Duke. The best and wholesom'st spirits 
of the night 

Envelop you, good Provost! Who call’d 
here of late ? 

Prov. None, since the curfew rung. 70 
Duke. Not Isabel ? 

Prov. No. 

Duke. They will then, cre’t be long. 

Prov. What comfort is for Claudio ? 
Duke. There’s some in hope. 

Prov. It is a bitter deputy. 74 

Duke. Not so, not so ; his life is parallel'd 
Even with the stroke and line of his great 
justice; 

He doth with holy abstinence subdue 
That in himself which he spurs on his pow'r 
To qualify in others. Were he meal’d with 
that 
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A^hich he corrects, then were he tyran¬ 
nous ; 8o 

But this being so, he's just. [Knocking 
withiri] Now are they come. 

[Exii Provost. 

This is a gentle provost; seldom when 
The steeled gaoler is the friend of men. 

[Kflocking within. 
How now, what noise! That spirit's 
possess'd with haste 

That wounds th' unsisting postern with 
these strokes. 

Re-enter Provost. 

Prov. There he must stay until the officer 
Arise to let him in ; he is call'd up. 

Duke. Have you no countermand for 
Claudio yet 

But he must die to-morrow ? 

Prov. None, sir, none. 

Duke. As near the dawning, Provost, as 
it is, oo 

You shall hear more ere morning. 

Prot>. Happily 

You something know; yet 1 believe there 
comes 

No countermand ; no such example have 
we. 

Besides, upon the very siege of justice, 
Lord Angelo hath to the public ear 93 

Profess'd the contrary. 

Enter a Messenger. 

This is his lordship's man. 
Duke. And here comes Claudio’s pardon. 
Mess. My lord hath sent you this note; 
and by me this further charge, that you 
swerve not from the smallest article of it, 
neither in time, matter, or other circum¬ 
stance. Good morrow ; for as I take it, it 
is almost day. r 

Prov. I shall obey him. |Exd Messenger. 

Duke. [Aside] This is his pardon, 
purchas’d by such sin 
For which the pardoner himself is in ; 
Hence hath offence his quick celerity. i<>3 
When it is borne in high authority. 

When vice makes mercy, mercy’s so ex¬ 
tended 

Tliat for the fault’s love is th’ offender 
friended. 

Now, sir, what news ? 109 

Prov. I told you: Lord Angelo, belike 
thinking me remiss in mine office, awakens 
me with this unwonted putting-on; me- 
thinks strangely, for he hath not us'd it 
before. 

Duke. Pray you, let’s hear. 113 

Prov. [Reads]' Whatsoever you may hear 
to the contrary, let Claudio be executed by 
four of the clcKde, and, in the afternoon, 
Bamardine. For my better satisfaction, let 
me have Claudio's head sent me by ffve. 
Let this be duly performed, with a thought 
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that more depends on it than wc must yet 
deliver. Thus fail not to do your office, as 
you will answer it at your peril.' 

What say you to this, sir ? 120 

Duke. What is that Barnardinc who is to 
be executed in th* afternoon ? 

Prov. A Bohemian born ; but here nurs’d 
up and bred. One that is a prisoner nine 
years old. 14 

Duke. How came it that the absent Duke 
had not either deliver’d him to his liberty 
or executed him ? I have heard it was ever 
his manner to do so. 127 

Prov. His friends still wrought reprieves 
for him ; and, indeed, his fact, till now in 
the government of Lord Angelo, came not 
to an undoubtful proof. 130 

Duke. It is now apparent ? 

Prov. Most manifest, and not denied by 
himself. 

Duke. Hath he borne himself penitently 
in prison ? How seems he to be touch’d ? 

Prov. A man that apprehends death no 
more dreadfully but as a drunken sleep; 
careless, reckless, and fearless, of what’s 
past, present, or to come; insensible of 
mortality and desperately mortal. 133 

Duke. He wants advice. 

Prot\ He will hear none. He hath ever¬ 
more had the liberty of the prison ; give 
him leave to escape hence, he would not; 
drunk many times a day, if not many days 
entirely drunk. We have very oft awak’d 
him, as if to carry him to execution, and 
show'd him a seeming warrant for it; it 
hath not moved him at all. 145 

Duke. More of him anon. There is written 
in your brow, Provost, honesty and con¬ 
stancy. If 1 read it not truly, my ancient 
skill beguiles me ; but in the boldness of my 
cunning I will lay myself in hazard. Claudio, 
whom here you have warrant to execute, is 
no greater forfeit to the law than Angelo 
who hath sentenc’d him. To make you 
understand this in a manifested effect, 1 
crave but four days* respite ; for the which 
you are to do me both a present and a 
dangerous courtesy. 

Prov, Pray, sir, in what ? 155 

Duke. In the delaying death. 

Prov. Alack I How may I do it, having 
the hour limited, and an express command, 
under penalty, to deliver his head in the 
view of Angelo ? I may make my case as 
Claudio's, to cross this in the smallest. x6o 
Puke. By the vow of mine order, I 
warrant you, if my instructions may be 
your guide. Let this Bamardine be this 
morning executed, and his head borne to 
Angelo. 

Prov. Angelo hath seen them both, and 
will discover the favour. 165 

Duke. O, death's a great disguiser; and 
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you may add to it. Shave the head and tie 
the beard ; and say it was the desire of the 
penitent to be so bar'd before his death. 
You know the course is common. If any¬ 
thing fall to you upon this more than 
thanks and good fortune, by the saint whom 
I profess, I will plead against it with my life. 

Prov. Pardon me, good father; it is 
against my oath. 172 

Duke. Were you sworn to the Duke, or to 
the deputy ? 

Prov. To him and to his substitutes. 

Duke. You will think you have made no 
offence if the Duke avouch the justice of 
your dealing ? »/t* 

Prov. But what likelihood is in that ? 

Duke. Not a resemblance, but a certainty. 
Yet since I see you fearful that neither my 
coat, integrity, nor persuasion, can with 
ease attempt you, I will go further than I 
meant, to pluck all fears out of you. Look 
you, sir, here is the hand and seal of the 
Duke. You know the character, I doubt 
not; and the signet is not strange to you. 

Prov. 1 know them both. 1.H4 

Duke. The contents of this is the return 
of the Duke; you shall anon over-read it 
at your pleasure, where you shall find 
within these two days he will be here. This 
is a thing that Angelo knows not; for he 
this very day receives letters of strange 
tenour, perchance of the Duke’s death, 
perchance entering into some monastery; 
but, by chance, nothing of w'hat is writ. 
Look, th’ unfolding star calls up the shep¬ 
herd. Put not yourself into amazement how 
these things should be: all difficulties are 
but easy when they are known. Call your 
executioner, and off with Barnardine’s head. 
I will give him a present shrift, and advise 
him for a better place. Yet you are amaz’d, 
but this shall absolutely resolve you. Come 
away ; it is almost clear dawn. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. The prison. 

Enter Pompey, 

Pom. I am as well acquainted here as I 
was in our house of profession ; one would 
think it were Mistress Overdone’s own 
house, for here be many of her old 
customers. First, here’s young Master 
Rash ; he’s in for a commodity of brown 
paper and old ginger, nine score and seven¬ 
teen pounds, of which he made five marks 
ready money. Marry, then ginger was not 
much in request, for the old women were 
all dead. Then is there here one Master 
Caper, at the suit of Master Threepile the 
mercer, for some four suits of peach- 
colour’d satin, which now peaches him a 
beggar. {Then have we here young Dizy, 
and young Master Deepvow, and Master 
Copperspur, and Master Starvelackey» the 


rapier and dagger man, and young Dropheir 
that kill’d lusty Pudding, and Master Forth- 
light the tilter, and brave Master Sh otie 
the great traveller, and wild Halfcan that 
stabb’d Pots, and, 1 think, forty more—all 
great doers in our trade, and are now * for 
the Lord's sake '. is 

Enter Abhorson. 

Abhor. Sirrah, bring Barnardine hither. 
Pom. Master Barnardine ! You must rise 
and be hang’d. Master Barnardine ! 21 

Abhor. What ho, Barnardine ! 

Barnar. [Wffhinj A pox o' your throats I 
Who makes that noise there ? What are 
you ? 

Pom. Your friends, sir; the hangman. 
You must be so good, sir, to rise and be put 
to death. 20 

Barnar. [Within] Away, you rogue, away; 
I am sleepy. 

Abhor. Tell him he must awake, and that 
quickly too. 

Pom. Pray, Master Barnardine, awake 
till you are executed, and sleep after¬ 
wards. 30 

Abhor. Go in to him, and fetch him out. 
Pom. He is coming, sir, he is coming ; I 
hear his straw rustle. 

Enter Barnardine. 

Abhor. Is the axe upon the block, sirrah ? 
Pom. Very ready, sir. 35 

Barnar. How now, Abhorson, what’s the 
news with you ? 

. Abhor. Truly, sir, 1 would desire you to 
clap into your prayers ; for, look you, the 
warrant's come. 

Barnar. You rogue, I have been drinking 
all night; 1 am not fitted for’t. 40 

Pom. O, the better, sir! For he tiiat 
drinks all night and is hanged betimes in 
the morning may sleep the sounder all the 
next day. 43 

Enter Duke, disguised as before. 

Abhor. Look you, sir, here comes your 
ghostly father. Do we jest now, think you ? 

Duke. Sir, induced by my charity, and 
hearing how hastily you are to depart, I 
am come to advise you, comfort you, and 
pray with you. 48 

Barnar. Friar, not I; I have been drink¬ 
ing hard all night, and I will have more 
time to prepare me, or they shall beat out 
my brains with billets. I will not consent 

to die this day, that’s certain. 52 

Duke. Of sir, you must; and therefore 1 
beseech you 

Look forward on the journey you shall go. 

Barnar. I swear I will not die to-day for 
any man’s persuasion. 56 

Duke. But hear you— 

Barnar. Not a word; if you have any- 
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thing to say to me, come to my ward ; for 
thence will not I to-day. [Exit 

Duke. Unfit to live or die. O gravel 
heart! 

After him, fellow s ; bring him to the block. 

[Exewit Abhorson and Pompey. 

Enter Provost. 

Prev. Now, sir, how do you find the 
prisoner ? 

Duke. A creature unprepar’d, unmeet for 
death ; 

And to transport him in the mind he is 
Were damnable. 

Prov. Here in the prison, father, 

There died this morning of a cruel fever 
One Ragozine, a most notorious pirate, 

A man of Claudio’s years ; his beard and 
head 

Just of his colour. What if we do omit ' < 
This reprobate till he were well inclin’d, 
And satisfy the deputy with the visage 
Of Ragozine, more like to Claudio ? 

Duke. O, ’tis an accident that I caven 
provides ! 

Dispatch it presently ; the hour draws on 
Prefix'd by Angelo. See this be done, 7 ^ 
And sent according to command ; whiles I 
Persuade this rude wretch willingly to die. 
Prov. This shall be done, good father, 
presently. 

But Bamardine must die this afternoon ; 
And how shall we continue Claudio, . > 
To save me from the danger that might 
come 

If he were known alive ? 

Duke. Let this be done : 

Put them in secret holds, both Barnardtne 
and Claudio. 

Ere twice the sun hath made his journal 
greeting 

To the under generation, you shall find 
Your safety manifested. 

Prer. 1 am your free dependant. 

Duke. Quick, dispatch, and send the head 
to Angelo. [Exit Provost. 

Now will I write letters to Angelo— 

The Provost, he shall bear them—whose 
contents qo 

Shall witness to him I am near at home. 
And that, by great injunctions, I am bound 
To enter publicly. Him I’ll desire 
To meet me at the consecrated fount, 94 
A league below the city ; and from thence. 
By cold gradation and well-balanc’d form, 
We shall proceed with Angelo. 

Re-cUiCr Provost, 

Prov. Here is the head : I'll carry it 
myself, 

Duke. Convenient is it. Make a swift 
r.jturn ; 

For I would commune with you of such, 
things 100 1 


That want no car but yours. 

Prov. I’ll make all speed. [Exit. 

Jsab. [Within] Peace, ho, be here I 

Duke. The tongue of Isabel. She's come 
to know 

If yet her brother’s pardon be come hither; 
But I will keep her ignorant of her good, ! »■) 
To make her heavenly comforts of despair 
When it is least expected. 

Enter Isabella. 

I sab. Ho, by your leave ! 

Duke. Good morning to you, fair and 
gracious daughter. 

I sab. The better, given me by so holy a 
man. 

Hath yet the deputy sent my brother’s 
pardon ? 11 > 

Duke. He hath releas’d him, Isabel, from 
the world. 

His head is off and sent to Angelo. 

Jsab. Nay, but it is not so. 

Duke. It is no other. 

Show your wisdom, daughter, in your close 
patience. 11 s 

Jsab. O, 1 will to him and pluck out Irs 
eyes! 

Duke. You shall not be admitted to his 
sight. 

Isab. Unhappy Claudio! Wretched 
Isabel! 

Injurious world ! Most damned Angelo ! 

Duke. This nor hurts him nor profits you 
a jot; 1 .‘o 

Forbear it, therefore ; give your cause to 
heaven. 

Mark what I say, which you sliall find 
By every syllable a faithful verity. 

The Duke comes home to-morrow. Nay, 
dry your eyes. 

One of our covent, and his confessor, r.s 
Gives me this instance. Already he hath 
carried 

Notice to Escalus and Angelo, 

Who do prepare to meet him at the 
gates, 

There to give up their pow’r. If you can. 

pace your wisdom l i > 

In that good path that 1 would wish it go, 
And you shall have your bosom on this 
wretch, 

Grace of the Duke, revenges to your heart. 
And general honour. 

Isab. 1 am directed by you. 

Duke. This letter, then, to Friar Peter 
give; 

’Tis that he sent me of the Duke's return. 
Say, by this token, I desire his company 
At Mariana's house to-night. Her cause 
and yours 

ni perfect him withal; and he shall bring 
you 

Before the Duke; and to the head of 
Angelo 
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Scene 3] 

Accuse him home and home. For my poor 
self, 

1 am combined by a sacred vow, 

And shall be absent. Wend you with this 
letter. 

Command these fretting waters from your 
eyes 

With a light heart ; trust not my holy 
order. 

If I pervert your course. Who’s here ? 

Enter Lucio. 

Lucio. Good even. Friar, where's the 
Provost ? 

Duke. Not within, sir. 

Lucio. O pretty Isabella, I am pale at 
mine heart to see thine eyes so red. Thou 
must be patient. I am fain to dine and sup 
with water and bran ; I dare not for my 
head fill my belly ; one fruitful meal would 
set me to’t. But they say the Duke will be 
here to-morrow. By my troth, Isabel, I 
lov’d thy brother. If the old fantastical 
Duke of dark corners had been at home, he 
had lived. [Exit Isabella. 

Duke. Sir, the Duke is marvellous little 
beholding to your reports ; but the best is, 
he lives not in them. 

Lucio. Friar, thou knowest not the Duke 
so well as 1 do ; he’s a better woodman than 
thou tak'vst him for. 

Duke. Well, you’ll answer this one day. 
Fare ye well. 

Lucio. Nay, tarry ; I’ll go along with 
thee; I can tell thee pretty tales of the 
Duke. roi 

Duke. You have told me too many of him 
already, sir, if they be true ; if not true, 
none w^ere enough. 

Lucio. I was once before him for getting 
a wench with child. lOr 

Duke. Did you such a thing ? 

Lucio. Yes, marry, did I; but 1 was fain 
to forswear it: they would else have 
married me to the rotten medlar. 

Duke, Sir, your company is fairer than 

honest. Rest you w^ell. i;- 

Lucio. By my troth, I'll go with thee to 
the lane’s end. If bawdy talk oflfend you, 
we’ll have very little of it. Nay, friar, I am 
a kind of burr; 1 shall stick. [Exeunf. 

Scene IV. Angdo*s house. 

Enter Angelo and Escalus. 

Escal. Every letter he hath writ hath 
disvouch’d other. 

Ang. In most uneven and distracted 
manner. His actions show much like to 
madness ; pray heaven his wisdom be not 
tainted ! And why meet him at the gates, 
and redeliver our authorities there ? 

Escal. I guess not. 

Ang. And why should we proclaim it in 


an hour before his entTing that, if any 
crave redress of injustice, they should ex¬ 
hibit their petitions in the street ? •> 

Escal. He shows his reason for that: to 
have a dispatch of complaints ; and to 
deliver us from devices hereafter, which 
shall then have no power to stand against 
us. I ’ 

Ang. Well, 1 beseech you, let it be pro¬ 
claim'd ; 

Betimes i’ th’ morn I’ll call you at your 
house; 

Give notice to such men of sort and suit 
As are to meet him. i 

Escal. I shall, sir ; fare you well. 

Ang. Good night. (Exit Escalus. 

This deed iinshapcs me quite, makes me 
unpregnant 

And dull to all proceedings. A deflow'red 
maid! 

And by an eminent body that enforc'd ?-• 
The law against it! But that her tender 
shame 

Will not proclaim against her maiden loss, 
How might she tongue me ! Yet reason 
dares her no ; 

For ray authority bears a so credent bulk t 
That no particular scandal once can touch 
But it confounds the breather. He should 
have liv’d. 

Save that his riotous youth, with dangerous 
sense, 

Might in the times to come have ta'en 
revenge, 

By so receiving a dishonour’d life 
With ransom of such shame. Would yet he 
had liv'd I 3 -) 

Alack, when once our grace \vc have forgot, 
Nothing goes right; we would, and we 
would not. [Exit. 

Scene V. Fields without the town. 

Enter Duke in his own habit, and Friar 
Peter. 

Duke. These letters at fit time deliver me. 

(Gii'ing letters. 

The Provost know's our purpose and our 
plot. 

I'he matter being afoot, keep your in¬ 
struction 

And hold you ever to our special drift ; 
Though sometimes you do blench from this 
to that 5 

As cause doth minister. Go, call at Flavius* 
house, 

And tell him where I stay *, give the like 
notice 

To Valentinus, Rowland, and to Crassus, 
And bid them bring the trumpets to the 
gate; y 

But send me Flavius first. 

F. Peter. It shall be speeded well. 

[Exit Friar. 
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Enter Varrius. 

Duke. I thank thee, Varrius; thou hast 
made good haste. 

Come, we will walk* There*s other of our 
friends 

Will greet us here anon. My gentle Varrius! 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VI. A street near the city gate. 
Enter Isabella and Mariana. 

I sab. To speak so indirectly 1 am loath ; 
I would say the truth; but to accuse him so. 
That is your part. Yet I am advis'd to 
do it; 

He says, to veil full purpose. 

Mari. Be rul’d by him. 

Isab. Besides, he tells me that, if perad- 
venture 5 

He speak against me on the adverse side, 
1 should not think it strange; for 'tis a 
physic 

That’s bitter to sweet end. 

Mart. I would friar Peter— 

Enter Friar Peter. 

Isab. O, peace ! the friar is come. 

F. Peter. Come, I have found you out a 
stand most fit, 10 

Where you may have such vantage on the 
Duke 

He shall not pass you. Twice have the 
trumpets sounded ; 

The generous and gravest citizens 
Have hent the gates, and very near upon 
The Duke is ent’ring ; therefore, hence, 
away, [Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 
Scene I. The city gate. 

Enter at several doors Duke, Varrius, 
Lords; Angelo, Escalus, Lucio, 
Provost, Ofiicers, and Citizens. 

Duke. My very worthy cousin, fairly met! 
Our old and faithful friend, w'e are glad to 
see you. 

Ang. \ Happy return be to your royal 
Escal. } Grace! 

Duke. Many and hearty thankings to you 
both. 4 

We have made inquiry of you, and we hear 
Such goodness of your justice that our soul 
Cannot but yield you forth to public 
thanks. 

Forerunning more requital. 

Ang. You make my bonds still greater. 
Duke. O, your desert speaks loud ; and 1 
should wrong it 

To lock it in the wards of covert bosom, 10 
When it deserves, with characters of brass, 
A forted residence 'gainst the tooth of time 
And razure of oblivion. Give me your hand, 
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And let the subject see, to make them know 
That outward courtesies would fain pro¬ 
claim 15 

Favours that keep within. Come, Escalus, 
You must walk by us on our other hand; 
And good supporters are you. 

Enter Friar Peter and Isabella. 

F. Peter. Now is your time ; speak loud, 
and kneel before him. 

Isab. Justice, O royal Duke I Vail your 
regard i!o 

Upon a wrong’d —1 would fain have said 
a maid I 

O worthy Prince, dishonour not your eye 
By throwing it on any other object 
Till you have heard me in my true com¬ 
plaint, 

And given me justice, justice, justice, 
justice. 25 

Duke. Relate your wrongs. In what ? 
By whom ? Be brief. 

Here is Lord Angelo shall give you justice ; 
Reveal yourself to him. 

Isab. O worthy Duke, 

You bid me seek redemption of the devil! 
Hear me yourself; for that which I must 
speak 30 

Must either punish me, not being believ'd, 
Or wring redress from you. Hear me, O, 
hear me, here! 

Ang. My lord, her wits, I fear me, are not 
firm; 

She hath been a suitor to me for her 
brother, 34 

Cut off by course of justice— 

Isab. By course of justice ! 

Ang. And she will speak most bitterly 
and strange. 

Isab. Most strange, but yet most truly, 
will 1 speak. 

That Angelo's forsworn, is it not strange ? 
That Angelo's a murderer, is't not strange ? 
That Angelo is an adulterous thief, 40 
An hypocrite, a virgin-violator. 

Is it not strange and strange ? 

Duke. Nay, it is ten times strange. 

Isab. It is not truer he is Angelo 
Than this is all as true as it is strange ; 44 
Nay, it is ten times true ; for truth is truth 
To th' end of reck'ning. 

Duke. Away with her. Poor soul. 

She speaks this in th' infirmity of sense. 

Isab. O Prince! I conjure thee, as thou 
believ'st 

There is another comfort than this world, 
That thou neglect me not with that opinion 
That I am touch'd with madness. Make 
not impossible sr 

That which but seems unlike: 'tis not 
impossible 

But one, the wicked'st caitiff on the ground, 
May seem as shy, as grave, as just, as 
absolute. 



Scene 1] ^ MEASURE FOR MEASURE 


As Angelo ; even so may Angelo, 55 

In all his dressings, characts, titles, forms. 
Be an arch-villain. Believe it, royal Prince, 
If he be less, he’s nothing; but he's 
more, 

Had 1 more name for badness. 

Duke, By mine honesty, 

If she be mad, as I believe no other, cv. 
Her madness hath the oddest frame of 
sense. 

Such a dependency of thing on thing. 

As e’er 1 heard in madness. 

I sab. O gracious Duke, 

Harp not on that; nor do not banish 
reason 

For inequality ; but let your reason serve 
To make the truth appear where it seems 
hid, 

And hide the false seems true. 

Duke. Many that are not mad 

Have, sure, more lack of reason. What 
would you say ? 

I sab. I am the sister of one Claudio, 
Condemn'd upon the act of fornication 70 
To lose his head ; condemn’d by Angelo. 

I, in probation of a sisterhood. 

Was sent to by my brother; one Lucio 
As then the messenger— 

Lucio. That's I, an't like your Grace. 
I came to her from Claudio, and desir’d her 
To try her gracious fortune with Lord 
Angelo -/f' 

For her poor brother’s pardon. 

I sab. That's he, indeed. 

Duke. You were not bid to speak, 

Lucio. No, my good lord ; 

Nor wish’d to hold my peace. 

Duke. I wish you now, then ; 

Pray you take note of it; and when you 
have 

A business for yourself, pray heaven you 
then 

Be perfect. 

Lucio. 1 warrant your honour. 

Duke. The warrant’s for yourself; take 
heed to’t. 

I sab. This gentleman told somewhat of 
my tale. 

Lucio. Right. 85 

Duke. It may be right; but you are i’ the 
wrong 

To speak before your time. Proceed. 

I sab. 1 went 

To this pernicious caitiff deputy. 

Duke. That's somewhat madly spoken. 
I sab. Pardon it; 

Tlie phrase is to the matter. 90 

Duke. Mended again. The matter— 
proceed. 

I sab. In brief—^to set the needless process 

by. 

How 1 persuaded, how I pray'd, and 
kneel'd, 

How he refell'd me, and how I replied, 


For this was of much length—the vile con¬ 
clusion 95 

I now begin with grief and shame to utter : 
He would not, but by gift of my chaste 
body 

To his conciipiscible intemperate lust. 
Release my brother ; and, after much de- 
batement, 99 

My sisterly remorse confutes mine honour. 
And I did yield to him. But the next morn 
betimes, 

His purpose surfeiting, he sends a warrant 
For my poor brother’s head. 

Duke. This is most likely I 

I sab. O that it were as like as it is true ! 
Duke. By heaven, fond wretch, thou 
know'st not what thou speak'st. 
Or else thou art suborn'd against his honour 
In hateful practice. First, his integrity 107 
Stands without blemish ; next, it imports 
no reason 

That with such vehemency he should 
pursue 

Faults proper to himself. If he had so 
offended, 110 

He would have weigh'd thy brother by 
himself. 

And not have cut him off. Some one hath 
set you on ; 

Confess the truth, and say by whose advice 
Thou cam’st here to complain. 

I sab. And is this all ? 

Then, O you blessed ministers above, us 
Keep me in patience; and. with ripened 
time. 

Unfold the evil which is here wrapt up 
In countenance! Heav en shield your Grace 
from woe, 

As 1 , thus wrong’d, hence unbelieved go! 
Duke. I know you’d fain be gone. An 
officer! 120 

To prison with her! Shall w'e thus permit 
A blasting and a scandalous breath to fall 
On him so near us ? This needs must be a 
practice. 

Who knew of your intent and coming 
hither ? 

I sab. One that 1 would were here, friar 
Lodowick. 12‘s 

Duke. A ghostly father, belike. Who 
knows that Lodowick ? 

Lucio. My lord, I know him; 'tis a 
meddling friar. 

1 do not like the man; had he been lay, 
my lord. 

For certain words he spake against your 
Grace 

In your retirement, I had swing’d him 
soundly. 130 

Duke. Words against me ? This’s a good 
friar, belike! 

And to set on this wretched woman here 
Against our substitute 1 Let this friar be 
found. 
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hucio. But yesternight, my lord, she and 
that friar, 

1 jaw them at the prison ; a saucy friar, 

A very scurvy fellow. 

F. Peter, Blessed be your royal Grace! 
I have stood by, my lord, and 1 have heard 
Your royal ear abus'd. First, hath this 
woman i.v» 

Most Wrongfully accus’d your substitute; 
Who is as free from touch or soil with her 
As she from one ungot. 

Duke. We did believe no less. 

Know you that friar Lodowick that she 
speaks of ? 

F. Peter, I know him for a man divine and 
holy ; 

Not scurvy, nor a temporary meddler, n- 
As he’s reported by this gentleman ; 

And, on my trust, a man that never yet 
Did, as he vouches, misreport your Grace. 
Lucio. My lord, most villainously ; 
believe it. 

F. Peter. Well, he in time may come to 
clear himself; j s 

But at this instant he is sick, my lord, 

Of a strange fever. Upon his mere request— 
Being come to knowledge that there was 
complaint 

Intended 'gainst Lord Angelo—came 1 
hither 

To speak, as from his mouth, what he doth 
know 

Is true and false ; and what he, with his 
oath 

And all probation, will make up full clear. 
Whensoever he's convented. First, for this 
woman— 

To justify this worthy nobleman, 

So vulgarly and personally accus'd— uk; 
Her shall you hear disproved to her eyes, 
Till she herself confess it. 

Duke. Good friar, let’s hear it. 

[Exit Isabella guarded. 
Do you not smile at this, Lord Angelo ? 

O heaven, the vanity of wretched fools ! 
Give us some seats. Come, cousin Angelo ; 
In this I'll be impartial; be you judge lO*. 
Of your own cause. 

Enter Mariana veiled. 

Is this the witness, friar ? 
First let her show her face, and after speak. 
Mari. Pardon, my lord ; I will not show 
my face 

Until my husband bid me, 170 

Duke, What, are you mariied? 

Mari. No, my lord. 

Duke. Are you a maid ? 

Mari. No, my lord. 

Duke, A widow, then ? 175 

Mari. Neither, my lord. 

Duke, Why, you are nothing then; 
neither maid, widow, nor wife. 

Lucio, My lord, she may be a punk ; for 
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many of them arc neither maid, widow', nor 
wife. 1.^ 1 

Duke. Silence that fellow. I would he had 
some cause 

To prattle for himself. 

Lucio. Well, my lord. 

Mari. My lord, I do confess I ne’er was 
married. 

And 1 confess, besides, I am no maid, 

1 have known my husband ; yet my 
husband 

Knows not that ever he knew me. 

Lucio. He was drunk, then, my lord ; it 
can be no better. 

Duke. For the benefit of silence, would 
thou w'crt so too! 

Lucio. Well, my lord. 10.. 

Duke. This is no witness for Lord Angelo. 
Mari. Now I come to't, my lord : 

She that accuses him cf fornication. 

In self-same manner doth accuse my 
husband ; i »; 

And charges him, my lord, with such a time 
When I’ll depose I had him in mine arms, 
With all th’ effect of love. 

Ang. Charges she moe than me ? 

Mari. Not that I know. 

Duke. No ? You say your husband. 
Mari. Why, just, my lord, and that is 
Angelo, >'00 

Who thinks he knows that he ne'er knew 
my body. 

But knows he thinks that he knows Isabel’s. 
Ang. This is a strange abuse. Let’s see 
thy face. 

Mari. My husband bids me ; now I will 
unmask. [ Unve il ing. 

This is that face, thou cruel Angelo, ' > 
Which once thou swor'st was worth the 
looking on ; 

This is the hand which, with a wnv’d 
contract. 

Was fast belock’d in thine ; this is the body 
That took away the match from Isabel, 
And did supply thee at thy garden-house 
In her imagin’d person. 

Duke. Know you this woman ? 

Lucio, Carnally, she says. 

Duke. Sirrah, no more. 

Lucio, Enough, my lord. 

Ang. My lord, I must confess I know this 
woman; 

And five years since there was some speech 
of marriage . j s 

Betwixt myself and her ; which was broke 
off, 

Partly for that her promis:d proportions 
Came short of composition ; but in chief 
For that her reputation was disvalued 219 
In levity. Since which time of five years 
I never spake with her, saw her, nor heard 
from her, 

Upon my faith and honour. 

Mari. Noble Prince, 
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As there comes ligrht from heaven and 
words from breath, 

As there is sense in truth and truth in 
virtue, 

1 am affianc’d this man’s wife as strongly 
As w'ords could make up vows. And, my 
good lord, 

But Tuesday night last gone, in’s garden- 
house. 

He knew me as a wife. As this is true, 

Let me in safety raise me from my knees. 
Or else for ever be confixed here, 

A marble monument! 

Ang, I did but smile till now. 

Now, good my lord, give me the scope of 
justice ] 

My patience here is touch’d. I do perceive 
These poor informal women arc no more 
But instruments of some more mightier 
member 

That sets them on. Let me have way, 
my lord, 

lo find this practice out. 

Duke. Ay, with my heart; 

And punish them to your height of pleas¬ 
ure. 

Ihou foolish friar, and thou pernicious 
woman, 

Compact with her that's gone, think’st thou 
thy oaths, 240 

Though they would swear down each 
particular saint. 

Were testimonies against his worth and 
credit, 

That’s scal’d in approbation ? You, Lord 
Escalus, 

Sit with my cousin ; lend him your kind 
pains 2-14 

To find out this abuse, >vhence 'tis deriv’d, 
i here is another friar that set them on ; 
Let him be sent for. 

F. Peter. Would he were here, my lord ! 
For he indeed 

Hath set the women on to this complaint. 
Your provost knows the place where he 
abides, 250 

And he may fetch him. 

Duke. Go, do it instantly. 

lEx'if Provost. 

And you, my noble and well-warranted 
cousin, 

Whom it concerns to hear this matter forth, 
Do with your injuries as seems you best 
In any chastisement. 1 for a while will 
leave you ; 255 

But stir not you till you have well de¬ 
termin’d 

Upon these slanderers. 

Escal. My lord, we'll do it throughly. 

[Exif Duke. 

Signior Liicio, did not you say you knew 
that friar Lodowick to be a dishonest 
person ? 2«>o 

Lucio. * Cucullus non facit monachum ’: 


honest in nothing but in his clothes ; and 
one that hath spoke most villainous speeches 
of the Duke. 

Escal. We shall entreat you to abide here 
till he come, and enforce them against him. 
We shall find this friar a notable fellow. 2b<< 
Lucio. As any in Vienna, on my word, 
Escal. Call that same Isabel here once 
again; I would speak with her. [Exit an 
Attendant] Pray you, my lord, give me leave 
to question ; you shall see how I'll handle 
her. 27 j 

Lucio. Not better than he, by her own 
report, 

Escal. Say you ? 

Lucio. Marry, sir, I think, if you handled 
her privately, she would sooner confess ; 
perchance, publicly, she'll be asham’d. 276 

Re-enter Officers with Tsabfll.\ ; and 
Provost with the Duke in his friar*s habit. 

Escal. 1 will go darkly to work with her. 
Lucio. That's the way ; for women are 
light at midnight. 

Escal. Come on, mistress; here’s a gentle¬ 
woman denies all that you have said. 2S0 
Lucio. My lord, here comes the rascal I 
spoke of, here with the Provost, 

Escal. In very good time. Speak not you 
to him till wc call upon you. 

Lucio. Mum. 2S5 

Escal. Come, sir; did you set these 
women on to slander Lord Angelo ? They 
have confess’d you did. 

Duke. "l is false. 

Escal. How ! Know you where you are ? 
Duke. Respect to your great place ! and 
let the devil 2i>f> 

Be sometime honour’d for his burning 
throne! 

Where is the Duke ? ’Tis he should hear me 
speak. 

Escal. The Duke’s in us ; and we will 
hear you speak ; 

Look you speak justly. 

Duke. Boldly, at least. But, O, poor 
souls, 205 

Come you to seek the lamb here of the fox. 
Good night to your redress I Is the Duke 
gone ? 

Then is your cause gone too. The Duke’s 
unjust 

Thus to retort your manifest appeal, 

And put your trial in the villain’s mouth 
Which here you come to accuse. 3'^r 

Lucio. This is the rascal; this is he I 
spoke of. 

Escal. Why, thou unreverend and un¬ 
hallowed friar, 

Is't not enough thou hast suborn’d these 
women 

To accuse this worthy man, but, in foul 
mouth, 305 

And in the witness of his proper ear. 
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To call him villain ; and then to glance 
from him 

To th’ Duke himself, to tax him with 
injustice ? 

Take him hence; to th’ rack with him! 
We'll touze you 

Joint by joint, but we will know his pur¬ 
pose. 

What, ' unjust ’ 1 

Duke, Be not so hot; the Duke 

Dare no more stretch this finger of mine 
than he 

Dare rack his own ; his subject am I not, 
Nor here provincial. My business in this 
state 

Made me a looker-on here in Vienna, 3 
Where I have seen corruption boil and 
bubble 

Till it o'crrim the stew ; laws for all faults. 
But faults so countenanc'd that the strong 
statutes 

Stand like the forfeits in a barber's shop, 
As much in mock as mark. 3~o 

EscaL Slander to th' state ! Away with 
him to prison! 

Ang, What can you vouch against him. 
Signior Lucio ? 3--? 

Is this the man that you did tell us of ? 

Lucio, 'Tis he, my lord. Come hither, 
good-man bald-pate. Do you know' me ? 

Duke. I remember you, sir, by the sound 
of your voice. I met you at the prison, in 
the absence of the Duke. 3^7 

Lucio. O did you so ? And do you re¬ 
member what you said of the Duke ? 
Duke. Most notedly, sir. 33' 

Lucio. Do you so, sir ? And was the Duke 
a fleshmonger, a fool, and a coward, as you 
then reported him to be ? 333 

Duke. You must, sir, change persons with 
me ere you make that rny report; you, 
indeed, spoke so of him ; and much more, 
much worse, 

Lucio. O thou damnable fellow ! Did not 
I pluck thee by the nose for thy speeches ? 

Duke. I protest I love the Duke as I love 
myself. 

Ang. Hark how the villain would close 
now, after his treasonable abuses ! 341 

Escal. Such a fellow is not to be talk’d 
withal. Away with him to prison ! Where 
is the Provost ? Away with him to prison 1 
Lay bolts enough upon him ; let liim speak 
no more. Away w ith those giglets too, and 
v/ith the other confederate companion ! 34^^ 
[The Provost lays haruls on the Duke. 
Duke, Stay, sir ; stay awhile. 

Ang. What, resists he ? Help him, Lucio. 
Lucio. Come, sir : come, sir ; come, sir; 
foh, sir! Why, you bald-pated lying rascal, 
you must be hooded, must you ? Show 
your knave's visage, with a pox to you 1 
show your sheep-biting face, and be hang'd 
an hour! Wili't not off ? 353 i 


[Act 5 

[Pulls off the friafs hood, and 
discovers the Duke. 

Duke. Thou art the first knave that e'er 
m id'st a duke. 

First, Provost, let me bail these gentle 
three. 3*53 

[To Lucio] Sneak not away, sir, for the 
friar and you 

Must have a word anon. Lay hold on him, 

Lucio. This may prove worse than 
hanging. 

Duke. [To Escalus] What you have spoke 
1 pardon ; sit you down. 

We'll borrow place of him. [To Angelo] Sir, 
by your leave. 

Hast thou or word, or wit, or impudence, 
That yet can do thee office ? If thou hast, 
Rely upon it till my tale be heard. 

And hold no longer out. 

Ang. O my dread lord, 

I should be guiltier than my guiltiness, 365 
To think I can be undiscernible. 

When I perceive your Grace, like pow'r 
divine. 

Hath look’d upon my passes. Then, good 
Prince, 

No longer session hold upon my shame. 
But let my trial be mine own confession ; 
Immediate sentence then, and sequent 
death, 

Is all the grace I beg. 

Duke. Come hither, Mariana. 

Say, wast thou e'er contracted to this 
woman ? 

Ang. I was, my lord. 

Duke. Go, take her hence and marry her 
instantly. 375 

Do you the ofiice, friar ; which consum¬ 
mate, 

Return him here again. Go with him, 
Provost. 

[Exeunt Angelo, Mariana, Friar 
Peter, and Provost. 

Escal. My lord, 1 am more amaz'd at his 
dishonour 

Than at the strangeness of it. 

Duke. Come hither, Isabel. 

Your friar is now your prince. As I was 
then 

Advertising and holy to your business. 

Not changing heart with habit, 1 am still 
Attorney'd at your service. 

I sab. O, give me pardon. 

That I, your vassal, have employ'd and 
pain’d 3«4 

Your unknown sovereignty. 

Duke. You are pardon'd Isabel. 

And now, dear maid, be you as free to us. 
Your brother's death, I know, sits at your 
heart; 

And you may marvel why I obscur'd 
myself, 

Labouring to save his life, and would not 
rather 
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Scene 1] 

Make rash remonstrance of tnv hidden 
pow’r 39” 

Than let him so be lost, O most kind maid, 
It was the swift celerity of his death. 
Which 1 did think with slower foot came on. 
That brain’d my purpose. But peace be 
with him I i 

That life is better life, past fearing death. 
Than that which lives to fear. Make it 
your comfort, 

So happy is your brother. 

I sab, 1 do, mv’^ lord. 

Re-enter Angelo, Mariana, Friar 
Peter, and Provost. 

Duke, For this new-married man ap¬ 
proaching here, 

Whose salt imagination yet hath wrong’d 
Your well-defended honour, you must 
pardon 4”o 

For Mariana’s sake; but as he adjudg’d 
your brother— 

Being criminal in double violation 
Of sacred chastity and of promise-breach. 
Thereon dependent, for your brother's 
life— 

The very mercy of the law cries out 103 
Most audible, even from his proper tongue, 

‘ An Angelo for Claudio, death for death! ’ 
Haste still pays haste, and leisure answers 
leisure ; 

Like doth quit like, and Measure still for 
Measure. 

Then, Angelo, thy fault’s thus manifested, 
Which, though thou wouldst deny, denies 
thee vantage. 

We do condemn thee to the very block 
Where Claudio stoop’d to death, and with 
like haste. 

Away with him! 

Mari, O my most gracious lord, 

1 hope you will not mock me with a 
husband. 4?.^ 

Duke, It is your husband mock’d you with 
a husband. 

Consenting to the saf^uard of your honour, 
I thought your marriage tit; else imputa¬ 
tion, 

For that he knew you, might reproach your 
life, 

And choke your good to come. For his 
possessions, 4-0 

Although by confiscation they are ours. 
We do instate and widow you withal. 

To buy you a better husband. 

Mari. O my dear lord, 

I crave no other, nor no better man. 4-1 

Duke, Never crave him; we are definitive. 

Mari. Gentle, my liege— [Kneeling, 

Duke, You do but lose your labour. 
Away with him to death! [To Lucio] Now, 
sir, to you. 

Mari. O my good lord I Sweet Isabel, 
take my part; 42s 


MEASURE FOR MEASURE 

Lend me your knees, and all my life to 
come 

I’ll lend you all my life to do you service. 

Duke, Against all sense you do importune 
her. 

Should she kneel down in mercy of this fact. 
Her brother’s ghost his paved bed would 
break, lu 

And take her hence in horror. 

Mari. Isabel, 

Sweet Isabel, do yet but kneel by me ; 4 3*i 
Hold up your hands, say nothing; I’ll 
speak all. 

They say best men are moulded out of 
faults; 

And, for the most, become much more the 
better 

For being a little bad ; so may my husband. 
O Isabel, will you not lend a knee ? u” 

Duke. He dies for Claudio’s death. 

Isab, [Kneeling] Most bounteous sir. 
Look, if it please you, on this man con¬ 
demn’d. 

As if my brother liv'd. 1 partly think 
A due sincerity govern’d his deeds 
Till he did look on me ; since it is so, 44 5 
Let him not die. My brother had but 
justice. 

In that he did the thing for which he died ; 
For Angelo, 

His act did not o’ertake his bad intent. 
And must be buried but as an intent 150 
That perish’d by the way. Thoughts are no 
subjects; 

Intents but merely thoughts. 

Mari, Merely, my lord. 

Duke. Your suit’s unprofitable ; stand 
up, I say. 

I have bethought me of another fault, 
Provost, how came it Claudio was beheaded 
At an unusual hour ? 

Prov, It was commanded so. 

Duke, Had you a special warrant for the 
deed ? 

Prov, No, my good lord ; it was by 
private message. 

Duke, For which 1 do discharge you of 
your office; 439 

Give up your keys. 

Prov. Pardon me, noble lord ; 

I thought it was a fault, but knew it not; 
Yet did repent me, after more advice ; 

For testimony whereof, one in the prison, 
That should by private order else have died, 
I have reserv’d alive. 

Duke. What’s he ? 

Prov, His name is Barnardine. 

Duke, I would thou hadst done so by 
Claudio. 

Go fetch him hither; let me look upon him. 

[Exit Provost, 

Escal, I am sorry one so learned and so 
wise 

(As you. Lord Angelo, have still appear’d, 
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[Act 5 


Should slip so grossly, both in the heat of 

blood A 70 

And lack of temper'd judgment afterward. 

Aiig. I am sorry that such sorrow 1 
procure ; 

And so deep sticks it in my penitent heart 
That I crave death more willingly than 
mercy ; 

'Tis my deserving, and I do entreat it. a 75 

Re-enter Provost, with Barnardine. 

Claudio (muffled), and Juliet. 

Duke. Which is that Barnardine ? 

Prow This, my lord. 

Duke. There was a friar told me of this 
man. 

Sirrah, thou arl said to have a stubborn 
soul, 

That apprehends no further than this 
world, 

And squar’st thv life according. ThouTt 
condemn’d; t-so 

But, for those earthly faults, I quit them 
all. 

And pray thee take this mercy to provide 
h’or better times to come. Friar, advise 
him ; 

I leave him to vour hand. What muffl'd 
fellow's that ? 

Prov. Ihis is another prisoner that I 
sav'd, 4^^ 

Who should have died when Claudio lost 
his head; 

As like almost to Claudio as himself. 

[Unmuffles Claudio. 

Duke. [To Isabella] If he be like your 
brother, for his sake 

Is he pardon’d ; and for your lovely sake. 
Give me your hand and say you will be 
mine, 

He is my brother too. But fitter time for 
that. 

By this Lord Angelo perceives he’s safe ; 
Methinks I see a quick'ning in his eye. 

Well, Angelo, your evil quits you well. 

Look that you love your wife; her worth 
worth yours. 4vs 

I fina an apt remission in myself; 

And yet here's one in place I cannot pardon. 
[To Lucio] You, sirrah, that knew me for a 
fool, a coward, i 

One all of luxury, an ass, a madman ! J 


Wherein have 1 so deserv’d of you ? •<> 
That you extol me thus ? 

Lucio, Faith, my lord, I spoke it but 
according to the trick. If you will hang me 
for it, you may ; but I had rather it would 
please you 1 might be whipt. 

Duke. Whipr first, sir, and hang'd 
after. 5'>s 

Proclaim it, Provost, round about the city, 
If any woman wrong’d by this lewd 
fellow— 

As 1 have heard him swear himself there's 
one 

Whom he begot with child, let her appear, 
And he shall marry her. The nuptial 
finish'd, 

Let him be whip': and hang'd. 

Lucio. 1 beseech your Highness, do not 
marr>^ m:^ to a whore. Your Highness said 
even now 1 made you a duke ; good my 
lord, do not recompense me in making me a 
cuckold. us 

Duke. Upon mine honour, thou shalt 
marry her. 

Thy slanders I forgive; and therewithal 
Remit thy other forfeits. Take him to 
prison ; 

And see our pleasure herein executed. 

Lucio. Marrying a punk, my lord, is 
pressing to death, whipping, and hanging. 
Duke. Slandering a prince deserves it. 5: i 
[Exeunt Officers with Lucio. 
She, Claudio, that you wrong'd, look you 
restore. 

Joy to you, Mariana 1 Love her, Angelo ; 

I have confess'd her, and 1 know her virtue, 
lhanks, good friend Escalus, for thy much 
goodness; 

There’s more behind that is more gratulate. 
Thanks, Provost, for thy care and secrecy ; 
We shall employ thee in a worthier place. 
Forgive him, Angelo, that brought you 
home s 

The head of Ragozine for Claudio's : 

Th' offence pardons itself. Dear Isabel, 

1 have a motion much imports your good ; 
Whereto if you'll a willing ear incline, 
What's mine is yours, and what is yours is 
mine. 535 

So, bring us to out palace, where we'll show 
What’s yet behind that's meet you all 
should know. [Exeunt. 
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THE COMEDY OF ERRORS 


DRAMATIS PERSON.^ 


SoLiNiJS, Duke of Ephesus, 

AiGHON, a rnerdiaul of Syracuse, 
Antipholus of 1 

Ephesus, ' twin brothers, and sous to 
Antipholgs of i M^eon and Aimilia, 
Syracuse, ■ 


Dromio of Ephesus, 
Dkomio of Syracuse, 


I twin brothers, and 
ittendants on the 
two Antipholiises. 


Balthazar, a merchant. 


Angklo, a fjoldsmilli. 


First Merchant, friend to Antipholus of 
Syracuse, 


Second Merchant, to whom Ani^elo is a 
debtor. 

Pinch, a schoolmaster. 

AiMiLiA, wife to Azgeon ; an abbess at 
Ephesus. 

Adriana, wife to Antipholus of Ephesus. 
Luciana, her sister. 

Luce, servant to Adriana. 

A Courtezan. 

Gaoler, Officers, Attendants. 


I HE Scene : Ephesus. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. A hall in the Duke’s palace. 

linter the Duke of Ephesus, AEgkon, the 
Merchant of Syracusa, Gaoler, Officers. 
and other Attendants. 

JEge. Proceed, Solinus, to procure mv 
fall. 

And by the doom of death end woes and all. 
Duke. Merchant of Syracus:?, plead no 
more ; 

I am not partial to infringe our laws. 

The enmity and discord which of late 
Sprung from the rancorous outrage of your 
duke 

To merchants, our well-dealing countrymen. 
Who, wanting guilders to redeem their lives. 
Have seaPd his rigorous statutes with theii 
bloods, 

Excludes all pity from our tlireat’niug 
looks. ' 

For, since the mortal and intestine jars 
'Twixt thy sedit ous countrymen and us, 

It hath in solemn synods been decreed, 
Both by the Syracusians and ourselves, 

To admit no traffic to our adverse towns ; 
Nay, more : if any born at Ephesus i - 
Be seen at any Syracusian marts and fairs ; 
Again, if any Syracusian born 
Come to the bay of Ephesus—he dies. 

His goods confiscate to the Duke's dis¬ 
pose, 

Unless a thousand marks be levied. 

To quit the penalty and to ransom him. 
Thy substance, valued at the highest rate, 
Cannot amount unto a hundred marks; .’t 
T herefore by law thou art condemn'd to die. 
A:ge, Yet this my comfort; when your 
words are done, , 

My woes end likewise with the evening sun. 


Duke. Well, Syracusian, say in brief th.* 
cause 

Why thou departed'st from thy native 
home, 3'> 

And for what cause thou cam’st <o Ephesus. 

/Ege. A heavier task could not have been 
impos'd 

Than I to speak my griefs unspeakable ; 
Yet, that the world may witness that my 
end VI 

Was wrought by nature, not by vile offence. 
I'll utter what my sorrow gives me leave. 
In Syracusa was 1 born, and wed 
Unto a woman, happy but for me. 

And by me, had not our hap been bad. 
With her I liv’d in joy; our wcaUh 
increas’d 4'» 

By prosperous voyages I often made 
To Epidamnum ; till my factor’s death. 
And the great care of goods at random left, 
Drew me from kind embracements of my 
spouse; 

From whom mv absence was not six montlis 
old, IT 

Before herself, almost at fainting under 
The pleasing punishment that women bear, 
Had made provision for her following me. 
And soon and safe arrived where I was. 
There had she not been long but she became 
A joyful mother of two goodly sons ; » 

And, which was strange, the one so like the 
other 

As could not be distinguish’d but by names. 
That very hour, and in the self-same inn, 

A mean woman was delivered > 

Of such a burden, male twins, both alike. 
Those, for their parents were exceeding 
poor, 

I bought, and brought up to attend my sons. 
My wife, not meanly proud of two such 
boys, 59 
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Made daily motions for our home return; 
Unwilling I agreed, Alas I too soon 
We came aboard. 

A league from Epidamnum had we sail’d 
Before the always-wind-obeying deep 
Gave any tragic instance of our harm ; 
But longer did we not retain much hope, 
For what obscured light the heavens did 
grant 

Did but convey unto our fearful minds 
A doubtful warrant of immediate death ; 
Which though myself would gladly have 
embrac'd, 

Yet the incessant weepings of my wife, 
Weeping before for what she saw must 
come. 

And piteous plainings of the pretty babes. 
That mourn'd for fashion, ignorant what to 
fear, 

Forc'd me to seek delays for them and me. 
And this it w'as, for other means was none : 
The sailors sought for safety by our boat, 
And left the ship, then sinking-ripe, to us ; 
My wife, more careful for the latter-born. 
Had fast’ned him unto a small spare mast, 
Such as sea-faring men provide for storms ; 
To him one of the other twins was bound. 
Whilst I had been like heedful of the other. 
ITie children thus dispos’d, my wife and I, 
Fixing our eyes on whom our care was fix'd, 
Fast’ned ourselves at either end the mast, 
And, floating straight, obedient to the 
stream, 

Was carried towards Corinth, as we thought 
At length the sun, gazing upon the earth, 
Dispers'd those vapours that offended us ; 
And, by the benefit of his wished light, 

I'he seas wax’d calm, and we discovered 
7'wo ships from far making amain to us— 
Of Corinth that, of Epidaurus this. 

But ere tliey came—O, let me say no 
more! 05 

Gather the sequel by that went before. 
Duke, Nay, forward, old man, do not 
break off so: 

For we may pity, though not pardon thee. 
Aige, O, had the gods done so, 1 had not 
now 

Worthily term’d them merciless to us ! joo 
F or, ere the ships could meet by twice five 
leagues. 

We were encount’red by a mighty rock. 
Which being violently borne uj on, 

Our helpful ship was splitted in the midst; 
So that, in this unjust divorce of us, 105 
Fortune had left to both of us alike 
What to delight in, what to sorrow for. 

Her part, poor soul, seeming as burdened 
With lesser weight, but not with lesser woe. 
Was carried with more speed before the 
wind; no 

And in cur sight they three were taken up 
By fishermen of Corinth, as we thought. 

At length another ship had seiz'd on us; 
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[Act 1 

And, knowing whom it was their hap to 
save, 

Gave healthful welcome to their ship¬ 
wreck'd guests, ns 

And would have reft the fishers of their 
prey, 

Had not their bark been very slow of sail; 
And therefore homeward did they bend 
their course. 

Thus have you heard me sever'd from my 
bliss, * 19 

That by misfortunes was my life prolong’d^ 
To tell sad stories of my own mishaps. 

Duke. And, for the sake of them thou 
sorrowest for, 

Do me the favour to dilate at full 
What have befall'n of them and thee till 
now. 

.45ge. My youngest boy, and yet my 
eldest care, ns 

At eighteen years became inquisitive 
After his brother, and importun’d me 
I'hat his attendant—so his case was like. 
Reft of his brother, but retain'd his name— 
Might bear him company in the quest of 
him; i.v» 

Whom whilst I laboured of a love to see, 

I hazarded the loss of whom I lov’d. 

Five summers have I spent in farthest 
Greece, 

Roaming clean through the bounds of 
Asia, i<i 

And, coasting homeward, came to Ephesus; 
Hopeless to find, yet loath to leave un¬ 
sought 

Or that or any place that harbours men. 
But here must end the story of my life; 
And happy were I in my timely death, 139 
Could all my travels warrant me they live. 

Duke, Hapless /Egeon, whom the fates 
have mark'd 

To bear the extremity of dire mishap ! 
Now, trust me, were it not against our 
laws, 

Against my crown, my oath, my dignity. 
Which princes, would they, may not dis¬ 
annul, 145 

My soul should sue as advocate for thee. 
But though thou art adjudged to the death. 
And passed sentence may not be recall'd 
But to our honour’s great disparagement, 
Yet will I favour thee in what 1 can. 150 
Therefore, mercliant, I'll limit thee this day 
To seek thy help by beneficial hap. 

Try all the friends thou hast in Ephesus; 
Beg thou, or borrow, to make up the sum, 
And live; if no, then thou art doom'd to 
die. 155 

Gaoler, take him to thy custody. 

Gaol, I will, my lord. 

JEge, Hopeless and helpless doth AEgeon 
wend. 

But to procrastinate his lifeless end. 

lExeunt 
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Scene II. The nmri. 

Enter Antipholus of Syracuse, Dromio of 
Syracuse, and First Merchant. 

First Mer. Therefore, give out you are of 
Epidamnum, 

Fest that your goods too soon be confiscate. 
J his very day a Syracusian merchant 
Is apprehended for arrival here ; 

And, not being able to buy out his life, 5 
According to the statute of the town, 

Dies ere the weary sun set in the west. 
1’herc is your money that I had to keep. 
Ant, S. Go bear it to the Centaur, where 
we host. •> 

And stay there, Dromio, till I come to thee. 
Within this hour it will be dinner-time; 

I ill that, ril view the manners of the town. 
Peruse the traders, gaze upon the buildings, 
And then return and sleep within mine inn ; 
For with long travel I am stiff and weary. 
Get thee away. i 

Dro, S. Many a man would take you at 
your word. 

And go indeed, having so good a mean. 

[Exit Dromio S. 
Ant. S. A trusty villain, sir, that very oft. 
When I am dull with care and melancholy. 
Lightens my humour with his merry jests. 
What, will you walk with me about the 
town. 

And then go to my inn and dine with me ? 
First Mer. I am invited, sir, to certain 
merchants, 

Of whom I hope to make much benefit; 

1 crave your pardon. Soon at five o'clock. 
Please you, I’ll meet with you upon the 
mart. 

And afterward consort you till bed time. 
My present business calls me from you now-. 
Ant. S. Farewell till then. I will go lose 
myself, > 

And wander up and down to \'iew the city. 
First Mer. Sir, I commend you to your 
own content. lExit First Merchant. 
Ant. S. He that commends me to mine 
own content 

Commends me to the thing I cannot get. 

I to the world am like a drop of water vs 
That in the ocean seeks another drop. 
Who, falling there to find his fellow forth, 
Unseen, inquisitive, confounds himself. 

So 1 , to find a mother and a brother. 

In quest of them, unliappy, lose myself. 

Enter Dromio of Ephesus. 

Here comes the almanac of my true date. 
What now ? How chance thou art return’d 
so soon ? 

Dro. E. Return’d so soon I rather 
approach’d too late. 

The capon burns, the pig falls from the spit; 
The clock hath strucken twelve upon the 
beU— 45 


My mistress made it one upon my cheek; 
She is so hot because the meat is cold, 

The meat is cold because you come not 
home. 

You come not home because you have no 
stomach. 

You have no stomach, having broke your 
fast; s, 

But we, that know what ’tis to fast and 
pray. 

Are penitent for your default to-day. 

Ant. S. Stop in your wind, sir ; tell ms 
this, 1 pray: 

Where have you left the money that 1 gave 
you ? 

Dro. E. O—sixpence that I had a 
Wednesday last 55 

To pay the saddler for my mistress’ 
crupper ? 

The saddler had it, sir ; I kept it not. 

Ant. S. 1 am not in a sportive humour 
now ; 

Tell me, and dally not, where is the money? 
We being strangers here, how dar'st thou 
trust uo 

So great a charge from thine own custody ? 

Dro. E. I pray you jest, sir, as you sit 
at dinner. 

I from my mistress come to you in post; 

If 1 return, I shall be post indeed, 04 
For she will score your fault upon my pate. 
Methinks your maw, like mine, should t e 
your clock. 

And strike you home without a messenger. 

Ant. S. Come, Dromio, come, these jests 
are out of season ; '*8 

Reserve them till a merrier hour than this. 
W here is the gold 1 gave in charge to thee ? 

Dro. E. To me, sir ? W'hy, you gave no 
gold to me. 

Anf. S. Come on, sir knave, have don.* 
your foolishness. 

And tell me how thou hast dispos’d thy 
charge. 

Dro. E. My charge was but to fetch you 
from the mart 

Home to your house, the Phoenix, sir, to 
dinner. 

My m stress and her sister stays for you. 

AnL S. Now, as I am a Christian, answer 
me 

In what safe place you have bestow’d my 
money. 

Or I shall break that merry sconce of yours, 
I hat stands on tricks when I am un¬ 
dispos’d. 

Where is the thousand marks thou hadst 
of me ? 

Dro. E. I have some marks of yours upon 
my pate. 

Some of mv mistress’ marks upon my 
shoulders. 

But not a thousand marks between you 
both- 84 
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If 1 should pay your worship those again 
Perchance you will not bear them patiently 

Ant, S. Thy mistress' marks! What 
mistress, slave, hast thou ? 

Dro, E, Your worship’s wile, my mistress 
at the Phoenix ; 

She that doth fast till you come home to 
dinner, 

And prays that you will hie you home tu 
dinner. 

Anl. S. What, wilt thou tiout me thus 
unto my face, 

Being forbid ? There, take you that, sir 
knave. [Beals him. 

Dro, E. What mean you, sir ? For God’s 
sake hold your hands ! 

Nay, an you will not, sir, I'll take my heels. 

Dromio E. 

An., S, Upon my life, by some device or 
other 

The villain is o'erraught of all my money, 
lliey say this tow'ii is full of corenage : 

As, nimble jugglers that deceive the eye, 
Dark-working sorcerers that change the 
mind, 

Soul-killing witches that deform the body, 
Disguised cheaters, prating mountebanks, 
And many such-like liberties of sin ; 

If it prove so, I will be gone the sooner, 
ril to the Centaur to go seek this slave. 

1 greatly fear my money is not safe. [Exit. 

ACT TWO 

SciiNK I. The house of Aniipholus of 
Ephesus, 

Enter Aoriana, %vife to Antiphohis of 
Ephesus, with Luciana, her sister, 

Adr. Neither my husband nor the slave 
return'd 

That in such haste I sent to seek his master! 
Sure, Luciana, it is two o’clock. 

Luc. Perhaps some merchant hath in- 
vited him. 

And from the mart he’s somewhere gone to 
dinner; 

Good sister, let us dine, and never fret. 

A man is master of his liberty ; 

Time is their master, and when they sec 
time. 

They’ll go or come. If so, be patient, sister 

Adr. Why should their liberty than ours 
be more ? i j 

Luc, Because their business still lies out 
o’ door, 

Adr. Look when I serve him so, he takes 
it ill. 

Luc. O, know he is the bridle of your will. 

Adr. There’s none but asses will be 
bridled so. 

Luc. Why, headstrong liberty is lash'd' 
with woe. 15 

There's nothing situate under heaven’s eye 
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But hath his bound, in earth, in sea, in sky. 
The beasts, the fishes, and the winged fowls, 
Are their males' subjects, and at their 
controls. 

NUn, more divine, the master of all these. 
Lord of the wide world and wild w^at’ry 
seas, 

Indu’d with intellectual sense and souls, 

Of more pre-eminence than fish and fowls, 
Are masters to their females, and their 
lords; :.>4 

Then let your will attend on their accords. 

Adr. This servitude makes you to keep 
unwed. 

Luc. Not this, but troubles of the 
marriage-bed. 

Adr. But, were you wedded, you would 
bear some sway. 

Luc. Ere I learn love. I’ll practise to obey. 

Adr. How if your husband start some 
other where ? 

Luc. Till he come home again, I would 
forbear. 

Adr. Patience unmov’d ! no marvel 
though she pause : 

I hey can be meek that have no other cause, 
A wretched soul, bruis'd with adversity, 
We bid be quiet when we hear it cry ; 

But w'ere we burd’ned with like weight of 
pain. 

As much, or more, we should ourselves 
complain. 

So thou, that hast no unkind mate to grieve 
thee, 

With urging helpless patience would relieve 
me; 

But if thou live to see like right bereft, 
This fool-begg'd patience in thee will be left. 

Luc. Well, 1 will marry one day, but to 
try. 

Here comes your man, now is your husband 
nigh. 

Enter Dromio of Ephesus. 

Adr. Say, is your tardy master now at 
hand ? 

Dro, E, Nay, he's at two hands with me, 
and that my two ears can witness. <(<) 

Adr. Say, didst thou speak with him ? 
Know’st thou his mind ? 

Dro. E, Ay, ay, he told his mind upon 
mine ear. 

Beshrew his hand, I scarce could under¬ 
stand it. 

Luc. Spake he so doubtfully thou couldst 
not feel his meaning ? s: 

Dro. E. Nay, he struck so plainly I could 
too well feel his blows; and withal so 
doubtfully that I could scarce understand 
them. 

Adr. But say, I prithee, is he coming 
home ? 55 

It seems he hath great care to please his 
wife. 
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Scene 1] 

Dro. E. Why, mistress, sure my master is 
horn-mad. 

Adr. Horn-mad, thou villain ! 

Vro. E. I mean not cuckold-mad ; 

But, sure, he is stark mad. 

When I desir'd him to come home to 
dinner, 

He ask’d me for a thousand marks in p^old. 

‘ 'Tis dinner time ' quoth 1 ; ‘My gold ! ’ 
quoth he. 

' Your meat doth burn ’ quoth 1 ; * My 
gold ! * quoth he. 

' Will you come home ? ’ quoth 1 ; ‘My 
gold ! ' quoth he 

' Where is the thousand marks I gave thee, 
villain ? ' < 

' The pig ’ quoth I ‘ is burn d ’ ; * My gold ! ’ 
quoth he. 

‘ My mistress, sir ’ quoth 1 ; ' Hang up thy 
mistress; 

I know not thy mistress: out on thy 
mistress.’ 

Luc, Quoth who ? 

Dro, E. Quoth my master. 

' I know ' quoth he ‘ no house, no wife, 
no mistress.’ 

So that my errand, due unto mv longue, 

I thank him, I bare home upon myi 
shoulders; j 

For, in conclusion, he did beat me there. ! 

Adr, Go back again, thou slave, and fetcii 
him home. 

Dro. B. Go back again, and be new beaten 
home ? 

For God’s sake, send some other messenger. 

Adr. Back, slave, or I will break thv pati 
across. 

Dro. E. And he will bless that cross with 
other beating; 

Between you I shall have a holy head. > 

Adr. Hence, prating peasant 1 Fetch thy 
master home. 

Dro. E. Am I so round with you, as you 
with me. 

That like a football you do spurn me thus 

You spurn me hence, and he will spurn me 
hither; 

If 1 last in this service, you must case nw 
in leather. [Exit. 

Luc. Fie, how impatience loureth in your 
face! 

Adr. His company must do his minions 
grace, 

Whilst I at home starve for a merry look. 

Hath homely age th' alluring beauty took 

From my poor cheek ? Then he hath wasted 
it. 

Are my discourses dull ? Barren my wit ? 

If voluble and sharp discourse be marr’d, 

Unkindness blunts it more than marble 
hard. 

Ho their gay vestments his affections bait ? 

That’s not my fault; he’s master of my 
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What ruins art? in me that can b^? found 
By him not ruin’d ? 'I'hen is he the ground 
Of my defeatures. My decayed fair 
A sunny IOv>k of his would soon repair. 
But, too unruly deer, he breaks the pale, io« 
And feeds from home ; poor 1 am but his 
stale. 

Luc. Self-harming jealousy ! fie, beat it 
hence. 

Adr. Unfeeling fools can with such 
wrongs dispcn.se. <>; 

I know his eye doth homage otherwhere; 
Or else what lets it but he would be here ? 
Sister, you know he promis’d me a chain ; 
Would that alone a love he would detain. 
So he would keep fair quarter with his bed ! 
I see the jewel bc.st enamelled 
Will lose his beauty ; yet the gold bides 
still no 

rhat others touch a!iJ, often touching, will 
Where gold ; and no mail that hath a 
name 

By falsehood and corruption doth it shame. 
Since that my beauty cannot please his eve, 
I'll weep what’s left away, and weeping die. 

Luc. How many fond fools serve mad 
jealousy I [Exewuf. 

ScBNK II. T/ie mart. 

Enter Antiiuiolus of Syracuse. 

Aul. S. The gold 1 gave to Dromio is laid 
up 

Sale at the Centaur, and the heedful slave 
Is wand’red forth in care to seek rne out. 

By computation and mine host’s report 
1 could not speak with Dromio since at first 
I sent him from the mart. See, here he 
comes. (» 

Enter Duomio of Syracuse. 

How' now, sir, is your merry humour 
alter’d ? 

As you love strokes, so jest with me again. 
You know no Centaur ! You receiv'd no 
gold ! 

Your mistress .sent to have me home to 
dinner I 

My house was at the Phamix ! Wast thou 
mad, 

That thus so madly thou didst answer me ? 

Dro. S. What answer, sir ? When spake 
1 such a word ? 

Ant. S. E\’en now, even here, not half an 
hour since. 

Dro. S. I did not see you since you sent 
me hence, >5 

Home to the Centaur, with the gold yviii 
gave me. 

Aiif. S. Villain, thou didst deny the gold's 
receipt, 

And told’st me of a mistress and a dinner; 
For ^vhich, 1 hope, thou felt’st 1 was 
displeas’d. 
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Dro, S. I am glad to see you in this merry 
vein. 

What means this jest ? I pray you, master, 
tell me. 

Ant S, Yea, dost thou jeer and flout me 
in the teeth ? 

Think'st thou 1 jest ? Hold, take thou that, 
and that. [Beatinf; him 

Dro, S, Hold, sir, for God’s sake! Now 
your jest is earnest. 

Upon what bargain do you give it me ? 
Ant. S. Because that I familiarly some¬ 
times 

Do use you for my fool and chat with you 
Your sauciness will jest upon my love. 

And make a common of my serious hours 
When the sun shines let foolish gnats make 
sport. 

But creep in crannies when he hides his 
beams. 

If you will jest with me, know my aspect 
And fashion your demeanour to my looks, 
Or 1 will beat this method in your sconce. 

Dro. S. Sconce, call you it ? So you 
would leave battering, I had rather have it 
a head. An you use these blows long, 1 
must get a sconce for my head, and 
insconce it too ; or else I shall seek ray 
wit in my shoulders. But I pray, sir, why 
am I beaten ? 

Ant. S. Dost thou not know ? 

Pro. S. Nothing, sir, but that 1 am 
beaten. 

Ant. S. Shall I tell you why ? 

Dro. S. Ay, sir, and wherefore ; for they 
say every why hath a wherefore. 

Ant S. Why, first for flouting me; and 
then wherefore, 45 

For urging it the second time to me. 

Dro. S. Was there ever any man thus 
beaten out of season, 

When in the why and the wherefore is 
neither rhyme nor reason ? 

Well, sir, 1 thank you. 

Ant. S. Thank me, sir! for what ? 50 

Dro. S. Marry, sir, for this something 
that you gave me for nothing. 

Ant S. ril make you amends next, to give 
you nothing for something. But say, sir, 
is it dinner-time ? 

Dro. S, No, sir; I think the meat wants 
that I have. 55 

Ant. S, In good time, sir, what’s that ? 
Dro, S. Basting. 

Ant, S. Well, sir, then ’twill be dry. 

Dro. S. If it be, sir, I pray you eat none 
of it. 

Ant. S. Your reason ? 60 

Dro. S. Lest it make you choleric, and 
purchase me another dry basting. 

Ant. S. Well, sir, learn to jest in good 
time ; there’s a time for all things. 

Dro. S. 1 durst have denied that* before 
you were so choleric. 66 
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Ant. S. By what rule, sir 7 
Dro. S. Marry, sir, by a rule as plain as 
the plain bald pate of Father Time himself. 
Ant. S. Let’s hear it. 70 

Dro. S. There’s no time for a man to 
recover his hair that grows bald by nature. 

Ant. S. May he not do it by fine and 
recovery 7 

Dro. S. Yes, to pay a fine for a periwig, 
and recover the lost hair of another man. 75 
Ant. S. Why is Time such a niggard of 
hair, being, as it is, so plentiful an excre¬ 
ment 7 

Dro. S. Because it is a blessing that he 
bestows on beasts, and what he hath 
scanted men in hair he hath given them 
in wit. 80 

Ant S. Why, but there’s many a man 
hath more hair than wit. 

Dro. S. Not a man of those but he hath 
the wit to lose his hair. 

Anf. S. Why, thou didst conclude hairy 
men plain dealers without wit. «<> 

Dro. S. The plainer dealer, the sooner lost; 
yet he Joseth it in a kind of jollity. 

Anf. S. For what reason 7 

Dro. S. For two ; and sound ones too. 90 

Anf. S. Nay, not sound I pray you. 

Dro, S. Sure ones, then. 

Anf. S. Nay, not sure, in a thing falsing. 
Dro. S. Certain ones, then. 

Anf. S. Name them. 95 

Dro. S. The one, to save the money that 
he spends in tiring; the other, that at 
dinner they should not drop in his porridge. 

Anf. S. You would all this time have 
prov’d there is no time for all things, xoo 
Dro. S. Marry, and did, sir ; namely, no 
time to recover hair lost by nature. 

Anf. S. But your reason was not sub¬ 
stantial, why there is no time to recover. 

Dro. S. Thus I mend it: Time himself is 
bald, and therefore to the world's end will 
have bald followers. 106 

Anf, S. 1 knew 'twould be a bald con¬ 
clusion. But, soft, who wafts us yonder 7 

Enier Adriana and Luciana. 

Adfr. Ay, ay, Antipholus, look strange and 
frown. 109 

Some other mistress hath thy sweet aspects; 

1 am not Adriana, nor thy wife. 

The time was once when thou unurg’d 
wouldst vow 

That never words were music to thine ear, 

1 hat never object pleasing in thine eye, 114 
That never touch well welcome to thy hand, 
That never meat sweet-savour’d in thy 
taste. 

Unless 1 spake, or look’d, or touch’d, or 
carv’d to thee. 

How comes it now, my husband, O, how 
comes it. 

That thou art then estranged from thyself 7 



Scene 2] 

Thyself I call it, being strange to me. 
That, undividable, incorporate, 

Am better than thy dear self’s better part. 
Ah, do not tear away thyself from me; 
For know, my love, as easy mayst thou fall 
A drop of water in the breaking gulf, i.v. 
And take unmingled thence that drop again 
Without addition or diminishing. 

As take from me thyself, and not me too. 
How dearly would it touch thee to the 
quick, 

Shouldst thou but hear 1 were licentious, 
And that this body, consecrate to thee. 

By ruffian lust should be contaminate ! 
Wouldst thou not spit at me and spurn 
at me. 

And hurl the name of husband in my face, 
And tear the stain’d skin off my harlot- 
brow, 133 

And from my false hand cut the wedding- 
ring, 

And break it with a deep-divorcing vow ? 
I know thou canst, and therefore see thou 
do it. 

1 am possess'd with an adulterate blot; lyj 
My blood is mingled with the crime of lust; 
For if we two be one, and thou play false, 
1 do digest the poison of thy flesh, 

Being strumpeted by thy contagion. 

Keep then fair league and truce with thy 
true bed ; 

1 live dis- tain’d, thou undishonoured, u!) 
Ant. S. Plead you to me, fair dame ? 1 
know you not: 

In Ephesus I am but two hours old, 

As strange unto your town as to your talk. 
Who, every word by all my wit being 
scann’d, 140 

Wants wit in all one word to understand. 
Luc. F'ie, brother, how the world is 
chang’d with you I 

When were you wont to use my sister thus ? 
She sent for you by Dromio home to dinner. 
Ant. S. By Dromio ? 

Dro. S. By me ? J 55 

Adr. By thee ; and this thou didst return 
from him— 

That he did buffet thee, and in his blows 
Denied my house for his, me for his wife. 
Ant. S. Did you converse, sir, with this 
gentlewoman ? 

What is the course and drift of your com¬ 
pact ? i<«> 

Dro. S. I, sir ? I never saw her till this 
time. 

Ant. S. Villain, thou liest; for even her 
very words 

Didst thou deliver to me on the mart. 

Dro. S. I never spake with her in all my 
life. 

Ant. S. How can she thus, then, call us by 
our names, 1^5 

Unless it be by inspiration 7 
Adr. How ill agrees it with your gravity 
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To counterfeit thus grossly with your slave. 
Abetting him to thwart me in my mood ! 
Be it my wrong you are from me exempt. 
But wrong not that wrong with a more 
contempt, i; r 

Come, 1 will fasten on this sleeve of thine ; 
Thou art an elm, my husband, 1 a vine. 
Whose weakness, married to thy stronger 
state, 

Makes me with thy strength to communi¬ 
cate. 175 

If aught possess thee from me, it is dross. 
Usurping ivy, brier, or idle moss *, 

Who all, for want of pruning, with in¬ 
trusion 

Infect thy sap, and live on thy confusion. 

Anf. S. To me she speaks ; she moves me 
for her theme. j So 

What, was I married to her in my dream ? 
Or sleep I now, and think I hear all this ? 
What error driv^es our eyes and ears amiss ? 
Until 1 know this sure uncertainty, 
ril entertain the offer’d fallacy. rss 

Luc. Dromio, go bid the servants spread 
for dinner. 

Dro. S. O, for my heads! I cross me for a 
sinner. 

This is the fairy land. O spite of spites ! 
We talk with goblins, owls, and sprites. 

If we obey them not, this will ensue : 190 

They’ll suck our breath, or pinch us black 
and blue. 

Luc. Why prat’st thou to thyself, and 
answer’st not ? 

Dromio, thou drone, thou snail, thou slug, 
thou sot! 

Dro. S. 1 am transformed, master, am 
not I ? 

Anf. S. I think thou art in mind, and so 
am I. ly.'* 

Dro. S'. Nay, master, both in mind and in 
my shape. 

Anf. S. Thou hast thine owm form. 

Dro. S. No, I am an ape. 

Luc. If thou art chang'd to aught, 'tis to 
an ass. 

Dro. S. ’Tis true; she rides me, and I long 
for grass. ly; 

’Tis so, I am an ass ; else it could never be 
But I should know her as well as she knows 
me. 

Adr. Come, come, no longer will 1 be a 
fool. 

To put the finger in the eye and weep. 
Whilst man and master laughs my w'oes to 
scorn. 

Come, sir, to dinner. Dromio, keep the 
gate. 

Hiisband, I’ll dine above with you to-day. 
And shrive you of a thousand idle pranks. 
Sirrah, if any ask you for your master. 

Say he dines forth, and let no creature 
enter. 209 

Come, sister. Dromio, play the porter well, 
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Ant. S. Am I in earth, in heaven, or in 
hell ? 

Sleeping or waking, mad or weU-advis*d 
Known unto these, and to myself disguis'd 
ril say as they say, and pcrsevcr so. 

And in this mist at all adventures go. 

Dro. S. Master, shall I be porter at th 
gate ? 

Adr. Ay ; and let none enter, lest 1 break 
your pate, 

Luc. Come, come, Antipholus, we dine 
too late. [Exeunt 


ACT THREE 

ScENFi I. Before the house of Antipholus o) 
Ephesus. 

Enter Antipholus of Ephesus, Duomio o; 

Ephesus, Angelo, and Balthazar. 

Ant. E. Good Sign or Angelo, you musi 
excuse us ail; 

My wife is shrewish when 1 keep not hours 

Say that I lingevd with you at your shop 

To see the making of her carcanet. 

And that to-morrow you will bring it home 

But here’s a villain that would face me 
down 

He met me on the mart, and that I beat 
him, 

And charg’d him with a thousand marks in 
gold. 

And that I did deny my wife and house. 

Thou drunkard, thou, what didst thou mean 
by this ? 

Dro. E. Say what you w ill, sir. but I know 
what 1 know. 

That you heat me at tlie mart I ha\ e your 
hand to show ; 

If the skin were parchment, and the blows 
you gave w'ere ink, 

Your own handwriting would tell you what 
1 think. 

Ant E. 1 think thou art an ass. 

Dro. E. Marry, so it doth appear 

By the wrongs 1 sulfcr and the blows 1 hear. 

I should kick, being kick’d ; and being at 
that pass, 

You would keep from my heels, and beware 
of an ass. 

Ant. E. Y’are sad, Signior Balthazar; 
pray God our cheer 

May answer my good will and your good 
welcome Iiere. 

Bal. 1 hold your dainties cheap, sir, and 
your welcome dear. 

Ant. E. O, Signior Balthazar, either at 
flesh or fish, 

A table full of welcome makes scarce one 
dainty dish. 

Bal. Good meat, sir, is common ; that 
every churl affords. 

Ant. E. And welcome more common ; for 
that’s nothing but words. *5 


Bal. Small cheer and great wdcome 
makes a merry feast. 

.Ant. E. Ay, to a niggardly host and more 
sparing guest. 

But though my cates be mean, take them 
in good part; 

Better cheer may you have, but not witli 
better heart. 

But, soft, my door is lock’d ; go bid them 
let us in. ;o 

Dro. E. Maud, Bridget, Marian, Cicely, 
Gillian, Ginn ! 

Dro. S. [U’ifli/n] Mome, malt-horsc, 
capon, coxcomb, idiot, patch ! 

Either get thee from the door, or sit down 
at the hatch. 

Dost thou conjure for wenches, that thou 
call’St for such store, 

When one is one too many ? Go get thee 
from the door. 

Dro. E. What patch is made our porter ? 
My master stays in the street. 

Dro. S. IVV'rflun] Let him walk from 
whence he came, lest he catch cold 
on ‘s feet. 

.Ant E. Who talks within there ? Ho, open 
the door ! 

Dro. S. [Within] Right, sir; I’ll tell you 
when, an you’ll tell me where¬ 
fore. 

Ant E. Wherefore ? For mv dinner ; I 
have not din’d to-day. io 

Dro. S. [W ithin] Nor to-day here you 
must not; come again wlicn you 
may. 

Ant. F. What art thou that keep’st me 
out from the house 1 owe ? 

Dro. S. [Within] The porter for this time, 
sir, and mv name is Dromio. 

Dro. E. O villain, thou hast stol’n both 
mine office and my name ! 

The one ne’er got me credit, the other 
mickle blame. is 

If thou hadst been Dromio to-day in my 
place, 

Thou vvouldst have chang’d thy face for a 
name, or thy name for an ass. 

Enter Luce, within. 

Luce. [W’fl/i/nj What a coil is there, 
Dromio ? Who are those at the 
gate ? 

Dro. E. Let my master in, Luce. 

Luce. IWiffim] Faith, no, he comes too 
late; 

And so tell your master. 

Dro. E. O Lord, I must laugh I 

Have at you with a proverb : Shall I set in 
my staff? 5 i 

Luce. [Within] Have at you with another; 
that's—when ? can you tell ? 

Dro. S. [Within] If thy name be called 
Luce—Luce, thou hast answer'd 
him well. 
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Scene 1] 

Ant E. Do you hear, you minion ? You'll 
let us in, 1 hope ? 

Luce. [Wttfiin] I thought to have ask’d 
you. 

Pro. 5. [Within] And you said no. 

Pro. H. So, come, help; well struck ! 
there was blow for blow. 

Ant E. Thou baggage, let me in. 

Luce. [Withini Can you tell for whose 
sake ? 

Dro. E. Master, knock the door hard. 

Luce. [Within] Let him knock till it ache. 

Ant. E. You’ll cry for this, minion, if 1 
beat the door down. 

Luce. [Within] What needs all that, and a 
pair of stocks in the town ? <«> 

Enter Adriana, within. 

Adr. rWithin] Who is that at the door, 
that keeps all this noise ? 

Pro. .S'. [VVidiiul By my troth, your town 
is troubled with unruly boys. 

Ani. E. Arc you there, wife ? You might 
have come before. 

Adr. I Within] Your wife, sir knave! Go 
get you from the door. 

Vrv. E. If you went in pain, master, this 
‘ knave ’ would go sore. 

Anfi. Mere is neither cheer, sir, nor 
welcome; we would fain have 
either. 

Kal. In debating which was best, wc shall 
part with neither. 

Dro. E. They stand at the door, rnastci ; 
bid them welcome hither. 

Ant. E. There is something in the wind, 
that we cannot get in, 

Dro. E. You would say so, master, if your 
garments w'Cfc thin. 

Your cake here is warm within ; you stand 
here in the cold ; 

It would make a man mad as a buck to be 
so bought and sold. 

Ant. E. Go fetch me something ; I'll 
break opc the gate. 

Dro. S. [Within] Break any breaking 
here, and I’ll break your knave's 
pate. 

Pro. E. A man may break a word with 
you, sir ; and words are but wind ; 

Ay, and break it in your face, so he break it 
not behind. :t* 

Pro. S'. [Witliin] It seems thou want’st 
breaking ; out upon thee, hind ! 

Dro. B. Here's too much ‘ out upon thee! ’ 
I pray thee let me in. 

Pro. S. [Within] Ay, when fowls have no 
feathers and fish have no fin. 

Ant, E. Well, I’ll break in ; go borrow me 
a crow. « ’ 

Pro. E. A crow without feather ? Master, 
mean you so ? 

For a fish without a fin, there’s a fowl with-, 
out a feather ; ' 


If a croxv help us in, sirrah, wT’il pluck a 
crow together. 

Aiif. E. Go get thee gone ; fetch me an 
iron cro^v. m 

Bal. Have patience, sir; O, let it not be so I 
Herein you war against your reputation, 
And draw within the compass of suspect 
Th' unviolated honour of your w ife. 

Once this—your long experience of her 
wisdom, 

Her sober virtue, years, and modesty, 
Plead on her part some cause to you un¬ 
known ; 

And doubt not, sir, but she will well excuse 
Why at this time the doors are made 
against you. 

Be rul'd by me : depart in patience. 

And let us to the Tiger all to dinner ; 

And, about evening, come yourself alone 
'J o know the reason of this strange restraint. 
If by strong hand you offer to break in 
Now' in the stirring passage of the day, 

A vulgar comment will be made of it, uuj 
And that supposed by the common rout 
Against your yet ungalled c.stimation 
That may with foul intrusion enter in 
And dwell upon your grave when you are 
dead ; 

For slander lives upon succession, i «»5 
f or ever hous’d wiiere it gets possession. 

Ant. E. You have prevail’d. 1 will depart 
in quiet, 

And in despite of mirth mean to be merry. 
1 know a wench of excellent discourse, 
Pretty and witty; wild, and yet, too, 
gentle ; 11 o 

There will w'edine. This woman that I mean, 
My wife—but, 1 protest, without desert— 
Hath oftentimes upbraided me withal; 

To her will we to dinner. |To Antfelo] Get 
voii home 

And fetch the chain ; by this I know 'tis 
made. 1 13 

Bring it, I pray you, to the Porpentine ; 
For there’s the house. That chain will 1 
bestow— 

Be it for nothing but to spite my wife— 
Upon mine hostess there ; good sir, make 
haste. n.) 

Since mine owm doors refuse to entertain me, 
ril knock elsewhere, to see if they’ll disdain 
me. 

Aug. I’ll meet you at that place some 
hour hence. 

Ant. E. Do so ; this jest shall cost me 
some expense. | Exeunt. 

Sci:ne II. Before the house of Antipholus 
of Ephesus. 

Enter Luciana with Antipholus of 
Syracuse. 

Luc. And may it be that you have quite 
forgot 
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A husband's office ? Shall, Antipholus, 
Even in the spring of love, thy love-springs 
rot ? 

Shall love, in building, grow so ruinous ? 

If you did wed my sister for her wealth, 
Then for her wealth’s sake use her with 
more kindness; 

Or, if you like elsewhere, do it by stealth: 
Muffle your false love with some show of 
blindness ; 

I^t not my sister read it in your eye ; 

Be not thy tongue thy own shame's 
orator; lo 

Look sweet, speak fair, become disloyalty; 
Apparel vice like virtue's harbinger ; 

Bear a fair presence, though your heart be 
tainted ; 

Teach sin the carriage of a holy saint; 

Be secret-false, What need she be ac¬ 
quainted ? 15 

What simple thief brags of his own 
attaint ? 

*Tis double wrong to truant with your bed 
And let her read it in thy looks at board ; 
Shame hath a bastard fame, well managed ; 
Ill deeds is doubled with an evil word. 20 
Alas, poor women ! make us but believe, 
Being compact of credit, that you love 
us; 

Though others have the arm, show us the 
sleeve; 

We in your motion turn, and you may 
move us. 

Then, gentle brother, get you in again ; 25 
Comfort my sister, cheer her, call her 
wife. 

*Tis holy sport to be a little vain 
When the sweet breath of Mattery con¬ 
quers strife. 

Ant. S. Sweet mistress—what your name 
is else, I know not. 

Nor by what wonder you do hit of mine— 
lx*ss in your knowledge and your grace you 
show not :ii 

Than our earth’s wonder—more than 
earth, divine. 

Teach me, dear creature, how to think and 
speak; 

Lay open to my earthy-gross conceit, 
Smoth’red in errors, feeble, shallow, weak. 
The folded meaning of your words’ deceit. 
Against my soul’s pure truth why labour 
you 

To make it wander in an unknown field ? 
Are you a god ? Would you create me new ? 
Transform me, then, and to your pow'r 
I'll yield. 40 

But if that I am I, then well I know 
Your weeping sister is no wife of mine, ! 
Nor to her bed no homage do I owe ; | 

Far more, far more, to you do I decline, j 

O, train me not, sweet mermaid, with thyj 
note, 45 1 

To drown me in thy sister's flood of tears. 
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Sing, siren, for thyself, and I will dote; 
Spread o'er the silver waves thy golden 
hairs. 

And as a bed I'll take them, and there lie ; 
And in that glorious suppvosition think 
He gains by death that hath such means 
to die. 

Let Love, being light, be drowned if she 
sink. 

Luc. What, arc you mad, that you do 
reason so ? 

AnL S. Not mad, but mated ; how, I do 
not know. 

Luc. It is a fault that springeth from 
your eye. 55 

Ani. S. For gazing on your beams, fair 
sun, being by. 

Luc. Gaze where you should, and that 
will clear your sight. 

An/. S. As good to wink, sweet love, as 
look on night, 

Luc. Why call you me love ? Call my 
sister so. 

Ant, S. Thy sister's sister. 

Luc. That's my sister. 

Ant, S. No; 

It is thyself, mine own self's better part; 

Mine eye's clear eye, my dear heart's dearer 
heart, 

My food, my fortune, and my sweet hope’s 
aim, 

My sole earth's heaven, and my heaven's 
claim. 

Luc. All this my sister is, or else should 
be. 65 

Ant, S, Call thyself sister, sweet, for I 

am thee; 

Thee will I love, and with thee lead my life ; 
Thou hast no husband yet, nor I no wife. 
Give me thy hand. 

Luc. O, soft, sir, hold you still ; 

m fetch my sister to get her good will. 70 
[Exi/ Luciana 

Enter Dromio of Syracuse. 

Ant, S, Why, how now, Dromio! Where 
run'st thou so fast ? 

Dro. S. Do you know me, sir ? Am I 
Dromio ? Am I your man ? Am I my¬ 
self ? 

Ant, S. Thou art Dromio, thou art my 
man, thou art thyself. 

Dro, S. 1 am an ass, 1 am a woman's 
man, and besides myself. 

Ant, S, What woman’s man, and how 
besides thyself ? 

Dro, S, Marry, sir, besides myself, I am 
due to a woman—one that claims me, one 
that haunts me, one that will have me. 
Ant, S, What claim lays she to thee ? 83 
Dro, S, Marry, sir, such claim as you 
would lay to your horse; and she would 
have me as a beast: not that, 1 being a 
beast, she would have me; but that she, 



Scene 2] 

being a very beastly creature, lays claim 
to me, !>7 

Ant. S. What is she ? 

Dro. S. A very reverent body; ay, such 
a one as a man may not speak of without 
he say ‘ Sir-reverence1 have but lean 
luck in the match, and yet is she a won¬ 
drous fat marriage. ga 

Ant S. How dost thou mean a fat 
marriage ? 

Dro. S. Marry, sir, she’s the kitchen- 
wench, and all grease; and 1 know not 
wiiat use to put her to but to make a lamp 
of her and run from her by her own light. 
1 warrant, her rags and the tallow in them 
will burn a Poland winter. If she lives 
till doomsday, she’ll burn a week longer 
than the whole world. 

Ant. S. What complexion is she of ? loo 
Dro. S. Swart, like my shoe ; but her face 
nothing like so clean kept; for why she 
sweats, a man may go over shoes in the 
grime of it. 

Ant. S. That’s a fault that water will 
mend. 

Dro. S. No, sir, *tis in grain; Noah’s 
tiood could not do it. loo 

Ant. S. What's her name ? 

Dro. S. Nell, sir; but her name and 
three quarters, that’s an cU and three 
quarters, will not measure her from hip to 
hip. lio 

Ani. 5. Then she bears some breadth ? 
Dro. S. No longer from head to foot than 
from liip to hip: she is spherical, like a 
globe ; 1 could find out countries in her. 

Alii. S. In what part of her body stands 
Ireland ? 113 

Dro. S. Marry, sir, in her buttocks ; I 
found it out by the bogs. 

Ant. S. Where Scotland ? 

Uro. S. 1 found it by the barrenness, hard 
in the palm of the hand. 120 

Anl. S. Where France ? 

Dro. S. In her forehead, arm’d and re¬ 
verted, making war against her heir. 

Ani. S. Where England ? i 4 

Dro, S. I look'd for the chalky cliffs, but 
I could hnd no whiteness in them ; but 1 
guess it stood ill her chin, by the salt rheum 
tiiat ran between France and it* 

Ani. S. Where Spain ? 

Dro. S. Faith, 1 saw it not, but I felt it 
hot in her breath. 

Ant. S. Where America, the Indies ? 

Dro. S. O, sir, upon her nose, all o’er 
embellished with rubies, carbuncles, sap¬ 
phires, declining their rich aspect to the hot 
breath of Spain; who sent whole armadoes 
of caracks to be ballast at her nose. 135 
Ani. S. Where stood Belgia, the Nether¬ 
lands ? 

Dro. S. O, sir, I did not look so low. To 
conclude: this drudge or diviner laid claim 
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to me; call’d me Dromio; swore I was 
assur'd to her ; told me what privy marks 
I had about me, as, the mark of ray shoulder, 
the mole in my neck, the great wart on my 
left arm, that 1 , amaz’d, ran from her as a 
witch. i .,2 

And, 1 think, if my breast had not been 
made of faith, and my heart of stc^el. 
She had transform'd me to a curlal dog, 
and made me turn i’ th’ wheel. 

Ani. S'. Go hie thee presently post to the 
road; 1.15 

An if the wind blow any w'ay from shore, 

1 will not harbour in this town to-night. 

If any bark put forth, come to the mart, 
Where I will walk till thou return to me. 

If every one knows us, and we know 
none, j 

'Tis time, 1 think, to trudge, pack, and be 
gone. 

Dro. S. As from a bear a man would run 
for life, 

So fly 1 from her that would be my wife. 

IHxif. 

Anf. S'. There's none but witches do 
inhabit here, 

And therefore 'tis high time that I were 
hence. 155 

She that doth call me husband, even my 
soul 

Doth for a wife abhor. But her fair sister, 
Possess’d with such a gentle sovereign 
grace, iss 

Of such enchanting presence and discourse. 
Hath almost made me traitor to myself; 
But, lest myself be guilty to self-wrong, 
I’ll stop mine cars against the mermaid’s 
song. X 02 

Enter Angelo with the chain. 

Ang. Master Antipliolus ! 

Anf. S. Ay, that’s my name. 

Ang. 1 know it well, sir. Lo, here is the 
chain. 

I thought to have ta’en you at the Por- 
pentinc; 105 

The chain untinish’d made me stay thus 
long. 

Anf. S. What is your will that 1 shall do 
with this ? 

Ang. What please yourself, sir; I have 
made it tor you. 

Anf. 6 '. Made it for me, sir! I bespoke it 
not. 

Ang. Not once nor twice, but twenty 
times you have. 170 

Go home with it, and please your wife 
withal; 

And soon at supper-time I’ll visit you, 

And then receive ray raoney for the chain. 

Anf. S. 1 pray you, sir, receive the money 
now, 

For fear you ne'er see chain nor money 
more. 175 
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Awg. You are a merry man, sir; fare you 
well. (Exit. 

Ani. S, What I should think of this I 
cannot tell; 

But this I think, there’s no man is so vain 
That would refuse so fair an offer’d chain. 
1 see a man here needs not live by shifts, 
When in the streets he meets such golden 
gifts. 

I’ll to the mart, and there for Dromio stay ; 
If any ship put out, then straight away. 

[Exit. 

ACT FOUR 
SeL;NK I. A public place. 

Enter Second Merchant, AN(;r£LO. and an 
Officer. 

Sec. Mer. You know since Pentecost the 
sum is due. 

And since I have not much importun’d you; 
Nor now' 1 had not, but that 1 am bound 
To Persia, and want guilder'^ for my voyage; 
Therefore make present satisfaction. 

Or I’ll attach you by this officer. 

Ang. Even just the sum tfrat 1 do owe 
to you 

Is growing to me by Antipholus ; 

And in the instant that I met with you 
He had of me a chain ; at (i\c o’clock 
1 shall receive the money for the same. 
Pleaseth you w^alk with me down to his 
house, 

I will discharge my bond, and thank you 
too. 

Enter Antipholi’S of Ephesus, and 

Dromio of Ephesus, from the courtezan's. 

Off. That labour may you save; see 
where he comes. 

Anf. E. While 1 go to the goldsmith’s 
house, go thou i ^ 

And buy a rope's end ; that will 1 bestow 
Among my wife and her confederates. 

For locking me out of my doors by day. 
But, soft, 1 see the goldsmith. Get thee 
gone; i 

Buy thou a rope, and bring it home to me. 

Dro. B. 1 buy a thousand pound a year; 
1 buy a rope. [Exit Dromio. 

Ant. E. A man is well holp up that trusts 
to you ! 

I promised your presence and the chain ; 
But neither chain nor goldsmith came to 
me. 

Belike you thought our love would last too 
long, 

If it were chain'd together, and therefore 
came not. 

Ang. Saving your merry humour, here's 
the note 

How much your chain weighs to the utmost 
carat, 

The fineness of the gold, and chargeful, 
fashion, ' 
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Which doth amount to three odd ducats 
more 

Than I stand debted to this gentleman. 

I pray you see him presently discharg'd, 

For he is bound to sea, and stays but for it. 

Ant. E. I am not furnish'd with the 
present money; 

Besides, I have some business in the town. 

Good signior, take the stranger to my house, 

And with you take the chain, and bid my 
wife 

Disburse the sum on the receipt thereof. 

Perchance 1 will be there as soon as you. 

Ang. i'hen you will bring the chain to her 
yourself 

Ant. E. No ; bear it with you, lest I come 
not time enough. 

Ang. Well, sir, I will. Have you the 
chain about you ? 

Ant. E. An if I have not, sir, I hope you 
have ; 

Or else you may return without your 
money. 

.Ang. Nay, come, 1 pray you, sir, give mo 
the chain ; i, 

Both wind and tide stays lor this gentle¬ 
man. 

And I, to blame, have held him here too 
long. 

Ajif. E. Good Lord ! you use this dalliance 
to excuse ,s 

Your breach of promise to the Porpentine ; 

I should have chid you for not bringing it, 

But, like a shrew, you first begin to brawl. 

Sec. Mer. The hour steals on ; I pray you, 
sir, dispatch. 

Ang. You hear how he importunes me— 
the chain ! 

Ant. E. Why, give it to my wife, and 
letch your money. 

Ang. Come, come, you know I gave it 
you even now. vs 

Either send the chain or send by me some 
token. 

Aid. E. Fie, now' you run this humour 
out of breath ! 

Come, where’s the chain ? I pray you let 
me sec it. 

Sec. Mer. My business cannot brook this 
dalliance. 

Good sir, say whe'r you’ll answer me or no; 

If not. I’ll leave him to the officer. «u 

Ant. E. I answer you ! What should I 
answer you ? 

Ang. The money that you owe me for the 
chain. 

Anf. E. I owe you none till 1 receive the 
chain. 

Ang. You know I gave it you half an 
hour since. 05 

Ant. E. You gave me none ; you wrong 
me much to say so. 

Ang. You wrong me more, sir, in denying 
it. 
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Consider how it stands upon my credit. 

Sec. Mer. Well, officer, arrest him at my 
suit. 

Off. 1 do ; and charge you in the Duke*s 
name to obey me. ;i 

Ang. This touches me in reputation. 
Either consent to pay this sum for me, 

Or 1 attach you by this officer. 

AnC E. Consent to pay thee that I never 
had! r- 

Arrest me, foolish fellow, if thou dar'st. 

Ang. Here is thy fee ; arrest him, officer. 
1 would not spare my brother in this case, 
If he should scorn me so apparently. 

Off. 1 do arrest you, sir; you hear the suit. 

Au/. E. 1 do obey thee till 1 give thee hail. 
But, sirrah, you shall buy this sport as dear 
As all the metal in your shop will answer. 

Ang. Sir, sir. I shall have law in Ephesus, 
To your notorious shame, 1 doubt it not. 

Br.ler Dkomio of Syracuse, from the bay. 

Dro. S. Master, tliere’s a bark of Epidam- 
num 

Ihat stavs but till her owner comes aboard, 
And then, sir, she bears away. Our fraught- 
age, sir, 

I have convey'd aboard ; and I have bought 
The oil, the balsamum, and aqua-vlt». x* 
i he ship is in her trim ; the merry wind 
iJlows fair from land ; they stay for nought 
at all 

But for their owner, master, and yourself. 

Awt. E. How now ! a madman ? Why, 
thou peevish sheep, 

What ship of Ejpidamnum stays for me ? 

Dro. S. A ship you sent me to, to hire 
waftage. 

Ant. E. Thou drunken slave, I sent thee 
for a rope ; 

And told thee to what purpose and what 
end. 

Dro. S. You sent me for a rope’s end as 
soon— 

You sent me to the bay, sir, for a bark. h>u 

Ant. E. I will debate this matter at more 
leisure, 

And teach your ears to list me with more 
heed. 

To Adriana, villain, hie thee straight; 

Oive her this key, and tell her in the desk 
That’s cover'd o’er with Turkish tapestry 
There is a purse of ducats ; let her send it. 
fell her I am arrested in the street, »<>r 
And that shall bail me ; hie thee, slave, be 
gone. 

On, officer, to prison till it come. 

[E.vercnt all but Dromio. 

Dro. S. To Adriana ! that is where we 
din’d, 

Where Dowsabel did claim me for her 
husband. 

She is too big, I hope, for me to compass. 
Thither 1 must, although against my will. 


For servants must their masters’ minds 
fulfil. [Exit. 

Scene II. The house of Antipholus of 
Ephesus. 

Enter Adriana and Luciana. 

Adr. Ah, Luciana, did he tempt thee so ? 

Mightst thou perceive austerely in his eye 

That he did plead in earnest ? Yea or no ? 

Look’d he or red or pale, or sad or 
merrily ? 4 

What observation mad'st thou in this case 

Of liis heart’s meteors tilting in his face ? 

Luc. P’irst he denied you had in him no 
right. 

Adr. He meant he did me none—the 
more my spite. 

Luc. Then swore he that he was a stranger 
here. 

Adr. And true he swore, though yet 
forsworn he were. i» 

Luc. Then pleaded 1 for you. 

Adr. And what said he ? 

Luc. That love 1 begg’d for you he begg'd 
of me. 

Adr. With what persuasion did be tempt 
thy love ? 

Luc. With words that in an honest suit 
might move. 

First he did praise my beauty, then my 
sj)eech. »;> 

Adr. Didst speak him fair ? 

Luc. Have patience, I beseech. 

Adr. I cannot, nor 1 will not hold me still; 

My tongue, though not my heart, shall have 
his will. 

He is deformed, crooked, old. and sere, 

Ill-fac'd, worse bodied, shapeless every¬ 
where ; .'o 

Vicious, ungentle, foolish, blunt, unkind ; 

Stigmatical in making, worse in mind. 

Luc. Who would be jealous then of such 
a one ? 

No evil lost is wail’d when it is gone. 

Adr. Ah, but 1 think him better than I 
say, as 

And yet would herein others* eyes were 
worse. 

Far from her nest the lapwing cries away ; 

My heart pray’^s for him, though my tongue 
do curse. 

Enter Dromio of Syracuse. 

Dro. S. Here go—the desk, the purse. 
Sweet now, make haste. 

Luc. How hast thou lost thy breath ? 

Dro. S. By running fast. 

Adr. Where is thy master, Dromio ? Is 
he well ? 

Dro. S. No, he’s in Tartar limbo, worse 
than hell, 

A devil in an everlasting garment hath him; 

One whose hard heart is button'd up with 
steel; 
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A fiend, a fairy, pitiless and rough; 35 

A wolf, nay worse, a fellow al. in buff; 

A back-friend, a shoulder-clapper, one that 
countermands 

The passages of alleys, creeks, and narrow 
lands; 

A hound that runs counter, and yet draw's 
dry-foot well; 

One that, before the Judgment, carries poor 
souls to hell. 4 

Adr. Why, man, what is the matter ? 

Dro. S. I do not know the matter ; he is 
Tested on the case. 

Adr, What, is he arrested ? Tell me, at 
whose suit ? 

Dro. S. I know not at whose suit he is 
arrested well; 

But he's in a suit of bu(f which Tested him. 
that can I tell. 4'j 

Will you send liim, mistress, redemption, 
the money in his desk ? 

Adr, Go fetch it, sister. [Exit Lticiand] 
This I wonder at: 

Thus he unknown to me should be in debt. 

Tell me, was he arrested on a band ? 

Dro, S, Not on a band, but on a stronger 
thing, so 

A chain, a chain. Do you not hear it ring ? 

Adr, What, the chain ? 

Dro, S, No. no, the bell; Tis time that 
I were gone. 

It was two ere I left him, and now the 
clock strikes one. 

Adr, The hours come back ! That did I 
never hear, 

Dro, S, O yes. If any hour meet a 
sergeant, 'a turns back for very fear. 

Adr, As if lime were in debt 1 How 
fondly dost thou reason! 

Dro, S, Time is a very bankrupt, and owes 
more than he’s worth to season. 

Nay, he’s a thief too : have you not heard 
men say 

That Time comes stealing on by night and 
day ? 60 

If 'a be in debt and theft, and a sergeant in 
the way. 

Hath he not reason to turn back an hour 
in a day ? 

Re-ewier Luciana with a purse, 

Adr, Go, Dromio, there’s the money ; 
bear it straight. 

And bring thy master home immediately. 

Come, sister; I am press'd down with 
conceit— 65 

Conceit, my comfort and my injury. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene III. The tnart. 

Enter Antipholus of Syracuse. 

Ant. S. There’s not a man I meet but 
doth salute me 

As if 1 were their well-acquainted friend; 
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And every one doth call me by my name. 
Some tender money to me, some invite me, 
Some other give me thanks for kindnesses. 
Some offer me commodities to buy ; 6 

Even now a tailor call’d me in his shop, 
And show’d me silks that he had bought for 
me. 

And therewithal took measure of my body. 
Sure, these are but imaginary wiles, lo 
And Lapland sorcerers inhabit here. 

Enter Dromio of Syracuse. 

Dro. S. Master, here’s the gold you sent 
me for. What, have you got the picture of 
old Adam new-apparoll’d ? 

Anf. S. What gold is this ? What Adam 
dost thou mean ? 14 

Dro, S, Not that Adam that kept the 
Paradise, but that Adam that keeps the 
prison ; he that goes in the calf's skin that 
was kill’d for the Prodigal; he that came 
behind you, sir, like an evil angel, and bid 
you forsake your liberty. 

Ant, S, I understand thee not. 19 

Dro. S. No ? Why, ’tis a plain case : he 
that went, like a bass-viol, in a case of 
leather; the man, sir, that, when gentle¬ 
men are tired, gives them a sob, and rests 
them ; he, sir, that takes pity on decayed 
men, and gives them suits of durance ; he 
that sets up his rest to do more exploits 
with his mace than a morris-pike. 25 

Anf. S. What, thou mcan’st an officer ? 

Dro, S, Ay, sir, the sergeant of the band ; 
he that brings any man to answer it that 
breaks his band; one that thinks a man 
always going to bed, and says ' God give 
you good rest 1 ’ 

Ant. S, Well, sir, there rest in your 
foolery. Is there any ship puts forth to¬ 
night ? May we be gone ? 

Dro, S, Why, sir, I brought you word an 
hour since that the bark Expedition put 
forth to-night; and then were you 
hind’red by the sergeant, to tarry for the 
hoy Delay. Here arc the angels that you 
seat for to deliver you. 

Anf. S. The fellow is distract, and so am 1; 
And here we wander in illusions. 

Some blessed power deliver us from hence I 

Enter a Courtezan. 

Cour, Well met, well met. Master 
Antipholus. 40 

I see, sir, you have found the goldsmith now. 
Is that the chain you promis'd me to-day ? 

Anf. 5. Satan, avoid I 1 charge thee, 
tempt me not. 

Dro. S. Master, is this Mistress Satan ? 

Afif. S. It is the devil, 45 

Dro. S, Nay, she is worse, she is the 
devil’s dam, and here she comes in the habit 
of a light wench; and thereof comes that 
the wenches say * God damn me!' That’s 



Scene 3 ] 

as much to say * God make me a light 
wench T It is written they appear to men 
like angdls of light; light is an effect of hre, 
and fire will burn ; ergo, light wenches will 
burn. Come not near her. 

Cour. Your man and you are marvellous 
merry, sir. 

Will you go with me ? We'll mend our 
dinner here. 

Dro, S. Master, if you do, expect spoon- 
meat, or bespeak a long spoon. 

Ant. S. Why, Dromio ? 

Dro. S. Marry, he must have a long spoon 
that must eat with the devil. 

Ant. S. Avoid then, fiend I What teU'st 
thou me of supping ? ot 

Thou art, as you are all, a sorceress ; 

I conjure thee to leave me and be gone. 
Cour. Give me the ring of mine you had 
at dinner. 

Or, for my diamond, the chain you 
promis’d. 

And I’ll be gone, sir, and not trouble you. 
Dro. S. Some devils ask but the parings 
of one's nail, <><> 

A rush, a hair, a drop of blood, a pin, 

A nut, a cherry-stone; 

But she, more covetous, would have a chain. 
Master, be wise ; an if you give it her, 70 
I'he devil will shake her chain, and fright 
us with it. 

Cour. I pray you, sir, my ring, or else the 
chain; 

1 hope you do not mean to cheat me so. 
Ant. S. Avaunt, thou witch! Come, 
.Dromio, let us go. 

Dro. ‘ Fly pride ’ says the peacock. 
Mistress, that you know. 75 

[Exeimi Ant. S. and Dro. S. 
Cour. Now, out of doubt, Antipholus is 
mad. 

Else would he never so demean himself. 

A ring he hath of mine worth forty ducats. 
And for the same he promis’d me a chain; 
Both one and other he denies me now. So 
The reason that I gather he is mad. 

Besides this present instance of his rage. 

Is a mad tale he told to-day at dinner 
Of his own doors being shut against his 
entrance. 

Belike his wife, acquainted with his fits, a 5 
On purp<^e shut the doors against his way. 
My way is now to hie home to his house, 
And teh his wife that, being lunatic, 
lie rush’d into my house and took perforce 
My ring away. This course 1 fittest choose. 
For forty ducats is too much to lose. lExU. 

Scene IV. A street. 

Enter Antipholus of Ephesus with 
the Officer. 

Ant. E. Fear me not, man; 1 will not 
break away. 
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I’ll give thee, ere I leave thee, so much 
money. 

To warrant thee, as I am 'rested for. 

My wife is in a wayward mood to-day. 

And will not lightly trust the messenger. 
That I should be attach’d in Ephesus, 

I tell you 'twill sound harshly in her ears. 

Enter Dromio of Ephesus, with a 
rope's-e^id. 

Here comes my man ; I think he brings the 
money. 

How now, sir! Have you that 1 sent you 
for ? 

Dro. E. Here’s that, I warrant you, will 
pay them all. 10 

Anf. E. But where’s the money ? 

Dro. E. Why, sir, I gave the money for 
the rope. 

Ant. E. Five hundred ducats, villain, for 
a rope ? 

Dro. E. I’ll serve you, sir, five hundred at 
the rate. 

Ant. E. To what end did I bid thee hie 
thee home ? 15 

Dro. E. To a rope’s-end, sir ; and to that 
end am 1 return’d. 

Ant. E. And to that end, sir, I will 
welcome you. [Beating him. 

Off. Good sir, be patient. 

Dro. E. Nay, 'tis for me to be patient; 
I am in adversity. 30 

Off. Good now, hold thy tongue. 

Dro. E. Nay, rather persuade him to hold 
his hands. 

Anf. E. Thou whoreson, senseless villain! 
Dro. E. I would I were senseless, sir, that 
I might not feel your blows. 25 

Ant. E. Thou art sensible in nothing but 
blows, and so is an ass. 

Dro. E. 1 am an ass indeed ; you may 
prove it by my long 'ears. I have served 
him from the hour of my nativity to this 
instant, and have nothing at his hands for 
my service but blows. When I am cold he 
heats me with beating; when I am warm 
he cools me with beating. I am wak’d with 
it when 1 sleep ; rais’d with it when I sit; 
driven out of doors with it when 1 go from 
home; welcom'd home with it when I 
return; nay, I bear it on my shoulders as 
a beggar wont her brat; and I think, when 
he hath lam'd me, I shall beg with it from 
door to door. 37 

Enter Adriana, Luciana, the Courtezan, 
and a Schoolmaster caWd Pinch. 

Ant. E. Come, go along; my wife is 
coming yonder. 

Dro. E. Mistress, ‘ respice finem', respect 
your end ; or rather, to prophesy like the 
parrot, * Beware the rope's-end'. 40 

Ant. E. Wilt thou still talk ? [Beating him. 
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Cowr. How say you now ? Is not your 
husband mad ? 

Adr, His incivility confirms no less. 

Good Doctor Pinch, you are a conjurer : 

Establish him in his true sense again, t? 

And I will please you what you will demand 

Luc, Alas, how fiery and how sharp he 
looks! 

Cour. Mark how he trembles in hi; 
ecstasy. 

Pinch, Give me your hand, and let me 
feel your pulse. 

Ant. E. There is my hand, and let it feel 
your ear. [Striking him. 

Pinch. I charge thee, Satan, hous'd 
within this man, 

To yield possession to my holy prayers, 

And to thy state of darkness hie thee 
straight. 

I conjure thee by all the saints in heaven. 

Anf. E. Peace, doting wizard, peace! I 
am not mad. 

Adr. O, that thou wert not, poor dis¬ 
tressed soul I 

Ant. E. You minion, you, are these your 
customers ? 

Did this companion with the saffron face 

Revel and feast it at my house to-day. 

Whilst upon me the guilty doors were shut. 

And 1 denied to enter in my house ? 

Adr. O husband, God doth know you 
din'd at home, 

Where would you had remain'd until this 
time, 

Free from these slanders and this open 
shame! 

Ant. E, Din'd at home! Thou villain, 
what sayest thou ? ( 

Dro. E. Sir, sooth to say, you did not 
dine at home. 

Ant. E. Were not my doors lock’d up and 
I shut out ? 

Dro. E. Perdie, your doors were lock’d 
and you shut out. 

Ant. E. And did not she herself revile me 
there ? 

Dro. E. Sans fable, she herself revil’d you 
there. 

Ant. E. Did not her kitchen-maid rail, 
taunt, and scorn me 7 

Dro. £. Certes, she did; the kitchen- 
vestal scorn'd you. 

Ant. E. And did not 1 in rage depart from 
thence 7 

Dro. E. In verity, you did. My bones 
bear witness, 7 \ 

That since have felt the vigour of his 
rage. 

Adr. Is’t good to soothe him in these 
contraries 7 

Pinch, It is no shame ; the fellow finds 
his vein. 

And, yielding to him, humours well his 
frenzy. 


Anf. E. Thou hast suborn’d the gold¬ 
smith to arrest me. 

Adr. Alas, I sent you money to redeem 
you, 

By Dromio here, who came in haste for it. 

Dro. E. Money by me! Heart and good¬ 
will you might. 

But surely, master, not a rag of money. 

Ant. £. Went’st not thou to her for a 
purse of ducats 7 ^ i 

Adr. He came to me, and I deliver’d it. 

Luc. And 1 am witness with her that she 
did. 

Dro. E. God and the rope-maker bear me 
witness 

That I was sent for nothing but a rope! 

Pinch. Mistress, both man and master is 
possess'd; 

I know it by their pale and deadly looks, oo 
They must be bound, and laid in some dark 
room. 

Ant. E. Say, wherefore didst thou lock 
me forth to-day 7 

And why dost thou deny the bag of gold 7 

Adr. I did not, gentle husband, lock thee 
forth. 

Dro. E. And, gentle master, I receiv’d no 
gold *, 0 !> 

But I confess, sir, that we were lock'd 
out. 

Adr. Dissembling villain, thou speak'st 
false in both. 

Ant. E. Dissembling harlot, thou art 
false in all, 

And art confederate with a damned pack 
To make a loathsome abject scorn of me; 
But with these nails I’ll pluck out these 
false eyes i .i 

lliat would behold in me this shameful 
sport. 

Adr. O, bind him, bind him ; let him not 
come near me. 

Pinch. More company! The fiend is 
strong within him. 

Enter three or four, and offer to bind him. 
He strives. 

Luc. Ay me, poor man, how pale and 
wan he looks ! 105 

Ant. E. What, will you murder me 7 
Thou gaoler, thou, 

1 am thy prisoner. Wilt thou suffer them 
To make a rescue 7 

Off. Masters, let him go ; 

He is my prisoner, and you shall not have 
him. 

Pinch. Go bind this man, for he is frantic 
too. IThey bind Dromio. 

Adr. What wilt thou do, thou peevish 
ofiicer 7 m 

Hast thou delight to see a wretched jnan 
Do outrage and displeasure to himself 7 

Off. He is my prisoner ; if I let him go, 
The debt he owes will be requir'd of me. 
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Scene 4] 

Adr. 1 will discharge thee ere 1 go from 
thee; 

Bear me forthwith unto his creditor. 

And, knowing how the debt grows, I will 
pay it. 

Good Master Doctor, sec him safe convey’d 
Home to my house. O most unhappy day ! 

AnL E. O most unhappy strumpet! 

Dro. E. Master, I am here ent’red in bond 
for you. 

AnL E. Out on thee, villain! A\"herefore 
dost thou mad me ? 

Dro. E. Will you be bound for nothing ? 
Be mad, good master ; cry ‘ The devil! ’ 

Luc. God help, poor souls, how idly do 
they talk ! > 

Adr. Go bear him hence. Sister, go you 
with me. 

[Exetmi all hut Adriana, Luciana, 
Officer, and Courtezan. 
Say now, whose suit is he arrested at ? 

Off. One Angelo, a goldsmith ; do you 
know him ? 

Adr. I know the man. What is the sum 
he owes ? 13 “ 

Off. Two hundred ducats. 

Adr. Say, how grows it due ? 

Off. Due for a chain your husband had of 
him. 

Adr. He did bespeak a chain for me, but 
had it not. 

Cour. When as your husband, all in rage, 
to-day 

Came to my house, and took away my 
ring— 13 s 

The ring I saw upon his finger now— 
Straight after did 1 meet him with a chain. 

Adr. It may be so, but 1 did never see it. 
Come, gaoler, bring me where the gold¬ 
smith is; 

I long to know the truth hereof at large. 1 < * 

Enter Antipholus of Syracuse, with his 

rapier draum, and Dromio of Syracuse. 

Luc. God, for thy mercy ! they are loose 
again. 

Adr. And come with naked swords. 

Let’s call more help to have them bound 
again. 

Off. Away, they’ll kill us! 

lExeuni all but Ant. S. and Dro. S. 
as fast as may be, frighted. 

Ant. S. I see these witches are afraid of 
swords. 113 

Dro. S. She that would be your wife now' 
ran from you. 

AnL S. Come to the Centaur; fetch our 
stuff from thence. 

I long that we were safe and sound aboard. 

Dro. S. Faith, stay here this night; they 
will surely do us no harm; you saw they 
speak us fair, give us gold ; methinks they 
are such a gentle nation that, but for the 
mountain of mad flesh that claims marriage 


of me, I could find in my heart to stay here 
still and turn witch. 

Ant. S. I will not stay to-night for all the 
town; iM 

Therefore away, to get our stuff aboard. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. A street before a priory. 

Enter Second Merchant and Angelo. 

Ang. I am sorry, sir, that I have hind’red 
you ; 

But I protest he had the chain of me, 
Though most dishonestly he doth deny it. 

Sec. Mer. How is the man esteem’d here 
in the city ? 

Ang. Of very reverend reputation, sir, 5 
Of credit infinite, highly belov’d. 

Second to none that lives here in the 
city ; 

His word might bear my wealth at any 
time. 

Sec. Mer. Speak softly ; yonder, as I 
think, he walks. 

Enter Antipholus of Syracuse and Dromio 
of Syracuse. 

Ang. Tis so ; and that self chain about 
his neck m 

Which he forswore most monstrously to 
have. 

Good sir, draw near to me, I'll speak to him. 
Signior Antipholus, 1 wonder much 
That you would put me to this shame and 
trouble ; 11 

And, not without some scandal to yourself. 
With circumstance and oaths so to deny 
This chain, which now' you wear so openly. 
Beside the charge, the shame, imprison¬ 
ment. 

You have done wrong to this my honest 

friend; ly 

Who, but for staying on our controversy. 
Had hoisted sail and put to sea to-day. 
This chain you had of me; can you deny 
it ? 

Anf. S. 1 think I had; I never did 
deny it. 

Sec. Mer. Yes, that you did, sir, and 
forswore it too. 

Ant. S. Who heard me to deny it or 
forswear it ? ^3 

Sec. Mer. These ears of mine, thou 

know’st, did hear thee. 

Fie on thee, wretch ! ’tis pity that thou 
liv’st 

To walk where any honest men resort. 

Ant. S. Thou art a villain to impeach 
me thus; 

ril prove mine honour and mine honesty 
Against thee presently, if thou dar’st stand. 

Sec. Mer. 1 dare, and do defy thee for a 
villain. IT/iev draw. 
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Enter Adriai^a, Luciana, the Courtezan, 
and Others. 

Adr, Hold, hurt him not, for God*s sake! 
He is mad. 

Some get within him, take his sword away ; 
Bind Dromio too, and bear them to my 
house. 35 

Dro. S. Run, master, run ; for God^s sake 
take a house. 

Tliis is some prior>^ In, or we are spoird. 

[Exeunt Ant, S, and Dro, S, to the priory. 

Enter the Lady Abbess. 

Abb, Be quiet, people. Wherefore throng 
you hither ? 

Adr. To fetch my poor distracted hus¬ 
band hence. 

Let us come in, that we may bind him 
fast. 

And bear him home for his recovery. 

Ang. I knew he was not in his perfect 
wits. 

Sec. Mer. I am sorry now that I did draw 
on him. 

Abb. How long hath this possession held 
the man ? 

Adr, This week he hath been heavy, sour, 
sad, 45 

And much different from the man he was ; 
But till this afternoon his passion 
Ne'er brake into extremity of rage. 

Abb. Hath he not lost much wealth by 
wre.k of sea ? 

Buried some dear friend ? Hath not else 
his eye 50 

Stray’d his affection in unlawful love ? 

A sin prevailing much in youthful men 
Who give their eyes the liberty of gazing. 
Which of these sorrows is he subject to ? 

Adr. To none of these, except it be the 
last; 55 

Namely, some love that drew him oft from 
home. 

Abb. You should for that have repre¬ 
hended him. 

Adr. Why, so 1 did. 

Abb. Ay, but not rough enough. 

Adr. As roughly as my modesty would 
let me. 59 

Abb. Haply in private, 

Adr. And in assemblies too. 

Abb. Ay, but not enough. 

Adr. It was the copy of our conference. 
In bed, he slept not for my urging it; 

At board, he fed not for my urging it; 
Alone, it was the subject of my theme; 05 
In company, 1 often glanced it; 

Still did 1 tell him it was vile and bad. 

Abb. And thereof came it that the man 
was mad. 

The venom clamours of a jealous woman 
Poisons more deadly than a mad dog's 
tooth. 70 

13^ 


[Act S 

It seems his sleeps were hind'red by thy 
railing, 

And thereof comes it that his head is 
light. 

Thou say'st his meat was sauc'd with thy 
upbraidings: 

Unquiet meals make ill digestions; 

Thereof the raging fire of fever bred ; 75 

And what's a fever but a fit of madness ? 
Thou say'st his sports were hind'red by thy 
brawls. 

Sweet recreation barr'd, what doth ensue 
But moody and dull melancholy. 

Kinsman to grim and comfortless despair. 
And at her heels a huge infectious troop si 
Of pale distemperatures and foes to life ? 

In food, in sport, and life-preserving rest, 
To be disturb'd would mad or man or 
beast. 

The consequence is, then, thy jealous fits 
Hath scar'd thy husband from the use of 
wits. H6 

Luc. She never reprehended him but 
mildly. 

When he demean'd himself rough, rude, 
and wildly. 

Why bear you these rebukes, and answer 
not ? 

Adr. She did betray me to my own 
reproof. 90 

Good people, enter, and lay hold on him. 

Abb. No, not a creature enters in my 
house. 

Adr. Then let your servants bring my 
husband forth. 

Abb. Neither; he took this place for 
sanctuary, 94 

And it shall privilege him from your hands 
Till I have brought him to his wits again. 
Or lose my labour in assaying it. 

Adr. 1 will attend my husband, be his 
nurse. 

Diet his sickness, for it is my office. 

And will have no attorney but myself; 100 
And therefore let me have him home with 
me. 

Abb. Be patient; for 1 will not let him 
stir 

Till I have us'd the approved means I have. 
With wholesome syrups, drugs, and holy 
prayers. 

To make of him a formal man again. 105 
It is a branch and parcel of mine oath, 

A charitable duty of my order ; 

Therefore depart, and leave him here with 
me. 

Adr. I will not hence and leave my 
husband here; 

And ill it doth beseem your holiness xxo 
To separate the husband and the wife. 

Abb. Be quiet, and depart; thou shalt 
not have him, [Exit Abbess. 

Luc, Complain unto the Duke of this 
indignity. 
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Scene 1] 

Adr. Come» go; 1 will fall piostrate at| 
his feet, xu 

And never rise until my tears and prayers 
Have won his Grace to come in person 
hither 

And take perforce my husband from the 
Abbess. 

Sec. Mer. By this, I think, the dial points 
at five; 

Anon, Tm sure, the Duke himself in person 
Comes this way to the melancholy vale, 120 
The place of death and sorry execution, 
Behind the ditches of the abbey here. 

Ang. Upon what cause ? 

Sec. Mer. To see a revereni Syracusian 
merchant. 

Who put unluckily into this bay 125 
Against the laws and statutes of this town. 
Beheaded publicly for his offence. 

Ang. See where they come; we will 
behold his death. 

JLuc. Kneel to the Duke before he pass 
the abbey. 

Enter the Duke, attended ; JEc.hon, bare¬ 
headed ; with the Headsman and 
other Officers. 

Duke. Yet once again proclaim it publicly. 
If any friend will pay the sum for him. i ji 
He shall not die; so much we tender him. 

Adr. Justice, most sacred Duke, against 
the Abbess! 

Duke. She is a virtuous and a reverend 
lady; 134 

It cannot be that she hath done tliee wrong. 

Adr. May it please your Grace, Anti- 
pholus, my husband. 

Who 1 made lord of me and all 1 had 
At your important letters—this ill day 
A most outrageous fit of madness took him. 
That desperately he hurried through the 
street, 140 

With him his bondman all as mad as he, 
Doing displeasure to the citizens 
By rushing in their houses, bearing thence 
Rings, jewels, anything his rage did like. 
Once did I get him bound and sent him 
home, 145 

Whilst to take order for the wrongs I went. 
That here and there his fury had com¬ 
mitted. 

Anon, 1 wot not by what strong escape. 
He broke from those that had the guard 
of him, w) 

And with his mad attendant and himself. 
Each one with ireful passion, with drawn 
swords, 

Met us again and, madly bent on us. 
Chas'd us away ; till, raising of more aid, 
We came again to bind them. Then they 
fled 154 

Into this abbey, whither we pursu'd them ; 
And here the Abbess shuts the gates on us. 
And will not suffer us to fetch him out, 


Nor send him forth that we may bear him 
hence. 

Therefore, most gracious Duke, with thy 
command 

Let him be brought forth and borne hence 
for help. 160 

Duke. Long since thy husband serv'd me 
in my wars. 

And I to thee engag'd a prince's word, 
When thou didst make him master of thy 
bed. 

To do him all the grace and good 1 could. 
Go, some of you, knock at the abbey gate, 
And bid the Lady Abbess come to me. i6C 
I will determine this before I stir. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. O mistress, mistress, shift and save 
yourself! 

My master and his man are both broke 
loose, 

Beaten the maids a-row and bound the 
doctor, 170 

Whose beard they have sing'd off with 
brands of fire; 

And ever, as it blaz'd, they threw on him 
Great pails of puddled mire to quench the 
hair. 

My master preaches patience to him, and 
the while 

His man with scissors nicks him like a fool; 
And sure, unless you send some present 
help, 176 

Between them they will kill the conjurer. 

Adr. Peace, fool i thy master and his man 
are here. 

And that is false thou dost report to us. 

Mess. Mistress, upon my life, 1 tell you 
true; iflo 

1 have not breath'd almost since 1 did see it. 
He cries for you, and vows, if he can take 
you. 

To scorch your face, and to disfigure you. 

[Cry within. 

Hark, hark, I hear him, mistress; fly, be 
gone! 

Duke. Come, stand by me; fear nothing. 
Guard with halberds. 185 

Adr. Ay me, it is my husband I Witness 
you 

That he is borne about invisible. 

Even now we hous'd him in the abbey here, 
And now he's there, past thought of human 
reason. 

Enter Antipholus of Ephesus and 
Dromio of Ephesus. 

A>d. E. Justice, most gracious Duke ; O, 
grant me justice! lyo 

Even for the service that long since I did 
thee. 

When I bestrid thee in the wars, and took 
Deep scars to save thy life; even for the 
blood 
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That then 1 lost for thee, now grant me 
justice. 

j€ge. Unless the fear of death doth make 
me dote, 

I see my son AntiphoUis, and Dromio. 

Ant. E. Justice, sweet Prince, against 
that woman there! 

She whom thou gav'st to me to be my wife, 
That hath abused and dishonoured me 
Even in the strength and height of injury 
Beyond imagination is the wrong -lo; 
That she this day hath shameless thrown 
on me. 

Duke. Discover how, and thou shalt find 
me just. 

Ant. E. This day, great Duke, she shut 
the doors upon me. 

While she with harlots forested in my house. 

Duke. A grievous fault. Say, woman, 
didst thou so ? -<» 

Adr. No, my good lord. Myself, he, and 
my sister. 

To-day did dine together. So befall my soul 
As this is false he burdens me withal! 

Luc. Ne’er may I look on day nor sleep 
on night -in 

But she tells to your Highness simple truth! 

Ang. O perjur’d woman ! They arc both 
forsworn. 

In this the madman justly chargeth them. 

Ant. E. My liege, lam advised what I 
say; 

Neither disturbed with the effect of wine, 
Nor heady-rash, provok’d with raging ire. 
Albeit my wrongs might make one wiser 
mad. 

This woman lock’d me out this day from 
dinner ; 

That goldsmith there, were he not pack’d 
with her, -/o 

Could witness it, for he was with me then ; 
Who parted with me to go fetch a chain. 
Promising to bring it to the Porpentine, 
Where Balthazar and I did dine together. 
Our dinner done, and he not coming thither, 

I w'ent to seek him. In the street I met him. 
And in his company that gentleman, 

There did this perjur’d goldsmith swear me 
down 

That I this day of him receiv’d the chain. 
Which, God he knows, 1 saw not; for the 
which 

He did arrest me with an officer. 

1 did obey, and sent my peasant home 
For certain ducats ; he with none return’d. 
Then fairly I bespoke the officer 
To go in person with me to my house. 

By th* way we met my wife, her sister, and 
a rabble more -vr 

Of vile confederates. Along with them 
They brought one Pinch, a hungry lean- 
fac’d villain, 

A mere anatomy, a mountebank, i 

A threadbare juggler, and a fortune-teller, I 
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[Act 5 

A needy, hollow-ey’d, sharp-looking wretch, 
A living dead man. This pernicious slave. 
Forsooth, took on him as a conjurer, 24 ^ 
And gazing in mine eyes, feeling my pulse. 
And with no face, as ’twere, outfacing me. 
Cries out 1 was possess’d. Then all to¬ 
gether .45 

They fell upon me, bound me, bore me 
thence. 

And in a dark and dankish vault at home 
There left me and my man, both bound 
together; 

Till, gnawing with my teeth my bonds in 
sunder, 

I gain’d my freedom, and immediately :' 5 o 
Ran hither to your Grace; whom I be¬ 
seech 

To give me ample satisfaction 

For these deep shames and great indignities. 

Ang. My lord, in truth, thus far I witness 
with him, 

That he din'd not at home, but was lock'd 
out. 

Duke. But had he such a chain of thee, 
or no ? 

Ang. He had, my lord, and when he ran 
in here. 

These people saw the chain about his neck. 

Sec. Mer. Besides, I will be sworn these 
cars of mine 

Heard you confess you had the chain of 
him, 

After you first forswore it on the mart; 
And thereupon I drew my sword on you, 
And then you fled into this abbey here, 
From whence, I think, you are come by 
miracle. 

Ant. E. I never came within these abl>ey 
walls, 20 ^, 

Nor ever didst thou draw thy sword on me ; 
I rever saw the chain, so help me Heaven I 
And this is false you burden me withal. 

Duke. Why, what an intricate impeach 
is this! 2 (><f 

I think you all have drunk of Circe's cup. 
If here you hous’d him, here he would have 
been; 

If he were mad, he would not plead so 
coldly. 

You say he din’d at home : the goldsmith 
here 

Denies that saying. Sirrah, what say you ? 

Dro. E. Sir, he din’d with her there, at 
the Porpentine. 275 

C<mr. He did; and from my finger 
snatch’d that ring. 

Ant. E. ’Tis true, my liege; this ring I 
had of her. 

Duke. Saw’st thou him enter at the abbey 
here ? 

Cotir. As sure, my liege, as I do see your 
Grace. 

Duke. Why, this is strange. Go call the 
Abbess hither, aSo 
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Scene 1] 

I think you are all mated or stark mad. 

(Exii one to the Abbess. 

JSge. Most mighty Duke, vouchsafe me 
speak a word : 

Haply I see a friend will save my life 
And pay the sum that may deliver me. 

Duke. Speak freely, Syracusian, what 
thou wilt. 

Mge. Is not your name, sir, call’d 
Antipholus ? 

And is not that your bondman Dromio ? 

Dro. E. Within this hour I w^as his bond- 
man, sir, 

But he, I thank him, gnaw’d in two my 
cords; 

Now am 1 Dromio and his man unbound. 

JEge. 1 am sure you both of you remember 
me. 

Dro. E. Ourselves we do remember, sir, 
by you ; 

For lately we were bound as you are now. 
You arc not Pinch’s patient, are you, sir ? 

Aige. Why look you strange on me ? You 
know me well. <>5 

Ani. E. 1 never saw you in my life till 
now. 

Aige. O! grief hath chang'd me since 
you saw me last; 

And careful hours with time’s deformed 
hand 

Have written strange defeatures in my face 
But tell me yet, dost thou not know my 
voice ? 3 o«' 

Ant. E. Neither. 

Aige. Dromio, nor thou ? 

Dro. E. No, trust me, sir, nor 1. 

jEge. I am sure thou dost. 

Dro. E. Ay, sir, but I am sure 1 do not; 
and whatsoever a man denies, you are now 
bound to believe him, 

Aige. Not know my voice! O time’s 
extremity. 

Hast thou so crack’d and splitted my poor 
tongue 

In seven short years that here my only son 
Knows not my feeble key of untun’d cares ? 
Though now this grained face of mine be 
hid 310 

In sap-consuming winter’s drizzled snow, 
And all the conduits of my blood froze up. 
Yet hath my night of life some memory, 
My wasting lamps some fading glimmer 
left. 

My dull deaf ears a little use to hear ; 3*5 
AU these old witnesses—I cannot err— 

Tell me thou art my son Antipholus. 

Ani. E. 1 never saw my father in my life. 

jEge. But seven years since, in Syracusa, 
boy, 

Ihou know’st we parted ; but perhaps, my 
son, 3^0 

Thou sham’st to acknowledge me in misery. 

Ant. E. The Duke and all that know me 
in the city 


Can witness with me that it is not so: 

1 ne’er saw Syracusa in my life. 

Duke. I tell thee, Syracusian, twenty 
years 325 

Have I been patron to Antipholus, 

During which time he ne’er saw Syracusa. 
1 see thy age and dangers make thee dote. 

Re-enter the Abbess, with Antipholus of 
Syracuse and Dromio of Syracuse. 

Abb, Most mighty Duke, behold a man 
much wrong’d. 

[All gather to see them. 

Adr. 1 see two husbands, or mine eyes 
deceive me. 330 

Ihike. One of these men is genius to the 
other; 

And so of these. Which is the natural man. 
And which the spirit ? Who deciphers 
them ? 

Dro. S. I, sir, am Dromio; command 
him away. 

Dro. E. I, sir, am Dromio ; pray let me 
stay. 

Ani. S. Aigeon, art thou not ? or else his 
ghost ? 

Dro. S. O, my old master! who hath 
bound him here ? 

Abb. Whoever bound him, 1 will loose 
his bonds. 

And gain a husband by liis liberty. 

Speak, old /Egeon, if thou be’st the man 
That hadst a wife once call’d ^Emilia, 3 U 
That bore thee at a burden two fair sons. 
O, if thou be'st the same ^Egeon, speak. 
And speak unto the same Aimilia 1 

j€ge. If I dream not, thou art iCmilia. 

If thou art she, tell me where is that son 
That floated with thee on the fatal raft ? 

Abb. By men of Epidamnum he and 1 
And the twin Dromio, all were taken up ; 
But by and by rude fishermen of Corinth 
By force took Dromio and my son from 
them, 3 ^ 1 

And me they left with those of Epidam¬ 
num. 

What then became of them I cannot tell; 
1 to this fortune that you see me in. 

Duke. Why, here begins his morning 
story r ght. 33 *^ 

These two Antipholus', these two so like, 
And these two Dromios, one in semblance— 
Besides her urging of her wTeck at sea— 
These are the parents to these children. 
Which accidentally are met together. 
Antipholus, thou cam’st from Corinth 
first ? 

Anf. S. No, sir, not I; 1 came from 
Syracuse. 

Duke. Stay, stand apart; I know not 
which is which. 

Ant. E. I came from Corinth, my most 
gracious lord. 

Dro. E. And I with him. 365 
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Ant. E. Brought to this town by that 
most famous warrior, 

Duke Menaphon, your most renowned 
uncle. 

Adr. Which of you two did dine with me 
to-day ? 

Ant S. I, gentle mistress. 

Adr. And arc not you my husband ? 

Ant E. No ; I say nay to that. 370 

Ant S. And so do I, yet did she call me 
so; 

And this fair gentlewoman, her sister here, 

Did call me brother. [To Luciana] What 1 
told you then, 

I hoi^ I shall have leisure to make good ; 

If this be not a dream I see and hear. 375 

Ang. That is the chain, sir, which you 
had of me. 

Ant. S. 1 think it be, sir; I deny it not. 

Ant E, And you, sir, for this chain 
arrested me. 

Ang. I think I did, sir; I deny it not. 

Adr. I sent you money, sir, to be your 
bail, 

By Dromio; but 1 think he brought it not. 

Dro. E. No, none by me. 

Ant S. This purse of ducats I receiv'd 
from you. 

And Dromio my man did bring them me. 

I see we still did meet each other's man, 3 S 5 

And I was ta'en for him, and he for me. 

And thereupon these errors are arose. 

Ant. E. These ducats pawn 1 for my 
father here. 

Duke. It shall not need : thy father hath 
his Ufe, 

Cvur. Sir, I must have that diamond 
from you. 390 

Ant. E. There, take it; and much 
thanks for my good cheer. 

Abb. Renowned Duke, vouchsafe to take 
the pains 

To go with us into the abbey here. 

And hear at large discoursed all our 
fortunes; 


[Act 5 

And all that are assembled in this place 39 s 
That by this sympathized one day's error 
Have suffer'd wrong, go keep us company. 
And we shaU make full satisfaction, 
lliirty-three years have 1 but gone in 
travail 399 

Of you, my sons ; and till this present hour 
My hea\^ burden ne'er delivered. 

'fhe Duke, my husband, and my children 
both. 

And you the calendars of their nativity, 
Go to a gossips' feast, and go with me; 
After so long grief, such nativity ! 405 

Duke. With all my heart. I’ll gossip at this 
feast. I Exeunt all but Ant S.. Ant E., 
Dro. S., and Dro. E. 

Dro. S. Master, shall 1 fetch your stuff 
from shipboard ? 

Ant. E. Dromio, what stuff of mine hast 
thou embark’d ? 

Dro. S. Your goods that lay at host, sir, 
in the Centaur. 

Ant. S. He speaks to me. I am your 
master, Dromio. 4 x 0 

Come, go with us ; we'll look to that anon. 
Embrace thy brother there; rejoice with 
him. [Exeunt Ant. S. and Ant E. 

Dro. S. There is a fat friend at your 
master's house, 

That kitchcn'd me for you to-day at dinner; 
She now shall be my sister, not my wife. 4*5 

Dro. E. Methinks you are my glass, and 
not my brother; 

I see by you I am a sweet-fac'd youth. 

Will you walk in to see their gossiping ? 

Dro. S. Not I, sir ; you are my elder. 

Dro. E. That's a question ; how shall we 
try it ? 420 

Dro. S. We'll draw cuts for the senior; 
till then, lead thou first. 

Dro. E. Nay, then, thus; 

We came into the world like brother and 
brother. 

And now let's go hand in hand, not one 
before another. [Exeunt. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA- 


Don Pedro, Prince of Arragon. 

Don John, his bastard brother, 
Claudio, a young lord of Florence, 
Benedick, a young lord of Padua, 
Leonato, Governor of Messina, 
Antonio, his brother, 

Balthasar, attendant on Don Pedro, 

}folU>u>ersofDonJohn. 
Friar Francis. 


Dogberry, a constable. 

Verges, a headborough, 

A Sexton. 

A Boy. 

Hero, daughter to Leonato, 

Beatrice, niece to Leonato, 
Margaret, \ gentlewomen attending on 
Ursula, / Hero, 

Messengers, Watch, Attendants. 


The Scene: Messina. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1. Before Leonato's house. 

Enter Leonato, Hero, and Beatrice, with 
a Messenger. 

Leon. I learn in this letter that Don Pedro 
of Arragon comes this night to Messina. 

Mess. He is very near by this ; he was 
not three leagues off when I left him. 

Leon, How many gentlemen have you 
lost in this action ? 5 

Mess. But few of any sort, and none of 
name. 

Leon, A victory is twice itself when the 
achiever brings home full numbers. I find 
here that Don Pedro hath bestowed much 
honour on a young Florentine called 
Claudio. 9 

Mess, Much deserv'd on his part, and 
equally rememb’red by Don Pedro. He 
hath borne himself beyond the promise of 
his age, doing, in the figure of a lamb, the 
feats of a lion; he hath, indeed, better 
bettTed expectation than you must expect 
of me to tell you how. 14 

Leon, He hath an uncle here in Messina 
will be very much glad of it. 

Mess. 1 have already delivered him 
letters, and there appears much joy in him; 
even so much that joy could not show itself 
modest enough without a badge of bitter¬ 
ness. 

Leon, Did he break out into tears ? 20 
Mess. In great measure. 

Leon, A kind overflow of kindness. There 
are no faces truer than those that arc so 
wsh'd. How much better is it to weep at 
joy than to joy at weeping I 
Beat, I pray you, is Signior Mountanto 
return'd from the wars or no ? 26 

Mess. 1 know none of that name, lady ; 
there was none such in the army of any 
sort. 


Leon, What is he that you ask for, niece ? 
Hero, My cousin means Signior Benedick 
of Padua. 

Mess. O, he's return’d, and as pleasant 
as ever he was. 

Beat. He set up his bills here in Messina, 
and challeng'd Cupid at the flig.it; and my 
uncle’s fool, reading the chiUenge, sub¬ 
scrib'd for Cupid, and challeng'd him at the 
bird-bolt. I pray ycu, how many hath he 
kill’d and eaten in these wars ? But how 
many hath he kill’d ? For, indeed, 1 
promised to cat all of his killing. 37 

Leon, Faith, niece, you tax Signior Bene¬ 
dick too much; but he'U be meet with 
you, I doubt it not. 

Mess. He hath done good service, lady, 
in these wars. 40 

Beat, You had musty victual, and he hath 
holp to eat it; he is a very valiant trencher¬ 
man ; he hath an excellent stomach. 

Mess. And a good soldier too, lady. 

Beat, And a good soldier to a lady ; but 
what is he to a lord ? 46 

Mess. A lord to a lord, a man to a man ; 
stuff’d with all honourable virtues. 

Beat. It is so, indeed ; he is no less than 
a stuff'd man; but for the stufiing—well, 
we are all mortal. 50 

Leon. You must not, sir, mistake my 
niece: there is a kind of merry war be¬ 
twixt Signior Benedick and her; they never 
meet but there's a skinnish of wit between 
them. 53 

Beat, Alas, he gets nothing by that. In 
our last conflict four of his five wits went 
halting off, and now is the whole man 
govern'd with one ; so that if he have wit 
enough to keep himself warm, let him bear 
it for a difference between himself and his 
horse; for it is aU the wealth that he hath 
left, to be known a reasonable creature. 
Who is his companion now ? He hath every 
month a new sworn brother, 60 
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Mess. Is't possible ? 

Beat. Very easily possible : he wears his 
faith but as the fashion of his hat; it ever 
changes with the next block. 

Mess. I see, lady, the gentleman is not in 
your books. (>\ 

Beat. No ; an he were, I would burn my 
study. But, I pray you, who is his com¬ 
panion ? Is there no young squarer now 
that will make a voyage with him to the 
devil ? 

Mess. He is most in the company of the 
right noble Claudio. 

Beat. O Lx>rd ! he will hang upon him 
like a disease ; he is sooner caught than the 
pestilence, and the taker runs presently 
mad. God help the noble Claudio ! If he 
have caught the Benedick, it will cost him 
a thousand pound ere 'a be cured. 71 

Mess. I will hold friends with you, lady. 

Beat. Do, good friend. 

Leon. You will never run mad, niece. 

Beat. No, not till a hot January. 

Mess. Don Pedro is approach’d. ;<> 

Enter Don Pedro, Claudio, Benedick, 

Balthasar, and John the Bastard. 

D. Pedro. Good Signior Leonato, are you 
come to meet your trouble ? The fashion 
of the world is to avoid cost, and you 
encounter it. 

Leon. Never came trouble to my house in 
the likeness of your Grace; for trouble 
being gone comfort should remain ; but 
when you depart from me sorrow abides, 
and happiness takes his leave. 

D. Pedro. You embrace your charge too 
willingly. 1 think this is your daughter. 

Leon. Her mother hath many times told 
me so. 

Bene. Were you in doubt, sir, that you 
ask’d her ? <fo 

Leon. Signior Benedick, no ; for then 
were you a child. 

D. Pedro. You have it full. Benedick ; we 
may guess by this what you are. being a 
man. Truly, the lady fathers herself. Be 
happy, lady, for you are like an honourable 
father. 

Bene. If Signior Leonato be her father, 
she would not have his head on her shoulders 
for all Messina, as like him as she is. 

Beat. I wonder that you will still be 
talking, Signior Benedick ; nobody marks 
you. 

Bene. What, my dear Lady Disdain ! Are 
you yet living ? 

Beat. Is it possible disdain should die 
while she hath such meet food to feed it as 
Signior Benedick ? Courtesy itself must 
convert to disdain if you come in her 
presence. i ‘>4 

Bene. Then is courtesy a turncoat. But 
it is certain I am loved of all ladies, only 


[Act 1 

you excepted; and I would I could find 
in my heart that 1 had not a hard heart, for, 
truly, I love none. los 

Beat. A dear happiness to women I They 
would else have been troubled with a 
pernicious suitor. I thank God, and my 
cold blood, I am of your humour for that: 
I had rather hear my dog bark at a crow 
than a man swear he loves me. 11 • 

Bene. God keep your ladyship still in 
that mind! So some gentleman or other 
shall scape a predestinate scratch’d face. 

Beat. Scratching could not make it worse, 
an ’twere such a face as yours were. 1 
Bene. Well, you are a rare parrot-teacher. 
Beat. A bird of my tongue is better than 
a beast of yours. no 

Bene. I would my horse had the speed of 
your tongue, and so good a continuer. But 
keep your way a God’s name. I have done. 

Beat. You always end with a jade’s trick ; 
I know you of old. n < 

D. Pedro. That is the sum of all, Leonato. 
Signior Claudio and Signior Benedick, my 
dear friend Leonato hath invited you all. 
I tell him we shall stay here at the least a 
month; and he heartily prays some 
occasion may detain us longer. I dare 
swear he is no hypocrite, but prays from 
his heart. rv* 

Leon. If you swear, my lord, you shall 
not be forsworn. [To Don John] Let me bid 
you welcome, my lord—being reconciled to 
the Prince your brother, I owe you all 
duty. 

D. John. I thank you ,* I am not of many 
words, but 1 thank you. 

Leon. Please it your Grace lead on ? 

D. Pedro. Your hand, Leonato ; we will 
go together. 

(Exeunt all but Benedick and Claudio. 
Claud. Benedick, didst thou note the 
daughter of Signior Leonato ? 1 u) 

Bene. 1 noted her not, but I look’d on her. 
Claud. Is she not a modest young lady ? 
B.’nc. Do you question me, as an honest 
man should do, for my simple true judg¬ 
ment ; or would you have me speak after 
my custom, as being a professed tyrant to 
their sex ? 145 

Claud. No, 1 pray thee speak in sober 
judgment. 

Bene. Why, i’ faith, methinks she’s too 
low for a high praise, too brown for a fair 
praise, and too little for a great praise; 
only this commendation I can afford her, 
that were she other than she is, she were 
unhandsome, and being no other but as she 
is, I do not like her. 151 

Claud. Thou thinkest I am in sport; I 
pray thee tell me truly how thou lik’st her. 

Bene. Would you buy her, that you 
inquire after her ? t 5 i 

Claud. Can the world buy such a jewel ? 
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Scene 1] 

Bene, Yea, and a case to put it into. But 
speak you this with a sad brow, or do you 
play the flouting Jack, to tell us Cupid is 
a good hare-finder, and Vulcan a rare 
carpenter ? Come, in what key shall a man 
take you to go in the song ? if»o 

Claud. In mine eye she is the sweetest 
lady that ever 1 look’d on. 

Bene. I can see yet without spectacles, 
and I see no such matter: there’s her 
cousin, an she were not possess’d with a 
fury, exceeds her as much in beauty as the 
first of May doth the last of December. But 
1 hope you have no intent to turn husband, 
have you ? 

Claud. 1 would scarce trust myself, 
though 1 had sworn the contrary, if Hero 
would be my wife. i 

Bene. Is’t come to this ? In faith, hath 
not the world one man but he will wear his 
Ccip with suspicion ? Shall I never see a 
bachelor of threescore again ? Go to, i’ 
faith ; an thou wilt needs thrust thy neck 
into a yoke, wear the print of it, and sigh 
away Sundays. Look, Don Pedro is returned 
to seek you. 

Re-enter Don Pedro. 

D. Pedro. What secret hath held you 
here, that you tollowed not to Lconato’s ? 

Bene. 1 would your Grace would con¬ 
strain me to tell. 17 

D. Pedro. I charge thee on thy allegiance. 
Bene. You hear, Count Claudio; I can 
be secret as a dumb man, I w'ould have you 
thmk so; but on my allegiance, mark you 
this, on my alle^ance—he is in love. With 
who ? now that is your Grace's part. Mark 
how short his answer is: with Hero, 
Leonato’s short daughter. 184 

Claud. If this were so, so were it utt’red. 
Bene. Like the old tale, my lord; ’ It 
is not so, nor 'twas not so; but, indeed, 
God forbid it should be so! ’ i »7 

Claud. If my passion change not shortly, 
God fo.bid it should be otherwise! 

D. Pedro. Amen, if you love her ; for the 
lady is very well worthy. i m 

Claud. You speak this to fetch me in, my 
lord ? 

D. Pedro. By my troth, I speak my 
thought. 

Claud. And, in faith, my lord, I spoke 
mine. 

Bene. And, by my two faiths and troths, 
my lord, I spoke mine. i 

Claud. That I love her, I feel. 

D.^Pedro. That she is worthy, I know. 
Bene. That I neither feel how she should 
be loved, nor know how she should be 
worthy, is the opinion that fire cannot melt 
out of me; I will die in it at the stake, ^oi 
D. Pedro. Thou wast ever an obstinate 
heretic in the despite of beauty. 


Claud. And never could maintain his part 
but in the force of his will. ^05 

Bene. That a woman conceived me, I 
thank her ; that she brought me up, I like¬ 
wise give her most humble thanks; but 
that I will have a recheat winded in my 
forehead, or hang my bugle in an invisible 
baldrick, all women shall pardon me. Be¬ 
cause I will not do them the wrong to 
mistrust any, I will do myself the right to 
trust none; and the fine is, for the which 
I may go the finer, I will live a bachelor. 

D. Pedro. 1 shall see thee, ere I die, look 
pale with love. -14 

Bene. With anger, with sickness, or with 
hunger, my lord ; not with love. Prove 
that ever I lose more blood with love than 
I will get again with drinking, pick out 
mine eyes with a ballad-maker's pen, and 
hang me up at the door of a brothel-house 
for the sign of blind Cupid. . i ^ 

D. Pedro. Well, if ever thou dost fall from 
this faith, thou wilt prove a notable argu¬ 
ment. 

Bene. If 1 do, hang me in a bottle like a 
cat, and shoot at me ; and he that hits me, 
let him be clapp’d on the shoukler and 
call’d Adam. 

D. Pedro. Well, as time shall try. :-;5 
‘ In time the savage bull doth bear the 
yoke.’ 

Bene. The savage bull may ; but if ever 
the sensible Benedick bear it, pluck oflf the 
bull's horns and set them in my forehead, 
and let me be vilely painted ; and in such 
great letters as they write ‘ Here is good 
horse to hire ’ let them signify under my 
sign ' Here you may see Benedick the 
married man ’. ^ 3 -’ 

Claud. If this should ever happen, thou 
wouldst be horn-mad. 

D. Pedro. Nay, if Cupid have not spent 
all his quiver in Venice, thou wilt quake for 
this shortly. 

Bene. I look for an earthquake too, then. 

D. Pedro. Well, you will temporize with 
the hours. In the meantime, good Signior 
Benedick, repair to Leonato’s ; commend 
me to him, and tell him I will not fail him 
at supper ; for, indeed, he hath made great 
preparation. .41 

Bene, 1 have almost matter enough in me 
for such an embassage ; and so I commit 
you— 

Claud, To the tuition of God, From my 
house—if 1 had it— - 4 s 

D. Pedro. The sixth of July. Your loving 
friend, Benedick. 

Bene. Nay, mock not, mock not. The 
body of your discourse is sometime guarded 
with fragments, and the guards are but 
slightly basted on neither ; ere you flout 
old ends any further, examine your con¬ 
science ; and so I leave you. [Exit Benedick. 
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Claud, My liege, your Highness now may 
do me good. 

D. Pedro, My love is thine to teach; 
teach it but how, 25 ;^ 

And thou shalt see how apt it is to leam 
Any hard lesson that may do thee good. 
Claud, Hath Leonato any son, my lord ? 
D. Pedro, No child but Hero; she*s his 
only heir. 257 

Dost thou affect her, Claudio ? 

Claud, O, my lord. 

When you went onward on this ended 
action, 

I look'd upon her with a soldier’s eye, 260 
That lik’d, but had a rougher task in hand 
Than to drive liking to the name of love; 
But now I am return’d, and that war- 
thou^ts 

Have left their places vacant, in their rooms 
Come thronging soft and delicate desires, 
All prompting me how fair young Hero is. 
Saying I lik’d her ere I went to wars. 

D. Pedro, Thou wilt be like a lover 
presently. 

And tire the hearer with a book of words. 
If thou dost love fair Hero, cherish it; 270 
And 1 will break with her, and with her 
father. 

And thou shalt have her. Was’t not to this 
end 

That thou began’st to twist so fine a story ? 
Claud, How sweetly you do minister to 
love, 274 

That know love's grief by his complexion ! 
But lest my liking might too sudden seem, 
I would have salv’d it with a longer 
treatise, .'77 

D. Pedro, What need the bridge much 
broader than the flood ? 

The fairest grant is the necessity. 

Look what will serve is fit. 'Tis once, thou 
lovest; 3 S 0 

And I will fit thee with the remedy. 

1 know we shall have revelling to-night; 

I will assume thy part in some disguise. 
And tell fair Hero 1 am Claudio; 284 

And in her bosom I’ll unclasp my heart. 
And take her hearing prisoner with the force 
And strong encounter of my amorous tale. 
Then, after, to her father will I break; 288 

And the conclusion is she shall be thine. 

In practice let us put it presently. [Exeunt, 

Scene II. Leonato*s house. 

Enter, severally, Leonato and Antonio. 

Leon. How now, brother! Where is my 
cousin, your son ? Hath he provided this 
music ? 

Ant, He is very busy about it. But, 
brother, I can tell you strange news that 
you yet dreamt not of. 

Leon, Are they good ? 5 

Ant, As the event stamps them; but 
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they have a good cover; they show well 
outward. The Prince and Count Claudio, 
walking in a thick-pleached alley in mine 
orchard, were thus much overheard by a 
man of mine: the Prince discovered to 
Claudio that he loved my niece your 
daughter, and meant to acknowledge it this 
night in a dance; and, if he found her 
accordant, he meant to take the present 
time by the top, and instantly break with 
you of it. 13 

Leon, Hath the fellow any wit that told 
you this ? 

Ant, A good sharp fellow ; I will send for 
him, and question him yourself. 16 

Leon, No, no ; we will hold it as a dream, 
till it appear itself; but I will acquaint my 
daughter withal, that she may be the better 
prepared for an answer, if peradventure 
this be true. Go you and tell her of it, 
[Several persons cross the stage] Cousins, you 
know what you have to do. O, I cry you 
mercy, friend; go with me, and I will use 
your skill. Good cousin, have a care this 
busy time. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Leoitato's house. 

Enter Dos John and Conrade. 

Con. What the good-year, my lord I Why 
are you thus out of measure sad ? 

D. John, There is no measure in the 
occasion that breeds ; therefore the sadness 
is without limit. 

Con. You should hear reason. 5 

D, John. And when I have heard it, what 
blessing brings it 7 

Con. If not a present remedy, at least a 
patient sufferance. 

D. John, I wonder that thou, being, as 
thou say’st thou art, born under Saturn, 
goest about to apply a moral medicine to a 
mortifying mischief. I cannot hide what I 
am ; I must be sad when I have cause, and 
smile at no man’s jests ; eat when I have 
stomach, and wait for no man’s leisure; 
sleep when 1 am drowsy, and tend on no 
man’s business; laugh when 1 am merry, 
and claw no man in his humour. 15 

Con. Yea, but you must not make the 
fuH show of this till you may do it without 
controlment. You have of late stood out 
against your brother, and he hath ta’en you 
newly into his grace ; where it is impossible 
you should take true root but by the fair 
weather that you make yourself; it is need¬ 
ful that you frame the season for your own 
harvest. 21 

D, John, I had rather be a canker in a 
hedge than a rose in his grace; and it 
better fits my blood to be disdain’d of all 
than to fashion a carriage to rob love from 
any. In this, though I cannot be said to be 
a flattering honest man, it must not be 
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Scene 3] 

denied but I am a plain-dealing villain. 1 
am trusted with a muzzle and enfranchis'd 
with a clog ; therefore 1 have decreed not 
to sing in my cage. If I had my mouth, I 
would bite ; if I had my liberty, I would do 
my liking ; in the meantime let me be that 
I am, and seek not to alter me. 31 

Con. Can you make no use of your 
discontent ? 

D. John. I make all use of it, for 1 use it 
only. Who comes here ? 

Enter Bokachio. 

What news, Borachio ? 35 

Bora. 1 came yonder from a great supper. 
The Prince, your brother, is royally enter¬ 
tain'd by Leonato; and I can give you 
intelligence of an intended marriage. 

D. John. Will it serve for any model to 
build mischief on ? What is he for a fool 
that bctroths himself to unquietness ? /|t 

Bora. Marry, it is your brother's right 
hand. 

D. John. Who ? The most exquisite 
Claudio ? 

Bora. Even he. 

D. John. A proper squire I And who, and 
who ? Which way looks he ? 4 f> 

Bora. Marry, on Hero, the daughter and 
heir of Leonato. 

D. John. A very forward March-chick! 
How came you to this ? 4 ‘> 

Bora, Being entertain'd for a perfumer, 
as I was smoking a musty room, comes me 
the Prince and Claudio hand in hand, in sad 
conference. I whipt me behind the arras, 
and there heard it agreed upon that the 
Prince should woo Hero for himself, and, 
having obtain'd her, give her to Count 
Claudio. 55 

D. John. Come, come, let us thither; 
this may prove food to my displeasure; 
that young start-up hath all the glory of 
my overthrow. If 1 can cross him any way, 
I bless myself every way. You are both sure, 
and 3^111 assist me ? 

Con. To the death, my lord. 6<j 

D. John. Let us to the great supper; 
their cheer is the greater that I am .sub¬ 
dued. Would the cook were o' my mind ! 
Shall we go prove what's to be done ? 
Bora* We'll wait upon your lordship, 

[Exeuni. 

ACT TWO 

ScBNB 1. A hall in l.eonato*s house. 

Enter Leonato, Antonio, Hero, Beatrice, 
Margaret, Ursula, and Others. 

Leon. Was not Count John here at supper ? 
Anf. I saw him not. 

Beat. How tartly that gentleman looks! 
I never can see him but 1 am heait-burn'd 
an hour after. 


Hero. He is of a very melancholy disposi¬ 
tion. 5 

Beat. He were an excellent man that were 
made just in the mid-way between him and 
Benedick : the one is too like an image and 
says nothing, and the other too like my 
lady's eldest son, evermore tattling. 9 

Leon. Then half Signior Benedick's 
tongue in Count John's mouth, and half 
Count John's melancholy in Signior Bene¬ 
dick's face— 12 

Beat. With a good leg and a good foot, 
uncle, and money enough in his purse, such 
a man would win any woman in the world, 
if 'a could get her good-will. 15 

Leon. By my troth, niece, thou wilt never 
get thee a husband if thou be so shrewd of 
thy tongue. 

Ant. In faith, she's too curst. xs 

Beat. Too curst is more than curst. I 
shall lessen God's sending that way ; for it 
is said * God sends a curst cow short horns'; 
but to a cow too curst he sends none. 21 

Leon. So, by being too curst, God will 
send you no horns. 

Beat. Just, if he send me no husband; 
for the which blessing I am at him upon 
my knees every morning and evening. 
Lord I 1 could not endure a husband with 
a beard on his face ; I had rather lie in the 
woollen. 2 'x 

Leon. You may light on a husband that 
hath no beard. 

Beat. What should I do with him ? Dress 
him in my apparel, and make him my wait¬ 
ing gentlewoman ? He that hath a beard 
is more than a youth, and he that hath no 
beard is less than a man; and he that is 
more than a youth is not for me, and he 
that is less than a man I am not for him; 
therefore I will even take sixpence in 
earnest of the berrord, and lead his apes 
into hell. 

Leon. Well then, go you into hell ? 35 

Beat. No; but to the gate, and there 
will the devil meet me, like an old cuckold, 
with horns on his head, and say ‘ Get you 
to heaven, Beatrice, get you to heaven; 
here's no place for you maids'. So deliver 
I up my apes and away to Saint Peter for 
the heavens; he shows me where the 
bachelors sit, and there live we as merry as 
the day is long. 4 x 

Ant. [To Hero] Well, niece, I trust you 
will be rul'd by your father. 

Beat. Yes, faith ; it is my cousin’s duty 
to make curtsy, and say ' Father, as it 
please you'. But yet for aU that, cousin, 
let him be a handsome fellow, or else make 
anotlier curtsy and say ‘ Father, as it 
please me'. 47 

Leon. Well, niece, I hope to see you one 
day fitted with a husband. 

Beat. Not till God make men of some 
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other metal than earth. Would it not 
grieve a woman to be over-mastcr’d with a 
piece of valiant dust, to make an account 
of her life to a clod of wayward marl ? No, 
uncle, ril none: Adam's sons are my 
brethren; and, truly, 1 hold it a sin to 
match in my kindred. 55 

Leon. Daughter, remember what 1 told 
you: if the Prince do solicit you in that 
kind, you know your answer. s; 

Beat, The fault will be in the music, 
cousin, if you be not wooed in good time. 
If the Prince be too important, tell him 
there is measure in every thing, and so 
dance out the answer. For, hear me, Hero: 
wooing, wedding, and repenting, is as a 
Scotch jig, a measure, and a cinqiiepace ,* 
the first suit is hot and hasty, like a Scotch 
jig, and full as fantastical; the wedding, 
mannerly modest, as a measure, full of 
state and ancientry; and then comes 
repentance, and, with his bad legs, falls 
into the cinquepace faster and faster, till 
he sink into his grave. <<7 

Leon. Cousin, you apprehend passing 
vshrewdly. 

Beat, I have a good eye, uncle ; I can see 
a church by daylight. :<) 

Leon, 'Ihe revellers are entTing, brother; 
make good room. [Antonio masks. 

Enter Don Pedro, Claudio, Benedick, 
Balthasar, Don John, and Borachio, 
as maskers, with a drum. 

D. Pedro. Lady, will you walk about 
with your friend ? 7 

Hero. So you walk softly, and look 
sweetly, and say nothing, I am yours for the 
walk; and, especially, when I walk away. 
D. Pedro, With me in your company ? 
Hero. 1 may say so, when I please. 

D, Pedro. And when please you to say so? 
Hero, When I like your favour ; for God 
defend the lute should be like the case! 

D. Pedro, My visor is Philemon's roof; 
within the house is Jove. 

Hero. Why, then, your visor should be 
thatch'd. 

D. Pedro. Speak low, if you speak love. 

[Takes her aside. 

Balth. Well, I would you did like me. 
Marg. So would not I, for your own sake; 
for I have many ill qualities. 

Balth. Which is one ? 

Marg. I say my prayers aloud. 

Balth. I love you the better ; the hearers 
may cry Amen. 

Marg, God match me with a good dancer; 
Balth, Amen. 

Marg. And God keep him out of my 
sight when the dance is done! Answer, 
clerk. 

Balth. No more words; the clerk is 
answered. 
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[Act 2 

Urs. I know you well enough; you are 
Signior Antonio. 

Ant. At a word, I am not. 

Urs. I know you by the waggling of your 
head. 09 

Ant. To tell you true, I counterfeit him. 
Urs. You could never do him so ill-well 
unless you were the very man. Here’s his 
dry hand up and down; you are he, you 
are he. 

Ant, At a word, I am not. 

Urs. Come, come ; do you think 1 do not 
know you by your excellent wit ? Can 
virtue hide itself ? Go to ; mum ; you are 
he ; graces will appear, and there’s an end. 

Beat, Will you not tell me who told you 
so ? 

Bene. No, you shall pardon me. n r, 
Beat. Nor will you not tell me who you 
are ? 

Bene, Not now. 

Beat, That I was disdainful, and that I 
had my good wit out of the ‘ Hundred 
Merry Tales ’—w'ell, this was Signior 
Benedick that said so. 

Bene. What’s he ? ji, 

Beat. 1 am sure you know him well 
enough. 

Bene. Not I, believe me. 

Beat. Did he never make you laugh ? 
Bene. I pray you, what is he ? u < 

Beat. Why, he is the Prince’s jester, a 
very dull fool; only his gift is in devising 
impossible slanders; none but libertines 
delight in him, and the commendation is 
not in his wit but in his villainy ; for he 
both pleases men and angers them, and 
then they laugh at him and beat him. 1 am 
sure he is in the fleet; I would he had 
boarded me. 1 

Bene. When I know the gentleman, I’ll 
tell him what you say. 

Beat. Do, do ; he’ll but break a com¬ 
parison or two on me; which, peradven- 
ture, not mark'd, or not laugh'd at, strikes 
him into melancholy ; and then there's a 
partridge wing saved, for the fool will eat 
no supper that night. IMusic] We must 
follow the leaders. i v? 

Bene. In every good thing. 

Beat. Nay, if they lead to any ill, I will 
leave them at the next turning. 

[Dance. Then exeunt all but Don John, 
Borachio, and Claudio, 
D. John, Sure, my brother is amorous on 
Hero, and hath withdrawn her father to 
break with him about it. The ladies follow 
her, and but one visor remains. 

Bora, And that is Claudio ; I know him 
by his bearing. 

D. John. Are not you Signior Benedick ? 
Claud, You know me well; I am he. hi 
D. John. Signior, you are very near my 
brother in his love; he is enamour'd on 
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Hero ; I pray you dissuade him from her ; 
she is no equal for his birth. You may do 
the part of an honest man in it. ii.s 

Clmid. How know you he loves her ? 

D. John, 1 heard him swear his affection. 
Bora. So did I too ; and he swore he 
would marry her to-night. 

D. John. Come, let us to the banquet. i.v> 
[Exeunt Don John and Borachio. 
Claud. Thus answer 1 in name of Bene¬ 
dick, 

But hear these ill news with the ears of 
Claudio. 

Tis certain so : the Prince woos for him¬ 
self. 

PYiendship is constant in all other things 
Save in the office and affairs of love ; 
Therefore all hearts in love use their own 
tongues. 

Let every eye negotiate for itself. 

And trust no agent: for beauty is a witch 
Against whose charms faith melteth into 
blood. 

'riiis is an accident of hourly proof, if«* 
Which I mistrusted not. Farewell, there¬ 
fore, Hero. 

Re-enter Bknkdick. 

Bene. Count Claudio ? 

Claud. Yea, the same. 

Bern*. Come, will you go with me ? 

Claud. Whither ? u.5 

Bene. Even to the next willow, about 
your own business, County. What fashion 
will you wear the garland of ? About your 
neck, like an usurer's chain, or under your 
arm, like a lieutenant’s scarf ? You must 
wear it one way, for the Prince hath got 
your Hero. i7«> 

Claud. 1 wish him joy of her. 

Bene. Why, that’s spoken like an honest 
drovier ; so they sell bullocks. But did you 
think the Prince would have served you 
thus ? 

Claud. I pray you leave me. 175 

Bene. Ho! now you strike like the blind 
man ; ’twas the boy that stole your meat, 
and you’ll beat the post. 

Claud. If it will not be, I’ll leave you. 

[Exit. 

Bene. Alas, poor hurt fowl! Now will he 
creep into sedges. But that my Lady 
Beatrice should know me, and not know' 
me! The Prince’s fool! Ha! It may be I 
go under that title because I am merry. 
Yea, but so 1 am apt to do myself wrong; 
1 am not so reputed ; it is the base, though 
bitter, disposition of Beatrice that puts the 
world into her person, and $0 gives me out. 
Well, I’ll be revenged as 1 may. 

Re-enter Don Pedro. 

D. Pedro. Now, signior, where’s the 
Count ? Did you see him ? 


Bene. Troth, my lord, I have played the 
part of Lady Fame. I found him here as 
melancholy as a lodge in a warren ; I told 
him, and I think I told him true, that your 
Grace had got the good will of this young 
lady ; and 1 off’red him my company to a 
willow tree, either to make him a garland, 
as being forsaken, or to bind him up a rod, 
as being worthy to be whipt. i<>5 

D. Pedro. To be whipt! What’s his 
fault ? 

Bene. The flat transgression of a school¬ 
boy, who, being overjoyed with finding a 
bird’s nest, shows it his companion, and he 
steals it. 

D. Pedro. Wilt thou make a trust a trans¬ 
gression ? The transgression is in the 
stealer. 2.n 

Bene. Yet it had not been amiss the rod 
had been made, and the garland too; for 
the garland he might have worn himseli, 
and the rod he might have bestowed on you. 
who, as I take it, hav^e stol’n his bird’s nest. 

D. Pedro. 1 will but teach them to sing, 
and restore them to the owner. 207 

Bene. If their singing answer your saying, 
by my faith, you say honestly. 

D. Pedro. The Lady Beatrice hath a 
quarrel to you; the gentleman that 
danc’d with her told her she is much 
wrong’d by you. 21-* 

Bene. O, she misus’d me past the endur¬ 
ance of a block ; an oak but with one green 
leaf on it would have answered her; my 
very visor began to assume life and scold 
with her. She told me, not thinking I had 
been myself, that 1 was the Prince’s jester, 
that I was duller than a great thaw * 
huddling jest upon jest with such impos¬ 
sible conveyance upon me that I stood like 
a man at a mark, with a whole army shoot¬ 
ing at me. She speaks poniards, and every 
word stabs ; if her breath were as terrible 
as her terminations, there were no living 
near her; she would infect to the north 
star. I would not marry her though she 
were endowed with all that Adam had left 
him before he transgress’d ; she would 
have made Hercules have turn’d spit, yea, 
and have cleft his club to make the fire too. 
Come, talk not of her; you shall find her 
the infernal Ate in good apparel. 1 would 
to God some scholar would conjure her ; for 
certainly, w'hile she is here, a man may live 
as quiet in hell as in a sanctuary; and 
people sin upon purpose, because they 
would go thither; so, indeed, all disquiet, 
horror, and perturbation, follows her. 27,2 

Re-enter Claudio and Beatrice, Leonato 
and Hero. 

D. Pedro. Look, here she comes. 

Bene. Will your Grace command me any 
service to the world’s end ? 1 will go on 
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the slightest errand now to the Antipodes 
that you can devise to send me on ; I will 
fetch you a toothpicker now from the 
furthest inch of Asia ; bring you the length 
of Prester John’s foot; fetch you a hair off 
the great Cham’s beard; do you any 
embassage to the Pigmies—rather than 
hold three words* conference with this 
harpy. You have no employment for me ? 

D. Pedro, None, but to desire your good 
company. ::43 

Bene, O God, sir, here’s a dish I love not; 
I cannot endure my Lady Tongue. [HxiC 
D. Pedro, Come, lady, come; you have 
lost the heart of Signior Benedick. ay 

Beat, Indeed, my lord, he lent it me 
awhile : and 1 gave him use for it, a double 
heart for his single one ; marry, once before 
he won it of me with false dice, therefore 
your Grace may well say I have lost it. 251 
D. Pedro, You have put him down, lady, 
you have put him down. 

Beat, So I would not he should do me, my 
lord, lest I should prove the mother of fools. 
I have brought Count Claudio, whom you 
sent me to seek. 

D. Pedro, Why. how now, Count! 
Wherefore are you sad ? 

Claud, Not sad, my lord. 

D. Pedro, How then, sick ? 2 <k» 

Claud, Neither, my lord. 

Beat, The Count is neither sad, nor sick, 
nor merry, nor well; but civil count—civil 
as an orange, and something of that jealous 
complexion. 2O1 

D. Pedro, 1 * faith, lady, I think your 
blazon to be true, though I’ll be sworn, if 
he be so, his conceit is false. Here, Claudio, 
I have wooed in thy name, and fair Hero 
is won. I have broke with her father, and 
his good will obtained. Name the day of 
marriage, and God give thee joy! 270 

Leon, Count, take of me my daughter, 
and with her my fortunes ; his Grace hath 
made the match, and all grace say Amen 
to it! 

Beat, Speak, Count, *tis your cue. 274 
Claud, Silence is the perfectest herald of 
joy : 1 were but little happy if 1 could say 
how much. Lady, as you are mine, 1 am 
yours; 1 give aw'ay myself for you, and 
dote upon the exchange. 2;^ 

Beat, Speak, cousin ; or, if you cannot, 
stop his mouth with a kiss, and let not him 
speak neither. 

D. Pedro, In faith, lady, you have a 
merry heart. 

Beat. Yea, my lord; I thank it, poor 
fool, it keeps on the windy side of care. My 
cousin tells him in his ear that he is in 
her heart. 

Claud, And so she doth, cousin. 285 

Beat, Good Lord, for alliance ! Thus goes 
every one to the world but 1, and 1 am 
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sunburnt; 1 may sit in a comer and cry 
* Heigh-ho for a husband ! * 

D, Pedro. Lady Beatrice, I will get you one. 
Beat, 1 would rather have one of your 
father’s getting. Hath your Grace ne’er a 
brother like you ? Your father got ex¬ 
cellent husbands, if a maid could come by 
them. 292 

D, Pedro, Will you have me, lady 7 
Beat, No, my lord, unless 1 might have 
another for working-days; your Grace is 
too costly to wear every day. But, I 
beseech your Grace, pardon me; I was 
bom to speak all mirth and no matter. 297 
D. Pedro, Your silence most offends me, 
and to be merry best becomes you ; for, 
out o’ question, you were born in a merry 
hour. 300 

Beat, No, sure, my lord, my mother 
cried ; but then there was a star danc’d, 
and under that was I bom. Cousins, God 
give you joy! 

Leon, Niece, you will look to those things 
I told you of ? 305 

Beat. 1 cry your mercy, uncle. By your 
Grace’s pardon. [Exii Beatrice. 

D. Pedro. By my troth, a pleasant- 
spirited lady. 

Leon, There’s little of the melancholy 
element in her, my lord ; she is never sad 
but when she sleeps, and not ever sad then ; 
for I have heard my daughter say she hath 
often dreamt of unhappiness, and wak’d 
herself with laughing. 313 

D. Pedro, She cannot endure to hear tell 
of a husband. 

Leon, O, by no means ; she mocks all her 
wooers out of suit. 

D. Pedro. She were an excellent wife for 
Benedick. 310 

Leon, O Lord, my lord, if they were but 
a week married, they would talk themselves 
mad. 

D. Pedro, County Claudio, when mean 
you to go to church ? 321 

Claud, To-morrow, my lord. Time goes 
on crutches till love have all his rites. 

Leon. Not till Monday, my dear son, 
which is hence a just seven-night; and a 
time too brief, too, to have all things 
answer my mind, 326 

D. Pedro, Come, you shake the head at so 
long a breathing; but 1 warrant thee, 
Claudio, the time shall not go dully by us. 
1 will in the interim undertake one of 
Hercules’ labours; which is, to bring 
Signior Benedick and the Lady Beatrice 
into a mountain of affection th’ one with 
th’ other. 1 would fain have it a match; 
and 1 doubt not but to fashion it if you 
three will but minister such assistance as I 
shall give you direction. 334 

Leon, My lord, I am for you, though it 
cost me ten nights' watchings. 



Scene 1] 

Claud, And 1 , my lord. 337 

D. Pedro, And you too, gentle Hero ? 
Hero, I will do any modest office, my 
lord, to help my cousin to a good husband. 

D. Pedro, And Benedick is not the un- 
hopefuUest husband that I know. Thus far 
can I praise him : he is of a noble strain, 
of approved valour, and confirm'd honesty. 
I will teach you how to humour your cousin 
that she shall fall in love with Benedick; 
and I, with your two helps, will so practise 
on Benedick that, in despite of his quick 
wit and his queasy stomach, he shall fall in 
love with Beatrice. If we can do this, 
Cupid is no longer an archer; his glory 
shall be ours, for we are the only love-gods. 
Go in with me, and I will tell you my drift. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene 11. Leonaio*s house. 

Enter Don John and Borachio. 

D. John, It is so: the Count Claudio 
shall marry the daughter of Leonato. 

Bora, Yea, my lord, but I can cross it. ^ 
D, John, Any bar, any cross, any impedi¬ 
ment, will be med'cinable to me. 1 am sick 
in displeasure to him ; and whats^'^vcr 
comes athwart his affection ranges evenly 
with mine. How canst thou cross this 
marriage ? 7 

Bora, Not honestly, my lord; but so 
covertly that no dishonesty shall appear in 
me. 

D. John. Show me briefly how. 10 

Bora. I think 1 told your lordship a year 
since how much 1 am in the favour of 
Margaret, the waiting gentlewoman to 
Hero. 

D. John, I remember. t i 

Bora, 1 can at any unseasonable instant 
of the night appoint her to look out at her 
lady's chamber window. 

D. John. What life is in that, to be the 
death of this marriage ? i > 

Bora. The poison of that lies in you to 
temper. Go you to the Prince your brother; 
spare not to tell him that he hath wronged 
his honour in marrying the renowned 
Claudio—whose estimation do you mightily 
hold up—^to a contaminated stale, such a 
one as Hero. 23 

D. John, What proof shall 1 . make of 
that? 

Bora, Proof enough to misuse the Prince, 
to vex Claudio, to undo Hero, and kill 
Leonato. Look you for any other issue ? 

D, John, Only to despite them 1 will 
endeavour anything. 29 

Bora, Go, then ; find me a meet hour to 
draw Don Pedro and the Count Claudio 
alone; tell them that you know that Hero 
loves me; intend a kind of zeal both to the 
Prince and Claudio—as in love of your 
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brother's honour, who hath made this 
match, and his friend's reputation, who is 
thus like to be cozen'd with the semblance 
Of a maid—that you have discover'd thus. 
They will scarcely believe this without 
trial; offer them instances; which shall 
bear no less likelihood than to see me at her 
chamber window; hear me call Margaret 
Hero ; hear Margaret term me Borachio ; 
and bring them to see this the very night 
before the intended wedding—for in the 
meantime I Will so fashion the matter that 
Hero shall be absent—^and there shall 
appear such seeming truth of Hero’s dis¬ 
loyalty that jealousy shall be call’d assur¬ 
ance, and all the preparation overthrown. 

D. John, Grow this to what adverse issue 
it can, I will put it in practice. Be cunning 
in the working this, and thy fee is a 
thousand ducats. 4"^ 

Bora, Be you constant in the accusation, 
and my cunning shall not shame me. 50 
D. John, I will presently go learn their 
day of marriage. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Leonato*s orchard. 

Enter Benedick, alone. 

Bene, Boy! 

Boy. [Within] Signior ? 

Bene. In my chamber-window lies a book; 
bring it hither to me in the orchard. 

Boy. [Above, at chamber tx^indoioj I am 
here already, sir. ■> 

Bene. I know that; but I would have 
thee hence and here again. [Boy brings book; 
Exit] I do much wonder that one man, see¬ 
ing how much another man is a fool when 
he dedicates his behaviours to love, will, 
after he hath laugh’d at such snallow follies 
in others, become the argument of his own 
scorn by falling in love ; and such a man is 
Claudio. I have known when there was no 
music with him but the drum and the fife, 
and now had he rather hear the tabor and 
the pipe; 1 have known when he would 
have walk’d ten mile afoot to sec a good 
armour, and now will he lie ten nights 
awake carving the fashion of a new doublet. 
He w^as wont to speak plain and to the 
purpose, like an honest man and a soldier, 
and now is he turn'd orthography ; his 
words are a very fantastical banquet, just 
so many strange dishes. May I be so con¬ 
verted, and see with these eyes ? I cannot 
tell; I think not, I will not be sworn but 
love may transform me to an oyster ; but 
I'll take my oath on it, till he have made an 
oyster of me he shall never make me such a 
fool. One woman is feir, yet I am well; 
another is wise, yet I am well; another 
virtuous, yet 1 am well; but till all graces 
be in one woman, one woman shall not 
come in my grace. Rich she shall be, that’s 
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certain; wise, or 1*11 none; virtuous, or 
I'll never cheapen her; fair, or I'll never 
look on her ; mild, or come not near me; 
noble, or not I for an angel; of good 
discourse, an excellent musician, and her 
hair shall be of what colour it please God. 
Ha ! the Prince and Monsieur Love ! 1 will 
hide me in the arbour. [Wiilidraws. 

Enter Don Pedro, Leonato, and Claudio. 

D. Pedro, Come, shall we hear this music? 
Claud. Yea, my good lord. How still the 
evening is, 

As hush'd on purpose to grace harmony ! 
D. Pedro. See you where Benedick hath 
hid himself ? 

Claud. O, very well, my lord ; the musi,- 
ended. 

We’ll fit the kid-fox with a pennyworth. 
Enter Balthasar, with music. 

D. Pedro. Come, Balthasar, we’ll hear 
that song again. 

Balth. O, good my lord, tax not so bad a 
voice j • 

To slander music any more than once. 

D. Pedro. It is the witness still of 
excellency i 

To put a strange face on his own perfection. 

1 pray thee sing, and let me w'oo no more. 
Balth. Because you talk of wooing, 1 will 
sing, ,! 

Since many a w'ooer doth commence his suit 
To her he thinks not worthy ; yet he woos ; 
Yet will he swear he loves. 

D. Pedro. Nay, pray thee, come ; 

Or if thou wilt hold longer argument, 

Do it in notes. 

Balth. Note this before rny notes : 

There’s not a note of mine that’s worth the 
noting. < I 

D. Pedro. Why, these are very crotchets 
that he speaks; 

Note notes, forsooth, and nothing ! [Mnstc. 

Bene. Now, divine air! now is his soul 
ravish'd. Is it not strange that sheeps’ guts 
should hale souls out of men’s bodies ? 
Well, a horn for my money, when all’s done. 

Balthasar sings. 

Sigh no more, ladies, sigh no more. 

Men were deceivers ever. 

One foot in sea and one on shore. 

To one thing constant never. 

Then sigh not so, but let them go, 

And be you blithe and bonny ; 
Converting all your sounds of woe 
Into Hey nonny nonny. 

Sing no more ditties, sing no moe o.s 
Of dumps so dull and heavy ; 

The fraud of men was ever so, 

Since summer first was leavy. 

Then sigh not so, &c. 


[Act 2 

D. Pedro. By my troth, a good song. 70 
Balth. And an ill singer, my lord. 

Claud. Ha, no ; no, faith ; thou sing’st 
well enough for a shift. 71 

Bene. An he had been a dog that should 
have howl’d thus, they would have hang’d 
him ; and I pray God his bad voice bode no 
mischief. I had as lief have heard the 
night-raven, come what plague could have 
come after it. 77 

D. Pedro. Yea, marry ; dost thou hear, 
Balthasar? I pray thee get us some ex¬ 
cellent music; for to-morrow night we 
would have it at the Lady Hero’s chamber 
window. So 

Balth. The best I can. my lord. 

D. Pedro. Do so : farewell. [Ex/i Bat- 
thasar] Come hither, Leonato. What was 
it you told me of to-day—that your niece 
Beatrice was in love with Signior Benedick? 

Claud. O ay ; stalk on, stalk on ; the 
fowl sits. I did never think that lady would 
have loved any man. k? 

Leon. No, nor 1 neither; but most 
wonderful that she should so dote on 
Signior Benedick, whom she hath in all 
outward behaviours seem’d ever to abhor. 

Bene. Is't possible ? Sits the wind in that 
corner ? m 

Leon. By my troth, my lord, I cannot tell 
what to think of it; but that she loves him 
with an enraged affection—it is past the 
infinite of thought. 

D. Pedro. May be she doth but counter¬ 
feit. <>s 

Claud. Faith, like enough. 

Leon. O God, counterfeit! There was 
never counterfeit of passion came so near 
the life of passion as she discovers it. 

D. Pedro. Why, what effects of passion 
shows she ? 

Claud. Bait the hook well; this fish will 
bite. i<M> 

Leon. What effects, my lord ? She will 
sit you—you heard my daughter tell you 
how. 

Claud. She did, indeed. 103 

D. Pedro. How, how, I pray you ? You 
amaze me ; I would have thought her spirit 
had been invincible against all assaults of 
affection, l(»6 

Leon. I would have sworn it had, my 
lord ; especially against Benedick. 

Bene. I should think this a gull, but that 
the white-bearded fellow spes^s it; knav¬ 
ery cannot, sure, hide himself in such 
reverence. 1 1 1 

Claud. He hath ta’en th’ infection ; hold 
it up. 

D. Pedro. Hath she made her affection 
known to Benedick ? 

Leon. No ; and swears she never will; 
that’s her torment. 1x6 

Claud. ’Tis true, indeed; so your 
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daughter says. ‘ Shall 1 / says she ‘ that 
have so oft encount’red him with scorn, 
write to him that I love him ? ' u<< 

I^oru This says she now, when she is 
beginning to write to him ; for she'll be up 
twenty times a night; and there will she 
sit in her smock till she have writ a sheet 
of paper. My daughter tells us all. 

Claud. Now you talk of a sheet of paper, 
I remember a pretty jest your daughter 
told us of. 

Leon. O, when she had wTit it, and was 
reading it over, she found ‘ Benedick * and 
' Beatrice * between the sheet! 

Claud. That. i ^ 

Lean. O, she tore the letter into a 
thousand halfpence ; rail'd at herself that 
she should be so immodest to write to one 
that she knew would flout her. ‘ I measure 
him' says she * by my own spirit; for I 
should flout him if he writ to me; yea, 
though 1 love him, 1 should.’ 

Claud. Then down upon her knees she 
falls, weeps, sobs, beats her heart, tears her 
hair, prays, curses—‘ O sweet Benedick ! 
God give me patience!’ jv 

Leon. She doth indeed ; my daughter 
says so ; and the ecstasy hath so much 
o\'erborne her that my daughter is some¬ 
time afeard she will do a desperate outrage 
to herself. It is very true. i4< 

V. Pedro. It were good that Benedick 
knew of it by some other, if she will not 
discover it. 

Claud. To what end ? He would make 
but a sport of it, and torment the poor lady 
worse. Ill 

D. Pedro. An he should, it w’ere an alms 
to hang him. She’s an excellent sweet lady, 
and, out of all suspicion, she is virtuous. 
Claud. And she is exceeding wise. 

D. Pedro. In everything but in loving 
Benedick. ir- 

Leon. O my lord, wisdom and blood com¬ 
bating in so tender a body, we have ten 
proofs to one that blood hath the victory. 
I am sorry for her, as I have just cause, 
being her uncle and her guardian. is, 
D. Pedro. I would she had bestowed this 
dotage on me; I would have daff’d all 
other respects and made her half myself. 1 
pray you, teU Benedick of it, and hear wtot 
’a will say. 15/ 

Leon. Were it good, think you ? 

Claud. Hero thinks surely she will die; 
for she says she will die if he love her not; 
and she will die ere she make her love 
known; and she will die if he woo her, 
rather than she will bate one breath of her 
accustomed crossness. it>3 

D. Pedro. She doth well; if she should 

make tender of her love, ’tis very possible 
he’ll scorn it; for the man, as you know 
all, hath a contemptible spirit. u>o 
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Claud. He is a very proper man. 

D. Pedro. He hath, indeed, a good out¬ 
ward happiness. 

Claud, Before God, and in my mind, very 
wise! 

D. Pedro. He doth, indeed, show some 
sparks that are like wit. 171 

Leon. And I take him to be valiant. 

D. Pedro. As Hector, I assure you ; and 
in the managing of quarrels you may say he 
is wise, for either he avoids them with great 
discretion, or undertakes them with a most 
Christian-like fear. i;(, 

Leon. If he do fear God, ’a must neces¬ 
sarily keep peace ; if he break the peace, he 
ought to enter into a quarrel with fear and 
trembling. 1 -o 

V. Pedro. And so will he do ; for the man 
doth fear God, howsoever it seems not in 
him by some large jests he will make. Well, 
1 am sorry for your niece. Shall we go seek 
Benedick, and tell him of her love ? 

Claud. Kever tell him, my lord ; let her 
wear it out with good counsel. js< 

Leon. Nay, that’s impossible; she may 
wear her heart out first. 

D. Pedro. Well, we will hear further of it 
by your daughter ; let it cool the while. I 
love Benedick w^ell; and I could wish he 
would modestly examine himself, to sec 
how much he is unworthy so good a lady. 

Leon. My lord, will you walk ? Dinner is 
ready. 

Claud. If he do not dote on her upon this, 
1 will never trust my expectation. 194 

D. Pedro. Let there be the same net 
spread for her; and that must your 
daughter and her gentlewomen carry. The 
sport will be when they hold one an opinion 
of another’s dotage, and no such matter ; 
that’s the scene that I would see, which will 
be merely a dumb show. Let us send her to 
call bJm in to dinner. 

[Exeunt Don Pedro, Claudio, and Leonato. 

Bene. (Coming forward] This can be no 
trick : the conference w'as sadly borne ; 
they have the truth of this from Hero ; 
they seem to pity the lady ; it seems her 
affections have their full bent. Love me! 
Why, it must be requited. I hear how I am 
censur’d; they say I will bear myself 
proudly if 1 perceive the love come from 
her ; they say, too, that she will rather die 
than give any sign of affection. 1 did never 
think to marry. 1 must not seem proud ; 
happy arc they that hear their detractions 
and can put them to mending. They say 
the lady is fair; ’tls a truth, 1 can bear 
them witness; and virtuous ; ’tis so, I 
cannot reprove it; and wise, but for loving 
me. By my troth, it is no addition to her 
wit; nor 1 o great argument of her foUy, 
for I will be horribly in love with her. I 
may chance have some odd quirks and 
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remnants of wit broken on me because 1 
have railed so long against marriage; but 
doth not the appetite alter ? A man loves 
the meat in his youth that he cannot endure 
in his age. Shall quips, and sentences, and 
these paper bullets of the brain, awe a man 
from the career of his humour ? No ; the 
world must be peopled. When I said I would 
die a bachelor, I did not think 1 should live 
till I were married. Here comes Beatrice. 
By this day, she’s a fair lady; 1 do spy 
some marks of love in her. 

Enter Beatrice, 

Beat. Against my will 1 am sent to bid 
you come in to dinner. 

Bene. Fair Beatrice, 1 thank you for your 
pains. 

Beat. 1 took no more pains for those 
thanks than you take pains to thank me; 
if it had been painful, 1 would not have 
come. 

Bene. You take pleasure, then, in the 
message ? 23 - 

Beat. Yea, just so much as you may take 
upon a knife’s point, and choke a daw 
withal. You have no stomach, signior ; fare 
you well. [Exit. 

Bene. Ha ! ' Against my will I am sent to 
bid you come in to dinner'—there’s a 
double meaning in that. ’ I took no more 
pains for those thanks than you took pains 
to thank me ’—that’s as much as to say 
‘ Any pains that I take for you is as easy as 
thanks ’. If 1 do not take pity of her, 1 am 
a villain ; if 1 do not love her, 1 am a Jew. 
1 will go get her picture. [Exit. 

ACT THREE 
Scene I, Leonaio*s orchard. 

Enter Hero, Margaret, and Ursula. 

Hero. Good Margaret, run thee to the 
parlour; 

There shalt thou find my cousin Beatrice 
Proposing with the Prince and Claudio. 
Whisper her ear, and tell her 1 and Ursula 
Walk in the orchard, and our whole dis¬ 
course 5 

Is all of her ; say that thou ovcrbeard’st us; 
And bid her steal into the pleached bower, 
Where honeysuckles, ripened by the sun. 
Forbid the sun to enter—like favourites. 
Made proud by princes, that advance their 
pride JO 

Against that power that bred it. There will 
she hide her 

To listen our propose. This is thy office ; 
Bear thee well in it, and leave us alone. 

Marg. ru make her come, 1 warrant you, 
presently. [Exit. 

Hero. Now, Ursula, when Beatrice doth 
come, x 5 
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As we do trace this alley up and down, 
Our talk must only be of Benedick. 

When 1 do name him, let it be thy part 
To praise him more than ever man did 
merit; 

My talk to thee must be how Benedick 20 
Is sick in love with Beatrice. Of this 
matter 

Is little Cupid's crafty arrow made, 

'Ihat only wounds by hearsay. Now begin ; 

Enter Beatrice, behitid. 

For look where Beatrice, like a lapwing, 
runs 24 

Close by the ground, to hear our conference. 
Urs. The pleasant’st angling is to see the 
fish 

Cut with her golden oars the silver stream. 
And greedily devour the treacherous bait. 
So angle we for Beatrice ; who even now 
Is couched in the woodbine coverture, 30 
Fear you not my part of the dialogue. 
Hero. Then go we near her, that her ear 
lose nothing 

Of the false sweet bait that we lay for it. 

[They advance to the bower. 
No, truly, Ursula, she is too disdainful; 

I know her spirits are as coy and wild 35 
As haggards of the rock. 

Urs. But arc you sure 

That Benedick loves Beatrice so entirely ? 
Hero. So says the Prince and my new- 
trothed lord. 

Urs. And did they bid you tell her of it, 
madam ? 

Hero. They did entreat me to acquaint 
her of it; 40 

But I persuaded them, if they lov’d 
Benedick, 

To wish him wrestle with affection. 

And never to let Beatrice know of it. 

Urs. Why did you so ? Doth not the 
gentleman 

Deserve as full as fortunate a bed 45 
As ever Beatrice shall couch upon ? 

Hero. O god of love! 1 know he doth 
deserve 

As much as may be yielded to a man ; 

But nature never fram’d a woman’s heart 
Of prouder stuff than that of Beatrice. 50 
Disdain and scorn ride sparkling in her eyes. 
Misprising what they look on ; and her wit 
Values itself so highly that to her 
All matter else seems weak. She cannot 
love. 

Nor take no shape nor project of affection. 
She is SO self-endeared. 

Urs. Sure, I think so ; 56 

And therefore, certainly, it were not good 
She knew his love, lest she'll make sport at it. 
Hero. Why, you speak truth. I never yet 
saw man. 

How wise, how noble, young, how rarely 
featur’d, 00 
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But she would spell him backward. If fair> 
fac’d, 

She would swear the gentleman should be 
her sister; 

If black, why. Nature, drawing of an antic. 
Made a foul blot; if tall, a lance ill-headed ; 
If low, an agate very vilely cut; 

If speaking, why, a vane blown with all 
winds; 

If silent, why, a block moved with none. 

So turns she every man the wrong side out, 
And never gives to truth and virtue that 
Which simpleness and merit purchaseth. 7 ‘> 

Urs. Sure, sure, such carping is not com¬ 
mendable. 

Hero. No ; not to be so odd and from all 
fashions. 

As Beatrice is, cannot be commendable ; 
But who dare tell her so ? If I should 
speak, 

She would mock me into air ; O, she would 
laugh me 7 s 

Out of myself, press me to death with wit 1 
Therefore let l^nedkk, like cover'd fire. 
Consume away in sighs, waste inwardly. 

It were a better death than die with mocks. 
Which is as bad as die with tickling. Ho 

Urs. Yet tell her of it; hear what she 
will say. 

Hero. No; rather I will go to Benedick 
And counsel him to fight against his passion; 
And, truly. I’ll devise some honest slanders 
To stain my cousin with. One doth not 
know Hs 

How much an ill word may empoison liking. 

Urs. O, do not do your cousin such a 
wrong ! 

She cannot be so much without true judg¬ 
ment— 

Having so swift and excellent a wit 
As she is priz’d to have—as to refuse •>> 
So rare a gentleman as Signior Benedick. 

Hero. He is the only man of Italy, 
Always excepted my dear Claudio. 

Urs. I pray you be not angry with me, 
madam, 

Speaking my fancy : Signior Benedick, <>3 
For shape, for tearing, argument, and 
valour. 

Goes foremost in report through Italy. 

Hero. Indeed, he hath an excellent good 
name. 

Urs. His excellence did earn it ere he had 
it. 

When are you married, madam ? 100 

Hero. Why, every day—to-morrow. 
Come, go in; 

I’ll show thee some attires, and have thy 
counsel 

Which is the best to furnish me to-morrow. 

Urs. She’s lim’d, I warrant you; we 
have caught her, madam. 

Hero, If it prove so, then loving goes by 
haps; 105 
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Some Cupid kills with arrowrs, some with 
traps. [Exeunf Hero and Ursula, 
Beat. [Coming forward] What fire is in 
mine ears ? Can this be true ? 
Stand 1 condemn’d for pride and scorn 
so much ? 

Contempt, farewell! and maiden pride, 
adieu 1 

No glory lives behind the back of such. i to 
A nd, Benedick, love on ; I will requite 
thee. 

Taming my wild heart to thy loving 
hand; 

If thou dost love, my kindness shall incite 
thee 

To bind our loves up in a holy band ; 

For others say thou dost deserve, and I 1 x 5 
Believe it better than reportingly. [Exit. 

Scene II. Leonato's house. 

Enter Don Pedro, Claudio, Benedick, 
and Leonato. 

D. Pedro. I do but stay till your marriage 
be consummate, and then go 1 toward 
Arragon. 

Claud, ril bring you thither, my lord, if 
you’ll vouchsafe me. 4 

D. Pedro. Nay, that would be as great a 
soil in the new gloss of your marriage as to 
show a child his new coat, and forbid him 
to wear it. I will only be bold with Bene¬ 
dick for his company ; for, from the crowm 
of his head to the sole of his foot, he is all 
mirth ; he hath twice or thrice cut Cupid’s 
bow-string, and the little hangman dare not 
shoot at him ; he hath a heart as sound as 
a bell, and his tongue is the clapper; for 
what his heart think s, his tongue speaks, r 2 
Bene. Gallants, 1 am not as 1 have been. 
Leon. So say I; methinks you are sadder. 
Claud. 1 hope he be in love. 15 

D. Pedro. Hang him, truant I There's no 
true drop of blood in him to be truly 
touch'd with love; if he be sad, he wants 
money. 

Bene. I have the toothache. 

D. Pedro. Draw it, 20 

Bene. Hang it I 

Claud. You must hang it first and draw 
it afterwards. 

D. Pedro. What ! sigh for the toothache ? 
Leon. Where is but a humour or a worm. 
Bene. Well, every one can master a grief 
but he that has it. 26 

Claud. Yet, say I, he is in love. 

D. Pedro. There is no appearance of fancy 
in him, unless it be a fancy that he hath to 
strange disguises ; as to be a Dutchman to¬ 
day, a Frenchman to-morrow; or in the 
shape of two countries at once, as a German 
from the waist downward, all slops, and a 
Spaniard from the hip upward, no doublet. 
Unless he have a fancy to this foolery, as it 
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appears he hath, he is no fool for fancy, as 
you would have it appear he is. 35 

Claud, If he be not in love with some 
woman, there is no believing old signs: *a 
brushes his hat o* mornings ; what should 
that bode ? 

D. Pedro, Hath any man seen him at the 
barber's ? 

Claud, No. but the barber’s man hath 
been seen with him ; and the old ornament 
of his cheek hath already stuff’d tennis- 
balls. 4 ~ 

Leon. Indeed, he looks younger than he 
did. by the loss of a beard. 

D. Pedro, Nay, 'a rubs himself with civet. 
Can you smell him out by that ? 4 « 

Claud. ITiat’s as much as to say the 
sweet youth’s in love. 

D, Pedro, The greatest note of it is his 
melancholy, 

Claud, And when was he wont to wash 
his face ? 

D, Pedro, Yea, or to paint himself ? For 
the which 1 hear what they say of him. 

Claud. Nay, but his jesting spirit, which 
is now crept into a lute-string, and now 
govern’d by stops. 

D. Pedro, Indeed, that tells a heavy tale 
for him; conclude, conclude, he is in 
love. 5<> 

Claud. Nay, but I know who loves him. 

D. Pedro, That would 1 know too; I 
warrant, one that knows him not. 

Claud. Yes, and his ill conditions ; and, 
in despite of all, dies for him, 

D. Pedro. She shall be buried with her 
face upwards. 

Bene. Yet is this no charm for the tooth¬ 
ache. Old sigiiior, walk aside with me ; 1 
have studied eight or nine wise words to 
speak to you, which these hobby-horses 
must not hear. 

[Exeunt Benedick and Leonato. 

D. Pedro. For my life, to break with him 
about Beatrice. 

Claud. ’Tis even so. Hero and Margaret 
have by this played their parts with 
Beatrice ; and then the two bears will not 
bite one another when they meet. 7 ‘j 

Enter Don John 

D. John. My lord and brother, God save 
you! 

D. Pedro. Good den, brother. 

D. John. If your leisure serv’d, 1 would 
speak with you. 

D. Pedro, In private ? 

D. John. If it please you ; yet Count 
Claudio may hear, for what 1 would speak 
of concerns him. 

D. Pedro, What's the matter ? 

D. John, [To Claudio] Means your lord-; 
ship to be married to-morrow ? 

D, Pedro. You know he docs. 80 i 
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D, John, 1 know not that, when he knows 
what 1 know. 

Claud. If there be any impediment, I 
pray you discover it. 83 

D. John. You may think I love you not; 
let that appear hereafter, and aim better at 
me by that I now will manifest. For my 
brother, 1 think he holds you well, and in 
dearness of heart hath holp to effect your 
ensuing marriage—surely suit ill spent, and 
labour ill bestowed. 

D. Pedro, Why, what's the matter ? 89 

D. John. I came hither to tell you ; and, 
circumstances short’ned, for she has been 
too long a talking of, the lady is disloyal. 

Claud, Who ? Hero ? 

D. John. Even she—Leonato’s Hero, 
your Hero, every man's Hero. 

Claud. Disloyal ? 

D. John. The word is too good to paint 
out her wickedness ; 1 could say she were 
worse ; think you of a worse title, and I will 
fit her to it. Wonder not till further 
warrant: go but with me to-night, you 
shall see her chamber window ent'red, even 
the night before her wedding-day. If you 
love her then, to-morrow wed her ; but it 
would better fit your honour to change your 
mind. i', 

Claud, May this be so ? 

D. Pedro, I will not think it. lu? 

D. John, If you dare not trust that you 
see, confess not that you know. If you will 
follow me, I will show you enough ; and 
when you have seen more, and heard more, 
proceed accordingly. io.» 

Claud. If I see anything to-night why 1 
should not marry her, to-morrow in the 
congregation where I should wed, there 
will I shame her. 11 , 

D. Pedro. And, as I w'ooed for thee to 
obtain her, I will join with thee to disgrace 
her. 114 

D. John. I will disparage her no farther 
till you are my witnesses; bear it coldly 
but till midnight, and let the issue show 
itself. 117 

D. Pedro, O day untowardly turned ! 

Claud. O mischief strangely thwarting ! 

D. John. O plague right well prevented ! 
So will you say when you have seen the 
sequel. lExcwnf. 

Scene III. A street. 

Enter Dogberry and his compartner 
Verges, with the Watch. 

Dogb. Are you good men and true ? 

Verg. Yea, or else it were pity but they 
should suffer salvation, body and soul. 

Dogb. Nay, that were a punishment too 
good for them, if they should have any 
allegiance in them, being chosen for the 
Prince’s watch. 0 
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Verg, Well, give them their charge, 
neighbour Dogberry. 

Dogh, I^'irst, who think you the most 
Uesartless man to be constable ? 

1 Watch* Hugh Oatcake, sir, or George 
Seacoal; for they can write and read. 1 1 

Dogb. Come hither, neighbour Scacoal. 
God hath bless'd you with a good name. 
To be a well-favoured man is the gift of 
fortune; but to write and read comes by 
nature. m 

2 Watch, Both which, Master Constable— 
Dogb. You have ; 1 knew it would be 

your answer. Well, for your favour, sir, 
why, give God thanks, and make no boast 
of it; and for your writing and reading, 
let that appear when there is no need of 
such vanity. You are thought here to be 
the most senseless and fit man for the 
constable of the watch ; therefore bear you 
the lantern. This is your charge : you shall 
comprehend all vagrom men ; you are to 
bid any man stand, in the Prince’s name. 
2 Watch. How if ’a will not stand ? ::i 

Dogb. Why, then, take no note of him, 
but let him go ; and presently call the rest 
of the watch together, and thank God you 
are rid of a knave. 27 

Verg. If he will not stand when he is 
bidden, he is none of the Prince’s subjects. 

Dogb. True, and they are to meddle with 
none but the Prince’s subjects. You shall 
also make no noise in the streets ; for for 
the w'atch to babble and to talk is most 
tolerable and not to be endured. 

2 Watch. We will rather sleep than talk ; 
we know what belongs to a watch. 33 
Dogb. Why, you speak like an ancient 
and most quiet watchman, for 1 cannot see 
how sleeping should offend ; only, have a 
care that your bills be not stol’n. Well, 
you are to call at all the ale-houses, and 
bid those that are drunk get them to bed. 
2 Watch. How if they will not ? u 

Dogb. Why, then, let them alone till they 
are sober ; if they make you not then the 
better answer, you may say they are not 
the men you took them for. 

2 Watch. Well, sir. 45 

Dogb. If you meet a thief, you may 
suspect him, by virtue of your office, to be 
no true man ; and, for such kind of men, 
the less you meddle or make with them, 
why, the more is for your honesty. 49 
2 Watch. If we know him to be a thief, 
shall we not lay hands on him ? 5 * 

Dogb. Truly, by your office you may, but 
I think they that touch pitch will be defil’d; 
the most peaceable way for you. If you do 
take a thief, is to let him show himself what 
he is, and steal out of your company. 55 
Verg. You have been always called a 
merciful man, partner. 

Dogb. Truly, 1 would not hang a dog by 


my will, much more a man who hath any 
honesty in him. 

Verg. If yon hear a child cry in the night, 
you must call to the nurse and bid her 
still it. (11 

2 Watch. How if the nurse be asleep and 
will not hear us ? 

Dogb. Why, then, depart in peace, and 
let the child wake her with crying : for the 
ewe that will not hear her lamb when it 
baes will never answer a calf when he 
bleats. 6 <» 

Verg. ’Tis very true. 

Dogb. This is the end of the charge : you, 
constable, are to present the Prince’s own 
person; if you meet the Prince in the night, 
you may stay him. 70 

Verg. Nay, by’r lady, that 1 think ’a 
cannot. 

Dogb. Five shillings to one on’t, with any 
man that knows the statues, he may stay 
him; marry, not without the Prince be 
willing ; for, indeed, the watch ought to 
offend no man, and it is an offence to stay 
a man against his will. 75 

Verg. By’r lady, 1 think it be so. 

Dogb. Ha, ah, ha ! Well, masters, good 
night; an there be any matter of weight 
chances, call up me; keep your fellows' 
counsels and your own, and good night. 
Come, neighbour. s,. 

2 Watch. Well, masters, we hear our 
charge ; let us go sit here upon the church 
bench till two, and then all to bed. s 
Dogb. One word more, honest neigh¬ 
bours : I pray you watch about Signior 
Leonato’s door; for the wedding being 
there to-morrow, there is a great coil to¬ 
night. Adieu; be vigitant, 1 beseech you. 

[Exeunt Dogberry and Verges. 

Enter Borachio and Conrade. 

Bora. What, Conrade ! 

2 Watch [Aside] Peace, stir not. 

Bora. Conrade, I say I ck» 

Con. Here, man, I am at thy elbow. 
Bora. Mass, and my elbow itch’d; I 
thought there would a scab follow. 

Con. I will owe thee an answer for that; 
and now forward with thy tale. o-s 

Bora. Stand thee close then under this 
penthouse, for it drizzles rain ; and I wiD, 
like a true drunkard, utter all to thee. 

2 Watch. [Aside] Some treason, masters; 
yet stand close. 

Bora. Therefore know I have earned of 
Don John a thousand ducats. loi 

Con. Is it possible that any villainy 
should be so dear ? 

Bora. Thou shouldst rather ask if it were 
possible any villainy should be so rich ; for 
when rich villains have need of poor ones, 
poor ones may make what price they will. 
Con. I wonder at it. 100 
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Bora, That shows thou art unconfirai'd. 
Thou knowest that the fashion of a doublet, 
or a hat» or a cloak, is nothing to a man. 

Con. Yes, it is apparel. j 

Bora, I mean the fashion. 

Con. Yes, the fashion is the fashion. 

Bora. Tush ! I may as well say the foors 
the fool. But seest thou not what a de¬ 
formed thief this fashion is ? u 

2 Watch. [Aside] I know that Deformed; 
'a has been a vile thief this seven year; 
*a goes up and down like a gentleman; 
1 remember his name. 11; 

Bora. Didst thou not hear somebody ? 

Con. No ; Twas the vane on the house. 

Bora. Seest thou not, I say, what a 
deformed thief this fashion is, how giddily 
*a turns about all the hot bloods betweer 
fourteen and five and thirty, sometimes 
fashioning them like Pharaoh’s soldiers in 
the reechy painting, sometime like god 
Bel's priests in the old church-window, 
sometime like the shaven Hercules in the 
smirch’d worm-eaten tapestry, where his 
codpiece seems as massy as his club ? X2< 

Con. All this I see; and 1 see that the 
fashion wears out more apparel than the 
man. But art not thou thyself giddy with 
the fashion too, that thou hast shifted out 
of thy tale into telling me of the fashion ? 

Bora. Not so neither; but know that 1 
have to-night wooed Margaret, the Lady 
Hero’s gentlewoman, by the name of Hero ; 
she leans me out at her mistress’ chamber- 
window, bids me a thousand times good 
night—I tell this tale vilely. I should first 
tell thee how the Prince, Claudio, and my 
master, planted and placed and possessed 
by my master Don John, saw afar off in the 
orchard this amiable encounter. 13s 

Con. And thought they Margaret was 
Hero ? 

Bora. Two of them did, the Prince and 
Claudio; but the devil my master knew 
she was Margaret; and partly by his oaths, 
which first possess'd them, partly by the 
dark night, which did deceive them, but 
chiefly by my villainy, which did confirm 
any slander that Don John had made, away 
went Claudio enrag’d ; swore he would 
meet her, as he was appointed, next morn¬ 
ing at the temple, and there, before the 
whole congregation, shame her with what 
he saw o’er night, and send her home again 
without a husband. ns 

2 Watch. We charge you in the Prince's 
name, stand. 150 

1 Watch. Call up the right Master Con¬ 
stable ; we have here recover’d the most 
dangerous piece of lechery that ever was 
known in the commonwealth. 

2 Watch. And one Deformed is one of 
them ; I know him, ’a wears a lock. 155 

Con. Masters, masters! 


[Act 3 

2 Watch. You’ll be made bring Deformed 
forth, 1 warrant you. 

Con. Masters— 

1 Watch. Never speak, wc charge you; 
let us obey you to go with us. loi 

Bora. We are like to prove a goodly com¬ 
modity, being taken up of these men’s bills. 

Con. A commodity in question, 1 warrant 
you. Come, we'll obey you. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Hero*s apartment. 

Enter Hero, Margaret, and Ursula. 

Hero. Good Ursula, wake my cousin 
Beatrice, and desire her to rise, 

Vrs. I will, lady. 

Hero. And bid her come hither. 4 

Urs. Well. [Exit Ursula. 

Marg. Troth, I think your other rabato 
were better. 

Hero. No, pray thee, good Meg, I’ll wear 
this. 

Marg. By my troth’s not so good ; and I 
warrant your cousin will say so. 

Hero. My cousin’s a fool, and thou art 
another ; I’ll wear none but this. n 

Marg. I like the new tire within excellent¬ 
ly, if the hair were a thought browner; and 
your gown's a most rare fashion, i' faith. 
I saw the Duchess of Milan’s gown that they 
praise so. 15 

Hero. O, that exceeds, they say. 

Marg, By my troth’s but a night-gown in 
respect of yours—cloth o’ gold, and cuts, 
and lac’d with silver, set with pearls, down 
sleeves, side sleeves, and skirts, round 
underbome with a bluish tinsel; but for a 
fine, quaint, graceful, and excellent fashion, 
yours is worth ten on’t. ai 

Hero. God give me Joy to wear it, for my 
heart is exceeding heavy. 

Marg. ’Twill be heavier soon, by tlie 
weight of a man. 34 

Hero. Fie upon thee I art not ashamed ? 
Marg. Of what, lady, of speaking 
honourably ? Is not marriage honourable 
in a beggar ? Is not your lord honourable 
without marriage ? I think you would have 
me say ‘ saving your reverence, a hus¬ 
band ’; an bad thinking do not wrest true 
speaking I'll ofiend nobody. Is there any 
harm in ‘ the heavier for a husband ’ ? 
None, I think, an it be the right husband 
and the right wife; otherwise 'tis light, 
and not heavy. Ask my Lady Beatrice else; 
here she comes. 33 

Enter Beatrice. 

Hero. Good morrow, coz. 

Beat, Good morrow, sweet Hero, 31s 
Hero, Why, how now 1 do you speak in 
the sick tune ? 

Beat. 1 am out of all other tune, me- 
thinks. 
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Scene 4] 


Marg* Clap's into * Light o' love '; that 
goes without a burden. Do you sing it, and 
I'll dance it. 30 

Beat Ye light o' love with your heels! 
Then if your husband have stables enough, 
you'll see he shall lack no bames. 42 

Marg, O illegitimate construction I I 
scorn that with my heels* 

Beat* 'Tis almost five o'clock, cousin ; 
*tis time you were ready. By my troth, I 
am exceeding ill. Heigh-ho ! 

Marg. For a hawk, a horse, or a husband? 
Beat. For the letter that begins them 
all—H. 

Marg. Well, an you be not turn'd Turk, 
there's no more sailing by the star. 50 
Beat. What means the fool, trow ? 

Marg. Nothing 1; but God send every 
one their heart’s desire! 

Hero. These gloves the Count sent me; 
they are an excellent perfume. 55 

Beat. 1 am stuff’d, cousin, I cannot smell. 
Marg. A maid and stuff'd! Tliere's goodly 
catching of cold. 5 . 

Beat. O, God help me ! God help me! 
How long have you profess'd apprehension? 

Marg. Ever since you left it. Doth not 
my wit become me rarely ? 

Beat. It is not seen enough ; you should 
wear it in your cap. By my troth, 1 am sick. 

Marg. Get you some of this distill'd 
Carduus Benedictiis, and lay it to your 
heart; it is the only thing for a qualm. 

Hero. There thou prick'st her with a 
thistle. (^ 

Beat. Benedictus ! why Benedictus? You 
have some moral in this ' Benedictus 70 
Marg. Moral ? No, by my troth, I have no 
moral meaning ; I meant plain holy-thistle. 
You may think, perchance, that I think you 
are in love. Nay, by'r lady, 1 am not such 
a fool to think what 1 list; nor I list not 
to think what 1 can ; nor, indeed, I cannot 
think, if 1 would think my heart out of 
thinking, that you are in love, or that you 
will be in love, or that you can be in love. 
Yet Benedick was such another, and now is 
he become a man ; he swore he would never 
marry, and yet now, in despite of his heart, 
he eats his meat without grudging. And 
how you may be converted 1 know not ,* 
but methinks you look with your eyes as 
other women do. 

Beat What pace is this that tliy tongue 
keeps ? 

Marg. Not a folse gallop. 

Re-enter Ursula. 

Urs. Madam, withdraw ; the Prince, the 
Count, Signior Benedick, Don John, and 
all the gallants of the town, are come to 
fetch you to church. 87 

Hero. Help to dress me, good coz, good 
Meg, good Ursula. [£.xeunf. 


Scene V. Leonato*s house. 

Enter Leonato, with Dogberry and 
Verges. 

Leon. What would you with me, honest 
neighbour ? 

Dogb. Marry, sir, I would have some 
confidence with you that decerns you 
nearly. 

Leon. Brief, I pray you ; for you see it is 
a busy time with me. 5 

Dogh. Marry, this it is, sir. 

Verg. Yes, in truth it is, sir. 

Leon. What is it, my good friends ? s 
Dogb. Goodman Verges, sir, speaks a 
little off the matter—an old man, sir, and 
his wits are not so blunt as, God help, 1 
would desire they were; but, in faith, 
honest as the skin between his brows. 12 
Verg. Yes, I thank God 1 am as honest as 
any man living that is an old man and no 
honester than 1 . 

Dogb. Comparisons are odorous; pala- 
bras, neighbour Verges. 16 

Leon. Neighbours, you are tedious. 

Dogb. It pleases your worship to say so, 
but we are the poor Duke's officers ; but, 
truly, for mine own part, if 1 were as 
tedious as a king, 1 could find in my heart 
to bestow it all of your worship. -1 

Leon. All thy tediousness on me, ah ? 
Dogb. Yea, an 'twere a thousand pound 
more than 'tis ; for I hear as good exclama¬ 
tion on your worship as of any man in the 
city ; and though I be but a poor man, 1 am 
glad to hear it. 26 

Verg. And so am I. 

Leon. I would fain know what you have 
to say. 

Verg. Marry, sir, our watch to-night, 
excepting your worship's presence, ha' ta’en 
a couple of as arrant knaves as any in 
Messina. 3 ^ 

Dogb. A good old man, sir, he will be 
talking ; as they say ' When the age is in 
the wit is out *. God help us, it is a world 
to seel Well said, i' faith, neighbour 
Verges ; well, God's a good man ; an two 
men ride of a horse, one must ride behind. 
An honest soul, i* faith, sir, by my troth 
he is, as ever broke bread ; but God is to 
be worshipp'd ; all men are not alike; 
alas, good neighbour 1 3 » 

Leon. Indeed, neighbour, he comes too 
short of you. 

Dogb. Gifts that God gives. 40 

Leon. 1 must leave you. 

Dogb. One word, sir: our watch, sir, 
have indeed comprehended two aspicious 
persons, and we would have them this 
morning examined before your worship. 

Leon. Take their examination yourself, 
and bring it me; 1 am now in great haste, 
as it may appear unto you. 
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Dogb. It shall be sutlignnce. 

Leon. Drink some wine ere you go ; fare 
you well. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, they stay for you to give 
your daughter to her husband. 

Leon, ril wait upon them ; I am ready. 

[Exeunt Leonaio and Messenger. 
Dogb. Go, good partner, go, get you to 
Francis Scacoal; bid him bring his pen and 
inkhorn to the gaol; we are now to ex¬ 
amination these men. 

Verg. And we must do it wisely. 55 
Dogb. We will spare for no wit, I warrant 
you ; here’s that shall drive some of them 
to a non-come ; only get the learned writer 
to set down our excommunication, and 
meet me at the gaol. fExeiin/. 

ACT FOUR 

Scene 1. A church. 

Enter Don Pedro, Don John, Leonato, 
Friar Francis, Claudio, Benedick, 
Hero, Beatrice, and Attendants. 

I-eon. Come, Friar Francis, be brief; only 
to the plain form of marriage, and you shall 
recount their particular duties afterwards. 

Friar. You come hither, my lord, to 
marry this lady ? 

Claud. No. s 

Leoii. To be married to her, friar! You 
come to marry her. 

Friar. Lady, you come hither to be 
married to this count ? 

Hero. 1 do. > • 

Friar. If either of you know any inward 
impediment why you should not be con¬ 
joined, I charge you, on your souls, to 
utter it. 

Claud. Know you any. Hero ? 

Hero. None, my lord. 15 

Friar. Know you any, Count ? 

Leon. 1 dare make his answer. None. 
Claud. O, what men dare do! What men 
may do 1 What men daily do, not knowing 
what they do ! lo 

Bene. How now ! Interjections ? Why, 

then, some be of laughing, as, ah, ha, he ! 
Claud. Stand thee by, friar. Father, by 
your leave: 

Will you with free and unconstrained soul 
Give me this maid, your daughter ? 

Leon. As freely, son, as God did give her 
me. 25 

Clatid. And what have 1 to give you back 
whose worth 

May counterpoise this rich and precious 
gift? 

D. Pedro, Nothing, unless you render her 
again. 

Claud. Sweet Prince, you learn me noble 
thankfulness. 


[Act 4 

There, Leonato, take her back again ; 3 '> 

Give not this rotten orange to your friend ; 
She’s but the sign and semblance of her 
honour. 

BehoUi how like a maid she blushes here. 
O, what authority and show of truth 
Can cunning sin cover itself withal I 35 
Comes not that blood as modest evidence 
To witness simple virtue ? Would you not 
swear. 

All you that see her, that she were a maid 
By these exterior shows ? But she is none : 
She knows the heat of a luxurious bed ; 4«> 
Her blush is guiltiness, not modesty. 

Leon. What do you mean, my lord ? 
Claud. Not to be married, 

Not to knit my soul to an approved wanton. 
Leon. Dear, my lord, it you, in your own 
proof. 

Have vanquish’d the resistance of her 
youth, 43 

And made defeat of her virginity— 

Claud. 1 know what you would say. If I 
have known her, 

You will say she did embrace me as a 
husband. 

And so extenuate the ’forehand sin. 

No, Leonato, 50 

1 never tempted her with word too large 
But, as a brother to his sister, show’d 
Bashful sincerity and comely love. 

Hero. And seem’d 1 ever otherwise to 
you ? 

Claud. Out on thee! Seeming! 1 will 
write again.st it. 3 !* 

You seem to me as Dian in her orb, 

As chaste as is the bud ere it be blown ; 
But you are more intemperate in your blood 
Than Venus, or those pamp’red animals 
That rage in savage sensuality. 

Hero. 1$ my lord well, that he doth speak 
so wide ? 

Leon. Sweet Prince, why speak not you ? 
D. Pedro. WTiat should I speak ? 

I stand dishonour’d that have gone about 
To link my dear friend to a common stale. 
Leon. Are these things spoken, or do I 
but dream ? 

D. John. Sir, they are spoken, and these 
things are true. 

Bene. Ttiis looks not like a nuptial. 

Hero. True ! O God 1 

Claud, Leonato, stand I here ? 

Is this the Prince ? Is this the Prince’s 
brother ? 69 

Is this face Hero’s ? Are our eyes our own ? 
Leon. All this is so; but what of this, 
my lord ? 

Claud. Let me but move one question to 
your daughter; 

And, by that fatherly and kindly power 
That you have in her, bid her answer truly. 
Leon. I charge thee do so, as thou art my 
child. 75 
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Hero. O, God defend me 1 how am I beset! 
What kind of catechising call you this ? 

Claud. To make you answer truly to your 
name. 

Hero. Is it not Hero ? Who can blot that 
name 79 

With any just reproach ? 

Claud. Marry, that can Hero ; 

Hero itself can blot out Hero’s virtue. 
What man was he talk’d with you yester¬ 
night 

Out at your window, betwixt twelve and 
one ? 

Now, if you are a maid, answer to this. 

Hero, i talk’d with no man at that hour, 
my lord. 

1). Pedro. Why, then are you no maiden. 
Leonato, 

I am sorry you must hear : upon mine 
honour. 

Myself, my brother, and this grieved Count, 
Did see her, hear her, at that hour last 
night, 

Talk with a ruffian at her chamber window: 
Who hatli, indeed, most like a liberal 
villain, 

Confess'd the vile encounters they have had 
A thousand times in secret. 

D. John. Fie, fie! they are not to be 
nam d, my lord, 

Not to be spoke of; 

There is not chastity enough in language 
Without offence to utter them. Thus, 
pretty lady, 

I am sorry for thy much misgovernment. 

Claud. O Hero, what a Hero hadst thou 
been, 

If half thy outw'ard graces had been placed 
About thy thoughts and counsels of thy 
heart! 

But fare thee well, most foul, most fair! 

Farewell, 1 

Thou pure impiety and impious purity ! 
For thee I’ll lock up all the gates of love. 
And on my eyelids shall conjecture hang. 
To turn all beauty into thoughts of harm, 
And never shall it more be gracious. j ». 

Leon. Hath no man’s dagger here a point 
for me ? [Hero swoona. 

Beal. Why, how now, cousin! Where¬ 
fore sink you down ? 

D. John. Come, let us go. These things, 
come thus to light, 

Smother her spirits up. 

[Exeunf Den Pedro, Don John, and Claudio, 

Bene. How doth the lady ? 

Beal. Dead, 1 think. Help, uncle ! 

Hero ! why. Hero ! Uncle! Signior Bene¬ 
dick ! Friar! 

Leon. O Fate, take not away thy heavy 
hand! 

Death is the fairest cover for her shame 
That may be wish'd for. 

Beat. How now, cousin Hero ! 


Friar. Have comfort, lady. 

Leon. Dost thou look up ? 

Friar. Yea ; wherefore should she not ? 

Leon. Wherefore ! Why, doth not every 
earthly thing i-) 

Cry shame upon her ? Could she here 
deny 

The story that is printed in her blood ? 
Do not live. Hero ; do not ope thine eyes; 
For, did I think thou wouldst not quickly 
die. 

Thought I thy spirits were stronger than 
thy shames, i.s 

Myself would, on the rearward of re¬ 
proaches. 

Strike at thy life. Griev’d I I had but one ? 
Chid I for that at frugal nature’s frame ? 
O, one too much by thee 1 Why had I one ? 
Why ever wast thou lovely in my eyes ? 1 so 
Why had I not, with charitable hand. 
Took up a beggar’s issue at my gates. 

Who smirched thus and mir’d with infamy, 
I might have said ' No part of it is mine ; 
This shame derives itself from unknown 
loins’? 14*1 

But mine, and mine I lov’d, and mine 1 
prais’d, 

And mine that I was proud on ,* mine so 
much 

That I myself was to myself not mine. 
Valuing of her—why, she, O, she is fall'n 
Into a pit of ink, that the wide sea i 
Hath drops too few to wash her clean agaiii, 
And salt too little which may season give 
To her foul tainted flesh ! 

Bene. Sir, sir, be patient. 

For my part, I am so attir’d in wonder, 

I know not what to say. 14 s 

Beat. O, on my soul, my cousin is belie i ! 

Bene. I.ady, were you her bedfellow last 
night ? 

Beat. No, truly not; although, until last 
night, 

I have this twelvemonth been her bed¬ 
fellow. 

Leon. Confirm'd, confirm'd 1 O, that is 
stronger made i so 

Which was before barr'd up with ribs of 
iron! 

Would the two princes lie ; and Claudio lie, 
Who lov'd her so, that, speaking ol her 
foulness, 

Wash'd it with tears ? Hence from her! 
let her die. 

Friar. Hear me a little ; j is 

For I have only been silent so long, 

And given way unto this course of fortune. 
By noting of the lady : I have mark'd 
A thousand blushing apparitions 
To start into her face, a thousand innocent 
shames 160 

In angel whiteness beat away those 
blushes; 

And in her eye there hath appear'd a fire 
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To burn the errors that these princes hold 
Against her maiden truth. Call me a fool; 
Trust not my reading nor my observations, 
Which with experimental seal doth warrant 
The tenour of my book ; trust not my age, 
My reverence, calling, nor divinity, lOs 
If this sweet lady lie not guiltless here 
Under some biting error. 

Leon. Friar, it cannot be. 

Thou seest that all the grace that she hath 
left 

Is that she will not add to her damnation 
A sin of perjury ; she not denies it. 

Why seek'st thou then to cover with excuse 
That which appears in proper nakedness ? 
Friar» Lady, what man is he you are 
accus’d of ? X 7 f> 

Hero. They know that do accuse me; I 
know none. 

If I know more of any man alive 
Than that which maiden modesty doth 
warrant, 179 

Let all my sins lack mercy! O my father. 
Prove you that any man with me convers’d 
At hours unmeet, or that I yesternight 
Maintain’d the change of words with any 
creature, 

Refuse me, hate me, torture me to death. 
Friar. There is some strange misprision 
in the princes. 

Bene. Two of them have the very bent of 
honour; iso 

And if their wisdoms be misled in this, 

The practice of it lives in John the bastard, 
Whose spirits toil in frame of villainies, 
Leon. I know not. If they speak but 
truth of her, 190 

These hands shall tear her ; if they wrong 
her honour, 

The proudest of them shall well hear of it. 
Time hath not yet so dried this blood of 
mine, 

Nor age so eat up my invention, 194 

Nor fortune made such havoc of my means. 

Nor my bad life reft me so much of 
friends. 

But they shall find awak’d in such a kind 
Both strength of limb and policy of mind, 
Ability in means and choice of friends, 199 
To quit me of them throughly. 

Friar. Pause awhile. 

And let my counsel sway you in this case. 
Your daughter here the princes left for 
dead; 

Let her awhile be secretly kept in, 

And publish it that she is dead indeed; 
Maintain a mourning ostentation, 205 

And on your family’s old monument 
Hang mournful epitaphs, and do all rites 
That appertain unto a burial. 

Leon. What shall become of this ? What 
will this do ? 

Friar. Marry, this, well carried, shall on 
her behalf 2 x 0 
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Change slander to remorse; that is some 
good. 

But not for thit dream 1 on this strange 
course^ 

But on this travail look for greater birth. 
She dying, as it must be so maintain’d, 
Upon the instant that she was accus’d, 2x5 
Shall be lamented, pitied, and excus’d. 

Of every hearer ; for it so falls out 
That what we have we prize not to the 
worth 

Whiles we enjoy it, but being lack’d and 
lost, 219 

UTiy, then we rack the value, then we find 
The virtue that possession would not show 
us 

Whiles it was ours. So will it fare with 
Claudio. 

When he shaU hear she died upon his 
words, 

Th' idea of her life shall sweetly creep 
Into his study of imagination, 225 

And every lovely organ of her life 
Shall come apparell’d in more precious 
habit. 

More moving, delicate, and full of life, 

Into the eye and prospect of his soul, 
Than when she liv’d indeed. Tlien shall he 
mourn, 239 

If ever love had interest In his liver. 

And wish he had not so accused her— 

No, though he thought his accusation true. 
Let this be so, and doubt not but success 
Will fashion the event in better shape 235 
Than I can lay it down in likelihood. 

But if all aim but this be levell’d false. 
The supposition of the lady’s death 
Will quench the wonder of her infamy. 
And if it sort not well, you may conceal 
her, 240 

As best befits her wounded reputation. 

In some reclusive and religious life, 

Out of all eyes, tongues, minds, and 
injuries. 

Bene. Signior Leona to, let the friar advise 
you ; 

And though you know my inwardness and 
love 245 

Is very much unto the Prince and Claudio, 
Yet, by mine honour, I will deal in this 
As secretly and justly as your soul 
Should with your body. 

Leon. Being that I flow in grief 

The smallest twine may lead me. 250 
Friar, ’Tis well consented. Presently 
away; 

For to strange sores strangely they strain 
the cure. 

Come, lady, die to live; this wedding day 
Perhaps Is but prolong’d; have patience 
and endure. 

fHxeunI all but Benedick and Beatrice, 
Bene. Lady Beatrice, have you wept all 
this whfle ? ass 
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Beat. Yea, and 1 will weep a while longer. 
Bene. I will not desire that. 

Beat. You have no reason; 1 do it 
freely. 

Bene. Surely I do believe your fair 
cousin is wronged. 

Beat Ah, how much might the man 
deserve of me that would ri^t her I 261 
Bene. Is there any way to show such 
friendship ? 

Beat A very even way, but no such 
friend. 

Bene. May a man do it ? 2^4 

Beat It is a man’s office, but not yours. 
Bene. 1 do love nothing in the world so 
well as you. Is not that strange ? ; 

Beat As strange as the thing I know not. 
It were as possible for me to say I lo. d 
nothing so well as you ; but believe me 
not, and yet I lie not; I confess nothing, 
nor I deny nothing. I am sorry for my 
cousin. 271 

Bene. By my sword, Beatrice, thou lovest 
me. 

Beat Do not swear, and eat it. 

Bene. 1 will swear by it that you love me ; 
and I will make him eat it that says I love 
not you. 275 

Beat. Will you not eat your word ? 

Bene. With no sauce that can be devised 
to it; 1 protest I love thee. 

Beat Why, then, God forgive me! 

Bene. What offence, sweet Beatrice ? 280 
Beat You have stayed me in a happy 
hour ; I was about to protest I loved you. 
Bene. And do it with all thy heart ? 

Beat 1 love you with so much of my 
heart that none is left to protest. 2H5 

Bene. Come, bid me do anything for thee. 
Beat Kill Claudio. 

Bene. Ha! not for the wide world. 

Beat. You kill me to deny it. Farewell. 
Bene. Tarry, sweet Beatrice. 290 

Beat I am gone though I am here; 
there is no love in you; nay, I pray you, 
let me go. 

Bene. Beatrice— 

Beat In faith, I will go. 

Bene. We'll be friends first. 295 

Beat You dare easier be friends with me 
than fight with mine enemy. 

Bene. Is Claudio thine enemy ? 298 

Beat. Is *a not approved in the height a 
villain that hath slandered, scorned, dis¬ 
honoured, my kinswoman ? O that 1 were a 
man I What I bear her in hand until they 
come to take hands, and then with public 
accusation, uncover'd slander, unmitigated 
rancour—O God, that I were a man! I 
would eat his heart in the market-place. 
Bene. Hear me, Beatrice. 305 

Beat Talk with a man out at a window! 
A proper saying! 

Bene. Nay, but, Beatrice— 


Beat Sweet Hero ! She is wrong'd, she is 
sland'red, she is undone. 310 

Bene. Beat— 

Beat Princes and Counties! Surely, a 
princely testimony, a goodly count. Count 
Comfect ; a sweet gallant, surely! O that 
I were a man for his sake! or that I had 
any friend would be a man for my sake I 
But manhood is melted into curtsies, 
valour into compliment, and men are only 
turn'd into tongue, and trim ones too. He 
is now as valiant as Hercules that only tells 
a lie and swears it. I cannot be a man with 
wishing, therefore I will die a woman with 
grieving. 

Bene. Tarry, good Beatrice. By this 
hand, 1 love thee. 

Beat Use it for my love some other way 
than swearing by it. 

Bene. Think you in your soul the Count 
Claudio hath wrong'd Hero ? 325 

Beal. Yea, as sure as I have a thought 
or a souL 

Bene. Enough, I am engag'd ; I will 
challenge him ; 1 will kiss your hand, and 
so I leave you. By this hand, Claudio shall 
render me a dear account. As you hear of 
me, so think of me. Go comfort your 
cousin ; 1 must say she is dead ; and so, 
farewell. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. A prison. 

Enter Dogberry, Verges, and Sexton, in 
gowns; and the Watch, with Conrade 
and Borachio. 

Dogb. Is our whole dissembly appear’d ? 
Verg. O, a stool and a cushion for the 
sexton 1 

Sexton. Which be the malefactors ? 

Dogb. Marry, that am I and my partner. 
Verg. Nay, that’s certain ; we have the 
exhibition to examine. t 

Sexton. But which are the offenders that 
are to be examin d ? Let them come before 
Master Constable. 

Dogb. Yea, marry, let them come before 
me. What is your name, friend ? 10 

Bora. Borachio. 

Dogb. Pray write down Borachio. Yours, 
sirrah ? 

Con. I am a gentleman, sir, and my name 
is Conrade. 

Dogb. Write down Master Gentleman 
Conrade. Masters, do you serve God ? 15 

Bwa. 

Dogb. Write down that they hope they 
serve God ; and write God first; for God 
defend but God should go before such 
villains ! Masters, it is proved already that 
you are little better than false knaves, and 
it will go near to be thought so shortly. 
How answer you for yourselves ? 21 

Con. Marry, sir, we say we are none. 
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Dogb, A mai*vellous witty fellow, I assure 
you ; but 1 will go about with him. Come 
you hither, sirrah; a word in your ear: sir, 
1 say to you it is thought you are false 
knaves. 

Bora. Sir, 1 say to you we are none. 

Dogb. Well, stand aside. Fore God, they 
are both in a tale. Have you writ down that 
they are none ? ? > 

Sexton. Master Constable, you go not the 
way to examine; you must call forth the 
watch that are their accusers. 31 

Dogb. Yea, marry, that’s the eftest way. 
Let the watch come forth. Masters, 1 
charge you in the Prince’s name, accuse 
these men. m 

1 Watch. This man said, sir, tliat Don 
John, the Prince’s brother, was a villain. 

Dogb. Write down Prince John a villain. 
Why, this is flat perjury, to call a prince’s 
brother villain. 

Bora. Master Constable— 

Dogb. Pray thee, fellow, peace ; 1 do not 
like thy look, I promise thee. n 

Sexton. What heard you him say else ? 

2 Watch. Marry, that he had received a 

thousand ducats of Don John for accusing 
the Lady Hero wrongfully. 45 

Dogb. Flat burglary as ever was com¬ 
mitted. 

Verg. Yea, by mass, that it is. 

Sexton. What else, fellow ? 

1 Watch. And that Count Claudio did 

mean, upon his words, to disgrace Hero 
before the whole assembly, and not many 
her. ^ I 

Dogb. O villain ! thou wilt be condemn'd 
into everlasting redemption for this. 

Sexton. What else ? 

2 Watc/i. lliis is all. s. 

Sexton. And this is more, masters, than 

you can deny. Prince John is this morning 
secretly stol’n away ; Hero was in this 
manner accus’d, in this very manner 
refus’d, and upon the grief of this suddenly 
died. Master Constable, let these men be 
bound and brought to Leonato’s ; I will go 
before and show him their examination. <•; 

[Exit. 

Dogb. Come, let them be opinion’d. 

Verg. Let them be in the hand*. 

Con. Off, coxcomb. 

Dogb, God’s my life, where’s the sexton ? 
Let him write down the Prince’s officer cox¬ 
comb. Come, bind them. Thou naughty 
varlet! 67 

Con. Away ! you are an ass, you are an 
ass. 

Dogb. Dost thou not suspect my place ? 
Dost thou not suspect my years ? O that 
he were here to write me down an ass! 
But, masters, remember that I am an ass ; 
though it be not written down, yet forget 
not that I am an ass. No, thou villain, thou 
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art full of piety, as shall be prov'd upon 
thee by good witness. I am a wise fellow ; 
and, which is more, an officer ; and, which 
is more, a householder; and, which is 
more, as pretty a piece of flesh as any is in 
Messina ; and one that knows the law, go 
to ; and a rich fellow enough, go to ; and 
a fellow that hath had losses ; and one that 
hath two gowns, and everything handsome 
about him. Bring him away. O that I had 
been writ down an ass ! [Exeiiiif. 


ACT FIVE 

ScKNE 1. Before Leonati/s house. 

Enter I.honato and Antonio. 

Anf. If you go on thus, you will kill 
yourself. 

And ’tis not wisdom thus to second grief 
Against yourself. 

Leon. 1 pray thee cease thy counsel, 
Which falls into mine cars as profitless 1 
As w'ater in a sieve. Give not me counsel ; 
Nor let no comforter delight mine ear 
But such a one whose wrongs do suit with 
mine. 

Bring me a father that so lov’d his child, 
Whose joy of her is overwhelm’d like mine. 
And bid him speak of patience ; 1 > 

Measure his woe the length and breadth of 
mine. 

And let it answer every strain for strain ; 
As thus for thus, and such a grief f^or 
such. 

In every lineament, branch, shape, and 
form. 

If such a one will smile and stroke his 
beard, js 

And sorrow wag, cry ‘ hem ’. ' when he 
should groan. 

Patch grief with proverbs, make misfortune 
drunk 

With candle-wasters—bring him yet to me, 
And I of him will gather patience. 

But there is no such man ; for, brother, 
men 

Can counsel and speak comfort to that 
grief 

Which they themselves not feel: but, 
tasting it, 

Their counsel turns to passion, which before 
Would give prcceptial medicine to rage, ::4 
Fetter strong madness in a silken thread, 
Charm ache with air and agony with words. 
No, no; 'tis all men’s office to speak 
patience 

To those that wring under the load of 
sorrow, 

But no man’s virtue nor sufficiency 
To be so moral when he shall endure 3 » 
The like himself. Therefore, give me no 
counsel; 

My griefs cry louder than advertisement. 
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Ani. Therein do men from children 
nothing differ. 

Leon. I pray thee peace ; I will be flesh 
and blood ; 

For there was never yet philosopher 35 
That could endure the toothache patiently, 
However they have writ the style of gods. 
And made a push at chance and sufferance. 

Ant. Yet bend not all the harm upon 
yourself; 

Make those that do offend you suffer too. 

Leon. There thou speak'st reason : nay, 
I will do so. 

My soul doth tell me Hero is belied ; 

And that shall Claudio know ; so shall the 
Prince, 

And all of them that thus dishonour her. 

Anf. Here comes the Prince and Claudio 
hastily. 45 

Enter Don Peoro and Claudio. 

D. Pedro. Good den, good den. 

Claud. Good day to both of you. 

Leon. Hear you, my lords! 

D. Pedro. We have some haste, Leonato. 

Leon. Some haste, my lord ! Well, fare 
you well, my lord. 

Are you so hasty now ? Well, all is one. 

D. Pedro. Nay, do not quarrel with 
us, good old man. so 

Ant. If he could right himself with 
quarrelling, 

Some of us would lie low. 

Claiid. Who wrongs him ? 

Leon. Marry, thou dost wrong me ; thou 
dissembler, thou ! 

Nay, never lay thy hand upon th> sword ; 
1 fear thee not. 

Claud. Marry, beshrew my hand 

If it should give your age such cause of fear! 
In faith, my hand meant nothing to my 
sword. 

Leon. Tush, tush, man ; never fleer and 
iest at me; 

I speak not like a dotard nor a fool, 

As under privilege of age to brag O ' 

What 1 have done being young, or what 
would do 

Were 1 not old. Know, Claudio, to thy 
head. 

Thou hast so wrong'd mine innocent child 
and me 

That 1 am forc’d to lay my reverence by, 
And with grey hairs and bruise of many 
days 

Do challenge thee to trial of a man. 

1 say thou hast belied mine innocent child ; 
Thy slander hath gone through and 
through her heart. 

And she lies buried with her ancestors— 
OI in a tomb where never scandal slept, /‘> 
Save this of hers, fram'd by thy villainy. 

Claud. My villainy ! 

Leon. Thine, Claudio ; thine, 1 say. 


D. Pedro. You say not right, old man. 
l^eon. My lord, my lord. 

I'll prove it on his body if he dare, 

Despite his nice fence and his active 
practice, 75 

His May of youth and bloom of lustihood. 
Claud. Away ! I will not have to do with 
you, 

Leon. Canst thou so daff me ? Thou hast 
kill'd my child ; 

If thou kill'st me, boy, thou shalt kill a 
man. 

.‘\nf. He shall kill two of us, and men 

indeed ; 80 

But that's no matter ; let him kill one fir t. 
Win me an:l wear me ; let him answer rre. 
Come, follow me, boy ; come, sir boy, come 
follow me; 

Sir boy, I'll whip you from your foining 
fence; 

Nay, as I am a gentleman. 1 will. 85 

J^on. Brother— 

.Ani. Content yourself. God knows I 

lov’d my niece ; 

And she is dead, slander’d to death by 
villains. 

That dare as well answer a man indeed 
As T dare take a serpent by the tongue. <)o 
Boys, apes, braggarts. Jacks, milksops I 
Leon. Brother Antony— 

Ant. Hold you content. What, man I i 
know them, yea. 

And w^hat they weigh, even to the utmost 
scruple— 

Scambling, out-facing, tashion-monging 
boys, 

That lie and cog and flout, deprave and 
slander, 05 

Go anticly, and show outward hideousness. 
And speak off half a dozen dang'rous words. 
How they might hurt their enemies, if they 
durst; 

And this is all. 99 

Leon. But, brother Antony— 

Ant. Come, 'tis no matter; 

Do not you meddle; let me deal in this, 

D. Pedro. Gentlemen both, we will not 
wake your patience. 

My heart is sorry for your daughter's death; 
But, on my honour, she was charg'd with 
nothing 10» 

But what was true, and very full of proof. 
Leon. My lord, my lord— 

D. Pedro. I will not hear you. 
Leon. No ? 

Come, brother, away. I will be heard. 

Ant. And shall, or some of us will smart 
for it. [Exettni Leonato and Antonio. 
D. Pedro. See, see ; here comes the man 
we went to seek. no 

Enter Benedick. 

Claud. Now, signior, what news ? 

Bene. Good day, my lord. 
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D. Pedro, Welcome, signior; you are 
almost come to part almost a fray. 

Claud, We had lik'd to have had our two 
noses snapp'd off with two old men without 
teeth. 

D, Pedro, Leonato and his brother. What 
think'st thou ? Had we fought, I doubt we 
should have been too young for them. 
Bene, In a false quarrel there is no true 
valour. I came to seek you both. lai 

ClauJ. We have been up and down to seek 
thee; for we are high-proof melancholy, 
and would fain have it beaten away. Wilt 
thou use thy wit ? 

Bene, It is in my scabbard ; shall I draw 
it ? 1-5 

D. Pedro. Dost thou wear thy wit by thy 
side ? 

Claud, Never any did so, though very 
many have been beside their wit. I will bid 
thee draw, as we do the minstrels—draw 
to pleasure us. 

D. Pedro, As I am an honest man, he 
looks pale. Art thou sick or angry ? i:>i 
Claud, What, courage, man! What 
though care kill’d a cat, thou hast mettle 
enough in thee to kill care. 

Bette, Sir, I shall meet your wit in the 
career, an you charge it against me. I pray 
you choose another subject. 135 

Claud, Nay, then, give him another staff; 
this last was broke cross. 

D. Pedro, By this light, he changes more 
and more; I think he be angry indeed. 

Claud, If he be, he knows how to turn 
his girdle. mo 

Bene. Shall I speak a word in your car 1 
Claud, God bless me from a challenge! 
Bene. [Aside to Claudio] You are a villain; 
I jest not; I will make it good how you 
dare, with what you dare, and when you 
dare. Do me right, or I will protest your 
cowardice. You have kill'd a sweet lady, 
and her death shall fall heavy on you. Let 
me hear from you. m 7 

Claud. Well, I will meet you, so I may 
have good cheer. 

D, Pedro, What, a feast ? a feast ? mo 
Claud. I' faith, I thank him ; he hath bid 
me to a calf's head and a capon, the which 
if I do not carve most curiously, say my 
knife's naught. Shall I not find a woodcock 
too ? 

Bene. Sir, your wit ambles well; it goes 
easily, 154 

D, Pedro. I'll tell thee how Beatrice 
prais'd thy wit the other day, I said thou 
hadst a fine wit. ' True,' said she ' a fine 
little one.' ‘ No,' said 1 * a great wit.' 
‘ Right,' says she * a great gross one.' 
' Nay,' said 1 ‘ a good wit.' ‘ Just,' said 
she ‘ it hurts nobody.' ' Nay,' said I ‘ the 
gentleman is wise.' ' Certain,' said she ' a 
wise gentleman,' * Nay,' said I ‘he hath 
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the tongues.' ‘ That I believe,' said she 
‘ for he swore a thing to me on Monday 
night, which he forswore on Tuesday 
morning. There's a double tongue; there's 
two tongues.' 'rhus did she, an hour 
together, trans*shape thy particular vir¬ 
tues ; yet, at last, she concluded, with a 
sigh, thou wast the proper'st man in Italy. 

Claud, For the which she wept heartily, 
and said she cared not. x 6 h 

D. Pedro, Yea, that she did; but yet, 
for all that, an if she did not hate him 
deadly, she would love him dearly. The 
old man's daughter told us aU. 171 

Claud, All, all; and, moreover, ‘ God saw 
him when he was hid in the garden'. 

D, Pedro, But when shall we set the 
savage bull's horns on the sensible Bene¬ 
dick's head ? 175 

Claud, Yea, and text underneath, ‘ Here 
dwells Benedick the married man ' ? 17: 

Bene. Fare you well, boy ; you know my 
mind. I will leave you now to your gossip¬ 
like humour ; you break jests as braggarts 
do their blades, which, God be thanked, 
hurt not. My lord, for your many courtesies 
I thank you. I must discontinue your com¬ 
pany. Your brother the bastard is fled 
from Messina. You have among you kill'd 
a sweet and innocent lady. For my Lord 
Lackbeard there, he and 1 shall meet; and 
till then, peace be with him. iSi 

[Hxif Benedick, 

D, Pedro, He is in earnest. 

Claud, In most profound earnest; and 
I'll warrant you for the love of Beatrice. 

D. Pedro, And hath challeng'd thee ? 

Claud, Most sincerely. 

D. Pedro, What a pretty thing man is 
when he goes in his doublet and hose and 
leaves off his wit! 

Claud, He is then a giant to an ape ; but 
then is an ape a doctor to such a man. 

D. Pedro, But, soft you, let me be; pluck 
up, my heart, and be sad. Did he not say 
my brother was fled ? 196 

Enter Dogberry, Verges, and the Watch, 
with Conr/vde and Borachio. 

Dogh. Come, you, sir; if justice cannot 
tame you, she shall ne’er weigh more 
reasons in her balance ; nay, an you be a 
cursing hypocrite once, you must be look'd 

to. J()g 

D. Pedro, How now! two of my brother's 
men bound—Borachio one. 

Claud. Hearken after their offence, my 
lord. 

D, Pedro, Officers, what offence have 
these men done ? 203 

Dogb. Marry, sir, they have committed 
false report; moreover, they have spoken 
untruths ; secondarily, they are slanders; 
sixth and lastly, they have belied a lady; 
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Scene 1] 

thirdly, they have verified unjust things; 
ard to conclude, they are lying knaves. 20H 

D. Pedro. First, I ask thee what they 
have done; thirdly, 1 ask thee what’s 
their offence; sixth and lastly, why they 
are committ^; and to conclude, what 
you lay to their charge. 

Claud. Rightly reasoned, and in his own 
division; and, by my troth, there’s one 
meaning well suited, 

D. Pedro. Who have you offended, 
masters, that you are thus bound to your 
answer ? This learned constable is too 
cunning to be understood. What’s your 
offence ? 217 

Bora. Sweet Prince, let me go no farther 
to mine answer; do you hear me, and let 
this Count kill me. I have deceived even 
your very eyes. What your wisdoms could 
not discover, these shallow fools have 
brought to light; who, in the night, over¬ 
heard me confessing to this man how Don 
John your brother incensed me to slander 
the Lady Hero ; how you were brought 
into the orchard, and saw me court 
Margaret in Hero’s garments ; how you 
disgrac’d her, when you should marry her. 
My villainy they have upon record ; which 
I had rather seal with my death than repeat 
over to my shame. The lady is dead upon 
mine and my master’s false accusation ; 
and, briefly, I desire nothing but the re¬ 
ward of a villain. 

D, Pedro, Runs not this speech like iron 
through your blood ? 

Claud. I have drunk poison whiles he 
utter’d it. 

D. Pedro. But did my brother set thee on 
to this ? 

Bora. Yea, and paid me richly for the 
practice of it. 

D. Pedro. He is compos’d and fram’d of 
treachery. 

And fled he is upon this villainy. 

Claud. Sweet Hero, now thy image doth 
appear 

In the rare semblance that I lov'd it first. 

Vogb. Come, bring away the plaintiffs; 
by this time our sexton hath reformed 
Signior Leona to of the matter. And, 
masters, do not forget to specify, when 
time and place shall serve, that 1 am 
an ass. 212 

Verg. Here, here comes Master Signior 
Lconato and the sexton too. 

Re-enfcr Leonato and Antonio, with the 
Sexton, 

Leon, Which is the villain ? Let me see 
his eyes, 245 

That when I note another man like him 
I may avoid him. Which of these is he ? 

Bora. If you would know your wronger,; 
look ou me, ' 


Leon. Art thou the slave that with thy 
breath hast kill’d 
Mine innocent child ? 

Bora. Yea, even 1 alone. 2 5« 

Leon. No, not so, villain ; thou beliest 
thyself; 

Here stand a pair of honourable men, 

A third is fled, that had a hand in it. 

1 thank you, princes, for my daughter’s 
death; 2^-1 

Record it with your high and worthy dec^ds; 
*Twas bravely done, if you bethink you 
of it. 

Claud. 1 know not how to pray your 
patience. 

Yet 1 must speak. Choose your revenge 
yourself; 

Impose me to what penance your invention 
Can lay upon my sin ; yet sinn’d 1 not 
But in mistaking. 

D. Pedro. By my soul, nor I; 

And yet, to satisfy this good old man, 

I would bend under any heavy weight 
That he'll enjoin me to. 

Leon. I canno: bid you bid my daughter 
live— 205 

That were impossible; but, I pray you 
toth, 

Possess the people in Messina here 
How innocent she died ; and, if your love 
Can labour aught in sad invention. 

Hang her an epitaph upon her tomb, 270 
And sing it to her bones ; smg it to-night. 
To-morrow morning come you to my house; 
And since you could not be my son-in-law, 
Be yet my nephew. My brother hath a 
daughter, 271 

Almost the copy of my child that’s dead ; 
And she alone is heir to both of us. 

Give her the rigid you should have giv’n 
her cousin. 

And so dif*s my revenge. 

Claud. O noble sir! 

Your over-kindness doth wring tears from 
me, 

I do embrace your offer; and dispose 2R0 
For henceforth of poor Claudio. 

Leon. To-morrow, then, I will expect 
your coming; 

To-night I take my leave. This naughty 
man 2;si 

Shall face to face be brought to Margaret, 
Who, I believe, was pack’d in all this wrong. 
Hir’d to it by your brother. 

Bora. No, by my soul, she was not; 
Nor knew not what she did when she spoke 
to me; 

But always hath been just and virtuous 
In anything that 1 do know by her. 289 
Dogh. Moreover, sir, which indeed is not 
under wliite and black, this plaintiff here, 
the offender, did call me ass; I beseech 
you, let it be rememb’red in his punish¬ 
ment. And also, the watch heard them talk 
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of one Deformed ; they say he wear« a key 
in his ear and a lock hanging by it» and 
borrows money in God's name; the which 
he hath us’d so long, and never paid, that 
now men grow hard-hearted, and will lend 
nothing for God’s sake. Pray you examine 
him upon that point. 

Leon. I thank thee for thy care and 
honest pains, 

Dogb. Your worship speaks like a most 
thankful and reverenJ youth, and I praise 
God for you. vn 

Leon. 7 ’here's for thv pains, 

Dogb. God save the foundation I 
Leon. Go; 1 discharge thee of thy 

prisoner, and 1 thank thee. 

Do^b. I leave an arrant knave with your 
worship ; which 1 beseech your worship to 
correct yourself, for the example of other's. 
God keep your worship ! I wish your wor¬ 
ship well; God restore you to health ! 1 
humbly give you leave to depart; and if a 
merry meeting may be wish'd, God prohibit 
it! Come, neighbour. 

Ifr.YeufU Dogberry and Verges. 
Leon. Until to-morrow morning, lords, 
farewell. 

Ant. Farewell, my lords ; wx* look for you 
to-morrow. 

D, Pedro. We will not fail. 

Claud. To-night I’ll mourn with Hero. 

[Fxruut Don Pedro and Claudio. 
Leon. ITo the Watch] Bring you these 
fellows on. We’ll talk with Mar¬ 
garet us 

How her acquaintance grew with this lewd 
fellow. [Exeunl severally. 

ScivNii: II. Leonato's orchard. 

Enter Benloick and Margaret, meeting. 

Bene. Pray thee, sweet Mistress Margaret, 
deserve well at my hands by helping me to 
the speech of Beatrice. 

Marg. Will you then write me a sonnet 
in praise of my beauty I 4 

Bene. In so high a style, Margaret, that 
no man living shall come over it; for, in 
most comely truth, thou deservest it. 7 
Marg. To have no man come over me! 
Why, shall I always keep below stairs ? 

Bene. Thy wit is as quick as the grey¬ 
hound's mouth ; it catches. u 

Marg. And yours as blunt as the fencer's 
foils, which hit, but hurt not. 

Bene. A most manly wit, Margaret; it 
will not hurt a woman ; and so, I pray thee, 
call Beatrice. 1 give thee the bucklers, 
Marg. Give us the swords ; we have 
bucklers of our own. 

Bene. If you use them, Margaret, you 
must put in the pikes with a vice; and 
they arc dangerous weapons for maids. i > 
Marg. Well, I will call Beatrice to you, 
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who, 1 think, hath legs. [Exit Margaret. 
Bene. And therefore will come. 22 

[Sings] The god of love, 

That sits above. 

And knows me, and knows me, 3*5 
How pitiful 1 deserve— 

I mean in singing; but in loving—Leander 
the good swimmer, Troilus the first em¬ 
ployer of panders, and a whole bookful of 
these quondam carpet-mongers, whose 
names yet run smoothly in the even road 
of a blank verse, why, they were never so 
truly turn’d over and over as my poor self 
in love. Marry, I cannot show' it in rhyme ; 
I have tried ; I can iiud out no rhyme to 
‘ lady * but ’ baby ’—an innocent rhyme; 
for ‘ scorn ‘ horn '—a hard rhyme ; for 
‘school’, ‘fool’—a babbling rhvme; very 
ominous endings. No, I was not horn under 
a rhyming planet, nor I cannot woo in 
festival terms. \7 

Enter Beatrici;. 

Sweet Beatrice, w'ouldst thou come when I 
call’d thee ? 

Beat. Yea, signior, and depart when you 
bid me. 

Bene. O, stay but til! then ! io 

Beat. ’ Ihen ’ is spoken : fare you well 
now. And yet, ere 1 go, let me go with that 
I came, which is, with knowing what hath 
pass’d between you and Claiuiio. 

Bene. Only foul words ; aiui thereupon 1 
will ki.ss thee. 1» 

Beat. Foul words is but foul wind, and 
foul wind is but foul breath, and foul 
breath is noisome ; therefore 1 will depart 
unkiss’d. 4? 

Bene. Tbou hast frighted the word out of 
his right sense, so forcible is thy wit. But, 

I must tell thee plainly, Claudio undergoes 
my challenge ; and either I must shortly 
hear from him, or I will subscribe him a 
coward. And, I pray thee now, tell me for 
which of my bad parts didst thou first fall 
in love with me ? 53 

Beal. For them all together; which main¬ 
tain’d so politic a state of evil that they 
will not admit any good part to intermingle 
with them. But for which of my good parts 
did you first suffer love for me ? 57 

Bene. Suffer love—a good epithet 1 I do 
suffer love indeed, for 1 love thee against 
my will. 

Beat. In spite of ycur heart, I think ; 
alas, poor heart! If you spite it for my 
sake, 1 w ill spite it for yours ; for 1 will 
never love that which my friend liates. 02 
Bene. ITiou and I are too wise to woo 
peaceably. 

Beat. It appears not in this confession : 
there’s not one wise man among twenty that 
will praise himself. 65 



Scene 2] 

Bene. An old, an old instance, Beatrice, 
that liv'd in the time of good neighbours ; 
if a man do not erect in this age his own 
tomb ere he dies, he shall live no longer in 
monument than the bell rings and the 
widow weeps. < 

Beat. And how long is that, think you 

Bene. Ouestion : why, an hour in clam¬ 
our, and a quarter in rheum. Therefore is it 
most expedient for the wise, if Don Worm, 
his conscience, find no impediment to the 
contrary, to be the trumpet of his own 
virtues, as I am to myself. So much for 
prais'ng myself, who, I myself will bear 
wTness, is praiseworthy. And now tell me, 
how doth your cousin ? 

Beat. Very ill. 

Bene. And how do you ? 

Beat. Very ill too. 

Bene. Serve God, love me, and mend ; 
there will I leave you too, for here comes 
one in haste. 

Enter Uusi’la, 

Vrs. Madam, you must come to your 
uncle. Yonder's old coil at home. It is 
proved my Lady Hero hath been falsely 
accus’d, the Prince and Claudio mightily 
abus'd ; and Don John is the author of 
all, who is fled and gone. Will you come 
presently ? »•> 

Beat. V\’ill you go hear this news, signior ? 

Bene. I will live in thy heart, die in thy 
lap, and be buried in thy eyes; and, more¬ 
over, 1 will go with thee to thy uncle’s. 

(Exeioifi 

Scenf; III, A churchyard. 

Enter Don Pedro, Claudio, and three ot 
four with tapers. 

Claud. Is this the monument of Leonato ? 

A Lord. It is, my lord. 

Claud. I Heads from a scroll] 

Epitaph. 

‘ Done to death by slanderous tongues 
W as the Hero that here lies ; 

Death, in guerdon of her wrongs, 

Gives her fame which never dies. 

So the life that died with shame 
Lives in death with glorious fame.' 

Hang thou there upon the tomb. 
Praising her when I am dumb. j < 
Now, music, sound, and sing your solemn 
hymn. 

Song. 

Pardon, goddess of the night, 

Those that slew thy virgin knight; 

For the which, with songs of woe, | 
Round about her tomb they go. 15: 

Midnight, assist our moan ; ( 
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Help us to sigh and groan, 

Heavily, heavily. 

(Jrav^es, yawn, and yield your dead, 
Till death be uttered, ?o 

Heavily, heavily. 

Claud. Now, unto thy bones good night. 
Yearly will I do this rite. 

D. Pedro. Good morrow, masters; put 
your torches out; 

The wolves have prey'd ; and look, the 
gentle day, 

Before the wheels of Phoebus, round about 
Dapples the drowsy east with spots of grey. 
Thanks to you all, and leave us. Fare you 
well. 

Claud. Good morrow, masters ; each his 
several way. 

D. Pedro. Come, let us hence, and put on 
other w^ecds; v 

.^nd then to Leonato's we will go. 

Claud. And Hymen now with luckier 
issue speed’s 

i'han this for whom w^e rend'retl up this 
woe. [Excmii. 

Scene IV. Leonato*s house. 

Enter Leonato, Antonio, Benedick, 

Be.vtrice, Margaret, Ursula, Friar 

F'rancts, and Hero. 

Friar. Did I not tell you she was inno 
cent ? 

Leon, So are the Prince and Claudio, who 
accus’d her 

Upon the error that you heard debated. 
But Margaret was in some fault for this, 
Although against her will, as it appears v 
In the true course of all the question. 

Ant. Well, I am glad that all things sorts 
so well. 

Bene. And so am 1 , being else by faith 
enforc’d 

To call young Claudio to a reckoning for it. 

Leon. Well, daughter, and you gentle¬ 
women all, 10 

Withdraw into a chamber by yourselves; 
And when I send for you, come hither 
mask’d. 

The Prince and Claudio promis’d by this 
hour 

To visit me. You know your office, brother: 
You must be father to your brother's 
daughter, 15 

And give her to young Claudio. 

[Exeunt Ladies. 

Ant. Which I will do wTth confirm'd 
countenance. 

Bene. Friar, I must entreat your pains, I 
think. 

Friar. To do what, signior ? 

Bene. To bind me, or undo me—one of 
them. 20 

Signior Leonato, truth it is, good signior, 
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Your niece regards me with an eye of 
favour. 

Leon. That eye my daughter lent her. 
'Tis most true. 

Bene. And I do with an eye of love requite 
her. 

Leon. The sight whereof* 1 think, you had 
from me, 

From Claudio, and the Prince. But what’s 
your will ? 

Bene. Your answer, sir, is enigmatical. 
But, for my will, my will is your good will 
May stand with ours, this day to be con¬ 
join’d 

In the state of honourable marriage : 30 

In which, good friar, 1 shall desire your 
help. 

Leon. My heart is with your liking. 

Friar, And my help. 

Here comes the Prince and Claudio. 

Enter Don Pfdro and Claudio, with 
Attendants. 

D. Pedro, Good morrow to this fair 
assembly. 

Leon. Good morrow, Prince; good 
morrow, Claudio; 35 

We here attend you. Are you yet deter¬ 
min’d 

To-day to marry witli my brother’s 
daughter ? 

Claud, I’ll hold my mind were she an 
Ethiope. 

Leon. Call her forth, brother ; here’s the 
friar ready. [Exit Antonio, 

D. Pedro, Good morrow, Benedick. Why, 
what’s the matter 4 <> 

That you have such a February face, 

So full of frost, of storm, and cloudiness ? 

Claud, J think he thinks upon the savage 
bull. 

Tush, fear not, man; we’ll tip thy horns 
with gold. 

And all Europa shall rejoice at thee, 4? 
As once Europa did at lusty Jove, 

When he would play the noble beast in love. 

Bene. Bull Jove, sir, had an amiable low ; 
And some such strange bull leap’d your 
father’s cow, 

And got a calf in that same noble feat 50 
Much like to you, for you have just his 
bleat. 

Re-enter Antonio, with the Ladies masked. 

Claud. For this I owe you. Here comes 
other reck’nings. 

Which is the lady I must seize upon ? 

Ant. This same is she, and 1 do give you 
her. 

Claud. Why, then she’s mine. Sweet, let 
me see your face. 55 

Leon. No, that you shall not, till you take 
her hand 

Before this friar, and swear to marry her. 
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[Act 5 

Claud. Give me your hand; before this 
holy friar 

I am your husband, if you like of me. so 
Hero. And when I liv’d I was your other 
wife; [Unmasking, 

And when you lov’d you were my other 
hu.sband. 

Clawd. Another Hero 1 

Hero, Nothing certainer. 

One Hero died defil’d ; but 1 do live, 

And, surely as I live, I am a maid. 

D. Pedro. The former Hero ! Hero that is 
dead! 65 

Leon. She died, my lord, but whiles her 
slander liv’d. 

Friar, All this amazement can 1 qualify, 
When, after that the holy rites are ended, 
I’ll tell you largely of fair Hero’s death. 
Meantime let wonder seem familiar, 70 

And to the chapel let us presently. 

Bene. Soft and fair, friar. Which is 
Beatrice ? 

Beat. I answer to that name. [Lbimnskingl 
What is your will ? 

Bene. Do not you love me ? 

Beat, Why no, no more than reason. 
Bene. Why, then your uncle, and the 
Pr nc.% and Claudio, 75 

Have been deceived: they swore you 
did. 

Beat. Do not you love m:‘ ? 

Bene. Troth no, no more than reason. 
Beat. W hy, then my cousin, Margaret, 
and Ursula, 

Are much deceiv’d; for they did swear you 
did. 

Bene. They swore that you were almost 
sick for me. mo 

Beat. They swore that you were well-nigh 
dead for me. 

Bene. ’Tis no such matter. Then you do 
not love me ? 

Beat. No, truly, but in friendly recom¬ 
pense. 

Leon, Come, cousin, I am sure you love 
the gentleman. 

Claud. And I’ll be sworn upon’t that he 
loves her; »5 

For here’s a paper written in his hand, 

A halting sonnet of his own pure brain. 
Fashion’d to Beatrice. 

Hero. And here’s another, 

Writ in my cousin’s hand, stol’n from her 
pocket, 

Containing her affection unto Benedick. 00 
Bene. A miracle 1 here’s our own hands 
against our hearts. Come, 1 will have thee; 
but, by this light, 1 take thee for pity. 93 
Beat. 1 would not deny you ; but, by this 
good day, 1 yield upon great persuasion; 
and partly to save your life, for 1 was told 
you were in a consumption. 96 

Bene, Peace; 1 will stop your mouth. 

[Kissing her. 
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Scene 4] 


D, Pedro, How dost thou, Benedick the 
married man ? 

Bene, 1*11 tell thee what, Prince : a college 
of wit-crackers cannot flout me out of my 
humour. Dost thou think 1 care for a 
satire or an epigram ? No. If a man will 
he beaten with brains, *a shall wear nothing 
handsome about him. In brief, since I do 
purpose to marry, 1 will think nothing to 
any purpose that the world can say against 
it; and therefore never flout at me for 
what I have said against it; for man is 
a giddy thing, and this is my conclusion. 
For thy part, Claudio, I did think to have 
beaten th .‘e; but in that thou art like to 
be my kinsman, live unbruis*d, and love 
my cousin. jos 

Claud. I had well hop’d thou wouldst 
have denied Beatrice, that I might have 
cudgcU’d thee out of thy single life, to make 
thee a double dealer ; which out of question 


thou wilt be, if my cousin do not look 
exceeding narrowly to thee. 112 

Bene. Come, come, we are friends. Let's 
have a dance ere we are married, that we 
may lighten our own hearts and our wives* 
heels. 115 

Leon, We’ll have dancing afterward. 

Bene, First, of my word ; therefore play, 
music. Prince, thou art sad; get thee a 
wife, get thee a wife. There is no staff more 
reverend than one tipp'd with horn* 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, your brother John is ta’cn 
in flight, 120 

And brought with armed men back to 
Messina. 

Bene. Think not on him till to-morrow. 
1*11 devise thee brave punishments for him. 
Strike up, pipers. fDance. Exeunt. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONit 


Ferdinand, King of Navarre. 

Berowne, j 

Longaville, lords attending on ike King. 
Dumain, I 

Boyet, \lords attending on the Princess 
Marcade, / of France. 

Don Adriano de Arm ado, a fantastical 
Spaniard, 

Sir Nathaniel, a curate. 

Holofernes, a schooimaster. 

Dell, a constahie. 


Costard, a down. 

Moth, page in Armado. 

A Forester. 

The Princess of France. 

I ladies attending on (he 
Maria, - Princess 

Katharine, j ^ 

JaquenettA, a country wench . 

Lords, Attendants, etc. 


The Scene: Navarre . 


ACL onl: 

Scene I. Navarre. The King's park. 

Enter the King, Berowne, Longaville, 
and Domain. 

King. Let fame, that all hunt after in 
their lives, 

Live registTcd upon our brazen tombs, 
And then grace us in the disgrace of death ; 
When, spite of cormorant devouring Time, 
Th* endeavour of this present breath may 
buy 5 

That hvmour which shall bate hi.s scythe's 
keen edge, 

And make us heirs of all eternity. 
Therefore, brave conquerors — for so you are 
That war against your own affections 9 
And the huge army of the world’s desires— 
Our late edict shall strongly stand in force: 
Navarre shall be the wonder of the world ; 
Our court shall be a little Academe, 

Still and contemplative in living art. 

You three, Berowne, Dumain, and Longa¬ 
ville, 15 

Have sworn for three years’ term to live 
with me 

My fellow-scholars, and to keep those 
statutes 

That are recorded in this schedule here. 
Your oaths are pass’d ; and now subscribe 
your names, 

That his own hand may strike his honour 
down -o 

That violates the smallest branch herein. 

If you are arm’d to do as sworn to do, 
Subscribe to your deep oaths, and keep it 
too. 

Long. I am resolv’d ; 'tis but a three 
years’ fast. 

The mind shall banquet, though the body 
pine. 25 
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Fat paunches have lean pates ; and dainty 

I bits 

Make rich the ribs, but bankrupt quite the 
wits. 

Dum. My loving lord, Diunain is 
mortified. 

The grosser manner of these world’s 
delights 

He throws upon the gross world’s baser 
slaves; 30 

To love, to wealth, to pomp, I pine and die, 
With all these living in philosophy. 

Ber. I can but say their protestation 
over; 

So much, dear liege, I have already sworn, 
That is, to live and study here three 
years. 35 

But there are other strict observances, 

As: not to see a woman in that term, 
Which I hope well is not enrolled there ; 
And one day in a week to touch no food, 
And but one meal on every day beside, ,0 
The which I hope is not enrolled there; 
And then to sleep but three hours in the 
night 

And not be seen to wink of all the day— 
When I was wont to think no harm all 
night, 

And make a dark night too of half the 
day— 45 

Which 1 hope well is not enrolled there. 

O, these are barren tasks, too hard to keep, 
Not to see ladies, study, fast, not sleep! 

King. Your oath is pass’d to pass away 
from these. 

Ber. Let me say no, my liege, an if you 
please: 50 

I only swore to study with your Grace, 

And stay here in your court for three years’ 
space. 

Long, You swore to that, Berowne, and 
to the rest. 
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Scene 1] 

Ber, By yea and nay, sir, then I swore 
in jest. 

What is the end of study, let me know, ss 

King, Why, that to know which else we 
should not know. 

Ber. Things hid and barr’d, you mean, 
from common sense ? 

King. Ay, that is study's god-like recom¬ 
pense. 

Ber. Come on, then ; 1 will swear to study 
so, 

To know the thing I am forbid to know. 

As thus : to study where I well may dine. 
When 1 to feast expressly am forbid ; 

Or study where to meet some mistress fine. 
When mistresses from common sense are 
hid ; 

Or, having sworn too hard-a-kecping oath. 
Study to break it, and not break my troth. 
If study’s gain be thus, and this be so, 
Study knows that which yet it doth not 
know. 

Swear me to this, and I will ne’er say no. 

King. These be the stops that hinder 
study quite, ro 

And train our intellects to vain delight. 

Ler. W'hy, all delights arc vain ; but 
that most vain 

Which, with pain purchas’d, doth inherit 
pain. 

As painlully to pore upon a book 
To seek the light of truth ; while truth the 
while 7 -> 

Doth falsely blind the eyesight of his look. 
Light, seeking light, doth light of light 
beguile; 

So, ere you find where light in darkness lies. 
Your light grows dark by losing of your 
eyes. 

Study me how to please the eye indeed, vS. 
By fixing it upon a fairer eye; 

Who dazzling so, that eye shall be his heed, 
And give him light that it w'as blinded by. 
Study is like the heaven's glorious sun. 
That will not be deep-seareb’d with saucy 
looks; ss 

Small have continual plodders ever won. 
Save base authority from others' books. 
These earthly godfathers of heaven’s lights 
That give a name to every fixed star sv 
Have no more profit of their shining nights 
Than those that walk and wot not what 
they are. 

Too much to know is to know nought bu( 
fame; 

And every godfather can give a name. 

King. How well he's read, to reason 
against reading! 

Dum. Proceeded well, to stop all good 
proceeding 1 o*; 

Long. He weeds the corn, and still lets 
pow the weeding. 

Ber. The spring is near, when green geese 
are a-breeding. 


Dum. How follows that ? 

Ber. Fit in his place and time. 

Dum. In reason nothing. 

Ber. Something then in rhyme. 

Long. Berowne is like an envious .sneap- 
ing frost i w 

TTiat bites the first-born infants of the 
spring. 

Ber. Well, say I am ; why should proud 
summer boast 

Before the birds have any cause to sing ? 
Why should 1 joy in any abortive birth ? 
At Christmas I no more desire a rose 105 
Than wish a snow in May's new-fangled 
shows ; 

But like of each thing that in season grows; 
So you, to study now it is too late, 

Climb o’er the house to unlock the little 
gate. 

King. Well, sit you out ; go home, 
Berowne; adieu. no 

Ber. No, my good lord ; I have sworn to 
stay with you ; 

And though 1 have for barbarism spoke 
more 

Than for that angel knowledge you can say, 
Yet confident I'll keep what I have swore. 
And bide the penance of each three years' 
day. j 15 

Give me the paper; let me read the same ; 
And to the strictest decrees I’ll write my 
name. 

King. How well this yielding rescues thee 
from shame! 

Ber. I Reads] ‘ Item. That no woman 
shall come within a mile of my court '— 
Hath this been proclaimed ? 1 -o 

Long. Four days ago. 

Ber. Let's see the penalty. | Peads) ‘ —im 
pain of losing her tongue.' Who devis’d 
this penalty ? 

Long. Marry, that did I. 

Ber. Sweet lord, and why ? 125 

Long. To fright them hence with that 
dread penalty. 

Ber. A dangerous law' against gentility. 
[Reads] ' Item. If any man be seen to 
talk w ith a w^oraan within the term of three 
years, he shall endure such public shame as 
the rest of the court can possibly devise.' 

T his article, my liege, yourself must break ; 
For well you know here comes in embassy 
The French king’s daughter, with yourself 
to speak— 

A maid of grace and complete majesty— 
About surrender up of Aquitaine i 

To her decrepit, sick, and bedrid father; 
Therefore this article is made in vain, 

Or vainly conies th’ admired princess 
hither. 

King. What say you, lords? Why, this 
was quite forgot. 

Ber. So study evermore is over-shot. 140 
While it doth study to have what it would, 
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It doth forget to do the thing it should; 
And when it hath the thing it hunteth most, 
Tis won as towns with fire—so won, so lost. 
King, We must of force dispense with 
this decree; i45 

She must lie here on mere necessity. 

Ber, Necessity will make us all forsworn 
Three thousand times within this three 
years’ space; 

For every man with his affects is born. 
Not by might mast’red, but by special 
grace. 15- 

If 1 break faith, this word shall speak for 
me: 

I am forsworn on mere necessity. 

So to the laws at large I write my name; 

(Subscribes. 

And he that breaks them in the least degree 
Stands in attainder of eternal shame. 155 
Suggestions are to other as to me; 

But I believe, although I seem so loath, 

1 am the last that will last keep his oath. 
But is there no quick recreation granted ? 
King, Ay, that there is. Our court, you 
know, is haunted 160 

With a refined traveller of Spain, 

A man in all the world's new fashion 
planted. 

That hath a mint of phrases in his brain; 
One who the music of his own vain tongue 
Doth ravish like enchanting harmony ; 1 05 
A man of complements, whom right and 
wrong 

Have chose as umpire of their mutiny. 

This child of fancy, that Armado hight, 
For interim to our studies shall relate. 

In high-born words, the worth of many a 
knight 170 

From tawny Spain lost in the world's 
debate. 

How you delight, my lords, I know not, I; 
But I protest 1 love to hear him lie. 

And 1 will use him for my minstrelsy. 174 
Ber, Armado is a most illustrious wight, 
A man of fire-new words, fashion’s own 
knight. 

Long, Costard the swain and he shall be 
our sport; 

And so to study three years is but short. 

Enter Dull, a constable, with a letter, 
and Costard. 

Dull, Which is the Duke’s own person ? 
Ber, This, fellow. What wouldst ? i 8 <. 

DuU, I myself reprehend his own person, 
for 1 am his Grace’s farborough; but 1 
would see his own person in flesh and 
blood. 

Ber. This is he. 184 

Dull, Signior Arme—Arme—commends 
you. There's villainy abroad; this letter 
will tell you more. 

Cosf. Sir, the contempts thereof are as 
touching me. 187 
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[Act 1 

King. A letter from the magnificent 
Armado. 

Ber. How low soever the matter, I hope 
in God for high words. 190 

Long, A high hope for a low heaven. God 
grant us patience! 

Ber. To hear, or forbear hearing ? 

Lofig. To hear meekly, sir, and to laugh 
moderately ; or, to forbear both. 195 

Ber. Well, sir, be it as the style shall give 
us cause to climb in the merriness. 

Cosf. The matter is to me, sir, as con¬ 
cerning Jaquenetta. The manner of it is, 1 
was taken with the manner. 

Ber. In what manner ? 200 

Cosf. In manner and form following, sir; 
all those three : I was seen with her in the 
manor-house, sitting with her upon the 
form, and taken following her into the 
park; which, put together, is in manner 
and form following. Now, sir, for the 
manner—it is the manner of a man to 
speak to a woman. For the form—in some 
form. 209 

Ber. For the following, sir ? 

Cost, As it shall follow in my correction ; 
and God defend the right! 

King, Will you hear this letter with 
attention ? 210 

Ber. As we would hear an oracle. 

Cost. Such is the simplicity of man to 
hearken after the flesh. 

King. [Reads] * Great deputy, the 
welkin’s vicegerent and sole dominator of 
Navarre, my soul’s earth’s god and body's 
fost’ring patron ’— 210 

Cosf. Not a word of Costard yet. 

K ing. [Reads] * So it is '— 

Cost, It may be so ; but if he say it is so, 
he is, in telling true, but so. 220 

King. Peace! 

Cosf. Be to me, and every man that 
dares not fight I 
King, No words 1 

Cost, Of other men’s secrets, I beseech 
you. 22, 

King. [Reads] ‘ So it is, besieged with 
sable-coloured melancholy, I did commend 
the black oppressing humour to the most 
wholesome physic of thy health-giving air ; 
and, as I am a gentleman, betook myself 
to walk, llie time When ? About the sixth 
hour; when beasts most graze, birds best 
peck, and men sit down to that nourish¬ 
ment which is called supper. So much for 
the time When. Now for the ground Which ? 
which, I mean, 1 walk’d upon ; it is ydeped 
thy park. Then for the place Where ? 
where, I mean, I did encounter that ob¬ 
scene and most prepost’rous event that 
draweth from my snow-white pen the ebon- 
coloured ink which here thou viewest, 
beholdest, surveyest, or seest. But to the 
place Where ? It standeth oorth-4iorth-east 



Scene 1] 

and by east from the west corner of thy 
curious-knotted garden. There did 1 see 
that low-spirited swain, that base minnow 
of thy mirth/ 237 

Cost Me ? 

King. ‘ that unlettered small-knowing 
soul>* 

Cost. Me ? 

King, ‘that shallow vassal/ 

Cost. Still me ? 

King. ' which, as 1 remember, hight 
Costard,' 

Cost. O, me! 244 

King. * sorted and consorted, contrary to 
thy established proclaimed edict and con¬ 
tinent canon; which, with, O. with—but with 
this I passion to say wherewith—' 

Cost. With a wench. 24s 

King* * with a child of our grandmother 
Eve, a female; or, for thy more sweet 
understanding, a woman. Him 1 , as my 
ever-esteemed duty pricks me on, have 
sent to thee, to receive the meed of punish¬ 
ment, by thy sweet Grace’s officer, Antony 
Dull, a man of good repute, carriage, 
bearing, and estimation.' 253 

Dull. Me, an't shall please you ; 1 am 
Antony Dull. 

K ing. ‘ For Jaquenetta—so is the 
weaker vessel called, which I appre¬ 
hended with the aforesaid swain —1 keep 
her as a vessel of thy law's fury ; and shall, 
at the least of thy sweet notice, bring her 
to trial. Thine, in all compliments of 
devoted and heart-burning heat of duty, 
Don Adriano de Armado.’ 

Ber. This is not so well as I look’d for, 
but the best that ever I heard. 2; i 

King. Ay, the best for the worst. But, 
sirrah, what say you to this ? 

Cost. Sir, 1 confess the wench. 

King. Did you hear the proclamation ? 
Cost. 1 do confess much of the hearing it, 
but little of the marking of it. . <>7 

King. It was proclaimed a year's im¬ 
prisonment to be taken with a wench. 

Cost. 1 was taken with none, sir; 1 was 
taken with a damsel, 271 

King. Well, it was proclaimed damsel. 
Cosh This was no damsel neither, sir; 
she was a virgin. 

King. It is so varied too, for it was 
proclaimed virgin. 

Cost, If it were, I deny her virginity ; I 
was taken with a maid. 27^ 

King. This ‘maid’ will not serve your 
turn, sir. 

Cost. This maid will serve my turn, sir. 
King. Sir, I will pronounce your sen¬ 
tence : you shall fast a week with bran and 
water. 

Cost, 1 had rather pray a month with 
mutton and porridge. 3S2 
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King. And Don Armado shall be your 
keeper. 

My Lord Berowne, see him delivered o'er; 
And go we, lords, to put in practice that 
Which each to other hath so strongly 
sworn. 

[Exeunt King, Longaville, and Dumain. 
Ber. I’ll lay my head to any good man’s 
hat 28 7 

These oaths and laws will prove an idle 
scorn. 

Sirrah, come on. 

Cost. I suffer for the truth, sir ; for true 
it is I was taken with Jaquenetta, and 
Jaquenetta :s a true girl; and therefore 
welcome the sour cup of prosperity I 
Affliction may one day smile again ; and 
till then, sit thee down, sorrow. [Exeunt, 

Scene II. The park. 

Enter Armado and Moth, his page. 

Arm. Boy, what sign is it when a man of 
great spirit grows melancholy ? 

Moth. A great sign, sir, that he wiU look 
sad. 

Arm. Why, sadness is one and the self¬ 
same thing, dear imp. 5 

Moffi. No, no; O Lord, sir, no I 
Arm. How canst thou part sadness and 
melancholy, my tender juvenal ? 

Moth. By a famUiar demonstration of the 
working, my tough signior. w 

Arm. Why tough signior ? Why tough 
signior ? 

Moth. Why tender juvenal ? W’^hy tender 
juvenal ? 

Arm. I spoke it, tender juvenal, as a con¬ 
gruent epitheton appertaining to thy young 
days, which we may nominate tender. 15 
Moth. And I, tough signior, as an apper- 
tinent title to your old time, which we may 
name tough. 

Arm. Pretty and apt. 

Moth. How mean you, sir ? I pretty, and 
my saying apt ? or I apt, and my saying 
pretty ? 20 

Arm. Thou pretty, because little. 

Moth. Little pretty, because little. 
Wherefore apt ? 

Arm. And therefore apt, because quick. 
Moth. Speak you this in my praise, 
master ? 

Arm. In thy condign praise. 25 

Moth. I will praise an eel with the same 
praise. 

Arm. What, that an eel is ingenious ? 
Moth, That an eel is quick. 

Arm. I do say thou art quick in answers ; 
thou heat'st my blood. 30 

Moth. 1 am answer’d, sir. 

Arm. I love not to be crocs'd. 

Mofft. [Aside] He speaks the mere con¬ 
trary : crosses love not him. 
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Arm. I have promised to study three 
years with the Duke. 

Moth. You may do it in an hour, sir. 

Arm. Impossible. 

Moth. How many is one thrice told ? 

Arm, I am ill at reck’ning ; it fitteth the 
spirit of a tapster. 

Moth. You are a gentleman and a 
gamester, sir, 

Ann. I confess both ; they are both the 
varnish of a complete man. 

Moth. Then I am sure you know how 
much the gross sum of deuce-ace amount; 
to. A 

Arm. It doth amount to one more than 
two. 

Moth. Which the base vulgar do call 
three. 

Arm. True. «. 

Moth. Why, sir, is this such a piece of 
study ? Now here is three studied ere ye’ll 
thrice wink ; and how easy it is to put 
' years * to the word ' three ’, and study 
three years in two words, the dancing horse 
will tell you. 

Arm. A most fine figure ! 

Modi. [Aside! To prov.^ you a cipher, s? 

Arm. 1 will hereupon confess 1 am in 
love. And as it is base for a soldier to love, 
so am 1 in love with a base wench. If 
drawing my sword against the humour of 
affection would deliver me from the repro¬ 
bate thought of it, 1 would take Desire 
prisoner, and ransom him to any French 
courtier for a new-devis’d curtsy. I think 
scorn to sigh ; methinks I should out-swear 
Cupid. Comfort me, boy ; what great men 
have been in love ? c. 

Moth. Hercules, master. 

Arm. Most sweet Hercules! More 

authority, dear boy, name more; and, 

sweet my child, let them be men of good 
repute and carriage. <>; 

Moth. Samson, master; he was a man of 
good carriage, great carriage, for he carried 
the town gates on his back like a porter ; 
and he was in love. 70 

Arm. O well-knit Samson ! strong-jointed 
Samson! I do excel thee in my rapier as 
much as thou didst me in carrying gates. 

I am in love too. Who was Samson’s love, 
my dear Moth ? 

Moth. A woman, master. 73 

Arm. Of what complexion ? 

Moth. Of all the four, or the three, or the 
two, or one of the four. 

Arm. Tell me precisely of what com¬ 
plexion. 

Moth. Of the sea-water green, sir. 

Arm. Is that one of the four complexions? 

Moth. As 1 have read, sir ; and the best; 
of them too. 

Arm. Green, indeed, is the colour of: 
lovers ; but to have a love of that colour, ■ 
170 


[Act 1 

methinks Samson had small reason for it. 
He surely affected her for her wit. K5 
Moth. It was so, sir ; for she had a green 
wit. 

Arm. My love is most immaculate white 
and red. 

Moth. Most maculate thoughts, master, 
are mask’d under such colours. 

Arm. Define, define, well-educated in¬ 
fant. 

Moth. My father’s wit and my mother’s 
tongue assist me I 

Ann. Sweet invocation of a child ; most 
pretty, and pathetical! 

Moth. If she be made of white and red, 
Her faults will ne'er be known : 
For blushing cheeks by faults arc bred. 
And fears by pale white shown. 
Then if she fear, or be to blame. 

By this you shall not know ; irni 
For still her cheeks possess the same 
Which native she doth owe. 

A dangerous rhyme, master, against the 
reason of white and red. 

Arm, Is there not a ballad, boy, of the 
King and the Beggar ? io(* 

Moth. The world was very guilty of sucli 
a ballad some three ages since ; but I think 
now ’tis not to be found ; or if it were, it 
would neither serve for the writing nor the 
tunc. no 

Arm. 1 will have th it subject newly writ 
o’er, that I may example my digression by 
some mighty precedetit. Boy, I do love 
that country girl that I took in the park 
with the rational hind Costard ; she de¬ 
serves well. 11» 

Moth. lAsidel To be whipt; and yet a 

better love than my master. 

Arm. Sing, boy ; my spirit grows heavy 
in love. 

Moth. And that's great marvel, loving a 
light wench. 

Ann. I say, sing. n i 

Moth. Forbear till this company be past. 

Enter Dull, Costard, and Jaquenetta. 

Dull. Sir, the Duke’s pleasure is that you 
keep Costard safe; and you must suffer 
him to take no delight nor no penance; 
but 'a must fast three days a week. For 
this damsel, I must keep her at the park; 
she is allow’d for the day-woman. Fare you 
well. 1 i s 

Arm. I do betray myself with blushing. 
Maid! 

Jaq. Man! 

Arm. I will visit thee at the lodge. 

Jaq. That's hereby. 

Arm. I know where it is situate. 130 
Jaq. Lord, how wise you are I 
Arm. I will tell thee wonders. 

Jaq. With that face ? 

Arm. 1 love thee. 
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Jaq. So 1 heard you say. 

Arm. And so, farewell. 

Jcui. Fair weather after you ! 

Dull. Come, Jaquenetta, away. 

[Exeunt Dull and Jaquenetta. 

Arm. Villain, thou shalt fast for tliy 
offences ere thou be pardoned. m 

Cfjsf. Well, sir, 1 hope when I do it I 
shall do it on a full stomach. 

Arm. Thou shalt be heavily punished. 

Cost. 1 am more bound to you than your 
fellows, for they are but lightly rewarded. 

Arm. Take away this villain *, shut him 

up. M'- 

Moth. Come, you transgressing slave, 
away. 

Cost. Let me not be pent up, sir; I will 
fast, being loose. 

Moth. No, sir ; that were fast and loose. 
Thou shalt to prison. 

Cost. Well, if ever I do see the merry days 
of desolation that I have seen, some shall 
see. 

Moth. What shall some sec ? i 

Cost. Nay, nothing. Master Moth, but 
what they look upon. It is not for prisoners 
to be too silent in their words, and there* 
fore 1 will say nothing. I thank God 1 have 
as little patience as another man, and 
therefore I can be quiet. i ; 

[Exeunt Moth and Costard. 

Ann. I do affect the very ground, which 
is base, where her shoe, which is baser, 
guided by her foot, which is basest, doth 
tread, 1 shall be forsworn—which is a great 
argument of falsehood—if I love. And how 
can that be true love which is falsely 
attempted ? Love is a familiar ; Love is a 
devil. There is no evil angel but Love. Yet 
was Samson so tempted, and he had an 
excellent strength ; yet was Solomon so 
seduced, and he had a very good wit. 
Cupid/s butt-shaft is loo hard for Hercules' 
club, and therefore too much odds for a 
Spaniard's rapier. The first and second 
cause w ill not serve my turn *, the passado 
he respects not, the duello he regards not; 
his disgrace is to be called boy, but his 
glory is to subdue men. Adieu, valour; 
rust, rapier; be still, drum; for your 
manager is in love ; yea, he loveth. Assist 
me. some extemporal god of rhyme, for I 
am sure 1 shall turn sonnet. Devise, wit; 
write, pen ; for I am for whole volumes 
in folio. [Exrl. 

ACT TWO 
Scene I. The park. 

Enter the Princess of France, mth three 

attending ladies, Rosaline, Maria, 

Katharine, Boyet, and two other Lords. 

Boyei. Now, madam, summon up your 
dearest spirits. 


Consider who the King your father sends, 
To whom he sends, and what's his embassy: 
Yourself, held precious in the world's 
esteem. 

To parley with the sole inheritor s 

Of all perfections that a man may owe, 
Matchless Navarre ; the plea of no less 
weight 

Than Aquitaine, a dowry for a queen. 

Be now as prodigal of all dear grace 
As Nature was in making grace?) dear, m 
When she did starve the general wo: Id 
beside 

And prodigally gave them all to you. 

Prin. Good Lord Boyet, my beauty, 
though but mean. 

Needs not the painted flourish of your 
praise. X4 

Beauty is bought by judgment of the eye, 
Not utt’red by base sale of chapmen's 
tongues; 

1 am less proud to hear you tell my 
worth 

Than you much willing to be counted wise 
In spending your wit in the praise of mine. 
But now to task the tasker: good Boyet, - > 
You are not ignorant all-tclling fame 
Doth noise abroad Navarre hath made a 
vow, 

Till painful study shall outwear three years, 
No woman may approach his silent court. 
Therefore to's seemeth it a needful course, 
Before we enter his forbidden gates, 

To know his pleasure; and in that behalf. 
Bold of your worthiness, we single you 
As our best-moving fair solicitor. 

Tell him the daughter of the King of 
France, .v> 

On serious business, craving quick dispatch. 
Importunes personal conference with his 
Grace. 

Haste, signify so much ; while we attend, 
Like humblc-visag'd suitors, his high will. 

Boy>et. Proud of employment, willingly 
I go. 35 

Prin. All pride is willing pride, and yours 
is so. [Exit Boyet. 

Who arc the votaries, my loving lords, 
That are vow-fellows with this virtuous 
duke ? 

1 Lord. Lord Longaville is one. 

Prin. Know you the man ? 

Mar. 1 know him, madam ; at a marriage 
feast, 40 

Between Lord Perigort and the beauteous 
heir 

Of Jaqiies Falconbridge, solemnized 
In Normandy, saw 1 this Longaville. 

A man of sovereign parts, peerLss esteem'd, 

Well fitted in arts, glorious in arms ; 45 

Nothing becomes him ill that he would 
well. 

The only soil of his fair virtue's gloss. 

If virtue's gloss will stain with any soil, 

171 
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Is a sharp wit match’d with to.»blunt a w 11 , 
Whose edge hath power to cut, whose w 1 
still wills 

It should none spare that come within his 
power. 

Prin. Some merry mocking lord, belike; 
is’t so ? 

Mar. They say so most that most his 
humours know. 

Prin. Such short-liv’d wits do wither as 
they grow. 

Who are the rest ? 

Kath. The young Dumain, a well- 
accomplish’d youth, 

Of all that virtue love for virtue loved; 
Most power to do most harm, least knowing 

ill; 

For he hath wit to make an ill shape good, 
And shape to win grace though he had no 
wit. 6< 

I saw him at the Duke Alencon’s once; 
And much too little of that good I saw 
Is my report to his great worthiness. 

Ros. Another of these students at that 
time 

Was there with him, if I have heard a 
truth. cs 

Berowne they call him ; but a merrier man, 
Within the limit of becoming mirth, 

I never spent an hour’s talk withal. 

His eye begets occasion for his wit, 

For every object that the one doth catch 70 
The other turns to a mirth-moving jest. 
Which his fair tongue, conceit’s expositor, 
Delivers in such apt and gracious words 
That aged ears play truant at his tales. 
And younger hearings are quite ravished; 
So sweet and voluble is his discourse. 

Prin. God bless my ladies I Are they all 
in love, 

That every one her own hath garnished 
With such bedecking ornaments of praise ? 

1 Lord. Here comes Boyct, 

Re-enter Boyet. 

Prin. Now, what admittance, lord ? 

Boyet. Navarre had notice of your fair 
approach, 

And he and his competitors in oath 
Were all address’d to meet you, gentle lady, 
Before I came. Marry, thus much I have 
learnt: 

He rather means to lodge you in the field. 
Like one that comes here to besiege his 
court, 86 

Than seek a dispensation for his oath, 

To let you enter his unpeopled house. 

[The ladies-in-^aiting mask. 

Enter King, Longaville, Dumain, 
Berowne, and Attendants. 

Here comes Navarre. 

King. Fair Princess, welcome to the 
court of Navarre* 90 


[Act 2 

Prin. ‘ Fair ' I give you back again ; and 
* welcome ’ I have not yet. The roof of this 
court is too high to be yours, and welcome 
to the wide fields too base to be mine. 

King. You shi 11 be welcome, madam, to 
my couit. 

Prin. I will be welcome then; conduct 
me thither. 95 

King. Hear me, dear lady : I have sworn 
an oath— 

Prin. Our Lady help my lord! He’ll be 
forsworn. 

King. Not for the world, fair madam, by 
my will. 

Prin. Why, will shaU break it; will, and 
nothing else. 

King. Your ladyship is ignorant what 
it is. 

Prin. Were my lord so, his ignorance 
were wise. 

Where now his knowledge must prove 
ignorance. 

I hear your Grace hath sworn out house¬ 
keeping. 

*Tis deadly sin to keep that oath, my lord. 
And sin to break it. 105 

But pardon me, lam too sudden bold ; 

To teach a teacher ill beseemeth me. 
Vouchsafe to read the purpose of my 
coming. 

And suddenly resolve me in my suit. 

(Giving a paper. 

King. Madam, I will, if suddenly 1 may. 

Prin. You will the sooner that I were 
away, 111 

For you’ll prove perjur’d if you make me 
stay. 

Ber. Did not 1 dance with you in 
Brabant once ? 

Kath. Did not I dance with you in 
Brabant once ? 114 

Ber. I know you did. 

Kath. How needless was it then to ask 
the question! 

Ber. You must not be so quick. 

Kath. ’Tis long of you, that spur me with 
such questions. 

Ber. Your wit’s too hot, it speeds too 
fast, ’twill tire. 

Kath. Not till it leave the rider in the 
mire. 120 

Ber. What time o’ day ? 

Kath. The hour that fools should ask. 

Ber. Now fair befall your mask I 

Kath. Fair fall the face it covers! 

Ber. And send you many lovers I 125 

Kath. Amen, so you be none. 

Ber. Nay, then will I be gone. 

King. Madam, your father here doth 
intimate 

The payment of a hundred thousand 

crowns; 

Being but the one half of an entire sum 130 
Disbursed by my father in his wars. 
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But say that he or we, as neither have, 
Receiv’d that sum, yet there remains 
unpaid 

A hundred thousand more, in surety of the 
which. 

One part of Aquitaine is bound to us, 13s 
Although not valued to the money’s worth. 
If then the King your father will restore 
But that one half which is unsatisfied, 

We will give up our right in Aquitaine, 
And hold fair friendship with his Majesty. 
But that, it seems, he little purposeth, xii 
For here he doth demand to have repaid 
A hundred thousand crowns; and not 
demands. 

On payment of a hundred thousand crowns. 
To have his title live in Aquitaine; 145 

Which we much rather had depart withal. 
And have the money by our father lent, 
Than Aquitaine so gelded as it is. 

Dear Princess, were not his requests so far 
From reason’s yielding, your fair self should 
make 150 

A yielding ’gainst some reason in my breast. 
And go well satisfied to France again. 
Prin, You do the King my father too 
much wrong. 

And wrong the reputation of your name. 

In so unseemhig to confess receipt 155 
Of that which hath so faithfully been paid. 

K ing. 1 do protest 1 never heard of it; 
And, if you prove it, I’ll repay it back 
Or yield up Aquitaine. 

Prin. We arrest your word, 

Boyet, you can produce acquittances 16c. 
For such a sum from special officers 
Of Charles his father. 

King. Satisfy me so, 

Boyet. So please your Grace, the packet 
is not come, u>i 

Where that and other specialties are bound; 
To-morrow you shall have a sight of them. 
King. It shall suffice me; at which 
interview 

All liberal reason 1 will yield unto. 
Meantime receive such welcome at my hand 
As honour, without breach of honour, may 
Make tender of to thy true worthiness. 170 
You may not come, fair Princess, within 
my gates; 

But here without you shall be so receiv’d 
As you shall deem yourself lodg’d in ray 
heart. 

Though so denied fair harbour in my house. 
Your own good thoughts excuse me, and 
farewell. 175 

To-morrow shall we visit you again. 

Prin. Sweet health and fair desires con¬ 
sort your Grace! 

King, Thy own wish wish I thee in every 
place. [Exfi with attendants. 

Bet. Lady, 1 will commend you to mine 
own heart* 

Ro$. Pray you, do my commendations; 


1 would be glad to see it. i s i 

Bet. 1 would you heard it groan. 

Ros. Is the fool sick ? 

Bcr. Sick at the heart. 

Ros. Alack, let it blood. 185 

Ber. Would that do it good ? 

Ros. My physic says ‘ ay ’. 

Ber. Will you prick’t with your eye ? 
Ros. No point, with my knife. 

Ber. Now, God save thy life ! 190 

Ros. And yours from long living! 

Ber. I cannot stay thanksgiving. 

[Retiring. 

Dum. Sir, I pray you, a word : what lady 
is that same ? 

Boyet. The heir of Alen^on, Katharine 
her name. hh 

Dum. A gallant lady I Monsieur, fare you 
well. [Hxd. 

Long. 1 beseech you a word : what is she 
in the white ? 

Boyet. A woman sometimes, an you saw 
her in the light. 

Long. Perchance light in the light. I desire 
her name. 

Boyet. She hath but one for herself; to 
desire that were a shame. 

Long. Pray you, sir, whose daughter ? 200 
Boyet. Her mother’s, 1 have heard. 

Long. God’s blessing on your beard I 
Boyet. Good sir, be not offended ; 

She is an heir of Falconbridge. 

Long. Nay, my cholcr is ended. 20.^ 
She is a most sweet lady. 

Boyet. Not unlike, sir; that may be. 

[Exit Longaville. 

Ber. What’s her name in the cap ? 

Boyet. Rosaline, by good hap, 

Ber. Is .she wedded or no ? 210 

Boyet. To her will, sir, or so. 

Ber. You arc welcome, sir ; adieu ! 
Boyel. Farewell to me, sir, and welcome 
to you. 

IHxil Berotvne. Ladies unmask. 
Mar. lliat last is Berowne, the merry 
mad-cap lord; ;i4 

Not a word with him but a jest. 

Boyet. And every jest but a word* 
Prin. It was well done of you to take him 
at his word. 

Boyet. 1 was as willing to grapple as he 
w^as to board. 

Kath. Two hot sheeps, marry ! 

Boyet. And wherefore not ships ? 

No sheep, sweet lamb, imless we feed on 
your lips. 

Kath. You sheep and I pasture—shall 
that finish the jest ? 220 

Boyet. So you grant pasture for me. 

[Offering to kiss her. 
Kath. Not so, gentle beast; 

My lips are no common, though several 
they be. 

Boyet. Belonging to whom ? 
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Kath, To my fortunes and me 

Prin. Good wits will be jangling; but 
gentles, agree; 

This civil war of wits were much better 
used 

On Navarre and his book-men, for here *ti: 
abused. 

Boyet. If my observation, which very 
seldom lies, 

By the heart's still rhetoric disclosed witi 
eyes, 

Deceive me not now, Navarre is infected. 

Priu, With what ? 

Boyet. With that which wc lovers entitle 
‘ affected 

Prin. Your reason ? 

Boyet. Why, all his behaviours did make 
their retire 

To the court of his eye, peeping thorough 
desire. 

His heart, like an agate, with your print 
impressed, 

Proud with his form, in his eye pride 
expressed ; 

His tongue, all impatient to speak and not 
see. 

Did stumble w'ith haste in his eyesight to 
be; 

All senses to that sense did make their 
repair, 

To feel only looking on fairest of fair. 

Methought all his senses were lock’d in his 
eye. 

As jewels in crystal for some prince to buy ; 

Who, tend'ring their own worth from where 
they were glass’d, 

Did point you to buy them, along as yo:i 
pass’d. 

His lace's own margent did quote such 
amazes • i -s 

That all eyes saw his eyes enchanted with 
gazes. 

rU give you Aquitaine and all that is his, 

An you give him for my sake but one 
loving kiss. 

Prin. Come, to our pavilion. Boyet is 
dispos’d. 

Boyet. But to speak that in words which 
his eye hath disclos’d ; 

I only have made a mouth of his eye, 

By adding a tongue which I know will not 
lie. 

Mar. Thou art an old love-monger, and 
speakest skilfully. 

Kath. He is Cupid's grandfather, and 
learns news of him. 

Ros. Then was Venus like her mother ; 
for her father is but grim. 

Boyet. Do you hear, my mad wenches ? 

Mar. No. 

Boyet. What, then ; do you see ? 

Mar. Ay, our way to be gone. 

Boyet. You are too hard for me. 

[Exeunt .! 


ACT THREE 
ScHNE I. The park. 

Enter Armado and Moth. 

Arm. Warble, child; make passionate 
my sense of hearing. 

fMol/i sings Concolinel. 

Arm. Sweet air ! Go, tenderness of years, 
take this key, give enlargement to the 
swain, bring him festinately hither ; I must 
employ him in a letter to my love. 

Moth. Master, will you win your love 
with a French brawl ? 

Arm. How meanest thou ? Brawling in 
French ? 

Moth. No, my complete master ; but to 
jig off a tune at the tongue's end, canary 
to it with your feet, humour it with turning 
up your eyelids, sigh a note and sing a note, 
sometime through the throat, as if you 
swallowed love with singing love, sometime 
through the nose, as if yon snuff'd up love 
by smelling love, with your hat penthousc- 
like o’er the shop of your eyes, with your 
arms cross’d on your thin-belly doublet, 
like a rabbit on a spit, or your hands in 
your pocket, like a man after the olil 
painting; and keep not too long in one 
tune, but a snip and away. These are 
complements, these are humours; these 
betray nice winches, that would be betrayed 
without these; and make them men of 
note—do you note me ?- that most are 
affected to these. . . 

Arm. How' hast thou purchased this 
experience ? 

Moth. By my penny of observation. 

Arm. But O—but O— 

Moth. The hobby-horse is forgot. 

Arm. Call’st thou my love ‘ hobby¬ 
horse ’ ^ 

Moth. No, master; the hobby-horse is 
but a colt, and your love perhaps a hackney. 
But have you forgot your love ? 

Arm. Almost I had. 

Moth. Negligent student! learn her by 
heart. 

Arm. By heart and in heart, boy. 

Motfr. And out of heart, master; all 
those three 1 will prove. 

Arm. What wilt thou prove ? 

Moth. A man, if I live ; and this, by, in, 
and without, upon the instant. By heart 
you love her, because your heart cannot 
come by her ; in heart you love her, because 
your heart is in love with her ; and out of 
heart you love her, being out of heart that 
you cannot enjoy her. 41 

Arm. I am all these three. 

Moth. And three times as much more, and 
yet nothing at all. 

Arm. Fetch hither the swain; he must 
carry me a letter. 45 


174 



LOVERS LABOUR’S LOST 


Scene 1] 

Moth, A message well sympathiz'd —h 
horse to be ambassador for an ass. 

Arm. Ha, ha, what sayest thou ? 

Moth, Marry, sir, you must send the ass 
upon the horse, for he is very slow-gaited. 
But 1 go. so 

Arm. The way is but short; away. 

Moth, As swift as lead, sir. 

Arm. The meaning, pretty ingenious ? 

Is not lead a metal heavy, dull, and slow? 

Moth. Minime, honest master ; or rather, 
master, no. ss 

Arm, 1 say lead is slow. 

Moth. You are too swift, sir, to say so : 
Is that lead slow which is fir’d from a 
gun ? 

Arm. Sweet smoke of rhetoric ! 

He reputes me a cannon ; and the bullet, 
that’s he ; so 

I shoot thee at the swain. 

Moth. Thump, then, and I flee. (Exh. 

Arm. A most acute juvenal; volable and 
free of grace ! ■ i 

By thy favour, sweet welkin, I must sigh 
in thy face ; 

Most rude melancholy, valour gives thee 
place. 

My herald is return’d. 

Re-enter Moth with Costard. 

Moth. A wonder, master! here’s a 
costard broken in a shin. <> 

Arm. Some enigma, some riddle ; come, 
thy 1’envoy ; btgin. 

Cosh No egma, no riddle, no ^en^’oy ; no 
salve in the mail, sir. O, sir, plantain, a 
plain plantain ; no ren>’oy, no I’envoy ; no 
salve, sir, but a planta'n ! 

Arm. By virtue thou cnforcest laughter ; 
thy silly thought, my spleen; the heaving 
of my lungs provokes me to ridiculous 
smiling. O, pardon me, my stars! Doth tlr: 
inconsiderate take salve for 1'envoy, and 
the word ‘ 1’envoy ’ for a salve ? 7< 

Moth. Do the wise think them other ? Is 
not I'envoy a salve ? 

Arm. No, page; it is an epilogue or 
discourse to make plain 
Some obscure precedence that hath tofore 
been sain. 

I will example it: 

Ihe fox, the ape, and the humble- 
bee, r<> 

Were still at odds, being but three. 
There’s the moral. Now the I’envoy. 

Moth, 1 will add the I'envoy. Say the 
moral again. 

Arm. The fox, the ape, and the humble- 
bee, i 

Were still at odds, being but three 

Moth. Until the goose came out of door, 
And stay'd the odds by adding four. 
Now will I begin your moral, and do you 
follow with my I'envoy. 


The fox, the ape, and the humble- 
bee. 

Were still at odds, being hut three. 
Arm. Until the goose came out of door, 
Staying the odds by adding four. 
Moth. A good I’envoy, ending in the 
goose ; would you desire more ? 

Cost. The boy hath sold him a bargain, 
a goose, that's flat. 05 

Sir, your pennyworth is good, an your 
goose he fat. 

To sell a bargain well is as cunning as fast 
and loose ; 

Let me see : a fat I'envoy ; ay, that’s a fat 
goose. 

Arm. Come hither, come hither. How 
did this argument begin ? 

Moth. By saying that a costard was 
broken in a shin. 100 

Then call’d you for the I’envoy. 

Cost, True, and 1 for a plantain. Thus 
came your argument in ; 

Then the boy’s fat I’envoy, the goose that 
you bought; 

And he ended the market. 

Arm. But tell me : how was there a 
costard broken in a shin ? i o i 

Moth. 1 will tell you sensibly. 

Cost. Thou hast no feeling of it, Moth ; I 
will speak that i'envoy. 

I, Costard, running out, that was safely 
within, 11 > 

Fell over the threshold and broke my shin 
Arm. We will talk no more of this matter. 
Cost. Till there be more matter in the 
shin. 

Arm. Sirrah Costard, I will enfranchise 
thee. 1 1 4 

Cost. O, marry me to one Frances! I 
smell some I’envoy, some goose, in this. 

Arm. By my sweet soul, I mean setting 
thee r*t liberty, enfreedoming thy person ; 
thou wert immured, restrained, captivated, 
bound. 

Cost. Truu, true; and now you will be 
my purgation, and let me loose. 1 ?.x 

Arm. 1 give thee thy liberty, set thee 
from durance ; and, in lieu thereof, impose 
on thee nothing but this: bear this 
significant [giring a letter] to the country 
maid jaquenetta ; there is remuneration, 
for the best ward of mine honour is reward¬ 
ing my dependents. Moth, follow. lExiL 
Math. Like the sequel, 1 . Signior 
Costard, adieu. 127 

Cost. My sweet ounce of man’s flesh, my 
iiicony Jew ! [Ext! Moth. 

Now' will I look to his remuneration. 
Remuneration I O, that’s the Latin word 
for three farthings. Three farthings— 
remuneration. ‘ What’s the price of this 
inkle ? ’—* One penny,’—‘ No, I’ll give you 
a remuneration.' Wh'/, it carries it. Re¬ 
muneration! Why, it is a fairer name 
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than French crown. I will never buy and 
sell out of this word. J3 i 

Enter Berowne. 

Bcr. My good knave Costard, exceed¬ 
ingly well met I *35 

Cost Pray you, sir, how much carnation 
ribbon may a man buy for a remuneration ? 
Bcr. What is a remuneration ? 

Cost. Marry, sir, halfpenny farthing. 

Bcr. Why, then, three-farthing worth of 
silk. 140 

Cost. I thank your worship. God be wi’ 
you! 

Bcr. Stay, slave ; I must employ thee. 
As thou wilt win my favour, good my knave, 
Do one thing for me that 1 shall entreat. 
Cost. When would you have it done, sir ? 
Bcr. This afternoon, i4f> 

Cost. Well, 1 will do it, sir ; fare you well. 
Bcr. Thou knowest not what it is. 

Cosi. I shall know, sir, when I have 
done it. 

Bcr. Why, villain, thou must know first. 
Cost. 1 will come to your worship to¬ 
morrow morning. 15* 

Bcr. It must be done this afternoon. 
Hark, slave, it is but this ; 

The Princess comes to hunt here in the 
park, 

And in her train there is a gentle lady ; 155 
When tongues speak sweetly, then they 
name her name. 

And Ro aline they call her. Ask for her, 
And to her white hand see thou do com¬ 
mend 

This seal'd-up counsel. There's thy 
guerdon; go. [Giving him a shilling. 
Cost. Garden, O sweet garden I better 
than remuneration; a 'levcn-pence farthing 
better ; most sweet garden ! I will do it, 
sir, in print. Garden—remuneration! [Exit. 
Ber. And I, forsooth, in love; I, that 
have been love's whip ; 

A very beadle to a humorous sigh ; 105 

A critic, nay, a night-watch constable; 

A domineering pedant o'er the boy. 

Than whom no mortal so magnificent I 
This wimpled, whining, purblind, wayward 
boy, 

This sen or-jun'or, giant-dwarf, Dan 
Cupid; 170 

Regent of love-rhymes, lord of folded arms, 
Th' anointed sovereign of sighs and groans, 
Liege of all loiterers and malcontents. 
Dread prince of plackets, king of codpieces. 
Sole imperator, and great general 375 

Of trotting paritors. O my little heart 1 
And I to be a corporal of his field. 

And wear his colours like a tumbler’s hoop I 
What! I love, I sue, I seek a wife— 

A woman, that is like a German clock, 180 
Still a-repairing, ever out of frame, 

And never going aright, being a watch, I 
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But being watch'd that it may still go 
right I 

Nay, to be perjur’d, which is worst of all; 
And, among three, to love the worst of all, 
A whitely wanton with a velvet brow, 186 
With two pitch balls stuck in her face for 
eyes; 

Ay, and, by heaven, one that will do the 
deed. 

Though Argus were her eunuch and her 
guard. 

And I to sigh for her! to watch for her ! 190 
To pray for her ! Go to ; it is a plague 
lhat Cupid will impose for my neglect 
Of his almighty dreadful little might. 

Well, I will love, write, sigh, pray, sue, and 
groan: 194 

Some men must love my lady, and some 
Joan. [Exit. 

ACT FOUR 
Scene I. The park. 

Enter the Princess, Rosaline, Maria, 

Katharine, Boyet, Lords, Attendants, 

and a Forester. 

Prin. Was that the King that spurr’d his 
horse so hard 

Against the steep-up rising of the hill ? 

Boyet. I know not; but I think it was 
not he. 

Prin. Whoe'er ’a was, ’a show'd a 
mounting mind. 

Well, lords, to-day we shall have our 
dispatch; 5 

On Saturday we will return to France. 
Then, forester, my friend, where is the bush 
That we must stand and play the murderer 
in ? 

For. Hereby, upon the edge of yonder 
coppice; 

A stand where you may make the fairest 
shoot, 10 

Prin, 1 thank my beauty I am fair that 
shoot. 

And thereupon thou speak’st the fairest 
shoot. 

For. Pardon me, madam, for I meant 
not so. 

Prin. What, what ? First praise me, and 
again say no ? 

O short-liv’d pride 1 Not fair ? Alack for 
woe I 15 

For. Yes, madam, fair. 

Prin. Nay, never paint me now ; 

Where fair is not, praise cannot mend the 
brow. 

Here, good my glass, take this for telling 
true: [Giving him money. 

Fair payment for foul words is more than 
due. 

For. Nothing but fair is that which you 
inherit. 20 
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Scene 1] 

Prin. See» see, my beauty will be sav’d 
by merit. 

O heresy in fair, fit for these days! 

A giving hand, though foul, shall have fair 
praise. 

But come, the bow. Now mercy goes to kill. 
And shooting well is then accounted ill; .15 
'JThus will I save my credit in the shoot: 
Not wounding, pity would not let me do*t; 
If wounding, then it was to show my skill, 
That more for praise than purpose meant 
to kill. 

And, out of question, so it is sometimes : 30 
Glory grows guilty of detested crimes. 
When, for fame’s sake, for praise, an out¬ 
ward part. 

We bend to that the working of the heart; 
As I for praise alone now seek to spill 
The poor deer’s blood that my heart means 
no ill. 35 

Boyd. Do not curst wives hold that self¬ 
sovereignty 

Only for praise sake, when they strive to be 
Lords o’er their lords ? 

Prin. Only for praise ; and praise w e may 
af/V>rd 

To any lady that subdues a lord. 40 

Enter Costard. 

Boyet, Here comes a member of the 
commonwealth. 

Cost, God dig-you-den all! Pray you, 
which is the head lady ? 

Prin, Thou shalt know her, fellow, by the 
rest that have no heads. 4*^ 

Cost, Which is the greatest lady, the 
highest ? 

Prin, The thickest and the tallest. 

Cost. The thickest and the tallest! It is 
so ; truth is truth. 

An your waist, mistress, were as slender as 
my wit. 

One o’ these maids’ girdles for your waist 
should be fit. 50 

Are not you the chief woman ? You are the 
thickest here. 

Prin, What's your will, sir ? What’s 
your will ? 

Cost. I have a letter from Monsieur 
Berowne to one Lady Rosaline. 

Prin, O, thy letter, thy letter! He's a 
good friend of mine. 

Stand aside, good bearer. Boyet, you can 
carve. 55 

Break up this capon. 

Boyet, I am bound to serve. 

This letter is mistook ; it impocteth none 
here. 

It is writ to Jaquenetta. 

Prin. We will read it, I swear. 

Break the neck of the wax, and every one 
give ear. 

Boyet. [Reads] ‘ By heaven, that thou art 
fair is most infallible; true that thou art 


beauteous; truth itself that thou art 
lovely. More fairer than fair, beautiful than 
beauteous, tnier than truth itself, have 
commiseration on thy heroical vassal. The 
magnanimous and most illustrate king 
Cophetua set eye upon the pernicious and 
indubitate beggar Zenelophon; and he it 
was that might rightly say, ‘ Veni, vidi, 
vici'; which to annothanize in the vulgar, 
—O base and obscure vulgar !—videlicet. 
He came, saw, and overcame. He came, one; 
saw, two: overcame, three. Who came ?— 
the king. Why did he come ?—to see. Why 
did he see ?—to overcome. To whom came 
he ?—to the beggar. What saw he ?—the 
beggar. Who overcame he ?—the beggar. 
The conclusion is victory; on whose side ?— 
the king’s. The captive is enrich’d; on whose 
side ?—the beggar’s. The catastrophe 
is a nuptial; on whose side ?—the king’s. 
No, on both in one, or one in both. 1 am 
the king, for so stands the comparison ; 
thou the beggar, for so witnesseth thy 
lowliness. Shall I command thy love ? I 
may. Shall I enforce thy love ? 1 could. 
Shall 1 entreat thy love ? I will. What 
shalt thou exchange for rags ?—robes, for 
tittles ?—titles, for thyself ?—me. Thus 
expecting thy reply, I profane my lips on 
thy foot, my eyes on thy picture, and 
my heart on thy every part. 

Thine in the dearest design of industry, 
Don Adriano de Armado.’ bo 

‘ Thus dost thou hear the Ncmean lion roar 
'Gainst thee, thou lamu that standest as 
his prey; 

Submissive fall his princely feet before, 
And he from forage will incline to play. 
But if thou strive, poor soul, what art thou 
then ? 85 

Food for his rage, repasture for his den.’ 

Prin. What plume of feathers is he that 
indited this letter ? 

What vane ? What weathercock ? Did 

you ever hear better ? 

Boyet. 1 am much deceived but I remem¬ 
ber the style. 

Prin. Else your memory is bad, going 
o’er it crewhile. yo 

Boyet, This Armado is a Spaniard, that 

keeps here in court; 

A phantasime, a Monarcho, and one that 
makes sport 

To the Prince and his book-mates. 

Prin, Thou fellow, a word. 

Who gave thee this letter ? 

Cost. I told you : my lord. 

Prin. To whom shouldst thou give it ? 
Cost. From my lord to my lady. 

Prin. From which lord to which lady ? 
Cost. From my Lord Berowne, a good 
master of mine, 97 

To a lady of France that he call’d Rosaline. 
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Prin. Thou hast mistaken his letter. 
Come, lords, away. 

[To Rosaline] Here, sweet, put up this; 
Twill be thine another day. 

[Exeimt Princess and Train. 

Boyel. Who is the shooter ? who is the 
shooter ? 

Ros. Shall 1 teach you to know ? 

Boyet. Ay, my continent of beauty. 

Ros. Why, she that bears tbe bow. 
Finely put off! 

Boyet. My lady goes to kill horns ; but, 
if thou marry. 

Hang me by the neck, if horns that year 
miscarr>\ 

Finely put on ! 

Ros. Well then, I am the shooter. 

Boyet. And who is your deer ? 

Ros. If we choose by the horns, voiirsclf 
come not near. 

Finely put on indeed ! 

Mm. You still wrangle with her, Boyet, 
and she strikes at the brow. no 

Boyet. But she hersell is hit lower. Have 
I hit her now’ ? 

Ros. Shall I come upon thee with an old 
saying, that was a man when King Pepin 
of France was a little boy, as touching the 
hit it ? 111 

Boyet. So I may answer thee with one as 
old, that was a woman when Queen 
Guinever of Britain was a little wench, as 
touching the hit it. 

Ros. [Singing] 

Thou canst not hit it, hit it, hit it, 
Thou canst not hit it, my good man. 

Boyet. An 1 cannot, cannot, cannot, <• 
An I cannot, another can. 

(Exeunt Rosaline and Katharin' 

Cost. By my troth, most pleasant i How 
both did fit it! 

Mar. A mark marvellous well shot; for 
they both did hit it. 

Boyet. A mark ! O, mark hut that mark ! 
A mark, says my lady ! 

Let the mark have a prick in’t, to mete at, 
•f it may be. 

Mar. Wide o’ the bow-hand ! F faith 
your hand is out. 

Cost. Indeed, ’a must shoot nearer, or 
he’ll ne’er hit the clout. 

Boyet. An if my hand be out, then belike 
your hand is in. 

Cost. Then w’ilJ she get the upslioot by 
cleaving the pin. 

Mar. Come, come, you talk greasily; your 
lips grow foul. 

Cost. She’s too hard for you at pricks, 
sir ; challenge her to bowl. 

Boyet. I fear too much rubbing; good¬ 
night, my good ow’l. 

[Exeunt Boyet and Maria. 

Cost. By my soul, a swain, a most simple 
clown! 


Lord, Lord ! how the ladies and I have put 
him down! 

O’ my troth, most sweet jests, most incony 
vulgar wit! 135 

When it comes so smoothly off, so obscene¬ 
ly, as it were, so fit. 

Armado a th’ t’one side—O, a most dainty 
man I 

To see him walk before a lady and to bear 
her fan! 

To see him kiss his hand, and how most 
sweetly ’a will swear ! 

And his page a t’ other side, that handful 
of wit! c4‘> 

Ah, heavens, It is a most pathetical nit! 
Sola, sola ! [Exit Costard. 

SciiNK II. The park. 

From the shooting within, enter IIolofernes, 
Sir Nathaniel, and Dull. 

Nath. Very reverent sport, truly ; and 
done in the testimony of a good con¬ 
science. 

Hoi. The deer was, as you know, sanguis, 
in blood ; ripe its tlie pomewater, who now 
hangeth like a jewel in the car of catio, the 
sky, the welkin, the heaven ; and anon 
talleth like a crab on the face of terra, the 
soil, the land, the earth. 

Nath. Iruly, Master Holofernes, the 
epithets are sweetly varied, like a scholar 
at the least; but, sir, I assure ye it was a 
buck of tlie first head. 

Hoi. Sir Nathaniel, hand credo. 10 

Dull. ’Twas not a hand credo ; 'twas a 
pricket. 

Hoi. Most barbarous intimation ! yet a 
kind of insinuation, as it were, in via, in 
way, of explication ; facerc, as it were, 
replication, or rather, ostentare, to show, 
as it were, his inclination, after his un¬ 
dressed, unpolished, uneducated, unpriincd, 
untrained, or rather unlettered, or ratherest 
unconfirmed fashion, to insert again my 
baud credo for a deer. 17 

Dull. I said the deer was not a hand 
credo ; 'twas a pricket. 

Hoi. Twice-sod simplicity, bis coctus! 
O thou monster Ignorance, how deformed 
dost thou look ! 21 

Nath. Sir, he hath never fed of the 
dainties that are bred in a book ; 
He hath not eat papcT, as it were ; he hath 
not drunk ink; his intellect is not re¬ 
plenished ; he is only an animal, only 
sensible in the duller parts ; 25 

And such barren plants are set before us 
that we thankful should be— 
Which we of taste and feeling are—for 
those parts that do fructify in us 
more than he. 

For as it would ill become me to be vain, 
indiscreet, or a fool. 
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So, were there a patch set on learning, to 
see him in a school. 

But, omne bene, say 1, being of an okl 
father's mind: 

Many can brook the weather that love not 
the wind. 

Dull. You two are book-men : can you 
tell me by your wit 

What was a month old at Cain's birth 
that’s not five weeks old as yet ? 
Hoi. Dictynna, goodman Dull ; Dic- 
tynna, goodman Dull. 

Dull. What is Dictynna ? 

Nath. A title to Phiebe, to Luna, to the 
moon. 

Hoi. The moon was a month old when 
Adam was no more, 

And raught not to five weeks when he came 
to five-score. 

Th’ allusion holds in the exchange. 

Dull. 'Tis true, indeed ; the collusion 
holds in the exchange. 

Hoi. God comfort thy capacity! I say 
th' allusion holds in the exchange. 

Dull. And I say the polusion holds in the 
exchange ; for the moon is never but a 
month old; and 1 say, beside, that 'twas a 
pricket that tlie Princess kill'd. 4 

Hoi. Sir Nathaniel, will you hear an 
extemporal epitaph on the death of the 
deer? And, to humour the ignorant, call 
the deer the Princess kill’d a pricket. 

Nath. Perge, good Master Holofernes, 
perge, so it shall please you to abrogate 
scurrility. i 

Hoi. I will something affect the letter, for 
it argues facility. 

The proyfiil Princess pierc’d and prick'd 
a pretty pleasing pricket. 

Some say a sore ; but not a sore 
till now made sore with shooting. 

The dogs did yell; put el to sore, 
then sorel jumps from thicket— 

Or pricket sore, or else sorel; 

the people fall a-hooting. 

If sore be sore, then L to sore 
makes fifty sores o’ sorel. 

Of one sore I an hundred make 
by adding but one more L. 

Nath. A rare talent I 

Dull [Aside] If a talent be a claw, look 
how he claws him with a talent. 

HoL This is a gift that 1 have, simple, 
simple; a foolish extravagant spirit, full 
of forms, figures, shapes, objects, ideas, 
apprehensions, motions, revolutions. These 
are begot in the ventricle of memory, 
nourish’d in the womb of pia mater, and 
delivered upon the mellowing of occasion. 
But the gift is good in those in whom it is 
acute, and 1 am thankful for it. »> 

Nath. Sir, I praise the Lord for you. and 
so may my parishioners; for their sons 


are well tutor'd by you, and their daughters 
profit very greatly under you. You are a 
good member of the commonwealth, rs 

Hoi. Mehercle, if their sons be ingenious, 
they shall want no instruction ; if their 
daughters be capable, 1 will put it lo them ; 
but, vir sapit qui pauca loquitur. A soul 
feminine saluteth us. 77 

Enter jAQUENriXTA and Costard. 

Jaq. God give you good morrow, Master 
Person. 

Hoi. Master Person, quasi pers-one. And 
if one should be pierc’d, which is the 
one ? 

Cost. Marry, Master Schoolmaster, he 
that is likest to a hogshead. s:: 

Hoi. Piercing a hogshead! A good 
lustre of conceit in a turf of earth ; fire 
enough for a flint, pearl enough for a swine ; 
’tis pretty ; it is well. 

Jaq. Good Master Parson, be so good as 
read me this letter ; it w'as given me by 
Costard, and sent me from Don Armado. I 
beseech you read it. ss 

Hoi. Fauste, precor gelida quando pecus 
omne sub umbra 
Ruminat— 

and so forth. Ah, good old Mantuan ! I 
may speak of thee as the traveller doth of 
Venice: ,i 

Venetia, Venetia, 

Chi non ti vede, non ti pretia. 

Old Mantuan, old Mantuan Who under- 
standeth thee not, loves thee not— 

Ut, re, sol, la, mi, fa. 

Under pardon, sir, what are the contents ? 
or rather as Horace says in his—What, ray 
soul, verses ? 

Nath. Ay, sir, and very learned. 

Hoi. Let me hear a staff, a stanze, a verse; 
Lege, domine. 

Nath. [Reads] ' If love make me forsw’orn, 
how shall 1 swear to love ? hk. 

Ah, never faith could hold, if not to 
beauty vowed ! 

Though to myself forsworn, to thee I’ll 
faithful prove ; 

Those thoughts to me were oaks, to thee 
like osiers bowed. 

Study his bias leaves, and makes his book 
thine eyes. 

Where all those pleasures live that art 
would comprehend. 105 

If knowledge be the mark, to know thee 
shall suffice; 

Well learned is that tongue that w'el! 
can thee commend ; 

All ignorant that soul that sees thee 
without wonder; 

Which is to me some praise that I thy 
parts admire. 

Thy eye Jove’s lightning bears, thy voice 
his dreadful thunder, no 

179 



LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST 

Which, not to anger bent, is music and 
sweet fire. 

Celestial as thou art, O. pardon love this 
wrong, 

That singes heaven’s praise with such an 
eartlily tongue.' 

Hoi. You find not the apostrophas, and so 
miss the accent: let me supervise the 
canzonet. Here are only numbers ratified ; 
but, for the elegancy, facility, and golden 
cadence of poesy, caret. Ovidius Naso was 
the man. And why, indeed, ‘ Naso * but for 
smelling out the odoriferous flowers of 
fancy, the jerks of invention ? Iniitari is 
nothing: so doth the hound his master, 
the ape his keeper, the tired horse his rider. 
But, damoselia virgin, was this directed to 
you ? 

Jaq. Ay, sir, from owe Monsieur Berovvne, 
one of the strange queen’s lords. 

Hoi, 1 will overglance the superscript: 
* To the snow-white hand of the most 
beauteous Lady Rosaline*. I will look 
again on the intellect of the letter, for the 
nomination of the party writing to the 
person written unto : ‘ Your Ladyship’s in 
all desired employment, Berownc’. Sir 
Nathaniel, this Berowne is one of the 
votaries with the King ; and here he hath 
framed a letter to a sequent of the stranger 
queen's which accidentally, or by the way 
of progression, hath miscarried. Trip and 
go, my sweet; deliver this paper into the 
royal hand of the King; it may concern 
much. Stay not thy compliment; I forgive 
thy duty. Adieu. 135 

Jaq, Good Costard, go with me. Sir, God 
save your life! 

Cost Have with thee, my girl. 

[Exeunt Costard and Jacfuenetta. 

Nath, Sir, you have done this in the fear 
of God, very religiously ; and, as a certain 
father saith 13 

Hoi, Sir, tell not me of the father ; I do 
fear colourable colours. But to return to 
the verses: did they please you, Sir 
Nathaniel 7 

Nath, Marvellous weU for the pen. 143 

Hoi, I do dine to-day at the father’s of a 
certain pupil of mine; where, if, before 
repast, it shall please you to gratify the 
table with a grace, I will, on my privilege 
I have with the parents of the foresaid 
child or pupil, undertake your ben venuto; 
where I will prove those verses to be very 
unlearned, neither savouring of poetry, 
wit, nor invention. I beseech your 
society. 350 

Nath, And thank you too; for society, 
saith the text, is the happiness of life. 

Hoi, And certes, the text most infallibly 
concludes it. [To Dull] S r, 1 do invite you 
too; you shall not say me nay: piuca 
verba. Away; the gentles are at their 
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game, and we will to our recreation. iso 

[Exeunt, 

Scene III. The park. 

Enter Berowne, with a paper in his hand, 
alone, 

Ber, The King he is hunting the deer: 1 
am coursing myself. They have pitch’d a 
toil: 1 am toiling in a pitch—^pitch that 
defiles. Defile! a foul word. Well, ‘ set 
thee down, sorrow! ’ for so they say the 
fool said, and so say I, and I am the fool. 
Well proved, wit. By the Lord, this love 
is as mad as Ajax : it kills sheep ; it kills 
me —1 a sheep. Well proved again o’ my 
side. 1 will not love ; if I do, hang me. 1 * 
faith, 1 will not. O, but her eye 1 By this 
light, but for her eye, 1 would not love her 
—yes for her two eyes. Well, I do nothing 
in the world but lie, and lie in my throat. 
By heaven, I do love; and it hath taught 
me to rhyme, and to be melancholy ; and 
here is part of my rhyme, and here my 
melancholy. Well, she hath one o’ my 
sonnets already ; the clown bore it, the 
fool sent it, and the lady hath it: sweet 
clowm, sweeter fool, sweetest lady I By the 
world, 1 would not care a pin if the other 
three were in. Here comes one with a 
paper; God give him grace to groan I 17 
[Climbs into a tree. 

Enter the King, with a paper. 

King, Ay me! 

Ber, Shot, by heaven 1 Proceed, sweet 
Cupid; thou hast thump’d him with 
thy bird-bolt under the left pap. In faith, 
secrets 1 .:i 

King, [Reads] 

‘ So sweet a kiss the golden sun gives not 
To those fresh morning drops upon the 
rose. 

As thy eye-beams, when their fresh rays 
have smote 

The night of dew that on my cheeks down 
flows; 35 

Nor shines the silver moon one half so 
bright 

Through the transparent bosom of the deep, 
As doth thy face through tears of mine give 
light. 

Thou shiii’st in every tear that 1 do weep; 
No drop but as a coach doth carry thee ; 30 
So ridest thou triumphing in my woe. 

Do but behold the tears that swell in me, 
And they thy glory through my grief will 
show. 

But do not love thyself; then thou wilt 
keep 

My tears for glasses, and still make me 
weep. 35 

O queen of queens I how far dost thou excel 
No thought can think nor tongue of mortal 
tell.’ 
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How shall she know my griefs ? I'll drop 
the paper— 

Sweet leaves, shade folly. Who Is he comes 
here ? [Steps aside. 

Enter Longaville, with a paper . 

What, Longaville, and reading! Listen, ear. 

Ber . Now, in thy likeness, one more fool 
appear! 41 

Long. Ay me, I am forsworn! 

Ber. Why, he comes in like a perjure, 

wearing papers. 

King. In love, I hope ; sweet fellowship 
in shame! 15 

Ber. One drunkard loves another of the 
name. 

Long. Am 1 the first that have been 
perjur'd so ? 

Ber . 1 could put thee in comfort: not 
by two that I know ; 

Thou makest the triumviry, the corner-cap 
of society. 

The shape of Love's Tyburn that hangs up 
simplicity. 5« 

Long . 1 fear these stubborn lines lack 
power to move. 

O sweet Maria, empress of my love ! 

These numbers will I tear, and wTite in 
prose. 

Ber. O, rhymes are guards on wanton 
Cupid's hose: 

Disfigure not his slop. 

Long. This same shall go. 55 

(He reads the sonnet. 

* Did not the heavenly rhetoric of thine eye, 

'Gainst whom the world cannot hold argu¬ 
ment, 

Persuade my heart to this false perjury ? 

Vows for thee broke deserve not punish¬ 
ment. 

A woman I forswore ; but I will prove, 60 

Thou being a goddess, I forswore not thee: 

My vow was earthly, thou a heavenly love; 

I’hy grace being gain'd cures all disgrace 
in me. 

Vows are but breath, and breath a vapour 
is; 

Then thou, fair sun, which on my earth 
dost shine, 65 

Exhal'st this vapour-vow ; in thee it is. 

If broken, then it is no fault of mine ; 

If by me broke, what fool is not so 
wise 

To lose an oath to win a paradise ? ' 

Ber. This is the liver-vein, which makes 
flesh a deity, 70 

A green goose a goddess—pure, pure 
idolatry. 

God amend us, God amend I We are much 
out o' th' way. 

Enter Dumain, with a paper. 

Long. By whom shall 1 send this ?— 
Company 1 Stay. [Steps aside. 


Ber. ‘ All hid, all hid '—an old infant 
play. 

Like a demigod here sit I in the sky, 75 

And wretched fools' secrets heedfully 
o'er-eye. 

More sacks to the mill 1 O heavens, I have 
my wish I 

Dumain transformed I Four woodcocks in 
a di.sh! 

Dum. O most divine Kate I 

Ber. O most profane coxcomb ! 80 

Dum. By heaven, the wonder in a mortal 
eye! 

Ber. By earth, she is not, corporal; tliere 
you lie. 

Dum. Her amber hairs for foul hath 
amber quoted. 

Ber. An amber-colour’d raven was well 
noted. 

Dum. As upright as the cedar. 

Ber. Stoop, I say ; 83 

Her shoulder is with child. 

Dum. As fair as day. 

Ber. Ay, as some days ; but then no sun 
must shine. 

Dum. O that 1 had my wish ! 

Long. And I had mine I 

King. And I mine too, good Lord ! 

Ber. Amen, so 1 had mine! Is not that a 
good word ? yo 

Dum. 1 would forget her; but a fever 
she 

Reigns in my blood, and will rememb'red 
be. 

Ber. A fever in your blood ? Why, then 
incision 

Would let her out in saucers. Sweet mis¬ 
prision ! 

Dum. Once more I'll read the ode that I 
have writ. 95 

Ber. Once more I'll mark how love can 
vary wit. 

Dum. [Reads] 

‘ On a day—alack the day !— 

Love, whose month is ever May, 

Spied a blossom passing fair 
Playing in the wanton air. 100 

Through the velvet leaves the wind, 
All unseen, can passage find ; 

That the lover, sick to death, 

Wish’d himself the heaven's breath. 

“ Air," quoth he *' thy cheeks may 
blow; 103 

Air, would I might triumph so ! 

But, alack, my hand is sworn 
Ne'er to pluck thee from thy thorn ; 
Vow, alack, for youth unmeet. 

Youth so apt to pluck a sweet. no 

Do not call it sin in me 
That I am forsworn for thee ; 

Thou for whom Jove would swear 
Juno but an Ethiope were; 

And deny himself for Jove, 115 

Turning mortal for thy love."' 

x8i 
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This will 1 send ; and something else more 
plain 

That shall express my true love's fasting 
pain. 

O, would the King, Berowne and Longavillc 
Were lovers too ! Ill, to example ill, « < 
Would from my forehead wipe a perjur’d 
note; 

For none offend where all alike do dote. 

Long. [Advancing] Dumain. thy love is far 
from charity. 

That in love’s grief desir’st society ; 

You may look pale, but I should blush, I 
know, : -5 

To be o’erheard and taken napping so. 

King. [Advancing] Come, sir, you blush ; 
as his, your case is such. 

You chide at him, offending twice as much : 
You do not love Maria ! Longaville 
Did never sonnet for her sake compile ; :. 
Nor never lay his wreathed arms athwart 
His loving bosom, to keep down his heart. 
I have been closely shrouded in this bush, 
And mark’d you both, and for you both did 
blush. 

1 heard your guilty rhymes, observ’d your 
fashion, 

Saw' sighs reek from you, noted well your 
passion. 

‘ Ay me !' says one. ‘ O Jove ! ’ the other 
cries. 

One, her hairs were gold; crystal the 
other’s eyes. 

[To Long.] You would for paradise break 
faith and troth ; 

[To Durn.l And Jove for your love would 
infringe an oath. 140 

What will Berowne say when that he shall 
hear 

Faith infringed whxh such zeal did swear ? 
How will he scorn, how will he spend his 
wit I 

How will he triumph, leap, and laugh at it! 
For all the wealth that ever I did see, j ts 
1 would not have him know so much by me. 

Ber. [Descending] Now step 1 forch to 
whip hypocrisy. 

Ah, good my liege, 1 pray thee pardon me. 
Good heart, what grace hast thou thus to 
reprove 

These worms for loving, that art most in 
love ? 1^0 

Your eyes do make no coaches ; in your 
tears 

There is no certain princess that appears; 
You’ll not be perjur’d; tis a hateful thing ; 
Tush, none but minstrels like of sonneting. 
But are you not ashamed ? Nay, are you 
not, 

All three of you, to be thus much o'ershot ? 
You found his mote ; the King your mote 
did see; 

But I a beam do find in each of three. 

O, what a scene of fool'ry^ have I seen, 159 

182 


[Act 4 

Of sighs, of groans, of sorrow, and of teen 1 
O me, with what strict patience have 1 
sat. 

To see a king transformed to a gnat! 

To see great Hercules whipping a gig. 

And profound Solomon to tune a jig. 

And Nestor play at push pin with the 
boys. 

And critic Timon laugh at idle toys ! j(>r> 

Where lies thy grief, O, tell me, good 
Dumain ? 

And, gentle Longaville, where lies thy pain? 
And where my liege’s ? All about the breast. 
A caudle, ho! 

King. Too bitter is thy jest. » 

Are wc betrayed thus to thy over-view ? 

Ber. Not you by me, but I betrayed to 
you. 

I that am honest, 1 that hold it sin 
To break the vow I am engaged in ; 

I am betrayed by keeping company 17s 
With men like you, men of inconstancy. 
When shall you see me write a thing in 
rhyme ? 

Or groan for Joan ? or spend a minute’s 
time 

In pruning me ? When shall you hear 
that I 170 

Will praise a hand, a foot, a face, an eye, 
A gait, a state, a brow, a breast, a waist, 

A leg, a limb— 

King. Soft! whither away so fast ? 
A true man or a thief that gallops so ? 

Ber, 1 post from love ; good lover, let 
me go. 181 

Enter Jaquenhtta and Costard. 

Jaq. God bless the King ! 

King. What present hast thou there ? 

Cost. Some certain treason. 

King. What makes treason here ? 

Cost. Nay, it makes nothing, sir. 

King. If it mar nothing neither. 

The treason and you go in peace away 
together. 

Jaq. I beseech your Grace, let this letter 
be read; 

Our person misdoubts it; 'twas treason he 
said. 11)0 

King. Berowne, read it over. 

[Berowne reads the letter. 
Where hadst thou it ? 

Jaq. Of Costard. 

King. Where hadst thou it ? 191 

Cost. Of Dun Adramadio, Dun Adra- 
madio. [Berowne tears the letter. 

King. How now! What is in you ? Why 
dost thou tear it ? r /> 

Ber. A toy, my liege, a toy ! Your Grace 
needs not fear it. 

Long. It did move him to passion, and 
therefore let’s hear it. 

Dum. It is Berow ne's writing, and here is 
his name. [Gathering up the pieces. 
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Scene 3] 

Ber, [To Costard] Ah, you whoreson 
loggerhead, you were born to do 
me shame. 

Guilty, my lord, guilty! I confess, 1 
confess. 

King. What ? 

Ber. That you three fools lack’d me fooj 
to make up the mess ; 

He, he, and you—and you, my liege!— 
and 1 

Are pick-purses in love, and we deserve 
to die. 

O, dismiss this audience, and 1 shall tell 
you more. 

Oum. Now the number is even. 

Ber. True, true, we are four. 

Will these turtles be gone ? 

King. Hence, sirs, away. 

Cost. Walk aside the true folk, and let the 
traitors stay. 

[Exeunt Costard and Jaqueneiia. 

Ber. Sweet lords, sweet lovers, O, let us 
embrace! -lo 

As true we are as flesh and blood can be. 
The sea will ebb and flow, heaven show his 
face; 

Young blood doth not obey an old decree. 
Wc cannot cross the cause why we were 
born, .;i 

Therefore of all hands must we be forsworn. 

King. What, did these rent lines show 
some love of thine ? 

Ber. ' Did they ? ' quoth you. Who sees 
the heavenly Rosaline 
rhat, like a rude and savage man of Inde 
At the first op’ning of the gorgeous ca-t. 
Bows not his vassal head and, strucken 
blind, .’.’o 

Kisses the base ground with obedient 
breast ? 

What peremptory eagle-sighted eye 
Dares look upon the heaven of her brow 
That is not !)iinded by her majesty ? 

King. What zeal, what fury hath in¬ 
spir’d thee now ? *-’5 

My love, her mistress, is a gracious moon; 
She, an attending star, scarce seen a light. 

Ber. My eyes are then no eyes, nor 1 
Berowne. 

O, but for my love, day would turn to 
night! 

Of all complexions the cull’d sovereignty 
Do meet, as at a fair, in her fair cheek. 
Where several worthies make one dignity. 
Where nothing wants that want itself doth 
seek. 23 > 

Lend me the flourish of all gentle tongues— 
Fie, painted rhetoric I O, she needs it not I 
To things of sale a seller's praise belongs: 
She passes praise; then praise too short 
doth blot. 

A wither’d hermit, five-score winters worn, 
Might shake off fifty, looking in her eye. 
Beauty doth varnish age, as if new-born, 


And gives the crutch the cradle’s infancy. 

O, ’tis the sun that maketh all things shine ! 

King. By heaven, thy love is black as 
ebony. 

Ber. Is ebony like her ? O wood divine ! 

A wife of such wood were felicity. 243 

O, who can give an oath ? Where is a book ? 

That I may swear beauty doth beauty lack, 

If that she learn not of her eye to look. 

No face is fair that is not full so black. 

King. O paradox ! Black is the badge of 
hell, 250 

Tlie hue of dungeons, and the school of 
night; 

And beauty's crest becomes the heavens 
well. 

Ber. Devils soonest tempt, resembling 
spirits of light. 25 3 

O, if in black my lady's brows be deckt, 

It mourns that painting and usurping 
hair 

Should ravish defers with a false aspect; 

And therefore is she born to make black 
fair. 

Her favour turns the fashion of the days; 

For native blood is counted painting now ; 

And therefore red that would avoid 
dispraise 2O0 

Paints itself black, to imitate her brow. 

Dum. To look like her are chimney¬ 
sweepers black. 

Long. And since her time are colliers 
counted bright. 

King. And Ethiopes of their sweet com¬ 
plexion crack. 

Dura. Dark needs no candles now, for 
dark i.s light. jfvi 

Ber. Your mistresses dare never come in 
rain 

For fear their colours should be wash’d 
away. 

King. ' Twere good yours did ; for, sir, to 
tell you plain, 

I’ll find a fairer face not wash'd to-day. 

Ber. I'll prove her fair, or talk till dooms¬ 
day here. -70 

King. No devil will fright thee then so 
much as she. 

Dum. 1 never knew man hold vile stuff 
so dear. 

Long. Ixfok, here’s thy love: my foot 
and her face see. (Skotetiig his shoe. 

Ber. O, if the streets were paved with 
thine eyes, 

Her feet were much too dainty for such 
tread! . 75 

Dum. O vile! Then, as she goes, what 
upward lies 

The street should see as she walk'd over¬ 
head. 

King. But what of this ? Are we not all 
in love ? 

Ber, Nothing so sure; and thereby all 
forsworn. 
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King, Then leave this chat; and, good 
Berowne, now prove 280 

Our loving lawful, and our faith not torn. 
Dtim, Ay, marry, there; some flattery 
for this evil. 

Long, O, some authority how to proceed; 
Some tricks, some quillets, how to cheat 
the devil I 

Dum, Some salve for perjury. 

Ber, Tis more than need. 285 

Have at you, then, affection’s men-at-arms. 
Consider what you first did swear unto: 
To fast, to study, and to see no woman— 
Flat treason ’gainst the kingly state of 
youth. 

Say, can you fast ? Your stomachs are too 
young, 

And abstinence engenders maladies. 

And where that yon have vow*d to study, lords. 
In that each of yon have forsworn his book. 
Can yon still dream, and pore, and thereon 
look? 

For when wonld you, my lord, or you, or you. 
Have found the ground of study's excellence 
Without the beauty of a woman's face ? .-.,7 

From women's eyes this doctrine I derive : 
They are the ground, the books, the academes, 
From whence doth spring the true Promethean 
fire, 3><> 

Why, universal plodding poisons up 
The nimble spirits in the arteries, 

As motion and long-during action tires 
The sinewy vigour of the traveller. 

Now, for not looking on a woman's face, 3‘\'i 
You have in that forsworn the use of eyes. 
And study too, tlte causer of your vow ; 

For where is any author in the world 
Teaches such beauty as a woman's eye 1 
Learning is but an adjunct to ourself, 

And where we are our learning likewise is ; 
Then when ourselves we see in ladies' eyes. 
With ourselves. 

Do we not likewise see our learning there ? 

O, we have made a vow to study, lords, 
And in that vow we have forsworn our 
books. 315 

For w'hen would you, my liege, or you, or 
you. 

In leaden contemplation have found out 
Such fiery numbers as the prompting eyes 
Of beauty’s tutors have enrich’d you with ? 
Other slow arts entirely keep the brain ; 3-^0 
And therefore, finding barren practisers. 
Scarce show a harvest of their heavy 
toil; 

But love, first learned in a lady’s eyes. 
Lives not alone immured in the brain. 

But with the motion of all elements 3-5 
Courses as swift as thought in every power, 
And gives to every power a double power, 
Above their functions and their offices. 

It adds a precious seeing to the eye; 

A lover’s eyes will gaze an eagle blind. 330 
A lover’s ear will hear the lowest sound. 


[Act 4 

When the suspicious head of theft is 
stopp’d. 

Love’s feeling is more soft and sensible 
Than are the tender horns of cockled snails ; 
Love’s tongue proves dainty Bacchus gross 
in taste. 335 

For valour, is not Love a Hercules, 

Still climbing trees in the Hesperides ? 
Subtle as Sphinx; as sweet and musical 
As bright Apollo's lute, strung with his 
hair. 

And when Love speaks, the voice of all the 
gods 340 

Make heaven drowsy with the harmony. 
Never durst poet touch a pen to write 
Until his ink were temp’red with Love’s 
sighs; 

O, then his lines would ravish savage ears. 
And plant in tyrants mild humility. 345 
From women’s eyes this doctrine I derive. 
They sparkle still the right Promethean fire; 
They are the books, the arts, the academes. 
That show, contain, and nourish, all the 
world, 349 

Else none at all in aught proves excellent. 
Then fools you were these women to 
forswear; 

Or, keeping what is sworn, you will prove 
fools. 

For wisdom's sake, a word that all men 
love; 

Or for Love’s sake, a word that loves all 
men; 

Or for men's sake, the authors of these 
women; 355 

Or women’s sake, by whom we men are 
men— 

Let us once lose our oaths to find ourselves, 
Or else we lose ourselves to keep our oaths. 
It is religion to be thus forsworn; 

For charity itself fulfils the law, 360 

And who can sever love from charity ? 

King, Saint Cupid, then! and, soldiers, 
to the field I 

Ber. Advance your standards, and upon 
them, lords; 

Pell-mell, down with them! But be first 
advis'd, 364 

In conflict, that you get the sun of them. 

Long. Now to plain-dealing; lay these 
glozes by. 

Shall we resolve to woo these girls of 
France ? 

King. And win them too ; therefore let 
us devise 

Some entertainment for them in their tents. 

Ber . First, from the park let us conduct 
them thither; 370 

Then homeward every man attach the hand 
Of his fair mistress. In the afternoon 
We will with some strange pastime solace 
them. 

Such as the shortness of the time can shape; 
For revels, dances, masks, and merry hours, 
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Forerun fair Love, strewing her way with 
flowers. 376 

King. Away, away ! No time shall be 
omitted 

That will betime, and may by us be fitted. 
Ber. Allons ! allons ! Sow’d cockle reap’d 
no corn. 

And justice always whirls in equal measure. 
Light wenches may prove plagues to men 
forsworn; 

If so, our copper buys no better treasure, 

[Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 
Scene I. The park. 

Enter Holofernes, Sir Nathaniel, atid 
Dull. 

Hoh Satis quod sufficit. 

Nath. I praise God for you, sir. Your 
reasons at dinner have been sharp and 
sententious; pleasant without scurrility, 
witty without affection, audacious without 
impudcncy, learned without opinion, and 
strange without heresy. I did converse this 
quondam day with a companion of the 
King’s, who is intituled, nominated, or 
called, Don Adriano de Armado. 7 

Hoi. Novi hominem tanquam te. His 
humour is lofty, his discourse peremptory, 
his tongue filed, his eye ambitious, his gait 
majestical, and his general behaviour vain, 
ridiculous, and thrasonical. He is too 
picked, too spruce, too aftected, too odd, 
as it were, too peregrinate, as I may call it. 
Nath. A most singular and choice epithet, 
[Dram* out his table-book. 
Hoi. He draweth out the thread of his 
verbosity finer than the staple of his argu¬ 
ment. 1 abhor such fanatical phantasimes. 
such insociable and point-devise com¬ 
panions ; such rackers of orthography, as 
to speak ‘ dout * fine, when he should say 

* doubt ’ ; * det ’ when he should pronounce 

* debt'—d, c, b, t, not d, c, t. He elepeth 
a calf * cauf ’, half ‘ hauf'; neighbour 
vocatur * nebour *; ’ neigh ’ abbreviated 

* ne *. This is abhominablc—whicli he 

would call ‘ abbominable It insinuateth 
me of insanie : ne intelligis, domine ? to 
make frantic, lunatic. 23 

Nath. Laus Deo, bone intelligo. 

Hoi. * Bone ’ ?—’ bone ’ for ‘ bene ’. 
Priscian a little scratch’d ; ’twill serve. 2'^ 

Enter Armado, Moth, and Costard. 

Nath. Videsne quis venit ? 

Hoi. Video, et gaudeo. 

Arm. [To Moth] Chirrah I 
Hoi. Quare * chirrah not ' sirrah ’ ? 30 
Arm. Men of peace, well encount’red. 
Hoi. Most military sir, salutation. 

Moth* [Aside to Costard] They have been 


at a great feast of languages and stol’n the 
scraps. 34 

Cost. O, they have liv’d long on the alms- 
basket of words. I marvel thy master hath 
not eaten thee for a word, for thou are not 
so long by the head as honorificabili- 
tudinitatibus; thou art easier swallowed 
than a flap-dragon. 

Moth. Peace! the peal begins. 

Arm. [To H0I.J Monsieur, are you not 
lett’red ? 40 

Moth. Yes, yes; he teaches boys the 
hornbook. What is a, b, spelt backward 
with the horn on his head ? 

Hot. Ba, pueritia, with a horn added. 
Moth. Ba, most silly sheep with a horn. 
You hear his learning. 45 

Hoi. Quis, quis, thou consonant ? 

Moth. The taird of the five vowels, if You 
repeat them ; or the fifth, if I. 

Hoi. I will repeat them : a, e, 1 — 

Moth. The sheep; the other two con¬ 
cludes it: o, U. 50 

Arm. Now, by the salt wave of tlie 
Mediterraneum, a sweet touch, a quick 
venue of wit—snip, snap, quick and home. 
It rejoiceth my intellect. True wit! 

Modi. Offer'd by a child to an old man ; 
which is wit-old. 

Hoi. What is the figure ? What is the 
figure ? 55 

Moth. Horns. 

liol. Thou disputes like an infant; go 
whip thy gig. 

Modi. Lend me your horn to make one, 
and I will whip about your infamy circum 
circa—a gig ot a cuckold’s horn. 50 

Cost. An I had but one penny in the 
w'orld, thou shouldst have it to buy ginger¬ 
bread. Hold, there is the very remunera¬ 
tion I had of thy master, thou halfpenny 
purse of wit, thou pigeon-egg of discretion. 
O, an the heavens were so pleased that 
thou wert but my bastard, what a joyful 
father wouldest thou make me 1 Go to ; 
thou hast it ad dunghill, at the fingers’ 
ends, as they say. t>!. 

Hoi. O, I smell false Latin ; ‘ dunghill * 
for unguem. 

Arm. Arts-man, prcambulate ; we w ill be 
singuled from the barbarous. Do you not 
educate youth at the charge-house on the 
top of the mountain ? 70 

Hoi. Or mons, the hill. 

Arm. At your sweet pleasure, for the 
mountain. 

Hoi. 1 do, sans question. 

Arm, Sir, it is the King’s most sweet 
pleasure and affection to congratulate the 
Princess at her pavilion, in the posteriors 
of this day ; which the rude multitude call 
the afternoon. 77 

Hoi. The posterior of the day, most 
generous sir, is liable, congruent, and 
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measurable, for the afternoon. The word 
is well cull'd, chose, sweet, and apt, I do 
assure you, sir, 1 do assure. « 

Arm. Sir, the King is a noble gentleman 
and my familiar, 1 do assure ye, very good 
friend. For what is inward between us, let 
it pass. I do beseech thee, remember thy 
courtesy. 1 beseech thee, apparel thy head 
And among other imporl unate and most 
serious designs, and of great import indeed, 
too—but let that pass ; for 1 must tell thee 
it will please his Grace, by the world, 
sometime to lean upon my poor shoulder, 
and with his royal finger thus dally with 
my excrement, with my mustachio; but, 
sweet heart, let that pass. By the world, I 
recount no fable: some certain special 
honours it pleaseth his greatness to impart 
to Armado, a soldier, a man of travel, that 
hath seen the world ; but let that pass. 
The very all of all is—but, sweet heart, 1 
do implore secrecy—that the King would 
have me present the Princess, sw'cet chuck, 
with some delightful ostentation, or show', 
or pageant, or antic, or firework. Now, 
understanding that the curate and your 
sweet self are good at such eruptions and 
sudden breaking-out of mirth, as it were, 

I have acquainted you withal, to the end 
to crave your assistance. loi 

Hoi. Sir, you shall present before her the 
Nine Worthies. Sir Nathaniel, as concern¬ 
ing some entertainment of time, some show 
in the posterior of this day, to be rcnd'rcd 
by our assistarcc, the King's command, and 
this most gallant, illustrate, and learned 
gentleman, before the Princess —1 say none 
so fit as to present the Nine Worthies, i -, 
Nath. Where will you find men worthy 
cnought to present them ? i 

Hoi. Joshua, yourself; myself Alex ndc ; 
this gallant gentleman, Judas Maccabaeus ; 
this sviain, because of his great limb or 
joint, shall pass Pompey the Great; the 
page, Hercules. u 

Arm. Pardon, sir; error: he is not 
quantity enough for that Worthy’s thumb ; 
h3 is not so big as the end of his club. 

Hoi. Shall I have audience ? He shall 
present Hercules in minority: his enter 
and exit shall be strangling a snake; 
and I will have an apology for that 
purpose. 117 

Moth. An excellent device ! So, if any of 
the audience hiss, you may cry ‘ Well 
done, Hercules; now thou crushest the 
snake! ' That is the way to make an 
offence gracious, though few have the grace 
to do it. i- i 

Arm. For the rest of the Worthies ? 

Hoi. I will play three myself. 

Moth . Thrice-worthy gentleman I 
Arm. Shall 1 tell you a thing ? t a 

Hoi We attend. 

i86 


[Act 5 

Arm. Wc will have, if this fadge not, an 
antic. I beseech you, follow. 

Hoi Via, goodman Dull! Thou hast 
spoken no word all this while. 13 » 

Dull Nor understood none neither, sir. 

Hoi Allons I wc will employ thee. 

Dull, ril make one in a dance, or so ; or 
I will play 

On the tabor to the Worthies, anJ let 
them dance the hay. 

Hoi Most dull, honest Dull! To our 
sport, away. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. The park. 

Enter the Princess, Maria, Katharine, 
and Rosaline. 

Prin. Sweet hearts, we shall be rich ere 
we depart. 

If fairings come thus plentifully in. 

A lady wall'd about with diamonds ! 

Look you what I have from the loving 
King. 

Ros. Madam, came nothing else along 
with that ? ;s 

Prin. Nothing but this! Yes, as much 
love in rhyme 

As would be cramm'd up in a sheet of 
paper 

Writ o' both sides the leaf, margent and all, 
That he was fain to seal on Cupid’s name. 

Ros. That was the way to make iiis god¬ 
head w^ax; ](> 

For he hath been five thousand year a boy. 

Kath. Ay, and a shrew'd unhappy 
gallows too. 

Ros. You’ll ne'er be friends with him : 'a 
kill’d your sister. 

Kath. He made her melancholy, sad, and 
heavy ; 

And so she died. Had she been light, like 
you, 15 

Of such a merry, nimble, stirring spirit, 

She might 'a been a grandam ere she died. 
And so may you ; for a light heart lives 
long. 

Ros. What’s your dark meaning, mouse, 
of this light word ? 19 

Kath. A light condition in a beauty dark. 

Ros. Wc need more light to find your 
meaning out. 

Kath. You’ll mar the light by taking it in 
snuff; 

Therefore I’ll darkly end the argument. 

Ros. Look what you do, you do it still i’ 
th’ dark. 

Kath. So do not you ; for you are a light 
wench. 25 

Ros. Indeed, I weigh not you; and 
therefore light. 

Kath, You weigh me not ? O, that's you 
care not for me. 

Ros, Great reason ; for ' past cure is still 
past care 
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Prin, Well bandied both ; a set of wit 
well play'd. 

But, Rosaline, you have a favour too ? 
Who sent it ? and what is it ? 

Ros» 1 would you knew. 

An if my face were but as fair as yours. 
My favour were as great: be witness this. 
Nay, I have verses too, I thank Berowne ; 
The numbers true, and, were the numb’ring 
too, 

I were the fairest goddess on the ground. 

I am compar’d to twenty thousand fairs. 

O, he hath drawn my picture in his letter! 

Prin. Anything like ? 

Ros. Much in the letters; nothing in the 
praise. 4 

Prin. Beauteous as ink—a good con¬ 
clusion. 

Kaih. Fair as a text B in a copy-book. 

Ros. Ware pencils, ho ! Let me not die 
your debtor, 

My red dominical, my golden letter: 

O that your face were not so full of O’s ! 4 

Kath. A pox of that jest! and I beshrew 
all shrows ! 

Prin. But, Katharine, what was sent to 
you from fair Dumain ? 

Kaih. Madam, this glove. 

Prin. Did he not send you twain ? 

Kaih. Yes, madam ; and. moreover, » 
Some tliousand verses of a faithful lover; 
A huge translation of hypocrisy, 

Vilely compil’d, profou.nd simplicity. 

Mar. This, and these pear!, to me sent 
Longavillc ; 

The letter is too long by half a mile. 

Prin. 1 think no less. Dost thou not wish 
in heart S!; 

The chain were longer and the letter short ? 

Mar. Ay, or 1 would these hands might 
never part. 

Prin. We arc wise girls to mock our 
lovers so. 

Ros. They are worse fools to purchase 
mocking so. 

That same Berowne I’ll torture ere I go. <> ■ 
O that 1 knew he were but in by th’ week ! 
How I would make him fawn, and beg, and 
seek, 

And wait the season, and observe the times. 
And spend his prodigal wits in bootless 
rhymes, 

And shape his service wholly to my bests. 
And make him proud to make me proud 
that jests! 

So pertaunt-Lke would 1 o’ersway his state 
That he should be my fool, and I his fate. 

Prin. None are so surely caught, when 
they are catch’d. 

As wit turn’d fool; folly, in wisdom i 
hatch’d, 70! 

Hath wisdom’s warrant and the help of; 

school, I 

And wit’s own grace to grace a learned fool. I 


Ros. The blood of youth burns not with 
such excess 

As gravity’s revolt to wantonness. 

Mar. Folly in fools bears not so strong a 
note 73 

As fool’ry in the wise when wot doth dote. 
Since all the power thereof it doth apply 
To prove, by wit, worth in simplicity. 

Enter Boyet. 

Prin. Here comes Boyet, and mirth i,> in 
his face. 

Boyet. O, I am stabb’d w ith laughter ! 
Where’s her Grace ? so 

Prin. Thy news, Boyet ? 

Boyet. Prepare, madam, prepare I 

Arm, wenches, arm ! Encounters mounted 
are 

Against your peace. Love doth approach 
disguis'd, 

Armed in arguments ; you’ll be surpris’d. 
Muster your wits; stand in your own 
defence; S5 

Or hide your heads like cowards, and fly 
hence. 

Prin. Saint Dennis to Saint Cupid ! What 
arc they 

That charge their breath against us ? Say, 
scout, say. 

Boyet. Under the cool shade of a syca¬ 
more 

I thought to close mine eyes some half 

hour; w > 

When, lo ! to interrupt my purpos'd rest, 
Toward that shade I might behold adJrest 
The King and his companions ; warily 
I stole into a neighbour thicket by, 

And overheard what you shall overhear — 'js 
That, by and by, disguis’d they will be here. 
Their herald is a pretty knavish page, 

That well by heart hath conn’d his em¬ 
bassage. 

Action and accent did they teach him there: 
' Thus must thou speak' and ' thus thy 
body bear’, loo 

And ever and anon they made a doubt 
Presence majestical would put him out ; 

‘ For ’ quoth the King ‘ an angel shalt thou 
see; 

Yet fear not thou, but speak audaciously’ ’. 
The boy replied ' An angel is not evil ; 

I should have fear’d her had she been a 
devil ’. u i. 

With that all laugh’d, and clapp'd him on 
the shoulder, 

Making the bold wag by their praises bolder. 
One rubb’d his elbow, thus, and fleer’d, and 
swore 

A better speech was never spoke before. 
Another with his finger and his thumb 11 1 
Cried ‘ Via! we will do’t, come what will 
come ’, 

The third he caper’d, and cried ’ AH goes 
well 
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The fourth turn'd on the toe, and down he 
feU. 

With that they all did tumble on the 
ground, 

With such a zealous laughter, so profound, 
That in this spleen ridiculous appears, 

To check their folly, passion’s solemn tears. 

Prin. But what, but what, come they to 
visit us ? 

Boyet. They do, they do; and are 
appareU’d thus, 

Like Muscovites or Russians, as 1 guess. 
Their purpose is to parley, court, and dance; 
And every one his love-feat w 11 advance 
Unto his several mistress ; which they’ll 
know 

By favours several which they did bestow. 

Prin. And will they so ? The gallants 
shall be task’d, nC 

For, ladies, we wli every one be mask’d ; 
And not a man of them shall have the 
grace, 

Despite of suit, to see a lady’s fare. 

Hold, Rosaline, +his favour thou shalt wear, 
And then the King will court thee for his 
dear; 

Hold, take thou this, my sweet, and give me 
thine, 

So shall Berowne take me for Rosaline. 
And change you favours too ; so shall your 
loves j 3*1 

W^oo contrary, deceiv’d by these removes. 

Ros. Come on, then, wear the favours 
most in sight. 

Kaih. But, in this changing, what is your 
intent ? 

Prin. The effect of my intent is to cross 
theirs. 

They do it but in mocking merriment. 

And mock for mock is only my intent. 140 
Their several counsels they unbosom shall 
To loves mistook, and so be mock’d withal 
Upon the next occasion that we meet 
With visages display’d to talk and greet. 

Ros. But shall we dance, if they desire us 
to’t ? 145 

Prin. No, to the death, we will not move 
a foot, 

Nor to their penn’d speech render we no 
grace; 

But while ’tis spoke each turn away her 
face. 

Boyet. Why, that contempt will kill the 
speaker’s heart. 

And quite divorce his memory from his 
part. ISO 

Prin. Therefore 1 do it; and I make no 
doubt 

The rest will ne'er come in, if he be out. 
There’s no such sport as sport by sport 
o’erthrown. 

To make theirs ours, and ours none but our 
own; 154 

So shall we stay, mocking intended game, 

x88 


[Act 5 

And they well mock’d depart away with 
shame. [Trumpet sounds within. 
Boyet. The trumpet sounds ; be mask’d ; 
the maskers come. 

[The Ladies mask. 

Enter Blackamoors with music. Moth 
as Prologue, the King and his Lords as 
maskers, in the guise of Russians. 

Moth. All hail, the richest beauties on the 
earth! 

Boyet. Beauties no richer than rich 
taffeta. 159 

Moth. A holy parcel of the fairest dames 
[The Ladies turn their backs to him. 

That ever turn*d their — backs—to mortal 
views! 

Ber. Their eyes, villain, their eyes. 

Moth. That ever turn*d their eyes to 
mortal views! 

Out — 

Boyet. True ; out indeed. 

Moth. Out of your favours, heavenly 
spirits, vouchsafe 165 

Not to behold — 

Ber. Once to behold, rogue. 

Moth. Once to behold with your sun- 
beamed eyes—with your sun-beamed 
eyes — 

Boyet. They will not answer to that 
epithet; jto 

You were best call it * daughter-beamed 
eyes ’. 

Moth. They do not mark me, and that 
brings me out. 

Ber. Is this your perfectness ? Be gone, 
you rogue. [Exit Moth. 

Ros. What would these strangers ? Know 
their minds, Boyet. 174 

If they do speak our language, ’tis our will 

That some plain man recount their pur¬ 
poses. 

Know what they would. 

Boyet. What would you with the 

Princess ? 

Ber. Nothing but peace and gentle 
visitation. 

Ros. What would they, say they ? 180 

Boyet. Nothing but peace and gentle 
visitation. 

Ros. Why, that they have; and bid them 
so be gone. 

Boyet. She says you have it, and you may 
be gone. 

King. Say to her we have measur’d many 
miles 184 

To tread a measure with her on this grass. 
Boyet. They say that they have measur’d 
many a mile 

To tread a measure with you on this grass, 
JRos. It is not so. Ask them how many 
inches 

Is in one mile? If they have measured 
many, 



LOVERS LABOUR’S LOST 


Scene 2] 


The measure, then, of one is eas'Iy told. lyn 

Boyet. If to come hither you have 
measur'd miles, 

And many miles, the Princess bids you tell 

How many inches doth fill up one mile. 

Ber. Tell her we measui'C them by weary 
steps. 

Boyet. She hears herself. 

Ros. How many weary steps igs 

Of many weary miles you have o'ergone 

Are numb’red in the travel of one mile ? 

Ber, We number nothing that we spend 
for you; 

Our duty is so rich, so infinite, 199 

That we may do it still without accompt. 

Vouchsafe to show the sunshine of your 
face. 

That we, like savages, may worship it. 

Ros. My face is but a moon, and clouded 
too. 

King. Blessed arc clouds, to do as such 
clouds do. 

Vouchsafe, bright moon, and these thy 
stars, to shine, 205 

Those clouds removed, upon our watery 
eyne. 

Ros. O vain petitioner I beg a greater 
matter; 

Thou now requests but moonshine in the 
water. 

King. Then in our measure do but 
vouchsafe one change. 

Thou bid'st me beg; this begging is not 
strange, 210 

Ros. Play, music, then. Nay, you must 
do it soon. 

Not yet ? No dance! Thus change 1 like 
the moon. 

King, Will you not dance ? How come 
you thus estranged ? 

Ros. You took the moon at full; but 
now she's changed. 

King. Yet still she is the Moon, and I the 
Man. 213 

The music plays; vouchsafe some motion 
to it. 

Ros. Our ears vouchsafe it. 

King. But your legs should do it. 

Ros, Since you are strangers, and come 
here by chance. 

We’ll not be nice; take hands. We will 
not dance. 

King. Why take we hands then ? 

Ros. Only to part friends. 

Curtsy, sweet hearts ; and so the measure 
ends. 

King. More measure of this measure ; be 
not nice. 

Ros. We can afford no more at such a 
price. 

King. Price you yourselves. What buys 
your company ? 

Ros. Your absence only. 

King. That can never be. 325 


Ros. I hcn cannot we be bought; and so 
adieu— 

Twice to your visor and half once to you. 

King. If you deny to dance, let’s hold 
more chat. 

Ros. In private then. 

King. I am best pleas’d with that, 
[T^ey converse apart. 

Bet. White-handed mistress, one sweet 
word with thee. 230 

Prin. Honey, and milk, and sugar ; there 
is three. 

Ber. Nay, then, two treys, an if you 
grow so nice, 

Metheglin, wort, and malmsey ; well run, 
dice! 

There’s half a dozen sweets. 

Prin. Seventh sweet, adieu 1 

Since you can cog. I’ll play no more with 
you. 235 

Ber. One word in secret. 

Prin. Let it not be sweet. 

Ber. Thou grievest my gall. 

Prin. Gall! bitter. 

Ber. Therefore meet. 

[They converse apart. 

Dum. Will you vouchsafe with me to 
change a word ? 

Mur. Name it. 

Dum. Fair lady— 

Mar. Say you so ? Fair lord— 

Take that for your fair lady. 

Dum. Please it you, 240 

As much in private, and ITl bid adieu. 

ITTiey converse apart. 

Kath. What, was your vizard made with¬ 
out a tongue ? 

Long. I know the reason, lady, why you 
ask. 

Kath. O for your reason ! Quickly, sir; 
1 long. 

Long. You have a double tongue within 
your mask, 245 

And would afford my speechless vizard 
half. 

Kath. * Veal' quoth the Dutchman. Is 
not ' veal ’ a calf ? 

Ixmg. A calf, fair lady ! 

Kath. No, a fair lord calf. 

Long. Let’s part the word. 

Kath. No, ril not be your half. 

Take all and wean it; it may prove an ox. 

Long. Look how you butt yourself in 
these sharp mocks I 251 

Will you give horns, chaste lady ? Do not 
so. 

Kath. Then die a calf, before your horns 
do grow. 

Long. One word in private with you ere 
I die. 

Kath. Bleat softly, then; the butcher 
hears you cry. [They converse apart. 

Boyet. The tongues of mocking wenches 
are as keen 256 

18^ 
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As is the razor’s edge invisible. 

Cutting a smaller hair than may be seen, 
Above the sense of sense ; so sensible 
Scemeth their conference; their conceits 
have wings, -<> > 

Fleeter than arrows, bullets, wind, thought, 
swifter things. 

Ros, Not one word more, my maids ; 
break oft', break oif. 

Ber. By heaven, all dry-bcaten with pure 
sceft! 

King, Farewell, mad wenches ; you have 
simple wits. 

[Exeunt King, Lords, and Blackamoors. 

Erin, Twenty adieus, my frozen Musco- 
vits. -lo 

Are these the breed of w'its so wondered at ? 

Boyet. Tapers they are, with your sw'ect 
breaths puff’d out. 

Ros. Well-liking wits they have ; gross, 
gross; fat, fat. 

Prin. O poverty in wit, kingly-poor flout! 
Will they not, think you, hang themselves 
to-night ? 

Or ever but in vizards show their faces ? 
This pert Berowrie was out of count'nance 
quite. 

Ros. They were all in lamentable cases! 
The King was w'ceping-ripe for a good 
word, 

Prin. Berowne did swear himself out of 
all suit. rs 

Mar. Dumain was at my service, and his 
sword. 

* No point' quoth I ; my servant straight 
was mute. 

Kath. Lord Longaville said I came o’er 
his heart ; 

And trow you what he call’d me ? 

Prin, Qualm, perhaps. 

Kat/i. Yes, in good faith. 

Prin. Go, sickness as thou art! 

Ros. Well, better wits have worn plain 
statute-caps. 

But will you hear ? I'he King is my love 
sworn. 

Prin. And quick Berowne hath plighted 
faith to me. 

Kath. And Longaville was for my service 
born. 

Mar. Dumain is mine, as sure as bark on 
tree. ;.S5 

Boyei. Madam, and pretty mistresses, 
give car: 

Immediately they will again be here 
In their own shapes ; for it can never be 
They will digest this harsh indignity. 2S.y 

Prin. Will they return ? 

Boy*et. They will, they will, God knows. 
And leap for joy, though they are lame with 
blows; 

Therefore, change favours; and, when they 
repair, 

Blow like sweet roses in this summer air. 
X90 


[Act 5 

Prin, How blow ? how blow ? Speak to 
be understood. 

Boyet. F'air ladies mask’d are roses in 
their bud: 

Dismask’d, their damask sweet commixture 
shown, 

Are angels vailing clouds, or ro,ses blown. 

Prin. Avaunt, perplexity ! What shall 
we do 

If they return in their own shapes to woo ? 

Ros. Good madam, if by me you’ll be 
advis'd, 

Let’s mock them still, as well known as 
disguis’d. 

Let us complain to them what fools were 
here, 

Disguis’d like Muscovites, in shapeless gear; 
And wonder what they were, and to what 
end 

Their shallow shows and prologue vilely 
penn'd, 3'».s 

And their rough carriage so ridiculous, 
Should be presented at our tent to us. 

Boyet. Lidies, withdraw ; the gallants 
are at hand. 

Prhi. Whip to our tents, as roes run o’er 
land. lExetui/ Princess, Rosaline. 

Katharine, and Maria. 

Re-enter the Kisc„ BimowNK, Long willi:, 
and Dumain, in their proper habits. 

King. Fair sir, God save you ! Where’s 
the Princess ? 3 

Boyet. Gone to her tent. Please it your 
Majesty 

Command me any service to her thither ? 

King. That she vouchsafe me audience 
for one word. 

Boyet. I will; and so will she, 1 know, 
my lord. [Exiu 

Ber. 'this fellow pecks up wit as pigeons 
pease, 3*3 

And utters it again when God doth please. 
He is wit's pedlar, and retails his w^ares 
At wakes, and wassails, meetings, markets, 
fairs; 

And we that sell by gross, the Lord doth 
know', 

Have not the grace to grace it with such 
show. 32 U 

This gallant pins the wenches on his sleeve ; 
Had he been Adam, he had tempted Eve. 
'A can carve too, and lisp ; why this is he 
That kiss’d his hand away in courtesy; 
This is the ape of form, Monsieur the 
Nice, 

That, when he plays at tables, chides the 
dice 320 

In honourable terms; nay, he can sing 
A mean most meanly ; and in ushering, 
Mend him who can. The ladies call him 
sweet; 

The stairs, as he treads on them, kiss his 
feet. 330 
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This is the flowT that smiles on every one» 
To show his teeth as white as whales-bone ; 
And consciences that will not die in debt 
Pay him the due of ‘ honey-tongued 
Boyet 

King. A blister on his sweet tongue, with 
my heart, 3 vs 

That put Armado’s page out of his part! 

Re-enter the Princess, ushered by Boyet ; 

Rosaline, Maria, and Katharine. 

Ber. See where it comes ! Bellaviour, 
what wert thou 

Till this man show’d thee ? And what art 
thou now ? 

King. All hail, sweet madam, and fair 
time of day ! 

Prin. ‘ Fair ’ in ‘ all hail ’ is foul, as 1 
conceive. v:. 

King. Construe my speeches better, if you 
m-iy. 

Prin. Then wish me better; I will give 
you leave. 

King. We came to visit you, and purporc 
now 

To lead you to our court; vouchsafe it 
then. 

Prin. Thi'i field shall hold me, and so 
hold your vow : 

Xor God, nor I, delights in perjur’d men. 

King. Rebuke me not for that which y'oii 
provoke, 

1 he virtue of your eye must break my oatli. 

Prin. You nickname virtue : vice you 
should have spoke ; 

For virtue’s ofhee never breaks men’s 
troth. 3=i<> 

Now by my maiden honour, yet as pure 
As the unsullied lily, I protest, 

A world of torments though 1 should 
endure, 

I would not yi.'ld to be your house’s guest : 
So much 1 liate a breaking cause to be 3;. 
Of heavenly oaths, vowed with integrity. 

King. O, you have liv’d in desolation 
here, 

Unseen, unvisited, much to our shame. 

Prin. Not so, my lord ; it is not so, I 
swear ; 

We have had pastimes here, and pleasant 
game; 3'' 

A mess of Russians left us but of late. 

King. How, madam ! Russians ! 

Prin. Ay, in truth, my lord ; 

Trim gallants, full of courtship and of state. 

Ros. Madam, speak true. It is not so, my 
lord. 

My lady, to the manner of the days, 

In courtesy gives undeserving praise. 

We four indeed confronted were with four 
In Russian habit; here they stayed an 
hour 

And talk’d apace; and in that hour, my 
lord, 


They did not bless us with one happy word. 
1 dare not call them fools ; but this I think* 
When they are thirsty, fools would fain 
have drink. 

Ber. This jest is dry to me. Fair gentle 
sweet, 

Your wit makes wise things foolish ; when 
we greet. 

With eyes best seeing, heaven’s fiery eye, 375 
By light we lose light; your capacity 
Is of that nature that to your huge store 
Wise things seem foolish and rich things 
but poor. 

Ros. This proves you wise and rich, for in 
my eye— 

Ber. I arn a fool, and full of poverty. 

Ros. But t’nit you take what doth to you 
belong, 

It w'erc a fault to snatch words from my 
tongue. 

Ber. O, i am yours, and ail that I possess. 

Ros. All the fool mine ? 

Ber. I cannot give you less. 

Ros. Which of the viz;irds was it that you 
wore ? 3^5 

Ber. Where ? when ? what vizard ? Why 
demand you this ? 

Ros. 'Fhcre, then, that vizard; that 
superfluous case 

That hid the worse and show’d the better 
face. 

King. We were deseded; they’ll mock 
us now downright. 3^9 

Dtim. Let us confess, and turn it to a jest. 

Prin. Amaz’d, my lord ? Why looks 
your Highness sad ? 

Ros. Help, hold his brows ! he’ll swoon I 
Why look you pale ? 

Sea-sick, I think, coming from Muscovy. 

Ber. Thus pour the stars down plagues 
for perjury. 

Can any face of brass hold longer cut ? 3)5 
Here stand 1 , lady—dart thy skil! at me, 
Bruise me with scorn, confound me with a 
flout, 

Thrust thy sharp wit quite through my 
ignorance, 

Cut me to pieces with thy keen conceit; 
And 1 will wish thee never more to dance. 
Nor never more in Russian habit wait. 401 
O, never will I trust to speeches penn’d. 
Nor to the motion of a school-boy’s tongue. 
Nor never come in vizard to my friend. 
Nor woo in rhyme, like a blind harper’s 
song. 405 

Taffeta phrases, silken terms precise, 
Three-pil’d hyperboles, spruce affectation. 
Figures pedantical—these summer-flies 
Have blown me full of maggot ostentation. 
I do forswear them ; and I here protest, 

By this white glove—how white the hand, 
God knows!— 

Henceforth my wooing mind shall be 
express’d 

191 
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In russet yeas, and honest kersey noes. 
And, to begin, wench—so God help me, 
law !— 4 M 

My love to thee is sound, sans crack or flaw. 

Ros. Sans ’ sansI pray you. 

Bcr. Yet I have a trick 

Of the old rage ; bear with me, I am sick ; 
I’ll leave it by degrees. Soft, let us see— 
Write ‘ Lord have mercy on us ’ on those 
three; 

They are infected ; in their hearts it lies ; 
They have the plague, and caught it of 
your eyes. 

These lords are visited; you are not free. 
For the Lord’s tokens on you do I sec. 

Prin, No, they are free that gave these 
tokens to us. 

Ber. Our states are forfeit; seek not to 
undo us. 4^5 

Ros. It is not so; for how can this be 
true, 

That you stand forfeit, being those that 
sue ? 

Ber. Peace; for I will not have to do 
with you. 

Ros. Nor shall not, if I do as I intend. 

Ber. Speak for yourselves ; my wit is at 
an end. 4 .v 

King. Teach us, sweet madam, for our 
rude transgression 
Some fair excuse. 

Priw. Tlte fairest is confession. 

Were not you here but even now, disguis’d? 

King. Madam, 1 was. 

Prin. And were you well advis'd ? 

King.I was, fair madam. 

Prin. When you then were here, 435 
What did you whisper in your lady’s 
ear ? 

K ing. That more than all the world I did 
respect her. 

Prin. When she shall challenge this, you 
will reject her. 

King, Upon mine honour, no. 

Prin, Peace, peace, forbear ; 

Your oath once broke, you force not to 
forswear. 440 

King. Despise me when I break this oath 
of mine. 

Prin. 1 will; and therefore keep it. 
Rosaline, 

What did the Russian whisper in your ear ? 

Ros, Madam, he swore that he did hold 
me dear 

As precious eyesight, and did value me 445 
Above tliis world; adding thereto, more¬ 
over, 

'That he would wed me, or else die my lover. 

Prin. God give thee joy of him! The 
noble lord 

Most honourably doth uphold his word. 

King, What mean you, madam ? By my 
life, my troth, 450 

I never swore this lady such an oath. 


Ros, By heaven, you did; and, to con¬ 
firm it plain. 

You gave me this ; but take it, sir, again. 

King, My faith and this the Princess I 
did give; 454 

1 knew her by this jewel on her sleeve. 

Prin, Pardon me, sir, this jewel did she 
wear; 

And Lord Berowne, I thank him, is my 
dear. 

What, will you have me, or your pearl 
again ? 

Ber, Neither of either; I remit both 
twain. 

I see the trick on’t: here was a consent, 460 
Knowing aforehand of our merriment. 

To dash it like a Christmas comedy. 

Some carry-tale, some please-man, some 
slight zany. 

Some mumble-news, some trencher-knight, 
some Dick, 

That smiles his cheek in years and knows 
the trick 4^5 

To make my lady laugh when she's dispos’d. 
Told our intents before; which once 
disclos’d. 

The ladies did change favours; and tlien 
we, 

Following the signs, woo'd but the sign of 
she. 

Now, to our perjury to add more terror, 47^> 
We are again forsworn in will and error. 
Much upon this it is; [To Boyet] and 
might not you 

Forestall our sport, to make us thus untrue? 
Do not you know my lady’s foot by th* 
squicr. 

And laugh upon the apple of her eye ? 47.5 

And stand between her back, sir, and the 
fire. 

Holding a trencher, jesting merrily ? 

You put our page out. Go, you are allow’d ; 
Die when you will, a smock shall be your 
shroud. 479 

You leer upon me, do you ? There’s an eye 
Wounds like a leaden sword. 

Boyet, Full merrily 

Hath this brave manage, this career, been 
run. 

Bcr. Lo, he is tilting straight! Peace; I 
have done. 

Enter Costard. 

Welcome, pure wit! Thou part'st a fair 
fray. 

Cost. O Lord, sir, they would know 485 
Whether the three Worthies shall come in 
or no ? 

Bcr. What, are there but three ? 

Cost. No, sir; but it is vara fine. 

For every one pursents three. 

Bcr. And three times thrice is nin^. 

Cost. Not so, sir; under correction# sir, 
1 hope it is not so. 
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You cannot beg us, sir, I can assure you, 
sir ; we know what we know ; 490 
I hope, sir, three times thrice, sir— 

Ber. Is not nine. 

Cost Under correction, sir, we know 
whereuntil it doth amount. 

Ber, By Jove, 1 always took three threes 
fer nine. 4 

Cost. O Lord, sir, it were pity you should 
get your living by reck’ning, sir, 

Ber. How much is it ? 

Cost, O Lord, sir, the parties themselves, 
the actors, sir, will show whereuntil it doth 
amount. For mine own part, 1 am, as they 
say, but to parfect one man in one poor 
man, Pompion the Great, sir. 5 

Ber. Art thou one of the Worthies ? 

Cost. It pleased them to think me worthy 
of Pompey the Great; for mine own part, 
I know not the degree of the Worthy ; but 
I am to stand for him. 

Ber, Go, bid them prepare. 

Cost. We will turn it finely off, sir; we 
will take some care. [Exit Costard. 
King. Berownc, they will shame us ; let 
them not approach. 

Ber. We are shame-proof, my lord, and 
*tis some policy 5*0 

To have one show worse than the King's 
and his company. 

King. I say they shall not come, 

Prin. Nay, my good lord, let me o’crrule 
you now'. 

That sport best pleases that doth least 
know how; 

Where zeal strives to content, and the 
contents 515 

Dies in the zeal of that which it presents. 
Their form confounded makes most form 
in mirth, 

When great things labouring perish in their 
birth. 

Ber. A right description of our sport, my 
lord. 

Enter Armado. 

Arm, Anointed, I implore so much ex¬ 
pense of thy royal sweet breath as will 
utter a brace of words. -isi 

[Converses apart with the King, and 
del iters a paper, 

Prin. Doth this man serve God ? 

Ber. Why ask you ? 

Prin. *A speaks not like a man of God 
his making. 5 4 

Arm. That is all one, my fair, sweet, 
honey monarch ; for, I protest, the school¬ 
master is exceeding fantastical; too too 
vain, too too vain ; but we will put it, as 
they say, to fortuna de la guerra. I wish 
you the peace of mind, most royal couple- 
ment I [Exit Armado. 

King. Here is like to be a good presence 
of Worthies, He presents Hector of Troy ; 
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the swain, Pompey the Great; the parish 
curate, Alexander; Armado's page, Her¬ 
cules ; the pedant, Judas Maccabaeus, 

And if these four Worthies in their first 
show thrive, 

These four will change habits and present 
the other five. 535 

Ber, There is five in the first show. 

King. You arc deceived, *tis not so. 

Ber. The pedant, the braggart, the hedge- 
priest, the fool, and the boy ; 

Abate throw at novum, and the whole 
world again 5,40 

Cannot pick out five such, take each one 
in his vein. 

King. The ship is under sail, and here she 
comes amain. 

Enter Costard, armed for Pompey. 

Cost. I Pompey am — 

Ber. You lie, you arc not he. 

Cost. I Pompey am — 

Boyet. With libbard's head on knee. 
Ber. Well said, old mocker; I must 
needs be friends with thee. 345 
Cost I Pompey am, Pompey surnam'd the 
Big— 

Dum. The Great 
Cost. It is Great, sir. 

Pompey surnam*d the Great, 

That oft in field, with targe and shield, did 
make my foe to sweat ; 

And travelling along this coast, I here am 
come by chance, 550 

And lay my arms before the legs of this sweet 
lass of France. 

If your ladyship would say * Thanks, 
Pompey 1 had done. 

Prin. Great thanks, great Pompey. 

Cosi. '1 is not so much worth ; but I hope 
I was perfect. I made a little fault in 
Great, 

Ber, My hat to a halfpenny, Pompey 
proves the best Worthy. 557 

Enter Sir Nathaniel, for Alexander. 

Nath. When in the wor'ld I Wd, 1 was the 
world's commander ; 

By east, west, north, and south, I spread my 
conquering might. 

My scutcheon plain declares that I am 
Alisander — 560 

Boyet. Your nose says, no, you are not; 

for it stands too right. 

Ber. Your nose smells ‘ no ' in this, most 
tender-smelling knight. 

Prin. The conqueror is dismay'd. Pro¬ 
ceed, good Alexander. 

Nath. When in the world I liv'd, I was the 
world's commander — 

Boyet. Most true, 'tis right, you were so, 
Alisander. 565 

Ber. Pompey the Great! 

Cost. Your servant, and Costard. 
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Ber, Take away the conqueror, take 
away Alisander. 

Cost. [To Sir Nath.] O, sir, you have 
overthrown Alisander the conqueror ! You 
will be scrap'd out of the painted cloth for 
this. Your lion, that holds his poleaxe 
sitting on a close-stool, will be given to 
Ajax. He will be the ninth Worthy. A 
conqueror and afeard to speak ! Run away 
for shame, Alisander. [Sir Nath, rciiresl 
There, an’t shall please you, a foolish mild 
man ; an honest man, look you, and soon 
dash’d. He is a marvellous good neighbour, 
faith, and a very good bowler ; but for 
Alisander—alas ! you see how 'tis—a little 
o’erparted. But there are \V\>rthies a- 
coming will speak their mind in some 
other sort. 

Prin. Stand aside, good Pompey. 

Enter Holofkrnes. for Judas ; and Moth, 
for Hercules. 

Hoi. Great Hercules is presented by this 
impf 

Whose club kilVd Cerberus, that ihree-heuded 
canus; 

And when he was a babe, a child, a shrimp, 
Thus did he strangle serpents in his manus. 
Quoniam he seemeth in minority, f 'i . 

Ergo I come with this apology. 

Keep some state in thy exit, and vanish. 

[Modi retires. 

Judas 1 am — 

Dum. A Judas ! 

Hoi. Not Iscariot, sir. 

Judas I am, ycUped Maccabceus. 

Dum. Judas Maccabacus dipt is plain 
Judas. 

Ber. A kissing traitor. How’ art thon 
prov’d Judas ? 

Hoi. Judas I am — 

Dum. The more shame for you, Judas \ 
Hoi. What mean you, sir ? :.>■,<> 

Boyet. To make Judas hang himself. 

Hoi. Begin, sir; you are my elder, 

Ber. Well followed : Judas was hanged 
on an elder. 

Hoi. I will not be put out of countenance. 
Ber. Because thou hast no face, c<>j 
H oi. What is this ? 

Boyet. A cittern-head. 

Dum. The head of a bodkin. 

Ber. A death’s face in a ring. or,, 

Long. The face of an old Roman coin, 
scarce seen. 

Boyet. The pommel of Caesar’s falchion. 
Dum. The carv’d-bone face on a flask. 
Ber. Saint George's half-cheek in a I 
brooch. 

Dum. Ay, and in a brooch of lead. Oro 
Ber. Ay, and worn in the cap of a tooth- 
drawer. And now, forward ; for we have 
put thee in countenance. 
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Hoi. You have put me out of counten¬ 
ance 

Ber. False : we have given thee faces. 
Hoi. But you have outfac’d them all. 615 
Ber. An thou wert a lion we would do so. 
Boyet. Therefore, as he is an ass, let him 
gf'- 

And so adieu, sweet Jude ! Nay, why dost 
thou stay ? 

Dum. For the latter end of his name. 
Ber. For the ass to the Jude ; give it 
him—Jud-as, away. o.io 

Hoi. This is not generous, not gentle, not 
humble. 

Boyet. A light for Monsieur Judas ! It 
grows dark, he may stumble. 

[Holofernes retires, 
Prin. Alas, poor Maccabajus, how hath 
he been baited ! 

Enter Armado, for Hector. 

Ber. Hide thy head, Achilles; here 
comes Hector in arms. 

Dum. Though my mocks come home by 
me, I will now' be merry. 

King. Hector w'as but a Troyan in respect 
of this. 

Boyet. But is this Hector ? 

Dum. 1 think Hector was not so clean- 
timber’d. f)3o 

Long. His leg is too big for Hector's. 
Dum. More calf, certain. 

Boyet. No ; he is best indued in the small. 
Ber. This cannot be Hector. 

Dum. He’s a god or a painter, for he 
makes faces. (>^r> 

Arm. The armipotent Mars, of lances the 
almighty, 

Gave Hector a gift — 

Dum. A gilt nutmeg. 

Ber. A lemon. 

Long. Stuck with cloves. 640 

Dum. No, cloven. 

Arm. Peace ! 

The armipotent Mars, of lances the almighty, 
Gave Hector a gift, the heir of llion ; 

A man so breathed that certain he would 
fight ye, 615 

From morn till night out of his pavilion. 
I am that flower — 

Dum. That mint. 

Long. I’hat columbine. 

Arm. Sweet Lord Longaville, rein thy 
tongue. 

Long. I must rather give it the rein, for 
it runs against Hector. 

Dum. Ay, and Hector's a greyhound. 
Arm. The sweet war-man is dead and 
rotten ; sweet chucks, beat not the bones 
of the buried ; when he breathed, he was a 
man. But I will forward with my device. 
[To the Princess] Sweet royalty, bestow on 
me the sense of hearing, 055 

[Berowne steps forth, and speaks to Costard. 
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Prin, Speak, brave Hector ; we are much 
delighted. 

Arm. 1 do adore thy sweet Grace’s 
slipper. 

Boyel, [Aside to Dunuiin] Loves her by 
the foot. 

Dum. [Aside to Boyel] He may not by 
the yard. 

Arm. This llecior far surmounted Han¬ 
nibal — ' 

Cost. The party is gone, fellow Hector, 
she is gone ; she is two months on her 
way. 

Arm. What meanest thou ? 

Cost, Faith, unless you play the honest 
Troyan, the poor wench is cast away. She’s 
quick ; the child brags in her belly already ; 
’tis yours. < 

Arm. Dost thou infamonize me among 
potentates ? Thou shalt die. 

Cost. Then shall Hector be whipt for 
Jaquenetta that is quick by him, and 
hang’d for Pompey that is dead by him. < 
Dtmi. Most rare Pompey ! 

Boyel. Renowned Pompey ! 

Ber. Greater than Great! Great, great, 
great Pompey ! Pompey the Huge ! 

Dum. Hector trembles. 

Ber, Pomju'y is moved. More Ates, more 
Ates ! Stir them on ! stir them on ! 

Dum. Hector will challenge him. 

Ber. Ay, if 'a have no more man’s blood 
in his belly than will sup a flea. 

Arm. By the North Pole, I do challenge 
thee. 

Cost. I will not fight with a pole, like a 
Northren man ; I’ll slash ; I’ll do it by the 
sword. I bepray you, let me borrow my 
arms again. 

Dum, Room for the incensed Worlhics! 
Co.sf. I’ll do it in my shirt. oso 

Dum. Most resolute Pompey ! 

Moth. Master, let me take you a button¬ 
hole lower. Do you not see Pompey is un- 
ca.sing for the combat ? What mean you ? 
You will lose your reputation. (><)<> 

Arm. Gentlemen and soldiers, pardon 
me ; 1 will not combat in my shirt. 

Dum. You may not deny it: Pompey 
hath made the challenge. 

Arm, Sweet bloods, I both may and will. 
Ber, What reason have you for’t ? <>•<?• 

Arm. The naked truth of it is : I have no 
shirt; I go vvoolward for penance. 

Boyd. True, and it was enjoined him in 
Rome for want of linen ; since when. I’ll 
be sworn, he wore none but a dish-clout of 
Jaquenetta’s, and that ’a wears next his 
heart for a favour. 

Enter as messenger, Monsieur Marcade. 

Mar. God save you, madam I 
Prin. Welcome, Marcade; 

But that thou interruptest our merriment. 


Mar. 1 am sorry, madam ; for the news 1 
bring 706 

Is heavy in my tongue. The King your 
father— 

Prin. Dead, for my life I 
Mar. Even so; my tale is told. 

Ber. Worthies, away ; the scene begins 
to cloud. 710 

Arm. For mine own part, I breathe free 
breath. I have seen the day of wrong 
through the little hole of discretion, and 1 
will right myself like a soldier, 

lExeunt Worthies. 
King. How fares your Majesty ? 

Prin. Boyet, prepare; 1 will away to¬ 
night. 715 

King, Madam, not so ; 1 do beseech you 
stay. 

Prin. Prepare, I say. 1 thank you, 
gracious lords, 

For all your fair endeavours, and entreat, 
Out of a new-sad soul, that you vouchsafe 
In your rich wisdom to excuse or hide tjo 
T he liberal opposition of our spirits, 

If over-boldly wx* have borne ourselves 
In the converse of breath—your gentleness 
Was guilty of it. Farewell, worthy lord. 

A heavy heart bears not a n mble tongue. 
Excuse me so, coming too short of thanks 
F'or my great suit so easily obtain’d. 

King. The extreme parts of time ex¬ 
tremely forms 

All causes to the purpose of his speed ; 
And often at his very loose decides 730 
That which long process could not arbi¬ 
trate. 

And though the mourning brow of progeny 
Forbid the smiling courtesy of love 
The holy suit w hich fain it would convince. 
Yet, since love’s argument was first on foot. 
Let not the cloud of sorrow jiistlc it 73 - 
From what it purpos’d; since to w'ail 
friends lost 

Is not by much so wholesome-profitable 
As to rejoice at friends but newly found. 
Prin. 1 understand you not; my griefs 
arc double. 74^ 

Ber. Honest plain words best pierce the 
ear of grief; 

And by these badges understand the King. 
For your fair sakes have we neglected time. 
Play'd foul play with our oaths ; your 
beauty, ladies, 

Hath much deforced us, fashioning our 
humours 745 

Even to the opposed end of our intents ; 
And what in us hath seem’d ridiculous. 

As love is full of unbefitting strains. 

All wanton as a child, skipping and vain; 
Form’d by the eye and therefore, like the 
eye, 750 

Full of strange shapes, of habits, and of 
forms, 

Varying in subjects as the eye doth roll 
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To every varied object in his glance; 
Which parti-coated presence of loose love 
Put on by us, if in your heavenly eyes 735 
Have misbecom’d our oaths and gravities, 
Those heavenly eyes that look into these 
faults 

Suggested us to make. Therefore, ladies, 
Our love being yours, the error that love 
makes 

Is likewise yours. We to ourselves prove 
false, 76c 

By being once false for ever to be true 
To those that make us both—fair ladies, 
you ; 

And even that falsehood, in itself a sin. 
Thus purifies itself and turns to grace. 
Prin. We have receiv'd your letters, full 
of love; 7^5 

Your favours, the ambassadors of love ; 
And, in our maiden council, rated them 
At courtship, pleasant jest, and courtesy. 
As bombast and as lining to the time; 

But more devout than this in our respects 
Have we not been ; and therefore met your 
loves 771 

In their own fashion, like a merriment. 
Dum. Our letters, madam, show'd much 
more than jest. 

Long. So did our looks. 

Ros. We did not quote them so. 

King. Now% at the latest minute of the 

hour, 773 

Grant us your loves. 

Prin. A time, methinks, too short 

To make a world-withoiit-cnd bargain in. 
No, no, my lord, your Grace is perjur'd 
much, 77 

Full of dear guiltiness ; and therefore this. 
If for my love, as there is no such cause, 
You will do aught—this shall you do for 
me: 

Your oath I will not trust; but go with 
speed 7'^ 

To some forlorn and naked hermitage. 
Remote from all the pleasures of the world ; 
There stay until the twelve celestial signs 
Have brought about the annual reckoning. 
If this austere insociable life 
Change not your offer made in heat of 
blood, 

If frosts and fasts, hard lodging and thin 
weeds, 7' 

Nip not the gaudy blossoms of your love. 
But that it bear this trial, and last love. 
Then, at the expiation of the year. 

Come, challenge me, challenge me by these 
deserts; 7 « 3 

And, by this virgin palm now kissing thine, 
I will be tf i ie ; and, till that instant, shut 
My woeful sdf up in a mournful house, 
Raining the tears of lamentation 
For the remembrance of my father’s death. 
If this thou do deny, let our hands part, 
Neither intitled in the other’s heart. 800 
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King, If this, or more than this» I would 
deny. 

To flatter up these powers of mine with 
rest. 

The sudden hand of death close up mine 
eye! 

Hence hermit then, my heart is in thy breast. 

Ber. And what to me, my love ? and what 
to me? 805 

Ros. You must be purged too, your sins are 
rack*d ; 

You are attaint with faults and perjury ; 
Therefore, if you my favour mean to get, 

A hvelvcmonth shall you spend, and never 
rest, 

Bui seek the weary beds of people sick, hio 

Dum. But what to me, my love ? but 
what to me ? 

A wife ? 

Kath. A beard, fair health, and honesty; 
With threefold love I wish you all these 
three. 

Dum. O, shall I say I thank you, gentle 
wife ? 

Kath. Not so, my lord ; a twelvemonth 
and a day S15 

ru mark no words that smooth-fac'd 
wooers say. 

Come when the King doth to my lady come; 
Then, if 1 have much love, I'll give you 
some. 

Dim. ril serve thee true and faithfully 
till then. 

Kath. Yet swear not, lest ye be forsworn 
again. .sao 

Long. What says Maria ? 

Mar. At the twelvemonth’s end 

ril change my black gown for a faithful 
friend. 

Long, ni stay with patience; but the 
time is long. 

Mar. Ihc liker you ; few taller are so 
young. 

Ber. Studies my lady ? Mistress, look on 
me; 825 

Behold the window of my heart, mine eye, 
What humble suit attends thy answer there. 
Impose some service on me for thy love. 

Ros. Oft have I heard of you, my Lord 
Berowne, 

Before I saw you; and the world’s large 
tongue 830 

Proclaims you for a man replete with 
mocks, 

Full of comparisons and wounding flouts. 
Which you on all estates will execute 
That lie within the mercy of your wit. 

To weed this wormwood from your fruitful 
brain, 835 

And therewithal to win me, if you please. 
Without the which I am not to be won. 
You shall this twelvemonth term from day 
to day 

Visit the speechless sick, and still converse 
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With groaning wretches; and your task 
shall be, 840 

With all the fierce endeavour of your wit. 
To enforce the pained impotent to smile. 
Bcr. To move wild laughter in the throat 
of death ? 

It cannot be ; it is impossible ,* 

Mirth cannot move a soul in agony. 84r. 
Ros, Why, that’s the way to choke a 
gibing spirit, 

Whose influence is begot of that loose grace 
Which shallow laughing hearers give to 
fools. 

A jest’s prosperity lies in the ear fiio 

Of him that hears it, never in the tongue 
Of him that makes it ; then, if sickly ears, 
Dcaf'd with the clamours of their own dear 
groans, h-.- 

Will hear your idle scorns, continue then. 
And I will have you and that fauU withal. 
But if they will not, throw away that spirit. 
And 1 shall find you empty of that fault, 
Right joyful of your reformation. m:, 

Ber. A twelvemonth ? Well, befall what 
will befall, 

I’ll jest a twch emonth in an hospital. 
Prirt. I'To the King] Ay, sweet my lord, 
and so 1 take my leave. ‘Sr,, 

King, No, madam ; we will bring you on 
your way. 

Ber, Our wooing doth not end like an old 
play: 

Jack hath not Jill, 'riiese ladies’ courtesy 
Might well have made our sport a comedy. 
King. Come, sir, it wants a twelvemonth 
an’ a day, 86-. 

And then 'twill end. 

Ber. That’s too long for a play. 

Re-enter Armado. 

Arm. Sweet Majesty, vouchsafe me— 
Prin. Was not that Hector ? 

Dum. The worthy knight of Troy, 86 
Arm. I will kiss thy royal finger, and take 
leave. 1 am a votary’: 1 have vow 'd to 
Jaqiienctta to hold the plough for her sweet 
love three year. But, most esteemed great¬ 
ness, will you hear the dialogue that the tw'o 
learned men have compiled in praise of the 
Owl and the Cuckoo ? It should have 
followed in the end of our show. 873 

King. Call them forth quickly; we will 
do so. 


Arm. l^lolla! approach. 

Enter All. 

This side is Hienis, Winter; this Ver, the 
Spring—the one maintained by the Owl, th' 
other by the Cuckoo. Ver, begin, & 3 o 

Spring. 

When daisies pied and violets blue 
And lady-smocks all silver-white 
And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue 
Do paint the meadows with delight, 

The cuckoo then on every tree 885 

Mocks married men, for thus sings he: 

‘ Cuckoo ; 

Cuckoo, cuckoo ’—O word of fear, 
Unpleasing to a married ear ! 

When shepherds pipe on oaten straws, Ryo 
And merry larks arc ploughmen's clocks ; 
When turtles tread, and rooks and claws. 
And maidens bleach their summer smocks ; 
The cuckoo then on every tree 
Mocks married men, for thus sings he : 895 

* Cuckoo ; 

Cuckoo, cuckoo ’—O word of fear, 
Unpleasing to a married ear I 

Winter. 

When icicles hang by the wall, 

And Dick the shepherd blow's his nail, 900 
And Torn bears logs into the hall, 

And milk comes frozen home in pail, 

When blood is nipp’d, and ways be foul. 
Then nightly sings the staring owl: 

‘ Tii-w'ho ; 905 

Tu-whit, Tu-who ’—A merry note, 

While greasy Joan doth keel the pot. 

When all aloud the wind doth blow. 

And coughing drowms the parson’s saw. 

And birds sit brooding in the snow, yia 
And Marian’s nose looks red and raw’. 
When roasted crabs hiss in the bowl, 

1 hen nightly sings the staring owl: 

' Tu-who ; 

Tu-whit, To-who ’—A merry note, 915 
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot. 

Arm. The words of Mercury are harsh 
after the songs of Apollo. You that way ; 
w.e this wav. [Ejccunf. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAi 


Theshus, Duke of Athens. 

Egeus, father to Hermia. 

Demetrius, } 

Philostrate, Master of the Revels to 
Theseus. 

Quince, a carpenter. 

Snug, a joiner. 

Bottom, a weaver. 

Flute, a bellows-menden 
Snout, a tinker. 

Starveling, a tailor. 

Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons, be¬ 
trothed to Theseus. 

Hermia, daiifihter to Egeus, in love with 
LysandCf;, 

Helena, in ^.ve with Demetrius. 


Oberon, King of the Fairies. 
Titania, Queen of the Fairies. 
Puck, or Robin Goodfellow. 
Peaseblossom, 

Cobweb, I r.; • o 

moth, 

Mustardseed, J 


Prologue, 

Pyuamus, 

Thisby, 

Wall, 

Moonshine, 

Lion, 


presented J 
by ^ 


Quince. 

Bottom. 

Flute. 

Snout, 

Starveling. 

Snug. 


Other Fairies attending their King and Queen. 
Attendants on fhesetis and Hippolyia. 


The Sc ene : Athens and a ivood near it. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Athens. The palace of Theseus. 

Enter Theseus, Hippolyta, Philostrate, 
and Attendants. 

The. Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial 
hour 

Draws on apace ; four happy days bring in 
Another moon; but, O, methinks, how 
slow 

This old moon wanes! She lingers my 
desires, 

Like to a step-dame or a dowager, 

Long withering out a young man’s revenue. 
Hip. Four days will quickly steep them¬ 
selves in night; 

Four nights will quickly dream away the 
time; 

And then the moon, like to a silver bow 
New-bent in heaven, shall behold the night 
Of our solemnities. 

The. Go, Philostrate, n 

Stir up the Athenian youth to merriments ; 
Awake the pert and nimble spirit of mirth ; 
Turn melancholy forth to funerals; 

The pale companion is not for our pomp. ? 

lExit Philostrate. 

Hippolyta, I woo’d thee with my sword, 
And won thy love doing thee injuries; 

But I will wed thee in another key. 

With pomp, with triumph, and with 
revelling. 

Enter Egeus, and his daughter Hermia, 
Lysander, and Demetrius. 

Ege. Happy be Theseus, our renowned 
Duke! 20 


The. Thanks, good Egeus ; what's the 
news with thee ? 

Ege. Full of vexation come 1 , with com¬ 
plaint 

Against my child, my /a ighter Hermia. 
Stand forth, Demetrius. My noble lord. 
This man hath my consent to marry her. 
Stand forth, Lysander. And, my gracious 
Duke, 

This man hath bewitch’d the bosom of my 
child. 

Thou, thou, Lysander, thou hast given her 
rhymes, 

And interchang’d love-tokens with my 
child ; 

Thou hast by moonlight at her window- 
sung, so 

With feigning voice, verses of feigning love, 
And stol’n the impression of her fantasy 
With bracelets of thy hair, rings, gawds, 
conceits. 

Knacks, trifles, nosegays, sweetmeats— 
messengers 

Of strong prcvailment in unhardened 
youth; .v-) 

With cunning hast thou filch’d my 
daughter’s heart; 

Turn’d her obedience, w'hich is due to me. 
To stubborn harshness. And, my gracious 
Duke, 

Be it so she will not here before your Grace 
Consent to marry with Demetrius, io 
I beg the ancient privilege of Athens : 

As she is mine I may dispo: c of h^.-r ; 
Which shall be either to this gentleman 
Or to her death, according to onr law 
Immediately provided in that case, 45 
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Scene 1] 

The, What say you. Hermia ? Be 
advis'd, fair maid. 

To you your father should be as a god; 
One that compos'd your beauties ; yea, 
and one 

To whom you are but as a form in wax. 
By him imprinted, and within his power 50 
To leave the figure, or disfigure it. 
Demetrius is a worthy gentleman. 

Her, So is Lysander. 

The. In himself he is ; 

But, in this kind, wanting your father’s 
voice, 

The other must be held the worthier. 

Her. 1 would my father look’d but with 
my eyes. 

The. Rather your eyes must with his 
judgment look. 

Her. I do entreat your Grace to pardon 
me. 

I know not by what power I am made bold, 
Nor how it may concern rny modesty > 
In such a presence here to plead mv 
thoughts; 

But 1 beseech your Grace that I may kno'w 
The worst that may befall me in this case, 
If I refuse to wed Demetrius. oi 

The. Eitlier to die the death, or to abjure 
I'or ever the society of men. 

Therefore, fair Hermia, question your 
desires, 

Know of your youth, examine well your 
blood, 

Whether, if you yield not to your father’s 
choice, 

You can endure the livery of a nun, ;• 
h’or aye to be in shady cloister mew’d. 

To live a barren sister all your life. 
Chanting faint hymns to the cold fruitless 
moon. 

Thrice-blessed they that master so their 
blood 

To undergo such maiden pilgrimage ; 

But carthlier happy is the rose distill’d 
Than that which withering on the virgin 
thorn 

Grows, lives, and dies, in single blessedness. 

Her. So will I grow, so live, so die, my 
lord, 

Ere I will yield my virgin patent up 
Unto his lordship, whose unwished yoke 
My soul consents not to give sovereignty. 

The. Take time to pause; and by the 
next new moon— 

The seaiing-day betwixt my love and me 
For everlasting bond of fellowship— 

Upon that day either prepare to die 
For disobedience to your father’s will. 

Or else to wed Demetrius, as he would. 

Or on Diana’s altar to protest 

For aye austerity and single life. <r> 

Dem. Relent, sweet Hermia; and, 
Lysander, yield 

Thy crazed title to my certain light. 


Lys. You have her father's love, 
Demetrius ; 

Let me have Hermia's ; do you marry him. 
Ege. Scornful Lysander, true, he hath 
my love ; 03 

And what is mine my lo\e shall render 
him; 

And she is mine ; and all my right of her 
I do estate unto Demetiius. 

Lys. I am, my lord, as well deriv'd as he. 
As well possess’d ; my love is more than 

his; JOT 

My fortunes every way as fairly rank’d, 

If not with vantage, as Demetrius’ ; 

And, which is more than all these boasts 
can be, 

1 am bclov'd of beauteous Hermia. km 
W hy should not I then prosecute my right ? 
Demetrius, I’ll avouch it to his head, 

Made love to Nedar's daughter, Helena, 
And won her soul; and she, swxvt lady, 
dotes, 

Devoutly ciotes, dotes in idolatry, 

Upon this spotted and inconstant man. tto 
The. 1 must confess that 1 have heard so 
much, 

And with Demetrius thought to have spoke 
thereof; 

But, being over-full of self-aflairs, 

My mind did lose it. But, Demetrius, come; 
And come, Egeus ; you shall go with me ; 
I have some private schooling for you both. 
For you, fair Hermia, look you arm yourself 
"J o fit your fancies to your father’s will. 

Or else the law of Athens yields you up— 
Which by no means we may extenuate— 
To death, or to a vow of single life. ur 
Come, my Hippolyta ; what cheer, my 
love ? 

Demetrius, and Egeus, go along; 

I must employ you in some business 
Against our nuptial, and confer with you 
Of something nearly that concerns your¬ 
selves. i.:6 

Ege. With duty and desire we follow you. 

[Hxeioit all hut Lysander and Hermia. 
Lys. How uow, my love ! Why is your 
check so pale ? 

How chance the roses there do fade so fast ? 
Her. Belike for want of rain, which I 
could well 130 

Betcem them from the tempest of my eyes. 
Lys. Ay me ! for aught that I could ever 
read, 

Could ever hear by tale or history. 

The course of true love never did run 
smooth ; 

But cither it was different in blood- 

Her. O cross ! too high to be enthrall'd 
to low. 131 

Lys, Or else misgraffed in respect of 
years— 

Her. O spite! too old to be engag’d to 
young. 
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Lys. Or else it stood upon the choice of 
friends— 

Her. O hell! to choose love by another's 
eyes. 

Lys. Or, if there were a sympathy in 
choice, 

War, death, or sickness, did lay siege to it, 
Making it momentary as a sound, 

Swift as a shadow, short as any dream. 
Brief as the lightning in the collied night 
That, in a spleen, unfolds both heaven and 
earth. 

And ere a man hath power to say * Behold! ’ 
The jaws of darkness do devour it up ; 

So quick bright things come to confusion. 

Her. If then true lovers have been ever 
cross'd, 150 

It stands as an edict in destiny. 

Then let us teach our trial patience. 
Because it is a customary cross, 

As due to love as thoughts and dreams and 
sighs. 151 

Wishes and tears, poor Fancy's followers. 

Lys. A good persuasion ; therefore, hear 
me, F cr nia : 

I have a widow aunt, a dowager 
Of great revenue, and she hath no child— 
From Athens is her house remote seven 
leagues— 

And she respects me as her only son. 

Th<rj, gentle Hermia, may I marry thee; 
And to that place the sharp Athenian law 
Cannot pursue us. If thou lovest me then, 
Steal forth thy father's house to-morrow 
night; 

And in the wood, a league without the 
town, 165 

Where I did meet thee once with Helena 
To do observance to a morn of May, 

There will I stay for thee. 

Her. My good Lysandcr ! 

I swear to thee by Cupid’s strongCvSt bow, 
By his best arrow', with the golden head, 170 
By the simplicity of Venus’ doves, 

By that which knitteth souls and prospers 
loves. 

And by that fire which burn’d the Carthage 
Queen, 

When the false Troyan under sail was seen. 
By all the vows that ever men have broke, 
In number more than ever women spoke, 

In that same place thou hast appointed me, 
To-morrow truly W'dl I meet with thee. 

Lys. Keep promise, love. Look, here 
comes Helena. 

Enter Helena. 

Her. God speed fair Helena! Whither 
away ? 180 

Hel. Call you me fair ? That fair again 
unsay. 

Demetrius loves your fair. O happy fair! 
Your eyes are lode-stars and your 
tongue's sweet air 


[Act 1 

More tuneable than lark to shepherd's ear, 
When wheat is green, when hawthorn buds 
appear. 185 

Sickness is catching; O, were favour so. 
Yours would I catch, fair Hermia, ere I go ! 
My ear should catch your voice, my eye 
your eye. 

My tongue should catch your tongue's 
sweet melody. 

Were the world mine, Demetrius being 
bated, hjo 

The rest 1 d give to be to you translated. 
O, teach me how you look, and with what 
art 

You sway the motion of Demetrius' heart! 

Her. I frowm upon him, yet he lov'es me 
still. 

Hel. O that your frowns would teach my 
smiles such skill! 195 

Her. 1 give him curses, yet he gives me 
love. 

Hel. O that my prayers could such 
affection move! 

Her. The more I hate, the more he follows 
me. 

Hel. The more I love, the more he hateth 
me. 

Her. His folly, Helena, is no fault of 
mine. ^.’oo 

Hel. None, but your beauty ; would that 
fault were mine ! 

Her. Take comfort; he no more shall see 
my fac c ; 

Lysandcr and myself w'ill fly this place. 
Before the time T did Lysander see, 

Seem'd Athens as a paradise to me. 205 

O, then, what graces in my love do dw'ell. 
That he hath turn'd a heaven unto a 
hell! 

Lys. Helen, to you our minds we will 
unfold ; 

To-morrow night, when Plurhe doth behold 
Her silver visage in the wat’ry glass, 210 
Decking with liquid pearl the bladed grass, 
A time that lo veers’ flights doth still conceal, 
Through Athens’ gates have we devis'd to 
steal. 

Her. And in the wood where often you 
and I 2M 

Upon faint primrose beds were wont to lie, 
Emptying our bosoms of their counsel 
sweet. 

There my Lysander and myself shall meet; 
And thence from Athens turn away our 
eyes. 

To seek new friends and stranger com¬ 
panies. 

Farewell, sweet playfellow ; pray thou for 

us, 220 

And good luck grant thee thy Demetrius ! 
Keep word, Lysandcr ; we must starve our 
sight 

From lovers' food till morrow deep 
midnight. 


200 



A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 


Scene 1] 

Lys. 1 will, my Hermia. [Exit Hermia. 

Helena adieu; 

As you on him, Demetrius dote on you ! ^ 
[Exit Lysander, 
Heh How happy some o’er other some 
can be! 

Through Athens I am thought as fair as she. 
But what of that ? Demetrius thinks not so; 
He will not know what all but he do know. 
And as he errs, doting on Hcrni a's eyes. 

So I, admiring of his qualities. 

Things base and vile, holding no quantity, 
Love can transpose to form and dignity. 
Love looks not with the eyes, but with the 
mind; 

And therefore is wing’d Cupid painted 
blind. 235 

Nor hath Love’s mind of any judgment 
taste ; 

Wings and no eyes figure unheedy haste ; 
And therefore is Love said to be a child, 
Because in choice he is so oft beguil’d. 

As waggish boys in game themselves for¬ 
swear, 240 

So the boy Love is perjur’d everywhere ; 
For ere Demetrius look’d on Hermia’s cyne, 
He hail’d down oaths that he was only 
mine : 

And when this hail some heat from Hermia 
felt, 

So he dissolv’d, and show'rs of oaths did 
melt. 245 

I will go tell him of fair Hermia’s flight; 
Then to the wood will he to-morrow night 
Pursue her; and for this intelligence 
If I have thanks, it is a dear expense. 

But herein mean I to enrich my pain, 250 
To have his sight thither and back again. 

[Exit. 

Scene II. Athens, Quince*s house. 

Enter Qvince, Snug, Boitom, Flute, 
Snout and Starveling. 

Quin. Is all our company here ? 

Boi. You were best to call them generally, 
man by man, according to the scrip. 

Quin. Here is the scroll of every man's 
name which is thought fit, through all 
Athens, to play in our interlude before the 
Duke and the Duchess on his wedding-day 
at night. 0 

Boi. First, good Peter Quince, say what 
the play treats on ; then read the names 
of the actors ; and so grow to a point. 9 
Quin. Marry, our play is ‘ The most 
Lamentable Comedy and most Cruel Death 
of Pyramus and Thisby 

Bot. A very good piece of work, I assure 
you, and a merry. Now, good Peter Quince, 
call forth your actors by the scroll. Masters, 
spread yourselves. m 

Quin. Answer, as I call you. Nick 
Bottom, the weaver. 


Bot, Ready, Name what part I am for, 
and proceed. 

Qum. You, Nick Bottom, are set down 
for Pyriunus. 

Bot. What is Pyramus ? A lover, or a 
tyrant ? 

Quin. A lover, that kills himself most 
gallant for love. 19 

Boi. That will ask some tears in the true 
performing of it. If I do it, let the audience 
look to their eyes ; 1 will move storms ; I 
will condole in some measure. To the rest— 
yet my chief humour is for a tyrant. I 
could play Ercles rarely, or a part to tear 
a cat in, to make all split. 

' The raging rocks ^5 

And shivering shocks 
Shall break the locks 
Of prison gates; 

And Phibbiis’ car 
Shall shine from far, 30 

And make and mar 
The foolish Fates 

This was lofty. Now name the rest of the 
players. This is Ercles’ %ein, a tyrant’s 
vein : a lover is more condoling. .34 

Quin. Francis Flute, the bellows-mender. 
riu. Here, Peter Quince. 

Quin, Flute, you must take Thisby on 
you. 

Flu, What is Thisby ? A wand’ring 
knight ? 

Quin. It is the lady that Pyramus must 
love. V) 

Flu. Nay, faith, let not me play a woman; 
I have a beard coming. 

Quin. That's all one; you shall play it 
in a mask, and you may speak as small as 
you will. 43 

Bot. An I may hide my face, let me play 
Thisby too. I'll speak in a monstrous little 
voice : ‘ Thisne, Thisne ! ’ I Then speaking 
small] * Ah Pyramus, my lover dear! Thy 

T 1 ir.by dear, and lady dear! * 46 

Quin. No, no, you must play Pyramus; 
and. Flute, yon Thisby, 

Well, proceed. 

Quirt. Robin Starveling, the tailor, 50 
Star. Here, Peter Quince. 

Quin. Robin Starveling, you must play 
Th shy’s mother. Tom Snout, the tinker. 
Snout. Here, Peter Quince. 34 

Quin. You, Pyramus' father; myself, 
Thisby’s father ; Snug, the joiner, you, the 
lion’s part. And, I hope, here is a play 
fitted. 57 

Snug. Have you the lion’s part written ? 
Pray you, if it be, give it me, for I am slow 
of study. 

Quin. You may do it extempore, for it is 
notiling but roaring. 6i 

Boi. Let me play the Hon too. I will roar 
that I will do any man’s heart good to hear 
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me ; I will roar that I will make the Diike 
say ‘ Let him roar again, let him roar 
again \ 

Quin, An you should do it too terribly, 
you would fright the Duchess and the 
ladies, that they would shriek ; and that 
were enough to hang us all. 

AH. That would hang us, every mother’? 
son. 

Bot. I grant you, friends, if you should 
fright the ladies out of their wits, they 
would have no more discretion but to hang 
us; but 1 will aggravate my voice so, that 
1 will roar you as gently as any sucking 
dove; I will roar you an ’twcrc any 
nightitigale. 

Quin, You can play no part but Pyramus; 
for Pyramus is a sweet-fac’d man; a 
proper man, as one shall see in a summer’s 
day ; a most lovely gentleman-like man ; 
therefore you must needs play Pyramus. 

Bot, Well, I will undertake it. What 
beard were I best to play it in ? 

Quin, Why, what you will. 

Bot. 1 will discharge it in either your 
straw-colour beard, your orange-tawny 
beard, your purplc-in-grain beard, or your 
French-crown-colour beard, your perfect 
yellow. ^ ^ 

Quin, Some of your French crowns have 
no hair at all, and then you will play bare¬ 
faced. But, masters, here are your parts : 
and 1 am to entreat you, request you, and 
desire you, to con them by to-morrow 
night; and meet me in the palace wood, 
a mile without the town, by moonlight; 
there will w'c rehearse; for if we meet in 
the city, we shall be dogg’d with company, 
and our devices kimwn. In the meantime 
I will draw a bill of properties, such as cur 
play wants. I pray you, fail me not. m 

Bot, We will meet; and there we may 
rehearse most obscenely and couragcoufly. 
Take pains ; be perfect; adieu. 

Quin. At the Duke’s oak we meet. v; 

Bot, Enough ; hold, or cut bow-strings. 

[Exeuui. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. A wood near Athens, 

Enter a Fairy at one door, and Puck at 
another. 

Puck. How now, spirit ! whither wander 
you ? 

Fai, Over hill, over dale, 

Thorough bush, thorough brier. 
Over park, over pale. 

Thorough flood, thorough fire, 

I do wander every where, 

Swifter than the moon's sphere ; 

And I serve the T'airy Queen, 

To dew her orl)s upon the green. 9 


The cowslips tall her pensioners be ; 
In their gold coats spots you see; 
Those be rubies, fairy favours, 

In those freckles live their savours. 

I must go seek some dewdrops here, 

And hang a pearl in every cowslip’s ear. > 
Farewell, thou lob of spirits ; Pll be gone. 
Our Queen and all her elves come here anon. 

Puck. The King doth keep his revels here 
to-night; 

Take heed the Queen come not within his 
sight; 

For Oberon is passing fell and wrath, 
Because that she as her attendant hath 
A lovely boy, stolen from an Indian king. 
She never had so sweet a changeling; 

And jealous Oberon would have the child 
Knight of his train, to trace the forests wild ; 
But she perforce withholds the loved boy, 
Crowns him with flowers, and makes him 
all her joy. ^7 

And now they never meet in grove or green, 
By fountain clear, or spangled starlight 
sheen, 

But they do square, that all their elves for 
fear 30 

Creep into acorn cups and hide them there. 

Fai. Either 1 mistake your shape and 
making quite. 

Or else you are that shrewd and knavish 
sprite 

Call'd Robin Goodfcllow. Arc not you he 
That frights the maidens of the villagery, 
Sk m milk, and sometimes labour in the 
quern, 

And bootless make the breathless housewife 
churn, 

And sometime make the drink to bear no 
barm. 

Mislead night-wanderers, laughing at their 
harm ? 

Those that Hobgoblin call you, and sweet 
Puck, 

You do their work, and they shall have 
good luck. 

Are not you he ? 

Puck. Thou speakest aright: 

I am that merry wanderer of the night. 

1 jest to Oberon, and make him smile 
When I a fat and bean-fed horse beguile, i*) 
Neighing in likeness of a filly foal; 

And sometime lurk I in a gossip’s bowl 
In very likeness of a roasted crab, 

And, when she drinks, against her lips 
I bob, 49 

And on her withered dewlap pour the ale. 
The wisest aunt, telling the saddest tale, 
Sometime for three-foot stool mistaketh 
me; 

Then slip I from her bum, down topples 
she, 

And ‘ tailor ’ cries, and falls into a cough ; 
And then the whole quire hold their hips 
and laugh, 55 
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And waxen in their mirth, and neeze, and 
swear 

A merrier hour was never wasted there. 
But room, fairy, here comes Oberon. 

Ffli. And here my mistress. Would that 
he were gone! 

Enter OiUiRON at one door, with his Train, 
and Titania, at another, with hers, 

Ohe, III met by moonlight, proud Titania. 

Tita. What, jealous Oberon ! Fairies, 
skip hence ; <1 

1 have forsworn his bed and company. 

Obe. Tarry, rash wanton ; am not 1 thy 
lord ? 

Tita, Then I must be thy lady ; but I 
know 

When thou hast stolen away from fairy 
land, «'5 

And in the shape of Corin sat all day. 
Playing on pipes of corn, and versing love 
To amorous Phillida. Why art thou here, 
Come from the farthest steep of India, 

But that, forsooth, the bouncing Amazon, 
Your buskin'd mistress and your warrior 
love, 71 

To Theseus must be wedded, and you 
come 

To give their bed joy and prosperity ? 

Obe. IIow canst thou thus, for shame, 
Titania, 

Glance at my credit with Hippolyta, 
Knowing I know thy love to 7 'hcseus ? 
Didst not thou lead him through the 
glimmering night 

From Perigouna, whom he ravished ? 

And make him with fair AEglcs break his 
faith. 

With Ariadne and Antiopa ? 

Tita. These are the forgeries of jealousy ; 
And never, since the middle summer’s 
spring, 

Met we on hill, in dale, forest, or mead. 

By paved fountain, or by rushy brook. 

Or in the beached margent of the sea, s 
To dance our ringlets to the whistling wind. 
But with thy brawls thou hast disturb’d 
our sport. 

Therefore the winds, piping to us in vain. 
As in revenge, have suck’d up from the sea 
Contagious fogs ; which, falling in the land. 
Hath every pelting river made so proud «i 
That they have overborne their continents. 
The ox hath therefore stretch’d his yoke in 
vain. 

The ploughman lost his sweat, and the 
green corn u; 

Hath rotted ere his youth attain’d a beard ; 
The fold stands empty in the drowned field. 
And crows are fatted with the murr.on 
flock; 

The nine men’s morris is fill’d up with mud. 
And the quaint mazes in the wanton green, 
For lack of tread, arc undistinguishable. xoo 


The human mortals want their winter 
here; 

No night is now with hymn or carol blest; 
Therefore the moon, the governess of floods. 
Pale in her anger, washes all the air. 

That rheumatic diseases do abound. 105 
And thorough this distemperature we see 
The seasons alter: hoary-headed frosts 
Fall in the fresh lap of the crimson rose ; 
And on old Hiems* thin and icy crown 100 
An odorous chaplet of sweet summer buds 
Is, as in mockery, set. The spring, the 
summer, 

The childing autumn, angry winter, change 
Ihcir wonted liveries; and the mazed 
world. 

By their increase, now knows not which is 
which. 

And this same progeny of evils comes 11 s 
From our debate, from our dissension ; 

We are their parents and original. 

Ohe, Do you amend it, then; it lies in 
you. 

Why should Titania cross her Oberon ? 

I do but beg a little changeling boy r:;o 
To be my henchman. 

Tita, Set your heart at rest; 

The fairy land buys not the child of me. 
His mother was a vot’rcss of my order; 
And, in the spiced Indian air, by night. 
Full often hath she gossip’d by my side; ir.5 
And sat with me on Neptune’s yellow sands, 
Marking th' embarked traders on the flood ; 
When we have laugh’d to see the sails 
conceive. 

And grow big-bellied with the w anton w'ind; 
Which she, with pretty and with swimming 
gait 13« 

Following—her womb then rich with my 
young squire— 

Would imitate, and sail upon the land. 

To fetch me trifles, and return again, 

As from a voyage, rich with merchandise. 
But she, being mortal, of that boy did 
die; 

And for her sake do 1 rear up her boy ; : v 
And for her sake I will not part with him. 
Obe. How long within this wood intend 
you stay ? 

Tita. Perchance till after Theseus’ wed¬ 
ding-day. 

If you will patiently dance in our round, r r- 
And sec our moonlight revels, go with us ; 
If not, shun me, and I will spare your 
haunts. 

Obe. Give me that boy and 1 will go with 
thee. 

Tita. Not for thy fairy kingdom. Fairies, 
away. 144 

We shall chide downright if I longer stay. 

[Exit Titania wlih her Train, 
Obe. Well, go thy way; thou shalt not 
from this grove 

Till I torment thee for this injury. 
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My gentle Puck, come hither. Thou re- Hence, get thee gone, and follow me no 
memb'rest more. 


Since orxe I sat upon a promonton% m 
A nd heard a mermaid on a dolphin’s back 
Uttering such dulcet and harmonious 
breath 

That the rude sea grew civil at her song. 
And certain stais shot madly from their 
spheres 

To hear the sea-maid’s music. 

Puck. 1 remember. 

Obe. 'Fliat very time I saw, but thou 
couldst not, 3 55 

Flying between the cold moon and the 
earth 

Cupid, all arm’d ; a certain aim he took 
At a fair vestal, throned by the west. 

And loos’d his love-shaft smartly from his 
bow, 

As it should pierce a hundred thousand 
hearts; uro 

But I might see young Cupid’s fiery shaft 
Quench’d in the chaste beams of the wat'ry 
moon ; 

And the imperial vot’ress passed on, 

In maiden meditation, fancy-free. 

Yet mark’d I where the bolt cf Cupid fell. 
It fell upon a little western flower, 

Before milk-white, now purple with love’s 
wound. 

And maidens call it Love-in-idleness. 

Fetch me that lloAv’r, the herb 1 showed 
thee once. 

The juice of it on sleeping eyelids laid iro 
Will make or man or woman madly dote 
Upon the next live creature that it sees. 
Fetch me this herb, and be thou here again 
Ere tlie leviathan can swim a league. 

Puck. I’ll put a girdle round about the 
earth 17; 

In forty minutes. [Exit Puck. 

Obe. Having once this juice. 

I’ll watch Titania when she is asleep. 

And drop the liquor of it in her eyes ; 

The next thing then she waking looks upon. 
Be it on lion, bear, or wolf, or bull, iso 
On meddling monkey, or on busy ape. 

She shall pursue it with the soul of love. 
And ere 1 take this charm from off her 
sight, 

As I can take it with another herb, 

I’ll make her render up her page to me. i«5 
But who comes here ? 1 am invisible ; 

And I will overhear their conference. 

Enter Demetrius, Helena following him. 

Dem. I love thee not, therefore pursue 
me not. 

Where is Lysander and fair Hermia ? 

The one I’ll slay, the other slayeth me. 190 
Thou told’st me they were stol’n unto this 
wood, 

And here am 1 , and wood within this wood,; 
Because 1 cannot meet my Hermia. I 
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Hel. You draw me, you hard-hearted 
adamant; 195 

But yet you draw not iron, for my heart 
Is true as steel. Leave you your power to 
draw. 

And I shall have no power to follow you. 

Dem. Do I entice you ? Do I speak you 
fair ? 

Or, rather, do I not in plainest truth 
Tell you 1 do not nor 1 cannot love you 1 

Hel. And even for that do I love you the 
more. 

I am your spaniel; and, Demetrius, 
ihe more you beat me, I will fawn on you. 
Use me but as your spaniel, spurn me, strike 
me, ::o$ 

Neglect me. lose me; only give me leave, 
Unworthy as I am, to follow you. 

What w'orscr place can I beg in your love. 
And yet a place of high respect with me. 
Than to be used as you use your dog ? 210 

Dem. Tempt not too much the hatred of 
my spirit ; 

For I am sick when I do look on thee. 

Hel. And I am sick when I look not on 
you. 

Dem. You do impeach your modesty too 
much 

To leave the city and commit yourself .^15 
Into the hands of one that loves you not; 
To trust the opportunity of night. 

And the ill counsel of a desert place. 

With the rich worth of your virginity. 

Hel. Your virtue is my privilege for 
that; 

It is not night when 1 do see your face. 
Therefore I think 1 am not in the night; 
Nor doth this wood lack worlds of com¬ 
pany. 

For you, in my respect, are all the world. 
Ihen how can it be said 1 am alone 
When all the world is here to look on rae? 

Dem. I’ll run from thee and hide me in 
the brakes, 

And leave thee to the mercy of wild beasts. 

Hel. The wildest hath not such a heart as 
you. 

Run when you will; the story shall be 
chang’d : 3 vj 

Apollo flies, and Daphne holds the chase; 
Ihe dove pursues the griffin ; the mild 
hind 

Makes speed to catch the tiger—bootless 
speed, 

When cowardice pursues and valour flies. 

Dem. I will not stay thy questions : let 
me go; 335 

Or, if thou follow me, do not believe 
But I shall do thee mischiei in the wood. 

Hel. Ay, in the temple, in the town, the 
field. 

You do me ^schief. Fie, Demetrius t 
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Scene 1] 

Your wrongs do set a scandal on my sex. 240 
We cannot fight for love as men may do; 
We should be woo'd, and were not made 
to woo. Demetrius, 

I’ll follow thee, and make a heaven of hell. 
To die upon the hand I love so well. 

[Exit Helena. 

Obe. Fare thee well, nymph ; ere he do 
leave this grove, 

Thou shalt fly him, and he shall seek thy 
love. 

Re-enter Puck. 

Hast thou the flower there ? Welcome, 
wanderer. 

Puck. Ay, there it is. 

Obe. I pray thee give it me. 

1 know a bank where the wild thyme blows. 
Where oxlips and tlie nodding violet grows, 
Quite over-canopied with luscious wood¬ 
bine, i 

With sweet musk-roses, and with eglantine; 
There sleeps Fitania sometime of the night, 
Lull'd in these flowers with dances and 
delight; 

And there tlie snake throw’s her enamcll’d 
skin, jjs*, 

Weed w ide enough to wrap a fairy in ; 

And with the juice of this I'll streak her 
eyes. 

And make her full of hateful fantasies, 
lake thou some of it, and seek through this 
grove : 

A sweet Athenian lady is in love 
With a disdainful youth ; anoint his eyes ; 
But do it when the next thing he espies 
May be the lady. Ihou shalt know the man 
By the Athenian garments he hath on. 
liffect it with some care, that he may prove 
More fond on her than she upon her love. 
And look tlwu meet me ore the first cock 

ClOW’. -A; 

Puck. Fear not, my lord ; your servant 
shall do so. [Exeunt 

Scene 11 . Another part of the wood. 

Enter Titania, with her Train. 

Tiia. Come now, a roundel and a fairy 
song; 

Then, for the third part of a minute, hence : 
Seme to kill cankers in the iniisk-rose buds; 
Some war w ith rere-rnico for their leathern 
wings, 

To make my small elves coats; and some 
keep back 5 

The clamorous owl that nightly hoots and 
wonders 

At our quaint spirits. Sing me now asleep ; 
Then to your offices, and let me rest. 

The Fairies sing, 

1 Fairy, You spotted snakes with double 
tongue, 


Thorny hedgehogs, be not seen; 10 
Newts and blind-worms, do no 
wrong, 

Come not near our fairy Queen, 

Chorus, Philomel with melody 

Sing in our sweet lullaby. 

Lulla, lulla, lullaby; lulla, lulla, 
lullaby. 15 

Never harm 
Nor spell nor charm 
Come our lovely lady nigh. 

So good night, with lullaby. 19 

2 Fairy. Weaving spiders, come not here ; 

Hence, you long-legg’d spinners, 
hence. 

Beetles black, approach not near ; 
Worm nor snail do no oiTence. 

Chorus. Philomel with melody, etc, 

I Titania sleeps, 

I Fairy. Hence aw’ay ; now all is well, .’s 
One aloof stand sentinel. 

(BxvMn/ Fairies. 

Enter Oberon and scfueezes the flower on 
Titania’s eyelids. 

Obe, What thou secst when thou dost 
wake. 

Do it for thy true-love take; 

Love and languish for his sake. 

Be it ounce, or cat, or bear, so 

Pard, or boar with bristled hair, 

In thy eye that shall appear 
When thou wak'st, it is thy dear. 

Wake when some vile thing is near. [Exif. 

Enter Lysander and Hermia. 

Lys. Fair love, you faint with wand’ring 
in the wood ; 3.5 

And, to speak troth, I have forgot our 
way ; 

W’e'll rest us, Hermia, if you think it good. 
And tarry for the comfort of the day. 

Her. Be it so, Lysander : find you out a 
bed. 

For I upon this bank will rest my head. 40 
Lys. One turf shall serve as pillow for us 
both ; 

One heart, one bed, two bosoms, and one 
troth. 

Her. Nay, good Lysander; for my sake, 
my dear. 

Lie further oft yet; do not lie so near. 
Lys. O, take the sense, sweet, of my 
innocence! 45 

Love takes the meaning in love's confer¬ 
ence. 

I mean that my heart unto yours is knit, 
So that but one heart we can make of it; 
Two bosoms interchained with an oath. 

So then two bosoms and a single troth. 50 
Then by your side no bed-room me deny, 
For lying so, Hermia, I do not lie. 
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Her. Lysander riddles very prettily. 

Now much beshrew irty manners and my 
pride, 

If Hermia meant to say Lysander lied I 55 
But, gentle friend, for love and courtesy 
Lie further off, in human modesty; 

Such separation as may well be said 
Becomes a virtuous bachelor and a maid, 
So far be distant; and good night, sw'eet 
friend. 6 

Thy love ne'er alter till thy sweet life end 
Lys, Amen, amen, to that fair prayer 
say I; 

And then end life when I end loyalty I 
Here is my bed ; sleep give thee all his rest! 
Her, With half that wish the wisher’.* 
eyes be press’d ! [They sleep. 

Enter Puck. 

Puck, Through the forest have I gone, 
But Athenian found 1 none r? 
On whose eyes I might approve 
This flower’s force in stirring love. 
Night and silence—Who is here ? 
Weeds of Athens he doth wear : 
This is he, my master said, 
De.spiscd the Athenian maid ; 
And here the maiden, sleeping 
sound, 

On the dank and dirty ground. 7 
Pretty soul! she durst not lie 
Near this lack-love, this kill- 
courtesy. 

Churl, upon thy eyes 1 throw 
All the power this charm doth 
owe : 

When thou wak'st let love forbid 
Sleep his scat on thy eyelid. 

So awake when I am gone; 

For I must now to Oberon. [ExU. 

Enter Demetrius and Helena, running, 

Hel. Stay, though thou kill me, sweet 
Demetrius. 

Dent. 1 charge thee, hence, and do not 
haunt me thus. 

Hel, O, wilt thou darkling leave me ? Do 
not so. 

Dent. Stay on thy peril; I alone will go. 

[Exit Demetrius, 
Hel, O, I am out of breath in this fond 
chase I 

The more my prayer, the lesser is my 
grace. 

Happy is Hermia, wheresoe'er she lies, 

For she hath blessed and attractive eyes. 
How came her eyes so bright ? Not with 
salt tears ; 

If sc, my eyes are oft'ner wash'd than hers. 
No, no, I am as ugly as a bear, 

For beasts that meet me run away for fear ; 
Therefore no marvel though Demetrius •)> 
Do, as a monster, fly my presence thus. 
What wicked and dissembling glass of mine 
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Made me compare with Hermia's sphery 
eyne ? 

But who is here ? Lysander! on the 
ground! 100 

Dead, or asleep ? 1 see no blood, no 

wound. 

Lysander, if you live, good sir, awake. 

Lys, [WakingI And run through fire I will 
for thy sweet sake. 

Transparent Helena I Nature shows art. 
That through thy bosom makes me scj thy 
heart. 105 

Where is Demetrius ? O, how fit a word 
Is that vile name to perish on my sword ! 

Hel, Do not say so, Lysander ; say not so. 
What though he love your Hermia ? Lord, 
what though ? 

Yet Hermia still loves you; then be 
content. ii<i 

Lys, Content with Hermia ! No ; I do 
repent 

The tedious minutes I with her have spent. 
Not Hermia but Helena I love: 

Who will not change a raven for a dove ? 
The will of man is by his reason sway’d, ns 
And reason says you are the worthier maid. 
Things growing are not ripe until their 
season ; 

So I, being young, till now ripe not to 
reason ; 

And touching now the point of human 
skill, 

Reason becomes the marshal to my will, i .0 
And leads me to your eyes, where I o’erlook 
Love’s stories, written in Love’s richest 
book. 

Hel, Wherefore was I to this keen 
mockery born ? 

When at your hands did 1 deserve this 
scorn ? 

Is’t not enough, is’t not enough, young 
man, i 

That I did never, no, nor never can, 
Deserve a sweet look from I>cmctrius’ eye, 
But you must flout my insufficiency ? 

Good troth, you do me wrong, good sooth, 
you do, 

In such disdainful manner me to woo. i 
But fare you well; perforce I must confess 
I thought you lord of more true gentleness. 
O, that a lady of one man refus’d 
Should of another therefore be abus’d ! 

[Exif. 

Lys. She sees not Hermia. Hermia, sleep 
thou there; , 

And never mayst thou come Lysander near ! 
For, as a surfeit of the sweetest things 
The deepest loathing to the stomach brings, 
Or as the heresies that men do leave 
Are hated most of those they did deceive. 
So thou, my surfeit and my hereby, in 
Of all be hated, but the most of me I 
And, all my powers, address your love and 
might 
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To honour Helen, and to be her knight I 

[Exit 

Her. [SiaWmgl Help me, Lysander, help 
me ; do Ihy best 

To pluck this crawling serpent from my 
breast. 

Ay me, for pity ! What a dream was here ! 
Lysander, look how^ 1 do quake with fear. 
Methought a serpent eat my heart away. 
And you sat vsmiling at his cruel prey. 150 
Lysander! What, remov’d ? Lysander ! 
lord ! 

What, out of hearing gone ? No sound, no 
word ? 

Alack, where are you ? Speak, an if you 
hear; 

Speak, of all loves ! I swoon almost with 
fear. 

No ? Then 1 well perceive you are not nigh. 
Either death or you 1*11 find immediately. 

lExif. 

ACT THREE 

Scene L The wood. Titan ia lying asleep. 

Enter Quince, Snuc;, Bottom, Flute, 
Snout, and Starveling. 

Hot. Are we all met ? 

Quin. Pat, pat; and here’s a marvellous 
convenient place for our rehearsal. This 
green plot shall l.)e our stage, this hawthorn 
brake our tiring-house ; and we will do it 
in action, as we will do it before the Duke. 
Boi. Peter Quince ! < 

Quin. What sayest thou, bully Bottom ? 
Boi. There are things in this comedy of 
Pyramus and Thisby that will never please. 
First, Pyramus must draw a sword to kill 
himself; which the ladies cannot abide. 
How answer you that ? 11 

Snout. By’r lakin, a parlous fear. 

Star. 1 believe we must leave the killing 
out, when all is done. 11 

Bot. Not a whit; 1 have a device to make 
all well. Write me a prologue ; and let the 
prologue seem to say we will do no harm 
with our swords, and that Pyramus is not 
lull’d indeed ; and for the more better 
assurance, tell them that 1 Pyramus am not 
Pyramus but Bottom the weaver. This will 
put them out of fear. 

Quin. Wd', we will have such a prologue; 
and it shall be written in eight and six. 

Boi. No, make it two more ; let it be 
wiitten in eight and eight. 

Snout. Will not the ladies be afeard of the 
lion ? 2:, 

Star. 1 fear it, I promise you. 

Bot. Masters, you ought to consider with 
yourself to bring in—God shield us !—a 
lion among ladies is a most dreadful thing; 
for there is not a more fearful wild-fowl 
than your lion living; and we ought to 
look to’t, 3« 


Snout. Therefore another prologue must 
tell he is not a lion. 

Bot. Nay, you must name his name, and 
half his face must be seen through the lion’s 
neck ; and he himself must speak thro ugh, 
saying thus, or to the same defect: ‘Ladies,’ 
or ‘ Fair ladies, 1 would wish you ’ or ‘ I 
would request you ’ or ‘ 1 would entreat 
you not to fear, not to tremble. My life for 
yours! If you think 1 come hither as a 
lion, it were pity of my life. No, 1 am no 
such thing; 1 am a man as other men are ’. 
And there, indeed, let him name his name, 
and tell them plainly he is Snug the joiner. 

Quin. Well, it shall be so. But there is 
two hard things—that is, to bring the 
moonlight into a chamber; for, yon know, 
Pyramus and Thisby meet by moonlight. 

Snout. Doth the moon shine that night 
we play our play ? 

Bot. A calendar, a calendar! Look in 
the almanack ; find out moonshine, find 
out moonshine. 

Quin. Yes, it doth shine that night. 

Bot. Why, then may you leave a case¬ 
ment of the great chamber window, where 
we play, open ; and the moon may shine 
in at the casement. s r 

Quin. Ay ; or else one must come in with 
a bush of thorns and a lantern, and say he 
comes to disfigure or to present the person 
of Moonshine. Then there is another thing ; 
we must have a wall in the great chamber; 
for Pyramus and Thisby, says the story, 
did talk through the chink of a wall. 57 

Snout. You can never bring in a wall. 
What say you. Bottom ? 

Bot. Some man or other must present 
Wall; and let him have some plaster, or 
some loam, or some rough-cast about him, 
to signify wall; and let him hold his fingers 
thus, and through that cranny shall 
Pyramus and Thisby whisper, 

Quin. If that may be, then all is well. 
Come, sit clown, every mother's son, and 
rehearse your parts. Pyramus, you begin ; 
when you have spoken your speech, enter 
into that brake ; and so every one accord¬ 
ing to his cue. 07 

Enter Puck behind. 

Puck. What hempen homespuns have we 
swagg'riiig here, 

So near the cradle of the Fairy Qutnjn ? 
What, a play toward ! I’ll be an auditor ; 
An actor too perhaps, if I sec cause. 71 

Quin. Speak, Pyramus. Thisby, stand 
forth. 

Bot. Thisby, the flowers of odious savours 
sweet — 

Quin. * Odious ’—odorous ! 

Bot. - odours savours sweet ; 75 

So hath thy breath, my dearest Thisby dear. 
But hark, a voice I Stay thou but here awhile, 
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And by and by I will to thee appear, [Exit 
Puck, A stranger Pyramus than e*er 
played here! [Exit 

Flu, Must 1 speak now ? 

Quin, Ay. marry, must you ; for yoi: 
must understand he goes but to see a noise 
that he heard, and is to come again. 

Elu, Most radiant PyramuSt most lily- 
white of hue. 

Of colour like the red rose on iriumphan 
brier, 

Most brisky jmenal, and eke most lovely 
Jew, 

As true as truest horse, that yet would nevet 
tire, 

Vll meet thee, Pyratnus, at Ninny's tomb. 

Quin, ' Ninns’ tomb man ! Why, you 
must not speak that yet; that you answer 
to Pyramus. You speak all your part at 
or.ee, cues and all. Pyramus enter : your 
cue is past; it is ‘ never t re ’. 9' 

Flu, O — As true as truest horse, that yet 
would ncicr tire. 

Re-enter Puck, and Bottom with an ass's 
head, 

Bot, Jf I were fair, Thisby, I were only 
thine. 

Quin. O monstrous! O strange! Wc arc 
haunted. Pray masters! fly, masters! 
Help! 9 

[Exeunt all hut Bottom and Puck, 
Puck, ril follow you ; I’ll lead you about 
a round, 

Through bog, through bush, through 
brake, through brier; 

Semetime a horse I’ll be, sometime a hound, 

A hog, a headless bear, sometime a fire; 
And neigh, and bark, and grunt, and roar, 
and burn, lOf 

Like horse, hound, hog, bear, fire, at every 
turn. I Exit. 

Bot, Why do they run away ? This is a 
knavery of them to make me afeard. 

Re-enter Snout. 

Snout, O Bottom, thou art chang’d! 
What do 1 see on thee ? 

Bot, What do you see ? You see an ass- 
head of your own, do you ? [Exit Snout. 

Re-enter Quince. 

Quin, Bless thee, Bottom, bless thee! 
Thou art translated. [Exit, irtj 

Bot, I see their knavery : this is to make 
an ass of me ; to fright me, if they could. 
But 1 will not stir from this place, do what 
they can; I will walk up and down here, 
and I will sing, that they shali hear I am 
not afraid. [Sings, 

The ousel cock, so black of hue. 

With orange-tawny bill, 115 
The throstle with his note so true, | 
The wren with little quill. ! 


[Act 3 

Tita, What angel wakes me from my 
flow'ry bed ? 

Bot, [Sings] 

Ihe hnch, the sparrow, and the lark, 
The plain-song cuckoo grey, 120 
Whose note full many a man doth 
mark, 

And dares not answ^cr nay— 
for, indeed, who would set his wit to so 
foolish a bird ? Who would give a bird the 
lie, though he cry ‘ cuckoo ’ never so ? i-m 
Tita. 1 pray thee, gentle mortal, sing 
again. 

Mine ear is much enamoured of thy note; 
So is mine eye enthralled to thy shapo; 
And thy fair virtue’s force perforce doth 
move me, 

On the first view, to say, to swear, 1 love 
thee. J2<> 

Bot, Methinks, mistress, you should have 
little reason for that. And yet, to say the 
iruth, reason and love keep little company 
together now-a-days. The more the pity 
that some honest neighbours will not make 
(hem friends. Nay, 1 can glcek upon 
occasion. im 

Tita. Thou art as wise as thou art 
beautiful. 

Bot, Not so, neither ; but if 1 had wat 
enough to get out of this wood, 1 have 
enough to serve mine own turn. 

Tita. Out of this wood do not desire to go; 

I hou Shalt remain here whether thou wilt 
or no. 

I am a spirit of no common rate ; 140 

1 he summer still doth tend upon my state ; 

And I do love thee; therefore, go with 
me. 

I’ll give thee fairies to attend on thee; 

And they shall fetch thee jewels from the 
ilecp, 

And sing, w hile thou on pressed flowers dost 
sleep; 145 

And I wall purge thy mortal grossness so 
That thou shalt like an airy spirit go. 
Peaseblossom ! Cobweb ! Moth I and Mus- 
tardsced ! 

Enter Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Moth, and 
Mustardseed. 

Peas. Ready. 

Cob, And I. 

Moth. And 1 . 

Mils'. And I. 

AIL Where shall we go ? 

Tita, Be kind and courteous to this 
gentleman; 15) 

Hop in his walks and gambol in his eyes; 
Feed him with apricocks and dewberries, 
With purple grapes, green figs, and mul¬ 
berries ; 

The honey bags steal from the humble-bees. 
And for night-tapers crop their waxen 
thighs, 155 
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And light them at the fiery glow-worm's 
eyes, 

To have my love to bed and to arise ; 

And pluck the wings from painted butter¬ 
flies, 

To fan the moonbeams from his sleeping 
eyes. 

Nod to him, elves, and do him courtesies. 
Peas. Hail, mortal! if- 

Cob. Hail! 

Moth. Hail I 
Mus. Hail! 

Pot. T cry your worships mercy, heartily 
I beseech your worship’s name. joo 

Cob. Cobweb. 

Bot. I shall desire you of more acquaint¬ 
ance, good Master Cobweb. If I cut my 
finger, I shall make bold with you. Your 
name, honest gentleman ? 

Peas. Peaseblossom. 

Bot. 1 pray you, commend me to Mistress 
Squash, your mother, and to Master Peas- 
cod, your father. Good Master Pcasc- 
blossom, 1 shall desire you of more 
acquaintance too. Your name, I beseech 
you, sir ? 

Mms. Mustardseed. 

Bot. Good Master Mustardseed, I know 
your patience well. That same cowardly 
giant-like ox-beef hath devour’d many a 
gentleman of your house. 1 promise you 
your kindred hath made my eyes water ere 
now. 1 desire you of more acquaintance, 
good Master Mustardseed. isj 

Tita. Come, wait upon him ; lead him to 
my bower. 

The moon, methinks, looks with a wat’ry 
eye; 

And when she weeps, weeps every little 
flower, 

lamenting some enforced char.*ity. js* 
Tie up my love's tongue, bring him 
silently. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Another part of the wood. 
Enter Oberon. 

Obe. I wonder if Titania be awak'd ; 
Then, what it was that next came in her eye, 
Which she must dote on in extremity. 

Enter Puck. 

Here comes my messenger. How now, mad 
spirit I 

What night-rule now about this haunted 
grove ? s 

Puck. My mistress with a monster is in 
love. 

Near to her close and consecrated bower, 
While she was in her dull and sleeping hour, 
A crew of patches, rude mechanicals, 9 
That work for bread upon Athenian stalls. 
Were met together to rehearse a play 
Intended for great Theseus' nuptial day. 


The shallowest thickskin of that barren sort^ 
Who Pyramus presented, in their sport 
Forsook his scene and ent’red in a brake ; 
When 1 did him at this advantage take, 16 
An ass’s nole I fixed on his head. 

Anon his Thisby must be answered, 

And forth my mimic comes. When they 
him spy, 

As wild geese that the creeping fowler eye, 
Or russet-pa ted choughs, many in sort, 21 
Rising and cawing at the gun’s report, 
Sever themselves and madly sweep the sky, 
So at his sight away his iellows fly ; 

And at our stamp here, o'er and o'er one 
falls ; 

He murder cries, and help from Athens 
calls. 

Their sense thus weak, lost with their fears 
thus strong. 

Made senseless things begin to do them 
wrong. 

For briers and thorns at their apparel 
snatch ; 

Some sleeves, some hats, from yielders all 
things catch. 30 

I led them on in this distracted fear, 

And left sweet Py ramus translated there; 
When in that moment, so it came to pass, 
Titania wak'd, and straightway lov'd an 
ass. 

Obe. This falls out better than I could 
devise. 3^ 

But hast thou c latch’d the Athenian's eyes 
With the love-juice, as 1 did bid thee do ? 

Puck. I took him sleeping—that is 
finish’d too— 

And the Athenian woman by his side; 
lhat, when he wak'd, of force she must be 
ey'd. 40 

Enter Demetrius and Hermia. 

Obe, Stand close; this is the same 
Athenian. 

Puck. This is the woman, but not this the 
man. 

Dem. O, why rebuke you him that loves 
you so ? 

Lay breath so bitter on your bitter foe. 

Her. Now I but chide, but I should use 
thee worse, 45 

For thou, 1 fear, hast given me cause to 
curse. 

If thou hast slain Lysander in his sleep, 
Being o’er shoes in blood, plunge in the 
deep. 

And kill me too. 

The sun was not so true unto the day 50 
As he to me. Would he ha\e stolen away 
From sleeping Hermia ? I’ll believe as soon 
This whole earth may be bor’d, and that 
the moon 

May through the centre creep and so 
displease 51 

Her brotuer's noontide with th' Antipodes. 
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It cannot be but thou hast murd’red him ; 
So should a murderer look—so dead, so 
grim. 

Dem. So siiould the murdered look ; and 
so should I, 

Pierc’d through the heart with your stern 
cruelty ; 

Yet you, the murwlercr, look as bright, as 
clear. 

As yonder Venus in her glimmering sphere. 

Her. VV'hat’s this to my Lysasder ? 
Where is he ? 

Ah, good rXunetrius, wilt thou give him me? 

Dem. I had rather giA e his carcass to my 
hounds. 

Her, Out, dog ! out, cur I Thou driv’st me 
past the bounds 

Of maiden’s patience. Hast thou slain him, 
then ? 

Henceforth be never numb’red among men ! 
O, once tell true ; tell true, even for my 
sake! 

Durst thou have look’d upon him being 
awake, 

And hast thou kill’d him sleeping ? O brave 
touch! 7 “ 

Could not a worm, an adder, do so much ? 
An adder did it; for with doubler tongue 
Than thine, thou serpent, never adder 
stung. 

Dem. You spend your passion on a mis¬ 
pris’d mood : 

I am not guilty of Lysander’s blood ; 75 

Nor is he dead, for aught that I can toll. 

Her. 1 pray thee, tell me then that he is 
W^‘ll. 

Dem. An if I could, what should I get 
therefore ? 

Her. A privilege new er to see me more. 
And from thy hated presence part I so ; 

See me no more whether he be dead or no. 

[Exit. 

Dem. There is no following her in this 
fierce vein ; 

Here, therefore, for a while 1 will remain. 
So sorrow's heaviness doth hea^'ier gre^w 
For debt that bankrupt sleep doth sorrow 
owe; ss 

Which now in some slight measure it will 
pay» 

If for his tender here I make some stay. 

[Lies down. 

Obe, What hast thou done ? Thou hast 
mistaken quite. 

And laid the love-juice on some true-love’s 
sight. 

Of thy misprision must perforce ensue ';<• 
Some true love turn’d, and not a false 
turn’d true. 

Puck, Then fate o’er-riiles, that, one man 
holding troth, 

A million fail, confounding oath on oath. 

Obe. About the wood go swifter than the 
wind; 


And Helena of Athens look thou find; 95 
All fancy-sick she is and pale of cheer, 
With sighs of love that costs the fiesh 
blood dear. 

By some illusion see thou bring her here ; 
I’ll charm his eyes against she do appear. 

Puck. 1 go, I go ; look how I go, 100 
Swifter than arrow from the Tartar's bow. 

[Exit. 

Obe. Flower of this purple dye. 

Hit with Cupid’s archery. 

Sink in apple of his eye. 

When his love he doth espy, i«>5 
Let her shine as gloriously 
As the Venus of the sky. 

When thou wak'st, if she be by. 

Beg of her for remedy. 

Re-enter Puck. 

Puck. Captain of our fairy band, ito 

Helena is here at hand, 

And the youth mistook by me 
Pleading for a lover's fee ; 

Shall we their fond pageant see ? 
Lord, w^hat fools these mortals be ! 11 n 
Obe. Stand aside. The noise they make 
Will cause Demetrius to awake. 
Puck. Then will two at once woo one. 

That must needs be sport alone ; 
And those things do best please me 
That befall prcpost’rously. ui 

Enter Lysander and Helena. 

tys. Why should you think that I should 
woo in scorn ? 

Scorn and derision never come in tears. 
Look when 1 vow, I w^cep ; and vows so 
born, 

In their nativity all truth appears. 1-5 

How' can these things in me seem scorn to 
you, 

Bearing the badge of faith, to prove them 
true ? 

Hel. You do advance your cunning more 
and more. 

When truth kills truth, O devilish-holy 
fray I 

These vows are Hermia’s. Will you give 
her o’er ? i.^o 

Weigh oath with oath, and you will 
nothing weigh : 

Your vows to her and me, put in two scales. 
Will even weigh ; and both as light as tales. 
Lys. I had no judgment when to her 1 
swore. 

Hel. Nor none, in my mind, now you give 
her o’er. las 

Lys. Demetrius loves her, and he loves 
not you. 

Dem. [Airckingl O Helen, goddess, 
nymph, perfect, divine! 

To what, my love, shall I compare thine 
eync ? 

Crystal is muddy. O, how ripe in show 
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Thy lips, those kissing cherries, tempting Mine ear, 1 thank it, brought me to thy 
grow! 140 sound. 


That pure congealed white, high Taurus’ 
snow, 

Fann’d with the eastern wind, turns to a 
crow 

When thou hold’st up thy hand. O, let me 
kiss 

This princess of pure white, this seal of 
bliss ! 

Hel, O spite ! O hell ! 1 see you all are 
bent i 45 

To set against me for your merriment. 

If you were civil and knew courtesy. 

You would not do me thus much injury. 
Can you not hate me, as 1 know you do. 
But you must join in souls to mock me 
too ? 

If you were men, as men you are in show. 
You would not use a gentle lady so : l u* 
To vow, and swear, and superpraise my 
parts. 

When I am sure you hate me with your 
hearts. 

You both are rivals, and love Hermia ; 15^ 
And now both rivals, to mock Helena. 

A trim exploit, a manly enterprise, 

To conjure tears up in a poor maid’s eyes 
With your derision ! None of noble sort 
Would so offend a virgin, and extort 1^*0 
A poor soul's patience, all to make you 
sport. 

L>s. You are unkind, Demetrius ; be not 
so; 

For you love Hermia. This you know' 1 
know ; 

And here, with all good will, with all my 
heart. 

In Hermia’s love 1 yield you up my part; 
And yours of Helena to me bequeath, i' <• 
Whom I do love and will do till my death. 

Hel. Never did mockers waste more idle 
breath. 

Dent. Lysandcr, keep thy Hermia ; I will 
none. 

If e’er I lov’d her, all that love is gone, v o 
My heart to her but as guest-wise sojourn’d, 
And now to Helen is it home return’d. 
There to remain. 

Lys. Helen, it is not so. 

Dem. Disparage not the faith thou dost 
not know, 

Lest, to thy peril, thou aby it dear. 

Look where thy love comes ; yonder is thy 
dear. 

Enler Hermia. 

Her. Dark night, that from the eye his 
function takes. 

The ear more quick of apprehension makes ; 
Wherein it doth impair the seeing sense, 

It pays the hearing double recompense. 
Thou art not by mine eye, Lysandcr, 
found; 


But why unkindly didst thou leave me so ? 

Lys. Why should he stay whom love doth 
press to go ? 

Her. What love could press Lysander 
from my side ? iss 

Lys. Lysander’s love, that would not let 
him bide— 

Fair Helena, who more engilds the night 
Than all yon fiery oes and eyes of light. 
Why scek'st thou me ? Could not this make 
thee know :,s.) 

The hate I bare thee made me leave thee so? 

Her. You speak not as you think ; it 
cannot be. 

Hel. Lo, she is one of this confederacy ! 
Now I perceive they have conjoin’d all three 
To fashion this false sport in spite of me. 
Injurious Hermia I most ungrateful maid ! 
Have you conspir’d, have you with these 
contriv’d, 

To bait me with this foul derision ? 

Is all the counsel that we two have shar'd, 
The sisters’ vows, the hours that we have 
spent, 1., I 

When we have chid the hasty-footed time 
For parting us—O, is all forgot 7 
All school-days' friendship, childhood 
innocence ? 

We, Hermia, like two artificial gods, 

Have with our needles created both one 
flower. 

Both on one sampler, sitting on one 
cushion, 

Both warbling of one song, both in one 
key; 

As if our hands, our sides, voices, and minds, 
Had been incorporate. So we grew togetiier, 
Like to a double cherry, seeming parted, 
But yet an union in partition, -xo 

Fwo lovely berries moulded on one stem ; 
So, with two seeming bodies, but one heart ; 
Two of the first, like coats in heraldry, 

Due but to one, and crowned with one 
crest. 

And will you rent our ancient love asunder, 
To join with men in scorning your poor 
friend ? -lo 

It is not friendly, 'tis not maidenly ; 
liir sex, as well as I, may chide you for it. 
Though I alone do feel the injury. 

Her. 1 am amazed at your passionate 
words; 

I scorn you not; it seems that you scorn 
me. 

Hel. Have you not set Lysander, as in 
scorn. 

To follow me and praise my eyes and face ? 
And made your other love, Demetrius, 

Who even but now did spurn me with his 
foot, 

To call me goddess, nymph, divine, and 
rare. 
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Precious, celestial ? Wherefore speaks he 
this 

To her he hates ? And wherefore doth 
Lysander 

Deny your love, so rich within his soul, 
And tenc er me, forsooth, aifection, 2^0 
But by your setting on, by your consent ? 
What though 1 be not so in grace as you, 
So hung upon with love, so fortunate. 

But miserable most, to love unlov'd ? 2^ 
This you should pity rather than despise. 

Her. 1 understand not what you mean by 
this. 

Hel. Ay, do—persever, counterfeit sad 
looks, 

Make mouths upon rne when 1 turn my 
back, 

Wink each at other; hold the sweet jest up; 
This sport, well carried, shall be chronicled. 
If you have any pity, grace, or manners. 
You would not make me such an argument. 
But fare ye well; 'tis partly my ow n fault, 
W^hich death, or absence, soon sliall remedy. 

Ly.s. Stay, gentle Helena ; hear my 
excuse; .:45 

My love, my life, my soul, fair Helena ! 

Hel. O excellent! 

Her. Sweet, do not scorn her so. 

Dcm. If she cannot entreat, I can compel. 

Lys. Thou canst compel no more than 
she entreat; 

Thy threats have no more strength than 
her weak pravers. 

Helen, I love thee, by my life 1 do; -.'51 

I swear by that which 1 will lose for thee 
To prove him false that says 1 love thee 
not. 

Dem. I say I love thee more than he can 
do. 

Lys. If thou say so, withdraw, and prove 
it too. 255 

Dem. Quick, come. 

Her. Lysander, whereto tends all this ? 

Lys. Away, you Ethiopc ! 

Vem, No. no, he will 

Seem to break loose—take on as you would 
follow. 

But yet come not. You are a tame man ; 
go! 

Lys. Hang off, thou cat, thou burr ; vile 
thing, let loose, 2^,0 

Or I will shake thee from me like a serpent. 

Her, Why are you grown so rude ? What 
change is this. 

Sweet love ? 

Lys, 1 hy love! Out, tawny Tartar, out! 
Out, loathed med'eine! O hated potion, 
hence I 

Her. Do you not jest ? 

Hel. Yes, sooth ; and so do you. 265 

Lys. Demetrius, I will keep my word 
with thee. 

Dem. I would I had your bond; for 1 
perceive 


A weak bond holds you ; 1 11 not trust your 
word. 

Lys. What, should I hurt her, strike her, 
kill her dead ? 

Although I hate her, ITl not harm her so. 270 
Her. What! Can you do me greater harm 
than hate ? 

Hate me ! wherefore ? O me ! what news, 
my love ? 

Am not I Hermia ? Arc not you Lysander ? 
1 am as fair now as I was erewhile. 

Since night you lov’d me; yet since night 
you left me. 

Why then, you left me—O, the gods 
forbid!— 276 

In earnest, shall I say ? 

Lys. Ay, by my life ! 

And never did desire to see thee more. 
Therefore be out of hope, of question, of 
doubt; 

Be certain, nothing truer ; 'tis no jest 280 
That I do hate thee and love Helena. 

Her. O me ! you juggler! you canker- 
blossom ! 

You thief of love ! W^hat! Have you come 
by night, 

And stol’n mv love’s heart from him ? 

Hel. Fine, i’ faith ! 

Have you no modesty, no maiden shame, 
No touch of bashful ness ? What I Will you 
tear .86 

Impatient answers from my gentle tongue ? 
Fie, fie 1 you counterfeit, you puppet you 1 
Her. ‘ Puppet!' why so ? Ay, that way 
goes the game. 

Now I perceive that she hath made com¬ 
pare jyri 

Betw’ecn our statures ; she hath urg’d her 
height; 

And with her personage, her tall personage, 
Her height, forsooth, she hath prevail’d with 
him. 

And arc you grown so high in his esteem 
Because I am so dwarfish and so low ? 295 
How low am I, thou painted maypole ? 
Speak. 

How low am I ? lam not yet so low 
But that my nails can reach unto thine eyes. 
Hel. I pray you, though you mock me, 
gentlemen, 

Let her not hurt me. I was never curst; 300 
1 have no gift at all in shrewishness; 

I am a right maid for my cowardice; 

Let her not strike me. You perhaps may 
think. 

Because she is something lower than myself, 
That I can match her. 

Her. ’ Lower ' hark, again. 305 

Hel. Good Hermia, do not be so bitter 
with me, 

I evermore did love you, Hermia, 

Did ever keep your counsels, never wrong’d 
you; 

Save thati in love unto Demetrius, so9 
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I told him of your stealth unto this wood. 
He followed you ; for love I followed him ; 
But he hath chid me hence, and threatened 
me 

To strike me, spurn me, nay, to kill me too ; 
And now, so you will let me quiet go, 

To Athens will 1 bear my folly back, 315 
And follow you no further. Let me go. 
You sec how simple and how fond I am. 
Her. Why, get you gone ! Who isT that 
hinders you ? 

Hel A foolish heart that 1 leave here 
behind. 

Her. What! with Lysander ? 

Hel. With Demetrius- 3^' 

Lys. Be not afraid ; she shall not harm 
thee. Helena. 

Dem. No, sir, she shall not, though you 
take her part. 

Hel. O, when she is angry, she is keen and 
shrewd ; 

She was a vixen when she went to school; 
And, though she be but little, she is fierce. 
Her. * Little ’ again ! Nothing but' low ' 
and ‘ little ’! 3:6 

Why will you sufler her to flout me thus ? 
l.ct me come to her. 

Lys. Get you gone, you dwarf; 

You m n mils, of hind’ring knot-grass 
made; 

You bead, you acorn. 

Dem. You ate too officious >10 

In her behalf that scorns your services, 
let her alone ; speak not of Helena ; 

Take not her part; for if thou dost intend 
Never so little show' of love to her, 

Ihou shalt a by it. 

Lys. Now she holds me not. 3.vs 

Now follow', if thou dar’st, to try whose 
right, 

Of thine or mine, is most in Helena. 

Dem. Follow ! Nay, I’ll go with thee, 
cheek by jowl. 

IFxewnl Lysander and Demetrius. 
Her. You, mistress, all this coil is long 
of you. 

Nay, go not back. 

Hel. I will not trust you, I; 34^' 

Nor longer stay in your curst company. 
Your hands than mine are quicker for a 
fray ; 

My legs are longer though, to run away. 

IFxil. 

Her, I am amaz’d, and know not what 
to say. [Exit. 

Obe. This is thy negligence. Still thou 
mistak’st, 343 

Or else committ’st thy knaveries wilfully. 
Puck. Believe me, king of shadows, I 
mistook. 

Did not you tell me I should know the man 
By the Athenian garments he had on ? 

And so far blameless proves my enterprise 
That 1 have ’nointed an Athenian's eyes; 1 


And so far am 1 glad It so did sort, 35? 
As this their jangl ng 1 esteem a sport. 

Obe. Thou scest thc^e lovers seek a p!ace 
to fight. 

Hie therefore, Robin, overcast the night; 
The starry welkin cover thou anon 336 
With drooping fog as black as Acheron, 
And lead these testy rivals so astray 
As one come not within another’s way. 
Like to Lysander sometime frame thy 
tongue, 3'>f> 

Then stir Demetrius up with bitter wrong ; 
And sometime rail thou like Demetrius ; 
And from each other look thou lead them 
thus, 

Till o’er their brows death-counterfeiting 
sleep 

With leaden legs and batty wings doth 
creep. 3^*5 

Then crush this herb into Lysander's eye ; 
Wqiose liquor hath this virluo is property. 
To take from thence all error with his might 
And make his eyeballs roll w.th wonted 
sight. 

When they next wake, all this derision 370 
Shall seem a dream anJ fruitless vision ; 
And back to Athens shall the lovers wend 
With league whose date till death shall 
never end. 

Whiles I in this affair do thee employ, 374 
I’ll to my queen, and beg her Indian 
boy ; 

And then I will her charmed eye fclease 
From monster's view, and all things shall 
be peace. 

Puck. My fairy lord, this must be done 
ivith haste. 

For night’s swift dragons cut the clouds full 
fast; 

And yonder shines Aurora’s harbinger, 38 > 
At whose approach ghosts, wand’ring here 
and there, 

Troop home to churchyards. Damned 
spirits all, 

That in cross-ways and floods have burial. 
Already to tlieir wormy beds are gone. 

For fear lest day should look their shames 
upon; 3S5 

They wilfully themselves exil’d from light, 
And must for aye consort with black- 
brow'd night. 

Obe. Blit we are spirits of another sort: 
1 with the Morning’s love have oft made 
sport; 38Q 

And, like a forester, the groves may tread 
Even till the eastern gate, all fiery red, 
Opening on Neptune with fair blessed 
beams. 

Turns into yellow gold his salt green 
streams. 

But, notwithstanding, haste, make no 
delay; 

Wc may effect this business yet ere day. 395 

[Bxif Oberon. 
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[Act 4 


Fuck. Up and down, up and down, 

I will lead them up and down. 

1 am fear’d in field and town. 
Goblin, lead them up and down 

Here comes one. 4o< 

Enter Lysander. 

Lys. Where art thou, proud Demetrius ■ 
Speak thou now. 

Pt4ck. Here, villain, drawn and ready 
W here art thou ? 

Lys. 1 will be with thee straight. 

Puck. Follow me, then 

To plai ne r groi i nd. [ Ex it Lysander as foUou - 

ing the voice 

Enter DI'MKTrius. 

Dem. LySander, speak again. 

Thou runaway, thou coward, art thou fled ? 
Speak ! In some bush ? Where dost thoi 
hide thy head ? < 

Puck. Thou coward, art thou bragging to 
the stars, 

Telling the bushes that thou look'st for 
wars, 

And wilt not come ? Come, recreant, come 
thou child ; 

ru whip thee with a rod. He is defil’d 
That draws a sword on thee, 

Dem. Yea, art thou there ? 

Puck. F'ollow my voice; we’ll try no 
manhood here. iHxeiod. 

Re-enter Lysander. 

Lys. He goes before me, and still dares 
me on ; 4 f 

When 1 come where he calls, then he is gone. 
The villain is much lighter heel’d than 1. 

I followed fast, but faster he did fly. 

That fallen am 1 in dark uneven way, 

And here will rest me. ILies clown] Come, 
thou gentle day. 

For if but once thou show me thy grey 
light, 11 

ril find Demetrius, and revenge this spite. 

[Steeps. 

Re-enter Puck and Demetrius. 

Puck. Ho, ho, ho! Coward, w'hy com’st 
thou not ? 

Dem. Abide me, if thou dar’st; for well 1 
wot 

Thou run’st before me, shifting every 
place, 

And dar'st not stand, nor look me in the 
face. 

Where art thou now ? 

Puck. Come hither ; I am here. 

Dem. Nay, then, thou mock'st me. Thou 
shalt buy this dear, 

If ever I thy face by daylight sec ; 

Now, go thy way. Faintness constraineth 
me 

To measure out my length on this cold bed. 
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By day’s approach look to be visited. 430 
[Lies down and sleeps. 

Enter Helena. 

Hel, O weary night, O long and tedious 
night, 

Abate thy hours ! Shine comforts from the 
cast. 

That I may back to Athens by daylight. 
From these that my poor company detest. 
And sleep, that sometimes shuts up 
sorrow's eye, 43s 

Steal me awhile from mine owm company. 

[Sleeps. 

Puck. Yet but three ? Come one more ; 
Two of both kinds makes up four. 
Here she comes, curst and sad. 
Cupid is a knavish lad, 440 

Thus to make poor females mad. 

Enter Hermia. 

Her. Never so weary, never so in w’oe. 
Bedabbled with the dew, and torn with 
briers, 

I can no further crawl, no further go ; a u 
My legs can keep no pace with my desires. 
Here will I rest me till the break of day. 
Heavens shield Lysander, if they mean a 
fray I [Lies down and sleeps. 

Puck. On the ground 
Sleep sound; 

I’ll apply 4'o 

To your eye. 

Gentle lover, remedy. 

[Sqfuee^ing the juice on Lysander*s eyes. 
When thou wak’st. 

Thou tak’st 

True delight 4^“^ 

In the sight 

Of thy former lady’s eye ; 

And the country proverb known. 
That every man should take his 
own. 

In your waking shall be show >. 
Jack shall have Jill; 461 

Nought shall go ill; 

The man shall have his mare again, and all 
shall be well. [Exit. 


ACT FOUR 

Scene I. The wood. Lysander. Demetrius, 
Helena and Flermia, lying asleep. 

Enter Titania and Bottom ; Pease- 
blossom, Cobweb, Moth, Mustardseed 
and other Fairies attending; Oberon 
behind, unseen. 

Tiia. Come, sit thee down upon this 
flow’ry bed. 

While I thy cimiable cheeks do coy. 

And stick musk-roses in thy sleek smooth 
head. 

And kiss thy fair large ears, my gentle joy. 
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Bot, Where’s Peaseblossom ? 5 

Peas. Ready. 

Bot Scratch my head, Peaseblossom. 
Where’s Moimsicur Cobweb ? 

Cob. Ready. 0 

Bot. Mounsieur Cobweb; good moiinsieur, 
get you your weapons in your hand and kill 
me a red-hipp'd humble*bee on the top oi a 
thistle ; and, good mounsieur, bring me the 
honey-bag. Do not fret yourself too much 
in the action, mounsieur; and, good 
mounsieur, have a care the honey-bag 
!)reak not; I would be loath to have you 
overflovven with a honcy-bag, sigmor. 
Where’s Mounsieur Mustardsced ? i* 

Must. Ready. 

Bot. (Jive inc your neaf, Mounsieur 
MustardscHid. Pray you, leave your 
curtsy, good mounsieur. 

Must. What’s your will ? 

Bot. Nothing, good mounsieur, but to 
help Cavalery Cobweb to scratch. 1 must 
to the barber’s, mounsieur ; for methinks 
I am mar\ elloLis hairy about the face ; and 
I am such a tender ass, if my hair do but 
tickle me I must scratch. ** 

Tila. What, wilt thou hear some music, 
my sweet love ? 

Bot. 1 have a reasonable good ear in 
music. Let’s have the tongs and the 
bones. 

Tita. Or say, sweet love, what thou 
desirest to eat. 

Bot. Truly, a peck of provender ; I could 
munch your good dry oats. Afethinks 1 have 
a great desire to a bottle of hay. CJood hay, 
sweet hay, hath no fellow. 31 

Tita. I have a venturous fairy that shall 
seek 

The squirrel's hoard, and fetch thee new 
nuts. 

Bot. I had rather have a handful or two 
of dried peas. But, 1 pray you, let none of 
your people stir me ; 1 have an exposition 
of sleep come upon me. 3^> 

Tita. Sleep thou, and I will wind thee in 
my arms. 

Fairies, be gone, and be all ways away. 

[Exeunt Fairies. 
So doth the woodbine the sweet honey¬ 
suckle 

Gently entwist; the female ivy so ^ • 
Enrings the barky fingers of the elm. 

O, how I love thee ! how I dote on thee! 

[They sleep. 

Enter Puck. 

Ohe. [Advancing] Welcome, good Robin. 
Seest thou this sweet sight ? 

Her dotage now I do begin to pity; 11 

For, meeting her of late behind the wood, 
Seeking sweet favours for this hateful fool, 
1 did upbraid her and fall out with her. 

For she his hairy temples then had rounded! 


With coronet of fresh and fragrant floweis; 
And that same dew which sometime on the 
buds 30 

Was wont to swell like round and orient 
pearls 

Stood now w'ithin the pretty flowerets’ eyes. 
Like tears that did their own disgrace 
bewail. 53 

When I had at my pleasure taunted her, 
And she in mild terms begg’d my patience, 
1 then did ask of her her change’ing child ; 
Which straight she gave me, and her fairy 
sent 

io bear him to my bovver in fairy land. 
And now I have the boy, 1 will ir.jdo 
This hateful imperfection of her eyes. 61 
And, gentle Puck, take this transformed 
scalp 

From off the head of this Athenian swain, 

I hat he a winking when the other do 
May all to Athens back again repair, bi 
And think no more of this night’s accidents 
But as the fierce vexation of a dream. 

But first I will release the Fairy Queen. 

[Touc/uwg her eyes. 
Be as thou wast wont to be ; 

See as thou was wont to see. 

Dian’s bud o’er Cupid’s flower ?o 
Hath such force and blessed power. 
Now, my Titania ; wake you, my sweet 
queen. 

Tita. My Oberon! What visions have I 
seen I 

Methought 1 was enamour’d of an ass. 7^ 

Ohe. There lies your love. 

Tita. How came these things to pass ? 
O, how mine eyes do loathe his visage now ! 

Obe. Silence awhile. Robin, take oft this 
head. 

Titania, music call ; and strike more dead 
Than common sleep of all these five the 
sense. 

Tita. Music, ho, music, such as charmeth 
sleep ! s, 

Puck. Now when thou wak’st with thine 
own fool’s eyes peep. 

Obe. Sound, music. Come, my Queen, 
take hands with me, [Music. 

And rock the ground whereon these sleepers 
be. 

Now thou and 1 are new in amity. 

And will to-morrow midnight solemnly 
Dance in Duke The.seus’ house triumph¬ 
antly. 

And bless it to all fair prosperity. 

There shall the pairs of faithful lovers be 
Wedded, with Theseus, all in jollity. 

Puck. Fairy King, attend and mark ; go 
1 do hear the morning lark. 

Obe. Then, my Queen, in silence sad, 
Trip we after night’s shade. 

We the globe can compass soon. 
Swifter than the wand’riiig moon. 

Tita. Come, my lord; and in our flight, 
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Tell me how it came this night 9: 
That 1 sleeping here was found 
With these mortals on the ground. 

[Exetini. 

To the winding of horns, enter Theseus, 
Hippolyta, Eceus, and Train. 

The, Go, one of you, find out the forester ; 
For now our observation is perform'd. 

And since we have the vaward of the day, 
My love shall hear the music of my hounds. 
Uncouple in the western valley ; let them 
go. 

Dispatch, I say, and find the forester, 

fExh an attendant. 
We will, fair Queen, up to the mountain's 
top. 

And mark the musical confusion 
Of hounds and echo in conjunction. 

Hip. 1 was with Hercules and Cadmus 
once 

When in a wood of Crete they bay'd the 
bear no 

With hounds of Sparta ; ne\'er did I heai 
Such gallant chiding, for, besides the gro\'es, 
The skies, the fountains, every region near 
Seem’d all one mutual cry. I never heard 
So musical a discord, such sweet thunder. 

The. My hounds are bred out of the 
Spartan kind, nf 

So flew'd, so sanded; and their heads are 
hung 

With ears that sweep away the morning 
dew ; 

Crook-knec’d and dew-lapp’d like Thes> 
salian bulls; 

Slow in pursuit, but match'd in mouth like 
bells, 1 

Each under each. A cry more tuneable 
Was never holla’d to, nor cheer’d with horn. 
In Crete, in Sparta, nor in Thessaly. 

Judge when you hear. But, soft, what 
nymphs are these ? 

Ege. My lord, this is my daughter here 
asleep, i:: 

And this Lysander, this Demetrius is, 

Tliis Helena, old Nedar's Helena. 

1 wonder of their being here together. 

The. No doubt they rose up early to 
observe 

The rite of May ; and, hearing our intent. 
Came here in grace of our solemnity. 

But speak, Egcus ; is not this the day 
That Hermia should give answer of her 
choice ? 

Ege. It is, my lord. 

The. Go, bid the huntsmen wake them 
with their horns. i,?** 

[Homs and shout within. The 
sleepers awake and kneel to Theseus. 
Good-morrow, friends. Saint Valentine 
is past; 

Begin these wood-birds but to couple now ? 

Lys. Pardon, my lord. 

Z16 


The. I pray you all, stand up. 

I know you two are rival enemies; 

How comes this gentle concord in the 
world 140 

That hatred is so far from jealousy 
To sleep by hate, and fear no enmity ? 

Lys. My lord, I shall reply amazedly, 
Half sleep, half waking; but as yet, I 
swear, 

I cannot truly say how I came here, 145 
But, as I think—for truly would I spciik, 
And now I do bethink me, so it is— 

I came with Hermia hither. Our intent 
Was to be gone from Athens, where we 
might. 

Without the peril of the Athenian law— I'io 
Ege. Enough, enough, my Lord ; you 
have enough ; 

I beg the law, the law upon his head. 

They would have stol’n away, they would, 
Demetrius, 153 

Thereby to have defeated you and me: 
You of your wife, and me of my consent, 
Of my consent that she should be your wife. 
Dem. My lord, fair Helen told me of their 
stealth, 

Of this their purpose hither to this wood ; 
And I in fury hither followed them. 

Fair Helena in fancy following me. 160 
But, my good lord, 1 wot not by what 
power— 

But by some power it is~my love to 
Hermia, 

Melted as the snow, seems to me now 
As the remembrance of an idle gaud 164 
Which in my childhood 1 did dote upon; 
And all the faith, the virtue of my heart, 
The object and the pleasure of mine eye, 

Is only Helena. To her, my lord, 

Was 1 betroth'd ere 1 saw Hermia. 

But, like a sickness, did 1 loathe this food ; 
But, as in health, come to my natural taste. 
Now 1 do wish it, love it, long for it, 172 
And will for evermore be true to it. 

The. Fair lovers, you are fortunately met; 
Of this discourse we more will hear anon. 
Egeus, I will overbear your will; i7'> 

For in the temple, by and by, with us 
These couples shall eternally be knit. 

And, for the morning now is something 
worn. 

Our purpos’d hunting shall be set aside. 
Away with us to Athens, three and three; 
We’ll hold a feast in great solemnity. jBz 
Come, Hippolyta. [Exeinif Theseus, Hip¬ 
polyta, Egeus and Train. 
Dem. Thfesc things seem small and un- 
distinguishable, 784 

Like far-off mountains turned into clouds. 
Her. Methinks I sec these things with 
parted eye. 

When every thing seems double. 

Hel. So methinks; 

And 1 have found Demetrius like a jewel, 



A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 


Scene 1] 


Mine own, and not mine own. 

Dent, Are you sure 

That we are awake ? It seems to me too 
That yet we sleep, we dream. Do not you 
think 

The Duke was here, and hid us follow him ? 

Her. Yea, and my father. 

Hd. And Hippolyta. 

Lys, And he did bid us follow to the 
temple. 

Dew. Why, then, we are awake; et's 
follow him ; 

And by the way let us recount our dreams. 

[Exeiml. 

Boi, f Awaking] When my cue comes, call 
me, and I will answer. My next is ‘ Most 
fair Pyramus Heigh-ho ! Peter Quince ! 
Flute, the bellows-mcnder! Snout, the 
tinker! Starveling ! God's my life, stol’n 
hence, and left me asleep ! I have had 
a most rare vision. I have had a dream, 
past the wit of man to say what dream 
it w^as. Man is but an ass if he go 
about to expound this dream. Methought 
1 was—there is no man can tell what. 
Methought I was, and methought I had, 
but man is but a patch’d fool, if he will 
offer to say what methought 1 had. The 
eye of man hath not heard, the ear of man 
hath not seen, man’s hand is not able to 
taste, his tongue to conceive, nor his heart 
to report, what my dream was. I wall get 
Peter Quince to write a ballad of this 
dream. It shall be call’d ‘ Bottom’s Dream 
because it hath no bottom ; and 1 will sing 
it in the latter end of a play, before the 
Duke. Peradventure, to make it the more 
gracious, 1 shall sing it at her death. [Exit. 

Scene II. Athens. Quince*s house. 

Enter Quince. Flute, Snout, and 
Starveling. 

Quin. Have you sent to Bottom’s house ? 
Is he come home yet ? 

Star, He cannot be heard of. Out of 
doubt he is transported. 

Flu. If he come not, then the play is 
marr’d ; it goes not forward, doth it ? <• 

Quin. It is not possible. You have not 
a man in all Athens able to discharge 
Pyramus but he. 

Flu. No ; he hath sire ply the best wit of 
any handicraft man in Athens. 

Quin. Yea, and the best person too ; and 
he is a very paramour for a sweet voice. 

Flu. You must say ‘paragon’. A para¬ 
mour is—God bless us I—a thing of 
naught. 14 

Enter Snug. 

Snug. Masters, the Duke is coming from 
the temple; and there is two or three lords 


and ladies more married. If our sport had 
g »nc forward, we had all been made men, 17 
Flu. O sweet bully Bottom ! I'hus hath 
he lost sixpence a day during his life ; he 
could not have scaped sixpence a day. An 
the Duke had not given him sixpence a day 
for playing Pyramus, I'll be hanged. He 
would have deserved it; sixpence a day in 
Pyramus, or nothing. 2a 

Enter Bottom. 

Bot. Where are these lads ? Where are 
these hearts ? 

Quin. Bottom ! O most courageous day ! 
O most happy hour ! 25 

Bot. Masters, I am to discourse wonders ; 
but ask me not w hat; for if I tell you, I am 
n.^t true Athenian. I will tell you every¬ 
thing, right as it fell out. 

Quin. Let us hear, sweet Bottom. 29 
Bot. Not a word of me. All that I will 
tell you is, that the Duke hath dined. Get 
your apparel together; good strings to 
your beards, new ribbons to your pumps; 
meet presently at the palace; every man 
look o’er his part; lor the short and the 
long is, our play is preferr'd. In any case, 
let Thisby have clean linen; and let not 
him that plays the lion pare his nails, for 
they shall hang out for the lion’s claws. 
And, most dear actors, eat no onions nor 
garlic, for we are to utter sweet breath ; 
and I do not doubt but to hear them say 
it is a sweet comedy. No more words. 
Away, go, away ! [Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Athens. The palace of Theseus, 

Enter Theseus, Hippolyta, Philostrate, 
Lords and Attendants. 

Hip. *Tis strange, my Theseus, that these 
lovers speak of. 

The. More strange than true. I never may 
believe 

These antique fables, nor these fairy toys. 
Lovers and madmen have such. seething 
brains, 

Such shaping fantasies, that apprehend a 
More than cool reason ever comprehends. 
The lunatic, the lover, and the poet, 

Are of imagination all compact. 

One sees more devils than vast hell can 
hold; 

That is the madman. The lover, all as 
frantic, 10 

Sees Helen’s beauty in a brow of Egypt. 
The poet’s eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Doth glance from heaven to earth, from 
earth to heaven; 

And as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet’s 
pen 15 
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Turns them to shapes, and gives to airy 
nothing 

A local habitation and a name. 

Such tricks hath strong imagination 
That, if it would but apprehend some joy. 
It comprehends some bringcr of that joy; 
Or in the night, imagining some fear, 

How easy is a bush suppos’d a bear ? 

Hip. But all the story of the night told 
over, 

And all iheir minds transfigur’d so together, 
More witnesseth than fancy’s images, 

And grows to something ol great constancy, 
But howsoever strange and admirable. 

Enter Lysander, Demetries, Hermia, 
and Helena. 

The. Here come the lovers, full of joy and 
inirth- 

Joy, gentle friends, joy and fresh days of 
love 

Accompany your hearts! 

Lys. More than to us 30 

Wait in your royal walks, your board, your 
bed! 

The. Come now ; what masques, what 
dances shall we have, 

To wear away this long age of three hours 
Between our after-supper and bed-time ? 
W^hcre is our usual manager of mirth ? 33 

W^hat revels arc in hand ? Is there no play 
To ease the anguish of a torturing hour ? 
Call Philostrale. 

Phii. Here, mighty Theseus. 

f he. Say, what abridgment have you for 
this evening ? 

V\ hat masque ? what music ? How shall we 
beguile 

The lazy time, if not with some delight ? 
Phil. There is a brief how many sports 
are ripe; 

Make choice of which your Highness will 
see first. [Giving a paper. 

The. ‘ The battle with the Centaurs, 
to be sung 

By an Athenian eunuch to the harp.* n 
We'll none of that: that have I told my 
love. 

In glory of my kinsman Hercules. 

‘ The riot of the tipsy Bacchanals, 

Tearing the Thracian singer in their rage.’ 
That is an old device, and it was play’d s * 
W^hen 1 from Thebes came last a conqueror. 

* The thrice three Muses mourn ng for the 

death 

Of Learning, late deceas’d in beggary.’ 
That is some satire, keen and critical, 

Not sorting with a nuptial ceremony. 53 

* A tedious brief scene of young Pyramus 
And his love Thisby ; very tragical mirth.’ 
Merry and tragical! tedious and brief! 
That is hot ice and wondrous strange snow. 
How shall we find the concord of this dis¬ 
cord ? 


Phil. A play there is, my lord, some ten 
words long, 

Which is as brief as I have known a play ; 
But by ten words, my lord, it is too long. 
Which makes it tedious ; for in all the 
play 

There is not one word apt, one player fitted. 
And tragical, my noble lord, it is ; <><• 

For Pyramus therein doth kill himself. 
Which when 1 saw rehears’d, 1 must confess, 
Made mine eyes water; but more merry 
tears 

The passion of loud laughter never shed. 70 

The. What are they that do play it ? 

Phil. Hard-handed men that work in 
Athens here, 

Which never labour’d in their minds till 
now ; 

And now have toil’d their unbreathed 
memories 74 

With this same play against your nuptial. 

The. And we will hear it. 

Phil. No, my noble lord, 

It is not for you. I have heard it over, 
And it is nothing, nothing in the world ; 
Unless you can find sport in their intents, 
Extremely stretch’d and conn'd with cruel 
pain, 

To do you service. 

The. 1 will hear that play ; 

For never anything can be amiss 
When simpleness arid duty tender it. 

Go, bring them in ; and take your places, 
ladies. [£’.vr/ Philostrale. 

Hip. I love not to see wretchedness o’er- 
charged, 

And duty in his service perishing. 

The. Why, gentle sweet, you shall sec no 
such thing. 

Hip. He says they can do nothing in this 
kind. 

The. The kinder we, to give them thanks 
for nothing. 

Our sport shall be to take what ihey 
mistake; 00 

And what poor duty cannot do, noble 
respect 

Takes it in might, not merit. 

Where I have come, great clerks have 
purposed 

To greet me with premeditated welcomes ; 
Where T have seen them shiver and look 
pale, 

Make periods in the midst of sentences. 
Throttle their practis’d accent in their fears. 
And, in conclusion, dumbly have broke off, 
Not paying me a welcome. Trust me, 
sweet, 9<) 

Out of this silence yet I pick’d a welcome ; 
And in the modesty of fearful duty 
1 read as much as from the rattling tongue 
Of saucy and audacious eloquence. 

Love, therefore, and tongue-tied simplicity 
In least speak most to my capacity. 105 
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Re-enter Philostrate. 

Phil. So please your Grace, the Prologue 
is address'd. 

The. Let him approach. 

[Flourish of trumpets. 

Enter Quince as the Prologue. 

Pro/. If we offend, it is with our flood will. 
That you should think, we come rwi to offend, 
But with good will. To show onr simple skill. 
That is the true beginning of ouy end. j j 
Consider then, u>e come but in despite. 

We do not come, as minding to content you. 
Our true intent is. All for your delight 
We are not here. Thai you should here repent 
you, 11s 

The actors are at hand ; and, by their show. 
You shall know all, that you are like to know. 
The. 7’his fellow doth not stand upora 
points. 

Lys. He hath rid his prologue like a rough 
colt ; he knows not the stop. A good moral 
my lord : it is not enough to speak, but to 
speak true. ^ i 

Hip. Indeed he hath play’d on this 
prologue like a child on a recorder—a 
sound, but not in government. 

The. His speech was like a tangled chain ; 
nothing impaired, but all disordered. Who 
is next ? i 

Enter, with a Trumpet before them, as in 
dumb show, Pyramus and Thisuy, Wall, 
Moonshine, and Lion. 

Prol. Gentles, perchance you mnider at 
this show ; 

But wonder on, till truth make all things 
plain. 

This man is Pyramus, if you would know ; 
This beauteous lady T hisby is certain. 

This man, with lime and rough-cast, doth 
present i.V' 

\Vall, that vile Wall which did these lovers, 
sunder ; 

And through Wall's chink, poor souls, they 
are content 

To whisper. At the which let no man wonder. 
This man, with lanthom, dog, and bush of 
thorn, 

Presenteih Moonshine ; for, if you will know 
By moonshine did these lovers think no scorn 
To meet at Ninus* tomb, there, there to woo. 
This grisly beast, which Lion flight by name. 
The trusty Thisby, coming first by night, 

Did scare aivay, or rather did affright ; 

And as she fled, her mantle she did fall ; 
Which Lion vile with bloody mouth did stain. 
Anon comes Pyramus, .sweet youth and tail. 
And finds his trusty Thisby's mantle slain ; 
Whereat with blade, with bloody blameful 
blade, 

Me bravely broach'd his boiling bloody breast; 
And Thisby, tarrying in mulberry shade, 


His dagger drew, and died. For all the rest. 
Let Lion, Moonshine, Wall, and lovers twain, 
At large discourse while here they do remain. 
[Hxcmh/ Prologue, Pyramus, Thisby, 
Lion, and Moonshine. 
The. I wonder if the lion be to speak. 
Dem. No wonder, my lord : one lion may, 
when many asses do. 153 

Wall. In this same interlude it doth befall 
That 1 , one Snout by name, present a wall ; 
And such a wall as I would hare you think 
Thai had in it a crannied hole or chink, 1.7 
Through which the lovers, Pyramus and 
Thisby, 

Did tvhisper often very secretly. 

This loam, this rough-cast, and this stone, 
doth show 1 (> > 

Thai I am that same wall ; the truth is so ; 
And this the cranny is. right and sinister, 
Through which the fearful lovers are to 
whisper. 

The. Would you desire lime and hair to 
speak l>etter ? 

Dem. It is the wittiest partition that ever 
I heard discourse, my lord. 160 

Enter Pyramus. 

The. Pyramus draws near the wall; 
silence. 

Pyr. O grim-look'd night! O night with 
hue so black ! 

O night, which ever art when day is not I 
O night, O night, alack, alack, alack, 170 
I fear my Thisby's promise is forgot! 

And thou, O wall, O sweet, O lovely wall. 
That stand'st heltveen her father's ground and 
mine ; 

Thou wall, O wall, O sweet and lovely wall, 
Show me thy chink, to blink through with 
mine eyne. 175 

[Wall holds up his fingers. 
Thanks, courteous wall. Jove shield thee well 
for this / 

But what see I ? No Thisby do I see. 

O wicked wall, through whom J see no bliss ; 
Curs'd be thy stones for thus deceiving me ! 

The. The wall, methinks, being sensible, 
should curse again. iSi 

Pyr. No, in truth, sir, he should not. 
Deceiving nje is Thisby’s cue. She is to 
enter now, and 1 am to spy her through the 
wall. You shall see it will fall pat as I told 
you ; yonder she conics. 1S5 

Enter Thisdy. 

This. O wall, full often hast thou heard my 
moans, 

For parting my fair Pyramus and me ! 

My cherry lips have cflen kiss'd thy stones. 
Thy st 07 ies with lime and hair knit up in thee. 

Pyr. I see a voice ; now will 1 to the chink, 
To spy an I can hear my Thisby's face. lyi 
Thisby ! 

This. My love I thou art my love, I think. 
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Pyr. Think nhat thou wiU, I am thy lover*s 
grace ; 

And like Limander am J trusty still. 195 
This, And I like Helen, till the Fates me 
kill, 

Pyu Not Shafalus to Proo'us was so true. 
This. As Shafalus to Procrus, J to you, 
Pyr. O, kiss me through the hole of this 
tile wall. 

This. J kiss the walVs hole, not your lips 
at all, -01: 

Pyr, W’i// ihou at Ninny's tomb meet me 
straigltuay ? 

This, Tide life, tide death, I com* ivithoiit 
delay. 

I Exeunt P^ramits and Thisby. 
Wall Thus hate I, Wall, my part dis¬ 
charged so ; 

And, being done, thus Wall away doth go. 

illxil Wall 

The. Now is the mi on used between tiu 
two neighbours. f 

Dewj. No remedy, my lord, when walls 
are so wilful to hear without warning. 

Hip. This is the silliest stuff that ever 1 
heard. 

The. The best in this kind are but 
shadows ; and the worst are no worse, it 
imi'ginaiiori amend them. .:ii 

Hip. It must be your imagination then,, 
and not theirs. 

The. If \u* imagine no worse of them than 
they of thtmsclvcs, they may pass for ex- 
celleiit men. Here come tw'o noble beasts 
in, a man and a lion. 

Frder Lion and Moonshine. 

Lion. You, ladies, you, whose gentle hearb 
do feay 

The smallest monstrous mouse that creeps on 
floor, 

May now, perchance, both quake and 
tremble here. 

When lion rough in wildest rage dot}, 
rear. 

Then knoiv that I as Snug the joiner am n r 
A lion fell, nor else no lion's dam ; 

For. if I should as lion come in strife 
Into this place, 'twere pity on my life. 

The. A very gentle beast, and of a good 
conscience. 

Dem. 'Ihe very best at a beast, my lord, 
that e’er I saw. --is 

Lys. This lion is a very fox for his valour. 
The. True ; and a goose for his discretion. 
Dem. Not so, my lord ; for his valour 
cannot carry his discretion, and the fox 
carries the goose. 

The. His discretion, 1 am sure, cannot 
carry his valour ; for the goose carries not 
the fox. It is well. Leave it to his discretion, 
and let us listen to the Moon. 2^** 

Moon. This lanthorn doth the horned moon 
present — 


Dem. He should have worn the horns on 
his head. 

The. He is no crescent, and his horns are 
invisible within the circumference. 236 

Moon. This lanthorn doth the horned moon 
present ; 

Myself the Man i’ th* Moon do seem to be. 

The. This is the greatest error of all the 
rest; the man should be put into the 
lantern. How is it else the man i' th’ moon ? 

Dem. He dares not come there for the 
candle ; for, you see, it is already in snuff. 

Hip. 1 am aweary of this moon. Would 
he would change I 2.1 s 

The. It appears, by his small light of 
discretion, that he is in the wane ; but yet, 
in courtesy, in all rea.son, we must stay the 
time. 

Lys. Proceed, Moon. - 40 

Moon. All that I ha\e to say is to tell 
you that the lanthcrn is the moon; 1, the 
Man i’ th’ Moon ; this thorn-bush, my 
thorn-bush ; and this dog, my dog. 

Dem. Why, all these should be in the 
lantern ; for all these are in the moon. But 
silence ; here comes 1'hisby. 

Re-enter Thisky. 

This. This is old Ninny's tomb. Where is 
my love ? 255 

Lion, jliuiiruigj O— runs off. 

Dem. Well roar’d, Lion. 

The. Well run, I’hisby. 

Hip. Well shone, Moon. Truly, the moon 
shines with a good grace. .'o > 

ITIie Lion tears Thisby's mantle, and exit. 

The. Well mous’d, IJon. 

Re-enter Pyramus. 

Dem. And then came Pyramus. 

Lys. And so the lion vanish’d. 

Pyr. Sweet Moon, 1 thank thee for thy 
sunny beams ; 

I thank thee, Moon, for shining now so 
bright ; 

For, by thy gracious, golden, glittering gleams, 

1 trust to take of iruest Thisby sight. 

But stay, O spite ! 

But mark, poor knight. 

What dreadful dole is here I 270 
Eyes, do you see ? 

How can it be ? 

O dainty duck ! O dear I 
Thy mantle good, 

What I stain'd with blood ? 275 

Approach, ye Furies fell, 

O Fates ! come, come ; 

Cut thread and thrum ; 

Quail, crush, conclude, and quell. 

The. This passion, and the death of a 
dear friend, would go near to make a man 
look sad. -81 

Hip. Beshrew my heart, but I pity the 
man. 
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Scene 1] 

Pyr, O wherefore, Nature, didst thou lions 
frame 7 

Since lion vile hath here deflower*d my dear ; 
Which is — no, no—which was the fairest 
dame -’83 

That liv*d, that lov*d, that lik*d, that look'd 
with cheer. 

Come, tears, confound ; 

Out, sword, and wound 
The pap of Pyramus ; 

Ay, that left pap, 

Where heart doth hop. 

[Stabs himself. 
Thus die I, thus, thus, thus. 

Now am I dead, 

Now am I fled ; 

M.v said is in the sky. 293 

Tontiue, lose thy light ; 

Moon, take thy flight. 

[Exit Moonshine. 

Now die, die, die, die, die. [Oies. j 

Dem. No die, hut an ace, for him ; for he 
is hut one. . 

Lys. Less than an acc, man; for he is 
dead ; he is nothing. 

The. With the help of a surgeon he might 
yet recover and yet prove an ass. 

Hip. How chance Moonshine is gone 
before Tlushy comes back and finds her 
lover ? 3 3 

Re-enter Thisby. 

The. She will find him by starlight. Here 
she comes ; and her passion ends the play. 

Hip. Methinks she sliould not use a long 
one for such a Pyramus ; 1 hope she w ill he 
brief, 3 "*) 

Deni. A mote will turn the balance, which 
Pyramus, which Thisby, is the better—he 
for a man, God w^arrant us : she for a 
woman, God bless us ! 

Lys. She hath spied him already with 
those sweet eyes. 

Dem. And thus she moans, videlicet 

This. Asleep, my love ? 313 

What, dead, my dove 7 
O Pyramus, arise, 

Speak, speak. Quite dumb ? 
Dead, dead 1 A tomb 
Must cover thy sweet eyes. 

These lily lips, 

This cherry nose, 

These yellow cowslip cheeks. 

Are gone, are gone ; 

Lovers, make moan ; 3?5 

His eyes were green as leeks. 

6 Sisters Three, 

Come, come to me, 

With hands as pale as milk ; 

Lay them in gore, 3i« 

Since you have shore 
With shears his thread of silk. 

Tongue, not a word. 

Come, trusty sword ; 


Come, blade, my breast imbrue. 335 
[Sfa&s herself. 
And farewell, friends ; 

Thus Thisby ends ; 

Adieu, adieu, adieu. IDies, 

The. Moonshine and Lion arc left to bury 
the dead. 

Dem. Ay, and Wall too. 310 

Bot. [Starting up] No, I assure you ; the 
wall is down that parted their fathers. Will 
it please you to see the Epilogue, or to hear 
a Bergomask dance between two of our 
company? 3U 

The. No epilogue, I pray you ; for your 
play needs no excuse. Never excuse *, for 
when the players are all dead there need 
none to be blamed. Marry, if he that writ 
it had played Pyramus, and bang’d himself 
in Thisby’s garter, it would have been a 
fine tragedy. And so it is, truly ; and very 
notably discharg’d. But come, your Bergo¬ 
mask ; let your epilogue alone. IA dance. 
The irc^n tongue of niiunight hath told 
twelve. Si- 

Lovers, to bed ; ’tis almost fairy fm 
I fear we shall out-slocp the coming morn. 
As much as we this night have ovcrwatch’d. 
This palpable-gross play hath well beguil’d 
The heavy gait of night. Sweet friends, to 
bed. 357 

A fortnight hold we this solemnity, 

In nightly revels and new jollity. [Exeunt. 

Enter Pi'CK with a broom . 

Puck. Now the hungry lion roars, 360 
And the wolf hehovvis the moon ; 
Whilst the heavy ploughman snores, 
All with weary task fordone. 

Now tl.> wasted brands do glow, 
Whilst the screech-owl, screeching loud. 
Puts the wretch that lies in woe 3^0 
In remembrance of a shroud. 

Now it is the time of night 
That the graves, all gaping wide, 
Every one lets forth his sprite, 37'> 
In the church-way paths to glide. 

And we fairies, that do run 
By the triple Hecate’s team 
From the presence of the sun, 
Following darkness like a dream, 375 
Now arc frolic. Not a mouse 
Shall disturb this hallowed house. 

1 am sent with broom before. 

To sweep the dust behind the door. 

Enter Oberon and Titania, with all their 
Train. 

Obe. Through the house give glimmering 
light, 3S0 

By the dead and drowsy fire; 

Every elf and fairy sprite 
Hop as light as bird from brier; 

And this ditty, after me, 

Sing and dance it trippingly. 
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Tita* First, rehearse your song by rote. 

To each word a warbling note ; 

Hand in hand, with fairy grace. 

Will we sing, and bless this place, 

Oberon leading, the Fairies sing and dance. 

Obc. Now, until the break of day, s 
Through this house each fairy stray. 

To the best bride-bed will we, 

Which by us shall blessed be ; 

And the issue there create 
Ever shall be fortunate. 3y.’- 

So shall all the couples three 
Ever true in loving be ; 

And the blots of Nature's hand 
Shall not in their issue stand ; 

Never mole, hare-lip, nor scar, 4^ > 
Nor mark prodigious, such as are 
Despised in nativity, 

Shall upon their children be. 

With this field-dew consecrate. 

Every fairy take his gait, 405 

And each several chamber bless. 


[Act 5 

Through this palace, with sweet peace ; 
And the owner of it blest 
Ever shall in safety rest. 

Trip away ; make no stay ; 410 

Meet me all by break of day. 

[Exeunt all but Puck. 
Pucks If we shadows have offended. 
Think but this, and all is mended. 
That you have but slumb’red here 
While tliese visions did appear. 415 
And this weak and idle theme. 

No more yielding but a dream. 
Gentles, do not reprehend. 

If you pardon, we will mend. 

And, as I am an honest Puck, 4^f> 

If we have unearned luck 

Now to scape the serpent's tongue, 

We will make amends ere long ; 

Else the Puck a liar call. 

So, good night unto you all. 

Give me your hands, if we be friends. 
And Robin shall restore amends. 

[Exit, 
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ACT ONE 

Scene I. Venice. A street. 

Enter Antonio, Salerio, and Solanio. 

Ah/. In sooth I know not why I am so 
sad. 

[t wearies me ; you say it wearies you ; 
But how 1 caught it, found it, or came 
by it, 

iVhat stuff Tis made of, whereof it is born, 
1 am to learn ; 

And such a want-wit sadness makes of me 
That 1 have much ado to know myself. 

Saler. Your mind is tossing on tike ocean ; 
There where your argosies, with portly 
sail— 

Like signiors and rich burghers on the flood. 
Or as it were the pageants of the sea— 

Do overpeer the petty traffickers. 

That curtsy to them, do them reverence. 
As they fly by them with their woven 
wings. 

Solan. Believe me, sir, had I such venture 
forth, 15 

The better part of my affections would 
Be with rny hopes abroad. I should be still 
Plucking the grass to know where sits the 
wind. 

Peering in maps for ports, and piers, and 
roads; I'j 

And every object that might make me fear 
Misfortune to my ventures, out of doubt, 
Would make me sad. 

Saler. My wind, cooling my broth, 
Would blow me to an ague when I thought 
What harm a wind too great might do at 
sea. 21 

I should not see the sandy hour-glass run 
But I should think of shallows and of flats, 
And see my wx*althy Andrew dock'd in 
sand. 


Vailing her high top kwer than her ribs 
To kiss her burial. Should 1 go to church 
And see tlie holy edifice of stone, 30 

And not bethink me straight of dangerous 
rocks, 

Which, touching but my gentle vessel’s 
side, 

Would scatter all her spices on the stream. 
Enrobe the roaring waters with my silks. 
And, in a word, but even now worth 
this. 

And now worth nothing ? Shall I have the 
thought 3=: 

To think on this, and shall 1 lack the 
thought 

That such a thing bechanc’d would make 
me sad ? 

But tell not me; I know Antonio 
Is sad to think upon his merchandise. 40 
Ant. Believe me, no; I thank my 
fortune for it, 

My ventures are not in one bottom trusted. 
Nor to one place ; nor is my whole estate 
Upon the fortune of this present year ; 
Therefore rny merchandise makes me not 
sad. 45 

Solan. Why then you arc in love. 

Ant. Fie, fie! 

Solan. Not in love neither ? Then let us 
say you arc sad 

Because you are not merry ; and ’twerc 
as easy 

For you to laugh and leap and say you are 
merry, 

Because you are not sad. Now, by two- 
headed Janus, sr. 

Nature hath fram’d strange fellows in her 
time: 

Some that will evermore peep through 
their eyes. 

And laugh like parrots at a bag-piper; 
And other of such vinegar aspect 
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That they’ll not show their teeth in way of 
smile 

Though Nestor swear the jest be laughable. 
Enter Bassanio» Lorenzo, and Gratiano 

Here comes Bassanio, your most noble 
kinsman, 

Gratiano and Lorenzo. Fare ye well; 

We leave you now with better company. 

Sakr. 1 would have stay’d till I had 
made you merry, (*< 

If worthier friends had not prevented me 

Aid. Your worth is very dear in my 
regard. 

I take it your own business calls on you. 
And you embrace th’ occasion to depart. 

Sakr. Good morrew, my good lords, o 

Bass, Good signiors both, when shall wt 
laugh ? Say when. 

You grow' exceeding strange ; must it be 
so ? 

Sakr. We’ll make our leisures to attend 
on yours. 

I Exeunt Salerio and Solanio. 

Lor. My Lord Bassanio, since you have 
found Antonio, (». 

We two will leave you ; but at dinner-time. 
1 pray you, have in mind where we must 
meet. 

Bass. 1 will not fail you. 

Gra. You look not well, Signior Antonio ; 
You have too much respect upon the world, 
They lose it that do buy it with mud, 
care. 7' 

Believe me, you are marvellously chang'd 

Ant. 1 hold the world but as the world 
Gratianci— 

A stage, where every man must play a part. 
And mine a sad one. 

Gra. Let me play the fool. 

With mirth and laughter let old wrinkle' 
come: s 

And let my liver rather heat with wine 
Than my heart cool with mortifying groans 
Why should a man whose blood is warm 
within 

Sit like h s grandsire cut in alabaster. 

Sleep when he wakes, and creep into the 
jaundice s 

By being peevish ? I tell thee what, 
Antonio— 

I love thee, and 'tis my love that speaks— 
There arc a sort of men whose visages 
Do cream and mantle like a .standing pond, 
A d do a wilful stillness enlcrtain, 9c 

With purpose to be dre s’d in an opinion 
Of wisdom, gravity, profound conceit; 

As who should say * I am Sir Oracle, 

And when I epe my lips let no dog bark 
O my Antonio, I t.o know of these 9.s 
That therefore only are reputed wise 
For saying nothing ; when, I am very sure 
If they should speak, would almost damn 
those ears 


[Act 1 

Which, hearing them, would call their 
brothers fools. 

ril tell thee more of this another time, too 
But fish not with this melancholy bait 
For this fool gudgeon, this opinion. 

Com-, good Lorenzo. Fare ye w'ell awhile; 
ril end my exhortation after dinner. 

Lor. Well, we will leave you then till 
dinner-time. 105 

I must be one of these same dumb wise 
men. 

For Gratiano never lets me speak. 

Gra. Well, keep me company but two 
years moe, 

Thou shalt not know the sound of thine 
own tongue. 

Anl. Fare you well; I’ll grow a talker 
for this gear. no 

Gra. Thanks, i’ faith, for silence is only 
commendable 

In a neat’s tongue dried, and a maid not 
vendible. 

[Exeunf Gratiano and Lorenzo. 
Ant. Is that anything now ? 

Bass. Gratiano speaks an infinite deal of 
nothing, more thin any man in all Venice. 
His reasons are as two grains of wheat hid 
in two bushels of chaff: you shall seek all 
day ere you find them, and when you have 
them they are not worth the search. 

Ant. Well; tell me now what lady is the 
same 

To whom you swore a secret pilgrimage, J20 
That you to-day promis’d to tell me of ? 

Bass, 'Tis not unknown to you, Antonio, 
How much 1 have disablci! mine estate 
By something showing a more swelling port 
Than my faint means would grant con¬ 
tinuance; 

Nor do 1 now make moan to be abridg’d 
From such a noble rate ; but my chief care 
Is to come fairly off from the great debts 
Wherein my time, something too prodigal, 
Hath left me gag’d. To you, Antonio, 

1 owe the most, in money and in love ; 

And from your love I have a warranty 
To unburden all my plots and purposes 
How to get clear of ail the debts 1 owe. 
Ant. 1 pray you, good Bassanio, let me 
know it; 135 

And if it stand, as you yourself still do. 
Within the eye of honour, be assur’d 
My purse, my person, my extremest means, 
Lie all unlock’d to your occasions. 

Bass, In my school-days, when 1 had lost 
one shaft, 140 

I shot his fellow of the self-same flight 
The self-same way, with more advised 
watch, 

To find the other forth ; and by adventur¬ 
ing both 

I oft found both. I urge this childhood 
proof, 

Because what follows is pure innocence. 145 
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Scene 1] 

I owe you much ; and, like a wilful youth, 
That which 1 owe is lost; but if you please 
To shoot another arrow that self way 
Which you did shoot the first, 1 do not 
doubt, 

As 1 will watch the aim, or to find both, 150 
Or bring your latter hazard back again 
And thankfully rest debtor for the first. 
Aid. You know me well, and herein spend 
hut time 

To wind about my love with circumstance ; 
And out of doubt you do me now more 
wrong i.ss 

In making question of my uttermost 
'lhan if you had made waste of all I have. 
Ihon do but say to me what I should do 
lhat in your knowledge may by me be 
done, 1 5'} 

And I am prest unto it; therefore speak. 

Bass. In Belmont is a lady richly left. 
And she i.s fair and, fairer than that 
word. 

Of wondrous virtues. Sometimes from her 
eyes 

I did receive fair speechless messages. u>4 
Her name is Portia—nothing undervalu’d 
'lo Cato's daughter, Brutus’ Portia. 

Nor is the wide world ignorant of her 
worth ; 

For the four winds blow in from every coast 
Renowned suitors, and her sunny locks 
Hang on her temples like a golden fleece, 
Which make? her seat of Belmont Colchos’ 
stiond, T/j 

And many Jasons come in quest of her. 

O my Antonio, had I but the means 
do hold a rival place with one of them, 

1 have a mind presages me such thrift 175 
lhat I should questionless be fortunate. 
Aiif. Thou know’st that all my fortunes 
are at sea ; 

Neither have I money nor commodity 
To raise a present sum ; therefore go forth, 
Try what my credit can in Venice do ; 
lhat shall be rack’d, even to the uttermost, 
lo furnish thee to Belmont to fair Portia. 
Go presently inquire, and so will I, 

W here money is ; and I no question make 
To have it of my trust or for my sake. iSs 

lExewiif. 

Scene II. Belmont. Portia's house. 

Enter Portia with her waUing - woman , 
Nerissa. 

Par. By my troth, Nerissa, my little l)ody 
is aweary of this great world. 

Ner. You would be, sweet mr^dam, if 
your miseries were in the same abundance 
as your good fortunes are ; and yet, for 
aught 1 see, they arc as sick that surfeit 
with too much as they that starve with 
nothing. It is no mean happiness, there¬ 
fore, to be seated in the mean: superfluity 
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comes sooner by white hairs, but com¬ 
petency lives longer. 

Por. Good sentences, and well pro¬ 
nounc’d. 

Ner. They would be better, if well 
followed. 10 

I^or. If to do were as easy as to know 
what were good to do, chapels had been 
churches, and poor men’s cottages princes’ 
palaces. It is a good divine that follow: his 
own instructions; I can easier teach 
twenty what were good to be done than 
to be one of the twenty to follow mine owm 
teaching. The brain may devise Jaws for 
the blood, but a hot temper leaps o’er a 
cold decree; such a hare is madness the 
youth, to skip o’er the meshes of good 
counsel the cripple. But this reasoning is 
not in the fashion to choose me a husband. 
O me, the word ‘ choose ' 1 I may neither 
choose who I would nor refuse who I 
dislike: so is the will of a living daughter 
curb’d by the will of a dead father. Is it 
not hard, Nerissa, that 1 cannot choose one, 
nor refuse none ? 

Ner. Your father was ever virtuous, and 
holy men at their death have good inspira¬ 
tions ; therefore the lott’ry that he hath 
devised in these three chests, of gold, silver, 
and lead—whereof who cho-^ses hi.i mrar.- 
ing chooses you—will no doubt never he 
chosen by any rightly but one who you 
shall rightly love. But what warmth is 
there in your affection towards any of these 
princely suitors that arc already come ? sr 
Por. I pray thee over-name them ; and 
as thou namest them, I will describe them ; 
and according to my description, level at iiiy 
affection. ?4 

Ner. First, there is the Neapolitan prince. 
Por. Ay, that’s a colt indeed, for he doth 
nothing but talk of his horse; and he 
makes it a great appropriation to his own 
good parts that he can shoe him himself; 
t am much afear’d my lady his mother 
play’d false with a smith. 

Ner. Then is there the County Palatine, 
Por. He doth nothing but frown, as Wiio 
should say 'An you will not have me, 
ch.o.>e’. He hears merry tales and smiles 
not. I fear he will prove the weeping 
philosopher when he grows old, being so 
full of unmannerly sadness in his youth. 
I had rather be married to a death’s head 
with a bone in his mouth than to either of 
these. God defend me from these two I 
Ner. How say you by the French lord. 
Monsieur Le Bon ? 4) 

Por. God made him, and therefore let 
him pass for a man. In truth, I know it is 
a sin to be a mocker, but he—why, he hath 
a horse better than the Neapolitan’s, a 
better bad habit of frowning than the 
Count Palatine; he is every man in no 
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man. If a throstle sing he falls straight a- 
cap'ring; he will fence with his own 
shadow; if I should marry him, I should 
marry twenty husbands. If he would 
despise me, I would forgive him ; for if 
he love me to madness, I shall never requite 
him. 

Ner. What say you then to Falconbridge, 
the young baron of England ? < 

Par. You know I say nothing to him, for 
he understands not me, nor I him : he 
hath neither Latin, French, nor Italian, 
and you will come into the court and swear 
that I have a poor pennyworth in the 
English. He is a proper man’s picture ; 
but, alas, who can converse with a dumb 
show ? How oddly he is suited I I think 
he bought his doublet in Italy, his round 
hose in France, his bonnet in Germany, and 
his behaviour everywhere. 

Ner. What think you of the Scottish lord, 
his neighbour ? 

Par. That he hath a neighbourly charity 
in him, for he borrowed a Iiox of the car ol 
the Englishman, and swore he would pay 
him again w'hen he was able ; 1 think the 
Frenchman became his surety, and seal’d 
under for another. 

Ner. How' like you the young German, 
the Duke of Saxony’s nephew ? 7 

Por. Very vilely in the morning when ht 
is sober; and most vilely in the afternoon 
when he is drunk. When he is best, he is a 
little worse than a man, and when he 
worst, he is little better than a beast. An 
the w’orst fall that ever fell, I hope I shall 
make shift to go without him. s., 

Ner. If he should offer to choose, and 
choose the right casket, you should refuse 
to perform your father's will, if you should 
refuse to accept him. ^ s 

Por. Therefore, for fear of the w'orst, I 
pray thee set a deep glass of Rhenish wine 
on the contrary casket; for if the devil be 
within and that temptation without, 1 
know he will choose it. I will do anything, 
Nerissa, ere 1 will be married to a sponge. 

Ner. You need not fear, lady, the having 
any of these lords ; they have acquainted 
me with their determinations, which is 
indeed to return to their home, and to 
trouble you with no more suit, unless you 
may be won by some other sort than your 
father’s imposition, depending on the 
caskets. <^4 

Por, If I live to be as old as Sibylla, I 
will die as chaste as Diana, unless I be 
obtained by the manner of my father's will. 

I am glad this parcel of wooers are so 
reasonable; for there is not one among 
them but 1 dote on his very absence, and 
I pray God grant them a fair departure. *)•> 
Ncr. Do you not remember, lady, in your 
father’s time, a Venetian, a scholar and a 
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soldier, that came hither in company of the 
Marquis of Montferrat ? 

Por. Yes, yes, it was Bassanio; as I 
think, so was he call’d. i«>t 

Ner. True, madam ; lie, of all the men 
that ever my foolish eyes look'd upon, was 
the best deserving a fair lady. 

Por. I remember him well, and I remem¬ 
ber him worthy of thy praise. 

Enter a Servingman. 

How now ! what news ? lor, 

Serv. The four strangers seek for you, 
madam, to take their leave ; and there is 
a forerunner come from a fifth, the Prince 
of Morocco, wdio brings word the Prince 
his master w ill he here to-night. n i 

Por. If I could bid the fifth welcome with 
so good heart as 1 can bid the other four 
farewell, I should be glad of his approach ; 
if he have the condition of a saint and the 
complexion of a devil, I had rather he 
should shrive me than wive me. jiS 

Come, Nerissa. Sirrah, go before. 

Whiles wc shut the gate upon one wooer, 
another knocks at the door. ( Exeunt. 

ScKNE III. Venice. A public place. 

Enter Bassanio with Shylock the Jew. 

Shy. Three thousand ducats—well. 

Bass, Ay, sir, for three months. 

Shy. For three months—well. 

Bass. For the which, as I told you, 
Antonio shall be bound. 5 

Shy. Antonio shall become bound—well. 

Bass. May you stead me ? Will you 
pleasure me ? Shall I know your answer ? 

Shy. Three thousand ducats for three 
months, and Antonio bound. 10 

Bass. Your answer to that. 

Shy. Antonio is a good man. 

Bass. Have you heard any imputation to 
the contrary ? 

Shy. Ho, no, no, no, no ; my meaning 
in saying he is a good man is to have you 
understand me that he is sufficient; yet 
his means are in supposition: he hath an 
argosy bound to Tripolis, another to the 
Indies; I understand, moreover, upon the 
Rialto, he hath a third at Mexico, a fourth 
for England—and other ventures he hath, 
squand’red abroad. But ships are but 
boards, sailors but men; there be land- 
rats and water-rats, W'ater-thieves and land- 
thieves—1 mean pirates ; and then there 
is the peril of waters, winds, and rocks. 
The man is, notwithstanding, sufficient. 
Three thousand ducats—I think 1 may 
take his bond. 

Bass. Be assur’d you may. -.*5 

Shy. I will be assur’d 1 may ; and, that 
I may be assured, 1 will bethink me. May 
1 speak with Antonio ? 
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Scene 3] 

Bass* If it please you to dine with us. 
Shy, Yes, to smell pork, to eat of the 
habitation which your prophet, the Nas- 
arite, conjured the devil into I I will buy 
witli you, sell with you, talk with yoif, 
walk with you, and so following ; but I 
will not cat with you, drink with you, nor 
pray with you. What new's on the Rialto ? 
Who is he comes here ? 

Enter Antonio. 

Bass, This is Signior Antonio. 5=^ 

Shy. t As/tkd How like a fawning publican 
he looks! 

I hate him for he is a Christian ; 

But more for that in low simplicity 
He lends out money gratis, and brings 
down >•) 

The rate of usance here with us in Venice. 
If 1 can catch him once upon tlie hip, 

I will fet^d fat the ancient grudge 1 l)car 
him. 

He hates our sacred nation ; and he rails, 
Hven there where merchants most do 
congregate, 

On me, my bargains, and my w'elkwon 
thrift, 

Which he calls interest. Cursed be my tribe 
It 1 forgive him ! 

Bass. Shylock, do yi>u hear ? 

Shy, I am debating of my present store. 
And, hy the near guess of my memory, 

I canned itislanlly raise up the gross so 
Of full three thousand ducats. What of 
that ? 

Tubal, a wealthy Hebrew of my tribe. 

Will furnish rnc. But soft! how^ many 
months 

Do you desire ? [To Antonio] Rest you fair, 
good signior; 

Your worship was the last man in our 
mouths. S' 

Ant, y’lylock, albeit 1 neither lend nor 
borrow 

By taking nor by giving of excess. 

Yet, to supply the ripe wants of my friend, 
ril break a custom. 17o Bassanio] Is he yet 
possess'd yj 

How much ye would ? 

Shy, Ay, ay, three thousand ducats. 
Anh And for three months. 

Shy, I had forgot—three months ; you 
told me so. 

Well then, your bond; and, let me see— 
but hear you, 

Methoughts you said you neither lend nor 
borrow 

Upon advantage. 

Ant. I do never use it. ^^5 

Shy. When Jacob graz'd his uncle 
Laban’s sheep— 

This Jacob from our holy Abram w^as. 

As his wise mother wrought in his behalf, 
The third possessor ; ay, he was the third— 


Ant. And what of him ? Did he take 
interest ? 70 

Shy. No, not take interest; not, as you 
would say. 

Directly int'rest; mark what Jacob did: 
When Laban and himself were com¬ 
promis'd 

7'hat all the eanlings which were streak'd 
and pied 

Should fall as Jacob’s hire, the ewes, being 
rank, 73 

In end of autumn turned to the rams ; 

And when the w'ork of ,generation was 
Between these woolly breeders in the act. 
The skilful shepherd pill'd me certain 
wands, 

And, in the doing of the deed of kind, «> 
He stuck them up before the fulsome ew’es. 
Who, then conceiving, did in caning time 
Fail parti-colour'd lambs, and those were 
Jacob's. 

This was a way to thrive, and he was 
blest ; 

And thrift is blessing, if men steal it not. S3 
Ant. This was a venture, sir, that Jacob 
serv’d for; 

A thing not in Ids power to bring to pass, 
But sway'd and fashion'll by the hand of 
heaven. 

Was this inserted to make interest good ? 
Or is your gold and. silver ewes and rams ? 
Shy. 1 cannot tell; I make it breed as 
fast. 

But note me, signior. 

Ant. [Aside] Mark you this, Bassanio, 
7'he devil can cite Scripture for his purpose. 
An evil soul producing iioly witness 
is like a villain with a smiling cheek, 9.5 
A goodly apple rotten at tlie heart. 

O, what a goodly outside falsehood hath! 
Shy. Three thousand ducats—’tis a good 
round sum. 

Three months from twelve ; then let me 
sec, the rate— 

Ant. Well, Shylock, shall we be beholding 

to you ? loo 

Shy, Signior Antonio, many a time e.nd 

oft 

In the Rialto you have rated me 
About my moneys and my usances ; 

Still have I borne it with a p:itient shriig. 
For sufl ’rar.cc is the badge of all our tribe ; 
You call me misbeliever, cut-throat dog, 
And spit upon my Jewish gaberdine. 

And all for use of that which is mine own. 
Well then, it now appears you need my 
help; lo) 

Go to, then ; you come to me, and you say 
Shylock, we would have moneys '. You 
say so— 

You that did void your rheum upon my 
beard 

Ami foot me as you spurn a stranger cur 
Over your threshold ; moneys is your suit. 

2ZJ 
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What should I say to you ? Should 1 not 
say 115 

‘Hath a dog money ? Is it possible 
A cor can lend three thousand dixats ? * Or 
Shall 1 bend low and, in a bcnclman\s key, 
W'ith bated breath and whisp'ring humble¬ 
ness. 

Say this : 

* Fair sir, you spit on me on Wednesday last. 
You jpurn'd me such a day ; another time 
Yen caird me dog : and for tl:ese courtesies 
I'll lend you thus much moneys ' ? 

Aftt, I am as like to call thee so again, t 
T o spit on thee again, to spun* thee too. 

If then ^\ilt lend this money, lend it not 
As to thy friends—for when did friendship 
take 

A breed for barren metal of his friend ?— 
Fut lend it rather to thine enemy, t .i 
W ho if be break thou mayst with better 
face 

Exact the penalty. 

Shy . Why, look you, how you storm! 
I would be friends with you, and have your 
love, 

Forgot the shames that you have stain’d me 
with. 

Supply your present winds, and take no 
eioit J3? 

Of usance for my moneys, and youTi not 
hear me. 

This is kind I oiler. 

Bass. This were kindnCsSs. 

Shy. This kindness W'ill I show. 

Co with me to a notary, seal me there 
Your single bond, and, in a merry sport, i4‘' 
If you repay me not on such a day, 

In such a place, such sum or sums as are 
Express’d in the conditic*n, let the forfeit 
Be nominated for an equal pound 144 
Of your fair flesh, to be cut off and taken 
In what part of your body plcaseth me. 

Ant. Content, in faith ; ITl seal to such 
a bond. 

And say there is much kindness in the Jew. 

Bass. You shall not seal to such a bond 
for me; 

I’ll rather dwell in my necessity. 

Ant. Why, fear not, man; I will not 
forfeit it; 

Within these two months—that’s a month 
before 

This bond expires—I do expect return 
Of thrice three times the value of this bond. 

Shy. O father Abram, what these 
Christians are, 155 

WTiosc own hard dealings teaches them 
suspect 

The thoughts of others ! Pray you, tell me 
this: 

If he should break his day, what should 1 
gain 

By the exaction of the forfeiture ? 

A pound of man’s flesh taken from a man 
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Is not so estimable, profitable neither, ifii 
As flesh of muttons, beefs, or goats. I say. 
To buy his favour, I extend this friendship; 
If he will take it, so ; if not, adieu ; 

And, for my love. 1 pray you wrong me not. 
Ant. Yes, Shy lock, 1 will seal unto this 
bond. 166 

Shy. Then meet me forthwith at the 
n Mary’s ; 

Give h Hi direction for this merry bond, 
And I will go and purse the ducats straight, 
Sec to my house, left in the fearful guard 
Of an unthrifty knave, and presenlly 171 
ril be with you. 

Ant. Hie thee, gentle Jew^ 

[Exit Shylock. 

The Hebrew will turn Christian : he grows 
kind. 

Bass. I like not fair terms and a villain’s 

mind. 

Ant. Come on ; in this there can be no 
dismay; 175 

My sliips come home a month before the 
day. [Exem2k 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Belmont. Poriia*s house. 

flourish of cornets. Enter the Prince of 
Morocco, a iamty Moor all in uhitCf and 
three or four r tdlowers accordingly, with 
Portia, Nfrissa, and Train. 

Mor. MisJike me not for my complexion, 
The shadowed livery of the burnish’d sun. 
To whom I am a neighbour, and near bred. 
Bring me the fairest creature northward 
born, 

W here Phabus’ fire scarce thaws the icicles. 
And let us make incisioir for your love 6 
To prove whose blood is reddest, his or 

mine. 

I tell thee, lady, this aspect of mine 
Hath fear’d the valiant; by my love, I 
swear 

The best-regarded virgins of our clime 10 
Have lov’d it too. I would not change this 
hue. 

Except to steal your thoughts, my gentle 
queen. 

For. In terms of choice I am not solely led 
By nice direction of a maiden's eyes ; 
Besides, the lott’ry of my destiny 13 

Bars me the right of voluntary choosing. 
But, if my father had not scanted me. 

And hedg'd me by his wit to yield myself 
His wife who wins me by that means I told 
you. 

Yourself, renowned Prince, then stood as 
fair 30 

As any comer I have look’d on yet 
For my affection. 

Mor. Even for that I thank you. 

Therefore, I pray you, lead me to the 
caskets 
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Scene 1] 

To try my fortune. By this scimitar, 24 
That slew the Sophy and a Persian prince. 
That won three tieidi of Sultan Solyman, 
1 would o’erstarc the sternest eyes that 
look, 

Outbrave the heart most daring on the 
earth, 

Pluck the young sucking cubs from the 
shc-bear. 

Yea, mock the lion when ’a roars for 
prey, 

To win thee, lady. But, alas the while ! 

If Hciciilcs and Lichas play at dice 
Which is the better man, the greater throw 
May turn by fortune from the weaker hand. 
So is Ak ides beaten by his page ; 

And so may I, blind fortune leading me, 
Miss that which one unworthicr may attain. 
And aie with grieving. 

ihn. Ycu must lake your chance, 

And either not attempt to cJioosc at all. 

Or swear before you clioose, if you choose 
wrong, AO 

Never to speak to lady afterward 
In w ay ot marriage ; therefore be advis'd. 
Mtr. JNor will not ; come, bring me unto 
my chance. 

For. 1 irst, forward to the temple. After 
dinner 44 

Your hazard shall be made. 

M(;r. Good fortune then, 

To make me blest or cursed’st among men! 

iCorijeks, and cxeunL 

ScENii II. Venice, A street. 

Enter Launcelot Gobbo. 

Laun . Certainly my conscience will serve 
me to run from this Jew my master. The 
fiend is at mine elbow and tempts me, 
saying to me ‘Go;.ba, launcelot Gobbo, 
good Launcelot ’ or ‘ good Gobbo ’ or ‘ good 
Launcelot Gobbo, use your legs, take the 
start, run away'. My conscience says ‘No; 
take heed, honest Launcelot, take lieed, 
honest Gobbo * or, as aforesaid, ‘ honest 
Launcelot Gobbo, do not run; sScorn 
running with thy heels’. Well, the most 
courageous fiend bids me pack, ‘ Via ! * 
says the fiend ; * away I ’ says the fiend 
‘ For the heavens, rouse up a brave mind ’ 
says the fiend ‘ and run.’ Well, my con¬ 
science, hanging about the neck of my 
heart, says very wisely to me ‘ My 
honest friend Launcelot, being an honest 
man’s son ’ or rather * an honest woman’s 
son ’; for indeed my father did something 
smack, something grow to, he had a 
kind of taste—well, my conscience says 
* Launcelot, budge not ’. * Budge ’ says the 
fiend. ‘ Budge not * says my conscience. 

' Conscience,* say I ‘ you counsel well.' 

' Fiend,’ say I ‘ you counsel well.’ To be 
rul’d by my conscience, 1 should stay with 


the Jew my master, who—God bless the 
mark I—is a kind of devil; and, to run 
away from the Jew, I should be ruled by 
the head, who—saving your reverence!— 
is the decil himself. Certainly the Jew is 
the very devil incarnation ; and, in my 
conscience, my conscience is but a kind of 
hard conscience to ofler to counsel me to 
stay with the Jew. The fiend gives the 
more f riendly counsel. I will run, heiid; iny 
heels are at your commancim hu ; 1 will run. 

Enter OIJ Gobbo, with a basket. 

Oob, Master young man, you, I pray you, 
which is the way to master Jew’s / 

Laun. [Aside] O heavens! This is my 
true begotten lather, who, being more than 
sand-blind, liigh-gravcl blind, knows me 
not. I will try confusions with him. 

Gob. Master young geniieman, I pray 
you, which is the way to luasLcr Jew’s / 4 
Laun, Turn up on your right hand at the 
next turning, but, at the ne.'^t turning of 
all, on your iett ; marry, at the very ne.xt 
turning, turn of no liaiul, but turn down 
indirectly to the Jew’s house. 

Gob. B.. God’s sonties, ’twill be a hard 
way to hit! Can you tell me whether one 
Launcelot, that dwells with him, dwell with 

him or no ? 41 

Laun. Talk you of young Master 

Launcelot ? [Aside] Mark me now ; now 
Will 1 raise the waters.— t alk \’ou of young 
Master Launcelot ? u 

Gob. No master, sir, but a poor man’s son; 
his latiier, though 1 say't, is an honest 
exceeding poor man, and, God be thankCvl, 
well to live. 

Laun. Well, let his father be what 'a will, 
wc talk of young Master Launcelot. 

Gob. Your worship’s friend, and Launce¬ 
lot, sir. 50 

Laun. But I pray you, ergo, old man, 
ergo, I beseech you, talk you of young 
Master Launcelot ? 

Gob. Of Launcelot, an’t please your 
mastership. .^3 

Laun. Lrgo, Master Launcelot. Talk not 
of Master Launcelot, father : for the young 
gentleman, according to Fates and Destinies 
and such odd sayings, the Sisters Three and 
such branches of learning, is indeed 
deceased ; or, as you would say in plain 
terms, gone to heaven. 

Gob. Marry, God forbid ! llie boy was 
the very staff of my age, my very prop. 60 
Laun. Do 1 look like a cudgel or a hovel- 
post, a staff or a prop ? Do you know me, 
father ? 

Gob. Alack the day, 1 know you not, 
young gentleman ; but I pray you tdl me. 
is my boy—God rest his soul!—alive or 
dead ? 05 

Laun. Do you not know me, father ? 

229 
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Go&. Alack, sir, I am sand-blind ; 1 know 
you not. 

Laun, Nay, indeed, if you had your eyes, 
you fai! of the knowing me : it is a 

wise father that knows his own child. Well, 
old man, 1 will tell you news of your son. 
Give me your blessing ; truth will come to 
light; murder cannot be hid long ; a man’s 
son may, but in the end truth will out. 

Gob. Pray you, sir, stand up ; I am sure 
you arc not I.auncelot my boy. 7^ 

Latin. Pray you, let’s have no more 
fooling about it, but give me your bicssir.g ; 
1 am Launcelot, your boy that was, your 
son that is, your child that sliall be. 

Gob. I cannot think you are my son. :• 
Laun. 1 know not what I shall think ol 
that; but 1 am Launcelot, the Jew’s man, 
and I am sure Margery your wife is my 
mother. « 

Gob. Her name is Atargery, indeed. I'll 
be sworn, if thou be Lau.ncclot, thou arl 
mine own flesh and blood. Lord worshipp'dj 
might he be, what a heard hast thou got! 
Ihou hast got more hair on thy chin than 
Dobbin my fill-horse has on lus tail. k 
Latin. It should seem, then, that Dobbin’: 
tail grows backward ; I am sure he hat 
more hair of his tail than I have of my 
face when I last saw him. 

Ccb. Lord, how art tliou chang’d ! f!o.- 
dcst thou and thy master agree I liavf 
brought him a present. How ’gree yoi: 
now ? 

Laun. Well, well; but, for mine own part, 
as 1 have set up my rest to ruii away, so 1 
will not rest till I have run some grouiu'. 
My master's a very Jcw’. Give him a 
present! Give him a htiltcr. I am famish’d 
in his service ; you may tell every fingei 
I have with my ribs. Fath.er, I am giavi 
you are come ; give me your present to out 
Mabter Bassanio, who ir.dccd gives rare nev, 
li\cries ; if I ser\ e not him, I will run as 
far as Cotl has any groiutd. O rare fortune ! 
Here comes the man. io him, father, for 
I am a Jew, if I serve the Jew any longer. 

Enter Bassanio, with Leonardo, with a 
P’jllower or two, 

Bass. You may do so ; but let it be so 
hasted that supper be ready at the farthest 
by five of the clock. See the.se let ers 
delivered, put the liveries to making, and 
desire Gratiano to come anon to my 
lodging. [Lx if a servant. 

Laun. To him, father. 

Gob. God bless your worship ! 

Bass. Gramercy ; wouldst thou aught 
with me ? no 

Gcb. Here’s my son, sir, a poor boy— 
Laun. Not a poor boy, sir, but the rich 
Jew's man, that would, sir, as my father 
shall specify— 
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Gob. He hath a great infection, sir, as one 
would say, to serve— n., 

Laun. Indeed, the short and the long is, 
I serve the Jew, and have a desire, as my 
fatlier shall specify— 

Gob. His master and he* saving your 
vvorsi'.ip’s reverence, are scarce cater- 
cousias— II,) 

Laun. To be brief, the very truth is that 
the Jew, having done me wrong, doth cause 
me, as my father, being I hope an old man, 
shall frulify iirito you— 

Gob. I have here a dish of doves that 1 
would bestow upon your worship ; and my 
suit is — I.:, 

Laun. In very brie^ the suit is imperti¬ 
nent to myself, as your wor.ship sl\all know 
by this hones; old man ; ant!, though I say 
it, though old man, yet poor man, my 
father. 

Bass. One speak for both. What would 
you ? 

Laun. Serve you, sir. 

Gob. That is the very defect of tlic 
matter, sir. 

Bass. I kno\v thee well; thou hast 
obtain’d thy suit. 

Shylock thy master spoke with me this day. 
And hath prcfori'd tlice, if it be preferment 
To leave a rich Jew’s service to become 
The fo?U>wer of so pt^or a gentleman, i.d 
Laun. Tlic old proverb is very well 
parted between my master Shylock and 
you, sir: you have the grace of God, sir, 
and he hath enough. 

Bass. Thou speak’st it well. Go, father, 
with thy son. 

Take leave of thy oUI master, and inquire 
My lodging out. [To a seriant] Give liim a 
livery ip 

More guarded than his fellow's’; see it done. 

Laun. Father, in. I cannot get a service, 
no ! I have ne’er a tongue in my head! 
ILookiug on his palm] Well; if any man i 1 
Italy have a fairer table which doth oiTcr 
to swear upon a book—I shall have good 
fortune. Go to, here’s a simple line of life ; 
litre’s a small trifle of wives ; alas, fifteen 
wives is nothing ; a'lcven widow's and nine 
maids is a simple coming-in for oiic man. 
And then to scape drowning thrice, and to 
be in peril of my life with the edge of a 
feather-bed—here are simple scapes. Well, 
if Fortune be a woman, she’s a good wench 
for this gear. Father, come ; I’ll take rny 
leave of the Jew in the twinkling. 753 

[Exeitnf Launcelot and Old Gobbo. 
Bass. I pray thee, good Leonardo, think 
on this. 

These things being bought and orderly 
bestowed, 155 

Return in haste, for I do feast to-night 
My best esteem’d acquaintance; hi; thee, 
go- 
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Scene 2] 

Leoiu My best endeavours shall be done 
herein. 

Enter Gratiano. 

Gra. Where’s your master ? 

Leon. Yonder, sir, he walks. lExih 
Gra. Signior Bassanio ! lOo 

Bass. Gratiano ! 

Gra. 1 have suit to you. 

Bass. You have obtain’d it. 

Gra. You must not deny me : I must go 
u ith you to Belmont. 

Bass. Why, then you must. But hear 
thee, Gratiano : ><> ) 

riiou art loo wild, too rude, and bold of 
voice— 

Parts that become thee happily enough. 
And in such eyes as ours appear not faults ; 
But where thou art not known, why there 
they show 

Something too liberal. Pray thee, take pain 
To allay with some cold drops of modesty 
riiy skipping spirit; lest through thy wild 
behaviour 

1 be misconst'red in the place I go to 
And lose my hopes. 

Gra. Signior Bassanio, hear me : 

If I do not put on a sober habit, i; 

Talk with respect, and swear but now- and 
then. 

Wear prayer-books in my pocket, look 
demurely, 

>:av more, while grace is saying hv>od mine 
eyes 

fhus with my hat, and sigh, and say amen, 
Use all the observance of civility 
Tike one well studied in a sad ostent 
To please his grandam, never trust me more. 
Bass. Well, we shall .see your bearing. 
Gra. Nay, but 1 bar to-night ; you shall 
not gauge me 
By w'hat \vv do to-night. 

Bass. No, that were pity ; 

1 would entreat you ratlier to put on 
Your boldest suit of mirtli, for we have 
friends 

That purpose merriment. But fare you 
well; 

1 have some business. 

Gra. And 1 must to Lorenzo and the rest; 
But we will visit you at supper-time, ix 

[Hxewni 

SCKNE 111. Venice. Shylock*s house. 
Enter Jessica and Launcelot, 

Jes. 1 am sorry thou wilt leave my fat! cr 
so. 

Our house is hell; and thou, a merry devil, 
IMdst rob it of some taste of tediousness. 
But fare thee well; there is a ducat for 
t hee; 

And, Launcelot, soon at supper shalt thou 
see 5 


Lorenzo, who is thy new master’s guest. 
Give him this letter; do it secretly. 

And so farewell. I would not have my 
father 

See me in talk with thee. 9 

JMun. Adieu ! tears exhibit my tongue. 
Most beautiful pagan, most sweet Jew! If 
a Christian do not play the knave and get 
thee, I am much deceived. But, adieu ! 
these foolish drops do something drown my 
manly spirit; adieu ! m 

Jes. Farewell, good Launcelot. [ExiT 

Alack, what heinous sin is it in me 
To be asham’d to be my father’s child ! 
But though 1 am a daughter to his blood, 
1 am not to his manners. O Lorenzo, ro 
If thou keep promise, 1 shall end this strife, 
Become a Christian and thy loving wife. 

[Exit. 

Scene \\\ Venice. A street. 

Enter Gratiano, Lorenzo, Salerio, and 
SOIAMU. 

Lor. Nay, we will slink away in supper¬ 
time, 

Disguise us at my lodging, and return 
All in an liour. 

Gra. We have not made good preparation. 
Safer. We have not spoke us yet of 
lorch-bcarcns. s 

Solan. ’Tis \ ik*, unless it may be quaintly 
ordered ; 

And better in my mind not undertook. 

Lor. ’Tis now but four o’clock ; we have 
two hours 
To furnish u.s. 

Enter Launcelot, vjUH a letter. 

Friend Launcelot, what’s the news ? 
Laun. An it shall please you to break up 
Ihis, it shall seem to signify. n 

Lor. 1 know the liand ; in faith, ’tis a 
fair hand. 

And whiter than the paper it writ on 
Is the fair hand that writ. 

Gra. I Aive-news, in faith ! 

iMun. By your leave, sir. js 

I^)r. Whither goest thou ? 

Laun. Marry, sir, to bid my old master, 
the Jew, to sup to-night with my new 
master, the Christian. 

Lor. field, here, take this. Tell gentle 
Jessica 

I will not fail her; speak it privately. 20 
Go, gentlemen, |.Exh Launcelot. 

Will you prepare you for this masque to¬ 
night ? 

I am provided of a torch-bearer. 

Saler. Ay, marry, Til be gone about it 
straight. 

Solan. And so will L 
Lor. Meet me and Gratiano aj 

At Gratiano’s lodging some hour hence. 
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Saler. *Tis good we do so. 

[Exeunt Salerio and Solanio. 
Cra. Was not that letter from fair 
Jessica ? 

Lor. I must r.eeds tell thee all. She hath 
diiccted 

How 1 shall take her from her father's 
house; 30 

What gold and jew’els she is furnish’d with ; 
What page’s suit she hath in readiness. 

It e’er the Jew her father come to heaven. 
It will be for his gentle daughter’s sake ; 
And never dare misfortune cross her foot, 
Lnless she do it under this excuse, :a> 
Ihat she is issue to a faithless Jew. 

Come, go with me, peruse this as thou 
gocst; 

Fair Jessica shall be my torch-bearer. 

lExeunt. 

SciZNE V. Venice. Before Shylock*s house. 
Enter Shylock and Launcelot. 

Shy. Well, thou shalt see; thy eyes shall 
be thy judge, 

The diflerence of old Shylock and 
Bassanio — 

What, Jessica!—Thou shalt not gormandize 
As tiiou he? St done with me—What, 
Jessica!— 

And sleep and more, and rend apparel out— 
Why, Jessica, 1 say ! 

Laun, Why, Jessica! 

Shy, Who bfds thee call ? 1 do not bid 
thee call. 

Laun, Your worship was wont to tell me 
I could do nothing without bidding. 

Enter Jessica. 

Jes, Call you ? What is your will ? to 
Shy. I am bid forth to supper, Jessica: 
There arc my keys. But wheretorc should 
I go ? 

I am not bid for love ; they flatter me ; 
But yet I’ll go in hate, to feed upon 
The prodigal Christian. Jessica, my girl, i'. 
100k to my house. I am right loath to go ; 
Ihere is some ill a-brewing towards my 
rest, 

For 1 did dream of money-bags to-night. 

Laun. I beseech you, sir, go; my young 
master doth expect your reproach. 

Shy. So do I his. 

Laun. And they have conspired together; 
1 will not say you shall see a masque, but 
if you do, then it was not for nothing that 
my nose fell a-bleeding on Black Monday 
last at six o’clock i’ th’ morning, falling 
out that year on Ash Wednesday was four 
year, in th’ afternoon. £ ■ 

Shy. What, are there masques ? Hear 
you me, Jessica: 

Lock up my doors, and when you hear the 
drum, 
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And the vile squealing of the wry-neck’d 
fife, 

Clamber not you up to the casements then, 
Kor thrust your head into the public street 
To gaze on Christian fools with varnish’d 
faces; 

But stop ray house’s cars—I mean my 
casements; 33 

Let not the sound of shallow fopp’ry enter 
My sober house. By Jacob’s stalf, I swear 
1 have no mind of feasting forth to-night; 
But 1 will go. Go you before me, sirrah ; 
Say I will come. 

Laun. I will go before, sir. Mistress, 
look out at window for ail this. 40 

Ihere will come a Christian by 
Will be worth a Jewess' eye. (Exit. 

Shy. What says that fool of Hagar’s 
oflspring, ha ? 

Jes. Ilis words were ‘ Farewell, mistress’; 
nothing else. 

Shy. The patch is kind enough, but a 
huge feeder, 45 

Snail-slow in profit, and he sleeps by day 
More than the wild cat; drones hive not 
with me, 

ITierefore I part with him ; and part with 
him 

To one that I would have him help to w^aste 
His borrowed purse. Well, Jessica, go in; 
Ferhaps I will return immediately. •it 
Do as 1 bid you, shut doors after you. 

I'ast bind, fast find— 

A proverb never stale in thrifty mind. 

[Exit. 

Jes. Farewell; and if my fortune be not 
crost, 53 

I have a father, you a daughter, lost. [Exil. 

Scene VI. Venice. Before Shylock*s 
house. 

Enter the maskers, Grattano and Salerio. 

Gra. This is the pent-house under which 
Lorenzo 

Desired us to make stand. 

Safer. His hour is almost past. 

Gra. And it is marvel he out-dwells his 
hour. 

For lovers ever run before the clock. 

Saler. O, ten times faster Venus’ pigeons 
fly 5 

To seal love s bonds new made than they 
arc w'ont 

To keep obliged faith unforfeited 1 

Gra. That ever holds; who riseth from 
a feast s 

With that keen appetite that he sits down ? 
Where is the horse that doth untread again 
His tedious measures with the unbated fire 
That he did pace them first? All things 
that are 

Arc with more spirit chased than enjoy’d. 
How like a younker or a prodigal 14 
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llie scarfed bark puts from her native bay, 
Hugg’d and embraced by the strumpet 
wind ; 

How like the prodigal doth she return. 
With over-weather’d ribs and ragged sails, 
Lean, rent, and beggar'd by the strumpet 
wind! 

Enter Lorenzo* 

Saler, Here comes Lorenzo; more ol 
this hereafter. 

Lor. Sweet friends, your patience for my 
long abode ! 

Not I, but my affairs, have made you wait. 
When you shall please to play the thieves 
for wives. 

ril watch as long for you then. Approach : 
Here dwells my father Jew. Hoi who's 
within ? 

Enter Jessica, above» in hoy's clothes. 

Jes. Who are you ? Tell me, for more 
certainty. 

Albeit ril swear that I do know your 
tongue. 

Lor. Lorenzo, and thy love. 

Jes. Lorenzo, certain; and my love 
indeed; 

For who love I so much ? And now who 
knows 31' 

But you, Lorenzo, whether 1 am yours ? 

Lor. Heaven and thy thoughts are witness 
that thou art. 

Jes. Here, catch this casket; it is worth 
the pains. 

I am glad 'tis night, you do not look on me. 
For I am much asham’d of my exchange; 
But love is blind, and lovers cannot see 
The pretty follies that themselves Cv^mmit, 
For, if they could, Cupid h mscU would 
blush 

To see me thus transformed to a boy. 

Lor. Descend, for you must be my torch- 
bearer. 4» 

Jes. What! must I hold a candle to my 
shames ? 

They in themselves, good soolh, are too 
too light. 

Why, 'tis an office of discovery, love, 

And I should be obscur'd. 

Lor. So are you, sweet, 

Even in the lovely garnish of a boy. Ab 
But come at once. 

For the close night doth play the runaway, 
And we are stay'd for at Bassanio's feast. 

Jes. 1 will make fast the doors, and gild 
myself 4’^ 

With some moe ducats, ajid be with you 
straight. [Exit above. 

Gra. Now, by my hood, a gentle, and no 
Jew. 

Lor. Beshrew me, but I love her heartily, 
For she is wise, if 1 can judge of her. 

And fair she is, if that mine eyes be true. 


And true she is, as she hath prov’d herself; 
And therefore, like herself, wise, fair, and 
true, 56 

Shall she be placed in my constant soul. 

Enter Jessica, below. 

What, art thou come ? On, gentlemen, 
aw'ay ; 

Our masquing mates by this time for us 
stay, (fjxd with Jessica and Sakrio. 

Enter Antonio. 

Anf. Who’s there ? 60 

Gra. Signior Antonio ? 

Anl. Fie, fie, Gratiano, wTicre are all the 
rest ! 

'Tis nine o’clock ; our friends all stay for 
you ; 

No masque to-night; the wind is come 
about: 

Bassanio pro^eatly will go aboard ; 65 

I have sent twenty out to seek for you. 

Gra. I arn glad on't; I desire no more 
delight 

Than to be under sail and gone to-niglit. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VIL Belmont. Portia's house. 

Flourish of Cornets. Enter Portia, with the 

Prince of Morocco, and thzir trains. 

Par. Go draw aside the curtains and 
discover 

The several caskets to this noble Prince. 
Now make your choice. 

Mor. The iirst. of gold, who this inscrip¬ 
tion bears : 

‘Who chooseth me shall gain what many 
men desire *. 5 

The second, silver, which this promise 
carries : 

‘Who chooseth me shall get as much as he 
deserves 

This third, dull lead, with w’anihig all as 
blunt; 

‘Who chooseth me must give and hazard 
ah he hath 9 

How shall 1 know if 1 do choose the right ? 

Por. The one of them contains ray 
picture, Prince: 

If you choose that, tlien I am yours withal. 

Mor. Some god direct my judgment! 
Let me see; 

I will survey th’ inscriptions back again. 
What says this leaden casket ? 15 

‘Who chooseth me must give and hazard 
all he hath.' 

Must give—for w'hat ? For lead ? Hazard 
for lead! 

This casket threatens ; men that hazard all 
Do it in hope of fair advantages. 19 

A golden mind stoops not to shows of dross; 
ru then nor give nor hazard aught for lead. 
What says the silver with her virgin hue ? 
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*\Vho chooseth me shall get as much as he 
deserves.’ 

As much as he deserves ! Pause there, 
Morocco, 

And weigh thy value with an even liand. 

If thou hcest rated by thy estimation, 
Thou dost deserve cnougii, and yet enough 
May not extend so far as to the lady ; 

And yet to be afeard of iny deserving 
Were but a \veak disal)ling of myself. 

As much as I deserx e ? Why, that’s the 
lady I 

I do in birth deserve her, and in fortunes; 
In graces, and in qualities of breeding ; 
But more than these, in love I do deserve. 
What if 1 stray’d no farther, but chose 
here ? 3*- 

Ict's see once more this saying grav’d in 
gold; 

‘Who chooseth me sliall gain what many 
men desire ’. 

Why, tJiat’s the lady! All the world 
desires her ; 

From the four corners of the earth they 
come 

To kiss this shrine, this mortal-breathing 
saint. I' 

'I he Hyrcanian deserts and the x asty wilds 
Of wide Arabia are as tiiroughfares now 
For princes to come view fair Portia. 

The watery kingdom, wliose ambitious head 
Spits in the lacc of heaven, is no bar i.) 
'lo stop the foreign spirits, but they come 
As o’er a Iirook to see fair Portia. 

One of these three contains her heavenly 
picture. 

Is’t like that lead contains her ? ’Twerc 
damnation 

To think so base a Uiought; it were too 
gross 50 

To rib her cerecloth in the obscure grave. 
Or shall I think in silver she’s immur’d. 
Being ten times undervalued to tried gold ? 
O sinful thought 1 Never so rich a gem 
Was set in worse than gold. They have in 
England 5^ 

A coin that bears the figure of an angel 
Stamp’d in gold; but tliat's insculp’d 
upon. 

But hero an angel in a golden bed 
Lies all within. Deliver me the key ; 

Here do I choose, and thrive 1 as I may ! r»o 

Par, Tlierc, lake it, Prince, and if my 
lorm lie there. 

Then I am yours. 

[He opens the ge/den casket. 

Mor. O h.cll! what have wc here ? 

A carrion Death, within whose empty eye 
There is a written scroll I I’ll read the 
writing. 

‘ All that glisters is not gold, 

Often have you heard that told ; 

Many a man his life hath sold 
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But my outside to behold. 

Gilded tombs do worms infold* 

Had you been as wise as bold, tc 

Young in limbs, in judgment old. 

Your answer had not been inscroll’d. 
Fare you well, your suit is cold,’ 

Cold indeed, and labour lost, 7^ 

Then farewell, heat, and welcome, frost, 
Portia, adieu! I have too griev’d a heart 
To take a tedious leave ; thus losers part. 
[Exd with his train. Flourish of cornels. 

Portia. A gentle riddance. Draw the 
curtains, go. 

Let all of his complexion choose me so. 

[Exeunt 

SciiNE VIII. Venice. A street. 

Enter SALiiRio ami Solanio. 

Saler. Why, man, 1 saw Bassanio under 
sail : 

With him is Gratiano gone along ; 

And in their ship 1 am sure Lorenzo is not. 

Solan. The \illain Jew with outcries 
rais'd the Duke, 

Who w'cnt with him to search Bassanio’s 
ship. 5 

Saler. He came too late, the ship was 
under sail; 

Rut there the Duke was given to under¬ 
stand 

That in a gondola were seen together 
Lorenzo and his amorous Jessica ; 

Besules, Antonio certified the Duke 
They were not with Bassanio in his ship. 

Solan. I never heard a passion so con¬ 
fus’d, 

So strange, outrageous, and so variable. 

As the dog Jew did utter in the streets. 

‘ My daughter ! O my ducats ! O my 
daughter! 15 

Fled with a Christian ! O rny Christian 
ducats ! 

Justice! the law! Mv ducats and my 
daughter! 

A sealed bag, two sealed bags of ducats, 

Of double ducats, stol’n from me by my 
daughter! 

And jewels—two stones, two rich and 
precious stones, 20 

Stol’n by my daughter ! Justice! Find the 
girl; 

She hath the stones upon her and the 
ducats.’ 

Saler. Why all the boys in Venice follow 
him, 

Crying, his stones, his daughter, and his 
ducats. 

Solan. Let good Antonio look he keep 
his day, 25 

Or he shall pay for this, 

Saler. Marry, well rememb’red ; 

1 reason’d with a Frenchman yesterday, 
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Who told me, in the narrow seas that part 
The French and English, there miscarried 
A vessel of our country richly fraught. 

I thought upon Antonio when he told 
me, 

And wish'd in silence that it were not his. 
Solan. You were best to tell Antonio 
what you hear; 

Yet do not suddenly, for it may grieve him. 
Saler. A kinder gentleman treads not the 
earth. 3' 

I saw Rassanio and Antonio part. 

Bassanio told him he would make some 
speed 

Of his return. He answeied Do not so ; 
Siubl)er not business for my sake, Bassanio, 
But stay the very riping of the time ; 

And for the Jew's bond which he hath of 
me, 

Let it not enter in your mind of love; 

Be merry, and employ your chiefest 
thoughts 

7b courtship, and such fair ostents of love 
As shall con\ cniently become you there r 
And even there, his eye being big with tears, 
l urning his face, he put his hand behind 
him, 

And with affection wondrous sensible 
He wrung Bassanio’s hand ; and so they 
parted. 

Solan. I think he only loves the world foi 
him. 

I pray thee, lot us go and find him out, 
Ard quicLeri his embraced heaviness 
With some delight or other. 

Saler. Do we so. lExeioif. 

ScHNi: IX. Belmont. Portia's house. 
Enter Nurissa, and a Servitor. 

Ner. Quick, quick, I pray thee, draw the 
curtain straight; 

7’hc Prince of Arragon hath ta’en his oath. 
And comes to his election presently. 

Flourish of Cornels. Enter the Princk or 
Arracon, Portia, and their Trains. 

Por. Behold, there stand the caskets, 
noble Prince. 

If you choose that wherein 1 am contain’d, 
Straight shall our nuptial rites be 
solemniz'd; < 

But if you fail, without more speech, my 
lord, 

You must be gone from hence immediately. 
Ar. I am enjoin'd by oath to observe 
three things : 

First, never to unfold to any one lo 

Which casket 'twas I chose ; next, if 1 fail 
Of the right casket, never in my life 
7b woo a maid in way of marriage; 

Lastly, 

If 1 do fail in fortune of my choice, 15 
Immediately to leave you and be gone. 


Por. To these injunctions every one doth 
swear 

That comes to hazard for my worthless self. 

Ar. And so have I address'd me. For¬ 
tune now 

To my heart's hope ! Gold, sih er, and base 
lead. .’o 

‘Who chooseth me must give and hazard 
all he hath.' 

You shall look frJrcr ere I give or hazard. 
What says the golden chest ? Ha ! let me 
see : 

‘Who chooseth me shall gain what many 
men desire ’. 

What many men desire—that ‘ many ’ may 
be meant 2-^ 

By the fool multitude, that choose by 
show, 

Not learning more than the fond eye doth 
teach; 

Which pries not to th’ interior, but, like 
the martlet, 

Builds in the weather on the outward wall. 
F\'en in the force and roatl of casualty. 3‘> 
1 will not choose what many men desire. 
Because 1 will not jump with common 
spirits 

And rank me with the barbarous multi¬ 
tudes. 

Why, then to thee, thou silver treasure- 
house I 

fell me otjcc more wfiat title thou dost 
bear. 35 

‘Who chooseth me shall get as much as he 
deserves.' 

And well said too; for who shall go about 
7b cozen fortune, and be honourable 
Witheut the stamp of merit ? Let none 
presume 

To wear an undeserved dignity. 40 

O that estates, degrees, and offices, 

Were not deriv’d corruptly, and that clear 
honour 

Were purchas’d by the merit of the wearer ! 
How many llicn should cover that stand 
bare! 

How many be commanded that command ! 
How much Icw' peasantry would tlicn be 
gleaned 

From the true seed of honour I and how 
much honour 

Pick'd from the chad and ruin of the times, 
To he new varnish’d ! Well, but to my 
choice. 

‘Who chooseth me shall get as much as lie 
deserves.’ 5<> 

I will assume desert. Give me a key for 
this. 

And instantly unlock my fortunes here. 

I He opens the silver casket. 

Por. [Aside] Too long a pause for that 
which you find there. 

Ar. What’s here ? The portrait of a 
blinking idiot 
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Presenting me a schedule ! I will read it. 55 
How much unlike art thou to Portia! 
How much unlike my hopes and my 
deservings! 

‘ Who choose!h me shall have as much as 
he deserves.’ 

Did I deserve no more than a fool’s head ? 
Is that my prize ? Are my deserts no 
better ? 

Por. To offend and judge are distinct 
offices 

And of opposed natures. 

Ar. What is here ? (Reads 

‘ The fire seven times tried this; 

Se\cn times tried that judgment is 
That did never choose amiss. 05, 

Seme there be that shadows kiss, 

Si ch have but a shadow’s bliss. 

Tl.erc be fools alive iwis 
Silver’d o'er, and so was this. 

Take what wife you will to bed, 

1 will ever he your head. 

So be gone ; you are sped.’ 

Still more fool I shall appear 
By the time I linger here. 

With one fool’s head I came to woo, 75 
But I go away with two. 

Sveet, adieu ! Til keep my oath, 
Patiently to bear my wroth. 

lExil with his Train. 
Por* Thus hath the candle sing’d the 
moth. 

O, these deliberate fools! When they do 
choose, s. 

They have the wisdom by their wit to lose. 

Ncr. The ancient saying is no heresy: 
Hanging and wiving goes by destiny. 

Por. Come, draw the curtain, Ncrissa. 

Enter a Servant. 

Serv* Where is my lady ? 

Per, Here ; what would my lord ? 
Serv. Madam, there is alighted at your 
gate 

A young Venetian, one that comes before 
To signify th’ approaching of his lord, 

Frcm whom he bringeth sensible regrccts; 
To wit, besides commends and courteous 
breath, 00 

Gifts of rich value. Yet I have not seen 
So likely an ambassador of love. 

A day in April never came so sweet 
To show how costly summer was at hand 
As this forc-spurrer comes before his lord. 
Por. No more, I pray thee; 1 am half 
afeard 96 

Thou wilt say anon he is some kin to thee. 
Thou spend’st such high-day wit in praising, 
him. I 

Come, come, Nerissa, for I long to see 901 
Quick Cupid’s post that comes so mannerly, i 
Ncr. Bassanio, Lord Love, if thy will it; 
be ! [Exeunt, i 


ACT THREE 
Scene I. Venice, A street. 

Enter Solanio and Salerio. 

Solan. Now, what news on the Rialto ? 
Saler. Why, yet it lives there uncheck’d 
that Antonio hath a ship of rich lading 
wreck’d on the narrow seas ; the Goodwins 
I think they call the place, a very dahgeious 
flat and fatal, where the carcases of many 
a tall ship lie buried, as they say, if my 
gossip Report be an honest woman of her 
w'ord. 7 

Solan. I would she were as lying a gossip 
in that as ever knapp'd ginger or made her 
neighbours believe she wept for the death 
of a third husband. But it is true, witiiout 
any slips of prolixity or crossing the plain 
highway of talk, that the good Antonio, 

the honest Antonio-O that 1 had a 

title good enough to keep his name com¬ 
pany !— I, 

Saler. Come, the full stop. 

Solan. Ha ! What sayest thou ? Why, 
the end is. he hath lost a ship. 

Saler. 1 would it might prove the end of 
his losses. 77 

Solan. Let me say aipcn betimes, lest the 
devil cross my prayer, for here he comes in 
the likeness of a Jew. 

Enter Shylock. 

How now, Shylock ? What news among 
the merchants ? 

Shy. You knew, none so well, none so 
well as you, of my daughter's fl'ght. 

Saler. That’s certain ; I, for my part, 
knew the tailor that made the wings she 
flew withal. 

Solan. And Shylock, for his own part, 
knew the bird was fliJge; and then it is 
the complexion of them all to leave the 
dam. 27 

Shy. She is damn’d for it. 

Saler. That’s certain, if the devil may be 
her judge. 

Shy. My own flesh and blood to rebel! 30 
Solan. Out upon it, old carrion! Rebels 
it at these years ? 

Shy. I say my daughter is my flesh and 
my blood. 32 

Saler. lliere is more difference between 
thy flesh and hers than between jet and 
ivory; more between your b!oods than 
there is between red wine and Rlienish. But 
tell us, do you hear whether Antonio have 
had any loss at sea or no ? 36 

Shy. There I have another bad match: a 
bankrupt, a prodigal, who dare scarce show 
his head on the Rialto ; a beggar, that was 
us’d to come so smug upon the mart. Let 
him look to his bond. He was wont to call 
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me usurer; let him look to his bond. He 
was wont to lend money for a Christian 
courtesy ; let him look to his bond. 4 

Saler. Why. I am sure, if he forfeit, thoi 
wilt not take his flesh. What's that good 
for ? 

Shy. To bait fish withal. If it will feed 
nothing else it will feed my revenge. He 
hath disgrac'd me and hind'rcd me half a 
million ; laugh’d at my losses, mock’d at 
my gains, scorned my nation, thwarted my 
bargains, cooled my friends, heated mine 
enemies. And what’s his reason ? I am a 
Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes ? Hath not a 
Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, 
affections, passions, fed with the same food, 
hurt with the same weapons, subject to the 
same diseases, healed by the same means, 
warmed and cooled by the same winter and 
summer, as a Christian is ? If you prick 
us, do we not bleed ? If you tickle us, do 
we not laugh ? If you poison us, do we not 
die ? And if you w'rong us, shall wc not 
revenge ? If we are like you in the rest, 
we will resemble you in that. If a Jew 
wrong a Christian, what is his humility ? 
Hevengc. If a Christian wrong a Jew. what 
should his sufferance be by Christian ex¬ 
ample ? Why, revenge. The villainy you 
teach me I will execute ; and :t shall go 
hard but I will better the instruction. 

Enkr a Man from Antenio. 

Man. Gentlemen, my master Antonio is 
at his house, and desires to speak with you 
both. 

Saler. We have been up and down to 
seek him. 65 

Enter Tubal. 

Solan. Here comes another of the tribe ; 
a third cannot be match’d, unless the devil 
himself turn Jew. f>7 

[Exeunt Solan io, Saler to, and Man. 

Shy. How now, Tubal, what news from 
Genoa ? Hast thou found my daughter ? 

Tub. I often came where I did hear of 
her, but cannot find her. ?t 

Shy. Why there, there, there, there! A 
diamond gone, cost me two thousand ducats 
in Frankfort! The curse never fell upon 
our nation till now ; I never felt it till now. 
Two thousand ducats in that, and other 
precious, precious jewels. I would my 
daughter were dead at my foot, and the 
jewels in her ear; would she were hears’d 
at my foot, and the ducats in her coffin! 
No news of them ? Why, so—and I know 
not what’s spent in the search. Why, thou— 
loss upon loss I The thief gone with so 
much, and so much to find the thief; and 
no satisfaction, no revenge; nor no ill luck 
stirring but what lights o* my shoulders; 


no sighs but o’ my breathing ; no tears but 
o’ my shedding! 

Tub. Yes, other men have ill luck too ; 
Antonio, as I heard in Genoa— «5 

Shy. What, what, what ? Ill luck, ill 
luck ? 

Tub. Hath an argosy cast away coming 
from Tripolis. 

Shy. 1 thank God, 1 thank God. Is it 
true, is it true ? 

Tub. I spoke with some of the sailors that 
escaped the wreck, 90 

Shy. 1 thank thee, good Tubal. Good 
news, good news—ha, ha !—heard in 
Genoa. 

Tub. Your daughter spent in Genoa, as I 
heard, one night, fourscore ducats. 94 
Shy. Thou stick’st a dagger in me —1 
shall never see my gold again. Fourscore 
ducats at a sitting I Fourscore ducats I 97 
Tub. There came divers of Antonio’s 
creditors in my company to Venice that 
swear he cannot choose but break. 

Shy. 1 am very glad of it; I’ll plague 
him, I’ll torture him; I am glad of 

it. loi 

Tub. One of them showed me a ring that 
he had of your daughter for a monkey. 

Shy. Out upon her I Thou torturest me, 
Tubal. It was my turquoise ; I had it of 
i.eah when I was a bachelor: 1 would not 
have given it for a wilderness of monkeys. 
Tub. But Antonio is certainly undone. 
Shy. Nay, that's true ; that’s very true. 
Go, Tubal, fee me an officer ; bespeak him 
a fortnight before. I will hav^c the heart of 
him if he forfeit; for, were he out of 
Venice, I can make what merchandise I 
will. Go, Tubal, and meet me at our 
synagogue; go, good Tubal; at our 
synagogue, Tubal, fExeunt. 

ScHNE II. Belmont. Portia*s house. 

Enter Bassanio, Portia, Gratiano, 
Nerissa, and all their Trains. 

For. I pray you tarry ; pause a day or 
two 

Before you hazard ; for, in choosing wrong, 
lose your company ; therefore forbear a 
awhile. 

There’s something tells me—but it is not 
love— 

would not lose you; and you know 
yourself 5 

late counsels not in such a quality. 

But lest you should not understand me 
well— 

And yet a maiden hath no tongue but 
thought— 

would detain you here some month or 
two 

Before you venture for me, I could teach 
you IO 
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How to choose right, but then 1 am 
forsworn ; 

So will I never be; so may you miss me; 
But if you do, you’ll make rne wish a sin, 
1 hat 1 had been forsworn. Beshrew your 
eyes ! 

They have o’crlcok’d me and divided me; 
One half of me is yours, the otiier half 
yours— 

Mine own, I would say ; but if mine, then 
yours. 

And so all yours. O ! these naughty times 
Puts bars between the owners and their 
rights ; 

And so, though yours, not yours. Prove 
it so, -o 

Let fortune go to hell for it, not I. 

I speak too long, but ’tis to pcize the time, 
To ckc it, and to draw it out in length. 

To stay you from election. 

Bass. Let me choose ; 

For as I am 1 live upon the rack. s 

Por, Upon the rack, Bassanio ? Tb.cn 
confess 

What treason there is mingled with your 
love. 

Bass. None but that ugly trcasvm of 
mistrust, 

Which makes me fear th’ enjoying of my 
love ; 

There may as well be amity and life 3^' 
’Tween snow and tire as treason and my 
love. 

Por. Ay, but I fear you speak upon the 
rack, 

Where men enforced do speak anything. 

Bass. Promise me life, and I'll confess the 
truth. 

Por. Well then, confess and live. 

Bass. ‘ Confess ’ and ‘ love * 35 

Had been the very sum of my confession. 
O happy torment, when my torivirer 
Doth teach me answers for deliverance I 
But let me to iny fortune and the caskets. 

Por. Away, then ; 1 am lock’d in one of 
them. 40 

If you do love me, you will find me out. 
Nerissa and the rest, stand all aloof; 

Let music sound while he doth make his 
choice; 

Then, if he lose, he makes a swan-like end. 
Fading in music. That the comparison 
May stand more proper, my eye shall be 
the stream 4'* 

And wat’iy death-bed for him. He may 
win; 

And what is music then ? Then music is 
Even as the flourish when true subjects 
bow 

To a new-crowned monarch ; such it is ! 
As are those dulcet sounds in break of day 
That creep into the dreaming bridegroom’s I 
ear j 

And summon him to marriage. Now he goes, i 
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[Act 3 

With no less presence, but with much more 
love. 

Than young Alcidcs when he did redeem 55 
The virgin tribute paid by howling Troy 
To the sea-monster. 1 stand for sacrifice; 
The rest aloof are the Dardanian wives. 
With bleared visages come forth to view 
The issue of th' exploit. Go, Hercules ! 00 
Live tho.i, 1 live. With much much more 
dismay 

I view the light than thou that mak’st tlie 
fray. 

A Song, the whilst Bassanio commenis on the 
caskets to himself. 

Tell me where is fancy bred. 

Or in the heart or in the head, 

How begot, how nourished ? 65 

Reply, reply. 

It is engcnd’red in the eyes. 

With gazing fed ; and fancy dies 
Ill the cradle where it lies. 

Let us all ring fancy's knell; 7<: 

I'll begin it—Ding, dong, bell. 

AIL Ding, dong, hell. 

Bass. So may the outward shows be least 
themselves ; 

The world i.s still deceiv’d with ornament. 
In law, what plea so tainted and corrupt 7s 
But, being season’d with a gracious voice, 
Obscures the show of evil ? In religion, 
What damned error but some sober brow 
Will bless it, and approve it with a text, 
Hiding the grossness with fair ornament? 
There is no vice so simple but assumes 81 
Some mark of virtue on his outward parts. 
How many cowards, whose hearts arc all 
as false 

As stairs of sand, wear yet upon their chins 
The beards of Hercules and frowning Mars ; 
Who, inward search’d, have livers nhite as 
milk! 

And these assume but va’our's excrement 
To render them redoubted. Look on beauty 
And you sliall see 'tis purciias’d by the 
weight, 

Which therein works a miracle in nature, x, 
Making them lightest that wear most of it; 
So are those crisped snaky golden locks 
vVhich make such wanton gambols with the 
wind 

Upon supposed fairness often known 
To be the dowry of a second head— 95 

The skull that bred them in the sepulchre. 
Thus ornament is but the giiilcd shore 
To a most dangerous sea; the beauteous 
scarf 

Veiling an Indian beauty ; in a word. 

The seeming truth which cunning times 
put on TOO 

To entrap the wisest. Therefore, thou 
gaudy gold, 

lard food for Midas, 1 will none of thee; 
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Scene 2] 

Nor none of thee, thou pale and common 
drudge 

’Tween man and man; but thou, thou 
meagre lead, 

Which rather threaten’st than dost promise 
aught, 

Thy plainness moves me more than elo¬ 
quence. 

And here choose I. Joy be the consequence 1 

Par. I Aside] How all the other passions 
fleet to air, 

As doubtful thoughts, and rash-cmbrac’d 
despair. 

And shudd ring fear, and grecn-ey’d 
jealousy ! i u- 

C) love, be moderate, allay thy ecstasy. 

In measure rain thy joy, scant this excess ; 
1 feel too much thy blessing. Make it less, 
F or fear 1 surfeit. 

Bass, [Opening the leaden caskelj What 
find 1 here ? ju 

i'air Portia's counterfeit! What demi-god 
Hath come so near creation ? Move the.se 
eyes ? 

Of whether riding on the balls of mine 
J^eem they in motion ? Here are sever’d 
lips, 

Parted with sugar breath ; so sweet a bar 
Should sunder such sweet friends. Here in 
her hairs 

The painter plays the spider, and hath 
woven 

A golden mesh t’ entrap tlie hearts of men 
Faster than gnats in cobwebs. But her 
eyes— 

How could he see to do them ? Having 
made one, 

Methinks it should have power to steal 
both his, 

And leave itself unfiirni.sh’d. Yet look how 
far 

The substance of my praise doth wrong this 
shadow 

In underprizing it, so far this shadow 
Doth limp behind the substance. Here’s 
the .scroll, 1- 9 

The continent and summary of my fortune, 

‘ You that choose not by the view. 
Chance as fair and choose as true! 
Since this fortune falls to you, 

Be content and seek no new. 

If you be well pleas’d with this, 135 
And hold your fortune for your bliss. 
Turn you where your lady is 
And claim her with a loving kiss.’ 

A gentle scroll. Fair lady, by your leave ;! 
I come by note, to give and to receive, j^o 
L ike one of two contending in a prize, 

That thinks he hath done well in people's 
eyes, 

Hearing applause and universal shout. 
Giddy in spirit, still gazing in a doubt mi 
W hether those peals of praise be his or no; 


So, thrice-fair lady, stand 1 even so, 

As doubtful whether what 1 see be true. 
Until confirm’d, sign'd, ratified by you. 
Por. You see me, Lord Bassanio, where 1 
stand, 

Such as I am. Though for myself alone 15» 
I would not be ambitious in my wish 
To wish myself much better, yet for you 
1 would be trebled twenty times myself, 

A thousand times more fair, ten thousand 
times more rich, 

That only to stand high in your account 
1 might in virtues, beauties, livings, friends, 
Exceed account. But tlie full sum of me 
Is sum of something which, to term in gross. 
Is an unlesson’d girl, iinschoord, un- 
practis’d ; lOo 

Happy in this, she is not yet so old 
But she may learn ; happier than this, 

She is not bred so dull but she can learn ; 
Happiest of all is that her gentle spirit 
Commits itself to yours to be directed, 

As from her lord, lici governor, her king. 
Myself and wheit is mine to you and yours 
Is now converted. But now 1 was the lord 
Of this fair mansion, master of my servants, 
Queen o’er myself; and even now, but now, 
Ihis house, these servants, and this same 
myself, 

Are yours—my lord’s. I give them with 
this ring, 

Which when you part from, lose, or give 
away, 

Let it presage the ruin of your love, 

And be iny vantage to exclaim on you. 173 
Bass. Madam, you have bereft me of all 
words ; 

Only my blood speaks to you in my veins ; 
And there is such confusion in my powers 
As, after some oration fairly spoke 
By a beloved prince, there doth appear jSo 
A mong the buzzing pleased multitude. 
Where every something, being blent to¬ 
gether. 

Turns to a wild of nothing, save of joy 
Express’d and not express’d. But when 
this ling 

Parts from this linger, then parts life 
from hence; i«5 

O, then be bold to say Bassariio’s dead ! 

Ncr. My lord and lady, it is now our time 
That have stood by and seen our wishes 
prosper 

To cry ‘ Good joy ’. Good joy, my lord and 
lady ! 

Gra. My Lord Bassanio, and my gentle 
lady» 19^ 

I wish yoij all the joy that you can wish, 
For I am sure you can wish none from me ; 
And, when your honours mean to solemnize 
The bargain of your faith, I do beseech you 
Even at that time I may be mar.ied too. 
Bass. With all my heart, so thou canst 
get a wife. 196 
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Gra. I thank your lordship you have 
got me one. 

My eyes, my lord, can look as swift as 
yours: 

You saw the mistress, I beheld the maid; 
You lov'd, I lov’d ; for intermission :^oo 
No more pertains to me, my lord, than 
you. 

Your fortune stood upon the caskets there, 
And so did mine loo, as the matter falls * 
For wooing here until 1 sweat again, 

And swearing till my very roof was dry .‘o? 
With oaths of love, at last—ii promise 
last— 

I got a promise of this fair one here 
To have her love, provided that your 
fortune 

Achiev’d her mistress. 

For. Is this true, Nerissa ? 

Ner. Madam, it is, so you stand pleas’d 
withal. 

Bass. And do you, Gratiano, mean good 
faith ? 

Gra. Yes, faith, my lord. 

Bass. Our feast shall be much honoured 
in your marriage. 

Gra. WeTl play with them : the first boy 
for a thousand ducats. -i* 

Ner. What, and stake down ? 

Grrt. No ; we shall ne’er win at that 
sport, and stake down— 

But who comes here ? Lorenzo and his 
infidel ? 2 u 

What, and my old Venetian friend, SaJerio ! 

Enter Lorknzo, Jessica, and vSalerio, 
a messenger from Venice. 

Bass. Lorenzo and Salerio, welcome 
hither. 

If that the youth of my new int’rest here 
Have power to bid you welcome. By your 
leave, 

I bid my very friends and countrymen, 223 
Sweet Portia, welcome. 

For. So do 1 , my lord ; 

They are entirely welcome. 

Lor. 1 thank your honour. For my part, 
my lord, 

My purpose was not to have seen you here ; 
But meeting with Salerio by the w'ay, 230 
He did entreat me, past all saying nay. 

To come with him along. 

Saler. I did, my lord. 

And I have reason for it. Signior Antonio 
Commends him to you. 

I Gives Bassanio a letter. 

Bass. Ere I ope his letter, 

1 pray you tell me how my good friend 
doth. 235 

Saler. Not sick, my lord, unless it be in 
mind; 

Nor w^ell, unless in mind ; his letter there 
Will show you his estate. 

[Bassanio opens the letter. 


[Act 3 

Gra. Nerissa, cheer yond stranger; bid 
her w'ekonie. 

Your hand, Salerio. What's the news from 
Venice ? 240 

How doth that royal merchant, good 

Antonio ? 

I know he will be glad of our success : 

We are the Jasons, we have won the fleece. 
Saler. 1 \ ould you had won the fleece 
that hz hath lost. 

For. There are some shrewd contents in 
yond same paper 2^15 

That steals the colour from Bassanio’s 

cheek : 

Some dear friend dead, else nothing in the 
world 

Could turn so much the constitution 
Of any constant man. What, worse and 
worse! 2.1) 

With leave, Bassanio : I am half yourself. 
And I must freely have the hrdf of anything 
That this same paper brings you. 

Bass. O sweet Portia, 

Here arc a few of the unpleasant'st words 
That ever blotted paper ! Gentle lady. 
When I did first impart my love to you, 255 
I freely told you all the wealth I had 
Ran in my veins —1 was a gentlemiin ; 

And then I told you true. And yet, dear 
lady. 

Rating myself at nothing, you shall see 
How much 1 was a braggart. When I told 
you 2<>(f 

My state was nothing, 1 should then have 
told you 

That I was worse than nothing ; for indeed 
I have engag’d myself to a dear friend, 
Engag’d my friend to his mere enemy. 

To feed my means. Here is a letter, lady. 
The p iper as the body of my friend, 266 
And every word in it a gaping wound 
Issuing life-blood. But is it true, Salerio ? 
Hath all his ventures fail’d ? What, not one 
hit ? 

From Tripolis, from Mexico, and England. 
From Lisbon, Barhary, and India, 271 
And not one vessel scape the dreadful touch 
Of merchant-marring rocks ? 

Saler. Not one, my lord. 

Besides, it should appear that, if he had 
The present money to discharge the Jew, 
He would not take it. Never did I know 276 
A creature that did bear the shape of man 
So k n and gre dy to confound a man. 

He plies the Duke at morning and at night, 
And doth impeach the freedom of the state. 
If they deny him justice. Twenty mer¬ 
chants, 281 

The Duke himself, and the magnificoes 
Of greatest port, have all persuaded with 
him; 

But none can drive him from the envious 
plea 

Of forfeiture, of justice, and his bond. 385 
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Jes, When I was with him, 1 have heard 
him swear 

To Tubal and to Chus, his countrymen, 
That he would rather have Antonio’s flesh 
Than twenty times the value of the sum 
That he did owe him; and 1 know, my 
lord, 

If law, authority, and power, deny not. 

It will go hard with poor Antonio. 

For. Is it your dear friend that is thus 
in trouble ? 

Bass. The dearest friend to me, the 
kindest man, 2.»i 

The best condition'd and unwearied spirit 
In doing courtesies ; and one in whom 
'1 i.e ancient Roman honour more appears 
Than any that draws breath in Italy. 

For. What sum owes he the Jew ? 

Bass. For me, three thousand ducats. 
For. W hat ! no more ? 

Pay him six thousand, and deface the i ond ; 
Double six thousand, and then treble that, 
Before a friend of this description 30. 

Shall lose a hair through Bassanio’s fault. 
I irst go with me to church and call me wile. 
And then away to Venice to your Iriend ; 
For never shall you lie by Portia’s sivle ^ ; 
With an unquiet soul. You shall iiave gold 
'lo pay the petty debt twenty times over. 
W'hen it is paid bring your true friend along. 
My maid Nerissa and myself meantime 
Will live as maids and widows. Come, 
aw ay ; o 

For you shall hence upon your vvedding- 
da . 

Bid your friends welcome, show a merry 
cheer; 

Since yon are dear bought, I will love you 
dear. us 

But let me hear the letter of your friend. 

Bass [Reads] ‘ Sweet Bassanio, my ships 
have all miscarried, my creditors grow 
cruel, my estate is very low, my bond to the 
Jew is forfeit ; and since, in paying it, it 
is impossible I should live, all debts are 
clear’d between you and I. it 1 might but 
see you at my death. Notwithstanding, 
use your pleasure ; if your love do not 
persuade you to come, let not my letter.’ 
For. O love, dispatch all business and be 
gone! 

Bass. Since I have your good leave to go 
away, 

I will make haste ; but, tiT I come again. 
No bed shall e’er be guilty of my stay. 

Nor rest be interposer ’tvvixt us twain. 

[Exeind. 

Scene III. Venice. A street. 

Enter Shylock, Solanio, Antonio, and 
Gaoler. 

Shy. Gaoler, look to him. Toll not me of 
mercy— 


This IS the fool that lent out money gratis. 
Gaoler, look to him. 

Ant. Hear me yet, good Shylock. 

Shy. ITl have my bond; speak not 
against my bond. 

1 have sworn an oath that I will have my 
bond. 5 

Thou call’dst me dog before thou hadst a 
cause. 

But, since I am a dog, beware my fangs ; 
The Duke shall grant me justice. 1 do 
wonder, 

Thou naughty gaoler, that thou art so fond 
To come abroad with him at his request. 10 
Anl. I pray thee hear me speak. 

Shy. riJ have my bond. 1 will not hear 
thee speak ; 

I’ll have my bond ; and therefore speak no 
more. 

I ll not be made a soft and dull-ey’d fool. 
To shake the head, relent, and sigh, and 
yield, 15 

To Christian intercessors. Follow not; 

I’ll have no speaking ; 1 will have my bond. 

I Exit, 

Solan. It is the most impenetrable cur 
That over kept with men. 

Ani. i.et him alone ; 

I’ll follow him no more with bootless 
prayers. .'o 

He seeks my life ; his reason well 1 know : 
1 oft deli\ cr’d Irom his forfeitures 
Many that have at times made moan to me; 
Therefore he hates me. 

Solan. 1 am sure the Duke 

Will never grant this forfeiture to hold. 23 
Ant. Tlie Duke cannot deny the cv)ursc 
of law ; 

For the commodity that strangers have 
With us in Venice, if it be denied, 28 

W'ill much impeach the justice of the state. 
Since that the trade and profit of the city 
Consisteth of all nations. Therefore, go ; 
These griefs and losses have so bated me 
That I shall hardly spare a pound of flesh 
To-morrow to my bloody creditor. u 

W’cll, gaoler, on ; pray God Bassanio come 
To see me pay his debt, and tlun I care not. 

IHxeind. 

Scene IV. Belmont. Por1ia*s house. 

Enter Portia, Nerissa, Lorenzo, Jessica, 
and Balthasar. 

Lor. Madam, although I speak it in your 
presence, 

You have a noble and a true conceit 
Of godlike amity, which appears most 
strongly 

In bearing thus the absence of your lord. 
But if you knew to whom you show this 
honour, 5 

How true a gentleman you send relief. 
How dear a lover of my lord your husband, 
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I know you would be prouder of the work 
Than customary bounty can enforce you. 

Por. 1 never did repent for doing good. 
Nor shall not now ; for in companions u 
That do converse and waste the time to¬ 
gether, 

Whose souls do bear an equal yoke of love, 
There must be needs a like proportion 
Of lineaments, of manners, and of spirit, i s 
Which makes me think that this Antonio, 
Being the bosom Io\'er of my lord. 

Must needs be like my lord. If it be so. 
How little is the cost I have bestowed 
In purchasing the semblance of my soul f- 
From out the state of hellish cruelty I 
This comes too near the praising of myself ; 
I'hercfore, no more of it; hear other things. 
Lorenzo, 1 commit into your hands 
The husbandry and manage of my house 
Until my lord’s return ; for mine own part, 
1 have toward hca\en breath'd a secret 
\ ow 

To live in prayer and contemplation, 

Only attended by Nerissa here, 

Until her husband and my lord’s return, v 
There is a monastery two miles o/T, 

And there we will abide. I do desire you 
Not to deny this imposition, 

The which my love and some necessity 
Now lays upon you. 

her. Madam, with all my liearl 

I shall obey you in all fair commands. ^ 
Por. My people do already know m\ 
mind, 

And will acknowledge you and Jessica 
In place of I-ord Bassanio and myself. 

So fare you w'ell till we shall meet again, v 
Lor, Fair thoughts and happy houn ; 
attend on you ! 

Jes. I wish your ladyship all heart 
content. 

Por, I thank you for your wish, and am 
well pleas’d 

To wish it back on you. Fare you well, 
Jessica. 

[Exeunt Jessica and Lorenzo. 
Now, Balthazar, ^ 

As 1 have ever found thee honest true, 

So let me find thee still. Take this same 
letter. 

And use thou all th’ endeavour of a man 
In speed to Padua ; see thou render this 
Into iny cousin’s hands, Doctor Bellario ; 
And look what notes and garments be doth 
give thee, 

Bring them, 1 pray thee, with imagin’d 
speed 

Unto the traject, to the common ferry 
Which trades to Venice. Waste no lime in 
words, 

But get thee gone ; I shall be there before 
thee. 

Balth. Madam, I go with all convenient 
speed. [Exit 


[Act 3 

Por. Come on, Nerissa, 1 have work in 
hand 

That you yet know not of; we’ll see our 
husbands 

Before they think of us. 

Ner. Shall they see us ? 

Por. They shall, Nerissa ; but in such a 
habit oo 

That they shall think we are accomplished 
With that we lack. I’ll hold thee any 
wager, 

When w'C are both accoutred like young 
men, 

I’ll prove the prettier fellow of the two, 
And wear my dagger with the braver grace. 
And speak between the change of man and 
boy 

With a reed voice ; and turn two mincing 
steps 

Into a manly stride ; and speak of frays 
Like a fine bragging youth ; and tell quaint 
lies, 

How honourable ladies sought my love, 70 
Which I denying, they fell sick and died— 
I could not do withal. Then I’ll repent. 
And wish, for all that, that 1 had not kill’d 
them. 

And twenty of these puny lies I’ll tell, 

That men shall swear I have discontinued 
school r.'i 

Above a twe.vemontli. I have within iny 
mind 

.A thousand raw tricks of these bragging 
jacks, 

Which I will practise. 

Ner. Why, shall we turn to men ? 

Por. Fie, what a question’s that, 

If thou wert near a lewd interpreter ! so 
But come. I’ll tell tlue all my whole device 
When 1 am in my coach, which stays for us 
At the park gate; and therefore haste 
away. 

wc must measure twenty miles to-day. 

[Exetmt. 

ScKNK V. Belmont. The garden. 
Enter Launcblot and Jessica. 

Laun. Yes, truly ; for, look you, the sins 
of the father are to be laid upon the 
children ; therefore, I promise you, 1 fear 
you. 1 was always plain with you, and so 
now 1 speak my agitation of the matter; 
therefore be o’ good cheer, for truly 1 think 
you aie damn’d. Tliere is but one hope 
in it that can do you any good, and that 
is but a kind of bastard hope neither. 7 
Jes. And what hope is that, I pray thee ? 
Latin. Marry, you may partly hope that 
your father got you not—that you are not 
the Jev/’s daughter. jo 

Jes. That were a kind of bastard hope 
indeed; so the sins of my mother should 
be visited upon me. 
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Laun. Truly then I fear you are damn’d 
both by father and mother ; thus when I 
shun Scylla» your father, 1 fall into Cha- 
rybdis, your mother; well, you are gone 
both ways. 

Jes, I shall be sav’d by my husband ; he 
hath made me a Christian. 

Laun. ITuIy, the more to blame he ; wc 
were Christians enow before, e’en as many 
as could well live one by another, 'this 
making of Christians will raise the price of 
hogs ; if wc grow all to be pork-eaters, w<‘ 
shall ni t shortly have a rasher on the coals 
for money. 

Enter Lorknzo. 

Jes, ril tell my husband, Launcclot, what 
you say ; here he comes. 

Lor. I shall grow jealous of you shortly, 
Launcclot, if you thus get my wife into 
corners. 

Jes. Nay, you need nor fear us, Lorenzo ; 
Launcclot and I are out; he tells me flatly 
there’s no mercy for me in heaven, becau 
I am a jew \ daughter ; and lie says you 
are no good raem)>er of the commonwealth, 
for in converting Jews to Christians you 
raise the price of pork. u 

Lor. 1 shall answer that l etter to the 
commonv ealth than you can the gettii’g 
up of the negro’s belly ; the Moor is with 
child by you, Launcclot. w 

Laiin. It is much that the xMoor should 
be more than reason ; but if she be less 
than an honest woman, she is indeed more 
than 1 took her for. ?; 

Lor. Kow every fool can play upon the 
word ! 1 thinlt the best grace of wit will 
shortly turn into silence, and discourse 
grow commendable in none only but 
parrots. Go in, sirrah; bid them prepare 
for dinner. ii 

Latin. That is done, sir ; they have all 
stomachs. 

Lor. Goodly Lord, what a wdt-snapper 
are you 1 Then bid them prepare dinner. 

Laun. That is done too, sir, only ‘cover ’ 
is the word. a:' 

Lor. Will you cover, then, sir ? 

Laun. Not so, sir, neither ; I know my 
duty. 

Lor. Yet more quarrelling with occasion ! 
Wilt thou show tiic whole Avcalth of thy wit 
in an instant ? I pray thee understand a 
plain man in his plain meaning : go to thy 
fellows, bid them cover the table, serve in 
the meat, and we wdll come in to dinner, s 

Laun. For the table, sir, it shall be 
serv’d in; for the meat, sir, it shall be 
cover’d ; for your coming in to dinner, sir, 
why, let it be as humours and conceits shall 
govern. [ Exit . 

Lor. O dear discretion, how his words are 
suited I 


The fool hath planted in his memory 
An army of good words ; and I do know 
A many fools that stand in better place, y) 
Garnish’d like him, that for a tricks/ v/ord 
Defy the matter. How cheer’st thou, 
Jessica ? 

And now, good sweet, say thy opinion, 
How dost thou like the Lord Bassanio’s 
wife ? 

Jes. Past all expressing. It is very meet 
Ihe Lord Bassanio live an upright life, (>5 
For, having such a blessing in his lady. 

He finds the joys of heaven here on earth ; 
A.nd if on earth he do not merit it, 

In reason he should never come to heaven. 
Why, if two gods should play some heaven¬ 
ly match, 70 

And on the wager lay two earthly women. 
And Portia one, there must be somerning 
else 

Pawn’d with the other; for the poor rude 
world 

Hath not her fellow. 

Lor. Even such a husband 

Hast thou of me as she is for a wife. 75 
Jes. Nay, but ask my opinion too of 
that. 

J.or. I will anon ; first let us go to dinner. 
Jes. Nay, let me praise you wJiile I have 
a stomach. 

Lor. No, pray thee, let it serve for table- 
talk ; 

Then howsome’er tliou speak’st, 'mong 
other things 
I shall digest it. 

Jes. Well, I'll set you forth. [Exeunt. 
ACT FOUR 

ScKNE I. Venice. The court of justice. 

Enter the Duke, the Magnificoes, Ant ovio, 
Bassanio, Gratiano, Salerio, and Oih :rs. 

Duke. What, is Antonio here ? 

Ant. Heady, so please your Grace. 

Duke. 1 am sorry for tliee ; thou art 
come to answer 

A stony adversary, an inhuman wretch, 
Uncapable of pity, void and empty 5 

From any dram of mercy. 

Aid, I liave heard 

Your Grace hath ta’en great pains to 
qualify 

His rigorous course ; but since he stands 
obdurate. 

And that no lawful means can carry me 
Out of his envy’s reach, 1 do oppose ro 
My patience to his fury, and am arm’d 
To sufi'er with a quietness of spirit 
The very tyranny and rage of his. 

Duke. Go one, and call the Jew into the 
court. 

Saler. He is ready at the door; he comes, 
my lord. 15 
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Enter Shylock. 

Duke, ^fake room, and let him stand 
before our face. 

Shylock, the world thinks, and I think so 
too. 

That thou but leadest this fashion of thy 
malice 

To the last hour of act; and then, *tis 
thought, 

Thou'lt show thy mercy and remorse, more 
strange 

Than is thy strange apparent cruelty ; 

And where thou now exacts the penalty. 
Which is a pound of this poor merchant's 
flesh, 

Thou wilt not only lo se the forfriture, 
But, touch’d with human gentleness and 
lovt‘, 25 

Forgive a moiety of the principal. 

Glancing an eye of pity on his losses. 

That have of late so huddled on his back— 
Enow to press a royal merchant down, 
And pluck commiseration of his state f 
From brassy bosoms and rough hearts oi 
Hint, 

From stubborn Turks and Tartars, never 
train’d 

To offices of tender courtesy. 

We all expect a gentle answer, Jew. 

Shy. I have possess’d your Grate of what 
1 purpose, 3S 

And by oui iioiy Sabbath have I sworn 
To have the due and forfeit of my bond. 

If you deny it, let the danger light 
Upon your charter and your city’s freedom. 
You’ll ask me why I rather choose to have 
A weight of carrion flesh than to receive 4^ 
Three thousand ducats. I’ll not answer 
that, 

But say it is my humour—is it answer’d ? 
What if rny house be troubled with a rat. 
And 1 be pleas’d to give ten thousand 
ducats 4*! 

To have it ban’d ? What, are you answer'd 
yet ? 

Some men there are love not a gaping pig ; 
Some that are mad if they behold a cat; 
And others, when the bagpipe sings i' th' 
nose, 

Cannot contain their urine ; for affection. 
Mistress of passion, sways it to the mood 
Of what it likes or loathes. Now, for your 
answer: 

As there is no firm reason to be rend’red 
Why he cannot abide a gaping pig ; 

Why he, a harmless necessary cat; 55 

Why he, a woollen bagpipe, but of force 
Must yield to such inevitable shame 
As to offend, himself being offended ; 

So can 1 give no reason, nor I will not. 
More than a lodg’d hate and a certain 
loathing 60 

1 bear Antonio, that I follow thus 
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[Act 4 

A losing suit against him. Are you 
answered ? 

Bass. This is no answer, thou unfeeling 
man, 

To excuse the current of thy cruelty. 

Shy. I am not bound to please thee with 
my answers. 03 

Bass. Do all men kill the things they do 
not love ? 

Shy. Hates any man the thing he would 
not kill ? 

Bass. Every offence is not a hate at first. 

Shy. What, wouldst thou have a serpent 
s’ing thee twice ? 

Ant . I pray you, think you question with 
the Jew. 70 

You may as wtII go stand upon the beach 
And bid the main flood bate liis usual 
height; 

You may as well use question w'ith the w^olf. 
Why he hath made the ewe bleat for the 
lamb; 7» 

You may as well forbid the mountain pines 
To wiig their high tops and to make no 
roise 

When they are frctte.i w'th the gusts of 
hca\'cn ; 

You may as well do any thing most hard 
As seek to soften that—than which what’s 
harder ?— 

His Jewish heart. Therefore, 1 do beseech 
you, 80 

Make no moc offers, use no farther means. 
But with all brief and plain convenicncy 
Let me have judgment, and the Jew his 
will. 

Bass. For thy three thousand ducats here 
is six. 

Shy. If every ducat in six thousand 
ducats 85 

Were in six parts, and every part a ducat, 

I would not draw them ; I would have my 
bond. 

Duke. How shalt thou hope for mercy, 
rend Ting none ? 

Shy What judgment shall I dread, doing 
no wrong ? 

You have among you many a purchas’d 
slave, 90 

Which, like your asses and your dogs and 
mules. 

You use in abject and in slavish parts, 
Because you bought them; sliall I say to 
you 

‘ Let them be free, marry them to your 
heirs— 

Why sweat they under burdens ?—let their 
beds 95 

Be made as soft as yours, and let their 
palates 

Be season'd with such viands ' ? You will 
answer 

‘ ITie slaves are ours So do 1 answer you: 
The pound of flesh which I demand of him 
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Scene 1] 

Is dearly bought, *tis mine, and I will 
have it. loo 

If you deny me, fie upon your law ! 

There is no force in the decrees of Venice. 
1 stand for judgment; answer; shall I 
have it ? 

Duke. Upon my power I may dismiss this 
court, 

I Unless Bellario, a learned doctor, 103 

Whom I have sent for to determine this. 
Come here to-day. 

Saler. My lord, here stays without 

A messenger with letters from the doctor. 
New come from Padua. 

Duke. Bring us the letters; call the 
messenger. no 

Bass. Good cheer, Antonio I What, man, 
courage yet! 

The Jew shall have my flesh, blood, bones, 
and all. 

Ere thou shalt lose for me one drop of 
blood. 

Anf. 1 am a tainted wether of the flock. 
Mcctest for death ; the weakest kind of 
fruit 115 

Drops earliest to the ground, and so let me. 
You cannot better be employ’d, Bassanio, 
'I han to live still, and write 11 inc epitaph. 

Enter NtRissA, dressed like a latvyer*s clerk. 

Duke. Came you from Padua, from 
Bellario ? n'j 

Ncr. From both, my lord. Bellario greets 
your Grace. {Presen^s a letter. 

Bass. Why dost thou whet thy knife so 
earnestly ? 

Shy. To cut the forfeiture from that 
bankrupt there. 

Gra. Not on thy sole, but on thy soul, 
harsh Jew, 

Thou mak’st thy knife keen; but no metal 
can, 

No, not the hangman’s axe, bear half the 
keenness 1 

Of thy sharp envy. Can no prayers pierce 
thee ? 

Shy. No, none that thou hast wit enough 
to make. 

Gra. O, l>e thou damn’d, inexccrabledog! 
And for thy life let justice be accus’d, 

Thou almost mak’st me waver in my faith. 
To hold opinion with Pythagoras 
That souls of animals infuse themselves 
Into the trunks of men. 1 hy currish spirit 
Govern’d a wolf who, bang’d for human 
slaughter, 13« 

Even from the gallows did his fell soul 
fleet. 

And, whilst thou layest in thy unhallowed 
dam, 

Infus’d itself in thee ; for thy desires 
Arc wolfish, bloody, starv'd, and ravenous. 

Shy. Till thou canst rail the seal from off 
my bond, 


Thou but offend’st thy lungs to speak so 
loud; 1^0 

Repair thy wit, good youth, or it will fall 
To cureless ruin. 1 stand here for law. 
Duke. This letter from Bellario doth 
commend 

A young and learned doctor to our court. 
Where is he ? 

Ner. He attendeth here hard by 145 
To know your answer, whether you’ll admit 
him. 

Duke. With all my heart. Some three or 
four of you 

Go give him courteous conduct to this place. 
Meantime, the court shall hear Bellario's 
letter. 149 

Clerk. I Reads] ‘Your Grace shall under¬ 
stand that at the receipt of your letter 1 
am very sick ; but in the instant that your 
messenger came, in loving v* si tar ion was 
with me a young doctor of Rome—his name 
is Balthazar. 1 acquainted him with the 
cause in controversy between the Jew and 
Antonio the merchant; we turn’d o’er 
many books together ; he is furnished with 
my opinion w’hich, bettered with his own 
learning—the greatness whereof I cannot 
enough commend—comes with him at my 
importunity to fill up your Grace’s request 
in iny stead. I beseech you let his lack of 
years be no impediment to let him lack a 
reverend estimation, for 1 never knew so 
young a body with so old a head. 1 leave 
him to your gracious acceptance, whose 
trial shall better publish his commendation.’ 

Enter Portia for Balthazar, dressed like 
a Doctor of Laws. 

Duke. You hear the learn’d Bellario, 
what he writes; 

And here, 1 take it, is the doctor come. 
Give me your hand ; come you from old 
Bellario ? 

Par. I did, my lord. 

Duke. Y^ou are welcome; take your 
place. 

Are you acquainted with the difference 
That holds this present question in the 
court ? 

Por. I am informed throughly of the 
cause. 

Which is the merchant here, and w hich the 
Jew ? 

Duke. Antonio and old Shylock, both 
stand forth. 170 

Por. Is your name Shylock ? 

Shy. Shylock is my name. 

Por. Of a strange nature is the suit you 
follow; 

Yet in such rule that the Venetian law 173 
Cannot impugn you as you do proceed. 
You stand within his danger, do you not ? 
Ant. Ay, so he says. 

Por. Do you confess the bond ? 
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An/. I do. 

Por. Then must the Jew be inercifiil. 
Shy, On what compulsion must I ? Tell 
me that. i 

Por, The quality of mercy is not strain’d ; 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from hca\cn 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blcs: : 
It blesseth him that pves and iiim that 
takes. 

"Hs mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown: 
His sceptre shows the force of temporal 
power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty. 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of 
kings ; 

But mercy is above this sceptred sway. 

It is entT.roned in the hearts of kings. 

It is an attribute to (iod himself; «<» 

And earthly power doth then show likest 
God’s 

When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, 
Jew, 

Though justice be thy plea, consider tbi.s— 
niat in the course of justice none of us 
Should see salvation; we do pray for 
mercy. i- 

And that same prayer doth teach us all U' 
render 

The deeds of mercy. I have spoke tlius 
much 

To mitigaie the juslice of thy plea. 

Which if thou follow, this strict court of 
Venice 

Must ncciis give sentence 'gainst the 
merchant there. - ^ 

Shy, My deeds upon my head ! I crave 
the law^ 

The penalty and forfeit of my bond. 

Por, Is he not able to discharge the 
money ? 

Bass, Yes ; here I tender it for him in 
the court ; i 

Yea, twice the sum ; if that will not suflice 
1 will he bound to pay it ten times o’er 
On forfeit of rny bauds, my bead, my 
heart; 

If this will not suffice, it must appear 
That malice hears down truth. And, 1 
beseech you. 

Wrest once the Ia\v to your authority ; sk 
T o do a great right do a little wrong, 

And curb this cruel devil of his will. 

Por, It must not be; there is no power 
in Venice 

Can alter a decree established; 

*Twill be nvorded for a precedent, 21:, 
And many an error, by the same example, 
Will rush into the state ; it cannot be. 

Shy, A Daniel corue to judgment I Yea, 
a Daniel! 

O wise young judge, how I do honour thee! 

Por, I pray you, let me look upon the 
head. 220' 
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[Act 4 

Shy, Here 'tis, most reverend Doctor; 
here it is. 

Por, Shylock, there’s thrice thy money 
olf'red thee. 

Shy, An oath, an oath! I have an oath 
in heaven. 

Shall I lay perjury upon my soul ? 

No, not for Venice. 

Por. Why, this bond is forfeit; 2^5 
And lawfully by this the Jew may claim 
A pound of flesh, to be by him cut olT 
Nearest the merchant's heart. Be merciful. 
Take thrice thy money ; bid me tear the 
bond. 

Shy, When it is paid according to the 
tcnoiir. 230 

It doth appear you are a worthy judge; 
You know' the law ; your exposition 
Hath been most sound ; I chaige you by 
the law, 

Whereof you arc a well-deserving pillar, 
Proceed to judgment. By my soul 1 swear 
There is no power in the tongue of man 
To alter me. 1 stay here on iiiy bond. 237 

AtU. Most heartily I do beseech the court 
lo give the judgment. 

Por, Why then, thus it is : 

You must prepare your bosom for his knife. 

Shy, O noble judge ! O excellent young 
raan ! i 

Por. For the intent and purpose of the 
law 

Hath full relation to the penalty. 

Which here appearcth due upon the bond. 

Shy, 'Tis very true. O wise and upright 
judge, 24.5 

Hc\y much more elder art thou tb.an thy 
looks! 

Por, Therefore, lay bare your bosom. 

Shy. Ay, his breast— 

So says the bond; doth it not, noble 
judge 7 

' Nearest his heart', those are the very 
words. 

Por. It is so. Arc there balance here to 
weigh 2SO 

The flesh ? 

Shy, I have them ready. 

Per, Have by some surgeon, Shylock, on 
your charge, 

To stop his wounds, lest he do bleed to 
death. 

Shy. Is it so nonnnated in the bond 7 

Por, It is not so express'd, but what of 
that 7 255 

'Twere good you do so much for charity. 

Shy. 1 cannot find it; 'tis not in the 
bond. 

Por, You, merchant, have you anything 
to say 7 

Ant, But little ; 1 am arm'd and well 
prepar’d. 

Give me your hand Bassanio; fara you well. 
Grieve not that I am fall'n to this for you, 
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Scene 1] 

For herein Fortune shows herself more 
kind 

Than is her custom. It is still her use 
To let the wretched man outlive his wealth, 
To view with hollow eye and wrinkled 
brow 

An age of poverty; from which lingTing 
penance 

Of such misery doth she cut me off. 
Commend me to your bonoiirahle wife; 
Tell her the process of Antonio’s end ; 

Say how 1 lov’d you ; speak me fair in 
death; ^70 

And, when the tale is told, bid her be judge 
W hether Bassanio had not once a love. 
Hepent not you that >011 shall lose \our 
frie::d, 

And he repents not that he pays your debt; 
For if the Jew do cut but deep enough, ^75 
ril pay it instantly with all my heart. 

Bass. Antonio, I am married to a wife 
Which is as dear to me as life itself; 

But life itself, my wife, and all the world, 
Are not with me esteem’d above thy life; 

I would lose all, ay, sacrifice them all 
Here to this devil, to deliver you. 

Par: Your wife would give you little 
thanks for that, 

If she were by to hear you make the offer, 
Ora. I have a wife who 1 protest 1 love; 

I would she were in heaven, so she could 
Entreat seme power to change this currish | 
Jew'. 

Ncr. *Tis well you offer it behind her 
back ; 

The wish would make else an unquiet house, 
Sliv. I Aside I These be the Christian 
liusbands ! I have a daughter— 
Would any of the stock of Barrabas 201 
Had been her husband, ratlicr than a 
Christian !— 

We trifle time; I pray thee pursue 
sentence. 

Par, A pound of that same merchant’s 
flesh is thine. 

The court awards it and the law doth 
give it. =95 

Shy. Most rightful judge i 
Por. And you must cut this fiesh from off 
hi; breast. 

The law allows it and the court awards it. 
Shy. Most learned judge ! A sentence! 
Come, prepare, 

Por. Tarry a little ; there is something 
else. 

This bond doth give thee here no jot of 
blood : 

The words expressly arc ' a pound of flesh 
Take then thy bond, take thou thy pound 
of flesh; 

But, in the cutting it, if thou dost shed 
One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and 
goods 

Are, by the laws of Venice, confiscate i 


Unto the state of Venice. 

Gra. O upright judge 1 Mark, Jew. O 
learned judge! 

Shy. Is that the law ? 

Por. Thyself shalt see the act; 

For, as thou urgest justice, be assur’d 
Thou shalt have justice, more tlian thou 
dcsir'st. 

Gra. O learned judge! Mark, Jew. A 
learned judge I 

Shy. I take this offer then : pay the 
bond thrice. 

And let the ChrisOan go. 

Bass. Here is the money. 

Por. Soft! 3 r s 

The Jew shall have all justice. Soft! No 
haste. 

He shall have nothing but the penalty. 

Gra. O Jew! an upright judge, a learned 
judge! 

Por, Therefore, prepare thee to cut olT 
the flesh. 

Shed thou no blood, nor cut thou less nor 
more 3^0 

But just a pound of flesh ; if thou tak’st 
more 

Or less than a just pound—be it but so 
much 

As makes it light or heavy in the substance. 
Or the divison of the twentieth part 
Of one poor scruple; nay, if the scale do 
turn 325 

But in the estimation of a hair— 

7 hou diest, and all thy goods are confiwscate. 

Gra. A second Daniel, a Daniel, Jew! 
Now, infidel, 1 have you on the hip. 

Por. Why doth the Jew pause ? Take 

thy forfeiture. 33*' 

Shy. Give me my principal, and let me go. 

Bass. I have it ready for thee ; here it is. 

Por. He hath refus’d it in the open court; 
He shall liave merely justice, and his bond. 

Gra. A Daniel stili say I, a second 
Daniel! 335 

I thank thee, Jew, for teaching me that 
w'ord. 

Shy. Shall I not have barely my 
principal ? 

Por. Thou shalt have nothing but the 
forfeiture 

To be so taken at thy peril, Jew. 

Shy. Why, then the devil give him good 
of it! 340 

ru stay no longer question. 

Por. Tarry, Jew. 

'I'he law hath yet another hold on you. 

It is enacted in the laws of Venice, 

If it be prov’d against an alien 

That by direct or indirect attempts 345 

He seek the life of any citizen. 

The party 'gainst the which he doth 

contrive 

Shall seize one half his goods; the other 
half 
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Comes to the privy coffer of the state; 
And the offender's life lies in the mercy 35^ 
Of the Duke only, 'gainst all other voice. 
In which predicament, I say, thou stand'st; 
For it appears by manifest proceeding 
That inairectly, and directly too, 

Ihou hast contrived against the very life 
Of the defendant; and thou hast inclin 'd 
Ihe danger formerly by me rehears’d, 
Down, therefore, and beg mercy of the 
Duke. 

Gra. Beg that thou mayst have leave to 
hang thyself ; 

And yet, thy wealth being forfeit to tlie 
state, M 

Thou hast not left the value of a cord ; 
Ihercfore thou must be bang’d at the 
state’s charge. 

Duke. That thou shalt see the difference 
of our spirit, 

I pardon thee thy life before thou ask it. 
For half thy wealth, it is Antonio’s ; 303 

The other half comes to the general state. 
Which humbleness may drive unto a 
fine. 

Por, Ay, for the state ; not for Antonio. 

Shy. Nay, take my life and all, pardon 
not that. 

You take my house w’hen you do take the 
prop 3 

That doth sustain my house ; you take my 
life 

When you do take the means whereby 1 
live. 

Por. What mercy can you render him, 
Antonio ? 

Gra. A halter gratis; nothing else, for 
God’s sake J 


Ant. So please my lord the Duke and 
all the court 

Id quit the fine for one half of his goods ; 

I am content so he will let me have 
The other half in use, to render it 
Upon his death unto the gentieman 
That lately stole his daughter— 3^ • 

Two things provided more : that, for this 
favour. 

He presently become a Christian ; 

The other, that he do record a gift. 

Here in the court, of all he dies possess’d 
Unto his son Lorenzo and his daughter. sSs 
Duke, Me shall do this, or else 1 do recant 
Tlic pardon that I late pronounced here. 
Por. Art thou contented, Jew ? What 
dost thou say ? 

Shy. I am content. 

Por. Clerk, drawr a deed of gift. 

Shy. I pray you, give me leave to go 
from hence; 3^-' 

I am not well; send the deed after me 
And 1 will sign it. ! 

Duke. Get thee gone, but do it. | 

Gra. In christ'ning shalt thou have two! 
god«fathers; I 




[Act 4 

Had I been judge, thou shouldst have had 
ten more, 

To bring thee to the gallows, not to the 

font. [Exi7 Shylock. 

Duke. Sir, I entreat you home with me 
to dinner. 39^' 

Por. I 1 umbly do desire your Grace of 
pardon ; 

I must away this night toward Padua, 
And it is meet I presently set forth. 

Duke. I am sorry that your leisure serves 
you not. 400 

Antonio, gratify this gentleman, 

For in my mind you are much bound to 
him. 

lExciiul Duke, Magni/icoes, and Train. 

Bass. Most worthy gentleman, I and my 
friend 

Have by your wisdom been this day 
acquitted 

Of grievous penalties ; in lieu whereof 
'three thousand ducats, due unto the Jew, 
W'e freely cope your courteous pains 
withal. 

Ant. And stand indebted, over and 
above. 

In love and service to you evermore. 

Por. Me is well paid that is well satisfied. 
And 1, delivering you, am satisfied, 4 m 
/A nd therein do account myself well paid. 
My miml was never yet more mercenary. 

1 pray you, know' me w hen we m^^et again ; 
I wish you well, and so I take my leave. 

Bass. Dear sir, of force I must attempt 
you further; 

'fake some remembrance of ii.s, as a tribute, 
Not as fee. Grant me two things, 1 pray 
you, 

Not to deny me, and to pardon me. 

Por. pre.ss me far, and therefore I 

will yield. axo 

[To Anionioj (bve me your gloves. I’ll 

wear them for your sake. 

[To Bassanio] /ind, for your love. I'll take 
this ling from you. 

ro not draw' back your hand : I’ll take no 
more, 

And you in love shall not deny me this. 

Bass. This ring, good sir—alas, it is a 
trifle; 425 

1 will not shame myself to give you this. 

Por. 1 will have nothing else but only 
this ; 

And now, methinks, I have a mind to it. 

Bciss. There’s more depends on this than 
on the value. 

The dearest ring in Venice will I give you. 
And find it out by proclamation ; 431 

Only for this, I pray you, pardon me. 

Por. I sec, sir, you arc liberal in offers ; 
You taught me first to beg, and now, me¬ 
thinks, 

You teach me how a beggar should be 
answer'd. 435 
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Scene 1] 

Bass. Good sir, this ring was given me by 
my wife; 

And, when she put it on, she made me vow 
That 1 should neither sell, nor give, nor 
lose it. 

Por. That *scuse serves many men to 
save their gifts. 

An if your wife be not a mad woman. a-v‘ 
And know how well I have deserv’d tliis 
ring. 

She would not hold out enemy for ever 
For giving it to me. Well, peace be with 
you ! [F’xenwi Poriia and Nerisia. 

Ant, My Lord Bassanio, let him have 
the ring. 

Let his deservings, and my love withal, n;. 
Be valued ’gainst your wile’s C(;>raiiiand» 
ment. 

Bass. Go, Gratiano, run and overtake 
him ; 

Give him the ring, and bring him, if thou 
canst, 

Unto Antonio’s house. Away, make haste. 

IFxil Gratiano. 
Come, you and 1 will thither presently; isc 
And in the morning early will \vc both 
Fly toward Belmont. Come, Antonio. 

[Hxcunt. 

Scene IL Venice. A street. 

Enter Portia and Nerissa. 

Por. Inquire the Jew’s house out, give 
him this deed, 

And let him sign it; we’ll away to-night, 
And he a day before our husljands home 
Ihis deed will be well welcome to Lorenzo. 

Enter Gratiano. 

Gra. Fair sir, you arc well o’crta’cn. r 
My Lord Bassanio, upon more ad\ ice. 
Hath sent you here this ring, and doth 
entreat 

Your company at dinner. 

Por. Tl-at cannot be. 

His ring I do accept most thankfully. 

And so, I pray you, tell him. Furthermore, 
I pray you show my youth old Shylock’s 
house. > > 

Gra. l hat will I do. 

Ner. Sir, I would speak with you. 
[Aside to Portia] lil see if 1 can got my 
husband’s ring, 

Which 1 did make him swear to keep for 
ever. 

Por. [To Nerissa] Thou mayst, I warrant. 
Wc shall have old swearing 13 
That they did give the rings away to men ; 
But we’ll outface them, and outswear them 
too. 

[Aloud] Away, make haste, thou know’st 
where 1 will tarry. 

Ner. Come, good sir, will you show me to 
this house ? [Exeunt. 


ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Belmont. The garden before 
Portia*s house. 

Enter Lorenzo and Jessica. 

Lor. The moon shines bright. In such a 
night as this. 

When the sweet wind did gently kiss the 
trees, 

And they did make no noise—in such a 
night, 

Troilus methinks mounted the Troyan 
walls, 

And sigh’d liis soul toward the Grecian 
tents, 5 

Where Cress id lay that night. 

Jes. In such a night 

D a Thisbv fearfully o’ertrip the dcw\ 

And saw the lion’s shadow ere himself. 
And ran dismayed away. 

Lor. In such a night 

Stood Dido with a willow in her hand 10 
Upon the wild sea-hai^Ks and waft her love 
To come again to Carthage, 

Jes. In such a night 

Medea gathered the enchanted herbs 
That did renew old Aison. 

Lor. In such n night 

Did Jessica steal from the vveallhy jew, is 
And with an unthril’t love did run from 
Venice 

As far as Belmont. 

Jes. In such a night 

Did young I.orcnzo swear he lov’d her well. 

Stealing her soul with many vows of faith, 
And ne’er a true one. 

Lor. In such a night so 

Did pretty Jessica, like a little shrew, 
Slander her love, and he forgave it her. 
Jes. I would out-night you, did no body 
come ; 

But, hark, I hear the footing of a man. 
Enter STrn*HANO. 

Lor. W^ho comes so fast in silence of th" 
night ? 25 

Sieph. A friend. 

Lor. A friend ! What friend ? Your 
name, 1 pray you, friend ? 

Steph. Stephano is my name, and I bring 
word 

My mistress will before the break of day 27 
Be here at Belmont; she doth stray about 
By holy crosses, where she kneels and prays 
For happy wedlock hours. 

Lor. Who comes with her ? 

Steph. None but a holy hermit and her 
maid. 

I pray you, is my master yet return’d ? 
Lor. He is not, nor we have not heard 
from him. 35 

But go we in, I pray thee, Jessica, 
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[Act 5 


Ani ceremoniously let us prepare 
i>omc welcome for the mistress of the house. 

Enter Launcklot. 

Laim, Sola, sola ! wo ha, ho! sola, sola 

Lor. Who calls ? a 

Latin. Sola! Did you see Master Lorenzo ? 
Master Lorenzo ! Sola, sola ! 

Lor. Leave holloaing, man. Here ! 

Laun. Sola 1 Where, where ? 

Lor. Here! a 

Laun. Tell him there’s a post come from 
my master with his horn full of good news ; 
my master will be here ere morning. {Exit. 
Lor. Sweet soul, let’s in, and there expect 
their coming. i 

And yet no matter—why should we go in ? 
My friend Stephano, signify, I pray you. 
Within the house, your mistress is at 
hand; 

And bring your music forth into the air. 

[Exit Stephano. 
How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon thi 
liank! 5 

Here will we sit and let the sounds of music 
Cieep in our cars ; soft stillness and the 
night 

Become the touches of sweet harmony. 

Sit, Jessica, Look how the floor of heaven 
Is Hiick inlaid with patines of bright gold ; 
7 here’s not the smallest orb which thou 
behold’st <>'■ 

But in his motion like an angel sings. 

Still quiring to the young-ey’d cherubins ; 
Such harmony is in immortal souls, 

But whilst this muddy vesture of decay <1 
Doth grossly close it in, wc cannot hear it. 

Enter Musicians. 

Come, ho, and wake Diana with a hymn ; 
With sweetest touches pierce your mistress’ 
ear, 

And draw her home with music, {Music. 

Jes. 1 am never merry when 1 hear sweet 

music. 

Lor. The reason is your spirits arc 
attentive ; 

For do I)iit note a wild and wanton herd, 


But music for the time doth change his 
nature. 

The man that hath no music in himself, 
Nor is not mov’d with concord of sweet 
sounds, Si 

Is fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils; 
llie motions of his spirit are dull as night. 
And his afiections dark as Erebus. 

Let no such man be trusted. Mark the 
music. 

Enter Portia and Nurissa. 

Por. That light we see is burning in my 
hall. «9 

How far that little candle throws his beams! 
So shines a good deed in a naughty world. 

Ner. When the moon shone, wc did not 
see the candle. 

Por. So doth the greater glory dim the 
less : 

A substitute shines brightly as a king 
Until a king be by, and then his state ms 
E mpties itself, as doth an inland brook 
Into the main of waters. Music ! hark ! 

Ner. It is your music, madam, of the 
house. 

Por. Nothing is good, I see, without 
respect; 

Methinks it sounds much sweeter than by 
day. 

Ncr. Silence bestows that virtue on it, 
madam. 

Por. The crow doth sing as sweetly as 
the lark 

When ncitlicr is attended ; and I think 
The nightingale, if she should sing by 
clay. 

When every pnosc is cackling, would be 
thought 10s 

Mo better a musician than the wren. 

How many thiiigs by season season’d are 
lo their right praise and true perfection ! 
Peace, ho ! The moon sleeps with Endy- 
mion. 

And would not be awak’d. f Music ceases. 

Lor. That is the voice, in> 

Or 1 am much deceiv’d, of Portia. 

Por. He knows me as the blind man 


Or race of youthful and unhandled colts, knows the cuckoo. 

Fetching mad bounds, hellowing and By the bad voice. 

neighing loud, Lor. Dear lady, w'cleome home. 

Which is the hot condition of their blood— Por. Wc have been praying for our 
If they but hear perchance a trumpet husbands' welfare, 

sound, 73 Which speed, wc hope, the better for our 

Or any air of music touch their cars, words. u s 

You shall perceive them make a mutual Are they return’d ? 

stand. Lor. Madam, they arc not yet; 

Their savage eyes turn’d to a modest gaze Put there is come a messenger before, 

By the sweet power of nrasic. Therefore To signify their coming. 

the poet Por. Go in, Ncrissa; 

Did feign that Orpheus drev; trees, stones,; Give order to my servants that they take 
and floods ; fio; No note at all of our being absent hence ; 

Since nought so stockish, hard, and full of i Nor you, Lorenzo ; Jessica, nor you. i^i 
rage, I [A tucket sounds. 
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Scene 1] 

Lor, Your husband is at hand ; 1 hear his 
trumpet. 

VVe arc no tell-tales, madam, fear you not. 

Par* This night methinks is Imt the day¬ 
light sick ; 

It looks a little paler ; Tis a day 125 

Such as the day is when the sun is hid. 

Enter Bassanio, Antonio, Gratiano, and 
their Followers. 

Bass, We should hold day with the 
Antipodes, 

If you would walk in absence of the sun. 

For. Let me give light, but let me not be 
light. 

For a light wife doth make a heavy 
hiisl'iand, i.K’ 

And never be Bassanio so for me ; 

But God sort all! You are welcome home, 
my lord. 

Bass. 1 thank you, madam ; give wel¬ 
come to my friend. 

This is the man, this is Antonio, 

I'o whom 1 am so infinitely bound. i v 

For. You slioiikl in all sense be mucb 
bound to him. 

For, as 1 liear, he was much Imund for you. 

Ant. No more than I am well acquitted 
of. 

Per. Sir, you are very welcome to our 
house. 

It must appear in other ways than w*ords, 
Ihercfore I scant this breathing courtesy. 

Gra. [To Ncrissa] By yonder moon 1 
swear you do me wrong ; 

In faith, I gave it to the judge’s ckuk. 
Would he were gelt that had it, for my part, 
Since you do take it, love, so much at 
heart. ijs 

Por. A quarrel, ho, already ! What’s the 
matter / 

Gra. About a hoop of gold, a paltry ring 
That she did give me, whose posy was 
For all the world like cutler's [uxTry 11- 
Upon a knife, ‘ Love me, and leave me riot 

Ner. What talk you of the posy or the 
value ? 

You swore to me, when 1 did give it you. 
That you would wear it till your hour of 
death, 

And that it should lie with you in your 
grave; 

Though not for me, yet for your vehement 
oaths, iv. 

You should have been respective and have 
kept it. 

Gave it a judge’s clerk! No, God's my 
judge, 

The clerk will ne’er wear hair on’s face 
that had it. 

Gra. He will, an if he live to be a man. 

Ner. Ay, if a woman live to be a man. 

Gra. Now by this hand I gave it to a 
youth. 


A kind of boy, a little scrubbed boy 
No higher than thyself, the judge’s clerk; 
A prating boy that begg'd it as a fee ; 

1 could not for my heart deny it him. 165 

Por. You were to blame, 1 must be plain 
with you, 

To part so slightly with your wife’s first 
gilt* 

A thing stuck on with oaths upon your 
finger 

And so riveted with faith unto your flesh. 
I gave my love a ring, and made him swear 
Never to part with it, and here he stands ; 
I dare be sworn for him he would not 
leave it 

Nor pluck it from his finger for the wealth 
That the world masters. Ntw, in faith, 
Gratiano, 

Ykm give your wife too unkind a cause of 
grief; »;5 

An ’twere to me, I should be mad at it. 

Bass, iAs/del Why, I were best to cut my 
left hand oft, 

And swear I lost the ring defending it. 

Gra. My Lord Bassanio gave his ring 
away 17w 

Unto the judge that begg’d i(, and iiuUv‘d 
Deserv’d it too; and then the boy, his 
clerk, 

That took some pains in writing, he begg’d 
mine ; 

And neither man nor master would take 
aught 

But the two rings. 

Por. What ring gave you, my lord ? 
Not that, 1 hope, which you rectiv’d of 
me. 

Bass. If I could add a lie imlo a fault, 

I woiikl deny it ; but you see my fhiger 
Hath not the ring upon it; it is gone. 

Por. Even so void is your false heart of 
truth; 

By heaven, I will ne’er come in your bed 
Until I see the ring. 

Ner. Nor I in yours 

Till I again see mine. 

Bass. Sweet Portia, 

If you did know to whom I gave the ring. 
If you did know for whom I gave the rir.g, 
And would conceive for what I gave the 
ring, 195 

And how’ unwillingly 1 left the ring, 

W’hcn nought Vvoukl be accepted but the 
ring, 

Y'ou would abate the strength of your 
displeasure. 

Por. If you had known the virtue of the 
ring, 199 

Or half her w'orthiness that gave the ring, 
Of your own honour to contain the ring, 
You would not then have parted with the 
ring. 

What man is there so much unreasonable. 
If you had pleas’d to have defended it 
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With any terras of zeal, wanted the 
modesty 205 

To urge the thing held as a ceremony ? 
Kcrissa teaches me what to believ'e: 

I'll die for’t hut some woman had the ring, 
Bass. No, by my honour, madam, by my 
soul, 

No woman had it, but a civil doctor, 
Which did refuse three thousand ducats 
of me. 

And begg'd the ring; the which I did deny 
him, 

And sufl'cr’d him to go displeas’d away— 
Even lie that had held up the ^cry life 
Of my dear friend. What should I say, 
sweet lady ? -:i5 

I was enforc’d to send it after him ; 

I was bCsSet with shame and courtesy; 

My honour would not let ingratinide 
So much besmear it. Pardon me, good lady; 
For by these blessed candles or the night. 
Had you been there, I think you would 
have begg’d 2.1 

The ring of me to give the worthy doctor. 
Por, Let not that doctor e’er come near 
my house : 

Since he hath got the jewel that I loved, 
And that which you did swear to keep for 
me, 

I will become as liberal as you ; 

I’ll not deny him anything I have. 

No, not my body, nor my husband’s bed. 
Know him I shall, I am well sure of it. 

Lie not a night from home; watch me like 
Argus; 230 

If you do not, if I be left alone, 

Now, by mine honour which is yet mine 
own, 

ril ha\e that doctor for mine bedfellow. 
Ner. And I his clerk ; therefore be well 
advis’d 

How you do leave me to mine own pro¬ 
tection. 23*1 

Cra. Well, do you so, let not me take him 
then; 

For, if 1 do, I’ll mar the young clerk’s pen. 
Ant. I am th’ unhappy subject of these 
quarrels. 

Por. Sir, grieve not you ; you arc wel¬ 
come notwithstanding, 

Bass. Portia, forgive me this enforced 
wrong; 210 

And in the hearing of these many friends 
I swear to thee, even by thine own fair eyes. 

Wherein I see myself- 

Por. Mark you but that! 

In both my eyes he doubly sees himself. 

In each eye one; swear by your double self, 
And there’s an oath of credit. 

Bass. Nay, but hear me. 

Pardon this fault, and by my soul I swear 
I never more will break an oath with thee. 
Ant. 1 once did lend my body for his: 
wealth, I 


[Act 5 

W’hich, but for him that had your husband’s 
ring, 250 

Had quite miscarried; I dare be bound 
again. 

My soul upon the forfeit, that your lord 
Will never more break faith advisedly. 

Por. Then you shall be his surety. Give 
him this, 254 

And bid him keep it better than the other. 

Ant. Here, Lord Bassanio, sw'ear to keep 
this ring. 

Bass. By heaven, it is the same I gave 
the doctor! 

Por. I had it of him. Pardon me, 
Bassanio, 

For, by this ring the doctor lay with me. 

Ner. And pardon me, my gentle Gratiano, 
For that same scrubbed boy, the doctor’s 
clerk, -.61 

In lieu of this, last night did lie with me. 

Gra. VVhy, this is like the mending of 
highways 

In summer, where the ways are fair 
enough. 

W’hat, are we cuckolds ere we have 
deserv’d it ? 2(^5 

Por. Speak not so grossly. You arc all 
amaz’d. 

Here is a letter ; read it at your leisure; 

It cvunes from Padua, from Bellario ; 
There you shall lind that Portia was the 
doctor, 

Ncrissa there her clerk. Lorenzo here 2;o 
Shall witness 1 set forth as soon as you, 
And even but now return’d; 1 have not 
yet 

Enter’d my house. Antonio, you are 
welcome; 273 

And I have better news in store for you 
Than you expect. Unseal this letter soon ; 
There you shall find three of your argosies 
Are richly come to harbour suddenly. 277 
You shall not know by what strange 
accident 

I chanced on this letter. 

Ant. I am dumb. 

Bass. Were you the doctor, and I knew 
you not ? 2S0 

Gra. Were you the clerk that is to make 
me cuckold ? 

Ner. Ay, but the clerk that never means 
to do it. 

Unless he live until he be a man. 

Bass. Sweet Doctor, you shall be my bed¬ 
fellow ; 284 

When I am absent, then lie with my 
wile. 

Ant. Sweet lady, you have given me life 
and living; 

For here I read for certain that my ships 
Are safely come to road. 

Por, How now, Lorenzo I 

My clerk hath some good comforts too for 
you. 
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Ner. Ay. and I’ll give them him witliout 
a fee. zyo 

There do 1 give to you and Jessica, 

From the rich Jew, a special deed of gift. 
Alter his death, of all he dies possess’d of. 
Lor. Fail ladies, you drop manna in the 
way 

Of starved people. 

Per. It is almost morning, 

And yet I am sure you arc not satisfied 
Of tlicsc events at full. I.et us go in. 

And citarge us there upon intcr’gatorics. 
And wc will answer all things faithfully. 
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Gra. Let it be so. The first inter'gatory 
That my Nerissa shall be sworn on is, 30x 
Whether till the next night she had rather 
stay, 

Or go to bed now, being two hours to 
day. 

But w'ere the day come, I should wish it 
dark. 

Till I were couching with the doctor’s 
clerk. 305 

W’'ell> while 1 live, I’ll fear no other thing 
So sore as keeping safe Nerissa’s ring. 

ihxeunt 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA 2 


Duke, living in exile, 

Frederick, his brother, and usurper of his 
dominions, 

AmienS; lords attending on the banished 
Jaques, / Duke. 

Le BiiAU, a courtier attending upon 
Frederick. 

Charles, wrestler to Frederick. 

Oliver, \ 

Jaques, sons of Sir Rowland de Boys. 
Orlando, J 

DEN-ms} 


Touchstone, the court jester. 

Sir Oliver Martext, a vicar. 

CORIN, \ 

SiLVius, / 

William, a country fellow, in love with 
Audrey. 

A person representing Hymen. 


Rosalind, daughter to the banished Duke. 
Celia, daughter to Frederick. 

Phebf, a shepherdess. 

Audrey, a country wench. 


Lords, Pages, Foresters, and Attendants. 


The Scene: Oliver's house ; Frederick's court ; and the Forest of Arden. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1 . Orchard of Oliver's house. 

Itnter Orlando mul Adam. 

Orl. As I remember. Adam, it was upon 
this fashion bequeathed me by will but 
poof a thous.Tiid crowns, and, as thou say’st, 
charged my brother, on his blessing, to 
breed me well; and there begins my sad¬ 
ness, My brother Jaques he keeps at school, 
and report speaks goldeniy of his profit. 
For my part, he keeps me rustically at 
home, or, to speak more properly, slays me 
here at home unkept; for call you that 
keeping for a gentleman of my birth that 
aiders not from the stalling of an ox ? His 
horses are bred better; for, besides that 
they are fair with their feeding, they arc 
taught their manage, and to that end riders 
dearly hir’d; but I, his brother, gain 
nvThing under him but growth ; for the 
which his animals on his dunghills are as 
much bound to him as 1 . Besides tlii? 
nothing that he so plentifully gives me, the 
something that nature gave me his coun¬ 
tenance seems to take from me. He lets me 
feed with his hinds, bars me the place of a 
brother, and as much as in him lies, mines 
my gentility v;ith my education. This is it, 
Adam, that grieves me ; ami the spirit of 
my fatiier, which I think is within me, 
begins to mutiny against this servitude. I 
will no longer endure it, though yet I know 
no wise remedy how to avoid it. i’2 

Enter Oliver. 

Adam. Yonder comes my master, your 
brother, 

254 


Orl. Go apart, Adam, and thou shalt hear 
how' he will shake nit* up. I Adam retires. 

Oli. Now, sir! what make you iiere ? 26 
Orl. Nothing ; I am not taught to make 
any thing. 

Oli. What mar you then, sir ? 

Orl. Marry, sir, I arn helping you to mar 
that which God made, a poor unworthy 
brother of yours, with idleness. 30 

Oli. Marry, sir, be better employed, and 
be n light awhile. 

Orl. Shall I keep your hogs, and eat 
husks with them ? What prodigal portion 
Ivave I spent that I should come to such 
penury ? 3s 

on. Know you where you are, sir ? 

Or/. O, sir, very well; here in your 
orchard. 

Oli. Know you before whom, sir ? 3« 

Orl. Ay, better than him I am before 
knows me. I know you are my eldest 
brother ; and, in the gentle condition of 
blood, you should so know me. The 
courtesy of nations allows you my better 
in that you arc the first-born; but the 
same tradition takes not aw^ay my blood, 
were there twenty brothers betwixt us. 1 
have as much of my father in me as you, 
albeit I confess your coming before me is 
nearer to his reverence. 

Oli. V/hat, boy ! [Strikes him. 

Orl. Come, come, elder brother, you arc 
too young in this. 4g 

Oli. Wilt thou lay hands on me, villain ? 
Orl, 1 am no villain ; I am the youngest 
son of Sir Rowland dc Boys. He was my 
father ; and he is thrice a villain that says 
such a father begot villains. Wert thou not 
my brother, 1 would not take this hand from 
thy throat till this other had pull’d out thy 
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Scene 1] 


tongue for saying so. Thou has raird on 
thyself. 

Adam. [Cominis; forward I Sweet masters, 
be patient; for your father's remembrance, 
be at accord. 

on. Let me go, I say. 

Orl. 1 will not, till I please; you shall 
hear me. My father charg’d you in his will 
to give me good education: you have 
train’d me like a peasant, obscuring and 
hiding from me all gentleman-like qualities. 
The spirit of my father grows strong in me, 
and I will no longer endure it; therefore 
allow me such exercises as may become a 
gentleman, or give me the poor allottery 
my fatlier left me by testament; with that 
1 will go buy my fortunes. <>; 

Oii. And what wilt thou do ? Beg, when 
that is spent ? Well, sir, get you in. I will 
not long he troubled with you ; you shall 
have some part of your will. I pray you 
leave me. 7*' 

Orl. I will no further olfend you than 
becomes me for my good. 
on. Get you w'ith him, you old dog. r. 
Adam. Is ' old dog ’ my reward ? Most 
true, I have lost my teeth in your servicc. 
God be with my old master! He would not 
have spoke such a word. ;<■ 

[Exeunt Orlando and Adam, 
on. Is it even so ? Begin you to grow 
upon me ? 1 will physic your rankness, ai\d 
yet give no thousand crowns neither. 
Holla, Dennis ! 

EtUer Dknnis. 

Den. Calls your worship ? 
on. Was not Charles, the Duke’s 
wrestler, here to speak with me ? 

Den. So please you, he is here at the door 
and importunes access to you. 

on. Call him in. [Exit Dennis] ’7’will he 
a good way ; and to-morrow the wrestling is. 

Enter Charlls. 

Cha. Good morrow to your worship. 
on. Good Mon.sicur Charles ! What’s the 
new news at the new court ? 

Cha. There’s no news at the court, sir, but 
the old news ; that is, the old Duke is 
banished by his younger brother the new 
Duke ; and three or four loving lords have 
put themselves into voluntary exile with 
him, whose lands and revenues enrich the 
new Duke; therefore he gives them good 
leave to wander. 

on. Can you tell if Rosalind, the 
Duke’s daughter, he banished with her 
father ? 

Cha. Oj no ; for the Duke’s daughter, her 
cousin, so loves her, being ever from their 
cradles bred together, that she would have 
followed her exile, or hav,' d'ed to sta 
behind her. She is at the court, and no less 


beloved of her uncle than his own daughter; 
and never two ladies loved as they do. lo? 
on. Where will the old Duke live ? 

Cha. They say he is already in the Forest 
of Arden, and a many merry men with him ; 
and there they live like the old Robin Hood 
of England. They say many young gentle¬ 
men tiock to him every day, and fleet the 
time carelessly, as they did in the golden 
world. loi, 

on. What, you wrestle to-morrow before 
the new Duke ? 

Cha. Marry, do I, sir ; and I cam? to 
acquaint you with a matter, I am given, 
sir, secretly to understand that your 
younger brother, Orlando, hath a disposi¬ 
tion to come in disguis’d against me to try 
a fall. To-morrow, sir, 1 wrestle for my 
credit; and he that escapes me without 
some broken limb shall acquit him well. 
Your brother is but young and tender; 
and, for your love, I would he loath to foil 
him, as 1 must, for my own honour, if he 
come in ; therefore, out of my love to you, 
1 came hither to acquaint you withal, that 
either you might stay him from his intend¬ 
ment, or brook such disgrace well as he 
shjili run into, in that it is a thing of his ow'n 
search and altogether against my will. i --2 
on. Charles, I thank thee for thy love to 
me, which thou shalt find 1 will most kindly 
requite. 1 had myself notice of my hiothei’s 
purpose herein, and have by underhand 
moans laboured to dissuade him from it; 
hut he is resolute. I’ll tell thee, Charles, it 
is the stuhhornest young fellow of France ; 
full of ambition, an envious emulator of 
every man’s good parts, a secret and 
villainous contriver against me his natural 
brother. Therefore us? thy discretion : I 
had as lief thou didst break his neck as his 
finger. And thou wert best look to’t; for 
if thou dost him any slight disgrace, or if 
he do not mightily grace himself on the?, 
he will practise against thee by poison, 
entrap thee by some treacherous device, 
and never leave thee till he hath ta’en thy 
life by some indirect means or other ; for, I 
assure lirce, and almost w'ith tears 1 speak 
it, there is not one so young and so 
villainous this day living. 1 speak but 
brotherly of him ; hut should I anatomize 
him to thee as he is, I must blush and weep, 
and thou must look pale and wonder, no 
Cha. 1 am heartily glad 1 came hither to 
you. If he come to-morrow I'll give him 
his payment. If ever he go alone again. I'll 
never wrestle for prize more. And so, God 
keep your worship 1 [Exi/. 

on. Farewell, good Charles. Now will I 
stir this gamester. I hope I shall see an end 
of him ; for my soul, yet I know not why, 
hates nothing more than he. Yet he’s 
gentle; never school’d and yet learned; 
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full of noble device; of all sorts enchant- 
ingly beloved ; and, indeed, so much in the 
heart of the world, and especially of my 
own people, who best know him, that 1 arn 
altogether misprised. But it shall not be so 
long ; this wrestler shall clear all. Nothing 
remains but that I kindle the buy thither, 
which now I'll go about. [Exit. 

Scene II. A lawn before the Dukc*$ palace. 

Enter Rosalind and Celia. 

Cel. I pray thee, Rosalind, sweet my coz. 
be merry. 

Ros. Dear Celia, I show more mirth than 
1 am mistress of; and would you yet 1 
were merrier ? Unless you could teach me 
to forget a banished father, you must not 
learn me how to remember any extra¬ 
ordinary pleasure. ^ 

Cel. Herein I sec thou lov'st me not with 
the full weight that 1 love thee. If my 
uncle, thy banished father, had ban^sh:^d 
thy uncle, the Duke my father, so thou 
hadst been still with me, I could have 
taught my love to take thy father for mine ; 
so wouldst thou, if I he truth of thy love to 
me were so righteously temper’d as mine 
is to thee. 11 

Ros. Well. 1 will forget the condition of 
my estate, to rejoice in yours. 

Cel. You know my father hath no child 
but I, nor none is like to have ; and, truly, 
when he dies thou shalt be his heir; for 
what he hath taken away from thy father 
perforce, I will render thee again in affec¬ 
tion. By mine honour, 1 will ; and when 
1 break that oatii, let me turn monster ; 
therefore, my sweet Rose, my dear Rose, 
be merry. 20 

Ros, From henceforth I will, coz, and 
devise sports. Let me sec ; what think you 
of falling in love ? 

Cel. Marry, I prithee, do, to make sport 
withal; but love no man in good earnest, 
nor no further in sport neither than with 
safety of a pure blush thou uuyst in 
honour come off again. 20 

Ros. What shall be our sport, then ? 

Cel. Let us sit and mock the good house¬ 
wife Fortune from her wheel, that her gifts 
may henceforth be bestowed equally. 3 > 
Ros. I would we could do so; for her 
benefits are mightily misplaced; and the 
bountiful blind woman doth most mistake 
in her gifts to women. 33 

Cel. ' lis true ; for those that she makes 
fair she scarce makes honest; and those 
that she makes honest she makes very ill- 
favouredly. 3<> 

Ros. Nay; now thou goest from For¬ 
tune's office to Nature’s : Fortune reigns 
in gifts of the world, not in the lineaments 
of Nature. 39 


Enter Touchstone. 

Cel. No ; when Nature hath made a fair 
creature, may she not by Fortune fall into 
the fire ? Though Nature hath given us wit 
to flout at Fortune, hath not Fortune sent 
in this fool to cut off the argument ? 43 

Ros. Indeed, there is Fortune too hard 
for Nature, when Fortune makes Nature's 
natural the cutter-off of Nature's wit. 40 
Cel. Peradventure this is not Fortune's 
work neither, but Nature’s, who perceiveth 
our natural wits too dull to reason of such 
goddesses, and hath sent this natural for 
ur whetstone ; for always the du h ess of 
the fool is the whetstone of the wits. How 
now, wit! Whither wander you ? 5* 

Touch. Mistress, you must come away to 
your father. 

Cel. Were you made the messenger ? 
Touch. No, by mine honour; but 1 was 
bid to come for you. 55 

Ros. Where learned you that oath, fool ? 
Touch. Of a certain knight that swore by 
his honour they were good pancakes, and 
swore by his honour the mustard was 
naught. Now I’ll stand to it, the pancakes 
were naught and the mustard was good, 
and yet was not the knight forsworn, (n 
Cel. How prove you that, in the great 
heap of your knowledge ? 

Ros. Ay, marry, now unmuzzle your 
wisdom. 

Touch. Stand you both forth now : stroke 
your chins, and swear by your beards that 
I am a knave. (>f> 

Cel. By our beards, if we had them, thou 
art. 

Touch. By my knavery, if I had it, then 
I were. But if you swear by that that is not, 
you are not forsworn ; no more was this 
knight, swearing by his honour, for he 
never had any ; or if he had, he had sworn 
it away before ever he saw those pancakes 
or that mustard. 72 

Cel. Prithee, who is't that thou mean'st ? 
Touch. One that old Frederick, your 
father, loves. 74 

Cel. My father’s love is enough to honour 
him. Enough, speak no more of him; you'll 
be whip: for taxation one of these days. 

Touch. The more pity that fools may not 
speak wisely what wise men do foolishly. 79 
Cel. By my troth, thou sayest true; for 
since the little wit that fools have was 
silenced, the little foolery that wise men 
have makes a great show. Here comes 
Monsieur Lc Beau. »3 

Enter Le Beau. 

Ros, With his mouth full of news. 

Cel. Which he will put on us as pigeons 
feed their young. 

Ros. Then shall we be oews-cramm’d. 86 



Scene 2] 

CeL All the better ; we shall be the more 
marketable. Bon jour, Monsieur Le Beau. 
What's the news ? 

Le Beau. Fair Princess, you have lost 
much good sport. 

CeL Sport! of what colour ? no 

Le Beau. What colour, madam ? How 
shall 1 answer you ? 

Kos. As wit and fortune will. 

Touch. Or as the Destinies decrees. 

CeL Well said; that was laid on with a 
trowel. 

Touch. Nay, if I keep not my rank— 95 
Ros. Thou loscst thy old smell. 

Le Beau. You amaze me, ladies. I would 
have told you of good wrestling, which you 
have lost the sight of. 

Ros. Yet tell us the manner of the 
wrestling. 99 

Le Beau. 1 will tell you the beginning, 
and, if it please your ladyships, you may 
see the end ; for the best is yet to do ; and 
here, where you are, they are coming to 
perform it. 10 

Cel. Well, the beginning that is dead and 
buried. 

Le Beau. There comes an old man and 
his three sons— 

CeL I could match this beginning with an 
old tale. 105 

Le Bean. Three proper young men, of 
excellent growth and presence. 

Ros, With b 11 s on their necks : ' Be it 
known unto all men by these presents'— 109 
Le Beau. The eldest of the three wrestled 
with Charles, the Duke's wrestler; which 
Charles in a moment threw him, and broke 
three of his ribs, that there is little hope of 
life in him. So he serv'd the second, and so 
the third. Yonder they lie ; the poor old 
man, their father, making such pitiful dole 
over them that all the beholders take his 
part with weeping. uc 

Ros. Alas! 

Touch. But what is the sport, monsieur, 
that the ladies have lost ? an 

Le Beau. Why, this that I speak of. 
Touch. Thus men may grow wiser every 
day. It is the first time that ever 1 heard 
breaking of ribs was sport for ladies. 

CeL Or I, I promise thee. ini 

Ros. But is there any else longs to see this 
broken music in his sides ? Is there yet 
another dotes upon rib-breaking ? Shall. 
we see this wrestling, cousin ? 

Le Beau. You must, if you stay here ; for 
here is the place appointed for the wrestling, 
and they are ready to perform it. 130 
CeL Yonder, sure, they are coming. Let 
us now stay and see it. 

Flourish. Enter Duke Frederick, Lords,; 
Orlando, Charles, and Attendants. I 

Duke F, Come on ; since the youth will i 
10 
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not be entreated, his own peril on his 
forwardness. 

Ros. Is yonder the man ? 135 

Le Beau. Even he, madam. 

CeL Alas, he is too young ; yet he looks 
successfully. 

Duke F. How now, daughter and cousin 1 
Are you crept hither to see the wrestling ? 

Ros. Ay, my liege ; so please you give us 
leave. 

Duke F. You will take little delight in it, 
I can tell you, there is such odds in the 
man. In pity of the challenger's youth I 
would fain dissuade him, but he will not be 
entreated. Speak to him, ladies ; see if 
you can move him. 

Cel. Call him hither, good Monsieur Le 
Beau. 145 

Duke F. Do so ; I'll not be by. 

[Duke Frederick ^oes apart. 
Le Beau. Monsieur the Challenger, the 
Princess calls for you. 

OrL 1 attend them with all respect and 
duty. 

Ros. Young man, have you challeng'd 
Charles the wrestler ? 151 

OrL No, fair Princess ; he is the general 
challenger. I come but in, as others do, to 
try with him the strength of my youth, 154 
CeL Young gentleman, your spirits are 
too bold for your years. You have seen 
cruel proof of this man's strength ; if you 
saw yourself with your eyes, or knew your¬ 
self with your judgment, the fear of your 
adventure would counsel you to a more 
equal enterprise. We pray you, for your 
own sake, to embrace your own safety and 
give over this attempt, j(k) 

Ros. Do, young sir; your reputation 
shall not therefore be misprised: we will 
make it our suit to the Duke that the 
wrestling might not go forward. 103 

OrL I beseech you, punish me not with 
your hard thoughts, wherein 1 confess me 
much guilty to deny so fair and excellent 
ladies any thing. But let your fair eyes and 
gentle wishes go with me to my trial; 
wherein if I be foil'd, there is but one 
sham'd that was never gracious ; if kill'd, 
but one dead that is willing to be so. I 
shall do my friends no wrong, for I have 
none to lament me ; the world no injury, 
for in it I have nothing ; only in the w'crld 
I fill up a place, which may be better 
supplied when I have made it empty. 

Ros. The little strength that 1 have, I 
would it were with you. 175 

CeL And mine to eke out hers. 

Ros. Fare you well. Pray heaven I be 
deceiv'd in you! 

CeL Your heart’s desires be with you! 
Cha. Come, where is this young gallant 
that is so desirous to lie with his mother 
earth ? iSo 
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Orl. Ready, sir ; but his will hath in it a 
more modest working, 

Duke F. You shall try but one fall. 

Cha, No, I warrant your Grace, you 
shall not entreat him to a second, that have 
so mightily persuaded him from a first. 

Orl, You mean to mock me after; you 
should not have mock'd me before; but 
come your ways. 

Ros, Now, Hercules be thy speed, young 
man! 

Cel, I would I were invisible, to catch the 
strong fellow by the leg. [Tfiev wrestle, 
Ros, O excellent young man ! lo 

Cel, If 1 had a thunderbolt in mine eye, 
I can tell who should down. 

fCiiar/es rs ihromx. Shout, 
Duke F, No more, no more. i-is 

Orl, Yes, I beseech your Grace; I am 
not yet well breath'd, 

Duke F, How dost thou, Charles ? 

Le Beau, He cannot speak, my lord. 
Duke F. Bear him away. What is thy 
name, young man ? 200 

Or!, Orlando, my liege ; the youngest son 
of Sir Rowland de Boys. 

Duke F, 1 would thou hadst been son to 
some man else. 

The world esteem'd thy father honourable. 
But I did find him still mine enemy. 21*^ 
Thou shouldst have better pleas'd me with 
this deed, 

Hadst thou descended from another house. 
But fare thee well; thou art a gallant 
youth; 

I would thou hadst told me of another 
father. 

[Exeunt Duke, Train, and Le Beau, 
Cel, Were 1 my father, coz, would I do 
this ? 

Orl, I am more proud to be Sir Rowland's 
son, 

His youngest son—and would not change 
that calling 

To be adopted heir to Frederick. 

Ros, My father lov'd Sir Rowland as his 
soul, 211 

And all the world was of my father's mind ; 
Had I before known this young man his 
son, 

1 should have given him tears unto en¬ 
treaties 217 

Ere he should thus have ventur'd. 

Cel, Gentle cousin. 

Let us go thank him, and encourage him ; 
My father's rough and envious disposition 
Sticks me at heart. Sir, you have well 
deserv’d; 221 

If you do keep your promises in love 
But justly as you have exceeded all 
promise, 

Your mistress shall be happy. 

Ros, Gentleman, 224 

[Gif'ing him a chain from her neck. 
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Wear this for me; one out of suits with 
fortune, 2 5 

That could give more, but that her hand 
lacks means. 

Shall wc go, coz ? 

Ccl, Ay. Fare you well, fair gentleman. 

Orl. Can I not say ' 1 thank you ' ? My 
better parts 

Are all thrown down ; and that which here 
stands up 

Is but a quintain, a mere lifeless block. 230 

Ros, He calls us back. My pride fell with 
my fortunes ; 

I'll ask him what he would. Did you call, 
sir ? 

Sir, you have wrestled well, and overthrown 
More than your enemies. 

Cel, Will you go, coz ? 

Ros, Have with you. Fare you well. 235 
[Exeunt Rosalind and Celia. 

Orl, What passion hangs these weights 
upon my tongue ? 

I cannot speak to her, yet she urg'd con¬ 
ference. 

O poor Orlando, thou art overthrown ! 

Or Charles or something weaker masters 
thee. 

Re-enter Le Beau. 

Le Beau, Good sir, I do in friendship 
counsel you 240 

To leave this place. Albeit you have 
deserv’d 

High commendation, true applause, and 
love. 

Yet such is now the Duke’s condition 
That he misconstrues all that you have 
done. 244 

The Duke is humorous ; what he is, indeed, 
More suits you to conceive than I to speak 
of. 

Orl, I thank you, sir ; and pray you tell 
me this: 

Which of the two was daughter of the Duke 
That here was at the wrestling ? 

Le Beau, Neither his daughter, if we 
judge by manners ; 250 

But yet, indeed, the smaller is his daughter; 
The other is daughter to the banish’d Duke, 
And here detain’d by her usurping uncle. 
To keep his daughter company ; whose 
loves 254 

Are dearer than the natural bond of sisters. 
But I can tell you that of late this Duke 
Hath ta’en displeasure 'gainst his gentle 
niece. 

Grounded upon no other argument 
But that the people praise her for her 
virtues 

And pity her for her good father's sake; 260 
And, on my life, his malice 'gainst the 
lady 

Will suddenly break forth. Sir, fare you 
well. 
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Hereafter, in a better world than this, 

I shall desire more love and knowledge of 
you. 

Orl I rest much bounden to you ; fare 
you well. [Exit he Beau. 

Thus must I from the smoke into the 
smother; 

From tyrant Duke unto a tyrant brother. 
But heavenly Rosalind I [Exit, 

Scene III. Tfte Duke*s palace. 

Enter Celia and Rosalind. 

CcL Why, cousin ! why, Rosalind ! Cupid 
have mercy I Not a word ? 

Ros. Not one to throw at a dog. 

Cel. No, thy words are too precious to be 
cast away upon curs ; throw some of them 
at me ; come, lame me with reasons. o 
Ros. Then there were two cousins laid up, 
when the one should be lam’d with reasons 
and the other mad without any. 

Cel. But is all this for your father ? m 
Ros. No, some of it is for my child’s 
father. O, how full of briers is this working- 
day world ! 

Cel. They are but burs, cousin, thrown 
upon thee in holiday foolery ; if we walk 
not in the trodden paths, our very petti¬ 
coats will catch them. is 

Ros. I could shake them off my coat: 
these burs arc in my heart. 

Cel. Hem them away. 

Ros. I would try, if 1 could cry ‘ hem' and 
have him. 

Cel. Come, come, wrestle with thy 
affections. -o 

Ros. O, they take the part of a better 
wrestler than myself. 

Cel. O, a good wish upon you I You will 
try in time, in despite of a fall. But, turning 
these jests out of service, let us talk in good 
earnest. Is it possible, on such a sudden, 
you should fall into so strong a liking with 
old Sir Rowland’s youngest son ? 27 

Ros. The Duke my father lov’d his father 
dearly. 

Cel. Doth it therefore ensue that you 
should love his son dearly ? By this kind 
of chase I should hate him, for my father 
hated his father dearly ; yet I hate not 
Orlando. 31 

Ros. No, faith, hate him not, for my sake. 
Cel. Why should I not ? Doth he not 
dei erve well ? 

Enter Duke Frederick, with Lords. 

Ros. Let me love him for that; and do 
yon love him because 1 do. Look, here 
conu". the Duke. 35 

Cel. With his eyes full of anger. 

Duke F. Mistress, dispatch you with your 
safest haste. 

And get you from our court* 
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Ros. Me, uncle ? 

Duke F. You, cousin. 

Within these ten days if that thou beest 
found 

So near our public court as twenty miles, 
Thou diest for it. 

Ros. 1 do beseech your Grace, 

Let me the knowledge of my fault bear with 
me. 

If with myself I hold intelligence. 

Or have acquaintance with mine own 
desires; 44 

If that I do not dream, or be not frantic— 
As 1 do trust 1 am not—then, dear uncle. 
Never so much as in a thought unborn 
Did 1 offend your Highness. 

Duke F. Thus do all traitors ; 

If their purgation did consist in words. 
They are as innocent as grace itself. 50 
Let it suffice thee that I trust thee not. 

Ros. Yet your mistrust cannot make me 
a traitor. 

Tell me whereon the likelihood depends. 

Duke F. Thou art thy father’s daughter ; 
there's enough. 

Ros. So was 1 when your Highness took 
his dukedom : 55 

So was I when your Highness banish'd him. 
Treason is not inherited, my lord ; 

Or, if we did derive it from our friends, 
What's that to me ? My father was no 
traitor. 

Then, good my liege, mistake me not so 
much 60 

To think my poverty is treacherous. 

Cel. Dear sovereign, hear me speak. 

Duke F. Ay, Celia; we stay'd her for 
your sake, 

Else had she with her father rang’d along. 

Ccl. I did not then entreat to have her 
stay; <>5 

It was your pleasure, and your own 
remorse ; 

I was too young that time to value her. 
But now 1 know her. If she be a traitor. 
Why so am I; we still have slept together. 
Rose at an instant, Icarn’d, play’d, eat 
together; 70 

And wheresoe’er we went, like Juno's 
swans. 

Still we went coupled and inseparable. 

Duke F. She is too subtle for thee; and 
her smoothness. 

Her very silence and her patience. 

Speak to the people, and they pity her. 75 
Thou art a fool. She robs thee of thy name: 
And thou wilt show more bright and seem 
more virtuous 

When she is gone. Then open not thy lips. 
Firm and irrevocable is my doom 
Which I have pass’d upon her; she is 
banish’d. ao 

Cel. Pronounce that sentence, then, on 
me, my liege; 
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1 cannot live out of her company. 

Duke F. You are a fool. You, niece, 
provide yourself. 83 

If you outstay the time, upon mine honour. 
And in the greatness of my word, you die. 

f Exeunt Duke and Lords, 

Cel, O my poor Rosalind ! Whither wilt 
thou go ? 

Wilt thou change fathers ? I will give thee 
mine. 

I charge thee be not thou more griev’d than 
1 am. 

Ros, I have more cause. 

Cel, Ihou hast not, cousin. 

Prithee be cheerful. Know’st thou not the 
Duke 

Hath banish’d me, his daughter ? 

Ros. That he hath not. 

Cel. No, hath not ? Rosalind lacks, then, 
the love 

Which teacheth thee that thou and 1 am 
one. 

Shall we be sund’red ? Shall we part, sweet 
girl ? 

No ; let my father seek another heir. •)^ 
Therefore devise with me how we may fly. 
Whither to go, and what to bear with us ; 
And do not seek to take your charge upon 
you, 

To bear your griefs yourself, and leave me 
out; 

For, by this heaven, now at our sorrows 
pale, 100 

Say what thou canst, I’ll go along with thee. 

Ros. Why, whither shall we go ? 

Cel. To seek my uncle in the Forest of 
Arden. 

Ros, Alas, what danger will it be to us, 
Maids as we arc, to travel forth so far ! 105 
Beauty provoketh thieves sooner than gold. 

Cel. ril put myself in poor and mean 
attire, 

And with a kind of umber smirch my 
face; 

The like do you; so shall we pass along, 10 > 
And never stir assailants. 

Ros, Were it not better. 

Because that I am more than common tall. 
That 1 did suit me all points like a man ? 
A gallant curtle-axe upon my thigh, 

A boar spear in my hand; and—in my 
heart 

Lie there what hidden woman’s fear there 
will— 11 

We’ll have a swashing and a martial out¬ 
side. 

As many other mannish cowards have 
That do outface it with their semblances. 

Cel, What shall 1 call thee when thou art 
a man ? 

Ros, I’ll have no worse a name than 
Jove’s own page, 1 

And therefore look you call me Ganymede. 
But what will you be call'd ? 
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Cel. Something that hath a reference to 
my state: 

No longer Celia, but Aliena. 

Ros. But, cousin, what if we assay’d to 
steal 12.S 

The clownish fool out of your father’s court? 
Would he not be a comfoi t to our travel ? 
Cel. He’ll go along o’er the wide world 
with me; 

Leave me alone to woo him. Let’s away, 
And get our jewels and our wealth together; 
Devise the fittest time and safest way t ^ 
To hide us from pursuit that will be made 
After my flight. Now go we in content 
To liberty, and not to banishment. [Exeunf. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. The Forest of Arden. 

Enter Duke Senior, Amiens, and two or 
three Lords, like foresters. 

Duke S, Now, my co-mates and brothers 
in exile. 

Hath not old custom made this life more 
sweet 

Than that of painted pomp ? Are not these 
woods 

More free from peril than the envious court? 
Here feel we n t the penalty of Adam, 5 
The seasons’ difference; as the icy fang 
And churlish chiding of the winter’s wind, 
Which when it bites and blows upon my 
body, 

Even till I shrink with cold, I smile and say 
‘ This is no flattery ; these are counsellors 
That feelingly persuade me what 1 am 
Sweet are the uses of adversity ; 

Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head ; 11 
And this our life, exempt from public haunt, 
Finds tongues in trees, books in the running 
brooks. 

Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 
1 would not change it. 

Ami. Happy is your Grace, 

That can translate the stubbornness of 
fortune 

Into so quiet and so sweet a style. 20 
Duke S, Come, shall we go and kill us 
venison ? 

And yet it irks me the poor dappled fools, 
Being native burghers of this desert city. 
Should, in their own confines, with forked 
heads 21 

Have their round haunches gor’d. 

I Lord, Indeed, my lord. 

The melancholy Jaques grieves at that; 
And, in that kind, swears you do more 
usurp 

Than doth your brother that hath banish’d 
you. 

To-day my Lord of Amiens and myself 
Did steal behind him as he lay along 30 
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Under an oak whose antique root peeps 
out 

Upon the brook that brawls along this 
wood! 

To the which place a poor sequestTcd 
stag, 

That from the hunter’s aim had ta’en a 
hurt, 

Did come to languish ; and, indeed, my 
lord, r' 

The wretched animal heav'd forth such 
groans 

That their discharge did stretch his leathern 
coat 

Almost to bursting ; and the big round 
tears 

Cours’d one another down his innocent 

nOwSe ;;) 

In piteous chase ; and thus the hairy fool, 
Much marked of the melancholy Jaques, 
Stood on th' extremest verge of the swift 
brook. 

Augmenting it with tears. 

Duke S. But what said Jaques ? 

Did he not moralize this spectacle ? »t 

1 Lord. O, yes, into a thousand similes. 
First, for his weeping into the needless 

stream: 

‘ Poor deer,’ quoth he ' thou mak’st a testa¬ 
ment 

As worldlings do, giving thy sum of more 
To that which had too much Then, being 
there alone, i j 

Left and abandoned of his velvet friends: 
‘ ’Tis right; ’ quoth he ‘ thus misery doth 
part 

The flux of company ’. Anon, a careless 
herd. 

Full of the pasture, jumps along by him 
And never stays to greet him. ‘ Ay,’ quoth 
Jaques 

‘ Sweep on, you fat and greasy citizens ; 55 
’Tis just the fashion. Wlierefore do you 
look 

Upon that poor and broken bankrupt 
there ?’ 

Thus most invectively he pierceth through 
The body of the country, city, court, 

Yea, and of this our life; swearing that 
we 

Are mere usurpers, tyrants, and what’s 
worse. 

To fright the animals, and to kill them up 
In their assign’d and native dwelling-place. 

Duke S. And did you leave him in this 
contemplation ? 

2 Lord. We did, my lord, weeping and 

commenting 65 

Upon the sobbing deer. 

Duke S. Show me the place ; 

1 love to cope him in these sullen fits. 

For then he’s full of matter. 

1 Lord. rU bring you to him straight. f> > 

[Exeunt, 


Scene II. The Duke*s palace. 

Enter Duke Frederick, with Lords. 

Duke F. Can it be possible that no man saw 
them ? 

It cannot be ; some villains of my court 
Are of consent and sufferance in this. 

1 Lord. 1 cannot hear of any that did see 

her. 4 

The ladies, her attendants of her chamber. 
Saw her abed, and in the morning early 
They found the bed untreasur’d of their 
mistress. 

2 Lord. My lord, the roynish clown, at 

whom so oft 

Your Grace was wont to laugh, is also 
missing. 

Hisperia, the Princess' gentlewoman, i * 
Confesses that she secretly o’erheard 
Your daughter and her cousin much com¬ 
mend 

The parts and graces of the wrestler 
That did but lately foil the sinewy Charles; 
And she believes, wherever they are gone. 
That youth is surely in their company. i(< 

Duke F. Send to his brother ; fetch that 
gallant hither. 

If he be absent, bring his brother to me; 
I’ll make him find him. Do this suddenly ; 
And let not search and inquisition quail> 
To bring again these foolish runaways. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene III. Before Olivers house. 

Enter Orlando and Adam, meeting. 

Orl. Who’s there ? 

Adam. What, my young master ? O my 
gentle master I 

O my sweet master ! O you memory 
Of old Sir Rowland I Why, what make you 
here ? 

Why are you virtuous ? Why do people 
love you ? 5 

And wherefore are you gentle, strong, and 
valiant ? 

Why would you be so fond to overcome 
The bonny prizer of the humorous Duke ? 
Your praise is come too swiftly home before 
you. 

Know you not, master, to some kind of 
men 10 

Their graces serve them but as enemies ? 
No more do yours. Your virtues, gentle 
master, 

Are sanctified and holy traitors to you. 

O, what a world is this, when what is 
comely 

Envenoms him that bears it! x 5 

Orl. Why, what’s the matter ? 

Adam. O unhappy youth I 

Come not within these doors; within this 
roof 

The enemy of all your graces lives. 
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Your brother—no, no brother; yet the 
son— 

Yet not the son ; I will not call him son 20 
Of him 1 was about to call his father— 
Hath heard your praises ; and this night he 
means 

To burn the lodging where you use to lie. 
And you within it. If he fail of that. 

He will have other means to cut you off; 
I overheard him and his practices. 2^ 
This is no place; this house is but a 
butchery; 

Abhor it, fear it, do not enter it. 

OrU Why, whither, Adam, wouldst thou 
have me go ? 

Adam. No matter whither, so you come 
not here. 30 

OrL What, wouldst thou have me go and 
beg my food, 

Or with a base and boisterous sword enforce 
A thievish living on the common road ? 
This I must do, or know not what to do ; 
Yet this 1 will not do, do how I can. 

I rather will subject me to the malice 
Of a diverted blood and bloody brother. 
Adam. But do not so. I have five 
hundred crowns, 

The thrifty hire 1 sav'd under your father. 
Which I did store to be my foster-nurse, v 
When service should in my old limbs lie 
lame. 

And unregarded age in corners thrown. 
Take that, and He that doth the ravens 
feed, 

Yea, providently caters for the sparrow. 

Be co.i fort to my agei Here is the gold; 4‘. 
All this 1 give you. Let me be your 
servant; 

Though I look old, yet 1 am strong and 
lusty ; 

For in my youth I never did apply 
Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood. 
Nor did not with unbashful forehead woo 
The means of weakness and debility ; 51 

Therefore my age is as a lusty winter, 
Frosty, but kindly. Let me go with you; 
ril do the service of a younger man 
In all your business and necessities. 5*; 

OrL O good old man, how well in thee 
appears 

The constant service of the antique world, 
When service sweat for duty, not for meed ! 
Thou art not for the fashion of these times. 
Where none will sweat but for promotion, 
And having that do choke their service up 
Even with the having; it is not so with 
tlice. f> 

But, poor old man, thou prun’st a rotten 
tree 

That cannot so much as a blossom yield 
In lieu of all thy pains and husbandry. C' 
But come thy ways, we’ll go along together. 
And ere wc have thy youthful wages spent 
We’ll light upon some settled low content. 
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Adam. Master, go on ; and 1 will follow 
thee 

To the last gasp, with truth and loyalty. 70 
From seventeen years till now almost four¬ 
score 

Here lived I, but now live here no more. 

At seventeen years many their fortunes 
seek, 

But at fourscore it is too late a week ; 74 

Yet fortune cannot recompense me better 
Than to die well and not my master’s 
debtor. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. The Forest of Arden. 

Enter Rosalind for Ganymede, Celia for 
Aliena, and Clown alias Touchstone. 

Ros. O Jupiter, how weary are my spirits! 
Touch. 1 care not for my spirits, if my 
legs were not weary. 3 

Ros. 1 could find in my heart to disgrace 
my man’s apparel, and to cry like a woman; 
but 1 must comfort the weaker vessel, as 
doublet and hose ought to show itself 
courageous to petticoat; therefore, cour¬ 
age, good Aliena. 7 

Cel. I pray you bear with me ; I cannot 
go no further. 

Touch. For my part, I had rather bear 
with you than bear you ; yet I should bear 
no cross if 1 did bear you ; for 1 think you 
have no money in your purse. n 

Ros. Well, this is the Forest of Arden. 
Touch. Ay, now am 1 in Arden: the 
more fool 1 ; when 1 was at home 1 was in 
a better place; but travellers must be 
content. 13 

Enter Corin and Silvius. 

Ros. Ay, be so, good Touchstone. Look 
you, who comes here, a young man and 
an old in solemn talk. 

Cor. That is the way to make her scorn 
you still. 

Sil. O Corin. that thou knew’st how I do 
love her! 2u 

Cor. I partly guess; for 1 have lov’d ere 
now. 

SU. No, Corin, being old, thou canst not 
guess. 

Though in thy youth thou wast as true a 
lover 

As ever sigh’d upon a midnight pillow. 

But if thy love were ever like to mine, 25 
As sure I think did never man love so. 
How many actions most ridiculous 
Hast thou been drawn to by thy fantasy ? 
Cor. Into a thousand that 1 have for¬ 
gotten. 

Sil, O, thou didst then never love so 
heartily I 30 

If thou rem^mb’rest not the slightest folly 
'I hat ever love did make thee run into. 
Thou hast not lov’d ; 
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Or if thou hast not sat as I do now, 31 
Wearing thy hearer in thy mistress’ praise. 
Thou hast not lov'd ; 

Or if thou hast not broke from company 
Abruptly, as my passion now makes me. 
Thou hast not lov'd. 

O Phebe, Phebe, Phebe! [Exil Silvius. 
Ros, Alas, poor shepherd! searching of 
thy wound, 11 

I have by hard adventure found mine own. 

Touch. And I mine. I remember, when 1 
was in love, I broke my sword upon a stone, 
and bid him take that for coming a-night 
to Jane Smile ; and I remember the kissing 
of her batler, and the cow’s dugs that her 
pretty chopt hands had milk’d ; and 1 
remember the wooing of a peascod instead 
of her ; from whom 1 took two cods, and, 
giving her them again, said with weeping 
tears ‘ Wear these for my sake ’, We that 
arc true lovers run into strange capers ; but 
as all is mortal in nature, so is all nature in 
love mortal in folly. 5-’ 

Ros, Thou speak’st wiser than thou art 
ware of. 

Touch. Nay, I shall ne’er be ware of mine 
own wit till I break my shins against it. 35 
Ros. Jove, Jove ! this shepherd’s passion 
is much upon my fashion. 

Touch. And mine; but it grows some¬ 
thing stale with me. 

Cel. 1 pray you, one of you question yond 
man 

If he for gold will give us any food ; <x> 

I faint almost to death. 

Touch. Holla, you clown ! 

Ros. Peace, fool; he's not thy kinsman. 
Cor. Who calls ? 

Touch. Your betters, sir. 

Cor. Else are they very wretched. 
Ros. Peace, I say. Good even to you, 
friend. 

Cor. And to you, gentle sir, and to you 
all. 

Ros. I prithee, shepherd, if that love or 
gold 

Can in this desert place buy entertainment. 
Bring us where we may rest ourselves and 
feed. 

Here's a young maid with travel much 
oppress’d, <•< 

And faints for succour. 

Cor. Fair sir, 1 pity her. 

And wish, for her sake more than for mine 
own, 

My fortunes were more able to relieve her ; 
But 1 am shepherd to another man. 

And do not shear the fleeces that I graze. 
My master is of churlish disposition, 73 
And little recks to find the way to heaven 
By doing deeds of hospitality. 

Besides, his cote, his flocks, and bounds of 
feed, 

Are now on sale; and at our sheepcote now. 


By reason of his absence, there is nothing 
That you will feed on; but what is, come 
sec. 

And in my voice mast welcome shall you be, 
Ros. What is he that shall buy his flock 
and pasture ? 

Cor. That young swain that you saw 
here but erewhile. 

That little cares for buying any thing. 85 
Ros. I pray thee, if it stand with honesty, 
Buy thou the cottage, pasture, and the 
flock. 

And thou shalt have to pay for it of us. 
Cel. And we will mend thy wages. 1 like 
this place. 

And willingly could waste my time in it. 90 
Cor. Assuredly the thing is to be sold. 
Go with me ; if you like upon report 
The soil, the profit, and this kind of life, 

I will your very faithful feeder be, 94 
And buy it with your gold right suddenly. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene V. Another part of the Forest. 
Enter Amiens, Jaques, and Others. 
Song. 

Ami. Under the greenwood tree 
Who loves to lie with me. 

And turn his merry note 
Unto the sweet bird’s throat, 
Come hither, come hither, come hither. 5 
Here shall he see 
No enemy 

But winter and rough weather, 

Jag. More, more, I prithee, more. 

Ami. It will make you melancholy, 
Monsieur Jaques. 10 

.fag. I thank it. More, I prithee, more. 
I can suck melancholy out of a song, as a 
weasel sucks eggs. More, 1 prithee, more. 

Ami. My voice is ragged ; I know I 
cannot please you. 14 

Jaq. 1 do not desire you to please me ; I 
do desire you to sing. Come, more ; an¬ 
other stanzo. Call you ’em stanzos ? 

Ami. What you will. Monsieur Jaques. 
Jaq. Nay, I care not for their names; 
they owe me nothing. Will you sing ? 

Ami. More at your request than to please 
myself. 20 

Jaq. Well then, if ever 1 thank any man. 
I'll thank you ; but that they call compli¬ 
ment is like th’ encounter of two dog-ap;s ; 
and when a man thanks me heartily, me- 
thinks I have given him a penny, and he 
renders me the beggarly thanks. Come, 
sing; and you that will not, hold your 
tongues. 26 

Ami. Well, I’ll end the song. Sirs, cover 
the while ; the Duke will drink under this 
tree. He hath been all this day to look you. 
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Jaq, And I have been all this day to 
avoid him. He is too disputable for my 
company. 1 think of as many matters as 
he; but I give heaven thanks, and make 
no boast of them. Come, warble, come. 33 

Song, 

All together here. 

Who doth ambition shun. 

And loves to live i* th' sun, 3r^ 

Seeking the food he cats, 

And pleas’d with what he gets. 

Come hither, come hither, come hither. 
Here shall he sec 

No enemy 4- 

But winter and rough weather. 

Jaq, I’ll give you a verse to this note 
that 1 made yesterday in despite of my 
invention. 

Ami, And I’ll sing it. 

Jaq, Thus it goes : 45 

If it do come to pass 
That any man turn ass, 

Leaving his wealth and ease 
A stubborn will to please. 

Duedame, duedame, duedame ; 50 

Here shall he see 
Gross fools as he, 

An if he will come to me. 

Ami, What’s that ‘ duedame ' ? m 

Jaq, ’Tis a Greek invocation, to call fools 
into a circle. I’ll go sleep, if I can ; if I 
cannot, 1*11 rail against all the first-born of 
Eg>’pt. 

Ami, And I’ll go seek the Duke; his 
banquet is prepar’d. [Exeunf severally. 

Scene VI. The forest. 

Enter Orlando and Adam. 

Adam. Dear master, I can go no further. 
O, I die for food! Here lie I down, and 
measure out my grave. Farewell, kind 
master. 

Orl. Why, how now, Adam ! No greater 
heart in thee ? Live a little ; comfort a 
little; cheer thyself a little. If this un¬ 
couth forest yield anything savage, I will 
either be food for it or bring it for food to 
thee. Thy conceit is nearer death than thy 
powers. For my sake be comfortable ; hold 
death awhile at the arm’s end. I will here 
be with thee presently ; and if 1 bring 
thee not something to eat, I will give thee 
leave to die; but if thou diest before 1 
come, thou art a mocker of my labour. 
Well said ! thou look’st checrly; and I’ll 
be with thee quickly. Yet thou liest in the 
bleak air. Come, 1 will bear thee to some 
shelter ; and thou shalt not die for lack of 
a dinner, if there live any thing in this 
desert. Cheerly, good Adam I [Exeunt, 

26^ 


Scene VII. The forest. 

A table set out. Enter Duke Senior, Amiens, 
and Lords, like outlaws, 

Duke S. I think he be transform’d into a 
beast; 

For I can nowhere find him like a man. 

1 Lord, My lord, he is but even now gone 
hence; 

Here was he merry, hearing of a song. 

Duke S. If he, compact of jars, grow 
musical, 5 

We shall have shortly discord in the 
spheres. 

Go seek him ; tell him 1 would speak with 
him. 

Enter Jaques. 

1 Lord, He saves my labour by his own 
approach. 

Duke S, Why, how now, monsieur ! what 
a life is this. 

That your poor friends must woo your com¬ 
pany ? 1 ) 

What, you look merrily ! 

Jaq. A fool, a fool! I met a fool i’ th’ 
forest, 

A motley fool. A miserable world ! 

As I do live by food, I met a fool. 

Who laid him down and bask’d him in the 
sun, 15 

And rail’d on Lady Fortune in good terms, 
In good set terms—and yet a motley fool. 

’ Good morrow, fool' quoth 1; ‘ No, sir,' 
quoth he 

‘ Call me not fool till heaven hath sent me 
fortune.’ 

And then he drew a dial from his poke, > 
And, looking on it with lack-lustre eye, 
Says very wisely ' It is ten o’clock ; 

Thus we may see ’ quoth he ’ how the 
world wags; 

Tis but an hour ago since it was nine ; 

And after one hour more ’twill be eleven ; 
And so, from hour to hour, we ripe and ripe, 
And then, from hour to hour, we rot and rot; 
And thereby hangs a tale ’. When I did hear 
The motley fool thus moral on the time. 

My lungs began to crow like chanticleer 3 » 
That fools should be so deep contemplative; 
And I did laugh sans intermission 
An hour by his dial. O noble fool! 

A worthy fool 1 Motley’s the only wear. 

Duke S, What fool is this ? 35 

Jaq. O worthy fool 1 One that hath been 
a courtier, 

And says, if ladies be but young and fair, 
They have the gift to know it; and in his 
brain, 

Which is as dry as the remainder biscuit 
After a voyage, he hath strange places 
cramm’d 

With observation, the which he vents 
In mangled forms. O that I were a fool I 
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1 am ambitious for a motley coat. 

Duke S, Thou shalt have ouc. 

Jaq, It is my only suit, 

Provided that you weed your better judg¬ 
ments 4!) 

Of all opinion that grows rank in them 
That 1 am wise. I must have liberty 
Withal, as large a charter as the wind, 

To blow' on whom 1 please, for so fools have; 
And they that are most galled with my 
folly, V' 

They most must laugh. And why, sir, must 
they so ? 

llie why is plain as way to parish church: 
He that a fool doth very wisely hit 
Doth very foolishly, although he smart, 
Not to seem senseless of the bob ; if not, 
Ihe wise man's folly is anatomiz’d 
Kven by the squand'ring glances of the fool. 
Invest me in my motley ; give me leave 
To speak my mind, and I will through and 
through so 

Cleanse the foul body of th’ infected world. 
If they will patiently receive mv medicine. 
Duke S, Fie on thee ! I can tell what thou 
wouldst do. 

Jac(. What, for a counter, would I do but 
good ? 

Duke S. Most mischievous foul sin, in 
chiding sin ; 

For thou thyself hast been a libertine, 

As sensual as the brutish sting itself; 

And all th' embossed sores and headed 
evils 

That thou with licence of free foot hast 
caught 

Wouldst thou disgorge into the general 
world. 

Ja^. Why, who cries out on pride 70 
lhat can therein tax any private party ? 
Doth it not flow as hugely as the sea, 

Till that the wearer’s very means do ebb ? 
What woman in the city do I name 
When that I say the city-woman bears 75 
The cost of princes on unworthy shoulders ? 
Who can come in and say that 1 mean her. 
When such a one as she such is her neigh¬ 
bour ? 

Or what is he of basest function 
That says his bravery is not on my cost, '<*> 
Thinking that I mean him, but therein suits 
His folly to the mettle of my speech ? 
Fhere then ! how then ? what then ? Let 
me see wherein 

My tongue hath wrong’d him ; if it do him 
right, 

Then he hath wrong’d himself; if he be 
free, ss 

Why then my taxing like a wild-goose flies, 
Unclaim’d of any man. But who comes 
here ? 

Enter Orlando, with his sword drawn. 
Orl, Forbear, and eat no more. 


Jaq. Why, I have eat none yet. 

Orl. Nor shalt not, till necessity be serv’d. 

Jaq. Of what kind should this cock come 
of ? fjo 

Duke S. Art thou thus bolden’d, man, by 
thy distress ? 

Or else a rude despiscr of good manners, 
That in civility thou seem’st so empty ? 

Orl. You touch'd my vein at first: the 
thorny point 

or bare distress hath ta’en from me the 
show '>5 

Of smooth civility ; yet am I inland bred. 
And know some nurture. But forbear, 1 
say ; 

He dies that touches any of this fruit 
Till 1 and my affairs are answered. 

Jaq. An you will not be answer’d with 
reason, 1 must die. i‘>i 

Duke S. What wpuld you have ? Your 
gentleness shall force 

More than your force move us to gentleness. 

Orl. 1 almost die for food, and let me 
have it. 

Duke S. Sit down and feed, and welcome 
to our table. 

Orl. Speak you so gently ? Pardon me, X 
pray you ; 

I thought that all things had been savage 
here, 

And therefore put I on the countenance 
Of stern commandment. But whate’er you 
are 

That in this desert inaccessible, »to 

Under the shade of melancholy boughs. 
Lose and neglect the creeping hours of 
time ; 

If ever you have look’d on better days. 

If ever been where bells have knoll'd to 
church, 

If ever sat at any good man’s feast, 115 
If ever from your eyelids wip’d a tear. 
And know what 'tis to pity and be pitied. 
Let gentleness my strong enforcement be; 
In the which hope I blush, and hide my 
sword. 

Duke S. True is it that we have seen 
better days, 1:10 

And have with holy bell been knoll'd to 
church. 

And sat at good men’s feasts, and wip’d our 
eyes 

Of drops that sacred pity hath engend’red ; 
And therefore sit you down in gentleness, 
And take upon command what help we 
have 1.15 

That to your wanting may be minist’red. 

Orl. Then but forbear your food a little 
while. 

Whiles, like a doe, I go to find my fawn, 
And give it food. There is an old poor 
man 

Who after me hath many a weary step i^o 
Limp’d in pure love; till he be first suffic’d, 
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Oppress'd with two weak evils, age and 
hunger, 

I will not touch a bit. 

Duke S, Go find him out. 

And we will nothing waste till you return. 

Orl, I thank ye; and be blest for your 
good comfort ! \Exit. 

Duke S. Thou seest we are not all alone 
unhappy : 

This wide and universal theatre 
Presents more woeful pageants than the 
scene 13s 

Wherein we play in. 

Jag. All the world's a stage, 

And all the men and women merely players; 
They have their exits and their entrances ; 
And one man in his time plays many parts. 
His acts being seven ages. At first the 
infant, 

Mewling and puking in the nurse's arms; 
Then the whining school-boy, with his 
satchel 145 

And shining morning face, creeping like 
snail 

Unwillingly to school. And then the lover, 
Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad 
Made to his mistress’ eyebrow. Then a 
soldier. 

Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the 
pard, IV* 

Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in 
quarrel, 

Seeking the bubble reputation 
Even in the cannon's mouth. And then the 
justice, 

In fair round belly with good capon lin'd. 
With eyes severe and beard of formal cut. 
Full of wise saws and modern instances; j 
And so he plays his part. The sixth age shifts 
Into the lean and slipper’d pantaloon, 

With spectacles on nose and pouch on side. 
His youthful hose, well sav’d, a world too 
wide i(»i. 

For his shrunk shank ; and his big manly 
voice, 

Turning again toward childish treble, pipes 
And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all, 
That ends this strange eventful history. 

Is second childishness and mere oblivion; 
Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans every 
thing. iw* 

Re-enter Orlando tuith Adam. 

Duke S. Welcome. Set down your 
venerable burden. 

And let him feed. 

Orl. 1 thank you most for him. 

Adam. So had you need ; 

I scarce can speak to thank you for myself. 

Duke S. Welcome; fall to. I will not 
trouble you *7» 

As yet to question you about your fortunes. 
Give us some music; and, good cousin, 
sing. 


vSong. 

Blow, blow, thou winter wind, 

Thou art not so unkind m 

As man’s ingratitude; 

Thy tooth is not so keen, 

Because thou art not seen, 

Although thy breath be rude. 
Heigh-ho ! sing heigh-ho! unto the green 
holly. 

Most friendship is feigning, most loving 
mere folly. 

Then, heigh-ho, the holly I 
This life is most jolly. 

Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky. 

That dost not bite so nigh 185 

As benefits forgot; 

Though thou the waters warp. 

Thy sting is not so sharp 
As friend rememb’red not. 
Heigh-ho 1 sing, &c. 190 

Duke S. If that you were the good Sir 
Rowland's son, 

As you have whisper’d faithfully you were. 
And as mine eye doth his efiigies witness 
Most truly limn’d and living in your face. 
Be truly welcome hither. I am the Duke 
That lov’d your father. The residue of your 
fortune, t<>c> 

Go to my cave and tell me. Good old man. 
Thou art right welcome as thy master is. 
Support him by the arm. Give me your 
hand, i >0 

And let me all your fortunes understand. 

lExeunt. 

ACT THREE 
Scene I. The palace. 

Enter Duke Frederick, Oliver, and 
Lords. 

Duke F. Not see him since ! Sir, sir, that 
cannot be. 

But were I not the better part made mercy, 
1 should not seek an absent argument 
Of my revenge, thou present. But look 
to it: 

Find out thy brother wheresoe'er he is ; 5 
Seek him with candle; bring him dead or 
living 

Within this twelvemonth, or turn thou no 
more 

To seek a living in our territory. 

Thy lands and all things that thou dost call 
thine 9 

Worth seizure do we seize into our hands. 
Till thou canst quit thee by thy brother’s 
mouth 

Of what we think against thee. 
on. O that your Highness knew my heart 
in this! 

I never lov’d my brother in my life. 

Duke F. More villain thou. Well, push 
him out of doors; 15 
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And let my officers of such a nature 
Make an extent upon his house and 
lands. 

Do this expediently* and turn him going. 

[Exeunt 

Scene II. Tlte forest 
Enter Orlando, with a paper, 

Ort Hang there, my verse, in witness of 
my love; 

And thou, thrice crowned Queen of Night, 
survey 

With thy chaste eye, from thy pale sphere 
above, 

Thy huntress’ name that my full life doth 
sway. 4 

O Rosalind ! these trees shall be my books, 
And in their barks my thoughts I’ll 
character. 

That every eye which in this forest looks 
Shall see thy virtue witness’d every 
where. 

Run, run, Orlando *, carve on every tree, 9 
The fair, the chaste, and unexpressive she. 

[Exit. 

Enter Corin and Touchstone. 

Cor. And how like you this shepherd’s 
life, Master Touchstone ? r 

Touch. Truly, shepherd, in respect of 
itself, it is a good life; but in respect that it 
is a shepherd's life, it is nought. In respect 
that it is solitary, I like it very well; but in 
respect that it is private, it is a very vile 
life. Now in respect it is in the fields, it 
pleaseth me well; but in respect it is not 
in the court, it is tedious. As it is a spare 
life, look you, it fits my humour well; but 
as there is no more plenty in it, it goes 
much against my stomach. Hast any 
philosophy in thee, shepherd ? 21 

Cor. No more but that I know the more 
one sickens the worse at ease he is; and 
that he that wants money, means, and con¬ 
tent, is without three good friends ; that 
the property of rain is to wet, and fire to 
burn ; that good pasture makes fat sheep ; 
and that a great cause of the night is lack 
of the sun; that he that hath learned no 
wit by nature nor art may complain of good 
breeding, or comes of a very dull kindred. 

Touch. Such a one is a natural philoso¬ 
pher. Wast ever in court, shepherd ? 30 

Cor. No, truly. 

Touch, Then thou art damn'd. 

Cor, Nay, I hope. 

Touch, Truly, thou art damn’d, like an 
ill-roasted egg, all on one side. 35 

Cor. For not being at court ? Your 
reason. 

Touch. Why, if thou never wast at court 
thou never saw’st good manners ; if thou 
never saw’st good manners, then thy man¬ 
ners must be wicked; and wickedness is 


sin, and sin is damnation. Thou art in a 
parlous state, shepherd. 40 

Cor. Not a whit, Touchstone. Those that 
arc good manners at the court are as 
ridiculous in the country as the behaviour 
of the country is most mockable at the 
court. You told me you salute not at the 
court, but you kiss your hands; that 
courtesy would be uncleanly if courtiers 
were shepherds. i s 

Touch. Instance, briefly ; come, instance. 
Cor. Why, we are still handling our ewes; 
and their fells, you know, are greasy. 

Touch, Why, do not your courtier’s hands 
sweat ? And is not the grease of a mutton 
as wholesome as the sweat of a man ? 
Shallow, shallow. A better instance, I say ; 
come. 51 

Cor. Besides, our hands are hard. 

Touch. Your Ups will feel them the 
sooner. Shallow again. A more sounder 
instance; come. si 

Cor. And they are often tarr’d over with 
the surgery of our sheep ; and would you 
have us kiss tar ? The courtier’s hands are 
perfum’d with civet. 57 

Touch. Most shallow man I thou worm’s 
meat in respect of a good piece of flesh 
indeed I Learn of the wise, and perpend : 
civet is of a baser birth than tar—the very 
uncleanly flux of a cat. Mend the instance, 
shepherd. 61 

Cor. You have too courtly a wit for me ; 
I’ll rest. 

Touch, Wilt thou rest damn’d ? Cod help 
thee, shallow man ! God make incision in 
thee I thou art raw. 

Cor. Sir, I am a true labourer : I earn 
that 1 eat, get that I wear; owe no man 
hate, envy no man’s happiness; glad of 
other men’s good, content with my harm ; 
and the greatest of my pride is to see my 
ewes graze and my lambs suck. <>s 

Touch. That is another simple sin in you : 
to bring the ewes and the rams together, 
and to offer to get your living by the 
copulation of cattle; to be bawd to a 
bell-wether, and to betray a she-lamb of 
a twelvemonth to a crooked-pated, old, 
cuckoldly ram, out of all reasonable match. 
If thou beest not damn’d for this, the devil 
himself wiU have no shepherds ; 1 cannot 
see else how thou shouldst scape. 75 

Cor, Here comes young Master Gany¬ 
mede, my new mistress’s brother. 

Enter Rosalind, readin:^ a paper, 

Ros, ‘ From the east to western Inde, 

No jewel is like Rosalinde. 

Her worth, being mounted on the 
wind, 

Through all the world bears 
Rosalinde. 

All the pictures fairest lin’d 
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Are but black to Rosalinde. 

Let no face be kept in mind 
But the fair of Rosalinde.’ 

Touch, ril rhym; you so eight years to¬ 
gether, dinners, and suppers, and sleeping 
hours, excepted. It is the right butter- 
women’s rank to market. 

Ros. Out, fool! 

Touch, For a taste : 9c 

If a hart do lack a hind, 

Let him seek out Rosalinde. 

If the cat will after kind, 

So be sure will Rosalinde. 

Winter garments must be lin’d, 9? 
So must slender Rosalinde. 

They that reap must sheaf and bind, 
Then to cart with Rosalinde. 

Sweetest nut hath sourest rind. 

Such a nut is Rosalinde. 100 

He that sweetest rose will find 
Must find love’s prick and Rosalinde. 

This is the very false gallop of verses: why 
do you infect yourself with them ? 

Ros. Peace, you dull fool! I found them 
on a tree. ics 

Touch. Truly, the tree yields bad fruit. 

Ros. I’ll graff it with you, and then 1 
shall graff it with a medlar. Then it will 
be the earliest fruit i’ th* country ; for you’ll 
be rotten ere you be half ripe, and that’s the 
right virtue of the medlar. 110 

Touch. You have said; but whether 
wisely or no, let the forest judge. 

Enter C'ELlA, with a writing, 

Ros. Peace ! 

Here comes my sister, reading; stand 
aside. 

Cel. ' W'hy should this a desert be ? us 
For it is unpeopled ? No ; 
Tongues I’ll hang on every tree 
That shall civdl sayings show. 
Some, how brief the life of man 
Runs his erring pilgrimage, t*c 

1 hat the stretching of a span 
Buckles in his sum of age ; 

Some, of violated vows 

’Twixt the souls of friend and 
friend ; 

But upon the fairest boughs, uf 

Or at every sentence end, 

Will I Rosalinda write. 

Teaching all that read to know 
The quintessence of every sprite 
Heaven would in little show. 13'; 
Therefore heaven Nature charg’d 
That one body should be fill'd 
With all graces widc-enlarg’d. 

Nature presently distill’d 
Helen’s cheek, but not her heart, 135 
Cleopatra’s majesty, 


Atalanta’s better part, 

Sad Lucretia’s modesty. 

Thus Rosalinde of many parts »39 
By heavenly synod was devis’d. 

Of many faces, eyes, and hearts, 

To have the touches dearest priz’d. 

Heaven would that she these gifts 
should have, 

And I to live and die her slave.’ ui 

Ros. O most gentle pulpiter 1 What 
tedious homily of love have you wearied 
your parishioners withal, and never cried 
‘ Have patience, good people ’. 

Cel. How now ! Back, friends ; shepherd, 
go off a little ; go with him, sirrah. 140 
Touch. Come, shepherd, let us make an 
honourable retreat; though not with hag 
and baggage, yet with scrip and scrippage. 

[Exeunt Cortn and Touchstone. 
Cel. Didst thou hear these verses ? 153 

Ros. O, yes, 1 heard them all, and more 
too *, for some of them had in them more 
feet than the verses would bear. 13s 

Cel. That’s no matter ; the feet might 
bear the verses. 

Ros. Ay, but the feet were lame, and 
could not bear themselves without the 
verse, and therefore stood lamely in the 
verse. i.-so 

Cel. But didst thou hear without wonder¬ 
ing how thy name should be bang’d and 
carved upon these trees ? k i 

Ros. I was seven of the nine days out of 
the wonder before you came ; for look here 
what 1 found on a palm-tree. I was never 
so berhym’d since Pythagoras’ tim? that I 
was an Irish rat, which 1 can hardly 
remember. it»5 

Cel. Trow you who hath done this ? 

Ros. Is it a man ? 

Cel. And a chain, that you once W'ore, 
about his neck. Change you colour ? 

Ros. I prithee, who ? 170 

Cel. O Lord, Lord ! it is a hard matter 
for friends to meet; but mountains may 
be remov’d with earthquakes, and so 

encounter. 

Ros. Nay, but who is it ? 

Cel. Is it possible ? 175 

Ros. Nay, I prithee now, with most 

petitionary vehemence, tell me who it is. 

Cel. O wonderful, wonderful, and most 
wonderful wonderful, and yet again wonder¬ 
ful, and after that, out of all whooping I 
Ros. Cfood my complexion ! dost thou 
think, though 1 am caparison’d like a man, 

I have a doublet and hose in my disposition? 
One inch of delay more is a South Sea of 
discovery. I prithee tell me who is it 
quicklv* and speak apace. I would thou 
couldst stammer, that thou mightst pour 
this conceal’d man out of thy mouth, as 
wine comes out of a narrow-mouth’d 
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bottle—either too much at once or none at 
all. I prithee take the cork out of thy 
mouth that 1 may drink thy tidings. ih.> 
CeL So you may put a man in your belly, 
Ros, Is he of God's making ? What 
manner of man ? Is his head worth a hat 
or his chin worth a beard ? 

Cel. Nay, he hath but a little beard, vn 
Ros. Why, God will send more if the man 
will be thankful. Let me stay the growth 
of his beard, if thou delay me not the 
knowledge of his chin. 

Cel. It is young Orlando, that tripp’d up 
the wrestler’s heels and your heart both in 
an instant. 

Ros. Nay, but the devil take mocking! 
Speak sad brow and true maid. 

Cel. r faith, coz, ’tis he. 

Ros. Orlando ? 

Cel. Orlando. 2'> ’. 

Ros. Alas the day ! what shall 1 do with 
my doublet and hose ? What did he when 
thou saw’st him ? What said he ? How 
look’d he ? Wherein went he ? What 
makes he here ? Did he ask for me ? 
Where remains he ? How parted he with 
thee ? And when shall thou see him again ? 
Answer me in one word. 

Cel. You must borrow me Gargantua’s 
mouth first : ’tis a word too great for any 
mouth of this age’s size. To say ay and no 
to these particulars is more than to answer 
in a catechism. .■>.n 

Ros. But doth he know that 1 am in this 
forest, and in man’s apparel ? Looks he as 
freshly as he did the day he wrestled ? 216 

Cel. It is as easy to count atomies as to 
resolve the propositions of a lover ; but 
take a taste of my finding him, and relish 
it with good observance. I found him 
under a tree, like a dropp’d acorn. 2^*0 

Ros, It may well be call’d Jove’s tree, 
when it drops forth such fruit. 

Cel. Give me audience, good madam. 

Ros. Proceed. 

Cel. There lay he, stretch'd along like a 
wounded knight. 226 

Ros. Though it be pity to see such a 
sight, it well becomes the ground. 

Cel. Cry ’ Holla' to thy tongue, I 
prithee ; it curvets unseasonably. He was 
furnish’d like a hunter. 2 k» 

Ros. O, ominous! he comes to kill my 
heart. 

Cel. 1 would sing my song without a 
burden ; thou bring’st me out of tune. 

Ros. Do you not know I am a woman ? 
When 1 think, I must speak. Sweet, say on. 

Cel. You bring me out. Soft! comes he 
not here ? 

Enter Orlando and Jaques. 

Ros. ’Tis he; slink by, and note him. 
Jaq.l thank you for your company ; but, 
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good faith, I had as lief have been myself 
alone. 

Orl. And so had I; but yet, for fashion 
sake, 1 thank you too for your society. 24 f 
Jaq. God buy you; let’s meet as little 
as we can. 

Orl. 1 do desire we may be better 
strangers. 

Jaq. I pray you mar no more trees with 
writing love songs in their barks. 245 
Orl. 1 pray you mar no moe of my 
verses wuth reading them ill-favourcdly. 
Jaq. Rosalind is your love’s name ? 

Orl. Yes, just. 

Jaq. I do not like her name. 250 

Orl. There was no thought of pleasing 
you when she was christen’d. 

Jaq. What stature is she of ? 

Orl. Just as high as my heart. 254 

Jaq. You are full of pretty answers. 
Have you not been acquainted with gold¬ 
smiths’ wives, and conn’d them out of 
rings ? 2S7 

Orl. Not so ; but I answer you right 
painted cloth, from whence you have 
studied your questions. 230 

Jaq. You have a nimble wit; 1 think 
'twas made of Atalanta’s heels. Will you 
sit down with me ? and we two will rail 
against our mistress the world, and all our 
misery. 

Orl. I will chide no breather in the world 
but myself, against whom I know most 
faults. 

Jaq. The worst fault you have is to be 
in love. 205 

Orl. ’Tis a fault 1 will not change for your 
best virtue. 1 am weary of you. 

Jaq. By my troth, 1 was seeking for a 
fool when I found you. 

Orl. He is drown’d in the brook ; look 
but in, and you shall see him. 271 

Jaq. There 1 shall see mine own figure. 
Orl. Which I take to be either a fool or a 
cipher. 

Jaq. I’ll tarry no longer with you ; fare¬ 
well, good Signior Love. 275 

Orl. I am glad of your departure ; adieu, 
good Monsieur Melancholy. 

[Exit Jaques. 

Ros. [Aside to Celia] I will speak to him 
like a saucy lackey, and under that habit 
play the knave with him.—Do you hear, 
forester ? aHo 

Orl. Very well; what would you ? 

Ros. I pray you, what is’t o’clock ? 

Orl. You should ask me what time o’ day; 
there’s no clock in the forest. 284 

Ros. Then there is no true lover in the 
forest, else sighing every minute and groan¬ 
ing every hour would detect the lazy foot 
of Time as well as a clock. 

Orl. And why not the swift foot of Time ? 
Had not that been as proper ? asy 
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Ros, By no mcans» sir. Time travels in 
divers paces with divers persons. I’ll teU 
you who Time ambles withal* who Time 
trots withal* who Time gallops withal* and 
who he stands still withal. 3 

OrL 1 prithee, who doth he trot withal ? 
Ros. Marry, he trots hard with a young 
maid between the contract of her marriage 
and the day it is solemniz’d ; if the interim 
be but a se’nnight. Time’s pace is so hard 
that it seems the length of seven year. 

Orl. Who ambles Time withal ? 209 

Ros. With a priest that lacks Latin and a 
rich man that hath not the gout; for the 
one sleeps easily because he cannot study, 
and the other lives merrily because he feels 
no pain ; the one lacking the burden of lean 
and wasteful learning, the other knowing 
no burden of heavy tedious penury. These 
Time ambles withal. 305 

Orl, Who doth he gallop withal ? 

Ros. With a thief to the gallows; for 
though he go as softly as foot can fall* he 
thinks himself too soon there. 

Orl. Who stays it still withal ? 300 

Ros. With lawyers in the vacation ; for 
they sleep between term and term, and 
then they perceive not how Time moves. 
Orl. Where dwell you, pretty youth ? 
Ros. With this shepherdess, my sister; 
here in the skirts of the forest, like fringe 
upon a petticoat. 315 

Orl. Are you native of this place ? 

Ros. As the coney that you see dwell 
where she is kindled. .v; 

Orl. Your accent is something finer than 
you could purchase in so removed a dwelling. 

Ros. I have been told so of many ; but 
indeed an old religious uncle of mine taught 
me to speak, who was in his youth an inland 
man ; one that knew courtship too well, 
for there he fell in love, I have heard h^m 
read many lectures against it; and 1 thank 
God I am not a woman, to be touch’d with 
so many giddy offences as he hath generally 
tax’d their whole sex withal. 326 

Orl, Can you remember any of the 
principal evils that he laid to the charge of 
women ? 

Ros. There were none principal; they 
were all like one another as halfpence are ; 
every one fault seeming monstrous till his 
fellow-fault came to match it. 33- 

Orl. I prithee recount some of them. 

Ros. No ; I will not cast away my physic 
but on those that are sick. There is a man 
haunts the forest that abuses our young 
plants with carving ‘ Rosalind ’ on their 
barks; hangs odes upon hawthorns and 
elegies on brambles ; all, forsooth, deifying I 
the name of Rosalind. If I could meet that i 
fancy-monger* I would give him some good I 
counsel, for he seems to have the quotidian; 
of love upon him. 339 i 

270 


[Act 3 

Orl, 1 am he that is so love-shak’d; 1 
pray you tell me your remedy. 341 

Ros, There is none of my uncle’s marks 
upon you; he taught me how to know a 
man in love ; in which cage of rushes 1 am 
sure you are not prisoner. 

OrZ. What were his marks ? 345 

Ros. A lean cheek, which you have not; 
a blue eye and sunken* which you have 
not; an unquestionable spirit* which you 
have not; a beard neglected* which you 
have not; but I pardon you for that, for 
simply your having in beard is a younger 
brother’s revenue. Then your hose should 
be ungarter'd, your bonnet unhanded, your 
sleeve unbutton’d, your shoe untied, and 
every thing about you demonstrating a 
careless desolation. But you are no such 
man ; you are rather point-device in your 
accoutrements, as loving yourself than 
seeming the lover of any other. 355 

Orl. Fair youth* I would 1 could make 
thee believe 1 love. 

Ros. Me believe it! You may as soon 
make her that you love believe it; which, 
I warrant, she is apter to do than to confess 
she does. That is one of the points in the 
which women still give the lie to their 
consciences. But, in good sooth, are you 
he that hangs the verses on the trees where¬ 
in Rosalind is so admired ? v>3 

OrZ. 1 swear to thee, youth, by the white 
hand of Rosalind* 1 am that he, that un¬ 
fortunate he. 3^>5 

Ros. But are you so much in love as your 
rhymes speak ? 

Orl. Neither rhyme nor reason can ex¬ 
press how much. 

Ros. Love is merely a madness; and, I 
tell you, deserves as well a dark house and 
a whip as madmen do ; and the reason why 
they are not so punish’d and cured is that 
the lunacy is so ordinary that the whippers 
are in love too. Yet 1 profess curing it by 
counsel. 372 

Orl. Did you ever cure any so ? 

Ros. Yes, one ; and in this manner. He 
was to imagine me his love, his mistress; 
and I set him every day to woo me; at 
which time would 1 , being but a moonish 
youth, grieve* be effeminate, changeable* 
longing and liking* proud, fantastical* apish* 
shallow* inconstant, full of tears, full of 
smiles; for every passion something and 
for no passion truly anything, as boys and 
women are for the most part cattle of this 
colour; would now like him, now loathe 
him; then entertain him, then forswear 
him ; now weep for him, then spit at him ; 
that 1 drave my suitor from his mad humour 
of love to a living humour of madness; 
which was, to forswear the full stream of 
the world and to live in a nook merely 
monastic. And thus 1 cur’d him; and this 
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way will I take upon me to wash your liver 
as clean as a sound sheep’s heart, that there 
shall not be one spot of love in’t. 

Orl. 1 would not be cured, youth. 389 
Ros. I would cure you, if you would but 
call me Rosalind, and come every day to 
my cote and woo me. 

Or/. Now. by the faith of my love, 1 will. 
Tell me where it is. 

Ros. Go with me to it, and I’ll show it 
you ; and, by the way, you shall tell me 
where in the forest you live. Will you go ? 
Orl. With all my heart, good youth. 397 
Ros. Nay, you must call me Rosalind. 
Come, sister, will you go ? [Exeunl. 

Scene IH. The forest. 

Enter Touchstone and Audrey ; Jaques 
behind. 

Touch. Come apace, good Audrey; 1 
will fetch up your goats, Audrey. And how, 
Audrey, am I the man yet ? Doth my 
simple feature content you ? 3 

Aud. Your features ! Lord warrant us ! 
What features ? 

Touch. I am here with thee and thy goats, 
as the most capricious poet, honest Ovid, 
was among the Goths. o 

Jaq. [Aside] O knowledge ill-inhabited, 
worse than Jove in a thatch’d house! 

Touch. When a man’s verses cannot be 
understood, nor a man's good wit seconded 
with the forward child understanding, it 
strikes a man more dead than a great 
reckoning in a little room. Truly, 1 would 
the gods had made thee poetical. 13 

Aicd. 1 do not know what ‘ poetical ’ is. 
Is it honest in deed and word ? Is it a true 
thing ? 15 

Touch. No, truly ; for the truest poetry 
is the most feigning, and lovers are given 
to poetry ; and what they swear in poetry 
may be said as lovers they do feign. 

Aud. Do you wish, then, that the gods 
had made me poetical ? 2 ^ 

Touch. 1 do, truly, for thou swear’st to 
me thou art honest; now, if thou wert a 
poet, I might have some hope thou didst 
feign. 2 3 

Aud. Would you not have me honest ? 
Touch. No, truly, unless thou wert hard- 
favour’d; for honesty coupled to beauty 
is to have honey a sauce to sugar. 

Jaq. [Aside] A material fool ! 

Aud. Well, I am not fair ; and therefore 
1 pray the gods make me honest, 30 

Touch. Truly, and to cast away honesty 
upon a foul slut were to put good meat into 
an unclean dish. 

Aud. 1 am not a slut, though 1 thank the 
gods 1 am foul. 31 

Touch. Well, praised be the gods for thy 
foulness; sluttishness may come hereafter. 


But be it as it may be, 1 will marry thee ; 
and to that end 1 have been with Sir Oliver 
Martext, the vicar of the next village, who 
hath promis’d to meet me in this place of 
the forest, and to couple us. 39 

Jaq. lAside] I would fain see this meeting. 
Aud. Well, the gods give us joy ! 

Touch. Amen. A man may, if he were of 
a fearful heart, stagger in this attempt; for 
here we have no temple but the wood, no 
assembly but horn-beasts. But what 
though ? Courage ! As horns are odious, 
they are necessary. It is said : ‘ Many a 
man knows no end of his goods ’. Right! 
Many a man has good horns and knows no 
end of them. Well, that is the dowry of 
his wife ; 'tis none of his own getting. 
Horns ? Even so. Poor men alone ? No, 
no; the noblest deer hath them as huge 
as the rascal. Is the single man therefore 
blessed ? No ; as a wall’d town is. more 
worthier than a village, so is the forehead 
of a married man more honourable than the 
bare brow of a bachelor ; and by how much 
defence is better than no skill, by so much 
is a horn more precious than to want. Here 
comes Sir Oliver. 55 

Enter Sir Oliver Martext. 

Sir Oliver Martext, you are well met. Will 
you dispatch us here under this tree, or 
shall we go with you to your chapel ? 

Sir OIL Is there none here to give the 
woman ? 

Touch. I will not take her on gift of any 
man. 60 

Sir on. Truly, she must be given, or the 
marriage is not lawful. 

Jaq. [Discovering himself] Proceed, pro¬ 
ceed ; I'll give her. 

Touch. Good even, good Master What-ye- 
call’t; how do you, sir ? You are very well 
met. Goddild you for your last company. I 
am very glad to see you. Even a toy in 
hand here, sir. Nay ; pray be cover’d. 67 
Jaq. Will you be married, motley ? 
Touch. As the ox hath his bow, sir, the 
horse his curb, and the falcon her bells, so 
man hath his desires ; and as pigeons bill, 
so wedlock would be nibbling. 71 

Jaq. And will you, being a man of your 
breeding, be married under a bush, like a 
beggar ? Get you to church and have a 
good priest that can tell you what marriage 
is; this fellow will but join you together 
as they join wainscot; then one of you will 
prove a shrunk panel, and like green timber 
warp, warp. 77 

Touch. [Aside] 1 am not in the mind but 
I were better to be married of him than of 
another; for he is not like to marry me 
well; and not being well married, it will 
be a good excuse for me hereafter to leave 
my wife. 8 i 
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Jaq. Go thou with me, and let me counsel 
thee. 

Touch. Come, sweet Audrey; 

We must be married or we must live in 
bawdry. 

Farewell, good Master Oliver. Not— 85 

O sweet Oliver, 

O brave Oliver, 

Leave me not behind thee. 

But— 

Wind away, 90 

Begone, I say, 

1 will not to wedding with thee. 

[Exeuni Jaques, Touchstone, and Audrey, 

Sir Oil. ‘Tis no matter; ne’er a 
fantastical knave of them all shall flout me 
out of my calling. [Exil. 

Scene IV. The forest. 

Enter Rosalind and Celia. 

Ros. Never talk to me; I will weep. 

Cel. Do, I prithee; but yet have the 
grace to consider that tears do not become 
a man. 

Ros, But have I not cause to weep ? 

Cel. As good cause as one would desire ; 
therefore weep. 5 

Ros. His very hair is of the dissembling 
colour. 

Cel. Something browner than Judas’s. 
Marry, his kisses are Judas’s own children. 

Ros. rfaith, his hair is of a good colour. 

Cel. An excellent colour : your chestnut 
was ever the only colour. n 

Ros. And his kissing is as full of sanctity 
as the touch of holy bread. 

Cel. He hath bought a pair of cast lips of 
Diana. A nun of winter’s sisterhood kisses 
not more religiously; the very ice of 
chastity is in them. if 

Ros. But why did he swear he would 
come this morning, and comes not ? 

Cel. Nay, certainly, there is no truth in 
him. 

Ros. Do you think so ? 

Cel. Yes ; 1 think he is not a pick-purse 
nor a horse-stealer ; but for his verity in 
love, 1 do think him as concave as a 
covered goblet or a worm-eaten nut. 

Ros. Not true in love ? 

Cel. Yes, when he is in ; but 1 think he is 
not in. 25 

Ros. You have heard him swear down¬ 
right he was. 

Cel. ‘ Was ’ is not ‘ is '; besides, the oath 
of a lover is no stronger than the word of a 
tapster; they are both the confirmer of 
false reckonings. He attends here in the 
forest on the Duke, your father. 3<> 

Ros. I met the Duke yesterday, and had 
much question with him. He asked me of 
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what parentage I was; I told him, of as 
good as he; so he laugh’d and let me go. 
But what talk wc of fathers when there is 
such a man as Orlando ? 35 

Cel. O, that’s a brave man! He writes 
brave verses, speaks brave words, swears 
brave oaths, and breaks them bravely, 
quite traverse, athwart the heart of his 
lover ; as a puny tiltcr, that spurs his horse 
but on one side, breaks his staif like a noble 
goose. But all’s brave that youth mounts 
and folly guides. Who comes here ? 41 

Enter Corin. 

Cor. Mistress and master, you have oft 
enquired 

After the shepherd that complain'd of 
love, 

Who you saw sitting by me on the turf. 
Praising the proud disdainful shepherdess 
That was his mistress. 

Cel. Well, and what of him ? 

Cor. If you will see a pageant truly 
play’d 4; 

Between the pale complexion of true love 
And the red glow of scorn and proud 
disdain. 

Go hence a little, and 1 shall conduct you. 
If you will mark it. 

Ros. O, come, let us remove ! 

The sight of lovers feedeth those in love. 
Bring us to this sight, and you shall say 
I’ll prove a busy actor in their play. ? i 

[Exeunt. 

Scene V. Another part of the forest. 
Enter Silvius and Phebr. 

Sil. Sweet Phebe, do not scorn me; do 
not, Phebe. 

Say that you love me not; but say not so 
In bitterness. The common executioner, 
Whose heart th’ accustom’d sight of death 
makes hard, 

Falls not the axe upon the humbled neck 5 
But first begs pardon. Will you sterner be 
Than he that dies and lives by bloody drops ? 

Enter Rosalind, Celia, and Corin, at 
a distance. 

Phe. 1 would not be thy executioner ; 

I fly thee, for I would not injure thee. 

Thou teli’st me there is murder in mine eye. 
’Tis pretty, sure, and very probable, n 
That eyes, that are the frail’st and softest 
things, 

Who shut their coward gates on atomies. 
Should be call’d tyrants, butchers, mur¬ 
derers ! 11 

Now I do frown on thee with all my heart; 
And if mine eyes can wound, now let them 
kill thee. 

Now counterfeit to swoon; why» now fall 
down; 
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Or, if thou canst not, O, for shame, for 
shame. 

Lie not, to say mine eyes are murderers. 
Now show the wound mine eye hath made 
in thee. 

Scratch thee but with a pin, and there 
remains 

Some scar of it; lean upon a rush, 

The cicatrice and capable imprcssure 
Thy palm some moment keeps ; but now 
mine eyes, - i 

Which I have darted at thee, hurt thee 
not; 

Nor, 1 am sure, there is not force in eyes 
T hat can do hurt. 

Sil, O dear Phebe, 

If ever—as that ever may be near— 

You meet in some fresh cheek the power of 
fancy, 

Then shall you know the wounds invisible 
That love’s keen arrows make. 

Phe. But till that time 

Come not thou near me ; and when that 
time comes, 

Afflict me with thy mocks, pity me not; 

As till that time 1 shall not pity thee. 

Ros, [Advancing] And why, 1 pray you ? 
Who migjht be your mother, 3'> 

That you insult, exult, and all at once. 
Over the wretched ? What though you 
have no beauty— 

As, by my faith, I see no more in you 
Than without candle may go dark to bed— 
Must you be therefore proud and pitiless ? 
Why, what means this ? Why do you look 
on me ? 41 

1 see no more in you than in the ordinary 
Of nature’s sale-work. ’Od’s my little life,! 
1 think she means to tangle my eyes too! | 
No, faith, proud mistress, hope not after it; i 
'Tis not your inky brows, your black silk 
hair, 4* 

Your bugle eyeballs, nor your cheek of 
cream. 

That can entame my spirits to your 
worship. 

You foolish shepherd, wherefore do you 
follow her. 

Like foggy south, puffing with wind and 
rain ? 5<‘ 

You are a thousand times a properer man 
Than she a woman. 'Tis such fools as you 
That makes the world full of ill-favour’d 
children. 

’Tis not her glass, but you, that flatters her; 
And out of you she sees herself more proper 
Than any of her lineaments can show her. 
But, mistress, know yourself. Down on 
your knees, 57 

And thank heaven, fasting, for a good man's 
love; 

For I must tell you friendly in your ear : 
Sell when you can; you are not for all 
markets. 60 
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Cry the man mercy, love him, take his 
offer; 

Foul is most foul, being foul to be a scoffer. 
So take her to thee, shepherd. Fare you 
w'ell. 

Phe. Sweet youth, I pray you chide a 
year together; 

I had rather hear you chide than this man 
woo. 

Ros. He’s fall’n in love with your foul¬ 
ness, and she’ll fall in love with my an^er. 
If it be so, as fast as she answers thee w'ith 
frowning looks. I’ll sauce her with bitter 
words. Why look you so upon me ? 

Pile. For no ill will 1 bear you. ;<» 

Ros. I pray you do not fall in love with 
me. 

For I am falser than vows made in wine ; 
Besides, I like you not. If you will know 
my house, 

’Tis at the tuft of olives here hard by. 

Will you go, sister ? Shepherd, ply her 
hard. 7=1 

Come, sister. Shepherdess, look on him 
better, 

And be not proud; though all the world 
could see. 

None could be so abus’d in sight as he. 
Come, to our flock. 

[Exeunt Rosalind, Celia, and Cohn. 

Phe. Dead shepherd, now 1 find thy saw 
of might; s-> 

‘ Who ever lov’d that lov’d not at first 
sight ? ’ 

Sil. Sweet Phebe. 

Phe. Ha ! what say’st thou, Silvius ? 

Sil. Sweet Phebe, pity me. 

Phe. Why, 1 am sorry for thee, gentle 
Silvius. s I 

Sil. Wherever sorrow is, relief would be. 
If you do sorrow at my grief in love. 

By giving love, your sorrow and my grief 
Were both extermin’d. 

Phe. Thou hast my love; is not that 
neighbourly ? i 

Sil. I would have you. 

Phe. Why, that were covetousness, 
Silvius, the time was that 1 hated thee ; 
And yet it is not that 1 bear thee love ; 
But since that thou canst talk of love so 
well. 

Thy company, which erst was irksome to 
me, 

I will endure ; and I’ll employ thee too. 
But do not look for further recompense > • 
Than thine own gladness that thou art 
employ’d. 

Sil. So holy and so perfect is my love. 
And I in such a poverty of grace. 

That I shall think it a most plenteous crop 
To glean the broken ears after the man 
That the main harvest reaps; loose now and 
then »<> 

A scatt’red smile, and that I'll live upon. 
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Pfic, Know'st thou the youth that spoke 
to me erewhilc ? 

Sil. Not very well; but I have met him 
oft; 

And he hath bought the cottage and the 
bounds 

That the old carlot once was master of. 

The. Think not 1 love him, though I ask 
for him; 

'Tis but a peevish boy ; yet he talks well. 
But what care 1 for words ? Yet words dc 
well 11* 

When he that speaks them pleases those 
that hear. 

It is a pretty youth—not very pretty ; 
But, sure, lie’s proud ; and yet his pride 
becomes him. 

He’ll make a proper man. The best th.ng 
in him 

Is his complexion; and faster than his 
tongue 

Did make offence, his eye did heal it up. 
He is not very tall; yet for his years he*s 
tall; 

His leg is but so-so ; and yet 'tis well. 
There was a pretty redness in his lip, 

A little riper and more lusty red 120 

Than that mix’d in his cheek ; 'twas just 
the difference 

Betwixt the constant red and mingled 
damask. 

There be some women, Silvius, had they 
mark’d him 123 

In parcels as I did, would have gone near 
To fall in love with him ; but, for my part, 
I love him not, nor hate him not; and yet 
1 have more cause to hate him than to love 
him; 1 

For what had he to do to chide at me ? 
He said mine eyes were black, and my hair 
black. 

And, now I am rememb'red, scorn’d at me. 
I marvel why 1 answer’d not again ; i3> 

But that's all one: omittance is no 

quittance. 

I’ll write to him a very taunting letter. 

And thou shalt bear it; wilt thou, Silvius ? 

Sil, Phebe, with all my heart. 

Phe. I’ll write it straight ; 

The matter’s in my head and in my heart; 

I will be bitter with him and passing short. 
Go with me, Silvius, [Exeunt, 

ACT FOUR 
Scene I. The forest. 

Enter Rosalind, Celia, and Jaques. 

Jaq, I prithee, pretty youth, let me be 
better acquainted with thee. 

Ros, They say you are a melancholy 
fellow. 

Jaq, 1 am so; I do love it better than 
laughing. 4 

274 


[Act 4 

Ros, Those that are in extremity of either 
are abominable fellows, and betray them¬ 
selves to every modern censure worse than 
drunkards. 

Jaq, Why, ’tis good to be sad and say 
nothing. 

Ros, Why then, 'tis good to be a post. 0 
Jaq, I have neither the scholar’s melan¬ 
choly, which is emulation; nor the 
musician’s, which is fantastical; nor the 
courtier’s, which is proud; nor the soldier's, 
which is ambitious; nor the lawyer’s, 
which is politic ; nor the lady’s, which is 
nice; nor the lover's, which is all these; 
but it is a melancholy of mine own, com¬ 
pounded of many simples, extracted from 
many objects, and, indeed, the sundry 
contemplation of my travels ; in which my 
often rumination wraps me in a most 
humorous sadness. is 

Ros, A traveller ! By my faith, you have 
great reason to be sad. I fear you have sold 
your own lands to see other men’s; then 
to have seen much and to have nothing is 
to have rich eyes and poor hands. 22 
Jaq, Yes, 1 have gain’d my experience. 

Enter Orlando. 

Ros, And your experience makes you sad. 
I had rather have a fool to make me merry 
than experience to make me sad—and to 
travel for it too. 26 

Orl, Good day, and happiness, dear 
Rosalind! 

Jaq, Nay, then, God buy you, an you 
talk in blank verse. 29 

Ros, Farewell, Monsieur Traveller; look 
you lisp and wear strange suits, disable 
all the benefits of your own country, be 
out of love with your nativity, and almost 
chide God for making you that countenance 
you are; or I will scarce think you have 
swam in a gondola. [Exit Jaques] Why, 
how now, Orlando 1 where have you been 
all this while ? You a lover ! An you serve 
me such another trick, never come in my 
sight more. 

Orl, My fair Rosalind, I come within an 
hour of my promise. 39 

Ros. Break an hour’s promise in love! 
He that will divide a minute into a thousand 
parts, and break but a part of the thousand 
part of a minute in the affairs of love, it may 
be said of him that Cupid hath clapp’d him 
o’ th’ shoulder, but I’ll warrant him heart- 
whole. 

Orl, Pardon me, dear Rosalind. 45 

Ros, Nay. an you be so tardy, come no 
more in my sight. 1 had as lief be woo’d 
of a snail. 

Orl, Of a snail! 48 

Ros, Ay, of a snail; for though he comes 
slowly, he carries his house on his head—a 
better jointure, I think, than you make a 
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woman; besides, he brings his destiny 

with him. 51 

Orl. What^s that ? 

Ros. Why, horns ; which such as you are 
fain to be beholding to your wives for ; but 
he comes armed in his fortune, and prevents 
the slander of his wife. 53 

Orl. Virtue is no horn-maker; and ray 
Rosalind is virtuous. 

Ros. And 1 am your Rosalind. ss 

Cd. It pleases him to call you so ; but he 
hath a Rosalind of a better leer than you. 

Ros. Come, woo me, woo me ; for now I 
am in a holiday humour, and like enough 
to consent. What would you say to me 
now, an I were your very very Rosalind ? 
Orl. 1 would kiss before 1 spoke. (> t 
Ros. Nay, you were better speak first; 
and when you were gravell'd for lack ot 
matter, you might take occasion to kiss. 
Very good orators, when they are out, they 
will spit; and for lovers lacking—Gou 
warn us !—matter, the cleanliest shift is tc 
kiss. 

Orl. How if the kiss be denied ? 7 - 

Ros. Then she puts you to entreaty, and 
there begins new matter. 

Orl. Who could be out, being before hit 
beloved mistress ? 

Ros. Marry, that should you, if I were 
your mistress; or I should think m> 
honesty ranker than my wit. 7 

Orl What, of my suit ? 

Ros. Not out of your apparel, and yet out 
of your suit. Am not I your Rosalind ? 

Orl. I take some joy to say you are, 
because 1 would be talking of her. s. 

Ros. Well, in her person, 1 say I will not 
have you. 

Orl. Then, in mine own person, I die. « 
Ros. No, faith, die by attorney. The pooi 
world is almost six thousand years old, and 
in all this time there was not any man died 
in his own person, videlicet, in a love-causc. 
Troilus had his brains dash’d out with a 
Grecian club ; yet he did what he could to 
die before, and he is one of the patterns 
of love. Leander, he would have liv’d many 
a fair year, though Hero had turn’d nun, 
if it had not been for a hot midsummer- 
night ; for, good youth, he went but forth 
to wash him in the Hellespont, and, being 
taken with the cramp, was drown’d ; and 
the foolish chroniclers of that age found it 
was—Hero of Sestos. But these are all lies; 
men have died from time to time, and 
worms have eaten them, but not lor love. 

Orl. I would not have my right Rosalind 
of this mind; for, I protest, h^r fiO*vn 
might kill me. 9/ 

Ros. By this hand, it will not kill a fly. 
But come, now 1 will be your Ro alind in 
a more coming-on dispo.‘i ;ion; and ask me 
what you will, I will graiit it. . 


Orl. Then love me, Rosalind. 

Ros. Yes, faith, will I, Fridays and 
Saturdays, and all. 

Orl And wilt thou have me ? 

Ros, Ay, and twenty such. 

Orl. What sayest thou ? 105 

Ros. Are you not good ? 

Orl. 1 hope so. 

Ros. Why then, can one desire too much 
of a good thing ? Come, sister, you shall 1)2 
the priest, and marry us. Give me your 
hand, Orlando. What do you say, sister ? 
Orl. Pray thee, marry us. m 

Cel. I cannot say the words. 

Ros. You must begin ‘ Will you, 
Orlando ’— 

Cel. Go to. Will you, Orlando, have to 
wife this Rosalind ? 115 

Orl. 1 will. 

Ros. Ay, but when ? 

Orl. Why, now ; as fast as she can marry 
us. 

Ros. Then you must say ‘ I take thee, 
Rosalind, for wife 1 

Orl. 1 take thee, Rosalind, for wife. 

Ros. I might ask you for your commis¬ 
sion ; but—i do take thee, Orlando, for my 
husband. There's a girl goes before tne 
priest; and, certainly, a woman’s thougut 
runs before her actions. 

Orl. So do all thoughts ; they are wing’d. 
Ros. Now tell me how long you would 
have her, after you have possess’d her. 

Orl. For ever and a day. 139 

Ros. Say ‘a day’ without the ‘ever’. 
No, no, Orlando ; men are April when they 
woo, December when they wed : maids are 
May when they arc maids, but the sky 
changes when they are wives. I will be 
more jealous of thee than a Barbary cock- 
pigeon over his hen, more clamorous 
than a parrot against rain, more new¬ 
fangled than an ape, more giddy in my 
desires than a monkey. I will weep for 
nothing, like Diana in the fountain, and 1 
will do that when you are dispos’d to be 
merry ; I will laugh like a hyen, and that 
when thou art inclin’d to sleep. 

Orl. But will my Rosalind do so ? 149 

Ros. By my life, she will do as 1 do. 

Orl. O, but she is wise. 

Ros. Or else she could not have the wit to 
do this. The wiser, the waywarder. Mak i 
the doors upon a woman’s wit, and it will 
out at the casement; shut that, and ’twiil 
out at the key-hole; stop that, 'twill 11 / 
with the smoke out at the chimney. n 7 
Orl. A man that had a wife with such a 
wit, he might say ‘ Wit, whither wilt ? ’ 
Ros. Nay, you might keep that check for 
it, till you met your wife’s wit going to your 
neighbour’s bed. 

Orl. And what wit could wit have to 
excuse that ? 
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Ros* Marry, to say she came to seek you 
there. You shall never take her without her 
answer, unless you take her without her 
tongue. O, that woman that cannot make 
her fault her husband’s occasion, let her 
never nurse her child herself, for she will 
breed it like a fool! J 57 

Orl. For these two hours, Rosalind, I will 
le ivc thee. 

Ros. Alas, dear love, 1 cannot lack thee 
two hours ! 

Orl. I must attend the Duke at dinner; 
by two o’clock I will he with thee again. 

Ros. Av, go your ways, go your ways. I 
knew what you would prove ; my friends 
told me as much, and I thought no less. 
That flattering tongue of yours won me. 
’Tis but one cast away, and so, come 
death ! Two o’clock is your hour ? i 6 fc 
Orl. Ay, sweet Rosalind. 

Ros. By my troth, and in good earnest, 
and so God mend me, and by all pretty 
oaths that are not dangerous, if you break 
one jot of your promise, or come one 
minute behind your hour, 1 will think you 
the most pathetical break-promisSe, and the 
most hollow lover, and the most unworthy 
of her you call Rosalind, that may be 
chosen out of the gross band of the un¬ 
faithful. Therefore beware my censure, and 
keep your promise, irs 

Orl. With no less religion than if thou 
wert indeed my Rosalind; so, adieu. 

Ros. Well, rime is the old justice that 
examines all such oflenders, and let Time 
try. Adieu, [Exit Oi'lando. 

Cel. You have simply misus’d our sex in 
your love-prate. We must have your 
doublet and hose pluck’d over your head, 
and show the world what the bird hath done 
to her own nest. 1S3 

Ros. O coz, coz, coz, my pretty little coz, 
that thou didst know how many fathom 
deep I am in love! But it cannot be 
sounded ; my aft’ection hath an unknown 
bottom, like the Bay of Portugal. 

Cel. Or rather, bottomless ; that as fast 
as you pour aflection in, it runs out. iSm 
Ros. No ; that same wicked bastard of 
Venus, that was begot of thought, con¬ 
ceiv’d of spleen, and born of madness ; 
that blind rascally boy, that abuses every 
one’s eyes, because his own are out—let him 
be judge how deep 1 am in love. I’ll tell 
thee, Aliena, 1 cannot he out of the sight 
of Orlando. I’ll go find a shadow, and sigh 
till he come. lys 

Cel. And I’ll sleep. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. The finest. 

Enter Jaques and Lords, in the habit of 
foresters. 

Jaq. Which is he that killed the deer ? 
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Lord. Sir, it was I. 

Jaq. Let’s present him to the Duke, like 
a Roman conqueror ; and it would do well 
to set the deer’s horns upon his head for a 
branch of victory. Have you no song, 
forester, for this purpose ? 0 

Lord. Yes, sir. 

Jaq. Sing it; 'tis no matter how it be in 
tune, so it make noise enough. 

Song. 

What shall he have that kill’d the deer ? 10 
His leather skin and horns to wear. 

[The rest shall bear this burden : 
Then sing him home. 

Take thou no scorn to wear the horn; 

It was a crest ere thou wast born. 

Thy father’s father wore it; 15 

And thy father bore it. 

The horn, the horn, the lusty horn. 

Is not a thing to laugh to scorn. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. The forest. 

Enter Rosalind and Celia. 

Ros. How say you now ? Is it not past 
two o’clock ? And here much Orlando ! 

Cel. I warrant you, with pure love and 
troubled brain, he hath ta’en his bow and 
arrows, and is gone forth—to sleep. Look, 
who comes here. 5 

Enter Silvius. 

SiL My errand is to you, fair youth ; 

My gentle Phebe did bid me give you this. 
I know LOi the contents ; but, as I guess 
By the stern brow and waspish action 
Which she did use as she was writing of it, 
It bears an angry tenour. Pardon me, 11 

I am but as a guiltless messenger. 

Ros. Patience herself would startle at 
this letter. 

And play the swaggerer. Bear this, bear all. 
She says I am not fair, that I lack manners; 
She calls me proud, and that she could not 
love me, jo 

Were man as rare as Phoenix. ’Od’s my 
will! 

Her love is not the hare that I do hunt; 
Why writes she so to me ? Well, shepherd, 
well. 

This is a letter of your own device. 20 
Sil. No, 1 protest, I know not the con¬ 
tents ; 

Phebe did write it. 

Ros. Come, come, you are a fool, 

And turn’d into the extremity of love. 

1 saw her hand ; she has a leathern hand, 
A freestone-colour'd hand ; I verily did 
think 

That her old gloves were on, but *twas her 
hands; 
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She has a huswife’s hand—but that’s no 
matter. 

I say she never did invent this letter : 

This is a man’s invention, and his hand. 
SiL Sure, it is hers. 3<> 

Ros. Why, ’tis a boisterous and a cruel 
style; 

A style for challengers. Why, she defies me, 
Tike Turk to Christian. Women’s gentle 
brain 

Could not drop forth such giant-rude in¬ 
vention, ; I 

Such Ethiope words, blacker in their effect 
Than in their countenance. Will you hear 
the letter ? 

Sil, So please you, for I never heard it 
yet; 

Yet heard too much of Phebe’s cruelty. 
Ros. She Phebes me: mark how the 
tyrant writes. I Reads. 

‘ Art thou god to shepherd turn’d, 4 " 
That a maiden’s heart hath 
burn’d ? ’ 

Can a woman rail thus ? 

Sil. Call you this railing ? 

Ros. ’ Why, thy godhead laid apart, 44 
War’st thou with a woman’s 
heart ?' 

Did you ever hear such railing ? 

‘ Whiles tlie eye of man did woo m?. 
That could do no vengeance to me.' 

Meaning me a beast. 

‘ If the scorn of your bright eyne 5 • 
Have power to raise such love in 
mine, 

Alack, in me what strange effect 
Would they work in mild aspect! 
Whiles you chid me, 1 did love ; 
How then might your prayers 

move! S 5 

He that brings this love to thee 
Little knows this love in me ; 

And by him seal up thy mind. 
Whether that thy youth and kind 
Will the faithful offer take ^*0 

Of me and all that I can make ; 

Or else by him my love deny. 

And then I’ll study how to die.’ 

Sil. Call you this chiding ? 

Cel. Alas, poor shepherd ! ^*5 

Ros. Do you pity him ? No, he deserves 
no pity. Wilt thou love such a woman ? 
What, to make thee an instrument, and 
play false strains upon thee! Not to be 
endur’d I Well, go your way to her, for I 
see love hath made thee a tame snake, and 
say this to her—that if she love me, I 
charge her to love thee ; if she will not, 1 
will never have her unless thou entreat for 
her. If you be a true lover, hence, and not 


a word; for here comes more company. 73 

[Extl Silvius. 

Enter Oliver. 

OIL Goad morrow, fair ones ; pray you, 
if you know, 74 

Where in the purlieus of this forest stands 
A sheep-cote fenc’d about with olive trees ? 

Cel. West of this place, down in the 
neighbour bottom. 

The rank of osiers by the murmuring 
stream 

Left on your right hand brings you to the 
place. 7'> 

But at this hour the house doth keep itself; 
'I’here’s none within. 

OIL If that an eye may profit by a 
tongue. 

Then should I know you by description— 
Such garments, and such years: ‘The boy 
is fair. 

Of female favour, and bestows himself »5 
Like a ripe sister ; the woman low, 

And browner than her brother ’. Are not 
you 

The owner of the house I did inquire for ? 

Cel. It is no boast, being ask’d, to say 
we are. 

OIL Orlando doth comm nd him to you 
both; go 

And to that youth he calls his Rosalind 
He sends this bloody napkin. Are you he ? 

Ros. 1 am. What must we understand by 
this ? 

OIL Some of my shame ; if you will know 
of me 

What man 1 am, and how, and why, and 
where, 95 

This handkercher was stain’d. 

Cel. I pray you, tell it. 

01 i. When last the young Orlando parted 
from you. 

He left a promise to return again 
Within an hour ; and, pacing through the 
forest, 99 

Chewing the food of sweet and bitter fancy, 
Lo, what befell I He threw his eye aside. 
And mark what object did present itself. 
Under an oak, whose boughs were moss’d 
with age. 

And high top bald with dry antiquity, 

A wretched ragged man, o’ergrown with 
hair, 105 

Lay sleeping on his back. About his 
neck 

A green and gilded snake had wreath’d 
itself, 

Who w'ith her head nimble in threats 
approach’d 

The opening of his mouth ; but suddenly. 
Seeing Orlando, it unlink’d itself, no 

And with indented glides did slip away 
Into a bush ; under which bush's shade 
A lioness, with udders all drawn dry, 
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Lay couching, head on ground, with cat¬ 
like watch. 

When that the sleeping man should stir j 
for *tis 115 

The royal disposition of that beast 
To prey on nothing that doth seem as dead. 
This seen, Orlando did approach the man, 
And found it was his brother, his elder 
brother. 

CeL O, 1 have heard him speak of that 
same brother ; 1> 

And he did render him the most unnatural 
That liv'd amongst men. 

on. And well he might so do, 

For well I know he was unnatural. 

Ros. But, to Orlando: did he leave him 
there, 1- 

Food to the suck’d and hung^ lioness ? 

Oli. Twice did he turn his back, and 
purpos’d so; 

But kindness, nobler ever than revenge. 
And nature, stronger than his just occasion 
Made him give battle to the lioness, 

Who quickly fell before him; in which 
hurtling 13 • 

From miserable slumber 1 awak’d. 

CeL Are you his brother ? 

Ros. Was’t you he rescu’d ? 

Cel. Was’t you that did so oft contrive to 
kill him ? 

OIL 'Twas I *, but ’tis not I. I do not 
shame 

To tell you what I was, since my con¬ 
version 13: 

So sweetly tastes, being the thing 1 am. 

Ros. But for the bloody napkin ? 

Oli. By and by. 

When from the first to last, betwixt us two. 
Tears our recountrnents had most kindly 
bath’d. 

As how' I came into that desert place— « 4 <> 
In brief, he led me to the gentle Duke, 
Who gave me fresh array and entertain¬ 
ment. 

Committing me unto my brother’s love; 
Who led me instantly unto his cave. 

There stripp’d himself, and here upon his 
arm 145 

The lioness had torn some flesh away. 
Which all this while had bled ; and now he 
fainted. 

And cried, in fainting, upon Rosalind. 
Brief, 1 recover’d him, bound up his wound. 
And, after some small space, being strong 
at heart, 150 

He sent me hither, stranger as I am. 

To tell this story, that you might excuse 
His broken promise, and to give this 
napkin, is3 

Dy’d in his blood, unto the shepherd youth 
That he in sport doth call his Rosalind. 

[Rosalind swoons. 

CeL Why, how now, Ganymede I sweet 

Ganymede! 


[Act 5 

Oli. Many will swoon when they do look 
on blood. 157 

CeL There is more in It. Cousin Gany¬ 
mede ! 

Oli. Look, he recovers. 

Ros. 1 would I were at home. 

CeL We’ll lead you thither. 160 

I pray you, will you take him by the arm ? 

Oli. Be of good cheer, youth. You a man I 
You lack a man’s heart. 

Ros. 1 do so, 1 confess it. Ah, sirrah, a 
body would think this was well counter¬ 
feited. I pray you tell your brother how 
well I counterfeited. Heigh-ho ! 1O6 

Oli. This was not counterfeit; there is 
too great testimony in your complexion 
that it was a passion of earnest, 

Ros. Counterfeit, 1 assure you. 

Oli. Well then, take a good heart and 
counterfeit to be a man. 171 

Ros. So I do ; but, i’ faith, I should have 
been a woman by right. 

CeL Come, you look paler and paler; 
pray you draw homewards. Good sir, go 
with us. 175 

Oli. That will I, for I must bear answer 
back 

How you excuse my brother, Rosalind. 

Ros. I shall devise something ; but, I 
pray you, commend my counterfeiting to 

him. Will you go ? [Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 
Scene I. The forest. 

Enter Touchstone and Audrey. 

Touch. We shall find a time, Audrey ; 
patience, gentle Audrey, 

And. Faith, the priest was good enough, 
for all the old gentleman’s saying. 4 

Touch. A most wicked Sir Oliver, Audrey, 
a most vile Martext. But, Audrey, there is 
a youth here in the forest lays claim to you. 

Aud. Ay, I know who ’tis; he hath no 
interest in me in the world ; here comes the 
man you mean. 9 

Enter William. 

Touch. It is meat and drink to me to see 
a clown. By my troth, we that have good 
wits have much to answer for : we shall be 
flouting ; we cannot hold. la 

Will. Good ev’n, Audrey. 

Aud. God ye good ev’n, William. 

Will. And good ev’n to you, sir. 15 
Touch. Good ev’n, gentle friend. Cover 
thy head, cover thy head ; nay, prithee be 
cover'd. How old are you, friend ? 

Will. Five and twenty, sir. 

Touch. A ripe age. Is thy name William ? 
Will. William, sir. 20 

Touch. A fair name. Wast born i’ th' 
forest here ? 
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Will. Ay, sir, I thank God. 

Touch, ‘ Thank God.’ A good answer. 
Art rich ? 

Will. Faith, sir, so so. 

Touch, ‘ So so * is good, very good, very 
excellent good ; and yet it is not; it is but 
so so. Art thou wise ? 26 

Will. Ay, sir, I have a pretty wit. 

Touch, Why, thou say’st well. I do now 
remember a saying: ‘ The fool doth think he 
is wise, but the wise man knows him>elf to 
be a fool ’. The heathen philosopher, when 
he had a desire to cat a grape, would open 
his lips when he put it into his m 3 iith ; 
meaning thereby that grapes were made to 
eat and lips to open. You do love this 
maid ? 33 

Will. I do, sir. 

Touch, Give me your hand. Art thou 
learned ? 

Will. No, sir. 3" 

Touch, Then learn this of me : to have is 
to have; for it is a figure in rhetoric that 
drink, being pour’d out of a cup into a 
glass, by filling the one doth empty the 
other ; for all your writers do consent that 
ipse is he; now, you are not ipse, for I 

am he. 41 

Will. Which he, sir ? 

Touch, He, sir, that must marry this 
woman. Therefore, you clown, abandon— 
which is in the vulgar leave—the society— 
whkh in the boorish is company—of this 
female—which in the common is woman— 
which together is : abandon the society of 
this female; or, clown, thou perishest; or, 
to thy better understanding, diest; or, to 
wit, 1 kill thee, make thee away, translate 
thy life into death, thy liberty into bond¬ 
age. I will deal in poison with thee, or in 
bastinado, or in steel; I will bandy with 
thee in faction; 1 will o’er-run thee with 
policy ; 1 will kill thee a hundred and fifty 
ways ; therefore tremble, and depart. 

Aud. Do, good William. 34 

Will. God rest you merry, sir. [Exil. 

Enter Corin. 

Cor. Our master and mistress seeks you ; 
come away, away. 57 

Touch, Trip, Audrey, trip, Audrey. I 

attend, 1 attend. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. The forest. 

Enter Orlando and Oliver. 

Orl, Is’t possible that on so little 
acquaintance you should like her ? that 
but seeing you should love her ? and loving 
woo ? and, wooing, she should grant ? and 
will you persever to enjoy her ? 4 

Oli. Neither call the giddiness of it in 
question, the poverty of her, the small 
acquaintance, my sudden wooing, nor her 


sudden consenting; but say with me, I 
love Aliena ; say with her that she loves 
me ; consent with both that we m ly enjoy 
each other. It shall be to your good ; for 
my father's house and all the revenue that 
was old Sir Rowland’s will I estate upon 
you, and here live and die a shepherd. 11 
Orl. You have my consent. Let your 
wedding be to-morrow. Thither will I in¬ 
vite the Duke and all’s contented fo’lowers. 
Go you and prepare Aliena ; for, look you, 
here comes my Rosalind. 15 

Enter Rosalind. 

Ros. God save you, brother. 

Oil. And you, fair sister. [Exll. 

Ros, O, ray dear Orlando, how it grieves 
me to see thee wear thy heart in a scarf! 
Orl. It is my arm. 20 

Ros. 1 thought thy heart had been 
wounded with the claws of a lion. 

Orl, Wounded it is, but with the eyes of 
a lady. 

Ros. Did your brother tell you how I 
counterfeited to swoon when he show’d m2 
your handkercher. 25 

Orl, Ay, and greater wonders than that. 
Ros, O, I know where you are. Nay, ’tis 
true. There was never any thing so sudden 
but the fight of two rams and Caesar’s 
thrasonical brag of ‘ I came, saw, and over¬ 
came’. For your brother and my sister no 
sooner met but they look’d ; no sooner 
look'd but they lov’d ; no sooner lov’d but 
they sigh’d; no sooner sigh’d but they 
ask’d one another the reason ; no sooner 
knew the reason but they sought the 
remedy—and in these degrees have they 
made a pair of stairs to marriage, which 
they will climb incontinent, or else be 
incontinent before marriage. They are in 
the very wrath of love, and they will 
together. Clubs cannot part them. 3s 
Orl. They shall be married to-morrow ; 
and I will bid the Duke to the nuptial. 
But, O, how bitter a thing it is to look into 
happiness through another man’s eyes I By 
so much the more shall I to-morrow be at 
the height of heart-heaviness, by how much 
I shall think my brother happy in having 
what he wishes for. 

Ros, Why, then, to-morrow I cannot 
serve your turn for Rosalind ? 46 

Orl, I can live no longer by thinking. 
Ros, I will weary you, then, no longer 
with idle talking. Know of me then—for 
now I speak to some purpose—that I know 
you are a gentleman of good conceit. I 
speak not this that you should bear a good 
opinion of my knowledge, insomuch 1 say 
I know you are ; neither do I labour for a 
greater esteem than may in some little 
measure draw a belief from you, to do 
yourself good, and not to grace me. Be- 
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lieve then, if you please, that 1 can do 
strange things. I have, since I was three 
year old, convers'd with a magician, most 
profound in his art and yet not damnable. 
If you do love Rosalind so near the heart 
as your gesture cries it out, when your 
brother marries Aliena shall you marry 
her. 1 know into what straits of fortune 
she is driven ; and it is not impossible to 
me, if it appear not inconvenient to you, 
to set her before your eyes to-morrow, 
human as she is, and without any danger. 
Orl. Speak'st thou in sober meanings ? 
Ros. By my life, 1 do ; which I tender 
dearly, though I say 1 am a magician. 
Therefore put you in your best array, bid 
your friends ; for if you will be married to¬ 
morrow, you shall; and to Rosalind, if you 
will. <• 

Enter Silvius and Phebe. 

Look, here comes a lover of mine, and a 
lover of hers. 

Phe, Youth, you have done me much un¬ 
gentleness 

To show the letter that I writ to you. 

Ros. 1 care not if I have. It is my study 
To seem despiteful and ungentle to you. 
You are there follow’d by a faithful 
shepherd ; 

Look upon him, love him; he worships 

you. 73 

Phe. Good shepherd, tell this youth what 
’tis to love. 

Sil. It is to l>e all made of sighs and 
tears ; 

And so am I for Phebe. 

Phe. And I for Ganymede. 

Orl. And 1 for Rosalind. 8o 

Ros. And I for no woman. 

Sil. It is to be all made of faith and 
service ; 

And so am 1 for Phebe. 

Phe. And I for Ganymede, 

Orl. And I for Rosalind. 85 

Ros. And I for no woman. 

Sil. It is to be all made of fantasy. 

All made of passion, and all made of wishes; 
All adoration, duty, and observance, 

All humbleness, all patience, and impati¬ 
ence, 90 

All purity, all trial, all obedience; 

And so am 1 for Phebe. 

Phe. And so am I for Ganymede. 

Orl. And so am I for Rosalind. 

Ros. And so am 1 for no woman. 95 
Phe. If this be so, why blame you me to 
love you ? 

Sil. If this be so, why blame you me to 
love you ? 

Orl. If this be so, why blame you me to 
love you ? 

Ros. Why do you speak too ’ Why blame 
you me to love you ? * loo 
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[Act 5 

Orl. To her that is not here, nor doth not 
hear. 

Ros. Pray you, no more of this ; ’tis like 
the howling of Irish w^olves against the 
moon. ITo Silvius] 1 will help you if 1 can. 
I To Phebe] 1 would love you if 1 could.— 
To-morrow meet me all together. [To 
Phebe] 1 will marry you if ever I marry 
woman, and I’ll be married to-morrow'. 
[To Orlando] I will satisfy you if ever 1 
satisfied man, and you shall be married 
to-morrow. [To Silvius] 1 will content you 
if what pleases you contents you, and 
you shall be married to-morrow. [To 
Orlando] As you love Rosalind, meet. [To 
Silvius] As you love Phebe, meet;—and 
as 1 love no woman, I'll meet. So, fare you 
well; I have left you commands. 

Sil. I’ll not fail, if I live. 

Phe, Nor 1 . 

Orl. Nor I. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. The forest. 

Enter Touchstone and Audrey. 

Touch. To-morrow is the joyful day, 
Audrey ; to-morrow will we be married. 

Aud. I do desire it with all my heart; 
and 1 hope it is no dishonest desire to desire 
to be a woman of the world. Here come two 
of the banish’d Duke’s pages. 5 

Enter tufo Pages. 

1 Page. Well met, honest gentleman. 
Touch. By my troth, well met. Come sit, 

sit, and a song. 

2 Page. We are for you ; sit i’ th’ middle. 

1 Page. Shall we clap into’t roundly, with¬ 

out hawking, or spitting, or saying we are 
hoarse, which are the only prologues to a 
bad voice ? n 

2 Page. I’faith, i'faith ; and both in a 
tune, like two gipsies on a horse. 

Song. 

It was a lover and his lass. 

With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino. 
That o’er the green corn-field did pass 
In the spring time, the only pretty ring 
time. 

When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding. 
Sweet lovers love the spring. 

Between the acres of the rye, 20 

With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino. 
There pretty country folks would lie. 

In the spring time, &c. 

This carol they began that hour. 

With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino. 
How that a life was but a flower, 26 

In the spring time, &c. 

And therefore take the present time. 

With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino. 



Scene 3] 

For love is crowned with the prime, 3« 

In the spring time. &c. 

Touch, Truly, young gentlemen, though 
there was no great matter in the ditty, yet 
the note was very untuneable. 

1 Page, You arc deceiv’d, sir ; we kept 
time, wc lost not our time, 

Touch. By my troth, yes; I count it hut 
time lost to hear such a foolish song. God 
buy you; and God mend your voices. 
Come, Audrey. [Exeunt. 

ScENii IV. The forest. 

Enter Duke Senior, Amiens, Jaques, 
Orlando, Oliver, ami Celia. 

Duke S, Dost thou believe, Orlando, that 
the boy 

Can do all this that he hath promised ? 

Orl. 1 sometimes do believe and some¬ 
times do not; 

As those that fear they hope, and know 
they fear. 

Enter Rosalind, Silvius, and Phebe. 

Ros. Patience once more, whiles our com¬ 
pact is urg’d : 

You say, if 1 bring in your Rosalind, o 
You will bestow her on Orlando here ? 

Duke S. That would I, had I kingdoms 
to give with her. 

Ros. And you say you will have her when 
I bring her ? 

Orl. That would I, were 1 of all kingdoms 
king. ji* 

Ros. You say you’ll marry me, if 1 be 
willing ? 

Phe, That will 1 , should 1 die the hour 
after. 

Ros. But if you do refuse to marry me. 
You’ll give yourself to this most faithful 
shepherd ? 

Phe. So is the bargain. 

Ros. You say that you’ll have Phebe, if 
she will ? 

Sil. Though to have her and death were 
both one thing. 

Ros. I have promis'd to make all this 
matter even. 

Keep you your word, O Duke, to give your 
daughter; 

You yours, Orlando, to receive his 
daughter; 

Keep your word, Phebe, that you’ll marry 
me. 

Or else, refusing me, to wed this shepherd ; 
Keep your word, Silvius, that you’ll marr>' 
her 

If she refuse me ; and from hence I go. 
To make these doubts all even. 

[Exeunt Rosalind and Celia. 

Duke S. I do remember in this shepherd 
boy 
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Some lively touches of my daughter’s 
favour. 

Orl. My lord, the first time that I ever 
saw him 

Methought he was a brother to your 
daughter. 29 

But, my good lord, this boy is forest-born, 
And hath been tutor'd in the rudiments 
Of many desperate studies by his uncle, 
Whom he reports to be a great magician. 
Obscured in the circle of this forest. 31 

Enter Touchstone and Audrey. 

Jaq. There is, sure, another flood toward, 
and these couples arc coming to the ark. 
Here comes a pair of very strange beasts 
which in all tongues are call’d fools. 

Touch. Salutation and gre^eting to you 
all! 

Jo^. Good my lord, bid him welcome. 
This is the motley-minded gentleman that 
1 have so often met in the forest. He hath 
been a courtier, he swears. m 

Touch. If any man doubt that, let him 
put me to my purgation. I have trod a 
measure ; I have flatt’red a lady ; I have 
been politic with my friend, smooth with 
mine enemy ; I have undone three tailors; 
1 have had four quarrels, and like to have 
fought one. ici 

And how was that ta'en up ? 

Touch. Faith, we met, and found the 
quarrel was upon the seventh cause. 

Jaq. How seventh cause ? Good my lord, 
like this fellow. 51 

Duke S. 1 like him very well. 

Touch. God ’ild you, sir ; I desire you of 
the like. I press in here, sir, amongst the 
rest of the country copulatives, to swear and 
to forswear, according as marriage binds 
and blood breaks. A poor virgin, sir, an ill- 
favour’d thing, sir, but mine own ; a poor 
humour of mine, sir, to take that that no 
man else will. Rich honesty dwells like a 
miser, sir, in a poor house ; as your pearl 
in your foul oyster. 

Duke S. By my faith, he is very swift and 
sententious. 

Touch. According to the fool’s bolt, sir, 
and such dulcet diseases. 

Jaq. But, for the seventh cause : how 
did you find the quarrel on the seventh 
cause ? 64 

Touch. Upon a lie seven times removed— 
bear your body more seeming, Audrey—as 
thus, sir. I did dislike the cut of a certain 
courtier’s beard ; he sent me word, if I said 
his beard was not cut well, he was in the 
mind it was. This is call’d the Retort 
Courteous. If I sent him word again it was 
not well cut, he would send me word he 
cut it to please himself. This is call’d the 
Quip Modest. If again it was not well cut, 
he disabled my judgment. This is call'd 
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the Reply Churlish. If again it was not 
well cut, he would answer 1 spake not 
true. This is call'd the Reproof Valiant. 
If again it was not well cut, he would 
say 1 lie. This is call'd the Countercheck 
Quarrelsome. And so to Lie Circumstantial 
and the Lie Direct. 

Jaq, And how oft did you say his beard 
was not well cut ? 

Touch. I durst go no further than the 
Lie Circumstantial, nor he durst not give 
me the Lie Direct; and so we measur'd 
swords and parted. 

Jaq. Can you nominate in order now the 
degrees of the lie ? 

Touch. O, sir, we quarrel in print by the 
book, as you have books for good manners. 
I will name you the degrees. The first, the 
Retort Courteous ; the second, the Quip 
Modest; the third, the Reply Churlish ; 
the fourth, the Reproof Valiant; the fifth, 
the. Countercheck Quarrelsome ; the sixth, 
the Lie with Circumstance i the seventh, 
the Lie Direct. All these you may avoid 
but the Lie Direct; and you may avoid 
that too with an If. I knew when seven 
justices could not take up a quarrel; but 
when the parties were met themselves, one 
of them thought but of an If, as : * If you 
said so, then I said so ’. And they shook 
hands, and swore brothers. Your If is the 
only peace-maker *, much virtue in If. 

Jaq. Is not this a rare fellow, my lord ? 
He's as good at any thing, and yet a fool. 

Duke S. He uses his folly like a stalking- 
horse, and under the presentation of that 
he shoots his wit. loi 

Enter Hymen, Rosalind, and Celia. Still 
music. 

Hym. Then is there mirth in heaven. 
When earthly things made even 
Atone together. ioi 

Good Duke, receive thy daughter ; 
Hymen from heaven brought her, 
Yea, brought her hither, 

That thou mightst join her hand 
with his, 

Whose heart within his bosom is. 

Ros. [To Duke] To you I give myself, for 
I am yours. no 

[To Orlando] To you I give myself, for I 
am yours. 

Duke S. If there be truth in sight, you 
are my daughter. 

Orl. If there be truth in sight, you arc my 
Rosalind. 

Phe. If sight and shape be true. 

Why then, my love adieu I ns 

Ros. I'll have no father, if you be not 
he; 

I'll have no husband, if you be not he ; 

Nor ne'er wed woman, if you be not she. 
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[Act 5 

Hym. Peace, ho ! I bar confusion ; 

'Tis I must make conclusion lao 
Of these most strange events. 
Here's eight that must take hands 
To join in Hymen's bands, 

If truth holds true contents. 124 
You and you no cross shall part; 
You and you are heart in heart; 
You to his love must accord, 127 
Or have a woman to your lord ; 
You and you are sure together, 

As the winter to foul weather. 
Whiles a wedlock-hymn we sing. 
Feed yourselves with questioning, 
That reason wonder may diminish. 
How thus we met, and these things 
finish. 

Song. 

Wedding is great Juno's crown; 135 

O blessed bond of board and bed I 
*Tis Hymen peoples every town; 

High wedlock then be honoured. 
Honour, high honour, and renown. 

To Hymen, god of every town 1 140 

Duke S. O my dear niece, welcome thou 
art to me! 

Even daughter, welcome in no less degree. 
Phe. I will not eat my word, now thou 
art mine; 

Thy faith my fancy to thee doth combine. 
Enter Jaques de Boys. 

Jaq. de B. Let me have audience for a 
word or two. 145 

1 am the second son of old Sir Rowland, 
That bring these tidings to this fair 
assembly. 

Duke Frederick, hearing how that every 
day 

Men of great worth resorted to this forest. 
Address'd a mighty power ; which were on 
foot, 150 

In his own conduct, purposely to take 
His brother here, and put him to the sword; 
And to the skirts of this wild wood he came. 
Where, meeting with an old religious 
man. 

After some question with him, was con¬ 
verted 155 

Both from his enterprise and from the 
world; 

His crown bequeathing to his banish'd 
brother, 

And all their lands restor’d to them again 
That were with him exil’d. This to be true 
1 do engage my life. 

Duke S. Welcome, young man. 

Thou offer'st fairly to thy brothers' wed¬ 
ding : 161 

To one, his lands withheld; and to the 
other, 

A land itself at large, a potent dukedom. 



Scene 4] 

First, in this forest let us do those ends 
That here were well begun and well begot; 
And after, every of this happy number. 
That have endur’d shrewd days and nights 
with us, 107 

Shall share the good of our returned for¬ 
tune. 

According to the measure of their states. 
Meantime, forget this new-fall’n dignity. 
And fall into our rustic revelry. 171 

Play, music ; and you brides and bride¬ 
grooms all, 

With measure heap’d in joy, to th’ measures 
fall. 

Jaq, Sir, by your patience. If I heard you 
rightly. 

The Duke hath put on a religious life, 

And thrown into neglect the pompous 
court. 

Jaq dt B, He hath. 

Jaq, To him will I. Out of these con- 
vertites 

There is much matter to be heard and 
learn’d. 

[To Duke] You to your former honour I 
bequeath; if>< 

Your patience and your virtue w'ell deserves 
it. 

[To Orlando] You to a love that your true 
faith doth merit; 

[To Oliver] You to your land, and love, 
and great allies ; 

[To SikuusJ You to a long and well-deserved 
bed ; 

[To Touclistonel And you to wrangling ; for 
thy loving voyage 

Is but for two months victuall’d.—So to 
your pleasures ; 

I am for other than for dancing measures. 
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Duke S\ Stay, Jaques, stay. 

Jaq* To see no pastime 1 . What you 
would have 18, 

I’ll stay to know at your abandon’d cave. 

[Exit* 

Duke S, Proceed, proceed. We will begin 
these rites. 

As we do trust they’ll end, in true delights. 

[A darrce* Exeunt 


EPILOGUE 

Ros. It is not the fashion to see the lady 
the epilogue; but it is no more unhand¬ 
some than to sec the lord the prologue. If 
it be true that good wine needs no bush, 
'tis true that a good play needs no epilogue. 
Yet to good wine they do use good bushes ; 
and good plays prove the better by the help 
of good epilogues. What a case am I in 
then, that am neither a good epilogue, nor 
cannot insinuate with you in the behalf of 
a good play I I am not furnish’d like a 
beggar; therefore to beg will not become 
me. My way is to conjure you ; and I'll 
begin with the women. I charge you, O 
women, for the love you bear to men, to 
like as much of this play as please you ; 
and I charge you, O men, for the love you 
bear to women—as I perceive by your 
simp’ring none of you hates them—that 
between you and the women the play may 
please. If 1 were a woman, I would kiss as 
many of you as had beards that pleas’d me, 
complexions that lik’d me, and breaths 
that 1 defied not; and, I am sure, as many 
as have good beards, or good faces, or sweet 
breaths, will, for my kind offer, when I 
make curtsy, bid me farewell, ao 
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THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 


DRAMATIS PERSONA- 


A Lord, 

Christopher Sly, a tinker, 

Hostess, Paj!;e, PJayers, Hunts- i 

men, SCTvants, ' Induct,on. 


Persons 
in the 


Baptista Minola, a gentleman of Padua. 
ViNCENTio, a merchant of Pisa. 

Lucentio, son to Vincentio, in love with 
Bianca. 

PETRUCiiio, a gentleman of Verona, a suitor 
to Katherina. 

Hortensio. to 


Tran 10, 
Biondello, 
Grumio, 
Curtis, 

A Pedant. 


servants to Lucentio. 
servants to Petruchio. 


Katherina, the shrew, \ daughters to 
Bianca, / Baptista. 

A Widow. 


Tailor, Haberdasher, and Servants attending 
on Baptista and Petruchio. 


The Scene : Padua, and Petruchio's house in the country. 


INDUCTION 

Scene I. Before an alehouse on a heath. 

Enter Hostess and Sly. 

Sly. ril pheeze you, in faith. 

Host. A pair of stocks, you rogue! 

Sly. Y'are a baggage; the Slys are no 
rogues. Look in the chronicles : we came 
in with Richard Conqueror. Therefore, 
paucas pallabris; let the world slide. 
Sessa I 5 

Host. You will not pay for the glasses you 
have burst ? 

Sly. No, not a denier. Go by. Saint 
Jeronimy, go to thy cold bed and warm 
thee. 8 

Host. I know my remedy; I must go 
fetch the thirdborough. [Exit. 

Sly. Third, or fourth, or fifth borough, 
riJ answer him by law. I’ll not budge an 
inch, boy ; let him come, and kindly. 

[Falls asleep. 

W'ind horns. Enter a Lord from hunting, 
with his Train. 

Lord. Huntsman, I charge thee, tender 
well my hounds ; i i 

B-rich Merriman, the poor cur, is emboss’d : 
And couple Clowder with the deep- 
mouth’d brach. 

Saw’St thou not, boy, how Silver made it 
good 

At the hedge corner, in the coldest fault ? 
1 would not lose the dog for twenty pound. 
1 Hun. Why, Belman is as good as he, 
my lord; 20 

He cried upon it at the merest loss. 

And twice to-day pick’d out the dullest 
scent; 

Trust me, 1 take him for the better dog. 
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Lord. Thou art a fool; if Echo were as 
fleet, 

I would esteem him worth a dozen such. 25 
But sup them well, and look unto them all; 
To-morrow I intend to hunt again. 

1 Him. 1 will, my lord. 

Lord. What’s here ? One dead, or drunk? 
See, doth he breathe ? 

2 Hun. He breathes, my lord. Were he 

not w'arm’d with ale, 3<) 

This were a bed but cold to sleep so soundly. 
Lord, O monstrous beast, how like a 
swine he lies! 

Grim death, how foul and loathsome is 
thine image I 

Sirs, I will practise on this drunken man. 
What think you, if he were convey'd to bed, 
Wrapp’d in sweet clothes, rings put upon 
his lingers, 

A most delicious banquet by his bed, 37 
And brave attendants near him when he 
wakes, 

Would not the beggar then forget himself ? 

1 Hun. Believe me, lord, I think he 

cannot choose. 40 

2 Hun. It would seem strange unto him 

when he wak’d. 

Lord. Even as a flatt’ring dream or 
worthless fancy. 

Then take him up, and manage well the 
jest: 

Carry him gently to my fairest chamber. 
And hang it round with all my wanton 
pictures; 45 

Balm his foul head in warm distilled waters. 
And burn sweet wood to make the lodging 
sweet; 

Procure me music ready when he wakes, 

To make a dulcet and a heavenly sound ; 
And if he chance to speak, be ready straight, 
And with a low submissive reverence 51 



Scene 1] 

Say ‘ What is it your honour will com¬ 
mand ? * 

Let one attend him with a silver basin 
Full of rose-water and bestrewed with 
flowers ; 51 

Another bear the ewer, the third a diaper. 
And say ‘ Will’t please your lordship cool 
your hands ? ' 

Some one be ready with a costly suit. 

And ask him what apparel he will wear ; 
Another tell him of his hounds and horse, 
And that his lady mourns at his disease ; oo 
Persuade him that he hath been lunatic. 
And, when he says he is, say that he 
dreams. 

For he is nothing but a mighty lord. 

This do, and do it kindly, gentle sirs; 

It will be pastime passing excellent, 

If it be husbanded with modesty. 

1 Hun. My lord, I warrant you we will 
play our part 

As he shall think by our true diligence 
He is no less than what we say he is. 

Lord. Take him up gently, and to bed 
with him ; 70 

And each one to his office when he wakes. 

[Sly is carried out. A trumpet sounds. 
Sirrah, go see what trumpet 'tis that 
sounds— IHxh vServanl, 

Belike some noble gentleman that means. 
Travelling some journey, to repose him 
here. 

Re-enter a Servingman. 

How now ! who is it ? 

Serv. An’t please your honour, players 
'I hat offer service to your lordship. 7‘» 

Lord. Bid them come near. 

Enter Players. 

Now, fellows, you are welcome. 

Players. We thank your honour. 

Lord. Do you intend to stay with me 
to-night ? 

Player. So please your lordship to accept 
our duty. so 

Lord. With all my heart. This fellow 1 
remember 

Since once he play’d a farmer’s eldest son ; 
'Twas where you woo’d the gentlewoman so 
well. 

1 have forgot your name; but, sure, that 
part S4 

Was aptly fitted and naturally perform’d. 

Player. I think ’twas Soto that your 
honour means. 

Lord. ’Tis very true; thou didst it 
excellent. 

Well, you are come to me in happy time, ss 
The rather for I have some sport in hand 
Wherein your cunning can assist me much. 
There is a lord will hear you play to-night; 
But 1 am doubtful of your modesties, 

Lest, over-eying of his odd behaviour. 
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For yet his honour never heard a play. 
You break into some merry passion 95 
And so offend him ; for I tell you, sirs, 

If you should smile, he grows impatient. 
Player. Fear not, my lord ; we can con¬ 
tain ourselves. 

Were he the veriest antic in the world. 
Lord. Go, sirrah, take them to the 
buttery, 100 

And give them friendly welcome every one ; 
Let them want nothing that my house 
affords. [Exit one with the Players, 
Sirrah, go you to Barthol’mew my page. 
And see him dress’d in all suits like a lady ; 
That done, conduct him to the drunkard's 
chamber, 303 

And call him ’ madam’, do him obeisance. 
Tell him from me—as he will win my love— 
He bear himself with honourable action. 
Such as he hath observ’d in noble ladies 
Unto their lords, by them accomplished ; 
Such duty to the drunkard let him do, nr 
With soft low tongue and lowly courtesy. 
And say ‘ What is’t your honour will com¬ 
mand. 

Wherein your lady and your humble wife 
May show her duty and make known her 
love?* 115 

And then with kind embracements, tempt¬ 
ing kisses, 

And with declining head into his bosom, 
Bid him shed tears, as being overjoyed 
To see her noble lord restor’d to health. 
Who for this seven years hath esteemed 
him 

No better than a poor and loathsome 
beggar. 121 

And if the boy have not a woman’s gift 
To rain a shower of commanded tears, 

An onion will do well for such a shift. 
Which, in a napkin being close convey’d. 
Shall in despite enforce a watery eye. ras 
See this dispatch’d with all the haste thou 
canst; 

Anon I’ll give thee more instructions. 

I Exit a Servinpiman, 

I know the boy will well usurp the grace. 
Voice, gait, and action, of a gentlewoman ; 
I long to hear him call the drunkard 
'husband*; 131 

And how my men will stay themselves 
from laughter 

When they do homage to this simple 
peasant. 

I’ll in to counsel them ; haply my presence 
May well abate the over-merry spleen, 135 
Which otherwise would grow into extremes. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. A bedchamber in the Lord's 
house. 

Enter aloft Sly, with Attendants; some 
with apparel, basin and ewer, and other 
appurtenances ; and Lord. 
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Sly, For God's sake, a pot of small ale 

1 Scrv. Will't please your lordship drink 

a cup of sack ? 

2 Serv. Will’t please your honour taste of 

these conserves ? 

3 Serv. What raiment will your honour 

wear to-day ? 

Sly, I am Christophero Sly ; call not me 
* honour ' nor ‘ lordship'. I ne’er drank 
sack in my life; and if you give me any 
conserves, give me conserves of beef. Ne'er 
ask me what raiment I’ll wear, for I have 
no more doublets than backs, no more 
stockings than legs, nor no more shoes than 
feet—nay, sometime more feet than shoes, 
or such shoes as my toes look through the 
overleather. 

Lord. Heaven cease this idle humour in 
your honour I 

O, that a mighty man of such descent. 

Of such possessions, and so high esteem. 
Should be infused with so foul a spirit \ 

Sly. What, would you make me mad? 
Am not I Christopher Sly, old Sly’s son of 
Burton Heath; by birth a pedlar, by educa 
tion a cardmaker, by transmutation a bear- 
herd, and now by present profession a 
tinker ? Ask Marian Hacket, the fat ale- 
wife of Wincot, if she know me not; if she 
say I urn not fourteen pence on the score 
for sheer ale, score me up for the lying'st 
knave in Christendom. What! 1 am not 
bestraught. [Taking a pot of ale] Here’s— 
3 Serv, O, this it is that makes your lady 
mourn! 14 

2 Serv. O, this is it that makes your 
servants droop ! 

Lord. Hence comes it that your kindred 
shuns your house, 

As beaten hence by your strange lunacy. 

O noble lord, bethink thee of thy birth ! 
Call home thy ancient thoughts from 
banishment. 

And banish hence these abject lowly 
dreams. s- 

Look how thy servants do attend on thee. 
Each in his office ready at thy beck. 

Wilt thou have music ? Hark I Apollo 

plays, [Music. 

And twenty caged nightingales do sing. 

Or wilt thou sleep ? We’ll have thee to a 
couch 3? 

Softer and sweeter than the lustful bed 
On purpose trimm’d up for Semiramis. 

Say thou wilt walk: we will bestrew the 
ground. 

Or wilt thou ride ? Thy horses shall be 
trapp’d, 

Their harness studded all with gold and 

pearl. 4*' 

Dost thou love hawking ? Thou hast hawks 
will soar 

Above the morning lark. Or wilt thou 
hunt ? 


[Induction 

Thy hounds shall make the welkin answer 
them 

And fetch shrill echoes from the hollow 
earth. 

1 Serv. Say thou wilt course ; thy grey¬ 

hounds arc as swift 45 

As breathed stags; ay, fleeter than the 
roe. 

2 Serv. Dost thou love pictures ? We will 

fetch thee straight 
Adonis painted by a running brook, 

And Cytherea all in sedges hid. 

Which seem to move and wanton with her 
breath .v* 

Even as the waving sedges play wi’ th’ wind. 
Lord. We’ll show thee lo as she was a 
maid 

And how she was beguiled and surpris’d. 

As lively painted as the deed was done. 

3 Serv. Or Daphne roaming through a 

thorny wood, ss 

Scratching her legs, that one shall swear 
she bleeds; 

And at that sight shall sad Apollo weep, 

So workmanly the blood and tears are 
drawn. 

Lord. Thou art a lord, and nothing but a 
lord. 

Thou hast a lady far more beautiful 
Than any woman in this waning age. 

1 Serv. And, till the tears that she hath 

shed for thee 

Like envious floods o’er-run her lovely face, 
She was the hiirest creature in the world ; 
And yet she is inferior to none. 

Sly. Am I a lord and have 1 such a lady ? 
Or do 1 dream ? Or have I dream’d till 
now ? 

1 do not sleep : I see, I hear, 1 speak ; 

I smell sweet savours, and I feel soft 
things. 

Upon my life, I am a lord indeed, 70 

And not a tinker, nor Christopher Sly. 
Well, bring our lady hither to our sight; 
And once again, a pot o’ th’ smallest ale. 

2 Serv. Will’t please your Mightiness to 

wash your hands ? 

O, how we joy to see your wit restor’d! 7 s 
O, that once more you knew but what you 
are! 

These fifteen years you have been in a 
dream; 

Or, when you wak’d, so wak’d as if you 
slept. 

Sly. These fifteen years! by my fay, a 
goodly nap. 7^:* 

But did 1 never speak of all that time ? 

1 Serv. O, yes, my lord, but very idle 
words; 

For though you lay here in this goodly 
chamber. 

Yet would you say ye were beaten out of 
door; 

And rail upon the hostess of the bouse, 
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Scene 2] 

And say you would present her at the leet, 
Because she brought stone jugs and no 
seal’d quarts. 

Sometimes you would call out for Cicely 
Hacket. 

Sly, Ay, the woman’s maid of the house. 

3 Serv. Why, sir, you know no house nor 
no such maid, 

Nor no such men as you have reckon’d 
up, 

As Stephen Sly, and old John Naps ol 
Greece, 

And Peter Turph, and Henry Pimpernell; 
And twenty more such names and men as 
these, 

Which never were, nor no man ever saw. 

Sly, Now, Lord be thanked for my good 
amends! 

All. Amen. 

Enter the Page as a lady, with Attendants. 

Sly. 1 thank thee; thou shalt not lose 
by it. 

Page. How fares my noble lord ? 

Sly. Marry, I fare well; for here is cheer 
enough. 

Where is my wife ? 

Page. Here, noble lord; what is thy will 
with her ? 

Sly. Are you my wife, and will not cal) 
me husband ? 

My men should call me ‘ lord *; I am youi 
goodman. 

Page. My husband and my lord, my lord 
and husband; 

1 am your wife in all obedience. 

Sly. I know it well. What must I call 
her ? 

Lord. Madam. 

Sly. Al’ce madam, or Joan madam ? 

Lord. Madam, and nothing else; so lords 
call ladies. 

Sly. Madam wife, they say that I have 
dream’d lu 

And slept above some fifteen year or more. 

Page. Ay, and the time seems thirty unto 
me. 

Being all this time abandon’d from your 
bed. 

Sly. Tis much. Servants, leave me and 
her alone. fExeimf Scrt^anls. 

Madam, undress you, and come now to bed. 

Page. Thrice noble lord, let me entreat 
of you ju> 

To pardon me yet for a night or two; 

Or, if not so, until the sun be set. 

For your physicians have expressly charg’d. 
In peril to incur your former malady, i:;o 
That 1 should yet absent me from your bed. 
I hope this reason stands for my excuse. 

Sly. Ay, it stands so that I may hardly 
tarry so long. But 1 would be loath to fall 
into my dreams again. I will therefore; 
tarry in despite of the flesh and the blood.; 


Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. You honour’s players, hearing your 
amendment, 126 

Are come to play a pleasant comedy ; 

For so your doctors hold it very meet, 
Seeing too much sadness hath congeal’d 
your blood. 

And melancholy is the nurse of frenzy. 130 
Therefore they thought it good you hear a 
play 

And frame your mind to mirth and merri¬ 
ment. 

Which bars a thousand harms and length¬ 
ens life. 

Sly. Marry, 1 will; let them play it. Is 
not a comonty a Christmas gambold or a 
tumbling-trick ? 135 

Page. No, my good lord, it is more 
pleasing stuff. 

Sly. What, household stuff ? 

Page. It is a kind of history. 138 

Sly. Well, we’ll sec’t. Come, madam wife, 
sit by my side and let the world slip ; we 
shall ne’er be younger. [They sit down. 

A flourish of trumpets announces the play. 
ACT ONE 

Scene I. Padua. A public place. 

Enter Lucentio and his man Tranio. 

Luc. Tranio, since for the great desire 
I had 

To see fair Padua, nursery of arts, 

I am arriv’d for fruitful Lombardy, 

The pleasant garden of great Italy, 

And by my father’s love and leave am 
arm’d 5 

With his good will and thy good company, 
My trusty servant well approv’d in all, 
Here let us breathe, and haply institute 
A course of learning and ingenious studies. 
Pisa, renowned for grave citizens, 10 
Gave me my being and my father first, 

A merchant of great traffic through the 
world, 

Vincentio, come of the Bentivolii; 
Vincentio’s son, brought up in Florence, 14 
It shall become ta serve all hopes conceiv’d. 
To deck his fortune with his virtuous deeds. 
And therefore, Tranio, for the time 1 study, 
Virtue and that part of philosophy 
Will I apply that treats of happiness 
By virtue specially to be achiev’d. 20 
Tell me thy mind ; for I have Pisa left 
And am to Padua come as he that leaves 
A shallow plash to plunge him in the deep. 
And with satiety seeks to quench his thirst. 

Tra, Mi perdonato, gentle master mine; 
1 am in all affected as yourself; 26 

Glad that you thus continue your resolve 
To suck the sweets of sweet philosophy. 
Only, good master, while we do admire 
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This virtue and this moral discipline, 30 
Let's be no Stoics nor no stocks, I pray, 
Or so devote to Aristotle’s checks 
As Ovid be an outcast quite abjur’d. 

Balk logic with acquaintance that you have, 
And practise rhetoric in your common talk ; 
Music and poesy use to quicken you ; 30 

The mathematics and the metaphysics, 
Fall to them as you find your stomach 
serves you. 

No profit grows where is no pleasure ta’en ; 
In brief, sir, study what you most affect, to 
Luc. Gramercics, Tranio, well dost thou 
advise. 

If, Biondello, thou wert come ashore. 

We could at once put us in readiness, 

And take a lodging fit to entertain 44 
Such friends as time in Padua shall beget. 

Enter Baptista with his two daughters^ 
Katherina and Bianca ; Gremio, a 
pantaloon, Hortensio, suitor to Bianca. 
Lucentio and Tranio stand by. 

But stay awhile; what company is this ? 
Tra. Master, some show to welcome us to 
town. 

Bap. Gentlemen, importune me no 
farther. 

For how I firmly am resolv’d you know ; 
That is, not to bestow my youngest 
daughter so 

Before I have a husband for the elder. 

If either of you both love Katherina, 
Because I know you well and love you well, 
Leave shall you have to court her at your 
pleasure. 

Ore. To cart her rather. She’s too rough 
for me. ^5 

There, there, Hortensio, will you any wife ? 
Kath. [To Baptista] I pray you, sir, is it 
your will 

To make a stale of me amongst these 
mates ? 

Hor. Mates, maid ! How mean you that ? 
No mates for you, 30 

Unless you were of gentler, milder mould. 
Kath. I' faith, sir, you shall never need 
to fear; 

Iwis it is not halfway to her heart; 

But if it were, doubt not her care should be 
To comb your noddle with a three-legg’d 
stool, 

And paint your face, and use you like a 
fool. ‘*5 

‘Hor. From all such devils, good Lord 
deliver us ! 

Gre. And me, too, good Lord! 

Tra. Husht, master I Here’s some good 
pastime toward ; 

That wench is stark mad or wonderful 
froward. 

Luc. But in the other’s silence do 1 see 70 
Maid’s mild behaviour and sobriety. 

Peace, Tranio! 
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[Act 1 

Tra. Well said, master ; mum ! and gaze 
your fill. 

Bap. Gentlemen, that I may soon make 
good 

What I have said—Bianca, get you in ; 75 
And let it not displease thee, good Bianca, 
For I will love thee ne’er the less, my girl. 

Kath. A pretty peat 1 it is best 
Put finger in the eye, an she knew why. 

Bian. Sister, content you in my discon¬ 
tent. »o 

Sir, to your pleasure humbly I subscribe; 
My books and instruments shall be my 
company, 

On them to look, and practise by myself. 

Luc. Hark, Tranio, thou mayst hear 
Minerva speak I 

Hor. Signior Baptista, will you be so 
strange ? ss 

Sorry am 1 that our good will effects 
Bianca’s grief. 

Gre. Why will you mew her up, 

Signior Baptista, for this fiend of hell. 

And make her bear the penance of her 
tongue ? 

Bap. Gentlemen, content ye; I am 
resolv'd. go 

Go in, Bianca. [Exit Bianca. 

And for I know she taketh most delight 
In music, instruments, and poetry. 
Schoolmasters will I keep within my house 
Fit to instruct her youth. If you, Hor¬ 
tensio, <)5 

Or, Signior Gremio, you, know any such. 
Prefer them hither ; for to cunning men 
I will be very kind, and liberal <>8 

To mine own children in good bringing-up ; 

And so, farewell. Katherina, you may stay; 
For I have more to commune with Bianca. 

(Exif. 

Kath. Why, and I trust I may go too, 
may I not ? r .a 

What! shall 1 be appointed hours, as 
though, belike, 

I knew not what to take and what to 
leave ? Ha ! [Exit. 

Gre. You may go to the devil’s dam ; 
your gifts are so good here’s none will hold 
you. There! Love is not so great, Hortensio, 
but we may blow our nails together, and 
fast it fairly out; our cake’s dough on both 
sides. Farewell; yet, for the love I bear 
my sweet Bianca, if I can by any means 
light on a fit man to teach her that wherein 
she delights, 1 will wish him to her father. 

Hor. So will I, Signior Gremio; but a 
word, 1 pray. Though the nature of our 
quarrel yet never brook’d parle, know now, 
upon advice, it toucheth us both—that we 
may yet again have access to our fair 
mistress, and be happy rivals in Bianca’s 
love—to labour and effect one thing 
specially. 116 

Gre. What’s that, 1 pray ? 
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Hor. Marry, sir, to get a husband for her 
sister. 

Gre, A husband ? a devil. 

Hor, 1 say a husband. 120 

Gre. 1 say a devil. Think'st thou, 
Hortensio, though her father be very rich, 
any man is so very a fool to be married to 
hell ? 

Hor. Tush, Gremio I Though it pass your 
patience and mine to endure her loud 
alarums, why, man, there be good fellows 
in the world, an a man could light on them, 
would take her with all faults, and money 
enough. 127 

Gre. 1 cannot tell; but 1 had as lief take 
her dowry with this condition—to be 
wliipp'd at the high cross every morning. 

Hor. Faith, as you say, there's small 
choice in rotten apples. But, come ; since 
this bar in law makes us friends, it shall be 
so far forth friendly maintain’d till by 
helping Baptista’s eldest daughter to a 
husband we set his youngest free for a 
husband, and then have to’t afresh. Sweet 
Bianca ! Happy man be his dole I He that 
runs fastest gets the ring. How say you, 
Signior Gremio ? • 

Gre. 1 am agreed ; and would 1 had given 
him the best horse in Padua to begin his 
wooing that would thoroughly woo her, 
wed her, and bed her, and rid the house 
of her! Come on. i if 

[ExfutU Gremio and Hortensio. 
Tra, I pray, sir, tell me, is it possible 
That love should of a sudden take such 
hold ? 

Luc. O Tranio, till I found it to be true, 
1 never thought it possible or likely. 

But see 1 while idly I stood looking on. 11.5 
I found the effect of love in idleness; 

And now in plainness do confess to thee, 

1 hat art to me as secret and as dear 
As Anna to |:he Queen of Carthage was— 
Tranio, I burn, I pine, I perish, Tranio, 150 
If 1 achieve not this young modest girl. 
Counsel me, Tranio, for 1 know thou canst; 
Assist me, Tranio, for 1 know thou wilt. 
Tra. Master, it is no time to chide you 
now ; 

Affection is not rated from the heart; 

If love have touch'd you, nought remains 
but so: 

' Redime tc captum quam queas minimo*. 
Luc. Gramercies, lad. Go forward; this 
contents; 

The rest will comfort, for thy counsel's 
sound. 

Tra, Master, you look'd so longly on the 
maid, 

Perhaps you mark'd not what's the pith 
of aU. 

Luc. O, yes, 1 saw sweet beauty in her 
face, 

Such as the daughter of Agenor had, 
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That made great Jove to humble him to 
her hand, 

When with his knees he kiss'd the Cretan 
strand. 165 

Tra. Saw you no more ? Mark’d you not 
how her sister 

Began to scold and raise up such a storm 
That mortal ears might hardly endure the 
din ? 

Luc. Tranio, 1 saw her coral lips to move, 
And with her breath she did perfume the 
air; ^70 

Sacred and sweet was all 1 saw in her. 

Tra. Nay, then 'tis time to stir him from 
his trance. 

I pray, awake, sir. If you love the mirid. 
Bend thoughts and wits to achieve her. 
Thus it stands: 

Her elder sister is so curst and shrewd 175 
That, till the father rid his hands of her. 
Master, your love must live a maid at 
home ; 

And therefore has he closely mew’d her up, 
Because she will not be annoy’d with 
suitors. 

Luc. Ah, Tranio, what a cruel father's 
he! ’^3 

But art thou not advis'd he took some 
care 

To get her cunning schoolmasters to in* 
struct her ^ 

Tra. Ay, marry, am I, sir, and now tis 
plotted. 

Luc. 1 have it, Tranio. 

Tra. Master, for my hand, 

Both our inventions meet and jump in one. 

Luc. I'ell me thine first, 

Tra. You will be schoolmaster. 

And undertake the teaching of tlie maid— 
That’s your device. 

Luc. It is. May it be done ? 

Tra. Not possible; for who shall bear your 
part 

And be in Padua here Vincentio's son ; i<;o 
Keep house and ply his book, welcome his 
friends, 

Visit his countrymen, and banquet them ? 

Luc. Basta, content thee, tor I have it 
full. 

We have not yet been seen in any house, 
Nor can we be distinguish’d by our faces 
For man or master. Then it follows thus ; 
Thou Shalt be master, Tranio, in my stead. 
Keep house and port and servants, as 1 
should; 

I will some other be—some Florentine, 
Some Neapolitan, or meaner man of Pisa. 
'Tis hatch'd, and shall be so. 'I’ranio, at 
once 20 X 

Uncase thee; take my colour'd hat and 
cloak. 

When Biondello comes, he waits on thee; 
But I will charm him first to keep his 
tongue. 
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Tra. So had you need. 

[They exchange habits. 
In brief, sir, sith it your pleasure is. 

And 1 am tied to be obedient— 

For so your father charg’d me at our 
parting; 

‘ Be serviceable to my son’ quoth he, 209 
Although 1 think ’twas in another sense— 
1 am content to be Lucentio, 

Because so well 1 love Lucentio. 

Lut. Tranio, be so because Lucentio 
loves ; 

And let me be a slave t* achieve that maid 
Whose sudden sight hath thrall’d my 
wounded eye. 215 

Enter Biondello. 

Here comes the rogue. Sirrah, where have 
you been ? 

Bio. Where have I been ! Nay, how 
now ! where are you ? 

Master, has my fellow Tranio stol’n your 
clothes ? 

Or you stol’n his ? or both ? Pray, what’s 
the news ? 

Luc, Sirrah, come hither ; ’tis no time 
to jest, 2JO 

And therefore frame your manners to the 
time. 

Your fellow Tranio here, to save my life, 
Puts my apparel and my count’nancc on. 
And 1 for my escape have put on his ; 

For in a quarrel since I came ashore 22-) 
I kill’d a man, and fear 1 was descried. 
Wait you on him, I charge you, as becomes. 
While I make way from hence to save my 
life. 

You understand me ? 

Bion. 1 , sir ? Ne’er a whit. 

Luc. And not a Jot of Tranio in your 
mouth: 2 v» 

Tranio is chang’d into Lucentio. 

Bion. The better for him ; would I were 
so too! 

Tra. So could I, faith, boy, to have the 
next wish after. 

That Lucentio indeed had Baptista’s 
youngest daughter. 

But, sirrah, not for my sake but your 
master's, I advise 23s 

You use your manners discreetly in all kind 
of companies. 

When I am alone, why, then I am Tranio; 
But in all places else your master Lucentio. 

Luc. Tranio, let’s go. 

One thing more rests, that thyself execute— 
To make one among these wooers. If thou 
ask me why— 21 > 

Suffeeth, my reasons are both good and 
weighty. [Exeunt. 

The Presenters above speak. 

1 Serv. My lord, you nod ; you do not 
mind the play. 


[Act 1 

Sly. Yes, by Saint Anne do I. A good 
matter, surely ; comes there any more of 
it? 

Page. My lord, ’tis but begun. 241 

Sly. ’Tis a very excellent piece of work, 
madam lady. Would ’twcrc done ! 

[They sit and mark. 

Scene ll. Padua. Before Hortensio*s house. 

Enter Petruchio and his man 
Grumio. 

Pet. Verona, for a while I take my leave. 
To see my friends in Padua ; but of all 
My best beloved and approved friend, 
Hortensio ; and I trow this is his house. 
Here, sirrah Grumio, knock, 1 say. 3 

Gru. Knock, sir! Whom should I knock ? 
Is there any man has rebus’d your 
worship ? 

Pet. Villain, I say, knock me here 
soundly. 

Gru. Knock you here, sir ? W’hy, sir, 
what am I, sir, that I should knock you 
here, sir ? lo 

Pet. Villain, I say, knock me at this gate. 
And rap me well, or I’ll knock your knave’s 
pate. 

Gru. My master is grown quarrelsome, I 
should knock you first. 

And then 1 know after who comes by the 
worst. 

Pet. Will it not be ? J5 

Faith, sirrah, an you’ll not knock I’ll 
ring it ; 

I’ll try how you can soLfa, and sing it. 

[He tvrings him by the ears. 
Gru. Help, masters, help ! My master is 
mad. 

Pel. Now knock when 1 bid you, sirrah 
villain 1 

Enter Hortensio. 

Hor. How now ! what’s the matter ? My 
old friend Grumio and my good friend 
Petruchio ! How do you all at Verona ? 22 
Pet. Signior Hortensio, come you to part 
the fray ? 

‘ Con tutto il cuore ben trovato’ may I say. 
Hor. Alla nostra casa ben venuto. 

Mol to honorato signor mio Pet- 
rucio. 26 

Rise, Grumio, rise ; we will compound this 
quarrel. 

Gru. Nay, ’tis no matter, sir, what he 
’leges in Latin. If this be not a lawful 
cause for me to leave hisS service—look you, 
sir: he bid me knock him and rap him 
soundly, sir. Well, was it fit for a servant 
to use his master so; being, perhaps, for 
aught 1 see, two and thirty, a pip out ? 32 
Whom would to God I had well knock’d at 
first. 

Then had not Grumio come by the worst. 
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Pet. A senseless villain ! Good Hortcnsio, 
1 bade the rascal knock upon your gate, 
And could not get him for my heart to do it. 

Gru. Knock at the gate ? O heavens! 
Spake you not these words plain : ‘ Sirrah 
knock me here, rap me here, knock me well, 
and knock me soundly ’ ? And come you 
now with ‘ knocking at the gate ' ? 4' 

Pet. Sirrah, be gone, or talk not, I advise 
you. 

Hor. Petruchio. patience; 1 am Grumio's 
pledge; 

Why, this s a heavy chance ’twixt him and 
you. 

Your ancient, trusty, pleasant servant 
Grumio. i') 

And tell me now, sweet friend, what happy 
gale 

Blows you to Padua here from old Verona ? 
Pei. Such wind as scatters young men 
through the world 

To seek their fortunes farther than at home. 
Where small experience grows. But in a 
few, V 

Signior Hortensio, thus it stands with me: 
Antonio, my father, is deceas’d. 

And 1 have thrust myself into this maze, 
Haply to wive and thrive as best 1 may ; 
Crowns in my purse I have, and goods at 
home, 3^ 

And so am come abroad to see the world. 
Hor. Petruchio, shall 1 then come 
roundly to thee 

And wish thee to a shrewd ill-favour’d 
wife ? 

Thou’dst thank me but a little for my 
counsel. 

And yet I’ll promise thee she shall be rich. 
And very rich ; but th’art too much my 
friend, 

And ril not wish thee to her. 

Pei, Signior Hortensio, ’twixt such friends 
as we 

Few words suffice ; and therefore, if thou 
know 

One rich enough to be Petruchio’s wife, os 
As wealth is burden of my wooing dance, 
Be she as foul as was Florcntius’ love, 

As old as Sibyl, and as curst and shrewd 
As Socrates’ Xanthippe or a worse— 

She moves me not, or not removes, at 
least, /(• 

Affection’s edge in me, were she as rough 
As are the swelling Adriatic seas. 

I come to wive it wealthily in Padua ; 

If wealthily, then happily in Padua. 74 
Gn<. Xay, look you, sir, he tells you flatly 
vhit his mind is. Why, give him gold 
enough and marry him to a puppet or an 
aglet-baby, or an old trot with ne’er a 
tooth in her head, though she have as many 
diseases as two and fifty horses. Why, 
nothing comes amiss, so money comes 
withal. So 


Hor. Petruchio, since we arc stepp’d thus 
far in, 

1 will continue that I broach’d in jest. 

I can, Petruchio, help thee to a wife 
With wealth enough, and young and 
beauteous ; 

Brought up as best becomes a gentle¬ 
woman ; 8.3 

Her only fault, and that is faults enough, 
Is —that she is intolerable curst. 

And shrewd and froward so beyond all 
measure 

That, were my state far worser than it is, 
I would not wed her for a mine of gold. <>o 
Pet. Hortensio, i>cacc I thou know’st not 
gold’s effect. 

Teli me her father’s name, and ’tis enough ; 
For I will board her though she chide as 
loud 

As thunder when the clouds in autumn 
crack. 

Hor. Her father is Baptista Minola, ‘j*) 
An affable and courteous gentleman ; 

Her name is Kathcrina Minola, 

Renown’d in Padua for her scolding 
tongue. 

Pet. I know her father, though I know 
not her *, 

And he knew my dcceasc .1 father well. 100 
I will not sleep, Hortensio, till I see her; 
And therefore let me be thus bold with you 
To give you over at this first encounter, 
Unless you will accompany me thither. 104 
Gru. 1 pray you, sir, let him go while the 
humour lasts. O’ my word, an she knew 
him as well as I do, she would think scold¬ 
ing would do little good upon him. She 
may perhaps call him half a score knaves 
or so. Why, that's nothing ; an he begin 
once, he’ll rail in his rope-tricks. I’ll tell 
you what, sir : an she stand him hut a 
little, he will throw a figure in her face, and 
so disfigure her with it that she shall have 
no more eyes to see withal than a cat. You 
know him not, sir. xij 

Hor. Tarry, Petruchio, I must go with 
thee. 

For in Baptista’s keep my treasure is. us 
He hath the jewel of my life in hold, 

His youngest daughter, beautiful Bianca; 
And her withholds from me, and other 
more, 

Suitors to her and rivals in my love; 
Supposing it a thing impossible— uo 

For those defects I have before rehears’d— 
That ever Katherina will be woo’d. 
Therefore this order hath Baptista ta’en. 
That none shall have access unto Bianca 
Till Katherine the curst have got a husband. 

Gru. Katherine the curst! 

A title for a maid of all titles the worst. 
Hor. Now shall my friend Petruchio do 
me grace, 

And offer me disguis’d in sober robes 
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To old Baptista as a sch 4 >olmaster 130 
Well seen in music, to instruct Bianca ; 
That so 1 may by this device at least 
Have leave and leisure to make love to her. 
And unsuspected court her by herself. 

Enter Gremio with Lucentio disguised as 
Cambio. 

Gnu Here’s no knavery ! See, to beguile 
the old folks, how the young folks lay their 
heads together! Master, master, look 
about you. Who goes there, ha ? ly/ 

Hor. Peace, Grumio ! It is the rival of my 
love. Pctruchio, stand by awhile. 

Gru. A proper stripling, and an amorous! 

(T/ic;v stand aside. 
Gre. O, very well; I have perus’d the 
note. 

Hark you, sir; I’ll have them very fairly 
bound— 

All books of love, sec that at any hand ; 
And see you read no other lectures to her. 
You understand me—over and beside n-s 
Signior Baptista’s liberality, 
rii mend it with a largess. Take your 
paper too, 

And let me have them very well perfum’d ; 
For she is sweeter than perfume itself 
To whom they go to. What will you rcad 
to her ? ISO 

Luc. Whate’er 1 read to her. I’ll plead for 
you 

As for my patron, stand you so assur’d. 

As firmly as yourself were still in place; 
Yea, and perhaps with more successful 
words 15» 

Than you, unless you were a scholar, sir. 
Gre. O this learning, what a thing it is ! 
Gru. O this woodcock, what an ass it is 1 
Pet. Peace, sirrah ! 

Hor. Grumio, mum ! | Coming forward I 
God save you, Sigiiior Gremio! 
Gre. And you are well met, Signlor 
Hortensio. lOo 

Trow you whither 1 am going ? To Baptista 
Minola. 

I promis’d to enquire carefully 
About a schoolmaster for the fair Bianca ; 
And by good fortune 1 have lighted well 
On this young man ; for learning and 
behaviour 165 

Fit for her turn, well read in poetry 
And other books—good ones, 1 warrant ye. 
Hor. ’Tis well; and I have met a gentle¬ 
man 

Hath promis’d me to help me to another, 
A fine musician to instruct our mistress ; 170 
So shall 1 no whit be behind in duty 
To fair Bianca, so beloved of me. 

Gre. Beloved of me—^and that my deeds 
shall prove. 

Gru. And that his bags shall prove. 

Hor. Gremio, ’tis now no time to vent 
our love. 175 


[Act 1 

Listen to me, and if you speak me fair 
I'll tell you news indifferent good for either. 
Here is a gentleman whom by chance 1 met, 
Upon agreement from us to his liking, 

W^ill undertake to woo curst Katherine; 
Yea, and to marry her, if her dowry please. 

Gre. So said, so done, is well. tSs 

Hortensio, have you told him all her faults? 

Pet. I know she is an irksome brawling 
scold ; 

If that be all, masters, 1 hear no harm, 

Gre. No, say’st me so, friend ? What 
countryman ? 

Pet. Born in Verona, old Antonio’s son. 
My father dead, my fortune lives for me; 
And I do hope good days and long to sec. 

Gre. O sir, such a life with such a wife 
were strange I mo 

But if you have a stomach, to’t a God’s 
name; 

You shall have me assisting you in all. 

But will you woo this wild-cat ? 

Pet. Will 1 live ? 

Gru. Will he woo her ? Ay, or I’ll hang 
her. 

Pet. Why came I hither but to that 
intent ? 195 

Think you a little din can daunt mine ears ? 
Have 1 not in my time heard lions roar ? 
Have 1 not heard the sea, puff’d up with 
winds. 

Rage like an angry boar chafed with sweat ? 
Have I not heard great ordnance in the 
field, 300 

And heaven's artillery thunder in the skies? 
Have I not in a pitched battle heard 
Loud ’larums, neighing steeds, and trum¬ 
pets’ clang ? 

And do you tell me of a woman’s tongue. 
That gives not half so great a blow to hear 
As will a chestnut in a farmer’s fire ? 206 

Tush ! tush I fear boys with bugs. 

Gru. For he fears none. 

Gre. Hortensio, hark : 

This gentleman is happily arriv'd. 

My mind presumes, for his own good and 
ours. 210 

Hor. I promis’d we would be contributors 
And bear his charge of wooing, whatsoe’er. 

Gre. And so we will—provided that he 
win her. 

Gru. I would I were as sure of a good 
dinner. 

Enter Tranio, bravely apparelled as 
Lucentiot and Biondello. 

Tra. Gentlemen, God save you I If 1 may 
be bold, 215 

Tell me, 1 beseech you, which is the readiest 
way 

To the house of Signior Baptista Minola ? 

Bion. He that has the two fair daughters; 
is’t he you mean ? 

Tra. Even he, Biondello. no 
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Gre. Hark you, sir, you mean not her to— 

Tra, Perhaps him and her, sir; what 
have you to do ? 

Pet Not her that chides, sir, at any hand, 
1 pray. 

Tra. I love no chiders, sir. Biondcllo, let's 
away. 

Luc. (Aside] Well begun, Tranio. 

Hor, Sir, a word ere you go. 

Arc you a suitor to the maid you talk of, 
yea or no ? 

Tra. And if I be, sir, is it any offence ? 

Gre. No ; if without more words you will 
get you hence. 

Tra. Why, sir, I pray, are not the streets 
as free 

For me as for you ? 

Gre. But so is not she. 230 

Tra. For what reason, I beseech you ? 

Gre. For this reason, if you’ll know, 
That she’s the choice love of Signior 
Gremio. 

Hor. That she’s the chosen of Signior 
Hortcnsio. 

Tra. Softly, my masters I If you be 
gentlemen, 

Do me this right—hear me with patience. 
Baptista is a noble gentleman. 

To whom my father is not all unknown, 
And, were his daughter fairer than she is, 
She may more suitors have, and me for one. 
Fair Leda’s daughter had a thousand 
wooers; ^io 

Then well one more may fair Bianca have ; 
And so she shall: Lucentio shall make one, 
Though Paris came in hope to speed alone. 

Gre. What, this gentleman will out-talk 
us all 1 

Luc, Sir, give him head; I know he'll 
prove a jade. -'45 

Pet. Hortcnsio, to what end are all these 
words ? 

Hor. Sir, let me be so bold as ask you, 
Did you yet ever see Baptista’s daughter ? 

Tra. No, sir, but hear 1 do that he hath 
two : ::49 

The one as famous for a scolding tongue 
As is the other for beauteous modesty. 

Pet. Sir, sir, the first's for me; let her 
go by. 

Gre. Yea, leave that labour to great 
Hercules, 

And let it be more than Alcides’ twelve. 

PeL Sir, understand you this of me, in 
sooth: 255 

The youngest daughter, whom you hearken 
for. 

Her father keeps from all access of suitors. 
And will not promise her to any man 
Until the elder sister first be wed. 259 
The younger then is free, and not before. 

Tra. If it be so, sir, that you are the man 
Must stead us all, and me amongst the rest; 
And if you break the ice, and do this feat. 


Achieve the elder, set the younger free 
For our access—whose hap shall be to have 
her 265 

Will not so graceless be to be ingrate. 

Hor. Sir, you say well, and well you do 
conceive; 

And since you do profess to be a suitor. 
You must, as we do, gratify this gentleman. 
To whom we all rest generally beholding. 

Tra. Sir, 1 shall not be slack ; in sign 
whereof, 271 

Please ye we may contrive this afternoon. 
And quaff carouses to our mistress' health ; 
And do as adversaries do in law— 

Strive mightily, but eat and drink as 
friends. 275 

Gru., Bion. O excellent motion ! Fellows, 
let’s be gone. 

Hor. I he motion's good indeed, and be it 
so. 

Petruchio, I shall be your ben venuto. 

I Exeunt. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Padua. Baptista's house. 

Enter Katherina and Bianca. 

Bian. Good sister, wrong me not, nor 
wrong yourself, 

To make a bondmaid and a slave of me— 
That I disdain ; but for these other gawds, 
Unbind my hands, I'll pull them off 
myself, 

Yea, all my raiment, to my petticoat; -i 
Or what you will command me will I do, 

So well 1 know my duty to my elders. 

Kath. Of all thy suitors here I charge 
thee tell 

Whom thou lov’st best. See thou dissemble 
not. 

Bian. Believe me, sister, of all the men 
alive lo 

I never yet beheld that special face 
Which 1 could fancy more than any other. 

Kaih. Minion, thou liest. Is't not 
Hortcnsio ? 

Bian. If you affect him, sister, here I 
swear 

I'll plead for you myself but you shall have 
him. 15 

Kath. O then, belike, you fancy riches 
more: 

You will have Gremio to keep you fair. 

Bian. Is it for him you do envy me so ? 
Nay, then you jest; and now I well 
perceive 

You have but jested with me all this while. 
1 prithee, sister Kate, untie my hands. 21 

Kath. [Strikes her] If that be jest, then 
all the rest was so. 

Enter Baptista. 

Bap. Why, how now', dame! Whence 
grows this insolence ? 
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I?ian:a, stand aside—paor girl! she weeps. 

[He unbinds her. 
Go ply thy needle ; meddle not witli her. 
For shame, thou hilding of a devilish spirit, 
Why dost thou wrong her that did ne’er 
wrong thee ? 

When did she cross thee with a bitter word? 
Kath, Her silence flouts me, and I’ll be 
reveng’d. [Flies after Bianca. 

Bap. What, in my sight ? Bianca, get 
thee in. [Exit Bianca. 

Kath. What, will you not suiFer me? 
Nay, now 1 see 

She is your treasure, she must have a 
husband ; 

1 must dance barc-foot on her wedding- 
day, 

And for your love to her lead apes in hell. 
Talk not to me ; I will go sit and weep, 

Till 1 can find occasion of revenge. 

[Exit Kalherina. 
Bap. Was ever gentleman thus griev’d 
as 1 ? 

But who comes here ? 

Enter Gremio, with Lucentio in the habit of 
a mean man ; Petruchio, with Hor- 
TENSio as a musician ; and Tranio, as 
Lucent iOf with his boy, Biondello, 
bearing a lute and books. 

Grc. Good morrow, neighbour Baptista. 
Bap. Good morrow, neighbour Gremio, 
God save you, gentlemen ! 4i 

Pet. And you, good sir I Pray, have you 
not a daughter 

Call’d Kathcrina, fair and virtuous ? 

Bap. 1 have a daughter, sir, call’d 
Kathcrina. 44 

Gre. You are too blunt; go to it orderly. 
Pei. You wrong me, Signior Gremio; give 
me leave. 

I am a gentleman of Verona, sir, 

That, hearing of her beauty and her wit. 
Her affability and bashful modesty, 49 

Her wondrous qualities and mild behaviour. 

Am bold to show' myself a forward guest 
Within your house, to make mine eye the 
witness 

Of that report which I so oft have heard. 
And, for an entrance to my entertainment, 
1 do present you with a man of mine, 55 
[Presenting Hortensio. 
Cunning in music and the mathematics. 

To instruct her fully in those sciences. 
Whereof 1 know she is not ignorant. 
Accept of him, or else you do me wrong— 
His name is Licio, born in Mantua. '»o 
Bap. Y’arc welcome, sir, and he for 
your good sake; 

But for my daughter Katherine, this I 
know, 

She is not for your turn, the more my grief. 
Pet. I see you do not mean to part with 
her: 


[Act 2 

Or else you like not of my company. (5 
Bap. Mistake me not; I speak but as 1 
find. 

V/hence are you, sir ? What may I call 
your name ? 

Pet. Petruchio is my name, Antonio's son, 
A man well known throughout all Italy. 
Bap. 1 Know him well; you are welcome 
for his sake. 70 

Gre. Saving your tale, Petruchio, I pray, 
Let us that arc poor petitioners speak too. 
Bacare ! you are naarvellous forward. 

Pel. O, pardon me, Signior Gremio I I 
would fain be doing. 

Gre. 1 doubt it not, sir ; but you will 
curse your wooing. 75 

Neighbour, this is a gift very grateful, 1 am 
sure of it. 'I'o express the like kitidncss, 
myself, that have been more kindly behold¬ 
ing to you than any, freely give unto you 
this young scholar [presenling Lucentin] 
that hath been long studying at Rheims; 
as cunning in Greek, Latin, and other 
languages, as the other in music and mathe¬ 
matics. His name is Cambio. Pray accept 
nis service. sj 

Bap. A thousand thanks, Sigjnior Gremio. 
W’elcome, good Cambio. [To Tranio] But, 
gentle sir, metiiinks you walk like a 
stranger. May I be so bold to know the 
cause of your coming ? s(. 

Tra. Pardon me, sir, the boldness is mine 
own 

That, being a stranger in this city here, 
Do make myself a suitor to your daughter, 
Unto Bianca, fair and virtuous. 

Nor is your firm resolve unknowm to me 
In the preferment of the eldest sister. 

I his liberty is all that I request— 

1 hat, upon knowledge of my parentage, 

I may have welcome ’mongst the rest that 
woo, 95 

And free access and favour as the rest. 

And toward the education of your 
daughters 

I here bestow a simple instrument, 

And this small packet of Greek and Latin 
books. 

If you accept them, then their worth is 
great. 100 

Bap. Lucentio is your name ? Of whence, 
1 pray ? 

Tra. Of Pisa, sir ; son to Vincentio. 

Bap. A mighty man of Pisa. By report 
I know him well. You are very welcome, 
sir. 

Take you the lute, and you the set of 
books; 105 

You shall go sec your pupils presently. 
Holla, within I 

Enter a Servant. 

Sirrah, lead these gentlemen 
To my daughters ; and tell them both 
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Scene 1] 

These are their tutors. Bid them use them 
well. [lixii Servant leading Hor¬ 
tens io carrying the lute and 
Lucent io with the books. 

Wc will go walk a little in the orchard, uo 
And then to dinner. You are passing 
welcome, 

And so 1 pray you all to think yourselves. 

Pel. Sigivior Baptista, my business asketh 
haste, 

And every day I cannot come to woo. im 
Y ou knew my father well, and in him me, 
l eft solely heir to all his lands and goods, 
Which 1 h? 4 ve bettered rather than de¬ 
creas'd. 

'I hcn tell me, if 1 get your daughter’s love, 
What dowry shall I have with her to wife ? 

Bap. After my death, the one half of my 
lands j 

And, in possession, twenty thousand 
crowns. 

Pet. And for that dowry. I’ll assure her of 
Her widowhood, be it that she survive me. 
In all my lands and leases whatsoever. 

Let specialties be therefore drawn between 
us, J.^3 

That covenants may be kept on either hand. 

Bap. Ay, when the special thing is well 
obtain’d, 

'lhat is, her love ; for that is all in all. 

Pet. W'hy, that is nothing ; for 1 tell you, 
father, i.-; 

I am as peremptory as she proud-minded ; 
And where two raging fires meet together, 
They do consume the thing that feeds their 
fury. 

Though little fire grows great with little 
wind, 

Yet extreme gusts will blow out fire and all. 
So I to her, and so she yields to me; >.}5 

For 1 am rough, and woo not like a babe. 

Bap. Well mayst thou woo, and happy be 
Ihy speed ! 

But be then arm’d for some unhappy 
words. 

Pet. Ay, to the proof, as mountains are 
for winds. 

That shake not though they blow per¬ 
petually, 140 

Re-enter Hortensio, with his head broke. 

Bap. How now, my friend ! \V hy dost 
thou look so pale ? 

Hor. For fear, I premise you, if 1 look 
pale. 

Bap. What, will my daughter prove a 
good musician ? 

Hor. 1 think she’ll sooner prove a soldier : 
Iron may hold with her, but never lutes. i4.s 

Bap. Why, then thou canst not break her 
to the lute ? 

Hor. Why, no; for she hath broke the 
lute to me. 

1 did but tell her she mistook her frets, 1 


And bow'd her hand to teach her fingering, 
When, with a most impatient devilish 
spirit, i 50 

‘ Frets, call you these ? ’ quoth she * I’ll 
fume with them 

And with that word she struck me on the 
head, 

And through the instrument my pate made 
way ; 

And there I stood amazed for a while, 154 
As on a pillory, looking through the lute, 
While she did call m: rascal fiddler 
And twangling Jack, with twenty such vile 
terms. 

As had she studied to misuse me so. 

Pet. Now, by the world, it is a lusty 
wench ; i ^<4 

1 love her ten times more than e’er 1 did. 
O, how I long to have some chat wath her I 

Bap. Well, go with me, and be not so 
discomfited ; 

Proceed in practice with my younger 
daughter ; 

She's apt to learn, and thankful for good 
turns. 

Signior Petriichio. will you go with us, 165 
Or shall 1 send my daughter Kate to you ? 

Pet. I pray you do. 

(FxeMut all but Peiruchio. 

I’ll attend her here. 
And w'oo her with some spirit when she 
comes. 

Say that she rail; why, then I’ll tell her 
plain 

She sings as sweetly as a nightingale. 

Say that she frown ; I’ll say she looks as 
clear 

As morning roses newly wash’d with dew. 
Say she be mute, and will not speak a word; 
Then I’ll commend her volubility, 174 
And say s’ae uttcreth piercing eloquence. 
If she do bid me pack. I’ll give her thanks, 
As though she bid m2 stay by her a week ; 
If she deny to wed, i’ll crave the day 
When 1 shall ask the banns, and when be 
married. 

But here she comes ; and now, Petruchio, 
speak. I So 

Enter Katherina. 

Good morrow', Kate—for that’s your name, 
1 hear. 

Kaih. Well have you heard, but some¬ 
thing hard of hearing : 

They call me Katherine that do talk of me. 

Pet. You lie, in faith, for you are call’d 
plain Kate, 

And bonny Kate, and sometimes Kate the 
curst; js.-i 

But, Kate, the prettiest Kate in Christen¬ 
dom, 

Kate of Kate Hall, my super-dainty Kate, 
For dainties are all Kates, and therefore, 
Kate, 
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Take this of me, Kate of my consolation— 
Hearing thy mildness prais’d in every town, 
Thy virtues spoke of, and thy beauty 
sounded, loi 

Yet not so deeply as to thee belongs, 
Myself am mov’d to woo thee for my wife. 

Kath, Mov'd ! in good time! Let him 
that mov’d you hither io4 

Remove you hence. T knew you at the 
first 

You were a moveable. 

Pet, Why, what’s a moveable ? 

Kaih. A join’d-stool. 

Pet, Thou hast hit it. Come, sit on me. 

Kath, Asses are made to bear, and so are 
you. 

Pet. Women are made to bear, and so arc 
you. 

Kath, No such jade as you, if me you 
mean. eco 

Pet. Alas, good Kate, I wall not burden 
thee! 

For. knowing thee to be but young and 
light— 

Kath. 'I'oo light for such a swain as you 
to catch : 

And yet as heavy as my weight should be. 

Pet. Should be ! should—buzz ! 

Kath. Well ta’en, and like a buzzard. 

Pet. O, slow-wing'd turtle, shall a buz¬ 
zard take thee ? 

Kath. Ay, for a turtle, as he takes a 
buzzard. 

Pet. Come, come, you wasp ; i’ faith, you 
are too angry. 

Kath. If I be waspish, best beware my 
sting. 

Pet. My remedy is then to pluck it out. 

Kaih. Ay, if the fool could find it where 
it lies. 

Pet. Who knows not where a wasp does 
wear his sting ? 

In his tail. 

Kath. In his tongue. 

Pet. Whose tongue ? 

Kath. Yours, if you talk of tales ; and so 
farewell. 

Pet. What, with my tongue in your tail ? 
Nay, come again, 21 ^ 

Good Kate ; I am a gentleman. 

Kath. That I’ll try. 

[S'he strikes him. 

Pet. 1 swear I’ll cuff you, if you strike 
again. 

Kath. So may you lose your arms. 

If you strike me, you arc no gentleman ; 
And if no gentleman, why then no arms. 

Pei. A herald, Kate ? O, put me in thy 
hooks! 221 

Kath. What is your crest—a coxcomb ? 

Pet. A combless cock, so Kate will be my 
hen. 

Kaih. No cock of mine: you crow too 
like a craven. 
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[Act 2 

Pet. Nay, come, Kate, come; you must 
not look so sour. 225 

Kaih. It is my fashion, when 1 see a crab. 

Pet. Why, here’s no crab ; and therefore 
look not sour. 

Kath. There is, there is. 

Pet. Then show it me. 

Kath. Had I a glass I would. 

Pet. What, you mean my face ? 

Kath. Well aim’d of such a young one. 

Pet. Now, by Saint George, I am too 
young for you. 231 

Kath. Yet you are wither’d. 

Pet. 'Tis with cares. 

Kath. I care not. 

Pet. Nay, hear you, Kate—in sooth, you 
scape not so. 

Kath. 1 chafe you, if I tarry ; let me go. 

Pet. No, not a whit; I find you passing 
gentle. 233 

'Twas told me you were rough, and coy, 
and sullen, 

And now I find report a very liar ; 

For thou art pleasant, gamesome, passing 
courteous. 

But slow in speech, yet sweet as spring¬ 
time flowers. 

Thou canst not frown, thou canst not look 
askance, 240 

Nor bite the lip, as angry wenches will, 
Nor hast thou pleasure to be cross in talk ; 
But thou with mildness entertain’st thy 
wooers; 

With gentle conference, soft and affable. 
Why does the world report that Kate doth 
limp ? ..4.1 

O sland'rous world ! Kate like the hazel- 
twig 

Is straight and slender, and as brown in hue 
As hazel-nuts, and sweeter than the kernels. 
O, let me see thee walk. I'hou dost not halt. 

Kaih. Go, fool, and whom thou keep’st 

command. 230 

Pet. Did ever Dian so become a grove 
As Kate this chamber with her princely 
gait ? 

O, be thou Dian, and let her be Kate ; 

And then let Kate be chaste, and Dian 
sportful! 

Kath. Where did you study all this 

goodly speech ? 255 

Pet. It is extempore, from my mother wit. 

Kath. A witty mother I witless else her 
son. 

Pet. Am 1 not wise ? 

Kaih. Yes, keep you warm. 

Pet, Marry, so I mean, sweet Katherine, 
in thy bed. 259 

And therefore, setting all this chat aside. 
Thus in plain terms; your father hath 
consented 

That you shall be my wife; your dowry 
’greed on; 262 

And will you, nill you, 1 will marry you. 
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Scene 1] 

Now, Kate, 1 am a husband for your turn ; 
For, by this light, whereby I see thy beauty, 
Thy beauty that doth make me like thee 
well. 

Thou must be married to no man but me ; 
For 1 am he am born to tame you, Kate, 
And bring you from a wild Kate to a Kate 
Conformable as other household Kates. 270 

Ke-enier Baptista, Gremio, and Tranio. 

Here comes your father. Never make 
denial; 

I must and will have Katherine to my wife. 

Bap. Now, Signior Petruchio, how speed 
you with my daughter ? 

Pet. How but well, sir ^ how but well ? 
It were impossible I should speed amiss. 

Bap. Why, how now, daughter Katherine, 
in your dumps ? 27i> 

Kath. Call you me daughter ? Now 1 
promise you 

You have show'd a tender fatherly regard 
To wish me wed to one half lunatic, 

A mad-cap ruffian and a swearing Jack, ^sn 
That thinks with oaths to face the matter 
out. 

Pet. Father, ’tis thus : yourself and all 
the world 

That talk’d of her have talk’d amiss of her. 
If she be curst, it is for policy. 

For she's not froward, but modest as the 
dove; -’> 5 

She is not hot, but temperate as the morn ; 
Tor patience she will prove a second Grissel, 
And Roman Lucrece for her chastity. 

And, to conclude, we have ’greed so well 
together 

That upon Sunday is the wedding-day. 

Kath. ril see thee hang’d on Sunday first. 

Gre. Hark, Petruchio ; she says she’ll see 
thee hang’d first. 

Tra. Is this your speeding ? Nay, then 
good-night our part! 

Pet. Be patient, gentlemen. I choose her 
for myself; 204 

If she and I be pleas’d, what's that to you ? 
*Tis bargain'd 'twixt us twain, being alone. 
That she shall still be curst in company. 

I tell you ’tis incredible to believe 
How much she loves me—O, the kindest 
Kate! 299 

She hung about my neck, and kiss on kiss 
She vied so fast, protesting oath on oath, 
That in a twink she won me to her love. 

O, you are novices ! 'Tis a world to see 
How tame, when men and women arc 
alone, 

A meacock wretch can make the curstest 
shrew. 3<>5 

Give me thy hand, Kate; 1 will unto 
Venice, 

To buy apparel 'gainst the wedding-day. 
Provide the feast, father, and bid the 
guests; 


1 will be sure my Katherine shall be fine. 

Bap. 1 know not what to say ; but give 
me your hands. 410 

God send you joy, Petruchio ! 'Tis a match. 

Gre., Tra. Amen, say we; we will be 
witnesses. 

Pet. Father, and wife, and gentlemen, 
adieu. 

1 will to Venice ; Sunday comes apace; 
We will have rings and things, and fine 
array; 41 > 

And kiss me, Kate ; we will be married a 
Sunday. 

lExeunt Petruchio and Katherina fieverally. 

Gre. Was ever match clapp’d up so 
suddenly ? 

Bap. Faith, gentlemen, now I play a 
merchant’s part. 

And venture madly on a desperate mart. 

Tra. 'Twas a commodity lay fretting by 
you ; UH. 

’T will bring you gain, or perish on the seas. 

Bap. The gain 1 seek is tpiiet in the match. 

Gre. No doubt but he hath got a quiet 
catch. 

But now, Baptista, to your younger 
daughter: 4.4 

Now is the day we long have looked for ; 

I am your neighbour, and was suitor first. 

Tra. And I am one that love Bianca more 
Than words can witness or your thoughts 
can guess. 

Gre. Youngling, thou canst not love so 
dear as I. 

Tra. Greybeard, thy love doth freeze. 

Gre. But thine doth fry. 

Skipper, stand back ; ’tis age that nour- 
isheth. 

Tra. But youth in ladies’ eyes that flour- 
isheth. 

Bap. Content you, gentlemen ; I will 
compound this strife. 

’Tis deeds must win the prize, and he of 
both 

That can assure my daughter greatest 
dower v^s 

Shall have my Bianca’s love. 

Say, Signior Gremio, what can you assure 
her ? 

Gre. First, as you know, my house within 
the city 

Is richly furnished with plate and gold, 
Basins and ewers to lave her dainty hands ; 
My hangings all of Tyrian tapestry ; u i 

In ivory coffers I have stuff'd my crowms ; 
In cypress chests my arras counterpoints. 
Costly apparel, tents, and canopies. 

Fine linen, Turkey cushions boss’d w'ith 
pearl, vis 

Valance of Venice gold in needle-work ; 
Pewter and brass, and all things that 
belongs 

To house or housekeeping. Then at my 
farm 


297 



THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 


I have a hundred milch-kine to the pail, 
Six score fat oxen standing in my stalls, 35 « 
And all things answerable to this portion. 
Myself am struck in years, 1 must confess ; 
And if 1 die to-morrow this is hers, 

If whilst I live she will be only mine. 

Tra. That ‘ only * came w'ell in. Sir, list 
to m2: 335 

1 am my father’s heir and only son; 

If 1 may have your daughter to my wife, 
ril leave her houses three or four as good 
Within rich Pisa’s walls as any one 
Old Signior Gremio has in Padua ; 3'"* 

Besides two thousand ducats by the year 
Of fruitful land, all which shall be her 
jiiinture. 

What, have 1 pinch’d you, Signior Gremio ? 

Gre. Two thousand ducats by the year of 
land ! 

[Aside] My land amounts not to so much 
in ail.— 3'>3 

That she shall have, besides an argosy 
That now is lying in Marseilles road. 
What, have 1 chok’d you with an argosy ? 

Tra, Gremio, ’tis known my father hath 
no less 

Than three great argosies, besides two 
galliasses, 

And twelve tight galleys. These 1 will 
assure her, 

And twice as much whate’er thou olT’rest 
next. 

Gre. May, 1 have otT’red all; 1 have no 
more; 3/3 

And she can have no more than all 1 have ; 
If you like ms, she shall have me and mine. 

Tra. Why, then the maid is mine from 
all the world 37 '* 

By your firm promise ; Gremio is out-vied. 

Bap. 1 mast confess your offer is the best; 
And let your father make her the assurance. 
She is your own. Else, you must pardon me; 
If you should die before him, where’s her 
dower ? 3S1 

Tra. 1 hat’s but a cavil; he is old, 1 
young. 

Gre. And may not young men die as well 
as old / 

Bap. Well, gentlemen, 

I am thus resolv'd ; on Sunday next you 
know 3".5 

My daughter Katherine is to be married ; 
Now, on the Sunday following shall Bianca 
Be bride to you, if you make this as.siirance; 
If not, to Signior Gremio. 

And so I take my leave, and thank you 
both. 3';u 

Gre. Adieu, good neighbour. 

[Exii Bapthla. 

Now, I fear thee not. 
Sirrah young gamester, your father were a 
fool 

To give thee all, and in his waning age 
Set toot under thy table. Tut, a toy ! 
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[Act 3 

An old Italian fox is not so kind, my boy. 

[Exit. 

Tra. A vengeance on your crafty withered 
hide 1 3yo 

Yet I have fac’d it with a card of ten. 

'Tis in my head to do my master good : 

I see no reason but suppos'd Lucentio 
Must get a father, call’d suppos’d Vin- 
centio; 400 

And that’s a wonder—fathers commonly 
Do get their children ; but in this case of 
wooing 

A child shall get a sire, if I fail not of my 
cunning. [Exii, 

ACT THREE 

ScENK 1 . Padua. Baptista's house. 

Enter Luckntto as Cambio, Hortens 10 as 
Lido, ayid Bianca. 

Luc. Fiddler, forbear; you grow too 
forward, sir. 

Have you so soon forgot the entertainment 
Her sister Katherine welcom’d you withal ? 

Hor. But, wrangling pedant, this is 
The patroness of heavenly harmony. 5 
Then give me leave to have prerogative ; 
And when in music we have spent an hour, 
Your lecture shall have leisure for as much. 
Luc. Preposterous ass, that never read so 
far y 

To know the cause why music was ordain'dl 
Was it not to refresh the mind of man 
After his studies or his usual pain ? 

Then give me leave to read philosophy, 
And while I pause serve in your harmony. 
Hor. Sirrah, 1 will not bear these braves 
of thine. is 

Bian. Why, gentlemen, you do me double 
wrong 

To strive for that which rcsteth in my 
choice. 

1 am no breeching scholar in the schools. 
I’ll not be tied to hours nor 'pointed times. 
But learn my lessons as 1 please myself. 20 
And to cut off all strife: here sit we down ; 
Take you your instrument, play you the 
whiles; 

His lecture will be done ere you have tun’d. 
Hor. You’ll leave his lecture when I am 
in tunc ? 

Luc. That will be never—tune your in- 
striimint. 25 

Bian. Where left we last ? 

Luc. Here, madam : 

‘ Hie ibat Simois, hie cst Sigeia tellus. 
Hie stetcrat Priami regia cclsa senis'. 
Bian. Construe them. 30 

Luc. ‘ Hie ibat ’ as I told you before— 
‘ Simois ’ 1 am Lucentio—’ hie est ’ son 
unto Vincentio of Pisa—* Sigeia tellus ’ 
disguised thus to get your love—‘ Hie 
steterat * and that Lucentio that comes 
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a-wooing—‘ Priami ’ is my man Tranio— 
‘ regia ’ bearing my port—‘ celsa senis' that 
we might beguile the old pantaloon. 3 ^> 
Hor. Madam, my instrument’s in tune. 
Bian. Let’s hear. O fie! the treble jars. 
Luc. Spit in the hole, man, and tunc 
again. v) 

Bian, Now let me see if 1 can construe 
it: ‘ Hie ibat Simois ’ I know you not— 
‘ hie est Sigeia tellus ’ I trust you not— 
‘ Hie stetcrat Priami ’ take heed he hear us 
not—‘ regia ’ presume not—* celsa senis ’ 
despair not. 43 

Hor, Madam, ’tis now in tune. 

Luc. All but the bass. 

Hor, The bass is right; ’tis the base 
knave that jars. 

[Aside] How fiery and forward our pedant 
is! =it> 

Now, for my life, the knave doth court my 
love. 

Pedascule, I’ll watch you better yet. 

Bian. In time I may believe, yet 1 
mistrust. 

Luc. Mistrust it not—for, sure, Alacides 
Was Ajax, call’d so from his grandfather. 
Bian, 1 must believe my master ; else, I 
promise you, 

I should be arguing still upon that doubt; 
But let it rest. Now, Licio, to you. 

Good master, take it not unkindly, pray, 55 
That I have been thus pleasant with you 
both. 

Hor. [To Lucentio] You may go walk and 
give me leave awhile ; 

My lessons make no music in three parts. 
Luc. Are you so formal, sir ? Well, I 
must wait, 

[Aside] And watch withal; for, but I be 
deceiv’d, oo 

Our fine musician groweth amorous. 

Hor, Madam, before you touch the in¬ 
strument 

To learn the order of my fingering, 

1 must begin with rudiments of art, 

To teach you gamut in a briefer sort, 05 
More pleasant, pithy, and effectual. 

Than hath been taught by any of my 
trade; 

And there it is in writing fairly drawn. 
Bian, Why, 1 am past my gamut long 
ago. 

Hor. Yet read the gamut of Hortensio. 70 
Bian. [Reads] 

' Gamut ” 1 am, the ground of all accord - 
‘ A re ” to plead Hortensio’s passion— 

‘ B mi ” Bianca, take him for thy lord— 
‘ C fa ut ” that loves with all affection— 
‘ D sol re ” one clef, two notes have I— 
* E la mi ” show pity or I die.’ 70 

Call you this gamut ? Tut, I like it not! 
Old tashions please me best; 1 am not so 
nice 

To change true rules for odd inventions. 


Enter a Servant. 

Serv, Mistress, your father prays you 
leave your books «> 

And help to dress your sister’s chamber up. 
You know to-morrow is the wedding-day. 

Bian. Farewell, sweet masters, both ; 1 
must be gone. 

[Exeunt Bianca and Servant, 

Luc. Faith, mistress, then 1 have no 
cause to stay. [Exif. 

Hor. But I have cause to pry into this 
pedant; as 

Methinks he looks as though he were in 
love. 

Yet if thy thoughts, Bianca, be so humble 
To cast thy wand’ring eyes on every stale— 
Seize thee that list. If once I find thee 
ranging. 

Hortensio will be quit with thee by chang¬ 
ing. [lixd. 

Scene II. Padua. Before Bapiista*s hous'. 

Enter Baptista, Gremio, Tranio as 

Lucentiot Katherina, Bianca, Lu- 

CENTio as Cambio, and Attendants. 

Bap. I To Tranio] Signior Lucentio, this is 
the ’pointed day 

That Katherine and Petruchio should be 
married, 

And yet we hear not of our son-in-law. 
What will be said ? What mockery will 
it be 

To want the bridegroom w'hen the priest 
attends 5 

To speak the ceremonial rites of marriage ! 
What says Lucentio to this shame of ours ? 

Kalh, No shame but mine; I must, 
for 00th, be forc’d 

To give my hand, oppos’d against my 
heart, g 

Unto a mad-brain rudesby, full of spleen, 
W’ho woo’d in haste and means to wed at 
leisure. 

I told you, I, he was a frantic fool. 

Hiding his bitter jests in blunt behaviour ; 
And, to be noted for a merry man. 

He’ll woo a thousand, ’point the day of 
marriage, 15 

Make friends invited, and proclaim the 
banns; 

Yet never means to wed where he hath 
woo’d. 

Now must the world point at poor 
Katherine, 

And say * Lo, there is mad Petruchio's wife. 
If it would please him come and marry her!’ 

Tra, Patience, good Katherine, and 
Baptista too. .21 

Upon my life, Petruchio means but well. 
Whatever fortune stays him from his word. 
Though he be blunt, I know him passing 
wise; 
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Though he be merry, yet withal he’s honest. 

Kaih. Would Katherine had never seen 
him though ! 

[Exit, weeping, followed by Bianca and others. 

Bap. Go, girl, 1 cannot blame thee now 
to weep, 

For such an injury would vex a very 
saint; 

Much more a shrew of thy impatient 
humour. 

Enter Biondello. 

Bion. Master, master! News, and such 
old news as you never heard of! u 

Bap. Is it new and old too ? How may 
that be ? 

Bion. Why, is it not news to hear of 
Petruchio’s coming ? 

Bap. Is he come ? 

Bion. Why, no, sir. 

Bap. What then ? 

Bion. He is coming. 

Bap. When will he be here ? 

Bion. W hen he stands where 1 am and 
sees you there. 

Tra. But, say, what to thine old news ? 

Bian. Why, Petruchio is coming—in a 
new hat and an old jerkin ; a pair of old 
breeches thrice turn'd ; a pair of boots that 
have been candle-cases, one buckled, an¬ 
other lac'd ; an old rusty sword ta'en out 
of the town armoury, with a broken hilt, 
and chapeless ; with two broken points ; 
his horse hipp’d, with an old mothy saddle 
and stirrups of no kindred; besides, 
possess'd with the glanders and like to 
mose in the chine, troubled with the lam- 
pass, infected with the fashions, full of 
windgalls, sped with spavins, rayed with 
the yellows, past cure of the fives, stark 
spoil’d with the staggers, begnawn with the 
bots, sway’d in the back and shoulder- 
shotten, near-legg'd before, and with a 
half-cheek’d bit, and a head-stall of sheep’s 
leather which, being restrain’d to keep 
him from stumbling, hath been often burst, 
and now repaired with knots ; one girth 
six times piec’d, and a woman’s crupper of 
velure, which hath two letters for her name 
fairly set down in studs, and here and there 
piec’d with pack-thread. 

Bap. Who comes with him ? Oo 

Bion. O, sir, his lackey, for all the world 
caparison'd like the horse—with a linen 
stock on one leg and a kersey boot-hose on 
the other, gart'red with a red and blue list; 
an old hat, and the humour of forty 
fancies prick’d in’t for a feather; a 
monster, a very monster in apparel, and 
not like a Christian footboy or a gentleman’s 
lackey. o? 

Tra. ’Tis some odd humour pricks him 
to this fashion; 

Yet oftentimes he goes but mean-apparell’d. 
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Bap. 1 am glad he’s come, howsoe’er he 
comes. 70 

Bion. Why, sir, he comes not. 

Bap. Didst thou not say he comes ? 

Bion. Who ? that Petruchio came ? 

Bap. Ay, that Petruchio came. 

Bion. No, sir ; I say his horse comes with 
him on his back. 76 

Bap. Why, that's all one. 

Bion. Nay. by Saint Jamy, 

1 hold you a penny, 

A horse and a man 80 

Is more than one, 

And yet not many. 

Enter Petruchio and Grumio. 

Pet. Come, where be these gallants ? 
Who’s at home ? 

Bap. You are welcome, sir. 

Pet. And yet I come not well. 

Bap. And yet you halt not. 

Tra. Not so well apparell’d 

As I wish you were. so 

Pet. Were it better, I should rush in thus. 
But where is Kate ? Where is my lovely 
bride ? 

How does my father ? Gentles, methinks 
you frown; 89 

And wherefore gaze this goodly company 
As if tiiey saw some wondrous monument. 
Some comet or unusual prodigy ? 

Bap. Why, sir, you know this is your 
wedding-day. 

First were we sad, fearing you would not 
come; 94 

Now sadder, that you come so unprovided. 
Fie, doff this habit, shame to your estate. 
An eye-sore to our solemn festival! 

Tra. And tell us what occasion of import 
Hath all so long detain’d you from your 
wife. 

And sent you hither so unlike yourself ? 100 

Pet. Tedious it were to tell, and harsh to 
hear; 

Sufficeth 1 am come to keep my word, 
Though in some part enforced to digress, 
Which at more leisure 1 will so excuse 
As you shall well be satisfied withal. 105 
But where is Kate ? I stay too long from 
her; 

The morning wears, ’tis time we were at 
church. 

Tra. See not your bride in these un- 
reverent robes; 

Go to my chamber, put on clothes of mine. 

Pet. Not I, believe me ; thus I’ll visit her. 

Bap. But thus, 1 trust, you will not marry 
her. Ill 

Pet. Good sooth, even thus; therefore 
ha’ done with words ; 

To me she’s married, not unto my clothes. 
Could I repair what she will wear in me 
As I can change these poor accoutrements, 
’Twere well for Kate and better for myself. 
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But what a fool am 1 to chat with you. 
When I should bid good morrow to my 
bride 

And seal the title with a lovely kiss ! 

[Exeunt Petruchio and Grumio. 

Tra, He hath some ineuning in his mad 
attire. 120 

We will persuade him, be it possible. 

To put on better ere he go to church. 

Bap, ril after him and see the event of 
this. 

[Exeunt Baptista, Gremio, Biondello, 
and Attendants. 

Tra. But to her love concerneth us to 
add 124 

Her father's liking; w'hich to bring to pass, 
As 1 before imparted to your worship, 

1 am to get a man—whate’er he be 
It skills not much ; we’ll fit him to our 
turn— 

And he shall be Vincentio of Pisa, 

And make assurance here in Padua i ^ 
Of greater sums than I have promised. 

So shall you quietly enjoy your hope 
And marry sweet Bianca with consent, 

Luc. Were it not that my fellow school¬ 
master 

Doth watch Bianca’s steps so narrowly, iv, 
"rwere good, methinks, to steal our 
marriage; 

Which once perform’d, let all the world say 
no, 

ril keep mine own despite of all the world. 

Tra. That by degrees wc mean to look 
into I.VI 

And watch our vantage in this business ; 
We’ll over-reach the greybeard, Gremio, 
The narrow-prying father, Minola, 

The quaint musician, amorous Licio— 

All for my master’s sake, Lucentio. 

Re-enter Gremio, 

Signior Gremio, came you from the 
church ? 145 

Gre. As willingly as e’er I came from 
school. 

Tra. And is the bride and bridegroom 
coming home ? 

Gre. A bridegroom, say you ? 'Tis a 
groom indeed, 

A grumbling groom, and, that the girl shall 
find. 

Tra. Curster than she ? Why, ’tis im¬ 
possible. J.5U 

Gre. Why, he's a devil, a devil, a very 
fiend. 

Tra. Why, she’s a devil, a devil, the 
devil’s dam. 

Gre. Tut, she’s a lamb, a dove, a fool, to 
him! 

I’ll tell you, Sir Lucentio : when the priest 
Should ask if Katherine should be his wife, 

* Ay, by gogs-wouns ’ quoth he, and swore 
so loud 156 


That, all amaz’d, the priest let fall the 
book; 

And as he stoop'd again to take it up, 

This mad-brain’d bridegroom tOL>k him 
such a cuff 

That down fell priest and book, and book 
and priest. lOo 

’ Now take them up,’ quoth he ’ if any 
list.’ 

Tra. What said the wench, when he rose 
again ? 

Gre. Trembled and shook, for why he 
stamp’d and swore 
As if the vicar meant to cozen him. 

But after many ceremonies done 163 

He calls for wine : ‘ A health ! ’ quoth he, 
as if 

He had been abroad, carousing to his mates 
After a storm ; quaff’d off the muscadel. 
And threw the sops all in the sexton’s face, 
Having no other reason 170 

But that his beard grew thin and hungerly 
And seem’d to ask him sops as he was 
drinking. 

This done, he took the bride about the neck. 
And kiss’d her lips with such a clamorous 
smack j; 4 

That at the parting all the church did echo. 
And 1 , seeing this, came thence for very 
shame; 

And after me, 1 know , the rout is coming. 
Such a mad marriage p:ver was before. 
Hark, hark \ 1 hear the minstrels play. 

I Music plays. 

Enter Petruchio, Katherina, Bianca, 

Baptista, Hoktensio, Grumio, and 

Train. 

Pet. Gentlemen and friends, I thank you 
for your pains. iSa 

I know you think to dine with me to-day. 
And have prepar’d great store of wedding 
cheer; 

But so it is—my haste doth call me hence. 
And therefore here I mean to take my 
leave. 

Bap. Is’t possible you will away to¬ 
night ? 185 

Pet. I must away to-day before night 
come. 

Make it no wonder; if you knew my 
business. 

You would entreat me rather go than stay. 
And, honest company, I thank you all 
That have beheld me give away myself 190 
To this most patient, sweet, and virtuous 
wife. 

Dine with my father, drink a health to me, 
For 1 must hence ; and farewell to you all. 

Tra. Let us entreat you stay till after 
dinner. «9, 

Pet. It may not be. 

Gre, Let me entreat you. 

Pet. It cannot be. 
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Kalh, Let me entreat you. 

Pet, I am content. 

Kath. Are you content to stay ? 

PeL I am content you shall entreat me 
stay ; 

But yet not stay, entreat me how you can. 

Kath. Now, if you love me, stay. 

Pet, Grumio, my horse. 

(.mi. Ay, sir, they be ready ; the oats 
have eaten the horses. 

Kath. Nay, then, 

Do what thou canst, 1 will not go to-day; 
No, nor to-morrow, not till I please myself. 
1 he door is open, sir ; there lies your way ; 
You may be jogging whiles your boots are 
green; 

For me. I’ll not be gone till I please myself. 
'Tis like you’ll prove a jolly surly groom 
That take it on you at the first so roundly. 

Pet. O Kate, content thee ; prithee be 
not angry. 

Kath. I will be angry ; wiiat hast thou 
to do ? 

Father, be quiet; he shall stay my leisure. 

Gre. Ay, marry, sir, now it begins to 
work. 

Kath. Gentlemen, forward to the bridal 
dinner, 215 

I see a woman may be made a fool 
If she had not a spirit to resist. 

Pet. They shall go forward, Kate, at thy 
command. 

Obey the bride, you that attend on her; 
Go to the feast, revel and domineer, 2.! ) 
Carouse full measure to her maidenhead; 
Be mad and merry, or go hang yourselves. 
But for my bonny Kate, she must with 
me. 

Nay, look not big, nor stamp, nor stare, nor 
fret; 

1 will be master of what is mine own— 225 
She is my goods, my chattels, she is my 
house, 

My household stuff, my field, my barn. 
My horse, my ox, my ass, my any thing. 
And here she stands ; touch her whoever 
dare; 229 

I’ll bring mine action on the proudest he 
That stops my way in Padua. Grumio. 
Draw forth thy weapon ; we are beset with 
thieves ; 

Rescue thy mistress, if thou be a man. 
Fear not, sweet wench ; they shall not touch 
thee, Kate; 

I’ll buckler thee against a million. 235 
[Exeunt PeiruchiOf Katherina, and Grumio. 

Bap, Nay, let them go, a couple of quiet 
ones. 

Gre. Went they not quickly, I should die 
with laughing. 

Tra. Of all mad matches, never was the 
lilce. 

Luc. Mistress, what’s your opinion of 
your sister ? 


[Act 4 

Bian. That, being mad herself, she's 
madly mated. 240 

Gre. I warrant him, Petruchio is Kated. 

Bap. Neighbours and friends, though 
bride and bridegroom wants 
For to supply the places at the table. 

You know there wants no junkets at the 
feast. 

Liiccntio, you shall supply the bride¬ 
groom’s place; 245 

And let Bianca take her sister’s room. 

Tra. Shall sweet Bianca practise how to 
bride it ? 

Bap. She shall, Liicentio. Come, gentle¬ 
men, let’s go. [Exeunf. 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Petruchio*s country house. 

Enter Grumio. 

Gru. Fie, fie on all tired jades, on all mad 
masters, and all foul ways ! Was ever man 
so beaten ? Was ever man so ray’d ? Was 
ever man so weary ? I am sent bclure to 
make a fire, and they arc coming after to 
warm them. Now were not I a little pot 
and soon hot, my very lips might freeze to 
my teeth, my tongue to the roof of my 
mouth, my heart in my belly, ere I should 
come by a fire to thaw me. But I with 
blowing the fire shall warm myself; for, 
considering the weather, a taller man than 
I will take cold. Holla, ho ! Curtis ! 10 

Enter Curtis. 

Curt. Who is that calls so coldly ? 

Gru. A piece of ice. If thou doubt it, 
thou mayst slide from my shoulder to my 
heel with no greater a run but my head and 
my neck. A fire, good Curtis. 

Curt. Is my master and his wife coming, 
Grumio ? 15 

Gnt. O, ay, Curtis, ay ; and therefore 
fire, fire ; cast on no water. 

Curt. Is she so hot a shrew as she's 
reported ? 

Gru. She was, good Curtis, before this 
frost; but thou know’st winter tames man, 
woman, and beast; for it hath tam’d my 
old master, and my new mistress, and 
myself, fellow Curtis. 22 

Curt. Away, you three-inch fool! I am 

no beast. 

Gru. Am I but three inches ? Why, thy 
horn is a foot, and so long am i at the least. 
But wilt thou make a fire, or shall I com¬ 
plain on thee to our mistress, whose hand 
—she being now at hand—thou shalt soon 
feel, to thy cold comfort, for being slow in 
thy hot office ? 

Curl. I prithee, good Grumio, tell me 

how goes the world ? 30 

Gru. A cold world, Curtis, in every office 
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but thine ; and therefore fire. Do thy duty, 
and have thy duty, for my master and 
mistress are almost frozen to death. 

Curt. There’s fire ready ; and therefore, 
good Grumio, the news ? {5 

Grii. Why, ‘ Jack boy I ho, boy ! ‘ and as 
mucJi news as wilt thou. 

Curt. Come, you are so full of cony- 
catching ! 

Grw. Why, therefore, fire; for I have 
caught extreme cold. Where’s the cook ? 
Is supper ready, the house trimm’d, rushes 
strew’d, cobwebs swept, the serving-men in 
their new fustian, their white stockings, and 
every officer his wedding-garment on ? Be 
the jacks fair within, the Jills fair without, 
the carpets laid, and everything in order ? 

Curt. All ready ; and therefore, I pray 
thee, news. 45 

Gru. First know my liorse is tired ; my 
master and mistress fali’n out. 

Curt. How ? 

Gru. Out of their saddles into the dirt; 
and thereby hangs a tale. ‘.o 

Curl. Let’s ha’t, good Grumio. 

Gi'u. Lend thine ear. 

Curt. Here. 

Gru. There. [Sfriking him. 

Curt. This ’tis to feel a tale, not to hear 
a tale. 

Gru. And therefore ’tis call’d a sensible 
talc ; and this cuff was but to knock at 
your car and beseech list’ning. Now 1 
begin : Imprimis, we came down a foul 
hill, my master riding behind my mistress— 

Curt. Both of one horse ? «m. 

Gru. What’s that to thee ? 

Curt. Why, a horse. 

Gru. Tell thou the tale. But hadst thou 
not cross’d me, thou shouldst have heard 
how her horse fell and she under her horse ; 
thou shouldst have heard in how miry a 
place, how she was bemoil’d, how he left 
her with the horse upon her, how he beat 
me because her horse stumbled, how she 
waded through the dirt to pluck him off 
me, how he swore, how she pray’d that 
never pray’d before, how 1 cried, how the 
horses ran away, how her bridle was burst, 
how 1 lost my crupper—with many things 
of worthy memory, which now shall die in 
oblivion, and thou return unexperienc'd to 
thy grave. 73 

Curf. By this reck’ning he is more shrew 
than she. 

Gru. Ay, and that thou and the proudest 
of you all shall find when he comes home. 
But what talk I of this ? Call forth 
Nathaniel, Joseph, Nicholas, Philip, Walter, 
Sugarsop, and the rest; let their heads be 
sleekly comb’d, their blue coats brush’d and 
their garters of an indifferent knit; let 
them curtsy with their left legs, and not 
presume to touch a hair of my master’s 


horse-tail till they kiss their hands. Are 
they all ready ? 82 

Curt. They arc. 

Gru. Call them forth. 

Curt. Do you hear, ho ? You must meet 
my master, to countenance my mistress. «6 
Gru. Why, she hath a face of her own. 
Curt. Who knows not that ? 

Gru. Thou, it seems, that calls for com¬ 
pany to countenance her. 90 

Curt. 1 call them forth to credit her. 

Gru. Why, she comes to borrow nothing 
of them. 

Enter four or five Servingmen. 

Nath. Welcome home, Grumio I 

Phil. How now, Grumio I 

Jos. What, Grumio ! 95 

Nick. Fellow Grumio ! 

Nath. How now, old lad! 

Gru. Welcome, you !— how now, you !— 
what, you !—fellow, you !—and thus much 
for greeting. Now, my spruce companions, 
is all ready, and all things neat ? 1**0 

Nath. All things is ready. How near is 
our master ? 

Gru. E’en at hand, alighted by this ; and 
therefore he not—Cock’s passion, silence' 
1 hear my master. 

Enter Putrucuio and Katherina. 

Pet. Where be these knaves ? What, no 
man at door hm 

To hold my stirrup nor to take my horse! 
Where is Nathaniel, Gregory, Philip ? 

All Serv. Here, liere, sir; here, sir. 

Pet. Here, sir ! here, sir ! here, sir I here, 
sir ! 108 

You logger-headed and unpolish’d grooms ! 
What, no attendance ? no regard ? no duty? 
Where is the foolish knave I sent before ? 
Gru. Here, sir ; as foolish as 1 was before. 
Pet. You peasant swain I you whoreson 
malt-horse drudge! 

Did I not bid thee meet me in the park 
And bring along these rascal knaves with 
thee ? 115 

Gru. Nathaniel's coat, sir, was not fully 
made, 

And Gabriel’s pumps were all unpink’d i’ 
th' heel; 

There was no link to colour Peter's hat, 
And Walter’s dagger was not come from 
sheathing ; 

There were none fine but Adam, Ralph, and 
Gregory; 120 

The rest were ragged, old, and beggarly ; 
Yet, as they are, here are they come to 
meet you. 

Pet. Go, rascals, go and fetch my supper 
in. l Exeunf sotne of the Servingmen. 

[Sings] Where is the life that late I led ? 
Where are those— 
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Sit down» Kate, and welcome, Soud, soiid, 

soud, soud ! 126 

Re-enter Servants with supper. 

Why, when, I say ? Nay, good sweet Kate, 
be merry. 

Off with my boots, you rogues ! you villains, 
when ? 128 

[Sings] It was the friar of orders grey. 

As he forth walked on his way— 

Out, you rogue ! you pluck my foot awry ; 

Take that, and mend the plucking off the 
other. [Si» ikes him. 

Be merry, Kate. Some water, here, what, 
ho I 133 

Enter One with water. 

Where's my spaniel Troilus ? Sirrah, get 
you hence. 

And bid my cousin Ferdinand come hither : 

[Exit Seri/ingnian. 

One, Kate, that you must kiss and be 
acquainted with. 13' 

Where arc my slippers ? Shall 1 have some 
water ? 

Come, Kate, and wash, and welcome 
heartily. 

You whoreson villain I will you let it fall ? 

I Strikes him. 

Kath. Patience, I pray you; 'twas a 
fault unwilling. iv 

Pet, A whoreson, beetle-headed, fiap- 
ear'd knave! 

Come, Kate, sit down; I know you have 
a stomach. 

Will you give thanks, sweet Kate, or else 
shall I ? 

What's this ? Mutton ? 

1 Sen. Ay. 

Pei. Who brought it ? 

Peter. 1 . 

Pet. Tis burnt; and so is all the meat. 

What dogs are these ? Where is the rascal 
cook ? I I'.- 

How durst you villains bring it from the 
dresser 

And serve it thus to me that love it not ? 

There, take it to you, trenchers, cups, and 
all; 

[Tfirou^s the meat, &c., at them. 

You heedless jolthcads and unmanner’d 
slaves I 

What, do you grumble ? I'll be with you 
straight. [Exeunt Servants. 

Kath. 1 pray you, husband, be not so 
disquiet; 

The meat was well, if you were so contented. 

Pet. I tell thee, Kate, 'twas burnt and 
dried away. 

And I expressly am forbid to touch it; 155 

For it engenders cholcr, planteth anger ; 

And better 'twere that both of us did fast, 

Since, of ourselves, ourselves are choleric. 


[Act 4 

Than feed it with such over-roasted flesh. 
Be patient; to-morrow't shall be mended, 
And for this night we'll fast for company. 
Come, 1 will bring thee to thy bridal 
chamber. [Exeunt. 

Re-enter Servants severally. 

Nath. Peter, didst ever sec the like ? 
Peter. He kills her in her own humour. 

Re-enter Curtis. 

Gru. Where is he ? 165 

Curl. In her chamber. Making a sermon 
of continency to her. 

And rails, and swears, and rates, that she, 
poor soul. 

Knows not which way to stand, to look, to 
speak, 

And sits as one new risen from a dream. 170 
Aw’^ay, away ! for he is coming hither. 

[Exeiml. 

Re-enter Petruchio. 

Pet. Thus have I politicly begun my 
reign. 

And 'tis my hope to end successfully. 

My falcon now is sharp and passing empty, 
And till she stoop she must not be full- 
gofg'd, 175 

For then she never looks upon her lure. 
Another way I have to man my haggard, 
To make her come, and know her keeper’s 
cull, 

That is, to watch her, as we watch these 
kites 

lhat bate and beat, and will not be 
obedient. iti«» 

She eat no meat to-day, nor none shall cat; 
Last night slie slept not, nor to-night she 
siiall not; 

As with the meat, some undeserved fault 
I’ll find about the making of the bed ; 

And here I’ll fling the pillow’, there the 
bolster, 185 

This way the coverlet, another way the 
sheets ; 

Ay, and amid this hurly 1 intend 
That all is done in reverend care of her— 
And, in conclusion, she shall watch all night; 
And if she chance to nod I'll rail and brawl 
And with the clamour keep her still awake. 
This is a way to kill a wife with kindness, 
And thus I'll curb her mad and headstrong 
humour. 193 

lie that knows better how to tame a shrew. 
Now let him speak ; 'tis charity to show. 

[Exit. 

Scene II. Padua. Before Bapiista's house. 

Enter Tranio as Lttceniio, and Hortensio 
as Lido. 

Tra. Is't possible, friend Licio, that 
Mistress Bianca 
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Doth fancy any other but Lucentio ? 

I tdl you, sir, she bears me fair in hand. 

Hor, Sir, to satisfy you in what I have 
said, 4 

Stand by and mark the manner of his 
teaching. [They stand aside. 

Enter Bianca and Lucentio as Cambio. 

Luc. Now, mistress, profit you in what 
you read ? 

Bian. What, master, read you ? First 
resolve me that. 

Luc. I read that I profess, ‘ The Art to 
Love’. 

Bian. And may you prove, sir, master of 
your art! 

Luc. While you, sweet dear, prove 
mistress of my heart. i > 

[They retire. 

Hor. Quick proceeders, marry I Now tell 
me, I pray. 

You that durst swear that your Mistress 
Bianca 

Lov’d none in the world so well as Lucentio. 

Tra. O despiteful love I unconstant 
womankind ! 

1 tell thee, Licio, this is wonderful. i-s 

Hor. Mistake no more ; I am not Licio, 
Nor a musician as 1 seem to be ; 

But one that scorn to live in this tlisguise 
For sucli a one as leaves a gentleman 
And makes a god of such a cullion. 

Know, sir, that I am call’d Hortensio. 

Tra. Signior Hortensio, I have often- 
heard 

Of your entire aflfection to Bianca ; 

And since mine eyes are witness of her 
lightness, 

I will with you, if you be so contented, s 
Forswear Bianca and her love for ever. 

Hor. Sec, how they kiss and court! 
Signior Lucentio, 

Here is my hand, and here I firmly vow 
Never to woo her more, but do forswear her, 
As one unworthy all the former favours v 
Ihat 1 have fondly flatter’d her withal. 

Tra. And here I take the like unfeigned 
oath, 

Never to marry with her though she would 
entreat; 

Fie on her ! Sec how beastly she doth court 
him \ 

Hor. Would all the world but he had 
quite forsworn! 

For me, that 1 may surely keep mine oath, 
1 will be married to a wealthy widow 
Ere three days pass, which hath as long 
lov’d me 

As 1 have lov’d this proud disdainful 
haggard. 

And so farewell, Signior Lucentio. 40 

Kindness in women, not their beauteous 
looks. 

Shall win my love ; and so 1 ta.ke my leave. 


In resolution as 1 swore before. [Exit. 
Tra. Mistress Bianca, bless you with such 
grace 

As 'longeth to a lover’s blessed case 1 
Nay, I have ta'cn you napping, gentle love. 
And have forsworn you with Hortensio 
Bian. Tranio, you jest; bur have you 
both forsworn me ? 

Tra. Mistress, we have. 

Luc. Then we are rid of Licio, 

Tra. r faith, he’ll have a lusty widow 
now, 

That shall be woo’d and wedded in a day. 
Bian. God give him joy ! 

Ira. Ay, and he'll tame her. 

Bian. He says so, Tranio. 

Tra. Faith, he is gone unto the taming- 
school. 

Bian. The taming-school I What, is there 
such a place ? 5.-) 

Tra. Ay, mistress ; and Petruchio is the 
master. 

That teacheth tricks eleven and twenty 
long. 

To tame a shrew and charm her chattering 
tongue. 

Enter Biondello. 

Bion. O master, master, I have watch’d 
so long vj 

That 1 am dog-weary ; but at last 1 spied 
An ancient angel coming down the hih 
Will serve the turn. 

Tra. What is he, Biondello ? 

Bion. Master, a mercatante or a pedant, 
1 know not what; but formal in apparel, 
In gait and countenance surely like a 
father. 65 

Luc. And what of him, Tranio ? 

Tra. If he be credulous and trust my tale, 
I’ll make him glad to seem Vincentio, 

And give assurance to Baptista Minola 
As if he were the right Vincentio. 

Take in your love, and then let me alone. 

[Exeunt Lucentio and Bianej, 

Enter a Pedant. 

Ped. God save you, sir ! 

Tra. And you, sir ; you are welcome. 
Travel you far on, or are you at the 
farthest ? 

Ped. Sir, at the farthest for a week or 
two; 74 

But then up farther, and as far as Rome; 
And so to Tripoli, if God lend me life. 

Tra. What countryman, I pray ? 

Ped. Of Mantua. 

Tra. Of Mantua, sir ? Marry, God forbid, 
And come to Padua, careless of your life ! 
Ped. My life, sir ! How, I pray ? 1 dr 
that goes hard. »> 

Tra. ’Tis death for any one in Mantua 
To come to Padua. Know you not the 
cause ? 
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Your ships are stay’d at Venice ; and the 
Duke, 

Tor private quarrel 'twixt your Duke and 
him, «.i 

Hath publish’d and proclaim’d it openly. 
’Tis marvel—but that you arc but newly 
come. 

You might have heard it else proclaim’d 
about. 

PeiL Alas, sir, it is worse for me than so ! 
I'or I have bills for money by exchange 
from Florence, and must here deliver them. 

Tia. Well, sir, to do you courtesy, «« 

This will 1 do, and this I will advise you— 
First, tell me, have you ever been at Pisa ? 

Ped. Ay, sir, in Pisa have I often been, 
Pisa renowned for grave citizens. 05 

Tra. Among them know you one Vin- 
centio ? 

Pcd. I know him not, but 1 have heard 
of him, 

A merchant of incomparable wealth. 

Tra, He is my father, sir ; and, sooth to 
say, 

In count’nance somewhat doth resemble 
you. lo* 

Biou. [Aside] As much as an apple doth 
an oyster, and all one. 

Tra. I'o save your life in this extremity, 
This favour will 1 do you for his sake; 

And think it not the worst of all your 
fortunes 

That you are like to Sir Vincentio. 

His name and credit shall you undertake, 
And in my house you shall be friendly 
lodg'd ; 

Look that you take upon you as you should. 
You understand me, sir. So shall you stay 
Till you have done your business in the 
city. jif- 

If this be court’sy, sir, accept of it. 

Fed. O, sir, I do : and will repute you 
ever 

The patron of my life and liberty. 

Tra. Then go with me to make the- 
matter good. j 

This, by the way, 1 let you understand : us | 
My father is here look’d for every day 
To pass assurance of a dowT in marriage 
'Iwixt me and one Baptista’s daughter 
here. 

In all these circumstances I'll instruct you. 
Go with me to clothe you as becomes you. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. Petruchio^s house. 

Enter Katherina and Grumio. 

Gru. No, no, forsooth ; I dare not for my 
life. ' 

Kath. The more my wrong, the more his 
spite appears. 

What, did he marry me to famish me ? , 

Beggars that come unto my father's door* 


[Act 4 

Upon entreaty have a present alms ; s 
If not, elsewhere they meet with charity ; 
But 1 , who never knew how to entreat, 
Nor never needed that I should entreat, 
Am starv’d for meat, giddy for lack of 
sleep ; 

With oatlis kept waking, and with brawling 
fed; 10 

And that which spites me more than all 
these wants— 

He does it under name of perfect love; 

As who should say, if 1 should sleep or 
eat, 

'Twere deadly sickness or else present 
death. 

1 prithee go and get me some repast; 15 

1 care not what, so it be wholesome food. 

Gru. What say you to a neat’s foot ? 

Kath. ' 1 ‘is passing good ; 1 prithee let me 
have it. 

Gru. I fear it is too choleric a meat. 

How say you to a fat tripe finely broil’d ? 

Kath. 1 like it well; good Grumio, fetch 
it me. 21 

Gru. 1 cannot tell ; 1 fear ’tis choleric. 
What say you to a piece of beef and 
mustard ? 

Kath. A dish that 1 do love to feed upon. 

Gru. Ay, but the mustard is too hot a 
little. 25 

Kath. Why then the beef, and let the 
mustard rest. 

Gru. Nay, then 1 will not; you shall 
have the mustard. 

Or else you get no beef of Grumio. 

Kath. Then both, or one, or anything 
thou wilt. 

Gru. Why then the mustard without the 
beef. 30 

Kath. Go, get thee gone, thou false 
deluding .slave, [Beats him. 

That feed’st me with the very name of 
meat. 

Sorrow on thee and all the pack of you 
That triumph thus upon my misery I 
Go, get thee gone, I say. 35 

Enter Petruchio, and Hortens 10 with 
meat. 

Pet. How fares my Kate ? What, sweet¬ 
ing, all amort ? 

Hor. Mistress, what cheer ? 

Kath. Faith, as cold as can be. 

Pel. Pluck up thy spirits, look cheerfully 
upon me. ' 

Here, love, thou seest how diligent I am. 
To dress thy meat myself, and bring it thee. 

I am sure, sweet Kate, this kindness merits 
thanks. 41 

What, not a word ? Nay, then thou lov'st 
it not, 

And all my pains is sorted to no proof. 
Here, take away this dish. 

Kath. 1 pray you, let it stand. 
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Pet The poorest service is repaid with 
thanks; 

And so shall mine, before you touch the 
meat. 

Kath. 1 thatik you, sir. 

Hor. Signior Pctruchio, fie! you are to 
blame. 

Come, Mistress Kate, I'll bear you company. 

Pet. [Aside] Eat it up all, Hortensio, if 
thou lovest me.— 5' 

Much good do it unto thy gentle heart! 
Kate, eat apace. And now, my honey love. 
Will wc return unto thy father's house 
And revel it as bravely as the best. 

With silken coats and caps, and golder 
rings, 5^ 

With ruffs and cuffs and farthingales and 
things. 

With scarfs and fans and double change of 
brav'ry. 

With amber bracelets, beads, and all thi*^^ 
knav’ry. 

What, hast thou din’d ? The tailor stay' 
thy leisure, 

To deck tliy body with his ruffling treasure. 

Enter Tailor. 

Come, tailor, let us see these ornaments; 
Lay forth the gown. 

Enter Haberdasher. 

What news with you, sir ? 

Hah, Here is the cap your worship did 
bespeak. 

Pet. Why, this was moulded on a 
porringer ; 

A velvet dish. Fie, fie ! 'tis lewd and filthy ; 
Why, 'tis a cockle or a walnut-'Shcll, <•< 

A knack, a toy, a trick, a baby's cap. 
Away with it. Come, let me have a bigger. 

Kath. I’ll have no bigger; this doth fit 
the time, 

And gentlewomen wear such caps as these. 

Pet. When you are gentle, you shall have 

one too, 7 ' 

And not till then. 

Hor. [A.side] That will not be in haste. 

Kath. Why, sir, 1 trust I may have leave 
to speak; 73 

And speak I will. 1 am no child, no babe. 
Your betters have endur'd me say my mind, 
And if you cannot, best you stop your ears. 
My tongue will tell the anger of my heart. 
Or else my heart, concealing it, will break ; 
And rather than it shall, I will be free 7 v» 
Even to the uttermost, as I please, in words. 

Pet. Why, thou say'st true ; it is a paltry 
cap, 

A custard-coffin, a bauble, a silken pie; 

I love thee well in that thou lik’st it not. 

Kath. Love me or love me not, I like the 

And it I will have, or 1 will have none. 85 
[Exit Haberdasher, 


Pet. Thy gown ? Why, ay. Come, tailor, 
let us sce’t. 

O mercy. God I what masquing stuff is 
here ? 

What's this ? A sleeve ? 'Tis like a demi- 
cannon. 

What, up and down, carv'd like an apple- 
tart ? 

Here’s snip and nip aj'd cut and slish and 
slash, 

Like to a censer in a barber’s shop. 

Why, what a devil's name, tailor, call's! 
thou this ? 

Hor. lA.sidel I sec she’s like to have 
neither cap nor gown. 

Tai. You bid me make it orderly and 
well, 

According to the fashion and the time. 

Pet. Marry, and did; but if you be 
rememb'red, 

I did not bid you mar it to the time. 

Go, hop me over every kennel home. 

For you sh.ill hop without my custom, sir. 
I’ll none of it; hence I make your be.st 
of it. 

Kath. I never saw a betfer fashion'd 
gown. 

More quaint, more pleasing, nor more com¬ 
mendable ; 

Belike you mean to make a puppet of me. 

Pei, Why, true ; he means to make a 
puppet of thee, 

Tai. She says your worship means to 
make a puppet of her. j'>i; 

Pet. O monstrous arrogance ! Thou best, 
thou thread, thou thimble. 

Thou yard, three-quarters, half-yard, 
quarter, nail. 

Thou flea, thou nit, thou winter-cricket 
thou— 

Brav'd in mine own house with a skein of 
thread! no 

.\way, thou rag, thou quantity, thou 
remnant; 

Or 1 shall so bemetc thee with thy yard 
As thou shalt think on prating whilst tlio.i 
liv’st! 

I tell thee, 1 , that thou hast marr'd her 
gown. 

Tai. Your worship is deceiv'd ; the gown 
is made 115 

Just as my master had direction. 

Grumio gave order how it should be done. 

Grn. I gave him no order ; I gave him 
the stuff. 

Tai. But how did you desire it should be 
made ? 11) 

Gru. Marry, sir, with needle and thread. 

Tai. But did you not request to have it 
cut ? 

Gru. Thou hast fac'd many things. 

Tai. 1 have. 

Gni. Face not me. Thou hast brav’d 
many men ; brave not me. i will neither 
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be fac’d nor brav’d. 1 say unto thee, I bid 
thy master cut out the gown; but I did 
not bid him cut it to pieces. Ergo, thou 
liest. 1 -’7 

Tai. Why, here is the note of the fashion 
to testify. 

Pet, Read it. 

Gni. The note lies in’s throat, if he say I 
said so. 1 v 

Tai. [Reads] ‘ Imprimis, a loose-bodied 
gown ’— 

Gru. Master, if ever I said loose-bodied 
gown, sew me in the skirts of it and beat me 
to death with a bottom of brown bread ; 
I said a gown. 

Pet. Proceed. 

Tai. [Reads] ‘ With a small compass’d 
cape'— 

Grii. 1 confess the cape. 

Tai. [Reads] ‘ With a trunk sleeve’— 
Gru. I confess two sleeves. 13 

Tai* I Reads] ‘ The sleeves curiously cut.* 
Pei. Ay, there's the villainy. 

Gru. Error i' th’ hill, sir; error i’ th’ 
bill! 1 commanded the sleeves should be 
cut out, and sew’d up again ; and that I’ll 
prove upon thee, though thy little finger be 
armed in a thimble. I4^ 

Tai. This is true that 1 say ; an 1 had 
thee in place where, thou shouldst know it. 

Gru. I am for thee straight; take thou 
the bill, give me thy mete-yard, and spare 
not me. 

Hor. God-a-mcrcy, Grumio 1 Then he 
shall have no odds. 

Pel. Well, sir, in brief, the gown is not 
for me. i 5 « 

Gru. You are i’ th’ right, sir; ’tis for 
my mistress. 

Pet. Go, take it up unto thy master’s use. 
Gru. Villain, not for thy life ! Take up 
my mistress* gown for thy master's use! 

Pet. Why, sir, what’s your conceit in 
that ? 150 

Gru. Of sir, the conceit is deeper than you 
think for. 

Take up my mistress’ gown to his master’s 
use! 

O fie, fie, fie I 

Pet. [Aside] Hortensio, say thou wilt sec 
the tailor paid.— 

Go take it hence; be gone, and say no 
more. jr>i 

Hor. Tailor, 1*11 pay thee for thy gown 
to-morrow; 

Take no unkindness of his hasty words. 
Away, 1 say ; commend me to thy master. 

[Exit Tailor. 

Pet. Well, come, my Kate ; we will unto 
your father*s 105 

Even in these honest mean habiliments ; 
Our purses shall be proud, our garments 
poor; 

For *tis the mind that makes the body rich ; i 

308 


[Act 4 

And as the sun breaks through the darkest 
clouds. 

So honour peereth in the meanest habit. 170 
What, is the jay more precious than the 
lark 

Because his feathers arc more beautiful ? 
Or is the adder better than the cel 
Because his painted skin contents the eye ? 
O no, good Kate; neither art thou the 
worse 175 

For this poor furniture and mean array. 

If thou account’st it shame, lay it on me; 
And therefore frolic ; we will hence forth¬ 
with 

To feast and sport us at thy father’s house. 
Go call my men, and let us straight to him ; 
And bring our horses unto Long-lane end ; 
There will we mount, and thither walk on 
foot. 1H2 

Let’s sec; 1 think 'tis now some seven 
o'clock. 

And well we n ay come there by dinner¬ 
time. 

Kath. 1 dare assure you, sir, ’tis almost 
two, 

And ’twill be supper-time ere you come 
there. 

Pet. It shall be seven ere I go to horse. 
Look what 1 speak, or do, or think to do. 
You arc still crossing it. Sirs, left alone; 
1 will not go to-day ; and ere 1 do, 190 
It shall be what o’clock I say it is. 

Hor. Why, so this gallant will command 
the sun. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Padua. Before Baplista's house. 

Enter Tranio as Lucent iOf and the Pedant 
dressed like Vincentio. 

Tra. Sir, this is the house ; please it you 
that 1 call ? 

Ped. Ay, what else ? And, but I be 
deceived, 

Signior Baptista may remember me 
Near twenty years ago in Genoa, 

Where we were lodgers at the Pegasus. 5 

Tra. ’Tis well; and hold your own, in 
any case, 

With such austerity as longeth to a father. 

Enter Biondello. 

Ped. 1 warrant you. But, sir, here comes 
your boy; 

’Twere good he were school’d. 9 

Tra. Fear you not him. Sirrah Biondello, 
Now do your duty throughly, I advise you* 
Imagine ’twere the right Vincentio. 

Bion. Tut, fear not me. 

Tra. But hast thou done thy errand to 
Baptista ? 

Bion. I told him that your father was at 
Venice, 15 

And that you look’d for him this day io 
Padua. 
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Scene 4] 

Tra. Th’art a tall fellow; hold thee 
that to drink. 

Here comes Baptista. Set your counten¬ 
ance, sir. 

Enter Baptista, and Lucentio as Cambio. 

Signior Baptista, you are happily met. 

[To the Pedant] Sir, this is the gentleman 
I told you of; 20 

1 pray you stand good father to me now ; 
Give me Bianca for my patrimony. 

Fed. Soft, son ! 

Sir, by your leave : having come to Padua 
To gather in some debts, my son Lucentio 
Made me acquainted with a weighty cause 
Of love between your daughter and himself; 
And—for the good report I hear of you. 
And for the love he beareth to your 
daughter, 2-> 

And she to him—to stay him not too long 
1 am content, in a good father’s care, 

To have him match’d; and, if you please 
to like 

No worse than I, upon some agreement 
Me shall you iind ready and willing 
With one consent to have her so bestow’d ; 
For curious I cannot be with you, 

Signior Baptista, of whom 1 hear so well. 

Bap. Sir, pardon me in what I have to 
say. 

Your plainness and your shortness please 
me w^ell. 

Right true it is your son Lucentio here 40 
Doth love my daughter, and she loveth 
him, 

Or both dissemble deeply their affections ; 
And therefore, if you say no more than 
this. 

That like a father you will deal with him, 
And pass ray daughter a sufficient dower. 
The match is made, and all is done— 40 

Your son shall have my daughter with 
consent, 

Tra. 1 thank you, sir. Where then do you 
know best 

We be aflied, and such assurance ta’en 
As shall with either part’s agreement stand? 

Bap. Not in my house, Lucentio, for you 
know ■ji 

Pitchers have cars, and 1 have many 
servants; 

Besides, old Gremio is hcark’ning still, 

And happily we might be interrupted. 

Tra. Then at my lodging, an it like you. 
There doth my father lie ; and there this 
night ‘iO 

We’ll pass the business privately and well. 
Send for your daughter by your servant 
here; 

My boy shall fetch the scrivener presently. 
The worst is this, that at so slender 
warning (>o 

You are like to have a thin and slender 
pittance. 


Bap. It likes me well. Cambio, hie you 
home. 

And bid Bianca make her ready straight; 
And, if you will, tell what hath happened— 
Lucentio’s father is arriv’d in Padua, (>5 
And how she's like to be Lucciffio’s wife. 

[Exit Lucentio. 
Bion. 1 pray the gods she may, with all 
my heart. 

Tra. Dally not with the gods, but get 
thee gone. [Exit Biondello. 

Signior Baptista, shall I lead the way ? 
Welcome ! One mess is like to be your 
cheer; 70 

Come, sir ; we will better it in Pisa. 

Bap. 1 follow you. [Hxeunk 

Re-enter Lucentio as Cambio, and 
Biondello. 

Bion. Cambio. 

Luc. What say’st thou, Biondello ? 

Bion. You saw my master wink and 

laugh upon you ? 75 

Luc. Biondello, what of that ? 

Bion. Faith, nothing ; but has left me 
here behind to expound the meaning or 
moral of his signs and tokens. 

Luc. 1 pray thee moralize them. 

Bion. Then thus : Baptista is safe, talk¬ 
ing with the deceiving father of a deceitful 
son. 

Luc. And what of him ? 

Bion. His daughter is to be brought by 
you to the supper. 

Luc. And then ? 

Bion. The old priest at Saint Luke’s 
church is at your commind at all hours. 
Luc. And what of all this ? 

Bion. I cannot tell, except they are 
busied about a counterfeit assurance. Take 
your assurance of her, cum privile510 ad 
imprimendum solum ; to th’ church take 
the priest, clerk, and some sufficient honest 
witnesses. 

If this be not that you look for, 1 have no 
more to say. 

But bid Bianca farewell for ever and a 
day. 

Luc. Hear’st thou, Biondello ? oi 

Bion. I cannot tarry. I knew a wench 
married in an afternoon as she went to the 
garden for parsley to stuff a rabbit; and so 
may you, sir; and so adieu, sir. My master 
hath appointed me to go to Saint Luke’s to 
bid the priest be ready to come against you 
come with your appendix. [Exit. 

Luc. I may and will, if she be so con¬ 
tented. 100 

She will be pleas’d ; then wherefore should 
1 doubt ? 

Hap what hap may. I’ll roundly go about 
her; 

It shall go hard if Cambio go without her. 

lExil. 
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Scene V. A public road. 

Enter Petruchio, Katherina, Hortensio, 
and Servants. 

Pet. Come on, a God’s name ; once more 
toward our father’s. 

Good Lord, how bright rnd goodly shines 
the moon ! 

Kaih. The moon ? The sun I It is not 
moonlight now. 

Pet. I say it is the moon that shines so 
bright. 

Kath. 1 know it is the sun that shines so 
bright. s 

Pet. Now by my mother’s son, and that's 
myself. 

It shall be moon, or star, or what 1 list. 
Or ere I journey to your father’s house. 
Go on and fetch our horses back again. 
Evermore cross’d and cross’d ; nothing but 
cross’d! It' 

Hor. Say as he says, or we shall never go. 

Kalh. Forward, 1 pray, since we have 
come so far. 

And be it moon, or sun, or what you please; 
And if you please to call it a rush-candle. 
Henceforth I vow it shall be so for me. 15 

Pet. I say it is the moon. 

Kath. I know it is the moon. 

Pet, Nay, then you lie ; it is the blessed 
sun. 

Kath. Then, God be bless’d, it is the 
blessed sun; 

But sun it is not, when you say it is not: 
And the moon changes even as your mind. 
What you will have it nam'd, even that it is. 
And so it shall be so for Katherine. 

Hor. Petruchio, go thy ways, the field is 
won. 

Pet. Well, forward, forward ! thus the 
bowl should run. 

And not unluckily against the bias. 25 
But, soft! Company is coming here. 

Enter Vincentio. 

[To Vincentio] Good-morrow, gentle mis¬ 
tress ; where away ?— 

Tell me, sw'eet Kate, and tell me truly too, 
Hast thou beheld a fresher gentlewoman ? 
Such war of white and red within her 
cheeks! 3^ 

What stars do spangle heaven with such 
beauty 

As those two eyes become that heavenly 
face ? 

Fair lovely maid, once more good day to 
thee. 

Sweet Kate, embrace her for her beauty’s 
sake. 

Hor. ’A will make the man mad, to make 
a woman of him. 35 

Kath. Young budding virgin, fair and 
fresh and sweet. 


[Act 5 

Whither away, or where is thy abode ? 
Happy the parents of so fair a child ; 
Happier the man whom favourable stars 
Allots thee for his lovely bed-fellow. 40 
Pet. Why, how now, Kate, 1 hope thou 
art not mad ! 

This is a man, old, wrinkled, faded, with¬ 
ered. 

And not a maiden, as thou sayst he is. 
Kath. Pardon, old father, my mistaking 
eyes, 44 

That have been so bedaszled with the sun 
That everything 1 look on seemeth green; 
Now I perceive thou art a reverend father. 
Pardon, I pray thee, for my mad mistaking. 
Pet. Do, good old grandsire, and withal 
make known 

Which way thou travellest—if along with 
us, so 

We shall be joyful of thy company. 

Vin. Fair sir, and you my merry mistress, 
That with your strange encounter much 
amaz’d me, 

My name is call’d Vincentio, my dwelling 
Pisa, 

And bound I am to Padua, there to visit 55 
A son of mine, which long I have not seen. 
Pet. What is his name ? 

Vm. Lucentio. gentle sir. 

Pet. Happily met; the happier for thy 
son. 

And now by law, as well as reverend age, 
I may entitle thee my loving father : 00 

The sister to my wife, this gentlewoman, 
Thy son by this hath married. Wonder not, 
Nor be not grieved—she is of good esteem, 
Her dowry wealthy, and of worthy birth ; 
Beside, so qualified as may beseem 65 

The spouse of any noble gentleman. 

Let me embrace with old Vincentio ; 

And wander we to see thy honest son. 

Who will of thy arrival be full joyous. 

Vin. But is this true; or is it else your 
pleasure, 70 

Like pleasant travellers, to break a jest 
Upon the company you overtake ? 

Hor. I do assure thee, father, so it is. 
Pet. Come, go along, and see the truth 
hereof; 

For our first merriment hath made thee 
jealous. 75 

[Exeunt all but Hortensio. 
Hor. Well, Petruchio, this has put me in 
heart. 

Have to my widow ; and if she be froward, 
Then hast thou taught Hortensio to be 
untoward. [Exit. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Padua, Before Lucentio*s house. 

Enter Biondello, Lucentio, and Bianca ; 
I Gremio is out before. 


310 



THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 


Scene 1] 

Bion, Softly and swiftly, sir, for the 
priest is ready. 

Luc, I fly, Biondello; but they may 
chance to need thee at home, therefore 
leave us. 

Bion. Nay, faith, I'll see the church a 
your back, and then come back to my 
master's as soon as 1 can. 

IHxcimt LucentiOp Bianca, and Biondello. 

Cre. 1 marvel Cambio comes not ill this 
while. 

Enter Petruchio, Katherina, Vincentio, 
Grumio, and Attendants. 

Pet. Sir, here's the door; this is Liiccii'io's 
house; 

My father’s bears more toward the market¬ 
place ; 

Thither must 1 , and here 1 leave you. sir. 

Vin. You shall not choose but drink 
before you go ; jo 

1 think 1 shall command your welcome 
here, 

And by all likelihood some cheer is toward. 

[Knocks. 

Gre. They’re busy within ; you w^re best 
knock louder. 

Pedant looks out of the tvindow, 

Ped. What’s he that knocks as he would 
beat down the gate ? 

Vin. Is Signior Lucentio within, sir ? 

Ped. He’s within, sir, but not to be 
spoken withal. 

V’m. What if a man bring him a hundred 
pound or two to make merry withal ? lo 

Ped. Keep your hundred pounds to your¬ 
self ; he shall need none so long as I live. 

Pet. Nay, 1 told you your son was well 
beloved in Padua. Do you hear, sir ? To 
leave frivolous circumstances, I pray you 
tell Signior Lucentio that his father is come 
from Pisa, and is here at the door to speak 
with him. '3 

Ped, Thou liest: his father is come from 
Padua, and here looking out at the window*. 

Vin. Art thou his father ? 

Ped, Ay, sir ; so his mother says, if I may 
believe her. 

Pet, [To Vincentio] Why, how now, 
gentleman I Uliy, this is flat knavery to 
take upon you another man’s name. 

Ped. Lay hands on the villain ; 1 believe 
’a means to cozen somebody in this city 
under my countenance. 

Re-enter Biondello. 

Bion. 1 have seen them in the church 
together. God send ’em good shipping! 
But who is here ? Mine old master, 
Vincentio! Now we are undone and 
brought to nothing. jr 

Vin, [Seehig Biondello] Come hither, 
crack-hemp. 


Bion. 1 hope 1 may choose, sir. 

Vin. Come hither, you rogue. What, 
have you forgot me ? 4 t 

Bion. Forgot you ! No, sir. I could not 
forget you, for I never saw you before in 
all my life. 

Vin. What, you notorious villain, didst 
thou never see thy master’s father, 
Vincentio ? 4 3 

Bion. What, my old worshipful old 
master ? Yes, marry, sir; see where he 
looks out of the window. 

Vin. Is’t so, indeed ? [He beats Biondello, 
Bion. Help, help, help ! Here’s a mad¬ 
man will murder me. [Exit. 

Ped. Help, son I help, Signior Baptista ! 

[Exi[ from above. 
Pet. Prithee, Kate, let's stand aside and 
see the end of this controversy. 

[They stayid aside. 

Re-enter Pedant below ; Baptista, Tranio, 
and Servants. 

Tra. Sir, w'hat are you that offer to beat 
my servant ? 54 

Vin. What am I, sir ? Nay, what are 
you, sir ? O immortal gods ! O fine villain 1 
A silken doublet, a velvet hose, a scarlet 
cloak, and a copatain hat! 0,1 am undone I 
1 am undone ! While I play the good 
husband at home, my son and my servant 
spend all at the university. 

Tra. How now ! what’s the matter ? 60 

Bap. What, is the man lunatic ? 

Tra. Sir, you seem a sober ancient 
gentleman by your habit, but your words 
show you a madman. Why, sir, wdiat ’cerns 
it you if I w'ear pearl and gold ? 1 thank my 
good father, 1 am able to maintain it. ^5 
Vin. Thy father! O villain! he is a 
sailmaker in Bergamo. 

Bap. You mistake, sir ; you mistake, sir. 
Pray, what do you think is his name ? 

Vin. His name ! As if I knew not his 
name! 1 have brought him up ever since 
he was three years old, and his name is 
Tranio. 73 

Pe.l. Away, away, mad ass! His name is 
Lucentio ; and he is mine only son, and 
heir to the lands of me, Signior Vincentio, 
Vin. Lucentio I O, he hath murd’red his 
master I Lay hold on him, 1 charge you, in 
the Duke’s name. O, my son, my son! Tell 
me, thou villain, where is my son, Lu¬ 
centio ? 

Tra. Can forth an officer. 80 

Enter One with an Officer. 

Carry this mad knave to the gaol. Father 
Baptista, 1 charge you see that he be 
forthcoming. 

\Tn. Carry me to the gaol! 

Gre. Stay, Olhcer; he shall not go to 
prison. 
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Bap- Talk not, Signior Gretnio; I say 
he shall go to prison. 

Gre. Take heed, Signior Baptista, lest you 
be cony*catch'd in this business ; 1 dare 
swear this is the right Vincentio. 

Ped, Swear if thou dar’st. yo 

Gre, Nay, 1 dare not swear it. 

Tra- Then thou wert best say that I am 
not Lucentio. 

Gre, Yes, 1 know thee to be Signior 
Lucentio. 

Bap, Away with the dotard ; to the gaol 
with him 1 

Viu. Thus strangers may be hal’d and 
abus’d. O monstrous villain ! 9( 

Re-enter Biondhllo, with Lucentio and 
Bianca. 

Bion, O, we are spoil’d ; and yonder he 
is I Deny him, forswear Iiim, or else we arc 
all undone. [E>:euni BlondellOtTranio, and 
Pedant, as fast as may be, 
Luc. [Kneelingl Pardon, sweet father. 
Vin, Lives my sweet son ? 

Bian. Pardon, dear father. 

Bap, How hast thou offended ? 

Where is Lucentio ? 

Luc. Here's Lucentio, k*j 

Right son to the right Vincentio, 

That have by marriage made thy daughter 
mine. 

While counterfeit supposes blear’d thine 
eyne. 

Gre. Here’s packing, with a witness, to 
deceive us all! 

Vin. Where is that damned villain, 
Tranio, i"'* 

That fac’d and l)rav'd me in this matter so ? 
Bap. Why, tell me, is not this my 
Cambio ? 

Bian. Cambio is chang’d into Lucentio. 
Luc. Love wrought these miracles. 
Bianca’s love no 

Made me exchange my state with Tranio, 
While he did bear my countenance in the 
town ; 

And happily 1 have arrived at the last 
Unto the wished haven of my bliss. 

What Tranio did, myself enforc’d him to; 
Then pardon him, sweet father, for my sake. 

Vin. ril slit the villain’s nose that would 
have sent me to the gaol. 

Bap, [To Lucentio] But do you hear, sir ? 
Have you married my daughter without 
asking my good will ? t2o 

Vin. Fear not, Baptista ; we will content 
you, go to; but I will in to be revenged 
for this \ Ulainy. [Exit. 

Bap. And I to sound the depth of this 
knavery. [Exit. 

Luc. Look not pale, Bianca ; thy father 
will not frown. [Hxeiutl Lucentio and Bianca. 
Gte. My cake is dough, but ITl in among 
the rest; 125 


[Act 5 

Out of hope of all but my share of the feast. 

(Exit. 

Kath, Husband, let’s follow to see the 
end of this ado. 

Pet. First kiss me, Kate, and we will. 
Kath. What, in the midst of the street ? 
Pet. What, art thou asham’d of me ? 
Kath. No, sir ; God forbid ; but asham’d 
to kiss. 

Pet. Why, then, let’s home again. Come, 
sirrah, let’s away. 

Kath. Nay, 1 will give thee a kiss ; now 
pray thee, love, stay. 

Pet. Is not this well ? Come, my sweet 
Kate: ku 

Better once than never, for never too late. 

[ExeunL 

Scene 11. Lucentio*s house. 

Enter Baptista, Vincentio, Gremio, the 
Pedant, Lucentio, Bianca, Petru- 
CHio, Katherina, Hortensio, and 
Widow. The Servingmen with Tranio, 
Biondello, and Grumio, bringing in a 
banquet. 

Luc. At last, though long, our jarring 
notes agree; 

And time it is when raging war is done 
To smile at scapes and perils overblown. 
My fair Bianca, bid my father welcome. 
While I with sclf*samc kindness welcome 
thine. *) 

Brother Pctruchio, sister Katherina, 

And thou, Hortensio, with thy loving 
widow, 

Feast with the best, and welcome to my 
house. 

My banquet is to close our stomachs up 
After our great good cheer. Pray you, sit 
down; 10 

For now we sit to chat as well as eat. 

[They sit. 

Pet. Nothing but sit and sit, and eat and 
eat! 

Bap. Padua affords this kindness, son 
Petruchio. 

Pet. Padua affords nothing but what is 
kind. 

Hor. For both our sakes I would that 
word were true. 15 

Pet, Now, for my life, Hortensio fears his 
widow. 

Wid. Then never trust me if I be afeard. 
Pet. You are very sensible, and yet you 
miss my sense: 

I mean Hortensio is afeard of you. 

Wid. He that is giddy thinks the world 
turns round. 20 

Pet. Roundly replied. 

Kath, Mistress, how mean you that ? 
Wid. Thus I conceive by him. 

Pet. Conceives by me 1 How likes 
Hortensio that ? 
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Scene 2] 

Hor. My widow says thus she conceives 
her tale. 

Pet. Very well mended. Kiss him for 
that, good widow. i-.s 

Kailu ‘ He that is giddy thinks the world 
turns round/ 

1 pray you tell me what you meant by that. 

Wid. Your husband, being troubled with 
a shrew, 

Mcastires my husband's sorrow by his woe ; 

And now you know my meaning. i'j 

Kath. A very mean meaning. 

Wid. Right, 1 mean you. 

Kaih, And 1 am mean, indeed, respecting 
you. 

Pei. To her, Kate ! 

Hor. To her, widow 1 

Pet. A hundred marks, my Kate docs put 
her down. 35 

Hor, That's my office. 

Pet. Spoke like an officer—ha' to thee, 
lad. [Drinks to Horleusio. 

Bap. How likes Gremio these quick¬ 
witted folks ? 

Cre. Believe me, sir, they butt together 
well. 

Bian. Head and butt! An hasty-witted 
body I-' 

Would say your head and butt were head 
and horn. 

Vin. Ay, mistress bride, hath that 
awakened you ? 

Bian. Ay, but not frighted me ; therefore 
I’ll sleep again. 

Pet. Nay, that you shall not; since you 
have begun, 

Have at you for a bitter jest or two. 4=^ 

Bian. Am 1 your bird ? I mean to shift 
my bush, 

And then pursue me as you draw your bow. 

You are welcome all. 

[Exeunt Bianca* Kailierina, and Widow. 

Pet. She hath prevented me. Here, 
Signior Tranio, 

This bird you aim'd at, though you hit her 
not; 

Therefore a health to all that shot and 
miss'd. 

Tra. O, sir. Lucentio slipp'd me like his 
greyhound. 

Which runs himself, and catches for his 
master. 

Pet. A good swift simile, but something 
currish. 

Tra. *Tis well, sir, that you hunted for 
yourself; vi 

*Tis thought your deer does hold you at a 
bay. 

Bap. O, O, Petruchio! Tranio hits you 
now'. 

Lttc. I thank thee for that gird, good 
Tranio. 

Hor. Confess, confess; hath he not hit 
you here ? 59 


Pet. *A has a little gall'd me, I confess ; 
And, as the jest did glance away from me. 
Tis ten to one it maim'd you two outright. 

Bap. Now', in good sadness, son Petruchio, 
1 think thou hast the veriest shrew of all. 
Pet. Well, I say no ; and therefore, for 
assurance, 63 

Let's each one send unto his wife, 

And he whose wife is most obecient, 

To come at first when he doth send far her, 
Shall win the wager which we will propose. 
Hor. Content. What's the wager ? 

Lite. Twenty crowns. 

Pei. Twenty crowns ! 71 

I'll venture so much of my hawk or hound. 
But tw'enty times so much upon my wife. 
Luc. A hundred then. 

Hor. Content. 

Pet. A match ! 'tis done. 

Hor. Who shall begin ? 

Luc. That will 1 . ;s 

Go, Biondello, bid your mistress come to 
me. 

Bion. I go. {Exit. 

Bap. Son, I’ll be your half Bianca comes. 
Luc. I'll have no halves ; I'll bear it ail 
myself. yu 

Re-enter Biondello. 

How now \ what news ? 

Bion. Sir, my mistress sends you word 
That she is busy and she cannot come. 

Pet. How' I She’s busy, and she cannot 
come! 

Is that an answer ? 

Gre. Ay, and a kind one too. 

Pray God, sir, your wife send you not a 
worse. 

Pet. I hope better. 

Hor. Sirrah Biondello, go and entreat my 
wife 

To come to me forthwith. [Exit Biondello. 

Pet. O, ho ! entreat her ! 

Nay, then she must needs come. 

Hor. 1 am afraid, sir. 

Do what you can, yours will not be 
entreated. 

Re-enter Biondello. 

Now, where's my wife ? 90 

Bion. She says you have some goodly jest 
in hand : 

She will not come; she bids you come to 
her. 

Pet. Worse and worse; she will not 
come! O vile, 

Intolerable, not to be endur’d ! 

Sirrah Grumio, go to your mistress ; 95 

Say I command her tome to me. 

[Exif Grum in. 

Hor. 1 know her answer. 

Pet. What ? 

Hor. She will not. 
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[Act 5 


Pet The fouler fortune mine, and there 
an end. 

Re-enter Katherina. 

Bap. Now, by my holidame, here comes 
Katherina! 

Kath. What is your will, sir, that you 
send for me ? io<> 

Pet. Where is your sister, and Hortensio’s 
wife ? 

Kath. They sit conferring by the parlour 
fire. 

Pet. Go, fetch them hither *, if they deny 
to come. 

Swinge me them soundly forth unto their 
husbands. 

Aw'ay, 1 say, and bring them hither 
straight. [Exit Katherina. 

Luc. Here is a wonder, if you talk of a 
wonder. i<i6 

Hor. And so it is. 1 wonder what it bodes. 

Pet. Marry, peace it bodes, and love, and 
quiet life. 

An awful rule, and right supremacy ; 

And, to be short, what not that’s sweet and 
happy. i 1 • 

Bap. Now fair befall thee, good Petruchio! 
The wager thou hast won ; and 1 will add 
Unto their losses twenty thousand crowns ; 
Another dowry to another daughter, »r i 
For she is chang’d, as she bad never been. 

Pei. Nay, 1 will win my wager better yet, 
And show more sign of her obedience, 

Her new-built virtue and obedience. 

Re-enter Katherina with Bianca 
and W idow. 

See where she comes, and brings your 
froward wivts 

As prisoners to her wt manly persuasion. i 
Katherine, that cap of yours becomes you 
not: 

Off with that bauble, throw it underfoot. 

I Katherina complies. 

Wid. Lord, let me never have a cause to 
sigh 

Till I be brought to such a silly pass! 

Bian. Fie! what a foolish duty call you 
this ? I2.S 

Luc. 1 would your duty were as foolish 
too; 

The wisdom of your duty, fair Bianca, 
Hath cost me a hundred crowns since 
supper-time I 

Bian. The more fool you for laying on my 
duty. 

Pet. Katherine, I charge thee, tell these 
headstrong women i 

What duty they do owe their lords and 
husbands. 

Wid. Come, come, you’re mocking; wc 
will have no telling. 

Pet. Come on, 1 say; and first begin 
witn her. 


Wid. She shall not. 

Pet. I say she shall. And first begin with 
her. J35 

Kath. Fie, fie! unknit that threatening 
unkind brow. 

And dart not scornful glances from those 
eyes 

To wound thy lord, thy king, thy governor. 
It blots thy beauty as frosts do bite the 
meads, 

Confounds thy fame as whirlwinds shake 
fair buds. 140 

And in no sense is meet or amiable. 

A woman mov’d is like a fountain troub¬ 
led— 

Muddy, ill-seeming, thick, bereft of beauty ; 
And while it is so, none so dry or thirsty 
Will deign to sip or touch one drop of it. j i s 
T hy husband is thy lord, thy life, thy 
keeper. 

Thy head, thy sovereign ; one that cares 
for thee. 

And for thy maintenance commits his body 
To painful labour both by sea and land. 

To watch the night in storms, the day in 
cold, j r>r> 

Whilst thou liest warm at home, secure and 
sa^e; 

And craves no other tribute at thy hands 
But love, fair looks, and true obedience— 
Too little payment for so great a debt. 
Such duty as the subject owes the prince. 
Even such a woman oweth to her husband ; 
And when she is froward, peevish, sullen, 
sour. 157 

And not obedient to his honest wdll, 

What is she hut a foul contending rebel 
And graceless traitor to her loving lord ? 

I am asham’d that women are so simple 
To offer war where they should kneel for 
peace; 

Or seek for rule, supremacy, and sway. 
When they are bound to serve, love, and 
obey. 

Why arc our bodies soft and weak and 
smooth, 105 

Unapt to toil and trouble in the world. 
But that our soft conditions and our hearts 
Should well agree with our external parts ? 

Come, come, you froward and unable 

worms I 169 

My mind hath been as big as one of yours, 
My heart as great, my reason haply more, 
To bandy word for word and frown for 
frown ; 

But now 1 see our lances are but straws, 
Our strength as weak, our weakness past 
compare. 

That seeming to be most which we indeed 
least are. 

Then vail your stomachs, for it is no boot. 
And place your hands below your husband’s 
foot; 

In token of which duty, if he please, 
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THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 


Scene 2] 

My hand is ready* niay it do him ease. 

PeL Why* there’s a wench 1 Come on, 
and kiss me, Kate. 

Luc. Well, go thy ways, old lad, for thou 
Shalt ha’t. 

Vin. ’Tis a good hearing when children 
are toward. 

Luc. But a harsh hearing when women 
are frowarJ. 

Pet. Come, Kate, we’ll to bed. xS-i 


V/e three are married, but you two are sped. 

[To Lucendo] ’Twas I won the wager, 
though you hit the white ; 

And being a winner, God give you good 
night! 

[Exeunt Petriichio and Kdhcnna. 

Hor. Now go thy ways ; thou hast tnm’d 
a curst shrow. 

Luc. ’Tis a wonder, by your leave, she 
will be tam’d so. [Exeunt. 
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ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


The King of France. 

The Duke of Florence. 

Bertram, Count of Rousillon, 

Lafi:u, an old lord. 

Parolles, a follower of Bertram. 

Two French Lords, serving with Bertram. 
Steward, 

Lav ACHE, a cloum, 

A Page, 


servants to the Countess 
of Rousillon. 


Countess of Rousillon, mother to Be 'tram. 
Helena, a gentlewoman protected by the 
Countess. 

A Widow of Florence. 

Diana, daughter to the Widow. 

ViOLENTA, \ neighbours and friends to the 
Mariana, j Widow. 

Lords, Olficcrs, Soldiers, etc., French and 
Florentine. 


The Scene : Rousillon ; Paris ; Florence ; Marseilles. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1. Rousillon. The Count*s palace. 

Enter Bertram, the Countess of Rousil¬ 
lon, Helena, and Lafeu, all in black. 

Count. In delivering my son from me, I 
bury a second husband. 

Ber. And 1 in going, madam, w'ccp o’er 
my father’s death anew ; but I must attend 
his Majesty’s command, to whom 1 am now 
in ward, evermore in subjection, 5 

jMf. You shall find of the King a husband, 
madam ; you, sir, a father. He that so 
generally is at all times good must of 
necessity hold his virtue to you, whose 
worthiness would stir it up where it wanted, 
rather than lack it where there is such 
abundance. lo 

CommL What hope is there of Ills 
Majesty’s amendment ? 

Laf. He hath abandon’d his physicians, 
madam; under whose practices he hath 
persecuted time with hope, and finds no 
other advantage in the process but only the 
losing of hope by time. 15 

CouwL This young gentlewoman had a 
father—O, that ‘ had ’, how sad a passage 
*tis!—whose skill was almost as great iis his 
honesty ; had it stretch’d so far, would 
have made nature immortal, and death 
should have play for lack of work. Would, 
for the King’s sake, he were living! 1 think 
it would be the death of the King’s disease. 

Laf. How call’d you the man you speak 
of, madam ? 

Count. He was famous, sir, in his pro¬ 
fession, and it was his great right to be so— 
Gerard de Narbon. ^*4 

Laf. He was excellent indeed, madam; 
the King very lately spoke of him admir¬ 
ingly and mourningly; he was skilful 
enough to have liv’d still, if knowledge 
could be set up against mortality. 

316 


Ber. What is it, my good lord, the King 
languishes of ? 

Laf. A fistula, my lord. v> 

Ber. I heard not of it before. 

Laf. 1 would it were not notorious. Was 
this gentlewoman the daughter of Gerard 
de Narbon ? 

Count. His sole child, my lord, and be¬ 
queathed to my overlooking. 1 have those 
hopes of her good that her education 
promises; her dispositions she inherits, 
which makes fair gifts fairer ; for where an 
unclean mind carries virtuous qualities, 
there commendations go with pity—they 
are virtues and traitors too. In her they 
are the better for their simpleness; she 
derives her honesty, and achieves her 
goodness. 4'^ 

Laf. Your commendations, madam, get 
from her tears. 

Count. 'Tis the best brine a maiden can 
season her praise in. The remembrance of 
her father never approaches her heart but 
the tyranny of her sorrows takes all liveli¬ 
hood from her cheek. No more of this, 
Helena; go to, no more, lest it be rather 
thought you affect a sorrow than to have— 
Hel. 1 do affect a sorrow indeed, but I 
have it too. 47 

Laf. Moderate lamentation is the right of 
the dead : excessive grief the enemy to the 
living. 

Cowwf. If the living be enemy to the grief, 
the excess makes it soon mortal. 51 

Ber. Madam, I desire your holy wishes. 
Laf. How understand we that ? 

Count. Be thou blest, Bertram, and 
succeed thy father 

In manners, as in shape! Thy blood and 
virtue 55 

Contend for empire in thee, and thy good¬ 
ness 

Share with thy birthright I Love all, trust 
a few. 
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Scene 1] 


Do wrong? to none ; be able for thine enemy 
Rather in power than use, and keep thy 
friend 

Under thy own life’s key; be check’d for 
silence, ch> 

But never tax'd for speech. What heaven 
more will, 

That thee may furnish, and my prayers 
pluck down, 

Fall on thy head! Farewell. My lord, 

’Tis an unseason’d courtier ; good my lord. 
Advise him. 

Laf. He cannot want the best ^>5 
That shall attend his love. 

Count. Heaven bless him! Farewell, 
Bertram. Countess. 

Ber. The best wishes that can be forg’d in 
your thoughts be servants to you! [To 
HeJoia) Be comfortable to my mother, 
your mistress, and make much of her. 7<* 
Laf. Farewell, pretty lady ; you must 
hold the credit of your father. 

[Exeuni Bertram and Lafeu. 
Hel. O, were that all! I think not on my 
father; 

And these great tears grace his remem¬ 
brance more 

Than those I shed for him. What was he 
like ? 73 

I have forgot him ; my imagination 
Carries no favour in’t but Bertram's. 

1 am undone ; there is no living, none, 

If Bertram be away. ’Twere all one ro 
That I shouid love a bright particular star 
And think to wed it, he is so above me. 

In his bright radiance and collateral light 
Must 1 be comforted, not in his sphere. 

Tir ambition in my love thus plagues itself: 
The hind that would be mated by the lion 
Must die for love. ’Twas pretty, though a 
plague, .‘<>- 

To see him every hour ; to sit and draw 
His arched brows, his hawking eye, his curls, 
In our heart’s table—heart too capable »•> 
Of every line and trick of his sweet favour. 
But now he’s gone, and my idolatrous fancy 
Must sanctify his relics. Who comes here ? 

Enter Parolles. 

[Aside) One that goes with him. 1 love him 
for his sake; 

And yet 1 know him a notorious liar, 

Think him a great way fool, solely a 
coward; 93 

Yet these fix’d evils sit so fit in him 
That they take place when virtue's steely 
bones 

Looks bleak i’ th’ cold wind ; withal, full 
oft we see 

Cold wisdom waiting on superfluous folly. 
Par. Save you, fair queen 1 100 

Hel. And you, monarch ! 

Par. No. 

Hel. And no. 


Par, Are you meditating on virginity ? 
Hel. Ay. You have some stain of soldier 
in you ; let me ask you a question. Man 
is enemy to virginity; how may we 
barricado it against him ? to? 

Par. Keep liim out. 

Hel. But he assails ; and our virginity, 
though valiant in the defence, yet is weak. 
Unfold to us some warlike resistance, m 
Par. T'here is none. Man, setting dowm 
before you, will undermine you and blow 
you up. 

Hel. Bless our poor virginity from under- 
miners and blowers-up! Is there no 
military policy how virgins might blow up 
men ? no 

Par. Virginity being blown down, man 
w'ill quicklier be blown up; marry, in 
blowing him down again, with the breach 
yourselves made, you lose your city. It is 
not politic in the commonwealth of nature 
to preserve virginity. Loss of virginity is 
rational increase; and there was never 
virgin got till virginity was first lost. That 
you were made of is metal to make virgins. 
Virginity by being once lost may be ten 
times found ; by being ever kept, it is ever 
lost. ’Tis too cold a companion ; away 
with’t. 1-5 

Hel. I will stand for ’t a little, though 
therefore I die a virgin. 

Par, Thfre's little can be said in’t; 'tis 
against the rule of nature. To speak on the 
part of virginity is to accuse your mothers ; 
which is most infallible aisobedience. He 
that hangs himself is a virgin ; virginity 
murders itself, and should be buried in 
highways, out of all sanctified limit, as a 
desperate offendress against nature. Vir¬ 
ginity breeds mites, much like a cheese: 
consumes itself to the very paring, and s» 
dies with feeding his own stomach. Besides, 
virginity is peevish, proud, idle, made of 
self-love, which is the most inhibited sin in 
the canon. Keep it not; you cannot choose 
but lose by't. Out with’t. Within ten 
year it will make itself ten, which is a 
goodly increase; and the principal itself 
not much the worse. Away vvith’t. m* 
Hel. How might one do, sir, to lose it to 
her own liking ? 

Par. Let me see. Marry, ill to like him 
that ne'er it likes. 'Tis a commodity will 
lose the gloss with lying ; the longer kept, 
the less worth. Off with’t while 'tis vend¬ 
ible ; answer the time of request. Virginity, 
like an old courtier, wears her cap out of 
fashion, richly suited but unsuitable ; just 
like the brooch and the toothpick, which 
wear not now. Your date is better in your 
pie and your porridge than in your cheek. 
And your \irginity. your old virginity, is 
j like one of our French wither’d pears: it 
I looks ill, it eats drily; marry, 'tis a 
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[Act 1 


wither’d pear; it was formerly better; 
marry, yet ’tis a wither'd pear. Will you 
anything with it ? i.i- 

Hd» Not my virginity yet. 

There shall your master have a thousand 
loves, 

A mother, and a mistress, and a friend, 155 
A phamix, captain, and an enemy, 

A guide, a goddess, and a sovereign, 

A counsellor, a traitress, and a dear; 

His humble ambition, proud humility, iv) 
His jarring concord, and his discord dulcet, 
His faith, his sweet disaster ; with a world 
Of pretty, fond, adoptions Christendoms 
That blinking Cupid gossips. Now shall 
he— 

I know not what he shall. God send him 
well! 

The court's a learning-place, and he is 
one— lOs 

Par. What one, i’ faith ? 

HeL That 1 wish well. *Tis pity— 

Par. What's pity ? 

Hel. That wishing well had not a body 
in't 

Which might be felt; that we, the poorer 
born, i7(. 

Whose baser stars do shut us up in wishes, 
Might with effects of them follow our 
friends 

And show what we alone must think, which 
never 

Returns us thanks. 174 

Enter Page. 

Page. Monsieur Parolles, my lord calls 
for you. IKxif Page. 

Par. Little Helen, farewell; if I can 
remember thee, 1 will think of thee at 
court. 

Hel. Monsieur Parolles, you were born 
under a charitable star. 

Par. Under Mars, I. 180 

Hel. I especially think, under Mars. 

Par. Why under Mars ? 

Hel. The wars hath so kept you under 
that you must needs be born under Mars. 
Par. When he was predominant. iss 

Hel. When he was retrograde, I think, 

rather. 

Par. Why think you so ? 

Hel. You go so much backward when 
you fight. 

Par. That's for advantage. iHo 

Hel. So is running away, when fear pro¬ 
poses the safety ; but the composition that 
your valour and fear makes in you is a 
virtue of a good wing, and 1 like the wear 
well. 

Par. I am $0 full of businesses 1 cannot 
answer thee acutely. I will return perfect 
courtier ; in the which my instruction 
shall serve to naturalize thee, so thou wilt 
be capable of a courtier's counsel, and 


understand what advice shall thrust upon 
thee; else thou diest in thine unthankful¬ 
ness, and thine ignorance makes thee away. 
Farewell. When thou hast leisure, say thy 
prayers ; when thou hast none, remember 
thy friends. Get thee a good husband, and 
use him as he uses thee. So, farewell. 201 

[Exif. 

Hel. Our remedies oft in ourselves do lie, 
Which we ascribe to heaven. The fated 
sky 

Gives us free scope ; only doth backward 
pull 

Our slow designs when we ourselves are 
dull. 205 

What power is it which mounts my love so 
high, 

That makes me see, and cannot feed mine 
eye ? 

The mightiest space in fortune nature 
brings 

To join like likes, and kiss like native 
things. 

Impossible be strange attempts to those 210 
That weigh their pains in sense, and do 
suppose 

What hath been cannot be. Who ever 
strove 

To show her merit that did miss her love ? 
The King’s disease—my project may 
deceive me, .if 

But my intents are fix'd, and will not leave 
me. [Exit. 

Scene II. Paris. The King's palace. 

Flourish of cornets. Enter the King of 

France, with letterst and divers Attend¬ 
ants. 

King. The Florentines and Senoys are by 
th’ ears ; 

Have fought with equal fortune, and con¬ 
tinue 

A braving war. 

1 Lord. So 'tis reported, sir. 

King. Nay, 'tis most credible. We here 
receive it, 

A certainty, vouch'd from our cousin 
Austria, 5 

With caution, that the Florentine will move 
us 

For speedy aid ; wherein our dearest friend 
Prejudicates the business, and would seem 
To have us make denial. 

1 Lord. His love and wisdom, 

Approv’d so to your Majesty, may plead 10 
For amplest credence. 

King. He hath arm'd our an.swer, 

And Florence is denied before he comes; 
Yet, for our gentlemen that mean to see 
The Tuscan service, freely have they leave 
To stand on either part. 

2 Lord. It well may serve 15 

A nursery to our gentry, who are sick 
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Scene 2] 

For breathing and exploit. 

King, What's he comes here ? 

Knier Bertram, Lafeu, and Parolles. 

1 Lord, It is the Count Rousillon, my 
good lord, 

Young Bertram, 

King. Youth, thou bear’st thy father’s 
face; i-. 

Frank nature, rather curious than in haste. 
Hath well compos’d thee. Thy father’s 
moral parts 

Mayst thou inherit too! Welcome to Paris. 

Bcr. My thanks and duty are your 
Majesty’s. 

King. 1 would I had that corporal sound¬ 
ness now, 

As when thy father and myself in friend¬ 
ship 25 

First tried our soldiership. He did look far 
Into the service of the time, and was 
Discipled of the bravest. He lasted long ; 
But on us both did haggish age steal on, 
And wore us out of act. It much repairs me 
To talk of your good father. In his youth 
He had the wit which 1 can well observe 
'l o-day in our young lords ; but they may 
jest 

Till their own scorn return to them un¬ 
noted 

Ere they can hide their levity in honour. 3s 
So like a courtier, contempt nor bitterness 
Were in his pride or sharpness; if they 
were, 

His equal had awak’d them; and his 
honour, 

Clock to itself, knew the true minute when 
Exception bid him speak, and at this time 
His tongue obey'd his hand. Who were 
below him 

He us’d as creatures of another place; 
And bow’d his eminent top to their low 
ranks. 

Making them proud of his humility 
In their poor praise he humbled. Such a 
man 4s 

Might be a copy to these younger times; 
Which, followed well, would demonstrate 
them now 

But goers backward. 

Ber. His good remembrance, sir. 

Lies richer in your thoughts than on his 
tomb; 

So in approof lives not his epitaph 50 

As in your royal speech. 

King. Would 1 were with him ! He would 
always say— 

Methinks 1 hear him now; his plausive 
words 

He scatter'd not in ears, but grafted them 
To grow there, and to bear—' Let me not 
live '— 55 

This his good melancholy oft began. 

On the catastrophe and heel of pastime. 


When it was out—‘ Let me not live' quoth he 
* After my flame lacks oil, to be the snuff 
Of younger spirits, whose apprehensive 
senses oo 

All but new things disdain ; whose judg¬ 
ments are 

Mere fathers of their garments; whose 
constancies 

Expire before their fashions This he 
wish’d. 

1, after him, do after him wish too. 

Since I nor wax nor honey can bring home, 
1 quickly were dissolved from my hive, 66 
To give some labourers room. 

2 Lord. You’re loved, sir ; 

They that least lend it you shall lack you 
first. 

King. 1 fill a place, 1 know’t. How long 
is’t. Count, 

Since the physician at your father’s died ? 
He was much fam'd. 

Ber. Some six months since, my lord. 
King. If he were living, I would try him 
yet— 

Lend me an arm—the rest have worn me 
out 

With several applications. Nature and sick¬ 
ness 74 

Debate it at their leisure. Welcome, Count; 
My son’s no dearer. 

Ber. Thank your Majesty. 

[Exeuwf. Flourish, 

Scene III. Rousillon. The Count’s palace. 
Enter Countess, Steward, and Clown. 

Count. 1 will now hear ; what say you of 
this gentlewoman ? 

Steiv. Madam, the care I have had to even 
your content I wish might be found in the 
calendar of my past endeavours ; for then 
we wound our modesty, and make foul the 
clearness of our deservings, when of our¬ 
selves we publish them. 7 

Count. What does this knave here ? Get 
you gone, sirrah. The comp.aints I have 
heard of you I do not all believe ; ’tis my 
slowness that I do not, for 1 know you lack 
not folly to commit them and have ability 
enough to make such knaveries yours. 12 
Clo. 'Tis not unknown to you, madam, I 
am a poor fellow. 

Count. Well, sir. 15 

Clo. No, madam, 'tis not so well that I 
am poor, though many of the rich arc 
damn'd ; but if I may have your ladyship’s 
good will to go to the world, Isbel the 
woman and 1 will do as we may. 

Count. Wilt thou needs be a beggar ? 20 
Clo. I do beg your good will in this case. 
Count. In what case ? 

Clo. In Isbel’s case and mine own. 
Service is no heritage; and I think I shall 
never have the blessing of God till I have 
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issue o' my body; for they say barnes are 
blessings. 

Count, Tell me thy reason why thou wilt 
marry. 

Clo, My poor body, madam, requires it. 
1 am driven on by the flesh ; and he must 
needs go that the devil drives. 

Count. Is this all your worship's reason ? 
Clo. Faith, madam, I have other holy 
reasons, such as they are. u 

Count. May the world know them ? 

Clo, 1 have been, madam, a wicked 
creature, as you and all flesh and blood are ; 
and, indeed, I do marry that 1 may repent. 

Count, Thy marriage, sooner than thy 
wickedness. 3 ^ 

Clo. I am out o’ friends, madam, and 1 
hope to have friends for my wife's sake. 

Count. Such friends arc thine enemies, 
knave. 4 *' 

Clo, Y’are shallow, madam—in great 
friends ; for the knaves come to do that for 
me which I am aweary of. He that ears my 
land spares my team, and gives me leave 
to in the crop. If I be his cuckold, he's my 
drudge. He that comforts my wife is the 
cherisher of my flesh and blood ; he that 
cherishes my flesh and blood loves my flesh 
and blood ; he that loves my flesh and 
blood is my friend ; ergo, he that kisses my 
wife is my friend. If men could be con¬ 
tented to be what they are, there were no 
fear in marriage; for young Charbon the 
puritan and old Poysam tiie papist, how- 
some’er their hearts are sever’d in religion, 
their heads arc both one: they may jowl 
horns together like any deer i’ th’ herd. 5- 
Count. Wilt thou ever be a foul-mouth’d 
and calumnious knave ? 

Clo. A prophet I, madam ; and I speak 
the truth the next way : 5<> 

For I the ballad will repeat. 

Which men full true shall find : 

Your marriage comes by destiny, 

Your cuckoo sings by kind. 

Count. Get you gone, sir; I’ll talk with 
you more anon. 

Stew. May it please you, madam, that he 
bid Helen come to you. Of her I am to speak. 

Count. Sirrah, tell my gentlewoman I 
would speak with her ; Helen I mean. 05 
Clo. [Sin^sj 

* Was this fair face the causr:' quoth she 

‘ Whv the Grecians sacked Troy ? 
Fond done, done fond. 

Was this King Priam's joy ? ’ 

With that she sighed as she stood, 70 
With that she sighed as she stood, 

And gave this sentence then : 

* Among nine bad if one be good. 

Among nine bad if one be good, 

I'here's yet one good in ten'. 75 
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[Act 1 

Count. What, one good in ten ? You 
corrupt the song, sirrah, 

Clo. One good woman in ten, madam, 
which is a purifying o’ th’ song. Would 
God would serve the world so all the year! 
We'd find no fault with the tithe-woman, if 
I were the parson. One in ten, quoth ’a ! 
An we might have a good woman born 
before every blazing star, or at an earth¬ 
quake, ’twould mend the lottery well: a man 
may draw his heart out ere 'a pluck one. 

Count. You'll be gone, sir knave, and do 
as I command you. 86 

Clo. That man should be at woman’s 
command, and yet no hurt done ! Though 
honesty be no puritan, yet it will do no 
hurt; it will wear the surplice of humility 
over the black gown of a big heart. 1 am 
going, forsooth. The business is for Helen 
to come hither. [Hxil. 

Count. Well, now. 

Stew. 1 know, madam, you love your 
gentlewoman entirely. >4 

CoMwl. Faith, I do. Her father be¬ 
queath’d her to me: and she herself, 
without other advantage, may lawfully 
make title to as much love as she finds. 
There is more owing her than is paid ; and 
more shall be paid her than she’ll demand. 

Stew. Madam, I was very late more near 
her than 1 think she wish’d me. Alone she 
was, and did communicate to herself her 
own words to her own ears ; she thought, I 
dare vow for her, they touch’d not any 
stranger sense. Her matter was, she loved 
your son. Fortune, she said, was no god¬ 
dess, that had put such difference betwixt 
their two estates ; Love no god, that would 
not extend his might only where qualities 
were level; Diana no queen of virgins, that 
would suffer her poor knight surpris’d with¬ 
out rescue in the first assault, or ransom 
afterward. This she deliver'd in the most 
bitter touch of sorrow that e'er I heard 
virgin exclaim in; which 1 he d ray duty 
speedily to acquaint you withal; sithence, 
in the loss that may happen, it concerns you 
something to know it. na 

Count. You have discharg'd this honestly; 
keep it to yourself. Many likelihoods in¬ 
form'd me of this before, which hung so 
tott'ring in the balance that 1 could neither 
believe nor misdoubt. Pray you leave me. 
Stall this in your bosom ; and I thank you 
for your honest care. I will speak with you 
further anon. [Exfl Steward . 

Enter Helena. 

Even so it was with me when I was 
young. 

If ever we are nature's, these are ours ; this 
thorn rzo 

Doth to our rose of youth rightly belong; 
Our blood to us, this to our blood is born. 
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Scene 3] 

It is the show and seal of nature’s truth* 
Where love’s strong passion is impress'd in 
youth. 

By our remembrances of days foregone. 
Such were our faults, or then we thought 
them none. 

Her eye is sick on’t; I observe her now. 

Heh What is your pleasure, madam ? 

Count. You know, Helen, 

I am a mother to you. 

Hel, Mine honourable mistress. 

Count. Nay, a mother. y.v> 

Why not a mother ? When I said * a mother 
Methought you saw a serpent. What’s in 
‘ mother ' 

That you start at it ? I say 1 am your 
mother, 

And put vou in the catalogue of those 
That were enwombed mine. ’Tis often seen 
Adoption strives with nature, and choice 
breeds i;V' 

A native slip to us from foreign seeds. 

You ne’er oppress’d me w'ith a mother's 
groan. 

Yet I express to you a mother’s care. 
God's mercy, maiden ! does it curd thy 
blood 140 

To say I am thy mother ? What’s the 
matter, 

That this distempered messenger of wet. 
The raany-colour’d Iris, rounds thine eye ? 
Why, that you are my daughter ? 

Hel. That I am not. 

Count. I say I am your mother. 

Hel. Pardon, madam. 145 

The Count Rousillon cannot be my brother: 
I am from humble, he from honoured name; 
No note upon my parents, his all noble. 

My master, my dear lord he is ; and I 
His servant hve, and will his vassal die. 15^' 
He must not be my brother. 

Count. Nor 1 your mother ? 

Hel. You are my mother, madam ; would 
you were— 

So that my lord your son were not my 
brother— 

Indeed my mother ! Or were you both our 
mothers, 

I care no more for than I do for heaven, 155 
So I were not his sister. Can't no other, 
But, I your daughter, he must be my 
brother ? 

Count. Yes, Helen, you might be my 
daughter-in-law. 

God shield you mean it not! ' daughter ’ 
and ' mother' 

So strive upon your pulse. What \ pale 
again ? lOo 

My fear hath catch’d your fondness. Now 
I see 

The myst’ry of your loneliness, and find 
Your salt tears* head. Now to all sense 'tis 
gross 

You love my son ; invention is asham'd, 


Against the proclamation of thy passion, 
To say thou dost not. Therefore tell me 
true; x66 

But tell me then, 'tis so ; for, look, thy 
cheeks 

Confess it, th’ one to th' other; and thine 
eyes 

See it so grossly shown in thy behaviours 
That in their kind they speak it; only sin 
And hellish obstinacy tie thy tongue, i. i 
That truth should be suspected. Speak, is't 
so ? 

If it be so, you have wound a goodly clew ; 
If it be not, forswear't; howe’er, 1 charge 
thee, 1,1 

As heaven shall work in me for thine avail, 
To tell me truly. 

Hel. Good madam, pardon me. 

Count. Do you love my son ? 

Hel. Your pardon, noble mistress. 

Count. Love you my son ? 

Hel. Do not you love him, madam ? 

Count. Go not about; my love hath in't 
a bond 

Whereof the world takes note. Come, come, 
disclose iSo 

The state of your affection; for your 
passions 

Have to the full appeach’d. 

Hel. Then I confess. 

Here on my knee, before high heaven and 
you, 

That before you, and next unto high 
heaven, 

I love your son. iss 

My friends were poor, but honest; so’s my 
love. 

Be not offended, for it hurts not him 
That he is lov'd of me ; I follow him not 
By any token of presumptuous suit, 

Nor would I have him till I do deserve 
him; 190 

Yet never know how that desert should be. 
1 know I love in vain, strive against hope; 
Yet in this captious and intenible sieve 
I still pour in the waters of my love, 

And lack not to lose still. Thus, Indian- 
like, 195 

Religious in mine error, I adore 
The sun that looks upon his worshipper 
But knows of him no more. My dearest 
madam, 

Let not your hate encounter with my love, 
For loving where you do; but if yourself, 
Whose aged honour cites a virtuous youth, 
Did ever in so true a flame of liking . 

Wish chastely and love dearly that your 
Dian 

Was both herself and Love ; O, then, give 
pity 

To her whose state is such that cannot 

choose -o", 

But lend and give where she is sure to 
lose; 
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That seeks not to find that her search 
implies. 

But, riddle-like, liv’^s sweetly where she 
dies! 

Count, Had you not lately an intent— 
speak truly— 

To go to Paris ? 

HeU Madam, I had. 

Count, Wherefore ? Tell true. 

Hel, I will tell truth ; by grace itself I 
sw'car. 

You know my father left me some pre¬ 
scriptions 

Of rare and prov’d effects, such as his 
reading 

And manifest experience had collected 
For general sovereignty; and that he 
will'd me 

In hecdfuirst reservation to bestow them, 
As notes whose faculties inclusive were 
More than they were in note. Amongst the 
rest 

There is a remedy, approv’d, set down, i- 
To cure the desperate languishings whereof 
The King is render'd lost. 

Count. This was your motive 

For Paris, was it ? Speak. 

Hel, My lord your son made me to think 
of this, - . 

Else Paris, and the medicine, and the King, 
Had from the conversation of my thoughts 
Haply been absent then. 

Count. But think you, Helen, 

If you should tender your supposed aid, 

He would receive it f He and his physicians 
Are of a mind : he, that they cannot help 
him ; 

They, that they cannot help. How shall 
they credit .130 

A poor unlearned virgin, when the schools, 
Embowell'd of their doctrine, have left off 
The danger to itself ? 

Hel. There’s something in’t 

More than my father's skill, which was the 
great’st 

Of his profession, that his good receipt 235 
Shall for my legacy be sanctified 
By th’ luckiest stars in heaven ; and, would 
your honour 

But give me leave to try success, I'd 
venture 

The well-lost life of mine on his Grace's 
cure 

Bv such a day and hour. 

Count. Dost thou believe't ? 240 

Hel, Ay, madam, knowingly. 

Count, Why, Helen, thou shalt have my 
leave and love, 

Means and attendants, and my loving 
greetings 

To those of mine in court. I’ll stay at 
home, 244 

And pray God's blessing into thy attempt. 
Be gone to-morrow; and be sure of this, 


What I can help thee to thou shalt not miss. 

[ Exeunt * 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Paris. The King's palace. 

Flourish of cornets. Enter the King with 
divers young Lords taking leave for the 
Florentine war; Bertram and Parolles ; 
Attendants. 

King. Farewell, young lords; these war¬ 
like principles 

Do not throw from you. And you, my lords, 
farewell; 

Share the advice betwixt you ; if both 
gain all, 

The gift doth stretch itself as 'tis receiv’d, 
And is enough for both. 

1 Lord. 'Tis our hope, sir, 5 

After well-ent’red soldiers, to return 

And find your Grace in health. 

King. No, no, it cannot be ; and yet my 
heart 

Will not confess he owes the malady 
That doth my life besiege. Farewell, young 
lords; JO 

Whether 1 live or die, be you the sons 
Of worthy Frenchmen ; let higher Italy— 
I'hosc bated that inherit but the fail 
Of the last monarchy—see that you come 
Not to woo honour, but to wed it; when 15 
The bravest questant shrinks, find what 
you seek. 

That fame may cry you loud. I say fare¬ 
well. 

2 Lord. Health, at your bidding, serve 

your Majesty ! 

King. I'hose girls of Italy, take heed of 
them; i>) 

They say our French lack language to 
deny, 

If they demand ; beware of being capt ves 
Before you serve. 

Both. Our hearts receive your warnings. 
King, Farewell. [To Attendants] Come 
hither to me. 

I The King retires attended, 

1 Lord, O my sweet lord, that you will 

stay behind us! 

Par. 'Tis not his fault, the spark. 

2 Lord. Of 'tis brave wars ! 

Par. Most admirable ! I have seen those 

wars. 26 

Ber . I am commanded here and kept a 
coil with 

' Too young' and * The next year' and 
‘ 'Tis too early 

Par. An thy mind stand to't, boy, steal 
away bravely. 

Ber . I shall stay here the forehorse to a 
smock, 30 

Creaking my shoes on the plain masonry, 
Till honour be bought up, and no sword 
worn 
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But one to dance with. By heaven, 1*11 
steal away, 

1 Lord, There's honour in the theft. 

Pa*', Comm t it. Count. 

2 Lord. I am your accessary ; and so 

farewell. 35 

Ber. I grow to you, and our parting is a 
tortur'd body. 

1 Lord, Farewell, Captain. 

2 Lord, Sweet Monsieur Parolles ! 

Par, Noble heroes, my sword and yours 
are kin. ’Good sparks and lustrous, a word, 
good metals : you shall find in the regiment 
of the Spinii one Captain Spurio, with his 
cicatrice, an emblem of war, here on his 
sinister cheek ; it was this very sword 
entrench’d it. Say to him I live; and 
observe his reports for me. 

1 Lord, We shall, noble Captain. 4:s 
Par, Mars dote on you for his novices ! 
[Exeunt Lords] What will ye do ? 

Re-enter the King. 

Ber, Stay ; the King ! 

Par, Use a more spacious ceremony to the 
noble lords ; you have restrain’d yourself 
within the list of too cold an adieu. Be 
more expressive to them ; for they wear 
themselves in the cap of the time ; there do 
muster true gait; cat, speak, and move, 
under the influence of the most receiv’d 
star; and though the devil lead the 
measure, such are to be followed. After 
them, and take a more dilated farewell. 55 
Ber, And 1 will do so. 

Par, Worthy fellows ; and like to prove 
most sinewy sword-men. 

(Exeunl Bertram and Parolles, 

Enter Lafku. 

Laf, [Kneeling] Pardon, my lord, for me 
and for my tidings. 

King, I’ll fee thee to stand up. ^>o 

Laf, Then here's a man stands that has 
brought his pardon. 

1 would you had kneel'd, my lord, to ask 
me mercy ; 

And that at my bidding you could so stand 
up. 

King, 1 would I had ; so I had broke thy 
pate, 

And ask'd thee mercy for’t. 

Laf, Good faith, across! 

But, my good lord, 'tis thus : will you be 
cur'd 

Of your infirmity ? 

King, No. 

Laf, O, will you eat 

No grapes, my royal fox ? Yes, but you 
will 

My noble grapes, an if my royal fox ?o 
Could readi them ; I have seen a medicine 
That's able to breathe life into a stone. 
Quicken a rock, and make you dance canary’ 


With spriteiy fire and motion; whose 
simple touch 

Is powerful to araise King Pepin, nay, 75 
To give great Charlemain a pen in’s hand 
And write to her a love-line. 

King. What her is this ? 

Laf, Why, Doctor She ! My lord, there's 
one arriv'd, 

If you will see her. Now, by my faith and 
honour. 

If seriously I may convey my thoughts <0 
In this my light deliverance, I have spoke 
With one that in her sex, her years, pro¬ 
fession, 

Wisdom, and constancy, hath amaz’d me 
more 

Than I dare blame my weakness. Will you 
see her. 

For that is her demand, and know her 
business ? «5 

That done, laugh well at me. 

King. Now, good Lafeu, 

Bring in the admiration, that we with thee 
May spend our wonder too, or take off 
thine 

By wond’ring how thou took’st it. 

Laf. Nay, I’ll fit you, 

And not be all day neither. [Exit Lafeu, 

King, Thus he his special nothing ever 
prologues. >i 

Re-enter Lafeu with Helena. 

Laf, Nay, come your ways. 

King, This haste hath wings indeed. 

Laf, Nay, come your ways ; 

This is his Majesty ; say your mind to him. 
A traitor you do look like; but such 
traitors •)«5 

His Majesty seldom fears. I am Cressid’s 
uncle, 

That dare leave two together. Fare you 
well. [Exit, 

King. Now, fair one, does your business 
follow us ? 

Hel. Ay, my good lord. 

Gerard dc Narbon was my father, 100 
In what he did profess, well found. 

King. I knew him. 

Hel. The rather will 1 spare my praises 
towards him ; 

Knowing him is enough. On's bed of death 
Many receipts he gave me ; chiefly one, 

W hich, as the dearest issue of his practice. 
And of his old experience th' only darling. 
He bade me store up as a triple eye, 107 
Safer than mine own two, more dear. I 
have so 

And, hearing your high Majesty is touch’d 
With that malignant cause wherein the 
honour 1 10 

Of my dear father's gift stands chief in 
power, 

I come to tender it, and my appliance. 
With all bound humbleness. 
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King. We thank you, maiden ; 

But may not be so credulous of cure, 
When our most learned doctors leave us, 
and 1 T 5 

The congregated college have concluded 
That labouring art can never ransom nature 
From her inaidable estate —1 say we must 
not 

So stain our judgment, or corrupt our hope, 
To prostitute our past-cure malady • 
To empirics ; or to dissever so 
Our great self and our credit to esteem 
A senseless help, when help past sense we 
deem. 

Hel. My duty then shall pay me for my 
pains. 1-1 

T will no more enforce mine office on you ; 
Humbly entreating from your royal 
thoughts 

A modest one to bear me back again. 

King. I cannot give thee less, to be call’d 
grateful. 

Thou thought’st to help me; and such 
thanks I give 

As one near death to those that wish him 
live. 

But what at full I know, thou know'st no 
part; 

I knowing all my peril, thou no art. 

Hd. What I can do can do no hurt to try, 
Since you set up your rest 'gainst remedy. 
He that of greatest W'orks is finisher i 
Oft does them by the weakest minister. 

So holy writ in babes hath judgment shown, 
When judges have been babes. Great 
floods have flown 

From simple sources, and great seas have 
dried 

When miracles have by the greatest been 
denied. iio 

Oft expectation fails, and most oft there 
Where most it promises ; and oft it hits 
Where hope is coldest, and despair most 
f.ts. 

King. I must not hear thee. Fare thee 
well, kind maid ; 

Thy pains, not us'd, must by thyself he 
paid; m s 

Proffers not took reap thanks for their 
reward, 

Hel. Inspired merit so by breath is 
barr’d. 

It is not so with Him that all things knows, 
As Tis with us that square our guess by 
shows; 

But most it is presumption in us when iso 
The help of heaven we count the act of men. 
Dear sir. to my endeavours give consent; 
Of heaven, not me, make an experiment. 

I am not an impostor, that proclaim 
Myself against the level of mine aim ; iss 
But know I think, and think 1 know most 
sure, 

My art is not past power nor you past cure. 
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King. Art thou so confident ? Within 
what space 

Hop’st thou my cure ? 

Hel. The greatest Grace lending grace. 
Ere twice the horses of the sun shall bring 
Their fiery torcher his diurnal ring, i 6 i 
Ere twice in murk and occidental damp 
Moist Hesperus hath quench'd his sleepy 
lamp, 

Or four and twenty times the pilot's glass 
Hath told the thievish minutes how they 
pass, it ^3 

What is infirm from your sound parts shall 

flv. 

Health shall live free, and sickness freely 
die. 

King. Upon thy certainty and confidence 
What dar’st thou venture ? 

Hel. Tax of impudence, 

A strumpet's boldness, a divulged shame, 
Traduc’d by odious ballads ; my maiden's 
name 171 

Sear’d otherwise; ne w'orse of tvorst— 
extended 

With vilest torture let my life be ended. 
King. Methinks in thee some blessed 
spirit doth speak 

His powTrful sound within an organ weak ; 
And what Impossibility would slay r/ff 
In common sense, sense saves another 
way. 

Thy life is dear ; for all that life can rate 
Worth name of life in thee hath estimate : 
Youth, beauty, wisdom, courage, all jSo 
T hat happiness and prime can happy call. 
Thou this to hazard needs must intimate 
Skill infinite or monstrous desperate. 

Sweet practiser, thy physic I will try, 

That ministers thine own death if 1 die. iss 
Hd. If 1 break time, or flinch in property 
Of what I spoke, unpitied let me die ; 

And well deserv'd. Not helping, death's my 
fee; 

But, if I help, what do you promise me ? 
King. Make thy demand. 

Hel. But will you make it even ? 

King. Ay, by my sceptre and my hopes 
of heaven. 

Hel. Then shalt thou give me with thy 
kingly hand 

What husband in thy power I will com¬ 
mand. 

Exempted be from me the arrogance 
To choose from forth the royal blood of 
France, 195 

My low and humble name to propagate 
With any branch or image of thy state ; 
But such a one, thy vassal, whom 1 know 
Is free for me to ask, thee to bestow. 

King. Here is my hand; the premises 
observ’d, 200 

Thy will by my performance shall be serv’d. 
So make the choice of thy own time, for 1 , 
Thy resolv’d patient, on thee still rely. 
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More should 1 question thee, and more I 
must, 

Though more to know could not be more to 
trust, 2'*5 

From whence thou cam'st, how tended on. 
But rest 

Unquestion’d welcome and undoubted 
blest. 

Give me some help here, ho! If thou 
proceed 

As high as word, my deed shall match thy 
deed. [Flourish, ExeunL 

SciiNFi II. Rousillon. The Counts palace. 
Enter Codntlss and Clown. 

Couni. Come on, sir ; 1 shall now put you 
to the height of your breeding. 

Clo. I will show myself highlv fed and 
lowly taught. I know my business is but to 
the court. i 

C?oMHi. To the court! Why, what place 
make you special, when you put off that 
with such contempt ? But to the court I 7 

Clo. Truly, madam, if God have lent a 
man any manners, he may easily put it oil 
at court. He that cannot make a leg. put 
off's cap, kiss his hand, and say nothing, 
has neither leg, hands, lip, nor cap ,* and 
indeed such a fellow, to say precisely, were 
not for the court: but for me, I have an 
answer will serve all men. 

Count. xVlarry, that’s a bountiful answer 
that fits all questions. 

Clo. It is like a barber’s chair, that fits 
all buttocks—the pin buttock, the quatch 
buttock, the brawm buttock, or any 
buttock. 

Count. Will your answer serve fit to all 
questions ? i-. 

Clo. As fit as ten groats is for the hand 
of an attorney, as your French crown for 
your taffety punk, as Tib’s rush for Tom’s 
forefinger, as a pancake for Shrove 
Tuesday, a morris for Mayday, as the nail 
to his hole, the cuckold to his horn, as a 
scolding quean to a wrangling knave, as 
the nun’s lip to the friar’s mouth ; nay, as 
the pudding to his skin. 26 

Coitui. Have you, 1 say, an answer of 
such fitness for all questions ? 

Clo. From below your duke to beneath 
your constable, it will fit any question. 30 

Count. It must be an answer of most 
monstrous size that must fit all demands. 

Clo. But a trifle neither, in good faith. If 
the learned should speak truth of it. Here 
it is, and all that belongs to’t. Ask me if 
1 am a courtier: it shall do you no harm 
to learn. 

Count. To be young again, if wc could, I 
will be a fool in question, hoping to be the 
wiser by your answer. I pray you, sir, are 
you a courtier ? 


Clo. O Lord, sir!—There's a simple 
putting off. More, more, a hundred of them. 

Count. Sir, I am a poor friend of yours, 
that loves you. 42 

Clo. O Lord, sir!—Thick thick; spare 
not me. 

Count. 1 think, sir, you can cat none of 
this homely meat. 

Clo. O Lord, sir!—Nay, put me to’t, I 
warrant you. 

Count. You were lately whipp’d, sir, as I 
think. 

Clo. O Lord, sir!—Sparc not me. 

Count. Do you cry ‘ O Lord, sir! ’ at 
your wdiipping, and ‘ 5 >p:ire not me ’ ? 
Indeed your ‘ O Lord, sir ! ’ is very sequent 
to your whipping. You would answer very 
well to a whipping, if you were but bound 
to't. SI 

Clo. I ne’er had worse luck in my life in 
my ‘ O Lord, sir ! ’ I see tilings may serve 
long, but not serve ever. 

Count. I play the noble housewife with 
the time, 

To entertain it so merrily with a fool. *-,5 
Clo. O Lord, sir !—Why, there't serv'cs 
well again. 

Count. An end, sir! To your business: 
give Helen this. 

And urge her to a present answer back ; 
Commend me to my kinsmen and my son. 
This is not much. 

Clo. Not much commendation to them ? 
Count. Not much employment for you. 
You understand me ? 

Clo. Most fruitfully; I am there before 
my legs. 

Count. Haste you again. [Exeun/. 

Scene 111. Paris. The King^s palace. 

Enter Bertram, Lafeu, and Paroi.les. 

Laf. They say miracles are past; and we 
have our philosophical persons to make 
modern and familiar things supernatural 
and causeless. Hence is it that we make 
trifles of terrors, ensconcing ourselves into 
seeming knowledge wlien we should submit 
ourselves to an unknown fear. 6 

Par. Why, 'tis the rarest argument of 
wonder that hath shot out in our latter 
times. 

Ber. And so ’tis. 

Laf. To be relinquish’d of the artists— 
Par. So I say—both of Galen and Para¬ 
celsus. j I 

Laf. Of all the learned and authentic 
fellows— 

Par. Right; so I say. 

Laf. That gave him out incurable— 

Par. Why, there ’tis ; so say I too. 15 
Laf. Not to be help’d— 

Par. Right; as ’tw^ere a man assur’d 
of a— 
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Laf, Uncertain life and sure death. 

Par* Just; you say well; so would 1 
have said. 

Laf* I may truly say It is a novelty to 
the world. 

Par* It is indeed. If you will have it in 
showing, you shall read it in what-do-ye- 
cairt here. 

Laf. [Reading the ballad title] ‘A Show¬ 
ing of a Heavenly Effect in an Earthly 
Actor.' 

Par* That's it; I would have said the 
very same. 

Laf* Why, your dolphin is not lustier. 
Fore me, I speak in respect— 

Par* Nay, 'tis strange, 'tis very strange; 
that is the brief and the tedious of it; and 
he's of a most facinerious spirit that will not 
acknowledge it to be the— 

Laf. Very hand of heaven. 3 

Par* Ay ; so I say. 

Laf. In a most weak— 

Par* And debile minister, great power, 
great transcendence; which should, in¬ 
deed, give us a further use to be made 
than alone the rccov'ry of the King, as 
to be— 35 

Laf. Generally thankful. 

Enter King, Helena, and Attendants. 

Par. 1 would have said it; you say well. 
Here comes the King. 

Laf* Lustig, as the Dutchman says. I'll 
like a maid the better, whilst I have a tooth 
in my head. Why, he’s able to lead her a 
coraiito, 11 

Par Mort du vinaigre! Is not this Helen ? 
Laf. Fore God, 1 think so. 

King. Go, call before me all the lords in 
court. [Exii an Attendant. 

Sit, my preserver, by thy patient’s side ; 4 ' 
And with this healthful hand, whose 
banish'd sense 

Thou hast repeal'd, a second time receive 
The confirmation of my promis’d gift. 
Which but attends thy naming. 

Enter three or four Lords. 

Fair maid, send forth thine eye. This 
youthful parcel 

Of noble bachelors stand at my bestowing, 
O'er whom both sovereign power and 
father’s voice 

I have to use. Thy frank election make ; 
Thou hast power to choose, and they none 
to forsake. 

Hel* To each of you one fair and virtuous 
mistress 55 

Fall, when love please. Marry, to each but 
one! 

Laf. I'd give bay Curtal and his furniture 
My mouth no more were broken than these 
boys'. 

And writ as little beard. 

326 


King. Peruse them well. 

Not one of those but had a noble father. 60 
Hel. Gentlemen, 

Heaven hath through me restor’d the King 
to health. 

All. We understand it, and thank heaven 
for you. 

Hel. I am a simple maid, and therein 
wealthiest 

That I protest I simply am a maid. 65 
Please it your Majesty, 1 have done 
already. 

The blushes in my cheeks thus whisper me : 
‘ We blush that thou shouldst choose ; but, 
be refused. 

Let the white death sit on thy cheek for 
ever, 69 

We’ll ne’er come there again ’. 

King. Make choice and see : 

Who slums thy love shuns all his love in me. 

Hel* Now, Dian, from thy altar do 1 fly, 
And to imperial Love, that god most higii. 
Do my sighs stream. Sir, will you hear my 
suit ? 74 

1 Lord. And grant it. 

Hel. Thanks, sir; all the rest is mute. 
Laf. I had rather be in this choice than 
throw ames-acc for my life. 

Hel* The honour, sir, that flames in your 
fair eyes. 

Before I speak, too threat'ningly replies. 
Love make your fortunes twenty times 
above f^o 

Her that so wishes, and her humble love I 

2 Lord. No better, if you please. 

Hel. My wish receive, 

Which great Love grant; and so 1 take my 
leave. 

Laf. Do all they deny her ? An they were 
sons of mine I’d have them whipt; or I 
would send them to th' Turk to make 
eunuchs of. so 

He!. Be not afraid that I your hand 

should take; 

I’D never do you wrong for your own sake. 
Blessing upon your vows ; and in your bed 
Find fairer fortune, if you ever wed! 90 

Laf. These boys are boys of ice ; they’ll 
none have her. Sure, they are bastards to 
the English ; the French ne’er got ’em. 
Hel* You are too young, too happy, and 
too good. 

To make yourself a son out of my blood. 95 
4 Lord. Fair one, I think not so. 

Laf* There's one grape yet; I am sure 
thy father drunk wine - but if thou be'st 
not an ass, 1 am a youth of fourteen; I 
have known thee already. 

Hel* [To Bertram] 1 dare not say I take 
you ; but I give 

Me and my service, ever whilst I live, loi 
Into your guiding power. This is the man. 
King* Why, then, young Bertram, take 
her; she's thy wife. 
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Bcr. My wife» my liege! 1 shall beseech 
your Highness, 

In such a business give me leave to use 105 
The help of mine own eyes. 

King, Know’st thou not, Bertram, 
What she has done for me ? 

Ber. Yes, my good lord ; 

But never hope to know why I should 
marry her. 

King. Thou know’st she has rais’d me 
from my sickly bed. 

Ber. But follows it, my lord, to bring me 
down 

Must answer for your raising ? I know her 
well: 

She had her breeding at my father’s charge. 
A poor physician’s daughter my wife! 
Disdain 

Rather corrupt me ever! 

King. ’Tis only title thou disdain’st in 
her. the which 

I can build up. Strange is it that our 
bloods, 

Of colour, weight, and heat, pour’d all 
together, 

Would quite confound distinction, yet 
stand ofl 

In differences so mighty. If she be 
All that is virtuous—save what thou 
dislik’st, j 

A poor physician’s daughter—thou dis¬ 
lik’st 

Of \irtue for the name; but do not so. 
From lowest place when virtuous things 
proceed. 

The place is dignified by th* doer’s deed; 
Where great additions swell ’s, and virtue 
none, 1.^.5 

It is a dropsied honour. Good alone 
Is good without a name. Vilcness is so: 
The property by what it is should go, 

Not by the title. She is young, wise, fair; 
In these to nature she’s immediate heir; 
And these breed honour. That is honour’s 
scorn iji 

Which challenges itself as honour’s born 
And is not like the sire. Honours thrive 
When rather from our acts wc them derive 
Than our fore-goers. The mere word’s a 
slave, 135 

Debauch’d on every tomb, on every grave 
A lying trophy ; and as oft is dumb 
Where dust and damn’d oblivion is the 
tomb 

Of honour'd bones indeed. What should be 
said ? 

If thou canst like this creature as a maid, 
I can create the rest. Virtue and she mi i 
I s her own dower ; honour and wealth from 1 
me. ! 

Ber. 1 cannot love her, nor will strive to' 

do't. I 

King. Thou wrong’st thyself, if thou 
shouldst strive to choose. 1 


Hel. That you are well restor’d, my lord, 
I’m glad. 

Let the rest go. 146 

King. My honour's at the stake ; which 
to defeat, 

I must produce my power. Here, take her 
hand, 

Proud scornful boy, unworthy this good 
gift, 

That dost in vile misprision shackle up 150 
My love and her desert; that canst not 
dream 

We, poising us in her defective scale. 

Shall weigh thee to the beam; that wilt 
not know 

It is in us to plant thine honour where 
We please to have it grow. Check thy 
contempt; 153 

Obey our will, which travails in thy good ; 
Believe not thy disdain, but presently 
Do thine own fortunes that obedient right 
Which both thy duty owes and our power 
claims ; 

Or I will throw thee from my care for 
ever 

Into the staggers and the careless lapse iCn 
Of youth and ignorance ; both my revenge 
and hate 

Loosing upon thee in the name of justice. 
Without all terms of pity. Speak ; tliinc 
answer. 

Ber. Pardon, my gracious lord ; for I 
submit T65 

My fancy to your eyes. When I consider 
What great creation and what dole of 
honour 

Flies where you bid it, 1 find that she which 
late 

W’as in my nobler thoughts most base is 
now itx, 

The praised of the King ; who, so ennobled. 
Is as ’twere born so. 

King. Take her by the hand. 

And tell her she is thine; to whom I 
promise 

A counterpoise, if not to thy estate 
A balance more replete. 

Ber, I take her hand. 

King. Good fortune and the favour of the 
King 173 

Smile upon this contract; whose ceremony 
Shall seem expedient on the now-born brief. 
And be perform’d to-night. The solemn 
feast 

Shall more attend upon the coming space, 
Expecting absent friends. As thou lov'st 
her, 180 

Thy love’s to me religious ; else, does err. 
[Exeunt all hut hafeu and Parolles 
who slay behind, commenting of 
this wedding. 

Laf. Do you hear, monsieur ? A word 
with you. 

Par. Your pleasure, sir ? 
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[Act 2 


Laf. Your lord and master did well to 
make his recantation. 1H5 

Par, Recantation! My Lord! my master! 
Laf, Ay ; is it not a language I speak ? 
Par. A most harsh one, and not to be 
understood without bloody succeeding. My 
master I 

Laf, Are you companion to the Count 

Rousillon ? > 

Par. To any count; to all counts; to 
what is man. 

Laf, To what is count’s man : count's 

master is of another style. 

Par, You are too old, sir; let it satisfy 
you, you are too old. I'ls 

Laf, I must tell thee, sirrah, I wTite man ; 
to which title age cannot bring thee. 

Par, What 1 dare too well do, I dare not 
do. los 

Laf, I did think thee, for two ordinaries, 
to be a pretty wise fellow ; thou didst make 
tolerable vent of thy travel; it might pass. 
Yet the scarfs and the bannerets about thee 
did manifoldly dissuade me from believing 
thee a vessel of too great a burden. 1 have 
now found thee; when I lose thee again I 
care not; yet art thou good for nothing 
but taking up; and that thou’rt scarce 
worth. -’fs 

Par. Hadst thou not the privilege of 
antiquity upon thee— 

Laf. Do not plunge thyself too far in 
anger, lest thou hasten thy trial; which if 
—Lord have mercy on thee for a hen ! So, 
my good window' of lattice, fare thee well ; 
thy casement 1 need not open, for 1 look 
through thee. Give me thy hand. .1;' 

Par. My lord, you give ms most 
egregious indignity. 

Laf. Ay, with all my heart; and thou art 
worthy of it. 

Par. I have not, my lord, deserv’d it. 215 
Laf. Yes, good faith, ev’ry dram of it; 
and I will not bate thee a scruple. 

Par. Well, I sliall be wiser. 

Laf. Ev’n as soon as thou canst, for thou 
hast to pull at a smack o’ th’ contrary. 
If ever thou be’st bound in thy scarf and 
beaten, thou shalt find what it is to be 
proud of thy bondage. I have a desire to 
hold my acquaintance with thee, or rather 
my knowledge, that I may say in the 
default ‘ He is a man I know 2-4 

Par. My lord, you do me most insupport¬ 
able vexation. 

Laf. I would it were hell pains for thy 
sake, and my poor doing eternal; for 
doing I am past, as I will by thee, in what 
motion age will give me leave. (Hxh. 

Par. Well, thou hast a son shall take this 
disgrace on me : scurvy, old, filthy, scurvy 
lord 1 Well, 1 must be patient; there is no 
fettering of authority. Til beat him, by my 
life, if I can meet him with any convenience, 

3*8 


an he were double and double a lord. I'll 
have no more pity of his age than 1 would 
have of — I’ll beat him, an if I could but 
meet him again. 235 

Re-enter Lafeu. 

Laf, Sirrah, your lord and master’s 
married: there’s news for you; you have a 
new mistress. 

Par. 1 most unfeignedly beseech your 
lordship to make some reservation of your 
wrongs. He is my good lord : whom I 
serve above is my master. 24 > 

Laf. Who ? God ? 

Par, Ay, sir. 

Laf. The devil it is that’s thy master. 
Whv dost thou garter up thy arms o’ this 
fashion ? Dost make hose of thy sleeves ? 
Do other servants so ? Thou wert best set 
thy lower part where thy nose stands. By 
mine honour, if I were but two hours 
younger, Td beat thee. Methink'st thou 
art a general offence, and every man should 
beat thee. 1 think thou wast created for 
men to breathe themselves upon thee. 230 

Par. This is hard and undCsServed 
measure, my lord. 

Laf. Go to, sir ; you were beaten in Italy 
for picking a keriiel out of a pomegranate ; 
you are a vagabond, and no true traveller ; 
you are more saucy with lords and honour¬ 
able personages than the commission of 
your birth and virtue gives you heraldry. 
You are not worth another word, eisc Td 
call you knave. I leave you. [Exit. 

Enter Bertram. 

Par. Good, very good, it is so then. 
Good, very good; let it be conceal’d 
awhile. 

Ber. Undone, and forfeited to cares for 
ever! 200 

Par. What’s the matter, sweetheart ? 

Ber. Although before the solemn priest 1 
have sworn, 

I will not bed her. 

Par. What, what, sweetheart ? 

Ber. O my Parolles, they have married 
me I 263 

TU to the Tuscan wars, and never bed 
her. 

Par. France is a dog-hole, and it no more 
merits 

The tread of a man’s foot. To th’ w'ars! 

Ber. There’s letters from my mother; 
wffiat th’ imporl: is 

I know not yet. 270 

Par. Ay, that would be known. To th' 
wars, my boy, to th’ wars! 

He wears his honour in a box unseen 
That hugs his kicky-wicky here at home, 
Spending his manly marrow in her arms, 
Which should sustain the bound and high 
curvet 275 
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Scene 3] 


Of Mars's fiery steed. To other regions I 
France is a stable; we that dwell in't 
jades; 

Therefore, to th' war I 

Ber. It shall be so; I'll send her to my 
house, 

Acquaint my mother with my hate to 
her, 

And wherefore I am fled ; write to the 
King 

That which 1 durst not speak. His present 
gift 

Shall furnish me to those Italian fields 
Where noble fellows strike. War is no 
strife 

To the dark house and the detested wife. 
Par, Will this capriccio hold in thee, art 
sure ? 

her. Go with me to my chamber and 
advise me. 

ril send her straight away. To-morrow 
I’ll to the wars, she to her single sorrow. 
Par. W'hy, these balls bound ; there's 
noise in it. 'Tis hard ; - v* 

A young man married is a man that's 
marr’d. 

Therefore away, and leave her bravely ; go. 
The King has done you wrong ; hut, hush, 
'tis so. [Hxemii. 

Scene IV. Paris. The King's palace. 
Enter Helena and Clown. 

Hel. My mother greets me kindly ; is she 
well ? 

Clo. She is not well, but yet she has her 
health ; she’s very merry, but yet she is 
not well. But thanks be given, she’s very 
well, and wants nothing i’ th’ world; but 
yet she is not well. *) 

Hel. If she be very well, what does she 
ail that she's not very well ? 

Clo. Truly, she’s very well indeed, but 
for two things. 

Hel. What two things ? 

Clo. One, that she’s not in heaven, 
whither God send her quickly ! The other, 
that she’s in earth, from whence God send 
her quickly ! i • 

Enter Parolles. 

Par. Bless you, my fortunate lady ! 

Hel. 1 hope, sir, 1 have your good will to 
have mine own good fortunes. «s 

Par. You had my prayers to lead them 
on ; and to keep them on, have them still 
O, my knave, how docs my old lady ? 

Clo. So that you had her wrinkles and 1 
her money, I would she did as you say. 30 
Par. Why, I say nothing, 

Clo, Marry, you are the wiser man ; for 
many a man’s tongue shakes out his 
master's undoing. To say nothing, to do 
nothing, to know nothing, and to have 


nothing, is to be a great part of your title, 
which is within a very little of nothing. 36 
Par. Away ! th’art a knave. 

Clo. You should have said, sir, ’ Before 
a knave th’art a knave ’; that’s ‘ Before 
me th’art a knave’. This had been trutli, 
sir. so 

Par. Go to, thou art a witty fool; I have 
found thee. 

Clo. Did you find me in yourself, sir, 
or were you taught to find me ? The search, 
sir, was profitable; and much fool may 
you find in you, even to the world’s 
pleasure and the increase of laughter. 35 
Par. A good knave, i’ faith, and well fed. 
Madam, my lord will go away to-night: 

A very serious business calls on him. 

The great prerogative and rite of love, 
Which, as your due, time claims, he docs 
acknowledge ; 

But puts it off to a compell’d restraint; m 
Whose want, and wiiose delay, is strew’d 
with sweets. 

Which they distil now in the curbed time. 
To make the coming hour o’erflow' with 

joy 

And pleasure drown the brim. 

Hel. What’s his will else ? 45 

Par. That you will take your instant 
leave o’ th’ King, 

And make this haste as your own good 
proceeding, 

Strength’ncd witvi what apology you think 
May make it probable need. 

Hel. What more commands he ? 

Par. That, having this obtain'd, you 
presently 50 

Attend his further pleasure. 

Hel. In everything I wait upon his will. 
Par. I shall report it so. 

Hel. I pray you. [Exit Parolles] Come, 
sirrah. lExeunE 

Scene V. Paris. The King's palace. 
Enter Lafeu and Bertram. 

haf. But I hope your lordship thinks not 
him a soldier. 

her. Yes, my lord, and of very valiant 
approof. 

haf. You have it from his own deliver¬ 
ance. 

Ber. And by other warranted testimony. 
haf. Ihcn my dial goes not true ; I took 
this lark for a bunting. 6 

Ber. I do assure you, my lord, he is very 
great in knowledge, and accordingly 
valiant. 

haf. I have then sinn’d against his ex¬ 
perience and transgress’d against his 
valour; and my state that way is danger¬ 
ous, since I cannot yet find in my heart to 
repent. Here he conics ; 1 pray you make 
us friends ; I will pursue the amity. 13 
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Enter Parolles. 

Par, [To Bertram] These things shall be 
done, sir. 

Laf, Pray you, sir, who's his tailor ? 

‘Par, Sir 1 

Laf. O, I know him well. Ay, sir; he, sir, *s 
a good workman, a very good tailor. 

Ber. [Aside to Parolles} Is she gone to 
the King ? 

Par, She is. 

Ber. Will she away to-night ? 

Par. As you'll have her. 

Ber. 1 have writ my letters, casketed my 
treasure, 

Given order for our horses ; and to-night. 
When I should take possession of the bride. 
End ere I do begin. 

Laf. A good traveller is something at the 
latter end of a dinner; but one that lies 
three-thirds and uses a known truth to pass 
a thousand nothings with, should be one 
heard and thrice beaten. God save you. 
Captain. 

Ber. Is there any unkindness between my 
lord and you, monsieur ? 

Par, 1 know not how 1 have deserved to 
run into my lord's displeasure. 

Laf. You have made shift to run into't, 
boots and spurs and all, like him that leapt 
into the custard ,* and out of it you'll run 
again, rather than suffer question for your 
residence. 

Ber. It may be you have mistaken him, 
my lord. 

Laf. And shall do so ever, though I took 
him at's prayers. Fare you well, my lord ; 
and believe this of me: there can be no 
kernel in this light nut; the soul of this 
man is his clothes ; trust him not in matter 
of heavy consequence; I have kept of 
them tame, and know their natures. Fare¬ 
well, monsieur; 1 have spoken better of 
you than you have or will to deserve at my 
hand ; but we must do good against evil. 

[Exif. 

Par. An idle lord, I swear. 

Ber, I think so. 

Par, Why, do you not know him ? 50 

Ber. Yes, 1 do know him well; and 
common speech 

Gives him a worthy pass. Here comes my 
clog. 

Enter Helena. 

Hel. 1 have, sir, as I w'as commanded 
from you, 

Spoke with the King, and have procur'd 
his leave 

For present parting ; only he desires ss 
Some private speech with you. 

Ber. I shall obey his will. 

You must not marvel, Helen, at my 
course, 


Which holds not colour with the time, nor 
does 

The ministration and required office 
On my particular. Prepar'd I was not 60 
For such a business ; therefore am I found 
So much unsettled. This drives me to 
entreat you 

That presently you take your way for home. 
And rather muse than ask why I entreat 
you; 

For my respects are better than they seem, 
And my appointments have in them a need 
Greater than shows itself at the first view 
To you that know them not. This to my 
mother. [Giving a letter, 

'Twill be two days ere I shall see you ; so 
1 leave you to your wisdom. 

Hel. Sir, I can nothing say 7'» 

But that I am your most obedient servant. 
Ber. Come, come, no more of that. 

Hel. And ever shall 

With true observance seek to eke out that 
Wherein toward me my homely stars have 
fail'd 

To equal my great fortune. 

Ber. Let that go. 75 

My haste is very great. Farewell; hie 
home. 

Hel, Pray, sir, your pardon. 

Ber. W'ell, what would you say ? 
Hel. I am not worthy of the wealth 1 owe. 
Nor dare I say 'tis mine, and yet it is ; 
But, like a timorous thief, most fain would 
steal 60 

What law does vouch mine own. 

Ber. What would you have ? 

Hel. Something ; and scarce so much ; 
nothing, indeed. 

I would not tell you what I would, my lord. 
Faith, yes: 

Strangers and foes do sunder and not kiss. 
Ber. 1 pray you, stay not, but in haste to 
horse. t>5 

Hel. I shall not break your bidding, good 
my lord. 

Ber. Where are my other men, monsieur ? 
Farewell i [Exif Helena. 

Go thou toward home, where I will never 
come 

Whilst I can shake my sword or hear the 
drum. 89 

Away, and for our flight. 

Par. Bravely, coraglo I [Exeunt. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Florence. The Duke's palace. 

Flourish. Enter the Duke of Florence, 
attended ; two French Lords, with a Troop 
of Soldiers. 

Duke. So that, from point to point, now 
have you heard 

The fundamental reasons of this war; 
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Scene 1] 

Whose great decision hath much blood let 
forth 3 

And more thirsts after, 

1 Lord. Holy seems the quarrel 

Upon your Grace’s part; black and fearful 
On the opposer. 

Duke, Therefore we marvel much our 
cousin France 

Would in so just a business shut his bosom 
Against our borrowing prayers. 

2 Lord. Good my lord, 

The reasons of our state I cannot yield, lo 
But like a common and an outward man 
That the great figure of a council frames 
By self-unable motion ; therefore dare not 
Say what I think of it, since 1 have found 
Myself in my incertain grounds to fail 15 
As often as I guess’d. 

Duke. Be it his pleasure. 

1 Lord. But 1 am sure the younger of our 
nature, 

That surfeit on their ease, will day by day 
Come here for physic. 

Duke. Welcome shall they be ; 

And all the honours that can fly from us 
Shall on them settle. You know your places 
well ,* 

When better fall, for your avails they fell. 
To-morrow to th’ field. [Flourish, Exeunt. 

Scene II. Rotisillon, The Couiif’s palace. 
Enter Countess and Clown. 

Count. It hath happen’d all as I w'ould 
have had it, save that he comes not along 
with her. 

Clo. By my troth, I take my young lord 
to be a very melancholy man. 4 

Count. By what observance, I pray you ? 
Clo. Why, he will look upon his boot and 
sing ; mend the ruff and sing ; ask (pies- 
tions and sing ; pick his teeth and sing. I 
know a man that had this trick of melan¬ 
choly sold a goodly manor for a song. 9 
Count. Let me see what he writes, and 
when he means to come. [Opening a letter. 

Clo. 1 have no mind to Isbel since I was 
at court. Our old ling and our Isbels o’ th’ 
country are nothing like your old ling and 
your Isbels o' th’ court. The brains of my 
Cupid’s knock’d out; and I begin to love, as 
an old man loves money, with no stomach. 
Count. What have we here ? 17 

Clo. E’en that you have there. [Exit. 
Count, [Reads] ‘ I have sent you a 
daughter-in-law ; she hath recovered the 
King and undone me. I have wedded her, 
not bedded her; and sworn to make the 
“ not ” eternal. You shall hear 1 am run 
away ; know it before the report come. If 
there be breadth enough in the world, I will 
hold a long distance. My duty to you. 
Your uiifortunate son, 

Bertram.* 25 


This is not well, rash and unbridled boy. 
To fly the favours of so good a king. 

To pluck his indignation on thy head 
By the misprizing of a maid too virtuous 
For the contempt of empire. 30 

Re-enter Clown. 

Clo. O madam, yonder is heavy news 
within between two soldiers and my young 
lady. 

Count. What is the matter ? 

Clo. Nay, there is some comfort in the 
news, some comfort; your son will not be 
kill’d so soon as I thought he would. 30 
Count. Why should he be kill’d ? 

Clo. So say I, madam, if he run away, as 
1 hear he does; the danger is in standing 
to’t; that’s the loss of men, though it be 
the getting of children. Here they come 
will tell you more. For my part, I only hear 
your son was run away. [Exi 7 . 

Enter Helena and the two French 
Gentlemen. 

2 Gent. Save you, good madam. 

Hel. Madam, my lord is gone, for ever 
gone. 

1 Gent. Do not say so. 45 

Counf. Think upon patience. Pray you. 
gentlemen— 

I have felt so many quirks of joy and 
grief 

That the first face of neither, on the start. 
Can woman me unto’t. Where is my ton, 
I pray you. 

1 Gent. Madam, he’s gone to serve the 
Duke of Florence. 50 

We met him thitherward ; for thence we 
came, 

And, after some dispatch in hand at court. 
Thither we bend again, 

Hel. Look on this letter, madam ; here’s 
my passport. 

[Reails} * When thou canst get the ring upon 
my finger, which never shall come ofl‘, and 
show me a child begotten of thy body that 
I am father to, then call me husband ; but 
in such a " then ” 1 write a “ never 58 
This is a dreadful sentence. 

Count. Brought you this letter, gentle¬ 
men ? 

1 Gent. Ay, madam ; 

And for the contents* sake arc sorry for our 
pains. (>i 

Count. I prithee, lady, have a better 
cheer; 

If thou engrossest all the griefs are thine, 
lliou robb’st me of a moiety. He was my 
son; 

But I do wash his name out of my blood, 65 
And thou art all my child. Towards 
Florence is he ? 

1 Gent. Ay, madam. 

Count. And to be a soldier ? 

33 * 



ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL [Act 3 


1 Gerti, Such is his noble purpose; and, 

believe 't. 

The Duke will lay upon him all the honour 
That good convenience claims. 

Couni. Return you thither ? 

2 Gent. Ay, madam, with the swiftest 

wing of speed. 

Hef. [Reads] * Till 1 have no wife, I have 
nothing in France.’ 

‘Tis hitter. 

Count. Find you that there ? 

Hef. Ay, madam. 

2 Gcm/. ’Tis but the boldness of his hand 
haply, which his heart was not consenting 
to. 

Count. Nothing in France until he have 
no wife ! 

There’s nothing here that is too good for 
him 

But only she ; and she deserves a lord 
That twenty such rude boys might tend 
upon, 

And call her hourly mistress. Who was 
with him ? 

2 Gcjd. A servant onlv, and a gentleman 
Which I have sometime known. 

Count. Parolles, was it not ? 

2 Gent. Ay, my good lady, he. 

Count. A \'cry tainted fellow, and full of 
wickedness. 

My son corrupts a well-derived nature 
With his inducement. 

2 Gent. Indeed, good lady, 

The fellow has a deal of that too much 
Which holds him much to have. 

Count. Y’are v.clcome, gentlemen. <) - 
I will entreat you, when you sec my son, 

To tell him that his sword can never win 
The honour that he loses. More I’ll entreat 
you 

Written to bear along. 

1 Gent. Wc serve you, madam. 

In that and all your worthiest affairs. or- 
Count Not so, but as we change our 
courtesies. 

Will you draw near ? 

[Exemff Countess and Gentlemen. 
Hel. ‘ Till I have no wife, 1 have nothing 
in France.’ 

Nothing in France until he has no wife! 
Thou shalt have none, Rousillon, none in 
France ; luo 

Then hast thou all again. Poor lord! 
is’t 1 

That chase thee from thy country, and 
expose 

Those tender limbs of thine to the event 
Of the none-sparing war ? And is it I 
That drive thee from the sportive court, 
where thou 

Wast shot at with fair eyes, to be the mark 
Of smoky muskets ? O you leaden mes¬ 
sengers. 

That ride upon the violent speed of fire, 
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Fly with false aim; move the still-piecing 
air, 

That sings with piercing ; do not touch my 
lord, 1 10 

Whoever shoots at him, I set him there ; 
Whoever charges on his forward breast, 

I am the caitiff that do hold him to’t; 

And though I kill him not, 1 am the cause 
His death was so effected. Better ’twerc 
I met the ravin lion when he roar’d j 
With sharp constraint of hunger; better 
’twere 

That all the miseries which nature owes 
Were mine at once. No ; come thou home, 
Rousillon, 

Whence honour but of danger wins a scar, 
As oft it loses all. 1 will be gone. 

My being here it is that holds thee hence. 
Shall I stay here to do’t ? No, no, although 
The air of paradise did fan the house, 

And angels offic’d all. I will be gone, i*’:s 
That pitiful rumour may report my flight 
To consolate thine ear. Come, night; end, 
day. 

For with the dark, poor thief, I’ll steal 
away. [ExiC 

ScLNH III. Florence. Before the Duke*s 
palace. 

Flourish. Enter the Duke of Florence, 
Bertram, Parolles, Soldiers, drum and 
trumpets. 

Duke. The General of our Horse thou art; 
and we, 

Great in our hope, lay our best love and 
credence 

Upon thy promising fortune. 

Ber. Sir, it is 

A charge too hca\^^ for my strength ; but 
yet j 

We’ll strive to bear it for your worthy sake 
To th’ extreme edge of hazard. 

Duke. Then go thou forth ; 

And Fortune play upon thy prosperous 
helm. 

As thy auspicious mistress! 

Ber. This very day, 

Great Mars, I put myself into thy file ; 
Make me but like my thoughts, and 1 shall 
prove 10 

A lover of thy drum, hater of love. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Rousillon. The Counts palace. 
Enter Countess and Steward. 

Count. Alas! and would you take the 
letter of her ? 

Might you not know she would do as she 
has done 

By sending me a letter ? Read it again. 
Stew. [Reads] ‘ I am Saint jaques* 
pilgrim, thither gone. 

Ambitious love hath so in me offended 5 
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That barefoot plod I the cold ground upon, 
With sainted vow my faults to have 
amended. 

Write, write, that from the bloody course 
of war 

My dearest master, your dear son, may hie. 
Bless him at home in peace, whilst 1 from 
far II 

His name with zealous fervour sanctify. 
His taken labours bid him me forgive; 

1, his despiteful Juno, sent him forth 
From courtly friends, with camping foes to 
live, 

Where death and danger dogs the heels of 
worth. 1 ^ 

He is too good and fair for death and me; 
Whom 1 myself embrace to set him free/ 
Count. Ah, what sharp stings are in her 
mildest words ! 

Rinaldo, you did never lack advice so much 
As letting her pass so ; had I spoke with 
her, .io 

1 could have well diverted her intents. 
Which thus she hath prevented. 

Stew. Pardon me, madam ; 

If I had gi\’en you this at over-night, 

She might have been o’erta’en ; and yet 
she writes 

Pursuit would be but vain. 

Count. What angel shall 

Bless this unworthy husband ? He cannot 
thrive. 

Unless her prayers, whom heaven delights 
to hear 

And loves to grant, reprieve him from the 
wrath 

Of greatest justice. Write, write, Rinaldo, 
To this unworthy husband of his wife ; 

Let every word weigh heavy of her worth 
That he does weigh too light. My greatest 
grief. 

Though little he do feel it, set down sharply. 
Dispatch the most convenient messenger. 
When haply he shall hear that she is gone 
He will return ; and hope I may that she. 
Hearing so much, will speed her foot again. 
Led hither by pure love. Which of them 
both 

Is dearest to me I have no skill in sense 
To make distinction. Provide this messen¬ 
ger. to 

My heart is heavy, and mine age is weak ; 
Grief would have tears, and sorrow^ bids me 

speak. [Exeunt. 

ScENii V. Without the walls of Florence. 

A tucket afar off. Enter an old Widow of 
Florence, her daughter Diana, Violenta, 
and Mariana, with other Citizens. 

Wid. Nay, come ; for if they do ap¬ 
proach the city we shall lose all the sight. 

Dia. They say the French count has done 
most honourable service. 4 


Wid. It is reported that he has taken 
their great'st commander ; and that with 
his own hand he slew the Duke’s brother. 
[7 ucfcet] We have lost our labour ; they are 
gone a contrary way. Hark! you may 
know by their trumpets. 8 

Mar. Come, let’s return again, and 
suffice ourselves with the report of it. Well, 
Diana, take heed of this French earl; the 
honour of a maid is her name, and no 
legacy is so rich as honesty. 12 

Wid. I have told my neighbour how you 
have been solicited by a gentleman his 
companion. 

Mar. I know that knave, hang him! 
one Parolles ; a filthy officer he is in those 
suggestions for the young earl. Bew^are of 
them. Diana : their promises, enticements, 
oaths, tokens, and all these engines of lust, 
are not the things they go under ; many a 
maid hath been seduced by them ; and the 
misery is, example, that so terrible shows 
in the wreck of maidenhood, cannot for all 
that dissuade succession, but that they are 
limed with the twigs that threatens them. 
I hope 1 need not to advise you further ; 
but 1 hope your own grace will keep you 
where you are, though there were no further 
danger known but the modesty which is so 
lost. 25 

Dia. You shall not need to fear me. 

Enter Hr^LirNA in the dress of a pilgrim. 

Wid. 1 hope so. Look, here comes a 
pilgrim. 1 know she will lie at my house : 
thither they send one another. I’ll question 
her. God save you, pilgrim ! Whither are 
bound ? 

Hel. To Saint Jaques le Grand. 

Where do the palmers lodge, I do beseech 
you ? 

Widf. At the Saint Francis here, beside 
the port. 

Hel. Is this the way ? [A march afar. 

Wid. Ay, marry, is’t. Hark you ! They 
come this way. 

If you will tarry, holy pilgrim. 

But till the troops come by, 

1 will conduct you where you shall be 
lodg'd ; 

The rather for 1 think 1 know your hostess 
As ample as myself. 

Hel. Is it yourself ? 

Wid. If you shall please so, pilgrim. 

Hel. I thank you, and w ill stay upon your 
leisure. 

Wid. You came, I think, from France ? 

Hel. 1 did so. 

Wid. Here you shall see a countryman of 
yours 

That has done worthy service. 

Hel. His name, I pray you. 45 

Dia. The Count Rousillon. Know you 
such a one ? 
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Hel. But by the ear, that hears most 
nobly of him; 

His face 1 know not. 

Dia. Whatsome'er he is, 

He's bravely taken here. He stole from 
France, 

As 'tis reported, for the King had married 
him 5^' 

Against his liking. Think you it is so ? 
HeL Ay, surely, mere the truth ; I know 
his lady. 

Dia, There is a gentleman that serves the 
Count 

Reports but coarsely of her. 

Hel, What’s his name ? 

Dia, Monsieur Parolles. 

Hel, O, 1 believe with him, 35 

In argument of praise, or to the worth 
Of the great Count himself, she is too mean 
To have her name repeated; all her 
deserving 

Is a reserved honesty, and that 
I have not heard examin'd. 

Dia, Alas, poor lady ! 60 

*Tis a hard bondage to become the wife 
Of a detesting lord. 

Wi4, I weet, good creature, wheresoe'er 
she is 

Her heart weighs sadly. This young maid 
might do her 

A shrewd turn, if she pleas'd. 

Hel, How do you mean ? 03 

May be the amorous Count solicits her 
In the unlawful purpose. 

Wid, He does, indeed ; 

And brokes with all that can in such a suit 
Corrupt the tender honour of a maid ; 

But she is arm’d for him, and keeps her 
guard 70 

In honestest defence. 

Enter, with drum and colours, Bertram, 
Parolles, and tke whole Army. 

Mar. The gods forbid else ! 

Wid, So, now they come. 

That is Antonio, the Duke’s eldest son; 
That, Escalus. 

Hel, Which is the Frenchman ? 

Dia, He— 

That with the plume; 'tis a most gallant 
fellow. 75 

I would he lov’d his wife; if he were 
honester 

He were much goodlier. Is’t not a hand¬ 
some gentleman ? 

Hel, 1 like him well. 

Dia. 'Tis pity he is not honest. Yond’s 
that same knave 

That leads him to these places ; were I his 
lady So 

I would poison that vile rascal. 

Hel Which is he ? 

Dia. That jack-an-apes with scarfs. Why 
is he melancholy ? 
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Hel Perchance he's hurt i’ th’ battle. 

Par, Lose our drum ! well.. 85 

Mar. He’s shrewdly vex’d at something. 
Look, he has spied us. 

Wid, Marry, hang you 1 

Mar, And your courtesy, for a ring- 
carrier ! 

[Exeunt Bertram, Parolles, and army, 

Wid. The troop is past. Come, pilgrim, 
I will bring you 90 

Where you shall host. Of enjoin’d peni¬ 
tents 

There’s four or five, to great Saint Jacques 
bound. 

Already at my house. 

Hel, 1 humbly thank you. 

Please it this matron and this gentle maid 
To eat with us to-night; the charge and 
thanking <»5 

Shall be for me, and, to requite you 
further, 

I will bestow some precepts of this virgin. 
Worthy the note. 

Both, We'll take your offer kindly. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VI. Camp before Florence, 
Enter Bertram, and the two French lx>rds. 

2 Lord, Nay, good my lord, put him to’t; 
let him have his way. 

1 Lord, If your lordship find him not a 
hilding, hold me no more in your respect. 

2 Lord. On my life, my lord, a bubble, s 

Ber. Do you think I am so far deceived 

in him ? 

2 Lord. Believe it, my lord, in mine own 
direct knowledge, without any malice, but 
to speak of him as my kinsman, he’s a most 
notable coward, an infinite and endless liar, 
an hourly promise-breaker, the owner of no 
one good quality worthy your lordship's 

entertainment. i r 

1 Lord. It were fit you knew him ; lest, 
reposing too far in his virtue, which he hath 
not, he might at some great and trusty 
business in a main danger fall you. u 

Ber. I would I knew in what particular 
action to try him. 

1 Lord. None better than to let him fetch 

off his drum, which you hear him so con¬ 
fidently undertake to do. 17 

2 Lord, I with a troop of Florentines will 
suddenly surprise him ; such I will have 
whom I am sure he knows not from the 
enemy. We will bind and hoodwink him so 
that he shall suppose no other but that he 
is carried into the leaguer of the adversaries 
when we bring him to our own tents. Be 
but your lordship present at his examina¬ 
tion ; if he do not, for the promise of his 
life and in the highest compulsion of base 
fear, offer to betray you and deliver all the 
intelligence in his power against you, and 
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that with the divine forfeit of his soul 
upon oath, never trust my judgment in 
anything. 

1 Lord. O, for the love of laughter, let 

him fetch his drum ; he says he has a 
stratagem for’t. When your lordship sees 
the bottom of his success in’t, and to what 
metal this counterfeit lump of ore will be 
melted, if you give him not John Drum's 
entertainment, your inclining cannot be 
removed. Here he comes. 3 

Enter Parolles. 

2 Lord. O, for the love of laughter, hinder 
not the honour of his design ; let him fetch 
off his drum in any hand. 

Ber. How now, monsieur! This drum 
sticks sorely in your disposition. 

1 Lord. A pox on’t; let it go ; 'tis but a 
drum. 40 

Par. But a drum ! Is’t but a drum ? A 
drum so lost! There was excellent com¬ 
mand : to charge in with our horse upon 
our own wings, and to rend our own 
soldiers ! 4 ; 

1 Lord. That was not to be blam’d in the 
command of the service ; it was a disaster 
of war that Oesar himself could not have 
prevented, if he had been there to com¬ 
mand. 

Ber. Well, w^e cannot greatly condemn 
our success. Some dishonour we had in the 
loss of that drum; but it is not to be 
recovered. 50 

Par. It might have been recovered. 

Ber. It might, but it is not now. 

Par. It is to be recovered. But that the 
merit of service is seldom attributed to the 
true and exact performer, I would have 
that drum or another, or ‘ hie jacet ’. 5 ? 

Ber. Why, if you have a stomach, to’t, 
monsieur. If you think your mystery in 
stratagem can bring this instrument of 
honour again into his native quarter, be 
magnanimous in the enterprise, and go on ; 
I will grace the attempt for a worthy 
exploit. If you speed well in it, the Duke 
shall both speak of it and extend to you 
what further becomes his greatness, even 
to the utmost syllable of your worthiness. 

Par, By the hand of a soldier, I will 
undertake it. 

Ber, But you must not now slumber 
in it. (>5 

Par. I'll about it this evening ; and I will 
presently pen down my dilemmas, encour¬ 
age myself in my certainty, put myself into 
my mortal preparation ; and by midnight 
look to hear further from me. 

Ber. May I be bold to acquaint his Grace 
you are gone about it ? 71 

Par, I know not what the success will be, 
my lord, but the attempt 1 vow. 

Ber. 1 know th'art valiant; and, to the 


possibility of thy soldiership, will subscribe 
for thee. Farewell. 75 

Par, I love not many words, [Exit, 

2 Lord. No more than a fish loves winter. 
Is not this a strange fellow, my lord, that 
so confidently seems to undertake this 
business, which he knows is not to be done ; 
damns himself to do, and dares better be 
damn’d than to do’t. 

1 Lord. You do not know him, my lord, 
as we do. Certain it is that he will steal 
himself into a man’s favour, and for a week 
escape a great deal of discoveries ; but 
when you find him out, you have him ever 
after. 

Ber. Why, do you think he will make no 
deed at all of this that so seriously he does 
address himself unto ? 

2 Lord. None in the world; but return 

with an invention, and clap upon you two 
or three probable lies. But we have almost 
emboss’d him. You shall see his fall to¬ 
night ; for indeed he is not for your 
lordship's respect. 91 

1 Lord. We’ll make you some sport with 

the fox ere we case him. He was first 
smok’d by the old Lord Lafeu. When his 
disguise and he is parted, tell me what a 
sprat you shall find him ; which you shall 
see this very night. 96 

2 Lord. 1 must go look my twigs ; he 
shall be caught. 

Ber. Your brother, he shall go along with 
me. 

2 Lori, As't please your lordship. I’ll 

leave you. [Exif. 

Ber, Now will I lead you to the house, 
and show you 100 

The lass I spoke of. 

1 Lord. But you say she's honest. 

Ber. That’s all the fault. I spoke with 
bet but once. 

And found her wondrous cold ; but I sent 
to her. 

By this same coxcomb that we have i' th' 
wind. 

Tokens and letters which she did re-send ; 
And tiiis is all I have done. She’s a fair 
creature; jo6 

Will you go see her ? 

1 Lord With all my heart, my lord, 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VII. Florence. The Widow*s house. 
Enter Helena and Widow. 

Hel. If you misdoubt me that I am not 
she, 

I know not how I shall assure you further 
But I shall lose the grounds 1 work upon. 
Wid. Though my estate be fall’n, I was 
well born, 4 

Nothing acquainted with these businesses ; 
And would not put my reputation now 
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In any staining act* 

HeU Not would I wish you. 

First give me trust the Count he is my 
husband. 

And what to your sworn counsel 1 have 
spoken 

Is so from word to word ; and then you 
cannot, u> 

By the good aid that I of you shall borrow, 
Eit in bestowing it. 

Wid. 1 should believe you ; 

For you have show'd me that which well 
approves j 3 

Y’are great in fortune. 

Hel. Take this purse of gold, 

And let me buy your friendly help thus far, 
Which 1 will over-pay and pay again 
When I have found it. The Count he woos 
your daughter, 

Lays down his wanton siege before her 
beauty, 

Resolv'd to carry her. Let her in fine 
consent, 10 

As we'll direct her how 'tis best to bear it. 
Now his important blood will nought deny 
That she’ll demand. A ring the County 
wears 

That downward hath succeeded in his 
house 

From son to son some four or live descents 
Since the first father wore it. This ring he 
holds .’5 

In most rich choice; yet, in his idle fire, 

To buy his will, it would not seem too dear. 
Howe'er repented after. 

Wid. Now I see 

The bottom of your purpose. -Jv 

Hel, You see it lawful then. It is no more 
But that your daughter, ere she seems as 
won, 

Desires this ring; appoints him an en-i 

counter; ! 

In fine, delivers me to fir the time, I 

Herself most chastely absent. After this,' 

To marry her. I’ll add three thousand 
crowns 3:, 

To what is pass’d already. 

Wid. I l ave yielded. 

Instruct my daughter how she shall 
perse ver, 

That time and place wit 1 this deceit so, 
lawful I 

May prove coherent. Eve^y night he comes j 
With musics of all sorts and songs com-| 
pos’d 4*^' 

To her unworthiness. It nothing steads us 
To chide him from our ei.vcs, for he persists 
As if his life lay on’t. 

Hel. Vv^hy then to-night 

Let us assay our plo^ ; which, if it speed. 
Is wicked meaning in a lawful deed, 45 
And lawful meaning in a lawful act; 

Where both not sin, and yet a sinful fact. 
But let's about it, [Exemif. 
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ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Without the Florentine camp. 

Enter Second French Lord tvith five or six 
other Soldiers in ambush. 

2 Lord. He can come no other way but 
by this hedge-corner. When you sally upon 
h m, speak what terrible language you will; 
though you understand It not ^'Ourselves, 
no matter ; for we must not seem to under¬ 
stand him, unless some one among us, whom 
we must produce for an interpreter. 

1 Sold. Good captain, let me be th’ inter¬ 
preter. 

2 Lord. Art not acquainted with him ? 
Knows he not thy voice ? 

1 Sold. No, sir, I warrant you. 10 

2 Lord. But what linsey-woolsey hast 
thou to speak to us again ? 

t Sold. E'en such as you speak to 
me. 13 

2 Lord. He must think us some band of 
strangers i' th’ adversary’s entertainment. 
Now he hath a smack of all neighbouring 
languages, therefore we must every one 
be a man of his own fancy; not to know^ 
what w e speak one to another, so we seem 
to know, is to know straight our purpose: 
choughs' language, gabble enough, and 
good enough. As for you, interpreter, you 
must seem very politic. But couch, ho! 
here he comes ; to beguile two hours in a 
sleep, and then to return and swear the 
lies he forges. 

Enter Parolles. 

Par. Ten o’clock. Within these three 
hours ’twill be time enough to go home. 
What shall 1 say 1 have done ? It must be 
a very piausivc invention that carries it. 
They begin to smoke me ; and disgraces 
have of late knock’d too often at my door. 
I find my tongue is too foolhardy ; but my 
heart hath the fear of Mars before it, and 
of his creatures, not daring the reports of 
my tongue. 

2 Lord. This is the first truth that e'er 
thine own tongue was guilty of. u 

Par. What the devil should move me to 
undertake the recovery of this drum, being 
not ignorant of the impossibility, and know¬ 
ing I had no such purpose ? 1 must give 
myself some hurts, and say I got them in 
exploit. Yet slight ones will not carry it. 
They will say ' Came you off with so 
little ? ' And great ones I dare not give. 
Wherefore, what's the instance ? Tongue, 
I must put you into a butter-woman's 
mouth, and buy myself another of Bajazet's 
mule, if you prattle me into these perils. 40 

2 Lord. Is it possible he should know 
what he is, and be that he is ? 

Par. 1 would the cutting of my garments 
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would serve the turn, or the breaking of my 
Spanish sword. 

2 Lord. We cannot afford you so. 45 
Par. Or the baring of my beard ; and to 
say it was in stratagem. 

2 Lord. * 1 'would not do. 

Par. Or to drown my clothes, and say 1 
was stripp'd. 

2 Lord. Hardly serve. v- 

Par. rbougb I swore I leap'd from the 
window of the citadel— 

2 Lord. How deep ? 

Par. Thirty fathom. 

2 Lord. Three great oaths would scarce 
make that be believed. s* 

Par. 1 would I had any drum of the 
enemy’s ; I would swear 1 recover’d it. 

2 Lord. You shall hear one anon. 

[Alarum uUhin. 
Par. A drum now of the enemy's ! »>< 

2 Lord. Throca movousus, cargo, cargo, 
cargo. 

All. Cargo, cargo, cargo, villianda pa; 
corbo, cargo. 

Par. O, ransom, ransom ! Do not hid^ 
mine eyes. I 77 tey blindfold him 
1 Sold. Boskos thromuklo boskos. 

Par. 1 know are the Muskos’ regi 
ment, " 

And 1 shall lose my life for want oi 
language. 

If there be here German, or Dane, Low 
Dutch, 

Italian, or French, let him speak to me ; 
I’ll discover that which shall undo the 
Florentine. 'v 

1 Sold. Boskos vauvado. I understand 
thee, and can speak thy tongue. Ke-ely- 
bonto, sir, betake thee to thy faith, for 
seventeen poniards are at thy bosom. 

Par. O ! 

1 Sold. O, pray, pray, pray ! Manka 

revania dulche. 75 

2 Lord. Oscorbidulchos volivorco, 

1 Sold. The General is content to spare 
thee yet; 

And, hoodwink'd as thou art, will lead thee 
on 

To gather from thee. Haply thou mayst 
inform 

Something to save thy life. 

Par. O, let me live, 

And all the secrets of our camp I’ll show, 
Their force, their purposes. Nay, I'll speak 
that 

Which you will wonder at. 

1 Sold. But wilt thou faithfully ? 

Par. If I do not, damn me. 

1 Sold. Acordo 1 nta. 65 

Come on ; thou art granted space. 

(fixit, with ParoUes guarded. 
A short alarum within. 

2 Lord. Go, tell the Count Rousillon and 

my brother 


W^e have caught the woodcock, and will 
keep him mutfled 
Till we do hear from them. 

2 Sold. Captain, I will. 

2 Lord. 'A will betray us all unto our¬ 
selves— 90 

Inform on that. 

2 Sold. So 1 will, sir. 

2 Lord. Till then I'll keep him dark and 
safely lock’d. [Exeunt, 

Scene II. Florence. The Widow*s house. 

Enter Bertram and Diana. 

Ber. They told me that your name was 
Fontibcll. 

Dia. No, my good lord, Diana. 

Ber. Titled goddess ; 

And worth it, with addition ! But, fair soul. 
In your fine frame hath love no quality ? 
If the quick fire of youth light not yv^ur 
mind, 5 

You arc no maiden, but a monument; 
When you are dead, you should be such a 
one 

As you are now, for you are cold and stern ; 
And now you should be as your mother was 
When your sweet self was got. 

J)ia. She then was honest. 

Ber. So should you be. 

rria. No. 

xMy mother did but duty ; such, my lord. 
As you owe to your wife. 

Ber. No more that! 

1 prithee do not strive against my vows. 
I was compell'd to her ; but 1 love thee 15 
By love’s own sweet constraint, and will for 
ever 

Do thee all rights of service. 

Dia. Ay, so you serve us 

Till we serve you ; but when you have our 
roses 

You barely leave our thorns to prick 
ourselves. 

And mock us with our bareness. 

Ber. How have 1 sworn ! -o 

Dia. 'Tis not the many oaths that makes 
the truth, 

But the plain single vow that is vow’d true. 
What is not holy, that we swear not by. 
But take the High'st to witness. Ihep, 
pray you, tell me : 2 % 

If I should sw ear by Jove's great attributes 
I lov’d you dearly, would you believe my 
oaths 

When 1 did love you ill ? This has no 
holding, 

To swear by him whom I protest to love 
That I will work against him. Therefore 
your oaths 

Are words and poor conditions, but un¬ 
seal'd— 

At least in my opinion. 

Ber. Change it, change it; 
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Be not so holy-cruel. Love is holy ; 

And my integrity ne'er knew the crafts 
That you do charge men with. Stand no 
more off, 

But give thyself unto my sick desires, 3:^ 
Who then recovers. Say thou art mine, and 
ever 

My love as it begins shall so persever. 

Dia, I see that men make ropes in such 
a scarre 

That we’ll forsake ourselves. Give me that 
ring. 

Ber. ril lend it thee, my dear, but have 
no power 4 '' 

To give it from me. 

Dia, Will you not, my lord ? 

Ber. It is an honour 'longing to our 
house. 

Bequeathed down from many ancestors ; 
Which were the greatest obloquy i’ th' 
world 
In me to lose. 

Dia. Mine honour’s such a ring : 45 
My chastity's the jewel of our house. 
Bequeathed down from many ancestors ; 
Which were the greatest obloquy i‘ th' 
world 

In me to lose. Thus your own proper 
wisdom 4 '^ 

Brings .*n the champion Honour on my part 
Aga ? st your vain assault. 

Ber, Here, take my ring ; 

My house, mine honour, yea, my life, be 
thine, 

And I'll be bid by thee. 

Dia. When midnight comes, knock at my 
chamber window ; 

I’il order take my mother shall not hear. 55 
Now will 1 charge you in the band of truth. 
When you have conquer’d my yet maiden 
bed. 

Remain there but an hour, nor speak to me: 
My reasons are most strong ; and you shall 
know them 

When back again this ring shall be 
deliver’d. oo 

And on your finger in the night I’ll put 
Another ring, that what in time proceeds 
May token to the future our past deeds. 
Adieu till then; then fail not. You have 
won 

A wife of me, though there my hope be 
done. 65 

Ber. A heaven on earth I have won by 
wooing thee. [Exif. 

Dia. For which live long to thank both 
heaven and me I 
You may so in the end. 

My mother told me just how he would woo, 
As if she sat in's heart; she says all men 
Have the like oaths. He had sworn to 
marry me 

\\'hen his wife’s dead; therefore I’ll He 
with him 


When I am buried. Since Frenchmen are so 
braid. 

Marry that will, 1 live and die a maid. 
Only, in this disguise, I think't no sin 75 
To cozen him that would unjustly win. 

lExit. 

Scene III. The Florentine camp. 

Enter the two French Lords, and two or three 
Soldiers. 

2 Lord. You have not given him his 
mother’s letter ? 

1 Lord. 1 have deliv'red it an hour since. 
There is something in't that stings his 
nature ; for on the reading it he chang'd 
almost into another man. 

2 Lord. He has much worthy blame laid 

upon him for shaking off so good a wife and 
so sweet a lady. o 

1 Lord. Especially he hath incurred the 

everlasting displeasure of the King, who 
had even tun'd his bounty to sing happiness 
to him. I will tell you a thing, but you 
shall let it dwell darkly with you. jo 

2 Lord. When you have spoken it, 'tis 
dead, and I am the grave of it. 

1 Lord. He hath perverted a young 
gentlewoman here in Florence, of a most 
chaste renown ; and this night he fleshes 
his will in the spoil of her honour. He hath 
given her his monumental ring, and thinks 
himself made in the unchaste composition, 

2 Lord. Now. God delay our rebellion! As 

we are ourselves, what things are we ! 19 

1 Lord. Merely our own traitors. And as 

in the common course of all treasons we 
still see them reveal themselves till they 
attain to their abhorr’d ends; so he that 
in this action contrives against his own 
nobility, in his proper stream, o’erflows 
himself. 24 

2 Lord. Is it not meant damnable in us to 
be trumpeters of our unlawful intents ? We 
shall not then have his company to-night ? 

1 Lord. Not till after midnight; for he is 

dieted to his hour. 29 

2 Lord. That approaches apace. I would 
gladly have him see his company ana¬ 
tomiz'd, that he might take a measure of 
his own judgments, wherein so curiously 
he had set this counterfeit. 

1 Lord. We will not meddle with him till 

he come ; for his presence must be the whip 
of the other. 35 

2 Lord. In the meantime, what hear you 
of these wars ? 

1 Lord. I hear there is an overture of 
peace. 

2 Lord, Nay, I assure you, a peace con¬ 
cluded. 

1 Lord, What will Count Rousillon do 
then ? Will he travel higher, or return 
again into France ? 41 
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2 Lord. I perceive, by this demand, you 
are not altogether of his counsel. 

1 Lord. Let it be forbid, sir! So should I 

be a great deal of his act. 43 

2 Lord. Sir, his wife, some two months 
since, fled from his house. Her pretence is 
a pilgrimage to Saint Jaques le Grand; 
which holy undertaking with most austere 
sanctimony she accomplish'd ; and, there 
residing, the tenderness of her nature 
became as a prey to her grief; in fine, made 
a groan of her last breath, and now she 
sings in heaven. 

1 Lord. How is this justified ? 3- 

2 Lord. The stronger part of it by her 

own letters, which makes her story true 
even to the point of her death. Her death 
itself, which could not be her office to say 
is come, was faithfully confirm’d by the 
rector of the place. 3<» 

1 Lord. Hath the Count all this in¬ 
telligence ? 

2 Lord. Ay, and the particular confirma¬ 
tions, point from point, to the full arming 
of the verity. 

1 Lord. 1 am heartily sorry that he'll be 
glad of this. 

2 Lord. How mightily sometimes we 
make us comforts of our losses ! 

1 Lord. And how mightily some other 

times we drown our gain in tears! The 
great dignity tliat his valour hath here 
acquir'd for him shall at home be en- 
count'red with a shame as ample. < <> 

2 Lord, The web of our life is of a mingled 

yarn, good and ill together. Our virtues 
would be proud if our faults whipt them 
not; and our crimes would despair if they 
were not cherish’d by our virtues. 70 

Enter a Messenger. 

How now ? Where’s your master ? 

Serv. He met the Duke in the street, sir ; 
of whom he hath taken a solemn leave. His 
lordship will next morning for France. The 
Duke hath offered him letters of commen¬ 
dations to the King. 75 

2 Lord. They shall be no more than 
needful there, if they were more than they 
can commend. 

1 Lord. They cannot be too sweet for the 
King's tartness. Here’s his lordship now. 

Enter Bertram. 

How now, my lord, is't not after mid¬ 
night ? "o 

Ber. I have to-night dispatch'd sixteen 
businesses, a month's length apiece; by 
an abstract of success; 1 have congied 
with the Duke, done my adieu with his 
nearest; buried a wife, mourn’d for her; 
WTit to my lady mother I am returning; 
entertain’d iny convoy ; and between these 
main parcels of dispatch effected many 


nicer needs. The last was the greatest, but 
that I have not ended yet. 87 

2 Lord. If the business be of any difficulty 
and this morning your departure hence, it 
requires haste of your lordship. 90 

Ber. I mean the business is not ended, as 
fearing to hear of it hereafter. But shall we 
have this dialogue between the Fool and tiie 
Soldier ? Come, bring forth this counterleit 
module has deceiv’d me like a double- 
meaning prophesicr. )3 

2 Lord. Bring him forth. \Exeuyit 
Soldiers] Has sat i’ th* stocks all night, 
poor gallant knave. 

Ber. No matter ; his heels have deserv'd 
it, in usurping his spurs so long. How does 
he carry himself ? <, > 

2 Lord. I have told your lordship already 
the stocks carry him. But to answer you as 
you would be understood : he weeps like a 
wench that had shed her milk ; he hath 
confess’d himself to Morgan, whom he 
supposes to be a friar, from the time of his 
remembrance to this very instant disaster 
of his setting i' th' stocks. And what think 
you he hath confess'd ? r<)6 

Ber. Nothing of me, has 'a ? 

2 Lord. His confession is taken, and it 
shall be read to his face ; if your lordship 
be in't, as 1 believe you are, you must have 
the patience to hear it. uo 

Enter Parolles guarded, and First Soldier 
as interpreter. 

Ber, A plague upon him ! muffled ! He 
can say nothing of me. 

2 Lord. Hush, bush! Hoodman comes. 
Portotartarossa. 

1 Sold. He calls for the tortures. What 
will you say without 'em ? 115 

Par. 1 will confess what I know without 
constraint; if ye pinch me like a pasty, 1 
can say no more. 

1 Sold. Bosko chimurcho. 

2 Lord. Boblibindo chicurmurco. 

1 Sold. You are a merciful general. Our 
General bids you answer to what I shall ask 
you out of a note. 

Par. And truly, as 1 hope to live, i;:-* 
1 Sold. ' First demand of him how many 
horse the Duke is strong.' What say you to 
that ? 

Par. Five or six thousand; but very 
weak and unserviceable. The troops are 
all scattered, and tlie commanders very 
poor rogues, upon my reputation and credit, 
and as 1 hope to live. 12^ 

1 Sold. Shall I set down your answer so ? 
Par. Do; I'll take the sacrament on’t, 

how and wluch way you will. 

Ber. All’s one to him. What a past¬ 
saving slave is this ! 1,2 

2 Lord. Y'are deceiv’d, my lord ; this is 
Monsieur Parolles, the gallant militarist— 
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that was his own phrase—that had the 
whole theoric of war in the knot of his 
scarf, and the practice in the chape of his 
dagger, ut* 

1 Lord. 1 will never trust a man again for 
keeping his sword clean ; nor believe he 
can have everything in him by wearing his 
apparel neatly. 

1 Sold. Weil, that's set down. m 

Par. ‘ Five or six thousand horse ’ I said 

— I will say true—‘ or thereabouts ’ set 
down, for I’ll speak truth. 

2 Lord. He’s very near the truth in this. 
Ber. But T con him no thanks for’t in the 

nature he delivers it, i-is 

Par. ' Poor rogues ’ I pray you say. 

1 Sold. Well, that’s set dowm. 

Pay. 1 humbly thank you, sir. A truth’s 
a truth—the rogues are marvellous poor. 

1 Sold. ‘ Demand of him of w hat strength 
they are a>foot.’ What say you to that ? 

Par. By my troth, sir, if I were to live 
this present hour, 1 w^ill tell true. Let me 
see : Spurio, a hundred and fifty ; Sebas¬ 
tian, so many ; Corambus, so many; Jaques, 
so many ; Guiltian, Cosmo, Lodowick, and 
Gratii, two hundred hltv each ; mine own 
company, Chitopher, Vaumond, Bentii, two 
hundred fifty each ; so that the muster- 
file, rotten and sound, upon my life, 
amounts not to fifteen thousand poll; half 
of the w hich dare not shake the snow from 
off their cassocks lest they shake themselves 
tc pieces. i'> 

Ber. What shall be done to him ? 

2 Lord. Nothing, hut let him have thanks. 

Demand of him my condition, and what 
credit i have with the Duke. = 

1 Sold. Well, that’s set down. ‘ You 
shall demand of him whether one Cap¬ 
tain Durnain he i’ th’ camp, a French¬ 
man ; what his reputation is with the Duke, 
what his valour, honesty, expertness in 
wars ; or whether he thinks it were not 
possible, with well-weighing sums of gold, 
to corrupt him to a revolt.’ What say you 
to this ? What do you know of it ? 

Par. I beseech you, let me answer to the 
particular of the inter’gatories. Demand 
them singly. 171 

1 Sold. Do you know this Captain 
Durnain ? 

Par. 1 know him : ’a was a botcher’s 
prentice in Paris, from whence he was 
whipt for getting the shrieve’s fool with 
child—a dumb innocent that could not say 
him nay. 173 

Ber. Nay, by your leave, hold your 
hands; though 1 know his brains are 
forfeit to the next tile that falls. 

1 .Sold. Well, is this captain in the Duke 
of Florence’s camp ? 179 

Par. Upon rny knowledge, he is, and 
lousy. i 
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2 Lord. Nay, look not so upon me; we 
shall hear of your lordship anon. 

1 Sold. What is his reputation with the 
Duke ? iSi 

Par. The Duke knows him for no other 
but a poor officer of mine ; and writ to me 
this other day to turn him out o’ th’ band. 
I think I have his letter in my pocket. 

1 Sold. Marry, we'll search. iS; 

Par. In good sadness, I do not know; 
either it is there or it is upon a file with 
the Duke’s other letters in my tent. 

1 Sold. Here 'tis ; here’s a paper. Shall 

I read it to you ? 191 

Par. I do not know if it be it or no. 

Ber. Our interpreter does it well. 

2 Lord. Excellently. 191 

1 Sold. I Reads] ' Dian, the Count’s a fool, 

and full of gold.’ 

Par. That is not the Duke’s letter, sir ; 
that is an advertisement to a proper maid 
in Florence, one Diana, to take heed of the 
allurement of one Count Kousillon, a 
foolish idle boy, but for all that very 
ruttish. 1 pray you, sir, put it up again. 

1 Sold. Nay, I’li read it first by your 
favour. .01 

Par. My meaning in't, I protest, was very 
honest in the behalf of the maid ; for I 
knew the young Count to be a dangerous 
and lascivious boy, who is a whale to 
virginity, and devours up all the fry it 
finds. 205 

Ber. Damnable both-sides rogue! 

1 Sold. I Reads). 

‘ When he swears oaths, bid him drop gold, 
and take it; 

After he scores, he never pays the score. 
Half won is match well made ; match, and 
well make it; 209 

He ne’er pays after-debts, take it before. 
And say a soldier, Dian, told thee this: 
Men arc to mell with, boys are not to 
kiss ; 

For count of this, the Count’s a fool, I 
know' it, 

Who pays before, but not when he does 
owe it. 214 

Thine, as he vow’d to thee in thine ear, 

Parolles.’ 

Ber. He shall be whipt through the 
army with this rhyme in’s forehead. 

1 Lord. This is your devoted friend, sir, 
the manifold linguist, and the armipotent 
soldier. 

Ber. I could endure anything before but a 
cat, and now he’s a cat to me. 

1 Sold. I perceive, sir, by our General’s 
looks we shall be fain to hang you. .’24 
Par. My life, sir, in any case! Not that I 
am afraid to die, but that, my offences 
being many, I would repent out the 
remainder of nature. Let me live, sir, in 
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a dungeon, i* th* stocks, or anywhere, so I 
may live. 228 

1 Sold, We’ll see what may be done, so 

you confess freely ; therefore, once more to 
this Captain Dumain : you have answer’d 
to his reputation with the Duke, and to hi 
valour ; what is his honesty ? 23 

Par, He w'ill steal, sir, an egg out of a 
cloister; for rapes and ravishments he 
parallels Ncssus. He professes not keeping 
of oaths ; in breaking ’em he is stronger 
than Hercules. He will lie, sir, with such 
volubility that you would think truth were 
a fool. Drunkenness is his best virtue, for 
he will be swine-drunk ; and in his sleep 
he does little harm, save to his bedclothes 
about him ; but they know his conditions 
and lay him in straw. 1 have but little 
more to say, sir, of his honesty. He has 
everything that an honest man should not 
have ; what an honest man should have he 
has nothing. 

2 Lord. 1 begin to love him for this. 

Ber. For this description of thine hon¬ 
esty ? A pox upon him! For me, he’s more 
and more a cat. -V' 

1 Sold. What say you to his expertness 
in war ? 

Par. Faith, sir, has led the drum before 
the English tragedians—to belie him I will 
not—and more of his soldiership I know 
not, except in that country he had the hon¬ 
our to be the officer at a place there called 
Mile-end to instruct for the doubling of 
tiles—1 would do the man what honour 1 
can—but of this 1 am not certain. 

2 Lord, He hath out-villain'd villainy so 

far that the rarity redeems him. 255 

Ber. A pox on him ! he’s a cat still. 

1 Sold. His qualities being at this poor 
price, I need not to ask you if gold will 
corrupt him to revolt. 

Par. Sir, for a cardecuc he will sell the 
fee-simple of his salvation, the inheritance 
of it; and cut th’ entail from all remainders 
and a perpetual succession for it perpetu¬ 
ally. -'.1 

1 Sold. What’s his brother, the other 
Captain Dumain ? 

1 Lord. Why does he ask him of me ? 

1 Sold. What’s he ? 2. .s 

Par. E’en a crow o’ th’ same nest; not 
altogether so great as the first in gov^dness, 
but greater a great deal in evil. He excels 
his brother for a coward ; yet his brother 
is reputed one of the best that is. In a 
retreat he outruns any lackey : marry, in 
coining on be has the cramp. 2;<» 

1 Sold. If your life be saved, will you 
undertake to betray the Florentine ? 

Par. Ay, and the Captain of his Horse, 
Count Kuusillon. 

1 Sold, ril whisper with the General, and 
know his pleasure. 275 


Par. [Aside] I’ll no more drumming. A 
plague of all drums ! Only to seem to 
deserve w'ell, and to beguile the supposition 
of that lascivious young boy the Count, 
have I run into this danger. Yet who 
would have suspected an ambush where 1 
w'as taken ? ..so 

I Sold. There is no remedy, sir, but you 
must die. The General says you that have 
so traitorously discover’d the secrets of 
your army, and made such pestiferous 
reports of men very nobly held, can serve 
tile world for no honest use ; therefore you 
must die. Come, headsman, otT with his 
head. 

Par. O Lord, sir, let me live, or let me 
see my death ! 

1 Sold. That shall you, and take your 
leave of all your friends. [Vnmu^fling him. 
So look about you ; know you any here ? 
Ber. Good morrow\ noble Captain. 20r 

1 Lord. God bless you. Captain Parolles. 

2 Lord. God save you, noble Captain. 

1 Lord. Captain, what greeting will you 
to my Lord La feu ? 1 am for F'rance. 2^)5 

2 Lord. Good Captain, will you give me a 
copy of the sonnet you writ to Diana in 
behalf of the Count Rousillon ? An I were 
not a very cow ard I’d compel it of you; but 
fare you well. | Exeunt Bertram and Lords. 

1 Sold. You are undone, Captain, all but 
your scarf ; that has a knot on’t yet. 301 
Par. Who cannot be crush’d with a plot ? 
1 Sold. If you could find out a country 
where but women were that had received 
so much shame, you might begin an 
impudent nation. Fare ye well, sir ; I am 
for France too; we shall speak of you 
there. [Exit with Soldiers. 

Par. Yet am I thankful. If my heart 
were great, 

’Twould burst at this. Captain I’ll be no 
more; 

But I will eat, and drink, and sleep as soft 
As captain shall. Simply the thing 1 am >,t*» 
Shall make me live. Who knows himself a 
braggart, 

Let him fear this ; for it will come to pass 
That every braggart shall be found an 
ass. 

Rust, sword ; cool, blushes ; and, Parolles, 
live 

Safest in shame. Being fool’d, by fool'ry 
thrive. us 

There’s place and means lV)r every man 
alive. 

ri! after them. [Exit. 

Scene IV. Florence. The Widow's house. 
Enter Helena, Widow, and Diana. 

Hel. That you may w^ell perceive I have 
not wrong'd you. 

One of the greatest in the Christian world 
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Shall be my surety ; fore whose throne *tis 
needful, 

Ere I can perfect mine intents, to kneel. 
Time was I did him a desired office, 5 
Dear almost as his life; which gratitude 
Through flinty Tartar's bosom would peep 
forth, 

And answer ‘ Thanks 1 duly am inform'd 
His Grace is at Marseilles, to which place 
We have convenient convoy. You must 
know 

1 am supposed dead. The army breaking, 
My husband hies him home; where, 
heaven aiding, 

And by the leave of my good lord the King, 
We'll be before our welcome, 

Wid, Gentle madam, 

You never had a servant to whose trust 
Your business was more welcome. 

Hel. Nor you, mistress, 

Evt r a friend whose thoughts more truly 
labour 

To recompense your love. Doubt not but 
heaven 

Hath brought me up to be your daughter's 
dower, 

As it hath fated her to be my motive ^ • 
And helper to a husband. But, O strange 
men! 

That can such sweet use make of what they 
hate, 

When sauev trusting of the cozen’d 
thoughts -’3 

Defiles the pitchy night. So lust doth play 
With what it loathes, for that which is away. 
But more of this hereafter. You, Diana, 
Under my poor instructions yet must suffer 
Something in my behalf. 

Via. Let death and honesty 

Go with your impositions, I am yours 
Upon your will to suffer, 

Hel. Yet, I pray you: 3« 

But with the word the time will bring on 
summer, 

When briers shall have leaves as well as 
thorns 

And be as sweet as sharp. We must away ; 
Our waggon is prepar’d, and time revives us. 
All's Well That Ends Well. Still the fine’s 
the crown. 35 

Whate'er the course, the end is the renown. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene V. Rousillon. The Count's palace. 
Enter Countess, Lafeu, and Clown. 

Laf. No, no, no, your son was misled 
with a snipt-taffeta fellow there, whose 
villainous saffron would have made all the 
unbak’d and doughy youth of a nation in 
his colour. Your daughter-in-law had been 
alive at this hour, and your son here at 
home, more advanc'd by the King than by 
that red^tail'd humble-bee I speak of. 6 
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Count. 1 would 1 had not known him. It 
was the death of the most virtuous pntle- 
woman that ever nature had praise for 
creating. If she had partaken of my flesh, 
and cost me the dearest groans of a mother, 
I could not have owed her a more rooted 
love. n 

Laf. Twas a good lady, 'twas a good 
lady. We may pick a thousand sallets ere 
we light on such another herb. 

Clo. Indeed, sir, she was the sweet- 
marjoram of the sallet, or, rather, the herb 
of grace. 15 

Laf. They are not sallet-herbs, you 
knave ; they are nose-herbs. 

Clo. I am no great Nebuchadnezzar, sir; 
I have not much skill in grass. 19 

Laf. Whether dost thou profess thyself—a 
knave or a fool ? 

Clo. A fool, sir, at a woman’s service, and 
a knave at a man’s. 

Laf. Your distinction ? 

Clo. I would cozen the man of his wife, 
and do his service. 

Laf. So you were a knave at his service, 
indeed. 25 

Clo. And I would give his wife my 

bauble, sir. to do her service. 

Laf. I will subscribe for thee; thou art 
both knave and fool. 

Clo. At your service. 30 

Laf. No, no, no. 

Clo. Why, sir, if I cannot serve you, I can 
serve as great a prince as you are. 

Laf. Who’s that ? A Frenchman ? 34 

Clo. Faith, sir, 'a has an English name; 
but his fisnomy is more hotter in France 
than there. 

Laf. What prince is that ? 

Clo. The Black Prince, sir; alias, the 
Prince of Darkness ; alias, the devil. 39 

Laf. Hold thee, there's my purse. I give 
thee not this to suggest thee from thy 
master thou talk’st of; serve him still. 

Clo. 1 am a woodland fellow, sir, that 
always loved a great fire ; and the master 
1 speak of ever keeps a good fire. But, sure, 
he is the prince of the world ; let his 
nobility remain in’s court. I am for the 
house with the narrow gate, which I take 
to be too little for pomp to enter. Some 
that humble themselves may; but the 
many will be too chill and tender; and 
they'll be for the flow'ry way that leads 
to the broad gate and the great fire. 49 
Laf. Go thy ways, I begin to be aweary 
of thee ; and I tell thee so before, because 
I would not fall out with thee. Go thy 
ways; let my horses be well look'd to, 
without any tricks. 53 

Clo. If I put any tricks upon 'em, sir, 
they shall be jades' tricks, which are their 
own right by the law of nature. [Exit. 
Laf. A shrewd knave, and an unhappy. 
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Counts So 'a is. My lord that's gone made 
himself much sport out of him. By his 
authority he remains here, which he thinks 
is a patent for his sauciness ; and indeed he 
has no pace, but runs where he will. u. 

Laf, I like him well; 'tis not amiss. And 
I was about to tell you, since 1 heard of the 
good lady's death, and that my lord your 
son was upon his return home, I moved the 
King my master to speak in the behalf of 
my daughter ; which, in the minority of 
them both, his Majesty out of a self- 
gracious remembrance did first propose. 
His Highness hath promis’d me to do it; 
and, to stop up the displeasure he hath 
conceived against your son, there is no 
fitter matter, llow does your ladyship 
like it ? 

Couni. With very much content, my lord; 
and 1 wish it happily effected. 

Laf. His Highness comes post from 
Marseilles, of as able body as when he 
number’d thirty ; 'a will be here to-morrow, 
or I am deceiv'd by him that in such 
intelligence hath seldom fail'd. 

Count. It rejoices me that 1 hope 1 shall 
see him ere 1 die. I have letters that my 
son will be here to-night. 1 shall beseech 
your lordship to remain with me till they 
meet together. 

Laf. Madam, 1 was thinking with what 
manners I might safely be admitted. ki 

Count. You need but plead your honour¬ 
able privilege. 

Laf. Lady, of that I have made a bold 
charter ; but, 1 thank my God, it holds yet. 

Re-enter Clown. 

Clo. O madam, yonder's my lord your 
son with a patch of velvet on's face; 
whether there be a scar under 't or no, the 
velvet knows ; but 'tis a goodly patch of 
velvet. His left cheek is a cheek of two 
pile and a half, but his right cheek is worn 
bare. 

Laf. A scar nobly got, or a noble scar, is 
a good liv'ry of honour ; so belike is that. 

Clo. But it is your carbonado'd face, 

Laf. Let us go see your son, 1 pray you ; 
I long to talk with the young noble soldier. 

Clo. Faith, there's a dozen of 'em, with 
delicate line hats, and most courteous 
feathers, which bow the head and nod at 
every man. lExeunf. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene L Marseilles. A street. 

Enter Helena, Widow, and Diana, with 
two Attendants. 

Hel. But this exceeding posting day and 
night 

Must wear your spirits low; we cannot 
help it. 
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But since you have made the days and 
nights as one, 

To wear your gentle limbs in my affairs. 

Be bold you do so grow in my requital 5 
As no tiling can unroot you. 

Enter a Gentleman. 

In happy time I 
This man may help me to his Majesty’s ear. 
If he would spend his power. God save you, 
sir. 

Gent. And you. 

flel. Sir, I have seen you in the court of 
France. 10 

Gent. I have been sometimes there. 

Hel. I do presume, sir, that you are not 
fall'll 

From the report that goes upon your 
goodness ; 

And therefore, goaded with most sharp 
occasions. 

Which lay nice manners by, I put you to 15 
The use of your own virtues, for the which 
I shall continue thankful. 

Gent. What's your will ? 

Hel. That it will please you 
To give this poor petition to the King; 
And aid me with that store of power you 
have so 

To come into his presence. 

Gent. The King's not here. 

Hel. Not here, sir ? 

Gent. Not indeed. 

He hence remov'd last night, and with 
more haste 
Than is his use. 

Wid. Lord, how we lose our pains ! 
Hel. All’s Well That Ends Well yet, 
Though time seem so adverse and means 
unfit. 

I do beseech you, whither is he gone ? 

Gent. Marry, as I take it, to Uousillon ; 
Whither I am going. 

Hel. I do beseech you, sir. 

Since you are like to see the King before me, 
Commend the paper to his gracious hand ; 
Which I presume shall render you no 

blame, 32 

But rather make you thank your pains 
for it. 

I will come after you with what good speed 
Our means will naakc us means. 

Gent. This I’ll do for you. 35 

Hel. And you shall find yourself to be 
well thank'd, 

Whate'er falls more. We must to horse 
again ; 

Go, go, provide. [ExeunU 

Scene IL Rousillon. The inner court of 

the Count*s palace. 

Enter Clown and Parolles. 

Par. Good Monsieur Lavache, give my 
Lord Lafeu this letter. I have ere now, sir^ 
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been better known to you, when I have 
held familiarity with fresher clothes ; but 
1 am now, sir, muddied in Fortune's mood, 
and smell somewhat strong of her strong 
displeasure. 

Cio. Truly, Fortune’s displeasure is but 
sluttish, if it smell so strongly as thou 
spcak'st of. 1 will henceforth eat no fish 
of Fortune’s butt'ring. Prithee, allow the 
wind. 

Par. Nay, you need not to stop your nose, 
sir ; I spake hut by a metaphor. 

Clo. Indeed, sir, if your metaphor stink, 
I will stop ray nose ; or against any man’s 
metaphor. Prithee, get thee further. 

Par. Pray you, sir, deliver me this paper. 

Clo. Foh ! prithee stand away. A paper 
from Fortune's close-stool to give to a 
nobleman ! Look here he comes himself. 

Enter Lafeu. 

Here is a pur of Fortune’s, sir, or of 
Fortune’s cat, but not a musk-cat, that has 
fall’n into the unclean fishpond of her 
displeasure, and, as he says, is muddied 
withal. Pray you, sir, use the carp as you 
may ; for he looks like a poor, decayed, 
ingenious, foolish, rascally knave. 1 do 
pity his distress in my similes of comfort, 
and leave him to your lordship. (L.xrt. 

Par. My lord, 1 am a man whom Fortune 
hath cruelly scratch’d, < 

Laf. And what would you have me to do ? 
’Tis too late to pare her nails now-. Wherein 
have you played the knave with Fortune, 
that she should scratch you, who of herself 
is a good lady and would not have knaves 
thrive long under her ? There’s a cardecue 
for you. Let the justices make you and 
Fortune friends ; I am for other business. 

Par. I beseech your honour to hear me 
one single word. :i5 

Laf. You beg a single penny more ; 
come, you shall ha’t; save your word. 

Par. My name, my good lord, is Parollcs. 

Laf. You beg more than word then. Cox 
my passion ! give me your hand. How does 
your drum ? .i<> 

Par. O my good lord, you were the first 
that found me. 

1 m f. Was I, in sooth ? And I was the 
first that lost thee. 

Par. It lies in you, my lord, to bring me 
in some grace, for you did bring me out. i 

Laf. Out upon thee, knave! Dost thou 
mit upon me at once both the office of God 
and the devil ? One brings thee in grace, 
and the other brings thee out. [Trumpets 
sound] The King's coming ; I know by his 
trumpets. Sirrah, inquire further after me ; 
I had talk of you last night. Though you 
arc a fool and a knave, you shall eat. Go 
to; follow. 51 

Par. I praise God for you. lE.xeunf. 
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Scene III, Rousillon. The Counts palace. 

Flourish. Enter King, Countess, Lafeu, 
the two French Lords, with Attendants. 

King. We lost a jewel of her, and our 
esteem 

Was made much poorer by it; but your 
son. 

As mad in folly, lack’d the sense to know 
Her estimation home. 

Count. ’Tis past, my liege ; 

And I beseech your Majesty to make it s 
Natural rebellion, done i’ th’ blaze of youth, 
When oil and fire, too strong for reason’s 
force, 

O'erbears it and burns on. 

King. My honour’d lady, 

I have forgiven and forgotten all; 

Though my revenges were high bent upon 
him u) 

And watch’d the time to shoot. 

Laf. This I must say— 

But first, I l>eg my pardon: the young lord 
Did to his Majesty, his mother, and his 
lady, 

Offence of mighty note ; but to himself 
The greatest w rong of all. He lost a wife vs 
Whose beauty did astonish the survey 
Of richest eyes ; whose words all ears took 
captive; 

W^hose dear perfection hearts that scorn'd 
to serve 

Humbly call’d mistress. 

King. Praising what is lost 

Makes the remembrance dear. Well, call 
him hither; 

We are reconcil’d, and the first view shall 
kill 

All repetition. Let him not ask our pardon ; 
The nature of his great offence is dead, 
And deeper than oblivion do we bury :?4 
Th’ incensing relics of it; let him approach, 
A stranger, no offender; and inform him 
So ’tis our will he should. 

Gent. I shall, my liege. 

[Exit Gentleman. 
King. What says he to your daughter ? 
Have you spoke ? 

Laf. All that he is hath reference to your 
Highness. 

King. Then shall we have a match. I 
have letters sent me 30 

That sets him high in fame. 

Enter Bertram. 

Laf. He looks well on’t. 

King. I am not a day of season. 

For thou mayst sec a sunsliine and a hail 
In me at once. But to the brightest beams 
Distracted clouds give way ; so stand thou 
forth; 35 

The time is fair again. 

Ber. My high-repented blames, 

Dear sovereign, pardon to me. 
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Scene 3] 

King, All is whole; 

Not one word more of the consumed time. 
Let’s take the instant by the forward top ; 
For we are old, and on our quick’st decrees 
Th’ inaudible and noiseless foot of lime n 
Steals ere we can effect them. You re¬ 
member 

The daughter of this lord ? 

Bcr. Admiringly, my liege. At first 
I stuck my choice upon her, ere my Iieart 
Durst make too bold a herald of my 
tongue; i'- 

Where the impression of mine eye infixing, 
Contempt his scornful perspective did lend 
me, 

Which warp’d the line of every other 
favour, -I.) 

Scorn’d a fair colour or express’d it stol’n. 
Extended or contracted all proportions 
To a most hideous object. Thence it came 
That she whom all men prais’d, and whom 
myself, 

Since I have lost, have lov’d, was in mine 
eye 

The dust that did offend it. 

King, Well excus’d, vs 

That thou didst lo\'c her, strikes some 
scores away 

From the great corapt; but love that comes 
too late, 

Like a remorseful pardon slowly carried. 

To the great sender turns a sour offence. 
Crying ‘ That’s good that’s gone Our 
rash faults oo 

Make trivial price of serious things we have, 
Not knowing them until w'e know their 
grave. 

Oft our displeasures, to ourselves unjust, 
Destroy our friends, and after weep their 
dust; 

Our own love waking cries to sec what’s 
done, (>5 

While shameful hate sleeps out the after¬ 
noon. 

Be thi,s sweet Helen's knell. And now for¬ 
get her. 

Send forth your amorous token for fair 
Maudlin. 

The main consents are had ; and here we’ll 
stay 

To sec our widower's second marriage-day. 

Count, Which better than the first, O dear 
heaven, bless ! 

Or, ere they meet, in me, O nature, cesse! 

Laf, Come on, my son, in whom my 
house’s name 

Must be digested; give a favour from you, 
To sparkle in the spirits of my daughter, : 5 
That she may quickly come. 

[Bertram gives a ring. 
By my old beard, 
And ev’ry hair that’s on’t, Helen, that’s 
dead, 

Was a sweet creature ; such a ring as this, 


The last that e'er 1 took her leave at court, 
I saw upon her finger. 

Ber, Hers it was not. so 

King, Now, pray you, let me see it; for 
mine eye. 

While I was speaking, oft was fasten’d to’t. 
This ring was mine; and when 1 gave it 
Helen 

I bade her, if her fortunes ever stood 
Necessitied to help, that by this token ks 
1 would relieve her. Had you that craft to 
reave her 

Of what should stead her most ? 

Ber, My gracious sovereign, 

Howe’er it pleases you to take it so, 

The ring was never hers. 

Count, Son, on my life, 

1 have seen her wear it; and she reckon'd it 
At her life’s rate. 

Laf. 1 am sure 1 saw her wear it. 

Ber. You are deceiv’d, my lord ; she 
never saw it. 

In Florence was it from a casement thrown 
me, 

Wrapp’d in a paper, which contain’d the 
name 

Of her that threw it. Noble she was, and 
thought '>.s 

I stood engag’d ; but when I had subscrib’d 
To mine own fortune, and inform’d her 
fully 

1 could not answer in that course of honour 
As she had made the overture, she ceas'd. 
In heavy satisfaction, and would never iw 
Receive the ring again. 

King, Pint us himself, 

That knows the tinct and multiplymg 
med’eine, 

Hath not in nature’s mystery more science 
Than I have in this ring. 'Twas mine, ’twas 
Helen’s, I'l 

Whoever gave it you. Then, if you know 
That you are well acquainted with yourself. 
Confess ’twas hers, and by what rough 
enforcement 

You got it from her. She call’d the saints 
to surety 

That she would never put it from her finger 
Unless she gave it to yourself in bed— i .10 
Where you have never come—or sent it us 
Upon her great disaster. 

Ber. She never saw it. 

King. Thou speak'st it falsely, as I love 
mine honour; 

And mak'st conjectural fears to come into 
me 

Which 1 would fain shut out. If it should 
prove 11 ^ 

That thou art so inhuman—'twill not 
prove so. 

And yet I know not—thou didst hate her 
deadly, 

And she is dead; which nothing, but to 
close 
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Her eyes myself, could win me to believe 
More than to see this ring. Take him away. 

[Guards seize Bertram, 
My fore-past proofs, howe'er the matter 
fall. 

Shall tax my fears of little vanity, 

Having vainly fear’d too little. Away with 
him. 1-3 

We’ll sift this matter further. 

Ber. If you shall prove 

This ring was ever hers, you shall as easy 
Prove that I husbanded her bed in Flor¬ 
ence, 

Where she yet never was. [Exif, guarded. 
King, I am wrapp’d in dismal thinkings. 

Enter a Gentleman. 

Gent. Gracious sovereign. 

Whether I have been to blame or no, I 
know not: 

Here’s a petition from a Florentine, 13'’ 
Who hath, for four or five removes, come 
short 

To tender it herself. 1 undertook it. 
Vanquish’d thereto by the fair grace and 
speech 

Of the poor suppliant, who by this, I know. 
Is here attending ; her business looks in her 
With an importing visage ; and she told me 
In a sweet verbal brief it did concern 
Your Highness with herself. 13^ 

King. I Reads the letter] ‘ Upon his many 
protestations to marry me when his wife 
was dead, I blush to say it, he won me. 
Now is the Count Rousillon a widower; 
his vows are forfeited to me, and my 
honour’s paid to him. He stole from 
Florence, taking no leave, and I follow him 
to his country for justice. Grant it me, O 
King ! in you it best lies ; otherwise a 
seducer flourishes, and a poor maid is 
undone. 144 

Diana Capilet.’ 

Laf. I will buy me a son-in-law in a fair, 
and toll for this. I'll none of him. 

King, The heavens have thought well on 
thee, Lafeu, 

To bring forth this discov’ry. Seek these 
suitors. 

Go speedily, and bring again the Count. i?o 
{Exeunt Attendants, 
I am afeard the life of Helen, lady. 

Was foully snatch’d. 

Count. Now, justice on the doers ! 

Enter Bertram, guarded. 

King. I wonder, sir, sith wives are 
monsters to you. 

And that you fly them as you swear them 
lordship, 154 

Yet you desire to marry. 

Enter Widow and Diana. 

What woman’s that ? 


Dia, I am, my lord, a wretched Floren¬ 
tine, 

Derived from the ancient Capilet. 

My suit, as I do understand, you know. 
And therefore know how far I may be 
pitied. 

Wid. I am her mother, sir, whose age and 
honour 160 

Both suffer under this complaint we bring. 
And both shall cease, without your remedy. 

King. Come hither. Count; do you know 
these women ? 

Ber. My lord, I neither can nor will deny 
But that 1 know them. Do they charge me 
further ? 165 

Dia. Why do you look so strange upon 
your wife. 

Ber. She's none of mine, my lord. 

Dia. If you shall marry. 

You give away this hand, and that is mine ; 
You give away heaven’s vows, and those 
are mine; 

You give away myself, which is known 
mine; 170 

For I by vow am so embodied yours 
That she which marries you must marry me, 
Either both or none. 

Laf. [To Bertram] Your reputation comes 
too short for my daughter; you are no 
husband for her. 175 

Ber. My lord, this is a fond and desp’rate 
creature 

Whom sometime I have laugh’d with. Let 
your Highness 

Lay a more noble thought upon mine 
honour 

Than for to think that 1 would sink it here. 

King. Sir, for my thoughts, you have 
them ill to friend 

Till your deeds gain them. Fairer prove 
your honour 181 

Than in my thought it lies ! 

Dia. Good my lord, 

Ask him upon his oath if he does think 
He had not my virginity. 184 

King. What say’st thou to her ? 

Ber. She’s impudent, my lord. 

And was a common gamester to the camp. 

Dia. He does me wrong, my lord ; if I 
were so 

He might have bought me at a common 
price. 

Do not believe him. O, behold this ring. 
Whose high respect and rich validity tgo 
Did lack a parallel; yet, for all that, 

He gave it to a commoner 0’ th* camp. 

If I be one. 

Count. He blushes, and ’tis it. 

Of six preceding ancestors, that gem 194 
Conferr’d by testament to th’ sequent issue, 
Hath it been ow’d and worn. This is his 
wife: 

That ring’s a thousand proofs. 

King. Methought you said 
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Scene 3] 

You saw one here in court could witness it« 
Dia. i did, my lord, but loath am to 
produce 

So bad an instrument; his name’s Parolles. 
haf, 1 saw the man to-day, if man he be. 
King. Find him, and bring him hither. 

[Exit an Attendant 
Ber. What of him ? 

He’s quoted for a most perfidious slave. 
With all the spots o’ th’ world tax’d and 
debauch’d, 

Whose nature sickens but to speak a truth. 
Am I or that or this for what he’ll utter 
That will speak anything ? 

King. She hath that ring of yours. 
Ber. I think she has. Certain it is I lik’d 
her, 

And boarded her i* th’ wanton way of 
youth. 

She knew her distance, and did angle for 
me. 

Madding my eagerness with her restraint. 
As all impediments in fancy’s course 
Are motives of more fancy ; and, in fine, 
Her infinite cunning with her modern grace 
Subdu’d me to her rate. She got the ring ; 
And I had that which any inferior might .. 
At market-price have bought. 

Dia. I must be patient. 

You that have turn'd oil a first so noble 
wife 

May justly diet me. I pray you yet— 
Since you lack virtue, I will lose a hus¬ 
band— 

Send for your ring, I will return it home 
And give me mine again. 

Ber. I have it not. 

King. What ring was yours, 1 pray you ? 
Dia. Sir, much like 

The same upon your finger. 

King. Know you this ring ? This ring 
was his of late. 

Dia. And this was it 1 gave him, being 
abed. 

King. I’he story, then, goes false you 
threw it him 
Out of a casement. 

Dia. 1 have spoke the truth. 

Enter Parolles. 

Ber. My lord, 1 do confess the ring was 
hers. 

King. You boggle shrewdly; every 
feather starts you. 

Is this the man you speak of ? 

Dia. Ay, my lord. 

King. Tell me, sirrah—but tell me true I 
charge you. 

Not fearing the displeasure of your master, 
Which, on your just proceeding. I’ll keep 

oS— 

By him and by this woman here what know 
you ? i3:> 

Par. So please your Majesty, my master 
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hath been an honourable gentleman ; tricks 
he hath had in him, which gentlemen have. 

King. Come, come, to th’ purpose. Did 
he love this woman ? 240 

Par. Faith, sir, he did love her; but 
how ? 

King. How, I pray you ? 

Par. He did love her, sir, as a gentleman 
loves a woman. 

King. How is that ? 

Par. He lov’d her, sir, and lov’d her 
not. 245 

King. As thou art a knave and no knave. 
What an equivocal companion is this ! 

Par. I am a poor man, and at your 
Majesty’s command. 

Laf. He’s a good drum, my lord, but a 
naughty orator. 

Dia. Do you know he promis’d me 
marriage ? 250 

Par. Faith, I know more than I’ll speak. 
King. But wilt thou not speak all thou 
know’st ? 

Par. Yes, so please your Majesty. I did 
go between them, as 1 said; but more 
than that, he loved her—for indeed he was 
mad for her, and talk’d of Satan, and of 
Limbo, and of Furies, and I know not 
what. Yet I was in that credit with them 
at that time that I knew of their going to 
bed ; and of other motions, as promising 
her marriqge, and things which would 
derive me ill will to speak of; therefore 
I will not speak what I know. 200 

King. Thou hast spoken all already, 
unless thou canst say they are married; 
but thou art too fine in thy evidence; 
therefore stand aside. 

This ring, you say, was yours ? 

Dia. Ay, my good lord. 

King. Where did you buy it ? Or who 
gave it you ? 

Dia. It was not given me, nor I did not 
buy it. 266 

King. Who lent it you ? 

Dia. It was not lent me neither. 

King. Where did you find it then ? 

Dia. 1 found it not. 

King. If it were yours by none of all 
these ways, 

How could you give it him ? 

Dia. I never gave it him. 

Laf. This woman’s an easy glove, my 
lord ; she goes off and on at pleasure. 272 
King. This ring was mine, 1 gave it his 
first wife. 

Dia. It might be yours or hers, for aught 
I know. 

King. Take her away, I do not like her 
now; 275 

To prison with her. And away with him. 
Unless thou tell’st me where thou hadst 
this ring. 

Thou diest within this hour* 
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Dia. I'll never tell you. 

King. Take her away. 

Dia. ril put in bail, my liege. 

King. I think thee now some common 
customer. sSo 

Dia. By Jove, if ever I knew man, 'twas 
you. 

King. Wherefore hast thou accus’d him 
all this while ? 

Dia. Because he’s guilty, and he is not 
guilty. 

He knows 1 am no maid, and he’ll swear 
to’t : ; vj 

ITs swear 1 am a maid, and he knows not. 
Great King, I am no strumpet, by my 
life ; 

1 am either maid, or else this old man’s 
wife. [Pointing to Lafeu. 

King. She does abuse our ears ; to prison 
with her. 

Dia, Good mother, fetch my bail. Stay, 
royal sir ; [Exit Widow. 

The jeweller that owes the ring is sent 
for, 

And he shall surety me. But for this lord 
Who hath abus’d me as he know's himself, 
Though yet he never harm’d me, here I 
quit him. * y , 

He knows himself my bed he hath defil’d ; 
And at that time he got his wife with child. 
Dead though she be, she feels her young one 
kick ; 

So there's my riddle: one that's dead is 
quick— 

And now behold the meaning. 

Ee-enter Widow with Helena. 

King. Is there no exorcist 

Beguiles the truer office of mine eyes ? 

Is’t real that I sec ? 

Hei. No, my good lord ; 3 w 

'Tis but the shadow of a w'ife you see. 

The name and not the thing. 

her. Both, both ; O, pardon ! 

Hd . O, my good lord, when 1 was like 
this maid« 


I found you wondrous kind. There is your 
ring. 

And, look you, here’s your letter. This it 
says: 

* W^hen from my finger you can get this ring, 
And are by me with child.’ &c. This is done. 
Will you be mine now you are doubly won ? 
Ber. If she, my liege, can make me know 
this clearly, 

ril love her dearly, ever, ever dearly. 3 i'> 
Hel. If it appear not plain, and prove 
untrue, 

Deadly divorce step between me and you! 
O my dear mother, do I see you living ? 

Laf. Mine eyes smell onions; I shall weep 
anon. [To Parolles] Good Tom Drum, lend 
me a handkercher. So, I thank thee. W^ait 
on me home, I'll make .sport with thee; 
[et thy curtsies alone, they are scurvy ones. 
King. Let us from point to point this 
story knows 

To make the even truth in pleasure flow. 
[To Diaiial If thou beest yet a fresh iin- 
cropped flower, 3 -'’ 

Choose tliv>u thy husband, and I'll pay thy 
dower ; 

For I can guess that by thy honest aid 
Thou kept'st a wife herself, thyself a 
maid.— 

Of that and all the progress, more and less, 
Resolvedly more leisure shall express. 

All yet seems well ; and if it end so meet, 
The bitter past, more welcome is the sweet. 

[ Flourish. 

EPILOGUE 

The King’s a beggar, now the play is done. 
All is well ended if this suit be won, 

That you express content; which we will 
pay 

With strife to please you, day exceeding 
day. 

Ours be your patience then, and yours our 
parts; .s 

Your gciuie hands lend us, and take our 
hearts. [Exeuwl omnes* 
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TWELFTH NIGHT 

DRAMATIS PERSONj^i 


Fabian, 

Festi:, a clown, 


.} 


servants to Olivia, 


Oksino, Duke of Illyria. 

Sebastian, brother of Viola, 

Antonio, a sea captain, friend of Sebastian, 
A Sea Captain, friend of Viola. 

VALKr< iiNii, \ f^entlemen attending on the 
Curio, J Duke. 

Sir Tody Belch, unde of Olivia. 

Sir Andrew A<;ue:cheek. 

Malvolio, steward to Olivia. 


Olivia, a rich countess. 

Viola, sister of Sebastian. 

Maria, Olivia's waiting woman. 

Lords, Priest, Sailors, Officers, Musicians, 
and Attendants. 


Thl: Scene: A city in Illyria; and the sea-coast near it. 


ACT Ox\E 

Scene I. The Duke's palace. 

Enter Oksino, Duke of Illyria, Curio, and 
oihc} Lv^rds ; Musicians attending. 

Duke If mu ic be the food of love, play 
on, 

Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting, 

The appetite may sicken and so die. 

That strain again ! It had a dying fa‘1; 

O, it came o’er my car like the sweet sound 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
Stealing and giving odour! Enough, no 
more; 

’Tis not so sweet now as it was before. 

O spirit of love, bow quick and fresh art 
thou I 

That, notwithstanding thy capacity lo 
Recciveth as the sea, nought enters there, 
Of what validity and pitch soe’er, 

But falls into abatement and low price 
Even in a minu'.c. So full of shapes is fancy. 
That it alone is high fantastical. us 

Cur. Will you go hunt, my lord ? 

Duke. What, Curio ? 

Cur. The hart. 

Duke. Why so I do, the noblest that 
I have. 

O, when mine eyes did see Olivia first, i» 
Metliought she purg'd the air of pestilence ! 
That instant was I turn’d into a hart, 

And my desires, like fell and cruel hounds, 
E’er since pursue me. 

Enter Valent.ne. 

How now ! what news from her ? 
Val. So please my lord, I might not be 
admitted, 

But from Ler handmaid do reliirn this 
answer 

The element itself, till seven years' heat, 
Shall not behold her face at ample view’; 
But like a cloistress she will veiled walk, 
And water once a day her chamber round 


With eve-offending brine; all this to 
season 

A brother’s dead love, w'hich she wou d 
keep fresh 

And lasting in her sad remembrance. 

Duke. O, she .hat hath a heart of that 
fine frame 

To pay this debt of love but to a brother, 
How will she love when the rich golden 
shaft 35 

Hath kill’d the flock of all affections else 
That live in her; when liver, brain, and 
heart, 

These sovereign thrones, are all supplied 
and fill'd, 38 

Her sweet perfections, with one self king ! 
Away before me to sweet beds of flow'rs: 
Love-thoughts lie rich when canopied with 
bow'rs. [Exciinf. 

Scene II. The sea-coast. 

Enter Viola, a Captain, and Sailors. 

Via. What country, friends, is this ? 

Cop. This is Illyria, lady. 

Vio. And what should I do in Illyria? 
My brother he is in EJysium. 

Perchance he is not drown'd—what think 
you, sailors ? 5 

Cap. It is perchance that you yourself 

were saved. 

Vio. O my poor brotlicr! and so per¬ 
chance may he be. 

Cap. True, madam, and, to comfort you 
with chance, 

Assure yourself, after our ship did split. 
When you, and those poor number saved 
with you, 10 

Hung on our driving boat, I saw your 

brother, 

Most provident in peril, bind himself— 
Courage and hope both teaching him the 
practice— 

To a strong mast that liv’d upon the sea ; 
Where, like Arion on the dolphin’s back, 15 

349 





TWELFTH NIGHT 


[Act 1 


I saw him hold acquaintance with the 
waves 

So long as 1 could see. 

Vio. For saying so, there's gold. 

Mine own escape unfoldcth to my hope, 
Whereto thy speech serves for authority, 
The like of him. Know'st thou this 
country ? 

Cap. Ay, madam, well; for I was bred 
and born 

Not three hours’ travel from this very 
place. 

V to. Who governs here ? 24 

Cap. A noble duke, in nature as in name. 
Vio. What is his name ? 

Cap. Orsino. 

Vio. Orsino ! I have heard my father 
name him. 

He was a bachelor then. 29 

Cap. And so is novv, or was so very late ; 
For but a month ago I went from hence. 
And then 'twas fresh in murmur—as, you 
know. 

What great ones do the less will prattle of— 
That he did seek the love of fair Olivia. 
Vio. What’s she? 33 

Cap. A virtuous maid, the daughter of a 
count 

That died some twelvemonth since, then 
leaving her 

In the protection of his son, her brother, 
Who shortly also died ; f^or whose dear 
love, 

They say, she hath abjur’d the company 40 
And sight of men. 

Vio. O that I serv’d that lady, 

And might not be delivered to the world. 
Till I had made mine own occasion mellow. 
What my estate is 1 

Cap. That were hard to compass. 

Because she will admit no kind of suit— 45 
No, not the Duke’s. 

Vio. There is a fair behaviour in thee, 
Cdptiin; 

And though that nature with a beauteous 
wall 

Doth oft close in pollution, yet of thee 
I will believe thou hast a mind that suits 50 
With this thy fair and outward character. 
I prithee, and I’ll pay thee bounteously, 
Conceal me what I am, and be my aid 53 
For such disguise as haply shall become 
The form of my intent. I’ll serve this duke: 
Thou Shalt present me as an eunuch to him; 
It may be worth thy pains, for I can sing 
And speak to him in many sorts of music, 
That will allow me very worth his service. 
What else may hap to time I will commit; 
Only shape thou thy silence to my wit. 61 
Cap. Be you his eunuch and your mute 
I’ll be; 

When my tongue blabs, then let mine eyes 
not see. 

Vio. I thank thee. Lead me on. [Exeunt. 
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Scene III. Olivia*s house. 

Enter Sir Toby Belch and Maria. 

Sir To. What a plague means my niece 
to take the death of her brother thus ? I 
am sure care’s an enemy to life. 

Mar. By my troth. Sir Toby, you must 
come in earlier o’ nights ; your cousin, my 
lady, takes great exceptions to your ill 
hours. 5 

Sir To. Why, let her except before 

excepted. 

Mar. Ay, but you must confine yourself 
within the modest limits of order. 8 

Sir To. Confine! I’ll confine myself no 
finer than I am. These clothes are good 
enough to drink in, and so be these boots 
too ; an they be not, let them hang them¬ 
selves in their owm straps. 12 

Mar. That quaffing and drinking will 
undo you ; I heard my lady talk of it 
yesterday, and of a foolish knight that you 
brought in one night here to be her wooer. 
Sir To. Who ? Sir Andrew Aguecheek ? 
Mar. Ay, he. 37 

Sir To. He's as tall a man as any’s in 
Illyria. 

Mar. What's that to th’ purpose ? 

Sir To. Why, he has three thousand 
ducats a year. 20 

Mar. Ay, but he’ll have but a year in all 
these ducats; he’s a very fool and a 
prodigal. 2^ 

Sir To. Fie that you’ll say so ! He plays 
o’ th’ viol-de-gamboys, and speaks three or 
four languages word for word without 
book, and hath all the good gifts of nature. 

Mar. He hath indeed, almost natural ; 
for, besides that he’s a fool, he’s a great 
quarreller; and but that he hath the gift 
of a coward to allay the gust he hath in 
quarrelling, 'tis thought among the prudent 
he would quickly have the gift of a 
grave. 

Sir To. By this hand, they are scoundrels 
and sutstractors that say so of him. Who 
are they ? 32 

Mar. They that add, moreover, he’s 
drunk nightly in your company. 34 

Sir To. With drinking healths to my 
niece; I’ll drink to her as long as there 
is a passage in my throat and drink in 
Illyria. He’s a coward and a coystrill that 
will not drink to my niece till his brains 
turn o’ th’ toe like a parish-top. What, 
wench! Castiliano vulgo ! for here comes 
Sir Andrew Agucface. 40 

Enter Sir Andrew Aguecheek. 

Sir And. Sir Toby Belch! How now, 
Sir Toby Belch! 

Sir To. Sweet Sir Andrew ! 

Sir And. Bless you, fair shrew. 
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Scene 3] 


Mar. And you too, sir. 

Sir To, Accost, Sir Andrew, accost. 45 
Sir And. What*s that ? 

Sir To. My niece’s chambermaid. 

Sir And. Good Mistress Accost, I desire 
better acquaintance. 

Mar. My name is Mary, sir. 5^^ 

Sir And. Good Mistress Mary Accost— 
Sir To. You mistake, knight. ‘ Accost ’ 
is front her, board her, woo her, assail 
her. 

Sir And. By my troth, 1 would not 
undertake her in this company. Is that the 
meaning of ‘ accost ’ ? 55 

Mar. Fare you well, gentlemen. 

Sir To. An thou let part so, Sir Andrew, 
would thou mightst never draw sword 
again! 

Sir And. An you part so, mistress, I 
would 1 might never draw sword again. 
Fair lady, do you think you have fools in 
hand ? oj 

Mar. Sir, I have not you by th’ hand. 
Sir And. Marry, but you shall have ; and 
here’s my hand. 

Mar. Now, sir, thought is free. 1 pray 
you, bring your hand to th’ butt’ry-bar and 
let it drink. 06 

Sir And. W'herefore, sweetheart ? What’s 
your metaphor ? 

Mar. It’s dry, sir. 

Sir And. Why, I think so; I am not 
such an ass but I can keep my hand dry. 
But what’s your jest ? 71 

Mar. A dry jest, sir. 

Sir And. Are you full of them ? 

Mar. Ay, sir, I have them at my fingers’ 
ends; marry, now 1 let go your hand, I am 
barren. [Exit Maria. 

Sir To. O knight, thou lack's! a cup of 
canary ! When did I see thee so put down ? 

Sir And. Never in your life, 1 think ; 
unless you see canary put me down. Me- 
thinks sometimes 1 have no more wit than 
a (hristian or an ordinary man has ; but I 
am a great eater of beef, and I believe that 
does harm to my wit. s 

Sir To. No question. 

Sir And. An I thought that, I’d forswear 
it. I’ll ride home to-morrow. Sir Toby. 

Sir To. Pourquoi, my dear knight ? 85 

Sir AKd. What is ’ pourquoi ’—do or 
not do ? I would I had bestowed that time 
in the tongues that I have in fencing, danc¬ 
ing, and bear-baiting. O, had 1 but 
followed the arts 1 

Sir To. Then hadst thou had an excellent 
head of hair. 91 

Sir And. Why, would that have mended 
my hair ? 

Sir To. Past question ; for thou seest It 
will not curl by nature. 

Sir And, But it becomes me well enough, 
doci’t not ? 95 


Sir To. Excellent; it hangs like flax on 
a distaff, and I hope to see a huswife take 
thee between her legs and spin it off. 98 
Sir And. Faith, I'll home to-morrow, Sir 
Toby. Your niece will not be seen, or if 
she be, it's four to one she'll none of me; 
the Count himself here hard by woos her. 

Sir To. She'll none 0’ th' Count; she'll 
not match above her degree, neither in 
estate, years, nor wit; 1 have heard her 
swear't. Tut, there’s life in’t, man. 104 
Sir And. I'll stay a month longer. I am 
a fellow o' th’ strangest mind i’ th' world; 
I delight in masques and revels sometimes 
altogether. 

Sir To. Art thou good at these kick- 
shawses, knight ? uS 

Sir And. As any man in Illyria, whatso¬ 
ever he be, under the degree of my betters ; 
and yet I will not compare with an old 
man. m 

Sir To. What is thy excellence in a 
galliard, knight ? 

Sir And. h'aith, I can cut a caper. 

Sir To. And I can cut the mutton to’t. 
Sir And. And 1 think I have the back- 
trick simply as strong as any man in 
Illyria. 116 

Sir To. Wherefore are these things hid ? 
Wherefore have these gifts a cuitaln before 
'cm ? Are they like to take dUvSt, like 
Mistress Mali’s picture ? Why dost thou 
not go to church in a galliard and come 
home in a coranto ? My very walk should 
be a jig; I would not so much as make 
water but in a sink-a-pace. What dost 
thou mean ? Is it a world to hide virtues 
in ? I did think, by the excellent con¬ 
stitution of thy leg, it was form’d under 
the star of a galliard. 125 

Sir And. Ay, ’tis strong, and it does 
indifferent well in a flame-colour'd stock. 
Shall we set about some revels ? 

Sir To. What shall we do else ? Were we 
not born under Taurus ? 

Sir And. Taurus ? That’s sides and 
heart. 130 

Sir To. No, sir; it is legs and thighs. 
Let me see thee caper. Ha, higher! Ha, ha, 
excellent I [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. The Duke’s palace. 

Enter Valentine, and Viola in man’s 
attire. 

Val. If the Duke continue these favours 
tow^ards you, Cesario, you are like to be 
much advanc'd ; he hath knowm you but 
three days, and already you are no stranger, 
Vio. You either fear his humour or my 
negligence, that you call in question the 
continuance of his love. Is he inconstant, 
sir, in his favours ? 6 

Val. No, believe me. 
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Enter Duke, Curio, and Attendants. 

Vio. I thank you. Here comes the Count. 
Duke. Who saw Ccsario, ho ? 

Vio. On your attendance, my lord, here. 
Duke, Stand you awhile aloof. Cesario, 
Thou know'st no less but all; I have un¬ 
clasp’d 1 - 

To thee the book even of my secret soul. 
Therefore, good youth, address thy gait 
unto her ; 

Be not denied access, stand at her doors, 15 
And tell them there thy fixed foot shall 
grow 

Till thou have audience. 

Vi(K Sure, my noble lord. 

If she be so abandon’d to her sorrow 
As it is spoke, she never will admit me. 
Duke. Be clamorous and leap all civil 
bounds, 

Rather than make unprofited return. 

Vio. Say I do speak with her, my lord, 
what then ? 

Duke. O, then unibld the passion of my 
love. 

Surprise her with discourse of my dear 
faith! ^4 

It shall become thee well to act my woes : 
She will attend it better in thy youth 
Than in a nuncio’s of more grave aspect. 
Vio. I think not so, my lord. 

Duke. Dear lad, believe it, 

For they shall yet belie thy happy years 
That say thou art a man : Diana’s lip 30 
Is not more smooth and rubious ; thy small 
pipe 

Is as the maiden’s organ, shrill and sound, 
And all is semblative a woman’s part. 

1 know thy constellation is right apt 
For this affair. Some four or five attend 
him— 35 

All, if you will, for I myself am best 
When least in company. Prosper well in 
this, 

And thou shalt live as freely as thy lord 
To call his fortunes thine. 

Vio. I’ll do my best 

To woo your lady. [Aside] Yet, a barful 
strife I 4<-- 

Whoe’er I woo, myself would be his wife. 

Scene V. Olima*s house. 

Enter Maria and Clown. 

Mar. Nay, either tell me where thou hast 
been, or I will not open my lips so wide as 
a bristle may enter in way of thy excuse; 
my lady will hang thee for thy absence. 

Clo. Let her hang me. He that is well 
hang’d in this world needs to fear no 
colours. 5 

Mar. Make that good. 

Clo. He shall see none to fear. 
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[Act 1 

Mar. A good lenten answer. 1 can tell 
thee where that saying was born, of * 1 fear 
no colours’. 

Clo. Where, good Mistress Mary ? 10 

Mar. In the v^ars ; and that may you be 
bold to say in your foolery. 

Clo. Well, God give them wisdom that 
have it; and those that are fools, let them 
use their talents. 14 

Mar. Yet you will be hang’d for being so 
long absent; or to lx? turn’d away—is not 
that as good as a hanging to you ? 

Clo. Many a good hanging prevents a bad 
marriage: and for turning away, let 
summer bear it out. 

Mar. You are resolute, then ? 20 

Clo. Not so, neither; but 1 am resolv’d 
on two points. 

Mar. That if one break, the other will 
hold ; or if both break, your gaskins fall. 

C/o. Apt, in good faith, very apt! Well, 
go thy way; if Sir Toby would leave 
drinking, thou wort as witty a piece of 
Eve's flesh as any in Illyria. 20 

Mar. Peace, you rogue, no more o’ that. 
Here comes niy lady. Make your excuse 
wisely, you were best. [Exii. 

Enter Olivia and Malvolio. 

Clo. Wit, an’t be thy will, put me into 
good fooling! Those wits that think they 
t.avc thee do very oft prove fools ; and I 
that am sure I lack thee may pass for a 
wise man. For what says Quinapalus ? 
‘ Better a witty fool than a foolish wit.’ 
Cod bless thee, lady I 
Oli. Take the fool away. 3 f> 

Clo. Do you not hear, fellow^s ? Take 
away the lady. 

Oli. Go to, y’are a dry fool ; I'll no 
more of you. Besides, you grow dishonest. 

Clo. Two faults, madonna, that drink 
and good counsel will amend ; for give the 
dry fool drink, then is the fool not dry. 
Bid the dishonest man mend himself: if 
he mend, he is no longer dishonest; if he 
cannot, let the botcher mend him. Anything 
that’s mended is but patch’d ; virtue that 
transgresses is but patch’d with sin, and sin 
that amends is but patch’d with virtue. 
If that this simple syll ogism will serve, so ; 
if it will not, what remedy ? As there is 
no true cuckold but calamity, so beauty's 
a flower. 1 he lady bade take away the fool; 
therefore, 1 say again, take her away. 

Oli. Sir, I bade them take away you. 4 q 
Clo. Misprision in the highest degree 1 
Lady, ' Cucullus non facit monachum ’; 
that’s as much to say as 1 wear not motley 
in my brain. Good madonna, give me 
leave to prove you a fool. 

Oli. Can you do it ? 

Clo. Dcxteriously, good madonna, 55 
Oli. Make your proof. 



Scene 5] 

Clo* 1 must catechize you for it, madonna. 
Good my mouse of virtue, answer me. 

Ofi. Well, sir, for want of other idleness. 
I’ll bide your proof. 

Clo. Good madonna, why mourn*st 
thou ? 

OIL Good fool, for my brother’s death. 

Clo. 1 think his soul is in hell, madonna. 

OIL I know his soul is in heaven, fool. 64 

Clo. The more fool, madonna, to mourn 
for your brother’s soul being in heaven. 
Take away the fool, gentlemen. 

Oli, W hat think you of this fool, Malvolio? 
Doth he not mend ? Oo 

MaL Yes, and shall do, till the pangs of 
death shake him. Infirmity, that decays 
the wise, doth ever make the better fool. 

CZo. God send you, sir, a speedy in¬ 
firmity, for the better increasing your folly I 
Sir Toby will be sworn that 1 am no fox; 
but he will not pass his word for twopence 
that you are no fool. 

OIL How say you to that, Malvolio ? 

Mai. I marvel your ladyship takes delight 
in such a barren rascal; I saw him put 
down the other day with an ordinary fool 
that has no more brain than a stone. Look 
you now, he’s out of his guard already; 
unless you laugh and minister occasion to 
him, he is gagg'd. I protest 1 take these 
wise men that crow so at these set kind of 
fools no better tlian the fools’ zanies. 84 

OIL O, you are sick of self-love, Malvolio, 
and taste with a distemper'd appetite. To 
be generous, guiltless, and of free disposi¬ 
tion, is to take those things for bird-bolts 
that you deem cannon bullets. There is no 
slander in an allow’d fool, though he do 
nothing but rail; nor no railing in a knowm 
discreet man, though he do nothing but 
reprove, 90 

Clo. Now Mercury endue thee with 
leasing, for thou speak’st well of fools! 

Re-enter Maria. 

Mar. Madam, there is at the gate a 
young gentleman much desires to speak 
with you, 

OIL From the Count Orsino, is it ? 95 

Mar. 1 know not, madam; ’tis a fair 
young man, and well attended. 

OIL Who of my people hold him in 
delay ? 

Mar. Sir Toby, madam, your kinsman. 

OIL Fetch him off, I pray you; he 
speaks nothing but madman. Fie on him ! 
[Ex/f Maria] Go you, Malvolio : if it be a 
suit from the Count, I am sick, or not at 
home—what you will to dismiss it, [Exit 
Malvolio] Now you see, sir, how your 
fooling grows old, and people dislike it, 104 

Clo. Thou hast spoke for us, madonna, 
as if thy eldest son should be a fool; 
whose skull Jove cram with brains ! For— 
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here he comes—one of t!iy kin has a most 
weak pia mater. 

Enter Sir Toby. 

OIL By mine honour, half drunk ! What 
is he at the gate, cousin ? nr? 

Sir To. A gentleman. 

OIL A gentleman I What gentleman ? 
Sir To. 'Tis a gentleman here. I Hiccups] 
A plague o’ these pickle-herring! Iiow* 
now, sot! 

Clo. Good Sir Toby I 115 

Oli. Cousin, cousin, how have you come 
so early by this lethargy ? 

Sir To. Lechery I 1 defy lechery. There’s 
one at the gate. 

Oli. Ay, marry ; what is he ? ny 

Sir To. Let him be the devil an he will, 
I care not; give me faith, say 1 . Well, it’s 
all one. [Exif. 

Oli. What’s a drunken man like, fool ? 
Clo. Like a drown’d man, a fool, and a 
madman : one draught above heat makes 
him a fool; the second mads him ; and a 
third drowns him. 125 

OIL Go thou and seek the crowner, and 
let him sit o’ my coz ; for he’s in the third 
degree of drink, he’s drown’d; go look 
after him. 128 

Clo. He is but mad yet, madonna, and 
the fool shall look to the madman. [Exif. 

Re-enter Malvolio. 

Mol. Madam, yond young fellow swears 
he will speak with you. 1 told him you 
were sick ; he takes on him to understand 
so much, and therefore comes to speak 
with you. 1 told him you were asleep ; be 
seems to have a foreknowledge of that too, 
and therefore comes to speak with you. 
What is to be said to him, lady ? He’s 
fortified against any denial. 137 

Oli. Tell him he shall not speak with me. 
Mai. Has been told so ; and he says he’ll 
stand at your door like a sheriff's post, and 
be the supporter to a bench, but he'll speak 
with you. 141 

OIL What kind o* man is he ? 

Mai. Why, of mankind. 

Oli. What manner of man ? 

Mol. Of very ill manner; he’ll speak 
with you, will you or no. i4') 

OIL Of what personage and years is he ? 
Mol. Not yet old enough for a man, nor 
young enough for a boy; as a squash is 
before 'tis a peascod, or a codling when *tis 
almost an apple ; 'tis with him in standing 
water, between boy and man. He is very 
well-favour’d, and he speaks very shrew- 
ishly; one would think his mother’s milk 
were scarce out of him. 

OIL Let him approach. Call in my 
gentlewoman. 154 

Mai. Gentlewoman, my lady calls. [Exff. 
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Re-enter Maria. 

01 i. Give me my veil; come, throw it 
o’er my face; 

We’ll once more hear Orsino’s embassy. 

Enter Viola. 

Vio. The honourable lady of the house, 
which is she ? 

Oli. Speak to me ; I shall answer for her. 
Your will ? 

Vio. Most radiant, exquisite, and un- 
matchable beauty —1 pray you tell me if 
this be the lady of the house, for I never 
saw her. I would be loath to cast away my 
speech ; for, besides that it is excellently 
well pean’d, I have taken great paias to 
con it. Good be-iuties, let me sustain no 
scorn; 1 am very comptibie, even to the 
least sinister usage. 

OIL Whence came you, sir ? ito 

Vio. I can say littb mo-e than I have 
studied, and that question’s out of my 
part. Good gen tie one, give me modest 
assurance if you b^ the lady of the h:us', 
that 1 may proce:;d in my speech. jto 

01 i. Are you a comedian ? 

Vio, No, my profound heart; and yet, 
by the very fangs of malice I swear, I am 
not that 1 play. Are you the lady of the 
house ? 

on. If I do not usurp myself, I am, 175 

Vio. Most certain, if you are she, you do 
usurp yourself; for what is yours to bes:ow 
is not your> to reserve. But this is from 
my commission. 1 will on with my speech 
in your praise, and then show you the heart 
of my message. 

OIL Come to what is important in’t. I 
forgiv^e you the praise. iJji 

Vio. Alas, I took great pains to study it, 
and 'tis poetical. 

Oli, It is the more like to be feigned ; 1 
pray you keep it in. I heard you were saucy 
at my gates, and allow’d your approach 
rather to wonder at you than to hear you. 
If you be not mad, be gone ; if you have 
reason, be brief; ‘tis not that time of 
moon with me to make one in so skipping a 
dialogue. 

Mar. Will you hoist sail, sir ? Here lies 
your way. 190 

Vio. No, good swabber, 1 am to bull 
here a little longer. Some mollification for 
your giant, sweet lady. 

Oli. Tell me your mind. 

Vio. I am a messenger. 

OIL Sure, you have some hideous matter 
to deliver, when the courtesy of it is so 
fearful. Speak your office. 195 

Vio. It alone concerns your ear. I bring 
no overture of war, no taxation of homage : 
I hold the olive in my hand ; my words are 
as full of peace as matter. 
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OIL Yet you began rudely. What are 
you ? What would you ? 200 

Vio. The rudeness that hath appear’d in 
me have I learn’d from my entertainment. 
What I am and what I would arc as secret 
as maidenliead—to your ears, divinity ; to 
any other’s, proranation. 204 

Oli. Give us the place alone ; we will 
hear this divinity, [ffxewnf Maria and 
Ailendants] Now, sir, what is your text ? 
Vio. Most sweet lady— 

Oil. A comfortable doctrine, and much 
may be said of it. Where lies your text ? 
Vio, In Orsino's bosom. 210 

OIL In his bosom! In whit chapter of 
his bosom ? 

Vio. To answer by the method: in the 
first of his heart. 

OIL 0,1 have read it; it is heresy. Have 
you no more to say ? 214 

Vio. Good madam, let me sec your face. 
Oli. Have you any commission from your 
lord to negotiate with my face ? You arc 
now out of your text; but we will draw 
the curtain and show you the picture. 
[Unveilina] Look you, sir, such a one I was 
this present. Is’t not well done ? 220 

Vio. Excellently done, if God did all. 
Oli. ’Tis in grain, sir; ’twill endure wind 
and weather. 

Vio. 'Tis beauty truly blent, whose red 
and white 

Nature’s own sweet and cunning hand laid 
on. 

Lady, you arc the cnielLst she alive, 225 
If you will lead these graces to the grave, 
And leave the world no copy. 

OIL O, sir, I will not be so hard-hearted ; 
I will give out divers schedules of my 
beauty. It shall be inventoried, and every 
particle and utensil labell’d to my will: 
as—item, two lips indifferent red ; item, 
two grey eyes with lids to them ; item, one 
neck, one chin, and so forth. Were you 
sent hither to praise me ? 

Vio. I see you what you arc: you are 
too proud; 

But. if you were the devil, you arc fair. 235 
My lord and master loves you—O, such love 
Could be but recompens’d though you were 
crown’d 

The nonpareil of beauty ! 

OIL How does he love me ? 

Vio. With adorations, fertile tears. 

With groans that thunder love, with sighs 
of fire. 240 

OIL Your lord does know my mind ; I 
cannot love him. 

Yet I suppose him virtuous, know him 
noble, 

Of great estate, of fresh and stainless youth; 
In voices well divulg’d, free, Icarn’d, and 
valiant, 244 

And in dimension and the shape of nature 
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A gracious person ; but yet 1 cannot love 
him. 

He might have took his answer long ago. 
Vio. If I did love you in my master's 
flame, 

With such a suflf'ring, such a deadly life, 

In your denial 1 would find no sense ; 250 

1 would not understand it. 

Olu Why, what would you ? 

Vio. Make me a willow cabin at your 
gate. 

And call upon my soul within the house ; 
Write loyal cantons of contemned love 
And sing them loud even in the dead of 
night; 255 

Halloo your name to the reverberate hills. 
And make the babbling gossip of the air 
Cry out ‘ Olivia I' O, you should not rest 
Between the elements of air and earth 
But you should pity me ! 

Oil. You might do much. 

What is your parentage ? 

Vio. Above my fortunes, yet my state is 
well: 

I am a gentleman. 

Oil. Get you to your lord. 

I cannot love him ; let him send no more— 
Unless perchance you come to me again 2 f >5 
To tell me how he takes it. Fare you well. 
I thank you for your pains ; spend this 
for me. 

Vio. I am no fee'd post, lady ; keep your 
purse ; 

My master, not myself, lacks recompense. 
Love make his heart of flint that you shall 
love; 270 

And let your fervour, like my master’s, be 
Plac’d in contempt! Farewell, fair cruelty. 

[Exit. 

Oil. * What is your parentage ? ’ 

‘ Above my fortunes, yet my state is well: 
1 am a gentleman.' I’ll be sworn thou 
art; 

'Thy tongue, thy face, thy limbs, actions, 
and spirit, 270 

Do give thee five-fold blazon. Not too fast! 
Soft, soft! 

Unless the master were the man. How now! 
Even so quickly may one catch the plague ? 
Methinks 1 feel this youth's perfections 2S0 
With an invisible and subtle stealth 
To creep in at mine eyes. Well, let it be. 
What ho, Malvolio ! 

Re-enier Malvolio. 

Mai. Here, madam, at your service. 
Oli. Run after that same peevish 
messenger. 

The County’s man. He left this ring behind 
him, 285 

Would I or not. Tell him 1*11 none of it. 
Desire him not to flatter with his lord, 

Nor hold him up with hopes; 1 am not for 
him. 
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If that th: yout.i will come this way to¬ 
morrow. 

I'll give him reasons for't. Hie thee, 
Malvolio. 290 

Mai. Mad im, I will. [Exit. 

Oli. 1 do 1 know not what, and fear to find 
Mine eye too great a flatterer for my mird. 
Fate, show thy force ; ourselves we do net 
owe; 

What is decreed must be; and be this so! 

llxit 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. The sea-coast. 

Enter Antonio and Sebastian. 

Ant. Will you stay no longer ; nor will 
you not that 1 go with you ? 

Seb. By your patience, no. My stars 
shine darkly over me ; the malignancy of 
my fate might perhaps distemper yours ; 
therefore 1 shall crave of you your leave 
that 1 may bear my evils alone. It were a 
bad recompcns 3 for your love to lay any 
of them on you. 7 

Ant. Let me yet know of you whither you 
are bound. 

Seb, No, sooth, sir; my determinate 
voyage is mere extravagancy. But I 
perceive in you so excellent a touch of 
modesty that you will not extort from me 
what I am willing to keep in ; therefore it 
charges me in ma .mers the rather to express 
myself. You must know of me then, 
Antonio, my name is Sebastian, which I 
call’d Roderigo; my father was tl.at 
Sel>asti;:n of Mcssaline whom 1 know >ou 
have heard of. He left behind him myself 
and a sis.er, both born in an hour ; if the 
heavens had been pleas’d, would we had so 
ended ! But you, sir, alter'd that; for 
some hour before you took me from the 
breach of the sea was my sister drown’d. 20 
Anl. Alas the day ! 

Seb, A lady, sir, though it was said she 
much resembled me, was yet of many 
accounted beautiful ; but though I could 
not with such estimable wonder overfar 
believe that, yet thus far I will boldly 
publish her; she bore a mind that envy 
could not but call fair. She is drown'd 
already, sir, with salt water, though I seem 
to drown her remembrance again with 
more. as 

Ant. Pardon me, sir, your bad entertain¬ 
ment. 

Seb, O good Antonio, forgive me your 
trouble. 30 

Anl. If you will not murder me for my 
love, let me be your servant. 

Seb, If you will not undo what you have 
done—that is, kill him whom you have 
recover’d—desire it not. Fare ye well at 
once; my bosom is full of kindness, and 1 
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am yet so near the manners of my mother 
that, upon the least occasion more, mine 
eyes will tell tales of me. I am bound to 
the Count Orsino’s court. Farewell. {Hxih 
Anl. The gentleness of all the gods go 
with thee 1 

I have many enemies in Orsino’s court, 40 
Else would I very shortly see thee there. 
But come what may, I do adore thee so 
That danger shall seem sport, and 1 will go. 

[Exit. 

Scene II. A street 

Enter Viola and Malvolio at several doors. 

Mat Were you not ev’n now with the 
Countess Olivia ? 

Vio. Even now, sir ; on a moderate pace 
I have since arriv’d but hither. 

Mai. She returns this ring to you, sir ; 
you might have saved me my pains, to 
have taken it away yourself. She adds, 
moreover, that you should put your lord 
into a desperate assurance she will none of 
him. And one thing more; that you be 
never so hardy to come again in his 
affairs, unless it be to report your lord's 
taking of this. Receive it so. 

Vto. She took the ring of me; I'll none 
of it. 

Mai. Come, sir, you peevishly threw it to 
her; and her will is it should be so re¬ 
turn'd. If :t be wofih stooping for, th:re 
it Ixs in yojr eye; if not, be it his that 
finds it. [ExU. 

Vio. I lift no ring with her; what miar.s 
th's Id/? 15 

Fortune fo bid my outside have not charm'd 
her! 

She made good view of me; indeed, so 
much 

That metholight her eyes had lost her 
iongue. 

For she did speak in starts distractedly. 

She loves me, sure: the cunning of her 
p:ssion 20 

Invites me in this churlish messenger. 

None of my lord’s ring! Why, he sent her 
n:.n3. 

I am the maa. If it be so—as 'tis— 

Poor l id/, she were bet'er love a dream. 
Disgaise, I s^e Ihou art a wickedness 25 
Where n the pregiant enemy does much. 
How easy is it lor the propei--fals2 
In women’s waxen hearts to set their 
forms! 

Alls, our frailty is the cause, not we! 

For su:h as we are made of, such we be. 30 
How w.U this fadge ? My master loves her 
dearly. 

And I, poor monster, fond as much on him ; 
And she, mistaken, seems to dote on me. 
What will become of this ? As I am man. 
My state is desperate for my master's love; 
As I am woman—^now alas the day!— 


[Act 2 

What thriftless sighs shall poor Olivia 
breathe! 37 

O Time, thou must untangle this, not I; 

It is too hard a knot for me t' untie! 

[Exit. 

Scene III. Olivia’s house. 

Enter Sir Toby and Sir Andrew. 

Sir To. Approach, Sir Andrew. Not to 
be abed after midnight is to be up betimes ; 
and ‘ diluculo surgere ' thou know’st— 

Sir And. Nay, by my troth, I know not; 
but I know to be up late is to be up late. 5 
Sir To. A false conclusion! I hate it as 
an unfill'd can. To be up after midnight 
and to go to bed then is early ; so that to 
go to bed after midnight is to go to bed 
betimes. Does not our lives consist of the 
four elements ? 9 

Sir And. Faith, so they say ; but 1 think 
it rather consists of eating and drinking. 

Sir To. Tn'art a scholar; let us there¬ 
fore eat and drink. Marian, I say ! a stoup 
of wine. 

Enter Clowm. 

Sir And. Here comes the fool, i' faith. 
Clo. How now, my hearts! Did you 
never see the picture of ' we three ' ? 16 

Sir To. Welcome, ass. Now let’s have a 
catch. 

Sir And. By my troth, the fool has an 
excellent breast, I had rather than forty 
shillings I had such a leg, and so sweet a 
breath to sing, as the fool has. In sooth, 
thou wast in very gracious fooling last 
night, when thou spok’st of Pigrogromitus, 
of the Vapians passing the equinoctial of 
Queubus ; 'twas very good, i' faith. I sent 
thee sixpence for thy leman ; hadst it ? 34 
Clo. I did impeticos thy gratillity; for 
Malvolio’s nose is no whipstock. My lady 
has a white hand, and the Myrmidons are 
no bottle-ale houses. ^7 

Sir And. Excellent! Why, this is the 
best fooling, when all is done. Now, a song. 

Sir To. Come on, there is sixpence for 
you. Let's have a song. 51 

Sir And. There’s a testril of me too; if 
one knight give a— 

Clo. Would you have a love-song, or a 
song of good life 7 35 

Sir To. A love-song, a love-song. 

Sir And. Ay, ay; I care not for good 
life. 

Cloivn sings. 

O mistress mine, where are you roaming ? 
O, stay and hear ; your true love's coming, 
That can sing both high and low. 40 
Trip no further, pretty sweeting; 
Journeys end in lovers meeting. 

Every wise man's son doth know. 

Sir And. Excellent good, i’ faith I 
Sir To. Good, good 1 
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Clown sings. 

What is love ? 'Tis not hereafter; 

Present mirth hath present laughter; 

What's to come is still unsure. 

In delay there lies no plenty, 

Then come kiss me, sweet and twenty; 50 
Youth’s a stuff will not endure. 

Sir And. A mellifluous voice, as I am 
true knight. 

Sir To. A contagious breath. 

Sir And. Very sweet and contagious, i' 
faith. 54 

Sir To. To hear by the nose, it is dulcet 
in contagion. But shall we make the 
welkin dance indeed ? Shall we rouse the 
night-owl in a catch that will draw three 
souls out of one weaver ? Shall we do that ? 

Sir And. An you love me, let's do't. I am 
dog at a catch. 60 

Clo. By'r lady, sir, and some dogs will 
catch well. 

Sir And. Most certain. Let our catch be 
‘ Thou knave ’. 

Clo. ‘Hold thy peace, thou knave' 
knight ? I shall be constrain'd in't to call 
thee knave, knight. 65 

Sir And. 'Tis not the first time I have 
constrained one to call me knave. Begin, 
fool: it begins ‘ Hold thy peace 
Clo. 1 shall never begin if 1 hold my 
peace. 

Sir And, Good, i' faith ! Come, begin, 
[Catch sung. 

Enter Maria. 

Mar. What a caterwauling do you keep 
here I If my lady have not call’d up her 
steward Malvolio, and bid him turn you 
out of doors, never trust me. 72 

Sir To. My lady’s a Catalan, we are 
politicians, Malvolio’s a Peg-a-Ramsey, 
and [Sings] 

Three merry men be we. 

Am not I consanguineous ? Am I not of 
her blood ? Tilly-vally, lady. [Sings] 

There dwelt a man in Babylon, 

Lady, lady. 7'^ 

Clo. Beshrew me, the knight’s in admir¬ 
able fooling. 

Sir And. Ay, he does well enough if he 
be dispos’d, and $0 do I too; he does it 
with a better grace, but 1 do it more 
natural. 80 

Sir To. [Sings] O’ the twelfth day of 
December— 

Mar. For the love o* God, peace I 
Enter Malvolio. 

Mai. My masters, arc you mad ? Or what 
are you ? Have you no wit, manners, nor 
honesty, but to gabble like tinkers at this 
time of night ? Do ye make an ale-house 


of my lady's house, that ye squeak out 
your coziers’ catches without any mitiga¬ 
tion or remorse of voice ? Is there no 
respect of place, persons, nor time, in you ? 

Sir To. We did keep time, sir, in our 
catches. Sneck up ! 90 

Mai. Sir Toby, 1 must be round with you. 
My lady bade me tell you that, though she 
harbours you as her kinsman, she's nothing 
allied to your disorders. If you can separate 
yourself and your misdemeanours, you are 
welcome to the house ; if not, and it would 
please you to take leave of her, she is very 
willing to bid you farewell. 96 

Sir To. [Sings] Farewell, dear heart, since 
I must needs be gone. 

Mar. Nay, good Sir Toby. 

Clo. [vSings] His eyes do show his days are 
almost done. 

Mol. Is’t even so ? 100 

Sir To. [Sings] But I will never die. 

[Falls down. 

Clo. [Sings] Sir Toby, there you lie. 

Mai. This is much credit to you. 

Sir To. [Slugs] Shall 1 bid him go ? 

Clo. [Sings] What an if you do ? 105 

Sir To. [Sings] Shall I bid him go, and 
spare not ? 

Clo. [Sings] O, no, no, no, no, you dare 
not. 

Sir To. [Rising] Out 0’ tune, sir 1 Ye lie. 
Art any more than a steward ? Dost thou 
think, because thou art virtuous, there 
shall be no more cakes and ale ? no 
Clo. Yes, by Saint Anne; and ginger 
shall be hot I' th' mouth too. 

Sir To. Th’art i’ th’ right. Go, sir, rub 
your chain with crumbs. A stoup of wine, 
Maria! 114 

Mai. Mistress Mary, if you priz’d my 
lady’s favour at anything more than con¬ 
tempt, you would not give means for this 
uncivil rule ; she shaU know of it, by this 
hand. [Exit. 

Mar. Go shake your ears. 

Sir And. ’Twere as good a deed as to 
drink when a man’s ahungry, to challenge 
him the field, and then to break promise 

with him and make a fool of him. 121 

Sir To. Do’t, knight. I’ll write thee a 
challenge; or I’ll deliver thy indignation 
to him by word of mouth. 

Mar. Sweet Sir Toby, be patient for to¬ 
night ; since the youth of the Count’s was 
to-day with my lady, she is much out of 
quiet. For Monsieur Malvolio, let me alone 
with him ; if I do not gull him into a nay- 
word, and make him a common recreation, 
do not think I have wit enough to lie 
straight in my bed. I know 1 can do it. 129 
Sir To. Possess us, possess us; tell us 
something of him. 

Mar. Marry, sir, sometimes he is a kind 
of Puritan. 
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Sir AnL O, if I thought that, Td beat 
him like a dog. 

Sir To. What, for being a Puritan ? Thy 
exquisite reason, dear knight ? 134 

Sir And. I have no exquisite reason fer t, 
but I have reason good enough. 

Mar. The devil a Puritan that he is, or 
anythin? constantly but a time-pleaser; 
an affsetion'd ass that cons state without 
book and utters it by great swarths; the 
best persuaded of himself, so cramm'd, as 
he thinks, with excellencies that it is his 
grounds of faith that all that look on him 
love him ; and on that vice in him will my 
revenge find notable cause to work. 

Sir To. What wilt thou do ? 144 

Mar. I will drop in his way some obscure 
epistles of love ; wherein, by the colour of 
his beard, the shape of his leg, the manner 
of his gait, the expressure of his eye, fore¬ 
head, and complexion, he shall find himself 
most feelingly personated. 1 can write very 
like my lady, your niece ; on a forgotten 
matter we can hardly make distinction of 
our hands. 151 

Sir To. Excellent I I smell a device. 

Sir And. I have’t in my nose too. 

Sir To. He shall think, by the letters 
that thou wilt drop, that they come from 
my niece, and that she's in love with him. 

Mar. My purpose is, indeed, a horse of 
that colour. 157 

Sir And. And your horse now would 
make him an ass. 

Mar. Ass, I doubt not. 

Sir And. O, 'twill be admirable I i6«> 

Mar. Sport royal, 1 warrant you, 1 knvw 
my physic will work w'ith him. I will plant 
you two, and let the fool make a third, 
where he shall find the letter ; observe his 
construction of it. For this night, to bed, 
and dream on the event. Farewell. [Exit. 
Sir To. Good night, Penthesilea. i<:(> 

Sir And. Before me, she's a good wench. 
Sir To. She’s a beagle true-bred, and one 
that adores me. What o' that ? 

Sir And. I was ador’d once too. 170 
Sir To. Let’s to bed, knight. Thou hadst 
need send for more money. 

Sir And. If 1 cannot recover your niece, 
1 am a foul way out. 

Sir To. Send for money, knight; if thou 
hast her not i' th’ end, call me C it. 170 
Sir And. If I do not, never trust me; 
take it how you will. 

Sir To. Come, come. I'll go burn some 
sack ; 'tis too late to go to bed now. Come, 
knight; come, knight. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. The Duke's palace. 

Enter Duke, Viola, Curio, and Others. , 

Duke. Give me some music. Now, good 
morrow, friends. i 


[Act 2 

Now, good Cesario, but that piece of song, 
That old and antique song we heard last 
night; 

Methought it did relieve my passion much, 
More than light airs and recollected terms 5 
Of these most brisk and giddy-paced times. 
Come, but one verse. 

Cur. He is not here, so please your 
lordship, that should sing it. 

Duke. Who was it ? 10 

Cttr. Feste, the jester, my lord ; a fool 
that the Lady Olivia's father took much 
delight in. He is about the house. 

Duke. Seek him out, and play the tune the 
while. [Exit Curio. Music plays. 
Come hither, boy. If ever thou shalt love. 
In the sweet pangs of it remember me ; 15 
For such as I am all true lovers are, 
Unstaid and skittish in all motions else 
Save in the constant image of the creature 
That is belov'd. How dost thou like this 
tune ? 

Vio. It gives a very echo to the seat 20 
Where Love is thron'd. 

Duke. Thou dost speak masterly. 

Mv life upon’t, young though thou art, 
thine eye 

Hath stay’d upon some favour that it loves; 
Hath it not, boy ? 

Vio. A little, by your favour. 24 

Duke. What kind of woman is'i ? 

Vio. Of your complexion. 

Duke. She is not w^orth thee, then. What 
years, i’ faith ? 

Vio. About your years, my lord. 

Duke. Too old, by heaven I Let still the 
woman take 28 

An elder than herself ; so wears she to him. 
So sways she level in her husband’s heart. 
For, boy, however we do praise ourselves. 
Our fancies are more giddy and unfirm, 3^ 
More longing, wavering, sooner lost and 
won. 

Than women’s are. 

Vio. I think it well, my lord. 

Duke. Then let thy love be younger than 
thyself, 35 

Or thy affection cannot hold the bent; 

For women are as roses, whose fair flow’r 
Being once display’d doth fall that very 
hour. 

Vio. And so they are; alas, that they 
are so 1 39 

To die, even when they to perfection grow ! 

Re-enter Curio and Clown. 

Duke. O, fellow, come, the song we had 
last night. 

Mark it, Cesario; it is old and plain ; 

The spinsters and the knitters in the sun, 
And the free maids that weave their thread 
with bones. 

Do use to chant it; it is siUy sooth, 43 

And dallies with the innocence of love* 
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Scene 4] 

Like the old age. 

Clo. Are you ready, sir ? 

Duke, Ay ; prithee, sing. [Music. 

Feste*s Song, 

Corns away, come away, death ; 50 

And in sad cypress let me be laid ; 

Fly away, fly away, breath, 

1 am slain by a fair cruel maid. 

My shroud of white, stuck all with yew, 
O, prepare it! 55 

My part of death no one so true 
Did share it. 

Not a flower, not a flower sweet, 

On my black coffin let there be strown; 

Not a friend, not a friend greet ^>0 
My poor corpse where my bones shall be 
thrown ; 

A thousand thousand sighs to save, 

Lay me, O, where 

Sad true lover never find my grave. 

To weep there ! 

Duke , There’s for thy pains. 

Clo. No pains, sir ; 1 take pleasure in 
singing, sir. 

Duke, ril pay thy pleasure, then. 

Clo, Truly, sir, and pleasure will be paid 
one time or another. 70 

Duke, Give me now leave to leave thee. 
Clo, Now the melancholy god protect 
thee ; and the tailor make thy doublet of 
changeable taffeta, for thy mind is a very 
opal. I would have men of such constancy 
put to sea, that their business might be 
everything, and their intent everywhere; 
for that’s it that always makes a goed 
voyage of nothing. Farewell. [Exif Clmvn, 
Duke, Let all the rest give place. 

[Exeunt Curio and Attendants, 
Once more, Cesario, 

Get thee to yond same sovereign cruelty. 
Tell her my love, more noble than the 

world, 80 

Prizes not quantity of dirty lands ; 

The parts that fortune hath bestow’d upon 
her. 

Tell her I hold as giddily as Fortune; 

But ’tis that miracle and queen of gems 
That Nature pranks her in attracts my 
soul. 85 

Vio, But if she cannot love you, sir ? 
Duke, 1 cannot be so answer'd. 

Vio, Sooth, but you must. 

Say that some lady, as perhaps there is. 
Hath for your love as great a pang of heart 
As you have for Olivia. You cannot love 
her; yo 

You tell her so. Must she not then be 
answer'd ? 

Duke, There is no woman's sides 
Can bide the beating of so strong a passion 
As love doth give my heart; no woman's 
heart 94 


So big to hold so much; they lack retention. 
Alas, thsir love may be call’d apfe i e— 
No motion of the liver, but the palate — 
lhat suffer surfeit, cloyment, and revolt; 
But mine is all as hungry as the sea, 09 
And can digest as much. M;ike no compare 
Between that love a woman can bear me 
And that 1 owe Olivia. 

Vio, Ay, but 1 know— 

Duke, What dost thou know ? 

Vio. TtK> well what love women to irei 
may owe. 

In faith, they are as true of heart as we. h 5 
My father had a daughter lov’d a man, 

As it might be perhaps, were I a woman, 

I should your lordship. 

Duke, And what’s her history ? 

Vio. A blank, my lord. She never told 
her love, 109 

But let concealment, like a worm i' Ih' bud, 
Feed on her damask cheek. She pin’d in 
thought; 

And with a green and yellow melancfo'y 
She sat like Patience on a monument. 
Smiling at grief. Was not this love indeed? 
We men may say more, swear more, but 
indeed 115 

Our shows arc more than will; for still we 
prove 

Much in our vows, but little in our love. 
Duke. But died thy sister of her love, my 
boy ? 

Vio. I am all the daughters of my father’s 
house. 

And all the brothers too—and yet 1 know 
not. 120 

Sir, shall I to this lady ? 

Duke, Ay, that's the theme. 

To her in haste. Give her this jewd ; say 
My love can give no place, bide no denay. 

[Exeunf. 

Scene V. Olivia's garden. 

Enter Sir Toby, Sir Andrew, and 
Fabian. 

Sir To, Come thy ways, Signior Fabian. 
Fab, Nay, I’ll come ; if 1 lose a scruple 
of this sport let me be boil'd to death with 
melancholy. 

Sir To, Wouldst thou not be glad to have 
the niggardly rascally sheep-biter come by 
some notable shame ? 5 

Fab, 1 would exult, man ; you know he 
brought me out o’ favour with my lady 
about a bear-baiting here. 

Sir To, To anger him we’ll have the bear 
again ; and we will fool him black and blue 
—shall we not, Sir Andrew ? 

Sir And. An we do not, it is pity of our 
lives, 10 

Enter Maria. 

Sir To, Here comes the little v Uain. 
How now, my metal of Inlia! 
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[Act 2 


Mar. Get ye all three into the box-tree. 
Malvolio’s coming down this walk. He has 
been yonder i’ the sun practising behaviour 
to his own shadow this half hour. Observe 
him, for the love of mockery, for 1 know 
this letter will make a contemplative idiot 
of him. Close, in the name of Jesting! [As 
the mm hide she drops a letter] Lie thou 
there ; for here comes the trout that must 
be caught with tickling. [fixii. 20 

Enter Malvolio. 

Mai. 'Tis but fortune ; all is fortune. 
Maria once told me she did affect me ; and 
I have heard herself come thu» near, that, 
should she fancy, it should be one of my 
complexion. Besides, she uses me with a 
more exalted respect than any one else that 
follows her. What should I think on’t ? 26 
Sir To. Here's an overweening rogue! 
Fab, O, peace ! Contemplation makes a 
rare turkey-cock of him; how he jets 
under his advanc'd plumes ! 

Sir And. 'Slight, I could so beat the 
rogue— 30 

Sir To, Peace, 1 say. 

Mai. To be Count Malvolio I 
Sir To. Ah, rogue ! 

Sir And. Pistol him, pistol him. 

Sir To. Peace, peace! 35 

Mai There is example for't: the Lady of 
the Strachy married the yeoman of the 
wardrobe. 

Sir And, Fie on him, Jezebel I 
Fab. O, peace! Now he’s deeply in; look 
how imagination blows him. 40 

Mai. Having been three months married 
to her, sitting in my state— 

Sir To, O, for a stone-bow to hit him in 
the eye I 

Mai. Calling my officers about me, in my 
branch'd velvet gown, having come from 
a day-bed—where I have left Olivia 

sleeping— 

Sir To. Fire and brimstone ! 

Fab. O, peace, peace! 

Mai. And then to have the humour of 
state ; and after a demure travel of regard, 
telling them I know my place as 1 would 
they should do theirs, to ask for my 
kinsman Toby— 

Sir To. Bolts and shackles ! 52 

Fab. O, peace, peace, peace! Now, now. 
Mai. Seven of my people, with an 
obedient start, make out for him. 1 frown 
the while, and perchance wind up my 
watch, or play with my—some rich jewel. 
Toby approaches; curtsies there to me— 
Sir To. Shall this fellow live ? 

Fab. Though our silence be drawn from 
U3 with cars, yet peace. Oo 

Mai. I extend my hand to him thus, 
quenching my familiar smile with an 

austere regard of control— 


Sir To. And does not Toby take you a 
blow o' the lips then ? 64 

Mai. Saying ‘ Cousin Toby, my fortunes 
having cast me on your niece give me this 
prerogative of speech ’— 

Sir To. What, what ? 

Mai. ‘You must amend your drunken¬ 
ness ’— 

Sir To. Out, scab ! 69 

Fab. Nay, patience, or we break the 
sinews of our plot. 

Mai. ‘ Besides, you waste the treasure of 
your time with a foolish knight'— 

Sir And, That’s me, 1 warrant you. 

Mai. ‘ One Sir Andrew.' 

Sir And, I knew 'twas I; for many do 
call me fool. 75 

Mai. What employment have we here ? 

[Taking up the letter. 
Fab. Now is the woodcock near the gin. 
Sir To. Op peace ! And the spirit of 
humours intimate reading aloud to him ! 

Mai. By my life, this is my lady’s hand : 
these be her very C's, her U’s, and her T’s ; 
and thus makes she her great P's. It is, in 
contempt of question, her hand. S2 

Sir And, Her C's, her U’s, and her T’s. 
Why that ? 

Mai. [Reads] ‘ To the unknown belov’d, 
this, and my goed wishes.' Her very 
phrases ! By your leave, wax. Soft I And 
the impressure her Lucrece with which she 
uses to seal; 'tis my lady. To whom should 
this be ? 

Fah. This wins him, liver and all. 

Mai. [Reads]' Jove knows 1 love. 

But who ? 90 

Lips, do not move ; 

No man must know.’ 

‘ No man must know.’ What follows ? 
The numbers alter’d ! 'No man must 
know.' If this should be thee, Malvolio ? 
Sir To. MaiT>% hang thee, brock ! ' 5 

Mai. [Reads] 

' I may command where I adore; 

But silence, like a Lucrece knife, 
With bloodless stroke my heart doth 
gore; 

M. O. A. I. doth sway my life.' 

Fab. A fustian riddle ! 100 

Sir To. Excellent wench, say I. 

Mai. * M. O. A. I. doth sway my life.' 
Nay, but first let me see, let me see, let me 
see. 

Fab. What dish o' poison has she dress'd 
bUn! X04 

Sir To. And with what wing the staniel 
checks at it 1 

Mai. ‘ 1 may command where I adore.' 
Why, she may command me: I serve her; 
she is my lady. Why, this is evident to any 
formal capacity; there is no obstruction 
in this. And the end—what should that 



TWELFTH NIGHT 


Scene 5] 


alphabetical position portend ? If 1 could 
make that resemble something in me. 
Softly ! M. O. A. 1.— m 

Sir To. O, ay, make up that 1 He is now 
at a cold scent. 

Fab. Sowter will cry upon’t for all this, 
though it be as rank as a fox. im 

MaL M—Malvolio; M—why, that begins 
my name. 

Fab. Did not I say he would work it out ? 
The cur is excellent at faults. 

Mai, M—But then there is no con- 
sonancy in the sequel; that suffers under 
probation : A should follow, but O does. 

Fab. And O shall end, I hope. 120 

Sir To. Ay, or I'll cudgel him, and make 
him cry ‘ O I' 

Mai. And then I comes behind. 

Fab. Ay, an you had any eye behind you, 
you might see more detraction at your heels 
than fortunes before you. 124 

Mai. M. O. A. I. This simulation is not 
as the former; and yet, to crush this a 
little, it would bow to me, for every one 
of these letters are in my name. Soft 1 here 
follows prose. 

[Reads] ‘ If this fall into thy hand, 
revolve. In my stars I am above thee; 
but be not afraid of greatness. Some are 
born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upon 'em. Thy 
Fates open their hands ; let thy blood and 
spirit embrace them ; and, to inure thyself 
to what thou art like to be, cast thy 
humble slough and appear fresh. Be 
opposite with a kinsman, surly with 
servants ; let thy tongue tang arguments 
of state ; put thyself into the trick of 
singularity. She thus advises thee that 
sighs for thee. Remember w'ho commended 
thy yellow stockings, and wish'd to see thee 
ever cross-gartcr'd. I say, remember. Go 
to, thou art made, if thou desir'st to be 
so; if not, let me see thee a steward still, 
the fellow of servants, and not worthy to 
touch Fortune’s fingers. Farewell. She 
that would alter services with thee, 140 
The Fortunate-Unhappy,' 

Daylight and champain discovers not 
more. This is open, I will be proud, I will 
read politic authors, 1 will baffle Sir Toby, 
1 will wash off gross acquaintance, I will be 
point-Jc vise the very man. I do not now 
fool myself to let imagination jade me ; for 
every reason excites to this, that my lady 
loves me. She did commend my yellow 
stockings of late, she did praise my leg 
being cross-gartcr'd; and in this she 
manifests herself to my love, and with a 
kind of injunction drives me to these habits 
of her liking. I thank my stars I am happy. 
I will be strange, stout, in yellow stockings, 
and cross-gartcr'd, even with the swiftness 


of putting on. Jove and my stars be 
praised! Here is yet a postscript. 

[Reads] ' Thou canst not choose but 
know who I am. If thou entertain'st my 
love, let it appear in thy smiling ; thy 
smiles become thee well. Therefore in 
my presence still smile, dear my sweet, 
I prithee.' 

Jove, I thank thee. I will smile; I will do 
everything that thou wilt have me. fExit. 

Fab. I will not give my part of this sport 
for a pension of thousands to be paid from 
the Sophy. lOi 

Sir To. I could marry this wench for this 
device. 

Sir And. So could 1 too. 

Sir To. And ask no other dowry with her 
but such another jest. 165 

Enter Maria, 

Sir And. Nor I neither. 

Fab. Here comes my noble gull-catcher. 

Sir To. Wilt thou set thy foot o' my 
neck ? 

Sir And. Or o’ mine either ? 

Sir To. Shall I play my freedom at tray- 
trip, and become thy bond-slave ? 171 

Sir And. I’ faith, or 1 either ? 

Sir To. Why, thou hast put him in such 
a dream that when the image of it leaves 
him he must run mad. 

Mar. Nay, but say true; does it work 
upon him ? 175 

Sir To. Like aqua-vitae with a midw^ife. 

Mar. If you will then see the fruits of 
the sport, mark his first approach before 
my lady. He will come to her in yellow 
stockings, and 'tis a colour she abhors, and 
cross-garter'd, a fashion she detests; and 
he will smile upon her, which will now be 
so unsuitable to her disposition, being 
addicted to a melancholy as she is, that it 
cannot but turn him into a notable con¬ 
tempt. If you will see it, foliow^ me. 

Sir To. To the gates of Tartar, thou 
most excellent devil of wit I 185 

Sir And. I’ll make one too. [Exeunt. 


ACT THREE 
Scene 1 . Olivia^s garden. 

Enter Viola, and Clown with a tabor. 

Vio. Save thee, friend, and thy music I 
Dost thou live by thy tabor ? 

Clo. No, sir, I live by the church. 

Vio. Art thou a churchman ? 4 

Clo. No such matter, sir: I do live by 
the church ; for I do live at my house, and 
my house doth stand by the church. 

Vio. So thou mayst say the king lies by 
a beggar, if a beggar dwell near him; or 
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the church stands by thy tabor, if thy 
tabor stand by the church. <i 

Clo. You have said, sir. To see this age ! 
A sentence is but a chev’ril glove to a good 
wit. How quickly the wrong side may be 
turn’d outward ! 

Vio. Nay, that's certain ; they that dally 
nicely with words may quickly make them 
wanton. 

Clo. I would, therefore, my sister had had 
no name, sir. 

Vio. Why. man ? 

Clo. Why, sir, her name's a word ; and 
to dally with that word might make my 
sister wanton. But indeed words are very 
rascals since bonds disgrac’d them. 

Vio. Thy" reason, man ? 2 

Ci7. Troth, sir, 1 can yield you non 
wit lout words, and words are grown so 
false I am loath to prove reason with 
them. 

Vio. I warrant thou art a merry fellow 
and car’st for nothinj. 25 

Clo. Not so, sir ; 1 do care for something ; 
but in my conscience, sir, I do not care for 
yo 1. If that be to care for nothing, sir, 1 
would it would make you invisible. 

Vio. Art not thou the Lady Olivia’s fool ? 
Clo. No, indeed, sir ; the Lady Olivia has 
no folly ; she will keep no foel, sir, till she 
be married; and fools are as like husbands 
as pilchers are to herrings—the husband’s 
the bigger. I am indeed not her fool, but 
her corrupter of words. 

Vio. I saw thee late at the Count 
Orsiao’s. 35 

Clo. Foolery, sir, does walk about the 
orb like the sun—it shines everywhere. I 
would be sorry, sir, but the fool should be 
as oft with your master as with my mistress: 
I think 1 saw your wisdom there. 30 

Vio. Nay, an thou pass upon me, I’ll no 
more with thee. Hold, there’s expenses for 
thee. [Giving a coin. 

Clo. Now Jove, in his next commodity of 
hair, send thee a beard 1 

Vio. By my troth. I'll tell thee, 1 am 
almost sick for one ; [Aside] though I would 
not have it grow on my chin.—Is thy lady 
within ? 4(t 

Clo. Would not a pair of these have bred, 
sir ? 

Vio. Yes, being kept together and put to 
use. 

Clo. I would play Lord Pandarus of 
Phrygia, sir, to bring a Cressida to this 
TroJds. 50 

Vio. I understand you, sir; ’tis well 
begg'd. [Giving another coin. 

Clo. The matter, I hope, is not great, sir, 
begging but a beggar: Cressida was a 
beggar. My lady is within, sir. I will con¬ 
strue to them whence you come ; who you 
are and what you would are out of my I 
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welkin— I might say ' element ’ but the 
word is overworn. [Exii. 

Vio. This fellow is wise enough to play 
the fool; 57 

And to do that well craves a kind of wit. 
He must observe their mood on whom he 
jests, 

The quality of persons, and the time ; 60 

And, like the haggard, check at every 
feather 

That comes before his eye. This is a 
practice 

As full of labour as a wise man’s art; 

For folly that he wisely shows is fit; 

But wise men, folly-fall'n, quite taint their 
wit. 65 

Enter Sir Toby and Sir Andrew. 

Sir To. Save you, gentleman I 
V’ia. And you, sir. 

Sir And. Dicu vous garde, monsieur, 
Vio. Et vous aussi ; votre serviteur. 

Sir And. 1 liopc, sir, you arc ; and I am 
yours. 70 

Sir To. Will you encounter the house ? 
My niece is desirous you should enter, if 
your trade be to her. 

Vio. I am hound to your niece, sir ; I 
mean, she is the list of my voyage. 

Sir To. Taste your legs, sir; put them 
to motion, 75 

Vio. My legs do better understand me. 
sir, than 1 understand what you mean by 
bidding me taste my legs. 

Sir To. 1 mean, to go, sir, to enter. 

Vio. 1 will answer you with gait and 
entrance. But we are prevented. 80 

Enter Olivia and Maria. 

Most excellent accomplish’d lady, the 
heavens rain odours on you ! 

Sir And. That youth’s a rare courtier— 
‘ Rain odours ' well! 

Vio. My matter hath no voice, lady, but 
to your own most pregnant and vouchsafed 
ear. 86 

Sir And. ‘ Odours ’, * pregnant ’, and 
‘ vouchsafed ’—I’ll get ’em all three all 
ready. «8 

OH. Let the garden door be shut, and 
leave me to my hearing. [Exeunt all but 
Olivia and Viola] Give me your hand, sir. 
Vio. My duty, madam, and most humble 
service. 92 

OIL What is your name ? 

Vio. Cesario is your servant’s name, fair 
Princess. 

OH. My servant, sir ! 'Twas never merry 
world 93 

Since lowly feigning was call’d compliment. 
Y'are servant to the Count Orsino, youth. 
Vio. And he is yours, and his must needs 
be yours; 
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Scene 1] 

Voar servant’s servant is your servant, 
madam, 

OIL For him, 1 think not on him ; for 
his thoughts, loo 

Would they were blanks rather than fill'd 
with me! 

Vio, Madam, I come to whet your gentle 
thoughts 
On his behalf. 

on. O, by your leave, I pray you : 
1 bade you never speak again of him ; 

But, would you undertake another suit, 105 
1 had rather hear you to solicit that 
Thin music from the spheres. 

Vio. Dear lady— 

Oli. Give me leave, beseech you. 1 did 
send. 

After the last enchantment you did here, 

A ring in chase of you ; so did I abuse no 
Myself, my servant, and, I fear me, you. 
Under your hard construction must I sit. 
To force that on you in a shameful cunning 
Which you knew none of yours. What 
might you think ? lu 

Have you not set mine honour at the stake, 
And baited it with all th’ unmuzzled 
thoughts 

That tyrannous heart can think ? To one of 
your receiving 

Enough is shown : a cypress, not a bosom. 
Hides my heart. So, let me hear you speak. 

Vio. I pity you. 

Oli. That’s a degree to love. 

Vio. No, not a grize; for ’tis a vulgar 
proof 121 

That very oft we pity enemies. 

Oli, Why, then, methinks 'tis time to 
smile again. 

O world, how apt the poor are to be proud ! 
If one should be a prey, how much the 
better 125 

To fall before the lion than the wolf! 

[Clock strikes. 

The clock upbraids me with the waste of 
time. 

Be not afraid, good youth; I will not have 
you ; 

And yet, when wit and youth is come to 
harvest. 

Your wife is like to reap a proper man. 130 
There lies your way, due west. 

Vvj. Then westward-ho! 

Grace and good disposition attend your 
ladyship! 

You’ll nothing, madam, to my lord by me ? 

OIL Stay. 134 

I prithee tell me what thou think’st of me. 

Vio, That you do think ycu are not what 
you are. 

Oli, If I think so, I think the same of you. 

Vio, Then think you right: I am not 
what I am. 

OIL I would you were a 1 w’ould have 
you be I 


Vio. Would it be better, madam, than 
I am ? 140 

I wish it might, for now I am your fool. 
OIL O, what a deal of scorn looks 
beautiful 

In the contempt and anger of his lip ! 

A murd’rous guilt shows not itself more 
soon 

Than love that would seem hid : love’s 
night is noon. 

Cesario, by the roses of the sprirg, 146 
By maidhood, honour, truth, and every 
thing, 

I love thee so that, maugre all thy pride. 
Nor wit nor reason can my passion hide. 
Do not extort thy reasons from this clause. 
For that I woo, thou therefore hast no 
cause; 

But rather reason thus with reason fetter : 
Love sought is good, but given unsought is 
better. 

Vio. By innocence 1 swear, and by my 
youth, 154 

I have one heart, one bosom, and one truth. 
And that no woman has ; nor never none 
Shall mistress be of it, save I alone. 

And so adieu, good madam ; never more 
Will I my master’s tears to you deplore. 
OIL Yet come again ; for thou perhaps 
mayst move i6o 

That heart which now abhors to like his 
love. [Exeunt. 

Scene ll. Olivia*s house. 

Enler Sm Toby, Sir Andrew, and Fae an. 

Sir And, No, faith, I'll not stay a jot 
longer. 

Sir To. Thy reason, dear venom, give thy 
reason. 

Fab. You must needs yield your reason, 
Sir Andrew. 

Sir And. Marry, I saw your niece do 
more favours to the Count’s servingman 
than ever she bestow’d upon me ; 1 saw’t 
i’ th’ oichard. 6 

Sir To. Did she sec thee the while, old 
boy ? Tell me that. 

Sir And. As plain as I sec you now. 9 
Fab. This was a great argument of love 
in her toward you. 

Sir And, 'Slight! will you make an ass 
o’ me ? 

Fab. I will prove it legitimate, sir, upon 
the oaths of judgment and reason. 

Sir To. And they have been grand- 
jurymen since before Noah was a sailor. 16 
Fab, She did show favour to the youth in 
your sight only to exasperate you, lo awake 
your dormouse valour, to put fire in your 
heart and brimstone in your liver. You 
should then have accosted her ; and with 
some excellent jests, fire-new from the 
mint, you should have bang’d the youth 
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into dumbness. This was look'd for at 
your hand, and this was baulk'd. The 
double gilt of this opportunity you let time 
wash off, and you are now sail'd into the 
north of my lady’s opinion ; where you wil 
hang like an icicle on a Dutchman’s beard 
unless you do redeem it by some laudable 
attempt either of valour or policy. 

Sir And, An't be any way, it must be 
with valour, for policy I hate; I had as 
lief be a Brownist as a politician. 

Sir To, Why, then, build me thy fortunes 
upon the basis of valour. Challenge me the 
Count’s youth to fight with him : hurt him 
in eleven places. My niece shall take note 
of it; and assure thyself there is no love- 
broker in the world can more prevail in 
man's commendation with woman than 
report of valour. s' 

Fab, There is no way but this. Sir 
Andrew. 

Sir And, Will either of you bear me a 
challenge to him ? 38 

Sir To, Go, write it in a martial hand ; be 
curst and brief; it is no matter how witty, 
so it be eloquent and full of invention. 
Taunt him with the license of ink ; if thou 
thou’st him some thrice, it shall not be 
amiss ; and as many lies as will lie in thy 
sheet of paper, although the sheet were big 
enough for the bed of Ware in England, 
set 'em down; go about it. Let there be 
gall enough in thy ink, though thou write 
with a goose-pen, no matter. About it. 47 
Sir And, Where shall 1 find you ? 

Sir To, We’ll call thee at the cubiculo. 
Go. [Exh Sir Andrew, 

Fab, This is a dear manakin to you. Sir 
Toby. 5^ 

Sir To, 1 have been dear to him, lad— 
some two thousand strong, or so. 

Fab, We shall have a rare letter from 
him ; but you’ll not deliver't ? 54 

Sir To, Never trust me then ; and by all 
means stir on the youth to an answer. 1 
think oxen and wainropes cannot hale them 
together. For Andrew, if he were open'd 
and you find so much blood in his liver as 
will clog the foot of a flea, I'll eat the rest 
of th’ anatomy. 

Fab, And his opposite, the youth, bears 
in his visage no great presage of cruelty. 61 

Enter Maria. 

Sir To, Look where the youngest wren 
of nine comes. 

Mar. If you desire the spleen, and will 
laugh yourselves into stitches, follow me. 
Yond gull Malvolio is turned heathen, a 
very renegado; for there is no Christian 
that means to be saved by believing rightly 
can ever believe such impossible passages 
of grossness. He’s in yellow stockings. 

Sir To. And cross-garter'd ? 69 
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Mar. Most villainously; like a pedant 
that keeps a school i’ th' church. 1 have 
dogg'd him like his murderer. He does 
obey every point of the letter that I 
dropp’d to betray him. He does smile his 
face into more lines than is in the new 
map with the augmentation of the Indies. 
You have not seen such a thing as 'tis; 
I can hardly forbear hurling things at him. 
I know my lady will strike him ; if she do, 
he'll smile and take't for a great favour. 77 

Sir To. Come, bring us, bring us where 
he is. [Exeunl. 

Scene III. A street. 

Enter Sebastian and Antonio. 

Seb. I would not by my will have 
troubled you ; 

But since you make your pleasure of your 
pains, 

I will no further chide you. 

Ant. I could not stay behind you: my 
desire, 

More sharp than filed steel, did spur me 
forth; 5 

And not all love to see you—though so 
much 

As might have drawn one to a longer 
voyage— 

But jealousy what might befall your travel. 
Being skilless in these parts; which to a 
stranger. 

Unguided and unfriended, often prove 10 
Rough and unhospitable. My willing love. 
The rather by these arguments of fear, 

Set forth in your pursuit. 

Seb. My kind Antonio, 

I can no other answer make but thanks, 
And thanks, and ever thanks; and oft 
good turns 15 

Are shuffl’d off with such uncurrent pay; 
But were my worth as is my conscience 
firm. 

You should find better dealing. What’s to 
do? 

Shall we go see the reliques of this 
town ? 

Arif. To-morrow, sir; best first go see 
your lodging. 

Seb. 1 am not weary, and 'tis long to 
night; 21 

1 pray you, let us satisfy our eyes 
With the memorials and the things of fame 
That do renown this city. 

Anf. Would you’d pardon me. 

1 do not without danger walk these streets: 
Once in a sea-fight 'gainst the Count his 
galleys 26 

1 did some service ; of such note, indeed, 
That, were I ta'en here, it would scarce be 
answer’d. 

Seb, Belike you slew great number of his 
people. 
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Scene 3] 

Ant Th' offence is not of such a bloody 
nature; 30 

Albeit the quality of the time and quarrel 
Might well have given us bloody argument. 
It might have since been answered in 
repaying 

What we took from them ; which, for 
traffic’s sake, 

Most of our city did. Only myself stood out*. 
For which, if I be lapsed in this place, 36 
1 shall pay dear. 

Seb, Do not then walk too open. 

Ant It doth not fit me. Hold, sir, here’s 
my purse; 

In the south suburbs, at the Elephant, 

Is best to lodge. I will bespeak our diet, 40 
Whiles you beguile the time and feed your 
knowledge 

With viewing of the town ; there shall you 
have me. 

Seb, Why I your purse ? 

Anf. Haply your eye shall light upon 
some toy 

You have desire to purchase; and your 
store, 45 

I think, is not for idle markets, sir. 

Seh. I’ll be your purse-bearer, and leave 
you for 
An hour. 

Anf. To th’ Elephant. 

Scb. I do remember. 

[Exeunt 

Scene IV. OVwia*s garden. 

Enter Olivia and Maria. 

OIL I have sent after him ; he says he’ll 
come. 

How shall I feast him ? What bestow of 
him ? 

For youth is bought more oft than begg’d 
or borrow’d, 

1 speak too loud. 

Where’s Malvolio ? He is sad and civil, 5 
And suits well for a servant with my 
fortunes. 

Where is Malvolio ? 

Mar. He's coming, madam ; but in very 
Strange manner. He is sure possess’d, 
madam. 

OIL Why, what’s the matter ? Does he 
rave ? 10 

Mar. No, madam, he does nothing but 
smile. Your ladyship were best to have 
some guard about you if he come; for 
sure the man is tainted in’s wits. 

OIL Go call him hither. [Exit Maria, 
I am as mad as he, 
If sad and merry madness equal be, 15 

Re-enter Maria with Malvolio. 

How now, Malvolio! 

Mol. Sweet lady, ho, ho* 

OIL Smil’st thou 7 


1 sent for thee upon a sad occasion. 19 
Mai. Sad, lady ? 1 could be sad. This 
does make some obstruction in the blood, 
this cross-gartering; but what of that ? 
If it please the eye of one, it is with me 
as the very true sonnet is : ‘ Please one and 
please all ’. 

OIL Why, how dost thou, man ? What 
is the matter with thee ? 25 

Mai. Not black in my mind, though 
yellow in my legs. It did come to his 
hands, and commands shall be executed. I 
think we do know the sweet Roman hand. 
on. Wilt thou go to bed, Malvolio 7 29 

Mat To bed ? Ay, sweetheart, and I’ll 
come to thee. 

OIL God comfort thee ! Why aost thou 
smile so, and kiss thy hand so oft ? 

Mar. How do you, Malvolio ? 

Mat At your request ? Yes. nightingales 
answer daws! 

Mar. Why appear you with this ridicu¬ 
lous boldness before my lady ? 36 

Mai. * Be not afraid of greatness.' ’Twas 
well writ. 

01 i. What mean’st thou by that, 
Malvolio ? 

Mai. * Some are born great,’— 

OIL Ha ? 40 

Mai. ‘ Some achieve greatness,’— 

Oli. What say’st thou ? 

Mat ‘ And some have greatness thrust 
upon them.’ 

Oil. Heaven restore thee ! 

Mat ' Remember who commended thy 
yellow stockings,’— 46 

OIL * Thy yellow stockings ' ? 

Mai. * And wish’d to sec thee cross- 
garter’d.’ 

OIL * Cross-garter’d ’ ? 

Mol. ‘ Go to, thou art made, if thou 
desir’st to be so ; ’— 

OIL Am I made ? 5» 

Mat * If not, let me see thee a servant 
still.’ 

OIL Why, this is very midsummer mad- 
ness. Servant. 

Ser, Madam, the young gentleman of the 
Count Orsino's is return’d ; I could hardly 
entreat him back; he attends your lady¬ 
ship's pleasure. 56 

OIL I’ll come to him. [Exil Scn»anl] 
Good Maria, let this fellow be look’d to. 
Where’s my cousin Toby ? Let some of my 
people have a special care of him ; 1 would 
not have him miscarry for the half of my 
dowry. [Exeunt Olivia and Maria. 

Mat O, ho 1 do you come near me now ? 
No worse man than Sir Toby to look to me ! 
This concurs directly with the letter: she 
sends him on purpose, that I may appear 
stubborn to him; for she incites me to 
that in the letter. ‘ Cast thy humble 
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slough ' says she. ‘ Be opposite with a 
kinsman, surly with servants; let thy 
tongue tang with arguments of state ; pu 
thyself into the trick of singularity ' and 
consequently sets down the manner how, 
as: a sad face, a reverend carriage, a slow 
tongue, in the habit of some sir of note, 
and so forth. I have lim’d her; but it is 
Jove’s doing, and Jove make me thankful 
And when she went away now—' Let thi; 
fellow be look’d to ‘ Fellow ’ not 
‘ Malvolio ’ nor after my degree, but 
‘ fellow '. Why, everything adheres to¬ 
gether, that no dram of a scruple, no scruple 
of a scruple, no obstacle, no incredulous or 
unsafe circumstance—What can be said ? 
Nothing that can be can come between me 
and the full prospect of my hopes. Well 
Jove, not I, is the doer of this, and he is 
to be thanked. 78 

Re-enter Maria, with Sir Toby and Fabian. 

Sir To. Which way is he, in the name of 
sanctity ? If all the devils of hell be drawn 
in little, and Legion himself possess'd him, 
yet I’ll speak to him. 81 

Fab. Here he is, here he is. How is't 
with you, sir ? 

Sir To. How is’t with you, man ? 

Mai. Go off; I discard you. Let me 
enjoy my private ; go off. 85 

Mar. Lo, how hollow the fiend speaks 
within him ! Did not 1 tell you ? Sir Toby, 
my lady prays you to have a care of him. 
Mai. Ah. ha ! does she so ? 89 

Sir To. Go to, go to ; peace, peace ; we 
must deal gently with him. Let me alone. 
How do you, Malvolio ? How is’t with you? 
What, man, defy the devil; consider, he's 
an enemy to mankind. 95 

Mai. Do you know what you say ? 

Mar. La you, an you speak ill of the 
devil, how he takes it at heart! Pray God 
he be not bewitch’d. 9f> 

Fab. Carry his water to th’ wise woman. 
Mar. Marry, and it shall be done to¬ 
morrow morning, if I live. My lady would 
not lose him for more than I’d say. 100 

Ma^ How now, mistress ! 

Mar. O Lord I 

Sir To. Prithee hold thy peace; this is 
not the way. Do you not see you move 
him ? Let me alone with him. 

Fab. No way but gentleness—gently, 
gently. The fiend is rough, and will not be 
roughly us'd. io6 

Sir To. Why, how now, my bawcock 1 
How dost thou, chuck ? 

Mol. Sir! 109 

Sir To. Ay, Biddy, come with me. What, 
man, 'tis not for gravity to play at cherry- 
pit with Satan. Hang him, foul collier! 

Mar. Get him to say his prayers, good 
Sir Toby, get him to pray. 
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Ma!. My prayers, minx ! 115 

Mar. No, 1 warrant you, he will not hear 
of godliness. 

Mai. Go, hang yourselves all! You are 
idle shallow things ; I am not of your 
element; you shall know more hereafter. 

[£xil. 

Sir To. Is’t possible ? J20 

Fab. If this were play'd upon a stage 
now, 1 could condemn it as an improbable 
fiction. 

Sir To. His very genius hath taken the 
infection of the device, man. 

Mar. Nay, pursue him now, lest the 
device take air and taint. 126 

Fab. Why, we shall make him mad 
indeed. 

Mar. The house will be the quieter. 

Sir To. Come, we’ll have him in a dark 
room and bound. My niece is already in 
the belief that he’s mad. We may carry 
it thus, for our pleasure and his penance, 
till our very pastime, tired out of breath, 
prompt us to have mercy on him ; at 
which time we will bring the device to the 
bar and crown thee for a finder of madmen. 
But see, but see. 135 

Enter Sir Andrew. 

Fab. More matter for a May morning. 
Sir And. Here’s the challenge ; read it. I 
warrant there’s vinegar and pepper in't. 
Fab. Is’t so saucy ? 

Sir And. Ay, is’t, I warrant him ; do but 
read. 140 

Sir To. Give me. [Reads] ‘ Youth, what¬ 
soever thou art, thou art but a scurvy 
fellow.’ 

Fab. Good and valiant. 

Sir To. [Reads] ‘ Wonder not, nor admire 
not in thy mind, why I do call thee so, for 
I will show thee no reason for't.' 145 
Fab. A good note ; that keeps you from 
the blow of the law. 

Sir To. [Reads] ' Thou com’st to the 
Lady Olivia, and in my sight she uses thee 
kindly ; but thou best in thy throat; that 
is not the matter 1 challenge thee for.’ 150 
Fab. Very brief, and to exceeding good 
sense—less. 

Sir To. [Reads] ‘ I will waylay thee going 
home; w^here if it be thy chance to kiU 
me ’— 

Fab. Good. 

Sir To. ‘ Thou kill’st me like a rogue and 
a villain.’ 155 

Fab. Still you keep o’ th’ windy side of 
the law. Good! 

Sir To. [Reads] ‘ Fare thee well; and 
God have mercy upon one of our souls ! 
He may have mercy upon mine; but my 
hope is better, and so look to thyself. Thy 
friend, as thou usest him, and thy sworn 
enemy, Andrew Aguecheek/ 
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If this letter move him not, his legs cannot, 
ril give’t him. i »3 

Mar. You may have very fit occasion 
for't; he is now in some commerce with my 
lady, and will by and by depart. 

Sir To. Go, Sir Andrew ; scout me for 
him at the corner of the orchard, like a 
bum-baily ; so soon as ever thou seest 
him. draw ; and as thou draw’st, swear 
horrible ; for it comes to pass oft that a 
terrible oath, with a swaggering accent 
sharply twang’d off, gives manhood more 
approbation than ever proof itself would 
have earn’d him. Away. 173 

Sir And. Nay, let me alone for swearing. 

lExif. 

Sir To. Now will not 1 deliver his letter; 
for the behaviour of the young gentleman 
gives him out to be of good capacity and 
breeJing; his employment between his 
lord and my niece confirms no less. There¬ 
fore this letter, being so excellently 
ignorant, will breed no terror in the youth : 
he will find it comes from a clodpo’.e. But, 
sir, I will deliver his challenge by word of 
mouth, set upon Aguecheek a notable 
report of valour, and drive the gentleman 
—as I know his youth will aptly receive 
it—into a most hideous opinion of his rage, 
skill, fury, and impetuosity. This will Sv) 
fright them l)oth that they will kill one 
another by the look, like cockatrices. 

Re-enier Olivia, with Viola. 

Fab. Here he comes with your niece ; 
give them way till h:j take leave, and 
presently after him, 

Sir To. I will meditate the while upon 
some horrid message for a challenge. 100 
[Exeunt Sir Toby, Fabian, and Maria. 
OH. 1 have said too much unto a heart 
of stone. 

And laid mine honour too unchary out; 
There’s something in me that reproves my 
fault; 

But such a headstrong potent fault it is 
That it but mocks reproof. 195 

Vio. With the same haviour that your 
passion bears 

Goes on my master’s griefs ; 
on. Here, wear this jewel for me; 'tis 
my picture. 

Refuse it not; it hath no tongue to vex you. 
And I beseech you come again to-morrow. 
What shall you ask of me that I'll deny, 201 
That honour sav’d may upon asking give ? 
Vio. Nothing but this—your true love for 
my master. 

OH. How with mine honour may 1 give 
him that 

Which 1 have given to you ? 

Vio. I will acquit you. 305 

OIL Well, come again to-morrow. Fare 
thee well; 


A fiend like thee might bear my soul to 
hell. [Exit. 

Re-enter Sir Toby and Fabian. 

Sir To. Gentleman, God save thee. 

Vio. And you, sir. 209 

Sir To. That defence thou hast, betake 
thee to’t. Of what nature the wrongs are 
thou hast done him, I know not; but thy 
intercepter, full of despite, bloody as the 
hunter, attends thee at the orchard end. 
Dismount thy tuck, be yare in thy prepara¬ 
tion, for thy assailant is quick, skilful, and 
deadly. 215 

Vio. You mistake, sir ; I am sure no man 
hath any quarrel to me ; my remembrance 
is very free and clear from any image of 
offence done to any man, 218 

Sir To. You’ll find it otherwise, 1 assure 
you ; therefore, if you hold your life at any 
price, betake you to your guard ; for your 
opposite hath in him what youth, strength, 
skill, and wrath, can furnish man withal. 222 
Vio. I pray you, sir, what is he ? 

Sir To. He is knight, dubb’d with 
unhatch’d rapier and on carpet considera¬ 
tion ; but he is a devil in private brawd. 
Souls and bodies hath he divorc'd three ; 
and his incensement at this moment is so 
implacable that satisfaction can be none 
but by pangs of death and sepulchre. Hob¬ 
nob is his word—give’t or take’t. 229 
Vio. I will return again into the house 
and desire some conduct of the lady. 1 am 
no fighter. I have heard of some kind of 
men that put quarrels purposely on others 
to taste their valour; belike this is a man 
of that quirk. 233 

Sir To. Sir, no ; his indignation derives 
itself out of a very competent injury ; 
therefore, get you on and give him his 
desire. Back you shall not to the house, 
unless you undertake that with me which 
with as much safety you might answer 
him ; therefore on, or strip your sw'ord 
stark naked ; for meddle you must, that’s 
certain, or forswear to wear iron about 
you. 

Vio. This is as uncivil as strange. I 
beseech you do me this courteous office as 
to know of the knight what my offence to 
him is : it is something of my negligence, 
nothing of my purpose. 244 

Sir To. 1 will do so. Signior Fabian, stay 
you by this gentleman till my return. 

IHxii Sir Toby. 
Vio, Pray you, sir, do you know of this 
matter ? 

Fab. I know the knight is incens’d 
against you, even to a mortal arbitrement; 
but nothing of the circumstance more. 250 
Vio. I beseech you, what manner of man 
is he ? 

Fab. Nothing of that wonderful promise, 

3^7 
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to read him by his form, as you are like to 
find him in the proof of his valour. He is 
indeed, sir, the most skilful, b’oxiy, and 
fatal opposite that you could poisibly have 
found in any part of Illyria; Will you walk 
towards him ? I will make your peace with 
him if I can, 257 

Vio. I shall be much bound to you for't. 
I am one that would rather go with sir 
priest than sir knight. 1 care not who 
knows so much of my mettle. [Exeunt, 

Re-enter Sir Toby with Sir Andrew. 

Sir To. Why, man, he’s a very devil; I 
have not seen such a firago. I had a pass 
with him, rapier, scabbard, and all, and he 
gives me the stuck in with such a mortal 
motion that it is inevitable; and on the 
answer, he pays you as surely as your feet 
hit the ground they step on. They say he 
has been fencer to the Sophy, 2M 

Sir And, Pox on’t, Til not meddle with 
him. 

Sir To, Ay, but he will not now be 
pacified; Fabian can scarce hold him 
yonder. 269 

Sir And. Plague on’t; an I thought he 
had been valiant, and $0 cunning in fence, 
I’d have seen him damn’d ere I’d have 
challeng’d him. Let him let the matter 
slip, and I’ll give him my horse, grey 
Capilet. 273 

Sir To, I’ll make the motion. Stand 
here, make a good show on’t; this shall 
end without the perdition of souls. [AsideJ 
Marry, I’ll ride your horse as well as I ride 
you. 270 

Re-enter Fabian and Viola. 

[To Fabian] I have his horse to take up the 
quarrel; I have persuaded him the youth’s 
a devil. 

Fab. [To Sir Toby] He is as horribly 
conceited of him; and pants and looks pale, 
as if a bear were at his heels. 280 

Sir To. [To Viola] There’s no remedy, sir: 
he will fight with you for’s oath sake. 
Marry, he hath better bethought him of his 
quarrel, and he finds that now scarce to be 
worth talking of. Therefore draw for the 
supportance of his vow; he protests he 
will not hurt you. 285 

Vio. [AsideJ Pray God defend me! A 
little thing would make me tell them how 
much I lack of a man. 287 

Fab, Give ground if you see him furious. 
Sir To, Come, Sir Andrew, there’s no 
remedy; the gentleman will, for his 
honour’s sake, have one bout with you ; he 
cannot by the duello avoid it; but he has 
promis’d me, as he is a gentleman and a 
soldier, he will not hurt you. Come on; to’t. 
Sir And. Pray God he keep his oath! 1 

[They draw. 1 


Enter Antonio. 

Vio, I do assure you ’tis against my will. 
Ant. Put up your sword. If this young 
gentleman 296 

Have done offence, I take the fault on me : 
If you offend him, I for him defy you. 

Sir To. You, sir I Why, what are you ? 
Ant. One, sir, that for his love dares yet 
do more 

Than you have heard him brag to you he 
will. 301 

Sir To. Nay, if you be an undertaker, I 
am for you, ['/’hey draw. 

Enter Officers. 

Fab. O good Sir Toby, hold 1 Here come 
the officers. 

Sir To, [To Antonio] I’ll be with you 
anon. 

Vio, Pray, sir, put your sword up, if you 
please. 303 

Sir And, Marry, will I, sir ; and for that 
I promis’d you. I’ll be as good as my word. 
He will bear you easily and reins well. 

1 Off. This is the man ; do thy office. 

2 Off. Antonio, I arrest thee at the suit 

Of Count Orsino. in 

Ant, You do mistake me, sir. 

1 Off, No, sir, no jot; 1 know your 

favour well, 

Though now you have no sea<ap on your 

head. 314 

Take him away; he knows I know him well. 
Ant, 1 must obey. [To Viola] This comes 
with seeking you; 

But there's no remedy; 1 shall answer it. 
What will you do, now my necessity 
Makes me to ask you for my purse ? It 

grieves me 

Much more for what I cannot do for you 3*0 
Than what befalls myself. You stand 
amaz’d ; 

But be of comfort. 

2 Off, Come, sir, away. 

Ant. I must entreat of you some of that 
money. 

Vio, What money, sir ? 3^5 

For the fair kindness you have show’d i^e 
here, 

And part being prompted by your present 
trouble. 

Out of my lean and low ability 
I’ll lend you something. My having is not 
much; 329 

I’ll make division of my present with you ; 
Hold, there’s half my coffer. 

Ant. Will you deny me now ? 

Is’t possible that my deserts to you 
Can lack persuasion ? Do not tempt my 
misery. 

Lest that it make me so unsound a man 
As to upbraid you with those kindnesses 
That 1 have done for you. 
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Vio* I know of none. 

Nor know I you by voice or any feature. 

I hate ingratitude more in a man 3 
Than lying, vainness, babbling drunken¬ 
ness, 

Or any taint of vice whose strong corrup¬ 
tion 

Inhabits our frail blood. 

Ant, O heavens themselves ! 

2 Off, Come, sir, 1 pray you go. 

Ant, Let me speak a little, llus youth 
that you see here 

1 snatch'd one half out of the jaws of 
death, 

Reliev’d him with such sanctity of love, 345 
And to his image, which methought did 
promise 

Most venerable worth, did I devotion, 

1 Off, What’s that to us ? The time goes 
by; away. 

AnL But, O, how vile an idol proves this 
god ! 

Thou hast, Sebastian, done good feature 
shame. 350 

In nature there’s no blemish but the mind : 
None can be call’d deform’d but the un¬ 
kind. 

Virtue is beauty ; but the beauteous evil 
Are empty trunks, o’erflourish'd by the 
devil. 

1 Off. The man grows mad. Away with 
him. Coue, come, sir. 355 

Ani. Lead me on. [Exit with Officers. 
Vio. Methinks his words do from such 
passion fly 

That he believes himself; so do not 1 . 35« 
Prove true, imagination, O, prove true. 
That I, dear brother, be now ta’en for you ! 

Sir To. Come hither, knight; come 
hither, Fabian ; we'll whisper o'er a couplet 
or two of most sage saws. 

Vio. He nam’d Sebastian. I ray brother 
know 

Yet living in my glass; even such and so 
In favour was my brother; and he went 3<’3 
Still in this fashion, colour, ornament. 

For him I imitate. O, if it prove. 

Tempests are kind, and salt waves fresh in 
love! {Exit. 

Sir To. A very dishonest paltry boy, and 
more a coward than a hare. His dishonesty 
appears in leaving his friend here in 
necessity and denying him; and for his 
cowardship, ask Fabian. 372 

Fab. X coward, a most devout coward, 
religious ii it. 

Sir And. 'Slid, I’ll after him again and 
beat him. 

Sir To. Do ; cuff him soundly, but never 
draw thy sword. 376 

Sir And* An 1 do not— [Exit, 

Fab, Come, let's see the event. 

Sir To. I dare lay any money ’twill be 
nothing yet, lExeunt. 


ACT FOUR 

Scene 1. Before Olivia's house. 

Enter Sebastian and Clown. 

Clo, Will you make me believe that 1 am 
not sent for you ? 

Seb. Go to, go to, thou art a foolish 
fellow ; let me be clear of thee, 4 

Clo. Well held out, i’ faith ! No, 1 do not 
know you *, nor I am not sent to you by 
my lady, to bid you come speak with her ; 
nor your name is not Master Cesario ; nor 
this is not my nose neither. Nothing that 
is so is so. 

Seb. I prithee vent thy folly somewhere 
else. 

Thou know'st not me. u> 

Clo. Vent my folly I He has heard that 
word of some great man, and now applies 
It to a fool. Vent my folly I I am afraid 
this great lubber, the world, will prove a 
cockney. I prithee now, ungird thy strange¬ 
ness, and tell me what I shall vent to my 
lady. Shall I vent to her that thou art 
coming ? j 6 

Seb, I prithee, foolish Greek, depart from 
me; 

There’s money for thee; if you tarry 
longer 

I shall give worse payment. 

Clo. By my troth, thou hast an open 
hand. These wise men that give fools 
money get themselves a good report— 
after fourteen years' purchase. 

Enter Sir Andrew, Sir Toby, and Fabian. 

Sir And. Now, sir, have 1 met you again ? 
[Sfriking Sebastian] There’s for you. 

Seb. Why, there’s for thee, and there, 
and there, 25 

Are all the people mad ? 

Sir To. Hold, sir, or I'll throw your 
dagger o’er the house. [Holding Sebastian. 

Clo. This will I tell my lady straignt. I 
would not be in some of your coats for 
two-pence. [Exit. 30 

Sir To. Come on, sir ; hold. 

Sir And. Nay, let him alone. I'll go 
another way to work with him ; I’ll have 
an action of battery against him, if there 
be any law in Illyria ; though 1 struck him 
first, yet it’s no matter for that. 3!i 

Seb. Let go thy hand. 

Sir To. Come, sir, I will not let you go. 
Come, my young soldier, put up your iron; 
you are well flesh’d. Come on. 39 

Seb. I will be free from thee. What 
wouldst thou now ? 

If thou dar’st tempt me further, draw thy 
sword. [Draics. 

Sir To. What, what ? Nay. then I must 
have an ounce or two of this malapert 
blood from you. [Drates. 

369 



TWELFTH NIGHT 


Enter Olivia. 

0 /i. Hold, Toby ; on thy life, I charge 
thee hold. 

Sir To. Madam ! 45 

OIL Will it be ever thus ? Ungracious 
wretch, 

Fit for the mountains and the barbarous 
caves, 

Where manners ne’er were preach'd ! Out 
of my sight! 

Be not offended, dear Cesario— 

Rudesby, be gone I 

[Exeunt Sir Toby, Sir Andrew, and Fabian. 

I prithee, gentle friend, 
Let thy fair wisdom, not thy passion, sway 
In this uncivil and unjust extent 
Against thy peace. Go with me to my 
house. 

And hear thou there how many fruitless 
pranks 

This ruffian hath botch’d up, that thou 
thereby 55 

Mayst smile at this. Thou shalt not choose 
but go; 

Do not deny. Beshrew his soul for me! 

He started one poor heart of mine in thee. 
vSe!^. What relish is in this ? How runs 
the stream ? 

Or 1 am mad, or else this is a dream. 

Let fancy still my sense in Lethe steep; 

If it be thus to dream, still let me sleep! 
OIL Nay, come, I prithee. Would 
thou’dst be rul'd by me I 
Seh. Madam, I will. 

OIL O, say so, and so be I 

lExeunt. 

Scene II. Olivia*s house. 

Enter Maria and Clown. 

Mar. Nay, I prithee, put on this gown 
and this beard ; make him believe thou art 
Sir Topas the curate ; do it quickly. I'll 
call Sir Toby the whilst. [Exit. 

Clo. Well, I’ll put it on, and I will 
dissemble myself in't; and I would I were 
the first that ever dissembled in such a 
gown. I am not tall enough to become the 
function well nor lean enough to be 
thought a good student; but to be said 
an honest man and a good housekeeper 
goes as fairly as to say a careful man and 
a great scholar. The competitors enter, jo 

Enter Sir Toby and Maria. 

Sir To. Jove bless thee. Master Parson. 
Clo. Bon >s dies. Sir Toby ; for as the old 
hermit of Prague, that never saw pen and 
ink, very wittily said to a niece of King 
Gorboduc ‘ That that is is ’; so 1 , being 
Master Parson, am Master Parson; for 
what is ’ that ’ but that, and ' is ' but is ? . 
Sir To. To him, Sir Topas. 17 i 
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Clo. What ho, I say! Peace in this 
prison ! 

Sir To. The knave counterfeits well; a 
good knave. 

Mai. [Within] Who calls there ? 20 

Clo. Sir Topas the curate, who comes to 
visit Malvolio the lunatic. 

Mai. Sir Topas, Sir Topas, good Sir 
Topas, go to my lady. 

Clo. Out, hyperbolical fiend! How 
\ exest thou this man! Talkest thou nothing 
but of ladies ? 26 

Sir To. Well said. Master Parson. 

Mai. Sir Topas, never was man thus 
wronged. Good Sir J’opas, do not think I 
am mad ; they have laid me here in hideous 
darkness. 30 

Clo. Fie, thou dishonest Satan ! I call 
thee by the most modest terms, for I am 
one of those gentle ones that will use the 
devil himself with courtesy. Say'st thou 
that house is dark ? 

Mol. As hell, Sir Topas. 35 

Clo. Why, it hath bay windows trans¬ 
parent as barricaJoes, and the clerestories 
toward the south north are as lustrous as 
ebony; and yet complainest thou of 

obstruction ? 

Mai. I am not mad. Sir Topas. I say to 
you this house is dark. 40 

Clo. Madman, thou errest. I say there is 
no darkness but ignorance ; in which thou 
art more puzzled than the Egyptians in 
their tog. 43 

Mai. I say this house is as dark as 
ignorance, though ignorance were as dark 
as hell; and I say there was never man 
thus abus'd. I am no more mad than you 
are ; make the trial of it in any constant 
question. 

Clo. What is the opinion of Pythagoras 
concerning wild fowl ? 49 

Mai. That the soul of our grandam 
might haply inhabit a bird. 

Clo. What think'st thou of his opinion ? 
Mai. I think nobly of the soul, and no 
way approve his opinion. 54 

Clo. Fare thee well. Remain thou still 
in darkness : thou shalt hold th' opinion 
of Pythagoras ere I will allow of thy wits ; 
and fear to kill a woodcock, lest thou 
dispossess the soul of thy grandam. Fare 
thee well. 

Mv^l. Sir Topas, Sir Topas ! 

Sir To. My most exquisite Sir Topas I 60 
Clo. Nay, I am for all waters. 

Mar. Thou mightst have done this 
without thy beard and gown : he sees thee 
not. 63 

Sir To. To him in thine own voice, and 
luring me word how thou find’st liim. 1 
would we were well rid of this knavery. 
If he may be conveniently deliver’d, I 
w'ould he were; for 1 am now so far in 
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oifencc with my niece that I cannot pun u 
with any safety this sport to the upshot. 
Come by and by to my chamber. 

[Exeiinl Sir Toby and Maria. 

Clo. [Stngsl Hey, Robin, jolly Robin, 

1 ell me how thy lady does. 

Mai. Fool ’. 

Clo. [Sings] My lady is unkind, perdy. 

Mai. F-'ool! 

Clo. ISings] Alas, why is she so ? 7 

Mai. Fool 1 say ! 

Clo. [Sings] She loves another—Who 
calls, ha ? 

Mai. Good fool, as ever thou wilt deserve 
well at my hand, help me to a candle, and 
pen, ink, and paper ; as I am a gentleman. 
1 will live to be thankful to thee for't. 

Clo. Master Malvolio ? 

Mai. Ay, good fool. 

Clo. Alas, sir, how fell you besides your 
five wits ? 

Mai. Fool, there was never man so 
notoriously abus'd ; 1 am as well in mv 
wits, fool, as thou art. ^ 

Clo. But as well ? Then you are ma^ 
indeed, if you be no better in your wits 
than a fool. 

Mai. They have here propertied me 
keep me in darkness, send ministers to me, 
asses, and do all they can to face me out 
of my wits. 9^ 

Clo. Advise you what you say: the 
minister is here. [Speaking as Sir To pas] 
Malvolio, Malvolio, thy wits the heaven? 
restore! Endeavour thyself to sleep, and 
leave thy vain bibble-babble. 

Mai. Sir Topas ! 01 

Clo. Maintain no words with him, good 
fellow.—Who, I, sir ? Not I, sir. God buy 
you, good Sir Topas.—Marry, amen,—I 
will, sir, 1 will. 

Mai. Foal, fool, fool, I say! 

Clo. Alas, sir, be patient. What say you, 
sir ? I am shent for speaking to you. 

Mai. Good fool, help me to some light 
and some paper. I tell thee 1 am as wel» in 
my wits as any man in Illyria. 

Clo. Well-a-day that you were, sir! 104 

Mai. By this hand, I am. Good fool, 
some ink, paper, and light; and convey 
what 1 will set down to my lady. It shall 
advantage thee more than ever the bearing 
of letter did. 

Clo. I will help you toT. But tell me 
true, are you not mad indeed, or do yoi. 
but counterfeit ? 

Mai. Believe me, 1 am not; 1 tell thee 
true. 

Clo. Nay, I'll ne'er believe a madman till 
I see his brains. 1 will fetch you light and 
paper and ink. 

Mai. Fool, I’ll requite it in the highest 
degree; I prithee be gone. 115 


Clo. [Singmg) 

I am gone, sir, 

And anon, sir. 

I’ll be with you again, 

In a trice, 

Like to the old Vice, 125 

Your need to sustain ; 

Who with dagger of lath. 

In his rage and his wrath. 

Cries, Ah, ha ! to the devil; 
Like a mad lad, 125 

Pare thy nails, dad. 

Adieu, goodman devil. 

[Exit 

Scene III. Olwia*s garden. 

Enter Sebastian. 

Seb. This is the air ; that is the glorious 
sun ; 

This pearl she gave me. 1 do feel't and see't; 
And though 'tis wonder that enwraps me 
thus. 

Yet 'tis not madness. Where’s Antonio, 
then ? 

I could not find him at the Elephant; 5 

Yet there he was ; and there I found this 
credit. 

That he did range the town to seek me out. 
His ccunscl now might do me golden service; 
For though my soul disputes well with my 
sense 

That this may be some error, but no 
madness, 10 

Yet doth this accident and flood of fortune 
So far exceed all instance, all discourse, 
l hat 1 am ready to distrust mine eyes 
And wrangle with my reason, that persuades 
me 

To any other trust but that I am mad, 15 
Or else the lady's mad ; yet if 'twere so. 
She couid not sway her house, command 
her followers. 

Take and give back affairs and their 
dispatch 

With such a smooth, discreet, and stable 
bearing, 

As I perceive she does. There's something 
in't 20 

That is deccivable. But here the lady 
comes. 

Enter Olivia and Priest. 

OJf. Blame not this haste of mine. If you 
mean well. 

Now go with me and with this holy man 
Into the chantry by ; there, before him 
And underneath that consecrated roof, 25 
Plight me the full assurance of your faith. 
That my most jealous and too doubtful soul 
May live at peace. He shall conceal it 
Whi es you are willing it shall come to note. 
What time we will our celwL’fation keep 30 
According to my birth. What do you say ? 
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Seb. I'll follow this good man, and go 
with you; 

And, having sworn truth, ever will be true 

OIL Then lead the way, good father ; and 
heavens so shine 34 

That they may fairly note this act of mine 

[Exeunl 

ACT FIVE. 

Scene I. Before Olivia*s house. 

Enter Clown and Fabian. 

Fab, Now, as thou lov’st me, let me see 
his letter. 

Clo. Good Master Fabian, grant me 
another request. 

Fab, Anything. 

Clo. Do not desire to see this letter. 

Fab, This is to give a dog, and in recom¬ 
pense desire my dog again. (> 

Enter Duke, Viola, Curio and Lords. 

Duke, Belong you to the Lady Olivia, 
friends ? 

Clo. Ay, sir, wc are some of her trappings. 

Duke, I know thee well. How dost thou, 
my good fellow ? 

Clo, Truly, sir, the better for my foes 
and the worse for my friends. 

Duke, Just the contrary : the better for 
thy friends. 

Clo, No, sir, the worse. 

Duke, How can that be ? 14 

Clo. Marry, sir, they praise me and make 
an ass of me. Now my foes tell me plainly 
I am an ass ; so that by my foes, sir, I 
profit in the knowledge of myself, and by 
my friends I am abused ; so that, con¬ 
clusions to be as kisses, if your four 
negatives make your two affirmatives, why 
then, the worse for my friends and the 
better for my foes. ao 

Duke. Why, this is excellent. 

Clo, By my troth, sir, no ; though it 
please you to be one of my friends. 

Duke, Thou shalt not be the worse for 
me. There’s gold. 

Clo, But that it would be double-dealing, 
sir, 1 would you could make it another. ^0 

Duke, O, you give me ill counsel. 

Clo. Put your grace in your pocket, sir, 
for this once, and let your flesh and blood 
obey it. 

Duke, Well, I will be so much a sinner to 
be a double-dealer. There’s another. 31 

Clo, Prime, seciindo, tertio, is a good 
play; and the old saying is ' The third 
pays for all \ The triplex, sir, is a good 
tripping measure; or the bells of Saint i 
Bennet, sir, may put you in mind—one, 
two, three. 35 

Duke, You can fool no more money out 
of me at this throw ; if you will let your 

37 ^ 


[Act 5 

lady know I am here to speak with her, 
and bring her along with you, it may 
awake my bounty further. 39 

Clo, Marry, sir, lullaby to your bounty 
till 1 come again. 1 go, sir; but I would 
not have you to think that my desire of 
having is the sin of covetousness. But, as 
you say. sir, let your bounty take a nap ; 
I will awake it anon. [Exii. 

Enter Antonio and Officers. 

Vio. Here comes the man, sir, that did 
rescue me. 

Duke, That face of his 1 do remember 

well; 45 

Yet when I saw it last it was besmear’d 
As black as Vulcan in the smoke of war. 

A baubling vessel was he captain of, 

For shallow draught and bulk unprizable. 
With which such scathful grapple did he 
make 

With the most noble bottom of our fleet 
That very envy and the tongue of loss 
Cried fame and honour on him. What's the 
matter ? 

1 Off, Orsin', this is that Antonio 
That t0v3k the Phoenix and her fraught from 
Candy; 55 

And this is he that did the Tiger board 
When your young nephew litus lost his 
leg. 

Here in the streets, desperate of shame and 
state. 

In private brabble did we apprehend him. 

Vio. He did me kindness, sir; drew on 
my side; 60 

But in conclusion put strange speech upon 
me. 

I know not what ’twas but distraction. 

Duke, Notable pirate, thou salt-water 
thief! 

What foolish boldness brought thee to their 
mercies 

Whom thou, in terms so bloody and so dear. 
Hast made thine enemies ? 

Ant. Orsino, noble sir, 66 

Be pleas’d that 1 shake off these names you 
give me: 

Antonio never yet was thief or pirate, 
Though I confess, on base and ground 
enough, 

Orsino’s enemy. A witchcraft drew me 
hither: 70 

That most ingrateful boy there by your 
side 

From the rude sea’s enrag’d and foamy 
mouth 

Did I redeem ; a wreck past hope he was. 
His life I gave him, and did thereto add 
My love without retention or restraint, 75 
All his in dedication; for his sake, 

Did I expose myself, pure for his love, 

Into the danger of this adverse town; 

Drew to defend him when he was beset; 
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Where being apprehended, his false 
cunning, 

Not meaning to partake with me in danger. 
Taught him to face me out of his acquaint¬ 
ance, 

And grew a twenty years removed thing 
While one would wink ; denied me mine 
own purse. 

Which 1 had recommended to his use 85 
Not half an hour before. 

Vio. How can this be ? 

Duke. When came he to this town ? 

Ani. To-day, my lord ; and for three 
months before. 

No inf rim, not a minute*s vacancy, 89 
Both day and night did we keep company. 

Enter Olivia and Attendants. 

Duke, Here comes the Countess; now 
heaven walks on earth. 

But for thee, fellow—feUow, thy words are 
madness. | 

Three months this youth hath tended upon! 
me— 

But more of that anon. Take him aside. 

OIL What would my lord, but that he 
may not have, 

Wherein Olivia may .seem serviceable ? 90 
Cesario, you do not keep promise with me. 

Vio, Madam ? 

Duke, Gracious Olivia— 

OIL What do you say, Cesario ? Good 1 
my lord— j 

Vio. My lord would speak; my dutyi 
hushes me. 101 

Oli, If it be aught to the old tune, my 
lord. 

It is as fat and fulsome to mine ear 
As howling after music. 

Duke, Still so cruel ? 

OIL Still so constant, lord. 105 

Duki. What, to perverseness ? You un¬ 
civil lady, 

To whose ingrate and unauspicious altars 
My soul the faithfull’st off’rings hath 
breath’d out 

That e’er devotion tender’d! What shall 
Ido? 

OIL Even what it please my lord, that 
shall become him. 

Duke, Why should 1 not, had I the heart 
to do it, 

Like to the Egyptian thief at point of 
death. 

Kill what I love ?—a savage jealousy 
That sometime savours nobly. But hear 
me this: 114 

Since you to non-regardance cast my faith. 
And that I partly know the instrument 
That screws me from my true place in your 
favour, 

Live you the marble-breasted tyrant still; 
But this your minion, whom 1 know you 
love, 


And whom, by heaven I swear, 1 tender 
dearly, 120 

Him will 1 tear out of that cruel eye 
Where he sits crowned in his master’s spite. 
Come, boy, with me ; my thoughts are ripe 
in mischief: 

I'll sacrifice the lamb that 1 do love 
To spite a raven's heart within a dove. 125 
Vio. And 1 , most jocund, apt, and will- 

ingly» 

To do you rest, a thousand deaths would die. 
OIL Where goes Cesario ? 

Vio, After him I love 

More than 1 love these eyes, more than 
my life. 

More, by all mores, than e'er I shall love 
wife. 130 

If I do feign, you witnesses above 
Punish my life for tainting of my love ! 

OIL Ay me, detested! How am I 
beguil’d! 

Vio, Who docs beguile you ? Who does 
do you wrong ? 

OIL Hast thou forgot thyself ? Is it so 
long ? J35 

Call forth the holy father. 

[Exit an Attendant, 
Duke. Come, away ! 

Oli, Whither, my lord ? Cesario, husband, 
stay. 

Duke, Husband ? 

OIL Ay, husband ; can he that deny ? 
Duke, Her husband, sirrah ? 

Vio, No, my lord, not I. 

Oli, Alas, it is the baseness of thy fear 140 
That makes thee strangle thy propriety. 
Fear not, Cesario, take thy fortunes up; 
Be that thou know’st thou art, and then 
thou art 

As great as that thou fear’st. 

Enter Priest. 

O, welcome, father! 
Father, I charge thee, by thy reverence, 145 
Here to unfold—though lately we intended 
To keep in darkness what occasion now 
Reveals before 'tis ripe—uhat thou dost 
know 

Hath newly pass’d between this youth and 
me. 149 

Priest. A contract of eternal bond of love. 
Confirm’d by mutual joinder of your hands. 
Attested by the holy close of lips, 
Strength’ncd by interchangement of your 
rings; 

And all the ceremony of this compact 154 
Seal’d in my function, by my testimony ; 
Since when, my watch hath to^d me, toward 
my grave, 

I have travell’d but two hours. 

Duke. O thou dissembling cub! What 
wilt thou be, jss 

When time hath sow’d a grizzle on thy case? 
Or will not else thy craft so quickly grow 
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That thine own trip shall be thine over¬ 
throw ? 

Farewell, and take her ; but direct thy feet 
Where thou and 1 henceforth may never 
meet. 

Vio. My lord, I do protest— 

Oil. O, do not swear ! 

Hold little faith, though thou has too much 
fear. 165 

Enter Sir Andrew. 

Sir And, For the love of God, a surgeon ! 
Send one pre e.itly to Sir Toby. 

OIL What's the matter ? 

Sir And, Has broke my head across, and 
has given Sir Toby a bloody coxcomb too. 
For the love of God, your help I I had 
rather than forty pound 1 were at home. 171 
Oli, Who has done this, Sir Andrew ? 
Sir And. The Count’s gentleman, one 
Cesario. We took him for a coward, but he's 
the very devil incardinate. 

Duke, My gentleman, Cesario ? 175 

Sir And. OJ’s lifelings, here he is ! You 
broke my head for nothing ; and that that 
I did, I was set on to do't by Sir Toby. 
Vio. Why do you speak to me ? I never 
hurt you. 

You drew your sword upon me without 
cause; 

But I bespake you fair and hurt you not. 
Enter Sir Toby and Clown. 

Sir And. If a bloody coxcomb be a hurt, 
you have hurt me; I think you set 
nothing by a bloody coxcomb. Here comes 
Sir Toby halting; you shall hear more; 
but if he had not been in drink, he would 
have tickl’d you othergates than he did. iS 6 
Duke. How now, gentleman ? How is’t 
with you ? 

Sir To. That’s all one ; has hurt me, and 
there's th' end on’t. Sot, didit see Dick 
Surgeon, sot ? 

Clo. Op he's drunk, Sir Toby, an hour 
agone; his eyes were set at eight i' th' 
morning. 191 

Sir To. Then he's a rogue and a passy 
measures pavin. 1 hate a drunken rogue. 

Oli. Away with him. Who hath made 
this havoc with them ? ros 

Sir And. I’ll help you. Sir Toby, because 
we'll be dress’d together. 

Sir To. Will you help—an ass-head and 
a coxcomb and a knave, a thin fac’d knave, 
a gull ? 

OIL Get him to bed, and let his hurt be 
look’d to. 2 (xt 

lExeunt Clown, Fabian, Sir Toby, 
and Sir Andrew 

Enter Sebastian. 

Seh. I am sorry, madam, I have hurt 
your kinsman; 


[Act 5 

Bat, had it been the brother of my blood, 
1 must have done no less with wit and 
safety. 

You throw a strange regard upon me, and 
by that 

1 do perceive it hath offended you. *05 
Pardon me, sweet one, even for the vows 
We made each other but so late «igo. 

Duke. One face, one voice, one habit, and 
two persons! 

A natural perspective, that is and is not. 

Seb, Antonio, O my dear Antonio ! 210 

How have the hours rack’d and tortur’d me 
Since 1 have lost thee ! 

Ant, Sebastian are you ? 

Seb. Fear’st thou that, Antonio ? 

Ant. How have you made division of 
yourself ? 

An apple cleft in two is not more twin 215 
Than these two creatures. Which is 
Sebastian ? 

OIL Most wonderful! 

Seb. Do 1 stand there ? I never had a 
brother ; 

Nor can there be that deity in my nature 
Of here and everywhere. 1 had a sister 220 
Whom the blind waves and surges have 
devour’d. 

Of charity, what kin are you to me ? 
What countryman, what name, what 
parentage ? 

Vio. Of Messaline; Sebastian was my 
father. 

Such a Sebastian was my brother too; 225 
So went he suited to his watery tomb; 

If spirits can assume both form and suit, 
You come to fright us. 

Seb. A spirit I am indeed. 

But am in that dimension grossly clad 
Which from the womb I did participate. 230 
Were you a woman, as the rest goes even, 
I should my tears let fall upon your cheek. 
And say ‘ Thrice welcome, drowned Viola I * 
Vio. My father had a mole upon his brow. 
Seb. And so had mine. 235 

Vio. And died that day when Viola from 
her birth 

Had numb’red thirteen years. 

Seb. O, that record is lively in my soul! 
He finished indeed his mortal act 
That day that made my sister thirteen 
years. 240 

Vio. If nothing lets to make us happy 
both 

But this my masculine usurp’d attire. 

Do not embrace me till each circumstance 
Of place, time, fortune, do cohere and 
jump 

That I am Viola ; which to confirm, 245 
I'll bring you to a captain in this town. 
Where lie my maiden weeds; by whose 
gentle help 

I was preserv'd to serve this noble Count. 
All the occurrence of my fortune since 
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Hath been between this lady and this lord. 
Szb. [To Olivia] S:> comes it, lady, you 
have been mistook ; s.-)! 

But nature to her bias drew in that. 

You would have been contracted to a maid ; 
Nor are you therein, by my life, deceiv’d; 
You are betroth’d both to a maid and man. 
Duke, Be not amaz’d ; right noble is his 
blood. 

If this be so, as yet the glass seems true, 

I sliali have share in this most happy 
wreck. 

[To Viola] Boy, thou hast said to me a 
th^uiand times 

Thou never shouldst love woman like to me. 
Vio. And all those sayings will 1 over- 
swiar; 201 

And all th.^ve swearings keep as true in soul 
As doth that orbed continent the fire 
That severs day from night. 

Duke. Give me thy hand ; 

And let me see thee in thy woman’s weeds. 
Vio. The captain that did bring me first 
on shore 

Hath my maid’s garments. He, upon some 
action, 

Is now in durance, at Malvolio’s suit, 

A gentleman and follower of my ladv's. 

61 i. He shall enlarge him. Feich 
Halvoho hither; 270 

And yet, alas, now I remember me, 

They say, poor gentleman, he’s much 
distract. 

Re-ejrfer Clown, with a letter, and Fabian. 

A most extracting frenzy of mine own 
From my remembrance clearly banish’d 
his. 

How does he, sirrah ? 27.s 

Clo. Truly, madam, he holds Belzcbub 
at the stave’s end as well as a man in his 
case may do. Has here writ a letter to you ; 
I should have given't you to-day morning, 
but as a madman’s epistles arc no gospels, 
so it skills not much when they are 
deliver’d. 

OIL Open’t, and read it. 

Clo. Look then to be well edified when 
the fool delivers the madman, [Reads 
madly] ' By the Lord, madam— ’ 

Oli. How now ! Art thou mad ? sS-i 
Clo, No, madam, I do but read madness. 
An your ladyship will have it as it ought 
to be, you must allow vox. 
on. Prithee read i’ thy right wits. 

Clo, So I do, madonna ; but to read his 
right wits is to read thus; therefore per¬ 
pend, my Princess, and give ear. 
on, [To Fabian] Read it you, sirrah. 200 
Fab. [Reads] ‘ By the Lord, madam, you 
wrong me, and the world shall know it. 
Though you have put me into darkness and 
given your drunlccn cousin rule over me, 
yet have 1 the benefit of my senses as well 


as your ladyship. I have your own letter 
that induced me to the semblance I put 
on, with the which I doubt not but to do 
myself much right or you much shame. 
Think of me as you please. 1 leave my 
duty a little iinthought of, and speak out 
of my injury. 

The madly-us’d Malvolio.’ 
Oli, Did he write this ? 

Clo. Ay, Madam. 300 

Duke. This savours not much of distrac¬ 
tion. 

Oli. Sec him deliver'd, Fabian ; bring 
him hither. [Exh Fabian, 

My lord, so please you, these things further 
thought on, 

To think me as well a sister as a wife, 

One day shall crown th* alliance on’t, so 
please you, 305 

Here at my house, and at my proper cost. 
Duke. Madam, I am most apt t’ embrace 
your offer. 

[To Viola] Your master quits you ; and, 
for your service done him. 

So much against the mettle of your sex. 

So far beneath your soft and tender 
breeding, 3^0 

And since you call’d me master for so long, 
Here is my hand ; you shall from this 
time be 

Your master’s mistress. 
on, A sister 1 You are she. 

Re-enter Fabian, with Malvolio. 

Duke. Is this the madman ? 

Oli. Ay, my lord, this same. 

How now, Malvolio ! 

Mai. Madam, you have done me wrong, 
Notorious wrong. 

OIL Have I, Malvolio ? No. 

Mai. Lady, you have. Pray you peruse 
that letter. 31? 

You must not now deny it is your hand ; 
Write from it if you can, in hand or phrase ; 
Or say ’tis not your seal, not your in¬ 
vent ion; 320 

You can say none of this. Well, grant it 
then. 

And tell me, in the modesty of honour. 
Why you have given me such clear lights 
of favour. 

Bade me come smiling and cross-garter’d 
to you, 324 

To put on yellow stockings, and to frown 
Upon Sir I'oby and the lighter people; 
And, acting this in an obedient hope, 

Why have you suffer’d me to be imprison’d. 
Kept in a dark house, visited by the priest. 
And made the most notorious gee!: r.nd gull 
That e’er invention play’d on ? Tell me 
why. 33 X 

OIL Alas, Malvolio, this is not my writing. 
Though, 1 confess, much like the character ; 
But out of question ’tis Maria’s hand. 
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And now 1 do bethink me, it was she 335 
First told me thou wast mad ; then cam'st 
in smiling, 

And in such forms which here were pre¬ 
suppos'd 

Upon thee in the letter. Prithee, be con¬ 
tent : 

This practice hath most shrewdly pass'd 
upon thee. 

But. when we know the grounds and 
authors of it, 34^' 

Thou Shalt be both the plaintift and the 
judge 

Of thine own cause. 

Fab. Good madam, hear me speak. 
And let no quarrel nor no brawl to come 
Taint the condition of this present hour. 
Which I have wond’red at. In hope it shall 
not, 345 

Most freely I confess myself and Toby 
Set tliis device against Malvolio here, 
Upon some stubborn and uncourteous parts 
We had conceiv’d against him. Maria writ 
The letter, at Sir Toby’s great importance. 
In recompense whereof he hath married her. 
How with a sportful malice it was follow’d 
May rather pluck on laughter than revenge. 
If that the injuries be justly weigh’d 
That have on both sides pass’d, 35.5 

01 i. Alas, poor fool, how have they 
baffl'd thee! 

Clo. Why, ‘ Ss 3 mc are born great, some 
achieve greatness, and some have greatness 
thrown upon them ’, I was one, sir, in 
this interlude—one Sir Topas, sir; but 
that’s all one. ‘ By the Lord, fool, I am 
not mad ! ’ But do you remember— 
* Madam, why laugh you at such a barien 
rascal ? An you smile not, he’s gagg’d ' ? 
And thus the whirligig of time brings in 
his revenges. 363 

Mai. ril be reveng’d on the whole pack 
of you. [Exit. 


[Act 5 

01 i. He hath been most notoriously 
abus'd. 365 

Duke. Pursue him, and entreat him to a 
peace; 

He hath not told us of the captain yet. 
When that is known, and golden time 
convents, 

A solemn combination shall be made 3^ 
Of our dear souls. Meantime, sweet sister. 
We will not part from hence. Cesario, 
come; 

For so you shall be while you are a 
man ; 

But when in other habits you are seen, 
Orsino's mistress, and his fancy’s queen. 

[Exeunt all but the Clown. 

Clown sings. 

When that I was and a little tiny boy, 375 
With hey, ho, the wind and the rain, 

A foolish thing was but a toy. 

For the rain it raincth every day. 

But when I came to man’s estate. 

With hey, ho, the wind and the rain, 3^0 
’Gainst knaves and thieves men shut their 
gate. 

For the rain it raineth every day. 

But when I came, alas ! to wive. 

With hey, ho, the wind and the rain. 

By swaggering could I never thrive, 385 
For the rain it raineth every day. 

But when I came unto my beds, 

With hey, ho, the wind and the rain, 
With toss-pots still had drunken heads. 
For the rain it raineth every day. 390 

A great while ago the world begun. 

With hey, ho, the wind and the rain, 
But that’s all one, our play is done. 

And we’ll strive to please you every day. 

lExif. 
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. lords of Sicilia. 


The Scene : Sicilia and Bohemia. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1. Sicilia. The palace of Leontes. 

Enter Camillo and Archidamus. 

Arch. If you shall chance, Camillo. to 
visit Bohemia, on the like occasion whereon 
my services are now on foot, you shall see, 
as 1 have said, great difference betwixt our 
Bohemia and your Sicilia, 4 

Cam. I think this coming summer the 
King of Sicilia means to pay Bohemia the 
visitation which he justly owes him. 

Arch. Wherein our entertainment shall 
shame us we will be justified in our loves ; 
for indeed— 

Cam. Beseech you— ic 

Arch. Verily, I speak it in the freedom 
of my knowledge: we cannot with such 
magnificence, in so rare —1 know not what 
to say. We wid give you sleepy drinks, 
that your senses, unintelligent o, our in- 
sufficience, may, though they cannot praise 
us. as little accuse us. 15 

Cam. You pay a great dea. too dear for 
what’s given freely. 

Arch. Believe me, 1 speak as my under¬ 
standing instructs me and as mine honesty 
puts it to utterance. 19 

Cam. Sicilia cannot show himself over¬ 
kind to Bohemia. They were train’d 
together in their childhoods; and there 
rooted betwixt them then such an aflection 
wh ch cannot choose but branch now. 
Since their more mature dignities and royal 
necessities made separation of the r society, 
their encounters, though not persona., have 
been royally attorncyed with interchange 
of gifts, letters, loving embassies; that 
they have seem’d to be together, though 
absent; shook hands, as over a vast; and 


embrac’d as it were from the ends of 
opposed winds. The heavens continue 
their loves! 30 

A^ch. 1 think there is not in the w'orld 
c ther malice or matter to alter it. You 
have an unsiK*akable comfort of your young 
Prince MamilUus ; it is a gentleman of the 
greate.st promise that ever came into my 
note. 34 

Cam. I very well agree with you in the 
hopes of him. It is a gallant child ; one 
that indeed physics the subject, makes old 
hearts fresh; they that went on crutches 
ere he was born desire yet their life to see 
him a man. 3^ 

Arch. W’ould they else be content to die ? 
Cam. Yes ; if there were no other excuse 
why they should desire to live. 41 

Arch. If the King had no son, they would 
desire to live on crutches till he had one. 

[ExcmmI. 

Scene IL Sicilia. The palace of Leonies. 

Enter Leontes, Polixenes, Hepmione, 
Mamillius, Camillo, and Attendants. 

Pol. Nine changes of the wat’ry star hath 
been 

The shepherd’s note since we have left our 
throne 

Without a burden. Time as long again 
Would be fill’d up, my brother, with our 
thanks; 

And yet we should for perpetuity 5 

Go hence in debt. And therefore, like a 
C'pher, 

Yet standing in rich place, I multiply 
With one * We thank you ’ many thousands 
moe 

That go before it, 

Leon. Stay your thanks a while. 
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And pay them when you part. 

PoL Sir, that's to-morrow, lo 

1 am question’d by my fears of what may 
chance 

Or breed upon our absence, that may blow 
No sneaping winds at home, to make us say 
' This is put forth too truly *. Besides, I 
have stay'd 
To tire your royalty. 

Leon. We are tougher, brother, 15 
Than you can put us to’t. 

PoL No longer stay. 

Leon. One sev’night longer. 

Pol. Very sooth, to-morrow. 

Leon. Wc’il part the time between's then; 
and in that 
I’ll no gainsaying. 

PoL Press me not, beseech you, so. 
There is no tongue that moves, none, none 
i’ th' world, "<• 

So soon as yours could win me. So it should 
now. 

Were there necessity in your request, 
although 

’Twere needful I denied it. My affairs 
Do even drag me homeward ; which to 
hinder 

Were in your love a whip to me ; my stay 
To you a charge and trouble. To save both, 
Farewell, our brother. 

Leon. Tongue-tied, our Queen ? Speak 
you. 

Her. 1 had thought, sir, to have held my 
peace until 

You had drawn oaths from him not to stay. 
You, sir. 

Charge him too coldly. Tell him you are 
sure 30 

All in Bohemia’s well—this satisfaction 
The by-gone day proclaim’d. Say this to 
him. 

He's beat from his best ward. 

Leon. Well said, Hermione. 

Her, To tell he longs to see his son were 
strong; 

But let him say so then, and let him go ; 35 
But let him swear so, and he shall not 
stay; 

We'll thwack him hence with distaffs, 

[To Polixenesj Yet of your royal presence 
ril adventure 

The borrow of a week. When at Bohemia 
You take my lord. I’ll give him my com¬ 
mission 4» 

To let him there a month behind the gest 
Prefix'd for's parting.—Yet, good deed, 
Leontes, 

I love thee not a jar o’ th’ clock behind 
What lady she her lord.—You’ll stay ? 

PoL No, madam. 

Her. Nay, but you will ? 

PoL 1 may not, verily, 45 

Her. Verily! 

You put me off with limber vows ; but 1 , 
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Though you would seek t’ unsphere the 
stars with oaths. 

Should yet say ‘ Sir, no going ’. Verily, 
You shall not go ; a lady’s ’ verily ’ is 50 
As potent as a lord’s. Will you go yet ? 
Force me to keep you as a prisoner, 

Not like a guest; so you shall pay your fees 
When you depart, and save your thanks. 
How say vou ? 

My prisoner or my guest ? By your dread 
‘ verily 55 

One of them you shall be. 

PoL Your guest, then, madam : 

To be your prisoner should import offend¬ 
ing ; 

Which is for me less easy to commit 
Than you to punish. 

Her. Not your gaoler then. 

But your kind hostess. Come, I’ll question 
you t>o 

Of my lord’s tricks and yours when you 
were boys. 

You 3 vere pretty lordings then ! 

PoL \Ve were, fair Queen, 

Two lads that thought there was no more 
behind 

But such a day to-morrow as to-day, 

And to be boy eternal. 

Htr. Was not my lord t'3 

The verier wag o’ th’ two ? 

Pol. We were as twinn’d lambs that did 
frisk i’ th’ sun 

And bleat the one at th’ other. What we 
chang’d 

Was innocence for innocence ; we knew not 
The doctrine of ill-doing, nor dream’d 70 
That any did. Had we pursu’d that life. 
And our weak spirits ne’er been higher 
rear’d 

With stronger blood, we should have 
answer’d heaven 

Boldly * Not guilty the imposition clear’d 
Hereditary ours. 

Her. By this we gather 75 

You have tripp’d since. 

PoL O my most sacred lady, 

Temptations have since then been born 
to’s, lor 

In those unfledg'd days was my wife a girl; 
Your precious self had then not cross’d the 
eyes 

Of my young playfellow. 

Her. Grace to boot! 

Of this make no conclusion, lest you say 
Your queen and I are devils. Yet, go on ; 
Th’ offences we have made you do wc'll 
answer. 

If you first sinn'd with us, and that with us 
You did continue fault, and that you slipp'd 
not 85 

With any but with us. 

I.eon. Is he won yet ? 

Her. He'll stay, my lord. 

Leon. At my request he would not. 
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Hermionc, my dearest, thou never spok'st 
To better purpose. 

Her, Never ? 

Leon, Never but once. 

Her, What! Have I twice said well ? 
When was't before ? go 

*I prithee tell me ; cram’s with praise, and 
make’s 

As fat as tame things. One good deed dying 
tongueless 

Slaughters a thousand waiting upon that. 
Our praises are our wages ; you may ride’s 
With one soft kiss a thousand furlongs ere 
With spur we heat an acre. But to th’ goal: 
My last good deed was to entreat his stay ; 
What was my first ? It has an elder sister. 
Or I mistake you. O, would her name were 
Grace! 

But once before 1 spoke to th’ purpose— 
When ? lOO 

Nay, let me have’t; I long. 

Leon. Why, that was when 

Three crabbed months had sour'd them¬ 
selves to death, 

Ere 1 could make thee open thy white hand 
And clap thyself my love ; then didst thou 
utter 

* I am yours for ever ’. 

Her, 'Tis Grace indeed, ics 

Why, lo you now, I have spoke to th' 
purpose twice: 

The one for ever earn’d a royal husband ; 
Th’ other for some while a friend. 

fGiviwg her hand to Polixenes, 
Leon. [AsideJ Too hot, too hot! 

To mingle friendship far is mingling bloods. 
1 have tremor cordis on me; my heart 
dances, jio 

But not for joy, not joy. This entertain¬ 
ment 

May a free face put on ; derive a liberty 
From heartiness, from bounty, fertile 
bosom. 

And well become the agent. ’T may, 1 
grant; 

But to be paddling palms and pinching 
fingers, ns 

As now they arc, and making practis’d 
smiics 

As in a looking-glass ; and then to sigh, as 
’twere 

The mort o’ th* deer. O, that is entertain¬ 
ment 

My bosom likes not, nor my brows! 

Mamillius, ng 

Art thou my boy ? 

Mam. Ay, my good lord, 

Leon, r fecks! 

Why, that’s my bawcock. What! hast 
smutch’d thy nose ? 

They say it is a copy out of mine. Come, 
Captain, 

We must be neat—not neat, but cleanly, 
Capta.n, 


And yet the steer, the heifer, and the calf, 
Are all call’d neat.—Still virginalling 1^5 
Upon his palm ?—How now, you wanton 
calf. 

Art thou my calf ? 

Mfitn. Yes, if you will, my lord. 

Leon, Thou want’st a rough pash and the 
shoots that 1 have. 

To be full like me ; yet they say we are 
Almost as like as eggs. Women say so, ^30 
That will say any thing. But were they false 
As o’er-dy’d blacks, as wind, as waters— 
false 

As dice are to be wish’d by one that fixes 
No bourn ’twixt his and mine ; yet were 
it tiue 

To say this boy were like me. Come, sir 
page, 135 

Look on me with your welkin eye. Sweet 
villain ! 

Most dear’s! ! my collop ! Can thy dam ?— 
may’t be ? 

Affection ! thy intention stabs the centre. 
Thou dost rrake possible things not so held, 
Communicat’st with dreams—how tan 
this be ?— 140 

With what's unreal thou coactivc art. 

And fellow’s! nothing. Then 'tis very 
credent 

Thou mays! co-join with something ; and 
thou dost— 

And that beyond commission; and I find 
it» 

And that to the infection of my brains ms 
A nd hard’ning of my brows. 

Pol. What means Sicilia ? 

Her, He something seems unsettled. 

Pol. How, my lord ! 

What cheer ? How is’t with you, best 
brother ? 

Her. You look 

As if you held a brow of much distraction. 
Are you mov’d, iny lord ? 

Leon, No, in good earnest. 150 

How sometimes nature will betray its folly. 
Its tenderness, and make itself a pastime 
To harder hose ms 1 Looking on the lines 
Of my boy’s face, methoughts 1 did recoil 
rwenty-thres years ; and saw myself un- 
breech'd, 155 

In my green velvet coat; my dagger 
muzzl’d. 

Lest it should bite its master and so prove. 
As ornaments oft do, too dangerous. 

How like, methought, 1 then was to this 
kernel. 

This squash, this gentleman. Mine honest 
friend, 160 

Will you take eggs for money ? 

Mam. No, my lord. I’ll fight. 

Leon, You will ? Why, happy man be’s 
dole! My brother. 

Are you so fond of your young prince as we 
Do seem to be of ours ? 
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Pol If at home, sir, 1O5 

He’s all my exercise, my mirth, my matter; 
Now my sworn friend, and then mine 
enemy ; 

My parasite, rny soldier, statesman, all. 
He makes a July’s day short as December, 
And with his varying childness cures in 
me 170 

Thoughts that would thick my blood, 

Leon. So stands this squire 

Oftic’d with me. We two will walk, my lord. 
And leave you to your graver steps. 
Hermione, 

How thou lov’st us show in our brother’s 
welcome; 

Let what is dear in Sicily be cheap ; 175 

Next to thyself and my young rover, he’s 
Apparent to my heart. 

Her. If you would seek us. 

We are yours i* th' garden. Shall’s attend 
you there ? 

Leon. To your own bents dispose you ; 
you’ll be found. 

Be you beneath the sky. [Aside] I am 
angling now, 180 

Though you perceive me not how 1 give line. 
Go to, go to ! 

How she holds up the neb, the bill to him ! 
And arms her witii the boldness of a wife 
To her allowing husband ! [Exeuni Polix- 
enes, Hermione, and Attendants. 

Gone already! 105 
Inch-thick, knee-deep, o’er head and ears 
a fork’d one! 

Go, play, boy, play; thy mother plays, 
and I 

Play too; but so disgrac’d a part, whose 
issue 

Will hiss me to my grave. Contempt and 
clamour 

Will be my knell. Go, play, boy, play. 

There have been, 190 

Or I am much deceiv'd, cuckolds ere now; 
And many a man there is, even at this 
present. 

Now while I speak this, holds his wife by 
th’ arm 

'Hiat little thinks she has been sluic’d in’s 
absence. 

And his pond fish’d by his next neighbour, 
by 195 

Sir Smile, his neighbour. Nay, there’s 

comfort in’t, 

Whiles other men have gates and those 
gates open’d. 

As mine, against their will. Should all 
despair 

That have revolted wives, the tenth of 
mankind 

Would hang themselves. Physic for’t 

there’s none; aou 

It is a bawdy planet, that will strike 
Where *tis predominant; and ’tis pow’rful, 
think it, ^ 
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From east, west, north, and south. Be it 
concluded. 

No barricade for a belly. Know’t, 

It will let in and out the enemy 205 

With bag and baggage. Many thousand 
on’s 

Have the disease, and feel’t not. How now, 
boy ! 

Mam. 1 am like you, they say. 

Leon. Why, that’s some comfort. 

What I Camillo there ? 

Cam. Ay, my good lord. 210 

Leon. Go play, Mamillius; thou’rt an 
honest man. (Exit Mamillius. 
Camillo, this great sir will yet stay longer. 

Cam. You had much ado to make his 
anchor hold ; 

When you cast out, it still came home. 

Leon. Didst note it ? 

Cam. He would not stay at your peti¬ 
tions ; made 215 

His business more material. 

Leon. Didst perceive it ? 

I Aside] They’re here with me already ; 

whisp’ring, rounding, 

‘ Sicilia is a so-forth ’. 'Tis far gone 
When 1 shall gust it last.—How came’t, 
Camillo, 

That he did stay ? 

Cam. At the good Queen’s entreaty. 

Leon. * At the Queen’s ’ be’t, ‘ Good ’ 
should be pertinent; 221 

But so it is, it is not. Was this taken 
By any understanding pate but thine ? 

For thy conceit is soaking, will draw in 
More than the common blocks. Not noted, 

iS’t, 225 

But of tl.e finer natures, by some severals 

Of head-piece extraordinary ? Lower 

messes 

Perchance are to this business purblind ? 
Say. 

Cam. Business, my lord ? 1 think most 
understand 229 

Bohemia stays here longer. 

Leon. Ha ? 

Cam. Stays here longer. 

Leon. Ay, but why ? 

Cam. To satisfy your Highness, and the 
entreaties 

0/ our most gracious mistress. 

Leo. Satisfy 

Th’ entreaties of your mistress I Satisfy ! 
Let that suffice. I have trusted thee, 
Camillo, 235 

With all the nearest things to my heart, as 
well 

My chamber-councils, wherein, priest-like, 
thou 

Hast cleans’d my bosom—I from thee 
departed 

Thy penitent reform’d; but we have been 
Deceiv’d in thy integrity, deceiv'd 240 
In that which seems so. 
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Cam. Be it forbid, my lord ! 

Leon, To bide upon’t: thou art not 
honest; or. 

If thou inclin'st that way, thou art a 
coward, 

Which boxes honesty behind, restraining 
From course requir'd; or else thou must 
be counted 245 

A servant grafted in my serious trust. 

And therein negligent; or else a fool 
That secst a game play'd home, the rich 
stake drawn. 

And tak'st it all for jest. 

Cam. My gracious lord, 

I may be negligent, foolish, and fearful: 251^ 
In every one of these no man is free 
But that his negligence, his folly, fear. 
Among the infinite doings of the world. 
Sometime puts forth. In your affairs, my 
lord. 

If ever I were wilful-negligent, 255 

It was my folly ; if industriously 
I play’d the fool, it was my negligence. 
Not weighing well the end ; if ever fearful 
To do a thing where 1 the issue doubted. 
Whereof the execution did cry out 260 
Against the non-performance, 'twas a fear 
Which oft infects the wisest. These, my 
lord. 

Are such allow'd infirmities that honesty 
Is never free of. But, beseech your Grace, 
Be plainer with me; let me know my 
trespass 265 

By its own visage; if 1 then deny it, 

'Tis none of mine. 

Leon, Ha’ not you seen, Camillo— 
But that's past doubt; you have, or your 
eye-glass 

Is thicker than a cuckold's horn—or 
heard— 

For to a vision so apparent rumour 270 
Cannot be mute—or thought—for cogi¬ 
tation 

Resides not in that man that does not 
think— 

My wife is slippery ? If thou wilt confess— 
Or else be impudently negative. 

To have nor eyes nor ears nor thought— 
then say 275 

My wife’s a hobby-horse, deserves a name 
As rank as any fiax-wench that puts to 
Before her troth-plight. Say't and justify't. 

Cam. I would not be a stander-by to hear 
My sovereign mistress clouded so, without 
My present vengeance taken. Shrew my 
heart I 

You never spoke what did become you less 
Than this; which to reiterate were sin 
As deep as that, though true. 

Leon. Is whispering nothing ? 

Is leaning cheek to cheek ? Is meeting 
noses ? 

Kissing with inside lip ? Stopping the 
career 


Of laughter with a sigh ?—a note infallible 
Of breaking honesty. Horsing foot on foot ? 
Skulking in corners ? Wishing clocks more 
swift; 

Hours, minutes; noon, midnight ? And all 
eyes 290 

Blind with the pin and web but theirs, 
theirs only. 

That would unseen be wicked—is this 
nothing ? 

Why, then the world and all that's in't is 
nothing; 

The covering sky is nothing; Bohemia 
nothing; 

My wife is nothing ; nor nothing have these 
nothing, 295 

If this be nothing. 

Cam. Good my lord, be cur'd 

Of this diseas'd opinion, and betimes : 

For 'tis most dangerous. 

Leon, Say it be, 'tis true. 

Cam. No, no, my lord. 

Leon, It is ; you lie, you lie. 

I say thou liest, Camille, and 1 hate thee; 
Pronounce thee a gross lout, a mindless 
slave, 301 

Or else a hovering temporizer that 
Canst with thine eyes at once see good and 
evil, 

Inclining to them both. Were my wife's 
liver 

Infected as her life, she would not liv^e 305 
The running of one glass. 

Cam. Who does infect her ? 

Leon, Why, he that wears her like her 
medal, hanging 

About his neck, Bohemia; who—if I 
Had servants true about me that bare eyes 
To see alike mine honour as their profits, ato 
Their own particular thrifts, they would do 
that 

Which should undo more doing. Ay, and 
thou. 

His cupbearer—whom I from meaner form 
Have bench’d and rear'd to worship ; who 
mayst see. 

Plainly as heaven sees earth and earth sees 
heaven, 3*5 

How I am gall'd—mightst bespice a cup 
To give mine enemy a lasting wink ; 

W'hich draught to me were cordial. 

Cam, Sir, my lord, 

1 could do this; and that with no rash 
potion. 

But with a ling'ring dram that should not 
work 320 

Maliciously like poison. But I cannot 
Believe this crack to be in my dread 
mistress. 

So sovereignly being honourable. 

1 have lov'd thee— 

Leon, Make that thy question, and go 
rot I 

Dost think 1 am $0 muddy, so unsettled, 325 
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To appoint myself in this vexation ; sully 
The purity and whiteness of my sheets— 
Which to preserve is sleep, which being 
spotted 

Is goads, thorns, nettles, tails of wasps; 
Give scandal to the blood o' th* Prince, my 
son— 330 

Who I do think is mine, and love as mine— 
Without ripe moving to 't ? Would 1 do 
this ? 

Could man so blench ? 

Cam. I must believe you, sir. 

I do; and will fetch off Bohemia for't; 
Provided that, when he’s remov’d, your 
Highness 335 

Will take again your queen as yours at first. 
Even for your son’s sake ; and thereby for 
sealing 

The injury of tongues in courts and king¬ 
doms 

Known and allied to yours. 

Leon, Thou dost advise me 

Even so as I mine own course have set 
down. 34 « 

I’ll give no blemish to her horour, none. 
Cam. My lord. 

Go then ; and with a countenance as clear 
As friendship wears at feasts, keep with 
Bohemia 344 

And with your queen. I am his cupbearer ; 
If from me he have wholesome beverage. 
Account me not your servant. 

Leon. This is all: 

Do’t, and thou hast the one half of my 
heart *, 

Do’t not, thou split’st thine own. 

Cam. I’ll do’t, my lord. 349 

Leon. I will seem friendly, as thou hast 
advis’d me. |Exi/. 

Cam. O miserable lady ! But, for me. 
What case stand 1 in ? I must be the 
poisoner 

Of good Polixenes ; and my ground to do't 
Is the obedience to a master ; one 354 

Who, in rebellion with himself, will have 
All that arc his so too. To do this deed. 
Promotion follows. If I could find example 
Of thousands that had struck anointed 
kings 

And flourish’d after, I’d not do’t; but 
since 

Nor brass, nor stone, nor parchment, bears 
not one, 3<^ 

Let villainy itself forswear’t. I must 
Forsake the court. To do’t, or no, is certain 
To me a break-neck. Happy star reign now! 
Here comes Bohemia. 

Enter Polixenes. 

Pol. This is strange. Methinks 

My favour here begins to warp. Not speak ? 
Good day, Camillo. 

Cam. Hail, most royal sir! 

Pol. What is the news i* th’ court ? 


[Act 1 

Cam. None rare, my lord. 

Pol. The King hath on him such a 
countenance 

As he had lost some province, and a region 
Lov’d as he loves himself; even now I met 
him 370 

With customary compliment, when he. 
Wafting his eyes to th’ contrary and falling 
A lip of much contempt, speeds from me ; 
and 

So leaves me to consider what is breeding 
That changes thus his manners. 375 

Cam. I dare not know, my lord. 

Pol. How, dare not! Do not. Do you 
know, and dare not 

Be intelligent to me ? ’Tis thereabouts ; 
For, to yourself, what you do know, you 
must, 

And cannot say you dare not. Good 

Camillo, 3»‘> 

Your chang’d complexions are to me a 

mirror 

Which shows me mine chang’d too ; for I 
must be 

A party in this alteration, finding 
Myself thus alter’d with’t. 

Cam. There is a sickness 

Which puts some of us in distemper ; but 
I cannot name the disease ; and it is caught 
Of you that yet are well. 

Pol. How! caught of me ? 

Make me not sighted like the basilisk ; 

I have look’d on thousands who have sped 
the better 389 

By my regard, but kill'd none so. Camillo— 
As you are certainly a gentleman ; thereto 
Clerk-like experienc’d, which no less adorns 
Our gentry than our parents’ noble names, 
In whose success we are gentle— 1 beseech 
you. 

If you know aught which does behove my 
knowledge 395 

Thereof to be inform’d, imprison’t not 
In ignorant concealment. 

Cam. I may not answer. 

Pol. A sickness caught of me, and yet I 
well ? 

I must be answer’d. Dost thou hear, 
Camillo ? 

I conjure thee, by all the parts of man 400 
Which honour does acknowledge, whereof 
the least 

Is not this suit of mine, that thou declare 
What incidency thou dost guess of harm 
Is creeping toward me; how far off, how 
near; 

Which way to be prevented, if to be ; 403 
If not, how best to bear it. 

Cam, Sir, I will tell you ; 

Since 1 am charg’d in honour, and by 
him 

That 1 think honourable. Therefore mark 
my counsel, 

Which must be ev’n as swiftly followed as 
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1 mean to utter it, or both yourself and me 
Cry lost, and so goodnight. 

Pol. On, good Camillo. 

Cam. I am appointed him to murder you. 
Pol. By whom, Camillo ? 

Cam. By the King. 

Pol. For what ? 

Cam. He thinks, nay, with all confidence 
he swears, 

As he had seen ’t or been an instrument 
To vice you to’t, that you have touch’d his 
queen 

Forbiddenly. 

Pol. O. then my best blood turn 

To an infected jelly, and my name 
Be yok’d with his that did betray the Best! 
Turn then my freshest reputation to 4 2 ’ 
A savour that may strike the dullest nostril 
Where I arrive, and my approach be 
shunn’d. 

Nay, hated too, worse than the great’st 
infection 

That e’er was heard or read! 

Cam. Swear his thought over 

By each particular star in heaven and 42:^ 
By all their influences, you may as w’ell 
Forbid the sea for to obey the moon 
As or by oath remove or ccuasel shake 
The fabric of his folly, whose foundation 
Is pil’d upon his faith and will continue 43-» 
The standing of his body. 

Pol. How should this grow' ? 

Cam. I know not; but I am sure ’tis 
safer to 

Avoid what’s grown than question how ’tis 
born. 433 

If therefore you dare trust my honesty, 
That lies enclosed in this trunk which you 
Shall bear along impawn'd, away to-night. 
Your followers I will whisper to the busi¬ 
ness ; 

And will, by twos and threes, at several 
posterns, 43 s 

Clear them o’ th’ city. For myself. I’ll put 
My fortunes to your service, which are here 
By this discovery lost. Be not uncertain. 
For, by the honour of my parents, I 
Have utt’red truth ; which if you seek to 
prove, 

1 dare not stand by ; nor shall you be safer 
Than one condemn’d by the King’s own 
mouth, thereon 443 

His execution sworn. 

Pol. 1 do believe thee : 

I saw his heart in’s face. Give me thy 
hand; 

Be pilot to me, and thy places shall 
Still neighbour mine. My ships are ready, 
and 

My people did expect my hence departure 
Two days ago. This jealousy 451 

Is for a precious creature ; as she’s rare, 
Must it be great; and, as liis person's 
mighty, 


Must it be violent; and as he does conceive 
He is dishonour’d by a man which ever 455 
Profess’d to him, why, his revenges must 
In that be made more bitter. Fear o'er- 
shades me. 

Good expedition be my friend, and comfort 
The gracious Queen, part of his theme, but 
nothing 

Of his iU-ta'en suspicion I Come, Camillo ; 
I will respect thee as a father, if 4«'i 

Thou bear’st my life off hence. Let us 
avoid. 

Cam. It is in mine authority to command 
The keys of all the posterns. Please your 
Highness 4<>4 

To take the urgent hour. Come, sir, away. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Sicilia. The palace of Leontes. 
Enter Hermione, Mamilijus, and Ladies, 

Her. Take the boy to you ; he so troubles 
me, 

"Fis past enduring. 

1 Lady. Come, my gracious lord, 

Shall 1 be your playteilow ? 

Mam. No, I’ll none of you. 

1 Lady. Why, my sweet lord ? 

Mam. You’ll kiss me hard, and speak to 
me as if 5 

I were a baby still. 1 love you better. 

2 Lady. And why so, my lord ? 

Mam. Not for because 

Your brows are blacker ; yet black brows, 
they say. 

Become some women best; so that there 
be not 

Too much hair there, but in a semicircle 10 
Or a half-moon made with a pen. 

2 Lady. Who taught’t this ? 

Mam. I learn’d it out of women’s faces. 
Pray now. 

What colour are your eyebrow’s ? 

1 Lady. Blue, my lord. 

Mam. Nay, that’s a mock. 1 have seen 
a lady’s nose 

That has been blue, but not her eyebrows. 

1 Lady. Hark ye : 15 

The Queen your mother rounds apace. We 

shall 

Present our services to a tine new prince 
One of these days ; and then you’d v/anton 
with us. 

If we would have you. 

2 Lady. She is spread of late 

Into a goodly bulk. Good time encounter 

her I 20 

Her. What wisdom stirs amongst v^ou ? 
Come, sir, now 

1 am for you again. Pray you sit by us. 
And toll’s a tale. 

Mam. Merry or sad shall’t be ? 

Her. As merry as you will. 
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Mam. A sad tale's best for winter. 1 have 
one 5f5 

Of sprites and goblins. 

Her. Let's have that, good sir. 

Come on* sit down ; come on, and do your 
best 

To fright me with your sprites; you're 
pow'rful at it. 

Mam. There was a man— 

Her. Nay, come, sit down ; then on. 

Mam. Dwelt by a churchyard—I will 
tell it softly ; 30 

Yond crickets shall not hear it. 

Her. Come on then. 

And give't me in mine ear. 

Enter Leontes, Antigonus, Lords and 
Others. 

Leon. Was he met there ? his train ? 
Camillo with him ? 

1 Lord. Behind the tuft of pines I met 
them ; never 

Saw I men scour so on their way. I ey’d 
them 35 

Even to their ships. 

Leon. How blest am I 

In my just censure, in my true opinion ! 
Alack, for lesser knowledge ! How accurs'd 
In being so blest 1 There may be in the 
cup 

A spider steep'd, and one may drink, de¬ 
part, 40 

And yet partake no venom, for his know¬ 
ledge 

Is not infected ; but if one present 
Th' abhorr’d ingredient to his eye, make 
known 

How he hath drunk, he cracks his gorge, 
his sides. 

With violent hefts. I have drunk, and seen 
the spider, 45 

Camillo was his help in this, his pander. 
There is a plot against my life, my crown ; 
All's true that is mistrusted. That false 
villain 

Whom I employ’d was pre-employ’d by 
him ; 

He has discover’d my design, and 1 50 

Remain a pinch'd thing ; yea, a very trick 
For them to play at will. How came the 
posterns 
So easily open ? 

1 lord. By his great authority ; 

W’hich often hath no less prevail'd than so 
On your command. 

Icon. I know't too well. 55 

Give me the boy. 1 am glad you did not 
nurse him; 

Though he does bear some signs of me, yet 
you 

Have too much blood in him. 

Her. What is this ? Sport ? 

Leon. Bear the boy hence; he shall not 
come about her ; 59 


[Act 2 

Away with him; and let her sport herself 
[Mamillius is led ouU 
With that she’s big with—for 'tis Poli- 
xenes 

Has made thee swell thus. 

Her. But I’d say he had not, 

And I'll be sworn you would believe my 
saying. 

Howe'er you lean to th’ nay ward. 

Leon. You, my lords, 

Look on her, mark her well; be but about 
To say ‘ She is a goodly lady ' and 66 
The justice of your hearts will thereto add 
* 'Tis pity she's not honest—honourable '. 
Praise her but for this her without-door 
form, 

Which on my faith deserves high speech, 
and straight ?o 

The shrug, the hum or ha, these petty 
brands 

That calumny doth use— O, I am out!— 
That mercy does, for calumny will sear 
Virtue itself—these shrugs, these hum's 
and ha's. 

When you have said she's goodly, come 
between, 75 

Ere you can say she’s honest. But be’t 
known. 

From him that has most cause to grieve it 
should be. 

She's an adultres§. 

Her. Should a villain say so. 

The most replenish'd villain in the world. 
He were as much more villain: you, my 
lord, 80 

Do but mistake. 

Leon. You have mistook, my iady, 
Polixenes for Leontes. O thou thing! 
Which I’ll not call a creature of thy place. 
Lest barbarism, making me the precedent, 
Should a like language use to all degrees 85 
And mannerly distinguishment leave out 
Betwixt the prince and beggar. 1 have said 
She’s an adultress; I have said with whom. 
More, she's a traitor ; and Camillo is 
A federary with her, and one that knows 90 
What she should shame to know herself 
But with her most vile principal—that she's 
A bed-swerver, even as bad as those 
That vulgars give bold'st titles; ay, and 
privy 

To this their late escape. 

Her. No, by my life, 95 

Privy to none of this. How will this grieve 
you. 

When you shall come to clearer knowledge, 
that 

You thus have publish'd me 1 Gentle my 
lord. 

You scarce can right me throughly then to 
say 

You did mistake. 

Leon. No ; if I mistake xoo 

In those foundations which 1 build upon. 
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Soeoe 1] 

The centre is not big enough to bear 
A school-boy's top. Away with her to 
prison. 

He w’ho shall speak for her is afar oflf guilty 
But that he speaks. 

Her. There’s some ill planet reigns. 
I must be patient till the heavens look jo<. 
With an aspect more favourable. Good my 
lords, 

I am not prone to weeping, as our sex 
Commonly are—the want of which \ aln dew 
Perchance shall dry your pities—but 1 have 
That honourable grief lodg’d here which 
burns 

Worse than tears drown. Beseech you ali, 
my lords. 

With thoughts so qualified as your charities 
Shall best instruct you, measure me; 
and so 

The King's will be perform’d I 

Leon. [To the Guardi Shall I be heard ? 

Her. Who is’t that goes with me ? 
Beseech your Highness no 

My women may be with me, for you see 
My plight requires it. Do not weep, good 
fools ; 

There is no cause; when you shall know 
your mistress no 

Has deserv’d prison, then abound in tears 
As 1 come out: this action 1 now go on 
Is for my better grace. Adieu, my lord, 

1 never wish’d to see you sorry ; now 
I trust I shall. My women, come ; you have 
leave. 

Leon. Go, do our bidding ; hence ! 125 
[Exeunt Hermione, guarded, and ladies. 

1 Lord. Beseech your Highness, call the 
Queen again. 

Ant Be certain what you do, sir, lest 
your justice 

Prove violence, in the which three great 
ones suffer. 

Yourself, your queen, your son. 

1 Lord. For her, ray lord, 

I dare my life lay down—and will do’t, sir. 
Please you t' accept it—that the Queen is 
spotless 331 

r th’ eyes of heaven and to you—I mean 
In this which you accuse her. 

Ant If it prove 

She’s otherwise, I’U keep my stables where 
1 lodge my wife ; I’ll go in couples with her; 
Tlian when 1 feel and see her no farther 
trust her; *36 

For every inch of woman in the world. 

Ay, every dram of woman’s flesh is false, 

If she be. 

Leon. Hold your peaces. 

1 Lord. Good my lord— 

Ant It Is for you we speak, not for 
ourselves. 

You are abused, and by some putter-on 
That will be damn’d for’t. Would I knew 
the villain 1 


I would land-damn him. Be she honour* 
flaw’d— 

I have three daughters: the eldest is 
e’even; 

The second and the third, nine and some 
five; 145 

If this prove true, they’ll pay for’t. By 
mine honour. 

I’ll geld ’em all; fourteen they shall not sec 
To bring false generations. They are co¬ 
heirs ; 

And I had rather glib myself than they 
Should not produce fair issue. 

Leon. Cease ; no more. 150 

You smell this business with a sense as cold 
As is a dead man’s nose ; but I do see't and 
feel't 

As you feel doing thus ; and see withal 
'Ihe instruments that feel. 

Ant. If it be so, 

We need no grave to bury honesty ; 155 

There’s not a grain of it the face to sweeten 
Of the whole dungy earth. 

Leon. What! Lack 1 credit ? 

1 Lord. I had rather you did lack than I, 
my lord, 

Upon this ground; and more it would 
content me 

To have her honour true than your 
suspicion, 160 

Be blam’d for’t how you might. 

Leon, Why, what need we 

Commune with you of this, but rather 
follow 

Our forceful instigation ? Our prerogative 
Calls not your counsels; but our natural 
goodness 

Imparts this ; which, if you~or stupified 
Or seeming so in skill—cannot or will not 
Relish a truth like us, inform yourselves 
We need no more of your advice. The 
matter, 

The loss, the gain, the ord’ring on’t, is all 
Properly ours. 

Ant And I wish, my liege, 170 

You had only in your silent judgment tried 
it, 

Without more overture. 

Leon, How could that be ? 

Either thou art most ignorant by age, 

Or thou wert born a fool. Camillo’s flight, 
Added to their familiarity— 173 

Which was as gross as ever touch'd con¬ 
jecture. 

That lack’d sight only, nought for appro¬ 
bation 

But only seeing, all other circumstances 
Made up to th* deed—doth push on this 
proceeding. 

Yet, for a greater confirmation— i<*o 

For, in an act of this importance, ’twere 
Most piteous to be wild—I have dispatch’d 
in post 

To sacred Delphos, to Apollo’s temple, 
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Cleomenes and Dion, whom you know 
Of stuff’d sufficiency. Now, from the oracle 
They will bring all, whose spiritual counsel 
had, 

Shall stop or spur me. Have I done well ? 
1 Lord. Well done, my lord. 

Leon. Though I am satisfied, and need no 
more 

Than what 1 know, yet shall the oracle 190 
Give rest to th' minds of others such as he 
Whose ignorant credulity will not 
Come up to th* truth. So have we thought 
it good 

From our free person she should be confin’d. 
Lest that the treachery of the two fled 
hence 195 

Be left her to perform. Come, follow us ; 
We are to speak in public ; for this business 
Will raise us all. 

Anf. I Aside] To laughter, as I take it. 

If the good truth were known. [Exciinf. 

Scene II. Sicilia. A prison. 

Enter Paulina, a Gentleman, and 
Attendants. 

Paul. The keeper of the prison—call to 
him; 

Let Iiim have knowledge who I am. 

[Exif Gentleman. 
Good lady I 

No court in Europe is too good for thee ; 
What dost thou then in prison ? 

Re-^nter Gentleman with the Gaoler. 

Now’, good sir. 

You know me, do you not ? 

Gaol. For a worthy lady, 5 

And one who much I honour. 

Paul. Pray you, then. 

Conduct me to the Queen. 

Gaol. I may not, madam ; 

To the contrary I have express command¬ 
ment. 

Paul. Here’s ado, to lock up honesty and 
honour from jo 

Th’ access of gentle visitors ! Is’t lawful, 
pray you. 

To see her women—any of them ? Emilia ? 

Gaol. So please you, madam. 

To put apart these your attendants, I 
Shall bring Emilia forth. 

Paul. I pray now, call her. 15 

Withdraw yourselves. lExeunt Attendants. 

Gaol. And, madam, 

I must be present at your conference, 

Paul. Well, be't so, prithee. [Exit Gaoler, i 
Here’s such ado to make no stain a stain 
As passes colouring. 

Reenter Gaoler, with Emilia. 

, Dear gentlewoman, 20 

How fares our gracious lady ? 
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Emil. As well as one so great and so 
forlorn 

May hold together. On her frights and 
griefs. 

Which never tender lady hath borne greater. 
She is, something before her time, deliver’d. 
Paul. A boy ? 

Emil. A daughter, and a goodly babe. 
Lusty, and like to live. The Queen receives 
Much comfort in’t; says ’ My poor 
prisoner, 

1 am as innocent as you *. 

Paul. I dare be sworn. 

Tliese dangerous unsafe limes i’ th’ King, 
beshrew them! 30 

He must be told on’t, and he shill. The 
office 

Becomes a woman best; I’ll take’t upon 
me; 

If I prove honey-mouth’d, let my tongue 
blister. 

And never to my red-look’d anger be 34 
The trumpet any more. Pray you, Emilia, 
Commend my best obedience to the Queen ; 
If she dares trust me with her little babe, 
I’ll show’t the King, and undertake to be 
Her advocate to th' loud’st. We do not 
know 39 

How he may soften at the sight o* th’ child ; 
The silence often of pure innocence 
Persuades when speaking fails. 

Emil. Most worthy madam. 

Your honour and your goodness is so 
evident 

That your free undertaking cannot miss 
A thriving issue ; there is no lady living 45 
So meet for this great errand. Please your 
ladyship 

To visit the next room. I’ll presently 
Acquaint the Queen of your most noble 
offer; 

Who but to-day hammer’d of this design. 
But durst not tempt a minister of honour, 
Lest she should be denied. 

Paul. Tell her, Emilia, 

I'll use that tongue I have; if wit flow 
from’t 5^ 

As boldness from my bosom, left not be 
doubted 
1 shall do good. 

Emil. Now be you blest for it! 

I’ll to the Queen. Please you come some¬ 
thing nearer. 55 

Gaol. Madam, if’t please the Queen to 
send the babe, 

I know not what 1 shall incur to pass it. 
Having no warrant. 

Paul. You need not fear it, sir. 

This child was prisoner to the womb, and is 
By law and process of great Nature thence 
Freed and enfranchis'd—not a party to 61 
The anger of the King, nor guilty of, 

If any be, the trespass of the Queen. 

Gaol. 1 do believe it. 
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Scene 2] 

Paul, Do not you fear. Upon mine 
honour, I 65 

Will stand betwixt you and danger. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene III. Sicilia, The palace of Leontes. 

Enter Leontes, Antigonus, Lords, and 
Servants. 

Leon, Nor night nor day no rest I It is 
but weakness 

To bear the matter thus—mere weakness. If 
The cause were not in being—part o* th' 
cause. 

She, th' adultress ; for the harlot king 4 
Is quite beyond mine arm, out of the blank 
And level of my brain, plot-proof ; but she 
1 can hook to me—say that she were gone, 
Given to the fire, a moiety of my rest 
Might come to me again. Who's there ? 

1 Serv, My lord ? 

Leon. How does the boy ? 

1 Serv, He took good rest to-night; 
'Tis hop'd his sickness is discharg'd. n 
Leon. To see his nobleness ! 

Conceiving the dishonour of his mother. 
He straight declin’d, droop’d, took it 
deeply, 

Fasten'd and fix’d the shame on't in 
himself, i? 

Threw off his spirit, his appetite, his sleep, 
And downright languish’d. Leave me solely. 
Go, 

See how he fares. [Hxif Servant] Fie, fie I no 
thought of iiim! 

The very thought of my revenges that way 
Recoil upon me—in himself too mighty, 20 
And in liis parties, his alliance. Let him be. 
Until a time may serve; for present 
vengeance. 

Take it on her. Camillo and Polixenes 
Laugh at me, make their pastime at my 
sorrow. 

They should not laugh if I could reach 
them; nor 2? 

Shall she, within my pow’r. 

Enter Paulina, with a Child. 

1 Lord. You must not enter. 

Paul, Nay, rather, good my lords, be 

second to me. 

Fear you his tyrannous passion more, alas, 
Than the Queen's life ? A gracious innocent 
soul, 

More free than he is jealous. 

Ant. That's enough. 

2 Serv. Madam, he hath not slept to¬ 

night ; commanded 
None should come at him. 

Paul Not so hot, good sir; 

1 come to bring him sleep. 'Tis such as you. 
That creep like shadows by him, and do 
sigh 34, 

At each his needless heavings—such as you: 


Nourish the cause of his awaking : I 
Do come with words as medicinal as true. 
Honest as either, to purge him of that 
humour 

That presses him from sleep. 

Leon. What noise there, ho ? 

Paul. No noise, my lord ; but needful 
conference 40 

About some gossips for your Highness. 

Leon, How! 

Away with that audacious lady! Antigonus, 
1 charg’d thee that she should not come 
about me; 

I knew she w’ould. 

Ant, 1 told her so, my lord. 

On your displeasure’s peril, and on mine, 45 
She should not visit you. 

Leon. What, canst not rule her ? 

Paul From all dishonesty he can: in 
this. 

Unless he take the course that you have 
done— 

Commit me for committing honour—trust 
it. 

He shall not rule me. 

Ant. La you now, you hear ! 50 

When she will take the rein, 1 let her run ; 
But she'll not stumble. 

Paul, Good my hege, 1 come— 

And I beseech you hear me, who professes 
Myself your loyal servant, your physician, 
Your most obedient counsellor; yet that 
dares 55 

Less appear so, in comforting your evils. 
Than such as most seem yours —1 say 1 
come 

From your good Queen. 

Le( n. Good Queen! 

Paul. Good Queen, my lord, good Queen 
—1 say good Queen ; 

And would by combat make her good, so 
were I 6 f) 

A man, the worst about you. 

Leon. Force her hence. 

Paul, Let him that makes but trifles of 
his eyes 

First hand me. On mine own accord I’ll off*; 
But first I’ll do my errand. The good 
Queen, 

For she is good, hath brought you forth a 
daughter; 65 

Here 'tis ; commends it to your blessing. 

[Laying doivn the child, 
Leon, Out! 

A mankind witch ! Hence with her, out o’ 
door! 

A most intelligencing bawd ! 

Paid. Not so, 

I am as ignorant in that as you 
In so entitling me; and no less honest 70 
Than you are mad; which is enough. I’ll 
warrant, 

As this world goes, to pass for honest. 
Leon, Traitors! 
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Will you not push her out ? Give her the 
bastard. 

[To Atitifionus] Thou dotard, thou art 
woman-tir*d, unroosted 
By thy Dame Partlet here. Take up the 
bastard; 73 

Take*t up, 1 say ; give't to thy crone. 

Paul, For ever 

Unvenerablc he thy hands, if thou 
Tak'st up the Princess by that forced 
baseness 

Which he has put upon*t! 

Leon. He dreads his wife. 

Paul So I would you did ; tlien 'twere 
past all doubt 8o 

You’d call your children yours. 

Leon. A nest of traitors ! 

AnL I am none, by this good light. 

Paul, Nor 1 ; nor any 

But one that’s here; and that’s himself; 
for he 

The sacred honour of himself, his Queen’s, 
His hopeful son’s, his babe’s, betrays to 
slander, »3 

Whose sting is sharper than the sword’s; 
and will not— 

For, as the case now stands, it is a curse 
He cannot be compell’d to’t—once remove 
Tae root of his opinion, which is rotten 
As ever oak or stone was sound. 

Leon. A callat oo 

Of boundless tongue, who late hatli beat 
her husband, 

And now baits me I This brat is none of 
mine; 

It is the issue of Polixenes. 

Hence with it, and together with the dam 
Commit them to the fire. 

Paul, It is yours. 

And, might we lay th* old proverb to your 
charge. 

So like you ’tis the worse. Behold, my 
lords. 

Although the print be little, the whole 
matter 

And copy of the father—eye, nose, lip. 

The trick of’s frown, his forehead; nay, 
the valley, loj 

The pretty dimples of his chin and cheek ; 
his smiles ; 

The very mould and frame of hand, nail, 
finger. 

And thou, good goddess Nature, which hast 
made it 

So like to him that got it, if thou hast 
The ordering of the mind too, ’mongst all 
colours 105 

No yellow in’t, lest she suspect, as he 
does. 

Her children not her husband’s 1 

Leon, A gross hag! 

And, Ic22l, thou art worthy to be hang’d 
That wilt not stay her tongue. 

Ant, Hang all the husbands 
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That cannot do that feat, you’ll leave 
yourself no 

Hardly one subject. 

Leon. Once more, take her hence. 

Paul. A most unworthy and unnatural 
lord 

Can do no more. 

Leon, I’ll ha’ thee burnt. 

Paid. I care not. 

It is an heretic that makes the fire. 

Not she which burns in’t. I’ll not call you 
tyrant; 115 

But this most cruel usage of your Queen— 
Not able to produce more accusation 
Than your own weak-hing’d fancy—some¬ 
thing savours 

Of tyranny, and will ignoble make you, 
Yea, scandalous to the world. 

Leon, On your allegiance, 120 

Out of the chamber with her! Were I a 
tyrant. 

Where were her life ? She durst not call 
me so. 

If she did know me one. Away with her ! 

Paul. I pray you, do not push me; I’ll 
be gone. 

Look to your babe, my lord; ’tis yours. 

Jove send her 125 

A better guiding spirit I What needs these 
hands ? 

You that are thus so tender o’er his follies 
Will never do him good, not one of you. 
So, so. Farewell; we are gone. f£xii. 

Leon. Thou, traitor, hast set on thy wife 
to this. 11' 

My child! Away with’t. Even thou, that 
hast 

A heart so tender o’er it, take it hence, 
And see it instantly consum’d with fire; 
Even thou, and none but thou. Take it up 
straight. ih 

Within this hour bring me word *tis done. 

And by good testimony, or I’ll seize thy 
life. 

With what thou else call’st thine. If thou 
refuse. 

And wilt encounter with my wrath, say so ; 
Fhe bastard brains with these my proper 
hands 

Shall I dash out. Go, take it to the fire; uo 
For thou set'st on thy wife. 

Ant, I did not, sir. 

These lords, my noble fellow^s, if they please, 
Can clear me in’t. 

Lords, We can. My royal liege, 

He is not guilty of her coming hither. 

Leon. You’re liars all. 145 

1 Lord. Beseech your Highness, give us 
better credit. 

We have always truly serv’d you; and 
beseech 

So to esteem of us ; and on our knees we 
beg. 

As recompense of our dear services 
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Scene 3] 

Past and to come, that you do change this 
‘ purpose, 150 

Which being so horrible, so bloody, must 
Lead on to some foul issue. We all kneel. 

Leon. I am a feather for each wind that 
blows. 

Shall I live on to see this bastard kneel 
And call me father ? Better burn it now vs 5 
Than curse it then. But be it; let it 
live. 

It shall not neither. [To Antigonus] You, 
sir, come you hither. 

You that have been so tenderly officious 
With Lady Margery, your midwife there, 
To save this bastard's life—^for 'tis a 
bastard, iCo 

So sure as this beard's grey—w'hat will you 
adventure 

To save this brat's life ? 

AnL Anything, my lord. 

That my ability may undergo. 

And nobleness impose. At least, thus 
much: h>i 

I'll pawn the little blood which I have left 
To save the innocent—anything possible. 

Leotu It shall be possible. Swear by this 
sword 

Thou wilt perform my bidding. 

AnU I will, my lord. 

Leon* Mark, and perform it—seest thou ? 
For the fail 

Of any point in't shall not only be j 7 ^ 
Death to thyself, but to thy lewd-tongu'd 
wife. 

Whom for this time we pardon. We enjoin 
thee. 

As thou art liegeman to us, that thou carr>^ 
Tiiis female bastard hence ; and that thou 
bear it 171 

To some remote and desert place, quite out 
Of our dominions; and that there thou 
leave it. 

Without more mercy, to it own protection 
And favour of the climate. As by strange 
fortune 

It came to us, 1 do in justice charge thee. 
On thy soul's peril and thy body's torture. 
That thou commend it strangely to some 
place iSi 

Where chance may nurse or end it. Take 
it up. 

Ant. I swear to do this, though a present 
death 

Had been more merciful. Come on, poor 
babe. 

Some powerful spirit instruct the kites and 
ravens 185 

To be thy nurses 1 Wolves and bears, they 
say. 

Casting their savageness aside, have done 
Like offices of pity. Sir, be prosperous 
In more than this deed does require! And 
blessing 

Against this cruelty fight on thy side, 190 


Poor thing, condemn'd to loss 1 

with the child. 

Leon, No, I'll not rear 

Another's issue. 

Enter a Servant. 

Serv. Please your Highness, posts 

From those you sent to th' oracle are 
come 

An hour since. Cleomenes and Dion, 

Being well arriv'd from Delphos, arc both 
landed, 195 

Hasting to th' court. 

1 Lord. So please you, sir, their speed 
Hath been beyond account. 

Leon. Twenty-three days 

They have been absent; 'tis good speed ; 
foretells 

'fhe great Apollo suddenly will have 
ihe truth of this appear. Prepare you, 

lords; 2(x* 

Summon a session, that we may arraign 
Our most disloyal lady ; for, as she hath 
Been publicly accus’d, so shall she have 
A just and open trial. While she lives. 

My heart will be a burden to me. Leave 
me; ^05 

And think upon my bidding. (Exeunt. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Sicilia. On Lhe road to the Capital. 
Enter Cleomenes and Dion. 

Cleo. The climate's delicate, the air most 
sweet, 

Fertile the isle, the temple much surpassing 
The common praise it bears. 

Dio, I shall report. 

For most it caught me, the celestial habits— 
Methinks I so should term them—and the 
reverence 5 

Of the grave wearers. O, the sacrifice! 
How ceiemonious, solemn, and unciirthly, 
It was i' til' off’ring I 
Cleo, But of all, the burst 

And the car-deaf'ning voice o' th* oracle. 
Kin to Jove's thunder, so surpris’d my 
sense 10 

That I was nothing. 

Dion, If th' event o' th' journey 

Prove as successful to the Queen—O, be't 
so I— 

As it hath been to us rare, pleasant, speedy. 
The time is worth the use on’t. 

Cleo, Great Apollo 

Turn all to th* best! These proclamations. 
So forcing faults upon Hermione, 16 

1 little like. 

Dion, The violent carriage of it 
Will clear or end the business. When the 
oracle— 

Thus by Apollo's great divine seal'd up— 
Shall the contents discover, something rare 
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Even then will rush to knowledge. Go; 

fresh horses. 21 

And gracious be the issue! [Exeuni, 

Scene II. Sicilia, A court of justice. 
Enter Leontes, Lords, and Officers. 

Leon, This sessions, to our great grief we 
pronounce. 

Even pushes 'gainst our heart—the party 
tried, 

The daughter of a king, our wife, and one 
Of us too much belov’d. Let us be clear’d 
Of being tyrannous, since we so openly 5 
Proceed in justice, which shall have due 
course. 

Even to the guilt or the purgation. 
Produce the prisoner. 

Offi, It is his Highness' pleasure that the 
Queen 

Appear in person here in court. 

Enter Hermione, as to her trial, Paulina, 
and Ladies. 

Silence! 10 

Leon, Read the indictment. 

Offi, [Reads] * Hermione, Queen to the 
worthy Leontes, King of Sicilia, thou art 
here accused and arraigned of high treason, 
in committing adultery with Polixencs, 
King of Bohemia; and conspiring with 
Cam.illo to take away the life of our 
sovereign lord the King, thy royal husband: 
the pretence whereof being by circum¬ 
stances partly laid open, thou, Hermione, 
contrary to the faith and allegiance of a true 
subject, didst counsel and aid them, for 
their better safety, to fly away by night.’ 
Her, Since what I am to say must be 
but that 20 

Which contradicts my accusation, and 
The testimony on my part no other 
But what comes from myself, it shall scarce 
boot me 

To say ' Not guilty ’. Mine integrity 
Being counted falsehood shall, as I express 
it, 25 

Be so receiv'd. But thus—if pow’rs divine 
Behold our human actions, as they do, 

I doubt not then but innocence shall make 
False accusation blush, and tyranny 
Tremble at patience. You, my lord, best 
know— 30 

Who least will seem to do so—my past life; 
Hath been as continent, as chaste, as true. 
As 1 am now unhappy ; which is more 
Than history can pattern, though devis’d 
And play'd to take spectators ; for behold 
me— 35 

A fellow of the royal bed, which owe 
A moiety of the throne, a great king's 
daughter, 

The mother to a hopeful prince—^liere 
standing 


[Act 3 

To prate and talk for life and honour fore 
Who please to come and hear. For life, I 
prize it 40 

As I weigh grief, which I would spare ; for 
honour, 

'Tis a derivative from me to mine, 

And only that I stand for. I appeal 
To your own conscience, sir, before 
Polixenes 

Came to your court, how I was in your 
grace, 45 

How merited to be so ; since he came, 
With what encounter so uncurrent I 
Have strain’d t' appear thus; if one jot 
beyond 

The bound of honour, or in act or will 49 
That way inclining, hard’ned be the hearts 
Of all that hear me, and my near’st of kin 
Cry fie upon my grave ! 

Leon, I ne’er heard yet 

That any of these bolder vices wanted 
Less impudence to gainsay what they did 
Than to perform it first. 

Her, That’s true enough ; 55 

Though 'tis a saying, sir, not due to me. 
Leon. You will not own it. 

Her. More than mistress of 

Which comes to me in name of fault, I 
must not 

At ail acknowledge. For Polixenes, 

With whom 1 am accus’d, 1 do confess 60 
1 lov’d him as in honour he requir'd ; 

With such a kind of love as might become 
A lady like me; with a love even such. 

So and no other, as yourself commanded ; 
Which not to have done, I think had been 
in me os 

Both disobedience and ingratitude 
To you and toward your friend ; whose love 
had spoke. 

Even since it could speak, from an infant, 
freely, 

That it was yours. Now for conspiracy : 

I know not how it tastes, though it be 
dish’d 70 

For me to try how ; all 1 know of it 
Is that Camillo was an honest man ; 

And why he left your court, the gods 
themselves, 

Wotting no more than 1 , are ignorant. 
Leon. You knew of his departure, as you 
know 75 

What you have underta’en to do in’s 
absence. 

Her. Sir, 

You speak a language that 1 understand 
not. 

My life stands in the level of your dreams, 
Which I’ll lay down. 

Leon, Your actions are my dreams. 
You had a bastard by Polixenes, 81 
And I but dream’d it. As you were past 
all shame— 

Those of your fact are so—so past all truth; 
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Which to deny concerns more than avails ; 
for as 

Thy brat hath been cast out, like to itself, 
No father owning it—which is indeed 
More criminal in thee than it—so thou 
Shalt feel our justice ; in whose easiest 
passage 

Look for no less than death. 

Her, Sir, spare your threats. 

The bug which you would fright me with 
I seek. 9 * 

To me can life be no commodity. 

The crown and comfort of my life, your 
favour, 

I do give lost, for I do feel it gone. 

But know not how it went; my second 
Joy 

And first fruits of my body, from his 
presence 95 

I am barr’d, like one infectious ; my third 
comfort, 

Starr’d most unluckily, is from my breast— 
The innocent milk in it most innocent 
mouth— 

Hill’d out to murder ; myself on every post 
Proclaim’d a strumpet; with immodest 
hatred lou 

The child-bed privilege denied, which 'longs 
To women of all fashion ; lastly, hurried 
Here to this place, i’ th’ open air. before 
I have got strength of limit. Now, my 
liege, 

Tell me what blessings 1 have here alive i< ^ 
That I should fear to die. Therefore 
proceed. 

But yet hear this—mistake me not: no 
life, 

1 prize it not a straw, but for mine honour 
Which I would free—if I shall be con¬ 
demn’d 

Upon surmises, all proofs sleeping else no 
But what your jealousies awake, I tell you 
’Tis rigour, and not law. Your honours all, 
1 do refer me to the oracle : 

Apollo be my judge! 

1 Lord, This your request 114 

Is altogether just. Therefore, bring forth, 
And in Apollo's name, his oracle. 

[Exeunt certain Officers. 

Her. The Emperor of Russia was my 
father; 

O that he were alive, and here beholding 
His daughter's trial! that he did but see 
The flatness of my misery ; yet with eyes 
Of pity, not revenge! 121 

Re-enter Officers, with Cleomenes and 
Dion. 

Offi. You here shall swear upon this 
sword of justice 

That you, Cleomenes and Dion, have 
Been both at Delphos, and from thence 
have brought 124 

This seal’d-up oracle, by the hand deliver'd 


Of great Apollo’s priest; and that since 
then 

You have not dar’d to break the holy seal 
Nor read the secrets in’t. 

Cleo., Dion. All this we swear. 

Leon, Break up the seals and read. 120 
Offi. [Reads] * Hermione is chaste; 
Polixenes blameless; Camillo a true 
subject; Leontes a jealous tyrant; his 
innocent babe truly begotten ; and the 
King shall live without an heir, if that 
which is lost be not found.’ 

Lords, Now blessed be the great Apollo ! 
Her. Praised! 

Leon. Hast thou read truth ? 

Offi. Ay, my lord ; even so 

As it is here set down. i.v> 

Leon. There is no truth at all i’ tii’ 
oracle. 

The sessions shall proceed. This is mere 
falsehood. 

Enter a Servant. 

Serv, My lord the King, the King ! 

Leon. What is the business ? 

Serv. O sir, I shall be hated to report it: 
The Prince your son, with mere conceit and 
fear ht 

Of the Queen’s speed, is gone. 

Leon. How ! Gone ? 

Serv. Is dead. 

Leon. Apollo’s angry ; and the heavens 
themselves 

Do strike at my injustice. 

[Hermione swoons. 
How now, there I 

Paul. This news is mortal to the Queen. 
Look down 14') 

And see what death is doing. 

Leon. Take her hence. 

Her heart is but o’ercharg’d; she will 
recover. 

I have too much believ’d mine own 
suspicion. 

Beseech you tenderly apply to her 
Some remedies for life. lExeimi Paulina 
and Ladies with Hermicne. 
Apol o> pardon 150 

My great profaneness ’gainst thine oracle. 
I’ll reconcile me to Polixenes, 

New woo my queen, recall the good 

Camillo— 

Whom I proclaim a man of truth, of mercy. 
For, being transported by my jealousies 15 5 
To bloody thoughts and to revenge, I chose 
Camillo for the minister to poison 
My friend Polixenes ; which had been done 
But that the good mind of Camillo tardied 
My swift command, though I with death 
and with 160 

Reward did threaten and encourage him. 
Not doing it and being done. He, most 
humane 

And fill'd with honour, to my kingly guest 
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Unclasp’d my practice, quit his fortunes 
here. 

Which you knew great, and to the certain 
hazard 165 

Of all incertainties himself commended, 
No richer than his honour. How he glisters 
Thorough my rust! And how his piety 
Does my deeds make the blacker I 

Re-^nter Paulina. 

Paul, Woe the while! 

O, cut my lace, lest my heart, cracking it, 
Break too I 

1 Lord, What fit is this, good lady ? 

Paul, Wliat studied torments, tyrant, 
hast for me ? 

What wheels, racks, fires ? what flaying, 
boiling 

In leads or oils ? What old or newer torture 
Must I receive, whose every word deserves 
To taste of thy most worst ? Thy tyranny 
Together working with thy jealousies, 177 
Fancies too weak for boys, too green and 
idle 

For girls of nine—O, think what they have 
done. 

And then run mad indeed, stark mad; 

for all i&u 

Thy by-gone fooleries were but spices of it. 
That thou betray’dst Polixenes, *twas 
nothing; 

That did but show thee, of a fool, incon¬ 
stant. 

And damnable ingratcful. Nor was't much 
Thou wouldst have poison’d good Camillo’s 
honour, 185 

To have him kill a king—poor trespasses, 
More monstrous standing by; whereof 1 
reckon 

The casting forth to crows thy baby 
daughter 

To be or none or little, though a devil 
Would have shed water out of fire ere 
done’t; 

Nor is’t directly laid to thee, the death 191 
Of the youn; Prince, whose honourable 
thoughts— 

Thoughts high for one so tender—cleft the 
heart 

That could conceive a gross and foolish sire 
Blemish’d his gracious dam. lliis is not, no. 
Laid to thy answer ; but the last—O lords. 
When I have said, cry ’ Woe! *—the 
Queen, the Queen, 

The sweet'st, dear’st creature’s dead; and 
vengeance for’t 
Not dropp’d down yet. 

1 Lord. The higher pow'rs forbid I 

Paul, I say she’s dead ; I’ll swear’t. If 
word nor oath soo 

Prevail not, go and sec. If you can bring 
Tincture or lustre in her lip, her eye. 

Heat outwardly or breath within, I’ll serve 
you 


[Act 3 

As 1 w'ould do the gods. Bat, O thou 
tyrant! 

Do not repent these things, for they are 
heavier 205 

Than all thy woes can stir; therefore be¬ 
take thee 

To nothing but despair. A thousand knees 
Ten thousand years together, naked, 
fasting, 

Upon a barren mountain, and still winter 
In storm perpetual, could not move the 
gods 210 

To look that way thou wert. 

Leon, Go on, go on. 

Thou canst not speak too much; I have 
deserv’d 

All tongues to talk their bitt’rest. 

1 Lord. Say no more ; 

Howe’er the business goes, you have made 
fault 

1 ’ th’ boldness of your speech. 

Paul, I am sorry for’t. 215 

All faults I make, when 1 shall come to 
know them, 

I do repent. Alas, 1 have show’d too much 
The rashness of a w^orr an! He is touch'd 
To th’ noble heart. What’s gone and what’s 
past help 

Should be past grief. Do not receive 
affliction 220 

At my petition ; I beseech you, rather 
Let me be punish’d that have minded you 
Of what you should forget. Now, good my 
liege, 

Sir, royal sir, forgive a foobsh woman. 224 
The love I bore your queen—lo, fool again I 
I’il speak of her no more, nor of your 
children; 

rU not remember you of my own lord, 
Who is lost too. Take your patience to you. 
And ril say nothing. 

Leon, Thou didst speak but well 

When most the truth; which I receive 
much better 230 

Than to be pitied of thee. Prithee, bring 
me 

To the dead bodies of my queen and son. 
One gmve shall be for both. Upon them 
shaU 

The causes of their death appear, unto 
Our shame perpetual. Once a day I’ll visit 
The chapel where they lie; and tears shed 
there 236 

Shall be my recreation. So long as nature 
Will bear up with this exercise, so long 
1 daily vow to use it. Come, and lead me 
To these sorrows. [Exeunt, 

Scene HI. Bohemia, The sea-coast. 

Enter Antigonus with the Child, and a 
Mariner. 

Ant, Thou art perfect then our ship hath 
touch’d upon 


39^1 



THE WINTER’S TALE 


Scene 3] 


The deserts of Bohemia ? 

Mar. Ay, my lord, and fear 

We have landed in ill time ; the skies look 
grimly 

And threaten present blusters. In my 
conscience. 

The heavens with that we have in hand are 
angry 5 

And frown upon *s. 

Ant Their sacred wills be done ! Go, get 
aboard ; 

Look to thy bark. I’ll not be long before 
1 call upon thee. 

Mar. Make your best haste; and go not 

Too far i’ th’ land; *tis like to be loud 
weather; u 

Besides, this place is famous for the 
creatures 

Of prey that keep upon’t. 

Ant. Go thou away ; 

I’ll follow instantly. 

Mar. I am glad at heart 

To be so rid o’ th* buiiness. [Exit. 

Ant. Come, poor babe, 

I have heard, but not bel'ev'd, the spirits 
o’ th’ dead 

May walk again. If such thing be, thy 
mother 

Appear’d to me last night; for ne’er was 
dream 

So like a waking. To me comes a creature, 
Sometimes her head on one side some 
another— 20 

I never saw a vessel of like sorrow, 

So fill’d and so becoming; in pure white 
robes, 

Like very sanctity, she did approach 
My cabin where 1 lay ; thrice bow’d before 
me; 24 

And, gasping to begin some speech, her eyes 
Became two spouts ; the fury spent, anon 
Did this break from her: * Good Antigonus, 
Since fate, against thy better disposition. 
Hath made thy person for the thrower- 
out 

Of my poor babe, according to thine oath. 
Places remote enough are in Bohemia, 
There weep, and leave It crying; and, for 
the babe 

Is counted lost for ever, Perdita 
1 prithee cairt. For this ungentle business. 
Put on thee by my lord, thou ne’er shalt sec 
Thy wife Paulina more*. And so, with 
shrieks, 36 

She melted into air. Affrighted much, 

I did in time collect myself, and thought 
This was so and no slumber. Dreams are 
toys; 

Yet, for this once, yea, superstitiously, 40 
I will be squar’d by this. I do believe 
Hermione hath suffer’d death, and that 
Apollo would, this being indeed the issue 
Of King Polixenes, it should here be laid, 
Either for life or death, upon the earth 45 


Of its right father. Blossom, speed thee 
well! [Laying down the child. 

There lie, and there thy character; there 
these [Laying douni a bundle. 

Which may, if fortune please, both breed 
thee, pretty, 

And still rest thine. The storm begins. 

Poor wretch, 49 

That for thy mother’s fault art thus expos'd 
To loss and what may follow! Weep I 
cannot, 

But my heart bleeds; and most acciirs’d 
am I 

To be by oath enjoin’d to this. Farewell I 
Ihc day frowns more and more. Thou’rt 
like to have 

A lullaby too rough ; I never saw 55 
The heavens so dim by day. (Noise of 
hunt within] A savage clamour I 
Well may 1 get aboard ! I'his is the chase ; 
I am goi.e for ever. (Exii, pursued by a bear. 

Enter an old Shepherd. 

Shep. I would there were no age between 
ten and three and twenty, or that youth 
vouUl sleep out the rest; for there is 
nothing in the between but getting wenches 
with child, wronging the ancientry, stealing, 
fighting—[Horns) Hark you now! Would 
any but these boil’d brains of nineteen and 
two and tw'enty hunt this weather ? They 
have scar’d awav two of my best sheep, 
which I fear the wolf will sooner find than 
the master. If any where I have them, ’tis 
by the sea-side, browsing of ivy. Good 
luck, an’t be thy will! What have we here ? 
[Taking up the child} Mercy on’s, a barne ! 
A very pretty barne. A boy or a child, I 
wonder ? A pretty one; a very pretty 
one—sure, some scape. Though I am not 
bookish, yet I can read waiting-gentle- 
woman in the scape. This has been some 
stair-work, some trunk-work, some behind- 
door-work; they were warmer that got 
tliis than the poor thing is here. I’ll take 
it up for pity; yet I’ll tarry till my son 
come; he halloo’d but even now. Whoa- 

ho-hoa! 7^ 

Enter Clown. 

CIo. Hilloa, loa! 

Shep. What, art so near ? If thou’lt see 
a thing to talk on when thou art dead and 
rotten, come hither. What ail’st thou, 

man ? 80 

Clo. I have seen two such sights, by sea 
and by land I But I am not to say it is a 
sea, for it is now the sky; betwixt the 
firmament and it you cannot thrust a 
bodkin’s point. 

Shep. Why, boy, how is it ? 85 

Clo. I would you did but see how it 
chafes, how it rages, how it takes up the 
shore I But that’s not to the point. O, the 
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most piteous cry of the poor souls ! Some¬ 
times to see 'em, and not to see 'em : now 
the ship boring the moon with her main¬ 
mast, and anon swallowed with yeast and 
froth, as you’d thrust a cork into a hogs¬ 
head. And then for the land service—to 
see how the bear tore out his shoulder-bone; 
how he cried to me for help, and said his 
name was Antigonus, a nobleman! But to 
make an end of the ship—to see how the 
sea flap-dragon’d it; but first, how the 
poor souls roared, and the sea mock’d 
them; and how the poor gentleman 
roared, and the bear mock’d him, both 
roaring louder than the sea or weather. 

Shep, Name of mercy, when was this, 
boy ? 

Clo. Nows now ; I have not wink’d since 
1 saw these sights ; the men are not yet 
cold under water, nor the bear half din'd 
on the gentleman ; he’s at it now'. 

Shep. Would I had been by to have 
help’d the old man ! 105 

Clo. I would you had been by the ship- 
side, to have help’d her ; there your charit>' 
would have lack'd footing. 

Shep. Heavy matters, heavy matters ! 
But look thee here, boy. Now bless thyself; 
thou met’st with things dying, I with 
things new-born. Here’s a sight for thee; 
look thee, a bearing-cloth for a squire’s 
child ! Look thee here ; take up, take up, 
boy ; open’t. So, let’s see—it was told me 
I should be rich by the fairies. This is some 
changeling. Open’t. What’s within, boy ? ii i 

Clo. You’re a made old man ; if the sins 
of your youth are forgiven you, you’re well 
to live. Gold ! all gold ! 

Shep. This is fairy gold, boy, and ’twill 
prove so. Up with't, keep it close. Home, 
home, the next way ! We are lucky, boy ; 
and to be so still requires nothing but 
secrecy. Let my sheep go. Come, good boy, 
the next way home. 

Clo. Go you the next way with your 
findings. I'll go see if the bear be gone 
from the gentleman, and how much he hath 
eaten. They are never curst but when they 
are hungry. If there be any of him left, 
I'll bury it. 1^3 

Shep. That’s a good deed. If thou mayest 
discern by that which is left of him what 
he is, fetch me to th’ sight of him. 

Clo. Marry, will I; and you shall help 
to put him i’ th’ groimd. j.vj 

Shep. 'Tis a lucky day, boy; and we’ll 
do good deeds on’t. [Exeunt. 

ACT FOUR 
Scene I. 

Enter Time, the Chorus. 

Time. I, that please some, try all, both 
Joy and terror 


[Act 4 

Of good and bad, that makes and unfolds 
error. 

Now take upon me, in the name of Time, 
To use my wings. Impute it not a crime 
To me or my swift passage that I slide 5 
O’er sixteen years, and leave the growth 
untried 

Of that wide gap, since it is in my pow’r 
To o’erthrow law, and in one self-born hour 
To plant and o’erwhelm custom. Let me 
pass 

The same 1 am, ere ancient’st order was 10 
Or what is now receiv’d. I witness to 
The times that brought them in ; so shall 
I do 

To th’ freshest things now reigning, and 
make stale 

The glistering of this present, as my tale 
Now seems to it. Your patience this 
allowing, 15 

I turn my glass, and give my scene such 
growing 

As you had slept between. Leontes leav¬ 
ing— 

Th’ effects of his fond jealousies so grieving 
That he shuts up himself—imagine me. 
Gentle spectators, that 1 now may be 20 
In fair Bohemia ; and remember well 
I mention’d a son o’ th’ King’s, wliich 
Florizcl 

I now name to you; and with speed so 
pace 

To speak of Perdita, now grown in grace 21 
Equal with wond’ring. What of her ensues 
I list not prophesy ; but let Time's news 
Be known when 'tis brought forth. A 
shepherd’s daughter. 

And what to her adheres, which follows 
after, 

Is th’ argument of Time. Of this allow, ;<) 
If ever you have spent time worse ere now^; 
If never, yet that Time himself doth say 
He wishes earnestly you never may. [Exit. 

Scene II. Bohemia. The palace of Polixenes. 
Enter Polixenes and Camillo. 

Pol. I pray thee, good Camillo, be no 
more importunate : ’tis a sickness denying 
thee* anything ; a death to grant this. 

Cam. It is fifteen years since I saw my 
country ; though I have for the most part 
been aired abroad, I desire to lay my bones 
there. Besides, the penitent King, my 
master, hath sent for me ; to whose feeling 
sorrows I might be some allay, or I o’er- 
ween to think so, which is another spur to 
my departure. 9 

Pol. As thou lov’st me, Camillo, wipe not 
out the rest of thy services by leaving me 
now. The need I have of thee thine own 
goodness hath made. Better not to have 
had thee than thus to want thee; thou, 
having made me businesses which none 
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without thee can sufficiently manage, must 
either stay to execute them thyself, or take 
away with thee the very services thou hast 
done; which if 1 have not enough con¬ 
sidered—as too much 1 cannot—to be 
more thankful to thee shall be my study; 
and my profit therein the heaping friend¬ 
ships. Of that fatal country Sicilia, prithee 
speak no more; whose very naming 
punishes me with the remembrance of that 
penitent, as thou call’st him, and rccon 
ciled king, my brother; whose loss of his 
most precious queen and children are ever 
now to be afresh lamented. Say to me, 
when saw'st thou the Prince rioricel, my 
son ? Kings are no less unhappy, their 
issue not being gracious, than they are in 
losing them when they have approved their 
virtues. 

Cam, Sir, it is three days since I saw the 
Prince. What his happier affairs may be 
are to me unknown ; but 1 have missingly 
noted he is of late much retired from court, 
and is less frequent to his princely exercises 
than formerly he hath appeared. 

Pol. I have considered so much, Camillo, 
and with some care, so for that I have eyes 
under my service which look upon his 
removedness; from whom 1 have this 
intelligence, that he is seldom from the 
house of a most homely shepherd—a man, 
they say, that from very nothing, and 
beyond the imagination of his neighbours, 
is grown into an unspeakable estate. 

Cam. I have heard, sir, of such a man, 
who hath a daughter of most rare note. 
The report of her is extended more than 
can be thought to begin from such a 
cottage. 4- 

PoU That’s likewise part of my intel¬ 
ligence ; but, I fear, the angle that plucks 
our son thither. I'hou shalt accompany us 
to the place ; where we will, not appearing 
what we are, have some question with the 
shepherd ; from whose simplicity I think 
it not uneasy to get the cause of my son’s 
resort thither. Prithee be my present 
partner in this business, and lay aside the 
thoughts of Sicilia. 

Cam. I willingly obey your command. 50 

Pol. My best Camillo I We must disguise 
ourselves. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Bohemia. A road near the 
shepherd*s cottage. 

Enter Autolycus, singing. 

When daffodils begin to peer, 

With heigh! the doxy over the dale. 
Why, then comes in the sweet o* the 
year. 

For the red blood reigns in the winter’s 
pale. ! 


The white sheet bleaching on the hedge, 5 
With heigh! the sweet birds, O, how 
they sing! 

Doth set my pugging tooth on edge. 

For a quart of ale is a dish for a king. 

The lark, that tirra-lirra chants. 

With heigh ! with heigh ! the thrush and 
the jay, 10 

Are summer songs for me and my aunts. 
While we lie tumbling in the hay. 

1 have serv’d Prince Florizel, and in my 
time wore three-pile ; but now 1 am out 
of service. 

But shall 1 go mourn for that, my dear ? 15 
The pale moon shines by night; 

And when I wander here and there, 

I then do most go right. 

If tinkers may have leave to live, 

And bear the sow-skin budget, 20 

Then my account 1 well may give 
And in the stocks avouch it. 

My traffic is sheets ; when the kite builds, 
look to lesser linen. My father nam’d me 
Autolycus ; who, being, as I am, litter’d 
under Mercury, was likewise a snapper-up 
of unconsidered trifles. With die and drab 
I purchas’d this caparison ; and my revenue 
is the silly-cheat. Gallows and knock are 
too powerful on the highway ; beating and 
hanging are terrors to me; for the life to 
come, I sleep out the thought of it. A prize! 
a prize! 30 

Enter Clown. 

Clo. Let me see: every 'leven wether 
tods ; every tod yields pound and odd 
shilling; fifteen hundred shorn, what 
comes the wool to ? 

Aid. [Aside] If the springe hold, the 
cock's mine. 31 

Clo. I cannot do 't without counters. 
Let me see: what am I to buy for our 
sheep-shearing feast ? Three pound of 
sugar, five pound of currants, rice—what 
will this sister of mine do with rice ? But 
my father hath made her mistress of the 
feast, and she lays it on. She hath made 
me four and twenty nosegays for the 
shearers—three-man song-men all, and 
very good ones; but they are most of 
them means and bases; but one Puritan 
amongst them, and he sings psalms to 
hornpipes. I must have saffron to colour 
the warden pies ; mace ; dates—none, 
that’s out of my note ; nutmegs, seven ; 
a race or two of ginger, but that 1 may beg; 
four pound of prunes, and as many of 
raisins o’ th’ sun. 40 

Aut. [Grotfelling on the ground] O that 
ever I was born! 

Clo. r th’ name of me! 
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Aut, O, hMp me, help me ! Pluck but off 
these rags ; and then, death, death I 5 
C.O. Alack, poor soul! thou hast need 
of more rags to lay on thee, rather than 
have these off* 

Aut. O sir, the loathsomeness of them 
offend me more than the stripes I have 
received, which are mighty ones and 
millions. ^3 

Clo. Alas, poor man ! a million of beating 
may come to a great matter. 

Aid. I am robb’d, sir, and beaten; my 
money and apparel ta’en from me, and 
these detestable things put upon me. 60 
Clo. What, by a horseman or a footman ? 
Aid. A footman, sweet sir, a footman. 
Clo. Indeed, he should be a footman, by 
the garments he has left with thee; if 
this be a horseman's coat, it hath seen 
very hot service. Lend me thy hand. I’ll 
help thee. Come, lend me thy hand. 

[Helping him up. 
Aut. O, good sir, tenderly, O I 
Clo. Alas, poor soul! 

AuL O, good sir, softly, good sir; I 
fear, sir, my shoulder blade is out. ;<> 
Clo. How now ! Canst stand ? 

Aul. Softly, dear sir [Picks his pocket]; 
good sir, softly. You ha' done me a 
charitable office. 

Clo. Dost lack any money ? I have a 
little money for thee. 75 

Aut. No, good sweet sir; no, I beseech 
you, sir. I have a kinsman not past three 
quarters of a mile hence, unto whom 1 was 
going; I shall there have money or any¬ 
thing I want. Offer me no money, I pray 
you ; that kills my heart, « • 

Clo. What manner of fellow was he that 
robb’d you ? 

Aul. A fellow, sir, that I have known to 
go about with troll-my-dames; I knew 
him once a servant of the Prince. I cannot 
tell, good sir, for which of his virtues it was, 
but he was certainly whipt out of the 
court. 

Clo. His vices, you would say; there’s 
no virtue whipt out of the court. They 
cherish it to make it stay there; and yet 
it will no more but abide. 

Aut. Vices, I w^ould say, sir. I know this 
man well; he hath been since an ape- 
bearer ; then a process-server, a bailiff; 
then he compass’d a motion of the Prodigal 
Son, and married a tinker’s wife within a 
mile where my land and living lies; and, 
having flown over many knavish profes¬ 
sions, he settled only in rogue. Some call 
him Autolycus. 9^ 

Clo. Oat upon him 1 prig, for my life, 
prig! He haunts wakes, fairs, and bear- 
baitings. 

Aut. Very true, sir; he, sir, he; that’s 
the rogue that put me into this apparel. 99 
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Clo. Not a more cowardly rogue in all 
Bohemia; if you had but look’d big and 
spit at him, he'd have run. 

Aut. 1 must confess to you, sir, 1 am no 
fighter; I am false of heart that way ; and 
that he knew, 1 warrant him. 

Clo. How do you now ? 105 

Aut. Sweet sir, much better than I was; 
I can stand and walk. 1 will even take my 
leave of you and pace softly towards my 
kinsman's. 

Clo. Shall I bring thee on the way ? J09 
Aut. No, good-fac'd sir; no, sweet sir. 
Clo. Tlien fare thee well. 1 must go buy 
spices for our sheep-shearing. 

Aut. Prosper you, sweet sir ! [Exit Clown* 
Your purse is not hot enough to purchase 
your spice. I’ll be with you at your sheep¬ 
shearing too. If I make not this cheat bring 
out another, and the shearers prove sheep, 
let me be unroll'd, and my name put in the 
book of virtue! [Sijigs. 

Jog on, jog on, the footpath way. 

And merrily hent the stilc-a ; 

A merry heart goes all the day, 1^0 
Your sad tires in a mile-a. [Exit, 

Scene IV. Bohemia. The shepherd's 
cottage. 

Enter Florizel and Perdita. 

Flo. These your unusual weeds to each 
part of you 

Do give a life—no shepherdess, but Flora 
Peering in April's front. This your sheep- 
shearing 

Is as a meeting of the petty gods, 

And you the Queen on’t. 

Per. Sir, my gracious lord, 5 

To chide at your extremes it not becomes 
me— 

O, pardon that I name them I Your high 
self. 

The gracious mark o* th* land, you have 
obscur'd 

With a swain's wearing; and me, poor 
lowly maid, 

Most goddess-like prank’d up. But that our 
feasts TO 

In every mess have folly, and the feeders 
Digest it with a custom, I should blush 
To see you so attir’d; swoon, I think, 

To show myself a glass. 

Flo. I bless the time 14 

When my good falcon made her flight across 
Thy father’s ground. 

Per, Now Jove afford you cause ! 

To me the difference forges dread; your 
greatness 

Hath not been us’d to fear. Even now I 
tremble 

To think your father, by some accident, 
Should pass this way, as you did. O, the 
Fates I ao 
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How would he look to see his work, so 
noble. 

Vilely bound up ? What would he say 7 Or 
how 

Should I, in these my borrowed flaunts, 
behold 

The sternness of his presence 7 
Flo* Apprehend 

Nothing but jollity. The gods themselves, 
Humbling their deities to love, have taken 
The shapes of beasts upon them : Jupiter 
Became a bull and bellow’d; the green 
Neptune 

A ram and bleated; and the firc-rob‘d 
god. 

Golden Apollo, a poor humble swain, 3 - 
As 1 seem now. Their transformations 
Were never for a piece of beauty rarer, 
Nor in a way so chaste, since my desires 
Run not before mine honour, nor my lusts 
Burn hotter than my faith. 

Per, O, but, sir, 

Your resolution cannot hold when Tis 
Oppos'd, as it must be, by th’ pow'r of the 
King. 

One of these two must be necessities. 
Which then will speak, that you must 
change this purpose, 

Or I my life. 

Flo, Thou dearest Perdita, 40 

With these forc’d thoughts, I prithee, 
darken not 

The mirth o' th' feast. Or I'll be thine, my 
fair. 

Or not my father's ; for I cannot be 
Mine own, nor anything to any, if 44 
1 be not thine. To this 1 am most constant, 
Th jugh destiny say no. Be merry, gentle ; 
Strangle such thoughts as these with 
any thing 

That you behold the while. Your guests are 
corning. 

Lift up your countenance, as it were the day 
Of celebration of that nuptial which 
We two have sworn shall come. 

Per. O Lady Fortune, 

Stand you auspicious! 

Flo. See, your guests approach. 

Address yourself to entertain them 
sprightly, 

And let's be red with mirth. 

Enter Shepherd, with Polixenes and Cam- 
ILLO, disguised; Clown, Moesa, Dorcas, 
with Others. 

Shep, Fie, daughter! When my old wife 
liv'd, upon 55 

This day she was both pantler, butler, cook; 
Both dame and servant; welcom'd all; 
serv'd all; 

Would sing her song and dance her turn; 
now here 

At upper end o' th' table, now i' th' middle; 
On his shoulder, and his ; her face o* fire 60 


With labour, and the thing she took to 
quench it 

She would to each one sip. You are retired, 
As if you were a feasted one, and not 
The hostess of the meeting. Pray you bid 
These unknown friends to's welcome, for 
it is <>f> 

A way to make us better friends, more 
known. 

Come, quench your blushes, and present 
yourself 

That which you are. Mistress o’ th’ Feast. 
Come on, 

And bid us welcome to your sheep- 
shearing, 

As your good flock shall prosper. 

Per, [To Polixcnes] Sir, welcome. 70 
It is my father's will I should take on me 
The hostess-ship o’ th’ day. |To Camillo] 
YouTe welcome, sir. 

Give me those flow'rs there, Dorcas. 
Reverend s'rs. 

For you there’s rosemary and rue; these 
keep 

Seeming and savour all the winter long. 75 
Grace and remembrance be to you both I 
And welcome to our shearing. 

Pol, Shepherdess-- 

A fa<r one are ycu—well you fit our ages 
W*th flow’rs of winter. 

Per, Sir, the year growing ancient. 

Not yet on summer’s death nor on the birth 
Of trembling winter, the fairest flow'rs o' 
th' season sr 

Are our carnations and streak’d gillyvors. 
Which some call nature's bastards. Of that 
kind 

Our rustic garden’s barren ; and I care not 
To get slips of them. 

Pol, Wherefore, gentle maiden, 85 
Do you neglect them 7 

Per, For I have heard it said 

There is an art wliich in their piednesf 
shares 

With great creating nature. 

Pol. Say there be; 

Yet nature is made better by no mean 
But nature makes that mean; so over 
that art, 90 

Which you say adds to nature, is an art 
Tliat nature makes. You see, sweet maid, 
we marry 

A gentler scion to the wildest stock. 

And make conceive a bark of baser kind 
By bud of nobler race. This is an art 95 
Which does mend nature—change it 
rather; but 
The art itself is nature. 

Per. So it is. 

Pol , Then make your garden rich in 
gillyvors, 9B 

And do not call them bastards. 

Per, I'll not put 

The dibble in earth to set one slip of them ; 
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Mo more than were I painted I would wish 
This youth should say Twere well, and only 
therefore 102 

Desire to breed by me. Here’s flowTs for 
you: 

Hot lavender, mints, savory, marjoram ; 
The marigold, that goes to bed wi' th’ sun. 
And with him rises weeping; these are 
flowTs loO 

Of middle summer, and I think they are 
given 

To men of middle age. Y are very 
welcome. 

Cam. I should leave grazing, were I of 
your flock. 

And only live by gazing. 

Per. Out, alas! 1 

You’d be so lean that blasts of January 
Would blow you through and through. 

Now, my fair’st friend, 

I would I had some flow’rs o’ th’ spring 
that might 

Become your time of day—and yours, and 
yours, 1 

That wear upon your virgin branches yet 
Your maidenheads growing. O Proserpina, 
For the flowers now that, frighted, thou 
let’st fall 

From Dis's waggon !—daffodils, 

That come before the swallow dares, and 
take 

The winds of March with beauty ; violets, 
dim i.:o 

But sweeter than the lids of Juno’s eyes 
Or C'ytherea's breath ; pale primroses. 
That die unmarried ere they can behold 
Bright Phjibus in his strength—a malady 
Most incident to maids ; bold oxlips, and 
The crown-imperial; lilies of all kinds, i^o 
The flowT-de-lucc being one. O, these I 
lack 

To make you garlands of, and my sweet 
friend 

To strew him o’er and o’er 1 

Flo. What, like a corse ? 

Per. No ; like a bank for love to lie and 
play on; i .v 

Not like a corse; or if—not to be buried, 
But quick, and in mine arms. Come, take 
your flow'rs. 

Methinks I play as I have seen them do 
In Whitsun pastorals. Sure, this robe of 
mine j 

Does change my disposition. 

Flo. What you do 

Still betters what is done. When you speak, 
sw^eet, 

I’d have you do it ever. When you sing, 

I’d have you buy and sell so ; so give alms ; 
Pray so ; and, for the ord’ring your affairs. 
To sing them too. When you do dance, I 
wish you J4« 

A wave 0* th* sea, that you might ever do 
Nothing but that; move still, still so, 
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And own no other function. Each your 
doing. 

So singular in each particular. 

Crowns w^hat you arc doing in the present 
deeds, 145 

That all your acts arc queens. 

Per. O Doricles, 

Your praises are too large. But that your 
youth. 

And the true blood which peeps fairly 
through’t. 

Do plainly give you out an unstain’d 
shepherd, 

With wisdom 1 might fear, my Doricles, is<> 
You woo’d me the false way. 

Fh. I think you have 

As little skill to fear as I have purpose 
To put you to't. But, come ; our dance, 
I pray. 

Your hand, my Perdita ; so turtles pair 
That never mean to part. 

Per. I’ll swear for ’em. iss 

Pol. This is the prettiest low-born lass 
that ever 

Ran on the green-sward ; nothing she does 
or seems 

But smacks of something greater than 
herself, 

Too noble for this place. 

Cam. He tells her sometliing 

That makes her blood look out. Good 
sooth, she is hjo 

The queen of curds and cream. 

Cfo. Come on, strike up. 

Dor. Mopsa must be your mistress; 
marry, garlic, 

To mend her kissing with I 

Mop. Now, in good time ! 

Clo. Not a word, a word ; we stand upon 
our manners. 104 

Come, strike up. [Music. 

Here a dance of Shepherds and Shepherdesses. 

Pol. Pray, good shepherd, what fair 
swain is this 

Which dances with your daughter ? 

Shep. They call him Doricles, and boasts 
himself 

To have a worthy feeding; but I have it 
Upon his own report, and I believe it: 170 

He looks like sooth. He says he loves my 
daughter; 

I think so too; for never gaz’d the moon 
Upon the water as he’ll stand and read. 

As ’twere, my daughter’s eyes ; and, to be 
plain, 

I think there is not half a kiss to choose 175 
Who loves another best. 

Pol. She dances featly. 

Shep. So she does any thing; though I 
report it 

That should be silent. If young Doricles 
Do light upon her, she shadi bring him that 
Which he not dreams of. ito 
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Enter a Servant. 

Serv, O master, if you did but hear the 
pedlar at the door, you would never dance 
again after a tabor and pipe ; no, the bag¬ 
pipe could not move you. He sings several 
tunes faster than you’ll tell money ; he 
utters them as he had eaten ballads, and 
all men’s ears grew to his tunes. ih 

Clo. He could never come better; he 
shall come in. 1 love a ballad but even too 
well, if it be doleful matter merrily set 
down, or a very pleasant thing indeed and 
sung lamentably. iSo 

Serv, He hath songs for man or woman of 
all sizes ; no milliner can so fit his customers 
with gloves. He has the prettiest love-songs 
for maids ; so without bawdry, w-hich is 
strange; with such delicate burdens of 
dildos and fadings, ‘ jump her and thump 
her ’; and where some stretch-mouth’d 
rascal would, as it w'cre, mean mischief, 
and break a foul gap into the matter, he 
makes the maid to answer ‘ Whoop, do me 
no harm, good man ’—puts him off, slights 
him, with ‘ Whoop, do me no harm, good 
man ’, 

PoU This is a brave fellow. 

Clo. Believe me, thou talkcst of an 
admirable conceited fellow. Has he any 
unbraided wares ? -"<>/ 

Serv, He hath ribbons of all the colours 
i' th’ rainbow ; points, more than all the 
lawyers in Bohemia can learnedly handle, 
though thev come to him by th’ gross; 
inkles, caddisses, cambrics, lawns. Why he 
sings ’em over as they were gods or 
goddesses ; you would think a smock were 
a she-angel, he so chants to the sleeve- 
hand and the work about the square on’t. 

Clo. Prithee bring him in; and let him 
approach singing. 

Per. Forewarn him that he use no 
scurri'ous words in’s tun^s. [Exit Servant 
Clo. You have of these pedlars that have 
more in them than you'd think, sister. 213 
Per. Ay, good brother, or go about to 
think. 

Enter Autolvcus, smging: 

Lawn as white as driven snow; 215 

Cypress black as e’er was crow; 

Gloves as sweet as damask roses ; 

Masks for faces and for noses; 

Bugle bracelet, necklace amber. 

Perfume for a lady's chamber; 

Golden quoifs and stomachers, 

For my lads to give their dears; 

Pins and poking-sticks of steel— 

What maids lack from head to heel. 

Come, buy of me, come ; come buy, come 
buy; 225 

Buy, lads, or else your lasses cry. 

Come, buy. 


Clo. If 1 were not in love with Mopsa, 
thou shouldst take no money of me ; but 
being enthrall'd as I am, it will also be the 
bondage of certain ribbons and gloves, 
Mop. I was promis’d tliem against the 
feast; but they come not too late 
now. 

Dor. He hath promis'd you more than 
that, or there be liars. 

Mop. He hath paid you all he promis’d 
you. May be he has paid you more, which 
will shame you to give him again. 237 
Clo. Is there no manners left among 
maids ? Will they wear their plackets 
where they should bear their faces ? Is 
there not milking-time, wlien you are going 
to bed, or kiln-hole, to whistle off these 
secrets, but you must be tittle-tattling 
before all our guests ? 'I’is well they are 
whisp'ring. Clammer your tongues, and 
not a word more. 24 i 

Mop. 1 have done. Come, you promis’d 
me a tawdry-lace, and a pair of sweet 
gloves. 

Clo. Have 1 not told thee how I was 
cozen'd by the way, and lost all my 
money ? 

Aui. And indeed, sir, there are cozeners 
abroad ; therefore it behoves men to be 
wary. 249 

Clo. Fear not thou, man; thou shalt lose 
nothing here. 

Aul, I hope so, sir; for 1 have about 
me many parcels of charge. 

Clo. What hast here ? Ballads ? 

Mop. Pray now, buy some. I love a 
ballad in print a-life, for then w'e are sure 
they are true. 

Aut. Here’s one to a very doleful tune; 
how a usurer’s wife was brought to bed of 
twenty money-bags at a burden, and how 
she long’d to eat adders’ heads and toads 
carbonado’d. 

Mop. Is it true, think you ? 260 

Aut. Very true, and but a month old. 
Dor. Bless me from marrying a usurer! 
Aut. Here’s the midwife’s name to’t, one 
Mistress Taleporter, and five or six honest 
wives that were present. Why should 1 
carry lies abroad ? 2O5 

Mop. Pray you now, buy it. 

Clo. Come on, lay it by; and let’s first 
see moe ballads; we’ll buy the other 
things anon. 268 

Aut. Here’s another ballad, of a fish that 
appeared upon the coast on Wednesday the 
idurscore of April, forty thousand fathom 
above water, and sung this ballad against 
the hard hearts of maids. It was thought 
she was a woman, and was turn’d into a 
cold fish for she would not exchange flesh 
with one that lov’d her. The ballad is very 
pitiful, and as true. 273 

Dor. Is it true too, think you ? 
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AtU. Five justices' hands at it; and 
witnesses more than my pack will hold, 
Clo. I^y it by too. Another. 

Aid. I'his is a merry ballad, but a very 
prettv one. 

Mop, Let's have some merry ones. 28 
AuL Why, this is a passine; merry one, 
and goes to the tune of ‘ Two maids wooing 
a manThere’s scarce a maid westward 
but she sings it; 'tis in request, 1 can 
tell you. 28 

Mop. We can both sing It. If thou'lt 
bear a part, thou shalt hear; 'tis in three 
parts. 

Dor. We had the tune on’t a month ago. 
Aut. 1 can bear my part; you must 
know *tis my occupation. Have at it with 
you. 290 

Song. 

Aui. Get you hence, for I must go 
Where it fits not you to know. 

Dor. Whither ? 

Mop. O, whither ? 

Dor. Whither ? 

Mop. It becomes thy oath full well 

lliou to me thy secrets tell. 29? 
Dor. Me too ! Let me go thither. 

Mop. Or thou goest to th' grange or mill. 
Dor. If to either, thou dost ill. 

Aut. Neither. 

Vor. What, neither ? 

Aut. Neither. 

Dor. Thou hast sworn my love to be. 300 
Mop. Thou hast sworn it more to mo. 

Then whither goest ? Say, whither ? 

Clo. We'll have this song out anon by 
ourselves; my father and the gentlemen 
are in sad talk, and we'll not trouble them. 
Come, bring away thy pack after me. 
Wenches, I'll buy for you both. Pedlar, 
let's have the first choice. Follow me, girls. 

with Dorcas and Mopsa. 
Aut. And you shall pay well for 'em. 

[Exit Autolycus, singing: 

Will you buy any tape, 

Or lace for your cape, sm 

My dainty duck, my dear-a ? 

Any silk, any thread. 

Any toys for your head, 

Of the new’st and fin’st, fin'st wear-a ? 
Come to the pedlar; 315 

Money’s a meddler 
That doth utter all men's ware-a. 

Reenter Servant. 

Serv. Master, there is three carters, three 
shepherds, three neat-herds, three swine¬ 
herds, that have made themselves all men 
of hair ; they call themselves Saltiers, and 
they have a dance which the wenches say 
is a gallimaufry of gambols, because they | 
are not in't; but they themselves are o* i 
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th’ mind, if it be not too rough for some 
that know little but bowling, it will please 
plentifully. 324 

Shep. Away ! We'll none on’t; here has 
been too much homely foolery already. I 
know, sir, we w’cary you. 

Pol. You weary those that refresh us. 
Pray, let’s see these four threes of herds¬ 
men. 328 

Serv. One three of them, by their own 
report, sir, hath danc’d before the King; 
and not the worst of the three but jumps 
twelve foot and a half by th' squier. 

Shep. Leave your prating; since these 
good men are pleas'd, let them come in ; 
but quickly now. 

Serv. Why, tlicy stay at door, sir. [Exd. 
Here a Dance of ttvelve Satyrs. 

Pol. [To Shepherd] O, father, you’ll know 
more of that hereafter. 

[To Camillol Is it not too far gone ? *Tis 
time to part them. 

He's simple and tells much. [To Florizel] 
How now, fair shepherd ! 

Your heart is full of something that does 
take 

Your mind from feasting. Sooth, when I 
was young 

And handed love as you do, I was wont 34« 
To load my she with knacks ; 1 would have 
ransack’d 

The pedlar's silken treasury and have 
pour’d it 

To her acceptance : you have let him go 
And nothing marted with him. If your lass 
Interpretation should abuse and call this 34.1 
Your lack of love or bounty, you were 
straited 

For a reply, at least if you make a care 
Of happy holding her. 

Flo. Old sir, I know 

She prizes not such trifles as these are. 

The gifts she looks from me are pack’d and 
lock'd 350 

Up in my heart, which I have given already, 
But not deliver’d. O, hear me breathe my 
life 

Before this ancient sir, whom, it should 
seem, 

Hath sometime lov'd. I take thy hand— 
this hand, 354 

As soft as dove’s down and as white as it. 
Or Ethiopian's tooth, or the fann'd snow 
tliat's bolted 

By th' northern blasts twice o'er. 

Pol. What follows this ? 

How prettily the young swain seems to 
wash 

The hand was fair before! 1 have put 
you out. 

But to your protestation ; let me hear 360 
What you profess. 

Flo. Do, and be witness to't. 
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PoL And this my neighbour too ? 

Flo. And he, and more 

Than he, and men—^thc earth, the heavens, 
and all: 

That, were I crown'd the most imper al 
motiarch. 

Thereof most worthy, were 1 the fairest 
youth 

That ever made eye swerve, had force and 
knowledge 

More than was ever man’s, I would not 
prize them 

Without her love : for her employ them all; 
Commend them and condemn them to her 
service 

Or to their own perdition. 

Pol, Fairly offer'd. 370 

Cam. This shows a sound aflection. 

Shep. But, my daughter. 

Say you the like to him ? 

Per, I cannot speak 

So well, nothing so well; no, nor mean 
better. 

By th’ pattern of mine own thoughts 1 
cut out 

The purity of his. 

Shep. Take hands, a bargain ! 37 ' 

And, friends unknown, you shall bear 
witness to't; 

I give my daughter to him, and will make 
Her portion equal his. 

Flo. O, that must be 

r th' virtue of your daughter. One being 
dead, 

I shall have more than you can dream 
of yet; s-' 

Enough then for your w'onder. But cornu 
on. 

Contract us fore these witnesses. 

Shep. Come, your hand ; 

And, daughter, yours. 

Pol. Soft, swain, awhile, beseech you ; 
Have you a father ? 

Flo. 1 have, but what of him 7 

Pol. Knows he of this ? 

Flo. He neither docs nor shall. 3s: 

Pol. Methinks a father 
Is at the nuptial of his son a guest 
That best becomes the table. Pray you, 
once more, 

Is not your father grown incapable 
Of reasonable affairs ? Is he not stupid so* 
With age and alt'ring rheums ? Can he 
speak, hear. 

Know man from man, dispute his own 
estate ? 

Lies he not bed*rid, and again docs nothing 
But what he did being childish ? 

Flo, No, good sir; 

He has his health, and ampler strength 
indeed 395 

Than most have of his age, 

PoL By my white beard, 

You offer him, if this be so, a wrong 


Something unfiliai. Reason my son 
Should choose himself a wife ; but as good 
reason 399 

The father—all whose joy is nothing else 
But fair posterity—should hold some 
counsel 

In such a business. 

Flo. I yield all this ; 

But, for some other reasons, my grave sir. 
Which 'tis not tit you know, 1 not acquaint 
My father of this business. 

Pol. Let him know’t, 405 

Flo. He shall not. 

Pol. Prithee let him. 

Flo. No, he must not. 

Shep. Let him, my son ; he shall not 
need to grieve 
At knowing of thy choice. 

Flo. Come, come, he must not. 

Mark our contract. 

Pol. [Discovering himself] Mark your 
divorce, young sir. 

Whom son 1 dare not call; thou art too 
base 410 

To be acknowledg'd—thou a sceptre's heir. 
That thus affects a sheep-hook I Thou, old 
traitor, 

I am sorry that by hanging thee I can but 
Shorten thy life one week. And thou, 
fresh piece 

or excellent witclicraft, who of force must 
know 415 

The royal fool thou cop'st with— 

Shep. O, my heart 1 

Pol. ril have thy beauty scratch'd with 
briers and made 

More homely than thy state. For thee, fond 
boy. 

If I may ever know thou dost but sigh 
That thou no more shalt see this knack— 
as never 420 

I mean thou shalt—we’ll bar thee from 
succession; 

Not hold thee of our blood, no, not our 
kin, 

Farre than Deucalion off. Mark thou my 
words. 

Follow us to the court. Thou churl, for 
this time. 

Though full of our displeasure, yet we free 
thee 4-5 

From the dead blow of it. And you, 
enchantment. 

Worthy enough a herdsman—him too 
That makes himself, but for our honour 
therein. 

Unworthy thee—if ever henceforth thou 
These rural latches to his entrance open, 43« 
Or hoop his body more with thy embraces, 
I will devise a death as cruel for thee 
As thou art tender to’t. lExif. 

Per. Even here undone I 

I was not much afeard ; for once or twice 
I w’'as about to speak and tell him plainly 
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The self-same sun that shines upon his 
court 43 <> 

Hides not his visage from our cottage, but 
Looks on alike. [To Florizel] Will’t please 
you, sir, be gone ? 

I told you what would come of this. 
Beseech you, 

Of your own state take care. This dream 
of mine— 4+ 

Being now awake. Til queen it no inch 
farther, 

But milk my ewes and weep. 

Cam. Why, how now, father ! 

Speak ere thou dicst. 

Shep. 1 cannot speak nor think, 

Nor dare to know that which I know. [To 
Florizel] O sir, 11 \ 

You have undone a man of fourscore-three 
That thought to fill his grave in quiet, yea. 
To die upon the bed my father died, 

To lie close by his honest bones ; but now 
Some hangman must put on my shroud and 
lay me 

Where no priest shovels in dust. [To 
Perdita] O cursed wretch, 45'' 

That knew’st this was the Prince, and 
wouldst adventure 

To mingle faith with him!—Undone, 
undone I 

If I might die within this hour, I have livM 
To die when 1 desire. [Exit. 

Flo, Why look you so upon me ? 

1 am but sorry, not afeard ; delay'd, t33 
But notliing alt’red. What I was, 1 am: 
More straining on for plucking back ; not 
following 

My leash unwillingly. 

Cam. Gracious, my lord. 

You kn3w your father’s temper. At this 
time 43'j 

He will allow no speech—which I do guess 
You do not purpose to him—and as hardly 
Will he endure your sight as yet, 1 fear ; 

7 hen, till the fury of his Highness settle. 
Come not before him. 

Flo. I not purpose it. 

I think Camillo ? 

Cam. Even he, my lord. 463 

Per. How often have I told you ’twould 
be thus I 

How often said my dignity would last 
But till 'twere known ! 

Flo. It cannot fail but by 

The violation of my faith ; and then 
Let nature crush the sides o’ th* eaith 
together 470 

And mar the seeds within I Lift up thy 
looks. 

From my succession wipe me, father; I 
Am heir to my affection. 

Caw?, Be advis’d. 

Flo. I am—and by my fancy; if my 
reason 474 

Will thereto be obedient, I have reason ; 
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If not, my senses, better pleas’d with 
madness. 

Do bid it welcome. 

Cam. This is desperate, sir. 

Flo. So call it; but it does fulfil my vow: 

I needs must think it honesty. Camillo, 479 
Not for Bohemia, nor the pomp that may 
Be thereat glean’d, for all the sun sees or 
The close earth wombs, or the profound 
seas hides 

In unknown fathoms, will I break my oath 
To this my fair belov’d. Therefore, I pray 
you. 

As you have ever been my father’s honour’d 
friend, 4^3 

When he shall miss me—as, in faith, I 
mean not 

To see him any more—cast your good 
counsels 

Upon his passion. Let myself and Fortune 
l\ig for the time to come. This you may 
know, 

And so deliver : I am put to sea 4^o 
With her who here I cannot hold on shoie. 

And most opportune to her need I have 
A vessel rides fast by, but not prepar’d 
For this design. What course 1 mean to 
hold 494 

Shall nothing benefit your knowledge, nor 
Concern me the reporting. 

Cawi. O my lord, 

I would your spirit were easier for advice, 

Or stronger for your need. 

Flo. Hark, Perdita. 498 

[Takes her aside. 

[To Cawino] I’ll hear you by and by. 

Cam. He’s irremovable, 

Resolv’d for flight. Now were I happy if 
His going 1 could frame to serve my turn, 
Save him from danger, do him love and 
honour. 

Purchase the sight ag£iin of dear Sicilia 
And that unhappy king, my master, whom 
I so much thirst to sec. 

Flo. Now, good Camillo, 3< 3 

I am so fraught with curious business that 
I leave out ceremony. 

Cam. Sir, I think 

You have heard of my poor services i’ th’ 
love 

That 1 have borne your father ? 

Flo. Very nobly 

Have you deserv’d. It is my father's music 
To speak your deeds; not little of his 
care sit 

To have them recompens’d as thought on. j 

Cam. Well, my lord, j 

If you may please to think I love the King, \ 
And through him what's nearest to him, . 

which is i 

Your gracious self, embrace but my 

direction. 515 | 

If your more ponderous and settled project 
May suffer alteration, on mine honour, 
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I'll point yoii where you shall have such 
receiving 

As shall become your Highness; where you 
may 

Enjoy your m stress, from the whom, 
I sec, 

There's iio disjunction to be made but by. 
As heavens forfend I your ruin—marry 
her; 

And with my best endeavours in your 
absence 

Your discontenting father strive to qualify. 
And bring him up to liking. 

Flo. How, Camillo, 5 ’? 

May this, almost a miracle, be done ? 
That I may call thee something more than 
man. 

And after that trust to thee. 

Cam. Have you thought on 

A place whereto you’ll go ? 

Flo. Not any yet *, 

But as th' unthought-on accident is guilty 
To what we wildly do, so we profess 531 
Curseivcs to be the slaves of chance and 
flies 

Of every wind that blows. 

Cam. Then list to me. 

This follows, if you will not change your 
purpose 531 

But undergo this flight: make for Sicilia, 
And there present yourself and your fair 
princess— 

For so, 1 see, she must be—fore Leontes. 
She shall be habited as it becomes 
The partner of your bed. Methinks I see 
Leontes opening hfs free arms and weeping 
His welcomes forth ; asks thee there ‘ Son, 
forgiveness!* 541 

As 'twere i’ th* father’s person ; kisses the 
hands 

Of your fresh princess; o'er and o’er 
divides him 

’Twixt his unkindness and his kindness— 
th’one 541 

He chides to hell, and bids the other grow 
Faster than thought or time, 

Flo. Worthy Camillo, 

What colour for my visitation shall I 
Hold up before him ? 

Cam. Sent by the King your father 
To greet him and to give him comforts. Sir, 
The manner of your bearing towards him, 
with 55^5 

What you as from your father shall deliver, 
Things known betwixt us three, 1*11 write 
you down; 

The which shall point' you forth at every 
sitting 

What you must say, that he shall not 
perceive 

But that you have your father’s bosom 
there 555 

And speak his very heart. 

Flo. 1 am bound to you. 


There is some sap in this. 

Cam. A course more promising 

Than a wild dedication of yourselves 
To unpath'd waters, undream’d shores, 
most certain 5v> 

To miseries enough ; no hope to help you. 
But as you shake off one to take anoHicr ; 
Nothing so certain as your anchors, who 
Do their best office if they can but stay you 
Where you’ll be loath to be. Besides, you 
know 

Prosperity’s the very bond of love, 5<’5 
Whose fresh complexion and whose heart 
together 
Affliction alters. 

Per. One of these is true : 

I think affliction may subdue the cheek. 
But not take in the mind. 

Cam. Yea, say you so ? 

There shall not at your father’s house th.ese 
seven years 
Be born another such. 

Flo. My good Camillo, 5;x 

She is as forward of her breeding as 
She is i’ th* rear o’ our birth. 

Cam. 1 cannot say ’tis pity 

She lacks instructions, for she seems a 
mistress 

To most that teach. 

Per. Your pardon, sir ; for this 

I’il blush you thanks. 

Flo. My prettiest Perdita ! 5: ^ 

But, O, the thorns we stand upon! 
Cam Ho— 

Preserver of my father, now' of me ; 

The medicine of our house—how shall we 
do? 

We are not furnish'd like Bohemia’s son; 
Nor shall appear in Sicilia. 

Cam. My lord, 5^1 

Fear none of this. I think you know my 
fortunes 

Do all lie there. It shall be so my care 
To have you royally appointed as if 
The scene you play were mine. For 
instance, sir, 5S3 

That you may know you shall not want— 
one word. [They talk aside. 

Re-enter Autolycus. 

Ant. Ha, ha ! what a fool Honesty is ! 
and Trust, his sworn brother, a very simple 
gentleman I I have sold all my trumpery ; 
not a counterfeit stone, not a ribbon, glass, 
pomander, brooch, table-book, ballad, 
knife, tape, glove, shoe-tie, bracelet, horn¬ 
ring, to keep my pack from fasting. They 
throng who should buy first, as if my 
trinkets had been hallowed and brought a 
benediction to the buyer ; by which means 
I saw whose purse was best in picture ; and 
what I saw, to my good use 1 remcmb'red. 
My clown, who wants but something to be 
a reasonable man, grew so in love with tlie 
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wenches’ song that he would not stir his 
pettitoes till he had both tune and words, 
which so drew the rest of the herd to nae 
that all their other senses stuck in ears. 
You might have pinch'd a placket, it was 
senseless ; 'twas nothing to geld a codpiece 
of a purse; I would have fil’d keys off 
that hung in chains. No hearing, no feeling, 
but my sir’s song, and admiring the 
nothing of it. So that in this time of 
lethargy I pick’d and cut most of their 
festival purses ; and had not the old man 
comein witha whoobub against his daughter 
and the King’s son and scar'd my choughs 
from the chaff, 1 had not left a purse alive 
in the whole army. \Camillo, FlorizeU and 
PerdUa, come forward. 
Cam, Nay, but my letters, by this means 
being there tio 

So soon as you arrive, shall clear that 
doubt. 

Flo. And those that you'll procure from 
King Leontes ? 

Cant. Shall satisfy your father. 

Per. Happy be you ! 

All that you speak shows fair. 

Cam, [Seeing Autolycus] Who have wc 
here ? 

We’ll make an instrument of this ; omit 6i ' 
Nothing may give us aid. 

Aid. [Aside! If they have overheard me 
now—why, hanging. 

Cam, How now, good fellow! Why 
shak’st thou so ? Fear not, man ; here’s 
no harm intended to thee. 

Aut. I am a poor fellow, sir. 620 

Cam. Why, be so still; here’s nobody 
will steal that from thee. Yet for the 
outside of thy poverty we must make an 
exchange ; therefore disease thee instantly 
—thou must think there's a necessity in’t 
—and change garments with this gentle¬ 
man. Tlioiigh the pennyworth on his side 
be the worst, yet hold thee, there’s some 
boot. [Giving money, 027 

Aut. 1 am a poor fellow, sir. [Aside] 1 
know' ye well enough. 

Cam. Nay, prithee dispatch. The gentle¬ 
man is half flay’d already. 67,1 

Aut. Are you in earnest, sir ? [Aside] 1 
smell the trick on’t. 

Flo. Dispatch, I prithee. 

Aut. Indeed, I have had earnest; but I 
cannot with conscience take it. 63#'> 

Cam. Unbuckle, unbuckle. [Florizel and 
Autolycus exchange garments. 
Fortunate mistress—let my prophecy 
Come home <0 ye I—you must retire 
yourself 

Into some covert; take your sweetheart’s 
hat 640 

And pluck it o’er your brows, muffle your 
face, : 

Dismantle you, and, as you can, dislikeu' 
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The truth of your own seeming, that you 
may— 

For I do fear eyes over—to shipboard 
Get undescried. 

Per. I see the play so lies 645 

That I must bear a part. 

Cant. No remedy. 

Have you done there ? 

Flo. Should I now meet my father, 
He would not call me son. 

Cam. Nay, you shall have no hat. 

IGiving it to Perdita. 

Come, lady, come. Farewell, my friend. 
Aui. Adieu, sir. 

Flo, O Perdita, what have we twain 
forgot! t>5o 

Pray you a word. [They converse apart. 
Cam. [Aside] What I do next shall be to 
tell the King 

Of this escape, and whither they are bound ; 
Wherein my hope is I shall so prevail 
To force him after : in whose company 655 
I shall re-view Sicilia, for whose sight 
I have a woman's longing. 

Flo. Fortune speed us ! 

Thus we set on, Camillo, to th’ sea-side. 
Cam. The swifter speed the better, 
[Exeunt Florizel^ Perdita, and Camillo. 
Aut. I understand the business, I hear 
it. To have an open ear, a quick eye, and 
a nimble hand, is necessary for a cut- 
purse ; a good nose is requisite also, to 
smell out work for th’ other senses. I see 
tliis is the time that the unjust man doth 
thrive. What an exchange had this been 
without boot! What a boot is here with 
this exchange I Sure, the gods do this year 
connive at us, and we may do anyth ng 
extempore. The Prince himself is about a 
piece of iniquity—stealing away from his 
father with his clog at his heels. If I 
thought it were a piece of honesty to 
acquaint the King withal, I would not do’t. 
I hold it the more knavery to conceal it; 
and therein am I constant to my profession. 

Re-enter Clown and Shepherd. 

Aside, aside—here is more matter for a hot 
brain. Every lane’s end, every shop, 
churcii, session, hanging, yields a careful 
man work. 073 

Clo, See, see; what a man you are now! 
There is no other way but to tell the King 
she's a changeling and none of your flesh 
and blood. 

Shep. Nay, but hear mc^ 

Clo. Nay—but hear me. 680 

Shep* Go to, then. 

Clo. She being none of your flesh and 
blood, your flesh and blood has not 
offended the King; and so your flesh and 
blood is not to be punish’d by him. Show 
those things you found about her, those 
secret things—all but what she has with 
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her. This being done, let the law go 
whistle; I warrant you. 68 ; 

Shep. I will tell the King all, every word 
—yea, and his son's pranks too; who, 1 
may say, is no honest man, neither to hii 
father nor to me, to go about to make me 
the King’s brother-in-law. 69* 

Clo. Indeed, brother-in-law was the 
farthest off you could have been to him; 
and then your blood had been the dearer by 
I know how much an ounce. 

Aid. [Aside] Very wisely, puppies ! tgj 
Shep, Well, let us to the King. There is 
that in this fardel will make him scratch his 
beard. 

Aut. [Aside] 1 know not what impedi¬ 
ment this complaint may be to the flight 
of my master. 

Clo. Pray heartily he be at palace. 

Aid. [Aside] Though I am not naturally 
honest, 1 am so sometimes by chance. Let 
me pocket up my pedlar's excrement. 
{Takes off his false beard] How now, rustics ! 
Whither arc you bound ? 

Shep. To th' palace, an it like your 
worship. 

Auf, Your affairs there, what, with 
whom, the condition of that fardel, the 
place of your dwelling, your names, your 
ages, of what having, breeding, and any¬ 
thing that is fitting to be known—dis¬ 
cover. 

Clo. We are but plain fellows, sir, 710 
Ant. A lie: you arc rough and hairy. 
Let me have no lying; it becomes none 
but tradesmen, and they often give us 
soldiers the lie; but we pay them for it 
with stamped coin, not stabbing steel; 
therefore they do not give us the lie. 7 *.*. 

Clo. Your worship had like to have given 
U 3 one, if you had not taken yourself witli 
the manner. 

Shep. Arc you a courtier, an't like you, 
sir ? 71^ 

Aut. Whether it like me or no, I am a 
courtier. Seest thou not the air of the 
court ia these enfoldings ? Hath not my 
gait in it the measure of the court ? 
Receives not thy nose court-cdour from 
me ? Reflect I not on thy baseness court- 
contempt ? Think'st thou, for that 1 
insinuate, that tcaze from thee thy business, 
1 am therefore no courtier 7 1 am courtier 
cap-a-pe, and one that will either push 
on or pluck back thy business there; 
whereupon I command thee to open thy 
affair. 7^7 

Shep. My business, sir, is to the King. 
Aut. What advocate hast thou to him 7 
Shep. 1 know not, an’t like you. 730 
Clo . Advocate's tlie court-word for a 
pheasant; say you have none, 

Shep. None, sir; I have no pheasant, 
cock nor hen. 


Aut. How blessed arc we that are not 
simple men! 

Yet nature might have made me as these 
are, 735 

Therefore 1 will not disdain. 

Clo. This cannot be but a great courtier. 
Shep. His garments arc rich, but he wears 
them not handsomely. 739 

Clo. He seems to be the more noble in 
being fantastical. A great man. I’ll warrant; 
1 know by the picking on's teeth, 

Auf. The fardel there 7 What's i' th' 
fardel 7 Wherefore that box 7 744 

Shep. Sir, there lies such secrets in this 
fardel and box which none must know but 
the King ; and which he shall know within 
this hour, if 1 may come to th’ speech of 
him. 

Aid. Age, fhou hast lost thy labour. 
Shep. Why, sir 7 750 

Aid. The King is not at the palace ; he 
is gone aboard a new ship to purge melan¬ 
choly and air himself; for, if thou be'st 
capable of things serious, thou must know 
the King is full of grief. 754 

Shep. So 'tis said, sir—about his son, 
that should have married a shepherd’s 

daughter. 

Auf. If that shepherd be not in hand- 
fast, let him fly ; the curses he shall have, 
the tortures he shall feel, will break the 
back of man, the heart of monster. 

Clo. Think you so, sir 7 7 <'^> 

Auf. Not he alone shall suffer what wit 
can make heavy and vengeance bitter ; but 
those that arc germane to him, though 
remov’d fifty times, shall all come under 
the hangman—which, though it be great 
pity, yet it is necessary. An old sheep¬ 
whistling rogue, a ram-tender, to offer to 
have his daughter come into grace ! Some 
say he shall be ston’d ; but that death is 
too soft for him, say I. Draw our throne 
into a sheep-cote I—all deaths are too few, 
the sharpest too easy. 770 

Clo. Has the old man e'er a son, sir, do 
you hear, an’t like you, sir 7 
Auf. He has a son—who shall be flay'd 
alive; then 'nointed over with honey, set 
on the head of a wasp’s nest; then stand 
till he be three quarters and a dram dead ; 
then recover'd again with aqua-vitae or 
some other hot infusion; then, raw as he 
is, and in the hottest day prognostication 
proclaims, shall he be set against a brick 
wall, the sun looking with a southward eye 
upon him, where he is to behold him with 
flies blown to death. But what talk we of 
these traitoiiy rascals, whose miseries are 
to be smil’d at, their offences being so 
capital 7 Tell me, for you seem to be 
honest plain men, what you have to the 
King, Being something gently consider'd. 
I'll bring you where he is aboard, tender 
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your persons to his presence, whisper him 
in your behalfs ; and if it be in man besides 
the King to effect your suits, here is man 
shall do it. 

Clo, He seems to be of great authority. 
Close with him, give him gold ; and though 
authority be a stubborn bear, yet he is oft 
led by the nose with gold. Show the inside 
of your purse to the outside of his hand, 
and no more ado. Remember—ston’d and 
flay’d alive. 

Shep, An’t please you, sir, to undertalve 
the business for us, here is that gold 1 have. 
1*11 make it as much more, and leave this 
young man in pawn till I bring it you. 

Aut. After 1 have done what 1 promised ? 

Shep, Ay, sir. 

Aut. Well, give me the moiety. Arc you 
a party in this business ? « n 

Clo. In some sort, sir; but though my 
case be a pitiful one, 1 hope I shall not be 
flay’d out of it. 

Aut. O, that's the case of the shepherd's 
son ! Hang him, he’ll be made an example. 

Clo. Comfort, good comfort! We must 
to the King and show our strange sights. 
•He must know 'tis none of your daughter 
nor my sister ; we are gone else. Sir, 1 will 
give you as much as this old man does, when 
the business is performed ; and remain, as 
he says, your pawn till it be brought you, 

Aut. 1 will trust you. Walk before toward 
the sea-side ; go on the right-hand ; I will 
but look upon the hedge, and follow you. i 

Clo. We are blest in this man, as 1 may 
say, even blest. 

Shep. Let's before, as he bids us. He was 
provided to do us good. «i7 

[Exeunt Shepiterd and Clown. 

Aut. If I had a mind to be honest, 1 see 
Fortune would not suffer me: she drops 
booties in my mouth. I am courted now 
with a double occasion—gold, and a means 
to do the Prince my master good ; which 
who knows how that may turn back to my 
advancement ? I will bring these two moles, 
these blind ones, aboard him. If he think 
it lit to shore them again, and that the 
complaint they have to the King concerns 
him nothing, let him call me rogue for being 
so far officious ; for I am proof against that 
title, and what shame else belongs to’t. To 
him will I present them. There may be 
matter hi it. [Exit, 

ACT FIVE 

, Scene I. Sicilia. The palace of Leontes. 

Enter Leontes, Cleomenes, Dion, 
Paulina, and Others. 

CUo. Sir, you have done enough, and 
have perform’d 

A saint-like sorrow. No fault could you 
make 


[Act 5 

Which you have not redeem’d; indeed, 
paid down 

More penitence than done trespass. At the 
last. 

Do as th? heavens have done : forget youi 
evil; 5 

With them forgive yourself. 

Leon. Whilst I remember 

Her and her virtues, I cannot forget 
My blemishes in them, and so still think of 
The wrong I did myself; whicli was so 
much 

That heirless it hath made my kingdom, 
and 

Destroy'd the sweet'st companion that e'er 
man 

Bred his hopes out of. 

Paul. True, too true, my lord. 

If, one by one, you wedded all the world. 
Or from the all that are took something 
good 

To make a perfect woman, she you kill’d 15 
Would be unparallel'd. 

Leon. I think so. Kill’d I 

She I kill’d ! 1 did so ,* but thou strik’st me 
Sorely, to say I did. It is as bitter 
Upon thy tongue as in rny thought. Now, 
good now, 

Say so but seldom. 

Cleo. Not at all, good lady, '.io 

You might have spoken a thousand things 
that would 

Have done the time more benefit, and 
grac'd 

Your kindness better, 

Paul. You are one of those 

Would have him wed again. 

Dion. If you would not so, 

You pity not the state, nor the remem¬ 
brance 25 

Of his most sovereign name ; consider little 
What dangers, by his Highness’ fail of issue. 
May drop upon his kingdom and devour 
Incertain lookers-on. What were more holy 
Than to rejoice the former queen is well ? 
What holier than, for royalty’s repair, 31 
For present comfort, and for future good. 
To bless the bed of majesty again 
With a sweet fellow to’t ? 

Paul. There is none worthy. 

Respecting her that’s gone. Besides, the 
gods 35 

Will have fulfill’d their secret purposes; 
For has not the divine Apollo said, 

Is’t not the tenour of his oracle. 

That King Leontes shall not have an heir 
Till his lost child be found ? Which that 
it shall, 40 

Is all as monstrous to our human reason 
As my Antigonus to break his grave 
And come again to me ; who, on my life. 
Did perish with the infant. Tis your 
counsel 44 

My lord should to the heavens be contrary^ 
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Oppose against their wills. [To Leon^es] 
Care not for issue; 

The crown will find an heir. Great Alex¬ 
ander 

Left his to th* worthiest; so his successor 
Was like to be the best. 

Leon. Good Paulina, 

Who hast the memory of Hermione, 

I know, in honour, O that ever I 
Had squar'd me to thy counsel! Then, 
even now, 

I might have look'd upon my queen's full 
eyes, 

Have taken treasure from her lips— 

Paul. And left them 

More rich for what they yielded. 

Leon. Thou speak'st truth. 

No more such wives; therefore, no wife. 
One worse, 

And better us'd, would make her sainted 
spirit 

Again possess her corpse, and on this stage, 
Where we offend her now, appear soul- 
vex'd, 

And begin ‘ Why to me ’— 

Paul. Had she such power, 

She had just cause. 

Leon. She had ; and would incense me 
To murder her I married. 

Paul. 1 should so. 

Were I the ghost that walk'd, I'd bid you 
mark 

Her eye, and tell me for what dull part 
in't 

You chose her ; then I'd shriek, that even 
your cars < s 

Should rift to hear me ; and the words that 
follow’d 

Should be ' Remember mine 

Leon. Stars, stars. 

And all eyes else dead coals ! Fear thou no 
wife; 

I’ll have no wife, Paulina. 

Paul. Will you swear 

Never to marry but by my free leave ? 70 

Leon. Never, Paulina ; so be blest my 
spirit! 

Paul. Then, good my lords, bear witness 
to his oath. 

Cleo. You tempt him over-much. 

Paul. Unless another. 

As like Hermione as is her picture. 

Affront his eye. 

Cleo. Good madam— 

Paul. I have done. >. 

Yet, if my lord will marry—if you will, sir, 
No remedy but you will—give me the office 
To choose you a queen. She shall not be so 
young 

As was your former ; but she shall be such 
As, walk'd your first queen's ghost, it 
should take joy 80 

To see her in your arms. 

Leon, My true Paulina, 


We shall not marry till thou bid'st us. 

Paul. That 

Shall be when your first queen's again in 
breath ; 

Never till then. 

Enter a Gentleman. 

Gent. One that gives out himself Prince 
Florizel, >S5 

Son of Polixenes, with his princess—she 
The fairest I have yet beheld—desires 
access 

To your high presence. 

Leon. What with him ? He comes not 
Like to his father’s greatness. His approach, 
So out of circumstance and sudden, tells us 
'Tis not a visitation fram’d, but forc’d 91 
By need and accident. What train ? 

Gent. But few, 

And those but mean. 

Leon. His princess, say you, with him ? 
Gent. Ay ; the most peerless piece of 
earth, I think, 94 

That e’er the sun shone bright on. 

Paul. O Hermione, 

As every present time doth boast itself 
Above a better gone, so must thy grave 
Give way to what’s seen now I Sir, you 
yourself 

Have said and writ so, but your writing now 
Is colder than that theme: ‘ She had not 
been, 100 

Nor was not to be eqnail'd'. Thus your verse 
Flow'd with her beauty once ; 'tis shrewdly 
ebb'd. 

To say you have seen a better. 

Gent. Pardon, madam. 

The one I have almost forgot—your pardon; 
The other, when she has obtain’d your eye, 
Will have your tongue too. This is a 
creature, 106 

Would she begin a sect, might quench the 
zeal 

Of all professors else, make proselytes 
Of who she but bid follow’. 

Paul. How I not women ? 

Gent. Women will love her that she is a 
woman no 

More worth than any man; men, that she is 
The rarest of all women. 

Leon. Go, Cleomenes; 

Yourself, assisted with your honour’d 
friends. 

Bring them to our embracement. [Excunf] 
Still, 'tis strange 
He thus should steal upon us, 

Paul. Had our prince, U 5 

Jewel of children, seen this hour, he had 
pair'd 

Well with this lord; there was not full a 
month 

Between their births. 

Leon. Prithee no more; cease. Thou 
know'st I ig 
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He dies to me again when talk’d of. Sure, 
When I shall see this gentleman, tliy 
speeches 

Will bring me to consider that which may 
Unfumish me of reason. 

Re-enier Cleomenes, with Florizel, 
Perdita, and Attendants. 

They are come. 

Your mother was most true to wedlock, 
Prince ; 

For she did print your royal father off, 1^5 
Conceiving you. Were 1 but twenty-one. 
Your father’s image is so hit in you. 

His very air, that 1 should call you brother. 
As I did him, and speak of something wildly 
By us perform’d before. Most deariy 
welcome! i,V' 

And your fair princess—goddess ! O, alas ! 
1 lost a couple that ’twixt heaven and 
earth 

Might thus have stood begetting wonder as 
You, gracious couple, do. And then I lost— 
All mine own folly—tlic society, 135 

Amity too, of your brave father, whom. 
Though bearing misery, I desire my life 
Once more to look on him. 

Flo. By his command 

Have 1 here touch’d Sicilia, and from him 
Give you all greetings that a king, at friend. 
Can send his brother; and, but infirmity. 
Which waits upon worn times, hath some¬ 
thing seiz’d 14.; 

His wish’d ability, he had himself 
The lands and waters ’twixt your throne 
and his 

Measur’d, to look upon you; whom he 
loves, 145 

He bade me say so, more than all the 
sceptres 

And those that bear them living. 

Leon. O my brother— 

Good gentleman !—the wrongs I have done 
thee stir 

Afresh within me ; and these thy offices. 
So rarely kind, are as interpreters 150 
Of my behind-hand slackness 1 Welcome 
hither, 

As is the spring to th’ earth. And hath he 
too 

Expos’d this paragon to th’ fearful usage, 
At least ungentle, of the dreadful Neptune, 
To greet a man not worth her pains, much 
less 155 

Th* adventure of her person ? 

Flo. Good, my lord, 

She came from Libya. 

Leon. Where the warlike Smalus, 

That noble honour’d lord, is fear’d and 
lov’d ? 

Flo . Most royal sir, from thence; from 
him whose daughter 

His tears proclaim’d his, parting with her; 
thence, 160 
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[Act 5 

A prosperous south-wind friendly, we have 
cross'd, 

To execute the charge my father gave me 
For visiting your Highness. My best train 
I have from your Sicilian shores dismiss’d ; 
Who for Bohemia bend, to signify 165 
Not only my success in Libya, sir, 

But my arrival and my wife’s in safety 
Here where we are. 

Leon. The blessed gods 

Purge all infection from our air whilst you 
Do climate here ! You have a holy father, 
A graceful gentleman, against whose person, 
So sacred as it is, I have done sin, 172 
f or which the heavens, taking angry note. 
Have left me issueless ; and your father’s 
blest, 

As he from heaven merits it, with you, 175 
Worthy his goodness. What might 1 have 
been, 

Might I a son and daughter now have look’d 
on, 

Such goodly things as you! 

Enter a Lord. 

Lord. Most noble sir. 

That which I shall report will bear no credit, 
Were not the proof so nigh. Please you, 
great sir, 180 

Bohemia greets you from himself by me ; 
Desires you to attach his son, who has— 
His dignity and duty both cast off— 

Fled from his father, from his hopes, and 
with 

A shepherd’s daughter. 

Leon. Where’s Bohemia ? Speak. 185 
Lord. Here in your city; I now came 
from him. 

I speak ainazedly ; and it becomes 
My marvel and my message. To your court 
Whiles he was hast’ning—in the chase, it 
seems. 

Of this fair couple—meets he on the way 190 
The father of this seeming lady and 
Her brother, having both their country 
quitted 

With this young prince. 

Flo. Camillo has betray'd me ; 

Whose honour and whose honesty till now 
Endur’d all weathers. 

Lord. Lay’t so to his charge ; 

He’s with the King your father. 

Leon. Who ? Camillo ? 

Lord. Camillo, sir; 1 spake with him; 
who now 

Has these poor men in question. Never 
saw I 

Wretches so quake. They kneel, they kiss 
the earth; log 

Forswear themselves as often as they speak. 
Bohemia stops his ears, and threatens them 
With divers deaths in death. 

Per. O my poor father ! 

The heaven sets spies upon us, will not have 
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Scene 1] 

Our contract celebrated. 

Leon. You are married ? 

Flo. We are not, sir, nor arc we like to be; 
The stars, I see, will kiss the valleys first. 
The odds for high and low*s alike. 

Leon. My lord. 

Is this the daughter of a king 7 
Flo. She is, 

When once she is my wife. 

Leon. That * once *, 1 see by your good 
father’s speed, 

Will come on very slowly. I am sorry, 
Most sorry, you have broken from his liking 
Where you were tied in duty ; and as sorry 
Your choice is not so rich in worth as 
beauty. 

That you might well enjoy her. 

Flo. Dear, look up. 215 

Though Fortune, visible an enemy. 

Should chase us with my father, pow’r no 
jot 

Hath she to change our loves. Beseech you, 
sir. 

Remember since you ow’d no more to time 
Than 1 do now. With thought of such 
affections, 2.’<^ 

Step forth mine advocate ; at your request 
My father will grant piccious things as 
trifles. 

Leon. Would he do so, I’d beg your 
precious mistress, 

Which he counts but a trifle, 

Paul. Sir, my liege. 

Your eye hath too much youth in’t. Not a 
month 2 7'^ 

Fore your q jeen died, she was more worth 
such gazes 

Than what you look on now. 

Leon. I thought of her 

Even in these looks I made. [I'o Flori^clJ 
But your petition 

Is yet unanswer’d. 1 will to your father. 
Your honour not o’erthrown by your 
desires, 

I am friend to them and you. Upon which 
errand 

I now go toward him ; therefore, follow me. 
And mark what way I make. Come, good 
my lord. I Exeunt. 

ScENB II. Sicilia* Before the palace of 
Leontes. 

Enter Autolycus and a Gentleman. 

Aui. Beseech you, sir, were you present 
at this relation ? 

1 Gent. 1 was by at the opening of the 
fardel, heard the old shepherd deliver the 
manner how he found it; whereupon, after 
a little amazedness, we were all commanded 
out of the chamber; only this, methought ^ 
I heard the shepherd say he found the child. | 
Aui. I would most gladly know the issue I 
of ft. 8i 


1 Gent. I make a broken delivery of the 

business ; but the changes 1 perceived in 
the King and Camillo were very notes of 
admiration. They seem’d almost, with 
staring on one another, to tear the cases of 
their eyes; there was speech in their 
dumbness, language in their very gesture ; 
they look’d as they had heard of a world 
ransom’d, or one destroyed. A notable 
passion of wonder appeared in them ; but 
the wisest beholder that knew no more but 
seeing could not say if th' importance were 
joy or sorrow—but in the extremity of the 
one it must needs be. 19 

Enter another Gentleman. 

Here comes a gentleman that happily 
knows more. The news, Rogero 7 

2 Gent. Nothing but bonfires. The oracle 

is fulfill’d : the King's daughter is found. 
Such a deal of wonder is broken out within 
this hour that ballad-makers cannot be 

able to express it. 25 

Enter another Gentleman. 

Here comes the Lady Paulina's steward ; 
he can deliver you more. How goes it now, 
sir 7 This news, which is call’d true, is so 
like an old talc that the verity of it is in 
strong suspicion. Has the King found his 
heir ? 29 

3 Gent. Most true, if ever truth were 

pregnant by circumstance. That which you 
hear you’ll swear you sec, there is such 
unity in the proofs. The mantle of Queen 
Hermione’s ; her jewel about the neck of 
it; the letters of Antigonus found with it. 
which they know to be his character ; the 
majesty of the creature in resemblance of 
the mother; the affection of nobleness 
which nature shows above her breeding; 
and many other evidences—pio:laim her 
with all certainty to be the King’s daughter. 
Did you see the meeting of the two kings ? 

2 Gent. No. 

3 Gent. Then have you lost a sight which 
was to be seen, cannot be spoken of. Theie 
might you have beheld one joy crown an¬ 
other, so and in such manner that it seem’d 
sorrow wept to take leave of them; for 
their joy waded in te<irs. Theie was casting 
up of eyes, holding up of hands, with 
countenance of such distraction that they 
were to be known by garment, not by 
favour. Our king, being ready to leap out 
of himself for joy of his found daughter, as 
if that joy were now be o ne a loss, cries 
‘ O, thy mother, thy mother! ’ then asks 
Bohemia forgiveness; then embrace? his 
son-in-law; then again worries he his 
daughter with clipping her. Now he thanks 
the old shepherd, which stands by like a 
weather-bitten conduit of many kings' 
reigns. I never heard of such another 
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encounter, which lames report to follow it 
and undoes description to do it. 5 ^'* 

2 Gent, What, pray you, became of 
Antigonus, that carried hence the child ? 

3 Gent. Like an old tale still, which will 
have matfer to rehearse, though credit be 
asleep and not an ear open ; he was torn 
to pieces with a bear. This avouches the 
shepherd’s son, who has not only his 
innocence, which seems much, to justify 
him, but a handkerchief and rings of his 
that Paulina knows. 

1 Geni* What became of his bark and his 
followers ? 

3 Gent, Wreck'd the same instant of their 
master's death, and in the view of the 
shepherd; so that all the instruments 
which aided to expOvSe the child were even 
then lost when it was found. But, O, the 
noble combat that 'twixt joy and sorrow 
was foiKh: in Paulina ! She had one e/e 
declin’d for the loss other husband, another 
elevated that the oracle was fulfill'd. She 
lifted the Princess from the earth, and so 
locks her in embracing as if she would pin 
her to her heart, that she might no more 
be in danger of losing. 70 

1 Gent. The dignity of this act was worth 
the audience of kings and princes ; for by 
such was it acted. 

3 Gent. One of the prettiest touches of 
all, and that which angl'd for mine eyes— 
caught the water, though not the fish— 
was, when at the relation of the Queen's 
death, with the manner how she came to’t 
bravely confess’d and lamented by the 
King, how attenth eness wounded his 
daughter ; till, from one sign of dolour <0 
another, she divl with an ‘ Alas ! ’—I would 
fain say—bleed tears ; for I am sure my 
heart wept blood. Who was most marble 
there changed colour ; some swooned, all 
sorrov/ed. If all the world could have 
seen’t, the woe had been universal. f-o 

1 Gmt. Are they returned to the court ? 

3 Gent. No. The Princess hearing of her 

mother’s statue, which is in the keeping of 
Paulina—a piece many years in doing and 
now newly perform'd by that rare Italian 
master, Julio Romano, who, had he himself 
eternity and could put breath into his work, 
would beguile nature of her custom, so 
perfectly he is her ape. He so near to 
Hermione hath done Hermione that they 
say one would speak to her and stand in 
hope of answer—thither with all greediness 
of affection arc they gone, and there they 
intend to sup, iw. 

2 Gent. 1 thought she had some great 

matter there in hand; for she hath 
privately twice or thrice a day, ever since 
the death of Hermione, visited that 
removed house. Shall we thither, and with 
our company piece the rejoicing ? 105 
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[Act 5 

1 Gent. Who would be thence that has 
the benefit of access ? Every wink of an 
eye some new grace will be born. Our 
absence makes us unthrifty to our know¬ 
ledge. Let’s along. [Exewuf Gentlemen, 
Aut. Now, had I not the dash of my 
former life in me, would preferment drop 
on my head. 1 brought the old man and 
his son aboard the Prince ; told him I 
heard them talk of a fardel and 1 know not 
what; but he at that time over-fond of 
the shepherd’s daughter—so he then took 
her to be—who began to be much sea-sick, 
and himself little better, extremity of 
weather continuing, this mystery remained 
undiscover'J. But 'tis all one to me; for 
had I been the finder-out of this secret, it 
would not have relish'd among my other 
discredits. 1 j 9 

Enter Shepherd and Clown. 

Here come those I have done good to 
against my will, and already appearing in 
the blossoms of their fortune. 

Shep. Come, boy; I am past moe 
children, but thy sons and daughters will 
be all gentlemen born. 1J3 

Clo. You are well met, sir. You denied 
to fight with me this other day, because I 
was no gentleman born. See you these 
clothes ? Say you sec them not and think 
me still no gentleman born. You were best 
say these robes are not gentlemen born. 
Give me the lie, do ; and try whether 1 am 
not now a gentleman born. 

Aut. 1 know you are now, sir, a gentle¬ 
man born. 130 

Clo. Ay, and have been so any time ti:e e 
four hours. 

Shep. And so have I, boy. 

Clo. So you have ; but I was a gentleman 
born before my father ; for the King's son 
took me by the hand and call’d me brother ; 
and then the two kings call’d my father 
brother ; and then the Prince, my brother, 
and the Princess, my sister, call’d my father 
father. And so wc wept; and there was the 
first gcntleman-likc tears that ever we shed. 

Shep. We may live, son, to shed many 
more. j-10 

Clo. Ay ; or else 'twere hard luck, being 
in so preposterous estate as we are. 

Aut. I humbly beseech you, sir, to pardon 
me all the faults I have committed to your 
worship, and to give me your good report 
to the Prince my master. 145 

Shep. Prithee, son, do; for we must be 
gentle, now we are gentlemen. 

Clo. Thou wilt amend thy life ? 

Aut. Ay, an it like your good worship. 
Clo. Give me thy hand. 1 will swear to 
the Prince thou art as honest a true fellow 
as any is in Bohemia. 151 

Shep. Ycu may say it, but not swear it. 



Scene 2] 

Clo. Not swear it, now I am a gentleman? 
Let boors and franklins say it: Til swear it. 
Shep, How if it be false, son ? 

Clo, If it be ne'er so false, a true gentle¬ 
man may swear it in the behalf of his 
friend. And I'll swear to the Priiicc thou 
art a tall fellow of thy hands and that thou 
wilt not be drunk ; but 1 know thou art 
n3 tall fellow of thy hands and that thou 
wilt be drunk. But I'll swear it; and 1 
would thou wouldst be a tall fellow^ of thy 
hands. 

Aut. 1 will prove so, sir, to my power. - 
Clo, Ay, by any means, prove a tall 
fellow. If 1 do not wonder how thou dar'st 
venture to be drunk not being a tall fellow, 
trust me not. Hark I the kings and the 
princes, our kindred, are going to see the 
Queen's picture. Come, follow us ; weil 
be thy good masters. IHxeunf, 

SciiNii 111 . Sicilia, A chapel in Paulina':- 
house. 

Enter Leonths, Poltxenes, Florizel, 
Perdita, Camiu.o, Padlina, Lords, 
and Attendants. 

Leon. O grave and good Paulina, the 
great comfort 
That I have had of thee ! 

Paul, What, sovereign sir, 

1 did not well, I meant well. All my services 
You have paid home; but that you have 
vouchsaf’d. 

With your crown'd brother and these your 
contracted 

Heirs of your kingdoms, my poor house to 
visit. 

It is a surplus of your grace, which never 
My life may last to answer. 

Leon, O Paulina, 

We honour you with trouble ; but we came 
To see the statue of our queen. Your gallery 
Have we pass’d through, not without much 
content 11 

In many singularities ; but we saw not 
That which my daughter came to look 
upon. 

The statue of her mother. 

Paul, As she liv'd peerless, 

S.) her dead likeness, I do well believe, 15 
Excels whatever yet you look’d upon 
Or hand of man hath done; therefore I 
keep it 

Lonely, apart. But here it is. Prepare 
To see the life as lively mock’d as ever 10 
Still sleep mock’d death. Behold ; and say 
'tis well. [Pauline draws a curtain, 
and discovers Hermione standing 
like a statue. 

I like your silence ; it the more shows off 
Your wonder ; but yet speak. First, you, 
my liege. 

Comes it not something near ? 
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Leon. Her natural posture ! 

Chide me, dear stone, that I may say indeed 
Thou art Hermione ; or rather, thou art she 
In thy not chiding ; for she was as tender 
As infancy and grace. But yet, Paulina, ^7 
Hermione was not so much wrinkled, 
nothing 

So aged as this seems. 

Pol. O, not by much! 

Paul. So much the more our carver's 
excellence, 30 

Which lets go by some sixteen years and 
makes her 
As she liv’d now. 

Leon. As now she might have done, 
So much to my good comfort as it is 
Now piercing to my soul. O, thus she 
stood, 

Even with such life of majesty—warm life. 
As now it coldly stands—when first I woo’d 
her! 36 

1 am asham'd. Docs not the stone rebuke 
me 

For being more stone than it ? O royal 
piece, 

There’s magic in thy majesty, which has 
'My evils conjur’d to remembrance, and 10 
From thy admiring daughter took the 
spirits, 

Standing like stone with thee ! 

Per. And give me have, 

And do not say 'tis superstition that 
1 kneel, and then implore her blessing. 

Lady, 4.t 

Dear queen, that ended when 1 but began, 
Give me that hand of yours to kiss. 

Paul. O, patience ! 

The statue is but newly fix’d, the colour’s 
Not dry. 

Cam, My lord, your sorrow was too sore 
laid on. 

Which sixteen winters cannot blow away. 
So many summers dry. Scarce any joy 51 
Did ever so long live ; no sorrow 
But kill’d itself much soc^ner. 

Pol. Dear my brother. 

Let him that was the cause of this have 
pow’r 

To take oft' so much grief from you as he 55 
Will piece up in himself. 

Paul, Indeed, my lord, 

If 1 had thought the sight of my poor image 
Would thus have wrought you—for the 
stone is mine— 

I’d not have show'd it. 

Leon. Do not draw the curtain. 

Paul. No longer shall you gaze on’t, lest 
your fancy 

May think anon it moves. 

Leon. Let be, let be. 61 

Would I were dead, but that methinks 
already— 

What was he that did make it ? See, my 
lord. 
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Would you not deem it breath'd, and that 
those veins 

Did verily bear blood ? 

Pol. Masterly done! 05 

The very life seems warm upon her lip. 
Leon, Tlie iixure of her eye has motion 
in’t, 

As we are mock'd with art. 

Paul, ril draw the curtain. 

My lord’s almost so far transported that 
lie’ll think anon it lives. 

Leon. O sweet Paulina, 7 '^ 

Make me to think so twenty years together! 
No settled senses of the world can match 
The pleasure of that madness. Left alone. 
Paul, 1 am sorry, sir, I have thus far 
stirr’d you; but 
I could afflict you farther. 

Leon, Do, Paulina ; 75 

For this affliction has a taste as sweet 
As any cordial comfort. Still, mcthinks. 
There is an air comes from her. What fine 
chisel 

Could ever yet cut breath ? Let no man 
mo<'k me. 

For I will kiss her. 

Paul. Good my lord, forbear. 80 

The ruddiness upon her lip is wet; 

You'll mar it if you kiss it; stain your 
own 

With oily painting. Shall I draw the 
curtain ? 

Leon. No, not these twenty years. 

Per. So long could I 

Stand by, a looker-on. 

Paul, Either forbear, 85 

Quit presently the chapel, or resolve you 
For more amazement. If you can behold 
it, 

I'll make the statue move indeed, descend. 
And take you by the hand, but then you’ll 
think— 

Which I protest against—I am assisted 90 
By wicked powers. 

Leon, What you can make her do 

I am content to look on ; what to speak 
I am content to hear ; for ’tis as easy 
To make her speak as move. 

Paul, It is requir'd 

You do awake your faith. Then all stand 
still; 9' 

Or those that think it is unlawful business 
1 am about, let them depart. 

Leon. Proceed. 

No foot shall stir. 

Paul. Music, awake her: strike. [Music. 
*Tis time ; descend; be stone no more; 
approach ; 

Strike all that look upon with marvel. 

Come; io<» 

I'll fill your grave up. Stir; nay, come 
away. 

Bequeath to death your numbness, for 
from him 


[Act 5 

Dear life redeems you. You perteive she 
stirs. [Hermione comes down from 
the pedestal . 

Start not; her actions shall be holy as 
You hear my spell is lawful. Do not shun 
her 105 

Until you see her die again ; for then 
You kill her double. Nay, present your 
hand. 

When she was young you woo’d her ; now 
in age 

Is she become the suitor ? 

Leon. O, she’s warm ! 

If this be magic, let it be an art 1 xo 

Lawful as eating. 

Pol. She embraces him. 

Cam. She hangs about his neck. 

If she pertain to life, let her speak too. 

Pol. Ay, and make it manifest where she 
has liv’d, 

Or how stol’n from the dead. 

Paul. That she is living, 115 

Were it but told you, should be hooted at 
Like an old talc; but it appears she lives 
Though yet she speak not. Mark a little 
while. 

Please you to interpose, fair madam. Kneel, 
And pray your mother’s blessing. Turn, 
good lady ; 120 

Our Perdita is found. 

Her. You gods, look down. 

And from your sacred vials pour your 
graces 

Upon my daughter's head 1 Tell me, mine 
own, 

Where hast thou been preserv'd ? Where 
liv'd ? How found 

Thy father’s court ? For thou shalt hear 
that I, 125 

Knowing by Paulina that the oracle 
Gave hope thou wast in being, have pre¬ 
serv’d 

Myself to see the issue. 

Paul. There’s time enough for that. 
Lest they desire upon this push to trouble 
Your joys with like relation. Go together, 
You precious winners all; your exultation 
Partake to every one. I, an old turtle, 132 
Will wing me to some wither’d bough, and 
there 

My mate, that’s never to be found again, 
Lament till I am lost. 

Leon. O peace, Paulina ! 135 

Thou shouldst a husband take by' my 
consent, 

As I by thine a wife. This is a match, 

And made between's by vows. Thou hast 
found mine; 

But how, is to be question’d ; for I saw her, 
As I thought, dead; and have, in vain, 
said many 140 

A prayer upon her grave. I'll not seek far— 
For him, I partly know his mind—to find 
thee 
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Scene 3] 

An honourable husband. Come, Camillo, 

And take her by the hand whose worth and 
honesty 

Is richly noted, and here justified 145 

By us, a pair of kings. Let’s from this 
place. 

What I look upon my brother. Both your 
pardons. 

That e'er 1 put between your holy looks 

My ill suspicion. This your son-in-law. 


And son unto the King, whom heavens 
directing, 150 

Is troth-plight to your daughter. Good 
Paulina, 

Lead us from hence where we may leisurely 
Each one demand and answer to his part 
Perform'd in this wide gap of time since 
first 

We were dissever’d. Hastily lead away. i ss 

[Exeunt. 
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ACT ONE 

Scene I. King John’s palace. 

Enter King John, Queen Elinor, Pem¬ 
broke, Essex, Salisbury, and Others, 
with Chatillon. 

K, John. Now, say, Chatillon, what 
would France with us ? 

Chat. Thus, after greeting, speaks the 
King of F'rance 

In my behaviour to the majesty. 

The borrowed majesty, of England here. 
Eli, A strange beginning—‘ borrowed 
majesty'! 5 

K. John. Silence, good mother ; hear the 
embassy. 

Chat. Philip of France, in right and true 
behalf 

Of thy deceased brother Geffrey’s son, 

Arthur Plantagenet, lays most lawful claim 

To this fair island and the territories, lo 

To Ireland, Poictiers, Anjou, Touraine, 
Maine, 

Desiring thee to lay aside the sword 

Which sways usurpingly these several 
titles. 

And put the same into young Arthur's 
hand. 

Thy nephew and right royal sovereign. 15 
K, John. What follows if we disallow of 
this? 

Chat. The proud control of fierce and 
bloody war. 

To enforce these rights so forcibly withheld. 
K, John, Here have we war for war, and 
blood for blood, 


Controlment for controlmcnt—so answer 
France. so 

Chat, Then take my king’s defiance from 
my mouth— 

The farthest limit of my embassy. 

K. John. Bear mine to him, and so depart 
in peace; 

Be thou as lightning in the eyes of France ; 

F^or ere thou canst report 1 will be there, 25 

The thunder of my cannon shall be heard. 

So hence I Be thou the trumpet of our 
wrath 

And sullen presage of your own decay. 

An honourable conduct let him have— 

Pembroke, look to't. Farewell, Chatillon. 30 
[Exeunt Chatillon and Pembroke. 

Eli, What now, my son! Have I not 
ever said 

How that ambitious Constance would not 
cease 

Till she had kindled France and all the 
world 

Upon the right and party of her son ? 

This might have been prevented and made 
whole 35 

With very easy arguments of love. 

Which now the manage of two kingdoms 
must 

With fearful bloody issue arbitrate. 

K, John. Our strong possession and our 
right for us 1 

Eli. Your strong possession much more 
than your right, 40 

Or else it must go wrong with you and me ; 

So much my conscience whispers in your ear. 

Which none but heaven and you and I 
shall hear. 
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Enter a Sheriff, 

Essex. My liege, here is the strangest 
controversy 

Come from the country tc be judg’d by you 
That e’er I heard. Shall I produce the men? 

K. John. Let them approach. 

[Exit Sheriff. 

Our abbeys and our priories shall pay 
This expedition's charge. 

Enter Robert Faulconbridoe anS. 
Philip, his bastard brother. 

What men are you ? 

Bast. Your faithful subject I, a gentlc- 
m:ui 50 

Born in Northamptonshire, and eldest son. 
As 1 suppose, to Robert Faulconbridge— 

A soldier by the honour-giving hand 
Of Coeiir-de-lion knighted in the field. 

K. John. What art thou ? 55 

Rob. The son and heir to that same 
Faulconbridge. 

K- John. Is that the elder, and art thou 
the heir ? 

You came not of one mother then, it seems. 

Bast. Most certain of one mother, mighty 
king—- 

That is well known—and, as I think, one 
father; 60 

But for the certain knowledge of that truth 
I put you o'er to heaven and to my mother. 
Of that 1 doubt, as all men's children may. 

Eli. Out on thee, rude man ! Thou dost 
shame thy mother, (-i 

And wound her honour with this diffidence. 

Bast. 1 , madam ? No, I have no reason 
for it— 

That is my brother’s plea, and none of 
mine; 

The which if he can prove, 'a pops me out 
At least from fair five hundred pound a 
year. 

Heaven guard my mother’s honour and my 
land I 70 

K. John. A good blunt fellow. Why, 
be'ng younger born. 

Doth he lay claim to thine inheritance ? 

Bast. I know not why, except to get the 
land. 

But once he slander’d me with bastardy; 
But whe'er I be as true begot or no, 75 
That still I lay upon my mother’s head ; 
But that I am as well begot, my liege— 
F"air fall the bones that took the pains for 
me I— 

Compare our faces and be judge yourself. 

If old Sir Robert did beget us both so 
And were our father, and this son like 
him— 

O old Sir Robert, father, on my knee 
I give heaven thanks 1 was not like to thee ! 

K. John. Why, what a madcap hath 
heaven lent us here 1 
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Eli. He hath a trick of Cceur-de-lion's 
face; 85 

The accent of his tongue affecteth him. 

Do you not read some tokens of my son 
In the large composition of this roan ? 

K. John. Mine eye hath well examined 
his parts 

And finds them perfect Richard. Sirrah. 

speak, 90 

What doth move you to claim your 

brother’s land ? 

Bast. Because he hath a half-face, like 
my father. 

With half that face would he have all my 
land : 

A half-fac’d groat five hundred pound a 
year ! 

Rob. My gracious liege, when that my 
father liv'd, 

Your brother did employ my father 

much— 

Bast. Well, sir, by this you cannot get 
my land : 

Your tale must be how he employ’d my 
mother. 

Rob. And once dispatch’d him in an 
embassy 

To Germany, there with the Emperor too 
To treat of liigh affairs touching that time. 
I'll’ advantage of his absence took the King, 
And in the meantime sojourn’d at my 
father’s; 

Where how he did prevail 1 shame to 
speak— 

But truth is truth: large lengths of seas 
and shores X05 

Between my father and my mother lay, 

As 1 have heard my father speak himself, 
When this same lusty gentleman was got. 
Upon his death-bed he by will bequeath’d 
His lands to me, and took it on his death no 
That this my mother’s son was none of 
his ; 

And if he were, he came into the world 
Full fourteen weeks before the course of 
time. 

Then, good my liege, let me have what is 
mine, 114 

My father’s land, as was my father’s will. 

K. John. Sirrah, your brother is legiti¬ 
mate : 

Your father’s wife did after wedlock bear 
him, 

And if she did play false, the fault was heis ; 
Which fault lies on the hazards of all 
husbands 

That marry wives. Tell me, how if my 
brother, x.o 

Who, as you say, took pains to get this *on. 
Had of your father claim’d this son for his ? 
In sooth, good friend, your father might 
have kept 

This calf, bred from his cow, from all the 
world; 
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In sooth» he might; then, if he were my 
brother’s, *25 

My brother might not claim him ; nor your 
father. 

Being none of his, refuse him. This con¬ 
cludes : 

My mother’s son did get your father’s heir; 
Your father’s heir must have your father’s 
land. 

Rob. Shall then my father’s will be of no 
force 130 

To dispossess that child which is not his ? 

BasL Of no more force to dispossess me, 
sir, 

Than was his will to get me, as I think. 

EIL Whether hadst thou rather be a 
Faulcoiibridge, 

And like thy brother, to enjoy thy land, 135 
Or the reputed son of Coeur-de-Iion, 

Lord of thy presence and no land beside ? 

BasL Madam, an if my brother had my 
shape 

And 1 had his, Sir Robert’s his, like him ; 
And if my legs were two such riding-rods, 
My arms such eel-skins stuff’d, my face so 
thin 141 

That in mine ear I durst not stick a rose 
Lest men should say ’ Look where three- 
farthings goes 1 * 

And, to his shape, were heir to all this 
land— 

Would I might never stir from off this 
place, 145 

I would give it every foot to have this face! 
I would not be Sir Nob in any case. 

EIL I like thee well. Wilt thou forsake 
thy fortune. 

Bequeath thy land to him and follow me ? 
1 am a soldier and now bound to France. 

BasL Brother, take you my land. I’ll 
take my chance. isi 

Your face hath got five hundred pound a 
year, 

Yet sell your face for fivepence and ’tis 
dear. 

Madam, I’!! follow you unto the death. 

EIL Nay, 1 would have you go before me 
tliithcr. 155 

Bast, Our country manners give our 
betters way. 

K. John. What is thy name ? 

Bast, Philip, my so is my name 

begun : 

Philip, good old Sir Robert’s wife’s eldest 
son. 

K, John. From henceforth bear his name 
whose form thou bearest: 160 

Kneel thou down Philip, but rise more 
. great— 

Arise Sir Richard and Plantagenct, 

Bast, Brother by th’ mother’s side, give 
me your hand ; 

My father gave me honour, yours gave land. 
Now blessed be the hour, by night or day, 

416 


[Act 1 

When I was got. Sir Robert was away I 
Eli. The very spirit of Plantagenet I 
I am thy grandara, Richard : call me so. 
BasL Madam, by chance, but not by 
truth ; what though ? 

Something about, a little from the right, 170 
In at the window, or else o’er the hatch ; 
Who dares not stir by day must walk by 
night; 

And have is have, however men do catch. 
Near or far off, well won is still well shot; 
And 1 am I, howe’er 1 was begot. 175 
K. John. Go, Faulconbridge; now hast 
thou thy desire: 

A landless knight makes thee a landed 
squire. 

Come, madam, and come, Richard, we 
must speed 

For France, for France, for it is more than 
need. 

BasL Brother, adieu. Good fortune come 
to thee! 180 

For thou wast got i’ th' way of honesty. 

[Exeunt all but the Bastard, 
A foot of honour better than I was ; 

But many a many foot of land the worse. 
Well, now can I make any Joan a lady. 

* Good den, Sir Richard I ’—* God-a-mercy, 
fellow! ’ 183 

And if his name be George, I’ll call him 
Peter; 

For new-made honour doth forget men’s 
names: 

’Tis too respective and too sociable 
For your conversion. Now your traveller, 
He and his toothpick at my worship’s 
mess— 1'^ 

And when my knightly stomach is suffic’d, 
Why then I suck my teeth and catechize 
My picked man of countries : ‘ My dear sir,’ 
Thus leaning on mine elbow 1 begin 
‘ I shall beseech you *— That is question 
now; 195 

And then comes answer like an Absey 
book; 

‘ O sir,’ says answer * at your best com¬ 
mand. 

At your employment, at your service, sir I ’ 
‘ No, sir,’ says question ‘ 1 , sweet sir, at 
yours.* 

And so, ere answer knows what question 
would, 200 

Saving in dialogue of compliment, 

And talking of the Alps and Apennines, 
The Pyrenean and the river Po— 

It drawls toward supper in conclusion so. 
But this is worshipful society, 205 

And fits the mounting spirit like myself; 
For he is but a bastard to the time 
That doth not smack of observation— 
And so am I, whether I smack or no; 

And not alone in habit and device, aio 

Exterior form, outward accoutrement, 

But from the inward motion to deliver 



Scene 1] 

Sweet, sweet, sweet poison for the age's 
tooth; 

Which, though 1 will not practise to 
deceive, 

Yet, to avoid deceit, I mean to learn : 215 

For it shall strew the footsteps of my 
rising. 

But who comes in such baste in riding- 
robes ? 

What woman-post is this ? Hath she no 
husband 

That will take pains to blow a horn before 
her? 

Enter Lady Faulconbridge, and James 
Gurney. 

O me, 'tis my mother I How now, good 
lady I 

What brings you here to court so hastily ? 

Lady F. Where is that slave, thy brother? 
Where is he 

That holds in chase mine honour up and 
down ? 

Bast. My brother Robert, old Sir 
Robert's son ? z t 1 

Colbrand the giant, that same mighty man? 

Is it Sir Robert's son that you seek so ? 

Lady F. Sir Robert's son! Ay, thou un- 
reverend boy, 

Sir Robert's son ! Why scorn'st thou at Sir 
Robert ? 

He is Sir Robert’s son, and so art thou. 

BasL James Gurney, wilt thou give us 
leave awhile ? 230 

Gur. Good leave, good Philip. 

Bast. Philip—Sparrow I James 

There's toys abroad—anon I'll tell thee 
more. fExft Gumey. 

Madam, I was not old Sir Robert’s son; 

Sir Robert might have eat his part in me 

Upon Good Friday, and ne'er broke his 
fast. 235 

Sir Robert could do; well—marry, to con¬ 
fess— 

Could he get me 7 Sir Robert could not do it: 

We know his handiwork. Therefore, good 
mother. 

To whom am 1 beholding for these limbs ? 

Sir Robert never holp to make this leg. 240 

Lady F. Hast thou conspired with thy 
brother too. 

That for thine own gain shouldst defend 
mine honour ? 

What means this scorn, thou most un¬ 
toward knave ? 

Bast Knight, knight, good mother, 
Basilisco-like. 

What! 1 am dubb'd; I have it on my 
shoulder. 245 

But, mother, I am not Sir Robert's son: 

I have disclaim'd Sir Robert and my land; 

Legitimation, name, and all is gone. 

Then, good my mother, let me know my 
father— 
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Some proper man, 1 hope. Who was it, 
mother ? 250 

Lady F. Hast thou denied thyself a 
Faulconbridge ? 

Bast, As faithfully as I deny the devil. 
Lady F. King Richard Coeur-de~lion was 
thy father. 

By long and vehement suit I was seduc'd 
To make room for him in my husband's 
bed. 

Heaven lay not my transgression to ray 
charge! 

Thou art the issue of my dear offence, 
Which was so strongly urg'd past my 
defence. 

BasL Now, by this light, were I to get 
again, 2 so 

Madam, 1 would not wish a better father. 
Some sins do bear their privilege on earth, 
And so doth yours: your fault was not 
your folly ; 

Needs must you lay your heart at his 
dispose. 

Subjected tribute to commanding love, 
Against whose fury and unmatched force 
The aweless lion could not wage the fight 
Nor keep his princely heart from Richard's 
hand. 

He that perforce robs lions of their hearts 
May easily win a woman's. Ay, my mother, 
With all my heart I thank thee for my 
father! 270 

Who lives and dares but say thou didst not 
well 

When 1 was got, I'll send his soul to hell. 
Come, lady, 1 will show thee to my kin; 
And they shall say when Richard me begot, 
If thou hadst said him nay, it had been sin. 
Who says it was, he lies; 1 say 'twas not. 

[Exeuyit, 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. France, Before Angiers, 

Enterp on one side, Austria and Forces ; on 
the other, King Philip of France, Lewis 
the Dauphin, Constance, Arthur, and 
Forces. 

K. Phi. Before Angiers well met, brave 
Austria. 

Arthur, that great forerunner of thy blood, 
Richard, that robb’d the lion of his heart 
And fought the holy wars in Palestine, 4 
By this brave duke came early to his grave ; 
And for amends to his posterity. 

At our importance hither is he come 
To spread his colours, boy, in thy behalf; 
And to rebuke the usurpation 
Of thy unnatural uncle, English John. 10 
Embrace him, love him, give him welcome 
hither. 

Arth, God s^all forgive you Cceur-de- 
lion's death 
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The rather that you give his offsprlug life. 
Shadowing their right under your wings of 
war, 14 

I give you welcome with a powerless hand. 
But with a heart full of unstained love ; 
Welcome before the gates of Angiors, Duke. 

K. Phi. A noble boy ! Who would not do 
thee right ? 

AusL Upon thy cheek lay I this zealous 
kiss 

As seal to this indenture of my love: 

That to my home I will no more return 
Till Angiers and the right thou hast in 
France, 

Together with that pale, that white-fac'd 
shore. 

Whose foot spurns back the ocean's roaring 
tides 

And coops from other lands her islanders— 
Even till that England, hedg'd in with the 
main, 

That water-walled bulwark, still secure 
And confident from foreign purposes— 
Even till that utmost corner of the west 
Salute thee for her king. Till then, fair boy, 
Will 1 not think of home, but follow arms. 

Const, O, take his mother's thanks, a 
widow’s thanks, 3~ 

Till your strong hand shall help to give him 
strength 

To make a more requital to your love I 

Aust, The peace of heaven is theirs that 
lift their swords 35 

In such a just and charitable war. 

K. Phi. Well then, to work ! Our cannon 
shall be bent 

Against the brows of this resisting town ; 
Call for our chiefest men of discipline. 

To cull the plots of best advantages. 40 
We'll lay before this town our royal bones, 
Wade to the market-place In Frenchmen’s 
blood. 

But we will make it subject to this boy. 

Const, Stay for an answer to your em¬ 
bassy. 

Lest unadvis’d you stain your swords with 
blood; 45 

My Lord Chatillon may from England 
bring 

That right in peace which here we urge in 
war. 

And then we shall repent each drop of 
blood 

That hot rash haste so indirectly shed. 
Enter Chatillon. 

K. P/ii. A wonder, lady! Lo, upon thy 
wish, 50 

Our messenger Chatillon is arriv'd. 

What England says, say briefly, gentle lord; 
We coldly pause for thee. Chatillon, speak. 1 

Chat. Then turn your forces from this; 
paltry siege 54 

And stir them up against a mightier task. 


England, impatient of your just demands. 
Hath put himself in arms. The adverse 
winds, 

Whose leisure 1 have stay'd, have given him 
time 

To land his legions all as soon as I; 

His marches are expedient to this town, co 
His forces strong, his soldiers confident. 
With him along is come the mother-queen. 
An Ate, stirring him to blood and strife; 
With her her niece, the Lady Blanch of 
Spain; 

With them a bastard of the king's deceas'd ; 
And all th' unsettled humours of the land— 
Rash, inconsiderate, fiery voluntaries. 

With ladies' faces and fierce dragons' 
spleens— 

Have sold their fortunes at their native 
homes. 

Bearing their birthrights proudly on their 
backs, 70 

To make a hazard of new fortunes here. 

In brief, a braver choice of dauntless spirits 
Than now the English bottoms have waft 
o'er 

Did never float upon the swelling tide 74 
To do ofience and scathe in Christendom. 

[Drum beats. 

The interruption of their churlish drums 
Cuts oflp more circumstance; they are at 
hand; 

To parley or to fight, therefore prepare. 

K. Phi. How much unlook'd for is this 
exj^edition I 

Aiist. By how much unexpected, by so 
much 80 

We must awake endeavour for defence, 

For courage mounteth with occasion. 

Let them be welcome then; we are pre¬ 
par’d. 

Enter King John, Elinor, Blanch, the 
Bastard, Pembroke, and Others. 

K. John. Peace be to France, if France in 
peace permit 

Our just and lineal entrance to our own ! 85 
If not, bleed France, and peace ascend to 
heaven. 

Whiles we, God's wrathful agent, do correct 
Their proud contempt that beats His peace 
to heaven I 

K. Phi. Peace be to England, if that war 
return 

From France to England, there to live in 
peace I 00 

England we love, and for that England’s 
sake 

With burden of our armour here we sweat. 
This toil of ours should be a work of thine ; 
But thou from loving England art so far 
That thou hast under-wrought his lawful 
king, 95 

Cut off the sequence of posterity. 

Outfaced infant state, and done a rape 
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Upon the maiden virtue of the crown. 
Look here upon thy brother Geffrey’s face : 
These eyes, these brows, were moulded out 
of his; loo 

This little abstract doth contain that large 
Which died in Geffrey, and the hand of 
time 

Shall draw this brief into as huge a volume. 
That Geffrey was thy elder brother born, 
And this his son; England was Geffrey's 
right, 103 

And this is Geffrey’s. In the name of God, 
How comes it then that thou art call'd a 
king, 

When living blood doth in these temples 
beat 

Which owe the crown that thou o’er- 
mastcrest ? 

K. John, From whom hast thou this 
great commission, France, no 

To draw my answer from thy articles ? 

K. Phi. From that supernal judge that 
stirs good thoughts 
In any breast of strong authority 
To look into the blots and stains of right. 
That judge hath made me guardian to this 
boy, Its 

Under whose warrant 1 impeach thy wrong, 
And by whose help I mean to chastise it. 

K. John, Alack, thou dost usurp 
authority. 

K. Phi, Excuse it is to beat usurping 
down. 

Eli, Who is it thou dost call usurper, 
France ? izo 

Const, Let me make answer : thy usurp¬ 
ing son. 

Eli, Out, insolent I Thy bastard shall be 
king. 

That thou mayst be a queen and check the 
world! 

Const, My bed was ever to thy son as 
true 

As thine was to thy husband ; and this boy 
Liker in feature to his father Geffrey 
Than thou and John in manners—being as 
like 

As rain to water, or devil to his dam. 

My boy a bastard ! By my soul, I think 
His father never was so true begot; i 
It cannot be, an if thou wert his mother. 

Eli, There’s a good mother, boy, that 
blots thy father. 

Consf. There's a good grandam, boy, that 
would blot thee. 

Aust, Peace ! 

Bast, Hear the crier, 

Aust, What the devil art thou ? 

Bast, One that will play the devil, sir, 
with you, 135 

An *a may catch your hide and you alone. 
You are the hare of whom the proverb goes. 
Whose valour plucks dead Hons by the 
beard; 
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ril smoke your skin-coat an I catch you 
right; 

Sirrah, look to't; i' faith I will, i' faith. 140 

Blanch. O, well did he become that lien’s 
robe 

That did disrobe the lion of that robe! 

Bast. It lies as sightly on the back of him 
As great Alcides’ shows upon an ass ; 

But, ass, I'll take that burden from your 
back, 1^5 

Or lay on that shall make your shoulders 
crack. 

Aust. What cracker is this same that 
deafs our ears 

With this abundance of superfluous breath? 
King Philip, determine what we shall do 
straight. 

K. Phi. Women and fools, break off your 
conference. 150 

King John, this is the very sum of all: 
England and Ireland, Anjou, Touraine, 
Maine, 

In right of Arthur, do I claim of thee ; 
Wilt thou resign them and lay down thy 
arms ? 

K. John, My life as soon. I do defy thee, 
France. 155 

Arthur of Britaine, yield thee to my hard, 
And out of my dear love I’ll give thee note 
Than e'er the coward hand of France can 
win. 

Submit thee, boy. 

Eli, Come to thy grandam, child. 

Const. Do, child, go to it grandam, child ; 
Give grandam kingdom, and it grandam 
will icx 

Give it a plum, a cherry, and a fig. 

There's a good grandam ! 

Arfli. Good my mother, peace ! 

I would that 1 were low laid in my grave: 
1 am not worth this coil that's made for me. 

Eli, His mother shames him so, poor boy, 
he weeps. ic>(. 

Const. Now shame upon you, whe'er she 
does or no! 

His grandam’s wrongs, and not his mother's 
shames, 

Draws those heaven-moving pearls from his 
poor eyes, 

Which heaven shall take in nature of a fee ; 
Ay, with these crystal beads heaven shall 
be brib'd i;i 

To do him justice and revenge on you. 

Eli, Thou monstrous slanderer of heaven 
and earth! 

Const, Thou monstrous injurer of heaven 
and earth, 

Call not me slanderer! Thou and thine 
usurp 175 

The dominations, royalties, and rights, 

Of this oppressed boy; this is thy eldest 
son's son, 

Infortunate in nothing but in thee. 

Thy sins are visited in this poor child; 
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The canon of the law is laid on him, itfo 
Being but the second generation 
Removed from tliy sin-conceiving womb. 
K. John* Bedlam, have done. 

Const I have but this to say— 

That he is not only plagued for her sin. 

But God hath made her sin and her the 
plague 1S5 

On this removed issue, plagued for her 
And with her plague ; her sin his injury, 
Her injury the beadle to her sin; 

All punish'd in the person of this child. 
And all for her—a plague upon her ! i jo 
EIL Thou unadvised scold, 1 can produce 
A will that bars the title of thy son. 

Const Ay, who doubts that ? A will, a 
wicked will; 

A woman's will; a cank'red grandam's will! 
K, Phi. Peace, lady! pause, or be more 
temperate. 105 

It ill beseems this presence to cr>* aim 
To these ill-tuned repetitions. 

Some trumpet summon hither to the walls 
These men of Anglers; let us hear them 
speak i ;9 

Whose title they admit, Arthur’s or John's. 

Trumpet sounds. Enter Citizens upon the 
walls. 

at Who is it that hath warn'd us to the 
walls ? 

K. Phi. 'Tis France, for England. 

K. John. England for itself. 

You men of Angiers, and my loving 
subjects— 

K. Phi. You loving men of Angiers, 
Arthur’s subjects, 

Our trumpet call’d you to this gentle 
parle— ^05 

K. John. For our advantage; therefore 
hear us first. 

These flags of France, that are advanced 
here 

Before the eye and prospect of your town. 
Have hither march'd to your endamage¬ 
ment ; 

The cannons have their bowels full of 
wrath, 210 

And ready mounted are they to spit forth 
Their iron indignation 'gainst your walls; 
All preparation for a bloody siege 
And merciless proceeding by these French 
Confront your city's eyes, your winking 
gates; 215 

And but for our approach those sleeping 
stones 

That as a waist doth girdle you about 
By the compulsion of their ordinance 
By this time from their fixed beds of 
lime 219 

Had been dishabited, and wide havoc made , 
For bloody power to rush upon your peace. | 
But on the sight of us your lawful king, I 
Who painfully with much expedient march I 
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nave brought a countercheck before your 
gates. 

To save unscratch'd your city*s threat'ned 
cheeks— 225 

Behold, the French amaz'd vouchsafe a 
parle; 

And now, instead of bullets wrapp'd in fire. 
To make a shaking fever in your walls, 
rhey shoot but calm words folded up in 
smoke, 

To make a faithless error in your ears ; 230 
Which trust accordingly, kind citizens, 
And let us in—your King, whose labour'd 
spirits, 

Forwearied in this action of swift speed. 
Craves harbourage within your city walls. 

K. Phi. When 1 have said, make answer 
to us both. 235 

Lo, in this right hand, whose protection 
Is most divinely vow’d upon the right 
Of him it holds, stands young Plantagenet, 
Son to the elder brother of this man, 239 
And king o'er him and all that he enjoys ; 
For this down-trodden equity we tread 
In warlike march these greens before your 
town, 

Being no further enemy to you 
Than the constraint of hospitable zeal 
In the relief of this oppressed child 245 
Religiously provokes. Be pleased then 
To pay that duty which you truly owe 
To him that owes it, namely, this young 
prince; 

And then our arms, like to a muzzled bear, 
Save in aspect, hath all oflence seal’d up; 
Our cannons' malice vainly shall be spent 
Against th’ invulnerable clouds of heaven ; 
And with a blessed and unvex'd retire, 
With unhack'd swords and helmets all un¬ 
bruis’d, 2S4 

We will bear home that lusty blood again 
Which here we came to spout against your 
town, 

And leave your children, wives, and you, in 
peace. 

But if you fondly pass our profl’er’d offer, 
'I'is not the roundure of your old-fac’d 
walls 

Can hide you from our messengers of war, 
Ihough all these English and their 
discipline soi 

Were harbour'd in their rude circumference. 
Then tell us, shall your city call us lord 
In that behalf which we have challeng'd it; 
.)r shall we give the signal to our rage, 265 
And stalk in blood to our possession ? 

Cif. In brief; we are the King of 
England's subjects; 

For him, and in his right, we hold this town. 

K. John. Acknowledge then the King, 
and let me in. 

at. That can we not; but he that proves 
the King, 270 

To him will we prove loyal. Till that time 
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Have we ramm’d up our gates against the 
world. 

K. John, Doth not the crown of England 
prove the King ? 

And if not that, 1 bring you witnesses : 
Twice fifteen thousand hearts of England's 
breed— 275 

Bast. Bastards and else. 

K, John, To verify our t»tle with their 
lives. 

K. Phi. As many and as well-born bloods 
as those— 

Bast. Some bastards too. 

K. IVti. Stand in his face to contradict his 
claim. 

at. Till you compound whose right 
worthiest. 

We for the worthiest hold the right from 
both. 

K. John. Then God forgive the sin of all 
those souls 

That to their everlasting residence, 

Before the dew of evening fall, shall fleet 
In dreadful trial of our kingdom's king! 

K. Phi. Amen, Amen I Mount, chevaliers; 
to arms! 

Bast. Saint George, that swing’d the 
dragon, and e'er since 
Sits on’s horse back at mine hostess’ door. 
Teach us some fence! Uo Austria] Sirrah, 
were I at home, 290 

At your den, sirrah, with your lioness, 

I would set an ox-head to your lion’s hide, 
And mike a monster of you. 

Aust. Peace! no more. 

Bast. O, tremble, for you hear the lion 
roar! 

K. John. Up higher to the plain, where 
we’ll set forth 295 

In best appointment all our regiments. 

Bast. Speed then to take advantage of the 
field. 

K. Phi. It shall be so; and at the other 
hill 

Command the rest to stand. God and our 
right! f.Excunf. 

Here, after excursions, enter the Herald of 
France, with trumpets, to the gates. 

F. Her. You men of Angiers, open wide 

your gates 300 

And let young Arthur, Duke of Britaine, 

in, 

Who by the hand of France this day hath 
made 

Much work for tears in many an English 
mother. 

Whose sons lie scattered on the bleeding 
ground; 

Many a widow's husband grovelling lies, 305 
Coldly embracing the discoloured earth; 
And victory with little loss doth play 
Upon the dancing banners of the French, 
Who are at hand, tririmphantly displayed, ‘ 
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To enter conquerors, and to proclaim 3»o 
Arthur of Britaine England’s King and 
yours. 

Enter English Herald, with trumpet. 

E. Her. Rejoice, you men of Angiers, ring 
your bells : 

King John, your king and England's, doth 
approach, 

Commander of this hot malicious day. 
Their armours that march’d hence so silver- 
bright 3^5 

Hither return all gilt with Frenchmen’s 
blood. 

There stuck no plume in any English crest 
That IS removed by a staff of France ; 

Our colours do return in those same hands 
That did display them when we first 
march’d forth ; 320 

And like a jolly troop of huntsmen come 
Our lusty English, all with purpled hands, 
Dy’d in the dying slaughter of their ices. 
Open your gates and give the victors way. 
at. Heralds, from off our tow’rs we 
might Ix^hold 3;>5 

From first to last the onset and retire 
Of both your armies, whose equality 
By our best eyes cannot be censured. 
Blood hath bought blood, and blow's have 
answer’d Mows; 

Strength match’d with strength, and power 
confronted power; 330 

Both are alike, and both alike we like. 
One must prove greatest. While they weigh 
so even, 

Wc hold our town for neither, yet for both. 

Efiter the two Kings, with their Powers, at 
several doors. 

K. John. France, hast thou yet more 
blood to cast away ? 

Say, shall the current of our right run on ? 
Whose passage, vex’d with thy impedi- 
%ment, 33/^ 

Shall leave his native channel and o'crswell 
With course disturb'd even thy confining 
shores. 

Unless thou let his silver w'ater keep 
A peaceful progress to the ocean. 340 

K. Phi. England, thou hast not sav’d one 
drop of blood 

In this hot trial more than we of France ; 
Rather, lost more. And by this hand I 
swear, 

That sways the earth this climate overlooks. 
Before we will lay down our just-borne 
arms, 345 

We’ll put thee down, 'gainst w'hom these 
arms we bear, 

Or add a royal number to the dead, 
Gracing the scroll that tells of tliis war's 
loss 

With slaughter coupled to the name of 
kings. 
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Bast. Ha, majesty! how high thy glory 
tow’rs 350 

When the rich blood of kings is set on fire! 
O, now doth Death line his dead chaps with 
steel; 

The swords of soldiers are his teeth, his 
fangs; 

And now he feasts, mousing the flesh of 
men. 

In undetermin'd differences of kings. 33.*' 
Why stand these royal fronts amazed thus ? 
Cry * havoc ! ' kings ; back to the stained 
field. 

You equal potents, fiery kindled spirits! 
Then let confusion of one part confirm 
The other’s peace. Till then, blows, blood, 
and death ! 

K. John. Whose party do the townsmen 
yet admit ? 

K. Phi. Speak, citizens, for England ; 
who’s your king ? 

at. The King of England, when we know 
the King. 

K. Phi. Know him in us that here hold up 
his right. 

K. John. In us that are our own great 
deputy 3<*5 

And bear possession of our person here. 
Lord of our presence. Anglers, and of you. 

at. A greater pow’r than we denies all 
this; 

And till it be undoubted, we do lock 
Our former scruple in our strong-barr’d 
gates; 3:0 

King’d of our fears, until our fears, resolv’d, 
Be by some certain king purg’d and depos’d. 

Bast. By heaven, these scroyles of 
Angiers flout you, kings. 

And stand securely on their battlements 
As in a theatre, whence they gape and point 
At your industrious scenes and acts of 
death. 370 

Your royal presences be rul’d by me: 

Do like the mutines of Jerusalem, 

Be friends awhile, and both conjointly bend 
Your sharpest deeds of malice on this town. 
By east and west let France and England 
mount 3S1 

Their battering cannon, charged to the 
mouths. 

Till their souhfearing clamours have 
brawl’d down 

The flinty ribs of this contemptuous city, 
rd play incessantly upon these jades, 3^3 
Even till unfenced desolation 
Leave them as naked as the vulgar air. 
That done, dissever your united strengths' 
And part your mingled colours once again, | 
Turn face to face and bloody point to! 

point; 3SOI 

Then in a moment Fortune shall cull forth 
Out of one side her happy minion. 

To whom in favour she shall give the day, I 
And kiss him with a glorious victory. I 

4Z2 


[Act 2 

How like you this wild counsel, mighty 
states ? 395 

Smacks it not something of the policy ? 

K. John. Now, by the sky that hangs 
above our heads, 

i like it well. France, shall we knit our 
pow’rs 

And lay this Angiers even with the ground ; 
Then after fight who shall be king of it ? 400 

Bast. An if thou hast the mettle of a ting, 
Being wrong’d as we are by this peevish 
town. 

Turn thou the mouth of thy artillery. 

As we will ours, against these saucy walls ; 
And when that we have dash’d them to the 
ground, 405 

Why then defy each other, and pell-mell 
Make work upon ourselves, for heaven or 
hell. 

K. Phi. Let it be so. Say, where will you 
assault ? 

K. John. We from the west will send 
destruction 

Into this city’s bosom. 410 

Awsl. I from the north. 

K. Phi. Our thunder from the south 
Shall rain their drift of bullets on this town. 

Bast. fAsitle] O prudent discipline I From 
north to south, 

Austria and France shoot in each other’s 
mouth. 414 

I’ll stir them to it.— Come, away, away I 

at. Hear us, great kings: vouchsafe 
awhile to stay. 

And I shall show you peace and fair-fac’d 
league; 

Win you this city without stroke or w oiind ; 
Rescue those breathing lives to die in beds 
That here come sacrifices for (he field. 420 
Pcrsev'cr not, but hear me, mighty kings. 

K. John. Speak on with favour; we are 
bent to hear. 

at. That daughter there of Spain, the 
Lady Blanch, 

Is niece to England; look upon the years 
Of Lewis the Dauphin and that lovely maid. 
If lusty love should go in quest of beauty. 
Where should he find it fairer than in 
Blanch ? ^.->7 

If zealous love should go in search of virtue. 
Where should he find it purer than in 
Blanch ? 

If love ambitious sought a match of birth. 
Whose veins bound richer blood than Lady 
Blanch ? 431 

Such as she is, in beauty, virtue, birth. 

Is the young Dauphin every way com¬ 
plete— 

If not complete of, say he is not she; 

And she again wants nothing, to name want, 
If want it be not that she is not he. 436 
He is the half part of a blessed man, 

Left to be finished by such as she; 

And she a fair divided excellence. 
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Whose fulness of perfection lies in him. 4 io 
O, two such silver currents, when they 
join. 

Do glorify the banks that bound them in ; 
And two such shores to two such streams 
made one. 

Two such controlling bounds, shall you be. 
Kings, 

To these two princes, if you marry them. 445 
This union shall do more than battery can 
To our fast-closed gates ; for at this match 
With swifter spleen than powder can 
enforce. 

The mouth of passage shall we fling wide 
ope 

And give you entrance; but without this 
match, 450 

The sea enraged is not half so deaf, 

Lions more confident, mountains and rocks 
More free from motion—no, not Death 
himself 

In mortal fury half so peremptory 
As we to keep this city. 

Bast, Here’s a stay 455 

That shakes the rotten carcass of old Death 
Out of liis rags! Here’s a large mouth, 
indeed, 

Th it spits forth death and mountains, rocks 
and seas; 

Talks as familiarly of roaring lions 
As maids of thirteen do of puppy-dogs I 
What cannoneer begot this lusty blood ? 
He speaks plain cannon-fire, and smoke and 
bounce; 

He gives the bastinado with his tongue ; 
Our ears are cudgell’d ; not a word of his 
But budets better than a fist of France. 4^5 
Zounds! 1 was never so bethump’d with 
words 

Since I first call'd my brother’s father dad. 

Eli. Son, list to this conjunction, make 
this match; 

Give with our niece a dowry large enough ; 
For by this knot thou shalt so surely tie 4;« 
Thy now unsur’d assurance to the crowm 
That yon green boy shall have no sun to 
ripe 

The bloom that promiseth a mighty fruit. 
I see a yielding in the looks of France ; 
Mark how*^ they whisper. Urge them while 
their souls 475 

Are capable of this ambition. 

Lest zeal, now melted by the windy breath 
Of soft petitions, pity, and remorse. 

Cool and congeal again to what it was. 

Cit. Why answer not the double majesties 
This friendly treaty of our threat’ned town? 

K. Phi. Speak England first, that hath 
been forward first 482 

To speak unto this city : w'hat say you ? 

K. John. If that the Dauphin there, thy 
princely son. 

Can in this book of beauty read ‘ 1 love 4S5 
Her dowry shall weigh equal with a queen ; 


KING JOHN 

For Anjou, and fair Touraine, Maine, 
Poictiers, 

And all that we upon this side the sea— 
Except this city now by us besieg’d— 

Find liable to our crown and dignity, 490 
Shall gild her bridal bed, and make her rich 
In titles, honours, and promotions. 

As she in beauty, education, blood, 

Holds hand with any princess of the world. 

K. Phi. What say’st thou, boy ? Look in 
the lady’s face. 40'> 

Lew. 1 do, my lord, and in her eye I find 
A wonder, or a wondrous miracle. 

The shadow of myself form’d in her eye; 
Which, being but the shadow of you. son, 
Becomes a sun, and makes your son a 
shadow. 500 

I do protest 1 never lov'd myself 
lill now infixed 1 beheld myself 
Drawn in the flattering table of her eye. 

I Whispers with Blench. 

Bast. [Aside] Drawn in the flattering 
table of her eye, *^04 

Hang’d in the frowning wrinkle of her brow^ 
And quarter’d in her heart—he doth espy 
Himself love’s traitor. This is pity now, 
That hang’d and drawn and quarter’d there 
should be 

In such a love so vile a lout as he. 

Blanch. My uncle’s will in this respect is 
mine. ‘iio 

If he see aught in you that makes him like. 
That any thing he sees which moves his 
liking 

I can with ease translate it to my will; 

Or if you will, to speak more properly, 

I will enforce it cas’ly to my love. 315 
Further 1 will not flatter you, my lord. 
That all I see in you is worthy love, 

Than this : that nothing do 1 see in you— 
Though churlish thoughts themselves 
should be your judge— 

That I can find should merit any hate. 5^0 

K. John. What say these young ones ? 
W'hat say you, my niece ? 

Blanch. That she is bound in honour still 
to do 

What you in wisdom still vouchsafe to say. 

K. John. Speak then, Prince Dauphin; 
can you love this lady ? 

Lew. Nay, ask me if I can refrain from 
love; 52 c 

For 1 do love her most unfeignedly. 

K. John. Then do I give Volquessen, 
Touraine, Maine, 

Poictiers, and Anjou, these five provinces, 
With her to thee ; and this addition more, 
Full thirty thousand marks of English 
coin. 330 

Philip of France, if thou be pleas’d withal. 
Command thy son and daughter to join 
hands. 

K. Phi. It likes us well; young princes, 
close your hands. 
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AusL And your lips too; for 1 am well 
assured 

That I did so when I was first assur’d. 535 

K. Phi, Now, citizens of Anglers, ope 
your gates, 

Let in that amity which you have made ; 
For at Saint Mary’s chapel presently 
The rites of marriage shall be solemniz’d. 

Is not the Lady Constance in this troop? 540 
1 know she is not; for this match made up 
Her presence would have interrupted much. 
Where is she and her son ? Tell me, who 
knows. 

Lew, She is sad and passionate at your 
Highness' tent. 

K. Phi, And, by my faith, this league 
that we have made 54? 

Will give her sadness very little cure. 
Brother of England, how may we content 
Th s widow lady ? In her right we came ; 
Wnich we, God knows, have turn’d another 
way. 

To our own vantage. 

K, John, We will heal up all, 550 

For we’il create young Arthur Duke of 
Britaine, 

And Earl of Richmond ; and this rich fair 
town 

We make him lord of. Call the Lady 
Constance; 

Some speedy messenger bid her repair 
To our solemnity. I trust we shall, 555 
If not fill up the measure of her will, 

Yet in some measure satisfy her so 
That we shall stop her exclamation. 

Go we as well as haste will suffer us 
To tliii unlook’d-for, unprepared pomp. 5^ 0 
[Hxeunf all but the Bastard, 

Bast, Mad world ! mad kings! mad com¬ 
position 1 

John, to stop Arthur’s title in the whole. 
Hath willingly departed with a part; 

And France, whose armour conscience 
buckled on, 

Whom zeal and charity brought to the 
field 5 ^>5 

As God’s own soldier, rounded in the ear 
With that same purpose-changer, that sly 
devil, 

That broker that still breaks the pate of 
faith, 

That daily break-vow, he that wins of all. 
Of kings, of beggars, old men, young men, 
maids, 570 

Who having no external thing to lose 
But the word ’ maid \ cheats the poor maid 
of that; 

That smooth-fac’d gentleman, tickling 
commodity, 

Commodity, the bias of the world— 

The world, wiio of itself is peised well, 575 
Made to run even upon even ground, ! 
Till this advantage, this vile-drawing bias, 
Tiiis sway of motion, this commodity, 
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Makes it take head from all indifferency. 
From all direction, purpose, course, in¬ 
tent— 5^0 

And this same bias, this commodity. 

This bawd, this broker, this all-changing 
W'ord, 

Clapp’d on the outward eye of fickle France, 
Hath drawn him from his own determin’d 
aid. 

From a resolv'd and honourable war, 585 
To a most base and vile-concluded peace. 
And why rail I on tliis commodity ? 

But for because he hath not woo’d me yet; 
Not that 1 have the power to clutch my 
hand 5«9 

When his fair angels would salute my palm, 
But for my hand, as unattempted yet. 

Like a poor beggar raileth on the rich. 
Well, whiles 1 am a beggar, 1 will rail 
And say there is no sin but to be rich ; 
And being rich, my virtue then shall be 5*^3 
To say there is no vice but beggary. 

Since kings break faith uj^n commodity, 
Gain, be my lord, for I will worship thee. 

[Exif. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. France, The French King*s camp. 
Enter Constance, Arthur, and Salisbury. 

Const, Gone to be married! Gone to 
swear a peace 1 

False blood to false blood join’d! Gone to 
be friends t 

Shall Lewis have Blanch, and Blanch those 
provinces ? 

It is not so; thou hast misspoke, misheard ; 
Be well advis’d, tell o’er thy tale again. 5 
It cannot be ; thou dost but say 'tis so ; 

I trust I may not trust thee, for thy word 
Is but the vain breath of a common man : 
Believe me 1 do not believe thee, man; 

1 have a king’s oath to the contrary. 10 
Thou Shalt be punish’d for thus frighting 
me. 

For I am sick and capable of fears. 
Oppress’d with wrongs, and therefore full 
of fears; 

A widow, husbandlcss, subject to fears; 

A woman, naturally bom to fears ; 15 

And though thou now confess thou didst 
but jest. 

With my vex’d spirits I cannot take a truce, 
But they will quake and tremble all this 
day. 

What dost thou mean by shaking of thy 
head? 

Why dost thou look so sadly on my son ? 20 
What means that hand upon that breast of 
thine ? 

Why holds thine eye that lamentable 
rheum, 

Like a proud river peering o’er his bounds ? 
Be these sad signs confirmers of thy words ? 
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Tmen speak again—not all thy former tale, 
Bat this one word, whether thy tale be true. 

Sal, As true as I believe you think them 
false 37 

That give you cause to prove my saying 
true. 

Const, O, if thou teach me to believe this 
sorrow”. 

Teach thou tills sorrow how to make me 
die ; ’O 

And let belief and life encounter so 
As doth the fury of two desperate men 
Which in the very meeting fall and die I 
Lewis marry Blanch! O boy, then where 
art thou ? 

France friend with England ; what becomes 
of me ? 35 

Fellow, be gone : I cannot brook thy sight; 
Tnis new i hath made thee a most ugly man. 

Sal. What other harm have I, good lady, 
done 

But sp ike the harm that is by others done ? 

Const, y/hich harm within itself so 
heinous is 40 

As it makes harmful all that speak of it. 

Arth. I do beseech you, madam, be 
content. 

Const, If thou that bid'st me be content 
wert grim. 

Ugly, and sland’rous to thy mother's 
womb. 41 

Full of unpleasing blots and sightless stains, 
Lame, foolish, crooked, swart, prodigious, 
Patch'd with foul moles and eye-oflending 
marks, 

I would not care, I then would be content; 
For than I should not love thee; no, noi 
thou 

Become thy great birth, nor deserve a 
crown. 50 

But thou art fair, and at thy birth, de£.r 
boy, 

Nature and Fortune join'd to make thee 
great: 

Of Nature's gifts thou mayst with lilies 
boast. 

And with the half-blown rose; but 
Fortune, O! 

She is corrupted, chang'd, and won from 
thee; 55 

Sh' adulterates hourly with thine uncle 
John, 

And with her golden hand hath pluck'd on 
France 

To tread down fair respect of sovereignty”, 
And made his majesty the bawd to theirs. 
France is a bawd to Fortune and King 
John— Co 

That strumpet Fortune, that usurping 
John I 

Tell me, thou fellow, is not France for¬ 
sworn ? 

Envenom him with words, or get thee gone 
And leave those woes alone which 1 alone 


Am bound to under-bear. 

Sal. Pardon me, madam, 65 

I may not go without you to the kings. 
Const. Ihou mayst, thou shalt; 1 v ill 
not go witli thee ; 

I will instruct my sorrows to be proud. 
For grief is proud, and makes his owner 
stoop. 

To me, and to the state of my great grief, 70 
Let kings assemble ; for my grief's so great 
That no supporter but the huge firm earih 
Can hold it up, |Seals herself on the ground. 
Here 1 and sorrows sit; 
Here is my throne, bid kings come bow 
to it. 

Enter King John, King Philip, Lewis, 
Blanch, Elinor, the Bastard, Ai’stria, 
and Attendants. 

K. Phi, 'Tis true, fair daughter, and this 
blessed day 75 

Ever in France shall be kept festival. 

To solemnize this day the glorious sun 
Stays in his course and plays the alchemist. 
Turning w'ifh splendour of his precious eye 
The meagre cloddy earth to glittering gold. 
The yearly course that brings this day 
about 8s 

Shall never see it but a holiday. 

Consl. [Rising] A wicked day, and not a 
holy day 1 

What hath this day deserv'd ? what hath 
it done 

That it in golden letters should be set 85 
Among the high tides in the calendar ? 
Nay, rather turn this day out of the week, 
This day of shame, oppression, perjury ; 
Or, if it must stand still, let wives with 
child 

Pray that their burdens may not fall this 
day, cjo 

Lest that their hopes prodigiously he 
cross’d; 

But on this day let seamen fear no wreck ; 
No bargains break that are not this day 
made; 

This day, all things begun come to ill end. 
Yea, faith itself to hollow falsehood change! 
K. Phi. By heaven, lady, you shall have 
110 cause 9< 

To curse the fair proceedings of this day. 
Have I not pawn'd to you my majesty ? 
Const, You have beguil’d me with a 
counterfeit 

Resembling majesty, which, being touch'd 
and tried, 100 

Proves valueless; you are forsworn, 
forsworn; 

You came in arms to spill mine enemies’ 
blood. 

But now in arms you strengthen it with 
yours. 

The grappling vigour and rough frown of 
war 
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Is cold in amity and painted peace, 105 
And our oppression hath made up this 
league. 

Arm, arm, you heavens, against these 
perjur’d kings! 

A widow cries: Be husband to me. 
heavens! 

Let not the hours of this ungodly day 
Wear out the day in peace ; but, ere sunset. 
Set armed discord ’twixt these perjur’d 
kings! 11 r 

Hear me, O, hear me ! 

AusL Lady Constance, peace ! 

ConsL War I war ! no peace ! Peace is 
to me a war. 

O Lymoges ! O Austria ! thou dost shame 
That bloody spoil. Thou slave, thou 

wretch, thou coward ! ns 

Thou little valiant, great in villainy ! 

Thou ever strong upon the stronger side! 
Thou Fortune’s champion that dost never 
fight 

But when her humorous ladyship is by 
To teach thee safety ! Thou art perjur’d 
too, n'o 

And sooth’st up greatness. What a fool art 
thou, 

A ramping Ibol, to brag and stamp and 
swear 

Upon my party ! Thou cold-blooded slave, 
Hast thou not spoke like thunder on my 
side, i-*i 

Been sworn my soldier, bidding me depend 
Upon thy stars, thy fortune, and thy 

strength. 

And dost thou now fall over to my foes ? 
Thou wear a lion’s hide ! Dolf it for shame, 
And hang a calf’s-skin on those recreant 
limbs. 

Aust. O that a man should speak those 
words to me ! 130 

Bast. And hang a calf’s-skin on those 
recreant limbs. 

AusL Thou dar’st not say so, villain, for 
thy life. 

Bast. And hang a calf's-skin on those 
recreant limbs. 

K. John. We like not this : thou dost 
forget thyself. 

Enter Pandulph. 

K. Phi. Here comes the holy legate of 
the Pope. 135 

Pand. Hail, you anointed deputies of 
heaven I 

To thee. King John, my holy errand is. 

I Pandulph, of fair Milan cardinal. 

And from Pope Innocent the legate here, 
Do in his name religiously deinand xtu 
Why thou against the church, our holy 
mother. 

So wilfully dost spurn ; and force perforce 
Keep Stephen Langton, chosen Archbishop 
Of Canterbury, from that holy sec ? 
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i liis, in our foresaid holy father's name, 145 
Pope Innocent, I do demand of thee. 

K. John, What earthly name to interroga¬ 
tories 

Can task the free breath of a sacred king ? 
Thou canst not, Cardinal, devise a name 
So slight, unworthy, and ridiculous, 130 
To charge me to an answer, as the Pope. 
I'ell him this tale, and from the mouth of 
England 

Add thus much more, that no Italian priest 
Shall tithe or toll in our dominions ; 154 

But as we under heaven are supreme head, 
vSo, under Him that great supremacy, 
Where we do reign we will alone uphold. 
Without th’ assistance of a mortal hand. 

So tell the Pope, all reverence set apart 
To him and his usurp’d authority. ko 

K. Phi. Brother of England, you blas¬ 
pheme in this. 

K. John. Ihough you and a’l the kings 
of Christendom 

Are led so grossly by this meddling priest, 
Dreading the curse that money may buy 
out, 

And by the merit of vile gold, dross, dust. 
Purchase corrupted pardon of a man, 

Who in that sale sells pardon from himself— 
Though you and all the rest, so grossly led. 
This juggling witchcraft with revenue 
cherish ; 

Yet 1 alone, alone do me oppose iro 

Against the Pope, and count his friends 
my foes. 

Pand. Then by the lawful power that I 
have 

Thou shalt stand curs’d and excommuni¬ 
cate ; 

And blessed shall he be that doth revolt 
From his allegiance to an heretic ; 173 

And meritorious shall that hand be call’d, 
Canonized, and worshipp’d as a saint. 

That takes away by any secret course 
Thy hateful life* 

Const. O, lawful let it be 

That I have room with Rome to curse 
awhile! iho 

Good father Cardinal, cry thou ‘ amen ’ 

To my keen curses ; for without my wrong 
There is no tongue hath power to curse him 
right. 

Pand. There’s law and warrant, lady, for 
my curse. 

Const. And for mine too : when law can 
do no right, 185 

Let it be lawful that law bar no wrong ; 

Law cannot give my child his kingdom 
here, 

For he that holds his kingdom holds the 
law; 

Therefore, since law itself is perfect wrong, 
How can the law forbid my tongue to curse? 

Pand. Philip of France, on peril of a 
curse, 191 



Scene 1] 

Let go the hand of that arch-heretic, 

And raise the power of France upon his 
head» 

Unless he do submit himself to Rome. 

EIL Look'st thou pale, France ? Do not 
let go thy hand. i<)5 

Const Look to that, devil, lest that 
France repent 

And by disjoining hands hell lose a soul. 

Aust King Philip, listen to the Cardinal. 

Bast, And hang a calf's-skin on his 
recreant limbs. 

Aust Well, ruffian, I must pocket up 
these wrongs, -oo 

Because— 

Bast Your breeches best may carry them. 

K. John, Philip, what say'st thou to the 
Cardinal ? 

Const What should he say, but as the 
Cardinal ? 

Lew. Bethink you, father ; for the differ¬ 
ence 

Is purchase of a heavy curse from Rome ro5 
Or the light loss of England for a friend. 
Forgo the easier. 

Blanch. That's the curse of Rome. 

Const O Lewis, stand fast I The devil 
tempts thee here 

la likeness of a new untrimmed bride. 

Blanch. The Lady Constance speaks not 
from her faith, 210 

But from her need. 

Const. O, if thou grant my need. 
Which only lives but by the death of 
faith, 

That need must needs infer this principle— 
That faith Ws)uld live again by death of 
need. 

O then, tread down my need, and faith 
mounts up: 215 

Keep my need up, and faith is trodden 
down! 

K. John. The King is mov’d, and 
answers not to this. 

Const O, be remov’d from him, and 
answer well! 

Aust Do so, King Philip ; hang no more 
in doubt. 

Bast Hang nothing but a calf’s-skin, 
most sweet lout. 220 

K. Pht 1 am perplex'd and know not 
what to say. 

Pand. What canst thou say but will 
perplex thee more. 

If thou stand excommunicate and curs’d ? 

K. Pht Good reverend father, make my 
person yours. 

And tell me how you would bestow your¬ 
self. 2-5 

This royal hand and mine arc newly knit, 
And the conjunction of our inward souls 
Married in league, coupled and link'd to¬ 
gether 

With all religious strength of sacred vows ; 
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The latest breath that gave the sound of 
words 230 

Was deep-sworn faith, peace, amity, true 
love. 

Between our kingdoms and our royal selves; 
And even before this truce, but new before. 
No longer than we well could wash our 
hands. 

To clap this royal bargain up of peace, 235 
Heaven knows, they were besmear’d and 
overstain’d 

With slaughter’s pencil, where revenge did 
paint 

The fearful difference of incensed kings. 
And shall these hands, so lately purg’d of 
blood, 239 

So newly join’d in love, so strong in both, 
Unyoke this seizure and this kind regreet ? 
Play fast and loose with faith ? so jest 
with heaven, 

Make such unconstant children of ourselves, 
As now again to snatch our palm from palm. 
Unswear faith sworn, and on the marriage- 
bed 24 5 

Of smiling peace to march a hlocdy host, 
xAnd make a riot on the gentle brow 
Of true sincerity ? O, holy sir. 

My reverend father, let it not be so I 240 
Out of your grace, devise, ordain, impose. 
Some gentle order; and then we shall be 
blest 

To do your pleasure, and continue friends. 

Pand. All form is formless, order erder- 
less. 

Save what is opposite to England’s love. 
Therefore, to arms I be champion of our 
church, 255 

Or let the church, our mother, breathe her 
curse— 

A mother’s curse—on her revolting son. 
France, thou mayst hold a serpent by the 
tongue, 

A chafed lion by the mortal paw, 

A fasting tiger safer by the tooth, .oo 
Than keep in peace that hand which thou 
dost hold. 

K. Phi. 1 may disjoin my hand, but not 
ray faith. 

Pand. So mak’st thou faith an enemy to 
faith ; 

And like a civil war set’st oath to oath, 
Thy tongue against thy tongue. O, let thy 
vow 2(>5 

First made to heaven, first be to hea\ en 
perform’d. 

That is, to be the champion of cur church. 
What since thou swor’st is sworn against 
thyself 

And may not be performed by thyself, 

For that which thou hast sworn to do 
amiss 270 

Is not amiss when it is truly done; 

And being not done, where doing tends 
to iU, 
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Thi truth is then most done not doing it; 
The better act of purposes mistook 
Is to mistake again ; though indirect, 275 
Yet indirection thereby grows direct. 

And falsehood falsehood cures, as tire cools 
fire 

Within the scorched veins of one iiew- 
burn'd. 

It is religion that doth make vows kept; 
Bat thou hast sworn against religion 280 
By what thou swear’st against the thing 
thou swear'st. 

And mak’st an oath the surety for thy 
truth 

Against an oath ; the tnith thou art unsure 
To swear swears only not to be forsworn; 
Else what a mockery should it be to swear ! 
Bat thou dost swear only to be forsworn ; 
And most forsworn to keep what thou dost 
swear. 

Therefore thy later vows against thy first 
Is in thyself rebellion to thyself; ^hc) 

And better conquest never caust thou make 
Than arm thy constant and thy nobler 
parts 

Against these giddy loose suggestions; 
Upon which better part our pray’rs come 
in. 

If thou vouchsafe them. But if not, then 
know 

The peril of our curses light on thee 
Sj heavy as thou shalt not shake them off. 
But in despair die under their black weight. 

Ausi. Rebellion, flat rebellion ! 

Bast. Wiirt not be ? 

Will not a calf\s-skin stop that mouth of 
thine ? 

Lew. Father, to arms ! 

Blanch. Upon thy wedding-day ? 300 
Against the blood that thou hast married ? 
What, shall our feast be kept with 
slaughtered men ? 

Shall braying trumpets and loud churlish 
drums. 

Clamours of hell, be measures to our pomp ? 
O husband, hear me! ay, alack, how new 
Is ‘ husband ' in my mouth 1 —even for that 
name, 306 

Which till this time my tongue did ne’er 
pronounce. 

Upon my knee 1 beg, go not to arms 
Against mine uncle. 

Consf O, upon my knee. 

Made hard with kneeling, I do pray to thee. 
Thou virtuous Dauphin, alter not the doom 
Forethought by heaven I 312 

Blanch. Now shall 1 see thy love. What 
motive may 

Be stronger with thee than the name of 
wife ? 

Const. That which upholdeth him that 
thee upholds. 

His honour. O, thine honour, Lewis, thine 
honour! 316 
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Lew. 1 muse your Majesty doth seem so 
cold, 

When such profound respects do pull you 
on. 

Pand. I will denounce a curse upon his 
head. 

K. Phi. Thou shalt not need. England, 1 
will fall from thee. 320 

Const. O fair return of banish'd majesty I 

Eli. O foul revolt of French inconstancy ! 

K. John. France, thou shalt rue this hour 
within this hour. 

Bast. Old l ime the clock-setter, that bald 
sexton Time, 

Is it as he will ? Well then, France shall 
rue. 3'5 

Blanch. ITie sun’s o’ercast with blood. 
Fair day, adieu I 

Which is the side that 1 must go withal ? 

I am with both; each army hath a hand ; 
And in their rage, I having hold of both. 
They w hirl asunder and dismember me. 330 
Husband, I cannot pray that thou mayst 
win; 

Uncle, 1 needs must pray that thou mayst 
lose; 

Father, I may not wish the fortune thine ; 
Grandam, I will not wish thy wishes thrive. 
Whoever w ins, on that side shall 1 lose : 335 
Assured loss before the match be play'd. 

Lew. Lady, with me, with me thy fortune 
lies. 

Blanch. Tliere where my fortune lives, 
there my life dies. 

K. John. Cousin, go draw our puissance 
together. lE^cit Bastard. 

France, 1 am burn’d up with inflaming 
wrath, S'!* 

A rage whose heat hath this condition 
That nothing can allay, nothing but blood. 
The blood, and dearest-valu’d blood, of 
France. 

K. Phi. Thy rage shall burn thee up, and 
thou shalt turn 

To ashes, ere our blood .shall quench that 
fire. 345 

Look to thyself, thou art in jeopardy. 

K. John. No more than he that threats. 
To arms let’s liie 1 [ExeutU severally. 

Scene II. France. Plains near Angiers. 

Alarums, excursions. Enter the Bastard 
with Austria s head. 

Bast. Now, by my life, this day grows 
wondrous hot; 

Some airy devil hovers in the sky 
And pours down mischief. Austria’s head 
lie there. 

While Philip breathes. 

Enter King John, Arthur, and Hubert. 

K. John. Hubert, keep this boy, Phil p, 
make up: s 



Scene 2] 

My mother is assailed in our tent, 

And ta’cn, 1 fear. 

Bast, My lord, 1 rescued her; 

Her Highness is in safety, fear you not; 
But on, my liege, for very little pains 
Will bring this labour to an liappy end. xo 
. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. France. Plains near Angiers. 

Alarums, excursions, retreat. Enter King 
John, Elinor, Arthur, ike Bastard, 
Hubert, and Lords. 

K. John [To Elinor] So shall it be; your 
Grace shall stay behind. 

So strongly guarded, [To Arthur] Cousin, 
look not sad; 

Thy grandam loves thee, and thy uncle will 
As dear he to thee as thy father was. 
Arth. O, this will make my mother die 
with grief! 5 

K, John. ITo ike Bastard] Cousin, away 
for England ! haste before. 

And, ere our coining, see thou shake the bags 
Of hoarding abbots ; imprisoned angels 
Set at liberty ; the fat ribs of peace 
Must by the hungry now be fed upon, lo 
Use our commission in his utmost force. 
Bast. Bell, book, and candle, shall not 
drive me back. 

When gold and silver becks me to come on. 
1 leave your Highness. Grandam, I will 
pray, 

If ever 1 remember to be holy, 

For your fair safety. So, I kiss your hand. 
Eli. Farewell, gentle cousin. 

K. Jo/in. Co2, farewell. [Exit Bastard. 
Eli, Come hither, little kinsman; hark, 
a word. 

K. John. Come hither, Hubert. O my 
gentle Hubert, 

We owe thee much! Within this wall of 
flesh -o 

There is a soul counts thee her creditor, 
And with advantage means to pay thy love; 
And, my good friend, thy voluntary oath 
Lives in this bosom, dearly cherished. 

Give me thy hand. 1 had a thing to say— 
But 1 will tit it with some better time. 

By heaven, Hubert, 1 am almost ashamed 
To say what good respect 1 have of thee. 
Hub. I am much bounden to your 
Majesty. 

K. John. Good friend, thou hast no cause 
to say so yet, 30 

But thou Shalt have ; and creep time ne*er 
so slow. 

Yet it shall come for me to do thee good. 

I had a tiling to say—^but let it go : 

The sun is in the heaven, and the proud day, 
Attended with the pleasures of the world, 35 
Is all too wanton and too full of gawds 
To give me audience. If the midnight bell 
Did with his iron tongue and brazen mouth 
Sound on into the drowsy race of night; 
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If this same were a churchyard where we 
stand, 40 

And thou possessed with a thousand 
wrongs; 

Or if that surly spirit, melancholy. 

Had bak'd thy blood and made it heavy- 
thick. 

Which else runs tickling up and down the 
veins, 

Making that idiot, laughter, keep men’s 
eyes 45 

And strain their cheeks to idle merriment, 
A passion hateful to my purposes ; 

Or if that thou could st see me without eyes, 
Hear me without thine ears, and make 
reply 

Without a tongue, using conceit alone, 50 
Without eyes, ears, and harmful sound of 
words— 

Then, in despite of brooded w’atchful day, 
1 would into thy bosom pour my thoughts. 
But, ah, I will not I Yet I love thee well; 
And, by my troth, I think thou lov'st me 
well. 55 

Hub. So w'cll that what you bid me 
undertake, 

Tliough that my death were adjunct to my 
act, 

By heaven, I would do it. 

K. John. Do not 1 know thou wouldst ? 
Good Hubert, Hubert, Hubert, throw thine 
eye 

On yon young boy. I'll tell thee what, my 
friend, 60 

He is a very serpent in my way ; 

And wheresoe'er this foot of mine doth 
tread. 

He lies before me. Dost thou understand 
me ? 

Thou art his keeper. 

Hub. And I’ll keep him so 

That he shall not offend your Majesty. 

K, John. Death. 65 

Hub. My lord ? 

K. John. A grave. 

Hub. He shall not live. 

K. John. Enough ! 

I could be merry now. Hubert, 1 love thee. 
Well, I'll not say what I intend for thee. 
Remember. Madam, hire you well; 

I'll send those powers o'er to your Majesty. 

Eli. My blessing go with thee ! 

K. John. ITo Arthur] For England, 
cousin, go; 7x 

Hubert shall be your man, attend on you 
With all true duty. On toward Calais, ho 1 

I Exeunt. 

Scene IV. France. The French King’s 
camp. 

Enter King Philip, Lewis, Panduuii, and 
Attendants. 

K. Phi. So by a roaring tempest on the 
hood 
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A whole armado of convicted sail 
Is scattered and disjoin'd from fellowship. 

Pand, Courage and comfort! All shall 
yet go well. 

K, Phi. What can go well, when we have 
run so ill. 

Are we not beaten ? Is not Angiers lost ? 
Arthur ta’en prisoner ? Divers dear friends 
slain ? 

And bloody England into England gone, 
O’erbearing interruption, spite of France ? 

Lew. What he hath won, that hath he 
fortified; lO 

So hot a speed with such advice dispos'd. 
Such temperate order in so fierce a cause. 
Doth want example ; who hath read or 
heard 

Of any kindred action like to this ? 

K. Phi. Well could I bear that England 
had this praise, 15 

So we could find some pattern of our shame. 

Enter Constance. 

Look who comes here 1 a grave unto a 
soul; 

Holding th’ eternal spirit, against her will, 
In the vile prison of afflicted breath. 

I prithee, lady, go away with me. ;o 

Const. La now ! now see the issue of your 
peace! 

K. Phi. Patience, good lady I Comfort, 
gentle Constance! 

Const. No, I defy all counsel, all redress. 
But that which ends all counsel, true 

redress— 

Death, death ; O amiable lovely death ! 25 
Thou odoriferous stench! sound rottenness! 
Arise forth from the couch of lasting night. 
Thou hate and terror to prosperity. 

And I w ill kiss thy detestable bones, 20 
And put my eyeballs in thy vaulty brows. 
And ring these fingers with thy household 
worms. 

And stop this gap of breath with fulsome 
dust. 

And be a carrion monster like thyself. 
Come, grin on me, and I will think thou 
smil’st. 

And buss thee as thy wife. Misery’s love, 
O, come to me ! 

K. Phi. O fair affliction, peace ! 

Const. No, no, I will not, having breath 
to cry. 

O that my tongue were in the thunder’s 
mouth I 

Then with a passion w^ould I shake the 
world, 

And rouse from sleep that fell anatomy 40 
Which cannot hear a lady’s feeble voice, 
Which scorns a modern invocation. 

Pand. Lady, you utter madness and not 
sorrow. 

Const. Thou art not holy to belie me so. 
1 am not mad : this hair 1 tear is mine ; 45 i 
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My name is Constance; I was Geffrey’s 
wife ; 

Young Arthur is my son, and he is lost. 

1 am not mad—I would to heaven I were I 
For then 'tis like 1 should forget myself. 

O, if 1 could, what grief should I forget! 5^ 
Preach some philosophy to make me mad. 
And thou shalt be canoniz’d, Cardinal; 
For, being not mad, but sensible of grief, 
My reasonable part produces reason 
How I may be deliver’d of these woes, 55 
And teaches me to kill or hang myseT. 

If I were mad I should forget my son. 

Or madly think a babe of clouts were he. 

I am not mad ; too well, too well I feel 
The different plague of each calamity. (>o 
K. Phi. Bind up those tresses. O, what 
love I note 

In the fair multitude of those her hairs ! 
Where but by a chance a silver drop hath 
fall’ll. 

Even to that drop ten thousand wiry friends 
Do glue themselves in sociable grief, 6.‘5 
Like true, inseparable, faithful loves, 
Sticking together in calamity. 

Const. To England, if you will. 

K. Phi. Bind up your hairs. 

Const. Yes, that I w ill; and wherefore 
will I do it ? 

I tore them from their bonds, and cried 
aloud 70 

‘ O that these hands could so redeem my 
son, 

As they have given these hairs their 
liberty! * 

But now I envy at their liberty, 

And will again commit them to their bonds. 
Because my poor child is a prisoner. 75 
And, father Cardinal, I have heard you say 
That we shall see and know our friends in 
heaven; 

If that be true, I shall see my boy again ; 
For since the birth of Cain, the first male 
child, 

To him that did but yesterday suspire, 80 
Tliere was not such a gracious creature 
born. 

But now will canker sorrow eat my bud 
And chase the native beauty from his cheek, 
And he will look as hollow as a ghost. 

As dim and meagre as an ague’s fit; 85 

And so he’ll die ; and, rising so again, 
W’hen I shall meet him in the court of 
heaven 

I shall not know him. Therefore never, 
never 

Must I behold my pretty Arthur more. 
Pand. You hold too heinous a respect of 
grief. <;o 

Const. He talks to me that never had a son. 
K, Phi. You are as fond of grief as of 
your child. 

Const. Grief fills the room up of my 
absent child, 



Scene 4] 

Lies in his bed, walks up and down with me. 
Puts on his pretty looks, repeats his words. 
Remembers me of all his gracious parts, 
Stuffs out his vacant garments with his 
form ; 

Then have I reason to be fond of grief. 

Fare you well; had you such a loss as I, 

I could give better comfort than you do. iw? 
I wiU not keep this form upon my head, 

[Tearing her hair. 

When there is such disorder in my wit. 

O Lord ! my boy, my Arthur, my fair son ! 
My life, my joy, my food, my all the world ! 
My widow-comfort, and my sorrows’ cure ! 

[Exi<. 

K. Phi. I fear some outrage, and I’il 
follow her. [Exh. 

Lew, There’s nothing in this world can 
make me joy. lo 

Life is as tedious as a twice-told tale 
Vexing the dull car of a drowsy man ; 

And bitter shame hath spoil’d the sweet 
world’s taste, 

That it yields nought but shame and bitter¬ 
ness. I T 1 

Pand, Before the curing of a strong 
disease. 

Even in the instant of repair and health. 
The fit is strongest; evils that take leave 
On their departure most of all show evil; 
What have you lost by losing of this day ? 

Lew, All days of glory, joy, and happi¬ 
ness. Ji/ 

Pand. If you had won it, certainly you 
had. 

No, no ; when Fortune means to men most 
Rood, 

She looks upon them with a threat'ning 
eye. 

’Tis strange to think how much King John 
hath lost 

In this which he accounts so clearly won. 
Are not you griev’d that Arthur is his 
prisoner ? 

Lew, As heartily as he is glad he hath 
him. 

Pand, Your mind is all as youthful asj 
your blood. i;.s! 

Now hear me speak with a prophetic spirit; 
For even the breath of what I mean to speak 
Shall blow each dust, each straw, each little 
nib. 

Out of the path which shall directly lead 
Thy foot to England’s throne. And there¬ 
fore mark: 131^ 

John hath seiz'd Arthur ; and it cannot be 
That, whiles warm life plays in that infant’s 
veins, 

The misplac’d John should entertain an 
hour. 

One minute, nay, one quiet breath of rest. 
A sceptre snatch’d with an unruly hand 135 
Must be as boisterously maintain’d as 
gain’d. 


KING JOHN 

And he that stands upon a slipp’ry place 
Makes nice of no vile hold to stay him up ; 
That John may stand then, Arthur needs 
must fall; 

So be it, for it cannot be but so. 14 

Lew, But what shall I gain by young 
Arthur's fall ? 

Pand. You, in the right of Lady Blanch 
your wife, 

May then make all the claim that Arthur 
did. 

Lew. And lose it, life and all, as Arthur 
did. 

Pand, How green you are and fresh in 
this old world ! its 

John lays you plots ; the times conspire 
with you ; 

For he that steeps his safety in true blood 
Shall find but bloody safety and untrue. 
This act, so evilly borne, shall cool the 
hearts 

Of all his people and freeze up their zeal, 1^0 
That none so small advantage shall step 
forth 

To check his reign but they will cherish it; 
No natural exhalation in the sky, 

No scope of nature, no distemper'd day. 
No common wind, no customed event, 135 
But they will pluck away his natural cause 
And call them meteors, prodigies, and signs, 
Abortives, presages, and tongues of heaven. 
Plainly denouncing vengeance upon John. 

Lew, May be he will not touch young 
Arthur’s life, 160 

But hold himself safe in his prisonment. 

Pand, O, sir, when he shall hear of your 
approach, 

If that young Arthur be not gone already. 
Even at that news he dies ; and then the 
hearts 

Of all his people shall revolt from him, 165 
And kiss the lips of unacquainted change. 
And pick strong matter of revolt and wrath 
Out of the bloody fingers’ ends of John. 
Methinks I see this hurly all on foot; 

And, O, what better matter breeds for you 
Than 1 have nam'd ! The bastard Faulcon- 
bridge 171 

Is now in England ransacking the Church, 
Offending charity ; if but a dozen F'rench 
Were there in arms, they would be as a call 
To train ten thousand English to their side; 
Or as a little snow, tumbled about, 176 
Anon becomes a mountain. O noble 
Dauphin, 

Go with me to the King. 'Tis wonderful 
What may be wrought out of their discon¬ 
tent. 

Now that their souls are topful of offence. 
For England go ; I will whet on the King. 

Lew. Strong reasons makes strong actions. 
Let us go ; 182 

If you say ay, the King will not say no. 

lExeuwf. 
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ACT FOUR 

Scene I. England, A castle. 

Enter Hubert and Executioners. 

Hub. Heat me these irons hot; and look 
thou stand 

Within the arras. When I strike my foot 
Upon the bosom of the ground, rush forth 
And bind the boy which you shall find with 
me 

Fast to the chair. Be heedful; hence, and 
watch. 5 

1 Exec, I hope your warrant will bear 
out the deed. 

Hub, Uncleanly scruples ! Fear not you. 
Look to’t. [Exeunt Executioners. 
Young lad, come forth ; 1 have to say with 
you. 

Enter Arthur. 

Arth, Good morrow, Hubert. 

Hub, Good morrow, little Prince. 

Arth. As little prince, having so great a 
title 

To be more prince, as may be. You are sad. 

Hub. Indeed, I have been merrier. 

Arth. Mercy on me ! 

Methinks no body should be sad but I; 
Yet, I remember, when I was in France, u 
Young gentlemen would be as sad as night, 
Only tor wantonness, By my Christendom, 
So 1 were out of prison and kept sheep, 

I should be as merry as the day is long ; 
And so I would be here but that I doubt 
My uncle practises more harm to me ; 20 

He is afraid of me, and 1 of him. 

Is it my fault that 1 was Getirey’s son ? 
No, indeed, is’t not; and 1 would to 
heaven 

I were your son, so you would love me, 
Hubert. 

Hub. [Aside] If I talk to him, with bis 
innocent prate 25 

He will awake my mercy, which lies dead ; 
Iherefore 1 will be sudden and dispatch. 

Arth, Are you sick, Hubert ? You look 
pale to-day; 

In sooth, 1 would you were a little sick. 
That 1 might sit all night and watch with 

you. 3" 

I warrant I love you more than you do me. 

Hub. [Aside] His words do take possession 
of my bosom,— 

Read here, young Arthur. [Shoti;{ng a paper. 

[Aside] How now, foolish rheum ! 
Turning dispiteous torture out of door 1 
I must be brief, lest resolution drop 35 

Out at mine eyes in tender womanish 
tears.— 

Can you not read it 7 Is it not fair writ 7 

Arth. Too fairly, Hubert, for so foul effect. 
Must you with hot irons burn out both mine 
eyes 7 


Hub. Young boy, I must. 

Arth, And will you 7 

Hub, And I will. 

Arth. Have you the heart 7 When your 
head did but ache, ai 

I knit my handkerchief about your brows— 
The best 1 had, a princess wrought it me— 
And 1 did never ask it you again; 

And with my hand at midnight held your 
head; 15 

And, like the watchful minutes to the hour. 
Still and anon cheer'd up the heavy time. 
Saying ‘ What lack you 7 ' and ‘ Where lies 
your grief 7 ' 

Or ‘ What good love may I perform for 
you 7 ' 

Many a poor man's son would have lyen 
still, 5« 

And ne'er have spoke a loving word to you ; 
But you at your sick service had a prince. 
Nay, you may think my love was crafty 
love, 

And call it cunning. Do, an if you will. 

If heaven be pleas'd that you must use 
me ill, 55 

Why, then you must. Will you put out 
mine eyes, 

These eyes that never did nor never shall 
So much as frown on you 7 

Hub. I have sworn to do it; 

And with hot irons must 1 burn them out. 

Arth, Ah, none but in this iron age would 
do it 1 t o 

The iron of itself, though heat red-hot, 
Approaching near these eyes would drink 
my tears. 

And quench his fiery indignation 
Even in the matter of mine innocence ; 
Nay, after that, consume away in rust 65 
But for containing fire to harm mine eye. 
Are you more stubborn-hard than ham¬ 
mer'd iron 7 

An if an angel should have come to me 
And told me Hubert should put out mine 
eyes, 

I would not have believ'd him—no tongue 
but Hubert's. 

Hub, [Stamps] Come forth. 71 

Re-enter Executioners, with cord, irons, etc. 
Do as 1 bid you do. 

Arth. O, save me, Hubert, save me! My 
eyes are out 

Even with the fierce looks of these bloody 
men. 

Hub. Give me the iron, I say, and bind 
him here. 75 

Arth. Alas, what need you be so 
boist'rous rough 7 

I will not struggle, I will stand stone-still. 
For heaven sake, Hubert, let me not be 
bound I 

Nay, hear me, Hubert 1 Drive these men 
away. 
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And I will sit as quiet as a lamb; Sm 
I will not stir, nor wince, nor speak a word. 
Not look upon the iron angrily ; 

Thrust but these men away, and Til forgive 
you. 

Whatever torment you do put me to. 

Hub, Go, stand within ; let me alone 
with him. »5 

1 Exec, I am best pleas'd to be from such 
a deed. {Exeunt Executioners. 

Arih, Alas, 1 then have chid away my 
friend I 

He hath a stern look but a gentle heart. 
Let him come back, that his compassion 
may 

Give life to yours. 

Hub, Come, boy, prepare yourself. 90 

Arlh, Is there no remedy ? 

Hub, None, but to lose your eyes. 

Arlh, O heaven, that there were but a 
mote in yours, 

A grain, a dust, a gnat, a wandering hair. 
Any annoyance in that precious sense! 
Then, feeling what small things are 
boisterous there, ^ 5 

Your vile Intent must needs seem horrible. 

Hub, Is this your promise ? Go to, hold 
your tongue. 

Arlh, Hubert, the utterance of a brace of 
tongues 

Must needs want pleading for a pair of eyes. 
Let me not hold my tongue, let me not, 
Hubert ; 100 

Or, Hubert, if you will, cut out my tongue. 
So 1 may keep mine eyes. O, spare mine 
eyes. 

Though to no use but still to look on 
you I 

Lo, by my troth, the instrument is cold 
And would not harm me. 

Hub, I can heat it, boy, 105 

Arth, No, in good sooth ; the fire is dead 
with grief. 

Being create for comfort, to be us'd 
In undeserved extremes. See else yourself; 
There is no malice in this burning coal; 
Tlie breath of heaven hath blown his spirit 
out, ID 

And strew'd repentant ashes on his head. 

Hub, But with my breath I can revive it, 
boy. 

Arth, An if you do, you will but make it 
blush 

And glow with shame of your proceedings, 
Hubert. 114 

Nay, it perchance will sparkle in your eyes. 
And, like a dog that is compell’d to fight. 
Snatch at his master that doth tarre him on. 
All things that you should use to do me 
wrong 

Deny their office; only you do lack 
That mercy which fierce fire and iron ex¬ 
tends, 120 

Creatures of note for mercy-lacking uses. 
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Hub. Well, see to live; I will not touch 
thine eye 

For all the treasure that thine uncle owes. 
Yet am I sworn, and I did purpose, boy. 
With this same very iron to burn them out. 

Arth, O, now you look like Hubert I All 
this while i2i> 

You were disguis’d. 

Hub. Peace ; no more. Adieu. 

Your uncle must not know but you are 
dead : 

ril fill these dogged spies with false reports; 
And, pretty child, sleep doubtless and 
secure 13^* 

That Hubert, for the wealth of all the 
world. 

Will not otfend thee. 

Arth. O heaven ! I thank you, Hubert. 

Hub. Silence; no more. Go closely in 
with me. 

Much danger do I undergo for thee. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene II. England. King John's palace. 

Enter King John, Pembroke, Salisbury, 
and other Lords. 

K. John. Here once again we sit, once 
again crown'd, 

And look'd upon, I hope, with cheerful eyes. 

Pern, This once again, but that your 
Highness pleas'd, 

Was once superfluous : you were crown'd 
before, 

And that high royalty was ne'er pluck'd 
off, 5 

The faiths of men ne'er stained with revolt; 
Fresh expectation troubled not the land 
With any long'd-for change or better state. 

Sal, Therefore, to be possess'd with 
double pomp. 

To guard a title that was rich before, ro 
To gild refined gold, to paint the lily, 

To throw a perfume on the violet, 

To smooth the ice, or add another hue 
Unto the rainbow, or with taper-light 
To seek the beauteous eye of heaven to 
garnish, 15 

Is wasteful and ridiculous excess. 

Pern. But that your royal pleasure must 
be done. 

This act is as an ancient tale new told 
And, in the last repeating, troublesome, 
Being urged at a time unseasonable. 20 

Sal, In this the antique and well-noted 
face 

Of plain old form is much disfigured ; 

And like a shifted wind unto a sail 
It makes the course of tliouglits to fetch 
about, 

Stallies and frights consideration, 25 
Makes sound opinion sick, and truth 
suspected. 

For putting on so new a fashion'd robe, 
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Pern. When workmen strive to do better 
than well, 

They do confound their skill in covetous¬ 
ness ; 

And oftentimes excusing of a fault 30 
Doth make the fault the worse by th’ 
excuse, 

As patches set upon a little breach 
Discredit more in hiding of the fault 
Than did the fault before it was so patch’d. 

Sal. To this effect, before you were new- 
crown'd, 35 

We breath’d our counsel; but it pleas’d 
your Highness 

To overbear it; and wc are all well pleas’d, 
Since all and every part of what we would 
Doth make a stand at what your Highness 
will, 

K. John. Some reasons of this double 
coronation 40 

I have possess’d you with, and think them 
strong; 

And more, more strong, when lesser is my 
fear, 

1 shall indue you with. Meantime but ask 
What you would have reform’d that is not 
well, 

And well shall you perceive how willingly 4*^ 
1 will both hear and grant you your 
requests. 

Pern. Then I, as one that am the tongue 
of these, 

To sound the purposes of all their hearts. 
Both for myself and them—but, chief of 
all, 

Your safety, for the which myself and them 
Bend their best studies—heartily request 
Th' enfranchisement of Arthur, whose 
restraint 5- 

Doth move the murmuring lips of discon* 
tent 

To break into this dangerous argument : 

If what in rest you have in right you hold, 
Why then your fears—which, as they say, 
attend 

The steps of wrong—should move you to 
mew up 

Your tender kinsman, and to choke his days 
With barbarous ignorance, and deny his 
youth 

The rich advantage of good exercise ? oo 
That the time’s enemies may not have this 
To grace occasions, let it be our suit 
That you have bid us ask his liberty; 
Which for our goods we do no further ask 
Than whereupon our weal, on you de¬ 
pending, 

Counts it your weal he have his liberty. 

K. John. Let it be so. 1 do commit his 
youth 

To your direction. 

Enier Hubert. 

[Aside] Hubert, what news with you ? 


Pern. This is the man should do the 
bloody deed: 

tie show’d his warrant to a friend of mine ; 
The image of a wicked heinous fault 71 
Lives in his eye ; that close aspect of his 
Doth show the mood of a much troubled 
breast, 

And 1 do fearfully believe ’tis done 
What we so fear'd he had a charge to do. 75 

Sal. The colour of the King doth come 
and go 

Between his purpose and his conscience. 
Like heralds 'twixt two dreadful battles set. 
His passion is so ripe it needs must break. 

Pent, And when it breaks, 1 fear will 
issue thence so 

The foul corruption of a sweet child's death. 

K. John. We cannot hold mortality’s 
strong hand. 

Good lords, although my will to give is 
living. 

The suit which you demand is gone and 
dead: 

He tells us Arthur is deceas’d to-night. 85 

Sal. Indeed, we fear’d his sickness was 
past cure. 

Pcm. Indeed, we heard how near his 
death he was, 

Before the child himself felt he was sick. 
This must be answer’d either here or hence. 

K. John. Why do you bend such solemn 
brows on me ? 90 

Lliink you I bear the shears of destiny ? 
Have I commandment on the pulse of life ? 

Sal. It is apparent foul-play ; and ’tis 
shame 

That greatness should so grossly offer it. 

So thrive it in your game t and so, farewell. 

Pern. Stay yet, Lord Salisbury, I’ll go 
with thee (p 

And find th’ inheritance of this poor child, 
l^is little kingdom of a forced grave. 

Tliat blood which ow’d the breadth of all 
this isle 

Three foot of it doth hold—bad world the 
while! 100 

This must not be thus borne: this will 
break out 

To all our sorrows, and ere long I doubt. 

[Exeunt Lords. 

K. John. They burn in indignation. I 
repent. 

There is no sure foundation set on blood. 
No certain life achiev’d by others' death. 105 

Enter a Messenger, 

A fearful eye thou hast; where is that 
blood 

That I have seen inhabit in those cheeks ? 
So foul a sky clears not without a storm. 
Pour down thy weather—how goes all in 
France ? 

Mess. From France to England. Never 
such a pow'r no 


434 



Scene 2] 

For any foreign preparation 
Was levied in the body of a land. 

The copy of your speed is learn'd by them 
For when you should be told they do 
prepare, 

The tidings comes that they are all arrived 
K. Johtu O, where hath our intelligence 
been drunk ? n 

Where hath it slept ? Where is my 
mother’s care. 

That such an army could be drawn in 
France, 

And she not hear of it ? 

Mess. My liege, her ear 

Is stopp’d with dust: the first of April 
died 

Your noble mother ; and as 1 hear, my 
lord. 

The Lady Constance in a frenzy died 
'I hree days before ; but this from rumour’: 
tongue 

1 idly heard—if true or false 1 know not. 
K. John. Withhold thy speed, dreadful 
occasion! i-r. 

O, make a league with me, till I have 
pleas’d 

My discontented peers 1 What \ mother 
dead I 

How wildly then walks my estate in 
France! 

Under whose conduct came those pow rs of 
France 

That thou for truth giv’st out are landed 
here ? i.io 

Mess. Under the Dauphin, 

K. John. Thou hast made me giddy 
With these ill tidings. 

Enter the Bastard and Peter of Pomfret, 

Now ! What says the world 
To your proceedings ? Da not seek to stud 
My head with more ill news, for it is full. 
Bast. But if you be afear’d to hear the 
worst, 

Then let the worst, unheard, fall on youi 
head. 

K. John. Bear with me, cousin, for I was 
amaz’d 

Under the tide; but now I breathe again 
Aloft the flood, and can give audience 
To any tongue, speak it of what it will, lao 
Bast. How 1 have sped among the clergy- 
men 

The sums I have collected shall express. 
But as 1 travell'd hither through the land, 
1 find the people strangely fantasied; 
Possess’d with rumours, full of idle dreams. 
Not knowing what they fear, but full of 
fear; i io 

And here’s a prophet that I brought with 
me 

From forth the streets of Pomfret, whom 1 
found 

With many hundreds treading on h’s heels; 


KING JOHN 

To whom he sung, in rude harsh-sounding 
rhymes, i^o 

That, ere the next Ascension-day at noon. 
Your Highness should deliver up your 
crown. 

K. John. Thou idle dreamer, wherefore 
didst thou so ? 

Peter. Foreknowing that the truth will 
fall out so. 

K. John. Hubert, away with him; im¬ 
prison him; 155 

And on that day at noon whereon he 
says 

1 shall yield up my crown let him be bang'd. 
Deliver him to safety ; and return, 

For I must use thee. 

lExit Hubert with Pe^er. 

O my gentle cousin, 
Hear'st thou the news abroad, who are 
arriv’d? 10 

Bast. The French, my lord; men's 
mouths are fuU of it; 

Besides, 1 met Lord Bigot and Lord 
Salisbury, 

With eyes as red as new-enkindled fire. 
And others more, going to seek the grave 
Of Arthur, whom they say is kill’d to-night 
On your suggestion. 

K. John. Gentle kinsman, go 

And thrust thyseJf intv^ their companies. 

I have a way to win their loves again ; 
B;ing them before me. 

Bast. I will seek them out. 

K. John. Nay, but make haste; tlic 
better foot before. 170 

O, let me have no subject enemies 
When adverse foreigners affright my towns 
With dreadful pomp of stout invasion ! 

B* Mercury, set feathers to thy heels. 

And fly like thought from them to me 
again. 173 

Bast, i’he spirit of the time shall terxh 
me speed. 

K. John. Spoke like a sprightful noble 
gentleman. Itxh Bastard. 

Go after him ; for he perhaps shall need 
Some messenger betwixt me and the peers ; 
And be thou he. 

Mess. With all my heart, my liege. [Exit. 

K. John. My mother dead ! i:;i 

Re-enter Hubert. 

Hub. My lord, they say five moons were 
seen to-night; 

Four fixed, and the fifth did whirl about 
The other four in w^ondrous motion. 

K. John. Five moons ! 

Hub. Old men and beldams in the streets 
Do prophesy upon it dangerously ; 

Young Arthur’s death is common in their 
mouths; 

And when they talk of him, they shake 
their heads. 

And whisper one another in the ear; 
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And he that speaks doth gripe the hearer’s 
wrist, i';o 

Whilst he that hears makes fearful action 
With wrinkled brows, with nods, with roll¬ 
ing eyes. 

1 saw a smith stand with his hammer, thus, 
The wiiilst his iron did on the anvil cool. 
With open mouth swallowing a tailor’s 
new j; 195 

Who, with his shears and measure in his 
hand, 

Standing on slippers, which his nimble 
haste 

Had falseiy thrust upon contrary feet. 
Told of a many thousand warlike French 
That were embattailed and rank’d in Kent. 
Another lean unwash’d artificer -01 

Cuts olT his taie, and talks of Arthur’s death. 
K. John, Why seek’st thou to possess me 
with these fears ? 

Why urgest thou so oft young Arthur’s 
death ? 

Thy hand hath murd’red him. I had a 
mighty cause 

To wish him dead, but thou hadst none to 
kill him. 

Hub. No had, my lord! Why, did you 
not provoke me ? 

K. John. It is the curse of kings to be 
attended 

By slaves that take their humours for a 
warrant 

To break within the bloody house of life, t i 
And on the winking of authority 
To understand a law ; to know the meaning 
Of dangerous majesty, when perchance it 
frowns 

More upon humour than advis’d respect. 
Hub. Here is your hand and seal for what 
1 did. C15 

K. John. O, when the last account ’twixt 
heaven and earth 

Is to be made, then sh<;Il this hand and seal 
Witness against us to damnation ! 

How oft the sight of means to do ill deeds 
Make deeds ill done ! Hadst not thou been 

by, -’-0 

A fellow by the hand of nature mark’d. 
Quoted and sign’d to do a deed of shame. 
This murder had not come into my mind ; 
But, taking note of thy abhorr’d aspect. 
Finding thee fit for bloody villainy, 225 

Apt, liable to be employ'd in danger, 

I faintly broke with thee of Arthur’s death ; 
And thou, to be endeared to a king, 

Made it no conscience to destroy a prince. 
Hub. My lord— 230 

K. John. Hadst thou but shook thy head 
or made a pause. 

When I spake darkly what I purposed. 

Or turn’d an eye of doubt upon my face. 

As bid me tell my tale in express words. 
Deep shame had struck me dumb, made me 
break ©ff, ass 


[Act 4 

And those thy fears might have wrought 
fears in me. 

But thou didst understand me by my signs. 
And didst in signs again parley with sin ; 
Yea, without stop, didst let thy heart 
consent, 

And consequently thy rude hand to act 210 
The deed which both our tongues held vile 
to name. 

Out of my sight, and never sec me more! 
My nobles leave me; and my state is 
braved. 

Even at my gates, with ranks of foreign 
pow’rs; 

Nay, in the body of this fleshly land, 245 
This kingdom, this confine of blood and 
breath. 

Hostility and civil tumult reigns 
Between my conscience and my cousin’s 
death. 

Hub. Arm you against your other 
enemies. 

I’ll make a peace between your soul and 
you. 250 

Young Arthur is alive. This hand of mine 
Is yet a maiden and an innocent hand. 

Not painted with the crimson spots of 
blood. 

Within this bosom never cnt’red yet 
The dreadful motion of a murderous 
thought; 255 

And you have slander’d nature in my form, 
Which, howsoever rude exteriorly, 

Is yet the cover of a fairer mind 
Than to be butcher of an innocent child. 

K. John. Doth Arthur live ? O, haste 
thee to the peers, 2fK» 

Throw this report on their incensed rage 
And make them tame to their obedience! 
Forgive the comment that roy passion 
made 

Upon thy feature ; for my rage was blind, 
And foul imaginary eyes of blood 205 
PrCsSented thee more hideous than thou art. 
O, answ^er not; but to my closet bring 
The angry lords with all expedient haste. 

I conjure thee but slowly ; run more fast. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. England. Before the castle. 
Enter Arthur, on the walls, 

Arth, The wall is high, and yet will 1 leap 
down. 

Good ground, be pitiful and hurt me not I 
There's few or none do know me; if they 
did, 

This ship-boy’s semblance hath disguis’d 
me quite. 

I am afraid ; and yet I’ll venture it. 5 
If 1 get down and do not break my limbs, 
I'll find a thousand shifts to get away. 

As good to die and go, as die and stay. 

[Leaps down. 
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O me ! my uncle’s spirit's in these stones. 

Heaven take my soul, and England keep 
my bones! [Dies. 

Enter Pembroke, Salisbury, and Bigot. 

SaL Lords, I will meet him at Saint 
Edmundsbury; 

It is our safety, and we must embrace 

This gentle offer of the perilous time. 

Pern. Who brought that letter from the 
Cardinal ? 

Sal The Count Mclun, a noble lord of 
France, 

Whose private with me of the Dauphin’s 
love 

Is much more general than these lines 
import. 

Big. To-morrow morning let us meet him 
then. 

SaL Or rather then set forward; for 
’twil! be 

Two long days’ journey, lords, or ere wc 
meet. 20 

Enter the Bastard. 

Bast. Once more to-day well met, 
distemper’d lords ! 

The King by me requests your presence 
straight. 

Sal. The King hath dispossess’d himself 
of us. 

We will not line his thin bestained cloak 

With our pure honours, nor attend the foot 

That leaves the print of blood where'er it 
walks. 

Return and telJ him so. We know the 
worst. 

Bast. Whate’er you think, good words, 1 
think, were best. 

SaL Our griefs, and not our manners, 
reason now. 

Bast. But there is Uttlc reason in your 
grief; 3<> 

Therefore 'twere reason you had manners 
now. 

Pern. Sir, sir, impatience hath his 
privilege. 

Bast, 'Tis true—to hurt his master, no 
man else, 

Sal. This is the prison. What is he lies 
here ? 

Pent. O death, made proud with pure and 
princely beauty I 35 

The earth had not a hole to hide this deed. 

Sal, Murder, as hating what himself hath 
done, 

Doth lay it open to urge on revenge. 

Big, Or, when he doom’d this beauty to 
a grave, 

Found it too precious-princely for a grave. 

Sal, Sir Richard, what think you ? Have 
you beheld, 43 

Or have you read or heard, or could you 
think? 
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Or do you almost think, although you see, 
I'hat you do see ? Could thought, without 
this object, 

Form such another ? This is the very top. 
The height, the crest, or crest unto the 
crest, 46 

Of murder’s arms; this is the bloodiest 
shame, 

The wildest ..avagery, the vilest stroke, 
I'hat ever wall-ey'd wrath or staring rage 
Presented to the tears of soft remorse. 50 
Pern. All murders past do stand excus'd 
in this ; 

And this, so sole and so unmatchable. 

Shall give a holiness, a purity, 

To the yet unbegotten sin of times, 

And prove a deaUiy bloodshed but a jest, 55 
Exampled by this heinous spectacle. 

Bast, It is a damned and a bloody work ; 
The graceless action of a heavy hand, 

If that it he the work of any hand. 

SaL If that it be the work of any b?nd ! < o 
We had a kind of light what would ensue. 
It is the shameful work of Hubert s hand ; 
The practice and the purpose of the King ; 
From whose obedience I forbid my soul, 
Kneeling before this ruin of sweet life, 65 
And breathing to his breathless excellence 
The incense of a vow, a holy vow, 

Never to taste the pleasures of the world, 
Never to be infected with delight, 

Nor conversant with case and idleness, 70 
Till 1 have set a glory to this hand 
By giving it the worship of rev enge. 

Pcm. \ Our souls religiously confirm thy 
Big, f words. 

Enter Hubert. 

Hub, Lords, I am hot with haste in 
seeking you. 

Arthur doth live; the King hath sent for 
you. 75 

Sal, O, he is bold, and blushes not at 
death! 

Avaunt, thou hateful villain, get thee gone! 
Hub. I am no villain, 

SaL Must I rob the law ? 

[Drawing his sword. 
Bast, Your sword is bright, sir ; put it up 
again. 

SaL Not till I sheathe it in a murderer's 
skin. se 

Hub, Stand back, Lord Salisbury, stand 
back, I say; 

By heav'en, I think my sword's as sharp as 
yours. 

1 would not have you, lord, forget yourself. 
Nor tempt the danger of my tnie defence ; 
Lest I, by marking of your rage, forget S5 
Your worth, your greatness, and nobility. 
Big, Out, dunghill! Dar'st thou brave a 
nobleman ? 

Hub, Not for my life; but yet I dare 
defend 
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KING JOHN 

My innocent life against an emperor. 

Sal. llioii art a murderer. 

Hub. Do not prove me so. 

Yet 1 am none. Whose tongue soe'er speaks 
false, 01 

Not truly speaks; who speaks not truly, 
lies. 

Pern. Cut him to piecej. 

Bast. Keep the peace, 1 say. 

Sal. Stand by, or I shall gall you, 
Faulconbiidge. 

Bast. Thou wert better gall the devil, 
Salisbury. 93 

If thou but frown on me, or stir thy foot. 
Or teach thy hasty spleen to do me shame, 
ril strike thee dead. Put up thy sword 
betime; 

Or ril so maul you and your toasting-iron 
That you shall think the devil is come from 
hell. 100 

Big, What wilt thou do, renowned 
Faulconbridge ? 

Second a villain and a murderer ? 

Hub. Lord Bigot, I am none. 

Big. Who kill’d th^s prince ? 

Hub. Tis not an hour since 1 left him 
well. 104 

1 honour’d him, I lov’d him, and will weep 
My date of life out for his sweet life’s loss. 

Sal. Trust not those cunning waters of 
his eyes. 

For villainy is not without such rheum; 
And he, long traded m it, makes it seem 
Like rivers of remorse and innocency. no 
Away with me, all you whose souls abhor 
Th’ uncleanly savours of a slaughter-house; 
For I am stifled with this smell of sin. 

Big. Away toward Bury, to the Dauphin 
there! 114 

Pern. There tell the K'ng he may inquire 
us out, [Exeunt Lords. 

Best. Here’s a good world ! Knew' you 
of this fair work ? 

Beyond the infin te and boundless reach 
Of mercy, if thou didst this deed of death. 
Art thou damn’d, Hubert. 

Hub. Do but hear me, sir. 

Bast. Ha ! I'll tell thee what: ico 

Thou’rt damn’d as black—nay, nothing is 
so black— 

Thou art more deep damn’d than Prince 
Lucuer; 

There is not yet co ugly a fiend of hell 
As thou shalt be, if thou didst kill this child. 

Hub. Upon my soul— 

Basl. If thou didst but consent 1:25 
To this most cruel act, do but despair; 
And if thou want’st a cord, the smallest 
thread 

That ever spider twisted from her womb 
Will serve to strangle thee ; a rush will be 
a beam 

To hang thee on; or wouldst thou drown 
thyself, J30 


Put but a little water in a spoon 
And it shall be as all the ocean, 

Enough to stifle such a villain up. 

1 do suspect thee very grievously. 

Hub. If I in act, consent, or sin of 
thought, J35 

Be guilty of the stealing that sweet breath 
Which was embounded in this beauteous 
clay. 

Let hell want pains enough to torture me! 
I left him well. 

Bast. Go, bear him in thine arms. 

1 am amaz’d, methinks, and lose my way 
Among the thorns and dangers of this 
world. 141 

How easy dost thou take all England up! 
From forth this morsel of dead royalty 
The life, the right, and truth of all this 
realm 

is fled to heaven ; and England now Is left 
To tug and scamble, and to part by th’ 
teeth 14 0 

The unowed interest of proud-swelHng 
state. 

Now for the bare-pick’d bone of majesty 
Doth dogged war bristle his angiy^ crest 
And snarleth in the gentle eyes of peace ; 130 
Now powers from home and discontents at 
home 

.Meet in one line ; and vast confusion waits, 
As doth a raven on a sick-fall'n beast, 

The imminent decay of wrested pomp. 
Now happy he w'hose cloak and cincture can 
Hold out this tempest. Bear away that 
child, 156 

And follow me with speed. I’ll to the King ; 
A thousand businesses arc brief in hand. 
And heaven itself doth frown upon the land. 

[Exeimi. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene 1 . England. King John*s palace. 

Enter King John, Pandulph, and 
Attendants. 

K. John. Thus have 1 yielded up into 
your hand 

The circle of my glory. 

Pand. [Gives back the crown] Take again 
From this my hand, as holding of the Pope, 
Your sovereign greatness and authority. 
K. John, Now keep your holy word ; go 
meet the French ; 5 

And from his Holiness use all your power 
To stop their marches fore we are inflam’d. 
Our discontented counties do revolt; 

Our people quarrel with obedience, 
Swearing allegiance and the love of soul 10 
To stranger blood, to foreign royalty. 

This inundation of mistemp’red humour 
Rests by you only to be qualified. 

Then pause not; for the present time’s so 
sick 
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Scene 1] 

That present med’eine must be minist’red 
Or overthrow incurable ensues. 

Pand, It was my breath that blew this 
tempest up, 

Upon your stubborn usage of the Pope; 
But since you are a gentle convertite. 

My tongue shall hush again this storm of 
war 

And make fair weather in your blust’ring 
land. 

On this Ascension-day, remember well. 
Upon your oath of service to the Pope, 

Go I to make the French lay down their 
arms. {Exit. 

K. John, Is this Ascension-day ? Did not 
the prophet 25 

Say that before Ascension-day at noon 
My crown I should give olf ? Even so 1 
have. 

I did suppose it should be on constraint; 
But, heaven be thank’d, it is but voluntary. 

Enter the Bastard. 

Bast. All Kent hath yielded ; nothing 

there holds out 3“ 

But Dover Castle. London hath receiv’d. 
Like a kind host, the Dauphin and his 
powers. 

Your nobles will not hear you, but are gone 
To Oder service to your enemy ; 34 

And wild amazement hurries up and down 
The little number of your doubtful friends. 

K. John. Would not my lords return to 
me again 

After they heard young Arthur was alive ? 

Bast. They found him dead, and cast into 
the streets. 

An empty casket, where the jewel of life 40 
By some damn’d hand was robb’d and ta’en 
away. 

K, John. That villain Hubert told me he 
did live. 

Bast. So, on my soul, he did, for aught 
he knew. 

But wherefore do you droop ? Why look 
you sad ? 

Be great act, as you have been in 
thought; 45 

Let not the world see fear and .sad distrust 
Govern the motion of a kingly eye. 

Be stirring as the time ; be fire with fire ; 
Threaten the threat’ner, and outface the 
brow 40 

Of bragging horror ; so shall inferior eyes. 
That borrow their behaviours from the 
great, 

Grow great by your example and put on 
rhe dauntless spirit of resolution. i 

Away, and glister like the god of war | 
When he intendeth to become the field ; 551 
Show boldness and aspiring confidence. 
What, shall they seek the lion in his den, ; 
And fright him there, and make him; 
tremble there ? i 


laNG JOHN 

O, let it not be said ! Forage, and run 59 
To meet displeasure farther from the doors 
And grapple with him ere he come so nigh. 
K. John, The legate of the Pope hath 
been with me. 

And 1 have made a happy peace with him ; 
And he hath promis’d to dismiss the powers 
Led by the Dauphin. 

Bast. O inglorioiis league I 65 

Shall we, upon the footing of our land, 
Send fair-play orders, and make com¬ 
promise. 

Insinuation, parley, and base truce, 

To arms invasive ? Shall a beardless boy, 
A cock’red silken wanton, brave our fields 
And flesh his spirit in a warlike soil, 71 
Mocking the air with colours idly spread. 
And find no check ? Let us, my liege, to 
arms. 

Perchance the Cardinal cannot make your 
peace; 

Or. if he do, let it at least be said 75 

They saw we had a purpose of defence. 

K. John. Have thou the ordering of this 
present time. 

Bast. Away, then, with good courage! 
Yet, I know 

Our party may well meet a prouder foe. 

[Exeunf. 

Scene II. England. The Dauphin's camp 
at Saint Bdmundsbuty. 

Enter, in arms, Lewis, Salisbury, Melun, 
Pembroke, Bigot, and Soldiers. 

Lew. My Lord Melun, let this be copied 
out 

And keep it safe for our remembrance; 
Return the precedent to these lords again, 
That, having our fair order written down. 
Both they and we, perusing o'er these 
notes, 5 

May know wherefore we took the sacra¬ 
ment. 

And keep our faiths firm and inviolable. 
Sal. Upon our sides it never shall be 
broken. 

And, noble Dauphin, albeit we swear 
A voluntary zeal and an unurg’d faith 10 
To your proceedings; yet, believe me. 
Prince, 

I am not glad that such a sore of time 
Should seek a plaster by contemn’d revolt. 
And heal the inveterate canker of one 
wound 

By making many. O, it grieves my soul 15 
That I must draw this metal from my side 
To be a widow-maker I O, and there 
Where honourable rescue and defence 
Cries out upon the name of Salisbury! 

But such is the infection of the time 2c 
That, for the health and physic of our right. 
We cannot deal but with the very hand 
Of stern injustice and confused wrong. 
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KING JOHN 

And is't not pity, O my grieved friends! 
That we, the sons and children of this isle, ::5 
Were born to see so sad an hour as this; 
Wherein we step after a stranger-march 
Upon her gentle bosom, and fill up 
Her enemies* ranks—I must withdraw and 
weep 

Upon the spot of this enforced cause— 30 
To grace the gentry of a land remote 
And follow unacquainted colours here ? 
What, here ? O nation, that thou couldst 
remove! 

That Neptime*s arms, who clippeth thee 
about. 

Would bear thee from the knowledge of 
thyself 35 

And grapple thee unto a pagan shore. 
Where £hese two Christian armies might 
combine 

The blood of malice in a vein of league. 
And not to spend it so unneighbourly! 
Lew. A noble temper dost thou show in 
this; 

And great affections wrestling in thy bosom 
Doth make an earthquake of nobility. 

O, what a noble combat hast thou fought 
Between compulsion and a brave respect! 
Let me wipe off this honourable dew 45 
That silverly doth progress on thy cheeks. 
My heart hath melted at a lady's tears. 
Being an ordinary inundation ; 

But this effusion of such manly drops, 

Tills show’r, blown up by tempest of the 
soul, 50 

Startles mine eyes and makes me more 
amaz*d 

Than had I seen the vaulty top of heaven 
Figur*d quite o’er with burning meteors. 
Lift up thy brow, renowned Salisbury, 
And with a great heart heave away this 
storm; 55 

Commend these waters to those baby eyes 
That never saw the giant world enrag'd. 
Nor met with fortune other than at feasts. 
Full of warm blood, of mirth, of gossiping. 
Come, come; for thou shalt thrust thy 
hand as de^ (o 

Into the purse of rich prosperity 
As Lewis himself. So, nobles, shall you all, 
That knit your sinews to the strength of 
mine. 

Enter Pandulph. 

And even there, methinks, an angel spake; 
Look where the holy legate comes apace, 65 
To give us warrant from the hand of 
heaven 

And on our actions set the name of right 
With holy breath. 

Pand, Hail, noble prince of France! 
The next is this: King John hath reconcil'd 
Himself to Rome ; his spirit is come in, 70 
That so stood out against the holy church, 
The great metropolis and see of Rome. 


[Act 5 

Therefore thy threat'ning colours now 
wind up 

And tame the savage spirit of wild war. 
That, like a lion fostered up at hand, 75 
It may lie gently at the foot of peace 
And be no further harmful than in show. 
Lew, Your Grace shall pardon me, I will 
not back: 

I am too high-born to be propertied. 

To be a secondary at control, 80 

Or useful serving-man and instrument 
To any sovereign state throughout the 
world. 

Your breath first kindled the dead coal of 
wars 

Between this chastis'd kingdom and myself 
And brought in matter that should feed this 
fire ; 85 

And now 'tis far too huge to be blown out 
With that same w'eak wind which en¬ 
kindled it. 

You taught me how to knov' the face of 
right. 

Acquainted me with interest to this land. 
Yea. thrust this enterprise into my heart; 
And come ye now to tell me John hath 
made 9* 

His peace with Rome ? What is that peace 
to me ? 

I, by the honour of my marriage-bed. 
After young Arthur, claim this land for mine; 
And, now it is half-conquer'd, must I back 
Because that John hath made his peace 

with Rome ? </> 

Am I Rome's slave ? What penny bath 
Rome borne. 

What men provided, what munition sent, 
To underprop this action ? Is't not I 
That undergo this charge ? Who else but 1, 
And such as to my claim are liable, loi 

Sweat in this business and maintain this 
war ? 

Have I not heard these islanders shout out 
‘ Vive le roi 1' as I have bank'd their 
towns ? 

Have I not here the best cards for the ganre 
To win this easy match, play'd for a crown ? 
And shall I now give o’er the yielded set ? 
No, no, on my soul, H never shall be said. 
Pand, You look but on the outside of this 
work. io<) 

Lew, Outside or inside. I will not return 
Till my attempt so much be glorified 
As to my ample hope was promised 
Before I drew this gallant head of war, 
And cull'd there fiery spirits from the world 
To out'.ook conquest, and to win renown 115 
Even in the Jaws of danger and of death. 

[Trumpet sounds. 
What lusty trumpet thus doth summon us ? 

Enter the Bastard, attended. 

Bast, According to the fair play of the 
world. 



Scene 2] KING JOHN 


Let me have audience : 1 am sent to speak. 
My holy lord of Milan, from the King i=o 
1 come, to learn how you have dealt foi 
him ; 

And, as you answer, I do know the scope 
And warrant limited unto my tongue. 

Pand, The Dauphin is too wilful- 
opposite, 124 

And will not temporize with my entreaties ; 
He flatly says he’ll noi lay down his 
arms. 

Bast. By all the blood that ever fury 
breath’d. 

The youth says well. Now hear our English 
King; 

For thus his royalty doth speak n me. 

He is prepar’d, and reason too he shouid. 130 
This apish and unmannerly approach, 

Tliis harness’d masque and unadvised revel. 
This unhair’d sauciness and boyish troops. 
The King doth smile at; and is well 
prepar’d 

To whip this dwarflsh war, these pigmy 
arms, 135 

From out the circle of his territories. 

That hand wh'ch had the strength, even at 
your door. 

To cudgel you and make you take the hatch. 
To dive like buckets in concealed wells. 

To crouch in litter of your stable planks, 1.10 
To lie like pawns lock’d up in chests and 
trunks, 

To hug with swine, to seek sweet safety 
out 

In vaults and prisons, and to thrill and 
shake 

Even at the crying of your nation's crow. 
Thinking this voice an armed Englishman— 
Shall that victorious hand be feebled here 
That in your chambers gave you chastise¬ 
ment ? 14; 

No. Know the gallant monarch is in arms 
And like an eagle o’er his aery tow’rs 
To souse annoyance that comes near his 
nest, 150 

And you degenerate, you ingrate revolts, 
You bloody Neroes, ripping up the womb 
Of your dear mother England, blush for 
shame; 

For your own ladies and pale-visag'd maids. 
Like Amazons, come tripping after drums. 
Their thimbles into armed gauntlets change. 
Their needles to lances, and their gentle 
hearts 157 

To fierce and bloody inclination. 

Lew. There end thy brave, and turn thy 
face in peace; 

We grant thou canst outscold us. Fare thee 
well; n o 

We hold our time too precious to be spent 
Witli such a brabbler, 

Pand. Give me leave to speak. 

Bast. No, 1 will speak. 

Lew. We will attend to neither. 


Strike up the drums; and let the toLgue 
of war, 

Plead lor our interest and our being here, 

hast. Indeed, your drums, being beaten, 
will cry out; i(>6 

And so shall you, being beaten. Do but 
start 

An echo with the clamour of thy drum. 
And even at hand a drum is ready 
brac’d 

That shall reverberate all as loud as thine : 
Sound but another, and another ^hall, 171 
As loud as thine, rattle the welkin’s ear 
And mock the deep-mouth’d thunder ; for 
at hand— 

Not trusting to this halting legate here, 
Whom he hath us'd rather for sport than 
need— 17s 

Is warlike John ; and in his forehead sits 
A bare-ribb’d death, whose office is tliis 
day 

To feast upon whole thousands of the 
French. 

Lew. Strike up our drums to find this 

danger out. i7‘) 

Bast. And thou shalt find it, Dauphin, do 

not doubt. Ihxeutit. 

Scene III. England. The field of battle. 
Alarums. Enter King John and Hlblkt. 

K. John. How' goes the day with us ? O, 
tell me, Hubert. 

Hub. Badly, I fear. How fares your 
Ma jesty ? 

K, John, This fever that hath troubled me 
so long 

Lies heavy on me. O, my heart is sick I 
Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, your valiant kinsman, 
Faulconbridge, 5 

I'lesires your Majesty to leave the field 
And send him word by me wliich way you 

K. John. Tell him, toward Swinstead, to 
the abbey there. 

Mess. Be of good comfort; for the great 
supply 

That was expected by the Dauphin here 10 
Are wreck’d three nights ago on Goodwin 
Sands; 

This news was brought to Richard but even 
now. 

The French fight coldly, and retire them¬ 
selves. 

K. John. Ay me, this tyrant fever burns 
me up 

And will not let me welcome tliis good 
news. 15 

Set on toward Swinstead; to my litter 
straight; 

Weakness possesseth me, and I am faint. 

[Exeunt. 
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KING JOIiN 

Scene IV* England, Another part of the 
battlefield. 

Enter Salisbury, Pembroke, and Bigot* 

Sal. I did not think the King so stor'd 
with friends. 

Pern, Up once again; put spirit in the 
French; 

If they miscarry, we miscarry too. 

Sal, That misbegotten devil, Faulcon- 
bridge, 

In spite of spite, alone upholds the day. 5 

Pern. They say King John, sore sick, 
hath left the field. 

Enter Melon u>ounded, 

Mel, Lead me to the revolts of England 
here. 

Sal, When we were happy wc had other 
names. 

Pent, It is the Count Melun. 

Sal, Wounded to death. 

Mel. Fly, noble English, you are bought 
and sold ; 10 

Unthread the rude eye of rebellion. 

And welcome home again discarded faiib. 
Seek out King John, and fall before his feet; 
For if the French be lords of this loud 
day. 

He means to recompense the pains you take 
By cutting off your heads. Thus hath he 
sworn, •<> 

And I with him, and many moe with me. 
Upon the altar at Saint Edmundsbury; 
Even on that altar where we swore to you 
Dear amity snd everlasting love. at. 

Sal, May this be possible ? May this be 
true ? 

Mel. Have I not hideous death within my 
view. 

Retaining but a quantity of life, 

Which bleeds away even as a form of wax 
Resolveth from his figure ’gainst the fire ? 
What in the world should make me now 
deceive, 20 

Since I must lose the use of all deceit ? 
Why should I then be false, since it is true 
That I must die here, and live hence by 
truth ? 

I say again, if Lewis do win the day, 30 
He is forsworn if e'er those eyes of yours 
Behold another day break in the east; 
But even this night, whose black contagious 
breath 

Already smokes about the burning crest 
Of the old, fee’^le, and day-wearied sun, 35 
Even this ill night, your breathing shall 
expire. 

Paying the fine of rated treachery 
Even with a treacherous fine of all your 
lives, 

If Lewis by your assistance win the day. 
Commend me to one Hubert, with your 
king; 40 


[Act 5 

The love of him—and this respect besides, 
For that my grandsire was an Englishman— 
Awakes my conscience to confess all this. 
In lieu whereof, I pray you, bear me hence 
From forth the noise and rumour of the 
field, 45 

Where I may think the remnant of my 
thoughts 

In peace, and part this body and my 
soul 

With contemplation and devout desires. 

Sal. We do believe thee; and beshrew 
my soul 

But 1 do love the favour and the form 50 
Of this most fair occasion, by the which 
Wc will untread the steps of damned flight, 
And like a bated and retired flood. 
Leaving our rankness and irregular course, 
Stoop low 3Yithin those bounds we have 
o’criook’d, 55 

And calmly run on in obedience 
Even to our ocean, to our great King John. 
My arm shall give thee help to bear thee 
hence; 

For 1 do see the cruel pangs of death 
Right in thine eye. Away, my Iriends! 

New flight, (o 

And happy newness, that intends old right. 

[Exeunt, leading off Melun, 

Scene V. England. The French camp. 
Efifer Lewis and Im Train. 

Lew. The sun of heaven, methought, 
was loath to set. 

But stay’d and made the western welkin 
blush, 

When English measure backward their own 
ground 

In faint retire. O, bravely came we off. 
When with a volley cf our needless shot, 5 
After such bloody toil, wc bid good night; 
And wound our tott'ring colours clearly up. 
Last in the field and almost lords of it! 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Where is my prince, the Dauphin ? 

Lew, Here ; what news ? 

Mess. Die Count Melun is slain; the 
English lords xo 

By his persuasion are again falFn off. 

And your supply, which you have wish’d so 
long. 

Are cast away and sunk on Goodwin Sands. 

Lew. Ah, foul shrewd news! Beshrew 
thy very heart! 

I did not think to be so sad to-night 15 
As this hath made me. Who was he that 
said 

King John did fly an hour or two before 
The stumbling night did part our weary 
pow’rs ? 

Mess. Whoever spoke it, it is true, my 
lord. 



Scene 5] 

Lew, Well; keep good quarter and good 
care to-night; 

The day shall not be up so soon as I 21 
To try the fair adventure of to-morrow. 

lExeuni, 

Scene VI. Aw open place near Swinstead 
Abbey. 

Enter the Bastard and Hubert, severally. 

Hub, Who’s there ? Speak, ho ! speak 
quickly, or I shoot. 

Bast, A friend. What art thou ? 

Hub, Of the part of England. 

Bast. Whither dost thou go ? 

Hub, What’s that to thee ? Why may 1 
not demand 

01 thine affairs as well as thou of mine ? 5 

Bast, Hubert, I think. 

Hub. Thou hast a perfect thought. 
I will upon all hazards well believe 
Thou art my friend that know'st my tongue 
so well. 

Who art thou ? 

Bast. Who thou wilt. And if thou please, 
Thou mayst befriend me so much as to 
think 10 

1 come one way of the Plantagenets. 

Hub, Unkind remembrance I thou and 
eyeless night 

Have done me shame. Brave soldier, 
pardon me 

That any accent breaking from thy tongue 
Should scape the true acquaintance of mine 
ear. 15 

Bast, Come, come; sans compliment, 
what news abroad ? 

Hub. Why, here walk 1 in the black brow 
of night 
To find you out. 

Bast. Brief, then; and what’s the news ? 

Hub. O, my sweet sir, news fitting to the 
night. 

Black, fearful, comfortless, and horrible. ?o 

Bast. Show me the very wound of this ill 
news; 

1 am no woman. I’ll not swoon at it. 

Hub. The King, I fear, is poison’d by a 
monk; 

I left him almost speechless and broke 
out 

To acquaint you with this evil, that you 
might 25 

The better arm you to the sudden time 
Than if you had at leisure known of this. 

Bast, How did he take it; who did taste 
to him ? 

Hub, A monk, I tell you; a resolved 
villain, 

Whose bowels suddenly burst out. The 
King 30 

Yet speaks, and peradventure may recover. 

Bast, Who didst thou leave to tend his 
Majesty ? 


KING JOHN 

Hub, Why, know you not ? The lords are 
all come back, 

Ar.d brought Prince Henry in their com¬ 
pany ; 

At whose request the King hath pardon’d 
them, 35 

And they are all about his Majesty. 

Bast, Withhold thine indignation, mighty 
heaven. 

And tempt us not to bear above our 
power 1 

I’ll tell thee, Hubert, half my power this 
night, 30 

Passing these flats, are taken by the tide— 
These Lincoln Washes have devoured them; 
Myself, well-mounted, hardly have escap’d. 
Away, before ! conduct me to the King ; 

1 doubt he will be dead or ere 1 come. 

[Exetinf. 

Scene VII. The orchard at Swinstead Abbey, 

Enter Prince Henry, Salisbury, and 
Bigot. 

P. Hen. It is too late ; the life of all his 
blood 

Is touch’d corruptibly, and his pure brain, 
Which some suppose the soul’s frail dwell¬ 
ing-house, 

Doth by the idle comments that it makes 
Foretell the ending of mortality. 5 

Enter Pembroke. 

Pern. His Highness yet doth speak, and 
holds belief 

That, being brought into the open air, 

It would allay the burning quality 
Of that fell poison which assaileth him. 

P. Hen. Let him be brought into the 
orchard here. 

Doth he still rage ? [Exit Bigot. 

Pern. He is more patient n 

Than when you left him ; even now he 
sung. 

P. Hen. O vanity of sickness! Fierce 
extremes 

In their continuance will not feel them¬ 
selves. 

Death, having prey’d upon the outward 
parts, 15 

leaves them invisible, and his siege is 
now 

Against the mind, the which he pricks and 
wounds 

With many legions of strange fantasies, 
Which, in their throng and press to that 
last hold, 

Confound themselves, ’Tis strange that 
death should sing. so 

I am the cygnet to this pale faint swan 
Who chants a doleful hymn to his own 
death, 

And from the organ-pipe of frailty sings 
His soul and body to their lasting rest. 
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KING JOHN 

SaL Be of good comfort, Prince ; for you 
are born 25 

To set a form upon that indigest 
Which he hath left so shapeless and so rude. 

Rc’-enter Bigot and Attendants, who bring 
in King John in a chair, 

K. John, Ay, marry, now my soul hath 
elbow-room ; 

It would not out at windows nor at doors. 
7'here is so hot a summer in my bosom 30 
That all my bowels crumble up to dust. 

I am a scribbled form drawn with a pen 
Upon a parchment, and against this fire 
Do I shrink up. 

P, Hen, How fares your Majesty ? 

K, John, Poison'd—ill-fare I Dead, for¬ 
sook, cast olT; 3^ 

And none of you will bid the w inter come 
To thrust his icy fingers in my maw. 

Nor let my kingdom's rivers take their 
course 

Through my burn'd bosom, nor entreat the 
north 

To make his bleak winds kiss my parched 
lips 40 

And comfort me with cold, I do not ask 
you much ; 

1 beg cold comfort; and you are so strait 
And so ingraterul you deny me that. 

P. Hen. O that there were some virtue 
in my tears, 

That might relieve you ! 

K. John, The salt in them is hot. 

Within me is a hell; and there the poison 
Is as a fiend confin'd to tyrannize 
On iinreprievablc condemned blood. 

Enter the Bastard. 

Bast, O, I am scalded with my violent 
motion 

And spleen of speed to see your Majesty ! 50 

K. John. O cousin, thou art come to set 
mine eye! 

The tackle of my heart is crack’d and 
burnt. 

And all the shrouds wherewith my life 
should sail 53 

Arc turned to one thread, one little hair; 
My heart hath one poor string to stay it by. 
Which holds but till thy news be uttered; 
And then all this thou seest is but a clod 
And module of confounded royalty. 

Bast, The Dauphin is preparing hither¬ 
ward. 

Where God He knows how we shall answer 

him; to 

For in a night the best part of my pow'r. 
As I upon advantage did remove, 

Were in the Washes all unwarily 
Devoured by the unexpected flood. 

[The King dies. 

Sal, You breathe these dead news in as 
dead an ear. 6yi 


[Act 5 

My liege ! my lord I But now a king—now 
thus. 

P. Hen, Even so must 1 run on, and even 
so stop. 

What surety of the world, what hope, what 
stay. 

When this was now a king, and now is 
clay ? 

Bast, Art thou gone so ? I do but stay 
behind 70 

To do the office for thee of revenge. 

And then my soul shall wait on thee to 
heaven, 

As it on earth hath been thy servant still. 
Now, now, you stars that move in your 
right spheres, 

Wliere be your pow'rs ? Show now your 
mended faiths, 75 

And instantly return with me again 
To push destruction and perpetual shame 
Out of the weak door of our fainting land. 
Straight let us seek, or straight we shall 
he sought; 

The Dauphin rages at our very heels, so 

Sal. It seems you know not, then, so 
much as we: 

The Cardinal Paudulph is within at rest, 
Who half an hour since came from the 
Dauphin, 

And brings from him such offers of our 
peace 

As we with honour and respect may take, 85 
With purpose presently to leave this war. 

Bast, He will the rather do it when he 
sees 

Ourselves wdl sinewed to our defence. 

Sai, Nay, 'tis in a manner done already ; 
For many carriages he hath dispatch’d 99 
To the sea-side, and put his cause ai^ 
quarrel 

To the disposing of the Cardinal; 

With whom yourself, myself, and other 
lords. 

If you think meet, this afternoon will post 
To consummate this business happily. 95 

Bast, Let it be so. And you, my noble 
Prince, 

With other princes that may best be spar'd. 
Shall wait upon your father's funeral. 

P. Hen, At Worcester must his body be 
interr'd ; 

For so he will'd it. 

Bast, Thither shall it, then ; 100 

And happily may your sweet self put on 
The lineal state and gloiy of the land I 
To whom, with all submission, on my knee 
1 do bequeath my faithful services 
And true subjection everlastingly. 105 

Sal. And the like tender of our love we 
make, 

To rest without a spot for evermore. 

P. Hen. I have a kind soul that would 
give you thanks. 

And knows not how to do it but with tears. 
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Scene 7] 

Bast, O, let us pay the time but needful 
woe, jio 

Since it hath been beforehand with our 
griefs. 

This England never did, nor never shall. 
Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror, 

But when it hrst did help to wound 
itself. 


KING JOHN 

Now these her princes arc come home 
again, 115 

Come the three corners of the world in 
arms, 

And we shall shock them. Nought shall 
make us rue. 

If England to itself do rest but tnie. 

[Exeunt. 
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KING RICHARD THE SECOND 


DRAMATIS PERSONA- 


King Richard the Second. 

John of Gaunt, Duke oH 

Lancasier, 1 uncles to ilte 
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The Scene : England and Wales. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1. London. The palace. 

Enter King Richard, John of Gaunt, 
with other Nobles and Attendants. 

K. Rich. Old John of Gaunt, time- 
honoured Lancaster, 

Hast thou, according to thy oath and band. 

Brought hither Henry Hereford, thy bold 
son, 

Here to make good the boistTous late 
appeal. 

Which then our leisure would not let us 
hear, 5 

Against the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas 
Mowbray ? 

Gaunt. I have, niy liege. 

K. Rich. Tell me, moreover, hast thou 
sounded him 

If he appeal the Duke on ancient malice, 

Or worthily, as a good subject should, i* 

On some knowm ground of treachery in 
him ? 

Gaunt. As near as I could sift him on that 
argument, 

On some apparent danger seen in him 

Aim’d at your Highness—no inveterate 
malice. 

K. Rich. Then call them to our presence : 
face to face 15 

And frowning brow to brow, ourselves will 
hear 

The accuser and the accused freely speak. 

High-stomach’d are they both and full of 
ire, 


In rage, deaf as the sea, hasty as fire. 

Enter Bolingbroke and Mowbray. 

Boling. Many years of happy days befall 
My gracious sovereign, my most loving 
liege! 

Mow. Each day still better other’s 
happiness 

Until the heavens, envying earth’s good 
hap, 

Add an immortal title to your crown I 

K. Rich. We thank you both; yet one 
but flatters us, .5 

As well appearcth by the cause you come ; 
Namely, to appeal each other of high 
treason. 

Cousin of Hereford, what dost thou object 
Against the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas 
Mowbray ? 

Boling. First—heaven be the record to 
my speech ! 30 

In the devotion of a subject’s love, 
Tend’ring the precious safety of my prince. 
And free from other misbegotten hate. 
Come I appellant to this princely presence. 
Now, Thomas Mowbray, do I turn to thee. 
And mark my greeting well; for what I 
speak 36 

My body shall make good upon this earth, 
Or my divine soul answer it in heaven— 
Thou art a traitor and a miscreant. 

Too good to be so. and too bad to live, 40 
Since the more fair and crystal is the sky, 
The uglier seem tlie clouds that in it fly. 
Once more, the more to aggravate the 
note, 
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With a foul traitor's name stuff 1 thy 
throat; 

And wish—so please my sovereign—ere 1 
move, -IS 

What my tongue speaks, my right drawn 
sword may prove. 

Mow. Let not my cold words here accuse 
my zeal. 

Tis not the trial of a woman’s war, 

The bitter clamour of two eager tongues. 
Can arbitrate this cause betwixt us twain ; 
The blood is hot that must be cool’d for 
this. 51 

Yet can 1 not of such tame patience boast 
As to be hush’d and nought at all to say. 
First, the fair reverence of your Highness 
curbs me 

From giving reins and spurs to my free 
speech; s-s 

Which else would post until it had return’d 
These terms of treason doubled down his 
throat. 

Setting aside his high l)lood's royalty, 

And let him be no kinsman to my liege, 

1 do defy him, and I spit at him, Oo 

C:ill him a slanderous coward and a villain ; 
Which to maintain, 1 would allow him odds 
And meet him, were I tied to run afoot 
Even to the frozen ridges of the Alps, 

Or any other ground inhabitable (>5 

Where ever Englishman durst set his foot. 
Meantime let this defend my loyalty— 
By all my hopes, most falsely doth he lie. 

Boling, Pale trembling coward, there I 
throw my gage, 

Disclaiming here the kindred of the King ; 
And lay aside my high blood’s royalty, 7i 
Which fear, not reverence, makes thee to 
except. 

If guilty dread have left thee so much 
strength 

As to take up mine honour’s pawn, then 
stoop. 

By that and all the rites of knighthood else 
Will I make good against thee, arm to 
arm, 7<> 

What I have spoke or thou canst worse 
devise. 

Mow. I take it up ; and by that sword I 
swear 

Which gently laid my knighthood on my 
shoulder 

I’ll answer thee in any fair degree 
Or chivalrous design of knightly trial; 
And when I mount, alive may I not light 
If 1 be traitor or unjustly fight! 

K. Rich, What doth our cousin lay to 
Mowbray’s charge ? 

It must be great that can inherit us «5 
So much as oi’ a thought of ill in him. 

Boling, Look what I speak, my life shall 
prove it true— 

That Mowbray hath receiv’d eight thousand 
nobles 


In name of lendings for your Highness* 
soldiers, 

The which he hath detain’d for lewd em¬ 
ployments 90 

Like a false traitor and injurious villain. 
Besides, I say and will in battle prove— 
Or here, or elsewhere to the furthest verge 
That ever was survey’d by English eye— 
7'hat all the treasons for these eighteen 
years 95 

Complotted and contrived in this land 
Fetch from false Mowbray their first head 
and spring. 

Further 1 say, and further will maintain 
Upon his bad life to make all this good, 
That he did plot the Duke of Gloucester’s 
death, 100 

Suggest his soon-believing adversaries. 

And consequently, like a traitor coward. 
Sluic’d out his innocent soul through 
streams of blood ; 

Which blood, like sacrificing Abel’s, cries, 
Even from the tongueless caverns of the 
earth, 105 

To me for justice and rough chastisement; 
And, by the glorious worth of my descent, 
This arm shall do it, or this life be spent. 
K. Rich, How high a pitch his resolution 
soars! 

Thomas of Norfolk, what say’st thou to 
this ? lie 

Mow. O, let my sovereign turn away his 
face 

And hid his ears a little while be deaf. 

Till I have told this slander of his blood 
How God and good men hate so foul a liar. 
K. Rich, Mowbray, impartial are our eyes 
and ears. 115 

Were he my brother, nay, my kingdom’s 
heir. 

As he is but my father’s brother’s son, 
Now by my sceptre’s awe 1 make a vow. 
Such neighbour nearness to our sacred 
blot^d H9 

Should nothing privilege him nor partialize 
The unstooping firmness of my upright soul. 
He is our subject, Mowbray ; so art thou : 
Free speech and fearless 1 to thee allow. 
Mow. Then, Bolingbroke, as low as to 
thy heart. 

Through the false passage of thy throat, 
thou liest. 125 

Three parts of that receipt I had for Calais 
Disburs’d I duly to his Highness’ soldiers ; 
The other part reserv’d 1 by consent. 

For that my sovereign liege was in my debt 
Upon remainder of a dear account 130 
Since last I went to France to fetch his 
queen ; 

Now swallow down that lie. For Glou¬ 
cester’s death— 

I slew him not, but to my own disgrace 
Neglected my sworn duty in that case. 

For you, my noble Ix)rd of Lancaster, 133 
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Tne honourable father to my foe. 

Once did I lay an ambush for your life, 

A trespass that doth vex my grieved soul; 
But ere I last receiv'd tbe sacrament 
I did confess it, and exactly begg'd J4 o 
Y our Grace’s pardon ; and I hope I had it. 
This is my fault. As for the rest appeal’d. 
It issues from the rancour of a villain, 

A recreant and most degenerate traitor; 
Which in myself 1 boldly will defend, 115 
And interchangeably hurl down my gage 
Upon this overweening traitor's foot 
To prove myself a loyal gentleman 
Even in the best blood chamber’d in his 
bosom. 

In haste whereof, most heartily I pray 150 
Your Highness to assign our trial day. 

K. Rich. Wrath-kindled gentlemen, be 
rul’d by me; 

l.et*s purge this choler without letting 
blood— 

This we prescribe, though no physician; 
Deep malice makes too deep incision. 155 
Forget, forgive ; conclude and be agreed : 
Oar doctors say this is no month to bleed. 
Gaod uncle, let this end where it begun; 
We’ll cal n the Duke of Norfolk, you your 
son. 

Gaunt. To be a make*peace shall become 
my age. ir,o 

Throw down, my son, the Duke of Norfolk’s 
gage. 

K. Rich. And, Norfolk, throw down his. 
Giunt. When, Harry, when ? 

Ol»eJi‘nce bids I should not bid again. 

K. Rich. Norfolk, throw down; we bid. 
Tnere is no boot. 

Mow. Myself I throw, dread sovereign, at 
thy foot; 165 

M>' life thou shalt command, but not my 
shame: 

The one my duty owes ; but my fair name. 
Despite of death, that lives upon my grave 
To dark dishonour’s use thou shalt not 
have. 

I am disgrac'd, impeach’d, and baffl’d here; 
Pierc'd to the soul with slander’s venom’d 
spear, 171 

The which no balm can cure but his heart- 
blood 

Which breath’d this poison. 

K. Rich. Rage must be withstood: 
Give me his gage—aliens make leopards 
tame, 

Motv. Yea, but not change his spots. 
Take but my shame, 175 

And I resign my gage. My dear dear lord, 
The purest treasure mortal times afford 
Is spotless reputation ; that away, 

Men are but gilded loam or painted clay. 

A jewel in a ten-times barr’d-up chest 180 
Is a bold spirit in a loyal breast 
Mine honour is my life ; both grow in one; 
Take honour from me, and my life is done: i 
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Then, dear my liege, mine honour let me 
try; 

In that I live, and for that will I die. *85 

K. Rich. Cousin, throw up your gage ; do 
you begin. 

Boling. O, God defend my soul from such 
deep sin! 

Shall I seem crest-fallen in my father’s 
sight ? 

Or with pale beggar-fear impeach my 
height 

Before this outdar’d dastard ? Ere my 
tongue i9« 

Shall wound my honour with such feeble 
wrong 

Or sound so base a parle, my teeth shall 
tear 

The slavish motive of recanting fear, 

And spit it bleeding in his high disgrace, 
Where shame doth harbour, even in Mow¬ 
bray’s face. [Exd Gaunt. 

K. Rick. We were not bom to sue, but to 
command; 

Which since we cannot do to make you 
friends, 

ready, as your lives shall answer it. 

At Coventry, upon Saint Lambert's day. 
There shall your swords and lances 
arbitrate 200 

The swelling difference of your settled 
hate; 

Since we can not atone you, we shall see 
Justice design the victor’s chivalry. 

Lord Marshal, command our officers-at- 
arms 

Be ready to direct these home alarms. 205 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. London. The Duke of Lancaster's 
palace. 

Enter John of Gaunt with the Duchess of 
Gloucester. 

GaunL Alas, the part I had in Wood¬ 
stock’s blood 

Doth more solicit me than your exclaims 
To stir against the butchers of his life 1 
But since correction lieth in those hands 
Which made the fault that we cannot 
correct, 5 

Put we our quarrel to the will of heaven; 
Who, when they see the hours ripe on 
earth. 

Will rain hot vengeance on offenders’ heads. 

Duch. Finds brotherhood in thee no 
sharper spur ? 

Hath love in thy old blood no living fire ? 
Edward’s seven sons, whereof thyself art 
one, ri 

Were as seven vials of his sacred blood. 

Or seven fair branches springing from one 
root. 

Some of those seven are dried by nature’s 
course^ 
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Some of those branches by the Destinies 
cut; 15 

But Thomas, my dear lord, my life, my 
Gloucester, 

One vial full of Edward's sacred blood, 
One flourishing branch of his most royal 
root. 

Is crack'd, and all the precious liquor spilt; 
Is hack'd down, and his summer leaves all 
faded. 

By envy’s hand and murder's bloody axe. 
Ah, Gaunt, his blood was thine ! That bed, 
that womb, 

That mettle, that self mould, that fashion'd 
thee. 

Made him a man ; and though thou livest 
and breatlicst, 

Yet art thou slain in him. Thou dost 
consent 

In some large measure to thy father's death 
In that thou seest thy wretched brother 
die. 

Who was the model of thy father's life. 
Call it not patience, Gaunt—it is despair; 
In suff'ring thus thy brother to be 
slaught’red, 3' 

Thou shovvest the naked pathway to thy 
life. 

Teaching stern murder how to butcher thee. 
That which in mean men we entitle 
patience 

pale cold cowardice in noble breasts. 
What shall 1 say ? To safeguard thine own 
life 35 

I’he best way is to venge my Gloucester's 
de:dh. 

Gaiml. God's is the quarrel; for God's 
substitute, 

His deputy anointed in His sight, 

Hath caus'd his death; the which if 
wrongfully, 

Let heaven revenge ; for I may never lift 
An angry arm against His minister. 

Duch, Where then, alas, may 1 complain 
myself ? 

Gaunt, To God, the widow’s champion 
and defence. 

Duck, Why then, I will. Farewell, old 
Gaunt. 

Thou goest to Coventry, there to behold 45 
Our cousin Hereford and fell Mowbray 
fight. 

O, sit my husband's wrongs on Hereford's 
spear, 

That it may enter butcher Mowbray's 
breast I 

Or, if misfortune miss the first career. 

Be Mowbray's sins so heavy in his bosom 5^- 
That they may break his foaming courser's 
back 

And throw the rider headlong in the lists, 
A caitiff recreant to my cousin Hereford! 
Farewell, old Gaunt; thy sometimes 
brother's wife, 
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With her companion, Grief, must end her 
life. 55 

Gaunt, Sister, farew'cll; I must to 
Coventry. 

As much good stay with thee as go with me! 
Duck. Yet one word more—grief boim- 
deth where it falls, 

Not with the empty hollowness, hut weight, 
I take my leave before 1 have begun. Oo 
For sorrow ends not when it seemeth done. 
Commend me to thy brother, Edmund 
York. 

Ix>, this is all—nay, yet depart not so ; 
Though this be all, do not so quickly go ; 

I shall remember more. Bid him—ah, 
what ?— 65 

With all good speed at Flashy visit me. 
Alack, and what shall good old York there 
see 

But empty lodgings and unfurnish'd walls, 
Unp^opbd offices, untrodden stones ? 

And what hear there for welcome but my 
groans ? 70 

Therefore commend me ; let him not come 
there 

To seek out sorrow that dwells every where. 
Desolate, desolate, will 1 hence and die ; 
The last leave of thee takes my weeping 
eye. lExeimt, 

Scene 111. The lists at Coventry, 

Enter the Lord Marshal and the Duke 
OF Aumkrle. 

Mar. My Lord Aumerlc, is Harry Here¬ 
ford arm’d ? 

Alim, Yea, at all points ; and longs to 
enter in. 

Mar. The Duke of Norfolk, sprightfully 
and bold. 

Stays but the summons of the appellant's 
trumpet. 

Amn. Why then, the champions are 
prepar'd, and stay 5 

For nothing but his Majesty’s approach. 

The trumpets sound, and the King filters 
with his nobles, Gaunt, Bushy, Bacot, 
GREiiN, and Others. When they are set, 
enter Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, in 
arms, defendant, and a Herald. 

K. Rich. Marshal, demand of yonder 
champion 

The cause of his arrival here in arms ; 

Ask him his name ; and orderly proceed 
To swear him in the justice of his cause. 10 
Mar. In God's name and the King's, say 
who thou art, 

And why thou comest thus knightly clad 
in arms; 

Against what man thou com'st, and what 
thy quarrel. 

Speak truly on thy knighthood and thy 
oath ; 
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As so defend thee heaven and thy valour! 
Mou>. My name is Thomas Mowbray, 
Date of Norfolk ; ifi 

Who hither come engaged by my oath— 
Which God defend a knight should vio¬ 
late !— 

Both to defend my loyalty and truth 
To God, my King, and my succeeding issue, 
Against ths Duke of Hereford that appeals 
me; 2* 

And, by the grace of God and this mine 
arm. 

To prove him, in defending of myself, 

A traitor to my God, my King, and me. 
And as 1 truly fight, defend me heaven ! =5 

The trumpets sound. Enter Bolingbroke, 
Duke of Hereford, appellant, in 
armour, and a Herald. 

K. Rich. Marshal, ask yonder knight in 
arms. 

Both who he is and why he cometh hither 
Thus plated in habiliments of war; 

And formally, according to our law. 

Depose him in the justice of his cause, 
Mar. What is thy name ? and wherefore 
corn’s! thou hither 

Before King Richard in his royal lists ? 
Against whom comest thou ? and what’s 
thy quarrel ? 

Speak like a true knight, so defend thee 
heaven I 

Boling. Harry of Hereford, Lancaster, 
and Derby, 35 

Am I; who ready here do stand in arms 
To prove, by God's grace and my body’s 
valour. 

In lists on Thomas Mowbray, Duke of 
Norfolk, 

That he is a traitor, foul and dangerous, 

To God of heaven. King Richard, and to 
me. 40 

And as I truly fight, defend me heaven ! 
Mar. On pain of death, no person be so 
bold 

Or daring-hardy as to touch the lists, 
Except the Marshal and such officers 
Appointed to direct these fair designs. 45 
Boling. Lord Marshal, let me kiss my 
sovereign's hand, 

And bow my knee before his Majesty ; 

For Mowbray and myself are like two 
men 

That vow a long and weary pilgrimage. 
Then let us take a ceremonious leave 50 
And loving farewell of our several friends. 
Mar. The appellant in all duty greets 
your Highness, 

And craves to kiss your hand and take his 
leave. 

K. Rich. We will descend and fold him 
in our arms. 

Cousin of Hereford, as thy cause is right, 55 
So be thy fortune in this royal fight 1 
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Farewell, my blood ; which if to-day thou 
shed, 

Lament we may, but not revenge thee 
dead. 

Boling. O, let no noble eye profane a tear 
For me, if I be gor'd with Mowbray's spear. 
As confident as is the falcon’s flight 61 
Against a bird, do I with Mowbray fight. 
My loving lord, I take my leave of you ; 
Of you, my noble cousin. Lord Aumerle ; 
Not sick, although I have to do with death, 
But lusty, young, and cheerly drawing 
breath. 66 

Lo, as at English feasts, so I regreet 
The daintiest last, to make the end most 
sweet. 

O thou, the earthly author of my blood. 
Whose youthful spirit, in me regenerate, 70 
Doth with a twofold vigour lift me up 
To reach at victory above my head. 

Add proof unto mine armour with thy 
prayers. 

And with thy blessings steel my lance's 
point. 

That it may enter Mowbray's waxen coat 75 
And furbish new the name of John o’ 
Gaunt, 

Even in the lusty havioiir of his son. 

Gaunt. God in thy good cause make thee 
prosperous! 

Be swift like lightning in the execution. 
And let thy blows, doubly redoubled, 80 
Fall like amazing thunder on the casque 
Of thy adverse pernicious enemy. 

Rouse up thy youthful blood, be valiant, 
and live. 

Boling. Mine innocence and Saint George 
to thrive! 

Mow. However God or fortune cast my 

lot, 85 

There lives or dies, true to King Richard’s 
throne, 

A loyal, just, and upright gentleman. 
Never did captive with a freer heart 
Cast off his chains of bondage, and embrace 
His golden uncontroll'd enfranchisement, yo 
More than my dancing soul doth celebrate 
This feast of battle with mine adversary. 
Most mighty liege, and my companion 
peers. 

Take from my mouth the wish of happy 
years. 

As gentle and as jocund as to jest 95 
Go i to fight; truth hath a quiet breast. 

K. Rich, Farewell, my lord, securely I 
espy 

Virtue with valour couched in thine eye. 
Order the trial. Marshal, and begin. 

Mar. Harry of Hereford, Lancaster, and 
Derby, iw 

Receive thy lance; and God defend the 
right! 

Boling. Strong as a tower in hope, I cry 
amen. 
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Mar. [To an Officer] Go bear this lance to 
Thomas, Duke of Norfolk. 

1 Her. Harry of Hereford, Lancaster, and 

Derby, 

Stands here for God, his sovereign, and 
himself, 

On pain to be found false and recreant. 

To prove the Duke of Norfolk, Thomas 
Mowbray, 

A traitor to his God, his King, and him ; 
And daros him to set forward to the fight 

2 Her. Here standeth Thomas Mowbray. 

Duke of Norfolk, i ic 

On pain to be found false and recreant, 
Both to defend himself, and to approve 
Henry of Hereford, Lancaster, and Derby, 
To God, his sovereign, and to him dis¬ 
loyal. 

Courageously and with a free desire 
Attending but the signal to begin. 

Mar. Sound trumpets ; and set forward 
combatants. ( A charfie sounded. 

Stay, the King hath thrown his warder 
down. 

K. Rich. Let them lay by their helmets 
and their spears, 

And both return back to their chairs again. 
Withdraw with us; and let the trumpets 
sound 

While we return these dukes what we 
decree. 

A long flourish, while the King consults 
his Council. 

Draw near. 

And list what with our council we have 
done. 

For that our kindgom’s earth should not be 
soil'd 1^5 

With that dear blood which it hath fostered; 
And for our eyes do hate the dire aspect 
Of civil wounds plough'd up with neigh¬ 
bours’ sword; 

And for we think the eagle-winged pride 
Of sky-aspiring and ambitious thoughts. 
With rival-hating envy, set on you 13 * 
To wake our peace, which in our country's 
cradle 

Draws the sweet infant breath of gentle 
sleep; 

Which so rous'd up with boist'rous un¬ 
tun'd drums. 

With harsh-resounding trumpets’ dreadful 
bray, 135 

And grating shock of wrathful iron arms, 
Might from our quiet confines fright fair 
peace 

And make us wade even in our kindred's 
blood— 

Therefore we banish you our territories. 
You, cousin Hereford, upon pain of life, mo 
T ill twice five summers have enrich'd our 
fields 

Shall not regreet our fair dominions. 


But tread the stranger paths of banish¬ 
ment. 

Boling. Your will be done. This must my 
comfort be— 

That sun that warms you here shall shine 
on me, 115 

And those his golden beams to you here lent 
Shall point on me and gild my banishment. 

K. Rich. Norfolk, for thee remains a 
heavier doom, 

Which 1 with some unwillingness pro¬ 
nounce : 

The sly slow hours shall not determinate 150 
The dateless limit of thy dear exile ; 

The hopeless word of ‘ never to return ' 
Breathe I against thee, upon pain of life. 

Mou^. A heavy sentence, my most 
sovereign liege, 

And all unlock'd for from your Highness' 
mouth. 155 

A dearer merit, not so deep a maim 
As to be cast forth in the common air, 
Have I deserved at your Highness' hands. 
The language I have learnt these forty 
years. 

My native English, now I must forgo ; 160 
And now my tongue’s use is to me no more 
Than an unstringed viol or a harp; 

Or like a cunning instrument cas'd up 
Or. being open, put into his hands 1O4 
That knows no touch to tune the harmony. 
Within my mouth you have cngaol'd my 
tongue, 

Doubly portcullis'd with my teeth and lips ; 
And dull, unfeeling, barren ignorance 
Is made my gaoler to attend on me, 

I am too old to fawn upon a nurse, 170 
Too far in years to be a pupil now. 

What is thy sentence, then, but speechless 
death, 

Which robs my tongue from breathing 
native breath ? 

K. Rich. It boots thee not to be com¬ 
passionate ; 174 

After our sentence plaining comes too late. 

Mote. Then thus I turn me from my 
country's light. 

To dwell in solemn shades of endless night. 

K. Rich. Return again, and take an oath 
with thee. 

Lay on our royal sword your banish'd 
hands; 

Swear by the duty that you owe to God, tSo 
Our part therein we banish with yourselves. 
To keep the oath that we administer : 

You never shall, so help you truth and 
God, 

Embrace each other's love in banishment; 
Nor never look upon each other's face; jSs 
N or never write, regreet, nor reconcile 
This louring tempest of your home-bred 
hate; 

Nor never by advised purpose meet 
To plot, contrive, or complot any ill. 
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'Gainst us, our state, our subjects, or our 
land. 1^0 

Boling, 1 swear. 

Mote. And 1 , to keep all this. 

Boling, Norfolk, so far as to mine enemy : 
By this time, had the King permitted us, 
One of our souls had wand’red in the air. 
Banish’d this frail sepulchre of our flesh, 
As now our flesh is banish'd from this 
land— 

Confess thy treasons ere thou fly the realm ; 
Since thou hast far to go, bear not along 
The clogging burden of a guilty soul. 2 

Alou\ No, Bolingbroke ; if ever I were 
traitor. 

My name be blotted from the book of life. 
And I from heaven banish'd as from hence ! 
But what thou art, God, thou, and I, do 
know; 

And all too soon, I fear, the King shall rue. 
Farewell, my liege. Now no way can 1 stray: 
Save back to England, all the world's my 
way. 

K. Rich. Uncle, even in the glasses of 
thine eyes 

1 see thy grieved heart. Thy sad aspect 
Hath from the number of his banish’d years 
Pluck'd four away, t'fo Bolingbroke] Six 
frozen winters spent, 

Return with welcome home from banish¬ 
ment. 

Boling. How long a time lies in one little 
word! 

Four lagging winters and four wanton 
springs 

End in a word : such is the breath of Kings. 

Gaunt. I thank my liege that in regard 
of me 

He shortens four years of my son's exile; 
But little vantage shall I reap thereby. 

For ere the six years that he hath to 
spend 

Can change their moons and bring their 
times about, 

My oil-dried lamp and time-bewasted light 
Shall be extinct with age and endless night; 
My inch of taper will be burnt and done. 
And blindfold death not let me see my son. 

K. Rich, Why, uncle, thou hast many 
years to live. 

Gaunt, But not a minute, King, that 
thou canst give: 

Shorten my days thou canst with sullen 
sorrow 

And pluck nights from me, but not lend a 
morrow ; 

Thou canst help time to furrow’ me with age, 
But stop no wrinkle in his pilgrimage ; 30 

Thy word is current with him for my death. 
But dead, thy kingdom cannot buy my 
breath. 

K. Rich. Thy son is banish'd upon good 
advice. 

Whereto thy tongue a party-verdict gave. 


[Act 1 

Why at our justice seem'st thou then to 
lour ? 235 

Gaunt, Things sweet to taste prove in 
digestion sour. 

You urg’d me as a judge; but I had rather 
You would have bid me argue like a father. 
O, had it been a stranger, not my child, 
ro smooth his fault 1 should have been 
more mild. 240 

A partial slander sought I to avoid, 

And in the sentence my own life destroy'd. 
Alas, I look’d when some of you should say 
I was too strict to make mine own away ; 
But you gave leave to my unwilling 
tongue 245 

Against my w ill to do myself this wrong. 

K. Rich. Cousin, farewell; and, uncle, 
bid him so. 

Six years we banish him, and he shall go. 

[FloMriik. Exit King with train, 

Aum. Cousin, farewell; what presence 
must not know, 

From where you do remain let paper show. 

Mar. My lord, no leave take 1 , for 1 will 
ride 251 

As far as land will let me by your side. 

Gaunt. O, to what purpose dost thou 
hoard thy words, 

That thou rcturnest no greeting to thy 
friends ? 

Boling. T have too few to take my leave 
of you, 255 

When the tongue’s office should be prodigal 
To breathe the abundant dolour of the 
heart. 

Gaunt. Thy grief is but thy absence for a 
time. 

Boling. Joy absent, grief is present for 
that time. 

Gaunt, What is six winters ? They are 
quickly gone. 2(10 

Boling, To men in joy ; but grief makes 
one hour ten. 

Gaunt. Call it a travel that thou tak'st for 
pleasure. 

Boling. My heart will sigh when I miscall 
ft so, 

Which finds it an enforced pilgrimage. 

Gaunt. The sullen passage of thy weary 
steps -(..s 

Esteem as foil wherein thou art to set 
The precious jewel of thy home return. 

Boling. Nay, rather, every tedious stride 
I make 

Will but remember me what a deal of world 
I wander from the jewels that 1 love. 270 
Must 1 not serve a long apprcnticehood 
To foreign passages ; and in the end, 
Having my freedom, boast of nothing else 
But that 1 was a journeyman to grief ? 

Gaunt, All places that the eye of heaven 
visits 275 

Are to a wise man ports and happy havens. 
Teach thy necessity to reason thus : 
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There is no virtue like necessity. 

Think not the King did banish thee. 

But thou the King. Woe doth the heavier 
sit 280 

Where it perceives it is but faintly borne. 
Go, say 1 sent thee forth to purchase 
honour. 

And not the King exil'd thee ; or suppose 
Devouring pestilence hangs in our air 
And thou art flying to a fresher clime. 28^ 
Look what thy soul holJs dear, imagine it 
To he that way thou goest, not whence 
thou com'st. 

Suppose the singing birds musicians, 

Tne grass whereon thou tread’st the pres¬ 
ence strew'd, 

The flowers fair ladies, and thy steps no 
m .>re 

Than a delightful measure or a dance; 

For gtiarliiig sorrow hath le^s power to bite 
The mm that mocks at it and sets it light. 

Bjliiig. O, who can iuld a fire in his hand 
By thinldng on the frosty Caucasus ? 

Or dv>y the hungry edge of appetite 
By bare imagin ation of a feast ? 

Or wallow naked in December snow 
By thiiiking on fantastic summer's heat? 
O, no 1 the apprcliension of the good 300 
Gives but the gre iter feeling to the worse. 
Fell sorrow’s tooth doth never rankle more 
Than when he bites, but lanceth not the 
sore. 

Gaunt Come, come, my son, I’ll bring 
thee Oil thy way. 

Had 1 thy youth and cause, I would not 
stay. 3«3 

Boling, Then, England’s ground, fare¬ 
well ; svs'cet soil, adieu ; 

My mother, and my nurse, that bears me 
yet! 

Wliere’er 1 wander, boast of this 1 can : 
Though banish’d, yet a trueborn English 
man. [Exeunt 

Scene IV, London, The court. 

Enter the King, with Bacot and Green, 
at one door ; and the Duke of Aumerle 
at another, 

K, Rich. We did observe. Cousin 

Aumerle, 

How far brought you high Hereford on bis 
way ? 

Aum. 1 brought high Hereford, if you 
call him so, 

But to the next high way, and there I left 
him, 

K, Rich. And say, what store of parting 
tears were shed ? 5 

Aum. Faith, none for me; except the 
north-east wind, 

Which then blew bitterly against our faces, 
Awak'd the sleeping rheum, atid so by 
chance 


Did grace our hollow parting with a tear. 

K. Rich, What said our cousin when you 
parted with him ? 10 

Aum. ' Farewell.' 

And, for my heart disdained that my tongue 
Should so profane the word, that taught me 
craft 

To counterfeit oppression of such grief 
That words seem’d buried in my sorrow’s 
grave. 15 

Marry, would the word ’ farewell ’ have 

length'lied hours 

And added years to his short banishment, 
He should have had a volume of farewells ; 
But since it would not, he had none of me. 

K. Rich, He is our cousin, cousin ; but 
'tis doubt, 20 

When time shall call him home from 

banishment. 

Whether our kinsman come to see his 
friends. 

Ourself, and Bushy, Bagot here, and Green, 
Ooserv’d his courtship to the common 
people; 24 

How he did seem to dive into their hearts 
With humble and familiar courtesy ; 

What reverence he did throw away on 
slaves. 

Wooing poor craftsmen with the craft of 
smiles 28 

And patient imderbearing of his fortune, 
As 'twere to banish their aflects with him. 
Od goes his bonnet to an oyster-wench ; 

A brace of draymen bid God speed him well 
And had the tribute of his supple knee, 
With ‘ Thanks, my countrymen, my loving 
friends ’; 

As were our England in reversion his, ,15 
And he our subjects’ next degree in hope. 

Green. Well, he is gone ; and with him go 
these thouglits! 

Now for the rebels wliich stand out in 
Ireland, 

Expedient manage must be made, my liege, 
Ere further leisure yield them further 
means 40 

For their advantage and your Highness’ 
loss. 

K. Rich, We will ourself in person to this 
war; 

And, for our coffers, with too great a court 
And liberal largess, are grown somewhat 
light, 

We are enforc’d to farm our royal realm ; 45 
riie revenue whereof shall furnish us 
For our affairs in hand. If that come short, 
Our substitutes at home shall have blank 
charters ; 

Whereto, when they shall know what men 
are rich, 

They shall subscribe them for large sums 
of gold, 50 

And send them after to supply our wants ; 
For we will make for Ireland presently. 

4S3 
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Enter Bushy. 

Bushy, what news ? 

Bushy, Old John of Gaunt is grievous 
sick, my lord, 

Suddenly taken ; and hath sent post-haste 
To entreat your Majesty to visit him. 5^ 
K. Rich, Where lies he ? 

Bushy, At Ely House. 

K. Rich, Now put it, God, in the 
physician’s mind 

To help him to his grave immediately ! 
The lining of his coffers shall make coats 
To deck our soldiers for these Irish wars. 
Come, gentlemen, let’s all go visit him. 
Pray Gad wc may make haste, and come 
too late I 

All. Amen. [Exeunf 


ACT TWO 

Scene I. London, Ely House, 

Enter John of Gaunt, sick, with the Duke 
OF York, etc. 

Gaunt. Will the King come, that I may 
breathe my last 

In wholesome counsel to his unstaid youth? 

York. Vex not yourself, nor strive not 
with your breath; 

For all in vain comes counsel to his ear. 

Gaunt, O, but they say the tongues of 
dying men 

Enforce attention like deep harmony. 
Where words arc scarce, they are seldom 
spent in vain ; 

For they breathe truth that breathe their 
words in pain. 

He that no more must say is listen’d more 
Than they whom youth and ease have 
taught to glose; 

More are men's ends mark’d than their lives 
before. 

The setting sun, and music at the close. 

As the last taste of sweets, is sweetest last. 
Writ in remembrance more than things long 
past. 

Though Richard my life’s counsel would 
not hear, i*) 

My death’s sad tale may yet undeaf his car. 

York, No; it is stopp’d with other 
flattering sounds, 

As praises, of whose taste the wise are fond, 
Lascivious metres, to whose venom sound 
The open ear of youth doth always listen ; 
Report of fashions in proud Italy, 21 
Whose manners still our tardy apish nation 
Limps after in base imitation. 

Where doth the world thrust forth a 
vanity— 

So it be new, there’s no respect how vile— 
That is not quickly buzz’d into his ears ? 
ITien all too late comes counsel to be heard 
Where will doth mutiny with wit's regard. 
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Direct not him whose way himself will 
choose. 

'Tis breath thou lack’st, and that breath 
wilt thou lose. 30 

Gaunt, Methinks I am a prophet new 
inspir’d. 

And thus expiring do foretell of him : 

His rash fierce blaze of riot cannot last. 
For violent fires soon burn out themselves ; 
Small showers last long, but sudden storms 
are short; 35 

He tires betimes that spurs too fast be¬ 
times ; 

With eager feeding food doth choke the 
feeder; 

Light vanity, insatiate cormorant, 
Consuming means, soon preys upon itself. 
This royal throne of kings, this scept’rcd 
isle, 40 

This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 
This other Eden, demi-paradisc. 

This fortress built by Nature for herself 
Against infection and the hand of war, 
This happy breed of men, this little world. 
This precious stone set in the silver sea, ^0 
Which serves it in the office of a wall, 

Or as a moat defensiv^e to a house. 

Against the envy of less happier lands ; 
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, 
this England, 50 

This nurse, this teeming womb of royal 
kings. 

Fear’d by their breed, and famous by their 
birth. 

Renowned for their deeds as far from home. 
For Christian service and true chivalr>% 

As is the sepulchre in stubborn Jewry 55 
Of the world's ransom, blessed Mary’s Son ; 
This land of such dear souls, this dear dear 
land. 

Dear for her reputation through the world. 
Is now leas’d out—I die pronouncing it— 
Like to a tenement or pelting farm. to 
England, bound in with the triumphant 
sea, 

Whose rocky shore beats back the envious 
siege 

Of wat'ry Neptune, is now bound in with 
shame. 

With inky blots and rotten parchment 
bonds; 

That England, that was wont to conquer 
others, 65 

Hath made a shameful conquest of itself. 
Ah, would the scandal vanish with my life, 
How happy then were my ensuing death I 

Enter King and Queen, Aumerle, 
Bushy, Green, Bagot, Ross, and 
Willoughby. 

York, The King is come; deal mildly 
with his youth, 

For young hot colts being rag’d do rage 
the more. 70 
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Queen, How fares our noble uncle 
Lancaster ? 

K, Rich, What comfort, man ? How is*t 
with aged Gaunt ? 

Gaunt, O, how that name befits my com¬ 
position ! 

Old Gaunt, indeed ; and gaunt in being old. 
Within me grief hath kept a tedious fast; 75 
And who abstains from meat that is not 
gaunt ? 

For sleeping England long time have I 
watch’d : 

Watching breeds leanness, leanness is ail 
gaunt. 

The pleasure that some fathers feed upon 
Is my strict fast—I mean my children’s 
looks; 80 

And therein fasting, hast thou made me 
gaunt. 

Gaunt am I for the grave, gaunt as a grave. 
Whose hollow womb inherits nought but 
bones. 

K. Rich, Can sick men play so nicely with 
their names ? 

Gaunt. No, misery makes sport to mock 
itself: 85 

Since thou dost seek to kill my name in me, 
I mock my name, great king, to flatter thee. 

K. Rich. Should dying men flatter with 
those that live ? 

Gaunt, No, no ; men living flatter those 
that die. 

K, Rich, Thou, now a-dying, sayest thou 
flatterest me. 00 

Gaunt. O, no! thou diest, though I the 
sicker be. 

K. Rich. I am in health, 1 breathe, and 
see thee ill. 

Gaunt, Now He that made me knows I 
see thee ill; 

111 in myself to see, and in thee seeing ill. 
Thy death-bed is no lesser than thy land 95 
Wherein thou licst in reputation sick; 
And thou, too careless patient as thou art, 
Commit’st thy anointed body to the cure 
Of those physicians that first wounded thee: 
A thousand flatterers sit within thy crown. 
Whose compass is no bigger than thy head ; 
And yet, incaged in so small a verge, 

'1 he waste is no whit lesser than thy land. 
O, had thy grandsire with a prophet's eye 
Seen how his son’s son should destroy his 
sons, 105 

From forth thy reach he would have laid 
thy shame, 

Deposing thee before thou wert possess’d, 
Which art possess’d now to depose thyself. 
Why, cousin, wert thou regent of the world. 
It were a shame to let this land by lease; no 
But for thy world enjoying but this land. 

Is it not more than shame to shame it so ? 
Landlord of England art thou now, not 
King. 

Thy state of law is bondslave to the law ; 


And thou— 

K. Rich. A lunatic lean-witted fool, 115 
Presuming on an ague’s privilege, 

Darest with thy frozen admonition 
Make pale our cheek, chasing the royal 
blood 

With fury from his native residence. 

Now by my scat’s right royal majesty, 1:0 
Wert thou not brother to great Edward’s 
son, 

This tongue that runs so roundly in thy 
head 

Should run thy head from thy unreverent 
shoulders. 

Gaunt. O, spare me not, my brother 
Edward’s son, 

For that 1 was his father Edward’s son ; 
That blood already, like the pelican, 

Hast thou tapp’d out, and drunkcnly 
carous’d. 

My brother Gloucester, plain well-meaning 
soul— 

Whom fair befall in heaven ’mongst happy 
souls!— 

May be a precedent and witness good 130 
That thou respect’st not spilling Edward’s 
blood. 

join with the present sickness that I have ; 
And thy unkind ness be like crooked age, 
To crop at once a too long withered flower. 
Live in thy shame, but die not shame with 
thee I 1^5 

These words hereafter thy tormentors be I 
Convey me to my bed, then to my grave. 
Love they to live that love and honour 
have. 

lExif, borne out by his Attendants. 

K. Rich. And let them die that age and 
sullcns have; 

For both hast thou, and both become the 
grave. 1 +0 

York. I do beseech your Majesty impute 
his words 

To wayw’ard sickliness and age in him. 

He loves you, on my life, and holds you 
dear 

As Harry Duke of Hereford, were he here. 

K. Rich. Right, you say true : as Here¬ 
ford’s love, so his ; 115 

As theirs, so mine ; and all be as it is. 

Bnter Northumberland. 

North. My liege, old Gaunt commends 
him to your Majesty. 

K. Rich. What says he ? 

North, Nay, nothing ; all is said. 

His tongue is now a stringless instrument; 
Words, life, and all, old Lancaster hath 
spent. j 

York. Be York the next that must be 
bankrupt so! 

Though death be poor, it ends a mortal woe. 

K. Rich, The ripest fruit first falls, and 
so doth he; 
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His time is spent, our pilgrimage must be. 
So much for that. Now for our Irish wars. 
We must supplant those rough rug-headed 
kerns, 156 

Which live like venom where no venom else 
But only they have privilege to live. 

And for these great affairs do ask some 
charge. 

Towards our assistance we do seize to us if 
The plate, coin, revenues, and moveables, 
Whereof our uncle Gaunt did stand 
possess’d. 

York, How long shall I be patient ? Ah, 
how long 

Shall tender duty make me suffer wrong ? 
Not Gloucester’s death, nor Hereford’s 
banishment, 

Nor Gaunl’s rebukes, nor England's private 
wrongs. 

Nor the prevention of poor Bolingbroke 
About his marriage, nor my own disgrace, 
Have ever made me sour my patient cheek 
Or bend one wrinkle on my sovereign’s face. 
I am the last of noble Edward’s sons, 17« 
Of whom thy father, Prince of Wales, was 
first. 

In war was never lion rag'd more fierce. 

In peace was never gentle lamb more mild. 
Than was that young and princely gentle¬ 
man. 175 

His face thou hast, for even so look'd he, 
Accomplish’d with the number of thy hours; 
But when he frown’d, it was against the 
French 

And not against his friends. His noble hand 
Did win what he did spend, and spent not 
that i 8 c 

Which his triumphant father’s hand had 
won. 

His hands were guilty of no kindred blood. 
But bloody with the enemies of his kin. 

O Richard I York is too far gone with grief, 
Or else he never would compare between— 
K. Rich, Why, uncle, what’s the nuitter ? 
York, O my liege, 

Pardon me, if you please ; if not, I, pleas’d 
Not to be pardoned, am content withal. 
Seek you to seize and gripe into your hands 
The royalties and rights of banish’d Here¬ 
ford ? 19'' 

Is not Gaunt dead 1 and doth not Hereford 
live 1 

Was not Gaunt just ? and is not Harry true? 
Did not the one deserve to have an heir ? 

Is not his heir a well-deserving son ? 

Take Hereford’s rights away, and take 
from Time *95 

His charters and his customary rights; 

Let not to-morrow then ensue to-day; 

Be not thyself—for how art thou a king 
But by fair sequence and succession ? ivq . 
Now, afore God—God forbid 1 say true !— i 
If you do wrongfully seize Hereford's rights, i 
Call in the letters patents that he hath I 


By his attomeys-general to sue 
His livery, and deny his off’red homage. 
You pluck a thousand dangers on your 
head, i:<)5 

You lose a thousand w'cll-disposcd hearts. 
And prick my tender patience to those 
thoughts 

Which honour and allegiance cannot think. 

K. Rich, Think what you will, we seize 
into our hands 

His plate, his goods, his money, and his 
lands. 210 

York, ril not be by the while. My liege, 
farewell. 

What wall ensue hereof there’s none can 
tell; 

But by bad courses may be understood 
That their events can never fall out good. 

lEx'if. 

K. Rich, Go, Bushy, to the Earl of 
Wiltshire straight; 215 

Bid him repair to us to Ely House 
To see this business. To-morrow next 
We will for Ireland; and ’tis time, I 
trow. 

And we create, in absence of ourself, 2T9 
Our Uncle York Lord Governor of England; 
For he is just, and always lov’d us well. 
Come on, our queen ; to-morrow must we 
part; 

Be merry, for our time of stay is short. 

[Flourish. Exeunt King, Queen. Bushy, 
Aumerle, Green, and Bagot, 

North, Well, lords, the Duke of Lancaster 
is dead. 

Ross, And living too ; for now his son is 
Duke. 2J.5 

Willo, Barely in title, not in revenues. 

North, Richly in both, if justice had her 
right. 

Ross, My heart is great; but it must 
break with silence, 

Erc’t be disburdened with a liberal tongue. 

North, Nay, speak thy mind ; and let him 
ne’er speak more 2^0 

That speaks thy w'ords again to do thee 
harm! 

Willo, Tends that thou woiildst speak to 
the Duke of Hereford ? 

If it be so, out with it boldly, man ; 

Quick is mine ear to hear of good towards 
him. 

Ross, No good at all that I can do for 
him; 235 

Unless you call it good to pity him. 

Bereft and gelded of his patrimony. 

North, Now, afore God, ’tis shame such 
wrongs arc borne 

In him, a royal prince, and many moe 
Of noble blood in this declining land. 240 
The King is not himself, but basely led 
By flatterers; and what they will inform, 
Merely in hate, ’gainst any of us all. 

That will the King severely prosecute 
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'Gainst us, our lives, our children, and our 
heirs. 215 

JRoss. The commons hath he pilFd with 
grievous taxes ; 

And quite lost their hearts ; the nobles hath 
he fin’d 

For ancient quarrels and quite lost their 
hearts. 

Willo. And daily new exactions arc 
devis’d. 

As blanks, benevolences, and I wot not 
what; 

But what, a Cod’s name, doth become of 
this ? 

North, Wars I ath not wasted it, for 
wan 'd he hath not, 

But basely yielded upon compromise 
That which his noble ancestors achiev'd 
with bknvs. 

More hath he spent in peace than they in 
wars. 

Ross, Ihe Earl of Wiltshire hath the 
realm in farm. 

Wide, rhe King’s grown l)ankrupt like 
a broken man. 

North. Reproach and dissolution hangetli 
over him. 

Ross. He hath not money for these Irish 
wars, 

His burdenous taxations notwithstanding, 
But by the robbing of the banish’d Duke. 

North, His noble kinsman—most de> 
generate king! 

But, lords, w'c hear this fearful tempest sing. 
Yet seek no shelter to avoid the storm ; 
We see the wind sit sore upon our sails, ^65 
And yet we strike not, but securely perish. 

Ross, We see the very wreck that we 
must sillier; 

And unavoided is the danger now 
For suffering so the causes of our wreck. 

North. Not so ; even through the hollow 
eyes of death .^.70 

I spy life peering ; but I dare not say 
How near the tidings of our comfort is. 

Willo. Nay, let us share thy thoughts as 
thou dost ours. 

Ross, Be confident to speak, Northumber¬ 
land. 

We three are but thyself, and, speaking so, 
Tny words are but as thoughts ; therefore 
be bold. 276 

North. Then thus : I have from Le Port 
Blanc, a bay 

In Brittany, receiv’d intelligence 
That Harry Duke of Hereford, Rainold 
Lord Cobham, 

That late broke from the Duke of Exeter, 
His brother, Archbishop late of Canterbuiy', 
Sir Thomas Erpingham, Sir John Ramston, 
Sir John Norbery, Sir Robert Waterton,; 

and Francis Quoint— 

AH these, well furnish’d by the Duke of 
Britaine, 285 


With eight tall ships, three thousand men 
of war, 

Are making hither with all due expedience, 
And shortly mean to touch our northern 
shore. 

Perhaps they had ere this, but that they 
stay 289 

The first departing of the King for Ireland. 
If then we shall shake off our slavish yoke, 
Imp out our drooping country's broken 
wing, 

Redeem from broking pawn the blemish'd 
crown, 

Wipe oil the dust that hides our sceptre's 

And make high majesty look like itself, 295 
Away with me in post to Ravenspurgh ; 
But if you faint, as fearing to do so, 

Stay and be secret, and myself will go. 

Ross. To horse, to horse 1 Urge doubts 
to them that fear. 

Willo. Hold out my horse, and 1 will first 
be there. [Exeunt, 

Scene 11 . Windsor Castle. 

Enter Queen, Bushy, and Bacot. 

Bushy. Madam, your Majesty is too much 
sad. 

You promis'd, when you parted with the 
King, 

To lay aside life-harming heaviness 
And entertain a cheerful disposition. 

Queen, To please the King, 1 did ; to 
please myself 5 

I cannot do it; yet 1 know no cause 
Why 1 should welcome such a guest as grief. 
Save bidding farewell to so sweet a guest 
As my sweet Richard. Yet again methinks 
Some unborn sorrow, ripe in fortune's 
womb, JO 

Is coming tow'ards me, and my inward soul 
With nothing trembles. At some thing it 
grieves 

More than with parting from my lord the 
King. 

Bushy. Each substance of a grief hath 
twenty shadows, J4 

Which shows like grief itself, but is not so ; 
For sorrow's eye, glazed with blinding tears, 
Divides one thing entire to many objects, 
Like perspectives which, rightly gaz’d upon. 
Show nothing hut confusion—cy'd awry, 
Distinguish form. So your sweet Majesty, 
Looking awry upon your lord’s departure, 
Find shapes of grief more than himself to 
wail; 

Which, look’d on as it is, is nought but 
shadows 

Of what it is not. Then, thrice-gracious 
Queen, 

More than your lord's departure weep not 
—more is not seen ; 25 

Or if It be, 'tis with false sorrow's eye. 
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Which for things true weeps things 
imaginary. 

Queen, It may be so ; but yet my inward 
SJUl 

Persuades me it is otherwise. Howe’er it be, 
I cannot but be sad ; so heavy sad 3' 
As—though, on thinking, on no thought I 
think— 

Makes me with heavy nothing faint and 
shrink. 

Bushy, ’Tis nothing but conceit, my 
gracious lady. 

Queen, ’Tis nothing less : conceit is still 
deriv’d 

From some forefather grief; mine is not so. 
For nothing hath begot my something 
grief, V' 

Or something hath the nothing that I 
grieve; 

’Tis in reversion that 1 do possess— 

But what it is that is not yet known what, 
I cannot name; ’tis nameless woe, I wot. 

Enter Green. 

Green, God save your Majesty I and well 
met, gentlemen. 41 

I hope the King is not yet shipp’d for 
Ireland. 

Queen, Why hopest thou so ? ’Tis l^etter 
hope he is; 

For his designs crave haste, his haste good 
hope. 

Then wherefore dost thou hope he is not 
shipp’d ? 45 

Green, That he, our hope, might have 
retir’d his power 

And driven into despair an enemy’s hope 
Who strongly hath set footing in this 
land. 

The banish’d Bolingbroke repeals himself, 
And with uplifted arms is safe arriv’d 50 
At Ravenspurgh. 

Queen, Now God in heaven forbid ! 

Green, Ah, madam, ’tis too true; and 
that is worse. 

The Lord Northumberland, his son young 
Henry Percy, 

The Lords of Ross, Beaumond, and 
Willoughby, 

With all their powerful friends, are fled to 
him. 55 

Bushy, Why have you not proclaim’d 
Northumberland 

And all the rest revolted faction traitors ? 

Green. We have ; whereupon the Earl of 
Worcester 

Hath broken his staff, resign’d his steward¬ 
ship. 

And all the household servants fled with 
him (>o 

To Bolingbroke. 

Queen, So, Green, thou art the midwife to 
my woe, | 

And Bolingbroke my sorrow’s dismal heir. I 
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Now hath my soul brought forth her 
prodigy; 

And I, a gasping new-deliver’d mother, 65 
Have woe to woe, sorrow to sorrow join'd. 

Bushy. Despair not, madam. 

Queen. Who shall hinder me ? 

I will despair, and be at enmity 
With cozening hope—he is a flatterer, 

A parasite, a keeper-back of death, 70 
Who gently would dissolve the bands of 
life, 

Which false hope lingers in extremity. 

Enter York. 

Green. Here comes the Duke of York, 

Queen. With signs of war about his aged 
neck. 

O, full of careful business are his looks ! 75 
Uncle, for God’s sake, speak comfortable 
words. 

York. Should I do so, 1 should belie my 
thoughts. 

Comfort’s in heaven ; and we are on the 
earth, 

Where nothing lives but crosses, cares, and 
grief. 

Your husband, he is gone to save far off, «o 
Whilst others come to make him lose at 
home. 

Here am I left to underprop his land, 

Who, weak with age, cannot support my¬ 
self. 

Now comes the sick hour that his surfeit 
made; 

Now shall he tr>’ his friends that flatter’d 
him. 85 

Enter a Servingman. 

Serv. My lord, your son was gone before 
I came. 

York. He was—why so go all which way 
it will 1 

The nobles they are fled, the commons they 
arc cold 

And will, I fear, revolt on Hereford’s side. 
Sirrah, get thee to Plashy, to my sister 
Gloucester; 00 

Bid her send me presently a thousand 
pound. 

Hold, take my ring. 

Serv. My lord, 1 had forgot to tell your 
lordship, 

To-day, as I came by, I called there— 

But I shall grieve you to report the rest. 95 

York. What is’t, knave ? 

Serv, An hour before I came, the Duchess 
died. 

York. God for his mercy ! what a tide of 
woes 

Comes rushing on this woeful land at once I 
1 know not what to do. 1 would to God, joo 
So my untruth had not provok’d him to it, 
The King had cut off my head with my 
brother’s. 
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What, are there no posts dispatched for 
Ireland ? 

How shall we do for money for these wars ? 
Come, sister—cousin, I would say—pray, 
pardon me. 105 

Go, fellow, get thee home, provide some 
carts, 

And bring away the armour that is there. 

[Exit Servingman. 

Gentlemen, will you go muster men ? 

If I know how or which way to order these 
affairs 

Thus disorderly thrust into my hands, nf. 
Never believe me. Both are my kinsmen. 
T’one is my sovereign, whom both my 
oath 

And duty bids defend ; t’other again 
Is my kinsman, whom the King hath 
wrong’d. 

Whom conscience and my kindred bids to 
right. I j 3 

Well, somewhat we must do.—Come, 
cousin, 

ril dispose of you. Gentlemen, go muster 
up your men. 

And meet me presently at Berkeley. 

I should to Plashy too, 1 .0 

But time will not permit. All is uneven. 
And everything is left at six and seven. 

[Exeunt York and Queen. 

Bushy. The wind sits fair for news to go 
to Ireland. 

But none returns. For us to levy power 
Proportionable to the enemy i.!5 

Is all unpossihlc. 

Green. Besides, our nearness to the King 
in love 

Is near the hate of those love not the King. 

Bagot. And that is the wavering com¬ 
mons ; for their love 

Lies in their purses; and whoso empties 
them, 130 

By so much fills their hearts with deadly 
hate. 

Bushy. Wherein the King stands gener¬ 
ally condemn’d. 

Bagot. If judgment lie in them, then so 
do we, 

Because we ever have been near the King. 

Green. Well, I will for refuge straight to 
Bristow Castle. 135 

The Earl of Wiltshire is already there. 

Bushy. Thither will I with you; for 
little office 

Will the hateful commons perform for us, 
Except like curs to tear us all to pieces. 
Will you go along with us ? 140 

Bagot. No; I will to Ireland to his 
Majesty. 

Farewell. If heart’s presages be not vain. 
We three here part that ne’er shall meet 
again. 

Bushy. That’s as York thrives to beat 
back Bolingbroke. 


Green, Alas, poor Duke I the task he 
undertakes 145 

Is numb'ring sands and drinking oceans 
dry. 

Where one on his side fights, thousands 
will fly, 

Farewx ‘11 at once—for once, for all, and 
ever. 

Bushy. Well, we may meet again. 

Bagot. I fear me, never. [Excimf. 

ScENH 111 . Gloucestershire. 

Enter Bolingbroke and Northumber¬ 
land, ivith Forces. 

Boling. How far is it, my lord, to 
Berkeley now ? 

North. Believe me, noble lord, 

I am a stranger here in Gloucestershire. 
These high wild hills and rough uneven 
ways 

Draws out our miles, and makes them 
wearisome; 3 

And yet your fair discourse hath been as 
sugar. 

Making the hard way sweet and delectable. 
But 1 bethink me what a weary way 
From Ravenspurgh to Cotswold will be 
found 

In Ross and Willoughby, wanting your 
company, 10 

Which, I protest, hath very much beguil’d 
The tediousness and process of my travel. 
But theirs is swcet’ned with the hope to 
have 

The present benefit which 1 possess ; 

And hope to joy is little less in joy 15 

Than hope enjoy’d. By this the weary lords 
Shall make their way seem short, as mine 
hath done 

By sight of what I have, your noble com¬ 
pany, 

Boling. Of much less value is my com¬ 
pany 

Than your good words. But who comes 
here ? 20 

Enter Harry Percy. 

North. It is my son, young Harry Percy, 
Sent from my brother Worcester, whence¬ 
soever, 

Harry, how fares your uncle ? 

Percy. I had thought, my lord, to have 
learn’d his health of you. 

North. Why, is he not with the Queen ? 25 

Percy. No, my good lord; he hath 
forsook the court. 

Broken his staff of office, and dispers’d 
The household of the King. 

North. What was his reason ? 

He was not so resolv’d when last we spake 
together. 

Percy. Because your lordship was pro¬ 
claimed traitor. 30 
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But he, my lord, is gone to Ravcnspurgh, 
To olfer service to tne Duke of Hereford ; 
And sent me over by Berkeley, to discover 
What power the Duke of York had levied 
there; 

Then with directions to repair to Ravens- 
purgh* 35 

North. Have you forgot the Duke of 
Hereford, boy ? 

Percy. No, my good lord ; for that is not 
forgot 

Which ne’er I did remember; to my 
knowledge, 

I never in ray life did look on him. 

North. Then learn to know him now ; 
this is the Duke. 40 

Percy. My gracious lord, I tender you my 
service, 

Such as it is, being tender, raw, and young ; 
Wiiich elder days shall ripen, and confirm 
To more approved service and desert. 

Boling. I thank thee, gentle Percy ; and 
be sure a5 

I count myself in nothing else so happy 
As in a soul rememb’ring my good friends ; 
And as my fortune ripens with thy love. 

It shall be still thy true love’s recompense. 
My heart this covenant makes, my hand 
thui seals it. 50 

North. How far is it to Berkeley ? And 
what stir 

Keeps good old York there with his men of 
war ? 

Percy. There stands the castle, by yon 
tuft of trees, 

Mann'd with three hundred men, as I have 
heard; 

And in it are the Lords of York, Berkeley, 
and Seymour— 55 

None else of name and noble estimate. 

Enter Ross and Willoughby. 

North. Here come the Lords of Ross and 
Willoughby, 

Bloody with spurring, fiery-red with haste. 

Boling. Welcome, my lords. I wot your 
love pursues 

A banish’d traitor. All my treasury f>o 

Is yet but unfelt thanks, wliich, more 
enrich’d, 

Shall be your love and labour's recompense. 

Ross. Your presence makes us rich, most 
noble lord. 

WiUo. And far surmounts our labour to 
attain it. 

Boling. Evermore thanks, the exchequer 
of the poor ; ^ s 

Which, till my infant fortune comes to 
years, 

Stands for my bounty. But who comes here ? 

Enter Berkeley. 

North. It is my Lord of Berkeley, as I 
guess. 


[Act 2 

Berk. My Lord of Hereford, my message 
is to you. 

Boling. My lord, my answer is—' to 
Lancaster'; 70 

And I am come to seek that name in 
England ; 

And I must find that title in your tongue 
Before I make reply to aught you say. 

Berk. Mistake me not, my lord ; ’tis not 
my meaning 

To raze one title of your honour out. 75 
To you, my lord, 1 come—what lord you 
wall— 

From the most gracious regent of this land. 
The Duke of York, to know what pricks 
you on 

To take advantage of the absent time. 
And fright our native peace with self-borne 
arms, So 

Enter York, attended. 

Boling. I shall not need transport my 
words by you ; 

Here comes liis Grace in person. My noble 
untie I IKwcds. 

York. Show me thy humble heart, and 
not thy knee. 

Whose duty is deceivabic and false. 

Boling. My gracious uncle !— Ss 

York. Tut, tut! 

Grace me no grace, nor uncle me no uncle. 
I am no traitor’s uncle ; and that word 
‘ grace ’ 

In an ungracious mouth is but profane. 
Why have those banish’d and forbidden 
legs •JO 

Oar’d once to touch a dust of England’s 
ground ? 

But then more ‘ why ? ’—why have they 
dar'd to march 

So many miles upon her peaceful bosom, 
Frighting her pale-fac’d villages with war 
And ostentation of despised arms ? q 5 
Cv^m'st thou because the anointed King is 
hence ? 

Why, foolish boy, the King is left behind, 
And in my loyal bosom lies his power. 
Were 1 but now lord of such hot youth 
As when brave Gaunt, thy father, and 
myself 100 

Rescued the Black Prince, that young Mars 
of men. 

From forth the ranks of many thousand 
French, 

O, then how quickly should this arm of 
mine, 

Now prisoner to the palsy, chastise thee 
And minister correction to thy fault 1 105 

Boling. My gracious uncle, let me know 
my fault; 

On what condition stands it and wherein ? 

York. Even in condition of the worst 
degree— 

In gross rebellion and detested treason. 
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Thou art a banish’d man, and here art 
come no 

Before the expiration of thy time. 

In braving arms against thy sovereign. 

Boling, As I was banish’d, 1 was banish’d 
Hereford ; 

But as I come, I come for Lancaster. 

And, noble uncle, 1 beseech your Grace ns 
Look on my wrongs with an indifferent eye. 
You are my father, for methinks in you 
I see old Gaunt alive. O, then, my father. 
Will you permit that I shall stand con¬ 
demn’d 

A wandering vagabond ; my rights and 
royalties 

Pluck’d from my arms perforce, and given 
away 

To upstart unthrifts ? Wherefore was I 
born ? 

If that my cousin king be King in England, 
It must be granted 1 am Duke of Lancaster. 
You havT a son, Aumerle, my noble cousin ; 
Had you first died, and he been thus trod 
down, 126 

He should have found his uncle Gaunt a 
father 

To rouse his wrongs and chase them to the 
bay. 

I am denied to sue my livery here. 

And yet my letters patents give me leave. 
My father’s goods are all distrain'd and 
sold; i .o 

And these and all arc all amiss employ’d. 
What would you have me do ? I am a 
subject, 

And 1 challenge law—attorneys are denied 
me ; 

And therefore personally I lay my claim 
To my inheritance of free descent. t3'> 

North. The noble Duke hath been too 
much abused. 

Ross. It .stands your Grace upon to do 
him right. 

Willo. Base men by his endowments are 
made great. 

York. My lords of England, let me tell 
you this : 

I have had feeling of my cousin’s wrongs. 
And labour’d all I could to do him right; 
But in this kind to come, in braving arms, 
Be his own carver and cut out his way. 

To find out right with wrong—it may not 
be; » 

And you that do abet him in this kind 
Cherish rebellion, and are rebels aU. 

North. The noble Duke hath sworn his 
coming is 

But for his own ; and for the right of that 
We all have strongly sworn to give him aid; 
And let him never see joy that breaks that 
oath! IS I 

York. Well, well, 1 see the issue of these 
arms. 

I cannot mend it, I must needs confess. 
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Because my power is weak and all ill left; 
But if I could, by Him that gave me life, 155 
1 would attach you all and make you stoop 
Unto the sovereign mercy of the King; 
But since 1 cannot, be it known unto you 
I do remain as neuter. So, fare you well; 
Unless you please to enter in the castle, lOo 
And there repose you for this night. 
Boling. An offer, uncle, that we will 
accept. 

But we must win your Grace to go with us 
To Bristow Castle, which they say is held 
By Bushy, Bagot, and their complices, 165 
The caterpillars of the commonwealth, 
Which I have sv/orn to weed and pluck 
away. 

York. It may be 1 will go with you ; but 
yet I'll pause, 

For I am loath to break our country’s laws. 
Nor friends nor foes, to me welcome you are. 
Things past redress are now with me past 
care. [Exeunt. 

ScENii IV. A camp in Wales. 

Enter Earl of Salisbury and a Welsh 
Captain. 

Cap. My Lord of Salisbury, we have 
stay’d ten days 

And hardly kept our countrymen together. 
And yet we hear no tidings from the King ; 
Therefore we will disperse ourselves. 
Farewell. 

Sal. Stay yet another day, thou trusty 
Welshman; 5 

The king reposeth all his confidence in thee. 
Cap. ’Tis thought the King is dead ; we 
will not stay. 

The bay trees in our country are all 
wither'd, 

And meteors fright the fixed stars of heaven; 
The pale-fac’d moon looks bloody on the 
earth, 30 

And lean-look'd prophets whisper fearful 
change; 

Rich men look sad, and ruffians dance and 
leap— 

The one in fear to lose what they enjoy. 
The other to enjoy by rage and war. 

These signs forerun the death or fall of 
kings. 15 

Farewell. Our countrymen are gone and fled. 
As well assur’d Richard their King is dead. 

(Exit. 

Sal. Ah, Richard, with the eyes of heavy 
mind, 

I see thy glory like a shooting star 
Fall to the base earth from the firmament I 
The sun sets weeping in the lowly west. 
Witnessing storms to come, woe, and 
unrest; 22 

Thy friends are fled, to wait upon thy foes ; 
And crossly to thy good all fortune goes. 

[Exit. 
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ACT THREE 

Scene L Dolingbroke*s camp at BristoU 

Enter Bolingbroke, York, Northumber¬ 
land, Percy, Ross, Willoughby, with 
Bushy and Green, prisoners, 

Boling, Bring forth these men. 

Bushy and Green, 1 will not vex your 
souls— 

Since presently your souls must part your 
bodies— 

With too much urging your pernicious lives. 
For Twere no charity ; yet, to wash your 
blood 5 

From orT my hands, here in the view of men 
I will unfold some causes of your deaths: 
You have misled a prince, a royal king, 

A happy gentleman in blood and linea¬ 
ments, 

By you unhappied and disfigured clean ; lo 
You have in manner with your sinful hours 
Made a divorce betwixt his queen and him ; 
Broke the possession of a royal bed. 

And stain'd the beauty of a fair queen's 
cheeks 

With tears drawn from her eyes by your 
foul wrongs ,* ^5 

Myself—a prince by fortune of my birth, 
Near to the King in blood, and near in 
love 

Till you did make him misinterpret me— 
Have stoop’d my neck under your injuries 
And sigh’d my English breath in foreign 
clouds, :o 

Eating the bitter bread of banishment, 
Wliilst you have fed upon my signories, 
Dispark’d my parks and fell’d my forest 
wwds. 

From my own window's torn my household 
coat, -4 

Ras’d out my imprese, leaving me no sign 
Save men’s opinions and my living blood 
To show the world I am a gentleman. 

This and much more, much more than 
twice all this. 

Condemns you to the death. See them 
delivered over 

To execution and the hand of death. 30 
Bushy, More welcome is the stroke of 
death to me 

Than Bolingbroke to England. Lords, fare- 
w'ell. 

Green, My comfort is that heaven will 
take our souls, 

And plague injustice with the pains of hell. 
Boling, My Lord Northumberland, see 
them dispatch’d. 35 

[Exeunt Northumberland, and others, 
with the prisoners. 

Uncle, you say the Queen is at your house; 
For God’s sake, fairly let her be entreated. 
Tell her I send to her my kind commends; 
Take special care my greetuigs be delivered. 
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York, A gentleman of mine 1 have dis- 
patch’d 40 

With letters of your love to her at large. 

Boling, Thanks, gentle uncle. Come, 
lords, away, 

To fight with Giendower and his complices. 
Awhile to work, and alter holiday. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. The coast of Wales, A castle in 
view. 

Drums, Flourish and colours. Enter the 

King, the Bishop of Carlisle, Aumerle 

and Soldiers. 

K. Rich. Barkloiighly Castle call they 
this at hand ? 

Aum. Yea, my lord. How brooks your 
Grace the air 

After your late tossing on the breaking 
seas ? 

K, Rich. Needs must I like it well. I weep 
for joy 

To stand upon my kingdom once again. 5 
Dear earth, I do salute thee with my hand, 
Though rebels wound thee with their 
horses* hoofs. 

As a long-parted mother with her child 
Plays fondly with her tears and smiles in 
meeting, g 

So weeping-smiling greet I thee, my earth, 
And do thee favours with my royal hands. 
Feed not thy sovereign’s foe, my gentle 
earth. 

Nor with thy sweets comfort his ravenous 
sense; 

But let thy spiders, that suck up thy venom. 
And heavy-gaited toads, lie in their w ay, 15 
Doing annoyance to the treacherous feet 
Which with usurping steps do trample 
thee; 

Yield stinging nettles to mine enemies ; 
And when they from thy bosom pluck a 
flower, 

uard it, 1 pray thee, with a lurking adder. 
Whose double tongue may with a mortal 
touch 21 

Throw death upon thy sovereign’s enemies. 
Mock not my senseless conjuration, lords. 
This earth shall have a feeling, and these 
stones 

Prove armed soldiers, ere her native King 
Shall falter under foul rebellion’s arms, 

Car, Fear not, my lord ; that Power that 
made you king 

Hath power to keep you king in spite of all. 
The means that heaven yields must be 
embrac’d 2g 

And not neglected ; else, if heaven would. 
And we will not, heaven’s offer we refuse. 
The proffered means of succour and redress. 

Aum, He means, my lord, that we are tco 
remiss; 

Whilst Bolingbroke, through our security. 
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Grow 5 strong and great in subitance and in 
power. ^ 

K, Rich* Discomfortable cousin ! know*st 
thou not 

That when the searching eye of heaven i> 
hid, 

Behind the globe, that lights the lower world, 
Then thieves and robbers range abroad 
unseen 3 

In murders and in outrage boldly here ; 
But when from under this terrestrial brdl 
He fires the proud tops of the eastern pines 
And darts his light through every guilty 
hole. 

Then murders, treasons, and detested sins, 
'I'he clt ak of night being pluck’d from off 
their backs, 15 

Stand bare and naked, trembling at them¬ 
selves ? 

So when this thief, this traitor, Boling- 
broke, 

Who all this while liath revell’d in the night, 
Whilst we were wand’ring with the 
Antipodes, 4'.i 

Shall sec us rising in our throne, the east. 
His treasons will sit blushing in his face, 
Not able to endure (he sight of day, 

But self-afTrightcd tremble at his sin. 

Not all the water in the rough rude sea 
Can wash the balm off from an anointed 
king; 53 

The breath of worldly men cannot depose 
The deputy elected by the Lord. 

For every man that Bolingbroke hath 
press'd 

To lift shrewd steel against our golden 
crown, 

God for his Richard hath in heavenly pay 
A glorious angel. Then, if angels fight, t i 
Weak men must fall; for heaven still 
guards the right. 

Efiter Salisbury. 

Welcome, my lord. How far off* lies your 
power ? 

Sal* Nor near nor farther off, my gracious 
lord, 

Than this weak arm. Discomfort guides my 
tongue, 05 

And bids me speak of nothing but despair. 
One day too late, 1 fear me, noble lord, 
Hath clouded all thy happy days on earth. 
O, call back yesterday, bid time return. 
And thou shalt have twelve thousand 
fighting men! 70 

To-day, to-day, unhappy day, too late, 
O'erthrows thy joys, friends, fortune, and 
thy state; ' 

For all the Welshmen, hearing thou wert 
dead, 

Are gone to Bolingbroke, dispers’d, and 
fled. 

Aum. Comfort, my liege, why looks your 
Grace so pale ? 75 
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K. Rich. But now the blood of twenty 
thousand men 

Did triumph in my face, and they are fled ; 
And, till so much blood thither come again, 
Have I not reason to look pale and dead ? 
All souls that will be safe, fly from my side; 
For time hath set a blot upon my pride. 

Aum. Comfort, my liege ; remember who 
you arc. 82 

K. Rich. I had forgot myself; am 1 not 
King ? 

Awake, thou coward majesty! thou 
sleepest. 

Is not the King’s name twenty thousand 
names ? 85 

Arm, arm, my name ! a puny subject strikes 
At thy great glory. Look not to the ground. 
Ye favourites of a king ; are we not high ? 
High be our thoughts. 1 know my uncle 
York 

Hath power enough to serve our turn. But 
who comes here ? yo 

Enter Scroop. 

Scroop. More health and happiness betide 
iny liege 

Than can my care-tun'd tongue deliver 
him. 

K* Rich. Mine ear is open and my heart 
prepar’d. 

The worst is worldly loss thou canst unfold. 
Say, is my kingdom lost ? Why, ’twas my 
care; 95 

And what loss is it to be rid of care ? 
Strives Bolingbroke to be as great as we ? 
Greater he shall not be ; if he serve God, 
We’ll serve him too, and be his fellow^ so. 
Revolt our subjects ? That we cannot 
mend; 100 

They break their faith to God as well as us. 
Cry woe, destruction, ruin, and decay— 
The worst is death, and death will have his 
day. 

Scroop. Glad am I that your Highness is 
so arm’d 

To bear the tidings of calamity. 105 

Like an unseasonable stormy day 
Which makes the silver rivers drown their 
shores, 

As if the world were all dissolv’d to tears. 
So high above his limits swells the rage 
Of Bolingbroke, covering your fearful land 
With hard bright steel and hearts harder 
than steel. m 

White-beards have arm'd their thin and 
hairless scalps 

Against thy majesty ; boys, with women’s 
voices, 

Strive to speak big, and clap their female 
joints 

In stiff unwieldy arms against thy crown ; 
Thy very beadsmen learn to bend their 
bows 1X6 

Of double-fatal yew against thy state; 
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Yea, dibtaff-women manage rusty bills 
Against thy seat: both young and old 
rebel, 

And all goes worse than I have power to 
tell. 1*0 

K. Rich, Too well, too well thou tell’st a 
tale so ill. 

Where is the Earl of Wiltshire ? Where is 
Ba got ? 

What is become of Bushy? Where is 
Green ? 

That they have let the dangerous enemy 
Measure our confines with such peaceful 
steps ? 1-5 

If we preN'ail, their heads shall pay for it. 
I warrant they have made peace with 
Bolingbroke. 

Scroop. Peace have they made with him 
indeed, my lord. 

K, Rich. O villains, vipers, damn'd with¬ 
out redemption ! 

Dogs, easily won to fawn on any man ! 
Snakes, in my heart-blood warm’d, that 
sting my heart! 

Three Judases, each one thrice worse than 
Judas 1 

Would they make peace ? Terrible hell 
m ikc war 

Upon their spotted souls for this offence! 

Sooop. Sweet love, I see, changing his 
property, iv. 

Turns to the sourest and most deadly hate. 
Again uncursc their souls ; their peace is 
made 

With heads, and not with hands; those 
whom you curse 

Have felt the worst of death’s destroying 
wound 

And lie full low, grav'd in the hollow ground. 

Aum. Is Bushy. Green, and the Earl of 
Wiltshire dead ? ui 

Scroop. Ay, all of them at Bristow lost 
their heads. 

Aum. Where is the Duke my father with 
his power ? 

K. Rich. No matter where—of comfort 
no man speak. 

Let's talk of graves, of worms, and epitaphs: 
Make dust our paper, and with rainy 
eyes 146 

Write sorrow on the bosom of the earth. 
Let's choose executors and talk of wills ; 
And yet not so—for what can we bequeath 
Save our deposed bodies to the ground ? 15^ 
Our lands, our lives, and all, are Boling- 
broke's, 

And nothing can we call our own but death 
And that small model of the barren earth 
Which serves as paste and cover to our 
bones. 134 

For God's sake let us sit upon the ground 
And tell sad stories of the death of kings : 
How some have been depos'd, some slain 
in war, 
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Some haunted by the ghosts they have 
depos'd, 

Some poison'd by their wives, some sleep¬ 
ing kill’d, j?) 

All murder'd—for within the hollow^ crown 
That rounds the mortal temples of a king 
Keeps Death his court; and there the aiitic 
sits, 

Scoffing his state and grinning at his pomp ; 
Allowing him a breath, a little scene. 

To monarchize, be fear’d, and kill with 
looks ; i< 5 

Infusing him with self and vain conceit, 

As if this flesh which walls about our life 
Were brass impregnable ; and, humour’d 
thus, 

Comes at the last, and with a little pin 
Bores through his castle wall, and farewell, 
king! K'o 

Cover your heads, and mock not flesh and 
blood 

With solemn reverence; throw away 
respect. 

Tradition, form, and ceremonious duty ; 
For you have but mistook me all this while. 
I live with bread like you, feel want, 173 
Taste grief, need friends ; subjected thus, 
How can you say to me I am a king ? 

Car. My lord, wise men ne'er sit and wail 
their woes. 

But presently prevent the w’ays to wail. 

To fear the foe, since fear oppresseth 
strength, iSo 

Gives, in your weakness, strength unto your 
foe. 

And so your follies fight against yourself. 
Fear and be slain—no worse can come to 
fight; 

And fight and die is death destroying death. 
Where fearing dying pays death servile 
breath. if-5 

Aum. My father hath a power ; inquire 
of him, 

And learn to make a body of a limb. 

K. Rich. Thou chid’st me well. Proud 
Bolingbroke, 1 come 

To change blows with thee for our day of 
doom. 

This ague fit of fear is over-blown ; 190 

An easy task it is to win our own. 

Say, Scroop, where lies our uncle with his 
power ? 

Speak sweetly, man, although thy looks be 
sour. 

Scroop. Men judge by the complexion of 
the sky 

The state and indination of the day ; 

So may you by my dull and heavy eye, 

My tongue hath but a heavier talc to say. 

I play the torturer, by small and small 
To lengthen out the worst that must be 
spoken: 199 

Your uncle York is join'd with Bolingbroke; 
And all your northern castles yielded up. 
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And all your southern gentlemen in arms 
Upon his party. 

K. Rich* Thou hast said enough. 

[To Aumi^rle] Beshrew thee, cousin, which 
didst lead me forth 

Of that sweet way 1 was in to despair! -os 
What say you now ? What comfort have 
we now ? 

By heaven, 1/11 hate him everlastingly 
That bids me he of comfort any more. 

Go to Flint Castle ; there I’ll pine away ; 
A king, woe's slave, shall kingly woe obey. 
That power I have, discharge ; and let 
them go 21 j 

To ear the land that hath some hope to 
grow, 

For I have none. I.ct no man speak again 
To alter this, for counsel is but vain. 

Arim. My liege, one word. 

K. Rich, lie does me double wrong 

That wounds me with the flatteries of his 
tongue. 

Discharge my followers ; let them hence 
away, 

From Richard’s night to Bolingbroke’s fair 
day. [Kxejuit. 

ScfiNE III. Wales, Before Flint Castle, 

EnieVt with drum and colours, Boling- 

imoKE, York, Northumuerland, and 

Forces. 

Boling, So that by this intelligence we 
learn 

The Welshmen are dispers’d; and Salis¬ 
bury 

Is gone to meet the King, who lately landed 
With some few private friends upon this 
coast. 

North, The news is very fair and good, 
my lord. 

Richard not far from hence hath hid his 
head. 

York, It would beseem the Lord North¬ 
umberland 

To say ' King Richard’. Alack the heavy 
day 

When such a sacred king should hide his 
head I 

North, Y^our Grace mistakes ; only to be 
brief, 

Left I his title out. 

York, The time hath I>een, 

Would you have been so brief with him, he 
would 

Have been so brief with you to shorten you, 
For taking so the head, your whole head’s 
length. 

Boling, Mistake not, uncle, further than 
you should. e'- 

York, Take not, good cousin, further than 
you should, 

Lest you mistake. The heavens are over 
our heads. 


Boling, 1 know it, uncle ; and oppose not 
myself 

Against their will. But w'ho comes here ? 

Enter Percy. 

Welcome, Harry. What, will not this castic 
yield ? -o 

Percy, The castle royally is matui’d, my 
lord, 

Against thy entrance. 

Boling, Royally ! 

Why, it contains no king ? 

Percy. Yes, my good lord, 

It doth contain a king ; King Richard lies 
Within the limits of yon lime a?Hi sfene ; 
And with him are the Lord Aumerle, Lord 
Salisbury, 

Sir Stephen Scroop, besides a clergyman 
Of holy reverence ; who, I cannot learn. 

North. O, belike it is the Bishop of 
Carlisle. 

Boling. [To Nordmuiberland] Noble lord. 
Go to the rude ribs of that ancient castle; 
Thiough brazen trumpet send the breath 
of parley 

Into his ruin’d ears, and thus deliver : 
Henry Bclingbroke .35 

On both his knees dotli kiss King Richard's 
hand, 

And sends allegiance and true faith of heart 
To his most royal person ; hither come 
Even at his feet to lay my arms and power, 
Provided that my banishment repeal'd 10 
And lands restor’d again be freely granted ; 
If not, I’ll use the advantage cf my power 
And lay the summer's dust with showers of 
blood 

Rain’d from the wounds of slaughtered 
Englishmen ; 

The which hewv far off from the mind of 
Bclingbroke 15 

It is such crimson tempest should bcdrcnch 
The fresh green lap of fair King Richard’s 
land, 

My stooping duty tenderly shall show'. 

Go, signify as much, while here we march 
Upon the grassy carpet of this plain. 50 
[l^Wthumberland advances to the 
Castle, with a iruwfct. 
Let's march without the noise of threat'n- 
ing drum, 

That from this castle’s tottered battlements 
Our fair appointments may be well perus’d. 
Methinks King Richard and myself sliould 
meet 

With no less terror than the elements 55 
Of fire and water, when their thiind’ring 
shock 

At meeting tears the cloudy cheeks of 
heaven. 

Be he the fire, I’ll be the yielding water ; 
The rage be his, whilst on the earth I 
rain 5y 

My waters—on the earth, and not on him. 

465 



KING RICHARD THE SECOND 


March on, and mark King Richard how he 
looks. 

Parle without, and answer within ; then a 
flourish. Enter on the walls, the King, 
the Bishop of Carlisle, Aumerle, 
Scroop and Salisbury. 

See, see. King Richard doth himself appear. 
As doth the blushing discontented sun 
From out the fiery portal of the east, 
Wnen he perceives the envious clouds arc 
bent < 5 

To dim his glory and to stain the track 
Of his bright passage to the Occident. 
York. Yet looks he like a king. Behold, 
liis eye, 

As bright as is the eagle’s, lightens forth 
Controlling majesty. Alack, alack, for woe. 
That any harm should stain so fair a show ! 
K. Rich. [To h^orlhumberland] We are 
amaz’d ; and thus long have we 
stood 

To watch the fearful bending of thy knee, 
Because we thought ourself thy lawful king; 
And if we be, how dare thy joints forget 75 
T.) pay their awful duty to our presence / 
If we be not, show us the hand of God 
That hath dismiss’d us from our steward¬ 
ship ; 

For well we know no hand of blood and 
bone 

Can gripe the sacred handle of our sceptre, 
Unless he do profane, steal, or usurp. bi 
And though you think that all, as you have 
done, 

Have torn their souls by turning them from 
us, 

And we are barren and bereft of friends, 
Yet know—^my master, God omnipotent, ^5 
Is mustering in his clouds on our behalf 
Armies of pestilence ; and they shall strike 
Your children yet unborn and unbegot. 
That lift your vassal hands against my bead 
And threat the glory of my precious crown. 
Tell Bolingbroke, for yon methinks he 
stands, 91 

That every stride he makes upon my land 
Is dangerous treason; he is come to open 
The purple testament of bleeding war; 

But ere the crown he looks for live in peace, 
Ten thousand bloody crowns of mothers’ 
sons 

Shall ill become the flower of England’s face. 
Change the complexion of her maid-pale 
peace 

To scarlet Indignation, and bedew 
Her pastures’ grass with faithful English 
blood. 300 

North. The King of Heaven forbid our 
lord the King 

Should with civil and uncivil arms 
Be rush'd upon 1 Thy thrice noble cousin, 
Harry Bolingbroke, doth humbly kiss thy 
hand ; 
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And by the honourable tomb he swears 105 
That stands upon your royal grandsire's 
bones. 

And by the royalties of both your bloods. 
Currents that spring from one most 
gracious head. 

And by the buried hand of warlike Gaunt, 
And by the worth and honour of himself, 
Comprising all that may be sworn or said. 
His coming hither hath no further scope 
Than for his litieal royalties, and to beg 
Enfranchisement immediate on his knees ; 
Which on thy royal party granted once, j 15 
His glittering arms he will commend to rust, 
His barbed steeds to stables, and his heart 
To faithful service of your Majesty. 

This swears he, as he is a prince, is just; 
And as I am a gentleman 1 credit him. 1^0 
K. Rich. Northumberland, say thus the 
King returns : 

His noble cousin is right welcome hither ; 
And all the number of his fair demands 
Shall be accomplish'd without contradic¬ 
tion. 3 .’4 

With all the gracious utterance thou hast 
Speak to his gentle hearing kind commends. 
[To Aurnerle] We do debase ourselves, 
cousin, do we not. 

To look so poorly and to speak so fair ? 
Shall wc call back Northumberland, and 
send 

Defiance to the traitor, and so die ? 

Aum. No, good my lord ; let's fight with 
gentle words 

Till time lend friends, and friends their 
helpful swords. 

K. Rich. O God, O God 1 that e’er this 
tongue of mine 

That laid the sentence of dread banishment 
On yon proud man should take it off again 
With words of sooth ! O that I were as 
great 130 

As is my grief, or lesser than my name 1 
Or that I could forget what I have been ! 
Or not remember what I must be now I 
SwcH’st thou, proud heart ? I’ll give thee 
scope to beat, 140 

Since foes have scope to beat both thee 
and me. 

Aum. Northumberland comes back from 
Bolingbroke. 

K. Rich. What must the King do now ? 
Must he submit ? 113 

The King shall do it. Must he be depos'd ? 
The King shall be contented. Must he lose 
The name of king ? A God’s name, let it go. 
I’U give my jewels for a set of beads. 

My gorgeous palace for a hermitage, 

My gay apparel for an almsman’s gown, 
My figur’d goblets for a dish of wood, 150 
My sceptre for a palmer’s walking staflf, 
My subjects for a pair of carved saints, 
And my large kingdom for a little grave, 

A little little grave, an obscure grave— 
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Or ril be buried in the king's high way, 15 
Some way of common trade, where sub¬ 
jects' feet 

May hourly trample on their sovereign's 
head ; 

For on my heart they tread now whilst 
1 live. 

And buricvl once, why not upon my head ? 
Aumerle, thou weep'st, my tender-hearted 
cousin ! 

We’ll make foul weather with despised 
tears; 

Our sighs and they shall lodge the summer 
corn 

And make a dearth in this revolting land. 
Or shall we play the wantons with our woe.' 
And make some pretty match with shed¬ 
ding tears 1 i< 

As thus : to drop them still upon one place 
Till they have fretted us a pair of gra\ os 
Within the earth ; and, therein laid—there 
lies 

Two kinsmen digg'd their graves with weep¬ 
ing eyes.^ 

Would not this ill do well ^ Well, well, 1 
see 1 ;< 

I talk but idly, and you laugh at me. 

Most mighty prince, my Lord Northumber¬ 
land, 

What says King Bolingbroke ? Will his 
Majesty 

Give Ricliard leave to live till Richard die ? 
You make a leg, and Bolingbroke says ay. 

Norik. My lord, in the base court he doth 
attend 

To speak with you ; may it please you to 
come down ? 

K. Rich. Down, dowm 1 come, like 
glist'ring Phaethon, 

Wanting the manage of unruly jades. 

In the base court ? Base court, where kings 
grow base, 

To come at traitors’ calls, and do them 
grace. 

In the base court ? Come down ? Down, 
court! down, king ! 

F^or night-owls shriek where mounting larks 
should sing. [Exeunt from above. 

Boling. What says his Majesty ? 

North. Sorrow and grief of heart 

Makes him speak fondly, like a frantic man; 
Yet he is come. ’ 

Enter the King, and his Attendants, below. 

Boling. Stand all apart, 

And show fair duty to his Majesty. 

[He kneels down. 

My gracious lord— 

K, Rich. Fair cousin, you debase your 
princely knee 

To make the base earth proud with kissing 
it. 

Me rather had my heart might feel your love 
Than my unpleas’d eye see your courtesy. 
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Up, cousin, up ; your heart is up, I know', 

[Touching his otvn head] Thus high at least, 
although your knee be low. 105 

Boling. My gracious lord, I come but for 
mine own. 

K. Rich. Your own is yours, and 1 am 
yours, and all. 

Boling. So far be mine, my most re¬ 
doubted lord. 

As iny true service shall deserve your love. 

K. Rich. Well you deserve. Thi'y well 
deserve to have 

That know the strong’st and surest way to 
get. 

Uncle, give me your hands ; nay, dry your 
eyes : 

Tears show their love, but want their 
remedies. 

Cousin, I am too young to be your father, 

Though you are old enough to be my lieir. 

What you will have, I'll give, and willing 
too; . 06 

For do we must what force will have us do. 

Set on tow^ards London. Cousin, is it so ? 

Boling. Yea, my good lord. 

K. Rich. Then 1 must not say no. 

[Flourish. Exeunt. 

ScHNK IV. The Duke of York*s garden. 

Enter the Queen and two Ladies. 

Queen. What sport shall we devise here 
in this garden 

To drive away the heavy thought of care ? 

Lady. Madam, we’ll play at bowls. 

Queen. ’Twill make me think the world 
is full of rubs 

And that my fortune runs against the bias. 

Lady. Madam, we’ll dance. 6 

Queen. My legs can keep no measure in 
delight, 

When my poor heart no measure keeps in 
grief; 

Therefore no dancing, girl; some other 
sport. 

Lady. Madam, we’ll tell tales. ic 

Queen. Of sorrow or of joy ? 

Lady, Of either, madam. 

Queen. Of neither, girl; 

For if of joy, being altogether wanting, 

It doth remember me the more of sorrow ; 

Or if of grief, being altogether had, 15 

It adds more sorrow to my want of joy ; 

For what I have I need not to repeat. 

And what 1 want it boots not to complain. 

Lady. Madam, I’ll sing. 

Queen. 'Tis well that thou hast cause ; 

But thou shouldst please me better w'ouldst 
thou weep. 20 

Lady. I could w'eep, madam, would it do 
you good. 

Queen. And I could sing, would weeping 
do me good, 

And never borrow any tear of thee. 
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Enter a Gardener and tivo Servants. 

But stay, here come the gardeners. 

Let's step into the shadow of these trees, 

My wretchedness unto a row of pins. 

They will talk of state, for every one doth so 
Against a change : woe is forerun with woe. 

[Queen attd Ladies retire. 

Card. Go, bind thou up yon dangling 
apricocks. 

Which, like unruly children, make their sire 
Stoop with oppression of their prodigal 
weight; 31 

Give sonic supportance to the bending 
twigs. 

Go thou, and like an executioner 
Cut off the heads of too fast growing sprays 
That look too lofty in our commonwealth : 
All must be even in our government. 3'‘ 
You thus employ'd, 1 will go root away 
The noisome w'ceds which w'ithout profit 
suck 

The soil’s fertility from wholesome flowers. 

Serv. Why should w e, in the compass of a 
pale, in 

Keep law and form and due proportion, 
SaoAing, as in a model, our firm estate, 
When our sea-walled garden, the whole 
land, 

Is full of weeds; her fairest flowers chok’d up. 
Her fruit trees all unprun’d, her hedges 
ruin'd, -u 

Her knots disordered, and her wholesome 
herbs 

Sw’arming with caterpillars ? 

Gat'd. Hold thy peace. 

He that hath suffer’d this disorder’d spring 
Hath now himself met with the fall of leaf; 
The weeds which his broad-spreading leaves 
did shelter, 5« 

That seem’d in eating him to hold him up. 
Are pluck’d up root and all by Boling- 
broke— 

1 mean the Earl of Wiltshire, Bushy, Green. 

Serv. W'hat, are they dead ? 

Gard. They are ; and Bolingbroke 

Hath seiz’d the wasteful king. O, what pity 
is it ->5 

That he had not so trimm'd and dress’d his 
land 

As we this garden ! We at time of year 
Do wound the bark, the skin of our 
fruit trees, 

Lest, being over-proud in sap and blood. 
With too much riches it confound itself; 
Had he done so to great and growing men. 
They might have liv’d to bear, and he to 
taste 

Their fruits of duty. Superfluous branches 
We lop away, that bearing boughs may live; 
Had he done so, himself had borne the 
crown, 65 

Which waste of idle hours hath quite 
thrown down. 
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Serv. What, tliink you the King shall be 
deposed ? 

Gard. Depress'd he is already, and de¬ 
pos’d 

'Tis doubt he will be. Letters came last 
night 

To a dear friend of the good Duke of York’s 
That tell black tidings. 71 

Qiieeii. O, 1 am press’d to death through 
want of speaking \ 

[Cowing fonvard. 
Thou, old Adam’s likeness, set to dress this 
garden. 

How dares thy harsh rude tongue sound 
this iinpleasing news ? 

What Eve, what serpent, hath suggested 
thee 75 

To make a second fall of cursed man ? 

Why dost thou say King Richard is depos'd? 
Dar’st thou, thou little better thing than 
earth. 

Divine his downfall ? Say, where, when, 
and how, 

Cam’st thou by this ill tidings ? Speak, 
thou wretch. 80 

Gard. Pardon me, madam ; little joy 
ha\'e I 

To breathe this news; yet what 1 say is 
true. 

King Ricliard, he is in the mighty hold 
Of Bolingbroke. Their fortunes both are 
weigh’d. 84 

In your lord’s scale is nothing but himself, 
And some few vanities that make him light; 
But in the balance of great Bolingbroke, 
Besides himself, are all the English peers. 
And with that odds he weighs King Richard 
down. 89 

Post you to London, and you will find it so ; 
I speak no more than every one doth know. 

Queen. Nimble mischance, that art so 
light of foot, 

Doth not thy embassage belong to me. 
And am I last that knows it ? O, thou 
thinkest 94 

To serve me last, that I may longest keep 
Thy sorrow in my breast. Come, ladies, go 
To meet at London London's king in woe. 
What, was 1 born to this, that my sad look 
Should grace the triumph of great Boling¬ 
broke ? 

Gard’ner, for telling me these news of woe, 
Pray God the plants thou graft’st may 
never grow! 101 

[Exeunt Queen and Ladies. 

Gard. Poor Queen, so that thy state 
might be no worse, 

I would my skill were subject to thy curse. 
Here did she fall a tear ; here in this place 
ril set a bank of rue, sour herb of grace. 105 
Rue. even for ruth, here shortly shall be 
seen. 

In the remembrance of a weeping queen. 

[Exeunt. 
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ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Wesiminskr Hall, 

Enter, as to the Parliament, Bolingbroke, 
Aumkrle, Northumberland, 1*ercy, 
Fitzwater, Surrey, the Bishop of 
Carlisle, the Abbot of Westminster, 
and Others; Herald, Officers, and Bagot. 

Boling. Call forth Bagot. 

Now, Bagot, freely speak thy mind— 
What thou dost know of noble Gloucester’s 
death ; 

Who wrought it with the King, and who 
perform’d 

The bloody office of his timeless end. 
Bagot. Then set before my face the Lord 
An merle. 

Boling. Cou:dn, stand forth, and look 
upon that man. 

Bagot. My Lord Aumcrle, I know your 
daring tongue 

Scorns to unsay what once it hath deliver’d. 
In that dead time when Gloucester’s death 
was plotted to 

I heard you say ‘ Is not my arm of length, 
That re,acheth from the restful English 
Court 

As far as Calais, to mine uncle’s head ? ’ 
Amongst much other talk that very time 14 
I hearci you say that you had rather refuse 
The oiler of an hundred thousand crowns 
Than Bolingbroke’s return to England ; 
Adding w'itl) il, how ble^t this land would be 
In this your cousin’s death. 

Aum. Princes, and noble lords, 

What answer shall I make to this base man? 
Shall 1 so much dishonour my fair stars .1 
On equal terms to give liim chastisement ? 
Either I must, or have mine honour soil’d 
With the attainder of his slanderous lips. 
There is my gage, the manual seal of death 
That marks thee out for hell. I say thou 
liest, 

And will maintain what thou hast said is 
false 

In thy heart-blood, though being all too 
base 

To stain the temper of my knightly sword. 
Boling. Bagot, forbear; thou shalt not 
take it up. 3 ^ 

Aum. Excepting one, I would he were 
the best 

In all this presence that hath mov’d me so. 
FUz. If that thy valour stand on 
sympathy, 

There is my gage, Aumerle, in gage to thine. 
By that fair sun which shows me where thou 
stand’st, 35 

I heard thee say, and vauntingly thou 
spak’st it, 

That thou wert cause of noble Gloucester's 
death. 

If thou deniest it twenty times, thou liest; 


And I will turn thy falsehcxjd to thy heart, 
Where it was forged, with my rapier’s point. 

Aum. Thou dar’st not, coward, live to see 
that day. 4r 

Fitz. Now, by my soul, I would it were 
this hour. 

Aum. Fitzwater, thou art damn’d to hell 
for this. 

Percy. Aumerle, thou liest; his honour 
is as true 

In this appeal as thou art all unjust; 45 

And that thou art so, there I thro 3 v my 
gage, 

To prove it on thee to the extremest point 
Of mortal breathing. Seize it, if thou 
dar'st. 

Aitm. An if 1 do not, may my hands rot 
off 

And never brandish more revengeful steel 
Over the glittei-ing helmet of my foe ! 51 

Another Lord. 1 task the earth to the like, 
forsworn Aumerle ; 

And spur thee on with full as many lies 
As may be holloa’d in thy treacherous ear 
From sun to sun. There is my honour's 
pawn; 33 

Engage it to the trial, if thcMi darest. 

Aum. Who sets me ekse ? By heaven, I’ll 
throw at all! 

I have a thousand spirits in one breast 
To answer tw’cnty thousand such as you. 

Surrey. My Lord L'itzwater, 1 do remem¬ 
ber well 60 

The very time Aumerle and you did talk. 

Fitz- 'T is very true; you were in 
presence then. 

And you can witness with me this is true. 

Surrey. As false, by heaven, as heaven 
itself is true. 

Fitz- Surrey# thou liest. 

Surrey. honourable boy ! 65 

That lie shall lie so hea3 y on my sword 
That it shall render vengeance and revenge 
Till thou the lie-giver and that lie do lie 
In earth as quiet as thy father’s skull. 

In proof whereof, there is my honour's 
pawn; yo 

Engage it to the trial, if thou dar’st. 

FUz. How fondly dost thou spur a 
forward horse! 

If I dare eat, or drink, or breathe, or live, 
I dare meet Surrey in a wilderness, 

And spit upon him whilst 1 say he lies, 75 
And lies, and lies. There is my bond of 
faith. 

To tie thee to my strong correction. 

As I intend to thrive in this new world, 
Aumerle is guilty of my true appeal. 
Besides, 1 heard the banish’d Norfolk say 
That thou, Aumerle, didst send two of thy 
men 

To execute the noble Duke at Calais. 

Aum. Some honest Christian trust me 
with a gage 
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That Norfolk lies. Here do I throw down 
this. 

If he may be repeal’d to try his honour. 8 
Boling. These differences shall all rest 
under gage 

Till Norfolk be repeal’d—repeal'd he shall 
be 

And, though mine enemy, restor'd again 
To all his lands and signorics. When he 
is return'd, 

Against Aumerle we will enforce his trial. 
Car. That honourable day shall never be 
seen. ox 

Many a time hath banish’d Norfolk fought 
For Jesu Christ in glorious Christian field, 
Streaming the ensign of the Christian cross 
Against black pagans, Turks, and Saracens: 
And, toil'd with works of war, retir’d 
himself 

To Italy ; and there, at Venice, gave 
His body to that pleasant country's earth, 
And his pure soul unto his captain, Christ, 
Under whose colours he had fought so long. 
Boling. Why, Bishop, is Norfolk dead ? 
Car. As surely as I live, my lord. 

Boling. Sweet peace conduct his sweet 
soul to the bosom 

Of good old Abraham! Lords appellants, 
Your differences shall all rest under gage u 
Till we assign you to your days of trial. 

Enter York, attended. 

York. Great Duke of Lancaster, I come 
to thee 

From plume-pluck'd Richard, who with 
willing soul 

Adopts thee heir, and his high sceptre yields 
To the possession of thy royal hand. 
Ascend his throne, descending now from 
him — 

And long live Henry, fourth of that name ! 
Boling. In God’s name, I’ll ascend the 
regal throne. 

Car. Marry, God forbid ! 114 

Worst in this royal presence may I speak. 
Yet best beseeming me to speak the truth. 
Would God that any in this noble presence 
Were enough noble to be upright judge 
Of noble Richard I Then true noblesse 
would no 

Learn him forbearance from so foul a wrong. 
What subject can give sentence on his king? 
And who sits here that is not Richard's 
subject ? 

Thieves are not judg'd but they are by to 
hear, 

Although apparent guilt be seen in them; 
And shall the figure of God’s majesty, 125 
His captain, steward, deputy elect. 

Anointed, crowned, planted many years, 

Be judg’d by subject and inferior breath. 
And he himself not present ? O, forfend 
it, God, 

That in a Christian climate souls refin’d 
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[Act 4 

Should show so heinous, black, obscene a 
deed! 

I speak to subjects, and a subject speaks, 
Stirr’d up by God, thus boldly for his 
king. 

My Lord ot Hereford here, whom you call 
king, 134 

Is a foul traitor to proud Hereford’s king; 
And if you crown him, let me prophesy— 
The blood of English shall manure the 
ground. 

And future ages groan for this foul act; 
Peace shall go sleep w ith Turks and infidels, 
And in this seat of peace tumultuous wars 
Shall kin with kin and kind with kind 
confound; mx 

Disorder, horror, fear, and mutiny. 

Shall here inhabit, and this land be call'd 
The field of Golgotha and dead men’s skulls. 
O, if you raise this house against this house, 
It will the woefullest division prove 
That ever fell upon this cursed earth. 
Prevent it, resist it, let it not be so, 

Lest child, child’s children, cry against you 
woe. 

North. Well have you argued, sir; and, 
for your pains, 150 

Of capital treason we arrest you here. 

My Lord of Westminster, be it your charge 
To keep him safely till his day of trial. 

May it please you, lords, to grant the 
commons' suit ? 

Boling. Fetch hither Richard, that in 
common view 155 

He may surrender; so we shall proceed 
Without suspicion. 

York. I will be his conduct, [Exii. 

Boling. Lords, you that here are under 
our arrest. 

Procure your sureties for your days of 
answer. 

Little are we beholding to your love, jOo 
And little look’d for at your helping hands. 

Re-enter York, with Kmc Richard, and 
Officers bearing the regalia. 

K. Rich. Alack, why am I sent for to a 
king. 

Before I have shook off the regal thoughts 
Wherewith I reign’d ? I hardly yet have 
learn'd 

To insinuate, flatter, bow, and bend my 
knee. 105 

Give sorrow leave awhile to tutor me 
To this submission. Yet I well remember 
The favours of these men. Were they not 
mine ? 

Did they not sometime cry ‘ All hail 1 ’ to 
me ? 

So Judas did to Christ; but he, in twelve. 
Found truth in all but one; 1, in twelve 
thousand, none. 171 

God save the King! Will no man say 
amen ? 
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Scene 1] 

Am I both priest and clerk ? Well then, 
amen. 173 

God save the King! although I be not he ; 
And yet, amen, if heaven do think him me. 
To do what service am I sent for hither ? 

York, To do that office of thine own 
good will 

Which tired majesty did make thee offer— 
The resignation of thy state and crown 
To Henry Bolingbroke. 

K. Rich. Give me the crown. Here, 
cousin, seize the crown. 

Here, cousin. 

On this side my hand, and on that side 
thine. 

Now is this golden crown like a deep well 
That owes two buckets, filling one another ; 
The emptier ever dancing in the air, 

The other down, unseen, and full of water. 
That bucket down and full of tears am I, 
Drinking my griefs, whilst you mount up 
on high. 

Boling. 1 thought you had been willing 
to resign. 

K. Rich. My crown 1 am ; but still my 
griefs are mine. 

You may my glories and my state depose. 
But not my griefs ; still am 1 king of those. 

Boling. Part of your cares you give me 
with your crown. 

K. Rich. Your cares set up do not pluck 
my cares down. 195 

My care is loss of care, by old care done ; 
Your care is gain of care, by new care won. 
The cares I give I have, though given away; 
They tend the crown, yet still with me they 
stay. 

Boling. Are you contented to resign the 
crown ? 200 

K. Rich. Ay, no; no, ay; for I must 
nothing be; 

7 'hcrefore no no, for 1 resign to thee. 

Now mark me how I will undo myself: 

1 give this heavy weight from oil my head, 
And this unwieldy sceptre from my hand. 
The pride of kingly sway from out my 
heart; 200 

With mine own tears I wash away my balm. 
With mine own hands 1 give away my 
crowm, 

With mine own tongue deny my sacred 
state, 

With mine own breath release all duteous 
oaths; 210 

All pomp and majesty I do forswear ; 

My manors, rents, revenues, I forgo ; 

My acts, decrees, and statutes, I deny. 

God pardon all oaths that are broke to me ! 
God keep all vows unbroke are made to 
thee I 215 

Make me, that nothing have, with nothing 
griev'd, 

And thou with all pleas'd, that hast all 
achiev'd* 


Long mayst thou live in Richard's scat 
to sit, 

And soon lie Richard in an earthy pit. 

God save King Henry, unking'd Richard 
says, 2^0 

And send him many years of sunshine daysl 
What more remains ? 

North. No more; but that you read 
These accusations, and these grievous 
crimes 

Committed by your person and your 
followers 224 

Against the state and profit of this land ; 
That, by confessing them, the souls of men 
May deem that you are worthily depos'd. 

K. Rich. Must 1 do so ? And must 1 
ravel out 

My wcav'd-up follies ? Gentle Northumber¬ 
land, 

If thy offences were upon record, 230 

Would it not shame thee in so fair a troop 
To read a lecture of them ? If thou wouldst, 
There shouldst thou find one heinous 
article, 

Containing the deposing of a king 
And cracking the strong warrant of an oath, 
Mark’d with a blot, damn'd in the book of 
heaven. 236 

Nay, all of you that stand and look upon 
me 

Whilst that my wretchedness doth bait 
myself, 

Though some of you, with Pilate, wash your 
hands, 239 

Showing an outward pity—yet you Pilates 
Have here deliver'd me to my sour cress. 
And water cannot wash away your sin. 

North. My lord, dispatch ; read o’er these 
articles. 

K. Rich. Mine eyes arc full of tears ; I 
cannot see. 

And yet salt water blinds them not so 
much 245 

But they can see a sort of traitors here. 
Nay, if I turn mine eyes upon myself, 

1 find myself a traitor with the rest; 

For 1 have given here my soul's consent 
T' undcck the pompous body of a king ; 250 
Made glory base, and sovereignty a slave, 
Proud majesty a subject, state a peasant. 

North. My lord— 

K. Rich. No lord of thine, thou haught 
insulting man, 

Nor no man's lord; I have no name, no 
title— 255 

No, not that name was given me at the 
font— 

But *tis usurp'd. Alack the heavy day. 
That I have worn so many winters out, 
And know not now what name to call 
myself I 

O that I were a mockery king of snow, 260 
Standing before the sun of Bolingbroke 
To melt myself away in water drops I ' 
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Good king, great king, and yet not greatly 
good. 

An if my word be sterling yet in England, 
Let it command a mirror hither straight. 
That it may show me wliat a face 1 have 
Since it is bankrupt of his majesty. 267 

Boling, Go some of you and fetch a 
looking-glass. IHxh an Aiiendant, 

North. Read o’er this paper while the 
glass doth come. 

K. Rich, Fiend, thou torments me ere 1 
come to hell. -*70 

Boling, Urge it no more, my Lord North¬ 
umberland. 

North. The commons will not, then, be 
satisfied. 

K, Rich. They shall l>e satisfied. I’ll read 
enough. 

When I do see the very book indeed 
Where all my sins are writ, and that's 
myself. 275 

Re-enter Attendant with a glass. 

Give me that glass, and therein will I read. 
No deeper wrinkles yet ? Hath sorrow- 
struck 

So many blows upon this face of mine 
And made no deeper wounds ? O flatt'ring 
glass, 

Like to my followers in prosperity, 

Thou dost beguile me! Was this face the 
face 

That every day under his household roof 
Did keep ten thousand men ? Was this the 
face 

That like the sun did make beholders wink? 
Is this the face which fac’d so many follies 
That was at last out-fac’d by Bolingbroke ? 
A brittle glory shineth in this face; 2I7 

As brittle as the glory is the face ; 

[Dashes the glass against the ground. 
For there it is, crack'd in a Iiundred shivers. 
Mark, silent king, the moral of this sport— 
How soon my sorrow hath destroy’d my 
face, 291 

Boling. The shadow of your sorrow hath 
destroy’d 

The shadow of your face. 

K. Rich. Say that again. 

The shadow of my sorrow ? Ha I let’s see. 
'Tis very true : my grief lies all within ; 295 
And these external manner of laments 
Are merely shadows to the unseen grief 
That swells with silence in the tortur'd soul. 
'Iherc lies the substance ; and I thank thee, 
king, -99 

For thy great bounty, that not only giv’st 
Me cause to wail, but teachest me the way 
How to lament the cause. I’ll beg one boon, 
And then be gone and trouble you no more. 
Shall I obtain it ? 

Boling. Name it, fair cousin. 

K. Rich. Fair cousin ! 1 am greater than 
a king; 305 


[Act 5 

For when I was a king, my flatterers 
Were then but subjects; being now a 
subject, 

I have a king here to my flatterer. 

Being so great, I have no need to beg. 
Boling. Yet ask. 310 

K. Rich. And shall 1 have ? 

Boling. You shall. 

K. Rich. Then give me leave to go. 
Boling. Whither ? 

K. Rich. Whither you will, so I were from 
your sights. 3^5 

Boling. Go, some of you convey him to 
the Tower. 

K. Rich. O, good I Convey I Conveyers 
arc you all. 

That rise thus nimbly by a true king’s fall. 

[Exeunt King Richard, some Lords, 
and a Guard. 

Boling. On Wednesday next we solemnly 
set dowm 3>9 

Our coronation. Lords, prepare yourselves. 

[Exeunt all but the Abbot of West¬ 
minster, the Bishop of Carlisle, 
and AumerU. 

Abbot. A woeful pageant have we here 
beheld. 

Car. The woe’s to come ; tlie children yet 
unborn 

Shall feel this day as sharp to them as 
thorn. 

Aimi. You holy clergymen, is there no 
plot 

To rid the realm of this pernicious blot ? 3 5 
Abbot. My lord, 

Before I freely speak my mind herein, 

You shall not only take the sacrament 
To bury mine intents, but also to eflcct 
Whatever I shall happen to devise. 33*> 
I see your browns are full of discontent, 
Your hearts of sorrow-, and your eyes of 
tears. 

Come home with me to supper; I will 
lay 

A plot shall show us all a merry day. 

[Ilxeunt, 

ACT FIVE 

ScENFi 1 . London. A street leading to the 
Tower. 

Enter the Queen, with her Attendants. 

Queen. This way the King will come ; 
this is the way 

To Julius Caesar's ill-erected tower. 

To whose flint bosom my condemned lord 
Is doom’d a prisoner by proud Bolingbroke. 
Here let us rest, if this rcbelhous earth 5 
Have any resting for her true king's queen. 

Enter King Richard and Guard, 

But soft, but see, or rather do not see. 

My fair rose wither. Yet look up, behold, 
That you in pity may dissolve to dew. 


47 * 



Scene 1] 

And wash him fresh again with true-love 
tears. lo 

Ah, thou, (he model where old Troy did 
stand ; 

Thou map of honour, thou King Richard’s 
tomb, 

And not King Richard; thou most 
beauteous inn, 

Why should hard-favour’d grief be lodg’d 
in thee. 

When triumph is become an alchotise guest? 

K. Rich. Join not with grief, fair woman, 
do not so, 3 '- 

To make my end too sudden. Learn, good 
soul, 

To think our former state a happy dream ; 
From which awak’d, the truth of what wc 
are 

Shows us but this : I am sworn brother, 
sweet, -f 

To grim Necessity ; and he and I 
Will keep a league till death. Hie thee to 
France, 

And cloister thee in some religious house. 
Our holy lives must win a new world’s 
crown, 

Which our profane hours here have thrown 
down. 

Queen. What, is my Richard both in 
shape and mind 

Transform’d and wcak’ned ? Hath Boling- 
broke depos'd 

Thine intellect ? Hath he been in thy 
heart ? 

The lion dying thrusteth forth his paw' 
And wounds the earth, if nothing else, with 
rage 

To be o’erpow’r’d ; and wilt thou, pupil- 
likc, 

Take the correction mildly, kiss the rod. 
And fawn on rage with base huniiJity, 
Which art a lion and the king of beasts ? 

K. Rich. A king of beasts, indeed! If 
aught but beasts, 

I had been still a happy king of men. 

Good sometimes queen, prepare thee hence 
for France. 

Think 1 am dead, and that even here thou 
takest. 

As from my death-bed, thy last living 
leave. 

In winter’s tedious nights sit by the fire io 
With good old folks, and let them tell thee 
tales 

Of woeful ages long ago betid; 

And ere thou bid good night, to quit their 
griefs 

Tell thou the lamentable talc of me. 

And send the hearers weeping to their 
beds; 45 

For why the senseless brands will sym¬ 
pathize 

The heavy accent of thy moving tongue, 
And in compassion weep the fire out; 
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And some will mourn in ashes, some coal- 
black. 

For the deposing of a rightful king. 50 
Enter Northumberland attended. 

North. My lord, the mind of Bolingbroke 
is chang’d ; 

You must to Pomfret, not unto the Tower. 
And, madam, there is order ta'en for you : 
With all swift speed you must away to 
France. 

K. Rich. Northumberland, thou ladder 
wherewithal 

Ihe mounting Bolingbroke ascends njy 
throne, 

The time shall not be many hours of age 
More than it is, ere foul sin gathering head 
Shall break into corruption. Ihou shalt 
think 

Though he divide the realm and give thee 
half 60 

It is too little, helping him to all; 

And he shall think that thou, which 
knowest tfie way 

To plant unrightful kings, wilt know again, 
Being ne’er so little urg’d, another way 
To pluck him headlong from the usurped 
throne. ^ > 

The love of wicked men converts to fear ; 
That fear to hate ; and hate turns one or 
both 

To worthy dancer and deserved death. 

North. My guilt be on my head, at;d there 
an end. 

Take leave, and part ,* for you must part 
forthwith. 70 

K. Rich. Doubly divorc’d ! Bad men, you 
violate 

A twofold marriage—’twixt my crown and 
me. 

And then betwixt me and my married wife. 
Let me unkiss the oath ’twixt thee and me ; 
And yet not so, for with a kiss ’tw^as made. 
Part us, Northumberland ; I towards the 
north, 70 

Where shivering cold and sickness pines the 
clime; 

My wife to France, from whence set forth 
in pomj>. 

She came adorned hither like sweet May, 
Sent back like Hallowmas or short*st of day. 

Queen. And must we be divided ? Must 
we part ? 8r 

K. Rich. Ay, hand from hand, my love, 
and heart from heart. 

Queen. Banish us both, and send the King 
with me. 

North. That were some love, but little 
policy. 

Queen. Then whither he goes thither let 
me go. S5 

K. Rich. So tw^o, together weeping, make 
one woe. 

Weep thou for me in France, I for thee here; 
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Better far off than near, be ne’er the near. 
Go, count thy way with sighs; 1 mine 
with groans. 

Queen. So longest way shall have the 
longest moans. 90 

K. Rich. Twice for one step I’ll groan, 
the way being short. 

And piece the way out with a heavy heart. 
Come, come, in wooing sorrow let’s be brief. 
Since, wedding it, there is such length in 
grief. 

One kiss shall stop our mouths, and dumbly 
part *, 95 

Thus give 1 mine, and thus take 1 thy heart. 

Qumi, Give me mine own again ; ’twere 
no good part 

To take on me to keep and kill thy heart. 
So, now I have mine own again, be gone. 
That I may strive to kill it with a groan, to . 

K. Rich. We make woe wanton with this 
fond delay. 

Once more, adieu ; the rest let sorrow say. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. The Duke of YorWs palace. 
Enter the Duke of York a)td the Duchess. 

Duch. My lord, you told me you would 
tell the rest, 

When weeping made you break the story off. 
Of our two cousins’ coming into London. 

York. Where did I leave ? 

Duch. At that sad stop, my lord, 

Wiiere rude misgoverned hands from 
windows’ tops s 

Tiirew dust and rubbish on King Richard’s 
head. 

York. Then, as I said, the Duke, great 
Bolingbroke, 

Mounted upon a hot and fiery steed 
Which his aspiring rider seem’d to know, 
With slow but stately pace kept on his 
course, 

W’hilst all tongues cried ‘ God save thee, 
Bolingbroke! ' 

You would have thought the very windows 
spake. 

So many greedy looks of young and old 
Through casements darted their desiring 
eyes 

Upon his visage ; and that all the walls 15 
With painted imagery had said at once 
* Jesu preserve thee ! Welcome, Boling¬ 
broke ! ’ 

Whilst he, from the one side to the other 
turning, 

Bareheaded, lower than his proud steed’s 
neck, 

Bespake them thus, ‘ I thank you, country¬ 
men ’. 20 

And thus still doing, thus he pass’d along. 

Duch. Alack, poor Richard! where rode: 
he the whilst ? | 

York. As in a theatre the eyes of men I 
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[Act ^5 

After a well-grac’d actor leaves the stage 
Are idly bent on him that enters next, 25 
Thinking his prattle to be tedious; 

Even so, or with much more contempt, 
men’s eyes 

Did scowl on gentle Richard ; no man cried 
’ God save him !' 

No joyful tongue gave him his welcome 
home; 29 

But dust was thrown upon his sacred head ; 
Which with such gentle sorrow he shook off. 
His face still combating with tears and 
smiles. 

The badges of his grief and patience. 

That had not God, for some strong purpose, 
steel’d 

The hearts of men, they must perforce have 
melted, 35 

And barbarism itself have pitied him. 

But heaven hath a hand in these events, 
To whose high will we bound our calm 
contents. 

To Bolingbroke are we sworn subjects now, 
Whose state and honour I for aye allow. 40 

Duch. Here comes my son Aumcrle. 

York. Aumerle that was; 

But that is lost for being Richard’s friend, 
And, madam, you must call him Rutland 
now. 

I am in Parliament pledge for his truth 
And lasting fealty to the new-made king. 45 

Efiter Aumerle. 

Duch. Welcome, my son. Who are the 
violets now 

That strew the green lap of the new come 
spring ? 

Aum. Madam, I know not, nor I greatly 
care not. 

God knows I had as lief be none as one. 

York. Well, bear you well in this new 
spring of time, 50 

Lest you be cropp’d before you come to 
prime. 

What news from Oxford ? Do these justs 
and triumphs hold ? 

Aum. For aught I know, my lord, they 
do. 

York, You will be there, I know. 54 

Aum. If God prevent not, I purpose so. 

York. What seal is that that hangs with¬ 
out thy bosom ? 

Yea, look’st thou pale? Let me see the 
writing. 

Aum. My lord, ’tis nothing. 

York. No matter, then, who see it, 
I will be satisfied ; let me see the writing, 

Aum. I do beseech your Grace to pardon 
me; 60 

It is a matter of small consequence 
Which for some reasons 1 would not have 
seen. 

York. Which for some reasons, sir* I 
mean to see. 



Scene 2] 

1 fear, I fear— 

Duch, What should you fear ? 

'Tis nothing but some bond that he is 
ent’red into 

For gay apparel 'gainst the triumph*day. 

York. Bound to himself! What doth he 
with a bond 

That he is bound to ? Wife, thou art a fool* 

Boy, let me see the writing. 

Awm. I do beseech you, pardon me; 1 
may not show it. 

York. 1 will be satisfied ; let me see it, 
1 say. [He plucks it out of his bosom, 
and reads it. 

Treason, foul treason ! Villain I traitor i 
slave! 

Duch. What is the matter, my lord ? 

York. Ho ! who is within there ? 

Enter a Servant. 

Saddle my horse. 

God for his mercy, what treachery is here I 

Duch. Why, what is it, my lord ? 

York. Give me my boots, I say ; saddle 
my horse. [Exit Sermui. 

Now, by mine honour, by my life, my 
troth, 

I will appeach the villain. 

Duch. What is the matter ? 

York. Peace, foolish woman. 

Duch, I will not peace. What is the 
matter, Aumerle ? 

Aum. Good mother, be content; it is no 
more 

Than my poor life must answer. 

Duch. Thy life answer ! 

York. Bring me my boots. I will unto 
the King. 

His Man enters with his boots. 

Duch. Strike him, Aumerle. Poor boy, 
thou art amaz’d, «5 

Hence, villain I never more come in my 
sight. 

York. Give me my boots, I say. 

Duch. Why, York, what wilt thou do ? 

Wilt thou not hide the trespass of thine 
own ? 

Have we more sons ? or are we like to have ? 

Is not my teeming date drunk up with 
time ? 

And wilt thou pluck my fair son from mine 
age 

And rob me of a happy mother’s name? 

Is he not like thee ? Is he not thine own ? 

York. TThou fond mad woman, 05 

Wilt thou conceal this dark conspiracy ? 

A dozen of them here have ta'en the sacra¬ 
ment, 

And interchangeably set down their hands 

To kill the King at Oxford. 

Duch. He shall be none ; 

We’ll keep him here. Then what is that to 
him ? loo 
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York. Away fond woman! were he 
twenty times my son 
I would appeach him. 

Duch. Hadst thou groan’d for him 

As I have done, thou wouldst be moie 
pitiful. 

But now I know thy mind ; thou dost 
suspect 

That I have been disloyal to thy bed i< 5 

And that he is a bastard, not thy son. 
Sweet York, sweet husband, be not of that 
mind. 

He is as like thee as a man may be, 

Not like to me, or any of my kin. 

And yet 1 love him. 

York. Make way, unruly woman ! no 

[Exd. 

Duch. After, Aumerle ! Mount thee upon 
his horse ; 

Spur post, and get before him to the King, 
And beg thy pardon ere he do accuse thee. 
I’ll not be long behind ; though I be old, 

I doubt not but to ride as fast as York ; ns 
And never will I rise up from the ground 
Till Bolingbroke have pardon'd thee. 
Away, be gone. [Exeind. 

Scene UI. Windsor Castle. 

Enter Bolingbroke as King. Percy, and 
other Lords. 

Boling. Can no man tell me of my 
unthrifty son ? 

’Tis full three months since I did see him 
last. 

If any plague hang over us, ’tis he. 

I would to God, my lords, he might be 
found. 

Inquire at London, 'mongst the ta\'crns 
there, 5 

For there, they say, he daily doth frequent 
With unrestrained loose companions. 

Even such, they say, as stand in narrow 
lanes 

And beat our watch and rob our passengers. 
Which he, young wanton and effeminate 
boy, 10 

Takes on the point of honour to support 
So dissolute a crew. 

Percy. My lord, some two days since 1 saw 
the Prince, 

And told him of those triumphs held at 
Oxford. 

Boling. And what said the gallant ? 15 

Percy. His answer was, he would unto the 
stews. 

And from the common’st creature pluck a 
glove 

And wear it as a favour; and with that 
He would unhorse the lustiest challenger. 

Boling. As dissolute as desperate; yet 
through both *0 

I see some sparks of better hope, which elder 
years 
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May happily bring forth. But who comes 
here ? 

Enter Aumerle amazed. 

Aum. Where is the King ? 

Boling. What means our cousin that he 
stares and looks 

So wildly ? ^5 

Aum. God save your Grace 1 1 do beseech 
your Majesty, 

To have some conference with your Grace 
alone. 

Boling. Withdraw yourselves, and leave 
us here alone. 

[lixeuut Percy and Lords. 
What is the matter with our cousin now ? 

Aum. For ever may my knees grow to the 
earth, [Kueds. 

My tongue cleave to my roof within my 
mouth, 3 ^ 

Unless a pardon ere I rise or speak. 

Boling. Intended or committed was this 
fault ? 

If on the first, how heinous e'er it l>e. 

To win thy after-love I pardon thee. 

Aum. Ihen give me leave that I may 
turn the key, 

That no man enter till my tale be done. 

Boling. Have thy desire. 17 he Duke of 
York knocks at the door and crieth. 

York. [VV^d/iml My liege, beware; look 
to thyself; 

Thou hast a traitor in thy presence there. 

Boling. I Drawing] Villain, I’ll make thee 
safe. 41 

Aum. Stay thy revengeful hand ; thou 
hast no cause to iear. 

York. [Within] Open the door, secure, 
foolhardy King. 

Shall 1, for love, speak treason to thy face ? 
Open the door, or 1 will break it open. 4 " 

Enter York, 

Boling. What is the matter, uncle ? 
Speak ; 

Recover b/eath ; tell us how near is danger, 
That we may arm us to encounter it. 

York. Peruse this writing here, and thou 
shalt know 

The treason that my haste forbids me show. 

Aum. Remember, as thou read'st, thy 
promise pass’d. sx 

I do repent me ; read not my name there ; 
My heart is not confederate with my hand. 

York. It was, villain, ere thy hand did set 
it down. 

I tore it from the traitor’s bosom, King ; 55 
Fear, and not love, begets his penitence. 
Forget to pity him, lest thy pity prove 
A serpent that will sting thee to the heart. 

Boling. O heinous, strong, and bold con¬ 
spiracy ! 

O loyal father of a treacherous son ! f>o 1 
Thou sheer, immaculate, and silver fountain, j 
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[Act 5 

From whence this stream through muddy 
passages 

Hath held his current and defil’d himself! 
Thy overflow of good converts to bad ; 
And thy abundant goodness shall excuse 05 
This deadly blot in thy digressing son. 

Yoik. So shall my virtue be his vice's 
bawd; 

And he shall spend mine honour with his 
shame, 

As thriftless sons their scraping fathers' 
gold. 

Mine honour lives when his dishonour dies, 
Or my sham’d life in his dishonour lies. 7 r 
Thou kill’st me in his life; giving him 
breath, 

The traitor lives, the true man's put to 
death. 

Duch. l\\ ithhi] What ho, my liege, for 
God's sake, let me in. 

Boling. Vhat shrill-voic'd suppliant 

makes this eager cry ? 75 

Duch. IWiiliiuj A woman, and thine aunt, 
great Kii g ; 'tis I. 

Speak with iiic, pity me, open the door, 

A beggar begs that never begg’d before. 

Boitng. Oin scene is alt'red licm a serious 
thing, 

And now chang’d to ' The Beggar and the 

King'. bo 

My dangerous cousin, let your mother in. 

1 know she is ceme to pray for your foul sin. 

York. If thou do paidon whosoever pi ay. 
More sins for this torgivencss prosper 11 ay. 
This fest’red joint cut off, the rest lest 
sound; Rs 

This let alone will all the rest confound. 

Enter Duchess. 

Duch. O King, believe not this hard¬ 
hearted man \ 

Love loving not itself, none other can. 

York. Ihou frantic woman, what dost 
thou make here ? 80 

Shall thy old dugs once more a traitor rear ? 

Duch. Sweet York, be patient. Hear me, 
gentle liege. [Kneehs. 

Boling. Rise up, good aunt. 

Duch. Kot yet, I thee beseech. 

For ever will I w^alk upon my knees, 

And never sec day that the happy sees 
Till thou give joy ; until thou bid me joy 95 
By pardoning Rutland, my transgressing 
boy. 

Aum. Unto my mother's prayers 1 bend 
my knee. (Kneels. 

York. Against them both, my tnie joints 
bended be. [Kneel.s. 

Ill mayst thou thrive, if thou grant any 

grace! 

Duch. Pleads he in earnest ? Look upon 
his face; 100 

His eyes do drop no tears, his prayers are 

in jest; 



Scene 3] 

His words come from his mouth, ours from 
our breast. 

He prays but faintly and would be denied ; 
We pray with heart and soul, and all beside. 
His weary joiiUs would gladly rise, I know; 
Our knees still kneel till to the ground they 
grow. iou 

His prayers are full of false hypocrisy ; 
Ours of true zeal and deep integrity. 

Our prayers do out-pray his ; then let them 
have 

That mercy which true prayer ought to 
have. ii“ 

BoJiiig. Good aunt, stand up. 

Dmc/i. Nay, do not say ‘ stand up ’; 
Say ‘ pardon ' first, and afterwards ‘ stand 
up*. 

An if I were thy nurse, thy tongue to teach, 
* Pardon ’ sliould be the first word of thy 
speech. 

I never long’d to hear a word till now ; ir*. 
Say * pardon ’ King ; let pity teach thee 
how. 

The word is short, but not so short as sweet; 
No word like ‘ pardon ’ for kings’ mouths so 
meet. 

York. Speak it in French, King, say 
‘ pardonne moy'. 

Duch. Dost thou teach pardon pardon to 
destroy ? i < 

Ah, my sour husband, my hard-hearted 
lord. 

That sets the word itself against the word ! 
Speak ' pardon ’ as ’tis current in our land ; 
The chopping French we do not understand. 
Thine eye begins to speak, set thy tongue 
there; • 

Or in thy piteous heart plant thou thine car. 
That hearing how our plaints and prayers 
do pierce. 

Pity may move thee ‘ pardon ' to rehearse. 

Boling. Good aunt, stand up. 

Duch. I do not sue to stand ; 

Pardon is all the suit I have in hand, kv' 

Boling. I pardon him, as God shall pardon 
me. 

Duch. O happy vantage of a kneeling 
knee! 

Yet am I sick for fear. Speak it again. 
Twice saying * pardon ' doth not pardon 
twain, 13 i 

But makes one pardon strong. 

Boling. With all my heart 

1 pardon him. 

Duch. A god on earth thou art. 

Boling. But for our trusty brother-in-iaw 
and the Abbot, 

With all the rest of that consorted crew. 
Destruction straight shall dog them at the 
heels. J 39 

Good uncle, help to order several powers 
To Oxford, or where’er these traitors arc. 
They shall not live within this world, I 
swear. 
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But I will have them, if 1 once know where. 
Uncle, farewell; and, cousin, adieu ; 

Your mother well hath pray’d, and prove 
you true. 145 

Duch. Come, my old son ; 1 pray God 
make thee new. I Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Windsor Castle. 

Enter Sir Pierce of Exton and a Servant. 

Bxton. Didst thou not mark the King, 
what w'ords he spake ? 

* Have I no friend will rid me of this living 
fear ? * 

Was it not so ? 

Serv. These were his very words. 

Bxton. ‘ Have I no friend ? ' quoth he. 
He spake it twice. 

And urg’d it twice together, did he not ? 5 

Serv. He did. 

Exion. And, speaking it, he wishtly look'd 
on me, 

As who should say ‘ I would thou wert the 
man 

That would divorce this terror from my 
heart '; 

Meaning tlie king at Pomfret. Come, let's 
go. 10 

I am the King's friend, and will rid his foe. 

fExeunt, 

Scene V. Pomfret Castle. The dungeon of 
the Castle. 

Enter King Richard. 

K. Rich. I have been studying how' I may 
compare 

lliis prison where I live unto the WT>Tld ; 
And, for because the world is populous 
And here is not a creature but myself, 

I cannot do it. Yet I'll hammer it out. 3 
My brain I’ll prove the female to my soul, 
My soul the father ; and these two beget 
A generation of still-breeding thoughts, 
And these same thoughts people this little 
world, 9 

In humours like the people of this world, 
For no thought is contented. The better 
sort, 

As thoughts of things divine, are inter¬ 
mix'd 

With scruples, and do set the word itself 
Against the word. 

As thus: ' Come, little ones'; and then 
again, 15 

‘ It is as hard to come as for a camel 
To thread the postern of a small needle's 
eye ’. 

Thoughts tending to ambition, they do plot 
Unlikely wonders: how these vain weak 
nails 19 

May tear a passage through the flinty ribs 
Of this hard w orld, my ragged prison walls; 
And, for they cannot, die in their own pride. 
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Thoughts tending to content flatter them¬ 
selves 

That they are not the first of fortune's 
slaves, ^ 

Nor shall not be the last; like silly beggar; 
Who, sitting in the stocks, refuge their 
shame. 

That many have and others must sit there 
And in this thought they find a kind of ease 
Bearing their own misfortunes on the back 
Of such as have before endur’d the like. 
Thus play I in one person many people, 
And none contented. Sometimes am I king; 
Then treasons make me wish myself a 
beggar, 

And so 1 am. Then crushing penury 
Persuades me I w^as better when a king ; v 
Then am I king’d again ; and by and by 
Think that I am unking'd by Bolingbroke, 
And straight am nothing. But whate’er 
I be. 

Nor I, nor any man that but man is. 

With nothing shall be pleas’d till he be 
eas'd 

With being nothing. 

The music plays. 

Music do I hear ? 
Ha, ha ! keep time. How sour sweet music 
is 

When time is broke and no proportion kept! 
So is it in the music of men’s lives. 

And here have I the daintiness of ear 45 
To check time broke in a disorder’d string ; 
But, for the concord of my state and time, 
Had not an ear to hear my true time broke. 
1 wasted time, and now doth time waste 

For now hath time made me his numb'ring 
clock: 

My thoughts are minutes ; and with sighs 
they'^ jar 

Their watches on unto mine eyes, tlie out¬ 
ward watch. 

Whereto my finger, like a dial's point, 

Is pointing still, in cleansing them from 
tears. 

Now, sir, the sound that tells what hour 
it is 55 

Are clamorous groans which strike upon my 
heart. 

Which is the bell. So sighs, and tears, and 
groans, 

Show minutes, times, and hours ; but my 
time 

Runs posting on in Bolingbroke’s proud joy. 
While I stand fooling here, his Jack of the 
clock. 00 

This music mads me. Let it sound no more; 
For though it have help madmen to their 
wits. 

In me It seems it will make wise men mad. 
Yet blessing on his heart that gives it me 1 
For 'tis a sign of love; and love to Richard 1 
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[Act 5 

Is a strange brooch in this all-hating world. 

Enter a Groom of the stable. 

Groom, Hail, royal Prince I 

K, Rich, Thanks, noble peer ! 

The cheapest of us is ten groats too dear. 
What art thou ? and how comest thou 
hither. 

Where no man never comes but that sad 
dog 70 

That brings me food to make misfortune 
live ? 

Groom, 1 was a poor groom of thy static, 
King, 

When thou wert king; who, travelling 
towards York, 

With much ado at length have gotten leaA C 
To look upon my sometimes royal master's 
face. : 5 

O, how it ern’ti my heart, when I beheld, 

In LoiKlon streets, that coronaticr.-day. 
When Bolingbroke rode on roan Barbary— 
That horse that thou so often hast bestrid, 
That horse that I so carefully have dress’d ! 

K, Rich. Rode he on Barbary ? Tell me, 
gentle friend, 

How went he under him ? 

Groom, So proudly as if he disdain’d the 
ground. 

K. Rich, So proud that Bolingbroke was 
on his back! 

That jade hath eat bread from my royal 
hand; 

This hand hath made him proud with clap¬ 
ping him. 

Would he not stumble ? would he not fall 
down, 

Since pride must have a fall, and break the 
neck 

Of that proud man that did usurp his back ? 
Forgiveness, horse ! Why do I rail on thee, 
Since thou, created to be aw'd by man, 
Wast born to bear ? I was not made a 
horse; 92 

And yet I bear a burden like an ass, 
Spurr’d, gall’d, and tir’d, by jauncing 
Bolingbroke. 

Enter Keeper with meat. 

Keep, Fellow, give place; here is no 

longer stay. 95 

K, Rich, If thou love me, *tis time thou 
wert away. 

Groom. What my tongue dares not, that 
my heart shall say. fExif. 

Keep. My lord, will’t please you to fall to? 

K. Rich. Taste of it first as thou art wont 
to do. 

Keep. My lord, I dare not. Sir Pierce of 
Exton, 

Who lately came from the King, commands 
the contrary* 101 

K. Rich, The devil take Henry of Lan¬ 

caster and thee 1 
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Patience is stale, and I am weary of it. 

[Beats the Keeper, 
Keep, Help, help, help ! 

The murderers, Exxon and Servants, rush 
in, armed, 

K, Rich, How now ! What means death 
in this rude assault ? jor 

Villain, thy own hand yields thy death’s 
instrument. 

[Snatching a weapon and killing one. 
Go thou and fill another room in hell. 

[He kills another, then Exion strikes 
him down. 

That hand shall burn in never-qucnching 
fire 

That staggers thus my person. Exton, thy 
fierce hand 

Hath with the King’s blood stain’d the 
King’s own land. no 

Mount, mount, my soul! thy scat is up on 
high ; 

Whilst my gross flesh sinks downward, here 
to die. [Dies. 

Exton, As full of valour as of royal blood. 
Both have 1 spill’d. O, would the deed 
were good! 14 

For now the devil, that told me I did well. 
Says that this deed is chronicled in hell. 
This dead king to the living king I'll bear. 
Take hence the rest, and give them burial 
here. [Exeunf. 

Scene VI. Windsor Castle, 

Flourish, Enter Bolingbroke, the Duke 
OF York, with other Lords and Atten¬ 
dants. 

Boling, Kind uncle York, the latest news 
we hear 

Is that the rebels have consum’d with fire 
Our town of Ciceter in Gloucestershire; 
But whether they be ta'en or slain we 
hear not. 

Enter Northumberland. 

Welcome, my lord. What is the news ? ^ 

North, First, to thy sacred state wish I all 
happiness. 

The next news is, I have to London sent 
The heads of Salisbury, Spencer, Blunt, and 
Kent. 

The manner of their taking may appear 
At large discoursed in this paper here, jc 
Boling, We thank thee, gentle Percy, for! 
thy pains; | 

And to thy worth will add right worthy 
gains. 

Enter Fitzwater. 

Fifz. My lord, I have from Oxford sent 
to London 
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The heads of Brocas and Sir Bennet SeeJy f 
Two of the dangerous consorted traitors 15 
That sought at Oxford thy dire overthrow. 

Boling, Thy pains, Fitzwater, shall not be 
forgot; 

Right noble is thy merit, well I wot. 

Enter Percy, with the Bishop of Carlisle. 

Percy, The grand conspirator. Abbot of 
Westminster, 

With clog of conscience and sour melan¬ 
choly, 20 

Hath yielded up his body to the grave; 
But here is Carlisle living, to abide 
Thy kingly doom, and sentence of his pride. 

Boling. Carlisle, this is your doom: 
Choose out some secret place, some 
reverend room, 25 

More than thou hast, and with it joy thy 
life; 

So as thou liv'st in peace, die free from 
strife ; 

For though mine enemy thou hast ever 
been, 

High sparks of honour in thee ha\'e 1 seen. 

Enter Exton, with Attendants, bearing a 
coffin. 

Exion. Great King, within this coffin I 
present 30 

Thy buried fear. Herein all breathless lies 
The mightiest of thy greatest enemies, 
Richard of Bordeaux, by me hither brought. 

Boling. Exton, 1 thank thee not; for 
thou hast wrought 

A deed of slander with thy fatal hand 35 
Upon my head and all this famous land. 

Exton. FYom your own mouth, my lord, 
did 1 this deed. 

Boling. They love not poison that do 
poison need, 

Nor do 1 thee. Though I did wish him 
dead, 

I hate the murderer, love him murdered. <0 
The guilt of conscience take thou for thy 
labour. 

But neither my good word nor princely 
favour ; 

With Cain go wander thorough shades of 
night. 

And never show thy head by day nor light. 
Lords, 1 protest my soul is full of woe 45 
That blood should sprinkle me to make me 
grow. 

Come, mourn with me for what I do lament. 
And put on sullen black incontinent. 

I’ll make a voyage to the Holy Land, 

To wash this blood off from my guilty hand. 
March sadly after; grace my mournings 
here .51 

In weeping after this untimely bier. 

[Exeunt, 
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ACT ONE 

Scene L London. The palace. 

Enter the King, Lord John of Lancaster, 
Earl of Westmoreland, Sir Walter 
Blunt, and Others. 

King. So shaken as wc are, so wan with 
care, 

Find we a time for frighted peace to pant 
And breathe short-winded accents of new 
broils 

To be commenc’d in strands afar remote. 
No more the thirsty entrance of this soil 5 
Shall daub her lips with her own children’s 
blood ; 

No more shall trenching war channel her 
fields, 

Nor bruise her flow’rets with the armed 
hoofs 

Of hostile paces. Those opposed eyes 
Which, like the meteors of a troubled 
heaven, 10 

All of one nature, of one substance bred, 
Did lately meet in the intestine shock 
And furious close of civil butchery. 

Shall now in mutual well-beseeming ranks 
March all one way, and be no more oppos'd 
Against acquaintance, kindred, and allies. 
The edge of war, like an ill-sheathed knife, 
No more shall cut his master. Therefore, 
friends, 

As far as to the sepulchre of Christ— 
Whose soldier now, under whose blessed 
cross 20 

We are impressed and engag'd to fight— 
Forthwith a power of English shall we levy, 

480 


Whose arms were moulded in their mothers* 
womb 

To chase these pagans in those holy fields 
Over whose acres walk’d those blessed feet 
Which fourteen hundred years ago were 
nail’d 20 

For our advantage on the bitter cross. 

But this our purpose now is twelvemonth 
old, 

And bootless *tis to tell you we will go; 
Therefore wc meet not now. Then let me 
hear 30 

Of you, my gentle cousin Westmoreland, 
What yesternight our Council did decree 
In forwarding this dear expedience. 

West. My liege, this haste was hot in 
question 

And many limits of the charge set down 35 
But yesternight, when all athwart there 
came 

A post from Wales loaden with heavy news; 
Whose worst was that the noble Mcrtiircr, 
Leading the men of Herefordshire to fight 
Against the irregular and wild Glendower, 
Was by the rude hands of that Welshman 
taken, 41 

A thousand of his people butchered ; 

Upon whose dead corpse there was such 
misuse, 

Such beastly jhamclcss transformation, 

By those Welshwomen done, as may not be 
Without much shame rc-told or spoken of. 

King. It seems then that the tidings of 
this broil 47 

Brake off our business for the Holy Land. 

West. This matched with other did, my 
gracious Lord; 
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For more uneven and unwelcome news 50 
Came from the north, and thus it did 
import; 

On Holy-rood day, the gallant Hotspur 
there, 

Young Harry Perry, and brave Archibald, 
That ever-valiant and approved Scot, 

At Holme Jon met, 

Where they did spend a sad and bloody 
hojir ; 

As by discharge of their artillery 
A:\J shape oi likelihood the news was told ; 
For he that brought them, in the very 
I-eat 

And pride of their contention did take 
horse, 

Uncertain of the issue any way. 

King. Here is a dear, a true industrious 
friend, 

Sir Walter Blunt, new lighted from his 
horse, 

Stain’d with the variation of each soil 
Betwixt that Holmedon and this seat of 
ours ,* '> 

And he hath brought us smooth and 
welcome news. 

The Earl of Douglas is discomfited : 

Ten thousand bold Scots, two and twenty 
kiiig its, 

Balk’d in tbeir own blood, did Sir Walter 
see 

On Holnv*Jon’s plains; of prisoners, 
Hotspur took 7 *^ 

Mordake, Earl of Fife and eldest son 
To beaten Douglas; and the Earl of 
Athol, 

Of Murray, Angus, and Menteith. 

And is not this an honourable spoil ? 

A H;all:iiit price Ha, couan, is it not ? 75 
WjsL In faith, 

It is a conquest for a prince to boast of. 
King. Yea, there thou mak’st me sad and 
mak’st me sin 

In envy that my Lord Northumberland 
Should be the father to so blest a son— 

A son who is the theme of honour’s tongue ; 
Amongst a grove, the very straightest 
plant; 

Who is sweet Fortune’s minion and her 
pride; 

Whilst I, by looking on the praise of him. 
See riot and dishonour stain the brow 
Of my young Harry. O that it could be 
prov'd 

That some night-tripping fairy had ex¬ 
chang’d 

In cradle-clothes our children where they 
lay, 

And call’d mine Percy, his Plantagenet! 
Then would I have his Harry, and he mine. 
But let him from my thoughts. What think 
you, coz, 9T 

Of this young Percy’s pride ? The prisoners 
Which he in this adventure hath surpris’d 
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To his own use he keeps ,* and sends me 
word, 

I shall have none but Mordake Earl of Fife. 

West. This is his uncle's teaching, this is 
Worcester, (jC 

Malevolent to you in all aspects ; 

Which makes him prune himself, and bristle 
up 

The crest of youth against your dignity. 

King. But 1 have sent for him to answer 
this ; ^on 

And for this cause awhile w-e must neglect 
Our holy purpose to Jerusalem. 

Cousin, on V\ ednesday t ext our council we 
Will hold at Windsor—so infoim the loids ; 
But come yourself with speed to us again. 
For more is to be said and to he dene 100 
Than out of anger can be uttered. 

West. 1 will, my liege, [ExeuJif. 

Scene II. London. The Princess lodging. 

Enter the Prince of Wales and Sm John 
Falstaff. 

Fal. Now, Hal, what time of day is it, 
lad ? 

Prince. Thou art so fat-witted with 
drinking of old sack, and unhuttening thee 
after supper, and slecpirg upon benches 
after noon, that thou hast forgotten to 
demand that truly which thou wouldest 
truly know. \Miat a devil hast thou to do 
with tlie time of the day ? Unless heurs 
were cups of sack, and minutes capons, and 
docks the tongues of bawds, and dials the 
signs of Icaping-houses, and the blessed eld 
himself a fair hot wthcIi in fiamc-cclcurcd 
taffeta, I sec no reason why thou shculdst 
be so superfluous to demand the time of the 
day. 11 

Fal. Indeed, you come near me new’, Hal; 
for w^e that take purses go by the moon and 
the seven stars, and not by Phoebus, he 
’that wand’ring knight so fair’. And, I 
prithee, sweet wag, when thou art a king, 
as, God save thy Grace—Majesty, 1 should 
say ; for grace thou wilt have none— 17 

Prince. What, none ? 

Fal. No, by my troth ; not so much as 
will serve to be prologue to an egg and 
butter. -o 

Prince. Well, how then ? Come, roundly, 
roundly. 

Fal. Marry, then, sweet wag, when thou 
art king, let not us that are squires of the 
night’s body be called thieves of the day's 
beauty ; let us be Diana’s foresters, gentle¬ 
men of the shade, minions of the moon ; 
and let men say we be men of good govern¬ 
ment, being governed, as the sea is, by our 
noble and chaste mistress the moon, under 
whose countenance we steal. 38 

Prince. Thou sayest wtII, and it holds 
w^ell too ; for the fortune of us that are the 

481 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH—PART ONE 


[Act 1 


moon's men doth ebb and flow like the sea, 
being governed, as the sea is, by the moon. 
As, for proof, now: a purse of gold most 
resolutely snatch’d on Monday night, and 
most dissolutely spent on Tuesday morning; 
got with swearing ' Lay by' and spent with 
crying ‘ Bring in '; now in as low an ebb 
as the foot of the ladder, and by and by in 
as high a flow as the ridge of the gallows. 

Fat By the Lord, thou say’st true, lad. 
And is not my hostess of the tavern a most 
swx'et wench ? 

Prince. As the honey of Hybla, my old 
lad of the castle. And is not a buff jerkin 
a most sweet robe of durance ? 

Fal. How now, how now, mad wag! 
What, in thy quips and thy quiddities ? 
What a plague have 1 to do with a buff 
jerkin ? 

Prince. Why, what a pox have I to do 
with my hostess of the tavern ? 

Fal. Well, thou hast call’d her to a 
reckoning many a time and oft. 

Prince. Did I ever call for thee to pay 
thy part ? 

Fal. No; I’ll give thee thy due, thou 
hast paid all there. 

Prince. Yea, and elsewhere, so far as my 
coin would stretch ; and where it would 
not, 1 have used my credit, 54 

Fal. Yea, and so us’d it that, were it not 
here apparent that thou art heir apparent 
—but, 1 prithee, sweet wag, shall there be 
gallows standing in England when thou art 
king, and resolution thus fubb'd as it is 
with the rusty curb of old father antic the 
law ? Do not thou, when thou art king, 
hang a thief. (>o 

Prince. No ; thou shalt. 

Fal. Shall 1 ? O rare ! By the Lord, I'll 
be a brave judge! 

Prince. Thou judges! false already : I 
mean thou shalt have the hanging of the 
thieves, and so become a rare hangman. f>o 

Fal. Well, Hal, well; and in some sort 
it jumps with my humour as w^ell as waiting 
in the court, I can tell you. 

Prince. For obtaining of suits ? 

Fal. Yea, for obtaining of suits, whereof 
the hangman hath no lean wardrobe. 
'Sblood, I am as melancholy as a gib cat 
or a lugg'd bear. 7^ 

Prince. Or an old lion, or a lover's lute. 

Fal. Yea, or the drone of a Lincolnshire 
bagpipe. 

Prince. What sayest thou to a hare, or 
the melancholy of Moor Ditch ? 7c 

Fal. Thou hast the most unsavoury 
similes, and art indeed the most compara¬ 
tive, rascalliest, sweet young prince. But, 
Hal, 1 prithee, trouble me no more with 
vanity. I would to God thou and 1 knew 
where a commodity of good names were to 
be bought. An old lord of the Council 
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rated me the other day in the street about 
you, sir, but I mark'd him not; and yet he 
talk’d very wisely, but 1 regarded him 
not; and yet he talk’d wisely, and in the 
street too. ss 

Prince. Thou didst well; for wisdom 
cries out in the streets, and no man regards 
it. 

Fal. O, thou hast damnable iteration, 
and art indeed able to corrupt a saint. 
Thou hast done much harm upon me, Hal— 
God forgive thee for it 1 Before I knew 
thee, Hal, I knew nothing ; and now am I, 
if a man should speak tmly, little better 
than one of the wicked. I must give over 
this life, and I will give it over. By the 
Lord, an I do not I am a villain I I’ll be 
damn’d for never a king’s son in Christen¬ 
dom. 95 

Prince. Where shall we take a purse 
to-morrow, Jack ? 

Fal. Zounds, where thou wilt, lad; I’ll 
make one. An I do not, call me villain and 
baffle me. 

Prince. I see a good amendment of life 
in thee—from praying to purse-taking. 100 
Fal. Why, Hal, ’tis my vocation, Hal; 
'tis no sin for a man to labour in his 
vcTation. 

Enter Poins. 

Poins!—Now shall we know if Gadshill 
have set a match. O, if men were to be 
saved by merit, what hole in hell were 
hot enough for him ? This is the most 
omnipotent villain that ever cried ' Stand' 
to a true man. loo 

Prince. Good morrow, Ned. 

Poins. Good morrow, sweet Hal. What 
says Monsieur Remorse ? What says Sir 
John Sack and Sugar ? Jack, how agrees 
the devil and thee about thy soul, that thou 
soldest him on Good Friday last for a cup 
of Madeira and a cold capon’s leg ? 312 

Prince. Sir John stands to his word—the 
devil shall have his bargain; for he was 
never yet a breaker of proverbs ; he will 
give the devil his due. 115 

Poins. Then art thou damn’d for keeping 
thy word with the devil. 

Prince. Else he had been damn’d for 
cozening the devil. 119 

Poins. But, my lads, my lads, to-morrow 
morning, by four o'clock early, at Gadshill! 
There are pilgrims going to Canterbury w ith 
rich offerings, and traders riding to London 
with fat purses. 1 have vizards for you all; 
you have horses for yourselves. Gadshill 
lies to-night in Rochester ; I have be.spoke 
supper to-morrow night in Eastcheap. We 
may do it as secure as sleep. If you will 
go, I will stuff your purses full of crowns; 
if you will not, tarry at home and be 
hang'd. 12s 
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FaL Hear ye, Yedward : if I tarry at 
home and go not, I’ll hang you for going. 
Poins. You will, chops ? 131 

Fal, Hal, wilt thou make one ? 

Prince. Who ?—I rob, 1 a thief ? Not I, 
by my faith. 

Fal. There’s neither honesty, manhood, 
nor good fellowship in thee, nor thou 
cam’st not of the blood royal, if thou 
darest not stand for ten shillings. i3'> 

Prince. Well then, once in my days I’ll 
be a madcap. 

Fal. Why, that’s well said. 

Prince. Well, come what will. I’ll tarry 
at home. 

Fal. By the lord. I’ll be a traitor then, 
when thou art king. 141 

Prince. I care not. 

Poins. Sir John, I prithee, leave the 
Prince and me alone : I will lay him down 
such reasons for this adventure that he 
shall go. M ^ 

Fal. Well, God give thee the spirit of 
persuasion, and him the ears of profiting, 
that what thou speakest may move, and 
what he hears may be believed ; that the 
true prince may. for recreation sake, prove 
a false thief; for the poor abuses of the 
time want countenance. Farewell; you 
shall find me in Eastcheap. 151 

Prince. Farewell, thou latter spring! 
Farewell, All-hallown summer! 

[Exif Falstaff. 
Poins. Now, my good sweet honey lord, 
ride with us to-morrow. I have a jest to 
execute that I cannot manage alone. 
Falstaff, Bardolph, Peto, and Gadshill, 
shall rob those men that we have already 
waylaid ; yourself and I will not be there ; 
and when they have the booty, if you and 
I do not rob them, cut this head off from 
my shoulders. lOo 

Prince. How shall we part with them in 
setting forth ? 

Poins. Why, we will set forth before or 
after them, and appoint them a place of 
meeting, wherein it is at our pleasure to 
fail; and then will they adventure upon 
the exploit themselves; which they shall 
have no sooner achieved but we'll set upon 
them. 167 

Prince. Yea, but ’tis like that they will 
know us by our horses, by our habits, and 
by every other appointment, to be our¬ 
selves. 170 

Poins. Tut I our horses they shall not 
see—I’ll tie them in the wood ; our vizards 
we will change after we leave them ; and, 
sirrah, I have cases of buckram for the 
nonce, to inunask our noted outward 
garments. 174 

Prince. Yea, but I doubt they will be 
too hard for us. 

Poins. Well, for two of them, I know 


them to be as true-bred cowards as ever 
turn’d back ; and for the third, if he fight 
longer than he secs reason, I’ll forswear 
arms. The virtue of this jest will be the 
incomprehensible lies that this same fat 
rogue will tell us when we meet at supper : 
how thirty, at least, he fought with ; what 
wards, what blows, what extremities he 
endured ; and in the reproof of this lives 
the jest. I S3 

Prince. Well, I’ll go with thee. Provide 
us all things necessary, and meet me to¬ 
morrow night in Eastcheap ; there I'll sup. 
Farewell. 

Poins. Farewell, my lord. [Exif Poins. 
Prince. I know you all, and will awhile 
uphold 

The unyok'd humour of your idleness ; 

Yet herein will 1 imitate the sun, 100 

Who doth permit the base contagious clouds 
To smother up his beauty from the world, 
That, when he please again to be himself, 
Being wanted, he may be more wond'red at 
By breaking through the foul and ugly 
mists 1*^5 

Of vapours that did seem to strangle him. 
If all the year were playing holidays, 

To sport would be as tedious as to work ; 
But when they seldom come, they wish'd- 
for come, 199 

And nothing pleaseth but rare accidents. 
So, when this loose behaviour 1 throw' off 
And pay the debt I never promised. 

By how much better than my word I am, 
By so much shall I falsify men's hopes; ^04 
And, like bright metal on a sullen ground. 
My reformation, glitt’ring o’er my fault. 
Shall show more goodly and attract more 
eyes 

Ilian that which hath no foil to set it off. 
I'll so offend to make offence a skill, 
Redeeming time when men think least I 
will. [Exif. 

Scene III. London. The palace. 

Enter the King, Northumberland, Wor¬ 
cester, Hotspur, Sir Walter Blunt, 
with Others. 

King. My blood hath been too cold and 
temperate. 

Unapt to stir at these indignities, 

And you have found me; for accordingly 
You tread upon my patience. But be sure 
I will from henceforth rather be myself, 5 
Mighty and to be fear'd, than my condition. 
Which hath been smooth as oil, soft as 
young down. 

And therefore lost that title of respect 
Which the proud soul ne’er pays but to the 
proud. 

Wor. Our house, my sovereign liege, little 
deserves jo 

Tlie scourge of greatness to be us’d on it— 

483 
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And that same greatness too which our own 
hands 

Have help to make so portly. 

North, My lord— 

King, Worcester, get thee gone; for 1 
do see 13 

Danger and disobedience in thine eye, 

O, sir, your presence is too bold and 
peremptory, 

And majesty might never yet endure 
The moody frontier of a servant brow. 
You have good leave to leave us ; when w*e 
need 

Your use and counsel, we shall send for you. 

[Exit Worceskr. 

You were about to speak. 

North. Yea, my good lord. 

Those prisoners in your Highness’ name 
demanded, 

Which Harry Percy here at Holmedon took. 
Were, as he says, not with such strength 
denied 

As is delivered to your Majesty. 

Either envy, therefore, or misprision 
Is guilty of this fault, and not my son. 

Hot. My liege, 1 did deny no prisoners. 
But 1 remember when the fight was done. 
When 1 was dry with rage and extreme 
toil, :,i 

Breathless and faint, leaning upon my 
sword. 

Came there a certain lord, neat, and trimly 
dress’d. 

Fresh a.s a bridegroom, and his chin new 
reap’d 

Shovv’d like a stubble-land at harvest- 
home. 35 

He was perfumed like a milliner, 

And ’twixt his finger and his thumb he held 
A pouncet-box, which ever and anon 
He gave his nose and took’t away again ; 
Who therewith angry, when it next came 
there. 10 

Took it in snuff—and still he smil’d and 
talk’d— 

And as the soldiers bore dead bodies by. 
He call'd them untaught knaves, un¬ 
mannerly. 

To bring a slovenly unhandsome corse 
Betwixt the wind and his nobility. 45 

With many holiday and lady terms 
He questioned me: amongst the rest, 
demanded 

My prisoners in your Majesty’s behalf. 

I then, all smarting with my wounds being 
cold, 

To be so pest’red with a popinjay, 50 
Out of my grief and my impatience 
Answer’d neglectingly 1 know not what— 
He should, or he should not—for he made 
me mad 

To see him shine so brisk, and smell so 
sweet, 

And talk so like a waiting-gentlewoman 55 
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Of guns, and drums, and wounds—God 
save the mark !— 

And telling me the sovereignest thing on 
earth 

Was parmaceti for an inward bruise; 

And that it was great pity, so it was, 

This villainous saltpetre should be digg’d 60 
Out of the bowels of the harmless earth, 
Which many a good tall fellow had 
destroy’d 

So cowardly ; and but for these vile guns 
He would himself have been a soldier. 

This bald unjointed chat of his, my lord, 65 
1 answered indirectly, as 1 said ; 

And 1 beseech you, lei not his report 
Come current for an accusation 
Betwixt my love ard your high Majesty, 
Blunt. The circumstance considered, gcocl 
my lord, 70 

Whate’er Lord Harry Percy then had said 
To such a person, and in such a place. 

At such a time, witii all the rest re-told, 
May reasonably die, and r.ever rise 
To do him wrong, or any way impeach 75 
What then he said, so he unsay it now. 
King. \Miy, yet he doth deny his 
prisoners. 

But with proviso and exception— 

That we at our own charge shall ransom 
straight 79 

His brothcT-in-law, the foolish Mortimer ; 
Who, oil my soul, hath wilfully betray’d 
The lives of those that he did lead to fight 
Against that great magician, damn’d 
Glendower, 

Whose daughter, as we hear, that Earl of 
March 

Hath lately married. Shall our cofiers, 
then, 

Be emptied to redeem a traitor home ? 
Shall we buy treason, and indent with fears, 
When they have lost and forfeited them¬ 
selves ? 

No, on the barren mountains let him starve; 
For I shall never hold that man my fiiend 
Whose tongue shall ask me for one penny 
cost gi 

To ransom home revolted Mortimer. 

Hot. Revolted Mortimer ! 

He never did fall off, my sovereign lie'ge, 
But by the chance of war ; to prove that 
true, 05 

Needs no more but one tongue for all those 
wounds, 

Those mouthed wounds, which valiantly he 
took 

When on the gentle Severn’s sedgy bank. 

In single opposition hand to hand, 

He did confound the best part of an hour 100 
In changing hardiment with great Glen- 
dower. 

Three times they breath'd, and three times 
did they drink, 

Upon agreement, of swift Severn’s flood; 
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Who then, aftrighted with their bloody 
looks. 

Ran fcarfahy airiong the trembling reeds 105 
And hid his ciisp head in the hollow bank 
Bloodstained with these valiant com¬ 
batants. 

Never did base and rotten policy 
Colour her working with such deadly 
wounds; 

Nor never could the noble Mortimer jh* 
Receive so many, and all willingly. 

Then let him not be slandered with revolt 

King, Tnou dost belie him, Percy, thou 
dost belie him ; 

He never did encounter with Glcndower. 

I tell tiiec IIS 

He durst as well have met the devil alone 
As 0 *ve;i Glcndower lor an enemy. 

Art thou not asham'd ? But, sirrah, hence¬ 
forth 

Let me not hear you speak of Mortimer ; 
Send me your prisoners with the speediest 
means, i-o 

Or you shall hear in such a kind from me 
As will displease you. My Lord Northum- 
berian:!. 

We license your departure with your son. 
Send u > you r prisoners, or you will hear of it. 
lExcunt King Henry, Blunt^ and Train. 

Hot. An if the devil come and roar for 
them, i.f, 

I will not send them. I will after .straight 
And tell him so ; for I will ease my heart, 
Albeit I make a hazard of my head. 

North. What, drunk with choler ? Stay 
and pause awhile. 

Here comes your unde. 

Re-enter Worcester. 

Hot. Speak of Mortimer ! 130 

Zounds, I will speak of him ; and let my 
soul 

Want mercy if I do not join with him. 

Yea, on his part I’ll empty all these veins 
And shed my dear blood drop by drop in 
the dust, 

But I will lift the down-trod Mortimer n? 
As hi.^h in the air as this unthankful king, 
As this ingrate and cank’red Bolingbroke. 

North. Brother, the King hath made your 
nephew mad. 

Wor. Who struck this heat up after I was 
gone ? 

Hot. He will, forsooth, have all my 
prisoners ; 1 to 

And when I urg’d the ransom once again 
Of my wife’s brother, then his cheek look’d 
pale, 

And on my face he turn’d an eye of 
death, 

Trembling even at the name of Mortimer. 

Wor. 1 cannot blame him: was not he 
proclaim’d 145 

By Richard that dead is the next of blood ? 


North. He was: 1 heard the proclama¬ 
tion ; 

And then it was when the unhappy King— 
Whose wrongs in us God pardon !—did set 
forth 

Upon his Irish expedition ; 150 

From whence he intercepted did return 
To be depos’d, and shortly murdered. 

Wor. And for whose death we in the 
world's wide mouth 
Live scandaliz’d and foully spoken of. 

Hot. But soft, I pray you : did King 
Richard then iss 

Proclaim my brother, Edmund Mortimer, 
Heir to the crown ? 

North. ile did : myself did hear it. 

Hoi. Nay, then I cannot blame his cousin 
ki'ig, 

That wish'd him on the barren mountains 
starve. 

But shall It be tliat you that set the crown 
Upon the head of this forgetful man, 101 
And for his sake wear the detested blot 
Of murderous subornation—shall it be 
J'hat you a world of curses undergo, 

Being the agents or ba.se second means, if 5 
the cords, the ladder, or the hangman 
rather ? 

O, pardon me that I descend so low 
lo show the line and the predicament 
Wherein you range under this subtle king ! 
Shall it, for shame, be spoken in these clays 
Or fill up chronicles in time to come, 171 
riiat men of your nobility and power 
D;d gage thenii both in an unjust behalf— 
As both of you, God pardon it! have done— 
To put down Richard, that sweet lovely 
rose, 175 

And plant this thorn, this canker, Boling- 
broke ? 

And shall it, in more shame, be further 
spoken 

That you are fool'd, discarded, and shook 
off. 

By him for whom these shames ye under¬ 
went ? 

No; yet time ser/cs wherein you may 
redeem iSo 

Your banish’d honours, and restore your¬ 
selves 

Into the good thoughts of the world again ; 
Revenge the jeering and disdain’d con¬ 
tempt 

Of this proud king, who studies day and 
night 

To answer all the debt he ow’cs to you 
Even with the bloody payment of your 
deaths. 

Therefore I say— 

Wor. Peace, cousin, say no more. 

And now I will unclasp a secret book. 

And to your quick-conceiving discontents 
ril read you matter deep and dangerous, 
As full of peril and adventurous spirit 191 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH^PART ONE [Act ! 


As to o'cr-walk a current roaring loud 
On the unsteadfast footing of a spear. 

Hot, If he fall in« good night, or sink or 
swim. 

Send danger from the east unto the west 
So honour cross it from the north to south 
And let them grapple. O, the blood more 
stirs ly 

To rouse a lion than to start a hare ! 

Nortn. Imagination of some great exploit 
Drives him beyond the bounds of patience 
Hot, By heaven, methinks it were an easy 
leap 

To pluck bright honour from the pale-fac'd 
moon; 

Or dive into the bottom of the deep. 
Where fathom-line could never touch the 
ground, 

And pluck up drowned honour by the locks; 
So he that doth redeem her thence might 
wear 

Without corrival all her dignities. 

But out upon this half-fac*d fellowship! 
Wor, He apprehends a world of figures 
here, 

But not the form of what he should attend. 
Good cousin, give me audience for a while. 
Hot, 1 cry you mercy. 

Wor. Those same noble Scots 

That arc your prisoners— 

Hot, ril keep them all; 

By God, he shall not have a Scot of them ; 
No, if a Scot would save his soul, he shall 
not. 215 

ril keep them, by this hand. 

Wor. You start away, 

And lend no ear unto my purposes. 

Those prisoners you shall keep. 

Hot. Nay, 1 will; that’s flat. 

He said he would not ransom Mortimer; 
Forbad my tongue to speak of Mortimer ; 
But 1 will find him when he lies asleep, 221 
And in his ear I'll holla ’ Mortimer! ’ 

Nay, 

I’ll have a starling shall be taught to speak 
Nothing but ‘ Mortimerand give it him 
To keep his anger still in motion. 226 
Wor, Hear you, cousin ; a word. 

Hot. All studies here I solemnly defy. 
Save how to gall and pinch this Boling- 
broke, 

And that same sword-and-buckler Prince 
of Wales— 230 

But that I think his father loves him not 
And would be glad he met with some 
mischance— 

I would have him poison’d with a pot of ale. 

Wor. Farewell, kinsman : I’ll talk to you 
When you are better temper’d to attend. 235 
North. Why, what a wasp-stung and 
impatient fool 

Art thou to break into this woman’s mood. 
Tying thine ear to no tongue but thine 
own! 

486 


Hot, Why, look you, I am whipt and 
scourg’d with rods, 

Nettled, and stung with pismires, when I 
hear 240 

Of this vile politician, Bolingbroke. 

In Richard’s time—what do you call the 
place ?— 

A plague upon it, it is in Gloucestershire— 
’Twas where the madcap duke his uncle 
kept— 

His uncle York—where I first bow’d my 
knee 245 

Unto this king of smiles, this Bolingbroke— 
’Shlood ! 

When you and he came back from Ravens- 
purgh— 

North. At Berkeley Castle. 

Hot. You say true. 230 

Why, what a candy deal of courtesy 
This fawning greyhound then did proffer 
me! 

‘ Look when his infant fortune came to 
age ’ 

And ' gentle Harry Percy ’ and ‘ kind 
cousin ’— 

O, the devil take such cozeners ! God 
forgive me I 55 

Good uncle, tell your tale—I have done. 

Wor. Nay, if >011 have not, to it again ; 
We will stay your leisure. 

Hot. I have done, i’ faith, 

Wor. Then once more to your Scottish 
prisoners: 

Deliver them up without their ransom 
straight, 

And make the Douglas’ son your only mean 
For powers in Scotland ; which, for divers 
reasons 

Which 1 shall send you written, be assur’d 
Will easily be granted. [To North] You, my 
lord, ‘^>4 

Your son in Scotland being thus employ’d. 
Shall secretly into the bosom creep 
Of that same noble prelate, w ell belov’d, 
The Archbishop. 

Hot. Of York, is it not ? 

Wor. True ; who bears hard 270 

His brother’s death at Bristow, the Lord 
Scroop. 

I speak not this in estimation. 

As what I think might be, but what I know 
Is ruminated, plotted, and set down. 

And only stays but to behold the face 275 
Of that occasion that shall bring it cn. 

Hot. I smell it. Upon my life, it will do 
well. 

North. Before the game is afoot thou 
still let’st slip. 

Hot. Why, it cannot choose but be a 
noble plot. 

And then the power of Scotland and of 
York 280 

To Join with Mortimer, ha ? 

Wor. And so they shall* 
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Hot In faith, it is exceedingly well aim’d. 
Wor. And ’tis no little reason bids us 
speed, 

To save our heads by raising of a head ; 
For, bear ourselves as even as we can, 2S5 
The King will always think him in our 
debt. 

And think we think ourselves unsatisfied. 
Till he hath found a time to pay us home. 
And see already how he doth begin 
To make us strangers to his looks of love. 
Hoi. He does, he does. We’ll be reveng’d 
on him. 21)1 

Wor, Cousin, farewell. No further go in 
this 

Than I by letters shall direct your course. 
When time is ripe, which will be suddenly, 
ril steal to Glcndower and Lord Mortimer ; 
Where you and Douglas and our powTs at 
once, 

As 1 will tashion it, shall happily meet. 

To bear our fortunes in our own strong 
arms. 

Which now we hold at much uncertainty. 
North. Farewell, good brother. We shall 
thrive, I trust. 

Hot. Uncle, adieu. O, let the hours be 
short 30 r 

Till fields and blows and groans applaud 
our sport! llixeunt, 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Rochester, An inn yard. 
Enter a Carrier with a lantern in his hand. 

First Carrier. Heigh-ho ! an it be not four 
by the day. I’ll be hang’d ; Charles’ wain 
is over the new chimney, and yet our horse 
not pack'd. What, ostler ! 

Ost. [Widiin] Anon, anon. 4 

First Car. 1 prithee, Tom, beat Cut’s 
saddle ; put a few flocks in the point; poor 
jade is wrung in the withers out of all cess. 

Enter another Carrier. 

Sec. Car, Peas and beans are as dank here 
as a dog, and that is the next way to give 
poor jades the bots; this house is turned 
upside down since Robin Ostler died, i*' 
First Car. Poor fellow never joyed since 
the price of oats rose ; it was the death of 
him. 

Sec. Car. 1 think this be the most 
villainous house in all London road for 
fleas ; 1 am stung like a tench. u 

First Car. Like a tench ! By the mass, 
there is ne’er a king christen could be 
better bit than I have been since the first 
cock. 

Sec. Car. Why, they will allow us ne'er a 
Jordan; and then we leak in your chimney; 
and your chamber-lye breeds fleas like a 
loach. 20 


First Car. What, ostler ! come away, and 
be hang’d ; come away. 

Sec. Car. I have a gammon of bacon and 
two razes of ginger, to be delivered as far as 
Charing Cross. 24 

First Car. God’s body ! the turkeys in my 
pannier are quite starved. V/hat, ostler ! A 
plague on thee ! hast thou never an eye in 
thy head ? Canst not hear ? An 'twere not 
as good deed as drink to break the pate on 
thee, I am a very villain. Come, and be 
hang’d ! Hast no faith in thee ? 30 

Enter Gadshill. 

Gads. Good morrow, carriers. What’s 
o'clock ? 

First Car. 1 think it be two o’clock. 

Gads. 1 prithee lend me thy lantern to 
see my gelding in the stable. 

First Car. Nay, by God I Soft! I know 
a trick worth two of that, i’faith. 3<> 

Gads. 1 pray thee lend me thine. 

Sec. Car. Ay, when, canst tell ? Lend me 
thy lantern, quoth ’a ? Marry, I’ll see thee 
hang’d first. 

Gads. Sirrah carrier, what time do you 
mean to come to London ? 41 

Sec. Car. Time enough to go to bed with 
a candle, 1 warrant thee. Ceme, neighbour 
Mugs, we’ll call up the gentlemen; they 
will along with company, for they have 
great charge. Carriers. 

Gads. What, ho 1 chamberlain ! 46 

Cham. [Within] At hand, quoth pick- 
purse. 

Gads. That’s even as fair as—at hand, 
quoth the chamberlain ; for thou variest 
no more from picking of pursScs than giving 
direction doth from labouring ; thou layest 
the plot how. 5» 

Enter Chamberlain. 

Ciiam. Good morrow’. Master Gadshill. 
It holds current that 1 told you yesternight; 
there’s a franklin in the Wild of Kent hath 
brought three hundred marks with him in 
gold ; 1 heard him tell it to one of his com¬ 
pany last night at supper, a kind of auditor; 
one that hath abundance of charge too— 
God knows what. Ihey are up already and 
call for eggs and butter; they will away 
presently. 

Gads. Sirrah, if they meet not with Saint 
Nicholas’ clerks. I’ll give thee this neck. <0 

Cham. No, I'll none of it; I pray thee 
keep that for the hangman; for I know 
thou worshippest Saint Nicholas as truly 
as a man of falsehood may. 63 

Gads. What talkest thou to me of the 
hangman 7 If I hang. I'll make a fat pair 
of gallows; for if I hang, old Sir John 
hangs with me; and thou knowest he is 
no starveling. Tut! there are other 
Troyans that thou dream’st not of, the 
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which for sport sake are content to do the 
profession some grace ; that would, if 
matters should be look'd into, for their own 
credit sake, make all whole. 1 am joined 
with no foot landrakers, no long-staff six¬ 
penny strikers, none of these mad mustachio 
purple-hu’d rnalt-worms ; but ^vith nobility 
and tranquillity, burgomasters and great 
one/ers, such as can hold in, such as will 
strike sooner than speak, and speak sooner 
than drink, and drink sooner than pray. 
And yet, zounds, I lie ; for tiiey pray con¬ 
tinually to their saint, the commonwealth ; 
or, rather, not pray to her, bin prey on her ; 
for they ride up and down on her, and make 
her their boots. ; - 

Cham, What, tlic commonwealth their 
boots ? Will she hold out water in foul 
way ? 

Gads, She will, she will ,* justice hath 
liquor’d her. We steal as in a castle, cock¬ 
sure ; we have the receipt of fern-seed, we 
walk inx isihlo. 1 1 

Cham, Nay. by my faith, f think you are 
more beholding to the nigid than to fern- 
seed for your walking invisible. 

Gads, Give me thy hand : thou shalt ha\ c 
a share in our purchase, as I am a true man. 

Cham. Nay, rather let me have it, as you 
are a false thief. v» 

Gads, Go to ; ‘ homo ’ is a common name 
to all men. Bid the ostler bring my gelding 

out of the stable. Farewell, you muddy 

knave. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. The highway, near Oadshill. 
Enter the Prince oi' Wales and Poins. 

Poins. Come, shelter, shelter; I have 
remov’d FalstafT’s horse, and he frets like 
a gumm’d velvet. 

Prince, Stand close. 

Enter Falstaff. 

Fal, Poins ! Poins 1 And be hang’d ! 
Poins ! 

Prince. Peace, yc fat-kidney’d rascal; 
what a brawling dost thou keep ! o 

Fal, Where’s Poins, Hal ? 

Prince. He is walk'd up to the top of the 
hill; I’ll go seek him. 

Fal, I am accurs'd to rob in that thief’s 
company; the rascal hath removed mv 
horse, and tied him I know not where. If 
I travel but four foot by the squicr further 
afoot, I shall break my wind. Well, I 
doubt not but to die a fair death for all this, 
if I scape hanging for killing that rogue. I 
have forsworn his company hourly any 
time this two and twenty years, and yet I 
am bewitch’d with the rogue's company. 
If the rascal have not given me medicines 
to make me love him. I’ll be hang’d. It 
could not be else : I have drunk medicines. 


Poins ! Hal! A plague upon you both ! 
Bardolph ! Peto ! I'll starve ere I'll rob a 
foot further. An 'twere not as good a deed 
as drink to turn true man, and to leave 
these rogues, I am the veriest varlet that 
ever chewed with a tooth. Eight yards of 
uneven ground is three-score and ten miles 
afoot with me; and the stony-hearted 
villains know it well enough. A plague 
upon it, when thieves cannot be true one to 
another ! [They uhistlel Whew'! A plague 
upon you all! Give me my liorse, you 
rogues; give me my horse, and be 
hang’d. 

Prince, Peace, ye fat-guts ! lie down ; lay 
thine ear close to the ground, and list if 
thou cans! hear (he tread of tiavcllcrs. 3* 
Fal. Have you any levers to lift me up 
again, being down ? 'Sblood, I’ll not bear 
mine own flesh so far afoot again for all the 
coin in thy father's cxciutiiier. What a 
plague mean ye to colt me thus ? 30 

Prince. Thou liest: thou art not coiled, 
thou art uncoltcd. 

Fal. 1 prithee, good Prince Hal, help me 
to my horse, good king’s son. 10 

Prince, Out, ye rogue I shall I be your 
ostler ? 

Fal, Hang thyself in thine own heir- 
apparent garters. If I be ta'cn, I’ll peach 
for this. An I have not ballads made cn 
you all, and sung to filthy tunes, let a cup 
'f sack be my poison. When a jest is so 
i’orward, and afoot too !—1 hate it. 3'* 

Enter Gadshill, Bardolph and Peto with 

him. 

Gads. Stand I 

Fal. So 1 do, against my will. 

Poins, O, Tis our setter: 1 know' his 
voice. Bardolph, what news ? 50 

Bard. Case ye, case ye; on witli your 
vizards : there’s money of the King's 
coming down the hill; 'tis going to the 
King’s exchequer. 

Fal. You lie, ye rogue ; 'tis going to the 
King’s tavern. 

Gads. There’s enough to make us all. 55 
Fal. To be hang’d. 

Prince, Sirs, you four shall front them in 
the narrow lane; Ned Poins ard I will 
walk lower; if they scape frem your 
encounter, then they light on us. 

Peto, How many be there of them ? co 
Gads, Some eight or ten. 

Fal. Zounds, will they not rob us ? 
Prince. What, a coward, Sir John 
Paunch ? 

Fal. Indeed, I am not John of Gaunt, 
your grandfather; but yet no coward. 
Hal. f,5 

Prince, Well, we leave that to the proof. 
Poins, Sirrah Jack, thy horse stands 
behind the hedge : w hen thou need’st him, 
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there thou shalt find him. Farewell, and 
stand fast. f'v 

Fah Now cannot I strike him, if I should 
be hang'd. 

Prince* [Aside to Poins] Ned, where arc 
our disguises ? 

Poins, fAs/drJ Here, hard by; stand close. 

lF\'enni (he Prince and Poins. 

FaL Now, my masters, happy man be 
his dole, say 1; every man to his business. 
Enter the Travellers. 

First Trav. Come, neighbour; the boy 
shall lead our horses down the hill; we'll 
walk ai'oot awhile, and ease our legs. 

7 'liicves. Stand ! 

Travellers, Jesus bless us ! 7'i 

Fal. Strike ; down with them ; cut the 
villains* throats. Ah, whoreson cater¬ 
pillars ! bacon-fed knaves ! Ihey hate us 
youth. Down with them ; fleece them. 

Trav. O, we are undone, both we and 
ours for ever ! 81 

Fal, Hang ye, gorbellied knaves, are ye 
undone ? No, ye fat chulis; I would your 
store were here. On, bacons, on! What, ye 
knaves! young men must live. You are 
grand-jurors, are yc ? we’ll jure ye, faith. 

[flere they rob them and bind 
them. Exeunt, 

Re-enter the Prince and Poins 
in bnckram. 

Prince, The thieves have bound the true 
men. Now, could thou and I rob the 
thieves and go merrily to London, it would 
be argument for a week, laughter for a 
month, and a good jest for ever, 

Poins. Stand close ; I hear them coming. 

Enter the Thieves again. 

Fal. Come, my masters, iet us share, and 
then to horse before day. An the Prince 
and Poins be not two arrant cowards, 
there’s no equity stirring. Tiiere’s no 
more valour in that Poins than in a wild 
duck. (jy 

[As they are sharingt the Prince and 
Poins set upon them. 

Prince, Your money! 

Poins, Villains I 

[ They all run away, and Falstaff, after 
a blow or two, runs away too, leaving 
the booty behind them. 

Prince. Got with much ease. Now merrily 
to horse. 

The thieves arc all scattered, and possess’d 
with fear n>i 

So strongly that they dare not meet each 
other; 

Each takes his fellow for an officer. 

Away, good Ned. Falstaff sweats to death 
And lards the lean earth as he walks along. 
Were't not for laughing, I should pity him, 

Poins. How the fat rogue roar'd 1 [Exeunf. 


Scene III, Warkuorth Castle. 

Enter Hotspur solus, reading a letter. 

Hoi. ‘ But, for mine own part, my lord, 
I could be well contented to be there, in 
respect of the love 1 bear your house.’ He 
could be contented—why i.s he not, then ? 
In re.spcct of the love he bears our house— 
he shows in this he loves his own barn 
better than he loves our liou>:e. Let me 
sec some more. ' Ihc pin pose you under¬ 
take is dangerous ’—why, tliat’s certain : 
'tis dangerous to take a cold, to sleep, to 
drink ; but I tell you, n»y lord fcol, out of 
this nettle, danger, we pluck tin's flower, 
safety. ‘ The purpose you undei take is 
dangerous ; the friends you have named 
uncertain ; the time itself iinsortcd ; and 
your whole plot too liglit for the counter¬ 
poise of so great an opposition.' i:ay >eu 
so, say you .so ? I say unto you again, you 
are a shallow, cowardly hind, ami you lie. 
What a lack-brain is this ! By the Loid, 
our plot is a good plot as ever was laid ; 
jur friends true and constant—a good 
plot, good friends, and full of expectation ; 
an excellent plot, very good friends. What 
a frosty-spirited rogue is this ! W hy, my 
Lord of York commends the plot and the 
general course of the action. Zcimds, an I 
were now by this rascal, I could brain him 
with his lady’s fan. Is there not my father, 
my uncle, and myself; Lord Fdmurd 
Mortimer, my Lord of York, and Owen 
Glendower ? Is there not, besides, the 
Douglas ? Have 1 not all their letters to 
meet me in arms by the ninth of the next 
month, and arc they not some of them set 
forward already ? What a pagan rascal is 
this ! an infidel! Ha ! you shall see renv, 
in very sincerity of fear and cold heart, 
will he to the King and lay e>pen all our 
prvKeediugs. O, 1 could divide myself and 
go to buffets for moving such a dish e>f 
skim milk with so honenitable an action ! 
Hang him ; let him tell the King ; we are 
prepared. I will set forwarel to-night. 3-’ 

Enter Lady Percy. 

How now, Kate I I must leave you within 
these two hours. 

Lady, O my good lord, why are you thus 
alone ? 

For what offence have 1 this fortnight teen 
A banish’d woman from my HpArry's ted ? 
Tell me, sweet lord, what is’t that takes 
from thee 37 

Thy stomach, pleasure, and thy golden 
sleep ? 

Why dost thou bend thine eyes upon the 
earth, 

And start so often when thou sit'st alone ? 
Why hast thou lost the fresh blood in tty 
cheeks, a i 
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And given my treasures and my rights of 
thee 42 

To thick-ey’d musing and curs'd melan¬ 
choly ? 

In thy faint slumbers I by thee have 
watch'd, 

And heard thee murmur talcs of iron wars ; 
Speak terms of manage to thy bounding 
steed; 46 

Cry * Courage ! To the field I' And thou 
hast talk'd 

Of sallies and retires, of trenches, tents, 

Of palisadoes, frontiers, parapets, 

Of basilisks, of cannon, culverin, 50 

Of prisoners’ ransom, and of soldiers slain. 

And all the currents of a heady fight. 

Thy spirit within thee hath been so at war, 
And thus hath so bestirr’d thee in thy sleep. 
That beads of sw'eat have stood upon thy 
brow 55 

Like bubbles in a late disturbed stream : 
And in thy face strange motions have 
appear’d. 

Such as we see when men restrain their 
breath 

On some great sudden best. O, w^hat 
portents are these ? 

Some heavy business hath my lord in hand. 
And I must know it, else he loves me not. 
Hot. What, ho ! 

Enter a Servant. 

Is Gilliams with the packet gone ? 
Serf. He is, my lord, an hour ago. 

Hot. Hath Butler brought thOsse horses 
from the sheriff ? 

Serf. One horse, my lord, he brought 
even now. t>5 

Hot. What horse ? A roan, a crop-ear, is 
it not ? 

Serf. It is, my lord. 

Hot. That roan shall be my throne. 
Well, 1 will back him straight. O esperance! 
Bid Butler lead him forth into the park. 

[Exit Servant. 

Lady. But hear you, my lord. 70 

Hot. What say’st thou, my lady ? 

Lady. What is it carries you away ? 

Hot. Why, my horse, my love, my horse. 
Lady. Out, you mad-headed ape ! 

A weasel hath not such a deal of spleen 75 
As you are toss’d with. In faith. 

I'll know your business, Harry, that 1 will. 

I fear my brother Mortimer doth stir 
About his title and hath sent for you 7o 
To line his enterprise; but if you go— 
Hot. So far afoot, I shall be weary, love. 
Lady. Come, come, you paraquito, 
answer me 

Directly unto this question that I ask. 

In faith. I'll break thy little finger, Harry, 
An if thou wilt not tell me all things true. 

Hot. Away. 86 

Away, you trifler! Love, I love thee not, 
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1 care not for thee, Kate ; this is no world 
To play with mammets and to tilt with lips: 
We must have bloody noses and crack'd 
crowns, 90 

And pass them current too. God's me, my 
horse! 

What say'st thou, Kate ? what woiildst 
thou have w^ith me ? 

Lady. Do you not love me ? Do you not, 
indeed ? 

Well, do not, then; for since you love me 
not, 94 

I will not love myself. Do you not love me? 
Nay, tell me if you speak in jest or no. 

Hot. Come, wdlt thou see me ride ? 

And when I am o’ honeback, I will swear 
1 love thee infinitely. But hark you, Kate : 
I must not have you henceforth question 
me joo 

Whither I go, nor reason whereabout. 
Whither I must, I must; and, to conclude. 
This evening must 1 leave you, gentle Kate, 
1 know you wise, but yet no farther wise 
Than Harry Percy's wife; constant you 
are, ios 

But yet a woman ; and for secrecy, 

No lady closer ; for I w^ell believe 
Ihou wilt not utter what thou dost not 
know, 

And so far will I trust thee, gentle Kate. 
Lady. How, so far ? no 

Hot. Not an inch further. But hark ycu, 
Kate : 

Whither I go, thither shall you go too; 
To-day will 1 set forth, to-morrow you. 
Will this content yc u, Kate ? 

Lady. It must, of force. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Easkheap. The Boar's Head 
Tavern. 

Enter the Prince, and PoiNS. 

Prince. Ned, prithee, come out of that 
fat room and lend me thy hand to laugh 
a little. 

Poins. Where hast been, Hal ? 

Prince. With three or four loggerheads 
amongst three or fourscore hogsheads. I 
have sounded the very base-string of 
lumility. Sirrah, 1 am sworn brother to a 
leash of drawers and can call them all by 
their christen names, as Tom, Dick, and 
Francis. They take it already upon their 
salvation that though 1 be but Prince of 
Wales yet I am the king of courtesy ; and 
tell me flatly I am no proud Jack, like 
Falstaff, but a Corinthian, a lad of mettle, 
a good boy—by the Lord, so they call me— 
and when I am King of England I shall 
command all the good lads in Eastcheap. 
They call drinking deep, dyeing scarlet; 
and when you breathe in your watering, 
hey cry * hem!' and bid you play it off. 
To conclude, I am so good a proficient in 
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one quarter of an hour that 1 can drink 
with any tinker in his own language during 
my life. 1 tell thee, Ned, thou hast lost 
mudi honour that thou wert not with me 
in this action. But, sweet Ned—to sweeten 
which name of Ned, I give thee this penny¬ 
worth of sugar, clapp'd even now into my 
hand by an under-skinkcr, one that never 
spake other English in his life than * Eight 
shillings and sixpence ’ and * You are 
welcome' with this shrill addition, ' Anon, 
anon, sir! Score a pint of bastard in the 
Half-moon ’ or so. But, Ned, to drive 
away the time till Falstaff come, I prithee, 
do thou stand in some by-room, while I 
question my puny drawer to what end he 
gave me the sugar; and do thou never 
leave calling ' Francis I ' that his tale to me 
may be nothing but 'Anon'. Step aside, 
and I'll show thee a precedent. [Exii Poins. 
Poins* IWidiin] Francis I 32 

Prince, Thou arc perfect. 

Poins, [Whhin] Francis I 

Enter Francis. 

Fran, Anon, anon, sir. Look down into 
the Pomgarnet, Ralph. 

Prince. Come hither, Francis. 

Fran, My lord ? 

Prince. How long hast thou to serve, 
Francis ? 

Fran. Forsooth, five years, and as much 
as to— 

Poins, [Within] Francis I 
Fran, Anon, anon, sir. 

Prime, Five year I by'r lady, a long 
lease for the clinking of pewter. But, 
Francis, darest thou be so valiant as to 
play the coward with thy indenture and 
show it a fair pair of heels and run from it ? 

Fran, O Lord, sir. I'll be sworn upon all 
the books in England, 1 could find in my 
heart— 

Poins. IWithin] Francis I 
Fran. Anon, sir, 50 

Prince, How old art thou, Francis ? 
Fran. Let me see, about Michaelmas next 
I shall be— 

Poins, [Within] Francis I 
Fran. Anon, sir. Pray stay a little, my 
lord. 

Prince, Nay, but hark you, Francis: for 
the sugar thou gavest me—'twas a penny¬ 
worth, was't not ? 5»> 

Fran. O Lord, I would it had been two! 
Prince, I wiU give thee for it a thousand 
pound; ask me when thou wilt, and thou 
Shalt have it. 

Poins, [Within] Francis ! 60 

Fran. Anon, anon. 

Prince. Anon, Francis? No, Francis; 
but to-morrow, Francis; or, Francis, o' 
Thursday; or indeed, Francis, when thou 
wilt. But, Francis— 


Fran. My lord ? C5 

Prince. Wilt thou rob this leathern 

Jerkin, crystal-button, knot-pated, agate¬ 
ring, puke-stocking, caddis-garter, smooth- 
tongue, Spanish-pouch— 

Fran. O Lord, sir, who do you mean ? 69 
Prince, Why, then, your brown bastard 
is your only drink ; for, look you, Francis, 
your white canvas doublet will sully. In 
Barbary, sir, it cannot come to so much. 
Fran. What, sir ? 

Poins. [Wii/iiw] Francis ! 74 

Prince. Away, you rogue ! Dost thou not 
hear them call ? 

[Here they both call him ; Francis stands 
amazed, not kncuing uhich way to go. 
Enter Vintner. 

Vint. What, stand'st thou still, and 

hear'st such a calling ? Look to the guests 
within. (Exit Francis] My lord, old Sir 
John, with half-a-dozen more, are at the 
door. Shall I let them in ? so 

Prince, Let them alone awhile, and then 
open the door. [Exit Vintner] Poins ! 
Re-enter Poins. 

Poins. Anon, anon, sir. 

Prince. Sirrah, F'alstnfF and the rest of 
the thie\'es are at the door. Shall we be 
merry ? ^5 

Poins. As merry as crickets, my lad. But 
hark yc: what cunning match have you 
made with this jest of the drawer ? Come, 
what’s the issue ? ss 

Prince. I am now of all humours that 
have showed themselves humours since the 
old days of goodman Adam to the pupil- age 
of this present twelve o'clock at midnight. 

Re-enter Francis. 

What's o'clock, Francis ? 93 

Fran. Anon, anon, sir. [Exit. 

Prince. That ever this fellow should have 
fewer words than a parrot, and yet the son 
of a woman ! His industry is upstairs and 
downstairs ; his eloquence the parcel of a 
reckoning. 1 am not yet of Percy’s mind, 
the Hotspur of the north ; he that kills me 
some six or seven dozen of Scots at a 
breakfast, washes his hands, and says to 
his wife ‘ Fie upon this quiet life I I i^ ant 
work'. ‘ O my sweet Harry,' says she ' how 
many hast thou kill’d to-day ? ' ‘ Give my 
roan horse a drench ’ says he ; and answers 
' Some fourteen,’ an hour after, ‘a trifle, a 
trifle'. I prithee call in Falstaff; I'll play 
Percy, and that damn'd brawn shall play 
Dame Mortimer his wife. ' Rivo!' says the 
drunkard. Call in ribs, call in tallow. 

Enter Falstaff, Gadshill, Bardolph, and 
Peto ; followed by Francis with wine. 

Poins. Welcome, Jack. Where hast thou 
been ? los 

49X 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH-~PART ONE 


[Act 2 


FaL A plague of all cowards, 1 say, and a 
vengeance too ! Marry and amen I Give 
me a cup of sack, boy. Ere I lead this life 
long, ril sew nether-stocks, and mend them 
and foot them too. A plague of all cowards! 
Give me a cup of sack, rogue. Is there no 
virtue extant ? [He drinks, nj 

Prince, Didst thou never see Titan kiss a 
dish of butter, pitiful-hearted Titan, that 
melted at (he sweet tale of the sun’s ? If 
thou didst, then behold that compound. i u* 
Fill. You rogue, here’s lime in this sack 
too! There is nothing but roguery to be 
found in villainous man ; vet a coward is 
worse than a cup of sack with lime in it. A 
villainous coward ! Go thy ways, old Jack ; 
die when thou wilt; if manhood, good 
manhood, be not forgot upon the face of 
the cart]I, then am I a sliotten herring. 
Tiiere lives not three good men unhang’d in 
England, and one of them is fat and grows 
old. God help the while ! A bad world, I 
say, I would I were a weaver ; I could sing 
psalms or anything. A plague of all cow¬ 
ards, I say still. ‘*7 

Prince. How now’, woolsack! What mut¬ 
ter you ? 

FaL A king’s son ! If I do not beat thee 
out of thy kingdom with a dagger of lath, 
and drive all thy subjects afore thee like a 
flock of wild geese, I'll never wear hair on 
my face more. You Prince of Wales 1 i }♦: 

Prince. Why, you whoreson round man, 
what’s the matter ? 

FaL Are not you a coward ? Answer me 
to that—and Poins there ? 

Poins. Zounds, ye fat paunch, an ye call 
me coward, by the Lord, I'll stab thee. 

FaL I call thee coward ! I’ll see thee 
damn’d ere I call thee coward ; but I 
would give a thousand pound 1 could run 
as fast as thou canst. You are straight 
enough in the shoulders—you care not who 
sees your back. Call you that backing of 
your friends ? A plague upon such back¬ 
ing ! Give me them that will face me. Give 
me a cup of sack ; I am a rogue if I drunk 
to-day. X 15 

Prince. O villain I thy lips are scarce 
wip'd since thou drunk’st last. 

FaL All is one for that. [He drinks] A 
plague of all cowards, still say I. 

Prince. What's the matter ? 150 

FaL What’s the matter ! There be four 
of us here have ta’en a thousand pound 
this day morning. 

Prince. Where is it, Jack ? Where is it ? 
FaL Where is it! taken from us it is: a 
hundred upon poor four of us. 155 

Prince. What, a hundred, man ? 

FaL 1 am a rogue if 1 were not at half¬ 
sword with a dozen of them two hours to¬ 
gether, I have scap’d by miracle. 1 am 
eight times thrust through the doublet, 
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four through the hose; my buckler cut 
through and through ; my sword hack’d 
like a hand-saw-—ecce signum ! I never 
dealt better since I was a man—all would 
not do. A plague of all cowards ! Let them 
speak ; if they speak more or less than 
truth, they arc villains and the sons of 
darkness. 105 

Prince. Speak, sirs ; how was it ? 

Gads. We four set upon some dozen— 
FaL Sixteen at least, my lord. 

Gads. And bound them. 

Peto. No, no, they were not bound. 170 
FaL You rogue, they were bound, every 
man of them ; or I am a Jew else, an 
Ebrew Jew. 

Gads. As we were sharing, some six or 
seven fresh men set upon us— 

FaL And unbound the rest, and then 
come in the otlier. 176 

Prince. What, fought you with them all ? 
Fal. All! 1 know not what you call all, 
but if 1 fought not with fifty of them, lam 
a bunch of radish. If there were not two 
or three and fifty upon poor old Jack, then 
am I no two-lcgg’u cieatiue. jSi 

Prince. Pray God you have not murd’rcd 
some of them. 

Fal. Nay. that’s past praying for: I 
have pepper’d two of them ; two I am sure 
I have paid—two rogues in buckram suits. 
1 tell thee what, Hal, if I tell thee a lie, 
spit in my face, call me horse. Tliou 
know'est my old ward : here I lay, and 
thus I bore my point. Four rogues in 
buckram let drive at me— 1K9 

Prince. What, four ? Thou saidst but 
two even now. 

Fal. Four, Hal; I told thee four. 

Poins. Ay, ay, he said four. 

Fal. These four came all afront, and 
mainly thrust at me. 1 made me no more 
ado but took all their seven points in my 
target, thus. 195 

Prince. Seven ? Why, there were but 
four even now. 

Fal. In buckram. 

Poins. Ay, four, in buckram suits. 

Fal. Seven, by these hilts, or I am a 
villain else. 

Prince. [Aside to Poins] Prithee, let him 
alone ; we shall have more anon. 201 

Fal. Dost thou hear me, Hal ? 

Prince. Ay, and mark thee too, Jack. 
Fal. Do so, for it is worth the list’ning 
to. 1 hesc nine in buckram that I told thee 

ot 205 

Prince. So, two more already. 

Fal. Their points being broken— 

Poins. Down fell their hose. 

Fal. Began to give me ground; but I 
followed me close, came in foot and hand, 
and with a thought seven of the eleven I 
paid. an 
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Prince. O monstrous I eleven buckram 
men grown out of tw'o ! 

Fal. But, as thj devil would have it, 
three misbegotten knaves in Kendal green 
came at my back and let drive at me—for 
it was so dark, Hal, that thou couldest not 
see thy hand. 

Prince. These lies arc like their father 
that begets them—gross as a mountain, 
open, palpable. Why, thou clay-brain’d 
guts, thou knotty-pated fool, thou whore¬ 
son. obscene, greasy tailow'-calch— 

Fal. What, art thou mad ? art thou mad? 
Is not the truth the truth ? 

Prince. Why, how couldst thou know 
these men in Kendal green, when it was so 
dark thou couldst not see thy hand ? Come, 
tell us your reason ; what sayest thou to 
this ? 

Pains. Come, your reason, Jack, your 
reason. 

Fal. What, upon compulsion ? Zounds, 
an 1 were at tlie strappado, or all the racks 
in the world, 1 would not tell you on com- 
piildon. Give you a reason on compulsion ! 
If reasons were as plentiful as blackberries, 
I would give no man a reason upon corn- 
puUion, 1 . 

Prince. I'll be no longer guilty of this 
sin; this sanguine coward, this bed- 
presser, this horse-back-breaker, this huge 
hill of flesh— .)<> 

Fal. 'Shlood, you starveling, you eel-skin, 
you dried neat's-tongue, you bull’s pizzlc, 
you stock-fish—O for breath to utter what 
is like thee!—you tailor's yard, you sheath, 
you bow-case, you vile standing tuck ! -r’ 

Prince. Well, breathe awhile, and then to 
it again ; and when thou hast tired thyself 
in base comparisons, hear me speak but 
this, 

Polns. Mark, Jack. -^44 

Prince. We tw'o saw you four set on four, 
and bound them and were masters of their 
wealth. Mark now, how a plain tale shall 
put you down. Then did we two set on you 
four; and, with a word, out-fac’d you 
from your prize, and have it; yea, and can 
show it you here in the house. And, Fal- 
stafT, you carried your guts away as nimbly, 
with as quick dexterity, and roar'd for 
mercy, and still run and roar'd, as ever 1 
heard bull-calf. What a slave art thou to 
hack thy sword as thou hast done, and then 
say it was in fight! What trick, what 
device, what starting-hole, canst thou now 
find out to liide thee from this open and 
apparent shame ? 

Pains, Come, let’s hear, Jack ; what trick 
hast thou now ? 

Fal. By the Lord, I knew ye as well as 
he that made ye. Why, hear you, my 
masters: was it for me to kill the heir-1 
apparent ? Should 1 turn upon the true i 


prince ? Why, thou knowest I am as 
valiant as Hercules; but beware instinct— 
the lion will not touch the true prince. 
Instinct is a great matter : I was now a 
coward on instinct. I shall think the better 
of myself and thee during my life— 1 for a 
valiant lion, and thou for a true prince. 
But, by the Lord, lads, 1 am glad you have 
the money. Hostess, clap to the doors. 
Watch to-night, pray to-morrow. Gallants, 
lads, boys, hearts of gold, ail the titles of 
good fellowship come to you ! What, shall 
we be merry ? Shall we have a play 
extempore ? 271 

Prince. Content—and the argument shall 
be thy running away. 

Fal. Ah, no more of that, Hal, an thou 
lovest me! 

Euler Hostess. 

Host. O Jesu, my lord the Prince ! 275 

Prince. How now, my lady the hostess ! 
What say'st thou to me ? 

Host. Marry, my lord, there is a noble¬ 
man of the court at door v.ould speak with 
you ; he says he comes from your father. 

Prince. Give him as much as t^ill make 
him a royal man, and send him back again 
to my mother. 

Fal. What manner of man is he ? 

Host. An old man. 

Fal. What doth gravity out of his bed at 
midnight ? Shall I give him his answer ? 2«6 
Prince. Prithee do. Jack. 

Fal. Faith, and I’ll send him packing. 

IFxit. 

Prince. Now, sirs : by'r lady, you fclight 
fair; so did you, Peto; so did you, Bar- 
dolpb. You are lions too ; you ran away 
upon instinct; you will not touch the true 
prince ; no, fie ! 292 

Bard. Faith, I ran when I saw others 
run. 

Prince. Faith, tell me now in earnest, 
how came Falstaff's sword so hack'd ? 205 
Peto. Why, he hack’d it with his dagger, 
and said he would swear truth out of 
England but he would make you believe 
it was done in fight; and persuaded us to 
do the like. 299 

Bard, Yea, and to tickle our noses with 
spear-grass to make them bleed, and then 
to beslubber our garments with it, and 
swear it was the blood of true men. I did 
that I did not this seven year before— I 
blush'd to hear his monstrous devices. 304 
Prince. O villain I Thou stolest a cup of 
sack eighteen years ago, and wert taken 
with the manner, and ever since thou hast 
blush'd extempore. Thou hadst fire and 
sword on thy side, and yet thou ran'st 
away ; what instinct hadst thou for it ? 309 
Bard. My lord, do you see these meteors ? 
do you behold these exhalations ? 
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Prince, 1 do. 

Bard, What think you they portend ? 
Prince, Hot livers and cold purses. 

Bard, Choler, my lord, if rightly taken. 
Prince, No, if rightly taken, halter. 31^ 

Re-enter Falstaff. 

Here comes lean Jack, here comes bare- 
bone. How now, my sweet creature of 
bombast I How long is’t ago. Jack, since 
thou sawest thine own knee ? 319 

Fal, My own knee ! When I was about 
thy years, Hal, I was not an eagle's talon 
in the waist; I could have crept into any 
alderman's thumb-ring. A plague of sigh¬ 
ing and grief! it blows a man up like a 
bladder. There’s villainous news abroad. 
Here was Sir John Bracy from your father : 
you must to the court in the morning. That 
same mad fellow of the north, Percy, and 
he of Wales that gave Amaimon the 
bastinado, and made Lucifer cuckold, ard 
swore the devil his true liegeman upon the 
cross of a Welsh hook—what a plague call 
you him ? 

Poins, O, Glendower. 

Fal. Owen, Owtii— the same; and his 
son-in-law Mortimer, and eld Northumber¬ 
land, and that sprightly Scot of Scots, 
Douglas^, that runs o' horseback up a hill 
perpendicular— 331 

Prince, He that rides at high speed and 
with his pistol kills a sparrow flying ? 

Fal. You have hit it. 

Prince, So did he never the sparrow'. 
Fal. Well, that rascal hath good mettle 
in him ; he will not run. 3 <o 

Prince. Why, what a rascal art thou, 
then, to praise him so for running! 

Fal. O' horseback, ye cuckoo ; but afoot 
he will not budge a foot. 

Prince. Yes, Jack, upon instinct. 345 
Fal. I grant ye, upon instinct. Well, he 
is there too, and one Mordake, and a 
thousand blue-caps more. Worcester is 
stol'n away to-night; ihy father's beard is 
turn'd white with the news ; you may buy 
land now as cheap as stinking mack’rel. 350 
Prince. Why, then, it is like, if there 
come a hot June, and this civil buffeting 
hold, we shall buy maidenheads as they 
buy hob-nails, by the hundreds. 353 

Fal, By the mass, lad, thou sayest true; 
it is like we shall have good trading that 
way. But tell me, Hal, art not thou 
horrible afeard. Thou being heir-apparent, 
could the world pick thee out three such 
enemies again as that fiend Douglas, that 
spirit Percy, and that devil Glendcwer ? 
Art thou not horribly afraid ? Doth not 
thy blood thrill at it ? 3^ 0 

Prince, Not a whit, i 'faith ; I lack seme 
of thy instinct. 

Fal. Well, thou wilt be horribly chid to¬ 
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morrow when thou comest to thy father. If 
thou love me, practise an answer. 349 
Prince. Bo thou stand for my father, and 
examine me upon the particulars of my life. 

Fal. Shall 1 ? Content! This chair shall 
be my state, this dagger my sceptre, and 
this cushion my crown. 

Prince. Ihy state is taken for a join'd- 
stool, thy golden sceptre for a leaden 
dagger, and thy precious rich crown for a 
pitiful bald crown ! 3/* 

Fal. Well, an the fire of grace be ret 
quite out of thee, now shalt thou be mc\cd. 
Give me a cup of sack to make my tycs 
look red, that it may be thought 1 ba 3 c 
wept; for 1 must speak in passion, ai d I 
will do it in King Cambyses’ vein. 3;o 
Prince. Well, here is my leg. 

Fal. And here is my speech. Stand aside, 
nobility. 

Host. O Jesu, this is excellent sport, i’ 
faith! 

Fal. Weep not, sweet queen, for trickling 
tears are vain. 3 ‘'^« 

Host. O, the father, how he holds ids 
countenance! 

Fal. For God’s sake, lords, convey my 
tristful queen ; 

For tears do stop the floodgates of her eyes. 

Host. O Jesu, he doth it as like one tf 
these harlotry players as ever I see ! 3*^ 5 

Fal. Peace, good pint-pot; peace, geed 
tickle-brain.—Harry, 1 do not only marvel 
where thou spendest thy time, but also hew 
thou art accompanied ; for though tl c 
camomile, the more it is trodden on the 
faster it grows, yet ycuth, the more it is 
wasted the sooner it wears. That thou ait 
my son I have partly thy mother’s word, 
partly my own opinion, but chiefly a 
villainous trick of thine eye, and a fcoli; h 
hanging of thy nether lip, that doth w an* 11 
m.e. If then thou be sen to n;e, here lies 
the point; w'hy, being son to me, art then 
so pointed at ? Shall the blessed sun ef 
heaven prove a micher and eat black¬ 
berries ? A question not to be ask’d. Shall 
the son of England prove a thief and take 
purses ? A question to be ask'd. There is 
a thing, Harry, which theu hast often 
heard of, and it is known to many in our 
land by the name of pitch. This pitch, as 
ancient writers do report, doth defile; jo 
doth the company thou kcepest; for, Harry, 
now 1 do not speak to thee in drink, but in 
tears ; not in pleasure, but in passion ,* ret 
in words only, but in wees also. And yet 
there is a virtuous man whem I have often 
noted in thy company, but I know not bis 
name. 4c6 

Prince. What manner of man, an it like 
your Majesty ? 

Fal. A goodly portly man, i' faith, and a 
corpulent; of a chceiful lock, a pleasing 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH PART ONE 


Scene 4] 


eye, and a mast nable carriage; and, as I 
think, his age some fifty, or, by 'r lady, 
inclining to three-score. And now I re¬ 
member me, his name is Falstaff. If that 
man should be lewdly given, he deceiveth 
me; for, Harry, I see virtue in his looks. 
If then the tree may be known by the fruit, 
as the fruit by the tree, then, peremptorily 
1 speak it, there is virtue in that Falstaff: 
him keep with, the rest banish. And tell 
me now, thou naughty varlet, tell me, 
where hast thou been this month ? 417 

Prince. Dost thou speak like a king ? Do 
thou stand for me, and Til play my father. 

Fal. Depose me ? If thou dost it half so 
gravely, so majestically, both in word and 
matter, hang me up by the heels for a 
rabbit-sucker or a poulter's hare. 42-^ 

Prince. Well, here I am set. 

Fal. And here I stand. Judge, my 
masters. 

Prhice. Now, Harry, whence come you ? 

Fal. My noble lord, from Eastchcap. 

Prince. The complaints 1 hear of thee are 
grievous. 

Fal. ’Sblood, my lord, they are false. 
Nay, ril tickle ye for a young prince, i’ 
faith. 

Prince. vSwearest thou, ungracious boy ? 
Henceforth ne’er look on me. Thou art 
violently carried away from grace ; there 
is a devil haunts thee in the likeness of an 
old fat man; a tun of man is thy com¬ 
panion. Why dost thou converse with that 
trunk of humours, that bolting-hutch of 
beastliness, that swoll’n parcel of dropsies, 
that huge bombard of sack, that stuff’d 
cloak-bag of guts, that roasted Manningtrcc 
ox with the pudding in his belly, that 
reverend vice, that grey iniquity, that 
father ruffian, that vanity in years ? Where¬ 
in is he good, but to taste sack and drink 
it ? wherein neat and cleanly, but to car^’e 
a capon and eat it ? wherein cunning, but in 
craft 7 wherein crafty, but in villainy ? 
wherein villainous, but in all things ? 
wherein worthy, but in nothing ? 

Fal. I would your Grace would take me 
with you ; whom means your Grace ? 4 1> 

Prince. That villainous abominable mis- 
leader of youth, Falstaff, that old white- 
bearded Satan. 

Fal. My lord, the man I know. 

Prince, I know thou dost. 449 

Fal. But to say I know more harm in him 
than in myself were to say more than 1 
know. That he is old—the more the pity— 
his white hairs do witness it; but that he 
is—saving your reverence—a whoremaster, 
that I utterly deny. If sack and sugar be a 
fault, God help the wicked! If to be old 
and merry be a sin, then many an old host 
that 1 know is damn’d ; if to be fat be to 
be hated, then Pharaoh’s lean kine are to 


be loved. No, my good lord : banish Peto, 
banish Bardolph, banish Poins ; but, for 
sweet Jack Falstaff, kind Jack Falstaff, 
true Jack Falstaff, valiant Jack Falstaff— 
and therefore more valiant, being, as he is, 
old Jack Falstaff—banish not him thy 
Harry’s company, banish not him thy 
Harry’s company. Banish plump Jack, and 
banish all the world. 4< h 

Prince. 1 do, 1 will. [A knocking heard. 

[Exeuni Hostess, Francis, and Bardolph. 

Re-enter Bardolph, running. 

Bard. O, my lord, my lord! the sheriff 
with a most monstrous watch is at the door. 

Fal. Out, ye rogue ! Play out the play : 
I have much to say in the behalf of that 
Falstaff. 

Re-enter the Hostess. 

Host. O Jesii, my lord, my lord ! 4^9 

Prince. Heigh, heigh I the devil rides 
upon a fiddlc-stick ; what’s the matter ? 

Host. 'Ihc sheriff’ and all the watch are 
at the door ; they are come to search the 
house. Shall 1 let them in ? 

Fal. Dost thou hear, Hal ? Never call a 
true piece of gold a counterfeit. Thou art 
esssentially made, without seeming so. 476 

Prince. And thou a natural coward, 
without instinct. 

Fal. I deny your major. If you will deny 
the sheriff, so ; if not, let him enter. If I 
become not a cart as well as another man, 
a plague on my bringing up ! I hope I 
shall as soon be strangled with a halter as 
another. im 

Prince. Go, hide thee behind the arras ; 
the rest walk up above. Now', n^y masters, 
for a true face and good conscience. 

Fal. Both which 1 have had; but their 
date is out, and therefore I’ll hide me. 

(ExeMuf all but the Prince and Peto. 

Prince. Call in the sheriff. 

Enter Sheriff and the Carrier. 

Now', master sheriff', what is your will with 
me ? 

Slier. First, pardon me, my lord. A hue 
and cry 

Hath follow'ed certain men unto this house. 

Prince. What men ? 49 j 

Sher. One of them is well known, my 
gracious lord— 

A gross fat man. 

Car. As fat as butter. 

Prince. The man, I do assure you, is not 
here, 

For I myself at this time have employ’d 
him, 495 

And, sheriff, 1 will engage my word to thee 
That I will, by to-morrow dinner-time. 
Send him to answer thee, or any man, 


495 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH~~PART ONE [Act 3 


For any thing he shall be charg’d withal; 
And so let me entreat you leave the house. 
Slier* I will, my lord. There are two 
gentlemen 50* 

Have in this robbery lost three hundred 
marks. 

Prince. It may be so ; if he have rebb’d 
these men 

He shall be answerable ; and so, farewell. 
Sher. Good night, my noble lord. 5 
Prince. I think it is good morrow, is it 
not ? 

Sher. Indeed, my lord, I think it be two 
o’clock. [f:.veind Sheriff and Carrier. 
Prince. This oily rascal is known as well 
as Paul’s. Go, call him forth. 

Peto. Falstaff! Fast asleep behind the 
arras, and snorting like a horse. 

Prince. Hark how hard he fetches breath. 
Search his pockets. [He searcheth his pocket, 
and findeth certain papers] What hast thou 
found ? 

Pelo. Nothing but papers, rny lord. 515 
Prince. Lot's see what they be: read 


them. 

Peto. [Reads] 

Item, A capon - - - - 2 s. 2 d. 

Item. Sauce - - - - 4 d. 

Item, Sack, tw'o gallons - - 5 s. 8 d. 

Item, Anchovies and sack after 
supper - - - • - 2 s. 6 d. 

Item, Bread - - - - ob. 


Prince. O monstrous ! but one halfpenny¬ 
worth of bread to this intolerable deal of 
sack ! What there is else, keep close; we'll 
read it at more advantage. Ihere let him 
sleep till day. I’ll to the court in the 
morning. We must all to the wars, and thy 
place shall be honourable. I’ll procure this 
fat rogue a charge of foot; and I know his 
death will be a march of twelve-score. The 
money shall be paid back again with ad¬ 
vantage. Be with me betimes in the morn¬ 
ing ; and so, good morrow', Peto. 530 
Peto, Good morrow, good my lord. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Wales. Gkndoiver*s castle. 

Enter Hotspur, Worcester, Mortimer, 
and Glendower. 

Morh These promises arc fair, the parties 
sure, 

And our induction full of prosperous hope. 
Hot. Lord Mortimer, and cousin Glen- 
dower, 

Will you sit down ? 

And uncle Worcester—a plague upon it! 5 
I have forgot the map. 

Glend. No, here it is. 

Sit, cousin Percy; sit, good cousin Hot¬ 
spur, 

For by that name as oft as Lancaster 
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Doth speak of you, his cheek looks pale, and 
with 

A rising sigh he wisheth you in heaven, 10 

Hot. And you in hell, as oft as he hears 
Owen Glendower spoke of. 

Glend. I cannot blame him: at my 
nativity 

The front of heaven was full of fiery shapes. 
Of burning cressets ; and at my birth 15 
The frame and huge foundation of the earth 
Shaked like a coward. 

Hot. Why, so it would have done 

at the same season if your mother’s cat had 
but kitten’d, though yourself had never 

been born. ro 

Glend. I say the earth did shake when 1 
was born. 

Hot. And 1 say the earth was not of my 
mind. 

If you suppose as fearing you it shook. 

Glend. Ihe heavens were all on fire, the 
earth did tremble. 

Hot. O, then the earth shook to see the 

heavens on fire, 25 

And not in fear of your nativity. 

Diseased nature oftentimes breaks forth 
In strange eruptions ; oft the teeming earth 
Is with a kind of colic pinch’d and vex’d 
By the imprisoning of unruly wind 
Within her womb ; which, for enlargement 
striving, 

Shakes the old beldam earth, and topples 
down 

Steeples and moss-growm towers. At your 
birth, 

Our grandam earth, having this distemp’ra- 
ture, 

In passion shook. 

Glcyid. Cousin, of many men 33 

1 do not bear these crossings. Give me 
leave 

To tell you once again that at my birth 
The front of heaven w as full of fiery shapes, 
The goats ran from the mountains, and the 
herds 

Were strangely clamorous to the frighted 
fields. 40 

These signs have mark’d me extraordinary ; 
And all the courses of my life do show 
I am not in the roll of common men. 
Where is he living, clipp’d in with the sea 
That chides the banks of England, Scot¬ 
land, Wales, 45 

Which calls me pupil or hath read to me ? 
And bring him out that is but woman's son 
Can trace me in the tedious ways of art 
And hold me pace in deep experiments. 

Hof. 1 think there's no man speaks better 
Welsh. I'll to dinner. 51 

Mori. Peace, cousin Percy; you will 
make him mad. 

Glend. I can call spirits from the vasty 
deep. 

Hoi. Why, so can I, or so can any man ; 
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But will they come when you do call lor 
them ? 55 

Gknd. Why, I can teach you, cousin, to 
command 
The devil. 

Hot. And I can teach thee, coz, to shame 
the devil 

By telling truth : tell truth, and shame the 
devil. 

If thou have power to raise him, bring: him 
hither, 

And rn be sworn I have power to shame 
him hence. 

O, while you live, tell truth, and shame the 
devil! 

Mori. Come, come, no more of this un- 
proiitable chat. 

Glend. Three times hath Henry Boling- 
broke made head 

Against my power ; thrice from the banks 
of Wye < 5 

And sandy-bottom’d Severn have I sent 
him 

Bootless home and weather-beaten back. 

Hot. Home without boots, and in foul 
weather too! 

How scapes he agues, in the devil's name ? 

Glend. Come, here is the map ; shall we 
divide our right 70 

According to our threefold order ta’cn ? 

Mark Tlie Archdeacon hath divided it 
Into three limits very equally : 

England, from Trent and Severn hitherto, 
By south and east is to my part assign’d ; 
All westward, Wales beyond the Severn 
shore, 7 '- 

And all the fertile land within that bound. 
To Owen Glcndowcr ; and, dear coz, to 
you 

The remnant northward lying off from 
Trent. 

And our indentures tripartite are drawn ; So 
Which being sealed interchangeably, 

A business that this night may execute. 
To-morrow, cousin Percy, you and I 
And my good Lord of Worcester will set 
forth 

To meet your father and the Scottish 
power, 85 

As is appointed us, at Shrewsbury. 

My father Glendower is not ready yet, 

Nor shall we need his help these fourteen 
days. 

[To Glertdowerj Within that space you may 
have drawn together 

Your tenants, friends, and neighbouring 
gentlemen. 00 

Glend. A shorter time shall send me to 
you, lords ; 

And in my conduct shall your ladies come. 
From whom you now must steal and take 
no leave; 

For there will be a world of water shed 
Upon the parting of your wives and you. 95 


Hot. Methinks my moiety, north from 
Burton here. 

In quantity equals not one of yours. 

See how this river comes rnc cianking in. 
And cuts me from tl.e be:T of iM my land 
A liugc half-moon, a monstrous cantlc out. 
I’ll have the current in this place damrn’d 

up, lei 

And here the smug and silver Trent shall 
run 

In a new channel, fair and evenly ; 

It shall not wind with such a deep indent 
To rob me of so rich a bottom iieic. 105 
Glend. Not wind ! It shall, it must; ycu 
sec it doth. 

Mort. Yea, but 

Mark how he bears his course and runs me 
up 

With like advantage on the other side, 
Gdding the opposed continent as much no 
As on the otiicr side it lakes from ycu. 
Wor. Yea, but a little charge will trench 
him here. 

And on this north side win this cape of land. 
And then he runs straight arxl c\ca. 

Hot. i’ll have it so ; a little charge will 
do it. M5 

Glend. I’ll not have it alt’red. 

Hot. Will not you ? 

Glend. No, nor you shall not. 

Hot. Who shall say me nay ? 

Glend. Why, that will I. 

Hot. Let me not understand you, then ; 
speak it in Welsh. i.:o 

Glend. I can speak English, lord, as well 
as you, 

For I wjis train'd up in the English court; 
Where, being but young, I framed to the 
harp 

Many an English ditty lovely well. 

And gave the tongue a helpful ornament— 
A virtue that was never seen in you, 126 
Hot. Marry, 

And I am glad of it with all my heart! 

I had rather be a kitten and cry mew 
Than one of these same metre ballad- 
mongers ; 1 ^ o 

I had rather hear a brazen canstick turn’d, 
Or a dry wheel grate on the axle-tree ; 
And that would set my teeth nothing on 
edge. 

Nothing so much as mincing poetry, 

’Tis like the forc’d gait of a sliuffling nag. 13; 
Glend. Come, you shall have Trent turn’d. 
Hot. I do not care; I’ll give thrice so 
much land 

To any well-deserving friend ; 

But in the way of bargain, mark ye me, 
I’ll cavil on the ninth part of a hair. 140 
Are the indentures drawn ? Shall we be 
gone ? 

Glend. The moon shines fair; you may 
away by night; 

I’ll haste the writer, and withal 
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Break with your wives of your departure 
hence. 

I am afraid my daughter will run mad, 14; 
So much she doteth on her Mortimer, [Exit 
Mori, Fie, cousin Percy! how you cross 
my father! 

Hot, 1 cannot choose. Sometime he 
angers me 

With telling me of the moldwarp and the 
ant. 

Of the dreamer Merlin and his prophecies. 
And of a dragon and a finless fish, 15’ 
A clip-wing’d griffin and a moulten raven, 
A couching lion and a ramping cat, 

And such a deal of skimble-skamble stuff 
As puts me from my faith. I tell you what: 
He held me last night at least nine hours 
In reckoning up the several devils’ names 
That were his lackeys. I cried ‘ hum ’ and 
‘ well, go to ’ 

But mark'd him not a word. O, he is as 
tedious 

As a tired horse, a railing wife ; 16 

Worse than a smoky house; 1 had rather 
live 

With cheese and garlic in a windmill, far, 
Than feed on cates and have him talk to me 
In any summer house in Christendom. 

Morf. In faith, he is a worthy gentleman, 
Exceedingly well read, and profited 106 
la strange concealments; valiant as a 
lion, 

And wondrous affable; and as bountiful 
As mines of India. Shall I tell you, cousin ? 
He holds your temper in a high respect. 

And curbs himself even of his natural scope 
When you come 'cross his humour; faith, 
he does. 

I warrant you that man is not alive 
Might so have tempted him as you have 
done 171 

Without the taste of danger and reproof; 
But do not use it oft, let me entreat you. 
Wor. In faith, my lord, you are too wilful- 
blame ; 

And since your coming hither have done 
enough 

To put him quite besides his patience. 

You must needs learn, lord, to amend this 
fault; 

Though sometimes it show greatness, 
courage, blood— 

And that’s the dearest grace it renders 
you— 

Yet oftentimes it doth present harsh rage. 
Defect of manners, want of government, 
Pride, haughtiness, opinion, and disdain; 
The least of which, haunting a nobleman, 
Loseth men’s hearts, and leaves behind a 
stain 

Upon the beauty of all parts besides. 
Beguiling them of commendation. jSq 
Hot, WeU, I am school’d : good manners 
be your speed ! 1 
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Here come our wives, and let us take our 
leave. 

Re-enter Glendower, with Lady Mortimer 
and Lady Percy. 

Mori, This is the deadly spite that angers 
me: 

My wife can speak no English, I no Welsh. 
Glend, My daughter weeps ; she’ll not 
part with you ; 194 

She’ll be a soldier too, she’ll to the wars, 
Morf. Good father, tell her that she and 
my aunt Percy 

Shall follow' in your conduct speedily. 

[Glendower speaks to her in Welsh, and 
she answers him in the same, 
Glend, She is desperate here; a peevish, 
self-will'd harlotry, one that no persuasion 
can do good upon. 

[The Lady speaks in Welsh, 
Mort. I understand thy looks: that 
pretty Welsh coo 

Which thou pourest down from these 
swelling heavens 

I am too perfect in ; and, but for shame. 

In such a parley should I answer thee. 

[7 lie Lady speaks again in Welsh. 
I understand thy kisses, and thou mine, 
And that’s a feeling disputation ; -05 

But 1 will never be a truant, love, 

Till 1 have learnt thy language; for thy 
tongue 

Makes Wehsli as sweet as ditties highly 
penn’d, 

Sung by a fair queen in a summer’s bow’r, 
With ravishing division, to her lute. 10 
Glend, Nay, if you melt, then will she 
run mad. 

[The Lady speaks again in Welsh* 
Mori, O, 1 am ignorance itself in this I 
Glend. She bids you on the wanton 
rushes lay you down, 

And rest yeiir gentle head upon her lap. 
And she will sing the song that pleaseth 
you, C15 

And on your eyelids crown the god of sleep, 
Charming your blood with pleasing heavi¬ 
ness. 

Making such difference ’twixt w'ake and 
sleep 

As is the difference betwixt day and night 
I he hour before the heavenly-harness'd 
team ico 

Begins his golden progress in the east. 
Morf. With all my heart I’ll sit and hear 
her sing; 

By that time will our book, I think, be 
drawn. 

Glend. Do so ; 

And those musicians that shall play to you 
Hang in the air a thousand leagues from 
hence, 236 

And straight they shall be here; sit, and 
attend. 
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Hot, Come, Kate, thou art perfect in 
lying down. Come, quick, quick, that 1 may 
lay my head in thy lap. 

Lady P, Go, ye giddy goose. 230 

| 7 '/ie music plays, 
Hof, Now 1 perceive the devil under¬ 
stands Welsh ; 

And ’tis no marvel he is so humorous. 

By’r lady, he is a good musician. 

Lady P, Then should you be nothing but 
musical, for you are altogether govern’d 
by humours. Lie still, ye thief, and hear 
the lady sing in Welsh. 23^* 

Hot, I had rather hear Lady, my brach, 
howl in Irish. 

Lady P, Wo^ildst thou have thy head 
broken ? 

Hot, No. 

Lfltdy P. Then be still. ^ 10 

Hot, Neither ; 'tis a woman's fault. 

Lady P, Kow God help thee ! 

Hot, To the Welsh lady’s bed. 

Lady P. What's that ? 

Hot. Peace ! she shgs. 2^5 

[Here t/te Lady sings a Welsh song. 
Ho!. Come, Kate, I’ll have your song too. 
Lady P. Not mine, in good sooth. 

Hot, Not yours, in good sooth ! Heart! 
you swear like a comfit-maker’s wife. ‘ Not 
you, in good sooth ’ and ' As true as I live * 
and ‘ As God shall mend me * and * As sure 
as day 2s j 

And givest such sarcenet surety for thy 
oaths 

As if thou never walk’st further than Fins¬ 
bury. 

Swear me, Kate, like a lady as thou art, 

A good mouth-filling oath ; and leave ‘ in 
sooth ’ 25.5 

And such protest of pepper-gingerbread 
To velvet-guards and Sunday-citizens. 
Come, sing. 

Lady P. 1 will not sing. 25') 

Hoi, ’Tis the next w’ay to turn tailor, or 
be redbreast teacher. An the indentures be 
drawn. I’ll away within these two hours ; 
and so come in when yc will. lExit. 

Glend, Come, come. Lord Mortimer ; you 
are as slow 

As hot Lord Percy is on fire to go. 2O4 
By this our book is drawn ; we’ll but seal, 
And then to horse immediately. 

Mort. With all my heart. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene II. London, The palace. 

Enter the King, the Prince of Wales, 
and Lords. 

King, Lords, give us leave; the Prince 
of Wales and 1 

Must have some private conference; but be 
near at hand, 

For we shall presently have need of you. 

[Exeunt Lords, 


I know not whether God will have it so, 
P'or some displeasing service I have done, 5 
That, in his secret doom, cut of my blood 
He’ll breed revengement and a scourge for 
me; 

But thou dost in thy passages of life 
Make me believe that thou art only mark’d 
For the hot vengeance and the rod of 
heaven 10 

To punish my mistreadings. Tell me else. 
Could such inordinate and low desires. 
Such poor, such bare, such lewd, such mean 
attempts. 

Such barren pleasures, rude society. 

As thou art match'd withal and grafted to. 
Accompany the greatness of thy bleed 
And hold their level with thy priiiccly 
heart ? 

Prince. So please your Majesty, I would 
I could 

Quit all offences with as clear excuse. 

As w'ell as I cm doubtless 1 can purge 20 
Myself of many I am charg’d withal; 

Yet such extenuation let me beg, 

As, in reproof of many tales dev is’d. 

Which oft the ear of greatness needs must 
hear. 

By smiling pick-thanks and base news¬ 
mongers, 25 

I may, for seme things true, wherein my 
youth 

Hath faulty wand'red and irregular, 

Find pardon on my true submission. 

King. God pardon thee! Yet let me 
wonder, Harry, 

At thy affections, which do hold a wing 30 
Quite from the flight of all thy ancestors. 
Thy place in council thou hast rudely lost, 
Which by thy younger brother is supplied, 
And art almost an alien to the hearts 
Of all the court and princes of my blood. 35 
The hope and expectation of thy time 
Is ruin'd, and the soul of every man 
Prophetically do forethink thy fall. 

Had I so lavish of my presence been. 

So common-hackney’d in the eyes of men, 40 
So stale and cheap to vulgar company, 
Opinion, that did help me to the crown, 
Had still kept loyal to possession 
And left me in repiiteless banishment 
A fellow of no mark nor likelihood. 45 
By being seldom seen, I could not stir 
But, like a comet, I was wond'red at; 
rhat men would tell their children * This 
is he '; 

Others would say * Where, which is 
Bolingbroke ? ' 

And then I stole all courtesy from heaven, 
And dress’d myself in such humility 51 
That 1 did pluck allegiance from men’s 
hearts. 

Loud shouts and salutations from their 
mouths. 

Even in the presence of the crowned King. 

499 
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Thus did 1 keep my person fresh and new. 
My presence, like a robe pontifical, 5t> 
Ne'er seen but wondTed at, and so my 
state. 

Seldom but sumptuous, show’d like a feast 
And won by rareness such solemnity. 

The skipping King, he aiubltKl up and down 
With shallow jesters and rash bavir» wits, 
Soon kiiidled and soon burnt; carded his 
state, 

Mingled hi;» royalty with cap’ring fools ; 
Had his great name profaned with their 
scorns, 

And gave his countenance, against his 
name, (’5 

To laugh at gibing boys and stand the push 
Of every beardless vain comparative ; 
Grew a companion to the common streets. 
Enfeoff’d himself to popularity ; 

That, being daily swallowed by men’s 
eyes, 

They surfeited with honey and began 
To loatne the taste of sweetness, whereof a 
little 

More than a little is by much too much. 
So, when he had occasion to be seen, 

He was but as the cuckoo is in June, 
Heard, not regarded, seen, but with such 
eyes 

As, sick and blunted with community. 
Afford no extraordinary gaze, 

Such as is beat on sun-like majesty 
When it shines seldom in admiring eyes ; so 
But rather drowz’d and hung their eyelids 
down, 

Slept in his face, and rend’red such aspect 
As cloudy men use to their adversaries. 
Being with his presence glutted, gorg’d, and 
full. 8.| 

And in that very line. Marry, standest thou; 
For thou hast lost thy princely privilege 
With vile participation. Not an eye 
But is aweary of thy common sight, 

Save mine, which hath desir'd to see thee 
more; 

Which now doth that I would not have 
it do— 

Make blind itself with foolish tenderness. 
Prince. 1 shall hereafter, my thrice- 
gracious lord, 

Be more myself. 

King. For all the world 

As tliou art to this hour was Richard then 
When 1 from France set foot at Kavens- 
purgh; )5 

And even as 1 was then is Percy now. 

Now, by my sceptre and my soul to boot, 
He hath more worthy interest to the state 
Than thou the shadow of succession ; 

For of no right, nor colour like to right, loo 
He doth fill fields with harness in the realm; 
Turns head against the lion’s armed jaws ; 
And, being no more in debt to years than 
thou, 


[Act 3 

Leads ancient lords and reverend bishops 
on 

To bloody battles and to bruising arms. 105 
What never-dying honour hath he got 
Against renowned Douglas! whose high 
deeds. 

Whose hot incursions, and great name in 
arms, 

Holds from all soldiers chief majority 
And military title capital no 

Through all the kingdoms that acknowledge 
Christ. 

Thrice hath this Hotspur, Mars in swath- 
ling clothes, 

This infant warrior, in his enterprises 
Discomfited great Douglas; ta’cn him 
once, 

Enlarged him and made a friend of him, 1 1 5 
To fill the mouth of deep defiance up 
And shake the peace and safety of our 
throne. 

And what say you to this ? Percy, North¬ 
umberland, 

The Archbishop’s Grace of York, Douglas, 
Mortimer, 

Capitulate against us and are up. no 
But wherefore do I tell these news to thee ? 
Why, Harry, do 1 tell thee of my foes, 
Which art my nearest and dearest enemy ? 
Thou that art like enough, through vassal 
fear, 

Base inclination, and the start of spleen, i -^5 
To fight against me under Percy’s pay, 

To dog his heels, and curtsy at his frowns. 
To show how much thou art degenerate. 

Prince. Do not think so ; you shall not 
find it so ; 

And God forgive them that so much have 
sway’d 130 

Your Majesty's good thoughts away from 
me I 

I will redeem all this on Percy’s head. 

And in the closing of some glorious day 
Be bold to tell you that 1 am your son, 
When 1 will wear a garment all of blood, 135 
And stain my favours in a bloody mask. 
Which, wash’d away, shall scour my shame 
with it; 

And that shall be the day, whene’er it 
lights. 

That this same child of honour and renown, 
This gallant Hotspur, this all-praised 
knight, ,4(, 

And your unthought-of Harry chance to 
meet. 

For every honour sitting on his helm. 
Would they were multitudes, and on mv 
head 

My shames redoubled 1 For the time will 
come 

That I shall make this northern youth 
exchange 145 

His glorious deeds for my indignities. 

Percy is but my factor, good my lord. 
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To engross up glorious deeds on my behalf; 
And 1 will call him to so strict account 
That he shall render every glory up, 150 
Yea, even the slightest worship of his time. 
Or I will tear the reckoning from his heart. 
This, in the name of God, I promise here *, 
The which if He be pleas'd I shall perform, 
I do beseech your Majesty may salve 15s 
Ihe long-grovvn wounds of my intemper¬ 
ature. 

If not, the end of life cancels all bands ; 
And 1 will die a hundred thousand deaths 
Ere break the smallest parcel of this vow. 
King. A hundred thousand rebels die in 
this: 

Thou shalt have charge and sovereign trust 
herein. 

Enter Sir V/altkr Blunt. 

How now, good Blunt! Thy looks are full 
of speed. 

BliinL So hath the business that I come 
to speak of. 

Lord Mortimer of Scotland hath sent word 
That Douglas and the English rebels met 
T he eleveuth of this month at Shrewsbury. 
A mighty and a fearful head they are, u.7 
If promises be kept on every hand, 

As ever off'red foul play in a state. 

King. The Earl of Westmoreland set 
forth to-day. 

With him my son, Lord John of Lancaster ; 
For this advertisement is live days old. 

On Wednesday next, Harry, you shall set 
forward; i 7 .i 

On Thursday we ourselves will march. Our 
meeting 

Is Bridgenorth. And, Harry, you shall march 
Through Gloucestershire; by which ac¬ 
count. 

Our business valued, some twelve days 
hence 

Our general forces at Bridgenorth shall 
meet. i/q 

Our hands are full of business. Let's away. 
Advantage feeds him fat while men delay. 

[Exeunt, 

ScHNE III. Eastcheap, The Boards Head 
Tavern* 

Enter Falstaff and Bardolph. 

FaL Bardolph, am I not fall'n away 
vilely since tliis last action ? Do I not 
bate ? Do I not dwindle ? Why, my skin 
hangs about me like an old lady’s loose 
gown; I am withered like an old apple- 
John. Well, I’ll repent, and that suddenly, 
while I am in some liking; 1 shall be out 
of heart shortly, and then I shall have no 
strength to repent. An I have not forgotten 
what the inside of a church is made of, I 
am a peppercorn, a brewer’s horse. The I 


inside of a church! Company, \ illainous 
company, hath been the .spoil of me. lo 

Bard. Sir John, you are so fretful you 
cannot live long. 

FaL Why, there is it; come, sing me a 
bawdy song, make me merry. 1 was as 
virtuously given as a gentleman need to be ; 
virtuous enough: swore little, dic’d not 
above seven times a week, went to a bawdy- 
house not above once in a quarter—of an 
hour, paid money that I borrowed—three 
or four times, lived well, and in good com¬ 
pass ; and now 1 live out of all order, out 
of all compass. .0 

Bard. Why, you are so fat, Sir John, that 
you must needs be out of all compass—out 
of all reasonable compass. Sir John. 

FaL Do thou amend thy face, and I’ll 
amend my life. T hou art our admiral, thou 
bcaiest the lantern in the poop, but 'tis in 
the nose of thee ; thou art the Knight of 
the Burning Lamp. 

Bard. Why, Sir John, my face docs you 
no harm. 

FaL No, ITl be sworn ; I make as good 
use of it as many a man doth of a death’s 
head or a memento mori: I never see thy 
face but 1 think upon hell-fire, and Dives 
that lived in purple ; for there he is in his 
robes, burning, burning. If thou wert any 
way given to virtue, 1 would swear by thy 
face : my oath should be ‘ By this fire, 
that’s God’s angel’. But thou art alto¬ 
gether given over, and wert indeed, but for 
the light in thy face, the son of utter 
darkness. When thou ran’st up Gadshill 
in the night to catch my horse, if I did not 
tliink thou hadst been an ignis fatiius or a 
ball of wildfire, there’s no purchase in 
money. O, thou art a perpetual triumph, 
an everlasting bonfire light! Theu hast 
saved me a thousand marks in links and 
torches, walking with thee in the night 
betwixt tavern and tavern ; but the sack 
that thou hast drunk me would have 
bought me lights as good cheap at the 
dearest chandler’s in Europe. I have main¬ 
tained that salamander of yours with lire 
any time this two and thirty years ; God 
reward me for it! 47 

Bard. ’Sblood, 1 w^ould my face were in 
your belly 1 

FaL God-a-mcrcy I so should 1 be sure 
to be heart-burnt. 50 

Enter Hostess. 

How now. Dame Partlct the hen! Have 
you inquir’d yet who pick’d my pocket ? 

Host. W'by. Sir John, what do you think. 
Sir John ? Do you think I keep thieves in 
my house ? 1 have search’d, I have in¬ 

quired, so has my husband, man by man, 
boy by boy, servant by servant. The tithe 
of a hair w^as never lost in my house before. 
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FaU Ye lie, hostess: Bardolph was 
shav’d and lost many a hair, and 1*11 be 
sworn my pocket w'as pick’d. Go to, you 
are a woman, go. f o 

Host Who, 1 ? No, I defy thee. God’s 
light, 1 was never call'd so in mine own 
house before. 

Fal, Go to, 1 know you well enough. <^3 
Hos<. No, Sir John, you do not know me. 
Sir John. 1 know you. Sir John : you owe 
me money. Sir John ; and now you pick a 
quarrel to beguile me of it. 1 bought you a 
dozen of shirts to your back. 67 

FaL Dowlas, filthy dowlas ! 1 have given 
them away to bakers' wives; they have 
made bolters of them. 

Host. Now, as I am a true woman, 
holland of eight shillings an ell. You owe 
money here besides, Sir John, for your diet 
and by-drinkings, and money lent you, 
four and twenty pound. 

FaL He had his part of it; let him pay. 
Host. He ? Alas, he is poor; he hath 
nothing. 75 

FaL How ! poor ? Look upon his face ; 
what call you rich ? Let them coin his 
nose, let them coin his cheeks. I’ll not pay 
a denier. What, will you make a younker 
of me ? Shall 1 not take mine ease in mine 
inn but I shall have my pocket pick’d ? 1 
have lost a seal-ring of my grandfather's 
worth forty mark. 

Host. O Jesu, 1 have heard the Prince 
tell him, I know not how oft, that that 
ring was copper I 

FaL How ! the Prince is a Jack, a sneak- 
cup. 'Sblood, an he were here, I would 
cudgel Iiim like a dog if he would say so. 

Enter the Prince marchings with Peto ; and 
Falstaff meets him, playing upon his 
truncheon like a fife. 

Fal. How now, lad ! Is the wind in that 
door, i’ faith ? Must we all march ? 

Bard. Yea, two and two, Newgate fashion. 
Host. My lord, I pray you hear me. (.0 
Prince. What say'st thou. Mistress 
Quickly ? How doth thy husband ? I love 
him well; he is an honest man. 

Host. Good my lord, hear me. 

Fal. Prithee, let her alone, and list to me. 
Prince. What say’st thou. Jack ? 90 

Fal. The other night I fell asleep here; 
behind the arras and had my pocket pick'd; 
this house is turn'd bawdy-house; they 
pick pockets. , 

Prince. What didst thou lose. Jack ? ico 
Fal. Wilt thou believe me, Hal ? Three i 
or four bonds of forty pound a-piece and a ] 
seal-ring of my grandfather's. | 

Prince. A trifle, some eight-penny matter, j 
Host. So 1 told him, my lord ; and I said | 
I h^ard your Grace say so ; and, my lord, I 
he speaks most vilely of you, like a foul-i 
$02 


mouth'd man as he is, and said he would 
cudgel you. 

Prince. What! he did not ? 

Host. There's neither faith, truth, nor 
womanhood, in me else. m 

Fal. There's no more faith in thee than 
in a stewed prune; nor no more truth in 
thee than in a drawn fox ; and for woman¬ 
hood, Maid Marian may be the deputy’s wife 
of the ward to thee. Go, you thing, go. 115 
Host. Say, what thing ? what thing ? 
Fal. What thing I Why, a thing to thank 
God on. 

Host. I am no thing to thank God on, 1 
would thou shouldst know it; I am an 
honest man's wife; and setting thy 
knighthood aside, thou art a knave to call 
me so. 

Fal. Setting thy womanhood aside, thou 
art a beast to say otherwise. 

Host. Say, what beast, thou knave, thou ? 
Fal. What beast! Why, an otter. 1:5 
Prince. An otter. Sir John ! Why an 
otter ? 

Fal. Why, she's neither fish nor flesh : a 
man knows not where to have her. 

Host. Thou art an unjust man in saying 
so : thou or any man knows where to have 
me, thou kna\ e, thou ! 

Prince. Jhou say'st true, hostess; and 
he slanders thee most grossly. 

Host. So he doth you, my lord ; ar.d said 
this other day you ought him a thousand 
pound. 134 

Prince. Sirrah, do I owe you a thousand 
pound ? 

Fal. A thousand pound, Hal 1 A million. 
Thy love is worth a million ; thou owest nrc 
thy love. 

Host. Nay, my lord, he call'd you Jack, 
and said he would cudgel you. 

Fal. Did I, Bardolph ? J io 

Bard. Indeed, Sir John, you said so. 

Fal. Yea, if he said my ring was copper. 
Prince. I say 'tis copper, Darest thou be 
as good as thy word now ? hi 

Fal. Why, Hal, thou knowest, as thou art 
but man, I dare; but as thou art prince, 
I fear thee as I fear the roaring of the lion's 
whelp. 

Prince. And why not as the Uon ? 

Fal. The King himself is to be feared as 
the lion. Dost thou think I'll fear thee as 
I fear thy father ? Nay, an I do, I pray 
God my girdle break. 151 

Prince. O, if it should, how would thy 
guts fall about thy knees! But, sirrah, 
there's no room for faith, truth, nor 
honesty, in this bosom of thine—^it is all 
fiH'd up with guts and midriff. Charge an 
honest woman with picking thy pocket! 
Why, thou whoreson, impudent, emboss'd 
rascal, if there were anything in thy pcckct 
but tavern-reckonings, mcinorandums of 
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bawdy-houses, and one poor penny-worth 
of sugar-candy to make thee long-winded 
if thy pocket were enrich’d with any other 
injuries but these, 1 am a villain. And yet 
you will stand to it, you will not pocket-up 
wrong. Art thou not ashamed ? 

Fed, Dost thou hear, Hal ? Thou knowest 
in the state of innocency Adam fell; and 
what should poor Jack Falstaff do in the 
days of villainy ? Thou seest 1 have more 
flesh than another man, and therefore more 
frailty. You confess, then, you pick'd my 
pocket ? 

Prince, It appears so by the story. 

FaL Hostess, I forgive thee. Go make 
ready breakfast, love thy husband, look to 
thy servants, cherish thy guests. Thou 
shalt find me tractable to any honest 
reason. Thou seest I am pacified still. Nay, 
prithee, be gone. [Exit Hostess] Now, Hal, 
to the news at court: for the robbery, lad, 
how is that answered ? 

Prince. O, my sweet beef, 1 must still be 
good angel to thee : the money is paid 
back again. 

Fal. O, I do not like that paying back ; 
*tis a double labour. 179 

Prince. I am good friends with my 
father, and may do anything. 

Fal. Rob me the exchequer the first 
thing thou doest, and do it with unwash’d 
hands too. 

Bard. Do. my lord. 

Prince. I have procured thee, Jack, a 
charge of foot. 

Fa!. 1 would it had been of horse. Where 
shall I find one that can steal well ? O for 
a fine thief, of the age of two and twenty 
or thereabouts! 1 am heinously unprovided. 
Well, God be thanked for these rebels— 
they offend none but the virtuous ; I laud 
them, I praise them. jyi 

Prince. Bardolph ! 

Bard. My lord ? 

Prince. Go bear this letter to Lord John 
of Lancaster, 

To my brother John ; this to my Lord of 
Westmoreland. [Exit Bardolph. 
Go, Peto, to horse, to horse; for thou and I 
Have thirty miles to ride yet ere dinner¬ 
time. (Exil Peto. 

Jack, meet me to-morrow in the Temple 
Hall 

At two o’clock in the afternoon ; 

There shalt thou know thy charge, and 
there receive 

Money and order for their furniture. 

The land is burning ; Percy stands on high; 
And either we or they must lower lie. 

[Exit. 

Fal. Rare words I brave world ! Hostess, 
my breakfast, come 1 204 

O, I could wish this tavern were my drum ! 

[Exit. 


ACT FOUR 

Scene 1. The rebel camp near Shrewsbury. 

Enter Hotspur, Worcester, and 
Douglas. 

Hoi. Well said, my noble Scot. If speak¬ 
ing truth 

In this fine age were not thought flattery, 
Such attribution should the Douglas have 
As not a soldier of this season’s stamp 
Should go so general current through the 
world. 5 

By God, I cannot flatter ; 1 do defy 
The tongues of soothers ; but a braver 
place 

In my heart’s love hath no man than 
yourself. 

Nay, task me to my word ; approve me, 
lord. 

Doug. Thou art the king of honour : 10 

No man so potent breathes upon the ground 
But I will beard him. 

Hot. Do so, and 'tis well. 

Enter a Messenger with letters. 

What letters hast thou there ?— 1 can but 
thank you. 

Mes.s. These letters come from your 
father. 

Hot. Letters from him ! W hy cemes he 
not himself ? 15 

Mess. He cannot come, my lord, he is 
grievous sick. 

Hoi. Zounds ! how has he the leisure to 
be sick 

In such a justling time ? Who leads his 
power ? 

Under whose government come they along? 

Mess. His letters bears his mind, not I, 
my lord. lo 

Wor. I prithee tell me, doth he keep his 
bed ? 

Mess. He did, my lord, four days ere I 
set forth ; 

And at the time of my departure thence 
He was much fear’d by his physicians. 

W'or. I would the slate of time had first 
been whole 25 

Ere he by sickness had been visited : 

His health was never better worth than 
now. 

Hot. Sick now ! droop now ! This sickness 
doth infect 

The very life-blood of our enterprise; 

'Tis catching hither, even to our camp. 30 
He writes me here that inward sickness— 
And that his friends by deputation could 
not 

So soon be drawn; nor did he think it 
meet 

To lay so dangerous and dear a trust 
On any soul remov’d, but on his own. 35 
Yet doth he give us bold advertisement 

S«3 
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That with our small conjunction we should 
on. 

To see how fortune is dispos’d to us; 

For, as he writes, there is no quailing now. 
Because the King is certainly possess’d 4 '- 
Of all our purposes. What say you to it ? 
Wor. Your father's sickness is a maim 
to us. 

Hot A perilous gash, a very limb lopp’d 
olf. 

And yet, in faith, it is not. His present want 
Seems more than we shall find it. Were it 

gOs)d ■! s 

To set the exact wealth of all our states 
All at one cast ? To set so rich a main 
On the nice haz ird of one doubtful hour ? 
It were not good; for therein should we 
read 

The very bottom and the soul of hope, 5 '^ 
The very list, the very utmost bound 
Of all our fortunes. 

Doug, Faith, and so we should ,* 

Where now remains a sweet reversion. 

We may bolJly spend upon the hope of 
what 
Is to come in. 

A comfort of retirement lives in this. 

Hot, A rendez eous, a home to fly unto, 

If that the devil and mischance look big 
Upon the maidenhead of our aflairs. 

Wor, But yet I would your father had 
been here. <»■' 

The quality and hair of our attempt 
Brooks no division. It will be thought 
By some, that know not why he is away, 
That wiidom, loyalty, and mere dislike 
Of our proceedings, kept the earl from 
hence; ' s 

And think how such an apprehension 
May turn the tide of fearful faction 
And brjed a kind of question in our cause ; 
For well you know we of the off'ring side 
Must keep aloof from strict arbitrement, r- 
And stop all sight-holes, every loop from 
whence 

The eye of reason may pry in upon us. 

This absence of your father's draws a 
curtain 

That shows the ignorant a kind of fear 
Before not dreamt of. 

Hot, You strain too far. 75 

I rather of his absence make this use: 

It lends a lustre and more great opinion, 

A larger dare to our great enterprise, 

I'han if the carl were here ; for men must 
chink. 

If we, without his help, can make a head so 
To push against a kingdom, with his help 
We shall o’erturn it topsy-turvy down. 

Yet all goes well, yet all our joints are 
whole. 

Doug, As heart can think ; there is not 
such a w^ord 

Spoke of in Scotland as this term of fear. H5 

5<4 


Enter Sir Richard Vernon. 

Hot, My cousin Vernon ! welcome, by my 
soul. 

Ver, Pray God my news be worth a 
welcome, lord. 

The Earl of Westmoreland, seven thousand 
strong. 

Is marching hitherwards ; with him Prince 
John. 

Hot, No harm ; what more ? 

Ver. And further, I have learn'd 

The King himself in person is set forth, 

Or hitherw'ards intended speedily, 

Witii strong and mighty piepaiation. 

Hot. He shall be welcome too. Where is 
his son, 94 

The nimble-footed madcap Prince of Wales, 
And his comrades that datt’d the world aside 
And bid it pass ^ 

Ver. All furnish’d, ail in arms ; 

All plum’d like estridges, that with the 
wind 

Bated like eagles having lately bath’d ; 
GiittCA-ing in golden coats, like images ; joo 
As full of spirit as the month of May 
And gorgeous as the sun at midsummer ; 
Wanton as youthful goats, wild as young 
bulls. 

1 saw young Harry with his beaver on, 

His cashes on his thighs, gallantly arm’d, 
Rise from the ground like feathered 
Mercury, i«)‘> 

And vaulted with such case into his seat 
As if an angel dropp’d down from the clouds 
To turn and wind a fiery Pegasus, 

And witch the world with noble horseman¬ 
ship. 110 

Hot. No more, no more ; worse than the 
sun in March, 

This praise doth nourish agues. Let them 
come. 

They come like sacrifices in their trim, 
And to tlic fire-cy’d maid of smoky war 
AU hot and bleeding will we offer them. X15 
I'hc mailed Mars shall on his altar sit 
Up to the ears in blood. I am on fire 
To hear this rich reprisal is so nigh 
And yet not ours. Come, let me taste my 
horse. 

Who is to bear me like a thunderbolt iso 
Against the bosom of the Prince of Wales. 
Harry to Harry shall, hot horse to horse. 
Meet, and ne’er part till one drop down a 
corse. 

O that Glcndowcr were come ! 

V'er. There is more news. 

I learn’d in Worcester, as I rode along, 125 
He cannot draw his power this fourteen 
days. 

Doug* That’s the worst tidings that I 
hear of yet. 

Wor. Ay, by my faith, that bears a frosty 
sound. 
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Scene 1] 


Hot What may the King's whole battle 
reach unto ? 

Ver* To thirty thousand. 

Hot Forty let it be : i.vj 

My father and Glendowcr being both away, 
The powers of us may serve so great a day. 
Come, let us take a muster speedily. 
Doomsday is near ; die all, die merrily. 

Doug. T alk not of dying ; 1 am out of 
fear i.e, 

Of death or death’s hand for this one 
half year, [Exeunt. 

ScENii 11. A public road near Coreidry, 
Enter Falstaff and Bardolph. 

Eat Bardolph, get thee before to 
Coventry ; fill me a bottle of sack. Our 
soldiers shall march through; wc’Il to 
Sutton Co’hr to-night. 

Bard. Will you give me money, Captain ? 

Fat Lay out, lay out. 5 

Bard. This bottle makes an angel. 

Fal. An if it do, take it for thy labour; 
and if it make twenty, take them all; I’ll 
answer the coinage. Bid my lieulenaiit 
Peto meet me at town’s end. ^ 

Bard. I will, Captain; farewell. [Exit. 

Fal. If 1 be not ashamed of rny soldiers, 
I am a sous'd gurnet. I have misused the 
King’s press damnably. I have got, in 
exhunge of a hundred and fifty soldiers, 
three hinidred and odd pounds. 1 press me 
none but good householders, yeomen’s sons; 
iiupsire me out contracted bachelors, such 
as imd been ask’d twice on the banns ; such 
a commodity of warm slaves as had as lief 
hear the devil as a drum ; such as fear the 
report of a caliver worse than a struck fowl 
or a hurt wild-duck. 1 press’d me none but 
such toasts-and-butter, with hearts in their 
bellies no bigger than pins’ heads, and they 
have bought out their services ; and now 
my whole charge consists of ancients, 
corporals, lieutenants, gentlemen of com¬ 
panies—slaves as ragged as Lazarus in the 
painted cloth, where the Glutton’s dogs 
licked his sores ; and such as indeed were 
never soldiers, but discarded unjust serving- 
men, younger sons to younger brothers, 
revolted tapsters, and ostlers trade-fall’n ; 
the cankers of a calm world and a long 
peace; ten times more dishonourable 
ragged than an old-fac’d ancient. And such 
have I, to fill up the rooms of them as 
have bought out their services, that you 
would think that I had a hundred and fifty 
tattered Prodigals lately come from swine¬ 
keeping, from eating draff and husks. A 
mad fellow met me on the way, and told 
me I had unloaded all the gibbets and 
press’d the dead bodies. No eye hath seen 
such scarecrows. I’ll not march through 
Coventry with them, that’s flat. Nay, and 


the villains march wide betwixt the legs, as 
if they had gyves on ; for indeed 1 had ti e 
most of them out of prison. 1 here’s not a 
shirt and a half in all my company ; aid 
the half shirt is two napkins lack’d tegefber 
and thrown over the shoulders like a 
herald’s coat without sleeves; and fbe 
shirt, to say the truth, stcl’n from my best 
at Saint Albans, or the red-nose innketj cr 
of Daventry. But that’s all one; they’ll 
find linen enough on every hedge. 

Enter the Princh of Wales and 
WES'IMORELAND. 

Prince. How now, blown Jack! how 
now, quilt I it 

Fal. What, Hal! how now, mad wag ! 
What a devil dost thou in \Vaiv\icksbiie ? 
My good Lord of Wcstnioreland, I cry yen 
mercy ; 1 thought your honour had alieaoy 
been at Shrewsbury. 51 

West. Faith, Sir John, ’tis more than 

time that 1 were there, and >ou tco ; I i.t 
ray powers are there already. The Kirg, 
I can tell you, looks for us all; we nuist 
away all night. 55 

Fal. Tut, never fear me ; 1 am as vigilant 
as a cat to steal cream. 

Prince. 1 think, to steal cream indeed ; 
for thy theft hath already made thee butter. 
But tell me, Jack, whose fellows are tliese 
that come after ? fo 

Fal. Mine, Hal, mine. 

Prince. I aid never see such pitiful 

rascals. 

Fat Tut, tut; good enough to toss ; 
food for powder, food for powaer ; they’ll 
till a pit as well as better: tush, man, 
mortal men, mortal men. (>5 

West. Ay, but. Sir John, methinks they 
are exceeding poor and bare—tco beggarly. 

Fal. Faith, lor their poverty, I know rot 
where they had that; and for their bare¬ 
ness, 1 am sure they never learn’d that of 
me. 70 

Prince. No, I’ll be sworn ; unless you 
call three fingers in the ribs bare. But, 
sirrah, make haste ; Percy is already in 
the field. [Exit. 

Fal. What, is the King encamp’d ? 

West He is, Sir John ; I fear we shall 
stay too long. [Exih 

Fat Well, 76 

To the latter end of a fray and the begin¬ 
ning of a feast 

Fits a dull fighter and a keen guest. [Exit 

Scene HI. The rebel camp near Shrews¬ 
bury. 

Enter Hotspur, Worcester, Douglas, 
and Vernon. 

Hoi. We’ll fight with him to-night. 

Wor. It may not be. 
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Doug, You give him, then, advantage. 

Ver, Not a whit. 

Hot. Why say you so ? looks he not for 
supply ? 

Ver, So do we. 

Hoi. His is certain, ours is doubtful. 

Wor, Good cousin, be advis*d, stir not 
to-night. 

Ver. Do not, my lord. 

Doug, You do not counsel well; 

You speak it out of fear and cold heart. 

Ver, Do me no slander, Douglas ; by my 
life, 

And 1 dare well maintain it with my life, 

If well-respected honour bid me on, i'- 
I hold as little counsel with weak fear 
As you, my lord, or any Scot that this day 
lives ; 

Let it be seen to-morrow in the battle 
Which of us fears. 

Doiig. Yea, or to-night. 

Ver, Content. 

Hot. To-night, say I. 15 

Ver. Come, come, it may not be. 1 
wonder much. 

Being men of such great leading as you 
are. 

That you foresee not what impediments 
Drag back our expedition : certain horse 
Of my cousin Vernon’s are not yet come up; 
Your uncle Worcester’s horse came but to¬ 
day ; 

And now their pride and mettle is asleep, 
Their courage with hard labour tame and 
dull. 

That not a horse is half the half of himself. 

Hot. So arc the horses of the enemy - 5 
In general, journey-bated and brought low ; 
The better part of ours arc full of rest. 

Wor. The number of the King cxccedeth 
ours. 

For God's sake, cousin, stay till all come in. 

(The trumpet sounds a parley. 

Enter Sir Walter Blunt. 

Bluni. I come with gracious offers from 
the King, y' 

If you vouchsafe me hearing and respect. 

Hot. Welcome, Sir Walter Blunt; and 
would to God 

You w'ere of our determination I 
Some of us love you w’cll; and even those 
some 

Envy your great deservings and good name. 
Because you are not of our quality, 

B .it stand against us like an enemy. 

Blunt. And God defend but still 1 should 
stand so. 

So long as out of limit and true rule 
You stand against anointed majesty! 40 

But, to my charge. The King hath sent to 
know 

The nature of your griefs ; and whereupon; 
You conjure from the breast of civil peace! 


[Act 4 

Such bold hostility, teaching his duteous 
land 

Audacious cruelty. If that the King 45 
Have any way your good deserts forgot. 
Which he confesseth to be manifold. 

He bids you name your griefs, and with all 
speed 

You shall have your desires with interest. 
And pardon absolute for yourself and these 
Herein misled by your suggestion. 51 
Hot. The King is kind ; and well we know 
the King 

Knows at what time to promise, when to 
pay. 

My father and my uncle and myself 
Did give him that same royalty he wears ; 
And when he was not six and twenty 
strong, 

Sick in the world's regard, wretched and 
low, 

A poor unminded outlaw sneaking home, 
My father gave him welcome to the shore ; 
And when he heard him swear and vow' to 
God to 

He came but to be Duke of Lancaster, 

To sue his livery and beg his peace. 

With tears of innocency and terms of zeal. 
My father, in kind heart and pity mov’d, 
Sw^ore him assistance, and perform’d it too. 
Now when the lords and barons of the realm 
Perceiv'd Northumberland did lean to him, 
Ihe more and less came in with cap and 
knee; 

Met him in boroughs, cities, villages ; ^>9 

Attended him on bridges, stood in lanes. 
Laid gifts before him, proffer'd him their 
oatlis. 

Gave him their heirs as pages, followed 
him 

Even at the heels in golden multitudes. 

He presently—as greatness knows itself— 
Steps me a little higher than his vow 75 
.Made to my father, while his blood was 
poor, 

Upon the naked shore at Ravenspurgh ; 
And now, forsooth, takes on him to reform 
Some certain edicts, and some strait 
dt'crees 

1 hat lie too heavy on the commonwealth ; 
Cries out upon abuses, .seems to weep 81 
Over his country's wrongs ; and by this 
face. 

This seeming brow of justice, did he win 
Th j hearts of all that he did angle for ; 
Proceeded further : cut me off the heads 85 
Of all the favourites that the absent King 
In deputation left behind him here, 

When he was personal in the Irish war. 
Blunt, Tut, 1 came not to hear this. 

Hot. Then to the point. 

In short time after, he depos'd the King; 
Soon after that depriv'd him of his life; 
And in the neck of that, task'd the whole 
state; 9a 
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Scene 3] 

To make that worse, suflf'red his kinsman 
March— 

Who is, if every owner were well plac’d, 
Indeed his king—to be engag’d in Wales, 95 
There without ransom to lie forfeited ; 
Disgrac’d me in my happy victories ; 
Sought to entrap me by intelligence; 
Rated mine uncle from the council-board ; 
In rage dismiss'd my father from the court; 
Broke oath on oath, committed wrong on 
wrong; loi 

And in conclusion drove us to seek out 
This head of safety, and withal to pry 
Into his title, the which we find 
Too indirect for long continuance. 103 

Blunt, Shall 1 return this answer to the 
King ? 

Hot, Not so. Sir Walter ; we’ll withdraw 
awhile. 

Go to the King ; and let there be impawn’d 
Some surety for a safe return again, J09 

And in the morning early shall mine uncle 
Bring him our purposes. And so, farewell. 
Blunt. I would you would accept of grace 
and love. 

Hot, And may be so we shall. 

Blunt, Pray God vou do. 

lExt:unt. 

Scene IV. York, The Archbishop’s palace. 

Enter the Archbishop of York, and Sir 
Michael. 

Arch. Hie, good Sir Michael; bear this 
sealed brief 

With winged haste to the Lord Marshal; 
This to my cousin Scroop ; and all the rest 
To whom they are directed. If you knew 
How much they do import, you would make 
haste, 5 

Sir M. My good lord, 

I guess their tenour. 

Arch. Like enough you do. 

To-morrow, good Sir Michael, is a day 
Wherein the fortune of ten thousand men 
Must bide the touch ; for, sir, at Shrews¬ 
bury, 10 

As I am truly given to understand. 

The King with mighty and quick-raised 
power 

Meets with Lord Harry ; and I fear. Sir 
Michael, 

What with the sickness of Northumberland, 
Whose power was in the first proportion, 15 
And what with Owen Glendow^r’s absence 
thence. 

Who with them was a rated sinew too 
And comes not in, o’errul'd by prophecies, 
I fear the power of Percy is too weak 
To wage an instant trial with the King. 20 
Sir M. Why, my good lord, you need not 
fear; 

There is Douglas and Lord Mortimer. 
Arch. No, Mortimer is not there. 


Sir M. But there is Mordake, Vernon, 
Lord Harry Percy, 

And there is my Lord of Worcester, and a 
head 25 

Of gallant warriors, noble gentlemen. 

Arch. And so there is ; but yet the King 
hath drawn 

The special head of all the land together : 
The Prince of Wales, Lord John of Lan¬ 
caster, 

The noble Westmoreland, and warlike 
Blunt; 30 

And many moe corrivals and dear men 
Of estimation and command in arms. 

Sir M. Doubt not, my lord, they shall be 
well oppos’d. 

Arch. I hope no less, yet needful ’tis to 
fear; 

And, to prevent the worst, Sir Michael, 
speed; 33 

For if Lord Percy thrive not, ere the King 
Dismiss his power, he means to visit us— 
For he hath heard of our confederacy— 
And ’tis but wisdom to make strong against 
him ; 

Therefore make haste. I must go write 
again 40 

To other friends; and so farewell, Sir 
Michael. lExeunt seierally, 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. The King’s camp near Shrewsbury. 

Enter the King, the Prince of Wales, 

Prince John of Lancaster, Sir Walter 

Blunt, and Sir John Falstaif. 

King. How bloodily the sun begins to 
peer 

Above yon busky hill! The day looks pale 
At his distemp’rature. 

Prince. The southern wind 

Doth play the trumpet to his purposes. 
And by his hollow whistling in the leaves 3 
Foretells a tempest and a blust’ring day. 

King. Then with the losers let it sym¬ 
pathize, 

For nothing can seem foul to those that win. 

[The trumpet sounds. 

Enter Worcester and Vernon. 

How now, my Lord of Worcester I ’Tis not 
well 

That you and I should meet upon such 
terms 10 

As now we meet. You have deceiv'd our 
trust, 

And made us doff our easy robes cf peace 
To crush our old limbs in ungentle steel; 
This is not well, my lord, this is not well. 
What say you to it ? Will you again unknit 
This churlish knot of all-abhorred war, 16 
And move in that obedient orb again 
Where you did give a fair and natural light, 
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And be no more an exhal'd meteor, 

A prodigy of fear, and a portent 20 

Of broached mischief to the unborn times ? 

Wor. Hear me, my liege : 

For mine own part, 1 could be well content 
To entertain the lag-end of my life 
With quiet hours ; for 1 protest 
I have not sought the day of this dislike. 
King* You have not sought it! How 
comes it then ? 

Fal, Rebellion lay in his way, and he 
found it. 

Prince. Peace, chewet, peace! 

Wor. It pleas’d your Majesty to turn 
your looks 

Of favour from myself and all our house; 
And yet 1 must remember you, my lord. 
We were the first and dearest of your 
friends. 

For you my stalT of oflice did I break 
In Richard’s time, and posted day and 
night Hs 

To meet you on tfie way and kiss your hand, 
When yet you were in place and in account 
Nothing so strong and fortunate as I. 

It was myself, my brother, and his son. 
That brought you home, and boldly did 
outdare 4' 

The dangers of the time. You swore to us— 
And you did swear that oath at Doncaster— 
Tnat you did nothing purpose 'gainst the 
state, 

Nor claim no further than your new-fall'n 
right, 41 

The seat of Gaunt, dukedom of Lancaster; 
To this we swore our aid. But in short 
space 

It rain’d down fortune show’ring on your 
head; 

And such a flood of greatness fell on you. 
What with our help, what with the absent 
King. 

What with the injuries of a wanton time, 50 
The seeming suflerances that you had borne, 
And the contrarious winds that held the 
King 

So long in his unlucky Irish wars 
That all in England did repute him dead ; 
And from this swarm of fair advantages 
You took occasion to be quickly woo'd 
To gripe the general sway into your hand ; 
Forgot your oath to us at Doncaster ; 

And being fed by us you us’d us so 
As that ungentle gull, the cuckoo’s bird, r’o 
Useth the sparrow—did oppress our nest, 
Grew by our feeding to so great a bulk 
That even our love durst not come near 
your sight 

For fear of swallowing; but with nimble 
wing 

We were enf^orc’d, for safety sake, to fly ti: 
Out of your sight, and raise this present 
head; 

Whereby we stand opposed by such means 


As you yourself have forg’d against your¬ 
self, 

By unkind usage, dangerous countenance. 
And violation of ail faith and troth 70 
Sworn to us in your younger enterprise. 
King. Ihese things, indeed, you have 
articulate, 

Proclaim’d at market-crosses, read in 
churches, 

To face the garment of rebellion 
Willi some hne colour that may please the 
eye 75 

Of tickle changelings and poor discontents, 
W hich gape and mb the elbow at the news 
Of hurlyburly innovation ; 

And never yet did insurrection want 
Such water-colours to impaint his cause, 

Nor moody beggars, starving for a time 
Of pellmell havoc and confusicn. 

Prince. In both your armies there is many 
a soul 

Shall pay full dearly for this encounter, 

If once they join in trial. Tell your nephew 
The Prince of Wales doth join with all tlie 
world 

In praise of Henry Percy. By my hopes, 
This present enterprise set off his head, 

I do not think a braver gentleman. 

More active-valiant or more valiant-young, 
More daring or more bold, is now alive 9^ 
'I'o grace this latter age with noble deeds. 
For my part, 1 may speak it to my shame, 
I have a truant been to chivalry ; 

And so I hear he doth account me too. 

Yet this before my father’s majesty— 

1 am content that he shall take the odds 
Of his great name and estimation. 

And will, to save the blood on either side, 
Try fortune with him in a single fight. 100 
King. And, Prince of Wales, so dare we 
venture thee. 

Albeit considerations infinite 
Do make against it. No, good Worcester, 
no. 

We love our people well; even those we 
love 104 

That are misled upon your cousin’s part; 
And will they take the offer of our grace. 
Both he and they and you, yea, every mi an 
Shall be my friend again, and I’ll be his. 

So tell your cousin, and bring me word 109 
What he will do. But if he will not yield, 
Rebuke and dread correction wait on us, 
And they shall do their office. So, be gone ; 
We will not now be troubled with reply. 
We offer fair ; take it advisedly. 

lExeunt Worcester and Vernon. 
Prince. It will not be accepted, on my 
life: IIS 

ITie Douglas and the Hotspur both together 
Are confident against the world in arms. 
King. Hence, therefore, every leader to 
his charge; 

For, on their answer, will we set on them ; 
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And God befriend U;>, as our cause is just! 
[Exeunt all but the Prince and Fdistaff* 
FaL Hal, if thou see me down in the 
battle, and bestride me, so; 'tis a point 
of friendship. 

Prince* Nothing but a colossus can do 
thee that friendship. Say thy prayers, and 
farewell. 

Fal, 1 would ’twere bed-time, Hal, and 
all well. » s 

Prince. Why, thou owest God a death. 

{Exit. 

Fal* 'Tis not due yet; I would be loath 
to pay him before his day. What need I be 
so forward with him that calls not on me ? 
Well, *tis no matter ; honour pricks me on. 
Yea, but how if lionour prick me off when 
I c.>n\e on ^ How then ? Can honour set to 
a leg ? No. Or an arm ? No. Or take 
away the grief of a wound ? No. Honour 
h ith no skill in surgery, then ? No, What 
is honour ? A word. What is in that word ? 
Honour. What is that honour ? Air. A 
trim reckoniiig ! Who hath it ? He that 
died o' Wednesday. Idoth he feel it ? No. 
Doth he hear it ? No. ’ l is insensible, then ? 
Yea, to the dead. Hut will it not live with 
the lining? No. Why? Detraction will 
not Slider it. Therefore I’ll none of it. 
Honour is a mere scutcheon. And so ends 
my catechism. [Exit* j i" 

Scene II. The rebel camp. 

Biller Worcester and Vernon. 

War* O, no, my nephew must not know. 
Sir Richard, 

Th? liberal and kind offer of the King, 

Ver, 'Twere best he did. 

Wor, Then arc W’c all undone. 

It is not possible, it cannot be, a 

The King should keep his word in loving us; 
He will suspect us still, and find a time 
To punish tnis offence in other faults ; 
Supposition all our lives shall be stuck full 
of eyes, 

For treason is but trusted like the fox. 
Who, never so tame, so cherish'd, and 
lock’d up, xo 

Will have a wild trick of his ancestors. 
Look how we can, or sad or merrily, 
Interpretation will misquote our looks. 
And we shall feed like oxen at a stall, n 
The better cherish'd still the nearer death. 
My nephew's trespass may be well forgot; 
It hath the excuse of youth and heat of 
blood, 

And an adopted name of privilege— 

A hare-brain'd Hotspur, govern'd by a 
spleen. 

All his offences live upon my head iro 
And on his father’s : we did train him on ; 
And, his corruption being ta'en from us. 
We, as the spring of all, shall pay for all. 


Tlierefore, good cousin, let not Harry know. 
In any case, tlie offer of the King. 25 

Ver. Deliver what you will. I'll say 'tis so. 
Here comes your cousin. 

Enter Hotspur and Douglas. 

Hot. My uncle is return'd : 

Deliver up my Lord of Westmoreland. 
Uncle, W'hat news ? 30 

Wor. The King will bid you battle 
presently. 

Doug. Defy him by the Lord of West¬ 
moreland. 

Hot. Lord Douglas, go you and tell him 
so. 

Doug. Marry, and shall, and very will¬ 
ingly. [Exit* 

Wor. There is no seeming mercy in the 
King. 3S 

Hot. Did you beg any ? God forbid! 

Wor. 1 told him gently of our grievances. 
Of his oath-breaking; which he mended 
thus, 

By now forswearing that he is forsworn. 39 
He calls us rebels, traitors, and will scouige 
With haughty arms this hateful name in us. 

Re-enter Douglas. 

Doug. Arm, gentlemen, to arms ! for 1 
have thrown 

A brave defiance in King Henry’s teeth— 
And Westmoreland, that was engag'd, did 
bear it— 

Which cannot choose but bring him quickly 
on. ^5 

Wor. The Prince of Wales stepp’d forth 
before the King, 

And, nephew, challeng’d you to single fight. 

Hot. O, would the quarrel lay upon our 
heads; 

And that no man might draw short breath 
to-day 

But I and Harry Monmouth ! Tell me, tell 
me, 50 

How show'd his tasking ? Seem’d it in 
contempt ? 

Ver. No, by my soul, I never in my life 
Did hear a challenge urg'd more modestly. 
Unless a brother should a brother dare 
To gentle exercise and proof of arms. 55 
He gave you all the duties of a man ; 
Trimm'd up your praises with a princely 
tongue ; 

Spoke your deservings like a chronicle; 
Making you ever better than his praise. 

By still dispraising praise valued with you ; 
And, which became him like a prince indeed. 
He made a blushing cital of himself, t>2 
And chid his truant youth with such a 
grace 

As if he mast'red there a double spirit. 

Of teaching and of learning instantly. 
There did he pause; but let me tell the 
world— 
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If he outlive the envy of this day, 67 
England did never owe so sweet a hope. 

So much misconstrued in his wantonness. 

Hoi, Cousin, I think thou art enamoured 
On his follies. Never did I hear 71 

Of any prince so wild a liberty. 

But be he as he will, yet once ere night 
I will embrace him with a soldier's arm, 
That h2 shall shrink under my courtesy. 75 
Arm, arm with speed! and, fellows, 
soldiers, friends, 

Better consider what you have to do 
Than I, that have not well the gift of 
tongue, 

Can lift your blood up with persuasion. 
Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, here are letters for you. fo 
Hot, I cannot read them now, 

O gentlemen, the time of life is short! 

To spend that shortness ba^:ely were too 
long, 

If life did ride upon a dial's point, 

Still ending at the arrival of an hour. S5 
An if we live, we live to tread on kings ; 

If die, brave death, when princes die with 
us! 

Now, for our consciences, the arms are fair. 
When the intent of bearing them is just. 

Enter another Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, prepare ; the King comes 
on apace. <ki 

Hot, I thank him that he cuts me from 
my tale, 

For I profess not talldng ; only this— 

Let each man do his best. And here draw I 
A sword, whose temper 1 intend to stain 
With the best blood that 1 can meet withal 
In the adventure of this perilous day. y6 
Now, Esperance I Percy I and set on. 
Sound all the lofty instruments of war. 

And by that music let us all embrace ; 

For, heaven to earth, some of us never shall 
A second time do such a courtesy. loi 
[They embrace. The trumpets sound. 
Exeunt, 

Scene III. A plain between the camps. 

The King passes across %viih his power. 
Alarum to the battle. Then enter Douglas 
and Sir Walter Blunt. 

Blunt, What is thy name, that in battle 
thus 

Thou crossest me ? What honour dost thou 
seek 

Upon my head ? 

Doug, Know, then, my name is Dougias; 
And 1 do haunt thee in the battle thus 
Because some tell me that thou art a king. 
Blunt, They tell thee true. 6 

Doug, The Lord of Stafford dear to-day 
hath bought 
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[Act 5 

Thy likeness; for instead of thee, King 
Harry, 

This sword hath ended him. So shall it 
thee, 

Unless thou yield thee as my prisoner. 10 
Blunt, 1 was not born a yielder, thou 
proud Scot; 

And thou shalt find a king that will revenge 
Lord Stafford’s death. 

[They fight, Douglas kills Blunt, 

Enter Hotspur. 

Hot, O Douglas, hadst thou fought at 
Holmedon thus, 

I never had triumph'd upon a Scot. 15 
Doug. All's done, all's won ; here breath¬ 
less lies the King. 

Hot. Where ? 

Doug. Here. 

Hot, This, Douglas ? No : I know this 
face full well; 

A gallant knight he was, his name was 
Blunt; 20 

Semblably furnish'd like the King himself. 
Doug, A fool go with thy soul whither 
it goes ! 

A borrowed title hast thou bought too dear ; 
Why didst thou tell me that thou wert a 
king ? 

Hot, The King hath many marching in 
his coats. 

Doug. Now, by my sword, I will kill all 
his coats; 25 

I'll murder all his wardrobe, piece by piece. 
Until I meet the King. 

Hot. Up, and away ! 

Our soldiers stand full fairly for the day. 

[Exeunf. 

Alarum, Enter Falstaff, solus. 

Fal, Though I could scape shot-free at 
London, I fear the shot here: here’s no 
scoring but upon the pate. Soft! who are 
you ? Sir Walter Blunt. There's honour for 
you ! Here's no vanity ! I i- m as hot as 
molten lead, and as heavy too. Gcd keep 
lead out of me! I need no more weight 
than mine own bowels. I have led my 
ragamuffins where they are pepper’d; 
there’s not three of my hundred and fifty 
left alive, and they are for the town's end, 
to beg during life. But who comes here ? 

Enter the Prince of Wales. 

Prince. What, stand'st thou idle here ? 
Lend me thy sword. 

Many a nobleman lies stark and stiff 40 
Under the hoofs of vaunting enemies. 
Whose deaths are yet unreveng'd. I 
prithee lend me thy sword. 

Fal, O Hal, I prithee give me leave to 
breathe awhile. Turk Gregory never did 
such deeds in arms as I have done this day. 
I have paid Percy, I have made him sure. 
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Scene 3] 

Prince, He is» indeed, and living to kill 
thce» 1 prithee lend me thy sword. 47 
FaL Nay, before God, Hal, if Percy be 
alive, thou get*st not my sword ; but take 
my pistol, if thou wilt. 

Prince, Give it me. What, is it in the 
case ? 

FaU Ay, Hal; *tls hot, 'tis hot; there's 
that will sack a city, [The Prince draws it 
out, and finds it to be a bottle of sack. 
Prince, What, is it a time to jest and dally 
now ? [He throws the bottle at him. Exit, 
Fal, Well, if Percy be alive. I'll pierce 
him. If he do come in my way, so ; if he 
do not, if I come in his willingly, let him 
make a carbonado of me. 1 like not such 
grinning honour as Sir Walter hath. Give 
me life, which if 1 can save, so ; if not, 
honour comes unlook’d for, and there's an 
end. [Exit, 

Scene IV. Another part of the field. 

Alarums, Excursions. Enter the Kino, the 
Prince of Wales, Prince John of 
Lancaster, and Westmoreland. 

King, 1 prithee, 

Harry, withdraw thyself; thou bleedest 
too much; 

Lord John of Lancaster, go you with him. 
P. John. Not 1 , my lord, unless 1 did 
bleed too. 

Prince. 1 beseech your Majesty, make 
up, 5 

Lest your retirement do amaze your friends. 
King. 1 will do so. 

My Lord of Westmoreland, lead him to his 
tent. 

West. Come, my lord. I’ll lead you to 
your tent. 

Prince, Lead me, my lord ? I do not need 
your help; lo 

And God forbid a shallow scratch should 
drive 

The Prince of Wales from such a field as 
this. 

Where stain'd nobility lies trodden on. 

And rebels' arms triumph in massacres I 
P. John, We breathe too long. Come, 
cousin Westmoreland, 13 

Our duty this way lies; for God's sake, 
come. 

[Exeunt Prince John and Westmoreland. 
Prince, By God, thou hast deceiv’d me, 
Lancaster I 

I did not think thee lord of such a spirit; 
Before, 1 lov'd thee as a brother, John, 
But now I do respect thee as my soul. :'o 
King. 1 saw him hold Lord Percy at the 
point 

With lustier maintenance than I did look for 
Of such an ungrown warrior. 

Prince, O, this boy 

Lends mettle to us all 1 [Exit. 


Enter Douglas. 

Doug. Another king! They grow like 
Hydra’s heads. 25 

I am the Douglas, fatal to all those 
That wear tho.se colours on them. What art 
thou. 

That counterfeit'st the person of a king ? 

King. The King himself, who, Douglas, 
grieves at heart 

So many of his shadows thou hast met, 30 
And not the very King. 1 have two boys 
Seek Percy and thyself about the field ; 
But, seeing thou fall’st on me so luckily, 

1 will assay thee ; so, defend thyself. 

Doug. I fear thou art another counter¬ 
feit ; 35 

And yet, in faith, thou bearest thee like a 
king; 

But mine I am sure thou art, who’er thou 
be. 

And thus I win thee. 

[They fight, the King being in danger. 

Re-enter the Prince. 

Prince. Hold up thy head, vile Scot, or 
thou art like 

Never to hold it up again. The spirits 40 
Of valiant Shirley, Stafford, Blunt, are in 
my arms ; 

It is the Prince of Wales that threatens thee, 
W'ho never promiseth but he means to pay. 

[They fight ; Douglas flies. 
Cheerly, my lord : how fares your Grace ? 
Sir Nicholas Gawsey bath for succour sent, 
And so hath Clifton. ITl to Clifton straight. 

King, Stay, and breathe awhile. 47 
Thou hast redeem’d thy lost opinion ; 

And show’d thou inak’st some tender of my 
life. 

In this fair rescue thou hast brought to me. 

Prince, O Gcd, they did me too much 
injury 

That ever raid 1 heark’ned for your death I 
If it were so, I might have let alone 
The insulting hand of Douglas over you. 
Which would have been as speedy in your 
end 55 

As all the poisonous potions in the world. 
And sav'd the treacherous labour of your 
son. 

King. Make up to Clifton, I’ll to Sir 
Nicholas Gawsey. [Exit. 

Enter Hotspur. 

Hot. If 1 mistake not, thou art Harry 
Monmouth. 

Prince. Thou speak’st as if 1 would deny 
my name. 60 

Hot. My name is Harry Percy. 

Prince. Why, then I see 

A very valiant rebel of the name. 

1 am the Prince of Wales ; and think not, 
Percy, 
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To share with me in glory any more. 

Two stars keep not their motion in one 
sphere, 

Nor can one England brook a double reign 
Of Harry Percy and the Prince of Wales. 
Hot Nor shall it, Harry, for the hour is 
come 

To end the one of us ; and would to God 
Thy name in arms were now as great as 
mine! r 

Prince. I’ll make it greater ere I part 
from thee. 

And all the budding honours on thy crest 
ril crop to make a garhuid for my head. 
Hot. 1 can no longer brook thy vanities. 

IT/icy Jight. 

Enter Falstapi'. 

Fal. Well said, Hal! to it, Hal I Nay, you 
shall find no boy’s play here, I can tell you. 

Re-enter Doi^glas ; he fights with Falstaj]\ 
who falls down as if he were dead ; Doi.g as 
witMraws. Hotspur is toounded, and jails. 

Hot. O, Harry, thou hast robb’d me of 
my youth ! 77 

I better brook the loss of brittle life 
Than those proud titles thou hast won of 
me: 

They wound my thoughts w'orse than thy 
sword my flesh ; 

But thoughts, the slaves of life, and life, 
time’s fool, 8 t 

And time, that takes survey of all the world. 
Must have a stop. O, 1 could prophesy. 
But that the earthy and cold hand of death 
Lies on my tongue. No, Percy, thou art 
dust 

And food for— [Dies. 

Prince. For w^orms, brave Percy. Fare 

thee well, great heart! 
lll-w'eav’d ambition, how' much art thou 
shrunk! 

When that this body did contain a spirit, 

A kingdom for it w'as too small a bound ; 90 
But now two paces of the vilest earth 
Is room enough. Tliis earth that bears thee 
dead 

Bears not alive so stout a gentleman. 

If thou wert sensible of courtesy, 94 

I should not make so dear a show' of zeal; 
But let my favours hide thy mangled face. 
And, even in thy behalf. I'll thank myself 
For doing these fair rites of tenderness. 
Adieu, and take thy praise with thee to 
heaven! 

Thy ignominy sleep with thee in the grave, 
But not rememb’red in thy epitaph ! iot 
[H e spieih Falslaff on the ground. 
What, old acquaintance ! Could not all this 
flesh 

Keep in a little life ? Poor Jack, farewell! 

1 could have better spar'd a better man, 

O, I should have a heavy miss of thee, 103, 
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If I were much in love with vanity I 
Death hath not struck co fat a deer to-day, 
1 hough many dearer, in this Idoouy fiay. 
Embowell’d will I see thee by and by ; loy 
nil then in blood by noble Percy lie. [Fxif. 

Fal. I Rising up\ Embow ell’d ! If thou 
embowel me to-day, I’ll gi\c you leave to 
powder me and eat me too to-moirow'. 
’Sblood, ’twas time to counterfeit, or that 
hot termagant Scot had paid me scot and 
lOt too. Counterfeit ! i lie, I r.in no 
counterfeit : to die is to be a ccimtcifeit ; 
for he is but the counterfeit of a iiran v lio 
hath not the life of a man ; but to counter¬ 
feit dying, when a inau thereby liveth, is to 
be no counterfeit, but the true and rcrfcct 
image of life indeed. "J he better j ai t of 
valour is discretion ; in the which better 
part I have saved my life. Zounds, I am 
afraid of this gunpowder Percy, tbough he 
be dead ; how if ne should counieifeit too, 
and rise ? By my faith, I jim i friiid be 
would prove the l^etter counteifcit. Ibcie- 
foro ril make him sure ; yea, and I’ll swear 
I kill’d him. Why may not he rise as well 
as I ? Notliir.g conlutes me but eyes, and 
nobody sees me. Ihcvcfore, sinali [sfr.ttijig 
kim], with a new wcund in your lhi|.b, 
come you along with me. 

[He lakes up Hoi spur on his bach. 

Re-enter the Prikcl of Wall's and Prince 
John of Lancaster. 

Prince. Come, brother John, full bravely 
hast thou flesh’d 
Thy maiden sword. 

P. John. But, soft! w'hom have wc here ? 
Did you not tell me this fat man was dead ? 

Prince. I did ; I saw him dead. 
Breathless and bleeding on the ground. Art 
thou alive ? 

Or is it fantasy that plays upon our eye¬ 
sight ? 134 

I prithee speak ; we will not trust our eyes 
Without our cars : thou art not what thou 
scem’st. 

Fal. No, that’s certain : I am not a 
double man ; but if 1 be not Jack FalstafF, 
then am I a Jack. There is Percy [(hreu wg 
'he body down]; if your father will do m,e 
any honour, so; if not, let him kill the 
next Percy himself. I look to be either carl 
or duke, I can assure you. 141 

Prince. Why, Percy I kill’d myself, and 
saw thee dead. 

Fal. Didst thou ? Lord, Lord, how this 
world is given to lying ! 1 grant you I was 
down and out of breath, and so was he i 
but we rose both at an instant, and fought 
a long hour by Shrewsbury clock. If I may 
be believ’d, so ; if not, let them that should 
reward valour bear the sin upon their own 
heads. I'll take it upon my death, 1 gave 
him this wound in the thigh ; if the man 



Scene 4] KING HENRY THE FOURTH-PART ONE 


were alive, and would deny it, zounds, 
I would make him eat a piece of my 
sword. 

P. John, This is the strangest tale that 
ever I heard. 

Prince. This is the strangest fellow, 
brother John. 

Come, bring your luggage nobly on your 
back. 1 

For my part, if a lie may do thee grace, 
ril gild it with the happiest terms I have. 

lA retreat is sounded. 
The trumpet sounds retreat; the day is 
ours. 

Come, brother, let us to the highest of the 
held, 

To sec what friends are living, who are dead. 

IFxcuui the Prince and Prince 
John of Lancaster. 

Fal. ril follow, as they say, for rew'ard. 
He that rew'ards me, God reward him ! If 
I do grow great. I’ll grow' less ; for I’Ji 
purge, and leave sack, and live cleanly, as 
a nobleman should do. Itxir. 

Scene V. Another part of the field. 

The Trumpets sound. Enter the King, the 
Prince of Wales, Prince John of 
Lancaster, Westmoreland, with Wor¬ 
cester and Vernon prisoners. 

King. Thus ever did rebellion find rebuke. 
Ill-spirited Worcester! did not we senu 
grace, 

Pardon and terms of love to all of you ? 
And wouldst tliou turn our ofiers contrary ? 
Misuse the tenour of thy kinsman’s trust ? 
Three knights upon our party slain to-day, 
A noble carl, and many a creature else. 

Had been alive this hour. 

If like a Christian thou hadst truly borne 
Betwixt our armic:; true intelligence. rr 
Wor. What 1 have done my safety urg’d 
me to ; 

And I embrace this fortune patiently. 

Since not to be avoided it falls on me. i 


King. Bear Worcester to the death, and 
Vernon too; 

Other offenders we will pause upon. 15 
[Exeunt Worcester and Vernon guarded. 
How' goes the field ? 

Prince. "Ihe noble Scot, Lord Douglas, 
when he saw 

The fortune of the day quite turn’d from 
him, 

The noble Percy slain, and all his men 
Upon the foot of fear, (led with the rest; 
And falling from a hill, he was j o bruis’d 
That the purrners took him. At my lent 
The Douglas is ; and 1 beseech your Grace 
I may dispose of him. 

King. With rdl my heart. 

Prince. Then, brother John of Lancaster, 
to you i5 

This honourable bounty shall belong; 

Go to the Douglas, and deliver him 
Up to his pleasure, ransen less and free ; 
xiis valours shown upon cur crests to-day 
Have taught us how to cherish such high 
deeds 30 

Even in the bosom of our adversaries. 

P. John. 1 thank your Grace for this 
high courtesy. 

Which I shall give away immediately. 

King. Then this renuiins—that we divide 
our power. 

You, son John, and my cousin Westmore¬ 
land, 35 

Towards York shall bend you with your 
dearest speed 

To meet Northumberland and the prelate 
Scroop, 

W'ho, as we hear, are busily in arms. 
Myself, and you, son Harry, will towards 
W’alcs 

To fight with GIcndower and the Earl of 
March. 40 

Rebellion in this land shall lose his sway, 
Meeting the check of such another day ; 
And since this business so fair is done, 

Let us not leave till all our own be won. 

i Exeunt. 
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The Scene : England. 


INDUCTION 

Warkworlh. Before Northumberland's castle. 

Enter Rumour, painted full of tongues. 

Rum. Open your cars ; for which of you 
will stop 

The vent of hearing when loud Riunour 
speaks ? 

I, from the orient to the drooping west. 
Miking the wind my post-horse, still unfold 
The acts commenced on this ball of earth. 5 
Upon my tongues continual slanders ride. 
The which in eveiy language I pronounce, 
Stirling the ears of men with false reports. 
I speak of peace while covert enmity, 
Under the smile of safety, wounds the 
world; 10 

And who but Rumour, who but only I, 
Make fearful musters and prepar’d defence. 
Whiles the big year, swoln with some other 
grief. 

Is thought with child by the stern tyrant 
war, 

And no such matter ? Rumour is a pipe 15 
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Blowm by surmises, jealousies, conjectures. 
And of so easy and so plain a stop 
That the blunt monster with uncounted 
heads, 

The still-discordant w av'ring multitude. 
Can play upon it. But what need I thus ^0 
My well-known body to anatomize 
Among my household ? Why is Rumour 
here ? 

I run before King Harry’s >ictory, 

Who, in a blc?ody field by Shrewsbury, 
Hath beaten down young Hotspur and his 
troops, 25 

Quenching the flame of bold rebellion 
Even with ihe rebels’ blood. But what 
mean 1 

To speak so true at first ? My office is 28 
l o noise abroad that Harry Monmouth fell 
Under the wrath of noble Hotspur’s sword, 
And that the King before the Douglas' rage 
Stoop’d his anointed head as low as death. 
This have 1 rumour’d through the peasant 
towns 

Between that royal field of Shrewsbury 34 
And this worm-eaten hold of ragged stone, 
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Where Hotspur’s father, old Northumber¬ 
land, 

Lies crafty-sick. The posts come tiring on. 
And not a man of them brings other news 
Than they have learnt of me. From 

Rumour’s tongues 3n 

They bring smooth comforts false, worse 

than true wrongs, [Exit. 

ACT ONE 

ScENii I. Warkuorth. Before Northumber- 
land's castle. 

Enter Lord Bardolph. 

L. Bard, Who keeps the gate here, ho ? 
The Porter opens the ^aie. 

Where is the Earl ? 

Port. Whnt shall I say you arc ? 

L. Bard. Tell thou the Earl 

That the Lord Bardolph doth attend him 
hero. 

Port. Hi •: lordship is walk’d forth into the 
orchard. 

Please it your honour knock but at the 
gate, 5 

And he himself will answer. 

Euler Northdmhkrland. 

I. Bard. Here comes the Earl. 

I Ex it Porter. 

North. What news, Lord Bardolph ? 
Every minute now 

Should be the father of some stratagem. 
The times are wild; contention, like a 
horse 

Full of high feeding, madly hath broke 
loose JO 

And bears down all before him. 

L. Bard. Noble Earl, 

I bring you certain news from Shrewsbury. 

North. Good, an God will! 

L. Bard. As good as heart can wish. 
The King is almost wounded to the death ; 
And, in the fortune of my lord your son, 15 
Prince Harry slain outright; and both the 
Blunts 

Kill’d by the hand of Douglas; young 
Prince John, 

And Westmoreland, and Stafford, fled the 
field ; 

And Harry Monmouth’s brawn, the hulk 
Sir John, 

Is prisoner to your son. O, such a day, co 
So fought, so followed, and so fairly 
won, 

Came not till now to dignify the times, 
Since Ciesar’s fortunes! 

North. How is this deriv’d ? 

Saw you the field ? Came you from 
Shrewsbury ? 

L, Bard% I spake with one, my lord, that 
came from thence; 25 | 


A gentleman well bred and of good name. 
That freely rend’red me these news for true. 

Enter Travers. 

North. Here comes my servant Travers, 
whom I sent 

On Tuesday last to listen after news. 

L. Bard. My lord, 1 over-rode him on the 
w'ay; 30 

And he is furnish’d with no certainties 
More than he haply may retail from me. 

North. Now, 7 ravers, what good tidings 
comes with you ? 

Tra. My lord. Sir John Umfrevilc turn’d 
me back 

With joyful tidings; and, being better 
hors'd, 35 

Out-rodc me. After him came spurring 
hard 

A gentleman, almost forspent with speed, 
1 hat stopji'd by me to breathe his bloodied 
horse. 

He ask’d the way to Chester ; and of him 
1 did demand w hat news from Shiewsbiiiy. 
lie told me that rebellion had had luck, ji 
And tiiat young Harry Percy’s spur was 
cold. 

With that he gave his able horse the head 
And, bending forward, struck his armed 
heels 

Against the panting sides of his poor jade 
Up to the rowel-head ; and starting so, -lo 
He seem’d in running to devour the way. 
Staying no longer question. 

North. Ha ! Again : 

Said he young Harry Percy’s spur was 
cold ? 

Of Hotspur, Cold spur ? that rebellion 50 
Had met ill luck ? 

L. Bard. My lord. I’ll tell you what: 
If my young lord your son have not the 
day. 

Upon mine honour, for a silken point 
I’il give my barony. Never talk cl it. 

North. Why should that gentleman that 
rode by Travers 55 

Give then such instances of loss ? 

L. hard. V*'hc—he ? 

He was some hilding fellow that had stoLn 
The horse he rode on and, upon my life, 
Spoke at a venture. Lock, here comes 
more news. 

Enter Morton. 

North. Yea, this man’s brow, like to a 
title-leaf, to 

Foretells the nature of a tragic volume. 

So looks the strand whereon the imperious 
flood 

Hath left a witness’d usurpation. 

Say, Morton, didst thou come from 
Shrewsbury ? 

Mor. I ran from Shrewsbury, my noble 
lord; 65 
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Where hateful death put on his ugliest 
mask 

To fright our party. 

Njrth. How doth my son and brother ? 
Thou tremblest; and the whiteness in thy 
cheek 

Is apter than thy tongue to tell thy errand 
Even such a man, so faint, so spiritless, 7< 
So dull, so dead in look, so woe-begone. 
Drew Priam’s curtain in the dead of night 
And would have told him half his Troy was 
burnt; 

But Priam found the fire ere he his tongue. 
And I my Percy’s death ere thou report's! 
it. 

This thou wouldst say: * Your son did 
thus and thus; 

Your brother thus ; so fought the noble 
Douglas ’— 

Stopping my greedy car with their bold 
deeds; 

But in the end, to stop my car indeed, 
Thou hast a sigh to blow away this praise. 
Ending with ‘ Brother, son, and all, arc 
dead’. 

Mor. Douglas is living, and your brother, 
yet; 

But for my lord your son— 

North, Why, he is dead. 

Sec what a ready tongue suspicion hath ! 
He that but fears the thing he would not 
know «.*> 

Hath by instinct knowledge from others' 
eyes 

That what he fear’d is chanced. Yet 
speak, Morton ; 

Tell thou an carl liis divination lies, 

And I will take it as a sweet disgrace 
And make thee rich for doing me such 
wrong. 

Mor. You are too great to be by me 
gainsaid ; 

Your spirit is too true, your fears too 
certain. 

North, Yet, for all this, say not that 
Percy’s dead. 

I see a strange confession in thine eye; 

Thou shak’st thy head, and hold’st it fear 
or sin 95 

To speak a truth. If he be slain, say so ; 
The tongue offends not that reports his 
death ; 

And he doth sin that doth belie the dead. 
Not he which says the dead is not alive. 
Yet the first bringer of unwelcome news 100 
Hath but a losing office, and his tongue 
Sounds ever after as a sullen bell, 
Rememb'red tolling a departing friend. 

L. Bard, I cannot think, my lord, your 
son is dead. 

Mor. I am sorry I should force you to 
believe 105 

That which I would to God I had not, 
seen; | 


But these mine eyes saw him in bloody 
state, 

Rend'ring faint quittance, wearied and out- 
bieath’d, 

To Harry Monmouth, whose swift wrath 
beat down 

The never-daunted Percy to the earth, no 
From whence with life he never more 
sprung up. 

In few, his death—whose spirit lent a fire 
Even to the dullest peasant in his camp— 
Being bruited once, took fire and heat 
away 

From the best-temper’d courage in his 
tr(x>ps ; j 15 

For from his metal was his party steeled ; 
Which once in him abated, all the rest 
Turn’d on themselves, like dull and heavy 
lead. 

And as the flung that’s heavy in itself ng 
Upon enforcement flies with greatest speed. 
So did our men. heavy in Hotspur's loss. 
Lend to this weight such lightness with 
their fear 

That arrows fled not swifter toward their 
aim 

Than did our soldiers, aiming at their 
safety. 

Fly from the field. Then was that noble 
Worcester 1.5 

Too soon ta’en prisoner ; and that furious 
Scot, 

The bloody Douglas, whose well-labouring 
sword 

Had three times slain th’ appearance of the 
King, 

Gan vail his stomach and did grace the 
shame 

Of those that turn’d their backs, and in 
his flight, 130 

Stumbling in tear, was took. The sum of all 
Is that the King hath won, and hath sent 
out 

A speedy power to encounter you. my lord, 
Under the conduct of young Lancaster 
And Westmoreland, lliis is tlic news at 
full. 135 

North, For tliis I shall have time enough 
to mourn. 

In poison there is physic ; and these new s. 
Having been well, that would have made 
me sick, 

Being sick, have in some measure made me 
well; 

And as the wretch whose fever-weak’ned 
joints, 140 

Like strengthless hinges, buckle under life, 
Impatient of his fit, breaks like a fire 
Out of his keeper's arms, even so my limbs, 
Weak’ned with grief, being now enrag’d 
with grief, 

Are thrice themselves. Hence, therefore, 
thou nice crutch! . 145 

A scaly gauntlet now with joints of steel 
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Must gk>ve this hand; and hence, thou 
sickly coif I 

Thou art a guard too wanton for the head 
Which princes, flesh’d with conquest, aim 
to hit. 

Now bind my brows with iron; and 
approach i 5 « 

The ragged’st hour that time and spite dare 
bring 

To frown upon th' enrag’d Northumber¬ 
land I 

Let heaven kiss earth! Now let not 
Nature’s hand 

Keep the wild flood confin’d! Let order 
die I 

And let this world no longer be a stage 155 
To feed contention in a ling’ring act; 

But let one spirit of the first-born Cain 
Reign in all bosoms, that, each heart being 
set 

On bloody courses, the rude scene may end 
And darkness be the burier of the dead ! if 0 

L. Bard, This strained passion doth you 
wrong, my lord. 

Mor. Sweet Earl, divorce not wisdom 
from your honour. 

The lives of all your loving complices 
Lean on your health ; the which, if you 
give o'er 

To stormy passion, must perforce decay. Tr.5 
You cast th’ event of war, my noble lord. 
And summ’d the account of chance l>efore 
you said 

’ Let us make headIt was your pre- 
surmisc 

That in the dole of blows your son might 
drop. 

You knew he walk’d o'er perils on an 
edge, 170 

More likely to fall in than to get o’er; 

You were advis’d his flesh was capable 
Of wounds and scars, and that his forward 
spirit 

Would lift him where most trade of danger 
rang’d; 

Yet did you say ’ Go forth ’; and none 
of this, 17.S 

Though strongly apprehended, could re¬ 
strain 

The stiff-borne action. What hath then 
befall’n, 

Or what hath this bold enterprise brought 
forth 

More than that being which w^as like to be ? 

L. Bard. W’e all that are engaged to this 
loss Jfo 

Knew that we ventured on such dangerous 
seas 

That if we wrought out life Twas ten to 
one; 

And yet we ventur’d, for the gain propos’d 
Chok’d the respect of likely peril fear’d; 
And since we are o’erset, venture again. 185 
Come, we will all put forth, body and goods. 


Mor. 'Tis more than time. And, my most 
noble lord, 

I hear for certain, and dare speak the truth : 
rhe gentle Archbishop of York is up 
With well-appointed pow’rs. He is a man 
Who with a double surety binds his 
followers. a 01 

My lord your son had only but the corpse, 
But shadows and the shows of men, to fight; 
For that same word ‘ rebellion ’ did divide 
The action of their bodies from their souls ; 
And they did fight with queasiness, con¬ 
strain’d, loCi 

As men drink potions ; that their weapons 
only 

Seem’d on our side, but for their spirits and 
souls 

Tliis word ‘ rebellion ’—it had froze them 
up, 

As fish are in a pond. But now the Bishop 
lurns insurrection to religion. roi 

Suppos’d sincere and holy in his thoughts. 
He’s follow’d both with body and with 
mind; 

And doth enlarge his rising with the blood 
Of fair King Richard, scrap’d from Pomfret 
stones; :o 5 

Derives from heaven his quarrel and his 
cause; 

Tells them he doth bestride a l»lecding land, 
Gasping for life under great Bolingbrokc; 
And more and less do flock to follow him. 
North. I knew of this before; but, to 
speak truth, 210 

This present grief liad wip’d it from my 
mind. 

do in with me ; and counsel every man 
The aptest way for safety and revenge. 

Get posts and letters, and make friends 
with speed—• 

Never so few, and never yet more need, 215 

[Exeunt, 

Scene II. London. A street* 

Enter Sir John Falstaff, with his Page 
bearing his sword and buclder, 

FaL Sirrah, you giant, what says the 
doctor to my water ? 

Page. He said, sir, the w^ater itself was a 
good healthy water; but for the party 
that owed it, he might have moe diseases 
than he knew for. 5 

Fal. Men of all sorts take a pride to gird 
at me. The brain of this foolish-com- 
pounded clay, man, is not able to invent 
anything that intends to laughter, more 
than 1 invent or is invented on me. I am 
not only witty in myself, but the cause 
that wit is in other men. I do here walk 
before thee like a sow that hath over¬ 
whelm’d all her litter but one. If the Prince 
put thee into my service for any other; 
reason than to set me off, why then 1 have j 
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no judgment. Thou whoreson mandrake, 
thoj art fitter to be w^orn in my cap than 
to wait at my heels. I was never mann'd 
with an agate till now ; but 1 will inset you 
neither in gold nor silver, but in vile 
apparel, and send you back again to your 
master, for a jewel—the juvenal, the Prince 
your master, whose chin is not yet fledge. 
I will sooner have a beard grow in the palm 
of my hand than he shall get otac off his 
cheek ; and yet lie will not stick to say his 
face is a face-royal. God may finish it wlien 
he will, 'tis not a hair amiss yet. He may 
keep it still at a face-royal, for a barber 
shall never earn sixpence out of it; and yet 
he'll be crowing as if he had writ man ever 
since his father was a bachelor. He may 
keep his own grace, but he’s almost out of 
mine, I can assure him. What said Master 
Donimelton about the satin for my short 
cloak and my slops ? 

Pd»e. He said, sir, y^oii should procure 
him better assurance than Bardolph. He 
would not take his band and yours ; he 
likCvl not the security. 3’ 

Fal. Let him be damn’d, like the Glutton; 
pray God his tongue be hotter I A whoreson 
Achitophel! A rascal-yea-forsooth knave, 
to bear a gentleman in hand, and then 
stand upon security I The w'horeson 
smooth-pates do now wear nothing hut 
high shoes, and bunches of keys at their 
girdles ; and if a man is through with them 
in honest taking-up, then they must stand 
upon security. 1 had as lief they would put 
ratsbane In my mouth as offer to stop it 
with security. I look’d ’a should have sent 
me two and twenty yards of satin, as 1 am 
a true knight, and he sends me security. 
WdH, he may sleep in security ; for he hath 
the horn of abundance, and the lightness of 
his wife shines through it; and yet cannot 
he see, though he have his own lanthorn to 
light him. Where’s Bardolph ? 43 

Page. He’s gone into Smithfield to buy 
your worship a horse. 

FaU I bought him in Paul's, and he’ll buy 
me a horse in Smithfield. An I could get me 
but a wife in the stews, I were mann’d, 
hors’d, and wiv’d. 50 

Enter the Lord Chief Justice and Servant. 

Page. Sir, here comes the nobleman that 
committed the Prince for striking him 
about Bardolph, 

Fal. Wait close ; I will not see him. 

C/i. Justice. What’s he that goes there ? 

Serv. Falstaff, an’t please your lordship. 

Ch. Just, He that was in question for the 
robb’ry ? 5'* 

Serv. He, my lord; but he hath since 
done good service at Shrewsbury, and, as 
1 hear, is now going with some charge to 
the Lord John of Lancaster. 


Ch, Just. What, to York ? Call him back 
again. 

Serv. Sir John Falstaff! 

Fal. Boy. tell him I am deaf. 

Page. You must speak louder; my 
master is deaf. 

Ch. Just. 1 am sure he is, to the hearing 
of anything good. Go, pluck him by the 
elbow ; I must speak with him. 00 

Serv. Sir John I 

Fal. What! a young knave, and begging ! 
Is there not w^ars ? Is there not cnqiloy- 
ment ? Doth not the King lack sulvjccts ? 
1)0 not the rebels need soidiers ? 1 hough 
it be a shame to be on any side but one, 
it is worse shame to beg than to he on the 
worst side, were it worse than the name of 
rebellion can tell how to make it. 

Serv. You mistake me, sir. 74 

Fal. Why, sir, did 1 say you were an 
aonest man ? Setting my knighthood and 
iny soldiership aside, I had lied in my 
throat if 1 had said so. 77 

Serv. 1 pray you, sir, then set your 
knighthood and your soldicrsliip aside; 
and give me leave to tell you you lie in 
your throat, if you say 1 am any other than 
an lionest man. 

Fal. 1 give thee leave to tell me so ! I 
lay aside that which grows to me ! If thou 
?et’st any leave of me, hang me ; if thou 
tak’st leave, thou wert better be hang'd. 
You hunt counter. Hence ! Avaunt I ^5 
Serv, Sir, my lord would speak with you. 
Ch. Just. Sir John Falstaff, a word with 
you. 

Fal. My good lord ! God give your lord- 
ship good time of day. 1 am glad to see 
your lordship abroad. I heard say your 
lardsliip was sick ; I hope your lordship 
goes abroad by advice. Your lordship, 
though not clean past your youth, hath yet 
some smack of age in you, some relish of 
the saltness of time; and I most humbly 
beseech your iorJship to have a reverend 
care of your health. 

Ch. Just. Sir John, I sent for you before 
your expedition to Shrewsbury. 96 

Fal, An’t please your lordship, I hear 
his Majesty is return’d with some dis¬ 
comfort froFU Wales. 

Ch. Just. I talk not of his Majesty. You 
would not come when 1 sent for you. roo 
Fal. And I hear, moreover, his Highness 
is fall’n into this same whoreson apoplexy. 

Ch. Just. Well, God mend him! I pray 
you let me speak with you. 104 

Fal. This apoplexy, as I take it. Is a kind 
of lethargy, an’t please your lordship, a 
kind of sleeping in the blood, a whoreson 
tingling. 107 

Cfi. Just. What tell you me of it ? Be it 
as it is. 

Fal It hath it original from much grief, 
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from study, and perturbation of the brain. 
1 have read the cause of his effects in 
Galen ; it is a kind of deafness. 

C/i. Just. 1 think you are fairn into the 
disease, for you hear not what I say to you. 

h'al. Very well, my lord, very well. 
Rather an’t please you, it is the disease of 
not listening, the malady of not marking, 
that I am troubled withal. 

Ch. Just. To punish you by the heels 
would amend the attention of your ears: 
and I care not if 1 do become your phys¬ 
ician. 

FaL I am as poor as Job, my lord, but 
not so patient. Your lordship may minister 
the potion of imprisonment to me in respect 
of poverty ; but how 1 should be your 
patient to follow your prescriptions, the 
wise may m ikc some dram of a scruple, or 
indeed a scruple itself. 

Ch. Just. 1 sent for you, when there were 
matters against you for your life, to come 
speak with me. 

Fal. As I was then advis’d by my learned 
counsel in the laws of this land-service, I 
did not come. 

Ch. Just. Well, the truth is, Sir John, you 
live in great infamy, i.^o 

Fal. He that buckles himself in my belt 
cannot live in less. 

Ch. Just. Your means arc very slender, 
and your waste is great. 

Fal. I would it were otherwise ; I would 
my means were irreater and my waist 
slenderer. ir 

Ch. Just. You have misled the youthful 
Prince. 

Fal. The young Prince hath misled me. 
I am the fellow with the great belly, and 
he my dog, 

Ch. Just. Well, I am loath to gall a new- 
heal’d wound. Your day’s service at 
Shrewsbury hath a little gilded over your 
night’s exploit on Gadshill. You may thank 
th’ unquiet time for your quiet o’erposting 
that action. 

Fal. My lord— 

Ch. Just. But since all is well, keep it so ; 
wake not a sleeping wolf. 145 

Fal. To wake a wolf is ?s bad as smell a 
fox. 

Ch. Just. What! you are as a candle, the 
better part burnt out. 

Fal. A wassail candle, my lord—all 
tallow; if I did say of wax, my growth 
would approve the truth. j-so 

Ch. Just. There is not a white hair in 
your face but should have his effect of 
gravity. 

Fal. His effect of gravy, gravy, gravy. 

Ch. Just. You follow the young I’rince up 
and down, like his ill angel. J55 

Fal. Not so, my lord. Your ill angel is 
light; but I hope he that looks upon me 


will take me without weighing. And yet in 
some respects, 1 grant, I cannot go—I 
cannot tell. Virtue is of so little regard in 
these costermongers’ times that true valour 
is turn’d berod; pregnancy is made a 
tapster, and his quick wit wasted in giving 
reckonings *, ail the other gifts appertinent 
to man, as the malice of tliis age shapes 
them, are not worth a gooseberry. You 
that are old consider not the capacities of 
us that are young; you do measure the 
heat of our livers with the bitterness of 
your galls ; and we that are in the vaward 
of our youth, 1 must confess, are wags too. 

Ch. Just. Do you set down your name in 
the scroll of youth, that arc written down 
old with all the characters of age ? Have 
you not a moist eye, a dry hand, a yellow 
check, a white beard, a decreasing leg, an 
increasing belly ? Is not your voice broken, 
your wind short, your chin double, your wit 
single, and every part about you blasted 
with antiquity ? And will you yet call 
yourself young ? Fie, fie, fie. Sir John! 175 

Fal. My lord, 1 was born about thiee of 
the clock in the afternoon, with a white 
head and something a round belly. For my 
voice—I have lost it with hallooing and 
singing of anthems. To approve my youth 
further, I will not. 1 he truth is, I am only 
old in judgement and understanding; and 
he that will caper with me for a thousand 
marks, let him lend me the money, and 
have at him. For the box of the ear that 
tiie Prince gave you—he gave it like a rude 
prince, and you took it like a sensible lord. 
1 have check'd him for it; and the young 
lion repents—marry, not in ashes and sack¬ 
cloth, but in new silk and old sack. 

Ch. Just. Well, GoJ send the Prince a 
better companicn! 

Fal. God send the companion a belter 
prince! I cannot rid my hands of him. 190 

Ch. Just. Well, the King hath sever’d 
you. I hear you are going with Lord John 
of Lancaster against the Archbishop and 
the Earl of Northumberland. 

Fal. Yea ; I thank your pretty sweet wit 
for it. But look you pray, all you that kiss 
my Lady Peace at home, that our armies 
join not in a hot day ; for, by the Lord, I 
take but two shirts out with me, and I mean 
not to sweat extraordinarily. If it be a hot 
day, and I brandish anything but a bottle, 
I would I might never spit white again. 
There is not a dangerous action can peep 
out his head but I am thrust upon it. Well, 
1 cannot last ever; but it was alway yet 
the trick of our English nation, if they have 
a good thing, to make it too common. If 
ye will needs say I am an old man, you 
should give me rest. I would to God my 
name were not so terrible to the enemy as 
it is* 1 were better to be eaten to death 
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with a rust than to be scoured to nothing 
with perpetual motion. 207 

Ch, Just, Well, be honest, be honest; 
and God bless your expedition ! 

FaL Will your lordship lend me a 
thousand pound to furnish me forth ? 211 
Ch. Just. Not a penny, not a penny ; you 
are too impatient to bear crosses. Fare you 
well. Commend me to my cousin Westmore¬ 
land. [iixeicHi Chief Justice atid Servant. 

FaL If 1 do, fillip me with a three-man 
beetle. A man can no more separate age 
and covetousness than *a can part young 
limbs and lechery; but the gout galls the 
one, and the pox pinches the other; and 
so both the degrees prevent my curses. 
Boy I 

Page, Sir ? : 

Fat. What money is in my purse ? 

Page. Seven groats and two pence. 

Fal. 1 can get no remedy against this 
consumption of the purse ; borrowing only 
lingers and lingers it out, but the disease 
is incurable. Go bear this letter to my 
Lord of Lancaster ; this to the Prince ; 
this to the Earl of Westmoreland ; and this 
to old Mistress Ursula, whom I have weekly 
sworn to marry since I perceiv’d the first 
white hair of my chin. About it; you 
know where to find me. [Exit Page I A pox 
of this gout! or, a gout of this pox ! for 
the one or the other plays the rogue with 
my great toe. 'Tis no matter if 1 do halt; 
I have the wars for my colour, and my 
pension shall seem the more reasonable. A 
good wit will make use of anything. 1 will 
turn diseases to commodity. [Exd. 

Scene 111 . York. The Archbishop's palace. 

Enter the Archbishop, Thomas Mowbray 
the Earl Marshal Lord Hastings 
and Lord Bardolph. 

Arch. Thus have you heard our cause and 
known our means; 

And, my most noble friends, I pray you all 
Speak plainly your opinions of our hopes— 
And first. Lord Marshal, what say you to it ? 
Mowb. 1 well allow the occasion of our 
arms; 5 

But gladly would be better satisfied 
How, in our means, we should advance 
ourselves 

To look with forehead bold and big enough 
Upon the power and puissance of the King. 

' Hast, Our present musters grow upon the 
file 

To five and twenty thousand men of choice; 
And our supplies live largely in the hope 
Of great Northumberland, whose bosom 
' burns 

With an incensed fire of injuries. 

; L* Bard, The question then, Lord Hast¬ 
ings, standeth thus: xs 


Whether our present five and twenty 
thousand 

May hold up head without Northumber¬ 
land ? 

Hast. With him, we may. 

L, Bard, Yea, marry, there’s the point ; 
But if without Iiim we be thought too 
feeble, 

My judgment is we should not step too 
far 20 

Till w^e had his assistance by the hand; 
For, in a theme so bloody-fac'd as this, 
Conjecture, expectation, and surmise 
Of aids incertain, should not be admitted. 
Arch. ’Tis very true. Lord Bardoiph ; for 
indeed 25 

It was young Hotspur’s case at Shrewsbury. 
L. Bard. It was, my lord; who lin’d 
himself with hope, 

Eating the air and promise of supply. 
FlattTing himself in project of a power 
Much smaller than the smallest of his 
thoughts; 30 

And so, with great imagination 
Proper to maamen, led his powers to death. 
And, winking, leapt into destruction. 

Hast. But, by your leave, it never yet did 
hurt 

To lay down likelihoods and forms of hope. 
L. Bard. Yes, if this present quality of 
war— 

Indeed the instant action, a cause on foot— 
Lives so in hope, as in an early spring 
We see th’ appearing buds ; which to prove 
fruit 

Hope gives not so much warrant, as despair 
That frosts will bite them. V\ hen we mean 
to build, 41 

Wc first survey the plot, then draw the 
model; 

And when we see the figure of the house, 
Then must we rate the cost of the erection; 
Which if w'c find outweighs ability, 45 
What do we then but draw anew the model 
In fewer ofikes, or at least desist 
To build at all ? Much more, in this great 
work— 

Wliich is almost to pluck a kingdom down 
And set another up—should wc survey 50 
The plot of situation and the model. 
Consent upon a sure foundation, 

Question surveyors, know our own estate 
How able such a work to undergo— 

To weigh against his opposite ; or else 55 
We fortify in paper and in figures, 

UsSing the names of men instead of men ; 
Like one that draws the model of a house 
Beyond his power to build it; who, half 
through, 59 

Gives o’er and leaves his part-created cost 
A naked subject to the weeping clouds 
And waste for churlish winter’s tyranny. 
Hast. Grant that our hopes—yet likely 
of fair birth— 
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Should be still-born, and that wc now 
possessed 

The utmost man of expectation, 05 

1 think we are so a body strong enough, 
Even as we are* to equal with the King. 

L. Bard. What, is the King but five and 
twenty thousand ? 

Hast. To us no more ; nay, not so much, 
Lord Bardolph; 

For his divisions, as the times do brawl, 70 
Are in three heads: one power against the 
French, 

And one against Glendower ; perforce a 
third 

Must take up us. So is the unfirm King 
In three divided ; and his coffers sound 
With hollow poverty and emptiness. js 

Arch. That he should draw his several 
strengths together 

And come against us in full puissance 
Need not be dreaded. 

Hast. If he should do so, 

He leaves his back unarm’d, the French and 
Welsh 7 <> 

Baying him at the heels. Never fear that. 

L. Bard. Who is it like should lead his 
forces hither ? 

Hast. The Duke of Lancaster and West¬ 
moreland ; 

Against the Welsh, himself and Harry 
Monmouth ; 

But who is substituted against the French 
1 have no certain notice. 

Arch. Let us on, 85 

And publish the occasion of our arms. 

The commonwealth is sick of their own 
choice; 

Their over-greedy love hath surfeited. 

An habitation giddy and unsure 89 

Hath he that buildeth on the vulgar heart. 
O thou fond many, with what loud applause 
Didst thou beat heaven with blessing 
Bolingbroke 

Before he was what thou wouldst have him 
be! 

And being now trimm’d in thine own 
desires, 

Thou, beastly feeder, art so full of him 95 
That thou provok’st thyself to cast him 
up. 

So, so, thou common dog, didst thou 
disgorge 

Thy glutton bosom of the royal Richard ; 
And now thou wouldst eat thy dead vomit 
up, 

And howl'st to find it. What trust is in 
these times ? 100 

They that, when Richard liv’d, would have 
him die 

Are now become enamour’d on his grave. 
Thou that threw’st dust upon his goodly 
head, 

When through proud London he came 
sighing on 


After th’ admired heels of Bolingbroke, J05 
Criest now ‘ O earth, yield us that king 
again, 

And take thou this 1 ’ O thoughts of men 
accurs'd ! 

Past and to come seems best; things 
present, worst. 

Mowb. Shall we go draw our numbers, 
and set on ? 

Hast. We are time’s subjects, and time 
bids be gone. ihxeunt. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. London. A street. 

Enter Hostess with two officerst Fang and 
Snare. 

Host. Master Fang, have you ent’red the 
action ? 

Fang. It is ent’rcd. 

Host. Where’s your yeoman ? Is’t a 
lusty yeoman ? Will ’a stand to't ? 

Fang. Sirrah, where’s Snare ? 5 

Host. O Lord, ay ! good Master Snare. 

Snare. Here, here. 

Fang. Snare, we must arrest Sir John 
Falstair. 

Host. Yea, good Master Snare; I have 
ent'red him and all. :o 

Snare. It may chance cost some of us our 
lives, for he will stab. 

Host. Alas the day ! take heed of him ; 
he stabb'd me in mine own house, and that 
most beastly. In good faith, 'a cares not 
what mischief he docs, if his weapon be 
out; he will foin like any devil; he will 
Sparc neither man, woman, nor child. 17 

Fang. If I can close with him, I care not 
for his thrust. 

Host. No, nor I neither; I’ll be at your 
elbow. 

Fang. An I but fist him once; an ’a 
come but within my vice I 21 

Host. 1 am undone by his going; I 
warrant you, he’s an infinitive thing upon 
my score. Good Master Fang, hold him 
sure. Good Master Snare, let him not 
scape. 'A comes continuantly to Pie- 
corner—saving your manhoods—to buy a 
saddle; and he is indited to dinner to the 
Lubber’s Head in Lumbert Street, to 
Master Smooth’s the silkman. 1 pray you, 
since my exion is ent’red, and my case so 
openly known to the world, let him be 
brought in to his answer. A hundred mark 
is a long one for a poor lone woman to bear ; 
and I have borne, and borne, and borne; 
and have been fubb’d off, and fubb’d off, 
and fubb’d off, from this day to that day, 
that it is a shame to be thought on. There 
is no honesty in such dealing; unless a 
woman should be made an ass and a beast, 
to bear every knave’s wrong, 36 
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Enter Sir John Falstaff, Page, and 
Bardolph. 

Yonder he comes; and that arrant malmsey- 
nose knave, Bardolph, with him. Do your 
offices, do your offices. Master Fang and 
Master Snare; do me, do me, do me your 
offices. 3' 

FaL How now! wffiose mare’s dead : 
What’s the matter ? 

Fang, Sir John, I arrest you at the suit 
of Mistress Quickly. 

Fal, Away, varlets! Draw, Bardolph 
Cut me oiT the villain’s head. Throw the 
quean in the channel. 

Host, Throw me in the channel 1 I'll 
throw thee in the channel. Wilt thou ? 
wilt thou ? thou bastardly rogue 1 Murder 
murder ! Ah, thou honeysuckle \illain ! 
wilt thou kill God's officers and the King's ? 
Ah, thou honey-seed rogue! thou art a 
honey-seed ; a man-quel!cr and a woman- 
qucller. sj 

Fal, Keep them off, Bardolph. 

Fang, A rescue ! a rescue ! 

Host, Good people, bring a rescue or two. 
Thou wot, wot thou ! thou wot, wot ta ? 
Do, do, thou rogue! do, thou hemp-seed I 
‘ Page, Away, you scullion! you ram- 
pallianl you fustilarian! I’ll tickle your 
catastrophe. 5« 

Enter ihs Lord CmriF Justice and his Men. 

C/i. Just, What is the matter ? Keep the 
peace here, ho! 

Host, Good my lord, be good to me. 1 
beseech you, stand to me. 6i 

C/u Jusi. How now, Sir John I what, are 
you brawling here ? 

Doth this become your place, your time, 
and business ? 

You should have been well on your way to 
York. 

Stand from him, fellow ; wherefore hang’st 
thou upon him ? 

Host, O my most worshipful lord, an’t 
please your Grace, I am a poor widow of 
Eastcheap, and he is arrested at my suit. 
Ch, Just, For what sum ? (><. 

Host, It is more than for some, my lord ; 
it is for all—all I have. He hath eaten me 
out of house and home; he hath put all 
my substance into that fat belly of his. 
But I will have some of it out again, or 1 
will ride thee a nights like the mare. 7 ^ 
Fal, I think I am as like to ride the marc, 
if I have any vantage of ground to get up, 
Ch, Just, How comes this. Sir John ? 
Fie! What man of good temper would 
endure this tempest of exclamation ? Are 
you not ashamed to enforce a poor widow 
to so rough a course to come by her own ? 

Fal, What is the gross sum that I owe 
thee ? 

5^36 


Host, Marry, if thou wert an honest man, 
thyself and the money too. Thou didst 
swear to me upon a parcel-gilt goblet, 
sitting in my Dolphin chamber, at the 
round table, by a sea-coal fire, upon 
Wednesday in Wheeson week, when the 
Prince broke thy head for liking his father 
to a singing-man of Windsor—thou didst 
swear to me then, as I was washing thy 
wound, to marry me and make me my lady 
thy wife. Canst thou deny it ? Did not 
goodwife Keech, the butcher's wife, come 
in then and call me gossip Quickly ? 
Coming in to borrow a mess of vinegar, 
telling us she had a good dish of prawns, 
whereby thou didst desire to eat some, 
whereby I told thee they were ill for a 
green wound ? And didst thou not, when 
she was gone down stairs, desire me to be 
no more so familiarity with such poor 
people, saying that ere long they should 
call me madam ? And didst thou not kiss 
me, and bid me fetch thee thirty shillings ? 
I put thee now to thy book-oath. Deny it, 
if thou canst. 99 

Fal. My lord, this is a poor mad soul, 
and she says up and down the town that 
her eldest son is like you. She hath been 
in good case, and, the truth is, poverty 
hath distracted her. But for these foolish 
officers, I beseech you I may have redress 
against them. 104 

Ch, Just, Sir John, Sir John, I am well 
acquainted with your manner of wrenching 
the true cause the false way. It is not a 
confident brow, nor the throng of words 
that come with such more than impudent 
sauciness from you, can thrust me from a 
level consideration. You have, as it appears 
to me, practis'd upon the easy yielding 
spirit of this woman, and made her serve 
your uses both in purse and in person, 

Host, Yea, in truth, my lord. 

Ch, Just, Pray thee, peace. Pay her the 
debt you owe her, and unpay the villainy 
you have done with her ; ihc one you may 
do with sterling money, and the other with 
current repentance. 1 x 7 

Fal, My lord, I will not undergo this 
sneap without reply. You call honourable 
boldness impudent sauciness; if a man 
will make curtsy and say nothing, he is 
virtuous. No, my lord, my humble duty 
rcmemb’red, I will not be your suitor. I 
say to you I do desire deliverance from 
these officers, being upon hasty employ¬ 
ment in the King's affairs. 1^4 

Ch, Just, You speak as ha\ing power to 
do wrong ; but answer in th' effect of your 
reputation, and satisfy the poor woman. 
Fal, Come hither hostess. 12 S 

Enter Gower. 

Ch, Just, Now, Master Gower, what news? 
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Gow, The Kin?, my lord, and Harry 
Prince of Wales 

Are near at hand. The rest the paper tells. 

[Giv 2 S a letter. 

FaL As I am a gentleman ! 

Host. Faith, you said so before. 

Fal. As I am a gentleman I Come, nr. 
more words of it. 13 

Host. By this heavenly ground 1 tread oji, 
I mast be faiti to pawn both rny plate ami 
the tapestry of my dining-chambers. 13 
Fai. Glasses, glasses, is the only drinkiiig; 
and for thy wails, a pretty slight drollery, 
or the story of the Prodigal, or the German 
hunting, in water-work, is worth a thousand 
of these bed-hangers and these fly-bitten 
tapestries. Let it be ten pound, if thou 
canst. Come, an Twere not for thy 
humours, there's not a better wench in 
Eu^land. Go, wash thy face, and draw the 
action. Come, thou must not be in this 
humour with me ; dost not know me r 
Co.me, come, I know thou wast set on to 
this. T-tr 

Host. Pray thee. Sir John, let it be bid 
twenty nobles ,* i' faith, I am loath to pawn 
my plate, so God save me, la ! 

Fa!. Let it alone ; I’ll make other shift. 
You’ll be a fool still. 15 ? 

Host. Well, you shall have it, though 1 
pawAi my gown. I hope you’ll co.me to 
simper. You’ll pay me all together ? 

FuL Will 1 live ? [To B.jrdolphJ Go, with 
her, with her ; hook on, hook on. ^ 5 * 

Host. Will you hav'e Doll Tearshcct meet 
yon at supper ? 

Fa!. No more words ; let’s have her. 

[Eveunt Hostess, Bardolph, and Officers. 
Ch. Just. I have heard better news. tOo 
Fal. What's the news, my lord ? 

Ch. Just. Where lay the King to-night ? 
Goa;. At Basingstoke, my lord. 

Fal. 1 hope, my lord, all’s well. What is 
the news, my lord ? 105 

Ch. Just. Come all his forces b.ack ? 

Gow. No; fifteen hundred foot, five 
hundred horse. 

Are march’d up to my Lord of Lancas¬ 
ter, 

Against Northumberland and the Arch¬ 
bishop. 

Fal. Comes the King back from Wales, 
my noble lord ? j;o 

Ch. Just. You shall have letters of me 
presently. 

Come, go along with me, good Master 
Gower. 

Fal. My lord! 

Ch. Just. What’s the matter ? 

Fal. Master Gower, shall I entreat you 
with me to dinner ? lyo 

Gow. I must wait upon my good lord; 
here, I thank you, good Sir John. i 

Ch, Just, Sir John, you loiter here tooi 


long, being you arc to take soldiers up in 
counties as you go. j^o 

Fid. Will you sup with me. Master 
Gower ? 

Ch. Just. What foolish master taught you 
these manners. Sir John ? 

Fal. Mader Gower, if they become me 
nou he was a fool that taught them me. 
This is the right fencing grace, ray lord : 

■ ap for tap, and so part fair. i^c> 

Ch. Just. Now, the Lord lighten thee 1 
Thou art a great fool. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. London. Another street. 

Enter Prince Henry and Poins. 

Prince. Before God, I am exceeding 
weary. 

Poins. Ts’t come to that ? I hod thought 
wearir»ess durst not have attach'd one of so 
high blood. 

Prince. Faith, it does me; though it 
discolours the complexion of my^ greatness 
to acknowledge it. Doth it not show vilely 
in me to desire small beer ? ft 

Poins. Why, a prince should not be so 
loosely studied as to remember so weak a 
composition. 

Prince. Belike then my appetite was not 
princely got; for, by my troth, 1 do now 
remember the poor creature, small beer. 
But indeed these humble considerations 
make me out of love with my greatness. 
What a disgrace is it to me to remember 
thy name, or to know thy face to-morrow', 
or to take note how many pair of silk 
stockings thou hast —viz., these, and those 
that were thy peach-colour’d ones—or to 
hear the inventory of thy shirts—as, one for 
superfluity, and another for use ! But that 
the tennis-court-keeper knows better than 
I; for it is a low ebb of linen with thee 
when thou kcepest not racket there ; as 
thou hast not done a great while, because 
the rest of thy low countries have made a 
shift to eat up thy holland. And God knows 
wiiether those that bawl out the ruins of 
thy linen shall inherit his kingdom; but 
the midwives say the children are not in 
the fault; whereupon the world increases, 
and kindreds are mightily strengthened. 26 

Poins. How ill it follows, after you have 
laboured so hard, you should talk so idly ! 
Tell me, how many good young princes 
would do so, their fathers being so sick as 
yours at this time is ? 30 

Prince. Shall I tell thee one thing, Poins ? 

Poins. Yes, faith; and let it be an 
excellent good thing. 

Prince. It shall serve among wits of no 
higher breeding than thine. 

Poins. Go to ; I stand the push of your 
one thing that you will tell. 

Prince, Marry, I tell thee it is not meet 

523 
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that I should be sad, now my father is sick; 
albeit I could tell to thee—as to one it 
pleases me, for fault of a better, to call my 
friend—1 could be sad and sad indeed too. 
Pains* Very hardly upon such a subject. 
Prince* By this hand, thou thinkest me 
as far in the devil's book as thou and 
Falstaff for obduracy and persistency ; let 
the end try the man. But I tell thee my 
heart bleeds inwardly that my father is so 
sick; and keeping such ^•ile company as 
thou art hath in reason taken from me 
all ostentation of sorrow. 47 

Pains. The reason ? 

Prince. What wouldst thou think of me 
If 1 should weep ? 50 

Pains. I would think thee a most princely 
hypocrite. 

Prince. It would be every man’s thought; 
and thou art a blessed fellow to think as 
every man thinks. Never a man's thought 
in the world keeps the road-way better than 
thine. Every man would think me an 
hypocrite indeed. And what accites your 
most worshipful thought to tliink so ? 57 
Pains. Why, because you have been so 
lewd and so much engrafted to Falstaff. 
Prince. And to thee. 60 

Pains. By this light, I am well spoke on ; 
I can hear it with mine own cars. The 
worst that they can say of me is that I am 
a second brother and that 1 am a proper 
fellow of my hands ; and those two things, 
1 confess, 1 cannot help. By the mass, here 
comes Bardolph. 

Enter Bardolph and Page. 

Prince. And the boy that I gave Falstaff. 
'A had him from me Christian ; and look 
if the fat villain have not transform’d him 
ape. 

Bard. God save your Grace ! 70 

Prince. And yours, most noble Bardolph! 
Pains. Come, you virtuous ass, you bash¬ 
ful fool, must you be blushing ? Wherefore 
blush you now ? What a maidenly man-at- 
arms arc you become ! Is’t such a matter 
to get a pot Je-pot’s maidenhead ? 75 

Page. 'A calls me e’en now, my lord, 
through a red lattice, and I could discern 
no part of his face from the window. At 
last I spied his eyes; and methought he 
had made two holes in the alcwifc’s new 
petticoat, and so peep’d through. to 
Prince. Has not the boy profited ? 

Bard. Away, you whoreson upright 
rabbit, away 1 

Page. Away, you rascally Althsea’s 
dream, away I 

Prince. Instruct us, boy; what dream, 
boy ? 84 

Page. Marry, my lord. Althaea dreamt 
she was delivered of a hre-braad; and 
therefore 1 call him her dream* 87 


Prince. A crown's worth of good inter¬ 
pretation. There ’tis, boy. [Giving a crourn* 
Pains. O that this blossom could be kept 
from cankers! Well, there is sixpence to 
preserve thee. 

Bard. An you do not make him be hang*d 
among you, the gallows shall have wrong. 

Prince. And how doth thy master, 
Bardolph ? 94 

Bard. Well, my lord. He heard of your 
Grace’s coming to town. There's a letter 
for you. 

Pains. Deliver’d with good respect. And 
how doth the martlemas, your master ? 
Bard. In bodily health, sir. 99 

Pains. Marry, the immortal part needs 
a physician; but that moves not liim. 
Though that he sick, it dies not. 

Prince. 1 do allow this wen to be as 
familiar with me as ray dog ; and he holds 
iiis place, for look you hciw he writes. 104 
Pains. [Reads] ‘ John Falstaff, knight ’— 
Every man imL>t krow that as oft as he has 
occasion to name himself, even like those 
that arc kin to the King ; for they never 
prick their finger but they say ' '1 here’s 
some of the King’s blood spilt ’. ‘ How ct mes 
that ? ' says he that takes upon him not to 
conceive. The answer is as ready as a 
borrower’s cap: ‘ 1 am the King’s poor 
cousin, sir’. ur 

Prince. Nay, they will be kin to us, or 
they will fetch it from Japhet. But the 
letter: (Reads] ‘Sir John Falstaff, knight, 
to the son of the King nearest his father, 
Harry Prince of Wales, greeting ’. 

Pains. Why, this is a certificate. 116 
Prince. Peace! IKeads] ‘ 1 will imitate the 
honourable Romans in brevity.'— 

Pains. He sure means brevity in breath, 
short-winded. 

Prince. (Reads] ‘ I commend me to thee, 

I commend thee, and 1 leave thee. Be not 
too familiar w'ith Poins ; for he misuses thy 
faveiirs so much that he swears thou art to 
marry his sister Nell. Repent at idle times 
as thou inayst, and so farewell. i -:3 

Thine, by yea and no—which is as 
much as to say as thou uscst 
him— Jack Falstaff with 

my familiars, John with my 
brothers and sisters, and Sir 
John with all Europe.’ 

Poins. My lord. I'll steep this letter in 
sack and make him eat it. i.-'o 

Prince. Tliat’s to make him eat twenty 
of his words. But do you use me thus, 
Ned ? Must 1 marry your sister ? 

Poins. God send the wench no worse 
fortune i But I never said so. 234 

Prince. Well, thus we play the fools with 
th^ time, and the spirits of the wise sit in 
the clouds and mock us. Is your master 
here in London ? 


5*4 
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Bard, Yea, my lord. 

Prince, Where sups he ? Doth the old 
boar feed in the oU frank ? no 

Bard, At the old place, my lord, in 
Eastcheap. 

Prince. What company ? 

Page, Ephesians, my lord, of the old 
church. 

Prince. Sup any women with him ? ni 
Page. None, my lord, but old Mistress 
Qiuckly and Mistress Doll Tearsheet. 
Prince. What pagan may that be ? 

Page. A proper gentlewoman, sir, and a 
kinswoman of my master’s. ^ 

Prince. Even such kin as the parish 
heifers are to the town bull. Shall we steal 
upon them, Ned, at supper ? 

Pains. J am your shadow, my lord ; I’ll 
follow you. 

Prince. Sirrah, you boy, and Bardolph, 
no word to your masler that I am yet come 
to town. There’s for your silence. 

Biri. I have no tongue, sir. 

And for mine, sir, 1 will govern it. 
Prince. Fare you well *, go. [Exeunt 
Bardolpk and Page] dhis Doll Tearsheet 
should be some road. f 

Pains. 1 warrant you, as common as the 
way between Saint Albans and London. 

Prince. How might wc see Falstafl 
bestow himself to-night in his true colours, 
and not ourselves be seen ? 

Pains. Put on two leathern jerkins and 
aprons, and wait upon him at his table 
drawers. iw 

Prince. From a god to a bull ? A heavy 
desceasion! It was Jove’s case. From a 
prince to a prentice ? A low transforma¬ 
tion I That shall be mine ; for in every¬ 
thing the purpose must weigh with the 
folly. Follow me, Ned. (Exeuni. 

Scene HI. Warkworth. Before the castle. 

Enter Northumberland, Lady North- 
UxMBERLAND, and Lady Percy. 

North. I pray thee, loving wife, and 
gentle daughter. 

Give even way unto my rough affairs ; 

Put not you on the visage of the times 
And be, like them, to Percy troublesome. 
Lady N. I have given over, I will speak 
no more. .*> 

Do what you will; your wisdom be your 
guide. 

North. Alas, sweet wife, my honour is at 
pawn; 

And but my going nothing can redeem it. 
Lady P. O, yet, for God’s sake, go not to 
these wars! 

The time was, father, that you broke your 
word, 

When you were more endear’d to it than 
now; 


When your own Percy, when my heart’s 
dear Harry, 

Threw many a northward look to see his 
father 

Bring up his powers; but he did long in 
vain. 

Who then persuaded you to stay at home 7 
There were two honours lost, yours and 
your son’s. i 6 

For yours, the God of heaven brighten it I 
For his, it stuck upon him as the sun 
In the grey vault of heaven ; and by his 
light 

Did all the chivalry of England move so 
To do brave acts. He was indeed the 

glass 

Wherein the noble youth did dress them¬ 
selves. 

He had no legs that practis’d not his gait; 
And speaking thick, wdiich nature made his 
blemish, 

Became the accents of the valiant; 25 

For those that could speak low and tardily 
Would turn their own perfection to abuse 
To seem like him : so that in speech, in 
gait. 

In diet, in aflections of delight. 

In military rules, humours of blood, 30 
He was the mark and glass, copy and book, 
rhat fashion’d others. And him—O won¬ 
drous him! 

O miracle of men I—him did you leave— 
Second to none, unsccondcd by you— 

To look upon the hideous god of war 35 
In disadvantage, to abide a field 
Where nothing but the sound of Hotspur’s 
name 

Did seem defensible. So you left him. 
Never, O never, do his ghost the wrong 
To hold your honour more precise and nice 
With others than with him I Let them 
alone. 41 

The Marshal and the Archbishop are strong. 
Had my sweet Harry had but half their 
numbers. 

To-day might I, hanging on Hotspur’s neck, 
Have talk’d of Monmouth’s gra\'e. 

North. Beshrew your heart, 45 

F’air daughter, you do draw my spirits from 
me 

With new lamenting ancient oversights. 
But 1 must go and meet with danger there, 
Or it will seek me in another place. 

And find me worse provided. 

Lady N. O, fly to Scotland 50 

Till that the nobles and the armed commons 
Have of their puissance made a little taste. 
Lady P. If they get ground and vantage 
of the King, 

Then join you with them, like a rib of steel. 
To make strength stronger ; but, for all our 
loves, 55 

First let them try themselves. So did your 
son; 

5*S 
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He was so suffered ; so came I a widow ; 
AqJ never shall have length of life enough 
To rain upon remembrance with mine eyes, 
That it may grow and sprout as high as 
heaven, oo 

For recordation to my noble husband. 

North. Come, come, go in with mo. *Tis 
with my mind 

As with the tide swelled up unto his height, 
That makes a still-stand, running neither 
way. 

Fain would I go to meet the Archbishop, 65 
But many thousand reasons hold me back. 
I will resolve for Scotland. There am I, 
Till time and vantage crave my company. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV. London. The Boar's Head 
Tavern in Eastcheap. 

Enter Francis and another Drawer. 

Francis. What the devil hast thou brought 
there—apple-johns ? Thou knowest Sir 
John cannot endure an apple- john. 3 

2 Draw. Mass, thou say’st true. The 
Prin:e once set a dish of apple-johns before 
him, and told him there were five more 
Sir Johns ; and, putting off his hat, said 
‘ I will now take my leave of these six dry, 
round, old, withered knights It angTed 
him to the heart; but he hath forgot that. 

Francis, Why, then, cover and set them 
down ; and see if thou canst find out 
Sneak^s noise; Mistress Tearsheet would 
fain hear some music. 

Enter third Drawer. 

3 Draw. Dispatch! The room where 

they supp'd is too hot; they’ll come in 
straight. t.i 

Francis. Sirrah, here will be the Prince 
and Master Poins anon ; and they will put 
on two of our jerkins and aprons : and Sir 
John must not know of it. Bardolph hath 
brought word. 

3 Draw. By the mass, here will be old 
utis ; it will be an excellent stratagem. 20 

2 Draw. I'll sec if 1 can find out Sneak. 

Exeunt second and third Drawers, 

Enter Hostess and Doll Tearsheet. 

Hast, rfaith, sweetheart, methinks now 
you arc in an excellent good temperality. 
Your pulsidge beats as extraordinarily as 
heart would desire ; and your colour, I 
warrant you, is as red as any rose, in good 
truth, la! But, i’ faith, you have drunk 
too much canaries; and that’s a marvel¬ 
lous searching wine, and it perfumes the 
blood ere one can say ‘ What's tliis ? ’ 
How do you now ? 

Doll. Better than I was—hem. 30 

Host . Why, that’s well said; a good heart’s 
worth gold. Lo, here comes Sir John. 


Enter Falstaff, 

Fal. [Singing] ‘ When Arthur first in 
court '—Empty the jordan. [Exit Francis} 
—[Singing} ‘ And was a worthy king ’— 
How now. Mistress Doll I 35 

Host. Sick of a calm ; yea, good faith. 
Fal. So is all her sect; an they be once 
in a calm, they are sick. 

DoU. A pox damn you, you muddy rascal! 
Is that all the comfort you give me ? 4f> 

Fal. You make fat rascals, Mistress Doll. 
Doll. I make them I Gluttony and 
diseases make them : I make them not. 

Fal. If the cook help to make the 
gluttony, you help to make the diseases, 
boll. We catch of you, Doll, we catch of 
you ; grant that, my poor virtue, grant 
that. 46 

Doll. Yea, joy, our chains and our 
jewels. 

Fal. ‘ Your brooches, pearls, and ouches.’ 
For to serve bravely is to come halting off ; 
you know, to come off the breach with his 
pike bent bravely, and to surgery bravely ; 
to venture upon the charg’d chambers 
travel y— 51 

Doll. Hang yourself, you muddy conger, 
hang yourself! 

Hosf. By my troth, this is the old fashion; 
you two never tneet but you fall to some 
fdscord. You arc both, i’ good truth, as 
rheumatic as two dry toasts ; you cannot 
one bear with another’s confirmities. What 
he good-year! one must bear, and that 
must be you. You are the weaker vessel, as 
they say, the emptier vessel. 5s 

Doll. Can a w^eak empty vessel bear such 
i huge full hogshead ? 7'hcre’s a whole 
merchant’s venture of Bourdeaux stuff in 
lim ; you have not seen a hulk better 
stuff’d in the hold. Come. I’ll be friends 
with thee, Jack. Thou art going to the 
wars; and whether I shall ever see thee 
again or no, there is nobody cares, 64 

Rc’cnler Francis. 

Francis . Sir, Ancient Pistol's below and 
would speak with you. 

Doll. Hang him, swaggering rascal! Let 
him not come hither; it is the foul- 
mouth’dst rogue in England. 6S 

Host. If he swagger, let him not come 
iiere. No, by my faith ! I must live among 
ny neighbours ; I’ll no swaggerers. 1 am 
n good name and fame with the very best. 
Shut the door. There comes no swaggerers 
here; I have not liv’d all this while to 
lave swaggering now. Shut the door, I 
pray you. 

Fal. Dost thou hear, hostess ? 75 

Host . Pray ye, pacify yourself, Sir John ; 
there comes no swaggerers here. 

Fal. Dost thou hear ? It is mine ancient. 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH—PART TWO 


Scene 4] 


Host Tilly-fally, Sir John, ne'er tell me ; 
and your ancient swagg'rer comes not in 
my doors. 1 was before Master Tisick, the 
debuty, t’ other day; and, as he said to 
me—'twas no longer ago than Wednesday 
last, 'i good faith I —‘ Neighbour Quickly,' 
sayj he—Master Dumbe, our minister, was 
by then—' Neighbour Quickly,' says he 
‘ receive those that are civil, for ’ said he 
‘ you are in an ill name.’ Now 'a said so, 
1 can tel! whereupon. ‘ For ‘ says he ‘ you 
are an honest woman and well thought on, 
therefore take heed what guests you 
receive. Receive ’ says he ‘ no swaggering 
companions.' There comes none here. You 
would bless you to hear what he said. No, 
I'll no swagg’rers. </i 

Fat He’;, no swagg’rer, hostess ; a tame 
cheater, i' faith ; you may stroke him as 
gently as a puppy greyhound. He’ll not 
swagger with a Barbary hen, if her feathers 
turn back in any show of resistance. Call 
him up, drawer. [Exit Francis. 

Host Cheater, call you him ? I will bar 
no honest man my house, nor no cheater: 
but 1 do not love swaggering, by my troth. 
I am the worse when one says ‘ swagger 
Feel, masters, how 1 shake ; look you, 1 
warrant you. loo 

Dolt So you do, hostess. 

Host, Do 1 ? Yea, in very truth, do I, an 
'twere an aspen leaf, I cannot abide 
swagg’rers. 

Enter Pistol, Bardolpii, and Page. 

Pist God save you. Sir John I loj 

Fat Welcome, Ancient Pistol. Here, 

Pistol, I charge you with a cup of sack; 
do you discharge upon mine hostess. 

Pist I will discharge upon her. Sir John, 
with two bullets. loj 

Fat She is pistol-proof, sir; you shall 
not hardly offend her. 

Host Come, I’ll drink no proofs nor no 
bullets, ril drink no more than will do me 
good, for no man’s pleasure, 1 . 113 

Pist Then to you, Mistress Dorothy; I 
will charge you. 

Dolt Charge me I I scorn you, scurvy 
companion. What! you poor, base, rascally, 
cheating, lack-linen mate! Away, you 
mouldy rogue, away I I am meat for your 
master. 

Pist I know you, Mistress Dorothy, no 
Dolt Away, you cut-purse rascal 1 you 
filthy bung, away! By this wine, I'll 
thrust my knife in your mouldy chaps, an 
you play the saucy cuttle with me. Away, 
you bottle-ale rascal! you basket-hilt stale 
Juggler, you ! Since when, I pray you, sir ? 
God’s light, with two points on your 
shoulder ? Much I i-js 

Pist God let me not live but I will 
murder your ruff for tills* ^ 


Fal. No more. Pistol; 1 would not have 
you go off here. Discharge yourself of our 
company. Pistol. 

Host, No, good Captain Pistol; not here, 
sweet captain. 

Dolt Captain! Thou abomirable 
damn'd cheater, art thou not ashamed to 
be called captain ? An captains weie of 
my mind, they would truncheon you out, 
tor taking their names upon you before 
you have earn'd them. You a captain I 
ycu slave, for what ? For tearing a poor 
whore's ruff in a bawdy-house / He a 
captain ! hang him, rogue I He lives upon 
mouldy stew'd prunes and dried cakes. A 
captain ! God's light, these villains will 
make the word as odious as the word. 
‘ occupy *; which was an excellent good 
woid before it was ill sorted. Therefore 
captains had need look to't. 141 

Bc.rd. Pray thee go dov;n, good ancient. 

Fct Hark tliee hither, Mistress Doll. 

PEL Not I! I tell thee what, Corporal 
Bardolph, I could tear her; I'll be reveng'd 
of her. 3 45 

Page, Pray tliee go down. 

Pist, Til see her damn'd first; to Pluto's 
damn'd lake, by this hand, to th’ infernal 
deep, with Erebus and tortures vile also. 
Hold hook and line, say 1 . Down, down, 
dogs ! down, faitors I Have we not Hiren 
here ? J51 

Host Good Captain Pcesel, be quiet; 
'tis very late, i' faith; 1 beseek you now, 
aggravate your choler. 

Pist These be good humours, indeed I 
Shall packhorses, 

And hollow pamper'd jades of Asia, 155 

Which cannot go but thirty mile a day, 
Compare with Caesars, and with Canni¬ 
bals, 

And Troiant Greeks? Nay, rather damn 
them with 

King Cerberus ; and let the wclldn roar. 
Shall we fall foul for toys ? iGo 

Host, By my troth, Captain, these are 
very bitter words. 

Bard, Be gone, good ancient; this will 
grow to a brawl anon. 

Pist Die men like dogs I Give crowms 
like pins ! Have we not Hiren here ? 165 

Host, O' my word, Captain, there’s none 
such here. What the good-year! do you 
hink I would deny her ? For God's sake, 
be quiet. 

Pist Then feed and be fat, my fair 
Calipolis. 

Come, give's some sack. 170 

Si fortune me tormente sperato me 
content©.’ 

Fear we broadsides? No, let the fiend 
give fire. 

Give me some sack; and, sweetheart, lie 
thou there, [Laying down his sword , 

5*7 



laNG HENRY THE FOURTH-PART TWO [Act 2 

Come we to full points here, and are my knee, Doll. A rascal brnoRii g slave ! 


etceteras nothings ? 

FaL Pistol, I would be quiet. t7.s 

PisL Sweet knight, I kiss thy neaf. What I 
we have seen the seven stars. 

Doll. For God’s sake thrust him down 
stairs; 1 cannot endure such a fustian 
rascal. 

Pist. Thrust him down stairs I Know wc 
not Galloway nags ? jsi 

Fal. Quoit him down, Bardolph, like a 
shovc-groat shilling. Nay, an ’a do nothing 
but speak nothing. *a shall be nothing here. 

Bard. Come, get you down stairs. 

Pist. What I shall we iiave incision ? 
Shall we imbrue ? 

[Snatching up his su'ord. 
Then death rock me asleep, abridge my 
doleful days! 

Why, then, let grievous, ghastly, gaping 
w'ounds 

Untwine the Sisters Three! Come, 
Atropos, I say! 

Host. Here’s goodly stuff toward ! i ;o 

Fal. Give me my rapier, boy. 

Doll. 1 pray thee. Jack, I pray thee, do 
not draw. 

Fal. Get you dowm stairs. 

[Drawing and driving Pistol out. 

Host Here's a goodly tumult! I’ll for¬ 
swear keeping house afore I’ll be in these 
tirrits and frights. So ; murder, 1 warrant 
now. Alas, alas! put up your nakenJ 
weapons, put up your naked weapons, io; 

[fexeuni Pistol and Bardolph. 

Doll. I pray thee, Jack, be quiet *, the 
rascal’s gone. Ah, you whoreson little 
valiant villain, you ! 

Host. Arc you not hurt i’ th’ groin ? 
Methought ’a made a shrewd thrust at your 
belly. i'oi 

Re-enter Bardolph, 

Fal. Have you turn’d him out a doors ? 

Bard. Yea, sir. The rascal's drunk. You 
have hurt him, sir, i' th’ shoulder. 

Fal. A rascal! to brave me ! -05 

Doll. Ah, you sweet little rogue, you! 
Alas, poor ape, how thou sweat'st! Come, 
let me wipe thy face. Come on, you 
whoreson chops. Ah, rogue ! i' faith, 1 love 
thee. Thou art as valorous as Hector of 
Troy, worth live of Agamemnon, and ten 
times better than the Nine Worthies. Ah, 
villain! an 

Fal. A rascally slave I I will toss the 
rogue in a blanket. 

Doll. Do, an thou dar'st for thy heart. 
An thou dost. I’ll canvass thee between a 
pair of sheets. 215 

Enter Musicians, 

Page. The music is come, sir. 

Fal. Let them play. Play, sirs. Sit on 


The rogue fled from me like quicksilver. 210 
Doll. I'faith, aiid thou follow'dst him like 
a church. Tliou whoreson little tidy 
Bartholomew boar-pig, when wilt thou 
cave fighting a days and foining a nights, 
and begin to patch up thine old body for 
heaven ? 223 

Enter, behind, Prince Henry and Poins 
disguised as diawcrs. 

Fal. Peace, good Doll! Do not speak like 
a death’s-head; do not bid me remember 
mine end. 225 

Doll. Sirrah, what humour's the Prince 
of? 

Fal. A good shallow young fellow. 'A 
would have made a good pantlcr ; ’a would 
iia’ chipp'd bread well. 

Doll. Ihey say Poins has a good wit. 220 
Fal. He a good wit! hang him, baboon ! 
Hi:, wit’s as thick as Tewksbiiry mustard ; 
there’s no more conceit in him than is in a 
mallet. 

Dell. Why docs the Prince love him so, 
then ? 233 

Fal. Because their legs are both of a 
bigness, and 'a plays at quoits well, and 
cats conger and fennel, and drinks off 
candles’ ends for flap-dragons, and rides 
the wild marc with the boys, and ;umps 
upon join’d-stools, and swears with a good 
?race, and wears his boots very fmooth, 
like unto the sign of the Leg, and breeds 
no bate with telling of discreet stories ; 
and such other gambol faculties 'a has, 
that show a weak mind and an able body, 
for the w'hich the Prince admits him. P'or the 
Prince himself is such another; the weight 
of a hair will turn the scales between their 
avoirdupois. 241 

Prince. Would not tliis nave of a wheel 
have his cars cut off ? 

Poins. Let’s beat him before his whore. 
Prince. Look whe’er the wither'd elder 
hath not his poll claw’d like a parrot. 2^9 
Poins. Is it not strange tl.at desire should 
.0 many years outlive performance ? 

Fal. Kiss me, Doll. 

Prince. Saturn and Venus this year in 
conjunction ! What says th’ almanac to 
tliat ? 254 

Poins. And look whether the fiery 
Trigon, his man, be not lisping to his 
master’s old tables, his note-book, his 
counsel-keeper, 257 

Fal. Diou dost give me flattering busses, 
Doll. By my troth, I kiss thee with a 
most constant heart. a 6 o 

Fal. 1 am old, I am old. 

Doll. 1 love thee better than I love e’er 
a scurvy young boy of them all. 

Fat What stuff wilt have a kirtic of? 
shall receive money a 'Thursday, Shalt 
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Scene 4] 


have a cap to-morrow. A merry song, 
come, grows late ; well to bed, Thou't 
forget me when I am gone. ^07 

Doll. By my trotii, thoirt set me a-weep- 
ing, an thou say*st so. Prove that ever 1 
dress myself handsome till thy return. 
Well, hearken a’ th' end. 270 

Fal. Some sack, Francis. 

I 

Pains * r anon, sir. [Advancing. 

Fah Ha ! a bastard son of the King's ? 
And art thou not Poins his brother ? 

Prince. Why, thou globe of sinful con¬ 
tinents, what a life dost thou lead ! 27 (' 

Fal A bette; than thou. 1 am a gentle¬ 
man : thou art a drawi^r. 

Prince. Very true, sir, and I come to 
draw you out by the ears. 

Host. O, the Lord preserve thy Grace ! 
By my troth, welcome to London. Now 
the Lord bless that sweet face of thine ! 
Jesii, are you come from Wales ? 

Fal. Thou whoreson mad compound of 
majesty, by this light flesh and corrupt 
blood, tliou art welcome. 

[Leaning his hand upon DcM. 
Doll. How, you fat fool ! I scorn you. 
Poins. My lord, he will drive you out of 
your revenge and turn all to a merriment, 
if you take not the heat. 

Prince. You whoreson candle-mine, you, 
how vilely did you speak of me even now 
before this honest, virtuous, civil gentle¬ 
woman I 201 

Host. God's blessing of your good heart! 
and so she is, by my troth. 

Fal. Didst thou hear me ? 

Prince. Yea ; and you knew me, as you 
did when you ran away by Gadshill. You 
knew 1 was at your back, and spoke it on 
purpose to try my patience. 207 

Fal. No, no, no ; not so ; I did not think 
thou wast within hearing. 

Prince. I shall drive you then to confess 
the wilfui abuse, and then 1 know how to 
handle you. 301 

Fal. No abuse, Hal, o' mine honour ; no 
abuse. 

Prince. Not—to dispraise me, and call me 
pan tier, and bread-chipper, and 1 know not 
what! 

Fal. No abuse, Hal. 305 

Poins. No abuse I 

Fal. No abuse. Ned, i' th' world ; honest 
Ned, none. 1 disprais'd him before the 
wicked—that the wicked might not fall 
in love with thee : in which doing, I have 
done the part of a careful friend and a true 
subject; and thy father is to give me 
thanks for it. No abuse, Hal; none, Ned, 
none ; no, faith, boys, none. 312 

Prince. See now, whether pure fear and 
entire cowardice doth not make thee wrong 
this virtuous gentlewoman to close with us? 


Is she of the wicked ? Is tluiie hostess here 
of the wicked ? Or is thy boy of the wicked? 
Or honest Bardoiph, whose zeal burns in his 
nose, of the wicked ? 31S 

Poins. Answer, thou dead elm, answer. 
Fal. The fiend hath prick'd down Bar¬ 
doiph irrecoverable; and his face is 
Lucifer's privy-kitchen, where he doth 
nothing but roa^t malt-worms. For the 
boy—there is a good angel about him ; but 
the devil outbids him too. 

Prince. For the women ? 325 

Fal. For one of them—she's in hell 
already, and burns poor souls. For th’ other 
—1 owe her money ; and whether she be 
damn’d for that, 1 know not. 

Host. No, 1 warrant you. 3^0 

Fal. No, I think thou art not; I think 
thou art quit for that. Marry, there is 
another indictment upon thee for suffering 
flesh to be eaten in ttiy house, contrary to 
the law; for the which I think thou wilt 
howl. 

Host. All vict'lers do so. What's a joint 
of mutton or two in a whole Lent ? 335 

Prince. You, gentlewoman — 

Doll. What says your Grace ? 

Fal. His Grace says that which his flesh 
rebels against. [Knocking u iiliin. 

Host. Who knocks so loud at door ? Look 
to th’ door there, Francis. 340 

Enter Peto. 

Prince. Peto, how now'! What new's ? 
Pet. The King your father is at West¬ 
minster ; 

And there are tw’enty weak and wearied 
posts 

Come from the north ; and as 1 came 
along 

I met and overtook a dozen captains, 345 
Bare-headed, sweating, knocking at the 
taverns, 

And asking every one for Sir John Falstaff. 
Prince. By heaven, Poins, I feel me much 
to blame 

So idly to profane the precious time. 

When tempest of commotion, like the 
south, 350 

Borne with black vapour, doth begin to 
melt 

And drop upon our bare unarmed heads. 
Give me my sw'ord and cloak. Falstaff, 
good night. 

lExeunl Prince, Poins, Peto, and Bardoiph. 
Fal. Now comes in the sweetest morsel of 
:he night, and we must hence, and leave it 
unpick'd. {Knocking mthinl More knocking 
at the door I 

Re-enter Bardolph. 

How now ! What's the matter ? 

Bard. You must away to court, sir, 
presently; 
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A dozen captains stay at door for you. 359 
Fol. [To the Page] Pay the musicians, 
sirrah.—Farewell, hostess ; farewell, Doll. 
You see, my good wenches, how men of 
merit are sought after; the undeserver 
m:iy sleep, when the man of action is call'd 
on. Farewell, good wenches. If 1 be not 
seat away post, I will see you again ere 
I go. 3 f >5 

Doll, 1 cannot speak. If my heart be not 
ready to burst! Well, sweet Jack, have a 
care of thyself. 

FaU Farewell, farewell. 

[Exeuni Falstaff and Bardolph, 
HosL Well, fare thee well. 1 have known 
thie these twenty-nine years, come peascod- 
time; but an honester and truer-hearted 
man—well, fare thee well. 371 

Bard, [Within] Mistress Tearsheet I 
Host. What's the matter ? 

Bard, [Within] Bid Mistress Tearsheet 
come to my master, 

Host. O, run Doll, run, run, good Doll. 
Come. [To Bardolph ] She comes blubber’d.— 
Yea, will you come, Doll ? [Exetwi. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Westminster. The palace. 

Enter the King in his nightgown, with a 
Page. 

King. Go call the Earls of Surrey and of 
Warwick; 

But, ere they come, bid them o'er-read 
these letters 

And well consider of them. Make good 
speed, [Exit Page, 

How many thousand of my poorest subjects 
Are at this hour asleep I O i leep, O gentle 
sleep, 5 

Nature's soft nurse, how have I frighted 
thee, 

That thou no more wilt weigii my eyelids 
down, 

And steep my senses in forgetfulness ? 

Why rather, sleep, liest thou in smoky 
cribs. 

Upon uneasy pallets stretching thee, 10 
And hush’d with buzzing night-flies to thy 
slumber. 

Than in the perfum’d chambers of the 
great, 

Under the canopies of costly state. 

And lull'd with sound of sweetest melody ? 
O thou dull god, why liest thou with the 
vile 15 

In loathsome beds, and leav'st the kingly 
couch 

A watch-case or a common 'larum-bell ? 
Wilt thou upon the high and giddy mast 
Seal up the ship-boy's eyes, and rock his 
brains 

In cradle of the rude imperious surge, 20 

530 


And in the visitation of the winds, 

Who take the ruffian billows by the top. 
Curling their monstrous heads, and hanging 
them 

With deafing clamour in the slippery 
clouds. 

That with the hurly death itself aw'akes ? . 5 
Canst thou, O partial sleep, give thy repose 
To the wet sea-boy in an hour so rude; 
And in the calmest and most stillest night, 
With all appliances and means to boot, 
Deny it to a king ? Then, happy low, lie 
down! 30 

Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown. 

Enter Warw^ick and Surrey. 

War. Many good morrows to your 
Majesty I 

King. Is it good morrow, lords? 

War. 'Tis one o’clock, and past. 

King. Why then, good morrow to you 
all, my lords. 35 

Have you read o’er the letters that I sent 
you ? 

War. We have, my liege. 

King. Then you perceive the body of out 
kingdom 

How foul it is; what rank diseases grow, 
And with what danger, near the heart of it. 

War. It is but as a body yet distempered ; 
Which to his former strength may be 
restored 

With good advice and little medicine. 

My Lord Northumberland will soon be 
cool'd. 

King. O God ! that one might read the 
book of fate, 45 

And see the revolution of the times 
Make mountains level, and the continent, 
Weary of solid firmness, melt itself 
Into the sea ; and other times to see 
The beachy girdle of the ocean 50 

Too wide for Neptune’s hips ; how chances 
mock, 

And changes fill the cup of alteration 
With divers liquors 1 O, if this were seen. 
The happiest youth, viewing liis progress 
through, 

What perils past, what crosses to ensue, 55 
Would shut the book and sit him clown and 
die. 

Tis not ten years gone 
Since Richard and Northumberland, great 
friends, 

Did feast together, and in two years after 
Were they at wars. It is but eight years 
since to 

This Percy was the man nearest my soul ; 
Who like a brother toil'd in my aflfairs 
And laid his love and life under my foot; 
Yea, for my sake, even to the eyes of 
Richard 

>ave him defiance. But which of you was 
by— 65 
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[To Warwick] You, cousin Nevil, as I may 
remember— 

When Richard, with his eye brim full of 
tears, 

Then check’d and rated by Northumber¬ 
land, 

Did speak these words, now prov’d a 
prophecy ? 

* Northumberland, thou ladder by the 

which 

My coi-'sin Bolingbroke ascends my 
throne ’— 

Though then, God knows, I had no such 
intent 

But that necessity so bowM the state 
That I and greatness were compeU’d to 
kiss— 

* The time shall come *—thus did he follow 

it— 75 

* The time will come that foul sin, gathering 

head. 

Shall break into corruption * so w^ent on. 
Foretelling this same time’s condition 
And the divison of our amity. 79 

War, Ihere is a history in all men's lives, 
Fi9:uring the natures of the times deceas’d ; 
The which observ’d, a man may prophesy. 
With a near aim, of the main chance of 
things 

As yet not come to life, who in their seeds 
And weak beginning lie intreasnred. 

Such tilings become the hatch and brood of 
time; 

And, by the necessary form of this. 

King Richard mi?ht create a perfect guess 
That great Ncrthiiinbcrland, then false to 
him, 

Would of that seed grow to a greater false¬ 
ness ; 

Which should not find a ground to root 
upon 

Unless on you. 

Kins;. Are these things then necessities ? 
Then let us meet them like necessities ; 
And that same word even now cries out 
on us. 

They say the Bishop and Northumberland 
Are fifty thousand strong. 

War, It cannot be, my lord. 

Rumour doth double, like the voice and 
echo, 97 

The numbers of the feared. Please it your 
Grace 

To go to bed. Upon my soul, my lord, 

The powers that you already have sent 
forth joo 

Shall bring this prize in very easily. 

To comfort you the more, I have receiv'd 
A certain instance that Glendower is dead. 
Your Majesty hath been this fortnight ill; 
And these unseasoned hours perforce must 
add ^05 

Unto your sickness. 

King, 1 will take your counsel. 


And, were these inward wars once out of 
hand, 

We would, dear lords, unto the Holy Land. 

lExeunt, 

Scene 11. Glonceskrshire. Before Justice 
Shallow’s house. 

Enter Shallow and Silence, meeting ; 
Mouldy, Shadow^ Wart, Feeble, 
Bullcalf, and Servants, behind, 

ShaL Come on, come on, come on ; gi\ e 
me your hand, sir; give me your hand, sir. 
An early stirrer, by the roed! And bow 
doth my good cousin Silence ? 

Sil, Good morroY^, good cousin Shallow, 1 
Shah And how doth my cousin, your bed¬ 
fellow ? and your fairest daughter and 
mine, my god-daughter Ellen ? 

Sih Alas, a black ousel, cousin Shallow ! 
Shah By yea and no, sir. I dare say my 
cousin William is become a good scholar ; 
he is at Oxford still, is he not ? 10 

Sit. Indeed, sir, to my cost. 

Shah 'A must, then, to the Inns o' Court 
shortly. I was once of Clement’s Inn ; 
where 1 think they will talk of mad Shallow 
yet. 

Sit. You were call'd * lusty Shallow ' then, 
cousin. 15 

Shal, By the mass, I was call’d anything ; 
and I would have done anything indeed 
too, and roundly too. There was 1, and 
little John Doit of Staffordshire, and black 
George Barnes, and Francis Pickbonc, and 
Will Sqnele a Cotsole man—you had not 
four such swingc-bucklcrs in all the Inns 
o' Court again. And I may say to you 
we knew where the bona-robas were, and 
had the best of them all at commandment. 
Then was Jack FalstatT, now Sir John, a 
boy. and page to Thomas Mowbray, Duke 
of Norfolk. - 5 

Sih This Sir John, cousin, that comes 
hither anon about soldiers ? 

Shal, The same Sir John, the very same. 
I see him break Scoggin's head at the ccurt 
gate, when 'a was a crack not thus high ; 
and the very same day did I fight wilh 
one Sampson Stockfish, a fruiterer, behind 
Gray’s Inn. Jesu, Jesu, the mad days that 
I have spent! and to see how many of my 
old acquaintance are dead I 
Sil. We shall all follow, cousin. 34 

Shah Certain, 'tis certain ; very sure, 
very sure. Death, as the Psalmist saith, is 
certain to all; all shall die. How a gcod 
yoke of bullocks at Stamford fair ? 

Sih By my troth, 1 was not there. 

Shah Death is certain. Is old Double of 
your town living yet ? 40 

Sih Dead, sir. 

Shah Jesu, Jesu, dead I *A drew a good 
bow; and dead I *A shot a fine shoot. 

53 ^ 
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John a Gaunt loved him well, and betted 
much money on his head. Dead ! *A would 
have clapp’d i* th’ clout at twelve score, 
and carried you a forehand shaft a fourteen 
and fourteen and a half, that it would have 
done a man’s heart good to see. How a 
score of ewes now ? 

SiL Thereafter as they be—a score of 
go.^d ewes may be worth ten pounds. 50 

ShaL And is old Double dead ? 

Enter Bardolph and One with him. 

SiL Here come two of Sir John FalstatF's 
men. as I think. 

ShaL Good morrow, honest gentlemen. 

Bard. I beseech you, which is Justice 
Shallow ? 55 

ShaL I am Robert Shallow, sir, a poor 
esquire of this county, and one of the 
King’s justices of the peace. What is your 
good pleasure with me ? 

Bard. My captain, sir, commends him to 
you ; my captain, Sir John Falstatf—a 
tall gentleman, by heaven, and a most 
gallant leader. oi 

ShaL He greets me well, sir; I knew him 
a good backsword man. How doth the good 
knight ? May 1 ask how my lady his wife 
doth ? 

Bard. Sir, pardon; a soldier is better 
accommodated than with a wife. 

ShaL It is well said, in faith, sir; and it 
is well said indeed too. ‘ Better accom¬ 
modated ’1 It is good ; yea, indeed, is it. 
Good phrases are surely, and ever were, 
very commendable. ‘ Accommodated ’! 
It comes of accommodo. Very good; a 
good phrase. 71 

Bard. Pardon, sir; I have heard the 
word. * Phrase ’ call you it ? By this day, 
I know not the phrase ; but I will maintain 
the word with my sw ord to be a soldier-like 
word, and a word of exceeding good com¬ 
mand, by heaven. Accommodated : that 
is, w’hcn a man is, as tliey say, accommo¬ 
dated ; or, when a man is being—whereby 
*a may be thought to be accommodated ; 
which is an excellent thing. 7 iy 

Enter Falstaff, 

SItal. It is very just. Look, here comes 
good Sir John. Give me your good hand, 
give me your worship’s good hand. By my 
troth, you like well and bear your years 
very well. Welcome, good Sir John. 

FaL I am glad to see you well, good 
Master Robert Shallow. Master Surecard, 
as 1 think ? 

Shal. No, Sir John; it is my cousin 
Silence, in commission with me. 

FaL Good Master Silence, it well befits 
you should be of the peace. 90 

SiL Your good worship is welcome. 

FaL Fie! this is hot weather. Gentle- 
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men, have you provided me here half a 
dozen sufficient men ? 

Shal. Marry, have we, sir. Will you sit 7 
FaL Let me see them, I beseech you. 95 
Shal. Where’s the roll ? Where’s the 
roll ? Where’s the roll ? I-ct me sec, let 
me see, let me see. $0, so, so, so, so—so, 
so—yea, marry, sir. Rafe Mouldy I Let 
them appear as I call; let them do so, let 
them do so. Let me see; where is Mouldy ? 
Moul. Here, an’t please you. 101 

Shal. What think you, Sir John ? A good 
limb'd fellow ; young, strong, and of good 
friends. 

FaL Is thy name Mouldy ? 

MouL Yea, an’t please you. 105 

Fal. ’Tis the more time thou wert us’d. 
Shal. Ha, ha, ha ! most excellent, i’ faith ! 
Things that are mouldy lack use. Very 
singular good ! In faith, well said. Sir John; 
very well said. 

FaL Prick him. no 

Mold. I was prick'd well enough before, 
an you could have let me alone. My old 
dame will be undone now for one to do her 
husbandry and her drudgery. You need 
not to have prick’d me ; there are other 
men fitter to go out than 1 . 115 

Fal. Go to ; peace. Mouldy ; you shall 
go. Mouldy, it is time you were spent. 
Maul. Spent 1 

Shal. Peace, fellow', peace ; stand aside ; 
know you where you are ? For th' other, 
Sir John—let me sec. Simon Shadow I jai 
Fal. Yea, marry, let me have him to sit 
under. He’s like to be a cold soldier. 

Shal. Where’s Shadow ? 

Shad. Here, sir. 123 

Fal. Shadow, whose son art thou ? 

Shad. My mother's son, sir. 

Fal. Thy mother’s son ! Like enough ; 
and thy father's shadow. So the son of the 
female is the shadow of the male. It is 
often so indeed; but much of the father’s 
substc n::e 1 13* 

Shal. Do you like him, Sir John ? 

FaL Shadow will serve for summer. 
Prick him; for we have a number of 
shadows fill up the muster-book. 

Shal. Thomas Wart I 135 

Fal. Where’s he ? 

Warf. Here, sir. 

Fal. Is thy name Wart ? 

Wart. Yea, sir. 

Fal. Tliou art a very ragged wart. 140 
Shal. Shall I prick him, Sir John ? 

Fal. It were superfluous ; for his apparel 
is built upon his back, and the whole frame 
stands upon pins. Prick him no more. 

Shal. Ha, ha, ha 1 You can do it, sir; 
you can do it. 1 commend you well. 
Francis Feeble! 140 

Fee. Here, sir. 

FaL What trade art thou. Feeble 7 
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Fee. A woman's tailor, sir. 

Shal. Shall I prick him, sir ? 150 

Fal. You may; but if he had been a 
man's tailor, he’d ha' prick’d you. Wilt 
thou make as many holes in an enemy's 
battle as thou hast done in a woman's 
petticoat ? 15-1 

Fee. 1 will do my good will, sir ; you can 
have no more. 

Fal. Well said, good woman’s tailor! 
well said, courageous Feeble! Thou will 
be as valiant as the wrathful dove or mosl 
magnanimous mouse. Prick the womans 
tailor—well, Master Shallow, deep, Mastei 
Shallow. I 5 V 

Fee. I would Wart might have gone, sir. 
Fal. I would thou wert a man's tailor, 
that thou mightst mend him and make him 
iit to go. I cannot put him to a private 
soldier, that is the leader of so man\ 
thousands. Let that sutlice, most forcible 
Feeble. 

Fee. It shall suffice, sir. if* 

Fal. I am bound to thee, reverend 
Feeble. Who is next ? 

Shal. Peter Bullcalf o’ th' green ! 

Fal. Yea, marry, let’s see Bullcalf, 

Bull. Here, sir. i:< 

Fal. Fore God, a likely fellow ! Come, 
prick me Bullcalf till he roar again. 

Bull. O Lord \ good my lord captain— 
Fal. What, dost thou roar before thou 
art prick'd ? ly, 

Bull. O Lord, sir I 1 am a diseased man. 
Fal. What disease hast thou ? 

Bull. A whoreson cold, sir, a cough, sir, 
which I caught with ringing in the King'^ 
affairs upon his coronation day, sir. i 7 ‘* 
Fal. Come, thou shalt go to the wars in a 
gown. We will have away thy cold ; and 1 
will take such order that thy friends shall 
ring for thee. Is here all ? 

Siiaf. Here is two more call'd than your 
number. You must have but four here, sir ; 
and so, I pray you, go in with me to dinner. 

Fal. Come. I will go drink with you, but 
I cannot tarry dinner. 1 am glad to sec 
you, by my troth. Master Shallow. 

Shal. O, Sir John, do you remember since 
we lay all night in the windmill in Saint 
George’s Field ? 

Fal. No more of that. Master Shallow, no 
more of that. 

Shal. Ha, *twas a merry night. And is 
Jane Nightwork alive ? 

Fal. She lives, Master Shallow. ly.s 
Shal. She never could away with me. 
Fal. Never, never ; she would always say 
she could not abide Master Shallow. 

Shal. By the mass, I could anger her tc 
th' heart. She was then a bona-roba. Doth 
she hold her own well ? 

Fal. Old, old. Master Shallow. 201 

Shal. Nay, she must be old; she cannot 


choose but be old ; certain she's old; and 
had Robin Nightwork, by old Nightwork, 
before I came to Clement's Inn. 

Sil. 1 hat’s fifty-five year ago. 205 

Shal. Ha, cousin Silence, that thou hadst 
seen that that this knight and 1 have seen j 
Ha. Sir John, said I well ? 

Fal. We have heard the chimes at mid¬ 
night, Master Shallow. 210 

Shal. That we have, that we have, that 
we have ; in faith. Sir John, we have. Our 
watchword was ‘ Hem, boys !' Come, let's 
to dinner; come, let's to dinner, Jesus, 
the days that wc have seen I Come, ceme. 

[Exeunt Falstaff and ike Justices* 
Bull. Good Master Corporate Bardolph, 
stand my friend ; and hcie’s four Harry ten 
shillings in French crowns for you. In very 
truth, sir, 1 had as lief he bang’d, sir, as 
go. And yet, for mine own part, sir, 1 do 
not care; but rather because 1 am un¬ 
willing and, for mine own part, have a 
desire to slay with my friends; else, sir, 

I did not care for mine own part so much. 
Bard. Go to ; stand aside. 222 

Mold. And, good Master Corporal 
Captain, for my old dame’s sake, stand my 
friend. She has nobody to do anything 
about her when I am gone *, and she is old, 
and cannot help herself. You shall have 
forty, sir. 226 

Bard. Go to ; stand aside. 

Fee. By my troth, 1 care not; a man can 
die but once; we owe God a death. 1 ’ll ne'er 
bear a base mind. An't be my destiny, so ; 
an't be not, so. No man’s too good to 
serve's Prince; and, Jet it go which way 
it will, he that dies this year is quit for 
the next. 23a 

Bard. Well said ; th'art a good fellow. 
Fee. Faith, I’ll bear no base mind. 

Re-enter Falstaff and the Justices. 

Fal. Come, sir, which men shall 1 have ? 
Shal. Four of which you please. 23^ 
Bard. Sir, a word with you, I have three 
pound to free Mouldy and BuUcalf. 

Fal. Go to ; well. 

Shal. Come, Sir John, which four will you 
have ? 

Fal. Do you choose for me. 

Shall. Marry, then—Mouldy, Bullcalf, 
Feeble, and Shadow. 

Fal. Mouldy and Bullcalf: for you. 
Mouldy, stay at home till you arc past 
service; and for your part, Bullcalf, grow 
till you come unto it. I will none of you. 

Shal. Sir John, Sir John, do not yoiirfclf 
wrong. They are your likeliest men, and 1 
would have you serv’d with the best. 249 
Fal. Will you tell me, Master Shallow, 
how to choose a man 7 Care 1 for the limb, 
the thews, the stature, bulk, and big 
assemblance of a man ! Give me the spirit, 
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Master Shallow. Here’s Wart; you see 
what a ragged appearance it is. *A shall 
charge you and discharge you with the 
motion of a pewterer’s hammer, come off 
and on swifter than he that gibbets on the 
brewer's bucket. And this same half-fac’d 
fellow. Shadow—give me this man. He 
presents no mark to the enemy ; the foe- 
inan may with as great aim level at the 
edge of a penknife. And, for a retreat- 
how swiftly will this Feeble, the w'oman’! 
tailor, run off! O, give me the spare men, 
and spare me the great ones. Put me a 
caliver into Wart's imnd, Bardolpli. at 

Bard. Hold, Wart. Traverse—thus, thus, 
thus. 

Pul. Come, manage me your caliver. So 
•—very well. Go to ; very good ; exceeding 
good. O, give me always a little, lean, old, 
chopt, bald shot. Well said, i' faith. Wart; 
th’art a good scab. Hold, there's a tester 
for thee, 

Shal. He is not his craft’s master, he 
doth not do it right. I remember at Mile- 
end Green, when I lay at Clement’s Inn 
I was then Sir Dagonet in Arthur's show— 
there was a little quiver fellow, and 'a 
would manage you lus piece thus; and ’a 
would about and about, and come you in 
and come you in. ‘ Rah, tah. tah I ’ would 
’a say ; ‘ Bounce ! * would ’a say ; and 
aw’ay again would ’a go, and again would ’a 
come. 1 shall ne’er sec such a fellcw. 2 ;^ 

Fal. These fellows will do well. Master 
Shallov/, God keep you! Master Silence, 1 
will not use many words with you; Fare 
you well! Gentlemen both, 1 thank you. 
I must a dozen mile to-night. Bardolph, 
give the soldiers coats. 2^3 

Shal. Sir John, the Lord bless you ; God 
prosper your affairs ; Cod send us peace I 
At your return, visit our house ; let our 
old acquaintance be reneued. Peradventure 
1 will with ye to the court. aby 

Fal. Fore God, would you would. 

Shal. Go to; 1 have spoke at a word. 
God keep you. 

Fal. Fare you well, gentle gentlemen. 
[Exeunt JusficesJ On, Bardolph ; lead the 
men away. [Exeunt all but Falstaff] As I 
return, I will fetch off these justices. I do 
see the bottom of Justice Shallow. Lord, 
Lord, how subject we old men are to this 
vice of lying I TTiis same starv'd justice 
hath done nothing but prate to me of the 
wildness of his youth and the feats he iiath 
done about Turnbull Street; and every 
third word a lie, duer paid to the hearer 
than the Turk’s tribute. 1 do remember 
him at Clement’s Inn, like a man made 
after supper of a cheese-paring. When ’a 
was naked, he was for all the world like a 
fork’d radish, with a head fantastically 
carved upon it with a knife, 'A was so 
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forlorn that his dimensions to any thick 
sight were invisible. 'A was the very 
genius of famine; yet lecherous as a 
monkey, and the whores call’d him man¬ 
drake. ’A came ever in the rearward of 
the fashion, and sung those tunes to the 
overscutch d hiiswifes that he heard the 
carmen whistle, and sware they were his 
fancies or his good-nights. And now is tins 
Vice's dagger become a squire, and talks 
as familiarly of John a Gaunt as if ho had 
been sworn brother to him; and I’ll be 
sworn 'a ne’er saw lum but once in the Tilt- 
yard ; and then he burst his head for 
crowding among the marshal’s men. I saw 
it, and told John a Gaunt he heat his own 
name; for you might have thrust him and 
all ills apparel into an eel-skin; the case 
of a treble hautboy was a mansion for him, 
a court—and now has he land and be eves. 
V/ell, I’ll be acquainted with him if I 
return; aad’t shall go hard but ITl make 
him a philosopher’s two stones to me. If 
the young uace be a bait for the old pike, 
i see no reason in the law of nature hut 1 
may snap at him. Let time shape, and 
tiiere an end. [Exit, 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Yorkshire, Within the Forest of 
Ciaultree. 

Enter the Archbishop of York, Mowbray, 
Hastings, and Others. 

Arch. What is this forest call'd ? 

Hast. ’Tis Gauitiee Forest, an’t shall 
please your Grace. 

Arch. Here stand, my lords, and send 
discoverers forth 

To know the numbers of our enemies. 4 
Hast. We have sent forth already. 

Arch. 'Tis well done. 

My friends and brethren in these great 
affairs, 

1 must acquaint you that I have receiv’d 
New-dated letters from Northumberland; 
Their cold intent, teiiour, and substance, 
thus: 

Here doth he wish liis person, with such 
powers 

As might hold sortaiice with his quality, 
The which he could not levy; where¬ 
upon 

He is retir’d, to ripe his growing fortunes. 
To Scotland; and concludes in hearty 
prayers 

That your attempts may overlive the 
hazard 15 

And fearful meeting of their opposite. 
Mowb. Thus do the hopes we have in him 
touch ground 

And dash themselves to pieces. 
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Enter a Messenger. 

Hast, Now, what news 

Mess. West of this forest, s :arcely off a 
mile. 

In goodly form comes on the enemy; 2< 

And, by the ground they hide, 1 judge theii 
nuuiber 

Upon or near the rate of thirty thousand 

Mowb. The just proportion that we gave 
them out. 

Let us sway on and face them in the field 
Enter Westmoreland. 

Arch. What well-appointed leader front? 
us here ? 2: 

Mowb. I think it is my Lord of West¬ 
moreland. 

Wesf. Health and fair greeting from our 
general. 

The Prince, Lord John and Duke of 
Lancaster. 

Arch. Say on, my Lord of Westmoreland, 
in peace. 

What doth concern your coming. 

Wesf. Then, my lord. 

Unto your Grace do 1 in chief address 31 
'J'he substance of my speech. If that 
rebellion 

Came like itself, in base and abject routs, 
Led on by blooily youth, guarded with rags. 
And countenanc'd by boys and beggary— 
I say, if damn’d commotion so appear’d 
In his true, native, and most proper shape. 
You, reverend father, and these noble lords, 
Had not been here to dress the ugly form 
Of base and bloody insurrection lo 

With your fair honours. You, Lord Arch¬ 
bishop, 

Whose see is by a civil peace maintain’d. 
Whose beard the silver hand of peace hath 
touch'd. 

Whose learning and good letters peace hath 
tutor’d, 44 

Whose white investments figure innocence, 
The dove, and very blessed spirit of peace— 
Wherefore do you so ill translate yourself 
Out of the speech of peace, that bears such 
grace. 

Into the harsh and boist’rous tongue of 
war; 

Turning your books to graves, your ink to 
blood, 50 

Your pens to lances, and your tongue divine 
To a loud trumpet and a point of war ? 

Arch, Wherefore do 1 tliis ? . So the 
question stands. 

Briefly to this end : we are all diseas'd 
And with our surfeiting and wanton hours 
Have brought ourselves into a burning 
fever, 5 ' 

And we must bleed for it; of which disease 
Our late King, Richard^ being infected, 
died. I 


But, my most noble Lord of Westmoreland, 
1 take not on me here as a physician; oo 
Nor do I as an enemy to peace 
Troop in the throngs of military men; 

But rather show awhile like tearful war 
To diet rank minds sick of happiness. 

And purge th’ obstructions which begin to 

stop 65 

Our very veins of life. Hear me mor^ 
plainly. 

I have in equal balance justly weigh'd 
What wrongs our arms may do, what 
wrongs w^e suffer. 

And find our griefs heavier than our 
ort'ences. 

We see which way the stream of time doth 
run 70 

And are enforc’d from our most quiet there 
By the rough torrent of occasion ; 

And have the summary of all our griefs. 
When time shall serve, to show in an ides ; 
Which long ere this we offer’d to the King, 
And might by no suit gain our audience : 
When we are wrong’d, and would unfold 
our griefs. 

We are denied access unto his person, 

Even by those men that most have done us 
wrong. 

The dangers of the days but newly gone, So 
Whose memory is written on the earth 
With yet appearing blood, and the ex¬ 
amples 

Of every minute's instance, present now, 
Hath put us in these ill-beseeming arms ; 
Not to break peace, or any branch of it, as 
But to establish here a peace inaeed, 
Concurring both in name and quality. 

West. When ever yet was your appeal 
denied ; 

Wherein have you been galled by the King ; 
What peer hath been suborn’d to grate on 
you yo 

That you should seal this lawless bloody 
book 

Of forg’d rebellion with a seal divine, 

And consecrate commotion’s bitter edge ? 
Arch. My brother general, the common¬ 
wealth, 

To brother born an household cruelty, 95 
1 make tuy quarrel in parucular. 

West. There is no need of any such 
redress ; 

Or if there were, it not belongs to you. 
Mowb. Why not to him in part, and to us 
all 

That feel the bruises of the days before, joo 
A nd suffer the condition of these times 
To lay a heavy and unequal hand 
Upon our honours ? 

West, O my good Lord Mowbray, 

Construe the times to their necessities, 

And you shall say, indeed, it is the time, 105 
And not the King, that doth you injuries. 
Yet, for your part, it not appears to me, 
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Either from the King or in the present time, 
That you should have an inch of any ground 
To build a grief on. Were you not restor’d 
To all the Duke of Norfolk’s signiories, m 
Voiir noble and right well-rememb’red 
father’s ? 

Mowb. What thing, in honour, had my 
father lost 

That need to be reviv'd and breath'd in me? 
The King that lov’d him, as the state stood 
then, 115 

Was force perforce compell’d to banish him. 
And then that Henry Bolingbrokc and he, 
Being mounted and both roused in their 
seats. 

Their neighing coursers daring of the spur, 
Their armed staves in charge, their beavers 
down, I o 

7 'heir eyes of fire sparkling through sights 
of stec‘ 1 , 

And the loud trumpet blowing them to¬ 
gether— 

Then, then, when there was nothing could 
have stay’d 

My father from the breast of Bolingbrokc, 
O, when the King did throw his warder 
down— 125 

His own life hung upon the staff he threw— 
Then threw he down himself, and all their 
lives 

That by indictment and by dint of sword 
Have since miscarried under Bolingbrokc. 

West. You speak. Lord Mowbray, now 
you know not what. 130 

The Earl of Hereford was reputed then 
In England the most valiant gentleman. 
Who knows on whom fortune would then 
have smil'd ? 

But if your father had been victor there. 
He ne’er had borne it out of Coventry ; 135 
For all the country, in a general voice, 
Cried hate upon him ; and all their prayers 
and love 

Were set on Hereford, whom they doted on. 
And bless’d and grac’d indeed more than 
the King. 

But tliis is mere digression from my 
purpose. 140 

Here come I from our princely general 
To know your griefs ; to tell you from his 
Grace 

That he will give you audience; and 
wherein 

It shall appear that your demands are just. 
You shall enjoy them, everything set off 145 
That might so much as think you enemies. 

Mowb, But he hath forc’d us to compel 
this offer; 

And it proceeds from policy, not love. 

West, Mowbray, you overween to take 
it so. 149 

This offer comes from mercy, not from fear; 
For, lo ! within a ken our army lies— 
Upon mine honouti all too confident 
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lo give admittance to a thought of fear. 
Our battle is more full of names than yours, 
Our men more perfect in the use of ai ms, 155 
Our armour all as strong, our cause the 
best; 

Then reason will our hearts should be as 
good. 

Say you not, then, our offer is compeJI’d. 

Moub. Well, by my will we shall admit 
no parley, 

Wesf. That argues but the shame of your 
offence: 

A rotten case abides no handling. 

Hast. Hath the Prince John a full com¬ 
mission. 

In very ample virtue of his father, 

'I'o hear and absolutely to deteimire 
Of what corditions wc shall stand upon ? 

West, That is intended in the general's 
name. 

I muse you make so slight a question. 

Arch. Then take, my Lord of Westmore¬ 
land, (his schedule, 

For this contains our general grievances. 
Each several article herein redress’d, 170 
All members of our cause, both here and 
hence, 

Tiiat arc insinewed to this action. 
Acquitted by a true substantial form, 

And present execution of cur wills 
To us and to our purposes confin’d— 175 

We come wiihin our awful banks again, 
And knit our powers to the arm of peace. 

West. This will I show the general. Please 
you, lords, 

In sight of both our battles we may mt et; 
And either end in peace —which God so 
frame I— iso 

Or to the place of diff'rence call the swords 
Which must decide it. 

Arch, My lord, we will do so. 

I Exit Wesimcreland, 

Mowb. There is a thing within my fcosom 
tells me 

That n 3 conditions of our peace can stand. 

Hast. Fear you not that; if w e can make 
our peace 183 

Upon such large terms and so absolute 
As our conditions shall consist upon, 

Our peace shall stand as firm as rocky 
mountains. 

Mowb. Yea, but our valuation shall be 
such 189 

That every slight and false-derived cause, 
Yea, every idle, nice, and wanton reason. 
Shall to the King taste of this action ; 
lhat, were our royal faiths martyrs in love. 
We shall be winnow’d with so rough a wind 
Tliat even our corn shall seem as light as 
chaff, 195 

And good from bad find no partition. 

Arch, No, no, my lord. Note this; the 
King is weary 

Of dainty and such picking grievances; 



Scene 1] KING HENRY THE FOURTH -PART TWO 


For he hath found to end one doubt by 
death 

Revives two greater to the heirs of life ; aoo 
And therefore will he wipe his tables clean* 
And keep no tell-tale to his memory 
That may repeat and history his loss 
To new remembrance. For full well he 
knows 

He cannot so precisely weed this land 20s 
As his misdoubts present occasion : 

His foes are so enrooted with his friends 
That, plucking to unfix an enemy, 

He doth unfasten so and shake a friend. 

So that this land, like an offensive wife 210 
That hath enrag’d him on to olfer strokes, 
As he is striking, holds his infant up, 

And hangs resolv’d correction in the arm 
That was iiprear’d to execution. 

Hast. Beddes, the King hath wasted all 
his ro Js 215 

On late od..‘ndcrs, that he now doth lack 
The very instruments of chasdsement; 

So that his power, like to a fangless lion. 
May olTer, but not hold. 

Arch. 'Tis very true ; 

And therefore be assur'd, my good Lord 
Marshal, 220 

If we do now make our atonement w’clJ, 
Our peace will, like a broken limb united, 
Grow stronger for the breaking. 

Moub. Be it so. 

Here is return’d my Lord of Westmoreland, 

Re-enter Westmoreland. 

West. The Prince is here at hand. 
Pleaseth your lordship 225 

To meet his Grace just distance ’tween our 
armies ? 

Mo 74;!>. Your Grace of York, in God's 
name then, set forward. 

Arch. Before, and greet his Grace. My 
lord, we come. [txeunf. 

Scene II. Another part of the forest. 

Enter, from one side, Mowfjray, attended ; 
afterwards, the Archbishop, Hastings, 
and Others: from the other side, Prince 
John of Lancaster, Westmoreland, 
Olficcrs and Others. 

P. John. You are well encount’red here, 
my cousin Mowbray. 

Good day to you, gentle Lord Archbishop ; 
And so to you, Lord Hastings, and to all. 
My Lord of York, it better show’d with 
you 

When that your flock, assembled by the 
bell, 5 

Encircled you to hear with reverence 
Your exposition on the holy text 
Than now to see you here an iron man, 
Cheering a rout of rebels with your drum, 
Turning the word to sword, and life to 
death, 


That man that sits within a monarch’s 
heart 

And ripens in the sunshine of his favour. 
Would he abuse the countenance of the 
king. 

Alack, what mischiefs might be set abroach 
In shadow of such greatness! With you. 
Lord Bishop,. 19 

It is even so. Who hath not heard it spoken 
How deep you were within the books of 
God ? 

To us the speaker in His parliament. 

To us th’ imagin'd voice of God himself, 
Tae very opener and intelligencer 20 

Between the grace, the sanctities of heaven. 
And our dull workings. O, who shall believe 
But you misuse the reverence of your place. 
Employ the countenance and grace of 
heav'n 

As a false favourite doth his prince’s name, 
In deeds dishonourable ? You have ta'en 
up, 26 

Under the counterfeited zeal of God, 

The subjects of His substitute, my father, 
And both against the peace of hiaven and 
him 29 

Have here up-swarm’d them. 

Arch. Good my Lord of Lancaster, 
I am not here against your father’s peace; 
But, as I told my Lord of Westmoreland, 
The time misord'red doth, in common 
sense, 

Crowd us and crush us to this monstrous 
form 

To hold our safety up. I sent your Grace 35 
The parcels and particulars of our grief. 
The which hath been with scorn shov'd 
from the court. 

Whereon this hydra son of war is born ; 
Whose dangerous eyes may well be 
charm'd asleep 

With grant of our most just and right 
desires; 40 

And true obedience, of this madness cur’d. 
Stoop tamely to the foot of ma jesty. 

Mow!}. If not, we ready are to try our 
fortunes 
To the last man. 

Hast. And though we here fall down, 
We have supplies to second our attempt. 45 
If they miscarry, theirs shall second them ; 
And so success of mischief shall be born, 
And heir from heir shall hold this quarrel up 
Whiles England shall have generation. 

P. John. You are too shallow, Hastings, 
much too shallow, 50 

To sound the bottom of the after-times. 

West. Pleaseth your Grace to answer 
them directly 

How far forth you do like their articles. 

P. John. 1 like them all and do allow 
them well; 54 

And swear here, by the honour of my blood. 
My father’s purposes have been mistook; 
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And some about him have too lavishly 
Wrested his meaning and authority. 

My lord, these griefs shall be with speed 
redress'd; 

Upon my soul, they shall. If this may please 
you, to 

Discharge your powers unto their several 
counties. 

As we will ours; and here, between the 
armies, 

Let's drink together friendly and embrace, 
Tnat all their eyes may bear those tokens 
home 

Of our restored love and amity. 05 

Arch, 1 take your princely word for these 
redresses. 

P. John. 1 give it you, and will maintain 
my word ; 

And thereupon I drink unto your Grace. 

Hast. Go, Captain, and deliver to the 
army 

This news of peace. Let them have pay, 
and part. yo 

I know it will well please them. Hie thee. 
Captain. [Hxd Officer. 

Arch, To you, my noble Lord of West¬ 
moreland. 

West. 1 pledge your Grace ; and if you 
knew what pains 

1 have bestow’d to breed this present 
peace, 

You would drink freely ; but my love to ye 
Shall show itself more openly hereafter, ?<> 

Arch, 1 do not doubt you. 

West. I am glad of it. 

Health to my lord and gentle cousin, 
Mowbray. 

Mawb. You wish me health in very happy 
season, 

For 1 am on the sudden something ill. J-o 

Arch. Against ill chances men are ever 
merry; 

But heaviness foreruns the good event. 

West. Therefore be merry, coz; since 
sudden sorrow 

Serves to say thus, ‘ Some good thing comes 
to-morrow'. 

Arch. Believe me, I am passing light in 
spirit. S5 

Mowb, So much the worse, if your own 
rule be true. [Shouts within. 

P, John. The word of peace is rend'red. 
Hark, how they shout! 

Mowb, This had been cheerful after 
victory. 

Arch, A peace is of the nature of a 
conquest; 

For then both parties nobly are subdu'd, 50 
And neither party loser. 

P, John. Go, my lord. 

And let our army be discharged too. 

[Exit Westmoreland, 
And, good my lord, so please you let our 
trains 
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March by us, that we may peruse the men 
We should have cop'd withal. 

Arch, Go, good Lord Hastings, 

And, ere they be dismiss'd, let them march 
by. [Exit Hastings. 

P, John. I trust, lords, we shall lie to¬ 
night together. 

Re-enter Westmoreland. 

Now, cousin, wherefore stands our army 
still ? 

West. The leaders, having charge from 
you to stand. 99 

W’ill not go olT until they hear you speak. 

P. John. They know their duties. 

Re-enter Hastings. 

Hast. My lord, our army is dispers'd 
already. 

Like youthful steers unyok'd, they take 
their courses 

East, west, north, south; or like a school 
broke up. 

Each hurries toward his home and sport¬ 
ing-place. 105 

W*est. Good tidings, my Lord Hastings ; 
for the which 

I do arrest thee, traitor, of high treason ; 
And you, Lord Archbishop, and you, Lord 
Mowbray, 

Of capital treason I attach you both. 

Motvb. Is this proceeding just and honour¬ 
able ? no 

West, Is your assembly so ? 

Arch. Will you thus break your faith ? 

P. John. I pawn'd thee none ; 

I promis'd you redress of these same 
grievances 

Whereof you did complain; which, by 
mine honour, 114 

I will perform with a most Christian care. 
But for you, rebels—look to taste the due 
Meet for rebellion and such acts as yours. 
Most shallowly did you these arms com¬ 
mence, 

Fondly brought here, and foolishly sent 
hence. 

Strike up our drums, pursue the scatt'red 
stray. 120 

God, and not we, hath safely fought to-day. 
Some guard these traitors to the block of 
death, 

Treason’s true bed and yieldcr-up of breath. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. Another part of the forest. 

Alarum ; excursions. Enter Falstaff and 
Colville, meeting. 

Pal. What’s your name, sir ? Of what 
condition are you, and of what place, I 
pray? 

Col. 1 am a knight sir; and my name 
is Colville of the Dale. 4 
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Fat, Well then, Colville is your nanie, a 
knight is your degree, and your place the 
Dale. Colville shall be still your name, a 
traitor your degree, anJ the dungeon your 
place—a place deep enough ; so shall you 
be still Colville of tiie Dale. 

Col. Are not you Sir John FalstatT ? 

Ft!. As good a man as he, sir, whoe’er I 
am. Do ye yield, sir, or shall I sweat for 
you ? U 1 do sweat, they are tlic ilrops of 
thy lovers, and tiiey weep for thy deatii; 
therefore rouse up fear and trembling, and 
do ol)scrv\ance to iriy mercy. 

Col. 1 think you are Sir John Falstafi, 
and in that thou ;iit yieid me. 

Fal. I have a whole sciiool of tongues in 
this belly of mine ; and not a tongue of 
thciii all speaks any other word hut my 
name. /Vn 1 had hut a belly of any inditier- 
enev, 1 were simply the most active fellow 
ill Europe. My womb, my worn!), my womb 
uivJoes me. Here comes our general. 23 

Fnlcr PiUNCh John of Lancasthu, West* 
MORELAND, Blunt, and Others. 

P. John. The heat is past; follow no 
further now. 

Call in the powers, good cousin Westmore- 
LiiiJ. [Exit Westmoreland, 

Now, FalstaiT, where have you been all this 
while ? 

When everything is ended, then you come. 
These tardy tricks of yours will, on my life, 
Oiie time or other break some gallows' back. 

Fal. I would be sorry, iny lord, but it 
should be thus: I never knew yet but 
rebuke and check was the reward of valour. 
Do you think me a swallow, an arrow, or a 
bullet ? Have I, in my poor and old motion, 
the expedition of thought ? 1 have speeded 
hither vvith the very extremest inch of 
possibility ; 1 h ive found’red nine score 
and odd posts ; and here, travel tainted as 
I am, have, in my pure and immaculate 
valour, taken Sir John Colville of the Dale, 
a most furious knight and valorous enemy. 
But wiiat of that ? He saw me, and 
yielded; that 1 may justly say with the 
hook-nos’d fellow of Rome—I came, sawg 
and overcame. 41 

P. John. It was more of his courtesy than 
your deserving. 

Ful, I know not. Here he is, and here 1 
yield him ; and I beseech your Grace, let 
it be book’d with the rest of this day’s 
deeds ; or, by the Lord, I will have it in 
a particular ballad else, with mine own 
picture on the top on’t, Colville kissing my 
loot; to the which course if I be enforc’d, 
if you do not all show like gilt twopcnces 
to me, and I, in the clear sky of fame, 
o’ershine you as much as the full moon 
doth the cinders of the element, which show 
like pins’ heads to her, believe not the word 


of the noble, d'herelbrc let me have right, 
and let desert mount. 

P. John, 1 hine’s too heavy to mount. 55 

Fal. Let it shine, then. 

P. John. Thinc's too thick to shine. 

Fal. Let it do something, my good lord, 
that may do me good, and call it wiiat you 
will. 

P. John. Is thy name Colville ? co 

Col. It is, my lord. 

P. John. A Idinotis rebel art thou, 
Colville. 

Fal. And a famous true subject took him. 

Coi. I am, my lord, but as my hciters are 
That Icvl me hither. Had they been rul’d 
by me, 65 

You should have won them dearer than you 
have. 

Fal. I know not how they sold themselves; 
but thou, tike a kind fellow, gavest th> self 
away gratis; and I thank thee for thee. 

Re-enler W estmoreland. 

P. John. Now, have you left pursuit ? 70 

West. Retreat i.s made, and execution 
stay’d. 

P. John. Send Colville, with his con¬ 
federates, 

Yo York, to jyesent execution. 

Blunt, lead him hence ; and see you guard 
him sure. [Exeunt Blunt and others. 
And now dispatch we toward the court, my 
lords. 75 

i hear tiic King my father is sore sick. 
Our news shall go before us to his Majesty, 
Which, cousin, you shall bear to comfort 
him ; 

And we wiili sober speed will follow you. 79 

Fal. My lord, I beseech you, give me 
leave to go through Gloucestershire; and, 
when you come to court, stand my good 
lord, pray, in your good report. 

P. John. Fare you vvell, Falstaff. I, in 
my condition, <>3 

Shall better speak of you than you deserve, 
[Exeunt all but Falsiajf, 

FaL I would you had but the wit; ’tweie 
better than your dukedom. Good faith, 
this same young sober-blooded boy doth not 
love me ; nor a man cannot make him 
laugh—but that’s no marvel; he drinks no 
wine. There’s never none of these demure 
boys come to any proof; for thin drink 
doth so over-cool their blood, and making 
many fish-meals, that they fall into a kind 
of male green-sickness; and then, when 
they marry, they get wenches. Tiiey are 
generally fools and cowards—which some 
of us should be too, but for inflammation. 
A good sherris-sack liath a twofold opera¬ 
tion in it. It ascends me into the brain; 
drievS me there all the foolish and dull and 
crudy vapours wliich environ it; makes it 
apprehensive, quick, forgetive, full of 
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nimble, fiery, and delectable shapes; which King, Humphrey, my son of Gloucester, 


deliv^ered o’er to the voice, the tongue, 
which is the birth, becomes excellent wit. 
The second property of your excellent 
Sherris is the warming of the blood ; which 
before, cold and settled, left the liver white 
and pale, which is the badge of pusillanimity 
and cowardice ; but the sherris warms it, 
and makes it course from the inwards to 
the parts extremes. It illumineth the face, 
which, as a beacon, gives warning to all the 
rest of this little kingdom, man, to arm; 
and then the vital commoners and inland 
petty spirits muster me all to their captain, 
the heart, who, great and puff’d up with 
this retinue, doth any deed of courage—and 
this valour comes of sherris. So that skill 
in the weapon is nothing without sack, for 
that sets it a-work; and learning, a mere 
hoard of gold kept by a devil till sack com- 
meiices it and sets it in act and use. Hereoi'^ 
comos it that Prince Harry is valiant; for 
the cold blood he did naturally inherit of 
his father, he hath, like lean, sterile, and 
bire land, manured, husbanded, and tilled, 
with excellent endeavour of drinking good 
and good store of fertile sherris, that he is 
become very hot and valiant. If 1 had a 
thousand sons, the first humane principle 
I would teach them should be to forswear 
thin potations, and to addict themselves 
to sack. 122 

Enter Bardolph. 

How now, Bardolph I 

Bard, The army is discharged all and 
gore. 

Fal. Let them go. I’ll through Glou¬ 
cestershire, and there will 1 visit Master 
Robert Shallow, Esquire. I have him 
already lemp'ring between my finger and 
my thumb, and shortly will I seal with 
him. Come away. [ExeiwL 

Scene IV. Westminster, The Jerusalem 
Chamber, 

Enter the King, Prince Thomas of Clar¬ 
ence, Prince Humphrey of Glouces¬ 
ter, Warwick, and Others. 

King, Now, lords, if God doth give 
successful end 

To this debate that bleedeth at our doors, 
We will our youth lead on to higher field i. 
And draw no swords but what are sanctified. 
Oar navy is address'd, our power collected, 
Our substitutes in absence well invested, 6 
And everything lies level to our wish. 

Only we want a little personal strength; 
And pause us till these rebels, now afoot. 
Come underneath the yoke of government. 
War, Both which we doubt not but your 
Majesty xi 

Shall soon enjoy. 

54 ® 


Where is the Prince your brother ? 

P. Humph, I think he's gone to hunt, my 
lord, at Windsor. 

King, And how accompanied ? 

P, Humph, 1 do not know, my lord. 

King, Is not his brother, Thomas of 
Clarence, with him 7 26 

P, Humph, No, my good lord, he is in 
presence here. 

CU>, What would my lord and father 7 

King. Nothing but well to thee, Thomas 
of Clarence. 

How chance thou art not with the Prince 
thy brother 7 20 

He loves thee, and thou dost neglect him, 
7 'homas. 

Thou hast a better place in his affection 
Than all thy brothers ; cherish it, my boy, 
And noble offices thou mayst effect 
Of mediation, after I am dead, 25 

Between his greatness and thy other 
brethren. 

Therefore omit him not; blunt not his love, 
xMor lose the good advantage of his grace 
By seeming cold or careless of his will; 

For he is gracious if he be observ'd. 30 
He hath a tear for pity and a hand 
Open as day for melting charity ; 

Yet notwithstanding, being incens'd, he is 
flint; 

As humorous as winter, and as sudden 
As flaws congealed in the spring of day. 35 
His temper, therefore, must be well ob¬ 
serv’d. 

Chide him for faults, and do it reverently, 
When you perceive his blood inclin'd to 
mirth ; 

But, being moody, give him line and scope 
Till that his passions, like a whale on 
ground, 40 

Confound themselves with working. Learn 
this, Thomas, 

And thou shalt prove a shelter to thy 
friends, 

A hoop of gold to bind thy brothers in. 
That the united vessel of their blood. 
Mingled with venom of suggestion— 45 

As, force perforce, the age will pour it in— 
Shall never leak, though it do work as strong 
As aconitum or rash gunpowder. 

Cla, I shall observe him with all care and 
love. 

King. Why art thou not at Windsor with 
him, Thomas 7 50 

Cla, He is not there to-day; he dines in 
London* 

King. And how accompanied 7 Canst 
thou tell that 7 

Cla* With Poins, and other his continual 
followers. 

King. Most subject is the fattest soil to 
weeds; 

And he, the noble image of my youth, 55 



Scene 4] KING HENRY THE FOURTH-~PART TWO 


Is overspread with them; therefore my 
grief 

Stretches itself beyond the hour of death. 
The blood weeps from my heart when 1 do 
shape. 

In forms imaginary, th* unguided days 50 
And rotten times that you shall look upon 
When I am sleeping with my ancestors. 
For when his headstrong riot hath no curb. 
When rage and hot blood are his coun¬ 
sellors'. 

When means and lavish manners meet 
together, 

O, with what wings shall his affections fly (>5 
Towards fronting peril and oppos’d decay ! 

Wor. My gracious lord, you look beyond 
him quite. 

The Prince but studies his companions 
Like a strange tongue, wiierein, to gain the 
language, 

*Tis needful tiiat the most immodest word 
Be look’d upon and learnt; which once 
attain’d, : 1 

Your Highness knows, comes to no further 
use 

But to he known and hated. So, like gross 
terms, 

The Prince will, in the perfectness of time, 
Cast off his followers ; and their memory 75 
Shall as a pattern or a measure live 
By which his Grace must mete the lives of 
other. 

Turning past evils to advantages. 

King. ’Tis seldom when the bee doth 
leave her comb 
In the dead carrion. 

Enter Westmorfland. 

Who’s here ? Westmoreland ? 

West. Health to my sovereign, and new 
happiness 

Added to that that I am to deliver! 

Prince John, your son, doth kiss your 
Grace’s hand. 

Mowbrav, the Bishop Scroop, Hastings, and 
all, 

Are brotight to the correction of your law. 
There is not now a rebel’s sword un¬ 
sheath’d. 

But Peace puts forth her olive everywhere. 
The manner how this action hath been 
borne 

Here at more leisure may your Highness 
read. 

With every course in his particular. *)o 

King. O Westmoreland, thou art a sum¬ 
mer bird. 

Which ever in the haunch of winter sings 
The lifting up of day. 

Enter Harcourt. 

Look here’s more news. 

Har, From enemies heaven keep your 
Majesty; 


And, when they stand against you, may 
they fall 95 

As those that I am come to tell yeu of I 
The Earl Northumberland and the Lord 
Bardolph, 

With a great power of English and of 
Scots, 

Are by the shrievc of Yorkshire overthrown. 
The manner and true order of the fight xoo 
rUis packet, please it you, contains at 
large. 

King . And wherefore should these good 
news make me sick ? 

Will Fortune never come with both hands 
full, 

But write her fair words still in foulest 
letters ? 104 

She cither gives a stomach and no food— 
Such are the poor, in health—or else a 
feast. 

And takes away the stomach—such are the 
rich 

That have abundance and enjoy it not. 

I should rejoice now at this happy news ; 
And now my sight fails, and my brain is 
giddy. no 

O me ! come near me now 1 am much ill. 

P. Humph. Comfort, your Majesty ! 

Cla. 6 my royal father ! 

West. My sovereign lord, cheer up 
yourself, lock up. 

War. Be patient, Princes ; you do know 
these fits 

Arc with his Highness very ordinary. 115 
Stand from him, give him air ; he’ll straight 
be well. 

Cla. No, no; he cannot long hold out 
these pangs. 

Th' incessant care and labour of his mind 
Hath wrought the mure that should confine 
it in 

So thin that life looks through, and will 
break out. 120 

P. Humph. The people fear me ; for they 
do observe 

Unfather’d heirs and loathly births of 
nature. 

The seasons change their manners, as the 
year 

Had found some months asleep, and leapt 
them over. 

Cla. Ihe river hath thrice flow’d, no ebb 
between; 125 

And the old folk, Time’s doting chronicles. 
Say it did so a little lime before 
That our great grandsire, Edward, sick’d 
and died. 

War. Speak lower. Princes, for the King 
recovers. 

P. Humph. This apoplexy will certain be 
his end. 130 

King, I pray you take me up. and bear 
me hence 

Into some other chamber. Softly, pray. 
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Scene V. Westminsier, Another chamber. 

The King lying on a bed ; Clarence, 

Gloucester, Warwick, and Others in 

attendance. 

King, Let there be no noise made, my 
gentle friends ; 

Unless some dull and favourable hand 
Will whisper music to my weary spirit. 

War, Call for the music in the other room. 

King, Set me the crown upon my pillow 
here. r, 

Cla, His eye is hollow, and he changes 
much. 

War. Less noise, less noise ! 

Enter Prince Henry. 

Prince, Who saw the Duke of Clarence ? 

Cla. I am here, brother, full of heavinejis. 

Prince. How now! Rain within doors, 
and none abroad I 

How doth the King ? lo 

P. Humph, Exceeding ill. 

Prince, Heard he the good news yet ? 
Tell it him. 

P. Humph. He altered much upon the 
hearing it. 

Prince. If he be sick with joy, he’ll 
recover without physic, 15 

War, Not so much noise, my lords. 
Sweet Prince, speak low ; 

The King your father is dispos’d to sleep. 

Cla. Let us withdraw into the other room. 

War. Wiirt please your Grace to go 
along with us ? 

Prince. No ; I will sit and watch here by 
the King. 

[Exeunt all but the Prince. 
Why doth the crown lie there upon his 
pillow, 21 

Being so troublesome a bedfellow ? 

O polish’d perturbation ! golden care! 
lliat keep’st the ports of slumber open wide 
To many a watchful night I Sleep with it 
now I 25 

Yet not so sound and half so deeply sweet 
As he whose brow with homely biggen 
bound 

Snores out the watch of night. O majesty ! 
When thou dost pinch thy bearer, thou 
dost sit 

Like a rich armour worn in heat of day 30 
That scald’st with safety. By his gates of 
breath 

Tliere lies a downy feather which stirs not. 
Did he suspire, that light and weightless 
down 

Perforce must move. My gracious lord! 

my father 1 34 

This sleep is sound indeed; this Is a sleep 
That from this golden rigol hath divorc’d 
So many English kings. Thy due from me 
Is tears and heavy sorrows of the blood i 
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Which nature, love, and filial tenderness, 
Shall, O dear father, pay thee plenteously. 
My due from thee is this imperial crown, 4* 
Which, as immediate from thy place and 
blood. 

Derives itself to me. [Putting on the crown] 
Lo where it sits— 

Which God shall guard ,* and put the 
world's whole strength 
Into one giant arm, it shall not force 45 
This lineal honour from me. This from thee 
Will 1 to mine leave as ’tis left to me. 

[Exit. 

King. Warwick! Gloucester! Clarence! 

Re-enter Warwick, Gloucester, 
Clarence. 

Cla. Doth the King call ? 

War. What would your Majesty? How 
fares your Grace ? 50 

King. Why did you leave me here alone, 
my lords ? 

Cla. We left the Prince my brother here, 
my liege. 

Who undertook to sit and watch by yon. 

King. "I he Prince of Wales ! Where is he? 
Let me see him. 

He is not here. 55 

War. This door is open ; he is gone this 
way. 

P, Humph. He came not through the 
chamber where we stay’d. 

King. Where is the crown ? Who took 
it from my pillow ? 

War. When we withdrew, my liege, we 
left it here. 

King. The Prince hath ta’en it hence. 
Go, seek him out. Co 

Is he so hasty that he doth suppose 
My sleep my death ? 

Find him, my Lord of Warwick ; chide him 
hither. [Exit Warwick, 

This part of his conjoins with my disease 
And helps to end me. Sec, sons, what 
things you arc ! 63 

How quickly nature falls into revolt 
When gold becomes her object! 

F\>r this the foolish over-careful fathers 
Have broke their sleep with thoughts, 
rheir brains with care, their bones with 
industry ; 70 

For this they have engrossed and pil’d up 
The cank’red heaps of strangc-achieved 
gold ; 

For this they have been thoughtful to invest 
Their sons with arts and martial exercises ; 
When, like the bee, tolling from every 
flower 75 

The virtuous sw'eets, 

Our thighs with wax, our mouths with 
honey pack’d. 

We bring it to the hive, and, like the bees. 
Are murd’red for our pains. Tliis bitter 
taste 
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Yields his engrossments to the ending 
father. to 

Re-enter Warwick. 

Now where is he that will not stay so long 
Till his friend sickness hath determin’d me? 

War. My lord, 1 found the Prince in the 
next room, 

Washing with kindly tears his gentle cheeks, 
With such a deep demeanour in great 
sorrow, 83 

That tyranny, which never quaff’d but 
blood. 

Would, by beholding him, have wash’d his 
knife 

With gentle eye-drops. He is coming 
hither. 

King. But wherefore did he take away 
the crown ? 

Re-enter Prince Henry. 

Lo where he comes. Come hither to me. 

Harry. yo 

Depart the chamber, leave us here alone. 

[Exeunt all hut the King and the 
Vrince. 

Prince. I never thought to hear you speak 
again. 

King. Thy wish was father, Harry, to 
that thought. 

1 stay too long by thee, I weary thee. 

Dost thou so hunger for mine empty chair 
That thou wilt needs invest thee with my 
honours 9(> 

Before thy hour be ripe ? O foolish youth ! 
Thou seek’st the greatness that will over¬ 
whelm thee. 

Stay but a little, for my cloud of dignity 
Is held from falling with so weak a wind 
That it will quickly drop ; my day is dim. 
Thou hast stol'n that which, after some 
few hours, 102 

Were thine without offence; and at my 
death 

Thou hast seal’d up my expectation. 

Thy life did manifest thou iov’dst me not, 
And thou wilt have me die assur’d of it. 
Thou hid’st a thousand daggers in thy 
thoughts, 107 

Which thou hast whetted on thy stony 
heart. 

To stab at half an hour of my life. 

What, canst thou not forbear me half an 
hour ? no 

Then get thee gone, and dig my grave 
thyself; 

And bid the merry bells ring to thine ear 
That thou art crowned, not that I am dead. 
Let all the tears that should bedew my 
hearse 

Be drops of balm to sanctify thy head ; 1x3 1 
Only compound me wdth forgotten dust; 
Give that which gave thee life unto the 
worms. 


Pluck down my officers, break my decrees; 
For now a time is come to mock at form— 
Harry the Fifth is crown’d. Up, vanity; 120 
Down, royal state. All you sage coun¬ 
sellors, hence. 

And to the English court assemble now, 
From every region, apes of idleness. 

Now, neigiibour confines, purge you of your 
scum. 

Have you a ruffian that will swear, drink, 
dance, 123 

Revel the night, rob, murder, and commit 
The oldest sins the newest kind of ways ? 
Be happy, he will trouble you no more, 
England shall double gild his treble guilt; 
England shall give him office, honour, 
might; 130 

For the fifth Harry from curb’d license 
plucks 

The muzzle of restraint, and the wild dog 
Shall flesh his tooth on every innocent. 

O my poor kingdom, sick with civil blows ! 
When that my care could not withhold thy 
riots, J35 

What wilt thou do when riot is thy care ? 

O, thou wilt be a wilderness again. 

Peopled with wolves, thy old inhabitants I 
Prince. O, pardon me, my liege \ But for 
my tears. 

The moist impediments unto my speech, 140 
I had forestall'd this dear and deep rebuke 
Ere you with grief had spoke and I had 
heard 

The course of it so far. There is your 
crown, 

And He that wears the crown immortally 
Long guard it yours ! IKneeling] If I affect 
it more 145 

Than as your honour and as your renown. 
Let me no more from this obedience rise. 
Which my most inward true and duteous 
spirit 

Tcachcth this prostrate and exterior bend- 
, ing I 14 V 

God witness with me, when I here came in 
And found no course of breath within your 
Majesty, 

How cold it struck my heart! If I do feign, 
O, let me in my present wildness die, 

And never live to show th’ incredulous 
world 

The noble change that I have purposed I 135 
Coming to look on you, thinking you 
dead— 

And dead almost, my liege, to think you 
were— 

I spake unto this crown as having sense. 
And thus upbraided it: * The care on thee 
depending 

Hath fed upon the body of my father ; ito 
Therefore thou best of gold art worst of 
gold. 

Other, less fine in carat, is more precious. 
Preserving life in med’eine potable; 


543 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH-^PART TWO 


But thou, most fine, most honour’d, most 
renown’d, 

Hast eat thy bearer up Tlius, my most 
royal liege, 

Accusing it, I put it on my head. 

To tr>^ with it—as with an enemy 
That had before my face murd'rcd my 
father— 

The quarrel of a true inheritor. 

But if it did infect my blood with joy, in 
Or swell my thoughts to any strain of 
pride; 

If any rebel or vain spirit of mine 
Did with the least adection of a welcome 
Give entertainment to the might of it. 

Let God for ever keep it from my head, 175 
And make me as the poorest vassal is. 
That doth with awe and terror kneel to it! 

King. O my son, 

God put it in thy mind to take it hence. 
That thou mightst win the more thy 
father’s love, 

Pleading so wisely in excuse of it 1 
Come hither, Harry; sit thou by my bed. 
And hear, I think, the v'ery latest counsel 
That ever I shall breatlie. God knows, rny 
son, 

By what by-paths and indirect crook’d 
ways 

I met this crown ; and I myself know well 
How troublesome it sat upon my head: 

To thee it shall descend with better quiet, 
Better opinion, better confirmation ; 

For all the soil of the achievement goes 
With me into the earth. It seem’d in me 
But as an honour snatch’d with boist'rous 
hand; 

And I had many living to upbraid 
My gain of it by their assistances ; 

Which daily grew to quarrel and to blood¬ 
shed, i'>5 

Wounding supposed peace. All these bolu 
fears 

Thou seest with peril I have answered ; 

For all my reign hath been but as a scene 
Acting that argument. And now my death 
Changes the mood ; for what in roe was 
purchas'd 200 

Falls upon thee in a more fairer sort; 

So thou the garland wcar’st successively. 
Yet, though thou stand’st more sure than 
I could do, 

Thou art not firm enough, since griefs are 
green ; 

And all my friends, which thou must make 
thv friends, 20s 

Have but their stings and teeth newly ta'en 
out; 

By whose fell working I was first advanc’d. 
And by whose power I well might lodge a 
fear 

To be again displaced ; which to avoid, 

1 cut them off; and had a purpose now 210 
To lead out many to the Holy Land, 
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Lest rest and lying still might make them 
look 

Too near unto my state. Therefore, my 
Harry, 

Be it thy course to busy giddy minds 
With foreign quarrels, that action, hence 
borne out, 215 

May waste the memory of the former days. 
More would 1, but my lungs arc wasted so 
That strength of speech is utterly denied 
me. 

How I came by the crown, O God, forgive ; 
And grant it may with thee in true peace 
live I 220 

Prince. My gracious liege. 

You won it, wore it, kept it, gave it me ; 
riien plain and right must my possession 
be ; 

Which I with more than with a common 
pain 

’Gainst all the world will rightfully main¬ 
tain. 2:5 

Enter Prince John or Lancaster, War¬ 
wick, Lords, and Others. 

King. Look, look, here comes my John 
of Lancaster. 

P. John. Health, peace, and happiness, to 
my royal father I 

King, Thou bring’st me happiness and 
peace, son John ; 

But health, alack, with youthful wings is 
flowm 

From this bare wither’d trunk. Upon thy 
sight 230 

My w'orldly btisiness makes a peried. 

Where is my Lord of Warwick ? 

Prince. My Lord cf Warwick ! 

King. Doth any name particular hclorg 
Unto the lodging where 1 first did swoon ? 

War. ’Tis call’d Jerusalem, my noble 
lord. 233 

King. Laud be to God I Even there my 
life must end. 

It hath been prophesied to me many years, 
I should not die but in Jerusalem ; 

Which vainly 1 suppos’d the Holy Land. 
But bear me to that chamber; there I’ll 
lie; 240 

In that Jerusalem shall Harry die. [Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Gloucestershire. Shallow*s house. 

Enter Shallow, Falstaff, Bardolph, and 
Page. 

Shal. By cock and pie, sir, you .shall not 
away to-night. What, Davy, 1 say I 

Fal. You must excuse me, Master Robert 
Shallow. 

Shal. I will not excuse you; you shall 
not be excus'd; excuses shall not be 
admitted ; there is no excuse shall serve ; 
you shall not be excus’d. Why, Davy I 6 
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Enter Davy. 

Davy* Here, sir. 

Shah Davy, Davy, Davy, Davy ; let me 
see, Davy; let me sec, Davy; let me sec— 
yea, mar^% William cook, bid him come 
hither. Sir John, you shall not be excus'd. 

Davy. Marry, sir, thus : those precepts 
cannot be served ; and, again, sir—shall 
we sow the headland with wheat ? 14 

Shah With red wheat, Davy. But fr 
William cook—are there no young pigeons ? 

Davy. Yes, sir. Here is now the smith’s 
note for shoeing and plough-irons. 

Shah Let it be cast, and paid. Sir John, 
you shall not be excused. 20 

Davy. Now, sir, a new' link to the bucket 
must needs be had ; and, sir, do you mean 
to stop any of William's wages about the 
sack he lost the other day at Hincklev fair ? 

Shah 'A shall answer it. Some pigeons, 
Davy, a couple of short-legg’d hens, a joint 
of mutton, and any pretty little tiny kick¬ 
shaws, tell William cook. 

Davy. Doth the man of war stay all 
night, sir ? 

Shah Yea, Davy ; I will use him well. A 
friend i’ th’ court is better than a penny 
in purse. Use his men well, Davy ; for 
they are arrant knaves and will backbite. 

Davy. No worse than they are back¬ 
bitten, sir; for they have marvellous foul 
linen. 34 

Shah Well conceited, Davy—about thy 
business, Davy. 

Davy. 1 beseech you, sir, to countenance 
William Visor of Woncot against Clement 
Perkes o' th* hill. 

Shah There is many complaints, Da\T* 
against that Visor. That Visor is an arrant 
knave, on my knowledge. 30 

Davy. I grant your worship that he is a 
knave, sir ; but yet God forbid, sir, but a 
knave should have some countenance at his 
friend's request. An honest man, sir, is able 
to speak for himself, when a knave is not. 
I have serv’d your worship truly, sir, this 
eight years ; an I cannot once or twice in 
a quarter bear out a knave against an 
honest man, I have but a very little credit 
with your worship. The knave is mine 
honest friend, sir ; therefore, I beseech you, 
let him be countenanc'd. 40 

Shah Go to ; 1 say he shall have no 
wrong. Look about, Davy. [Exit Davy] 
Where arc you, Sir John ? Come, come, 
come, off with your boots. Give me your 
band. Master Bardolph. 

Bard. I am glad to sec your worship. 54 

Shah I thank thee with all my heart, 
kind Master Bardolph. [To the Page] And 
welcome, my tall fellow. Come, Sir John. 

Fal. I'll follow you, good Master Robert 
Shallow. [Exit Shallow] Bardolph, look to 
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our horses. [Exeunt Bardolph and Page] If 
I were sawed into quantities, I should make 
four dozen of such bearded hermits’ staves 
as Master Shallow. It is a wonderful thing 
to sec the semblable coherence of his men’s 
spirits and his. They, by observing of him, 
do bear themselves like foolish justices : he, 
by conversing with them, is turned into a 
justice-like serving-man. Their spir ts are 
so married in conjunction with the partici¬ 
pation of society that they flock together 
in consent, like so many wild geese. If I 
had a Suit to Master Shallow, I would 
humour his men with the imputation of 
being near their master; if to his men, I 
would curry with Master Shallow that no 
man could better command his servants. It 
is certain that either wise bearing or 
ignorant carriage is caught, as men take 
diseases, one of another ; therefore let men 
take heed of their company. 1 will devdse 
matter enough out of this Shallow to keep 
Prince Harry in continual laughter the 
wearing out of six fashions, which is four 
terms, or two actions ; and 'a shrll laugh 
without intervallums. O, it is much that 
a lie with a slight oath, and a jest with a 
sad brow, will do with a fellow that never 
had the ache in his shoulders ! O, you shall 
sec him laugh till his face be like a wet 
cloak ill laid up ! 82 

Shah [Within] Sir John 1 

Fah 1 come. Master Shallow; I come, 
Master Shallow. (Exit. 

Scene II. Westminster. The palace. 

Enter, severally, Warwick and the Lord 
Chief Justice. 

War. How now, my Lord Chief Justice ; 
whither away ? 

Ch. Just. How doth the King ? 

War. Exceeding well; his cares are now 
all ended. 

Ch. Just. I hope, not dead. 

War. He’s walk’d the way of nature; 
And to our purposes he lives no more. 5 

Ch. Just. I would his Majesty had call'd 
me with him. 

The service that I truly did his life 
Hath left me open to all injuries. 

War. Indeed I think the young King 
loves you not. 

Ch. Just. I know he doth not, and do arm 
myself 

To welcome the condition of the time, n 
Which cannot look more hideously upon me 
Than I have drawn it in my fantasy. 

Enter Lancaster, Clarence, Gloucester, 
Westmoreland, and Others. 

War. Here come the heavy issue of dead 
Harry. 

O that the living Harry had the temper xs 
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Of he, the worst of these three gentlemen ! 
How many nobles then should hold their 
places 

That must strike sail to spirits of vile sort! 

Ch, Just O God, I fear all will be over¬ 
turn'd. 

P. John. Good morrow, cousin Warwick, 
good morrow. 

^j^“*jGood morrow, cousin. 

P. John. We meet like men that had 
forgot to speak. 

War. We do remember; but our argu¬ 
ment 

Is all too heavy to admit much talk. 

P. John. Well, peace be uith him that 
hath made us heavy ! 2? 

Ch. Just. Peace be with us, lest we be 
heavier! 

P. Humph. O, good my lord, you have 
lost a friend indeed ; 

And I dare swear you borrow not that face 
Of seeming sorrow—it is sure your owm. 

P. John. Though no man be assur’d what 
grace to find, 30 

You stand in coldest expectation. 

I am the sorrier; would 'twere otherwise. 

Cla. Well, you must now speak Sir John 
Falstaff fair; 

Which swims against your stream of 
quality. 

Ch. Just. Sweet Princes, what I did, I did 
in honour, 3 s 

Led by th' impartial conduct of my soul; 
And never shall you see that 1 will beg 
A ragged and forestall'd remission. 

If truth and upright innocency fail me, 

I'll to the King my master that is dead, 
And tell him who hath sent me after him. 

War. Here comes the Prince. 

Enter King Henry the Fifth, attended. 

Ch. Just. Good morrow, and God save 
your Majesty! 

King. This new and gorgeous garment, 
majesty, 

Sits not so easy on me as you think. 45 
Brothers, you mix your sadness with some 
fear. 

This is the English, not the Turkish court; 
Not Amurath an Amurath succeeds. 

But Harry Harry. Yet be sad, good 
brothers. 

For, by my faith, it very well becomes you. 
Sorrow so royally in you appears 5^ 

That I will deeply put the fashion on. 

And w^ar it in my heart. Why, then, be 
sad; 

But entertain no more of it, good brothers. 
Than a joint burden laid upon us all. 55 
For me, by heaven, I bid you be assur’d, 
I’U be your father and your brother too; 
Let me but bear your love, ru bear your 
cares. i 
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Yet weep that Harry’s dead, and so will I; 
But Harry lives that shall convert those 
tears 00 

By number into hours of happiness. 

Brothers. We hope no otherwise from 
your Majesty. 

King. You all look strangely on me; and 
you most. 

You are, I think, assur'd 1 love you not. 

Ch. Just. I am assur'd, if I be measur'd 
rightly, <5 

Your Majesty hath no just cause to hate me. 

King. No ? 

How might a prince of my great hopes 
forget 

So great intlignities you laid upon me ? 
What, rate, rebuke, and roughly send to 
prison, 70 

Th’ immediate heir of England ! Was this 
easy ? 

May this be wash’d in Lethe and forgotten ? 

Ch. Just. 1 th:‘n did use the person of 
your father; 

The image of his power lay then in me; 
And in th’ administration of his law, 75 
WTiilcs 1 was busy for the commonwealth, 
Your Highness pleased to forget my place, 
The majesty and power of law and justice, 
I’he image of the King whom 1 presented. 
And struck me in my very seat of judg¬ 
ment ; so 

Whereon, as an offender to your father, 

1 gave bold way to my authority 
And did commit you. If the deed were ill, 
Be you contented, wearing now the garland. 
To have a son set your decrees at nought, .“5 
To pluck down justice from your awful 
bench, 

To trip the course of law, and blunt the 
sword 

That guards the peace and safety of your 
person ; 

Nay, more, to spurn at your most royal 
image, 

And mock your workings in a second body. 
Question your royal thoughts, make the 
case yours; 91 

Be now the father, and propose a son ; 
Hear your own dignity so much profan’d. 
See your most dreadful laws so loosely 
slighted, 

Behold yourself so by a son disdain'd ; 95 

And then imagine me taking your part 
And, in your power, soft silencing your son. 
After this cold considerance, sentence me; 
And, as you are a king, speak in your state 
What I have done that misbecame my 
place, 100 

My person, or my liege's sovereignty. 

King. You are right, Justice, and you 
weigh this weU; 

Therefore still bear the balance and the 
sword; 

And 1 do wish your honours may increase 
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Till you do live to see a son of mine 
Offend you, and obey you, as I did. 

So shall I live to speak my father’s words : 
‘ Happy am 1 that have a man so bold 
That dares do justice on my proper son ; 
And not less happy, having such a son u 
That would deliver up his greatness so 
Into the hands of justice You did commit 
me; 

For which I do commit into your hand 
Th’ unstained sword that you have us'd to 
bear; 

With this remembrance—that you use the 
same 

With the like bold, just, and impartial 
spirit 

As you have done 'gainst me. There is my 
hand. 

You shall be as a father to my youth ; 

My voice shall sound as you do prompt 
mine ear ; 

And I will stoop and humble my intents 
To your well-practis’d wise directions. 

And, Princes all, believe me, I beseech you. 
My father is gone wild into his grave. 

For in his tomb lie my affections ; 

And with his spirits sadly I survive, j 
T o mock the expectation of the world, 

To frustrate prophecies, and to raze out 
Rotten opinion, who hath writ me down 
After my seeming. The tide of blood in me 
Hath proudly flow'd in vanity till now. 130 
Now doth it turn and ebb back to the sea. 
Where it shall mingle with the state of 
floods, 

And flow henceforth in formal majesty. 
Now call we our high court of parliament; 
And let us choose such limbs of noble 
counsel, J35 

That the great body of our state may go 
In equal rank with the best govern’d 
nation; 

That war, or peace, or both at once, may be 
As things acquainted and familiar to us ; 

In which you, father, shall have foremost 
hand. 140 

Our coronation done, we will accite, 

As I before rememb’red, all our state; 
And—God consigning to my good intents— 
No prince nor peer shall have just cause to 
say, 144 

God shorten Harry's happy life one day. 

[Exewni. 

Scene III. Gloucestershire* Shallcw*s 
orchard. 

Enter Falstaff, Shallow, Silence, Bar- 
DOLPH, the Page, and Davy. 

Slial Nay, you shall see my orchard, 
where, in an arbour, we will eat a last 
year's pippin of mine own grafiing, with a 
dish of caraways, and so forth. Come, 
cousin Silence. And then to bed. 


Fal. Fore God, you have here a goodly 
dwelling and rich. 6 

Shal. Barren, barren, barren; beggars 
all, beggars all. Sir John—marry, good air. 
Spread, Davy, spread, Davy; well said, 
Davy. 9 

Fal. This Davy serves you for good uses ; 
he is your serving-man and your husband. 

Shal. A good varlet, a good varlct, a very 
good varlet, Sir John, By the mass, I have 
drunk too much sack at supper. A good 
varlet. Now sit down, now sit down ; come, 
cousin. X5 

Sil. Ah, sirrah! quoth-a—we shall 

[SnigiHg. 

Do nothing but eat and make good cheer. 
And praise God for the merry year; 

When flesh is cheap and females dear. 

And lusty lads roam here and there, 20 
So merrily, 

And ever among so merrily. 

Fal. There's a merry heart! Good 
Master Silence, I’ll give you a health for 
that anon. 

Shal. Give Master Bardolph some wine, 
Davy. 25 

Daiy. Sweet sir, sit; I'll be with you 
anon ; most sweet sir, sit. Master Page, 
good Master Page, sit. Proface ! What you 
want in meat, we’ll have in drink. But you 
must bear ; the heart's all. [Exit. 

Shal. Be merry, Master Bardolph ; and, 
my little soldier there, be merry. 3* 

Sil. [Singing] 

Be merry, be merry, my wife has all; 

For women arc shrews, both short and tall; 
'Tis merry in hall when beards wag all; 

And welcome merry Shrove-tidc. 35 
Be merry, be merry. 

Fal. I did not think Master Silence had 
been a man of this mettle. 

Sil. Who, I ? I have been merry twice 
and once ere now. 4^> 

Re-enter Davy. 

Davy. [To Bardolph] There's a dish of 
leather-coats for you. 

Shal. Davy 1 

Davy. Your workship I I'll be with you 
straight. |To Bardolph] A cup of wine, sir ? 
Sil. [Singing] 

A cup of wine that’s brisk and fine, 45 
And drink unto the leman mine; 

And a merry heart lives long-a, 

Fal. Well said, Master Silence. 

Sil. An we shall be merry, now comes in 
the sweet o' th' night. 50 

Fal. Health and long life to you. Master 
Silence 1 
Sil. [Singing] 

Fill the cup, and let it come. 

I’ll pledge you a mile to th' bottom. 

ShaL Honest Bardolph, welcome; if 
thou want'st anything and wilt not call, 
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beshrew thy heart. Welcome, my little 
tiny thief and welcome indeed too. Til 
drink to Master Bardolph, and to all the 
cabileros about London. 58 

Davy. 1 hope to see London once ere I die. 
Bard. An I might see you there, Davy! 
Shal. By the mass, you’ll crack a quart 
together—ha ! will you not. Master Bar¬ 
dolph ? 

Bard. Yea, sir, in a pottle-pot. 

Shal. By God’s liggens, I thank thee. 
The knave will stick by thee, I can assure 
thee that. 'A will not out, *a; ’tis true 
bred. 

Bard. And I’ll stick by him, sir. <^7 
Shal. Why, there spoke a king. Lack 
nothing; be merry. [One knocks at door] 
Look who’s at door there, ho! Who 
knocks ? {Exit Davy. 

Fal. [To Silence, who has drunk a bumper] 
Why, now you have done me right. 

Sil. [Singing] Do me right. 

And dub me knight. 
Samingo. 

Is’t not so ? 75 

Fal. ’ ris so. 

Sil. Is’t so ? Why then, say an old man 
can do somewhat. 

Re-enter Davy. 

Davy. An’t please your worship, there’s 
one Pistol come from the court with news. 
Fal. From the court ? Let him come in. 

Enter Pistol. 

How now. Pistol ? 

Pist. Sir John, God save you I 83 

Fal. What wind blew you hither. Pistol ? 
Pist. Not the ill wind which blows no man 
to good. Sweet knight, thou art now one of 
the greatest men in this realm. 

SiL By’r lady, I think 'a be, but goodman 
Puff of Barson. 

Pist. Puff I 00 

Puff in thy teeth, most recreant coward 
base! 

Sir John, 1 am thy Pistol and thy friend. 
And helter-skelter have I rode to thee ; 
And tidings do I bring, and lucky joys, m 
A nd golden times, and happy news of price. 

Fal. 1 pray thee now, deliver them like a 
man of this world. 

Pist. A foiTtra for the world and world¬ 
lings base! 

I speak of Africa and golden joys. 

Fal. O base Assyrian knight, what is thy 
news ? 100 

Let King Cophetua know the truth thereof, 
Sil. [Singing] And Robin Hood, Scarlet, 
and John. 

Pist. Shall dunghill curs confront the 
Helicons ? 

And shall good news be baffled ? 

Then, Pistol, lay thy head in Furies’ lap. 105 


Shal. Honest gentleman, 1 know not your 
breeding. 

Pist. Why, then, lament therefore. 

Shal. Give me pardon, sir. If, sir, you 
come with news from the court, I take it 
there’s but two way^s—either to utter them 
or conceal them. I am, sir, under the King, 
in some authority. nn 

Pist. Under which king, Bezonian ? 
Speak, or die. 

Sluil. Under King Harry. 

Pist. Harry the Fourth—or Fifth ? 

Shal. Harry the Fourth. 

Pist. A foutra for thine office! 

Sir John, thy tender lambkin now is King ; 
Harry the Fifth's the man. I speak the 
truth. 116 

When Pistol lies, do this ; and fig me, like 
the bragging Spaniard. 

Fal. What, is the old king dead ? 

Pist. As nail in door. The things I speak 
are just. 120 

Fal. Away, Bardolph! saddle my horse. 

.Master Robert Shallow, choose what office 
thou wilt in the land, ’tis thine. Pistol, 1 
will double-charge thee with dignities. 

Bard. O joyful day I 125 

I would not take a knighthood for my 

fortune. 

Pist. What, I do bring good news ? 

Fal. Carry Master Silence to bed. Master 
Shallow, my Lord Shallow, be what thou 
wilt —1 am Fortune’s steward. Get on thy 
boots ; we’ll ride all night. O sweet Pistol! 
Away, Bardolph ! (Exit Bardolph] Come, 
Pistol, utter more to me; and withal 
devise something to do thyself good. Boot, 
boot. Master Shallow! 1 know the young 
King is sick for me. Let us take any man’s 
horses: the laws of England are at my 
commandment. Blessed are they that have 
been my friends; and woe to my Lord 

Chief Justice! 137 

Pist. Let vultures vile seize on his lungs 
also! 

’ Where is the life that late I led ?' say 
they. 

Why, here it is; welcome these pleasant 

days! [Exeunt, 

Scene IV. London. A street. 

Enter Beadles, dragging in Hostess 
Quickly and Doll Tearsheet. 

Host. No, thou arrant knave ; I would to 
God that I might die, that I might have 
thee bang’d. Thou hast drawn my shoulder 
out of joint. 

1 Bead. The constables have delivered 
her over to me; and she shall have 
whipping-cheer enough, 1 warrant her. 
There hath been a man or two lately kill’d 
about her. 7 

Doll. Nut-hook, nut-hook, you lie* Come 
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on ; I’ll tell thee what, thou damn’d tripe- 
visiig’d rascal, an the child I now go with 
do miscarry, thou wert better thou hadst 
struck thy mother, thou paper-fac’d 
villain. 

Host O the Lord, that Sir John were 
come! He would make this a bloody day to 
somebody. But I pray God the fruit of her 
womb miscarry ! ii 

1 Bead. If it do, you shall have a dozen 
of cushions again ; you have but eleven 
now. Come, I charge you both go with me ; 
for the man is dead that you and Pistol 
beat amongst you. i; 

Doll, I’ll tell you what, you thin man in 
a censer, I will have you as soundly swing’d 
for this—you blue-bottle rogue, you filthy 
famish’d corrcctioner, if you be not 
swing’d. I’ll forswear half-kirtles. 

1 Bead, Come, come, you she knight- 
errant, come. 

Host, O God, that right should thus over¬ 
come might 1 Well, of sufferance comes 
ease. 25 

Doll. Come, you rogue, come ; bring me 
to a justice. 

Hosi. Ay. come, you starv’d bloodhound. 
Doll. Goodman death, goodman bones! 
Host, Thou atomy, thou ! 

Doll. Come, you thin thing! come, you 
rascal! 30 

1 Bead. Very well. lExeunt. 

Scene V. Westminster. Near the Abbey. 

Enter Grooms, strewing rushes. 

1 Groom. More rushes, more rushes ! 

2 Groom. The trumpets have sounded 
twice. 

3 Groom. ’Twill be two o’clock ere they 

come from the coronation. Dispatch, 
dispatch. [Exeunt. 

Trumpets sound, and the King and his Train 
pass over the stage. After them enter: 
Falstaff, Shallow^ Pistol, Bardolph, 
and Page. 

Fol. Stand here by me. Master Robert 
Shallow; 1 will make the King do you 
grace, 1 will leer upon him, as ’a comes by ; 
and do but mark the countenance that he 
will give me. 

Pisi. God bless thy lungs, good knight ! <> 
Fal. Come here. Pistol; stand behind 
me. [To Shallow] O, if I had had time to 
have made new liveries, 1 would have 
bestowed the thousand pound 1 borrowed 
of you. But ’tis no matter ; this poor show 
doth better ; this doth infer the zeal I had 
to see him. 

Shal. It doth so. is 

Fal. It shows my earnestness of affec¬ 
tion— 

Shal. It doth so. 


Fal. My devotion— 

Shal. It doth, it doth, it doth. 19 

Fal. As it were, to ride day and night; 
and not to deliberate, not to remember, not 
to have patience to shift me— 

Shal. It is best, certain. 23 

Fal. But to stand stained with travel, 
and sweating with desire to see him; 
thinking of nothing else, putting all affairs 
else in oblivion, as if there were nothing 
else to be done but to see him. 

Pist. 'Tis ‘ semper idem ’ for ‘ obsque hoc 
nihil est ’. 'Tis all in every part. 

Shal. 'Tis so, indeed. 30 

Pist. My knight, I will inflame thy noble 
liver 

And make thee rage. 

Thy Doll, and Helen of thy noble thoughts, 
Is in base durance and contagious prison ; 
Hal’d thither 35 

By most mechanical and dirty hand. 
Rouse up revenge from ebon den with fell 
Alecto’s snake. 

For Doll is in. Pistol speaks nought but 
truth. 

Fal. I will deliver her. 39 

[Shouts within, and the trumpets sound. 
Pist. There roar’d the sea, and trumpet- 
clangor sounds. 

Enter the King and his Train, the Lord 
Chief Justice among them. 

Fal. God save thy Grace, King Hal; my 
royal Hal I 

Pist. The heavens thee guard and keep, 
most royal imp of fame I 

Fal. God save thee, my sweet boy ! 44 

King. My Lord Chief Justice, speak to 
that vain man. 

Ch. Just. Have you your wits ? Knew 
you what ’tis you speak ? 

Fal. My king! my Jove! I speak to the*, 
my heart I 

King. I know thee not, old man. Fall to 
thy prayers. 48 

How ill white hairs become a fool and jester! 
1 have long dreamt of such a kind of man. 
So surfeit-swell'd, so old, and so profane; 
But, being awak’d, 1 do despise my dream. 
Make less thy body hence, and more thy 
grace; 

Leave gormandizing ; know the grave doth 
gape 54 

For thee thrice wider than for other men— 
Reply not to me with a fool-born jest; 
Presume not that 1 am the thing 1 was, 
P'or God doth know, so shall the world 
perceive, 

That I have turn’d away my former self; 
So will 1 those that kept me company, to 
When thou dost hear I am as 1 have been. 
Approach me, and thou shalt be as thou 
wast. 

The tutor and the feeder of my riots. 
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Till then I banish thee, on pain of death, 04 
As I have done the rest of my misleaders. 
Not to come near onr person by ten mile. 
For competence of life I will allow you, 
That lack of means enforce you not to 
evils; 

And, as we hear you do reform yourselves. 
We will, according to your strengths and 
qualities, 

Give you advancement. Be it your charge, 
my lord. 

To see perf^t^rm’d the tenour of our word. 
Set on. [Exeunt the King and his train. 

FaL Master Shallow, 1 owe you a 
thousand pound. 71 

Shal. Yea, marry. Sir John; which I 
beseech you to let me have home with me. 

Fal. That can hardly be, Master Shallow. 
Do not you grieve at this ; 1 shall be sent 
for in private to him. Look you, he must 
seem thus to the world. Fear not your 
advancements ; I will be the man yet that 
shall make you great. m 

Shal. 1 cannot perceive how, unless 
you give me your doublet, and stuff me 
out with straw. I beseech you, good Sir 
John, let me have live hundred of my 
thousand. t>.s 

Fal. Sir, I will be as good as my word. 
This that you heard was but a colour. 

Shal. A colour that I fear you will die in. 
Sir John. 

Fal. Fear no colours; go with me to 
dinner. Come, Lieutenant Pistol; come. 
Bardolph. I shall be sent for soon at night. 

Re-enter Princk John, the Lord Chief 
Justice, with Officers. 

C/i. Just. Go, carry Sir John Falstaff to 
the Fleet; 92 

Take all his company along with him. 

Fal. My lord, my lord— 

Cli. Just, I cannot now speak. I will hear 
you soon. 

Take them away. 96 

Pist. Si fortuna me tormenta, spero me 
contenta. 

lE.xeunt all hut Prince John and 
the Lord Chief Justice. 

P. John. 1 like this fair proceeding of the 
King’s. 

He hath intent his wonted followers 
Shall all be very well provided for ; locj 

But aU are banish'd till their conversations 
Appear more wise and modest to the world. 
Ch. Just. And so they are. 


P. John. The King hath call’d his parlia¬ 
ment, my lord. 

Ch. Just. He hath. 105 

P. John. I will lay odds that, ere this 
year expire, 

We bear our civil swords and native fire 
As far as France. 1 heard a bird so sing. 
Whose music, to my thinking, pleas’d the 
King. 

Come, will you hence ? [Exeunt. 

EPILOGUE 

First my fear, then my curtsy, last my 
speech. My fear, is your displeasure ; my 
curtsy, my duty ; and my speech, to beg 
your pardons. If you look f^or a good speech 
now, you undo me ; for what I have to say 
is of mine own making ; and what, indeed, 
[ should say will, 1 doubt, prove mine own 
marring. But to the purpose, and so to the 
venture. Be it known to you, as it is very 
well, 1 was lately here in the end of a 
displeasing play, to pray your patience for 
it and to promise you a better. I meant, 
indeed, to pay you with this ; which if 
like an ill venture it come unluckily home, 
I break, and you, my gentle creditors, lose. 
Here I promis’d you 1 would be, and here 
[ commit my body to your mercies. Bate 
me some, and I will pay you some, and, as 
most debtors do, promise you infinitely; 
and so I kneel down before you—but, 
indeed, to pray for the Queen. 16 

If my tongue cannot entreat you to 
acquit me, will you command me to use my 
legs ? And yet that were but light payment 
—to dance out of your debt. But a good 
conscience will make any possible satisfac¬ 
tion, and so would I. All the gentlewomen 
here have forgiven me. If the gentlemen 
will not, then the gentlemen do not agree 
with the gentlewomen, which was never 
seen before in such an assembly. 24 

One word more, I beseech you. If you 
be not too much cloy’d with fat meat, our 
humble author will continue the story, 
with Sir John in it, and make you merry 
with fair Katharine of France ; where, for 
anything I know, Falstaff shall die of a 
sweat, unless already 'a be kill’d with your 
hard opinions; for Oldcastle died a 
martyr and this is not the man. My 
tongue is weary ; when my legs are too, I 
will bid you good night. 33 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAi 


Chorus. 

King Henry the Fifth. 

Duke of C-loucester, \ brothers to the 
Duke of Bedford, J King, 

Duke of Exeter, unde to the K ing. 

Duke of York, cousin to the King. 

Earl of Salisbury. 

Earl of Westmoreland. 

Earl of Warwick. 

Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Bishop of Ely. 

Earl OF Cambridge, i • j 

Lord Scroop, conspirators against 

Sir Thomas Grey, j 
Sir Thomas Erpingham, 

Gower, o' „ ' ji. 

Vlvhllhn. 

Macmorris, 

Jamy, 

Bates, 

Court, 

Williams, I sAdiers in the 
Nym, j King's army, 

Bardolph, 

Pistol, 


king's army. 


French lords. 


Boy. 

A Herald. 

CiiARLF:s THE SIXTH, King of France, 
Lewis, the Dauphin, 

Duke of Burgundy. 

Duke of Orleans. 

Duke of Britaine. 

Duke of Bourbon. 

The Constable of France. 

Kambures, \ j;. 

Grandpfe, j ^ ' 

Governor of Harfleur. 

Montjoy, a French herald. 

Ambassadors to the King of England. 

ISABFx, Queen of France. 

Katferinf, daughter to Charles and Isabel. 
Alice:, a lady attending her. 

Hostess of the Boar's Head, Eastchcap ; 
formerly Mrs. Quickly, now married 
to Pistol. 

Lords, Ladies, Officers, Soldiers, Messengers, 
Attendants. 


The Scene : Englatid and France, 


PROLOGUE 
Enter Chorus. 

C/tor. O for a Muse of lire, that would 
ascend 

The brightest heaven of invention, 

A kingdom for a stage, princes to act. 

And monarchs to beliold the swelling scene! 
'Then should the warlike Harry, like him¬ 
self, 5 

Assume the port of Mars ; and at his heels, 
Leash’d in like hounds, should famine, 
sword, and fire, 

Crouch for employment. But pardon, 
gentles all. 

The flat unraised spirits that hath dar’d 
On this unworthy scaffold to bring forth lo 
So great an object. Can tills cockpit hold 
The vasty fields of France ? Or may we 
cram 

Within this wooden O the very casques 
I’hat did affright the air at Agincourt ? 

O, pardon I since a crooked figure may i s 
Attest in little place a million; 

And let us, ciphers to this great accompt. 
On your imaginary forces work. 

Suppose witMn the girdle of these walls 19 
Are now confin’d two mighty monarchies, 
Whose high upreared and abutting fronts 


The perilous narrow ocean parts asunder. 

Piece out our imperfections with your 
thoughts: 

Into a thousand parts divide one man. 

And make imaginary puissance ; ?5 

Think, when we talk of horses, that you see 
them 

Printing their proud hoofs i’ th* receiving 
earth; 

For 'tis your thoughts that now must deck 
our kings, 

Carry them here and there, jumping o’er 
times, 29 

Turning th’ accomplishment of many years 

Into an hour-glass ; for the which supply, 

Admit me Chorus to this history ; 

Who, prologue-like, your humble patience 
pray 

Gently to hear, kindly to judge, our play. 

IHxiL 

ACT ONE 

Scene I. London. An ante-chamber in the 
King's palace. 

Enter the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the Bishop of Ely. 

Canf. My lord. I’ll tell you; that self 
bill is urg’d 
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Which in th’ eleventh year of the last king*s 
reign 

Was like, and had indeed against us pass’d 
But that the scambling and unquiet time 
Did push it out of farther question. 

Ely, But how, my lord, shall we resist 
it now ? 

Cant, It must be thought on. If it pass 
against us. 

We lose the better half of our possession 
For all the temporal lands which men 
devout 

By testament have given to the church 
Would they strip from us; being valu'd 
thus— 

As much as would maintain, to the King’s 
honour, 

Full fifteen earls and fifteen hundred 
knights, 

Six thousand and two hundred good 
esquires ; 

And, to relief of lazars and weak age, 

Of indigent faint souls, past corporal toil, 
A hundred alms-houses right well supplied ; 
And to the colters of the King, beside, 

A thousand pounds by th’ year; thus runs 
the bill. 

Ely, This would drink deep. 

Cant, ’Twotild drink the cup and all. 

Ely, But what prevention ? 

Cant, The King is full of grace and fair 
regard. 

Ely, And a true lover of the holy Church. 

Cant, The courses of his youth promis’d 
it not. 

The breath no sooner left his father’s body 
But that his wildness, mortified in him, 2 
Seem'd to die too; yea, at that very 
moment. 

Consideration like an angel came 
And whipp’d th' offending Adam out of 
him, 

Leaving his body as a paradise 3 > 

T' envelop and contain celestial spirits. 
Never was such a sudden scholar made ; 
Never came reformation in a flood, 

With such a heady currance, scouring 
faults; 

Nor never Hydra-headed wilfulness 3*. 
So soon did lose his seat, and all at once. 

As in this king. 

Ely, We are blessed in the change. 

Cant, Hear him but reason in divinity. 
And, all-admiring, with an inward wish 
You would desire the King were made a 
prelate; 40 

Hear him debate of commonwealth affairs. 
You would say it hath been all in all his 
study; 

List his discourse of war, and you shall 
hear 

A fearful battle rend'red you in music. 
Turn him to any cause of policy, 45 

The Gordian knot of it he will unloose, 


Familiar as his garter; that, when he 
speaks. 

The air, a charter’d libertine, is still. 

And the mute wonder lurketh in men's 
ears 

To steal his sweet and honey'd sentences ; 
So that the art and practic part of life 51 
Must be the mistress to this theoric; 
Which is a wonder how his Grace should 
glean it. 

Since his addiction was to courses vain. 

His companies unletter’d, rude, and shallow, 
His hours fill’d up with riots, banquets, 
sports; 50 

And never noted in him any study. 

Any retirement, any sequestration 
From open haunts and popularity. 

Ely, The strawberry grows underneath 
the nettle, Oo 

And wholesome berries thrive and ripen 
best 

Neighbour’d by fruit of baser quality ; 
And so the Prince obscur’d his contempla¬ 
tion 

Under the veil of wildness; which, no 
doubt. 

Grew like the summer grass, fastest by 
night, 65 

Unseen, yet crescive in his faculty. 

Cant, It must be so; for miracles are 
ceas'd ; 

And therefore we must needs admit the 
means 

How things arc perfected. 

Ely, But, my good lord, 

How' now for mitigation of this bill yo 
Urg’d by the Commons ? Doth his Majesty 
Incline to it, or no ? 

Cant, He seems indifferent; 

Or rather swaying more upon our part 
Than cherishing th’ exhibiters against us; 
For I have made an ofler to his Majesty— 
Upon our spiritual convocation 76 

And in regard of causes now in hand, 
Which 1 have open’d to his Grace at large, 
As touching France—to give a greater sum 
ITian ever at one time the clergy yet bo 
Did to his predecessors part withal. 

Ely, How did this offer seem receiv'd, 
my lord ? 

Cant, With good acceptance of his 
Majesty; 

Save that there was not time enough to 
hear. 

As I perceiv'd his Grace would fain have 
done, 89 

The sevcrals and unhidden passages 
Of his true titles to some certain dukedoms, 
And generally to the crown and seat of 
France, 

Deriv'd from Edward, his great-grand¬ 
father. 

Ely, What was th' impediment that broke 
this oS? go 
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Cant. The French ambassador upon that 
instant 

Crav'd audience; and the hour, 1 think, 
is come 

To give him iiearing: is it four o'clock ? 

Ely* It is. 

Cant. Then go we in, to know his 
embassy; vs 

Which I could with a ready guess declare. 
Before the Frenchman speak a word of it. 

Ely. ril wait upon you, and 1 long to 
hear it. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. London, Tlie Presence Chamber 
in the King's palace. 

Enter the King, Gloucester, Bedford, 

ExE'Ter, Warwick, Westmoreland, 

and Attendants. 

King. Where is my gracious Lord of 
Canterbury ? 

Exe. Not here in presence. 

King. Send for him, good uncle. 

West. Shall we call in th’ ambassador, 
my liege ? 

King. Not yet, my cousin ; we would be 
resolv'd. 

Before we hear him, of some things of 
weight 5 

That task our thoughts, concerning us and 
France. 

Enter the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the Bishop of Ely. 

Cant. God and his angels guard your 
sacred throne, 

And make you long become it! 

King. Sure, we thank you. 

My learned lord, we pray you to proceed. 
And justly and religiously unfold lo 
Why the law Salique, that they have in 
France, 

Or should or should not bar us in our claim ; 
And God forbid, my dear and faithful lord. 
That you should fashion, wrest, or bow 
your reading, 

Or nicely charge your understanding soul 15 
With opening titles miscreate whose right 
Suits not in native colours with the truth ; 
For God doth know how many, now in 
health. 

Shall drop their blood in approbation 
Of what your reverence shall incite us to. 20 
Therefore take heed how you impawn our 
person. 

How you awake our sleeping sword of war— 
We charge you, in the name of God, take 
heed; 

For never two such kingdoms did contend 
Without much fall of blood ; whose guilt¬ 
less drops 25 

Are every one a woe, a sore complaint, 
'Gainst him whose wrongs gives edge unto 
the swords 
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That makes such waste in brief mortality. 
Under this conjuration speak, my lord; 
For we will hear, note, and believe in heart. 
That what you speak is in your conscience 
wash’d 31 

As pure as sin with baptism. 

Cant. Then hear me, gracious sovereign, 
and you peers. 

That owe yourselves, your lives, and 
services. 

To this imperial throne. There is no bar 35 
To make against your Highness' claim to 
France 

But this, which they produce from Phara- 
mond : 

' In terram Salicam mulieres ne succed- 
ant'— 

' No woman shall succeed in Salique land *; 
Which Salique land the French unjustly 
gloze 40 

To be the realm of France, and Pharamond 
The founder of this law and female bar. 
Yet their own authors faithfully affirm 
That the land Salique is in Germany, 
Between the floods of Sala and of Elbe ; 45 
Where Charles the Great, having subdu'd 
the Saxons, 

There left behind and settled certain 
French ; 

Who, holding in disdain the German 
women 

For some dishonest manners of their life. 
Establish’d then this law: to wit, no 
female 50 

Should be inlieritrix in Salique land; 
Which Salique, as I said, 'twixt Elbe and 
Sala, 

Is at this day in Germany call’d Meisen. 
Then doth it well appear the Salique law 
Was not devised for the reahn of France ; 55 
Nor did the FTench possess the Salique land 
Until four hundred one and twenty years 
After defunction of King Pharamond, 

Idly suppos’d the founder of this law ; 
Who died within the year of our redemption 
Four hundred twenty-six ; and Charles the 
Great 61 

Subdu’d the Saxons, and did seat the 
French 

Beyond the river Sala, in the year 
Eight hundred five. Besides, their writers 
say, 

King Pepin, w’hich deposed Childeric, 65 
Did, as heir general, being descended 
Of Blithild, wliich was daughter to King 
Clothair, 

Make claim and title to the crown of 
France. 

Hugh Capet also, who usurp’d the crown 
Of Charles the Duke of Lorraine, sole heir 
male 70 

Of the true line and stock of Charles the 
Great, 

To find his title with some shows of truth— 
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Though in pure truth it was corrupt and 
naught— 

Convey'd himself as th' heir to th’ Lady 
Lingare, 74 

Daughter to Charlemain, who was the son 
To Lewis the Emperor, and Lewis the son 
Of Charles the Great. Also King Lewis the 
Tenth, 

Who was sole heir to the usurper Capet, 
Could not keep quiet in his conscience, 7 y 
Wearing the crown of France, till satisfied 
That fair Queen Isabel, his grandmother. 
Was lineal of the Lady Ermengare, 
Daughter to Charles the foresaid Dulce of 
Lorraine; 

By the which marriage the line of Charles 
the Great 

Was re-imited to the Crown of France. *<5 
So that, as clear as is the summer's sun. 
King Pepin's title, and Hugh Capet’s claim. 
King Lewis his satisfaction, all appear 
To hold in right and title of the female; 

So do the kings of France unto tliis day, «;o 
Howbeit they would hold up this Saliqiie 
law 

To bar your Highness claiming from the 
femule; 

And rather choose to hide them in a net 
Than amply to imbar their crooked titles 
Usurp'd from you and your progenitors. 9> 
King, May 1 with right and conscience 
make this claim ? 

Cant The sin upon my head, dread 
sovereign ! 

For in the book of Numbers is it writ, 
When the man dies, let the inheritance 
Descend unto the daughter. Gracious lord, 
Stand for your own, unwind your bloody 
flag, 101 

Look back into your mighty ancestors. 

Go, my dread lord, to your great-grand* 
sire's tomb, 

From whom you claim ; invoke his warlike 
spirit. 

And your great-uncle's, Edward the Black 
l^riace, 105 

Who on the French ground play’d a 
tragedy. 

Making defeat on the full power of France, 
Whiles his most mighty father on a lull 
Stood smiling to behold his lion's whelp 
Forage in blood of French nobility. uo 
O noble English, that could entertain 
With half their forces the full pride of 
France, 

And let another half stand laughing by. 

All out of work and cold for action I 
Eiy, Awake remembrance of these 
valiant dead, ns 

And with your puissant arm renew their 
feats. 

You are their heir; you sit upon their 
throne; 

The blood and courage that renowned them 
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Runs in your veins; and my thrice- 
puissant liege 

Is in the very May-morn of his youth, 120 
Ripe for exploits and mighty enterprises. 

Exe, Your brother kings and monarchs 
of the earth 

Do all expect that you should rouse 
yourself. 

As did the former lions of your blood. 

West, Ihcy know your Grace hath cause 
and means and might— 1.5 

So hath your Highness ; never King of 
England 

Had nobles richer and more loyal subjects, 
vVhose hearts have left their bodies here in 
England 

And lie pavilion'd in the fields of France. 

Cant, O, let their bodies follow, my dear 
liege, 130 

With blood and sword and fire to win your 
right! 

In aid whereof we of the spiritualty 
Will raise your Highness such a mighty 
sum 

As never did the clergy at one time 
Bring in to any of your ancestors. 135 

King. We must not only arm t’ invade 
the French, 

But lay down our proportions to defend 
Against the Scot, who will make road upon 
us 

With all advantages. 

Cant, They of those marches, gracious 
sovereign, 140 

Shall be a wall sufficient to defend 
Our inland from the pilfering borderers. 

King. We do not mean the coursing 
snatchers only, 

But fear the main intendment of the Scot, 
Who hath been still a giddy neighbour to 
us; 14 s 

For you shall read that my great-grand- 
father 

Never went with his forces into France 
But that the Scot on his unfurnish’d 
kingdom 

Came pouring, like the tide into a breach. 
With ample and brim fulness of his 
force, 150 

Galling the gleaned land with hot assays. 
Girding with grievous siege castles and 
towns; 

That England, being empty of defence, 
Hath shook and trembled at th' ill neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

Cant, She hath been then more fear'd 
than harm’d, my liege ; 155 

For hear her but exampled by herself; 
When all her chivalry hath been in France, 
And she a mourning widow of her nobles, 
She hath herself not only well defended 
But taken and impounded as a stray j6o 
T he King of Scots ; whom she did send to 
France, 
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To fill King Edward’s fame with prisoner 
kings. 

And make her chronicle as rich with praise 
As is the ooze and bottom of the sea 
With sunken wreck and sumless treasuries. 
West. But there's a saying, very old and 
true : 

‘ If that you will France win, 

Then with Scotland first begin 
For once the eagle England being in prey, 
To her unguarded nest the weasel Scot 17 
Comes sneaking, and so sucks her princely 
eggs. 

Playing the mouse in absence of the cat. 
To tear and havoc more than she can eat. 
Exe, It follows, then, the cat must stay 
at home ; 

Yet that is but a crush’d necessity, 

Since we have locks to safeguard necessaries 
And pretty traps to catch the petty thieves. 
While that the armed hand doth fight 
abroad, 

Th’ advised head defends itself at home ; 
For government, though high, and low, and 
lower, iS) 

Put into parts, doth keep in one consent, 
Congreeing in a full and natural close, 

Like music, 

Cttuf. Therefore doth heaven divide 
The state of man in divers functions. 
Setting endeavour in continual motion ; 185 
To which is fixed as an aim or butt 
Obedience ; for so work the honey bees. 
Creatures that by a rule in nature teach 
The act of order to a peopled kingdom. 
They have a king, and officers of sorts, i‘,o 
Where some like magistrates correct at 
home ; 

Others like merchants venture trade 
abroad ; 

Others like soldiers, armed in their stings, 
Make boot upon the summer’s velvet buds, 
Which pillage they with merry march 
bring home lys 

To the tent-royal of their emperor; 

Who, busied in his majesty, surveys 
The singing masons building roofs of gold, 
rhe civil citizens kneading up the honey, 
'rhe poor mechanic porters crowding in 200 
Their heavy burdens at his narrow gate. 
The sad-ey’d justice, with his surly hum, 
Delivering o'er to executors pale 
The lazy yawning drone. I this infer. 

That many things, having full reference so-s 
To one consent, may work contrariously ; 
As many arrows loosed several ways 
Come to one mark, as many ways meet in 
one town, 

As many fresh streams meet in one salt sea. 
As many lines close in the dial’s centre ; aio 
So many a thousand actions, once afoot. 
End in one purpose, and be all well borne 
Without defeat. Therefore to France, my 
liege. 


Divide your happy England into four; 214 
Whereof take you one quarter into France, 
And you withal shall make all Gallia shake. 
If we, with thrice such powers left at 
home. 

Cannot defend our own doors from the dog. 
Let us be worried, and our nation lose 
The name of hardiness and policy. 220 

King. Call in the messengers sent from 
the Dauphin. 

[Exeunt some Attendanis. 
Now are we well resolv’d; and, by God’s 
help 

And yours, the noble sinews of our power, 
France being ours, we’ll bend it to our awe. 
Or break it all to pieces ; or there wc’Il sit. 
Ruling in large and ample empery 226 
O’er France and all her almost kingly 
dukedoms. 

Or lay these bones in an iinw'orthy urn, 
Tombless, with no remembrance over them. 
Either our history shall with full mouth 
Speak freely of our acts, or else our grave. 
Like Turkish mute, shall have a tongueless 
mouth, 

Not ivorshipp’d with a waxen epitaph. 

Enter Ambassadors of France, 

Now are we well prepar’d to know the 
pleasure 

Of our fair cousin Dauphin ; for we hear 235 
Your greeting is from him, not from the 
King. 

1 Amb. May't please your Majesty to 
give us leave 

Freely to render what we have in charge; 
Or shall we sparingly show you far off 
The Dauphin's meaning and our embassy ? 

King. We are no tyrant, but a Christian 
king. 

Unto whose grace our passion is as subject 
As are our wTctches fett’red in our prisons ; 
Therefore with frank and with uncurbed 
plainness 

Tell us the Dauphin’s mind. 

1 Amb. Thus then, in few. 245 

Your Highness, lately sending into France, 
Did claim some certain dukedoms in the 
right 

Of your great predecessor. King Edward 
the Third. 

In answer of which claim, the Prince our 
master 

Says that you savour too much of your 
youth, 2-50 

And bids you be advis’d there’s nought in 
France 

That can be with a nimble galliard won ; 
You cannot revel into dukedoms there. 

He therefore sends you, meeter for your 
spirit, 254 

This tun of treasure ; and, in lieu of tliis, 
Desires you let the dukedoms that you 
claim 


sss 



KING HENRY THE FIFTH 


Hear no more of you. This the Dauphin 
speaks. 

King* What treasure, uncle ? 

Exe, Tennis-balls, my liege. 

King. We are glad the Dauphin is so 
pleasant with us ; 

His present and your pains we thank you 
lor. 260 

When we have match’d our rackets to these 
balls. 

We will in France, by God’s grace, play a 
set 

Shall strike his father's crown into the 
hazard. 

Tell him he hath made a match with such a 
wrangler 

That all the courts of France will be 
disturb’d 21^5 

With chaces. And we understand him well, 
How he comes o’er us with our wilder days. 
Not measuring what use we made of them. 
We never valu’d this poor seat of England ; 
And therefore, living hence, did give ourself 
To barbarous licence ; as ’tis ever common 
That men are merriest when they are from 
home. 

But tell the Dauphin I will keep my state. 
Be like a king, and show my sail of great¬ 
ness. 

When I do rouse me in my throne of 
France; 275 

For that 1 have laid by my majesty 
And plodded like a man for working-days ; 
But i will rise there with so full a glory 
That I will dazzle all the eyes of France, 
Yea, strike the Dauphin blind to look on us. 
And tell the pleasant Prince this mock 
of his 281 

Hath turn’d his balls to gun-stones, and 
his soul 

Shall stand sore charged for the wasteful 
vengeance 

That shall fly with them; for many a 
thousand widows 

ShaU this his mock mock out of their dear 
husbands; 285 

Mock mothers from their sons, mock castles 
down; 

And some are yet ungotten and unborn 
That shall have cause to curse the Dauphin’s 
scorn. 

But this lies all within the will of God, 2S9 
To whom 1 do appeal; and in whose name. 
Tell you the Dauphin, 1 am coming on. 
To venge me as I may and to put forth 
My rightful hand in a well-hallow'd cause. 
So get you hence in peace; and tell the 
Dauphin 

His jest will savour but of shallow wit, 295 
When thousands weep more than did laugh 
at it. 

Convey them with safe conduct. Fare you 
well. [Exeunt Ambassadors. 

Exe. This was a merry message. 

556 


[Act 2 

King. We hope to make the sender blush 
at it. 

Therefore, ray lords, omit no happy hour 300 
That may give furth’rance to our expedi¬ 
tion ; 

For we have now no thought in us but 
France, 

Save those to God, that run before our 
business. 

Therefore let our proportions for these wars 
Be soon collected, and all things thought 
upon 305 

I'hat may with reasonable swiftness add 
More feathers to our wings; for, God before. 
We’ll chide this Dauphin at his father's 
door. 

Therefore let every man now task his 
thought 309 

That this fair action may on foot be 

brought. [Exeunt. 

ACT TWO 
PROLOGUE 
Flourish. Enter Chorus. 

Chor. Now all the youth of England are 
on fire, 

And silken dalliance in the wardrobe lies ; 
Now thrive the armourers, and honour’s 
thought 

Reigns solely in the breast of every man; 
They sell the pasture now to buy the horse, 
Following the mirror of all Christian kings 
With winged heels, as English Mercuries. 7 
For now sits Expectation in the air, 

And hides a sword from iiilts unto the point 
With crowns imperial, crowns, and coronets. 
Promis’d to Harry and his followers. n 
The French, advis’d by good intelligence 
Of this most dreadful preparation. 

Shake in their fear and with pale policy 
Seek to divert the English purposes. 15 
O England ! model to thy inward greatness. 
Like little body with a mighty heart. 
What mightst thou do that honour would 
thee do. 

Were all thy children kind and natural 1 
But see thy fault! France hath in thee 
found out 20 

A nest of hollow bosoms, which he fills 
With treacherous crowns; and three 
corrupted men— 

One, Richard Earl of Cambridge, and the 
second, 

Henry Lord Scroop of Masham, and the 
third, 

Sir Thomas Grey, knight, of Northumber¬ 
land, 35 

Have, for the gilt of France—O guilt 
indeed 1— 

Confirm’d conspiracy with fearful France; 
And by their hands this grace of kings must 
die— 
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If hell and treason hold their promises. 
Ere he take ship for France—and in South¬ 
ampton. 30 

Linger your patience on, and we'll digest 
Til' abuse of distance, force a play. 

The sum is paid, the traitors are agreed. 
The King is set from London, and the 
scene 

Is now transported, gentles, to South¬ 
ampton ; 35 

There is the play-house now, there must 
you sit. 

And thence to France shall we convey you 
safe 

And bring you back, charming the narrow 
seas 

To give you gentle pass ; for, if we may. 
We’ll not offend one stomach with our play. 
But, till the King come forth, and not till 
then, 41 

Unto Southampton do we shift our scene. 

{Exit 

Scene L London. Before the Boards Head 
Tavern^ Eastcheap. 

Enter Corporal Nym and Lieutenant 
Bardolph. 

Bard. Well met, Corporal Nym. 

Nym. Good morrow, Lieutenant Bar¬ 
dolph. 

Bard. What, are Ancient Pistol and you 
friends yet ? 

Nym. For my part, I care not; I say 
little, but when time shall serve, there shall 
be smiles—but that shall be as it may. I 
dare not fight; but I will wink and hold 
out mine iron. It is a simple one; but 
what though ? It will toast cheese, and it 
will endure cold as another man's sword 
will; and there's an end. 9 

Bard. I will bestow a breakfast to make 
you friends ; and we’ll be all three sworn 
brothers to France. Left be so, good 
Corporal Nym. 12 

Nym. Faith, I will live so long as 1 may, 
that's the certain of it; and when I cannot 
live any longer, 1 will do as 1 may. That 
is my rest, that is the rendezvous of it. 16 
Bard. It is certain. Corporal, that he is 
married to Nell Quickly; and certainly 
she did you wrong, for you were troth- 
plight to her. TO 

Nym. I cannot tell; things must be as 
they may. Men may sleep, and they may 
have their throats about them at that time ; 
and some say knives have edges. It must 
be as it may; though patience be a tired 
mare, yet she will plod. There must be 
conclusions. Well, 1 cannot tell. 25 

Enter Pistol and Hostess. 

Bard. Here comes Ancient Pistol and his 
wife. Good Coxporal* be patient here. 


Nym. How now, mine host Pistol I 
Pist. Base tike, call'st thou me host ? 
Now, by this hand, 1 swear I scorn the 
term ; 

Nor shall my Nell keep lodgers. 30 

Host. No, by my troth, not long ; for we 
cannot lodge and board a dozen or fourteen 
gentlewomen that live honestly by the 
prick of their needles, but it will be 
thought we keep a bawdy-house straight. 
IN^’w drrc«?s) O wcll-a-day. Lady, if he be 
not drawn! Now we shall see wilful 
adultery and murder committed. 30 

Bard. Good Lieutenant, good Corporal, 
offer nothing here. 

Nym. Pish ! 

Pist. Pish for thee, Iceland dog I thou 
prick-ear'd cur of Iceland ! 40 

Host. Good Corporal Nym, show thy 
valour, and put up your sword. 

Nym. Will you shog off ? 1 would have 
you solus. 

Pist. ' Solus ’ egregious dog ? O viper 
vile! 44 

The ' solus ' in thy most mervailous face ; 
The ' solus ' in thy teeth, and in thy throat. 
And in thy hateful lungs, yea, in thy maw, 
perdy ; 

And, which is worse, within thy nasty 
mouth I 

I do retort the * solus' in thy bowels ; 

For 1 can take, and Pistol's cock is up, 50 
And flashing fire will follow. 

Nym. I am not Barbason: you cannot 
conjure me. 1 have an humour to knock 
you indifferently well. If you grow foul 
with me. Pistol, I will scour you with my 
rapier, as I may, in fair terms ; if you 
would walk off 1 would prick your guts a 
little, in good terms, as 1 may, and that's 
the humour of it. 

Pist. O braggart vile and damned furious 
wight I 

The grave doth gape and doting death is 
near; 59 

Therefore exhale. fPisfol draws. 

Bard. Hear me, hear me what I say : he 
that strikes the first stroke I'll run him up 
to the hilts, as 1 am a soldier. [Dratvs. 

Pist. An oath of mickle might; and fury 
shall abate. 64 

[Pistol and Nym sheathe their swords. 

Give me thy fist, thy fore-foot to me give ; 
Thy spirits are most tall. 

Nym. 1 will cut thy throat one time or 
other, in fair terms; that is the humour 
of it. 

Pisf. * Couple a gorge! ’ 

That is the word. 1 thee defy again. 70 
O hound of Crete, think'st thou my spouse 
to get ? 

No; to the spital go. 

And from the powd'ring tub of infamy 
Fetch forth the lazar kite of Cressid’s kind, 
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Doll Tearshect she by name, and her 
espouse. 

I have, and I will hold, the quondam 
Quickly 

For the only she; and—pauca, there's 
enough. 

Go to. 

Enter the Boy. 

B:>y. Mine host Pistol, you must come to 
my master ; and your hostess—he is very 
sick, and would to bed. Good Bardolph, 
put thy face between his sheets, and do the 
office of a warming-pan. F aith, he's ver>' ill. 
Bard. Away, you rogue. 83 

Host. By my troth, he’ll yield the crow 
a pudding one of these days: the King 
has kill’d his heart. Good husband, come 
home presently. fExeiiiif Hostess and Boy. 

Bard. Come, shall I make you two 
friends ? We must to France together; 
why the devil should we keep knives to cut 
one another’s throats ? 89 

Pist. Let floods o’ersw'ell, and fiends for 
food howl on! 

Nym. You’ll pay me the eight shillings I 
won of you at betting ? 

Pist. Base is the slave that pays. 

Nym. That now 1 will have; that’s the 
humour of it. o-i 

Pist. As manhood shall compound : push 
home. [Pistol and Nym draw. 
Bard. By this sword, he that makes the 
first thrust I’ll kill him; by this sword, I 
will. 

Pist. Sword is an oath, and oaths must 
have their course. 

bS 7 ieaf/ies his sword. 
Bard. Corporal Nym, an thou wilt lx‘ 
friends, be friends ; an thou wilt not, why 
then be enemies with me too. Prithee 
put up. TOl 

Nym. I shall have my eight shillings I 
won of you at betting ? 

Pist. A noble shalt thou have, and 
present pay ; 

And liquor likewise will I ^ve to thee, 105 
And friendship shall combine, and brother¬ 
hood. 

I'll live by Nym and Nym shall live by 
me. 

Is not this just ? For I shall sutler be 
Unto the camp, and profits will accrue. 
Give me thy hand. no 

Nym. [Sheaffling his sti;ord] I shall have 
my noble ? 

Pist. In cash most justly paid. 

Nym. [Shaking hands] Well, then, that’s 
the humour of't. 113 

Re-enter Hostess. 

Host. As ever you come of women, come 
in quickly to Sir John. Ah, poor heart! 
he is so shak’d of a burning quotidian 
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tertian that it is most lamentable to behold. 
Sweet men, come to him. 

Nym. The King hath run bad humours 
on the knight; that's the even of it. 

Pist. Nym, thou hast spoke the right; 120 
His heart is fracted and corroborate. 

Nym. The King is a good king, but it 
must be as it may; he passes some 
humours and careers. 

Pist. Let us condole the knight; for, 
lambkins, we will live. [Lxeun/. 

ScENti II. Southampton. A council- 
chamber. 

Enter Exeter, Bedford, and Westmore¬ 
land. 

Bed. Fore God, his Grace is bold, to trust 
these traitors. 

Exe. They shall be apprehended by and 
by. 

West. How smooth and even they do 
bear themselves, 

As if allegiance in their bosoms sat, 
Crowned with faith and constant loyalty ! 5 

Bed. The King hath note of all that they 
intend, 

By interception which they dream not of. 

Exe. Nay, but the man that was his 
bedfellow. 

Whom he hath dull’d and cloy’d with 
gracious favours— 9 

That he should, for a foreign purse, so sell 
His sovereign’s life to death and treachery I 

Trumpets sound. Enter the King, Scroop, 

Cambridge, Grey, ami Attendants. 

King. Now sits the wind fair, and we will 
aboard. 

My Lord of Cambridge, and my kind Lord 
of Masham, 

And you, my gentle knight, give me your 
thoughts. 

Think you not that the pow’rs we bear with 
us 15 

Will cut their passage through the force of 
France, 

Doing the execution and the act 

F'or which we have in head assembled them? 

Scroop. No doubt, my liege, if each man 
do his best. 

King. I doubt not that, since we are well 
persuaded 20 

We carry not a heart with us from hence 
That grows not in a fair consent with ours ; 
Nor leave not one behind that doth not 
wish 

Success and conquest to attend on us. 

Cam. Never was monarch better fear’d 
and lov’d 25 

Than is your Majesty. There’s not, I think, 
a subject 

That sits in heart-grief and uneasiness 
Under the sweet shade of your government. 



Scene 2] 

Grey. True: those that were your 
father’s enemies 

Have steep’d their galls in honey, and do 
serve you 3® 

With hearts create of duty and of zeal. 

King. We therefore have great cause of 
thankfulness. 

And shall forget the office of our hand 
Sooner than quittance of desert and merit 
According to the weight and worthiness. 35 

Scroop. So service shall with steeled 
sinews toil, 

And labour shall refresh itself with hope. 
To do your Grace incessant services. 

King. We judge no less. Uncle of Exeter, 
Enlarge the man committed yesterday 40 
That rail'd against our person. We consider 
It was excess of wine that set him on ; 

And on his more advice we pardon him. 

Scroop. That’s mercy, but too much 
security. 

Let him be punish’d, sovereign, lest ex- 
ample 45 

Breed, by his sufferance, more of such a 
kind. 

King. O, let us yet be merciful I 

Cam. So may your Highness, and yet 
punish too. 

Grey. Sir, 4*/ 

You show great mercy if you give him life. 
After the taste of much correction. 

King. Alas, your too much love and care 
of me 

Are heavy orisons ’gainst this poor wretch ! 
If little faults proceeding on distemper 
Shall not be wink’d at, how shall we stretch 
our eye sf, 

When capital crimes, chew’d, swallow'd, 
and digested. 

Appear before us ? We’ll yet enlarge that 
man. 

Though Cambridge, Scroop, and Grey, in 
their dear care 

And tender preservation of our person, 
Would have him punish’d. And now to our 
French causes : 60 

Who are the late commissioners ? 

Cam. I one, my lord. 

Your Highness bade me ask for it to-day. 

Scroop. So did you me, my liege. 

Grey. And 1 , my royal sovereign. f's 

King. Then, Richard Eail of Cambridge, 
there is yours; 

There yours, Lord Scroop of Masham ; and, 
Sir Knight, 

Grey of Northumberland, this same is 
yours. 

Read them, and know I know your worthi¬ 
ness. I 

My Lord of Westmoreland, and uncle 
Exeter, >0 i 

We will aboard to-night. Why, how now,' 
gentlemen ? | 

What see you in those papers, that you lose I 
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So much complexion ? Look ye how they 
change! 

Their cheeks are paper. Why, what read 
you there 

That have so cowarded and chas’d your 
blood 75 

Out of appearance ? 

Cam. I do confess my fault, 

And do submit me to your Highness’ mercy. 

Grey, Scroop, 'fo which we all appeal. 

King. The mercy that was quick in us 
but late 

By your own counsel is suppress’d and 
kill’d. 80 

You must not dare, for shame, to talk of 
mercy ; 

For your own reasons turn into your 
bosoms 

As dogs upon their masters, worrying you. 
See you, my princes and my noble pt‘ers. 
These English monsters! My Lord of 
Cambridge here— 85 

You know' how apt our love was to accord 
I’o furnish him with all appertinents 
Belonging to his honour ; and this man 
Hath, for a few light crowns, lightly 
conspir’d. 

And sworn unto the practices of France 90 
To kill us here in Hampton ; to the which 
This knight, no less for bounty bound to us 
'ITian Cambridge is, hath likewise sworn. 
But, O, 

What shall I say to thee, Lord Scroop, thou 
cruel, 

Ingratefiil, savage, and inhuman creature ? 
Ihou that didst bear the key of all my 
counsels, 9<3 

That knew ’st the very bottom of my soul, 
That almost mightst have coin’d me into 
gold, 

Wouldst thou have practis’d on me for thy 
use— 

May it be possible that foreign hire 100 
Could out of thee extract one spark of 
evil 

That might annoy my finger ? ’Tis so 
strange 

That, though the truth of it stands off as 

gross 

As black and white, my eye will scarcely 
see it. 

Treason and murder ever kept together, 105 
As two yoke-devils sworn to cither’s 
purpose. 

Working so grossly in a natural cause 
That admiration did not whoop at them; 
But thou, ’gainst all proportion, didst 
bring in 109 

Wonder to wait on treason and on murder ; 
And whatsoever cunning fiend it was 
That wrought upon thee so preposterously 
Hath got the voice in hell for excellence; 
And other devils that suggest by treasons 
Do botch and bungle up damnation 1x5 
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With patches, colours, and with forms, 
being fetch'd 

From glist’ring semblances of piety ; 

But he that temper'd thee bade thee stand 
up. 

Gave thee no instance why thou shouldst 
do treason, 

Unless to dub thee with the name of 
traitor. ico 

If that same demon that hath gull’d thee 
thus 

Should with his lion gait walk the whole 
world. 

He might return to vasty Tartar back. 
And tell the legions ‘ I can never win 
A soul so easy as that Englishman’s’. 125 
O, how hast thou with jealousy infected 
The sweetness of affiance! Show men 
dutiful ? 

Why, so didst thou. Seem they grave and 
learned ? 

Why, so didst thou. Come they of noble 
family ? 

Why, so didst thou. Seem they religious ? 
Why, so didst thou. Or are they spare 
in diet, 131 

Free from gross passion or of mirth or 
anger. 

Constant in spirit, not swerving with the 
blood, 

Garnish’d and deck’d in modest comple¬ 
ment, 

Not working with the eye without the ear, 
And but in purged judgment trusting 
neither ? 136 

Such and so finely bolted didst thou seem ; 
And thus thy fall hath left a kind of blot 
To mark the full-fraught man and best 
indued 130 

With some suspicion. I will weep for thee ; 
For this revolt of thine, methinks, is like 
Another fall of man. Their faults are open. 
Arrest them to the answer of the law ; 

And God acquit them of their practices ! 

Exe, I arrest thee of high treason, by the 
name of Richard Earl of Cambridge, i4^> 

I arrest thee of high treason, by the name of 
Henry Lord Scroop of Masham. 

I arrest thee of high treason, by the name of 
Thomas Grey, knight, of Northumberland. 
Scroop. Our purposes God justly hath 
discover’d, 151 

And I repent my fault more than my death; 
Which 1 beseech your Highness to forgive. 
Although my body pay the price of it. 
Cam. For me, the gold of France did not 
seduce, 155 

Although I did admit it as a motive 
The sooner to effect what 1 intended; 

But God be thanked for prevention. 

Which I in sufferance heartily will rejoice, 
Beseeching God and you to pardon me. 160 
Grey. Never did faithful subject morci 
rejoice I 
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At the discovery of most dangerous treason 
Than I do at this hour joy o’er myself. 
Prevented from a damned enterprise. 

My fault, but not my body, pardon, 
sovereign, 165 

King. God quit you in his mercy ! Hear 
your sentence. 

You have conspir’d against our royal 
person, 

Join’d with an enemy proclaim’d, and from 
his coflers 

Receiv’d the golden earnest of our death ; 
Wherein you would have sold your king to 
slaughter, 170 

His princes and his peers to servitude. 

His subjects to oppression and contempt. 
And his whole kingdom into desolation. 
Touching our person seek we no revenge ; 
But we our kingdom’s safety must so 
tender, 175 

Whose ruin you have sought, that to her 
laws 

We do deliver you. Get you therefore 
hence. 

Poor miserable wretches, to your death ; 
The taste whereof God of his mercy give 
You patience to endure, and true repent¬ 
ance if^o 

Of all your dear offences. Bear them hence. 
[Exetmt Cambridge, Scroop, and 
Grey, guarded. 

Now, lords, for France; the enterprise 
whereof 

Shall be to you as us like glorious. 

We doubt not of a fair and lucky W'ar, 
Since God so graciously hath brought to 
light JS5 

This dangerous treason, lurking in our way 

To hinder our beginnings ; we doubt not 
now 

But every rub is smoothed on our way. 
Then, forth, dear countrymen; let us 
deliver 

Our puissance into the hand of God, 190 

Putting it straight in expedition. 

Cheerly to sea ; the signs of war advance ; 
No king of England, if not king of France I 
[Flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene III. Easicheap. Before the Boar’s 
Head tavern. 

Enter Pistol, Hostess, Nym, Bardolph, 
and Boy. 

Host. Prithee, honey-sweet husband, let 
me bring thee to Staines. 

Pist. No; for my manly heart doth earn. 
Bardolph, be blithe; Nym, rouse thy 
vaunting veins; 

Boy, bristle thy courage up. For Falstaff 
he is dead, 5 

And we must earn therefore. 

Bard. Would I were with him, where- 
some’er he is, either in heaven or in hell! 8 
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Host. Nay, sure, he’s not in hell: he’s in 
Arthur’s bosom, if ever man went to 
Arthur’s bosom. *A made a finer end, and 
went away an it had been any christom 
child ; ’a parted ev’n just between twelve 
and one, ev’n at the turning o’ th’ tide; 
for after 1 saw him fumble with the sheets, 
and play with flowers, and smile upon his 
fingers’ end, 1 knew there was but one way ; 
for his nose was as sharp as a pen, and ’a 
babbl’d of green fields. ’ How now. Sir 
John ! ' quoth I ‘ What, man, be o’ good 
cheer.’ So ’a cried out ’ God, God, God! ' 
three or four times. Now 1 , to comfort him, 
bid him ’a should not think of God; 1 
hop’d there was no need to trouble himself 
with any such thoughts yet. So 'a bade me 
lay more clothes on his feet; I put my 
hand into the bed and felt them, and they 
were as cold as any stone; then 1 felt to 
his knees, and so upward and upward, and 
all w^as as cold as any stone. 2f. 

Nym. They say he cried out of sack. 

Host. Ay, that ’a did. 

Bard. And of women. 

Host. Nay, that ’a did not. 30 

Boy. Yes, that ’a did, and said they were 
devils incarnate. 

Host. ’A could never abide carnation; 
'tw^as a colour he never lik’d. 31 

Boy. ’A said once the devil would have 
him about women. 

Hosf. ’A did in some sort, indeed, handle 
women; but then he was rheumatic, and 
talk’d of the Whore of Babylon. y, 

Boy. Do you not remember 'a saw a flea 
stick upon Bardolph’s nose, and ’a said it 
was a black soul burning in hell ? 

Bard. Well, the fuel is gone that main¬ 
tain’d that fire: that’s all the riches I got 
in his service, 

Nym. Shall we shog ? The King will be 
gone from Southampton. 4*' 

Pisf. Come, let’s away. My love, give me 
thy lips. 

Look to my chattels and my moveables ; 
Let senses rule. The word is ‘ Pitch and 
Pay *. 

Trust none; 50 

For oaths are straws, men's faiths are 
wafer-cakes. 

And Holdfast is the only dog, mv duck. 
Therefore, Caveto be thy counsellor. 

Go, clear thy crystals. Yoke-fellows in 
arms, 

Let us to France, like horse-leeches, my 
boys, ss 

To suck, to suck, the very blood to suck. 

Boy. And that’s but unwholesome food, 
they say. 

Pist. Touch her soft mouth and march. 

Bard. Farewell, hostess, [Kissing her. 

Nym. 1 cannot kiss, that is the humour 
of it; but, adieu. 61 { 


Pist. Let housewifery appear; keep 
close, I thee command. 

Host. Farewell; adieu. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. France. The King's palace. 

Flourish. Enter the French King, the 
Dauphin, the Dukes of Berki and 
Britaine, the Constable, and Others. 

Fr. King. Thus comes the English with 
full power upon us ; 

And more than carefully it us concerns 
To answer royally in our defences. 
Therefore the Dukes of Berri and of 
Britaine, 

Of Brabant and of Orleans, shall make 
forth, 5 

And you, Prince Dauphin, with all swift 
dispatch. 

To line and new repair our towns of war 
With men of courage and with means 
defendant; 

For England his approaches makes as fierce 
As waters to the sucking of a gulf. 10 
It fits us, then, to be as provident 
As fear may teach us, out of late examples 
Left by the fatal and neglected English 
Upon our fields. 

Dau. My most redoubted father, 

It is most meet we arm us ’gainst the foe ; 
For peace itself should not so dull a 
kingdom, 16 

Though war nor no known quarrel were in 
question, 

But that defences, musters, preparations, 
Should be maintain’d, assembled, and 
collected. 

As were a war in expectation. 20 

Therefore, 1 say, 'tis meet we all go forth 
To view the sick and feeble parts of France; 
And let us do it with no show of fear— 
No, with no more than if we heard that 
England 24 

Were busied with a Whitsun morris-dance ; 
For, my good liege, she is so idly king'd, 
Her sceptre so fantastically borne 
By a vain, giddy, shallow, humorous youth, 
That fear attends her not. 

Con. O peace. Prince Dauphin I 

You are too much mistaken in this king. 30 
Question your Grace the late ambassadors 
With what great state he heard their 
embassy. 

How well supplied with noble counsellors. 
How modest in exception, and withal 
How terrible in constant resolution, 35 
And you shall find his vanities forespent 
Were but the outside of the Roman Brutus, 
Covering discretion with a coat of folly ; 

As gardeners do with ordure hide those 
roots 

That shall first spring and be most delicate. 
Dm. Well, ’tis not so, my Lord High 
Constable; 4x 
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But though we think it so, it is no matter. 
In cases of defence *tis best to weigh 
The enemy more mighty than he seems; 
So the proportions of defence are fill'd ; 4 
Which of a weak and niggardly projection 
Doth like a miser spoil his coat with scant¬ 
ing 

A little cloth. 

Fr. King. Think we King Harry strong; 
And, Princes, look you strongly arm to 
meet him. 

The kindred of him hath been flesh'd upon 
us; 5' 

And he is bred out of that bloody strain 
That haunted us in our familiar paths. 
Witness our too much memorable shame 
When Cressy battle fatally was struck, 
And all our princes captiv'd by the hand 5. 
Of that black name, Edward, Black Prince 
of Wales ; 

Whiles that his mountain sire—on moun¬ 
tain standing, 

Up in the air, crown'd with the golden 
sun— 

Saw his heroical seed, and smil'd to see him, 
Mangle the work of nature, and deface 
The patterns that by God and by French 
fatliers 

Had twenty years been made. This is a 
stem 

Of that victorious stock ; and let us fear 
The native mightiness and fate of him. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess, Ambassadors from Harry King of 
England 65 

Do crave admittance to your Majesty. 

Fr. King. We’ll give them present 
audience. Go and bring them. 

[Exeunt Messenger and certain Lords. 
You see this chase is hotly followed, 
friends. 

Dati. Turn head and stop pursuit; for 
coward dogs 

Most spend their mouths when what they 
seem to threaten 70 

Runs far before them. Good my sovereign, 
'Fake up the English short, and let them 
know 

Of what a monarchy you are the head. 
Self-love, my liege, is not so vile a sin 
As self-neglecting. 

Re-enter Lords, with Exeter and Train. 

Fr. King. From our brother of England ? 

Exe. From him, and thus he greets your 
Majesty: 70 

He wills you, in the name of God Almighty, 
That you divest yourself, and lay apart 
The borrowed glories that by gift of 
heaven. 

By law of nature and of nations, 'longs so 
To him and to his heirs—namely, the 
crown, 
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And all wide-stretched honours that 
pertain. 

By custom and the ordinance of times. 
Unto the crown of France. That you may 
know 

'Tis no sinister nor no awkward claim, 85 
Pick'd from the worm-holes of long- 
vanish’d days, 

Nor from the dust of old oblivion rak'd. 

He sends you this most memorable line, 

[Gives a paper. 

In every branch truly demonstrative ; 
Willing you overlook this pedigree. 90 
And when you find him evenly deriv’d 
F’rom his most fam'd of famous ancestors, 
Edward the Third, he bids you then resign 
Your crown and kingdom, indirectly held 
From him, the native and true challenger. 

Fr. King. Or else what follows ? 

Exe. Bloody constraint; for if you hide 
the crown 

Even in your hearts, there will he rake 
for it. 

Therefore in fierce tempest is he coming. 

In thunder and in earthquake, like a Jove, 
That if requiring fail, he will compel; loi 
And bids you, in the bowels of the Lord, 
Deliver up the crown ; and to take mercy 
On the poor souls for whom this hungry war 
Opens his vasty jaws; and on your head 
Turning the widows’ tears, the orphans' 
cries, 109 

The dead men's blood, the privy maidens' 
groans. 

For husbands, fathers, and betrothed 
lovers, 

That shall be swallowed in this controversy. 
Tins is his claim, his threat'ning, and my 
message; no 

Unless the Dauphin be in presence here. 

To whom expressly I bring greeting too, 

Fr. King. For us, we will consider of this 
further; 

To-morrow shall you bear our full intent 
Back to our brother of England. 

Dau. For the Dauphin : 115 

I stand here for him. What to him from 
England ? 

Exe. Scorn and defiance, slight regard, 
contempt. 

And anything that may not misbecome 
The mighty sender, doth he prize you at. 
Thus says my king; an if your father’s 
Highness uo 

Do not, in grant of all demands at large. 
Sweeten the bitter mock you sent his 
Majesty, 

He’ll call you to so hot an answer ot it 
That caves and womby vaultages of France 
Shall chide your trespass and return your 
mock 125 

In second accent of his ordinance. 

Dau. Say, if my fatlier render fair 
return. 
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It is against my will; for I desire 
Nothing but odds with England. To that 
end, 

As matching to his youth and vanity, 13^^ 
1 did present him with the Paris halls. 

Exe, He’ll make your Paris Louvre shake 
lor it, 

Were it the mistress court of mighty 
Europe; 

And be assur’d you'll find a difference, 131 
As we his subjects have in wonder found, 
Between the promise of his greener days 
And these he masters now. Now he weighs 
time 

Even to the utmost grain ; that you shall 
read 

In your own losses, if he stay in France. 

Fr. To-morrow shall you know our 
mind at full. 140 

Exe, Dispatch us with all speed, lest that 
our king 

Come here himself to question our delay ; 
For he is footed in this land already. 

Fr. King. You shall be soon dispatch’d 
with fair conditions. 14 ? 

A night is but small breath and little pause 
To answer matters of this consequence. 

I Flourish, Exeunt. 

ACT THREE 
PROLOGUE 
Flourish. Enter Chorus. 

Chor, Thus with imagin’d wing our swift 
scene flies, 

In motion of no less celerity 
Than that of thought. Suppose that you 
have seen 

The well-appointed King at Hampton pier 
Embark his royalty ; and his brave fleet 5 
With silken streamers the young Pheebus 
fanning. 

Play with your fancies ; and in tliem behold 
Upon the hempen tackle ship-boys climb¬ 
ing; 

Hear the shrill whistle which doth order 
give 

To sounds confus’d ; behold the threaden 
sails, 10 

Borne with th’ invisible and creeping wind. 
Draw the huge bottoms through the 
furrowed sea, 

Breasting the lofty surge. O, do but think 
You stand upon the rivage and behold 
A city on th’ inconstant billows dancing ; 15 
For so appears this fleet majestical. 
Holding due course to Harfleur, Follow, 
follow! 

Grapple your minds to sternage of this navy 
And leave your England as dead midnight 
still, 

Guarded with grandsires, babies, and old 
women, ao 


Either past or not arriv’d to pith and 
puissarxe; 

For who is he whose chin is but enrich’d 
With one appearing hair that will not follow 
1 hese cull’d and choice-drawn cavaliers to 
France ? 

Work, work your thoughts, and therein see 
a siege; ?5 

Behold the ordnance on their carriages, 
With fatal mouths gaping on girded 
Harfieiir. 

Suppose th' ambassador from the French 
comes back ; 

Tells Harry that the King doth offer him 
Katharine his daughter, and with her to 
dowry 30 

Some petty and unprofitable dukedoms. 

1 he offer likes not; and the nimble gunner 
With linstock now the devilish cannon 
touches, 

[Alartwt, and chambers go off. 
And down goes all before them. Still be 
kind, 34 

And eke out our performance with your 
mind. [Exit, 

Scene 1 . France. Before Harfleur. 

Alarum. Enter the King, Ex in hr, 
Bedford, Gloucester, and Soldiers 
with scaling-ladders. 

King, Once more unto the breach, dear 
friends, once more; 

Or close the wall up with our English dead. 
In peace there’s nothing so becomes a man 
As modest stillness and humility; 4 

But when the blast of war blows in our ears. 
Then imitate the action of the tiger ; 
Stiffen the sinews, summon up the blood. 
Disguise fair nature with hard-favour’d 
rage; 

Then lend the eye a terrible aspect; 

Let it pry through the portage of the head 
Like the brass cannon; let the brow 
o’erwhclm it n 

As fearfully as doth a galled rock 
O’erhang and jutty his confounded base. 
Swill’d with the wild and w asteful ocean. 
Now set the teeth and stretch the nostril 
wide; 15 

Hold hard the breath, and bend up every 
spirit 

To his full height. On, on, you noblest 
English, 

Whose blood is fet from fathers of war- 
proof— 

Fathers that like so many Alexanders 
Have in these parts from morn till even 
fought, 20 

And sheath’d their swords for lack of 
argument. 

Dishonour not your mothers ; now attest 
That those whom you call’d fathers did 
beget you. 
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Be copy now to men of g^rosscr blood* 

And teach them how to war. And you, 
good yeomen, ^5 

Whose limbs were made in England, show 
us here 

The mettle of your pasture ; let us swear 
That you are worth your breeding—which 
I doubt not; 

For there is none of you so mean and base 
That hath not noble lustre in your eyes. 30 
I see you stand like greyhounds in the slips. 
Straining upon the start. The game's afoot: 
Follow your spirit; and upon this charge 
Cry ‘ God for Harry, England, and Saint 
George! ’ 

[Exeunh Alarum, and chambers go off. 

Scene II. Before Harfleur, 

Enter Nym, Bardolph, Pistol, and Boy. 

Bard, On, on, on, on, on! to the breach, 
to the breach \ 

"Nym, Pray thee. Corporal, stay ; the 
knocks are too hot, and for mine own part 
I have not a case of lives, llie humour of 
it is too hot; that is the very plain-song 
of it. 5 

Pist, The plain-song is most just; for 
humours do abound. 

Knocks go and come ; God's vassals drop 
and die; 

And sword and shield 
In bloody field 

Doth win immortal fame. 10 

Boy. Would I were in an alehouse in 
London I I would give all my fame for a 
pot of ale and safety. 

Pist. And I: 

If wishes would prevail with me. 

My purpose should not fail with me, 15 
But thither would 1 hie. 

Boy. As duly, but not as truly. 

As bird doth sing on bough. 

Enter Fluellen. 

Flu. Up to the breach, you dogs!; 
Avaunt, you cullions ! 20 j 

[D/ iving them forward. \ 
Pist. Be merciful, great duke, to men of 
mould. 

Abate thy rage, abate thy manly rage; 
Abate thy rage, great duke. 

Good bawcock, bate thy rage. Use lenity, 
sweet chuck. 

Nym. These be good humours. Your 
honour wins bad humours. 26 

[Exeunt ail but Boy. 
Boy. As young as I am, I have observ'd 
these three swashers. I am boy to them 
all three ; but all they three, though they 
would serve me, could not be man to me; 
for indeed three such antics do not amount 
to a man. For Bardolph, he is white-, 
liver'd and red-fac'd; by the means i 
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w'hcreof 'a faces it out, but fights not. For 
Pistol, he hath a killing tongue and a 
quiet sword ; by the means whereof 'a 
breaks words and keeps whole weapons. 
For Nym, he hath heard that men of few 
words are the best men, and therefore he 
scorns to say his prayers lest 'a should be 
thought a coward ; but his few bad words 
arc match'd with as few good deeds ; for 'a 
never broke any man's head but his own, 
and that was against a post when he was 
drunk, lliey w'ill steal anything, and call 
it purchase. Bardolph stole a lute-case, 
bore it twelve leagues, and sold it for three 
halfpence. Nyni and Bardolph are sworn 
brothers in filching, and in Calais they stole 
a fire-shovel; I knew by that piece of 
service the men would carry coals. They 
would have me as familiar with men's 
pockets as their gloves or their hand- 
kerchers ; which makes much against my 
manhood, if 1 should take from another's 
pocket to put into mine; for it is plain 
pocketing up of wrongs. I must leave them 
and seek some better serv ice ; their villainy 
goes against my weak stomach, and there¬ 
fore 1 must cast it up. [Exit. 

Re-enter Fluellen, Gower following. 

Cow. Captain Fluellen, you must come 
presently to the mines; the Duke of 
Gloucester would speak with you. 53 

Flu. To the mines I Tell you the Duke 
it is not so good to come to the mines ; for, 
look you, the mines is not according to the 
disciplines of the war; the concavities of 
it is not sufficient. For, look you, th' 
athversary—you may discuss unto the 
Duke, look you—is digt himself four yard 
under the countermines; by Cheshii, I 
think 'a will plow up all, if there is not 
better directions. 60 

Gow. The Duke of Gloucester, to whom 
the order of the siege is given, is altogether 
directed by an Irishman—a very valiant 
gentleman, i' faith. 

Flu. It is Captain Maemorris, is it not ? 

Gow. I think it be. 05 

Flu. By Cheshu, he is an ass, as in the 
world : I will verify as much in his beard ; 
he has no more directions in the true 
disciplines of the wars, look you, of the 
Roman disciplines, than is a puppy-dog. 

Enter Macmorris and Captain Jamy. 

Gow. Here *a comes; and the Scots 
captain. Captain Jamy, with him, 71 

Flu. Captain Jamy is a marvellous 

falorous gentleman, that is certain, and of 
great exj^ition and knowledge in th' 
aunchiant wars, upon my particular 
knowledge of his directions. By Cheshu, 
he will maintain his argument as wdl as 
any military man in the world, in the 



Scene 2] 

disciplines of the pristine wars of the 
Romans. 77 

Jamy, I say gud day. Captain Fluellen. 
Flu, God-den to your worship, good 
Captain James. 

Gow. How now, Captain Maemorris! 
Have you quit the mines ? Have the 
pioneers given o'er ? bi 

Mac. By Chrish, la, tish ill done 1 The 
work ish give over, the trompet sound the 
retreat. By my hand. 1 swear, and my 
father’s soul, the work ish ill done ; it ish 
give over; I would have blowed up the 
town, so Chrish save me, la, in an hour. 
O, tish ill done, tish ill done ; by my hand, 
tish ill done ! s? 

Flu. Captain Maemorris, I beseech you 
now, will you \'outsafe me, look you, a few 
disputations with you, as partly touching 
or concerning the disciplines of the war, 
the Roman wars, in the way of argument, 
look you, and friendly communication; 
partly to satisfy my opinion, and partly for 
the satisfaction, look you, of my mind, as 
touching the direction of the military 
discipline, that is the point. qs 

Jamy. It sail be vary gud, gud feith, gud 
captains bath; and I sail quit you with 
gud leve, as I may pick occasion; that 
sail I, marry. 9*^ 

Mac. It is no time to discourse, so Chrish 
save me. The day is hot, and the weather, 
and the wars, and the King, and the Dukes; 
it is no time to discourse. The town is 
beseech’d, and the trumpet call us to the 
breach ; and we talk and, be Chrish, do 
nothing. 'Tis shame for us all, so God sa’ 
me, 'tis shame to stand still; it is shame, 
by my hand; and there is throats to be 
cut, and works to be done; and there ish 
nothing done, so Chrish sa’ me, la. 10; 

Jamy. By the mess, ere theisc eyes of 
mine take themselves to slomber, ay’ll de 
gud service, or I’ll lig i’ th’ grund for it; 
ay, or go to death. And I’ll pay’t as 
valorousiy as I may, that sail I suerly do, 
that is the breff and the long. Marry, I wad 
full fain heard some question ’tween you 
tway. 

Flu. Captain Maemorris, 1 think, look 
you, under your correction, there is not 
many of your nation— ns 

Mac. Of my nation ? What ish my 
nation ? Ish a villain, and a bastard, and 
a knave, and a rascal. What ish my nation ? 
Who talks of my nation 7 ns 

Flu. Look you, if you take the matter 
otherwise than is meant. Captain Mae¬ 
morris, peradventure I shall think you do 
not use me with that affability as in 
discretion you ought to use me, look you ; 
being as good a man as yourself, both in 
the disciplines of war and'in the derivation 
of my birth, and in other particularities. 124 


KING HENRY THE FIFTH^ 

Mac. 1 do not know you so good a man 
as myself; so Chrish save me, 1 will cut 
off your head. 

Oow. Gentlemen both, you will mistake 
each other. 

Jamy. Ah ! that’s a foul fault. 

[A parley sounded. 
Gow. The town sounds a parley. 129 
Flu. Captain Maemorris, when there is 
more better opportunity to be required, 
look you, 1 will be so bold as to tell you 
1 know the disciplines of war; and there 
is an end. llixeimf. 

Scene HI, Before tlie gates of Harfleur. 

Enter the Governor and some Citizens on 
the walls. Enter the King and all his 
Train before the gates. 

King. How yet resolves the Governor of 
the town 7 

This is the latest parle we will admit; 
Therefore to our best mercy give your¬ 
selves 

Or, like to men proud of destruction. 

Defy us to our worst; for, as I am a 
soldier, s 

A name that in my thoughts becomes me 
best, 

If I begin the batt’ry once again, 

I will not leave the half-achieved Harfleur 
Till in her ashes she lie buried. 

The gates of mercy shall be all shut up, 10 
And the flesh'd soldier, rough and hard of 
heart, 

In liberty of bloody hand shall range 
With conscience wide as hell, mowing like 
grass 

Your fresh fair virgins and your flow'ring 
infants. 

What is it then to me if impious w’ar, 15 
Array’d in flames, like to the prince of 
fiends. 

Do, with his smirch’d complexion, all fell 
feats 

Enlink’d to waste and desolation ? 

What is’t to me when you yourselves are 
cause, 

If your pure maidens fall into the hand 20 
Of hot and forcing violation ? 

What rein can hold licentious wickc-dness 
When down the hill he holds his fierce 
career ? 

We may as bootless spend our vain com¬ 
mand 

Upon th’ enraged soldiers in their spoil, 25 
As send precepts to the Leviathan 
To come ashore. Therefore, you men of 
Harfleur, 

Take pity of your town and of your people 
Whiles yet my soldiers are in my command; 
Whiles yet the cool and temperate wind of 
grace 30 

O’erblows the filthy and contagious clouds 
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Of heady murder, spoil, and villainy. 

If not—why, in a moment look to see 
The blind and bloody soldier with foul hand 
Defile the locks of your shrill-shrieking 
daughters; 35 

Your fathers taken by the silver beards. 
And their most reverend heads dashed to 
the walls; 

Your naked infants spitted upon pikes. 
Whiles the mad mothers with their howls 
confus'd 

Do break the clouds, as did the wives of 
Jewry 4 ^ 

At Herod's bloody-hunting slaughtermen. 
Wnat say you ? Will you yield, and this 
avoid ? 

Or, guilty in defence, be thus destroy’d ? 
Gov. Our expectation hath this day an 
end : 

The Dauphin, whom of succours we en¬ 
treated, 45 

Returns us that his powers arc yet not 
ready 

To raise so great a siege. Therefore, great 
Kini, 

We yield our town and lives to thy soft 
mercy. 

Enter our gates ; dispose of us and ours ; 
For we no longer are defensible. 50 

King. Open your gates. [BxU Governor. 
Come, uncle Exeter, 

Go you and enter Harfleur ; there remain, 
And fortify it strongly 'gainst the French ; 
Use mercy to them all. For us, dear uncle, 
The winter coming on, and sickness growing 
Upon our soldiers, we will retire to Calais. 
To-night in Harfleur will we be your guest; 
To-morrow for the march are we addrest. 

[Flourish. The King and his train 
enter the town. 

Scene IV. Rouen. The French King*s 
palace. 

Enter Katherine and Alice. 

Kath. Alice, tu as en Anglctcrrc, et tu 
paries bien le langage. 

Alice. Un pen, madame. 

Kath. Je te prie, m'enseignez; il faut que 
j'apprenne k parler. Comment appelez- 
vous la main en Anglais ? 5 

Alice. La main ? Elle est appe^ 6 e de hand. 
Kath. De hand. Et les doigts ? 

Alice. Les doigts ? Ma foi, j’oublie les 
doigts; mais je me souviendrai. Les 
doigts ? Je pense qu'ils sont appel^i de 
fingres ; oui, de fingres. 10 

kath. La main, dc hand; les doigts, 
de fingres. Je pense que je suis le bon 
^colicr; j'ai gagnd deux mots d'Anglais 
vftement. Comment appelez-vous les 
ongles ? 

Alice. Les ongles ? Nous les appelons de 
nails. 
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Kath. Dc nails, Ecoutez; dites-moi si 
je parle bien; de hand, dc fingres, et 
de nails, 

Alice. C’est bien dit, madame ; il est fort 
bon Anglais. 

Kath. Dites-moi I'Anglais pour le 
bras. 

Alice. De arm, madame. 

Kath. Et le coude ? 20 

Alice. D'elbow. 

Kath. D’elbow. Je m’en fais la r< 5 p^tition 
de tons les mots que vous m'avez appris 
dds k present. 

Alice. 11 est trop difficile, madame, 
comme je pense. 

Kath. Excusez-moi, Alice ; Ecoutez : 
d'hand, de firigre, de nails, d’arma, de 
bilbo w. 2(> 

Alicct D'elbow, madame. 

Kath. O Seigneur Dicu, je m'en oublie! 
D'elbow. Comment appelez-vous le col ? 
Alice. De nick, madame. 30 

Kath. De nick. Et le menton ? 

Alice. De chin. 

Kath. De sin. Le col, de nick; le 
menton, de sin. 

Alice. Oui. Sauf votre honneur, cn 
v^ri'C, vous prononeez les mots aussi droit 
que les natifs d'Angleterrc. 

Kath. Je nc doutc point d’apprendre, par 
la grace de Dieu, et cn peu de temps. 37 
Alice. N'avez-vous pasddj^ oublid ce que 
jc vous ai enseignd ? 

Kath. Non, je recitcrai k vous prompte- 
ment: d'hand, de fingre, dc mails— 
Alice, Dc nails, madame. 42 

Kath. De nails, de arm, de ilbow. 

Alice. Sauf votre honneur, d’elbow\ 
Kath. Ainsi dis-je ; d'elbow, de nick, 
et de sin. Comment appelez-vous le pied 
et la robe ? 46 

Alice. Le foot, madame ; et le count. 
Kath. Le foot et le count. O Seigneur 
Dieu I ils sont mots de son mauvais, 
corruptible, gros, et impudique, et non 
pour les dames d’honneur d'uscr: je nc 
voudrais prononcer ces mots devant les 
seigneurs de France pour tout le monde. 
Foh ! le foot et le count 1 N^anmoins, 
je reciterai une autre fois ma k^on en¬ 
semble : d’hand, de fingre, de nails, 
d’arm, d’elbow, dc nick, de sin, dc 
foot, le count. 55 

Alice. Excellent, madame! 

Kath. C’est assez pour une fois; allons- 
nous diner. [Exeunt. 

Scene V. The French King*s palace. 

Enter the King of France, the Dauphin, 
Duke of Britaine, the Constable of 
France, and Others. 

Fr. King. *Tis certain he hath pass'd the 
river Somme. 
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Con. And if he be not fought withal, my 
lord, 

Let us not live in France; let us quit all, 
And give our vineyards to a barbarous 
people. 

Dau* O Dieu vivant! Shall a few sprays 
of us, 

The emptying of our fathers* luxury. 

Our scions, put in wild and savage stock, 
Spirt up so suddenly into the clouds. 

And overlook their grafters ? 

Brit. Normans, but bastard Normans, 
Norman bastards! 

Mort Oie.i, ma vie! if they march along 
Unfougiit withal, but 1 will sell my duke¬ 
dom 

To bay a slobb’ry and a dirty farm 
In that nook-shotten isle of Albion. 

Con. Dieu de batailles I where have they 
this mettle ? 

Is not their climate foggy, raw. and dull; 
On whom, as in despite, the sun looks pale. 
Killing their fruit with frowns ? Can sodden 
water, 

A drench for sur-rein’d Jades, their barley- 
broth. 

Decoct their cold blood to such valiant 
heat ? <• 

And shall our quick blood, spirited with 
wine. 

Seem frosty ? O, for honour of our land, 
Let us not hang like roping icicles 
Upon our houses’ thatch, whiles a mort 
frosty people 

Sweat drops of gallant youth in our rich 
fields— 1'? 

Poor we call them in their native lords ! 

Dau. By faith and honour. 

Our madams mock at us and plainly say 
Our mettle is bred out, and they will give 
Their bodies to the lust of English youth 3‘' 
To new-store France with bastard warriors. 

Brit. They bid us to the English dancing- 
schools 

And teach lavoltas high and swift corantos. 
Saying our grace is only in our heels 
And that we are most lofty runaways. 33 

Fr. Kiu". Where is Montjoy the herald r 
Speed him hence; 

Let him greet England with our sharp 
defiance. 

Up, Princes, and, with spirit of honoui 
edged 

More sharper than your swords, hie to tht 
field : 

Charles Dclabreth, High Constable of 
France; jo 

You Dukes of Orleans, Bourbon, and of 
Berri, 

Alergi^n, Brabant, Bar, and Burgundy ; 
Jaques Chatillon, Rambures, Vaudemont, 
Beaumont, Grandpi6, Roussi, and Faucon- 
bridge, 

Foix, Lestrake, Bouciqualt, and Charolois; 
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High dukes, great princes, barons, lords, 
and knights, 46 

For your great seats now quit you of great 
shames. 

Bar Harry England, that sweeps through 
our land 

With pennons painted in the blood of 
Harfleiir. 

Rush on his host as doth the melted snow 50 
Upon the valleys, whose low vassal scat 
The Alps doth spit and void his rheum 
upon ; 

Go tlown upon him, you have power 
enough, 

And in a captive chariot into Rouen 
Bring him our prisoner. 

Con. This becomes the great. 5s 

Sorry am 1 his numbers are so few. 

His soldiers sick and famish’d in their 
march ; 

For I am sure, when he shall see our army. 
He’ll drop his heart into the sink of fear, 
And for achievement offer us his ransom, oo 
Fr. King. Therefore, Lord Constable, 
haste on Montjoy, 

And let him say to England that we send 
To know' what willing ransom he will give. 
Prince Dauphin, you shall stay with us in 
Rouen. 

Dati. Not so, I do beseech your Majesty. 
Fr. King. Be patient, for you shall 
remain with us. <.<> 

Now forth. Lord Constable and Princes all, 
And quickly bring us word of England’s 
fall. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI. The English camp in Picardy. 

Enter Captains, English and Welsh, Gower 
and Fluellen. 

Gow. How now'. Captain Fluellen ! Come 
you from the bridge ? 

Flu. 1 assure you there is very excellent 
services committed at the bridge. 

Gow. Is the Duke of Exeter safe ? 5 

Flu. The Duke of Exeter is as magnani¬ 
mous as Agamemnon ; and a man that I 
love and honour with my soul, and my 
heart, and my duty, and my live, and my 
living, and my uttermost power. He is not 
—God be praised and blessed!—any hurt 
in the world, but keeps the bridge most 
valiantly, with excellent discipline. There 
is an aunchient Lieutenant there at the 
bridge—I think in my very conscience he 
is as valiant a man as Mark Antony ; and 
he is a man of no estimation in the world ; 
but 1 did see him do as gallant service. 15 
Gow. What do you call him ? 

Flu. He is call'd Aunchient Pistol. 

Gow. I know him not. 

Enter Pistol* 

Flu. Here is the man* 
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PisL Captain, 1 thee beseech to do tne 
favours. 20 

The Duke of Exeter doth love thee 
well. 

Flu. Ay, I praise God; and I have 
'merited some love at his hands. 

PisL Bardolph, a soldier, firm and sound 
of heart, =4 

And of buxom valour, hath by cruel fate 
And giddy Fortune's furious fickle wheel. 
That goddess blind, 

That stands upon the rolling restless 
stone— 

Flu. By your patience, Aunchient Pistol. 
Fortune is painted blind, with a muffler 
afore her eyes, to signify to you that 
Fortune is blind; and she is painted also 
with a wheel, to signify to you, which is the 
moral of it, that she is turning, and incon¬ 
stant, and mutability, and variation ; and 
her foot, look you, is fixed upon a spherical 
stone, which rolls, and rolls, and rolls. In 
good truth, the poet makes a most excellent 
description of it: Fortune is an excellent 
moral. 37 

Pist, Fortune is Bardolph's foe, and 
frowns on him; 

For he hath stol'n a pax, and hanged must 
*a be— 

A damned death ! 40 

Let gallows gape for dog ; let man go free, 
And let not hemp his windpipe suffocate. 
But Exeter hath given the doom of death 
For pax of little price. 

Therefore, go speak—the Duke will hear 
thy voice; 45 

And let not Bardolph's vital thread be cut 
With edge of penny cord and vile reproach. 
Speak, Captain, for his life, and 1 will thee 
requite. 

Flu. Aunchient Pistol, I do partly under¬ 
stand your meaning. 50 

Pist, Why then, rejoice therefore. 

Flu. Certainly, Aunchient, it is not a 
thing to rejoice at; for if, look you, he 
were my brother, I would desire the Duke 
to use his good pleasure, and put him to 
execution ; for discipline ought to be used. 

Pist, Die and be damn'd I and figo for 
thy friendship I 56 

Flu. It is well. 

Pist, The fig of Spain ! [Ex/f. 

Flu. Very good. 

Gow, Why, this is an arrant counterfeit 
rascal; I remember him now—a bawd, a 
cutpurse. 61 

Flu. I'll assure you, *a utt'rcd as prave 
words at the pridge as you shall see in a 
summer's day. But it is very well; what 
he has spoke to me, that is well, I warrant 
you, when time is serve. 65 

Gow, Why, 'tis a gull, a fool, a rogue, that 
now and then goes to the wars to grace 
himself, at his return into London, under 
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[Act 3 

the form of a soldier. And such fellows are 
perfect in the great commanders' names; 
and they will learn you by rote where 
services were done—at such and such a 
sconce, at such a breach, at such a convoy ; 
who came off bravely, who was shot, who 
disgrac'd, what terms the enemy stood on ; 
and this they con perfectly in the phrase of 
war, which they trick up with new-tuned 
oaths ; and what a beard of the General's 
cut and a horrid suit of the camp will do 
among foaming bottles and ale-wash'd 
wits is wonderful to be thought on. But 
you must learn to know' such slanders of 
the age, or else you may be marvellously 
mistook. 79 

Flu, I tell you what. Captain Gower, I 
do perceive he is not the man that he would 
gladly make show to the world he is ; if 1 
find a hole in his coat I will tell him my 
mind. fl>rt4m within] Hark you, the King 
is coming; and 1 must speak with him 
from the pridge. 

Drum and colours. Enter the King and his 
poor Soldiers, and Gloucester. 

God pless your Majesty ! 85 

King, How now, Fluellen I Cam'st thou 
from the bridge ? 

Flu. Ay, so please your Majesty. The 
Duke of Exeter has very gallantly main¬ 
tain'd the pridge ; the French is gone off, 
look you, and there is gallant and most 
prave passages. Marry, th' athversary was 
have possession of the pridge; but he is 
enforced to retire, and the Duke of Exeter 
is master of the pridge; I can tell your 
Majesty the Duke is a prave man. 93 
King, What men have you lost, Fluellen? 
Flu, The perdition of th' athvcrsar>^ hath 
been very great, reasonable great; marry, 
for my part, I think the Duke hath lost 
never a man, but one that is like to be 
executed for robbing a church—one 
Bardolph, if your Majesty know the man ; 
his face is all bubukles, and whelks, and 
knobs, and flames o’ fire; and his lips 
blows at his nose, and it is like a coal of 
fire, sometimes plue and sometimes red ; 
but his nose is executed and his fire's out. 

King, We would have all such offenders 
so cut off. And we give express charge 
that in our marches through the country 
there be nothing compell'd from the 
villages, nothing taken but paid for, none 
of the French upbraided or abused in 
disdainful language; for when lenity and 
cruelty play for a kingdom the gentler 
;amestcr is the soonest winner. 

Tucket, Enter Mont joy. 

Monl. You know me by my habit, no 
King, Well then, I know thee; what 
shall I know of thee 7 
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Scene 6] 

Mont, My master’s mind. 

King, Unfold it. 113 

Mont Thus says my king. Say thou to 
Harry of England; I'hough we seem’d dead 
we did but sleep ; advantage is a better 
soldier than rashness. Tell him we could 
have rebuk'd him at Harfleur, but that we 
thought not good to bruise an injury till 
it were full ripe. Now we sf^ak upon our 
cue, and our voice is imperial; England 
shall repent his folly, see his weakness, and 
admire our sufferance. Bid him therefore 
consider of his ransom, which must propor¬ 
tion the losses we have borne, the subjects 
we have lost, the disgrace we have digested; 
which, in weight to re-answer, his pettiness 
would bow under. For our losses his 
exchequer is too poor; for th' effusion of 
our blood, the muster of his kingdom too 
faint a number; and for our disgrace, his 
own person kneeling at our feet but a weak 
and worthless satisfaction. To this add 
defiance; and tell him, for conclusion, he 
hath betrayed his followers, whose con¬ 
demnation is pronounc’d. So far my king 
and master ; so much my office. 131 

King, What is thy name ? 1 know thy 
quality. 

Mont Montjoy. 

King, Thou dost thy office fairly. Turn 
thee back, 134 

And tell thy king 1 do not seek him now, 
But could be willing to march on to Calais 
Without impeachment; for, to say the 
sooth— 

Though 'tis no wisdom to confess so much 
Unto an enemy of craft and vantage— 

My people arc with sickness much en¬ 
feebled ; 140 

My numbers lessen’d ; and those few I have 
Almost no better than so many French ; 
Who when they were in health, 1 tell thee, 
herald, 

I thought upon one pair of English legs 
Did march three Frenchmen. Yet forgive 
me, God, ns 

That 1 do brag thus; this your air of 
France 

Hath blown that vice in me; 1 must 
repent. 

Go, therefore, tell thy master here I am; 
My ransom is this frail and worthless trunk ; 
My army but a weak and sickly guard ; 150 
Yet, God before, tell him we will come on, 
Though France himself and such another 
neighbour 

Stand in our way. There's for thy labour, 
Montjoy. 

Go, bid thy master well advise himself. 

If we may pass, we will; if we be hind’red, 
We shall your tawny ground with your red 
blood 156 

Discolour; and so, Montjoy, fare you well. 
The sum of all our answer is but this; 


We would not seek a battle as we are; 
Nor as we are, we say, we will not 
shun it. 

I So tell your master. i6r 

Mont I shall deliver so. Thanks to ycur 
Highness. [Exit. 

Glo, I hope they will not come upon us 
now. 

King, Wc are in God's hand, brother, 
not in theirs. 

March to the bridge, it now dr^^ws tow^ard 
night; 

Beyond the river we’ll encamp ourselves. 
And on to-morrow bid them march away. 

[Exeunt, 

ScENK VII. The French camp near 
Agincourt 

Enter the Constable of France, the Lord 
Rambures, the Duke of Orleans, the 
Dauphin, with Others. 

Con. Tut! I ha\'C the best armour of the 
w'orld. Would it were day 1 
Orl, You have an excellent armour ; but 
let my horse have bis due. 

Con. It is the best horse of Europe. 5 
Orl, Will it never be morning ? 

Dau. My Lord of Orleans and my Lord 
High Constable, you talk of horse and 
armour ? 

Ort You are as well provided of both as 
any prince in the world. 10 

Dau, What a long night is this 1 I will 
not change my horse with any that treads 
but on four pasterns. Ca, ha 1 he bounds 
from the earth as if his entrails were hairs ; 
le cheval volant, the Pegasus, chez les 
narines de feu I When 1 bestride him 1 
soar, I am a hawk. He trots the air; the 
earth sings when he touches it; the basest 
horn of his hoof is more musical than the 
pipe of Hermes. 

Ort He’s of the colour of the nutmeg. 19 
Dau, And of the heat of the ginger. It is 
a beast for Perseus: he is pure air and 
fire; and the dull elements of earth and 
water never appear in him, but only in 
patient stillness while his rider mounts 
him; he is indeed a horse, and all other 
jades you may call beasts. 

Con, Indeed, my lord, it is a most 
absolute and excellent horse. 26 

Dau, It is the prince of palfreys ; his 
neigh is like the bidding of a monarch, and 
his countenance enforces homage. 

Ort No more, cousin. 30 

Dau, Nay, the man hath no wit that 
cannot, from the rising of the lark to the 
odging of the lamb, vary deserved praise 
on my palfrey. It is a theme as ffuent as 
the sea: turn the sands into eloquent 
ongues, and my horse is argument for them 
aU; 'tis a subject for a sovereign to reason 
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©a, and for a SDvereisjn’s sovereign to rid 
on ; and for the world—familiar to us and 
unknown—to lay apart their particula 
functions and wonder at him. I once wri 
a sonnet in his praise and began thus 
‘ Wonder of nature '— 4 

Orl, I have heard a sonnet begin so to 
one’s mistress. 

Dau. Then did they imitate that which ! 
compos’d to my courser: for my horse i: 
my mistress. 

Orl. Your mistress bears well. 

Dau. Me well; which is the prescripi 
praise and perfection of a good and 
particular mistress. 4 

Con. Nay, for methought yesterday you 
mistress shrewdly shook your back. 

Dau. So perhaps did yours. 

Con. Mine was not bridled. 5‘ 

Dau. O, then belike she was old and 
gentle ; and you rode like a kern of Ireland 
your French hose off and in your straii 
strossers. 

Con. You have good judgment in horse¬ 
manship. 

Dan. Be warn’d by me, then : they that 
ride so, and ride not warily, fall into foil 
bogs. I had rather have my horse to my 
mistress. 

Con. I had as lief have my mistress a 
jade. 

Dan 1 tell thee, Constable, my mistres^ 
weais liis own hair. (k> 

Con. 1 could make as true a boast as that, 
if 1 had a sow to my mistress. 

Dau. ’ Le chien est retourne k son propre 
vornissement, et la truie lav 4 e au bourbier.’ 
Thou mak’st use of anything. r,% 

Con. Yet do I not use my horse for my 
mistress, or any such proverb so little kin 
to the purpose. 

Ram. My Lord Constable, the armour 
that 1 saw in your tent to-night—are those 
stars or suns upon it ? 

Con. Stars, my lord. 

Dau. Some of them will fall to-morrow, 

I hope. 

Con. And yet my sky shall not want. 

Dau. That may be, for you bear a many 
superiluously, and ’twere more honour some 
were away. 

Con. Ev'n as your horse bears your 
praises, who would trot as well were some 
of your brags dismounted. ; 

Dau. Would I were able to load him with 
nis desert! Will it never be day ? I will 
trot to-morrow a mile, and my way shall 
be paved with English faces. r ^ 

Con- I will not say so, for fear I should 
be fac'd out of my way; but I would it 
were morning, for I would fain be about the 
ears of the English. 

Rfliw- Who will go to hazard with me for 
twenty prisoners ? i 
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[Act 3 

Con. You must first go yourself to hazard 
ere you have them. 86 

Dau. 'Tis midnight; I’ll go arm myself. 

[Exit. 

Orl. The Dauphin longs for morning. 
Ram. He longs to eat the English. 

Con. 1 think he will cat all he kills, go 
Ori. By the white hand of my lady, he’s 
a gallant prince. 

Con. Swear by her foot, that she may 
tread out the oath. 

Orl. He is simply the most active gentle¬ 
man of France. 95 

Con. Doing is activity, and he will still 
be doing. 

Orl. He never did harm that 1 heard of. 
Con. Nor will do none to-morrow: he 
will keep that good name still. 

Orl. I know him to be valiant. loo 
Con. 1 was told that by one that knows 
him better than you. 

Orl. What’s he ? 

Con. Marry, he told me so himself; and 
he said he car’d not who knew it. 305 

Orl. He needs not; it is no hidden virtue 
in him. 

Con, By my faith, sir, but it is; never 
anybody saw it but his lackey. 'Tis a 
hooded valour, and when it appears it will 
bate. 

Orl. Ill-will never said well. no 

Con. I will cap that proverb with ‘ There 
is flattery in friendship ’. 

Orl. And I will take up that with ‘ Give 
the devil his due’. 114 

Con. Well plac'd! There stands your 
friend for the devil; have at the very eye 
of that proverb with * A pox of the devil I' 
Orl. You arc the better at proverbs by 
how much ' A fool’s bolt is soon shot 
Con. You have shot over. iso 

Orl. 'Tis not the first time you were 
overshot. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My Lord High Constable, the 
English lie within fifteen hundred paces of 
your tents. 

Con. Who hath measur'd the ground ? 
Mess. The Lord Grandpi6. 1^5 

Con. A valiant and most expert gentle¬ 
man. Would it were day I Alas, poor 
Harry of England 1 he longs not for the 
dawning as we do. 

Orl. What a wretched and peevish fellow 
s this King of England, to mope with his 
fat-brain’d followers so far out of his 
knowledge I 131 

Con. If the English had any apprehension, 
hey would run away. 

Orl. That they lack; for if their heads 
had any intellectual armour, they could 
never wear such heavy head-pieces. 136 
Ram. That island of England breeds very 
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Scene 7] 

Viiliant creatures; their mastids are of 
unmatchable courage. 

Orl, Foolish curs, that run winking into 
the mouth of a Russian bear, and have 
their heads crush'd like rotten apples ! You 
may as well say that's a valiant flea that 
dare eat his breakfast on the lip of a lion. 

Con. Just, just I and the men do sym¬ 
pathise with the mastiffs in robustious and 
rough coming on, leaving their wits with 
their wives ; and then give them great 
meals of beef and iron and steel; they will 
eat like wolves and fight like devils. h: 

Orh Ay, but these Fnglish are shrewdly 
out of beef. 

Con. Then shall we find to-morrow they 
have only stomachs to cat, and none tc 
fight. Now is it time to arm. Come, shall 
we about it ? i.si 

Orl, It is now two o'clock ; but let me 
see—by ten 

We shall have each a hundred Englishmen. 

[Exeunf 

ACT FOUR 
PROLOGUE 
Enter Chorus. 

Chor, Now entertain conjecture of a time 
When creeping murmur and the poring 
dark 

Fills the wide vessel of the universe. 

From camp to camp, through the foul 
womb of night. 

The hum of either army stilly sounds, 5 
That the fix'd sentinels almost receive 
The secret whispers of each other’s watch. 
Fire answers fire, and through their paly 
flames 

Each battle sees tlie other's umber’d lace; 
Steed threatens steed, in high and boastful 
neighs 10 

Piercing the night’s dull car ; and from the 
tents 

The armourers accomplishing the knights. 
With busy hammers closing rivets up, 

Give dreadful note of preparation, 

I'he country cocks do crow, the clocks do 
toll, J •> 

And the third hour of drowsy morning 
name. 

Proud of their numbers and secure in soul, 
The confident and over-lusty French 
Do the low-rated English play at dice ; 

And chide the cripple tardy-gaited night .lu 
Who like a foul and ugly witch doth limp 
So tcHliously away. The poor condemned 
English, 

Like sacrifices, by their watchful fires 
Sit patiently and inly ruminate 
The morning's danger; and their gesture 
sad 25 

Investing lank-lean cheeks and war-worn 
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Presenteth them unto the gazing moon 
So many horrid ghosts. O, now, who will 
behold 

Lhe royal captain of this ruin'd band 
Walking from watch to watch, from lent to 
lent, 30 

Let him cry ‘ Praise and glory on his 
head!' 

F’or forth he goes and visits all his host; 
Bids them good morrow with a modest 
smile, 

And calls them brothers, friends, and 
countrymen. 

Upon his royal face there is no note 35 
How dread an army hath enrounded him ; 
Nor doth he dedicate one jot of colour 
Unto the weary and all-watched night; 
But freshly looks, and over-bears attaint 
Witli cheerful semblance and sweet 
majesty; 

I hat every wTetch, pining and pale before, 
Beholding him, plucks comfort from his 
looks ; 

A largess universal, like the sun. 

His liberal eye doth give to every one, 

I hawing cold fear, that mean and gentle all 
Behold, as may unworthincss define, 46 
A little touch of Harry in the night. 

And so our scene must to the battle fly ; 
Where—O for pity !—we shall much 
disgrace 

With four or five most vile and ragged foils, 
Right ill-dispos'd in brawl ridiculous, 51 
The name of Agincourt. Yet sit and see, 
.Minding true things by what their mcck'ries 
be. lExif. 

Scene 1. France, The English camp at 
Agincourt. 

Enter the King, Bedford, and 
Gloucester. 

King. Gloucester, 'tis true that we are in 
great danger; 

The greater therefore should our courage he. 
Good morrow, brother Bedford. God 
Almighty ! 

There is some soul of goodness in things 
evil, 

Would men observingly distil it out; 5 

For our bad neighbour makes us early 
stirrers. 

Which is both healthful and good hus¬ 
bandry. 

Besides, they are our outward consciences 
And preachers to us all, admonishing 9 
That we should dress us fairly for our end. 
Thus may we gather honey from the weed, 
And make a moral of the devil himself. 

Enter Erpincham. 

Good morrow, old Sir Thomas Erpingham : 
A good soft pillow for that good white head 
Were better than a churlish turf of France. 
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Erp. Not so, my liege ; this lodging likei 
me better, k 

Since I may say * Now lie I like a king 
King. 'Tis good for men to love theii 
present pains 

Upon example ; so the spirit is eased ; 
And when the mind is quick’ned, out ol 
doubt i*. 

The organs, though defunct and dead 
before. 

Break up their drowsy grave and newly 
move 

With casted slough and fresh legerity. 
Lend me thy cloak, Sir Thomas. Brother.*- 
both, 2 

Commend me to the princes in our camp 
Do my good morrow to them, and anon 
Desire them all to my pavilion. 

Glo. We shall, my liege. 

Erp. Shall I attend your Grace ? 

King. No, my good knight 

Go with my brothers to my lords of 
England ; 

I and my bosom must debate awhile. 

And then I would no other company. 

Erp, The Lord in heaven bless thee, noble 
Harry ! [Exeunt all but the King. 
King. God-a-mercy, old heart 1 thou 
speak*st cheerfully. 

Enter Pistol, 

Pisf. Qui va U ? 

King. A friend. 

Pist. Discuss unto me: art thou officer, 
Or art thou base, common, and popular ? 
King. I am a gentleman of a company. 
Pist. Trail’st thou the puissant pike ? a 
King. Even so. What are you ? 

Pist. As good a gentleman as the 
Emperor. 

King. Then you are a better than the 
King. 

Pist. The King's a bawcock and a heart 
of gold, 

.A. lad of life, an imp of fame ; 

Of parents good, of fist most valiant. 

I kiss his dirty shoe, and from heart-string 
I love the lovely bully. What is thy name ? 
King. Harry le Roy. 

Pist. Le Roy I a Cornish name; art thou 
of Cornish crew ? 50 

King. No, 1 am a Welshman. 

Pist. Know’st thou Fluellen ? 

King. Yes. 

Pist. Tell him I'll knock his leek about 
his pate 

Upon Saint Davy's day. ss 

King. Do not you wear your dagger in 
your cap that day, lest he knock that about 
yours. 

Pist. Art thou his friend ? 

King. And his kinsman too. 

Pist, The figo for thee, then 1 60 

King. I thank you; God be with you 1 

57a 


[Act 4 

Pist. My name is Pistol call'd. [Exif. 

King. It sorts well with your fierceness. 

Enter Fluellen and Gower. 

Gow. Captain Fluellen! 

Flu. So! in the name of Jesu Christ, 
speak few^er. It is the greatest admiration 
in the universal world, when the true and 
aunchient prerogatifes and laws of the wars 
is not kept; if you would take the pains 
but to examine the wars of Pompey the 
Great, you shall find, I warrant you, that 
there is no tiddle-taddle nor pibblc-pabble 
in Pompey’s camp; 1 warrant you, you 
shall find the ceremonies of the wars, and 
the cares of it, and the forms of it, and the 
sobriety of it, and the modesty of it, to be 
otherwise. h 

Gow. Why, the enemy is loud ; you hear 
him all night. 

Flu. If the enemy is an ass, and a fool, 
and a prating coxcomb, is it meet, think 
you, that we should also, look you, be an 
ass, and a fool, and a prating coxcomb ? In 
your own conscience, now’ ? bo 

Gow. I will speak lower. 

Flu. 1 pray you and beseech you that you 
will. [Exeunl Gotver and Fluellen. 

King. Though it appear a little out of 
fashion. 

There is much care and valour in this 
Welshman. 

Enter three soldiers: John Bates. Alex¬ 
ander Court, and Michael Williams. 

Court. Brother John Bates, is not that 
the morning which breaks yonder ? 86 

Bates. 1 think it be; but we have no 
great cause to desire the approach of day. 

Will. We see yonder the beginning of the 
day, but I think we shall never see the end 
of it. Who goes there ? 

King. A friend. 

Will. Under what captain serve you ? 

King. Under Sir Thomas Erpinghara. 

Will. A good old commander and a most 
kind gentleman. I pray you, what thinks 
he of our estate ? 96 

King. Even as men wreck'd upon a sand, 
that look to be wash'd off the next tide. 

Bates. He hath not told his thought to 
the King ? 

King. No ; nor it is not meet he should. 
For though I speak it to you, I think the 
King is but a man as 1 am; the violet 
smells to him as it doth to me ; the element 
shows to him as it doth to me; all his 
senses have but human conditions; his 
ceremonies laid by, in his nakedness he 
appears but a man; and though his 
affections are higher mounted than ours, 
yet, when they stoop, they stoop with the 
like wing. Therefore, when he sees reason 
of fears, as we do, his fears, out of doubt. 
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be of the same relish as ours are; yet, in 
reason, no man should possess him with any 
appearance of fear, lest he, by showing it, 
should dishearten his army. m 

Bates. He may show what outward 
courage he will; but 1 believe, as cold a 
night as ’tis, he could wish himself in 
1 hames up to the neck ; and so I would he 
w^ere, and I by him, at all adventures, so w'e 
were quit here. nfi 

King. By my troth, 1 will speak my con¬ 
science of the King : I think he would not 
wish himself anywhere but where he is. 

Bates. Then I would he were here alone ; 
so should he be sure to be ransomed, and a 
many poor men's lives saved. 

King. I dare say you love him not so ill 
to wish him here alone, howsoever you 
speak this, to feel other men’s minds; 
methinks 1 could not die anywhere so con¬ 
tented as in the King’s company, his cause 
being just and his quarrel honourable. 127 
Will. That’s more than we know. 

Bates. Ay, or more than we should seek 
after ; for we know enough if we know we 
are the King’s subjects. If his cause be 
wrong, our obedience to the King wipes the 
crime of It out of us, 

Will. But if the cause be not good, the 
King himself hath a heavy reckoning to 
make when all those legs and arms and 
heads, chopp'd o(f in a battle, shall join 
together at the latter day and cry all ‘ We 
died at such a place ’—some swearing, some 
crying for a surgeon, some upon their wives 
left poor behind them, some upon the debts 
they owe, some uix>n their children rawly 
left. 1 am afeard there are few die well 
that die in a battle; for how can they 
charitably dispose of anything when blood 
is their argument ? Now, if these men do 
not die well, it will be a black matter for 
the King that led them to it; who to 
disobey were against all proportion of 
subjection. 1 ;5 

King. So, if a son that is by his father 
sent about merchandise do sinfully mis¬ 
carry upon the sea, the imputation of his 
wickedness, by your rule, should be im¬ 
posed upon his father that sent him; or 
if a servant, under his master’s command 
transporting a sum of money, be assailed 
by robbers and die in many irreconcil’d 
iniquities, you may call the business of the 
master the author of the servant's damna¬ 
tion. But this is not so: the King is not 
bound to answer the particular endings of 
his soldiers, the father of his son, nor the 
master of his servant; for they purpose not 
their death when they purpose their 
services. Besides, there is no king, be his 
cause never so spotless, if it come to the 
arbitrement of swords, can try it out with 
all unspotted soldiers: some peradventure 


have on them the guilt of premeditated and 
contrived murder; some, of beguiling' 
virgins with the broken seals of perjury; 
some, making the wars their bulwark, that 
have before gored the gentle bosom of peace 
with pillage and robbery. Now, if these 
men have defeated the law and outrun 
native punishment, though they can out¬ 
strip men they have no wings to fly from 
God: war is His beadle, war is His vengeance; 
so that here men are punish’d for before¬ 
breach of the King’s laws in now the King’s 
quarrel. V/hcre they feared the death they 
have borne life away; and where they 
would be safe they perish. Then if they die 
unprovided, no more is the King guilty of 
their damnation than he was l>efore guilty 
of those impieties for the which they are 
now visited. Every subject’s duty is the 
King's ; but every subject’s soul is his own. 
Therefore should every soldier in the wars 
do as every sick man in his bed—wash 
every mote out of his conscience ; and 
dying so, death is to him advantage; or 
not dying, the time was blessedly lost 
w'herein such preparation w^as gained ; and 
in him that escapes it were not sin to think 
that, making God so free an offer. He let 
him outlive that day to see His greatness, 
and to teach others how they should 
prepare. 1S3 

Will. 'Tis certain, every man that dies 
ill, the ill upon his own head—the King is 
not to answer for it. 

Bales. 1 do not desire he should answer 
for me, and yet 1 determine to fight lustily 
for him. 

King. I myself heard the King say he 
would not be ransom’d. 189 

Will. Ay, he said so, to make us fight 
cheerfully; but when our throats are cut 
he may be ransom’d, and we ne'er the 
wiser. 

King. If I live to see it, I will never trust 
his word after. 194 

Will. You pay him then 1 That's a 
perilous shot out of an eldcr-gim, that a 
poor and a private displeasure can do 
against a monarch! You may as well go 
about to turn the sun to icc with fanning 
in his face with a peacock's feather. You’D 
never trust his word after I Come, 'tis a 
foolish saying. 200 

King. Your reproof is something too 
round ; 1 should be angry with you, if the 
time were convenient. 

Will. Let it be a quarrel between us if 
you live. 

K ing. 1 embrace it. 

Will. How shall 1 know thee again ? 205 

King, Give me any gage of thine, and I 
will wear it in my bonnet; then if ever 
thou dar'st acknowledge it, 1 will make it 
my quarreL 
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Will* Here’s my glove; give me another 
of thine. 

King* There. 210 

Will, This will I also wear in my cap; 
if ever thou come to me and say, after to¬ 
morrow, * This is my glove by this hand 
I will take thee a box on the ear. 

King. If ever 1 live to sec it, I will 
challenge it. 

Will, Thou dar’st as well be hang’d. 215 
King, Well, I will do it, though 1 take 
thee in the King’s company. 

Will, Keep thy word. Fare thee well. 
Bates, Be friends, you English fools, be 
friends ; w^e have French quarrels enow, if 
you could tell how to reckon. 221 

King, Indeed, the French may lay twenty 
French crowns to one they wUl beat us, for 
they bear them on their shoulders ; but it 
is no English treason to cut F'rench crowns, 
and to-morrow the King himself will be a 
clipper. [Exeunt Soldiers, 

Upon the King ! Let us our lives, our souls. 
Our debts, our careful wives, 22; 

Onr children, and our sins, lay on the King ! 
We must bear all. O hard condition. 
Twin-born with greatness, subject to the 
breath 

Of every fool, whose sense no more can feel 
But his own wringing 1 What infinite 
heart’s case 

Must kings neglect that priv^ate men enjoy ! 
And what have kings that privates have 
not too, 234 

Save ceremony—save general ceremony ? 
And what art thou, thou idol Ceremony ? 
What kind of god art thou, that suffer’st 
more 

Of mortal griefs than do thy worshippers ? 
What are thy rents ? What are thy com- 
ings-in ? 

O Ceremony, show me but thy worth ! 240 
What is thy soul of adoration ? 

Art thou aught else but place, degree, and 
form, 

Creating awe and fear in other men ? 
Wherein thou art less happy being fear’d 
Than they in fearing. 245 

What drinlc’st thou oft, instead of homage 
sweet. 

But poison’d flattery ? O, be sick, great 
greatness. 

And bid thy ceremony give thee cure I 
Thitiks thou the fiery fever will go out 
With titles blown from adulation ? 250 

Will it give place to flexure and low 
bending ? 

Canst thou, when thou command’st the 
beggar’s knee. 

Command the health of it ? No, thou proud 
dream, 

That play’st so subtly with a king’s repose. 

I am a king that find thee ; and I know 255 
’Tis not the balm, the sceptre, and the ball, | 
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The sword, the mace, the crown imperial, 
The intertissued robe of gold and pearl, 
The farced title running fore the king. 

The throne he sits on, nor the tide of pomp 
That beats upon the high shore of this 
world— 261 

No, not all these, thnee gorgeous ceremony. 
Not all these, laid in bed majestical, 

Can sleep so soundly as the wretched slave 
Who, with a body fill’d and vacant mind. 
Gets him to rest, cramm’d with distressful 
bread; 266 

Never sees horrid night, the child of hell; 
But, like a lackey, from the rise to set 
Sweats in the eye of Phoebus, and all night 
Sleeps in Elysium ; next day, after dawn, 
Doth rise and help Hyperion to his horse ; 
And follows so the ever-running year 272 
With profitable labour, to his grave. 

And but for ceremony, such a wretch. 
Winding up days with toil and nights with 
sleep, 275 

Had the fore-hand and vantage of a king. 
The slave, a member of the country’s peace, 
Enjoys it; but in gross brain little wots 
What watch the king keeps to maintain the 
peace 279 

Whose hours the peasant best advantages. 

Enter Eiu>ingham. 

Erp, My lord, your nobles, jealous of 
your absence. 

Seek through your camp to find you. 

King, Good old knight. 

Collect them all together at my tent; 

I’ll be before thee. 

Erp, 1 shall do’t, my lord. fExif. 
King, O God of battles, steel my soldiers’ 
hearts. 

Possess them not with fear I Take from 
them now 286 

The sense of rcck’ning, if th’ opposed 
numbers 

Pluck their hearts from them I Not to-day, 
O Lord, 

O, not to-day, think not upon the fault 
My father made in compassing the crown ! 
I Richard’s body have interred new, 291 
And on it have bestowed more contrite 
tears 

Than from it issued forced drops of blood ; 
Five hundred poor I have in yearly pay, 
Who twice a day their wither’d hands hold 

up 295 

Toward heaven, to pardon blood; and I 
have built 

Two chantries, where the sad and solemn 
priests 

Sing still for Richard’s soul. More will 1 do; 
Though all that I can do is nothing worth. 
Since that my penitence comes after all, 300 
Imploring pardon. 

ErUer Gloucester* 
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G/o. My liege! 

King. My brother Gloucester’s voice ? 
Ay; 

I know thy errand, 1 will go with thee; 
The day, my friends, and all things, stay for 
me, [lixeiinb 

Scene II. T/ie French camp. 

Enter the Dauphin, Orlp:ans, Rambures, 
and Ctaers. 

Orl. The sun doth gild our armour ; up, 
my lords ! 

Dau. Montez a cheval! My horse! 
Varlet, laquais ! lla ! 

Orl. O brave spirit! 

l)a\t. Via ! Lcs eaux et la terre— 

Orl. Rien puis ? L’air ct Ic feu. 5 

Dau. Ciel! cousin Orleans. 

Enter Constable. 

Now, my Lord Constable ! 

Cou. Hark how our steeds for present 
service neigh ! 

Dau. Mount them, and make incision in 
their hides. 

That their hot blood may spin in English 
eyes, :u 

And dout them with supernuous coiirape, 
ha! 

Ram. VViiat, will you have them weep 
our horses’ blood ? 

How shall we then behold their natural 
tears ? 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. The English are embattl’d, you 
I'rench peers. 

Con. To horse, you gallant Princes! 
straight to horse ! 

Do but behold yon poor and starved band. 
And your fair show shall suck away their 
souls. 

Leaving them but the shales and husks of 
men. 

There is not work enough for all our bands ; 
Scarce blood enough in all their sickly veins 
To give each naked curtlc-axc a stain » 
That our French gallants shall to-day draw 
out, 

And sheathe for lack of sport. Let us but 
blow on them. 

The vapour of our valour will o’erturn them, 
’Tis positive ’gainst all exceptions, lords, 2^ 
That our superfluous lackeys and our 
peasants— 

Who in unnecessary action sw'arm 
About our squares of battle—were enow 
To purge this held of such a hilding foe ; 
Though we upon this mountain’s basis by 30 
T ook stand for idle speculation— 

But that our honours must not. What’s to 
say ? 

A very little little let us do, 


And all is done. Then let the trumpets 
sound 

The tucket sonance and the note to mount; 
For our approach shall so much dare the 
field 30 

That England shall couch down in fear and 
yield. 

Enter Grandpri^. 

Grand. Why do you stay so long, my 
lords of France ? 

Yond island carrions, desperate of their 
bones. 

Ill-favouicdly become the morning fi^'ld ; 40 
iheir ragged curtains poorly are lei loose. 
And our air shakes them passing scorn!ully : 
liig Mars seems bankrupt in thtir beggar’d 
host, 

And faintly through a rusty beaver peeps, 
I'he horsemen sit like fixed candlesticks 45 
With torch-staves in their hand ; and their 
poor jades 

Lob down their heads, dropping the hides 
and hips, 

T he gum down-roping from thetr pale-dead 
eyes. 

And in their pale dull mouths the gimmal’d 
bit 

Lies foul with chaw’d grass, still and 

motionle'is; 50 

And their executors, the knavish crows, 
Ply o’er them, all impatient for their hour, 
ilescription cannot suit itself in words 
To demonstrate the lite ot such a battle 
In life so lifeless as it shows itself. 55 

Con. They have said their prayers anci 
they stay for death. 

Dau. Shall we go send them dinners and 
fresh suits, 

And give their fasting horses provender, 
And after fight with them ? 

Con. 1 stay but tor my guidon. To the 
field I C O 

I wtU the banner from a tiujupet take. 
And use it for my haste. Crme, ceme, 
away ! 

The sun is high, and we outwear the day. 

(Lxerint. 

Scene III. The English camp. 

Enter Gloucester, Bedford, Exeter, 

Erpingham, with all his host; Salisbury 

and Westmoreland. 

Glo. Where is the King ? 

Bed. The King himself is rode to view 
their battle. 

West. Of fighting men they have full 
thue-score thousand, 

Exe. There’s five to one ; besides, they 
all are fresh. 

Sal. God's arm strike with us! ’tis a 
fearful odds. 5 

God bye you. Princes all; I’ll to my charer. 
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If we no more meet till we meet in heaven. 
Then joyfully, my noble Lord of Bedford, 
My dear Lord Gloucester, and my good 
Lord Exeter, 

A.nd my kind kinsman—warriors all, adieu! 

Bed. Farewell, good Salisbury ; and good 
luck go with thee ! 

Exe. Farewell, kind lord. Fight valiantly 
to-day ; 

And yet I do thee wrong to mind thee of it, 
For thou art fram'd of the firm truth of 
valour. [Exif Salisbury. 

Bed. He is as full of valour as of kindness; 
Princely in both. 

Enter the King. 

West. O that we now had here 

But one ten thousand of those men in 
England 17 

That do no work to-day! 

King. What’s he that wishes so ? 

My cousin Westmoreland ? No, my fair 
cousin; 

If we are mark’d to die, we are enow 
To do our country loss ; and if to live, 
Tire fewer men, the greater share of honour. 
God’s will I I pray thee, wish not one man 
more. 

By Jove, I am not covetous for gold. 

Nor care I who doth feed upon ray cost; :r 
It yearns me nat if men my garments wear ; 
Such outward things dwell not in my 
desires. 

But if it be a sin to covet honour, 

I am the most offending soul alive. 

No, faith, my coz, wish not a man from 
England. 50 

God’s peace! I would not lose so great an 
honour 

As one man more methinks would share 
from me 

For the best hope I have. O, do not wish 
one more! 

Rather proclaim it, Westmoreland, through 
my host, 

That he which hath no stomach to this 
fight, 35 

Let him depart; his passport shall be made, 
And crowns for convoy put into his purse; 
We would not die in that man’s company 
That fears his fellowship to die with us. 
This day is call’d the feast of Crispian. 40 
He that outlives this day, and comes safe 
home. 

Will stand a tip-toe when this day is nam’d, 
And rouse him at the name of Crispian. 

He that shall live this day, and see old age. 
Will yearly on the vigil feast his neighbours. 
And say * To-morrow is Saint Crispian ’. 4^' 
Then will he strip his sleeve and show his 
scars, 

And say ‘ These wounds I had on Crispian’s 
day ’. 

Old men forget; yet all shall be forgot, 
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But he’ll remember, with advantages, 50 
What feats he did that day. Then shall our 
names, 

Familiar in his mouth as household words— 
Harry the King, Bedford and Exeter, 
Warwick and Talbot, Salisbury and 
Gloucester— 

Be in their flowing cups freshly remem- 
b'red. 55 

This story shall the good man teach his son; 
And Crispin Crispian shall ne’er go by. 
From this day to the ending of the world. 
But we in it shall be remembered— 

We few, we happy few, we band of 
brothers; 60 

For he to-day that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brether ; be he re’er so vile. 
This day shall gentle his condition; 

And gentlemen in England now a-bed 
Shall think themselves accurs’d they were 
not here, 05 

And hold their manhoods cheap w^hiles any 
speaks 

'fhat fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s 
day. 

Re-enter Salisbury. 

Sal. My soveriegn lord, bestow yourself 
w^ith speed : 

The French are bravely in their battles set, 
And will with all expedience charge on us. 

King. All things are ready, if our minds 
be so. 71 

West. Perish the man whose mind is 
backward now! 

King. Thou dost not wish more help 
from England, coz ? 

West. God's will, my liege! would you 
and 1 alone, 

Without more help, could fight this royal 
battle 1 75 

King. Why, now thou hast unwish’d five 
thousand men; 

Which likes me better than to wish us one. 
You know your places. God be with you all! 

Tucket. Enter Montjoy. 

Motif. Once more 1 come to know of thee. 
King Harry, 

If for thy ransom thou wilt now compound, 

Before thy most assured overthrow ; 81 

For certainly thou art so near the gulf 
Thou needs must be englutted. Besides, in 
mercy, 

The Constable desires thee thou wilt mind 
Thy followers of repentance, that their souls 
May make a peaceful and a sweet retire S 6 
From off these fields, w^here, wretches, their 
poor bodies 
Must lie and fester. 

King. Who hath sent thee now ? 

Mont. The Constable of France. 

King. 1 pray thee bear my former answer 
back; 
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Bid them achieve me, and then sell my 
bones. 

Good God I why should they mock pooi 
fellows thus ? 

The man that once did sell the lion's skin 
While the beast liv'd was kill’d with hunt¬ 
ing him. 

A many of our bodies shall no doubt 
Find native graves ; upon the which, 1 
trust. 

Shall witness live in brass of this day's 
work. 

And those that leave their valiant bones in 
France, 

Dying like men, though buried in your 
dunghiils, 

They shall be fam’d ; for there the sun shall 
greet them 

And draw their honours reeking up to 
heaven, 

Leaving their earthly parts to choke your 
clime. 

The smell whereof shall breed a plague in 
France. 

Mark then abounding valour in our English, 
That, being dead, like to the bullet’s 
grazing 

Break out into a second course of mischief. 
Killing ill relapse of mortality. 

Let me speak proudly : tell the Constable 
We arc but warriors for the working-day ; 
Our gay ness and our gilt are all besmirch'd 
With rainy marching in the painful field ; 
Tlierc’s not a piece of feather in our host— 
Good argument, I hope, we will not lly— 
And time hath worn us into slovcnry. 

But, by the mass, our hearts are in the 
trim; n 5 

And my poor soldiers tell me yet ere night 
They’ll be in fresher rol)CS, or they wall pluck 
The gay new coats o’er the French soldiers’ 
heads 

And turn them out of service. If they do 
this— 

As, if God please, they shall—my ransom 
then 1 -o 

Will soon be levied. Herald, save thou thy 
labour; 

Come thou no more for ransom, gentle 
herald ; 

They shall have none, I sw^ear, but these my 
joints ; 

Which if they have, as I will leave 'cm them, 
Shall yield them little, tell the Constable. 

Mont. I shall. King Harry. And so fare 
thee well: !-:<■ 

Thou never shalt hear herald any more. 

[ExiL 

Kin". I fear thou wilt once more come 
again for a ransom. 

Enter the Duke of York. 

York, My lord, most humbly on my knee 
1 beg 


The leading of the vaward. ijo 

King, Take it, brave York. Now, 
soldiers, march away ; 

And how thou pleascst, God, dispose the 
day I lExeunt, 

Scene IV. The field cf balile. 

Alarum, Excursions. Enter French Soldier, 
Pistol, and Boy, 

Pist. Yield, cur! 

Fr. Sol. Jc pense que vous etes le gentil- 
homme de bonne qualiic. 

Pist. Cality ! CjUn o custurc me I Art 
thou a gentleman ? What is thy name ? 
Discuss. 5 

Fr. !soh O Seigneur Dieii! 

Pist, O, Signieur Dew should be a gentle¬ 
man. 

Perpend my words, O Signieur Dew', and 
mark : 

O Signieur Dew, thou dicst on point cf fox. 
Except, O Signieur, thou do give to me 10 
Egregious ransom. 

Fr. Sol, O, prennez mite.icorJe ; aycz 
pit.^ de moi I 

Pist, Moy shall not serve ; I will have 
forty moys ; 

Or I will fetch thy rim out at thy throat 
In drops of crimson bleed. 15 

Fr. Sol. Est-il impossible d' cchapper la 
force de ton bras ? 

Pist, Brass, cur ! 

Thou damned and luxurious mountain- 
goat, 

Offer'st me brass ? 20 

Fr. Sol. O, pardonnez-moi I 
Pist. Say’st thou me so ? Is that a ton 
of moys ? 

Come hither, boy ; ask me this slave in 
French 

What is his name. 

Boy, Ecoutez: comment dtcs-voiis 
appeJ^ ? 25 

Fr. Sol, Monsieur Ic Fer. 

Boy. He says his name is Master Fer. 
PisL Master Fer! I’ll fer him, and fiik 
him, and ferret him—discuss the same in 
French unto him. 

Boy. I do not know’ the French for fer, 
and ferret, and firk. 31 

Pist. Bid him prepare ; for I will cut his 
throat. 

Fr. Sol. Que dit-il, monsieur ? 

Boy. 11 me commandc a \’ous dire que 
vous faites vous pret ; car ce soldat ici est 
dispose tout d cette heure de couper votre 
gorge. 3C 

Pist. Owy, ciippele gorge, permafoy ! 
Peasant, unless thou give me crowns, brave 
crow ns; 

Or mangled shalt thou be by this my sword, 
Fr. Sol. O, je vous siipplic, pour I’amour 
de Dicti, me pardonner I Je suis gcntil- 
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111 blood of princes ; and tneir woundeu 
steeds 7.1 

Fret fetlock deep in gore, and with wild rage 
York out their armed heels at their dead 
masters. 

Killing them twice. O, give us leave, great 
King, 

To view the held in safety, and dispose 
Of their dead bodies ! 

King. 1 tell thee truly, herald, 

1 know not if the day be ours or no ; 

For yet a many of your horsemen peer 
And gallop o’er the held. 

Mont, The day is yours. 

King, Praised be God, and not our 
strength, for it! 

What is this castle call’d that stands hard 
by ? 

Monh They call it Agincourt. 

King, Tlien call we this the field of 
Agincourt. 

Fought on the day of Crispin Crispianiis. 

Fill, Your graiidfatlier of famous mem¬ 
ory, an’t please your Majesty, and your 
great-uncle Edward the lUack Prince of 
Wales, as 1 nave read in the chronicles, 
fou-dit a most prave pattle here in France. 
King. They did. FKiollen. ji 

Flu. Your Majesty says very true; il 
your Majesties is reinembTed of it, the 
Welshmen did good service in a garden 
where leeks did grow, wearing leeks in their 
Monmouth caps; which your Majesty 
know to this hour is an honourable badge 
of the service; and 1 do believe your 
Majesty takes no scorn to wear the leek 
upon Saint Tavy’s day. loo 

King. I wear it for a memorable honour; 
For I am Welsh, you know, good country¬ 
man. 

Flu. All the water in Wye cannot wash 
your Majesty’s Welsh plood out of yoiii 
pody, I can tell you that. Got pless it and 
preserve it as long as it pleases his Grace 
and his Majesty too ! lo*. 

King, Thanks, good my countryman. 
Flu. By Jeshu, I am your Majesty’s 
countryman, I care not w'ho know it; I 
will confess it to all the ’orld; 1 need not 
be asham’d of your Majesty, praised be 
Got, so long as your Majesty is an honest 
man. m 

Enter Williams. 

King, God keep me so ! Our heralds go 
with him: 

Bring me just notice of the numbers dead 
On both our parts. Call yonder fellow 
hither. 

[Exeunt Heralds with Mont joy. 
Exe. Soldier, you must come to the King. 
King, Soldier, why wear’st thou that 
glove in thy cap ? ii7i 

Will, An't please your Majesty, 'tis the I 
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gage of one that 1 should light withal, if he 
be alive. 

King. An Englishman ? 1.0 

Will. An’t please your Majesty, a rascal 
that swagger’d with me last night; who, if 
’a live and ever dare to challenge this glove, 
1 have sworn to take him a box o’ th’ ear ; 
or if 1 can sec my glove in his cap—which 
he swore, as he was a soldier, he would 
wear if alive—I will strike it out soundly. 

King. What think you, Captain Huellen, 
is it fit this soldier keep his oath ? 1.8 

Flu. He is a craven and a villain else, 
an’t please your Majesty, in my conscience. 

King. It may be his enemy is a gentle¬ 
man of great sort, quite from the answer of 
lus degree. i 

Flu. i hough he be as good a gentleman 
as the Devil is, as Luciler and Belzebub 
himself, it is nccessar>r, look your Grace, 
that he keep his vow and his oath ; if he 
be perjur’d, see you now, lus reputation is 
as arrant a villain and a Jacksaucc as ever 
ills black shoe trod upon God’s ground and 
his earth, in my conscience, la. 

King. 'I hen keep thy vow, sirrah, when 
thou meet'st the fellow. i jo 

Will. 80 I will, my liege, as 1 live. 

King. Who serv'st thou under ? 

Will, Under Captain Gower, my liege. 
Flu. Gower is a good captain, and is 
good knowledge and litcratured in the wars. 
K hig. Call him hither to me, soldier. 146 
Will. 1 will, my liege. [Kxif. 

King. Here, FlucHen ; wear thou this 
favour for me, and stick it in thy cap ; 
when Alengin and myself were down to¬ 
gether, 1 pluck’d this glove from his helm. 
If any man challenge this, he is a friend 
to AlcrQ.m and an enemy to our person ; 
if thou encounter any such, apprehend him, 
an thou dost me love. 153 

Flu. Your Grace does me as great 
honours as can be desir’d in the hearts of 
his subjects. I would tain see the man that 
has but two kgs that shall find himself 
aggrief'd at this glove, that is all; but I 
would fain see it once, an please God of 
his grace that 1 might see. 

King. Know’st thou (wower ? ir.o 

Flu. He is my dear friend, an please you. 
King. Pray thee, go seek him, and bring 
him to my tent. 

Flu. I will fetch him. [Exit. 

King. My Lord of Warwick and my 
brother Gloucester, 165 

Follow Fluellen closely at the heels; 

The glove which 1 have given him for a 
favour 

May haply purchase him a box o* th’ car. 

It is the soldier’s ; I, by bargain, should 
Wear it m/self. Follow, good cousin 

Warwick; .170 

If that the soldier strike him, as 1 judge 
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By his blunt bearing he will keep his word. 
Some sudden mischief may arise of it; 
For I do know Fluellen valiant, 

And touch’d with choler, hot as gunpowder, 
And quickly will return an injury ; i7<' 

Follow, and see there be no harm between 
them. 

Go you with me, uncle of Exeter. {Exeunt. 

ScKNE VIII. Before King Henryks pavilion. 

Enter Gower and Williams. 

Will. I warrant it is to knight you, 
Captain. 

Enter Elvhlles. 

Flu. God’s wdl and his pleasure, Captain, 
1 beseech you now, come apace to the 
King: there is more good toward you 
peradventure than is in your knowledge tc 
dream of. 

Will. Sir. know you this glove ? ^ 

Fin. Know the glove ? I know the glove 
is a glove. 

Will. I know this ; and thus I challenge 
it. I Strikes him. 

Flu. 'Sblood, an arrant traitor as any'j 
in the universal world, or in France, or in 
England ! 

Gow. How now, sir I you villain ! lo 

Will. Ho you think I’ll be forsworn ? 

Flu. Stand away, Capttiin Gower; 1 will 
give treason his payment into plows, 1 
warrant you. 

Will. I am no traitor. n 

Flu. That’s a lie in thy throat. I charge 
you in his Majesty’s name, apprehend him : 
he’s a friend of the Duke Aler.Qw^n's. 

Enter Warwick and Gloucester. 

War. How now, how now I what’s the 
matter ? 

Flu. My Ford of Warwick, here is-— 
praised be God for it!—a most contagious 
treason come to light, look you, as you 
shall desire in a summer’s day. Here is hi'.. 
Majesty. 2. 

Enter the King and Exeter. 

King. How' now! what’s the matter ? 

Flu. My liege, here is a villain and a 
traitor, that, look your Grace, has struck 
the glove which your Majesty is take out 
of the helmet of Alcr^on. 20 

Will. My liege, this was my glove : liere 
is the fellow of it; and he that I gave it 
to in change promis’d to wear it in his cap ; 
I promis’d to strike him if he did ; I met 
this man with my glove in his cap, and I 
have been as good as my word. 31 

Flu. Your Majesty hear now, saving your 
Majesty's manhood, what an arrant, 

rascally, beggarly, lousy knave it is; 1 
hope your Majesty is pear me testimony! 


and witness, and will avouchment, that 
this is the glove of Aler^on that your 
Majesty is give me; in your conscience, 
now. 

King. Give me thy glove, soldier ; look, 
here is the fellow of it. 39 

"I was 1, indeed, thou promised’st to strike. 
And thou hast given me most bitter terms. 

Flu. An please your Majesty, let his neck 
answ’er for it, if there is any martial law in 
the world. 

King. How canst thou make me satisfac¬ 
tion ? 44 

Will. All offences, my lord, come from 
the heart: never came any from mine that 
might clfcnd your Majesty. 

King. It was ourself thou didst abuse. 48 

Will. Your Majesty came not like your¬ 
self : you appear'd to me but as a common 
man ; witness the night, your garments, 
your lowliness ; and what your Highness 
suffer’d under that shape I beseech you 
take it for your own fault, and not mine; 
for had you been as I took you for, I made 
no offence; therefore, 1 beseech your 
Highness pardon me. 55 

King. Here, uncle Exeter, fill this glove 
with crowns. 

And give it to this fellow. Keep it, 
fellow; 

And wear it for an honour in thy cap 
Till I do challenge it. Give him the crowns ; 
And, Captain, you must needs be friends 
with him. C)0 

Flu. By this day and this light, the 
fellow has mettle enough in his belly: 
hold, there is twch e pence for you ; and 
I pray you to serve God, and keep you out 
of prawls, and prabbles, and quarrels, and 
dissensions, and, 1 warrant you, it is the 
l>etter for you. 65 

Will. 1 will none of your money. 

Flu. It is with a good will; 1 can teU 
you it will serve you to mend your shoes. 
Come, w herefore should you be so pashful ? 
your shoes is not so good, 'tis a good 
silling, I w arrant you, or 1 w ill change it. 70 

Enter an English Herald. 

King. Now, herald, are the dead niim- 
b’rcd ? 

Her. Here is the number of the 
slaught’red French. [G ives a paper. 

King. What prisoners of good sort are 
taken, uncle ? 

Exe. Charles Duke of Orleans, nephew to 
the King; 

John Duke of Bourbon, and Lord Bouci- 
qualt; 75 

Of other lords and barons, knights and 
squires, 

Full fifteen hundred, besides common men. 

King. This note doth tell me of ten 
thousand French 
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Tnat In the field lie slain; of princes, in 
this number, 79 

And nobles bearing banners, there lie dead 
One hundred twenty-six ; added to these. 
Of knights, esquires, and gallant gentle¬ 
men. 

Eight thousand and four hundred ; of the 
which 

Five hundred were but yesterday dubb'd 
kni,;’ats. 

So that, in these ten thousand they have 
lost. S5 

There are hut sixteen hundred mercenaries; 
The rest are princes, barons, lords, knights, 
squires. 

And gentlemen of blood and quality. 

The names of those their nobles that lie 
dead: 

Charles Delabreth, High Constable of 
France; 90 

Jaques of Chatillon, Admiral of France ; 
The master of the cross-bows. Lord 
Rarnbures ; 

Great Mader of France, the brave Sir 
Guichard Dolphin ; 

John Duke of A1 c::^d-t ; Antony Duke cf 
Brabant, 

The brother to the Duke cf Burgundy ; 9? 
And Edward Duke of Bar. Of lusty carD, 
Grandprd and Roussi, Fauconbridge anu 
Foix, 

Beaumont and Marie, Vaudemont and 
Lestrakc. 

Here was a royal fellowship of death ! 09 

Where is the number of our English dead ? 

[Herukl presents another paper, 
Edward the Duke of York, the Earl of 
Suffolk, 

Sir Richard Kikely, Davy Gam, Esquire : 
None else of name ; and of all other men 
But five and twenty. O God, thy arm was 
here 1 

And not to us, but to thy arm alone, 10, 
Ascribe we all. When, without stratagem, 
But in plain shock and even play of battle. 
Was ever known so great and little loss 
On one part and on th’ other ? Take it, 
God, 

For it is none but thine. 

Exe. *Tis wonderful ! no 

King. Come, go we in procession to the 
village; 

And be it death proclaimed through our 
host 

To boast of this or take that praise from 
God 

Which is his only. 

Flu. Is it not lawful, an please your 
Majesty, to tell how many is kill'd ? nO 
king. Yes, Captain; but with this 
acknowledgment. 

That God fought for us. 

Flu. Yes, my conscience, he did us great 
gaod. 
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[Act 5 

King. Do we all hcly rites ; 120 

Let there be sung ‘ Non nobis ' and ‘ Te 
Deum '; 

The dead with charity enclos'd in clay— 
And then to Calais ; and to England then ; 
Where ne'er from France arriv’d more 
happy men, [Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 
PROLOGUE 
Enter Chorus. 

Chor. Vouchsafe to those that have not 
read the story 

That I may prompt them ; and of such as 
have, 

I humbly pray them (o admit th’ excuse 
Of time, of numbers, and due course of 
things, 

Which cannot in their huge and proper 
life 5 

3c here presented. New we bear the King 
Toward C: lais. Grant him there. There 
seen, 

1 leave him away upon your winged 
thoughts 

Athwart the sea. Behold, the English 
beach 

t’ales in the flood with men, wilh wives, 
and boys, 10 

W'hose sliouts and claps out-voice the detp- 
mouth’d sea, 

Which, like a mighty whitllcr, fore the 
King 

S:cms to prepare his way. So let him land, 
A .J solcmr lv' ice him set on to Lendon. 
bo swift a pace hath thought tliat e\ en now 
You may imagine him upon Blackhcath ; 
Where that his lords desire him to have 
borne 

His bruised helmet and his bended sw'ord 
Before him through the city. He forbids it, 
Being free from vainness and self-glorious 
pride; 20 

Giving full trophy, signal, and ostent, 
Huite from himself to God. But now behold 
in the quick forge and working-house of 
thought, 

>Iow London doth pour out her citizens ! 
The mayor and all his brethren in best 
sort— 25 

j ike to the senators of th' antique Rome, 
vVith the plebeians swarming at their 
heels— 

Go forth and fetch their conqu'ring 
CiBsar in ; 

As, by a lower but loving likelihood, 

Were now the General of our gracious 
Empress— 30 

As in good time he may—from Ireland 
coming, 

Bringing rebellion broached on his sword, 
How many w'ould the peaceful city quit 
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Scene 1] 


To welcome him ! Much more, and much 
more cause. 

Did they this Harry. Now in London place 
him— 35 

As yet the lamentation of the French 
Invites the King of England’s stay at home; 
The Empercr’s coming in behalf of T rainee 
To order peace between them ; and omit 
All the occurrences, whatever chanc’d, 40 
Till Harry’s back-return again to France. 
There must we bring him ; and myself 
have play’d 

The interim, by rememb’ring you ’tis past. 
Then brook abridgment; and your eyes 
advance, 44 

After your thoughts, straight back again to 
France. [Exit. 

Scene I. Frame. The English camp. 

Enter Flcellen and Gower. 

Gom’. Nay, that’s right ; but why wear 
you your leek to-day ? Saint Davy’s day 
is past. 

Flu. There is occasions and causes why 
and wherefore in all things. 1 will tell you, 
ass my friend, Captain Gow^er : the rascally, 
sc^ild, beggarly, lousy, p-agging knave, 
Pistol—which you and yourself and all 
the world know to be no patter than a 
fellow, look you now, of no merits—he is 
come to me, and prings me pread and salt 
yesterday, look you, and bid me cat my 
leek ; it was in a place where I could not 
breed no contention with him ; but I will 
be so bold as to wear it in my cap till 1 see 
him once again, and then 1 will tell him 
a little piece of my desires. ij 

Enter Pistol. 

Goiv. Why, here he comes, swelling like 
a turkey-cock. 

Flu. ’Tis no matter for his swellings nor 
his turkey-cocks. God pless you. Aunchient 
Pistol! you scurvy, lousy knave, God pless 
you I 

Pist. Ha ! art thou bedlam ? Dost thou 
thirst, base Troyan, 

To have me fold up Parca’s fatal web ? in 
Hence I I am qualmish at the smell of leek. 

Flu. I peseech you heartily, scurv'v, 
lousy knave, at my desires, and my 
requests, and my petitions, to eat, look you, 
this leek ; because, look you, you do not 
love it, nor your aTections, and your 
appetites, and your digestions, does not 
agree with it, I would desire you to eat it. 

Pist. Not for Cadwailader and all his 
goats. 26 

Flu. There is one goat for you. [Strikes 
him] Will you be so good, scald knave, as 
eat it ? 

Pist. Base Troyan, thou shalt die. 

Flu. You say very true, scald knave— 


when God’s will is. 1 will desire you to 
live in the meantime, and eat your victuals; 
come, there is sauce for it. [Striking him 
again] You call’d me yesterday mountain- 
squire ; but I will make you to-day a squire 
of low degree. I pray you fall to ; if you 
can mock a leek, you can eat a leek. 35 
Gow. Enough, Captain, you have aston¬ 
ish'd him. 

Flu. I say I will make him eat some part 
of my leek, or 1 will peat his pate four days. 
Bite, I pray you, it is good for your green 
wound and your ploody coxcomb. 

Pist. Must 1 bite ? 40 

Flu. Yes, certainly, and out of doubt, 
and out of question too. and ambiguities. 

Pist. By this leek, 1 will most horribly 
revenge—1 eat and cat, I swear— 

Flu. Eat, I pray you ; will you have 
some more sauce to your Icck ? There is 
not enough leek to swear by, 4f> 

Pist. Quiet thy cudgel: thou dost see I 
eat. 

Flu. Much good do you, scald knave, 
heartily. Nay, pray you throw none away ; 
the skin is good for your broken coxcomb. 
When you take occasions to see leeks 
hereafter, 1 pray you mock at ’em; that 
is all. 51 

Pist. Good. 

Flu. Ay, leeks is good. Hold you, there 
is a groat to heal your pate. 

Pist. Me a groat! 55 

Flu. Yes, verily and in truth, you shall 
take it; or 1 have another leek in my 
pocket which you shall eat. 

Pist. I lake thy groat in earnest of 
revenge. 

Flu. If I owe you anything 1 will pay you 
in cudgels ; you shall be a woodmonper, 
and buy nothing of me but cudgels. God 
bye you, and keep you, and heal your 
pate. [Exit. 

Pist. All hell shall stir for this. 63 

Gow. Go, go; you are a counterfeit 
cowardly knave. Will you mock at an 
ancient tradition, begun upon an honour¬ 
able respect, and worn as a memorable 
trophy of predeceased valour, and dare not 
avouch in your deeds any of your words ? 
1 have seen you glceking and galling at this 
gentleman twice or thrice. You thought, 
because he could not speak English in the 
native garb, he could not therefore handle 
an English cudgel; you find it otherwise, 
and henceforth let a Welsh correction teach 
you a good English condition. Fare yc 
well. [Exit. 

Pist. Doth Fortune play the huswife 
with me now ? 

News have I that my Nell is dead i’ th’ 
spital 75 

Of malady of France ; 

And there my rendezvous is quite cut off. 
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01.1 I do wax ; and from my weary limbs 
Honour is cudgcll’d. Well, bawd Til turn, 
And something lean to cutpurse of quick 
hand. So 

To England will I steal, and there 1*11 steal; 
And patches will 1 get unto these cudgcll’d 
scars, 

And swear 1 got them in the Gallia wars. 

[Exit. 

Scene II. France, The French King*s 
palace. 

Enter at one door. King Henry, Exeter, 
Beoford, Gloucester, Warwick, 
Westmoreland, and other Lords; at 
another, the French King, Queen 
Isabel, the Princess Kait etine, 
Alice, and other Ladies ; the Duke of 
Burgundy, and his Train. 

King. Peace to this meeting, wherefore 
we arc met! 

Unto our brother France, and to our si‘^tcr. 
Health and fair time of day ; joy and good 
wishes 

To our mo'>t fair and princely cousin 
Katherine. 

And, as a branch and member of this 
royalty, 5 

By whom this great assembly is contriv'd, 
We do salute you, Duke of Burgundy, 

And, princes FTench, and peers, health to 
you all! 

Fr. King. Right joyous are we to behold 
your face. 

Most worthy brother England ; fairly met! 
•So are you, princes English, every’ one. 

Q. Isa. So happy be the issue, brother 
England, 

Of this good day and of this gracious 
meeting 

As w’c are now glad to behold your eyes— 
Your eyes, which hitherto have borne in 
them, 15 

Against the French that met them in their 
bent, 

The fatal balls of murdering basilisks ; 

The venom of such looks, we fairly hope, 
Have lost their quality ; and that this day 
Shall change all griefs and quarrels into 
love. 20 

King. To cry amen to that, thus we 
appear. 

0. Isa. You English princes all, 1 do 
s ilute you. 

Bur. My duty to you both, on equal love, 
Greit Kings of France and England 1 That 
I have labour’d 

With all my wit>, my pains, and strong 
endeavours, 25 

To bring your most imperial Majesties 
Unto this bar and royal interview. 

Your mightiness on both parts best can 
witness. 


[Act 5 

Since then my office hath so far prevail'd 
That face to face and royal eye to eye 30 
!ifou have congreeted, let it not disgrace me 
If 1 demand, before this royal view, 

What rub or what impediment there is 
Why that the naked, poor, and mangled 
Peace, 

Dear nurse of arts, plenties, and joyful 
births, 35 

Should not in this best garden of the world. 
Our fertile France, put up her lovely visage? 
Alas, she hath from France too long been 
chas’d ! 

And all her husbandry doth lie on heaps, 
t^ornipting in it own fertility. 

Her vine, the merry cheerer of the heart, 
Lfnpruned dies ; her hedges even-pleach’d. 
Like prisoners wildly o\ergrown with hair, 
Put forth disorder’d twigs ; her fallow leas 
I he darnel, hemlock, and rank fumitory, 45 
Doth root upon, while that the coulter 
rusts 

lliat should deracinate such savagery ; 

I he even mead, that cret brought sweetly 
forth 

The freckled cowslip, burnet, and green 
clover, 49 

Wanting the scythe, all uncorrected, rank, 
ConceiNCS by idleness, and nothing teen'iS 
But hateful clocks, rough thistles, kccksics, 
burs. 

Losing both beauty and utility. 

And as our vineyards, fallows, meads, and 
hedges, 54 

Defective in their natures, grow' to wildness; 
Even so our houses anci ourselves and 
children 

Have lost, or do not learn for w ant of time. 
The sciences that should beceme our 
country ; 

But grow, like savages—as soldiers will, 
That nothing do but meditate cn bleed— 60 
To swearing and stern locks, did us’d attire. 
And ever^ihing that seems unnatural. 
Which to reduce into our fernrier favour 
You are asscml led; and my speech 
entreats 

That I may know the let why gentle Peace 
Should not expel these inconveniences 00 
And bless us with her former qualities. 

King. If, Duke of Burgundy, you would 
the peace 

Whose want gives growth to th’ imperfec¬ 
tions 

Which you have cited, you must buy that 
peace 70 

With full accord to all our just demands ; 
Whose tenours and particular eflccts 
You have, enschcdul’d briefly, in your 
hands. 

Bur. The King hath heard them ; to the 
which as yet 

There is no answer made. 

King. Well then, the peace, 75 
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Scene 2] 


Which you before so urg’d, lies in his 
answer. 

Fr. Kin". I have but with a cursorary eye 
O’erglanccd the articles; pleaseth your 
Grace 

To appoint some of your council presently 
To sit with us once more, with better heed 
7’o rc-survey them, wc will suddenly vM 
Pass our accept and peremptory answer. 
King. Brother, we shall. Go, uncle 
Exeter, 

And brother Clarence, and you, brother 
Gloucester, 

Warwick, and Wuntington, go with the 
King; 

And take with you free power to ratify. 
Augment, or alter, as your wisdoms best 
Shall see advantageablc for our dignity, 
4ny thing in or out of our demands ; 

And we’ll consign thereto. Will you, fair 
sister, •;o 

Go with the princes or stay here with us ? 
Q. Isa. Our gracious brother, I will go 
with them ; 

Haply a woman's voice may do some good. 
When articles too nicely urg’d be stood on. 
King. Yet leave our cousin Katherine 
here with us ; 

She is our capital demand, compris’d 9(> 
Within the fore-rank of our articles. 

Q. Isa, Ml' 1 ath good leave, 

[Exeunt all but the K ing, Kalherine» 
an :l At ice» 

King. Fair Katherine, and most fair, 
Will you vouchsafe to teach a soldier terms 
Such as will enter at a lady’s ear, loo 

And plead his love-suit to her gentle heart ? 

Katli. Your Majesty shall mock at me ; 
I cannot speak your England. 

King. O fair Kathe ine, if you will love 
me soundly with your French heart, I will 
be glad to hear you confess it brokenly 
with your English tongue. Do you like me, 
Kate ? 

Kath. Pardonnez-moi, I cannot tell vat 
is like me. 

King. An angel is like you, Kate, and 
you are like an angel. ifo 

Kath. Que dit-il ? que je siiis semblablc 
^ Ics anges ? 

Alice. Oui, vraiment, sauf votre grace, 
ainsi dit-il. 

King. I said so, dear Katherine, and I 
must not blush to affirm it. 

Kath. O bon Dieu! les langues dcs 
hommes sont picincs de tromperies. ii6 
King. What says she. fair one ? that the 
tongues of men are full of deceits ? 

Alice. Oui, dat dc tongues of de mans is 
be full of deceits—dat is de Princess. i.-o 
King. The Princess is the better English¬ 
woman. Pfaith, Kate, my wooing is fit for 
thy understanding: I am glad thou canst 
speak no better English; for if thou 


couldst, thou wouldst find me such a plain 
king that thou wouldst think 1 had sold 
my farm to buy my crown. I know no ways 
to mince it in love, but directly to say ‘ I 
love you Then, if you urge me farJher 
than to say ' Do you in faith ? ’ I wear cut 
my suit. Give me your answer ; i’faith, do ; 
and so clap hands and a bargain. How say 
/ou, lady ? i.^o 

Kath. Sauf votre honneur, me understand 
well. 

King. Marry, if you would put me to 
verses or to dance for your sake, Kate, 
why you undid me ; for the one 1 have 
neither words nor measure, and for the 
other I have no strength in measure, yet a 
reasonable measure in strength. If 1 could 
win a lady at leap-frog, or by vaulting into 
my saddle with my armour on my back, 
under the correction of bragging be it 
ipoken, I should quickly leap into a wife. 
v.>r if I might buffet for my love, or bound 
ny horse for her favours, I could lay on 
like a butcher, and sit like a jack-an-apes, 
never off. But, before God, Kate, I cannot 
look greenly, nor gasp out my eloquence, 
nor 1 have no cunning in protestation ; only 
downright oaths, which 1 never use till 
urg’d, nor never break for urging. If thou 
canst love a fellow of this temper, Kate, 
whose face is not worth sun-burning, that 
lever looks in his glass for love of anything 
lie sees there, let thine eye be thy cook. 1 
speak to thee plain soldier. If thou canst 
love me for this, take me; if not, to say 
to thee that 1 shall die is true—but for thy 
love, by the Lord, no ; yet I love thee too. 
And while thou liv’st, dear Kate, take a 
fellow of plain and uncoined constancy ; 
for he perforce must do thee right, because 
!ie hath not the gift to woo in other places ; 
for these fellows of infinite tongue, that can 
rhyme themselves into ladles’ favours, they 
Jo always reason themselves out again. 
vVhat I a speaker is but a prater : a rhyme 
is but a ballad. A good leg will fall; a 
straight back will stoop ; a black beard will 
turn white; a curl’d pate will grow bald ; 
a fair face will wither ; a full eye will wax 
hollow. But a good heart, Kate, is the sun 
and the moon ; or. rather, the sun, and not 
the moon—for it shines bright and never 
changes, but keeps his course truly. If thou 
would have such a one. take me ; and take 
me, take a soldier; take a soldier, take a 
i<ing. And what sav’st thou, then, to my 
love ? Speak, my fair, and fairly, 1 pray 
thee. ifj7 

Kath. Is it possible dat I sould love de 
enemy of France ? 

King. No, it is not possible you should 
love the enemy of France, Kate, but in 
loving me you should love the friend of 
France; for 1 love France so well that I 
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[Act 5 


will not part with a village of it; I will 
have it all mine. And, Kate, when France 
is mine and 1 am yours, then yours is 
France and you are mine. 175 

Kaih. 1 cannot tell vat is dat. 

King. No, Kate ? I will tell thee in 
French, which I am sure will hang upon 
my tongue like a new-married wife about 
her husband’s neck, hardly to be shook off. 
Je qiiand sur le possession de France, et 
quand vous avez le possession de moi—let 
me see, what then ? Saint Denis be my 
speed!—done votre est France et vous 
etes mienne. It is as easy for me, Kate, to 
conquer the kingdom as to speak so much 
more French: I shall never move thee in 
French, unless it be to laugh at me. i 
Kath. Saiif votre honneur, le Fran^iis 
que vous pirlez, il est meilleur que 1*Anglais 
lequel je parle. 

King. No, faith, is’t not, Kate ; but thy 
speaking of my tongue, and I thine, most 
truly falsely, must needs be granted to be 
much at one. But, Kate, dost thou undcr- 
stanc 
me ? 

Kath. I cannot tell. 193 

King. Can any of your neighbours tell. 
Kate ? ril ask them. Come, 1 know thou 
lovest me; and at night, when you come 
into your closet, you’ll question this gentle¬ 
woman about me ; and I know, Kate, you 
will to her dispraise those parts in me that 
you love with your heart. But, good Kate, 
mock me mercifully; the rather, gentle 
Princess, becauie 1 love thee cruelly. If 
ever thou bcest mine, Kate, as 1 have a 
saving faith within me tells me thou shalt, 
I get thee with scambling, and thou must 
therefore needs prove a good soldier- 
breeder. Shall not thou and I, between 
Saint Denis and Saint George, compound a 
boy, half French, half English, that shall 
go to Constantinople and take the Turk 
by the beard ? Shall we not ? What say'st 
thou, my fair flower-de-luce ? 

Kath. I do not know dat. 209 

King. No: 'tis hereafter to know, but 
now to promise; do but now promise, 
Kate, you will endeavour for your French 
part of such a boy; and for my English 
moiety take the word of a king and a 
bachelor. How answer you, la plus belle 
Katherine du monde, mon tres ch^r et 
divin cI6::3se ? 213 

Kath. Your Majestee ave fausse French 
enough to deceive de most sage damoiselle 
dat is en France. 

King. Now, fie upon my false French! 
By mine honour, in true English, I love 
thee, Kate; by which honour I dare not 
swear thou lovest me ; yet my blood begins 
to flatter me that thou dost, notwithstand¬ 
ing the poor and untempering effect of my 
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visage. Now beshrew my father’s ambition 1 
He was thinking of civil wars when he got 
me; therefore was I created with a 
stubborn outside, with an aspect of iron, 
that when 1 come to woo ladies 1 fright 
them. But, in faith, Kate, the elder 1 w ax, 
the better I shall appear: my comfort is, 
that old age. that ill layer-up of beauty, 
can do no more spoil upon my face; thou 
hast me, if thou hast me, at the worst; and 
thou shalt wear me, if thou wear me, better 
and better. And therefore tell me, most 
fair Katherine, will you have me ? Put off 
your maiden blushes ; avouch the thoughts 
of your heart with the looks of an empress ; 
take me by the hand and say ‘ Harry of 
England, 1 am thine’. Which word thou 
shalt no sooner bless mine car withal but 
1 will tell thee aloud * England is thine, 
Ireland is thine, France is thine, and Henry 
Plantagenet is thine ’; who, though I speak 
it before his face, if he be not fellow with 
the best king, thou shalt find the best king 
of good fellows. Come, your answer in 
broken music—for thy voice is music and 
thy English broken ; therefore, Queen of 
all, Katherine, break thy mind to me in 
broken English, w ilt thou have me ? 213 

Kath. Dat is as it shall please de roi mon 
f6.e. 

King. Nay, it will please him well, Kate 
—it shall please him, Kate. 

Kath. Den it sail also content me. 

King. Upon that 1 kiss your hand, and 
I call you my queen. 249 

Kath. Laissez, mon seigneur, laisscz, 
laissez! Ma foi, je ne veux point que voris 
abaissiez votre grandeur cn baisant la main 
d’unc, notre seigneur, indigne scrvitcur; 
excusez-moi, je vous siipplie, mon tr6s 
puissant seigneur. 

King. Then I will kiss your lips, Kate. 255 

Kath. Les dames ct demoiselles pour e:re 
baij6,‘s devant leur noces, il n’est pas la 
coutumc de P'rance. 

King. Madam my interpreter, what says 
she ? 

Alice. Dat it is not be de fashion pour le 
ladies of France—I cannot tell vat is 
baiser'en Anglish. 2()0 

King. To kiss. 

Alice. Your Majestee entendre bettre que 
moi. 

King. It is not a fashion for the maids 
in France to kiss before they are married, 
would she say ? 

Alice. Oui, vraiment. 265 

King. O Kate, nice customs curtsy to 
great kings. Dear Kate, you and I cannot 
be confin’d within the weak list of a 
country’s fashion: we are the makers of 
manners, Kate; and the liberty that 
follows our places stops the mouth of all 
find-faults—as I will do yours for upholding 
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Scene 2] 


the nice fashion of your country in denying 
me a kiss ; therefore, patiently and yield¬ 
ing. fKissing her] You have witchcraft in 
your lips. Kate: there is more eloquence 
in a sugar touch of them than in the 
tongues of the French council; and they 
should sooner persuade Henry of England 
than a general petition of monarchs. Here 
comes your father. 277 

Enter ike French Power and the English 
Lords. 

Bur. God save your Majesty ! My royal 
cousin, 

Teach you our princess English ? 

King. 1 would have her learn, my fail 
cousin, how perfectly 1 love tier ; and that 
is good English. 1 

Bur. Is she not apt ? 

King. Our tongue is rough, coz, and my 
condition is not smooth ; so that, having 
neither the voice nor the heart of Hatters 
about me, I cannot so conjure up the spirit 
of love in her that he will appear in his true 
likeness. 

Bur. Pardon the frankness of my mirth, 
if 1 answer you for that. If you woiilu 
cvrnjurc in her, you must make a circle ; il 
conjure up love in her in his true likeness, 
he must appear naked and blind. Can you 
blame her, tlien, being a maid yet ros'd 
over with the virgin crimson of modesty, 
if she deny the appearance of a naked blind 
boy in her naked seeing self ? It were, my 
lord, a hard condition for a maid to consign 
to. 

King. Yet they do wink and yield, as 
love is blind and enforces. 

Bur. They are then excus’d, my lord, 
when they see not what they do. 

King. Then, good my lord, teach your 
cou in to consent winking. 

Bur. I will wink on her to consent, my 
lord, if you will leach her to know my 
meaning; for maids well summer’d and 
warm kept are like flics at Bartholomcw- 
tide, blind, though they have their eyes ; 
and then they will endure handling, which 
before would not abide looking on. 30 > 

King, lliis moral tics me over to time 
and a hot summer ; and so 1 shall catch the 
fly, your cousin, in the latter end, and she 
must be blind too. 30-, 

Bur. As love is, my lord, before it 
loves. 

King. It is so; and you may, some of 
you, thank love for my blindness, who 
cannot sec many a fair French city for one 
fair French maid that stands in my way. 

Fr. King. Yes, my lord, you see them 
perspectivcly, the cities turned into a maid; 
for they are all girdled with maiden walls 
that war hath never cnt'red. 

King, Shall Kate be my wife ? 


Fr. King. So please you. 

King. I am content, so the maiden cities 
y ou talk of may w^ait on her; so the maid 
that stood in the way for my wish shall 
show me the way to my will, 321 

Fr. King. We have consented to all 
terms of reason. 

King. Ls't so. my lords of England ? 

West. The king hath granted every 
article : 

His daughter first; and then In sequel, all, 3* 5 
According to their firm proposed ralures. 

Exe. Only he hath not yet subscribed 
this : 

Where your Majesty demands that the 
King of France, having any occasion to 
write for matter of grant, shall narre 
your Highness in this form and with this 
addition, in French, Notre tres chcr fils 
Henri, Rol d’Anglclerrc, 1 ditier de 
France; and thus in Latin, FTaE;:lari«n’miis 
fllius nostcr Heniicus, Kex Anglia? it 
Lacres Franc’je. 333 

Fr. King. Nor this I have not, brother, 
so denied 

But your request shall make me let it pa^s. 

K ing. I pray you, then, in love ar:d dear 
alliance, 

1 ct that one article rank with the rest; 
And thereupon give me your daughter. 

Fr. King, lake her, lair son, and from 
her blood raise up 

Issue to me ; that the contending king¬ 
doms 340 

Of France and England, whose very shores 
lock pale 

With envy of each other’s happiness, 

May cease their hatred; and this dear 
conjunction 

Plant neigiiFcurhocd and Christian-IiKc 
accord 

In their sweet bosoms, that never war 
advance 345 

His bleeding sword Twixt England and fair 
France. 

Loids. Amen ! 

King. Now, welcome, Kate; and hear 
me witness all, 

That here 1 kiss her as my sovereign queen. 

IFlcRrisfi. 

Q. Jsa. God, the best maker of all 
marriages, 350 

Combine your hearts in one, your realms 
in one! 

As man and wife, being two, arc one in love, 
So be there ’twixt your kingdoms such a 
spousal 

That never may ill office or fell jealousy, 
Which troubles oft the bed of blessed 
marriage, 355 

Tlirust in between the paction of these 
kingdoms. 

To make divorce of their incorporate 
league; 

587 



KING HENRY THE FIFTH 

That English may as French, French 
Englishmen, 

Receive each other. God speak this Amen ! 

All. Amen! 3^ 

King. Prepare we for our marriage; on 
which day. 

My Lord of Burgundy, we'll take your 
oath. 

And all the peers', for surety of our leagues. 

Then shall 1 swear to Kate, and you to 
me, 

And may our oaths well kept and pros- 
p'rous be ! [Sennet. Exeunt. 

Enter Chorus. 

Chor. Thus far, with rough and all-unable 
pen, 

Our bending author hath pursu'd the 
story. 

In little room confining mighty men, 1 


[Act 5 

Mangling by starts the full course of their 
glory. 

Small time, but, in that small, most greatly 
Uved 5 

This star of England. Fortune made his 
sword ; 

By which tlie world's best garden he 
achieved. 

And of it left his son imperial lord. 

Henry the Sixth, in infant bands crowm'd 
king 

Of France and England, did this king 
succeed; 10 

Whose state so many had the managing 

That they lost France and made his 
England bleed ; 

Which oft our stage hath shown ; and, for 
their sake, 

In your fair minds let this acceptance take. 

lExih 
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THE FIRST PART OF 

KING HENRY THE SIXTH 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


King IIfiNry thk Sixth. 

Duke of Gloucester, imde to the King, 
ami Protector. 

Duke of Bedford, uncie to the King, and 
Regent of France. 

Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, 
great-unde to the King. 

Henry Bealt ort, gyeut-uncle to the King, 
Bisiuip OF Winchester, and after¬ 
wards Cardinal. 

John Beaufort, Earl of Somerset, 
afterwards Duke. 

Richard Plantagt net. son of Richard 
late Pari of Cambridge, afterwards 
Duke of York. 

Earl of Warwick. 

Earl of Salisdury. 

Earl of Suffolk. 

Lord Talhot, afterwards Earl of Shrews- 

DURY. 

John Talijot, his son. 

Edmund MorttmfjR, Earl of March. 

Sir John Fastoli e. 

Sir William Lucy. 

Sir William Glanfdale. 

Sir Thomas (Lxrgrave. 

Mayor of London. 

WooDVH.LE, lieutenant of the Tower. 


Vernon, of the. White Rose or York faction. 

Basset, of (he Red Rose or Lancaster faction. 

A Lawyer, 

Gaolers, to Mortimer. 

Charles, Dauphin, and afterwards King oj 
France. 

Reigmer, Duke of Anjou, and titular 
King of Naples. 

Duke of Burgundy, 

Duke of Ali n^ov. 

Bastard of Orleans. 

Governor of Paris. 

Master-Giinner of Orleans, and his Son. 

General of the French Forces in Bordeaux. 

A French Sergeant. 

A Porter. 

An old Shepherd, father to Joan la Pucelle. 

Margaret, daughter to Reiguicr, afterwards 
married to King Henry. 

Countess of Auver(;ne. 

Joan la Pucelle, commonly called Joan 
OF Arc. 

Lords, Warders of the Tower, Heralds, 
Officers, Soldiers, Messengers, English 
and French Attendants. Fiends 
appearing to La Ihicelle. 


The Scene : England and France. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Westminster Abbey. 

Dead March. Enter the funeral of King 
Henry the Fifth, attended on by the Duke 
OF Bedford, Regent of France, the Duke 
01 Gloucester, Protector, the Duke of 
Exeter, the Earl of Warwick, the 
Bishop of Winchester, 

Bed. Hung be the heavens with black, 
yield day to night! 

Comets, importing change of times and 
states. 

Brandish your crystal tresses in the sky 

And with them scourge the bad revolting 
stars 

That have consented unto Henry’s death! 

King Henry the 1^'ifth, too famous to live 
long! 

England ne’er lost a king of so much worth. 
Glo. England ne’er had a king until his 
time. 

Virtue he had, deserving to command ; 


His brandish'd sword did blind men with 
his beams; lo 

His arms spread wider than a dragon’s 
wings; 

His sparkling eyes, replete with wrathful 
fire, 

More dazzled and drove back his enemies 
Than mid-day sun fierce bent agamst their 
faces. 

What should I say ? His deeds exceed all 
speech: in 

He ne’er lift up his hand but conquered. 

Exe. We mourn in black ; why mourn we 
not in blood ? 

Henry is dead and never shall revive. 
Upon a wooden coffin we attend ; 

And death’s dishonourable victory 20 
Wc with our stately presence glorify, 

Like captives bound to a triumphant car. 
What! shall wc curse the planets of mishap 
That plotted thus our glory’s overthrow ? 
Or shall we think the subtlc-witted French 
Conjurers and sorcerers, that, afraid of him, 
By magic verses have contriv’d his end ? 
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Win. He was a long bless’d of the King 
of kings; 

Unto the French the dreadful judgnient- 
day 

So dreadful will not be as was his sight. 3^^ 
The battles of the Lord of Hosts he fought; 
The Church’s prayers made him so pros¬ 
perous. 

Glo* The Church! Where is it ? Had not 
churchmen pray’d. 

His thread of life had not so soon decay’d. 
None do you like but an ciFeminate prince, 
Wiioni like a schocl-boy you may overawe. 

Win. Gloucester, whate’er we like, thou 
art Protector 3- 

And lookest to command the Prince and 
realm. 

Thy wife is proud ; she holdeth thee in awe 
More than God or religious churchmen may. 

Glo. Name not religion, for thou lov’st 
the flesh ; 41 

And ne’er throughout the year to church 
thou go'st. 

Except it be to pray against thy foes. 

Bad. Cease, cease these jars and rest your 
minds in peace; 

Let’s to the altar. Heralds, wait on us. 4*; 
Instead of gold, we’ll oiler up our arms. 
Since arms avail not, now that Henry’s 
dead. 

Posterity, await for wretched years. 

When at their mothers’ mcist'ned eyes 
babes shall suck, 

Our isle be made a nourish of salt tears, *0 
And none but women left to wail the dead. 
Henry the Fifth, thy ghost 1 invocate: 
Prosper this realm, keep it from civil broiF, 
Combat with adverse planets in the 
heavens. 

A far more glorious star thy soul will make 
Than Julias Caesar or bright— 5^ 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My honourable lords, health to you 
all! 

Sad tidings bring I to you out of France, 
Of loss, of slaughter, and discomfituie : 
Guienne, Champagne, Rheiras, Orleans, 
Paris, Guysors, Poictiers, are all quite lost. 

Bed. What say’st thou, man, before dead 
Henry’s corse ? 

Speak softly, or the loss of those great 
towns 

Will make him burst his lead and rise from 
death. 

Glo. Is Paris lost ? Is Rouen yielded up ? 
If Henry were recall'd to life again, co 
These news would cause him once more 
yield the ghost. 

Exe. How were they lost ? What treach¬ 
ery was us’d ? 

Mess. No treachery, but want of men and 
money. 

Amongst the soldiers this is muttered —70 
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That here you maintain several factions; 
And whilst a field should be dispatch'd and 
fought, 

You are disputing of your generals ; 

One would have iing’ring wars, with little 
cost; 

Another would fly swift, but wanteth wings; 
A third thinks, without expense at all, 76 
By guileful fair words peace may be 
obtain’d. 

Aw'akc, awake, English nobility I 
Let not sloth dim your honours, new-hegot. 
Cropp’d are the flow’er-de-luccs in your 
arms; 

Of England’s coat one half is cut away. 

Exe. Were our tears wanting to this 
funeral. 

These tidings would call forth their flow ing 
tides. 

Bed. Me tliey concern ; Regent I am of 
France. 

Give me my steeled coat; I’ll fight for 
France. 

Aw^ay with these disgraceful wailing rcl'e'-! 
Wounds will I lend the French instead of 
eyes. 

To weep their intermissivc miseries. 

Enter a second Messenger. 

2 Mess. Lords, view these letters full of 

bad mischance, 

France is revolted from the English quite, 
Fxcept some petty towns of no import. 01 
riie Dauphin Charles is crowned king in 
Rheims ; 

The Bastard of Orleans with him is join’d ; 
Reignicr, Duke of Anjou, doth take his 
part ; 

The Duke of Ah ngon flicth to his side. 05 

Exe. 1 he Dauphin crowned king I all fly 
to him I 

O, whither shall wc fly from this reproach ? 

Glo. Wc w ill not fly but to our enemies’ 
throats, 

Bedford, if thou be slack I’ll fight it out. 

Bed. Gloucester, why doubt’st thou of 
my forwardness ? 100 

An army have I muster’d in my thoughts, 
Wherewith already France is overrun. 

Enter a third Messenger. 

3 Mess. My gracious lords, to add to your 

laments, 

Wherewith you now bedew King Henry’s 
hearse, 

I must inform you of a dismal fight 105 
Betwixt the stout Lord Talbot and the 
French. 

Wm. What! Wherein Talbot overcame ? 
Is’t so ? 

3 Mess. O, no ; wherein Lord Talbot was 
o’erthrown. 

The circumstance I’ll tell you more at large. 
The tenth of August last this dreadful lord. 
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Scene 1] 

Retiring from the siege of Orleans, m 
Having full scarce six thousand in his troop. 
By three and twenty thousand of the 
French 

Was round encompassed and set upon. 

No leisure had he to enrank his men ; 115 

He wanted pikes to set before his archers ; 
Instead whereof sharp stakes pluck'd out 
of hedges 

They pitched in the ground confusedly 
To keep the horsemen olf from breaking in. 
More than three hours the fight continued ; 
Wnere valiant Talbot, above human 
thought, i-;i 

Enacted wonders with his sword and lance : 
Hundreds he sent to hell, and none durst 
stand him ; 

Here, there, and everywhere, enrag’d he 
slew— 

The French exclaim’d the devil was in 
arms; 1:15 

All the whole army stood agaz’d on him. 
His soldiers, spying his undaunted spirit, 

‘ A Talbot! a Talbot! ’ cried out amain. 
And rush’d into the bowels of the battle. 
Here had the compicst fully been seal'd up 
If Sir John Fastolfe had not play’d the 
coward. iji 

He, being in the vaward—plac’d behind 
With purpose to relieve and follow them— 
Cowardly fled, not haviiig struck one 
stroke; 

Hence grew the general wreck and massacre. 
Enclosed were they with their enemies. i.v» 
A base Walloon, to win the Dauphin’s 
grace, 

Thrust d'albot with a spear into the back ; 
Whom all France, with their chief assem¬ 
bled strength, 1^9 

Durst not presume to look once in the 
face. 

Bed, Is Talbot slain ? Then I will slay 
myself, 

For living idly here in pomp and ease, 
Whilst such a worthy leader, wanting aid, 
Unto his dastard foemen is betray’d. 

3 Mess. O no, he lives, but is took 
prisoner, i4:> 

And Lord Scales with him, and Lord 
Hungerford ; 

Most of the rest slaughter’d or took like¬ 
wise. 

Bed, His ransom there is none but 1 shall 
pay. 

I’ll hale the Dauphin headlong from his 
throne; 119 

His crown shall be the ransom of my friend; 
Four of their lords 1*11 change for one of 
ours. 

Farewell, my masters ; to my task will 1; 
Bonfires in France forthwith I :un to make 
To keep our great Saint George’s feast 
withal. *54 

Ten thousand soldiers with me 1 will take. 


Whose bloody deeds shall make all Europe 
quake. 

3 Mess. So you had need ; for Orleans is 
besieg'd; 

The English army is grown weak and faint; 
rhe Earl of Salisbury craveth supply 
And hardly keeps his men from mutiny, lOo 
Since they, so few, watch such a multitude. 

Exe, Remember, lords, your oaths to 
Henry sworn. 

Either to quell the Dauphin utterly, 

Or bring him in obedience to your yoke. 

Bed, 1 do remember it, and here take my 
leave if'5 

To go about my preparation. [Exit, 

Glo, I'il to the Tower with all the haste 
I can 

To view th' artillery and munition; 

And then 1 will proclaim young Henry king. 

Exe, To Eltham will I, where the youi.g 
King iS, 170 

Being ordain’d his special governor; 

And for his safety there I’ll best devise. 

[Exit, 

Win. [Aside] Each hath his place and 
funciion to attend : 

I am left out; for me nothing remains. 
But long 1 will not be Jack out of ctiicc. 175 
ihe King from Eltham 1 intend to steal, 
And sit at chiefest stern of public w eal. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene 11. France. Before Orleans. 

Sound a flourish. Enter OtARLES the 

Dauphin, Alen^on, and Reiceier, 

march big with drum and Soldiers. 

Char. Mars his true moving, even as in 
the heavens 

So in the earth, to this day is not known. 
Late did he shine upon the English side ; 
Now we are victors, upon us he smiles. 
What tow ns of any moment but wc have ? 5 
At pleasure here we lie near Orleans; 
Otherwhiles the famish'd English, like pale 
ghosts. 

Faintly besiege us one hour in a month. 

Alen. They want their porridge and their 
fat bull-beeves. 

Either they must be dieted like mules to 
And have their provender tied to their 
mouths, 

Or piteous they will look, like drowned 
mice. 

Reig. Let's raise the siege. Why live wc 
idly here ? 

Talbot is taken, whom we wont to fear; 
Remaineth none but mad-brain'd Salis¬ 
bury, 15 

And he may well in fretting spend his gall— 
Nor men nor money hath he to make war. 

Char. Sound, sound alarum; we will rush 
on them. 
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Now for the honour of the forlorn French ! 
Him I forgive my death that killcth me, so 
When he sees me go back one foot or flee. 

[£xeu>d. 

Here alarum. They are beaten back by 

the English, with great loss, Pe-^nter 

CharlI'S, Alen^on, and Reignilr. 

Char, Who ever saw the like ? What men 
have I! 

Dogs! cowards ! dastards! I w’ould ne’er 
have fled 

But that they left me midst my enemies. 

Reig, Salisbury is a desperate homicide ; 
He ftghteth as one weary of his life. 

The other lords, like lions wanting food. 
Do ru:»h upon us as their hungry prey. 

Alen, Froissart, a countryman of ours, 
records 

England all Olivers and Rowlands bred 3 • 
During the time Edward the Third did 
reign. 

More truly now may this be verified ; 

For none but Samsons and Goliases 
It sendeth forth to skirmish. One to 
ten I 

Lean raw^-bon’d rascals ! Who would e'er 
suppose 35 

Diey had such courage and audacity ? 

Char, Let’s leave this town ; for they arc 
hare-brain'd slaves. 

And hunger will enforce them to be more 
eager. 

Of old I know them; rather with their 
teeth 

The walls they'll tear down than forsake 
the siege. 4** 

Reig, I think by some odd gimmers 01 

device 

Their arms are set, like clocks, still to strike 
on ; 

Else ne’er could they hold out so as they do. 
By my consent, we’ll even let them alone. 

Alen, Be it so. 45 

Enter the Bastard of Orleans. 

Bast. Where’s the Prince Dauphin ? I 
have news for him. 

Char, Bastard of Orleans, thrice welcome 
to us. 

Bast, Me thinks your looks are sad, your 
cheer appall’d. 

Hath the late overthrow wrought this 

oflence ? 

Be not dismay’d, for succour is at hand. 50 
A holy maid hitlier with me I bring. 
Which, by a vision sent to her from heaven, 
O.dained is to raise this tedious siege 
And drive the English forth the bounds of 
FYance. 

The spirit of deep prophecy she hath, 55 
Exceeding the nine sibyls of old Rome: 
What's past and what’s to come she can 
descry. 


Gpeak, shall I call her in ? Believe my 
words, 

For they are certain and unfalliblc. 

Char, Go, call her in, lExil Bastard] But 
first, to try her skill, < 0 

Reignier, stand thou as Dauphin in my 
place; 

Question her proudly; let thy looks be 
stern ; 

By this means shall we sound what skill she 
hath. 

Re-enter the Bastard of Orleans, iviih 
Joan la Pucllle. 

Reig. Fair maid, is 't thou wilt do these 
wondrous feats ? 

Puc. Reignier, is’t thou that thinkest to 
beguile me ? ^>5 

Where is the Dauphin ? Come, come fri)m 
behind ; 

I know' thee well, though never seen before. 
Be not amaz’d, there's nothing hid from me. 
In private will I talk with thee apart. 
Stand back, you lords, and give us leave 
awhile. 70 

Reig. She takes upon her bravely at first 
dash. 

Puc. Daupliin, I am by birth a shepherd’s 
daughter. 

My wit untrain’d in any kind of art. 
Heaven and our Lady gracious hath it 
pleas’d 

To shine on mv contemptible estate, 75 
Lo, whilst I waited on my tender lambs 
And to sun’s parching heat display’d my 
cheeks, 

God's Mother deigned to appear to me. 
And in a vision full of majesty 
Will’d me to leave my base vocation 80 
And free my country from calamity— 

Her aid she promis’d and assur’d success. 
In complete glory she reveal’d herself; 

And whereas I was black and swart before. 
With those clear rays which she infus'd on 
me 85 

That beauty am 1 bless’d with which you 
may see. 

Ask me wliat question thou canst possible. 
And 1 will answer unpremeditated. 

Mv courage try by combat if thou dar’st. 
And thou shalt find that I exceed my sex. 90 
Resolve on this : thou shalt be fortunate 
If thou receive me for thy warlike mate. 

Char. Thou hast astonish'd me with thy 
high terms. 

Only this proof I’ll of thy valour make— 

In single combat thou shalt buckle with me; 
And if thou vanquishest, thy words are 
true; 96 

Otherwise 1 renounce all confidence. 

Puc, 1 am prepar’d; here is my keen- 
edg'd sword. 

Deck’d with five flower-de-luces on each 
side. 
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The wiiich at Touraine, in Saint Katherine’s 
churchyard, loci 

Out of a g:rcat deal of old iron 1 chose forth. 

Char, '(.’hen conic, o’ God’s name ; I tear 
no woman. 

Puc. And while I live I'll ne’er fly from 
a man. IHere they fi^ht and Joan 
la Piicelle otercomes. 

Char. Stay, stay thy hands ; thou art an 
Amazon, ic'4 

And tightest with the sword of Deborah. 

Puc. Christ’s Mother helps me, else i 
were too weak. 

Char. Whoe’er helps thee, 'tis thou that 
must help me. 

Impatiently I burn with thy desire ; 

My heart and hands thou hast at once 
subdu’d. 

Excellent Pucelle, if thy name be so, ii< 
Let me thy servant and not sovereign he. 
’Tis the French Dauphin sueth to thee thus. 

Puc. 1 must not yield to any rites of love. 
For my profession’s sacred from above. 
When I have chased all thy foes from hence, 
Then will 1 think upon a recompense, uo 

Char. Meantime look gracious on thy 
prostrate thrall. 

Reig. My lord, methinks, is very long in 
talk. 

Akn. Doubtless he shrives this woman to 
her smock ; 

Else ne'er could he so long protract his 
speech. 120 

Reig. Shall we disturb him, since he keeps 
no mean ? 

Aten, lie may mean more than wc poor 
men do know ; 

These women are shrewd tempters with 
their tongues. 

Reig. My lord, where are you ? What 
devise you on ? 

Shall we give o’er Orleans, or no ? 12.S 

Puc. Why, no, 1 say ; distrustful re¬ 
creants ! 

Fight till the last gasp; 1 will be your 
guard. 

Char. What she says I’ll confirm ; we’ll 
fight it out. 

Puc. Assign’d am I to be the English 
scourge. 

This night the siege assuredly I’ll raise. 130 
Expect Saint Martin’s summer, halcyon 
days. 

Since 1 have entered into these wars. 

Glory is like a circle in the water. 

Which never ceaseth to enlarge itself 
Till by broad spreading it disperse to 
nought. 135 

With Henry’s death the English circle ends; 
Dispersed are the glories it included. 

Now am I like that proud insulting ship 
Which Cicsar and his fortune bare at once. 

Char. Was Mahomet inspired with a 
dove ? *40 


Inou with an eagle art inspiied then. 

Helen, the mother ot great Constantine, 

Nor yet Saint Philip’s daughters were like 
thee. 

Bright star of Venus, fall’n down on the 
earth. 

How may I reverently worship thee 
enough ? ms 

Alen. Leave off delays, and let us raise 
the siege. 

Reig. Woman, do what thou canst to 
save our honours ; 

Drive them from Orleans, and be im¬ 
mortaliz’d. 

Char. Presently we’ll try. Come, let’s 
away about it. 

No prophet will 1 trust if she prove false. 130 

I lixeunt. 

Scene III. London. Before the Tomr eates. 

Enter the Duke of Glouci-ster, with his 
Serving-men in blue coats. 

Glo. 1 am come to survey the Tower this 
day ; 

Since Hcni v's death, 1 fear, there is convey¬ 
ance. 

Where be tlicse warders that they wait not 
here ? 

Open the gates ; 'tis Gloucester that calls. 

1 Ward. [\Vilhin\ Who’s there that 
knocks so imperiously ? 5 

1 Serv. It is the noble Duke of Gloucester. 

2 W-urd. (Widiin) Whoe’er he be, you 

may not be let in. 

1 Serf'. Villains, answer you so the Lord 
Protector ? 

1 Ward. [V’if/j/nl The Lord protect him ! 
so we answer him. 

W’c do no otherwise than wc arc will’d. 0 

Glo. Wdio willed you. or whose will stands 
but mine ? 

There’s none Protector of the realm but I. 

Break up the gates, I'll be your warrantize. 

Shall 1 be tiouted thus by dunghill grooms.^ 
[Gloucester*s men rush at the louer 
gates, and Woodrdh the Lieu¬ 
tenant speaks within. 

Wood. [W idriH] What noise is this ? 
What traitors have wc here ? 13 

Glo. Lieutenant, is it you whose voice I 
hear ? 

Open the gates; here's Gloucester that 
would enter. 

Wood. [Williin] Have patience, noble 
Duke, I may not open ; 

The Cardinal of Winchester forbids. 

PTom him I have express commandment 20 

That thou nor none of thine shall be let in. 

Glo. Faint-hearted Woodville, prizest 
him fore me ? 

Arrogant Winchester, that haughty prelate 

Whom Henry, our late sovereign, ne’er 
could brook I 
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Thou art no friend to God or to the King, as 
Open the gates, or I’ll shut thee out shortly. 

Serving-men, Open the gates unto the 
Lord Protector, 

Or we'll burst them open, if that you come 
not quickly. 

Enter to the Protector at the Tower gates 

WiNCHESTKR and his Men in tawny coats. 

Win, How now, ambitious Humphry ! 
What means this ? 

Glo, Peel’d priest, dost thou command me 
to be shut out ? 30 

Win, 1 do, thou most usurping proditor. 
And not Protector of the King or realm. 

Glo, Stand back, thou manifest con¬ 
spirator. 

Thou that contrived’st to murder our dead 
lord; 34 

Thou that giv’st whores indulgences to sin. 
I’ll canv'ass thee in thy broad cardinal’s hat, 
If thou proceed in this thy insolence. 

Win, Nay. stand thou back ; 1 will not 
budge a foot. 

This be Damascus; be thou cursed Cain, 
To slay thv brother Abel, it thou wilt. 40 

Glo, 1 will not slay thee, but I’ll drive 
thee back. 

Thy scarlet robes as a child’s bearing-cloth 
ril u e to carry thee out or this place. 

Win. Do what thou dar’st; I beard thee 
to thy face. 

Glo. What! am I dat'd and bearded to 
m/ face / 45 

Draw, men, for all this privileged place— 
Blue-coats to tawny-coats. Priest, beware 
your beard ; 

I mean to tug it. and to cuff you soundly; 
Under my feet I stamp thy cardinal’s hat; 
In spite of Pope or dignities of church, 50 
Here by the cheeks I’ll drag thee up and 
down. 

Win. Gloucester, thou wilt answer this 
before the Pope, 

Glo, Winchester goose 1 I cry ' A rope, a 
rope!’ 

Now beat them hence; why do you let 
them stay ? 

Thee I’ll chase hence, thou wolf in sheep’s 
array. 55 

Out, tawny-coats ! Out, scarlet hypocrite ! 

Here Gloucester's men beat out the Cardinal*s 

men ; and enter in the hurly-burly the 

Mayor of London, and his Ofiicers, 

May. Fie, lords I that you, being 
supreme magistrates, 

Thus contumeliously should break the 
peace! 

Glo, Peace, Mayor ! thou know’st little of 
my wrongs: 

Here’s Beaufort, that regards nor God nor 
King, 60 

Hath here distrain’d the Tower to bis use. 
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W’in. Here’s Gloucester, a foe to citizens ; 
One that still motions war and never peace, 
O’erchar^ng your free purses with large 
fines ; 

That seeks to overthrow religion, 65 

Because he is Protector of the realm, 

And would have armour here out of the 
Tower, 

To crown himself King and suppress the 
Prince. 

Glo, 1 will not answer thee with words, 
but blows. 

[Here they skirmish aeain. 

May. Nought rests for me in this tumul¬ 
tuous strife 7'^ 

But to make open proclamation. 

Come, officer, as loud as e’er thou canst. 
Cry. 

Off. fCrics] All manner of men assembled 
here in arms this day against God’s peace 
and the King’s, we charge and command 
you, in his Highness’ name, to repair to 
your several dwelling-places ; and not to 
wear, handle, or use, any sword, weapon, 
or dagger, henceforward, upon pain of 
death. 

Glo. Cardinal, I'll be no breaker of the 
law ; 

But we shall meet and break our minds at 
large. so 

Win. Gloucester, we’U meet to thy cost, 
be sure; 

Thy heart-blood I will have for this day’s 
work. 

May. I’ll call for clubs if you will not 
away. 

This Cardinal’s more haughty than the 
devil. 

Glo. Mayor, farewell ; thou dost but what 
thou mayst. 8 s 

Win. Abominable Gloucester, guard thy 
head. 

For I intend to have it ere long. 

[Exeunt, severally, Gloucester and 
Winchester with their Servants. 

May, Sec the coast clear'd, and then we 
will depart. 

Good God, these nobles should such 
stomachs bear 1 

I myself fight not once in forty year. 

(HxeuM/. 

Scene IV. France. Before Orleans, 

Enter, on the walls, the Master-Gunner of 
Orleans and his Boy. 

M. Gun, Sirrah, thou know’st how Orleans 
is besieg’d, 

And how the English have the suburbs won. 

Boy. Father, I know ; and oft have shot 
at them, 

How^e’er unfortunate I miss’d my aim. 

M. Gun, But now thou shalt not. Be 
thou rul’d by me. 3 
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Chief master-gunner am 1 of this town ; 
Something 1 must do to procure me grace. 
The Prince’s espials have informed me 
How the English, In the suburbs close 
intrench’d. 

Wont, through a secret grate of iron bars xo 
In yonder tower, to overpeer the city. 

And thence discover how with most 
advantage 

They may vex us with shot or with assault. 
To intercept this inconvenience, J4 

A piece of ordnance ’gainst it 1 have plac’d ; 
And even these three days have 1 watchM 
If 1 could see them. Now do thou watcii, 
For I can stay no longer. 

If thou spy’st any. run and bring me word ; 
And thou shalt hnd me at the Governor’s. ^ 

Boy. Father, I warrant you ; take yon 
no care ; 

I'll never trouble you, if I may spy them. 

lExit. 

Iinler Salishuky and Talbot on the 
turrets, with Sir William Glanpsdall, 
Sir Thomas Gariiravl, and O ' .rs. 

Sal. Talbot, my life, my joy, again 
return’d 1 

How wort thou handled being prisoner ? 

Or by what means got’st thou to be 
releas’d ? 2 ^ 

Discourse, 1 prithee, on this turret's top. 

Tal. The F.a;l of Bedford had a prisonci 
Call’d the brave Lord Ponton dc Santraille.^; 
For him was 1 exchang’d and ransomed. 
But with a baser man of arms by far 30 
Once, in coiitempt, they would have 
barter’d me ; 

Which 1 disdaining scorn’d, and craved 
death 

Rather than I would be so vile esteem'd. 

In fine, redeem’d I was as I desir'd. 

But, O! the treacherous Fastolfe wounds 
my heart; 3 

Whom with my bare fists I would execute. 
If I now had him brought into my power. 
SaU Yet tell’st thou not how thou wert 
entertain’d. 

Tat. With scoffs, and scorns, and con* 
tumclious taunts. 

In open market-place produc’d they me 4 c 
I'o be a public spectacle to all; 

Here, said they, is the terror of the French, 
The scarecrow that allrights our children so. 
Then broke I from the officers that led me, 
And with my nails digg’d stones out of the 
ground 

To hurl at the beholders of my shame; 

My grisly countenance made others fly; 
None durst come near for fear of sudden 
death. 

In iron walls they deem'd me not secure; 
So great fear of my name ’mongst them was 
spread 50 
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That they suppos’d 1 could lend bars of 
steel 

And spurn in pieces posts of adamant; 
Wherefore a guard of chosen shot I had 
That w'alk'd about me every minute-while ; 
And if 1 did but stir out of my bed, ss 
Ready they were to shoot me to the heart. 

Enter the Boy with a linstock. 

Sal. I grieve to hear what torments you 
endur’d ; 

But wc will be reveng’d sufnciently. 

Now it is supper-time in Orleans : 50 

(ierc, through tiiis grate, 1 count each one 
And view the I'renchmen how they tortify. 
Let us look in ; the sight will much delight 
thee. 

Sir Thomas Gargravc and Sir William 
Giansdale, 

Let me have your express opinions 
^hcre is best place to make our batt’ry 
next. 63 

Gar. I think at the North Gate; for there 
stand loids. 

Gian. And I here, at the bulwark of the 
bridge. 

Tal. I or aught 1 see, this city must be 
famisn’d, 

Or with light skirmishes enfeebled. 

[Here they shcol and Salisbury 
and Gar^rave fall dotin. 

Sal. O Lord, have mercy on us, wretched 
sinners I 70 

Gar. O Lord, have mercy on me, woeful 
man 1 

Tab W’liat chance is this that suddenly 
hath cross'd us ? 

Speak, Salisbury ; at least, if thou canst 
speak. 

How far’st thou, mirror of all martial men ? 
One of thy eyes and thy cheek’s side struck 
OlT! 75 

Accursed tower I accursed fatal hand 
Tiiat hath contriv’d this woeful tragedy ! 

In thirteen battles Salisbury o’crcamc; 
Henry the Fifth he first train'd to the wars ; 
Whilst any trump did sound or drum struck 
up, 80 

His sword did ne’er leave striking in the 
field. 

Yet liv’st thou, Salisbury ? Though thy 
speech doth fail. 

One eye thou hast to look to heaven for 
grace; 

The sun with one eye view^eth all the world. 
Heaven, be thou gracious to none alive 
If Salisbury wants mercy at thy hands! 
Bear hence his body : I will help to bury it. 
Sir Thomas Gargravc, hast thou any life ? 
Speak unto Talbot; nay, look up to him. 
Salisbury, cheer thy spirit with this 
comfort, 

Thou shalt not die whiles— 

He beckons with his hand and smiles on me, 
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As who should say ‘ When 1 am dead and 
gone, 

Remember to avenge me on the French *. 
Plantagenct, 1 will; and like thee, Nero, o.s 
Play on the lute, beholding the towns burn. 
Wretched shall France be only in my name. 

I Here an alarunif and it thunders 
and Iv^hiens. 

W’'hat stir is this ? What tumult's in the 
heavens ? 

Whence cometh this alarum and the noise ? 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, my lord, the French have 
gather’d head. loo 

The Dauphin, with one Joan la Pucelle 
join’d, 

A holy prophetess new risen up, 

Is come with a great power to raise the 
siege. [Here Salislniry liftelh him¬ 
self lip and groans. 

Tal. Hear, hear how dying Salisbury 
doth groan. 

It irks his heart he cannot be reveng’d. 105 
Frenchmen, I'll be a Salisbury to you. 
Pucelle or puzzel, dolphin or dogfish. 

Your hearts I’ll stamp out with my horse’s 
heels 

And make a quagmire of your mingled 
brains. 

Convey me Salisbury into his tent, jio 
And then we’ll try what these dastard 
Frenchmen dare. I Alarum. Exeunt. 

Scene V. Before Orleans. 

Here an alarum again, and Talbot pursueth 
the Dauphin anddriveih hiin. fhen enter 
Joan la Pucelle drivhig Englishmen 
before her. Then enter Talbot, 

Tal. Where is my strength, my valour, 
and my force ? 

Our English troops retire, I cannot stay 
them; 

A woman clad in armour chaseth them. 

Enter La Pucelle. 

Here, here she comes. I’ll have a bout with 
thee. 

Devil or devil’s dam. I'll conjure thee; 5 

Blood will I draw on thee—thou art a 
witch— 

And straightway give thy soul to him thou 
SCTV’st. 

Puc. Come, come, ’tis only I that must 
disgrace thee, |Here they fight. 
Tal. Heavens, can you suffer hell so to 
prevail ? 

My breast I’ll burst with straining of my 
courage, 10 

And from my shoulders crack my arras 
asunder, 

But 1 will chastise this high-minded 
strumpet. [They fight again. 
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Puc. '1 albot, farewell; thy hour is not 
yet come. 

I must go victual Orleans forthwith. 

[A short alarum ; then enter the 
town with soldiers, 
O’ertake me if thou canst; 1 scorn thy 
strength. 15 

Go, go, cheer up thy hungry starved 
men ; 

Help Salisbury to make his testament. 
This day is ours, as many more shall be. 

[Ex if. 

Tal My thoughts are whirled like a 
potter’s wheel; 

I know not where I am nor what I do. 20 
A witch by fear, not force, like Hannibal, 
Drives back our troops and conquers as she 
lists. 

So bees with smoke and doves with noisome 
stench 

Arc from their hives and houses driven 
away. 

They call’d us, for our fierceness, English 
dogs; 25 

Now like to whelps we crying run away. 

[A short alarum. 
Hark, countrymen ! Either renew the fight 
Or tear the lions out of England’s coat; 
Renounce your soil, give sheep in lions’ 
stead : 

Sheep run not half so treacherous from the 
wolf, 30 

Or horse or oxen from the leopard, 

As you fiy from your oft-subdued slaves. 

[Alarum. Here another skirmish. 
It will not be — retire into your trenches. 
You all consented unto Salisbury’s death, 
P’or none would strike a stroke in his 
revenge. 35 

Pucelle is ent’red into Orleans 
In spite of us or aught that we could do. 

O, W’ould I were to die with Salisbur>^! 

The shame hereof will make me hide my 
head. [Exit Talbot, Alarum; retreat. 

Scene VI. Orleans, 

Flourish. Enter on the walls, La Pucelle, 

Charles, Reign ier, Alen^on, and 

Soldiers. 

Puc. Advance our waving colours on the 
walls ; 

Rescu'd is Orleans from the English. 

Thus Joan la i^uccUe hath perform’d her 
word. 

Char. Divinest creature, Astraea’s 
dauglitcr, 

How shall I honour thee for this success ? 5 
Thy promises arc like Adonis’ gardens, 
That one day bloom’d and fruitful were the 
next. 

France, triumph in thy glorious prophetess. 
Recover’d is the town of Orleans. 

More blessed hap did ne’er befall our state. 
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JReig. Wliy ring not out the bells aloud 
throughout the town ? n 

Dauphin, command the citizens make 
bontircs 

And feast and banquet in the open streets 
To celebrate the joy that God hath given us. 
Alai. All France will be replete with 
mirth and joy is 

When they shall liear how \vc have play’d 
the men. 

Char. 'Tis Joan, not we, by whom the day 
is won ; 

For which 1 will divide my crown with her ; 
And all the priests and friars in my realm 
Shall in procession sing her endless praise. 
A statelier pyramis to her I’ll rear 
Than KluvJope’s of Memphis ever was. 

In memory of her, when she is dead. 

Her ashes, in an urn more precious 
J han the rich jeweird coder of Darius, 25 
J'ransporled shall be at high tcstivals 
Before the kings and tincens of France. 

No longer on Saint Denis will we cry, 

But Joan la PucelJe shall be France’s saint. 
Come in, and let us banquet royally 
After this golden day of victory. 

[Flourish, Exeunt. 

ACT TWO 

ScKNH I. Before Orleans. 

Enter a French Sergeant and two Sentinels. 

Sergt. Sirs, take your places and be 
vigilant. 

If any noise or soldier you perceive 
Near to the walls, by some apparent sign 
Let us have knowledge at the court of 
guard. 

1 Sent. Sergeant, you shall. [Exit Sergt.] 
Thus arc poor servitors, 5 

When others sleep upon their quiet beds. 
Constrain’d to watch in darkness, rain, and 
cold. 

Enter Talbot, Bedford, Burgundy, mid 
Forces, uiih scalinf(-ladders ; their drums 
beat ins a dead march. 

Tal. Lord Regent, and redoubted Bur¬ 
gundy, 

By whose approach the regions of Artois, 
Wallon, and Picardy, are friends to us, m 
This happy night the Frenchmen are secure, 
Having all day carous’d and banqueted; 
Embrace we then this opportunity. 

As fitting best to quittance their deceit, 
Contriv’d by art and baleful sorcery. 15 
Bed. Coward of France, how much he 
wrongs his fame, 

Despairing of his own arm’s fortitude. 

To join with witches and the help of hell! 

Bur. Traitors have never other company. 
But what’s that Pucelle whom they term so 
pure ? 20 


Tal. A maid, they say. 

Bed. A maid ! and be so martial! 

Bur. Pray God she prove not masculine 
ere long, 

If underneath tiic standard of the French 
She carry armour as she hath begun. 

Tal. Well, let them practise and converse 
with spirits : 25 

God is our fortress, in whose conquering 
name 

Let us resolve to scale their flinty hulwaiks. 

Bed. Ascend, brave Talbot; we will 
follow thee. 

Tal. Not all together ; better far, 1 guess. 
That vve do make our entrance seveial ways; 
That if it chance tlie one of us do tail 
Ihe other yet may rise against their force. 

Bed. Agreed ; I’ll to yond corner. 

Bur. And 1 to this. 

Tul. And here will Talbot mount or make 
his grave. 34 

Now, Salisbury, for thee, and for the right 
Oi English Henry, shall this night appear 
How much in duty 1 am bound to both. 

[7/ie English scale the ualls and 
cry ‘ Saint George ! a Talbot! ' 

Sent. Arm ! arm ! The enemy doth make 
assault. 

The French leap o*er the walls in their shirts. 

Enter, several ways, Bastard, Ai FNgoN, 

RKif;NiFU, half ready and half unready, 

Alen. How now, my lords ? W’hat, all 
unready so ? 

Bast. Unready I Ay, and glad we ’scap’d 
so well. 40 

Reig. ’Twas time, I trow, to wake and 
leave our beds, 

Hearing alarums at our chamber doors. 

Alen. Of all exploits since tirst 1 follow’d 
arms 

Ne’er heard I of a warlike enterprise 
xVlore venturous or desperate than this. 45 

Bast I think this ’Lalbot be a fiend of 
hell. 

Reig. If not of hell, the heavens, sure, 
favour him. 

Alen. Here cometh Charles; 1 marvel 
how he sped. 

Enter Charles and La Pucelle. 

Bast. Tut! holy Joan was his defensive 
guard. 

Char. Is tliis thy cunning, thou deceitful 
dame ? 50 

Didst thou at first, to flatter us withal, 
Make us partakers of a little gain 
That now our loss might be ten times so 
much ? 

Puc. Wherefore is Charles impatient with 
his friend ? 54 

At all times will you have my power alike ? 
Sleeping or waking, must I still prevail. 

Or will you blame and lay the fault on me ? 
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Improvident soldiers I Had your watch 
been good 

Tills sudden mischief never could have 
fall’n. 

Char. Duke of Alen^on, this was your 
default 

That, being captain of the watch to-night. 
Did look no better to that weighty charge. 

Ai'jn. Had all your quarters been as safely 
kept 

As that whereof 1 had the government, 64 
We !iad not been thus shamefully Surpris'd. 

Hist* Mine was secure. 

R'Hg. And so was mine, my lord. 

Char. And, for myself, most part of all 
this night. 

Within her quarter and mine own precinct 
I was employ'd in passing to and fro 
Ab:*ut relieving of the sentinel. 70 

Th::i how or which way should tliey first 
brealt in ? 

Pile. Question, my lords, no further of 
the case, 

Hdw or which way; *tis sure they found 
some place 

But weakly guarded, where the breach was 
made. 

And now there rests no other shift but 
this— 75 

To gather our soldiers, scatter'd and 
dispers'd, 

Anl lay new platforms to endamage them. 

Alarum. Enter an English Soldier, crying 

' A Talbot I A Talbot I * They fly, leaving 

their clothes behind. 

Sold. I’ll be so bold to take what they 
have left. 

Tho cry of Talbot serv'es me for a sword; 
For I have loaden me with many spoils, fco 
■Using no otner weapon but liis name. 

[Exh. 

Scene II. Orleans. Within the town. 

‘Enter Talbot, Bedford, Burgundy, a 
Captain, and Others. 

Bed. The day begins to break, and night 
is fled 

Whose pitchy mantle ovcr-veil’d the earth. 
Here sound retreat and cease our hot 
pursuit. [Retreat sounded. 

Tal. Bring forth the body of old Salisbury 
And here advance it in the market-place, 5 
,The middle centre of this cursed town. 
•Novv have I paid my vow unto his soul; 
'For every drop of blood was drawn from 
him 

There hath at least five Frenchmen died 
to-night. 

And that hereafter ages may behold 10 
What ruin happened in revenge of him, 
"Within their chiefest temple I'll erect 
A tomb, wherein his corpse shall be interr'd; 
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Upon the which, that every one may read. 
Shall be engrav'd the sack of Orleans, 15 
The treacherous manner of his mournful 
death. 

And what a terror he had been to France. 
But, lords, in all our bloody massacre, 

1 muse we met not with the Dauphin’s 
grace. 

His ncw-come champion, virtuous Joan of 
Arc, 20 

Nor any of his false confederates. 

Bed. 'Tis thought, Lord T albot, when ti e 
figlit began. 

Rous’d on the sudden from their drowsy 
beds, 

They did amongst the troops of armed men 
Leap o’er the w alls for refuge in the tickf. 25 

Bur. My eif, as far as I conld well discern 
For smoke and dusky vapours of the night, 
A n sure 1 scar’d the Dauphin and his trull, 
When arm in arm they both came sv^iftly 
rum iag, 

Like to a pair of loving turtle-doves 30 
That could not live asunder day or night. 
After that things are set in order lieic, 
We’ll folicw them with all the luwer we 
have. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. All hail, my lords! Which of this 
princely train 

Call ye the warlike Talbot, for his acts 35 
So much applauded through the realm of 
T rance ? 

Tal. Here is the Talbot; who would 
speak with him ? 

Mess. The virtuous lady, Countess of 
Auvergne, 

With modesty admiring th> renown, 

By me entreats, great lord, thou wouldst 
vouchsafe 40 

To visit her poor castle where she lies, 
lhat she may boast she hath beheld the 
man 

Whose glory fills the world with loud report. 

Bur. Is it even so ? Nay, then I see cur 
wars 

Will turn unto a peaceful comic sport, 45 
When ladies crave to be cnccunt'red with. 
You may not, my lord, despise her gentle 
suit. 

Tal. Ne’er trust me then; for w hen a 
w'orld of men 

Could not prevail with all their orator>\ 
Yet hath a woman’s kindness overrul'd ; 50 
And therefore tell her I return great thanks 
And in submission will attend on her. 

Will not your honours bear me company ? 

Bed. No, truly ; 'tis more than manners 
will; 54 

And I have heard it said unbidden guests 
Are often welcomest when they are gone. 

Tal. Well then, alone, since there's no 
remedy. 



Scene 2 ] KING 

1 mean to prove this lady’s courtesy. 

Come hither, Captain. [Whispers] You per¬ 
ceive my mind ? 59 

Capt 1 do, my lord, and mean accord¬ 
ingly. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Auvergtte. The castle. 

Enter the Countess and her Porter. 

Count. Porter, remember what I gave in 
charge; 

And when you have done so, bring the keys 
to me. 

Port. Madam, I will. fExtl. 

Counf. The plot is laid ; if all things lall 
out right, 

1 shall as famous be by this exploit 
As Scythian Ibmyris by Cyrus’ death. 
Great is the rumour of this dreadful knight, 
And his achievements of no less account. 
Fain would mine eyes be witness with mine 
cars 9 

To give their censure of these rare reports. 

Enter Messenger and Talbot. 

Mess. Madam, according as your ladyship 
desir’d. 

By message crav’d, so is Lord Talbot 
come. 

Count. And he is welcome. What! is this 
the man ? 

Mess. Madam, it is. 

Count. Is this the scourge of France ? 15 
Is this the lalhot, so much fear’d abroad 
That with his name the mothers still their 
babes ? 

1 see report is fabulous and false. 

I thought I should have seen some Hercules, 
A second Hector, for his grim aspect 20 
And large proportion of his strong-knit 
limbs. 

Alas, this is a child, a silly dwarf I 
It cannot be this weak and writilled shrimp 
Should strike such terror to his enemies. 

Tal. Madam, 1 have been bold to trouble 
you; 2.S 

But since your ladyship is not at leisure, 
ru sort some other time to visit you, 

{Going. 

Count. What means he now ? Go ask him 
whither he goes. 

Mess. Stay, my Lord Talbot; for my 
lady craves 

To know the cause of your abrupt de¬ 
parture. 30 

Tal, Marry, for that she’s in a wrong 
belief, 

I go to certify her Talbot’s here. 

Re-enter Porter with keys. 

Count, If thou be he, then art thou 
prisoner. 

Tal. Prisoner 1 To whom ? 

Count. To me, blood-thirstv lord; 
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And for that cause I train’d thee to my 
house. 35 

Long time thy shadow hath been thrall to 
me. 

For in my gallery thy picture hangs; 

But now the substance shah endure the like 
And I will chain these legs and arms 
of thine 

That hast by tyranny these many years 40 
Wasted our country, slain our citizens. 
And sent our sons and husbands captivate. 

Tal. Ha. ha, ha ! 

Count. Laughest thou, wretch ? Thy 
mirth shall turn to moan. a4 

Tal. 1 laugh to see your ladyship so fond 
To think Lnai; you have aught but Talbot’s 
shadow 

Whereon to practise your severity. 

Count. Why, art not thou the man ? 

Tal, I am indeed. 

Coun!. Then have I substance too. 49 

lal. No, no, 1 am but shadow ot myscii. 
You are deceiv’d, my substance is not 
here ; 

For what you see is but the smallest part 
And least proportion of humanity, 

I tell you, madam, were the whole frame 
here. 

It is of such a spacious lofty pitch J5 

Yv^ur fool were not sufficient to contain’t. 

Count. This is a riddling merchant lor the 
nonce; 

He will be here, and yet he is not here. 
How can these contrarieties agree ? 

Tal. That will 1 show you presently. 60 

Winds his horn ; drums strike up ; a peal 
0} ordnance. Enter Soldiers. 

How say you, madam ? Are you now 
persuaded 

That Talbot is but shadow of himself ? 
Tnese are his substance, sinews, arms, and 
strength, 

With which he yoketh your rebellious necks. 
Ilazeth your cities, and subverts your 
towns, 65 

And in a moment makes them desolate. 

Count. Victorious Talbot i pardon my 
abuse. 

1 find thou art no less than fame hath 
bruited. 

And more than may be gathered by thy 
shape. 

Let my presumption not provoke thy 
wrath, 7f> 

For 1 am sorry that with reverence 
I did not entertain thee as thou art. 

Tal, Be not dismay’d, fair lady; nor 
misconster 

The mind of Talbot as you did mistake 
The outw'ard composition of his body. 75 
What you have done hath not offended me* 
Nor other satiSi'action do I crave 
But only, with your patience, that we may 
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Taste of your wine and see what cates you 
have. 

For soldiers’ stomachs always serve them 
well. 

Count, With all my heart, and think me 
honoured 

To feast so great a warrior in my house. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV, London. The Temple garden. 

Enter the Earls of Somerset, Suffolk. 
and Warwick ; Richard Plantagenet, 
Vernon, and another Lawyer. 

Plan. Great lords and gentlemen, what 
means tliis silence ^ 

Dare no man answer in a case of truth ? 
Suf. Within the Temple Hall we were too 
loud ; 

The garden here is more convenient. 

Plan. Then say at once if 1 maintain’d 
the truth ; s 

Or else was wrangling Somerset in th’ error? 
Suf. Faith, I have been a truant in the 
law 

And never yet could frame my will to it; 
And therefore frame the law unto my will. 
Sum. Judge you, my Lord of Warwick, 
then, between us. lo 

War. Between two hawks, which flics the 
higher pitch ; 

Between two dogs, which hath the deeper 
mouth ; 

IBetween two blades, which bears the better 
temper ; 

Between two horses, which doth bear him 
best; 

Between two girls, which hath the merriest 
eye— 15 

1 have perhaps some shallow spirit of 
judgment; 

But In these nice sharp quillets of the law'. 
Good faith, 1 am no wiser than a daw. 
Plan. Tut, tut, here is a mannerly 
forbearance: 

The truth appears so naked on ray side 20 
That any purblind eye may find it out. 
Som. And on my side it is so w'ell 
apparell’d, 

So clear, so shining, and so evident. 

That it will glimmer through a blind man’s 
eye. 

Plan. Since you arc tongue-tied and so 
loath to speak, 25 

1 q dumb significants proclaim your 
thoughts. 

Let him that is a true-born gentleman 
And stands upon the honour of his birth. 

If he suppose that 1 have pleaded truth, 
From off this brier pluck a white rose with 
me. 30 

Som. Let him that is no coward nor no 
flatterer, 

But dare maintain the party of the truth, 
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PlucK a red rose from off this thorn with 
me. 

War. I love no colours ; and, without all 
colour 

Of base insinuating flattery, 35 

1 pluck this white rose with Plantagcnet. 

Suf. I pluck this red rose with young 
Somerset, 

And say withal I think he held the right. 

Ver. Stay, lords and gentlemen, and 
pluck no more 30 

rill you conclude that he upon whose side 
The fewest roses are cropp'd from the 
tree 

Shall yield the other in the right opinion. 

Som. Good Master Vernon, it is well 
objected ; 

If I have tewest, I subscribe in silence. 

Plan. And I. 45 

Ver. Then, for the truth and plainness of 
the case, 

I pluck this pale and maiden blossom here. 
Giving my verdict on the white rose side. 

Som. Prick not your linger as you pluck 
it off, 

Lest, bleeding, you do paint the white rose 
red, 5«> 

And fall on my side so, against your will. 

Ver. If I, my lord, for my opinion bleed. 
Opinion shall be surgeon to my hurt 
And keep me on the side where still I arn. 

Som. VT'll, well, come on ; who else ? 55 

Law. [To Somersefl Unless my study and 
my books be false, 

The argument you held was wrong in you ; 
In sign whereof I pluck a white rose too. 

Plan. Now, Somerset, where is your 
argument ? 

Som. Here in my scabbard, meditating 
that 60 

Shall dye your white rose in a bloody red. 

Plan. Meantime your cheeks do counter- 
lei t our roses ; 

For pale they look with fear, as witnessing 
The tnith on our side. 

Som. No, Plantagenct, 

’Tis not for fear but anger that thy cheeks 
Blush for pure shame to counterfeit our 
roses, 66 

And yet thy tongue will not confess thy 
error. 

Plan. Hath not thy rose a canker, 
Somerset ? 

Som. Hath not thy rose a thorn, Planta- 
genet ? 

Plan. Ay, sharp and piercing, to main¬ 
tain his truth ; 70 

Whiles thy consuming canker cats his 
falsehood, 

Som. Well, I'll find friends to wear my 
bleeding roses. 

That shall maintain what I have said is 
true, 

Where false Plantagenet dare not be seen. 



Scene 4 ] KING 

Plan. Now, by tliis maiden blossom in my 
hand, 75 

I scorn thee and thy fashion, peevish boy* 

Suf. 'Furn not thy scorns this way 
PlantaRcnet. 

Plan. Proud Pole, I will, and scorn both 
him and thee. 

Suf. I'll turn my part thereof into thy 
throat. 

Som. Away, away, good William de la 
Pole ! Kr. 

We grace the yeoman by conversing with 
him. 

War. Now, by God’s wiU, thou wrong's! 
him, Somerset ; 

His grandfather was Lionel Duke of 
Clarence, 

Tliird son to the third Edward, King of 
England. 

Spring crestiess yeomen from so deep a 
root ? 

Plan. He bears him on the place’s 
privilege. 

Or durst not for his craven heart sav tJius. 

Som. By Him that made me. I'll maintain 
my words 

On any plot of ground in Christendom. 
Was not thy tatlier, Richard Earl of 
Cambridge, </' 

For treason executed in our late king’s 
days ? 

And by Ills treason stand'st not thou 
attainted. 

Corrupted, and exempt from ancient 
gentry ? 

His trespass yet lives guilty in thy blood ; 
And till thou be restor'd thou art a veoman. 

Plan. My father was attached, not 
attainted; ‘.<' 

Condemn'd to die for treason, but no 
traitor ; 

And that I’ll prove on better men than 
Sv>mcrsct, 

Were growing time once ripened to my will. 
For your partaker Pole, and you yourself, 
ril note you in my book of memory 101 
lo scourge you for this apprehension. 

Look to it well, and say you are well 
warn’d. 

Som. Ay, thou shalt find us ready for 
thee still; 

And know us by these colours for thy foes— 
For these my friends in spite of thee shall 
wear. 

Plan. And, by my soul, this pale and 
angry rose, 

As cognirance of my blood-drinking hate. 
Will 1 for ever, and my faction, wear, 

Until it wither with me to my grave, no 
Or flourish to the height of my degree. 

Suf. Go forward, and be click’d with thy 
ambition! 

And so farewell until I meet thee next. 

[Exit. 
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Som. Have with thee, Pole. Farewell, 
ambitious Richard. [ExiL 

Plan. Hoav I am brav'd, and must per¬ 
force endure it! 1x5 

War. Ihis blot that they object against 
your house 

Shall be wip’d out in the next Parliament, 
Call’d for the truce of Winchester and 
Gloucester; 

And if thou be not then created York, 

I will not live to be accounted Warwick. lao 
Meantime, in signal of my love to thee, 
Against proud Somerset and William Pole, 
Will I upon thy party wear this rose; 

And iiere I prophesy : this brawl to-day. 
Grown to this faction in the Tcmp)le 
Garden. 125 

Shall send between the Red Rose and the 
White 

A thousand souls to death and deadly 
night. 

Plan. Good Master Vernon, I am bound 
to you 

That you on my behalf would pluck a 
flower. 

Ver. In your behalf still will I wear the 
same. 130 

Law. And so will I. 

Plan. Thanks, gentle sir. 

Come. let us four to dinner. I dare say 
This quarrel will drink blood another day* 

{Exeunt, 

Scene V. The Tower of London. 

Enter Moktimer, hrott^lU in a chair, and 
Gaolers. 

Mor. Kind keepers of my weak decaying 
age, 

Let dying Mortimer here rest himself. 

Even like a man new' haled from the rack. 
So fare my limbs with long impiisonnient; 
And these grey locks, the pursuivants of 
death, 5 

Nestor-like aged in an age of care. 

Argue the end of Edmund Mortimer. 

Ihese eyes, like lamps whose wasting oil is 
spent, 

Wax dim, as drawing to their exigent; 
Weak shoulders, overborne with burdening 
grief, 10 

And pithless arms, like to a withered vine 
That droops his sapless branches to the 
ground. 

Yet arc these feet, whose strengthless stay 
is numb, 

Unable to support this lump of clay. 
Swift-winged with desire to get a grave, 15 
As witting I no other comfort have. 

But tell me, keeper, will my nephew come ? 

1 Keep. Richard Plantagcnet, my lord, 
will come. 

We sent unto the Temple, unto his 
chamber; 19 
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And answer was return'd that he will come. 

Mor. Enough; my soul shall then be 
satisfied. 

Poor gentleman! his wrong doth equal 
mine. 

Since Henry Monmouth first began to 
reign, 

Before whose glory I was great in arms, 
This loathsome sequestration have 1 had ; 
And even since then hath Richard been 
obscur'd, 26 

Depriv'd of honour and inheritance. 

But now the arbitrator of despairs, 

Just Death, kind umpire of men’s miseries, 
With sweet enlargement doth dismiss me 
hence. 30 

I would his troubles likewise were expir'd, 
That so he might recover what was lost. 

Enter Richard Plantacenet. 

1 Keep, My lord, your loving nephew now 
is come. 

Mor. Richard Plantagenet, my friend, is 
he come ? 34 

Plan, Ay, noble uncle, thus ignobly us'd. 
Your nephew, late despised Richard, comes. 

Mor. Direct mine arms I may embrace 
his neck 

And in his bosom spend my latter gasp. 

O, tell me when my lips do touch his cheeks, 
That I may kindly give one fainting kiss. 40 
And now declare, sweet stem from York’s 
great stock. 

Why didst thou say of late thou wert 
despis'd ? 

Plan, First, lean thine aged back against 
mine arm ; 

And, in that ease. I'll tell thee my disease. 
This day, in argument upon a case, 43 
Some words there grew 'twixt Somerset and 
me; 

Among which terms he us'd his lavish 
tonjne 

And did uporai J me with my father's death; 
Which obloquy set bars before my tongue. 
Else with the like I had requited him. 50 
Therefore, good uncle, for rny father's sake. 
In honour of a true Plantagenet, 

And for alliance sake, declare the cause 
My father, Earl of Cambridge, lost his head. 

Mor. That cause, fair nephew, that im¬ 
prison’d me 55 

And hath detain'd me all my fiow'ring 
youth 

Within a loathsome dungeon, there to pine. 
Was cursed instrument of his decease. 

Plan, Discover more at large what cause 
that was. 

For I am ignorant and cannot guess, 60 

Mor. I will, if that my fading breath 
permit 

And death approach not ere my tale be 
done. 

Henry the Fourth, grandfather to this king, 
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Depos'd his nephew Richard, Edward's son. 
The first-begotten and the lawful heir 65 
Of Edward king, the third of that descent; 
During whose reign the Percies of the 
north. 

Finding his usurpation most unjust. 
Endeavour'd my advancement to the 
throne. 

The reason mov'd these warlike lords to 
this 70 

Was, for that—young Richard thus 
remov'd. 

Leaving no heir begotten of his body— 

I was the next by birth and parentage; 
For by my mother 1 derived am 
From Lionel Duke of Clarence, third son 75 
To King Edward the Third ; whereas he 
From John of Gaunt doth bring his pedi¬ 
gree. 

Being but fourth of that heroic line. 

Bat mark; as in this haughty great 
attempt 

They laboured to plant the rightful heir, 80 
I lost my liberty, and they their lives. 

Long after this, when Henry the Fifth, 
Succeeding his father Bolingbroke, did 
reign, 

Thy father, Earl of Cambridge, then 
deriv’d 

From fiimous Edmund Langley, Duke of 
York, 85 

Marrying my sister, that thy mother was, 
Again, in pity of my hard distress, 

Levied an army, weening to redeem 
And have install’d me in the diadem ; 

But, as the rest, so fell that noble earl, 90 
And was beheaded, lluis the Mortimers, 
In whom the title rested, were suppress’d. 

Plan, Of w'hich, my lord, your honour is 
the last. 

Mor, True; and thou seest that I no 
issue have. 

And that my fainting words do warrant 
death. 95 

Thou art my heir; the rest I wish thee 
gather; 

But yet be wary in thy studious care. 

Plan, Thy grave admonishments prevail 
with me. 

But yet methinks my father's execution 
Was nothing less than bloody tyranny, joo 

Mor. With silence, nephew, be thou 
politic; 

Strong fixed is the house of Lancaster 
And like a mountain not to be remov'd. 
But now thy uncle is removing hence. 

As princes do their courts when they are 
cloy'd 105 

With long continuance in a settled place. 

Plan, O uncle, would some part of my 
young years 

Might but redeem the passage of your age ! 

Mor. Thou dost then wrong me, as that 
slaughterer doth 
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Scene 5] 

Which giveth many wounds when one will 
kill. no 

Mourn not, except thou sorrow for my good; 
Only give order for my funeral. 

And so, farewell; and fair he all thy hopes. 
And prosperous be thy life in peace and 
war I [Dies. 

P!an. And peace, no war, befall thy 
parting svml! 113 

In prison hast thou spent a pilgrimage. 
And like a hermit overpass'd thy days. 
Well, I will lock his counsel in my breast; 
And what I do imagine. let that rest, n > 
Ko.‘pers, convey Iiim hence; and 1 myself 
Will see his burial better than his life. 

[lixeMiU Ga.ileys, bearin*^ out ike 
boJy of Mortimer. 

Here dies the dusky torch of Mortimer, 
Chok’d with amhition of the meaner sort; 
And for those wrongs, those bitter injuries. 
Which Somerset hath o:Ter'd to my house, 
I doubt not but with honour to redress ; 
And therefore haste 1 to the Parliament, 
Hither to be restored to my blood, 12s 
Or make my ill th’ advantage of my good. 

[BxiL 

ACT THREE 

ScKNE T. London. The Parliament House. 

Flourish. Enter the King, Exhteu, 
Gloucester, W'arwtck, Somerset, and 
Sui-roLK ; the Bishop of Winchester, 
Kichard Planta(;hnet. and Others. 
iiloucesLer offers to pul up a bill; Win¬ 
chester snatches it, and tears it. 

Win. Com'st thou with deep premedi¬ 
tated lines, 

With written pamphlets studiously devis’d? 
Humphrey of Gloucester, if thou canst 
accuse 

Or aught intend'st to lay unto my charge. 
Do it without invention, suddenly ; 5 

As I with sudden and extcmporal speech 
Purpose to answer what thou canst object. 
G/o. Presumptuous priest, this place com¬ 
mands my patience, 

Or thou shouldst find thou hast dishonour’d 
me. 9 

Think not, although in writing I preferr’d 
The manner of thy vile outrageous crimes, 
'I'hat therefore I have forg’d, or am not able 
Verbatim to rehearse the method of my 
pen. 

No, prelate ; such is thy audacious wicked¬ 
ness, 

Thy lewd, pestiferous, and dissentious 

pranks, 15 

As very infants prattle of thy pride. 

Thou art a most pernicious usurer; 
Froward by nature, enemy to peace; 
Lascivious, wanton, more than well 
beseems 

A man of tliy profession and degree ; 20 


And for thy treachery, what’s more 
manifest-— 

In that thou laid’st a trap to take my life. 
As well at London Bridge as at the Tower ? 
Beside, I fear me, if thy thoughts were 
sifted, 

The King, thy sovereign, is not quite 
exempt 25 

From envious malice of thy swelling heart. 
Will. Gloucester, I do defy thee. Lords, 
vouchsafe 

i'o give me hearing what I shall reply. 

If 1 were covetous, ambitious, or perverse, 
As he will have me, how am I so poor? 30 
Or how haps it 1 seek not to advance 
Or raise myself, but keet> my wonted 
calling ? 

And for dissension, who preferreth peace 
More than 1 do, except 1 be provok’d ? 

No, my good lords, it is not that oflends ; 35 
It is not that that hath incens'd the Duke : 
It is because no one should sv\ay hut he ; 
No one but be should be about the King; 
And that engenders thunder in his breast 
And makes him roar these accusations 
forth. 40 

But he shall know I am as good— 

G/o. As good ! 

Thou bastard of my grandfather I 

Win. Ay, lordly sir; for what are you, 
I pray. 

But one imperious in another's throne ? 
Glo. Am 1 not Protector, saucy priest ? 45 
Win. And am not I a prelate of the 
church ? 

Glo. Yes, as an outlaw' in a castle keeps, 
And useth it to patronage his theft. 

Win. Unreverent Gloucester! 

G/o. Thou art reverend 

Touching thy spiritual function, not thy 
life. 50 

Win. Rome shall remedy this. 

War. Roi,rn thither then. 

Som. My lord, it were your duty to 
forbear. 

War. Ay, see the bishop be not overborne. 
Som. Methinks my lord should be 
religious, 

And know the ofticc that belongs to such. 55 
War. Methinks his lordship should be 
humbler; 

It fittctli not a prelate so to plead. 

Som. Yes, when his holy state is touch’d 
so near. 

War. State holy or iinhallow'd, what of 
that ? 

Is not his Grace Protector to the King ? 60 
Plan. [Aside] Plantagenet, I see, must 
hold his tongue. 

Lest it be said ‘ Speak, sirrah, when you 
should; 

Must your bold verdict enter talk with 
lords ? ’ 

Else would I have a fling at Winchester. 
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King, Uncles of Gloucester and of Win¬ 
chester, 65 

The special watchmen of our English weal, 
I would prevail, if prayers might prevail, 
To join your hearts in love and amity. 

O, what a scandal is it to our crown 60 
That two such noble peers as ye should jar ! 
Belicv^e me, lords, my tender years can tell 
Civil dissension is a viperous worm 
That gnaws the bowels of the common¬ 
wealth. 

[A noise within : Down 
with the tawny coats. 
What tumult’s this ? 

V^'ar. An uproar, I dare warrant. 

Begun through malice of the Bishop’s men. 
[A noise again: Stones! Stones ! 

Enier the Mayor of London, attended. 

May. O, my good lords, and virtuous 
Henry, 7f» 

Pity the city of London, pity us ! 

The Bishop and the Duke of Gloucester’s 
men, 

Forbidden late to carry any weapon, 

H!ive fill’d their pockets full of pebble 
stones ho 

And, banding tiiemsclves in contrary parts, 
Do pelt so fast at one another’s pate 
That many have their giddy brains knock’d 
out. 

Our windows are broke down in every 
street, 

And we for fear compell’d to shut our 
shops. 

Enter in skirmish, the Retainers of Gloucester 
and Winchester, with bloody pates. 

King. We charge you, on allegiance to 
ourself, 

To hold your slaught’ring hands and keep 
the peace. 

Pray, uncle Gloucester, mitigate this strife. 

1 Serv. Nay, if we be forbidden stones, 

we’ll fall to it with our teeth. 90 

2 Serv. Do what ye dare, we are as 

resolute. [Skirmish again. 

Glo. You of my household, leave this 
peevish broil. 

And set this unaccustom’d fight aside. 

3 Serv. My lord, we know your Grace to 

be a man 94 

Just and upright, and for your royal birth 
Inferior to none but to his Majesty ; 

And ere that we will suffer such a prince. 
So kind a father of the commonweal. 

To be disgraced by an inkhorn mate, 0) 
We and our wives and children all will fight 
And have our bodies slaught’rcd by thy foes. 
1 Serv. Ay, and the very parings of our 
nails 

Shall pitch a field when we are dead, 

[Begin again. 

Glo. Stay, stay, 1 say I 


And if you love me, as you say you do. 

Let me persuade you to forbear awhile. 105 

King. O, how this discord doth afflict my 
soul! 

Can you, my Lord of Winchester, behold 
My sighs and tears and will not once relent? 
Who should be pitiful, if you be not ? 

Or who should study to prefer a peace, no 
If holy churchmen take delight in broils ? 

War. Yield, my Lord Protector; yield, 
Winchester; 

Except you mean with obstinate repulse 
To slay your sovereign and destroy the 
realm. 

You see what mischief, and what murder 
too, 115 

Hath been enacted through your enmity ; 
Then be at peace, except ye thirst for blood. 

Win. He shall submit, or I will never 
yield. 

Glo. Compassion on the King commands 
me stoop, 11) 

Or I would see his heart out ere the priest 
Should ever get that privilege of me. 

War. Behold, my Lord of Winchester, the 
Duke 

Hath banish’d moody discontented fury, 

As by his smoothed l)rows it doth appear; 
Why look you still so stern and tragical ? 1.5 

Glo. Here, Winchester, I offer thee my 
hand. 

King. Me, uncle Beaufort! 1 ha\ e heard 
you preach 

Tfiat malice was a great and grievous sin ; 
And will not you maintain the thing you 
teach, 1J9 

But prove a chief offender in the same ? 

War. Sweet King! The Bishop hath a 
kindly gird. 

For shame, my l.ord of Winchester, relent; 
What, shall a child instruct you what to do? 

Win. Well, Duke of Gloucester, I will 
yield to thee ; 134 

Love for thy love and hand for hand I give. 

Glo. [Aside] Ay, but, I fear me, with a 
hollow heart.— 

See here, my friends and loving country¬ 
men ; 

This token serveth for a flag of truce 
Betwixt ourselves and all our followers. 

So help me God, as 1 dissemble not! 140 

Win. [Aside] So help me God, as I intend 
it not! 

King. O loving uncle, kind Duke of 
Gloucester, 

How joyful am 1 made by this contract 1 
Away, my masters ! trouble us no more ; 
But join in friendship, as your lords have 
done. X45 

1 Serv. Content: I'll to the surgeon’s. 

2 Serv. And so will I. 

3 Serv. And I will see what physic the 

tavern affords. 

[Exeunt Servants, Mayor, &c. 
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War. Accept this scroll, most gracious 
sovcreiga; kd 

Which in the right of Richard Plantagenet 
We do exhihit to your Majesty. 

G/o. Well urg'd, my Lord of Warwick ; 
for, sweet prince, 

An if your Grace mark every circumstance, 
You have great reason to do Richard right ; 
Rspeciaify for those occasions 155 

At liltham Place I told your Majesty. 
King. And those occasions, uncle, were of 
force ; 

Therefore, iny loving lords, our pleasure is 
That Richard be restored to his blood. 
W'ar. Let Richard be restored to his 
blOv>d; 160 

So shall his father’s wrongs be recompens'd. 
Win. As will the rest, so willeth Win¬ 
chester. 

King. If Richard will be true, not that 
alone 

But all the whole inheritance I give 164 

That doth belong unto the house of York, 
From whence you spring by lineal descent. 
Plan. Ihy humble servant vows obedi¬ 
ence 

And humble service till the point of death. 
King. Stoop then and sSet your knee 
agaitist my toot; 

And in reguerdon of that duty done iyc. 
1 girt thee with the valiant sword of York. 
Rise, Richard, like a true Plantagenet, 
And rise created princely Duke of York. 
Plan. And so thrive Richard as thy toes 
may fall! 

And as my duty springs, so perish they 17s 
That grudge one thought against your 
Majesty ! 

Alt. Welcome, high Prince, the mighty 
Duke of York ! 

Sam. 1 AsideJ Perish, base Prince, ignoble 
Duke of York ! 

Glo. Now will it best avail your Majesty 
To cross the seas and to be crown’d in 
France: i5>o 

The presence of a king engenders love 
Amongst his subjects and his loyal friends. 
As it disanimates his enemies. 

King. When Gloucester says the word, 
King Henry goes ; 

For friendly counsel cuts off many foes, iss 
Glo. Your ships alr^^ady are in readiness. 
[Sennef. Plourish. Exeunt all but 
Exeter. 

Exe. Ay, we may march in England or in 
France, 

Not seeing what is likely to ensue. 

Thi > late dissension grown betwixt the peers 
Burns under feigned ashes of forg'd love j o 
A nd will at last break out into a flame ; 

As fest'red members rot but by degree 
Till bones and flesh and sinews fall away, 
So will this base and envious discord breed. 
And now I fear that fatal prophecy lys 


vviiich in the time of Henry nani’d the 
Fifth 

Was in the mouth of every sucking babe: 
t hat Henry born at Monmouth should win 
all, 198 

And Henry born at Windsor should lose all. 
Which is so plain that Exeter doth wish 
His days may finish ere that hapless time. 

[Lxh. 

Scene II. France. Before Rouen. 

Enter La Pucelle disguised, with four 

Soldiers dressed like Ccinurymen, with 

sacks upon their hacks. 

Puc. These are the city gates, the gates 
of Rouen, 

Ihrough which our policy must make a 
breach. 

lake heed, be wary how you place your 
words ; 

Talk like the vulgar sort of market-men 
lhat come to gather money for their corn. 5 
Ir we have enirance, as I hope we irhail. 
And that we find the slothful watch but 
weak, 

I’ll by a sign give notice to our friends, 
I'hat Charles the Dauphin may encounter 
them. 

J Sold. Our sacks shall he a mean to sack 
the city, 10 

And we be lords and rulers over Rouen ; 
Iherefore we’ll knock. (Knocks. 

Wakh. IVV ifliin] Qui cst lA ? 

J*uc. Paysans, paiivres gens de France— 
Poor market-folks that come to sell their 
corn. 15 

Watch. Enter, go in ; the market-bell is 
rung. 

Puc. Now, Rouen, I’ll shake thy bul¬ 
warks to the ground. 

I La Pucelle, &c., enter the tcun. 

Enter Chaiu.es, Bastard, Alen^on, 
Rekjnier, and Forces. 

Char. Saint Denis bless this happy 
stratagem ! 

And once again we’ll sleep secure in Rouen. 

Bast. Here ent’red Pucelle and her 
praclisants; 20 

Now she is there, how will she specify 
Here is the best and safest passage in ? 

Alen. By thrusting out a torch from 
yonder tow^er; 

Which once discern’d shows that her 
meaning is— 

No way to that, for weakness, which she 
ent’red, 25 

Enter La Pucelle, on the top, thrusting out 
a torch burning. 

Puc. Behold, this is the happy wedding 
torch 

That joineth Rouen unto her countrymen. 
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But burning fatal to the Talbolites. [BxiL 
Bast, See, noble Charles, the beacon of 
our friend; 29 

The burning torch in yonder turret stands. 
Char, Now shine it like a comet of 
revenge, 

A prophet to the fall of all our foes I 
Akn. Defer no time, delays have 
dangerous ends; 

Enter, and cry ‘ The Dauphin !' presently. 
And then do e.vccutioii on the watch. 35 
lAiarum. Exeunt, 

An alarum. Enter Talbot in an excursion, 

Tal, France, thou shalt rue this treason 
with thy tears. 

If Talbot but survive thy treachery. 
Pucclle, that witch, that damned sorceress. 
Hath wrought tliis hellish mischief un- 
aw'ares, 39 

That hardly we escap’d the pride of France. 

[Exit. 

An alarum ; excursions, Bedford hrout>ht 
in sick in a chair. Enter Talbot and 
Burgundy without; within, La Pucelle, 
Charles, Bastard, Alen^jn, and 
Reign lER, on the walls, 

Puc, Good morrow, gallants ! Want ye 
corn for bread ? 

I think the Duke of Burgundy will fast 
Before he’ll buy again at such a rate. 
'Twas full of darnel—do you like the taste ? 
Bur. Scofl on, vile fiend and shameless 
courtezan. 4'. 

I trust ere long to choke thee with thine 
own, 

And make thee curse the harvest of that 
corn. 

Char. Your Grace may starve, perhaps, 
before that time. 

Bed. O, let no words, but deeds, revenge 
this treason I 

Puc. What will you do, good grey-beard ? 
Break a lance, 50 

And run a tilt at death within a chair ? 
Tal. Foul fiend of France and hag of all 
despite. 

Encompass'd with thy lustful paramours. 
Becomes it thee to taunt his valiant age 54 
And twit with cowardice a man half dead ? 
Damsel, I’ll have a bcut with yon again. 
Or else let Talbot perish with this shame. 
Pmc. Are ye so hot, sir ? Yet, Pucelle, 
hold thy i>eace; 

If Talbot do but thunder, rain will follow. 

[The English party whisper together 
in council. 

God speed the parliament! Who shall be 
the Speaker ? 6<> 

TaL Dare ye come forth and meet us in 
the field ? 

Puc, Belike your lordship takes us then 
for fools. 


To try if that our own be ours or no. 

Tal I speak not to that railing Hecate, 
But unto thee, Aler^on, and the rest. 65 
Will ye, like soldiers, come and fight it out ? 

Alen, Signior, no. 

Tal, Signior, hang! Base muleteers of 
France I 

Like peasant foot-boys do they keep the 
walls. 

And dare not take up arms like gentlemen, 

Puc. Away, captains ! Let's get us from 
the w’alls ; 71 

For Talbot means no goodness by his looks. 
»iod b’uy, my lord; w^e came but to tell 
you 

That we are here. fExeuuf from the walls, 

Tal. And there will we be too, ere it be 
long, 75 

Or else reproach be Talbot’s greatest fame ! 
Vow, Burgundy, by honour of thy house. 
Prick'd on by public wrongs sustain'd in 
France, 

Either to get the town again or die; 

And 1, as sure as English Henry lives 80 
And as his father here was conqueror, 

As sure as in this late-betrayed town 
tireat Coeur-dc-lion’s heart was buried— 
do sure 1 swear to get the low n or die. 

Bur. My vows are equal partners with 
thy vows. fcs 

Tal. But ere we go, regard this dying 
prince, 

'Hie valiant Duke of Bedford. Come, my 
lord. 

We will bestow you in some better place, 
Fitter for sickness and for crazy age. 

Bed. Lord Talbot, do not so dishonour 
me; ijo 

Here will I sit before the walls of Rouen, 
And will be partner of your weal or w ee. 

Bur. Courageous Bedford, let us ikwv 
persuade you. 

Bed. Not to be gone from hence; for 
once I read 

That stout Pendragon in his litter sick 95 
Came to the field, afid vanquished his foes. 
Methinks I should revive the soldiers' 
hearts, 

Because I ever found them as myself. 

Tal. Undaunted spirit in a dying breast! 
Then be it so. Heavens keep old Bedford 
safe! 100 

And now no more ado, brave Burgundy, 
But gather ive our forces out of hand 
And set upon our boasting enemy. 

[Exeunt against the town all but 
Bedford and attendants. 

An alarum ; excursions. Enter Sir John 
Fastolfe, and a Captain. 

Cap, Whither away, Sir John Fastolfe, in 
such haste ? 

Fast. Whither away ? To save myself by 
flight; J05 
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Scene 2] 

We arc ilae to have the overthrow again. 

Cap. What 1 Will you fly, and leave Lord 
Talbot ? 

Fast. Ay, 

All the Talbots in the world, to save my 
life. [Exit. 

Cap. Cowardly knight! ill fortune follow 
thee ! {Exit into the town. 

Retreat; excursions. La Pucelle, Alen- 
goN, and Charles fly. 

Bed. Now, quiet soul, depart when 
heaven please, no 

For 1 have seen our enemies’ overthrow. 
What is the trust or strength of foolish 
man ? 

They that of late were daring with their 
scoifs 

Are glad and fain by flight to save them¬ 
selves. 

[Bedford dies and is carried in by 
two in his chair. 

An alarum. Re-enter Taldot, Burgundy, 
and the Rest. 

Tal. Lost and recovered in a day again ! 
This is a double honour. Burgundy. xio 
Yet heavens have glory lor this victory i 

Bur. Warlike and martial Talbot, Bur¬ 
gundy 

Enshrines thee in his heart, and there erects 
Thy noble deeds as valour’s monuments. 

Tal. Thanks, gentle Duke. But where is 
Pucelle now ? 

1 think her old tamiliar is asleep. 

Now where’s the Bastard’s braves, and 
Charles his gleeks / 

What, all amort ? Rouen hangs her head 
for grief 

That such a valiant company are fled. 125 
Now will we take some order in the town. 
Placing therein some expert officers ; 

And then depart to Paris to the King, 

For there young Hci r/ witli his nobles lie. 

Bur. What wills Lord Talbot pleaseth 
Burgundy. 13* 

Tal. But yet, before we go, let’s not forget 
The noble Duke of Bedford, late deceas’d. 
But see his exequies fulfill’d in Rouen. 

A braver soldier never couched lance, 

A gentler heart did never sway in court; 135 
But kings and mightiest potentates must 
die, 

For that’s the end of human misery. 

[Exeuiif. 

Scene III. The plains near Rotten. 

Enter Charles, the Bastard, Alen^on, 
La Pucelle, and Forces. 

Puc. Dismay not, Princes, at this 
accident, 

Nor grieve that Rouen is so recovered. 
Care is no cure, but rather corrosive. 


For things that are not to be remedied. 

Let frantic Talbot triumph for a while 5 

And like a peacock sweep along his tail; 

We’ll pull his plumes and take away his 
train. 

If Dauphin and the rest will be but rul'd. 
Char. We have been guided by thee 
hitherto, 

And of thy cunning had no diffidence ; 10 

One sudden foil shall never breed distrust. 
Bast. Search out thy w’it for secret 
policies, 

And we will make thee famous through the 
world. 

Aien. Wc’lJ set thy statue in some holy 
place, 

And have thee reverenc’d like a blessed 
saint. X5 

Employ Ihcc, then, sweet virgin, for our 
good. 

Puc. i hen thus it must be; this doth 
Joan devise: 

By fair persuasions, mix’d with sug’red 
words, 

We will entice the Duke of Burgundy 

To leave the Talbot and to follow us. 20 
Char. Ay, marry, sweeting, if we could do 
that, 

France were no place for Henry’s warriors ; 

Nor should that nation boast it so with 
us. 

But be extirped from our provinces. 

Aten. For ever should they be expuls’d 
from France, 23 

And not have title of an earldom here. 
Puc. Your honours shall perceive how I 
will work 

To bring this matter to the wished end. 

[Drum sounds afar off. 

Hark! by the sound of drum you may 
perceive 

Their powers are marching unto Paris- 
ward. 30 

Here sound an Enfilish march. Enter, and 
pass over at a distance, Taldot and his 
Forces, 

rhere goes the Talbot, with his colours 
spread, 

And all the troops of English after him. 

French march. Enter the Duke of 
Burgundy and his Forces. 

Now in the rearw^ard comes the Duke and 
his. 

Fortune in favour makes him lag behind. 

Summon a parley ; we will talk with him. 

[Trumpets sound a parley. 
Char. A parley with the Duke of Bur¬ 
gundy ! 30 

Bur. Who craves a parley with the 
Burgundy ? 

Puc. The princely Charles of France, thy 
countryman. 
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Bur. What say*st thou, Charles ? tor I am 
marching hence. 

Char, Speak, Pucelle, and enchant him 
with thy words. 40 

Puc. Brave Burgundy, undoubted hope 
of France 1 

Stay, let thy humble handmaid speak to 
thee. 

Bur, Speak on ; but be not over-tedious. 

Puc. Look on thy country, look on fertile 
France. 

And see the cities and the towns defac’d 45 
By wasting ruin of the cruel foe; 

As looks the mother on her lowly babe 
When death doth close his tender dying 
eyes, 

Sec, see the pining malady of France ; 
Behold the wounds, the most unnatural 
wounds, 50 

Which thou thyself hast given her woeful 
breast. 

O, turn thy edged sword another way; 
Strike those that hurt, and hurt not those 
that Jielp \ 

One drop of blood drawn from thy country’s 
bosom 

Should grieve thee more than streams of 
foreign gore. 55 

Return thee therefore with a flood of tears, 
And wash away thy country’s stained 
spots. 

Bur, Either she hath bewitch’d me with 
her words. 

Or nature makes me suddenly relent. 

Put, Besides, all French and France 
exclaims on thee, 60 

Doubting thy birth and lawful progeny. 
Who join ’St thou with but with a lordly 
nation 

That will not trust thee but for profit's 
sake ? 

When Talbot hath set footing once in 
France, 

And fashion'd thee that instrument of ill, 6s 
Who then but English Henry will be lord. 
And thou be thrust out like a fugitive ? 
Call we to mind—and mark but this for 
proof; 

Was not the Duke of Orleans thy foe ? 
And was he not in England prisoner ? 70 

But when they heard he was thine enemy 
They set him free without his ransom paid, 
In spite of Burgundy and all his friends. 
See then, thou fight’st against thy country¬ 
men, 

And join’st with them will be thy slaughter¬ 
men. 75 

Come, come, return ; return, thou wander¬ 
ing lord ; 

Charles and the rest will take thee in their 
arms. 

Bur, I am vanquished; these haughty 
words of hers 

Have batt’red me like roaring cannon-shot 
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And made me almost yield upon my Knees. 
Forgive me, country, and sweet country¬ 
men I SI 

And, lords, accept this hearty kind embrace. 
My forces and my power of men are yours ; 
So, farewell, Talbot; I’ll no longer trust 
thee. 

Puc, Done like a Frenchman—[Aside] 
turn and turn again. ss 

Char, Welcome, brave Duke! Thy friend¬ 
ship makes us fresh. 

Bast, And doth beget new courage in our 
breasts. 

Alen. Pucelle hath bravely play'd her 
part in this, 

And doth deserve a coronet of gold. 

Char. Now lei^^ us on, my lords, and join 
our powers, <^o 

And seek how we may prejudice the foe. 

[HxcMid. 

Scene IV. Paris. The palace. 

Enter the King, Ci oucester, Winchester, 

York, Suffolk, Somerset, Warwick, 

Exeter, Vernon, Basset, and Others. 

To them» with his Soldiers, Talbot. 

Tal, My gracious Prince, and honourable 
peers, 

Hearing of your arrival in this realm, 

I have awhile given truce unto my wars 
lo do my duty to my sovereign ; 

In sign whereof, this arm that hath 
reclaim'd 5 

To your obedience fifty fortresses, 

Twelve cities, and seven wailed towns of 
strength. 

Beside five hundred prisoners of esteem, 
Lets fall his sword before your Highness' 
feet, 

And with submissive loyalty of heart 10 
Ascribes the glory of his conquest got 
First to my God and next unto your Grace, 

[Kneels. 

King. Is this the Lord Talbot, uncle 
Gloucester, 

That hath so long been resident in France ? 

Olo. Yes, if it please your Majesty, my 
liege. 15 

King, Welcome, brave captain and 
victorious lord! 

When I was young, as yet I am not old, 

I do remember how my father said 
A stouter champion never handled sword. 
Long since wc were resolved of your truth, 
Your faithful service, and your toil in 
war ; 

Yet never have you tasted our reward, 22 
Or been reguerdon'd with so much as 
tlianks, 

Because till now wc never saw your face. 
Therefore stand up ; and for these good 
deserts 25 

Wc here create you Earl of Shrewsbury; 



KING HENRY THE SIXTH--PART ONE 


Scene 4] 

And in our coronation take your place* 

[Semid. FlourLsh. Exeunt all but 
Vernon and Basset. 

Vcr. Now, sir, to you, that were so hot 
at sea, 

Disgracing of these colours that I wear 
In honour of my noble Lord ot York— 3c. 
Dar’st thou maintain the former words 
thou spak’st ? 

Bas. Yes, sir; as well as you dare 
patronage 

The envious barking of your saucy tongue 
Against my lord the Duke of Somerset. 

Ver. Sirrah, thy lord 1 honour as lie is. 3=^ 

Bas. Why, what is he ? As good a man 
as York ! 

Ver. Hark ye ; not so. In witness take 
ye that. IS7n7ces him 

Bas. Vill iiti, thou knowest the law ol 
arms is such 

Tliat wliv^so draws a sword ‘tis present 
death, 

Or else this blow should broach thy dearest 
blood, 4^ 

But I'll unto his Majesty and crave 
1 may have liberty to venge this WTong ; 
When thou shair sec I’ll meet thee to thy 
cost. 

Ver. Well, miscreant. I'll be there as soor. 
as you ; 4 j 

Ynd, after, meet you sooner than you 
would. lExeiint. 

ACT FOUR 

SciiNK I. Paris. The palace. 

Enter the King, Gloucl;ster, Winchester, 

York, Suffolk, Somerset, Warwick, 

Talhot, iixt ihr, the Governor of 

Paris, and Ctluis. 

Glo. Lord Bisliop, set the crown upon his 
head. 

Will. God save King Hcnr>\ of that name 
the Sixth ! 

Glo. Now, Governor of Paris, take your 
oath— [Gorernor kneels. 

That you elect no other king but him. 
Esteem none friends but such as are his 
friends, 5 

And none your foes but such as shall 
pretend 

Malicious practices against his state. 

This shall ye do, so help you righteous 
God ! 

[Exeunt Governor and his Train. 
Enter Sir John Fastolfe, 

Fast. My gracious sovereign, as I rode 
from Calais, 

To haste unto your coronation, 10 

A letter was deliver'd to my hands. 

Writ to your Grace from th' Duke of 
Burgundy. 


Tat. Shame to the Duke ot Burgundy and 
thee! 

I vow'd, base knight, when 1 did meet thee 
next 

To tear the Garter from thy craven’s leg, 15 
[Plucking it off. 

Which I have done, because unworthily 
TIiOii wast installed in that high degree. 
Pardon me, princely Henry, and the rest: 
This dastard, at the battle ot Patay, 19 
When but in all 1 was six thousand strong. 
And that the French were almost ten to ere, 
Belore we met or that a stroke was given. 
Like to a trusty squire did run away ; 
in which assault we lost twelve hundred 
men ; 

Myself and divers gentlemen beside 25 
Were there siirpi i/d and taken prisoners, 
rhen judge, great lords, ii 1 have done amiss, 
Or whether that such cowards 014 h! to wear 
This ornament of knighthood—yea or no. 
Glo. To say the trutii, this fact was 
infamous 30 

And ill beseeming any common man, 

Much more a knight, a captain, and a 
leader. 

Tal. When first this order was ordain’d, 
my lords, 

Knights of the Garter were of noble birth. 
Valiant and virtuous, lull of haughty 
courage, 35 

Such as were grown to credit by the wars ; 
Not fearing death nor shrinking for distress. 
But always resolute in most extremes. 

He then that is not furnish’d in this sort 
Doth but usurp the sacred name ol knight. 
Profaning this most honourable order, 41 
And should, if I were worthy tc» be judge. 
Be quite degraded, like a hedge-born swaia 
That doth presume to boast of gentle bleed. 
King. Stain to thy countrymen, thou 
hcar'st thy doom. 45 

Be packing, therefore, thou that wast a 
knight ; 

Henceforth we banish thee on pain of death. 

[Exit Fastolfe. 

And now, my Lord Protector, view the 
letter 

Sent from our uncle Duke of Burgundy. 
Glo. IVieuing the superscription] What 
means his Grace, that he hath 
chang’d his style ? 50 

No more but plain and bluntly ‘ To the 
King ’ I 

Hath he forgot he is his sovereign ? 

Or doth this churlish superscription 
Pretend some alteration in good-will ? 
What’s here ? {Reads] ‘ 1 have, upon 
especial cause, 55 

Mov’d with compassion of my country’s 
wreck, 

Together with the pitiful complaints 
Of such as your oppression feeds upon, 
Forsaken your pernicious faction, 

6 <^ 
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And join’d with Charles, the rightful King 
of France.* 6o 

O monstrous treachery! Can this be so— 
That in alliance, amity, and oaths. 

There should be found such false dissemb¬ 
ling guile ? 

King, What! Doth my uncle Burgundy 
revolt ? 

Glo, He doth, my lord, and is become 
your foe. 63 

King. Is that the worst this letter doth 
contain 7 

Clo. It is the worst, and all, my lord, he 
writes. 

King. Why then Lord Talbot there shall 
talk with him 

And give him chastisement for this abuse. 
How say you, my lord, are you not content? 

Tal. Content, my liege ! Yes ; but that 1 
am prevented, 71 

I should have begg'd I might have been 
employ’d. 

King. Then gather strength and march 
unto him straight; 

Let him perceive how ill we brook his 
treason. 

And what offence it is to flout his friends. 73 

Tal. I go, my lord, in heart desiring still 
You may behold confusion of your foes. 

lExiV. 

Enter Vernon and Basset. 

Ver. Grant me the combat, gracious 
sovereign. 

Bas. And me, my lord, grant me the 
combat too. 

York. This is my servant: hear him, 
noble Prince. .'o 

Som. And this is mine : sweet Henry, 
favour him. 

King. Be patient, lords, and give them 
leave to speak. 

Say, gentlemen, what makes you thus 
exclaim. 

And wherefore crave you combat, or with 
whom ? 

Ver. With him, my lord; for he hath 
done me wrong. f.3 

Bas. And I with him ; for he hath done 
me w rong. 

King. What is tliat wrong whereof you 
both complain ? 

First let me know, and then I’ll answ'er you. 

Bas. Crossing the sea from England into 
France, 

This fellow here, with envious carping 
tongue, «/) 

Upbraided me about the rose 1 wear, 
Saying the sanguine colour of the leaves 
Did represent my master’s blushing cheeks 
When stubbornly he did repugn the truth 
About a certain question in the law 95 
Argu’d betwixt the Duke of York and him ; 
With other vile and ignominious terms — 


In confutation of wliich rude reproach 
And in defence of my lord’s wortliiness, 

I crave the benefit of law of arms. 100 

Ver. And that is my petition, noble lord ; 
For though he seem with forged quaint 
conceit 

To set a gloss upon his bold intent. 

Yet know, my lord, I was provok’d by him, 
And he first took exceptions at this badge, 
Pronouncing that the paleness of this flower 
Bewray’d the faintness of my master’s 
heart. 

York. Will not this malice, Somerset, be 
left ? 

Som. Your private grudge, my Lord of 
York, will out, kh) 

Though ne’er so cunningly you smother it. 

King. Good I.ord, what madness rules in 
brainsick men, 

W’hen for so slight and frivolous a cause 
Such factious emulations shall arise! 

Good cousins both, of York and Somerset, 
Uiiiet yourselves, I pray, and be at peace. 

York. Let this dissension first be tried by 
light, 

And then your Highness shall command a 
peace. 

Som. The quarrel toucheth none but us 
alone ; 

Betwdxt ourselves let us decide it then. 

York. There is my pledge; accept it, 
Somerset. i2<> 

Ver. Nay, let it rest where it began at 
first. 

Bas. Conlirrn it so, mine honourable lord. 

G/o. Confiriu it so ? Confounded be your 
strife ; 

And perish ye, with your audacious prate I 
Presumptuous vassals, are you not 
asham’d i-'5 

With this immodest clamorous outrage 
To trouble and disturb the King and us 7 
And you, my lords—methinks you do not 
well 

fo bear with their perverse ohjections. 
Much less to take occasion from their 
mcaiths 130 

i'o raise a mutiny betwixt yourselves. 

Let me persuade you take a better course. 

Exe. it grieves his Highness. Good my 
lords, be friends. 

King. Come hither, you that would be 
combatants: 

Henceforth I charge you, as you love our 
favour, 133 

Quite to forget this quarrel and the cause. 
And you, my lords, remember where wc are: 
In France, amongst a fickle wavering 
nation; 

If they perceive dissension in our looks 
.And that within ourselves w^e disagree, 140 
How will their grudging stomachs be pro¬ 
vok’d 

To wilful disobedience, and rebel 1 
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Scene 1] 

Beside, what infamy will there arise 
When foreign princes shall be certified 
That for a toy, a thing of no regard, 145 
King Henry’s peers and chief nobility 
Destroy’d themselves and lost the realm of 
France! 

O, think upon the conquest of my father, 
My tender years : and let us not forgo 
That for a trifle that was bought with 
blood! 150 

Let me be umpire in this doubtful strife. 

1 see no reason, if I w.'ar this rose, 

[Putting on a red rose. 
That any one should therefore be suspicious 
I more incline to Somerset than York: 
Botii arc my kinsmen, and 1 love them 
both, 15 s 

As well they may upbraid me with my 
crown, 

Because, forsooth, the King of Scots is 
crown’d. 

But your discretions better can persuade 
Than I am able to instruct or teach ; 15'j 

And, therefore, as wc hither came in peace, 
So let us still continue peace and love. 
Cousin of York, wc institute your Grace 
To be our Regent in these parts of France. 
And, good my Lord of Somerset, unite 
Your troop i of horsemen with his bands of 
foot; lOf, 

And like true subjects, sons of your pro¬ 
genitors. 

Go cheerfully together and digest 
Your angry clioler on your enemies. 
Ourself, my Lord Protector, and the rest. 
After some respite will return to Calais ; i7« 
From thence to England, where 1 hope ere 
long 

To be presented by your victories 
With Charles, Alcn^on, and that traitorous 
rout. 

[Flourish, Exeunt all but York, 
Warwick, Exeter, Vernon, 

War, My Lord of York, I promise you, 
the King 

Prettily, methonght, did play the orator. 
York. And so he did ; but yet 1 like it 
not, r;6 

In that he wears the badge of Somerset. 
War. Tush; that was but his fancy; blame 
him not; 

I dare presume, sweet prince, he thought 
no harm. 

York, An if 1 wist he did—but let it rest; 
Other affairs must now be managed. isr 

[Exeunt all but Exeter, 
Exe, Well didst thou, Richard, to 
suppress thy voice; 

For had the passions of thy heart burst out, 
I fear we should have seen decipher’d there 
More rancorous spite, more furious raging 
broils, iSs 

Than yet can be imagin’d or suppos’d. 

But howsoe’er, no simple man that sees 


This jarring discord of nobility, 

This shouldering of each other in the court, 
This factious bandying of their favourites. 
But that it doth presage some ill event, 
'lis much when sceptres are in children’s 
hands; 

But more when envy breeds unkind 
division : 

There comes the ruin, there begins con¬ 
fusion. [Exif. 

Scene II. France, Before Bordeaux, 
Enter Talbot, with trump and drum, 

Tal Go to the gates of Bordeaux, 
trumpeter; 

Summon their general unto the wall. 

Tntynpd sounds a parley. Enter, aloft, the 
General of the French, and Otl ers. 

English John Talbot, Captains, calls you 
forth, 

Servant in arms to Harry King of England ; 
And thus he would—Open your city gates, 
Be humble to iLS, call my sov ereign yours 
And do him homage as obedient subjects, 
And ril withdraw me and my bloody 
power; ^ 

But if you frown upon this proller’d peace, 
You tempt the fury of my three attendants, 
Lean famine, quartering steel, and climbing 
fire; 

Who in a moment even with the earth 
Shall lay your stately and air-braving 
towers, 

If you forsake the offer of their love. 

Gen. Thou ominous and fearful owl of 
death, 15 

Our nation’s terror and their blood v scourge! 
The period of thy tyranny approacheth. 
On us thou canst not enter but by death ; 
For, I protest, wc arc well fortitied. 

And strong enough to issue out and fight, co 
If thou retire, the Dauphin, well appointed, 
Stands with the snares of war to tangle thee. 
On either hand thee there arc squadrons 
pitch’d 

To wall thee from the liberty of flight, 

And no way canst thou turn thee for redress 
But death doth front thee with apparent 
spoil :i6 

And pale destruction meets thee in the face. 
Ten thousand French have ta’en the sacra¬ 
ment 

To rive their dangerous artillery 
Upon no Christian soul but English Talbot. 
Lo, there thou stand’st, a breathing valiant 
man, 3x 

Of an invincible unconquer’d spirit! 

This is the latest glory of thy praise 
That I, thy enemy, due thee withal; 

For ere the glass that now begins to run 35 
Finish the process of his sandy hour, 

6it 
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Tliese tYeij.tliat see tliee now well coloured 
Shall see thee withered, bloody, pale, and 
dead. [Dnim afar off. 

Hark! hark! The Dauphin’s drum, a 
warning bell, 

Sings heavy music to thy timorous soul; 40 
And mine shall ring thy dire departure out. 

[Evh General. 

Tal. He fables not; 1 hear the enemy. 
Out, some light horsemen, and peruse their 
wings. 

O, negligent and heedless discipline! 44 

How are we park'd and hounded in a pale— 
A little herd of England's timorous deer. 
Maz’d with a yelping kennel of French curs! 
If we be English doer, be then in blood : 
Not rascal-like to fall down with a pinch. 
But rather, moody-mad and desperate 
stags, 50 

Turn on the bloody hounds with heads ot 
steel 

And make the cowards stand aloof at bay. 
Sell every man his life as clear as mine. 
And they shall find dear deer of us, my 
friend?. 

God and Saint George, Talbot and Eng¬ 
land’s right, sf, 

Prosper our colours in this dangerous fight 1 

I Exetmt. 

Scene III. Plains hi Gascony. 

Enter Yor\. with trumpet and many 
Soldiers. A Messenger meets him. 

York. Are not the speedy scouts return’d 
again 

That dogg’d the mighty army of the 
Dauphin ? 

Mess. They are return'd, my lord, and 
give it out 

That he is march’d to Bordeaux with his 
power 

To fight with Talbot; as he march’d along. 
By your espials were discovered 6 

Two mightier troops than that the Dauphin 
led, 

Which join’d with him and made their 
march for Bordeaux. 

York. A plague upon that villain 
Somerset 

That thus delays my promised supply ^ 
Of horsemen that were levied for this siege ! 
Renowned Talbot doth expect my aid. 

And I am louted by a traitor villain 
And cannot help the noble chevalier. 

God comfort him in tliis necessity ! 15 

If he miscarry, farew^ell wars in France. 

Enter Sir William Lucy. 

Lucy. Thou princely leader of oiir 
English strength, 

Never so needful on the earth of France, 
Spur to the rescue of the noble Talbot, 
Who now is girdled with a waist of iron 20 
And hemm’d about with grim destruction. 
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To Bordeaux, warlike Duke! to Bordeaux, 
York! 

Else, farewell Talbot, France, and Eng¬ 
land’s honour. 

York. O God. that Somerset, w’ho in 
proud heart 

Doth stop my cornets, were in Talbot's 
place! 25 

So should we save a valiant gentleman 
By forfeiting a traitor and a coward. 

Mad ire and wrathful fury makes me weep 
That thus we die while remiss traitors sleep. 

Lucy. O, send some succour to the 
distress’d lord I 40 

York. He dies ; we lose; I break my 
warlike word. 

We mourn : France smiles. We lose : they 
daily get— 

All long of this vile traitor Somerset. 

Lucy. Then God take mercy on brave 
Talbot’s stul. 

And on his son, young John, who two hours 
since 45 

1 met in travel toward his warlike father. 
This stwen vears did not Talbot see his son ; 
And now they meet where both their lives 
are done. 

York. Alas, what joy shall noble Talbot 
iiave 

To bid his young son wx'Jcome to his grave ? 
Away ! vexation almost stops my breath, 
That siind’rcd friends greet in the hour of 
death. 

Lucy, farewell; no more my fortune can 
But curse the cause I cannot aid the man. 
Maine, Blois, Poictiers, and Jours, are won 
away 45 

Long all of Somerset and his delay. 

(Exit with Forces. 

Lucy. Thus, while the vulture of sedition 
Feeds in the bosom of such great com¬ 
manders, 

■'Iceping ncglection doth betray to loss 4<> 
The conquest of our scarce-cold conqueror, 
That ever-living man of memory, 

Henry the Fifth. Whiles they each other 
cross, 

Lives, honours, lands, and all, hurry to loss. 

[Exit. 

Scene IV. Other plains of Gascony. 

Enter Somerset, with his Forces; an 
Officer of Talbot's with him. 

Som. It is too late ; I cannot send them 
now. 

This expedition was by York and Talbot 
Too rashly plotted : all our general force 
Might with a sally of the very town 
Be buckled with. The over-daring Talbot 5 
Hath sullied all his gloss of former honour 
By this unheedful, desperate, wild ad¬ 
venture. 

York set him oa to fight and die in shame 
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Scene 4] 

That, Talbot dead, great York might bear 
the name. 

Off, Here is Sir William Lucy, who with 
rne lo 

Set from our o'er-match'd forces forth for aid. 

Enter Sir William Lucy. 

Som, How now, Sir William ! Whither 
were you sent ? 

Lucy, Whither, my lord! From bought 
and sold Lord Talbot, 

Who, ring’d about with bold adversity, 
Cries out for noble York and Somerset 15 
To beat assailing death from his weak 
legions ; 

And whiles the honourable captain there 
Drops bloody sweat from his war-wearied 
limbs 

And. in advantage ling’ring, looks for rescue. 
You, his false hopes, the trust of England’s 
honour, *0 

Keep olf aloof with worthless emulation. 
Let not your private discord keep away 
The levied succoiirsthatshould lend him aid. 
While he, renowned noble gentleman. 
Yield up his life unto a world of odds. 
Orleans the Bastard, Charles, Burgundy, 
Alercon, Reignier, compass him about. 
And 1 albot perisheth by your default. 

Som. York set him on; York should 
have sent him aid. 

Lucy. And York as fast upon your Grace 
exclaims, 3 ’ 

Swearing that you withhold his levied host, 
Collectecl for this expedition. 

Som, York lies ; he might have sent and 
had the horse. 

1 owe him little duty and less love. 

And take foul scorn to fawn on him by 
sending. 35 

Lucy, The fraud of England, not the force 
of France, 

Hath now entrapp’d the noble-minded 
Talbot. 

Never to England shall he bear his life, 
But dies betray’d to fortune by your strife. 

Som, Come, go; 1 will dispatch the 
horsemen straight; 

Within six hours they will be at his aid. 

Lucy, Too late comes rescue ; he is ta’en 
or slain. 

For fly he could not if he would have fled ; 
And fly would Talbot never, though he 
might. 

Som. If he be dead, brave Talbot, then, 
adieu! 

Lucy. His fame lives in the world, his 
shame in you. [Exeunt, 

Scene V. TJie English, camp near Bordeaux. 

Enter Tai.dot and John his son. 

Tal, O young John Talbot! I did send 
for thee 


To tutor thc^e in stratagems of war. 

That Talbot’s name might be in thee 
reviv’d 

When sapless age and weak unable limbs 
Should bring thy father to his drooping 
chair, 5 

But—malignant and ill-boding srars I — 
Now thou art come unto a feast of death, 
A terrible and unavoided danger ; 
Therefore, dear boy, mount on my swiftest 
horse, 0 

And I’ll direct thee how thou shalt escape 
By sudden flight. Come, dally not, be gone. 

John. Is my name Talbot, and am 1 your 
son ? 

And shall I fly ? O, if you love my mother. 
Dishonour not her honourable name, 

T o make a bastard and a slave of me ! 15 

The world will say he is not Talbot's blood 
That basely fled when noble Talbot stood. 

Tal. Fly to revenge my death, if 1 be 
slain. 

John. He that flies so will ne’er return 
again. 

Tal, If %ve both stay, we both are sure 
to die. 20 

John, Then let me stay ; and, father, do 
you fly. 

Your loss is great, so your regard should be ; 
My worth unknown, no loss is known in me; 
Upon my death the French can little boast; 
In yours they will, in you all hopes are lo3t. 
Flight cannot stain the honour you have 
won; 26 

But mine it will, that no exploit have done ; 
You lied for vantage, every one will swear ; 
But if I bow, they’ll say it was for fear. 
There is no hope that ever I will stay 30 
If the first hour I shrink and run away, 
flerc, on my knee, 1 beg mortality. 

Rather than life preserv’d with infamy. 

Tal, Shall all thy mother’s hopes lie in 
one tomb ? 

John. Ay, rather than I’ll shame my 
mother’s womb. 35 

Tal, Upon my blessing I command thee 
go- 

John, To fight I will, but not to fly the 
foe. 

Tal. Part of thy father may be sav’d in 
thee. 

John. No part of him but will be shame 
in me. 

Tal. Thou never hadst renown, nor canst 
not lose it. .10 

John, Yes, your renowned name; shall 
flight abuse it ? 

Tal, Thy father’s charge shall clear thee 
from that stain, 

John. You cannot witness for me, being 
slain. 

If death be so apparent, then both fly. 

Tal, And leave my followers here to fight 
and die ? 45 
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My age was never tainted with such shame. 

John. And shall my youth be guilty of 
such blame ? 

No more can I be severed from your side 
Than can yourself yourself in twain divide. 
Stay, go, do what you will, the like do 1 ; 5 - 
For live I will not if my father die. 

Tab lT\en here I take my leave of thee, 
fair son, 

Born to eclipse thy life this afternoon. 
Come, side by side together live and die ; 31 
And soul with soul from France to heaven 
tly. [Exeunt. 

Scene VT. A field of battle. 

Alarum : excursions wherein John Taluot 

is henim*d about, and Talbot rescues him. 

Tal. Saint Cieorge and victory ! Fight, 
soldiers, fight. 

The Regent hath with Talbot broke his word 
And left us to the rage of France his sword. 
Where is John T albot ? Pause and take thy 
breath ; 

I gave thee life and rescu'd tlicc from 
death. 

John. O, twice my father, twice am I thy 
son I 

The life thou gav’st me first was lost and 
done 

Till with tiiy warlike sword, despite of fate, 
To my determin'd time thou gav'st new’ 
date. 

TaL When from the Dauphin’s crest thy 
sword struck fire, jr. 

It warm’d thy father’s heart with proud 
desire 

Of bold-fac’d victory. Then leaden age, 
Quicken'd with youthful spleen and warlike 
rage. 

Beat down Alencon, Orleans, Burgundy, n 
And from the pride of Galha rescued thee. 
The ireful bastard Orleans, that drew blood 
From thee, my boy, and had the maiden¬ 
hood 

Of thy first fight, I soon encountered is 
And, interchanging blows, I quickly shed 
Some of his bastard blood ; and in disgrace 
Bespoke him thus : ‘ Contaminated, base, 
And misbegotten blood I spill of thine. 
Mean and right poor, for that pure blood 
of mine 

Which thou didst force from Talbot, my 
brave boy 

Here purposing the Bastard to destroy, =. 
Came in strong rescue. Speak, thy father's 
care; 

Art thou not weary, John ? How dost thou 
fare ? 

Wilt thou vet leave the battle, boy, and fly. 
Now thou art seal’d the son of chivalry ? 
Fly, to revenge my death when I am dead; 
The help of one stands me in little stead. 

O, too much folly is it, well I wot, 3 * 


To hazard all our lives in one small boat 1 
If 1 to-day die not with Frenchmen's rage. 
To-morrow I shall die with mickle age. 35 
By me they nothing gain an if I stay : 

*Tis but the short’ning of my life one day. 
In thee thy mother dies, our household’s 
name. 

My death’s revenge, thy youth, and Eng¬ 
land’s fame. 

All these and more w'e hazard by thy stay: 40 
All these arc sav’d if thou wilt fly away. 
John. The sword of Orleans hath not 
made me smart; 

These words of yours draw life-blood from 
my heart. 

On that advantage, bought with such a 
shame, 

To save a paltry life and slay bright fame. 
Before young Talbot from old Talbot fly, 
The coward horse that bears me fall and 
die I 

And like me to the peasant boys of France, 
To be shame’s scorn and subject of mis¬ 
chance I 

Surely, by all the glory you have w'on, 50 
An if I fly, I am not Talbot’s sv)n ; 

I hcn talk no more of flight, it is no boot; 
If son to Talbot, die at Talbot's foot. 

Tal. Then follow thou thy desp’rate sire 
of Crete, 

Thou Icarus ; ti>y life to me is sweet. 

If thou wilt fight, fight by thy father’s side ; 
And, commendable prov’d, let’s die in 
pride. lExennC 

Scene VII. Another part of the field. 

Alarum; excursions. Enter old Talbot led 
by a Servant. 

Tal. Where is my other life ? Mine own 
is gone. 

O, wlierc’s young Talbot ? Where is valiant 
John ? 

Triumphant death, smear'd with captivity. 
Young Talbot’s v^alour makes me smile at 
thee. 

When he perceiv’d me shrink and on my 
knee, ^ 

Mis bloody sw^ord he brandish’d over me, 
And like a hungry lion did commence 
Rough deeds of rage and stern impatience ; 
But when my angry guardant stood alone, 
Tend’ring my ruin and assail’d of none, ro 
Dizzy-ey'd fury and groat rage of licart 
Suddenly made him from my side to start 
Into the clust’ring battle of the French ; 
And in that sea of blood my boy did drench 
His overmounting spirit; and there died, 

My Icarus, my blossom, in his pride. 

Enter Soldiers, bearing the body of John 
Talbot, 

Serv, O my dear lord, lo where your son 
is home! 
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TaL Thou antic Death, which laugh’st us 
here to scorn, 

Anon, from thy insulting tyranny. 

Coupled in bonds of perpetuity, 20 

Two Talbots, winged through the lither 
sky. 

In thy despite shall scape mortality. 

O thou whose wounds become hard- 
favoured Death, 

Speak to thy father ere thou yield thy 
breath I 

Brave Death by speaking, whether he will 
or no; -5 

Imagine him a Frenchman and thy foe. 
Poor boy ! he smiles, methinks, as who 
should say. 

Had Death been French, then Death had 
died to-day. 

Come, come, and lay him in his father's 
arms. 

My spirit can no longer bear these harms. * 
Soldiers, adieu ! I have what I would have, 
Kow my old arms are young John Talbot's 
grave. I Dies. 

Enter Chahli-s, Alen^on, Burgundy, 
Bastard, La Pucelue, and Forces. 

Char, Had York and Somerset brought 
rescue in, 

\Vc should have found a bloody day of this. 

Bast. How the young whelp ot Talbot’s, 
raging wood, 3? 

Did flesh his puny sword in Frenchmen’s 
blood i 

Pmc. Once I encount’red liim, and thus 
1 said: 

^Thou maiden youth, be vanquish’d by a 
maid ’. 

But with a proud maicstical high scorn 
He answer’d thus : ' Young Talbot was not 
born 4^^ 

To be the pillage of a giglot wench 
So, rushing in the boweis of the French, 
He left me proudly, as unworthy fight. 

Bur. Doubtless he would have made a 
noble knight. 

See where he lies inhearsed in the arms 43 
Of the most bloody nurscr of his harms ! 

Bast. Hew them to pieces, hack tiieir 
bones asunder, 

Whose life was England’s glory, Gallia’s 
wonder. 

Char . O, no ; forbear ! For that which 
we have fled 

During the life, let us not w rong it dead. s.> 

Enter Sir William Lucy, attended; a 
French Herald preceding. 

Lucy. Herald, conduct me to the Dau¬ 
phin’s tent. 

To know who hath obtain’d the glory of the 
day. 

Char. On what submissive message art 
thou sent ? 


Lucy. Submission, Dauphin 1 *Tis a mere 
FYench word : 54 

We English warriors wot not what it means, 
1 come to know what prisoners thou hast 
ta'en. 

And to survey the bodies of the dead. 

Char. For prisoners ask’st thou ? Hell 
our prison is. 

But tell me whom thou seek’st. 

Lucy. But where’s the great Alcides of 
the field, 6 > 

Valiant Lord Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, 
Created for his rare success in arms 
Great Earl of Washtord, Waterford, and 
Valence, 

Lord Talbot of Goodrig and Urchinfield, 
Lord Strange of Blackinere, Lord Verdun 
of Alton, f>5 

Lord Cromwell of Wingfield, Lord F’urnival 
of Sheffield, 

The thrice victorious Lord of Falconbridge, 
Knight of the noble order of Saint George, 
Worthy Saint Michael, and the Golden 
F'lcecc, 

Great Marslial to Henry the Sixth 70 

Of all his wars within the realm of France ? 

Pmc. Here’s a silly-stately style indeed ! 
The Turk, that two and fifty kingdoms hath, 
Writes not so tedious a style as this. 

Him that tliou magnifi’st with all these 
titles, 73 

Stinking and fly-blown lies here at our 
feet. 

Lucy. Is Talbot slain—the Frenchmen’s 
only scourge, 

Your kingdom’s terror and black Nemesis ? 
O. were mine eyc-balis into bullets turn’d, 
lhat 1 in ra e might shoot them at your 
faces! 

O that I could but call these dead to life! 
It were enough to fright the realm of 
France. 

Were but his picture left amongit you here. 
It would amaze the proudest of you all. 
Give me their bodies, that I may bear them 
hence .S5 

x\nd give them burial as beseems their 
worth. 

Puc. 1 think this upstart is old Talbot’s 
ghost, 

He speaks with such a proud commanding 
spirit. 

For God’s sake, let him have them; to keep 
them here, . > 

They w'ould but stink, and putrefy the air. 

CJmr. Go, take their bodies hence. 

Lucy. I’ll bear them hence; but from 
their ashes shall be rear’d 
A phoenix that shall make all France afeard. 

Ctuzr. So we be rid of them, do with them 
what thou wilt. 14 

And now to Paris in this conquering vein I 
All will be ours, now bloody Talbot's slain. 

[Exeunt. 
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ACT FIVE 

Scene I. London* The palace* 

Sennet* Enter the King, Gloucester, and 
Exeter. 

King* Have you perus'd the letters from 
the Pope, 

The Emperor, and the Earl of Armagnac ? 
Gto. 1 have, my lord ; and their intent is 
this : 

They humbly sue unto your Excellence 
To have a godly peace concludcvl of 5 
Between the realms of England and of 
France. 

King* How doth your Grace affect their 
motion ? 

Glo* Well, my good lord, and as the only 
means 

To stop effusion of our Christian blood 
And stablish quietness on every side. 10 
King. Ay, marry, uncle; for I always 
thought 

It was both impious and unnatural 
I’hat such imiT.anity and bloody strife 
Should reign among professors of one faith. 

Glo. Beside, my lord, the sooner to effect 
And surer bind this knot of amity, it* 
The Earl of Armagnac, near knit to Charles, 
A man of great authority in France. 
Proffers his only daughter to your Grace 
In marriage, with a large and sumptuous 
dowry. o 

King. Marriage, uncle I Alas, my years 
are young I 

And fitter is my study and my books 
Than wanton dalliance with a paramour. 
Yet call th’ ambassadors, and, as you please, 
So let them have their answers every one. -5 
I shall be well content with any choice 
Tends to God’s glory and my country’s 
weal. 

Enter Winchester in CardinaVs habit as 
Cardinal Beaufort, the Papal Legate, 
and two Ambassadors. 

Exe* What I Is my Lord of Winchester 
install'd 

And call’d unto a cardinal’s degree ? 

Then I perceive that will be verified 30 
Henry the Fifth did sometime prophesy: 

‘ If once he come to be a cardinal, 

He'll make his cap co-equal with the 
crown 

King. My Lords Ambassadors, your 
several suits 

Have been consider’d and debated on. 35 
Your purpose is both good and rea.sonablc. 
And therefore are we certainly resolv'd 
To draw conditions of a friendly peace. 
Which by my Lord of Winchester we mean 
Shall bj transported presently to France. 4*> 
Glo, And for the proffer of my lord your 
master^ i 


I have inform'd his Highness so at large. 
As, liking of the lady's virtuous gifts. 

Her beauty, and the value of her dower, 
He doth intend she shall be England’s 
Queen. 45 

King. [To Ambassador] In argument and 
proof of which contract, 

Bear her this jewel, pledge of my affection. 
And so, my Lord Protector, see tnem 
guarded 

And safely brought to Dover; where, 
inshipp’d, 

Commit them to the fortune of the sea, 50 
IFxLumf all but Winchester and the 
Leiiate. 

Win. Stay, my Lord Legate; you shall 
first receive 

The sum of money which 1 promised 
Should be delivered to his Holiness 
For clothing me in these grave ornaments. 
Leg* 1 will attend upon your lordsihp’s 
leisure. ss 

Win. lAside) Now Winchester will not 
suhinit, I trow, 

Or be inferior to the proudest peer. 
Humphrey of Gloucester, thou shalt well 
perceive 

That neitlicr in birth or for authority 
The Bishop will be overborne by thee. Oo 
PIl either make thee stoop and bend thy 
knee, 

Or sack this country with a mutiny, 

lExcnnf. 

Scene II. France* Plains in Anjou* 

Enter Charles, Burgundy, Alen^on, 
Bastard, Keignier, La Pucelle. and 
Forces. 

Char* These news, my lords, may cheer 
our drooping spirits : 

'Tis said the stout Parisians do revolt 
And turn again unto the warlike French. 
Aten. Then marcli to Paris, royal Ciiarles 
of France, 

And keep not back your powers in dalliance. 
Puc. Peace be amongst them, if they turn 
to us ; 6 

Else ruin combat with their palaces I 

Enter a Scout. 

Scotif. Success unto our valiant general. 
And happiness to his accomplices ! 

Char. What tidings send our scouts ? I 
prithee speak. 10 

Scout. The English army, that divided 
was 

Into two parlies, is now conjoin’d in one, 
And means to give you battle presently. 
Char. Somcwliat too sudden, sirs, the 
warning is; 

But we will presently provide for them. 15 
Bur. I trust the ghost of Talbot is not 
there. 
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Scene 2] 

Now he is gone, my lord, you need not fear* 
Puc. Of all base passions fear is most 
accurs'd. 

Command the conquest, Charles, it shall be 
thine, 

Let Henry fret and all the world repine. ?o 
Char, Then on, my lords ; and France be 
fortunate I [ExeunL 

ScHNii III. Before Angiers, 

Alarum ; excursions. Enter La Pucelle. 

Puc. The Regent conquers and the 
Frenchmen fly. 

Now help, yc charming spells and periapts ; 
And yc choice spirits that admonish me 
And give me signs of future accidents ; 

{Thunder, 

You speedy helpers that are substitutes 5 
Under the lordly monarch of the north. 
Appear and aid me in this enterprise! 

Enter Fiends. 

This speedy and quick appearance argues 
proof 

Of your accustom’d diligence to me. 

Now, ye familiar spirits that are cull’d 10 
Out of the powerful regions under earth, 
Ueip me this once, that France may get the 
field. (T/tc.v walk and speak not. 
O, hold me not with silence over-long I 
Where I was wont to feed you with my 
blood. 

I’ll lop a member off and give it you 15 
In earnest ol a further benefit, 

So you do condescend to help me now. 

[T/icy ham tfuir heads. 
No hope to have redress ? My body shall 
Pay recompense, if you will grant mv suit. 

['riiey shake their heads. 
Cannot my body nor blood sacrifice c 
Lnlreat you to your wonted furtherance ? 
T hen take my soul—my body, soul, and all. 
Before that England give the French the 
foil. fTVit’v depart. 

See! they forsake me. Now the time is 
come 

That France must vail her lofty-plumed 
crest 2-. 

And let her head fall into England’s lap. 
My ancient incantations arc too wei/v, 

And hell too strong for me to buckle with. 
Now, France, thy glory droopeth to tlie 
dust. [Exit. 

Excursions. Enter French and English, 
fighting. La Pucelle and York fight 
hand to hand ; ha Pucelle is taken. The 
French fly. 

York. Damsel of France, 1 think I have 
you fast. 3 ' 

Unchain your spirits now with spelling 
charms. 

And try if they can gain your liberty. 


A goodly pri2e, fit for the devil’s grace! 
See how the ugly witch doth bend her brows 
As if, with Circe, she would change my 
shape! 35 

Puc. Chang’d to a worser shape thou 
canst not be. 

York. O, Charles the Dauphin is a proper 
man; 

No shape but his can please your dainty 
eye. 

Puc. A plaguing mischief light on Charles 
and thee! 

And may ye both be suddenly surpris’d 40 
By bloody hands, in sleeping on your beds ! 

York. F’cll banning hag ; enchantress, 
hold thy tongue. 

Puc. I prithee give me leave to curse 
awhile. 

York. Curse, miscreant, when thou 
comest to the stake. [Excunf. 

Alarum. Enter Suffolk, with Margaret 
in his hand. 

Suf. Be what thou w'ilt, thou art my 
prisoner. IGu^tfs on her. 

O fairest beauty, do not fear nor fly ! 40 

I’or 1 will touch thee but with reverent 
hands; 

I kiss these fingers for eternal peace, 

And Ly them gently on thy tender side. 
Who art thou ? Say, that 1 may honour 
thee. <50 

Mar. Margaret my name, and daughter 
to a king. 

The King of Naples—whosoe’er thou art. 

Suf, An earl 1 am, and SurTolk am 1 
call’d. 

Be not offended, nature’s miracle, 

Thou art allotted to be ta’en by me. 55 
So doth the swan her downy cygnets save, 
Keeping them prisoner underneath her 
wings. 

Yet, if this servile usage once offend. 

Go and be free again as Suffolk’s friend. 

[STt*? is going. 

O, stay ! [Asfdel I have no power to let her 
pass; 60 

My hand would free her, but my heart says 
no. 

As plays the sun upon the glassy streams. 
Twinkling another counterfeited beam, 

So seems this gorgeous beauty to mine eyes. 
Fain would 1 woo her, yet I dare not speak. 
Fll call for pen and ink, and write my mind. 
Fie, de la Pole 1 disable not thyself; 

Hast not a tongue? Is she not here thy 
prisoner ? 

Wilt thou be daunted at a woman’s sight ? 
Ay, beauty's princely majesty is such 70 
Confounds the tongue and makes the senses 
rough. 

Mar. Say, Earl of Suffolk, if thy name be 
so, 

What ransom must 1 pay before 1 pass ? 

617 



KING HENRY THE SIXTH-^PART ONE 


[Act 5 


For 1 perceive 1 am tliy prisoner. 

Suf. I Aside] How canst thou tell she will 
deny thy suit, 73 

Before thou make a trial of her love ? 

Mar, Why speak’st thou not ? What 
ransom must I pay ? 

Suf, [Aside] She’s beautiful, and there¬ 
fore to be woo’d; 

She is a woman, therefore to be won. 

Mar. Wilt thou accept of ransom—yea 
or no ? 

S:if. [Aside] Fond man, remember that 
thou hast a wife ; 

Then hoAv can Margaret be thy paramour ? 

Mar, 1 were best leave him, for he will 
not hear. 

Suf. [Asidtf] There all is marr’d; there 
lies a cooling card. 

Mar. He talks at random ; sure, the man 
is mad. 

Suf. [Aside] And yet a dispensation may 
be had. 

Mar. And yet I would that you would 
answer me. 

Suf, [AsidtJ riJ win this Lady Margaret. 
For wiiom ? 

Why, for my king ! Tush, that’s a wooden 
thing! 

Mar. He talks of wood. It is some 
carpenter. 

Suf. [Asidf*] Yet so my fancy may be 
satisfied, 

And peace established between these 
realms. 

But there remains a scruple in that too; 

For though her father be the King of 
Naples, 

Duke ol Anjeu and Maine, yet is he poor, , 

And our nobiiity will scorn the match. 

Mar. Hear ye, Captain—are you not at 
leisure ? 

Suf. [AiidcJ It shall be so, disdain they 
ne’er so much. 

Henry’ is youthful, and will quickly yield.— 

Madam, 1 have a secret to reveal. i « 

Mar. lAsideJ What though 1 be en- 
tliraJJ’d ? He seems a knight. 

And will not any way dishonour me. 

Sh/. Lady, vouchsafe to listen what 1 say. 

Mar. [Aside] Perhaps I shall be rescu’d 
by the French ; 

And then I need not crave his courtesy. 1 - 

Suf. Sweet madam, give me hearing in a 
cause— 

Mar. [Aside] Tush ! women have been 
captivate ere now. 

Suf, Lady, wherefore talk you so ? 

Mar. 1 cry you mercy, 'tis but quid for 
quo. 

Suf. Say, gentle Princess, would you not 
suppose ij 

Your bondage happy, to be made a queen ? 

Mar. To be a queen in bondage is more 
vile 


Than Is a slave in base servility ; 

For princes should be free. 

Suf. And so shall you, 

If happy England's royal king be free. 113 
Mar. Why, what concerns his freedom 
unto me ? 

Suf. I’ll undertake to make thee Henry’s 
queen. 

To put a golden sceptre in thy hand 
And set a precious crown upon thy head, 

If thou wilt condescend to be my— 

Mar. What ? 

Suf. His love. i:i 

Mar. I am unworthy to be Henry’s wife. 
Suf. No, gentle madam ; 1 unworthy am 
To woo so fair a dame to be his wife 124 
And have no portion in the choice myself. 
How say you, madam ? Are ye so content ? 
Mar. An if my father please, I am 
content. 

Suf. Then call our captains and our 
colours forth ! 

And, madam, at your father’s castle walls 
We’ll crave a parley to confer with litm. j ,0 

Sound a parley. Enter Ri-ignier on the 
walls. 

See, Rcignicr, see, thy daughter prisoner I 
Keig. To whom ? 

Snf. To me. 

Ueig. Suffolk, what remedy ? 

I am a soldier and unapt to weep 
Or to exclaim on fortune's fickleness. 

Siif. Yes, there is remedy enough, my 
lord. I (5 

Consent, and for thy honour give consent, 
fhy daugiitor shall be wedded to my king. 
Whom 1 witli pain have woo’d and won 
thereto ; 

.^nd this her easy-hcUl imprisonment 13.) 
Hath gain’d thy daughter princely liberty. 
ICeig. Speaks Sudbik as he thinks ? 
vSitf. Fair Margaret knows 

That Suffolk doth not flatter, lace, or feign. 
Keig. Upon thy princely warrant I 
descend 11 v 

To give thee answer of thy just demand. 

\Exit Rei[^ui:r from the walls, 
Suf. And here I will expect thy coming. 

Trumpets sound. Enter Reignier below. 

Reig. Welcome, brave Earl, into our 
territories ; 

Command in Anjou what your Honour 
pleases. 

Suf. 1 hanks, Reignier, happy for so sweet 
a child. 

Fit to be made companion with a king. 
What answer makes your Grace unto my 
suit ? 110 

Reig. Since thou dost deign to woo her 
little worth 

To be the princely bride of such a lord, 
Upon condition I may quietly 
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Enjoy mine own, the country Maine and 
Anjou, TS 1 

Free from oppression or the stroke of war, 
My daughter shall be Henry's, if he please. 

Suf, That is her ransom; 1 deliver her. 
And those two counties I will undertake 
Your Grace shall well and quietly enjoy. 

Reig, And 1 again, in Henry’s royal name, 
As deputy unto that gracious king, n.i 
Give thee her hand for sign of plighted 
faith. 

Suf, Reignicr of P'rance, I give thee 
kingly thanks. 

Because this is in traffic of a king. 

[Asidej And yet, methinks, I could be well 
content 

To be mine own attorney in this case.— 
Til over then to England with this news. 
And make this marriage to be solemniz'd. 
So, farewell, Keignier. Set this diamond 
safe 

In golden palaces, as it becomes. t o 

Knig. 1 do embrace thee as 1 would 
embrace 

The Christian prince, King Henry, were he 
here. 

Mar. Farewell, my lord. Good wishes, 
praise, and prayers, 

Shall Sutloik ever have ot Margaret. 

[She is going, 

Suf. Farewell, sweet madam. But hark 
you, Margaret— i;s 

No princely commendations to my king ? 

Mar. Sucli commendations as becomes a 
maid, 

A virgin, and his servant, say to him. 

Suf. Words sweetly plac’d and modestly 
directed. 

But, madam, 1 must trouble you again— is.. 
No loving token to his Majesty ? 

Mar, Yes, my good lord : a pure un¬ 
spotted heart. 

Never yet taint with love, 1 send the King. 

Suf, And this withal. [Kisses her. 

Mar. That for thyself—I will not so 
presume i 

To send such peevish tokens to a king. 

(Exeunt Reignier and Margaret. 

Suf. O, wert thou for myself! But, 
Suffolk, stay ; 

Thou mayst not wander in that labyrinth : 
There Minotaurs and ugly treasons lurk. 
Solicit Henry with her wondrous praise. i‘»o 
Bethink thee on her virtues that surmount. 
And natural graces that extinguish art; 
Repeat their semblance often on the seas, 
That, when thou com'st to kneel at Henry's 
feet, Toi 

Thou mayst bereave him of his wits with 
v/onder. (Ext/. 

Scene IV. Camp of the Duke of York in 
Anjou. 

Enter York, Warwick, and Others. 


York. Bring forth that sorceress, con¬ 
demn'd to burn. 

Enter La Puceixe, guarded, and a 
Shepherd. 

Shep. Ah, Joan, this kills thy father's 
heart outright! 

Have I sought ev^cry country far andmear, 
And, now it is my chance to find thee out, 
Must I behold thy timeless cruel death ? -i 
Ah, Joan, sweet daughter Joan, I'll die 
with thee! 

Pile. Decrepit miser I base ignobk 
wretch I 

I am descended of a gentler blood ; 
rhou art no father nor no friend of mine. 

Shep. Out, out ! My lords, an please yoUv 
'tis not so ; i-: 

I did beget her, all the parish knows. 

Her mot tier liveth yet, can testify 
She was the first fruit of my bach'lorship. 

War. Graceless, wilt thou deny thy 
parentage ? 

York. This argues what her kind of life 
hath been— 15 

Wicked and vile ; and so her death con¬ 
cludes. 

Shep. Fie, Joan, that thou wilt be so 
obstacle ! 

God knows thou art a collop of my flesh *, 
And for thy sake have 1 shed many a tear. 
Deny me not, 1 prithee, gentle Joan. .:o 

Puc. Peasant, avaunt! You have 
suborn’d this man 

Of purpose to obscure my noble birth. 

Stiep. Tis true, 1 gave a noble to the 
priest 

The morn that I was w^edded to her 
mother. 

Kneel down and take my blessing, good my 
girl. 

Wilt thou not stoop ? Now cursed be the 
time 

Of thy nativity, I would the milk 
Thy mother gave thee when thou suck'dst 
her breast 

Had been a little ratsbane for thy sake. 
Or else, when thou didst keep my lambs 
a-field, 30 

I wish some ravenous wolf had eaten thee. 
Dost thou deny thy father, cursed drab ? 
O, burn her, burn her! Hanging is too 
good. IHxii. 

York. Take her away ; for she hath liv'd 
too long, 

To fill the world with vicious qualities. 35 

Puc. First let me tell you whom you have 
condemn'd: 

Not me begotten of a shepherd swain, 

But issued from the progeny of kings; 
Virtuous and holy, chosen from above 
By inspiration of celestial grace, 40 

To work exceeding miracles on earth. 

I never had to do with wicked spirits. 
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But you, that are polluted with your lusts. 
Stain’d with the guiltless blood of inno¬ 
cents, 41 

Corrupt and tainted with a thousand vices. 
Because you w'ant the grace that others 
have. 

You judge it straight a thing impossible 
To compass wonders but by help of 
devils. 

No, misconceived I Joan of Arc hath been 
A virgin from her tender infancy. 

Chaste and immaculate in \ ery thought *, 
Whose maiden blood, thus rigorously 
elTus’d, 

Will cry for vengeance at the gates of 
heaven. 

York. Ay, ay. Away with her to execu¬ 
tion I 

War. And hark ye, sirs ; because she is 
a maid. vs 

Spare for no fagots, let there be enow. 
Place barrels of pitch upon the fatal stake, 
That so her torture may be shortened. 

Puc. Will nothing turn your unrelenting 
hearts ? 

Then, Joan, discover thine infirmity < 0 
That warranteth by law to be thy privilege: 
1 am with child, yc bloody homicides ; 
Murder not then the fruit within my womb. 
Although ye hale me to a violent death. 

York. Now heaven forfend 1 The holy 
maid with child ! (5 

W'ar. The greatest miracle that e’er ye 
wrought: 

Is all your strict preciseness come to this ? 

York, She and the Dauphin have been 
juggling. 

1 did imagine what would be her refuge. 

War, Well, go to ; weTl have no bastards 
live; 70 

Especially since Charles must father it. 

Puc, You are deceiv’d ; my child is none 
of his : 

It >vas Alen^on that enjoy’d my love. 

York, Alen^on, that notorious Machiavel! 
It dies, an if it had a thousand lives. 

Puc. O, give me leave, I have deluded 
you. 

’Twas neither Charles nor yet the Duke 1 
nam’d. 

But Reignier, King of Naples, that prevail'd. 

War. A married man 1 That’s most 
intolerable. 

York, Why, here’s a girl 1 1 think she 

knows not well— 

There were so many—whom she may 
accuse. 

War, It's sign she hath been liberal and 
free. 

York, And yet, forsooth, she is a virgin 
pure. 

Strumpet, thy words condemn thy brat and 
thee. 

Use no entreaty, for it is in vain. 85 
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Puc. Then lead me hence—with whom 
I leave my curse ; 

May never glorious sun reflex his beams 
Upon the country where you make abode ; 
But darkness and the gloomy shade of 
death 

Environ you, till mischief and despair «)o 
Drive you to break your necks or hang 
yourselves! {Exit, guarded. 

York. Break thou in pieces and consume 
to ashes. 

Thou foul accursed minister of hell! 

Enter C.xfidinal Beaufort, attejided. 

Car. Lord Regent, I do greet your 
Excellence 

With letters of commission from the King. 
For know, my lords, the states of Christen¬ 
dom, </> 

Mov'd with remorse of these outrageous 
broils, 

Have earnestly implor'd a general peace 
Betwixt our nation and the aspiring 
French ; 

And here at hand the Dauphin and his 
train 100 

Approacheth. to confer about some matter. 

York. Is all our travail turn’d to this 
effect ? 

After the slaughter of so many peers, 

.So many captains, gentlemen, and soldiers. 
That in this quarrel have been overthrown 
And sold their bodies for their country’s 
benefit, 10 > 

Shall wc at last conclude efTeminate peace ? 
Have we not lost most part of all the towns. 
By treason, falsehood, and by treachery. 
Our great progenitors had conquered ? no 
O Warwick, Warwick ! I foresee with grief 
The utter loss of all the realm of France. 

War. Be patient, York. If we conclude a 
peace. 

It shall be with such strict and severe 
covenants 114 

As little shall the Frcnchmon gain thereby. 

Enter Charles, Alen^un, Bastard, 
Reignier, and Others. 

Char. Since, lords of England, it is thus 
agreed 

That peaceful truce shall be proclaim’d in 
France, 

We come to be informed by yourselves 
What the conditions of that league must be. 

York. Speak, Winchester; for boiling 
choler chokes 120 

The hollow passage of my poison’d voice, 
By sight of these our baleful enemies. 

Car. Charles, and the rest, it is enacted 
thus: 

That, in regard King Henry gives consent, 
Of mere compassion and of lenity, 125 

To ease your country of distressful war. 
And sudfer you to breathe in fruitful peace» 
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You shall become true liegemen to his 
crown ; 

And, Charles, upon condition thou wilt 
swear 

To pay him tribute and submit thyself, 
Thou shalt be plac’d as viceroy under him, 
And still enjoy thy regal dignity. 

Alen, Must he be then as shadow of 
himself ? 

Adorn his temples with a coronet 
And yet, in substance and authority, 1^5 
Retain but privilege of a private man ? 
This proder is absurd and reasonless. 

Char. ’Tis known already that I am 
possess’d 

With more than half the Gallian territories. 
And therein reverenc’d for their lawful 
king. 110 

Shall I, for lucre of the rest unvanquish’d. 
Detract so much from that prerogative 
As to be call’d hut viceroy of the whole ? 
No, Lord Ambassador ; I’ll rather keep 
That which 1 have than, coveting for more, 
Be cast from possibility of all. n 

York. Insulting Charles ! Hast thou by 
secret means 

Us'd intercession to obtain a league, 

And now the matter grows to compromise 
Stand'st thou aloot upon comparison ? is< 
Either accept the title thou usurp’st, 

Of henelit proceeding from our king 
And not of any challenge of desert. 

Or we will plague thee with incessant wars. 
Rtfig. fTo Charles] My lord, you do not 
well in obstinacy 155 

To cavil in the course of this contract. 

If once it be neglected, ten to one 
We shall not find like opportunity. 

A/cn. [To Charles] To say the truth, it is 
your policy 15- 

To save your subjects from such massacre 
And ruthless slaughters as are daily seen 
By our proceeding in hostility ; 

And therefore take this compact of a 
truce, 

Although you break it when your pleasure 
serves. 

War. How say’st thou, Charles ? Shall 
our condition stand ? i6=i 

Char. It shall; 

Only reserv’d, you claim no interest 
In any of our towns of garrison. 

York. Then swear allegiance to his 
Majesty: 

As thou art knight, never to disobey t;o 

Nor be rebellious to the crown of England— 
Thou, nor thy nobles, to the crown of 
England. [Charles and the rest give 
tokens of fealty. 

So, now dismiss your army when ye please ; 
Hang up your ensigns, let your drums be 
still, 174 

For here we entertain a solemn peace. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene V. London. The palace. 

Enter Suffolk, in ronference with the 
King, Gloucester and Exeter. 

King. Your wondrous rare description, 
noble Earl, 

Of beauteous Margaret hath astonish’d me. 
Her virtues, graced with external gifts, 

Do breed love’s settled passions in my 
heart; 

And like as rigour of tempestuous gusts 5 
Provokes the mightiest hulk against the 
tide. 

So am I driven by breath of her renown 
Either to suffer shipwreck or arrive 
Where I may have fruition of her love. 
Suf. Tush, my good lord I This super¬ 
ficial tale 10 

!s hut a preface of her worthy praise. 

The chief perfections of that lovely dame, 
Had 1 sufficient skill to utter them, 

Would make a volume of enticing lines, 
Able to ravish any dull conceit; 15 

And, which is more, she is not so divine. 

So fuII-rcplete with choice of all delights, 
But with as humble lowliness of mind 
She is content to be at your command— 
Command, 1 mean, of virtuous chaste 
intents, 20 

To love and honour Henry as her lord. 
King. And otherwise will Henry ne’er 
presume. 

Therefore, my Lord Protector, give consent 
That Marg’ret may be England’s royal 
Queen. 

Glo. So should I give consent to flatter 
sin. :?5 

You know, my lord, your Highness is 
betroth’d 

Unto another lady of esteem. 

How shall we then dispense with that 
contract, 

And not deface your honour w ith reproach ? 

Snf. As doth a ruler with unlawful oaths ; 
Or one that at a triumph, having vow'd 31 
To try his strength, forsaketh yet the lists 
By reason of his adversary’s odds : 

A poor earl's daughter is unequal odds, 
And therefore may be broke without 
ofl'ence. 35 

Glo. Why, what, 1 pray, is Margaret 
more than that ? 

Her father is no better than an earl, 
Although in glorious titles he excel. 

Suf. Yes, my lord, her father is a king. 
The King of Naples and Jerusalem ; 40 

And of such great authority in I'ranee 
As his alliance Avill confirm our peace, 

And keep the Frenchmen in allegiance, 
Glo. And so the Earl of Armagnac may 
do, 

Because he is near kinsman unto Charles. 45 
Exe. Beside, his wealth doth warrant a 
liberal dower: 
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Where Reignier sooner will receive than 
give. 

Suf* A dow’r, my lords! Disgrace not so 
ymir king, 

That he slioiild be so abject, base, and poor, 
lo choose tor wealth and not for perfect 
love. 

Henry is able to enrich his queen. 

And not to seek a queen to make him 
rich. 

So woithless peasants bargain for their 
wives. 

As market-men for oxen, sheep, or horse. 
Marriage is a matter of more worth 
Than to be dealt in by attorneyship; 

Not whom we will, but whom his Grace 
aficets, 

Must be companion of his nuptial bed. 

And therefore, lords, since he atlccts her 
most, 

It most of all these reasons bindeth us <k 
I n our opinions she should be jueferr’d : 
For what is wedlock forced but a hell. 

An age of discord and continual strife ? 
Whereas the contrary hringeth bliss, 

And is a pattern of celestial peace. < 
Whom should we match with Henry, being 
a king, 

But Margaret, that is daughter to a king ? 
Her peerless feature, joined with licr birth, 
Approves her fit for none but for a 
king; o.. 

Her valiant courage and undaunted spirit, 
More than in women commonly is seen, 
Will answer our hope in issue of a king ; 
For Henry, son unto a conqueror. 

Is likely to beget more conquerors. 

If with a lady of so high resolve 7;^ 

As is fair Margaret he be link’d in love. 
Then yield, my lords ; and here conclude 
with me 


That Margaret shall be Queen, and none 
but she. 

King. Whether it be through force of 
your report, 

My noble Lord of Suffolk, or for that 
My tender youth was never yet attaint 
With any passion of inflaming love, 

I cannot tcli; but this 1 am assur’d, 

1 feel such sharp dissension in mv breast, 
Such fierce alariiins both of hope and fear. 
As I am sick with working of ray thoughts. 
Take therefore shipping ; post, my lord, to 
France ; 

Agree to anv covenants: and procure 
That Lady Margaret do vouchsalc to come 
To cross the seas to England, and be 
crown’d .»> 

King Henry’s faithful and anointed queen. 
For your expenses and suflicient charge, 
Among the people gather up a tenth. 

Be gone. I say ; for till you do return 
I rest perplexed with a thousand cares. 

And you, good uncle, banish all oficnce ; 

If you do censure me bv what you were, 
Not what voii are, 1 know it will excuse 
This sudden execution of my will. <> > 

And so conduct me where, from company, 
I may revolve and ruminate my grief. 

[Exit, 

Glo. Ay, grief, 1 fear me, both at first 
and last. 

I Exeunt CloHcesier and Exeter, 
Siif. Thus Sud'olk hath prevail'd ; and 
thus he goes, 

As did the youthful Paris once to Greece, 
With hope to find the like event in love i s 
But prosper better than the Troyan did. 
Margaret shall now be Queen, and rule the 
King : 

But I will rule both her, the King, and 
realm. [Exit. 
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THE SECOND PART OF 

KING HENRY THE SIXTH 


DRAMATIS 

KiNc; Henry the Sixth. 

Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, his 
uncle* 

Cardinal Beaufort, Bishop of Win¬ 
chester, greal-uncle to the King. 
Richard Plantagenht, Duke of York. 
Edward and Richard, his sons. 

Duke of Somerset. 

Di KE OF Suffolk. 

Duke of Buckingham. 

Lord Cl ii ford. 

Y'oung Clifford, his son. 

Earl of Salisbury. 

Earl of Warwick. 

Lord Scales. 

Lord Say. 

Sir Humphrey Stafford. 

William Siafford, his brother. 

Sir John Stanley. 

Vaux. 

Matthew Goffe. 

A Lieutenant, a Shipmaster, a Master's 
Mate, and Walter Whitmore. 

1 \vo Gentlemen, Jn isoners with Suffolk. 
John Hume and John Southwell, two 
priests. 

The Scene : 


ACL ONE 

Scene I. London. The palace. 

flourish of Iriimpets ; then hautboys. Enter 
the King, Duke Humphrey of Glou- 
CESTF-R, Salisbury, Warwick, and 
Cardinal Beaufort, on the one side ; 
the OuEEN, Suffolk, York, Somerset, 
and Buckingham, on the other. 

Suf. As by your hi.a:h imperial Majesty 
I had in charge at my depart lor France, 
As procurator to your Excellence, 

To marry Princess Margaret for your 
Grace ; 

So, in the famous ancient city Tours, 5 
In presence of the Kings of France and 
Sicil, 

The Dukes of Orleans, Calaber, Bretagne, 
and Alencon, 

Seven earls, twelve barons, and twenty 
reverend bishops, 

I iiave perform’d my task, and w^as 
espous’d; 

And humbly now upon my bended knee, 10 
In sight of England and her lordly peers. 


PERSONAi 

Roger Bolingbroke, a conjurer. 

A Spirit raised by him. 

Thomas Horner, an armourer. 

Peter, his man. 

Clerk of Chatham. 

Mayor of Saint Albans. 

Saundkr Simpcox, an impostor. 

Alexander Iden, a Kentish gentleman. 

Jack Cade, a rebel. 

George Bevis, John Holland, Dick the 
butcher. Smith the weaver, Michael, 
foltoieers of Cade. 

Two Murderers. 

Margaret, Queen to King Henry. 

Eleanor, Duchess of Gloucester. 

Margery Jourdain, a witch . 

Wiie to Simpcox. 

Lords, Ladies, and Attendants; Petitioners, 
Aldermen, a Herald, a Beadle, a 
Sheriit, Officers, Citizens, Prentices, 
Falconers, Guards, Soldiers, Messen¬ 
gers, &c. 


England. 


Deliver up my title in the Queen 
To your most gracious hands, that are the 
substance 

Of that great shadow I did represent: 

Ihc happiest gift that ever marquis ts 
T he fairest queen that ever king receiv’d. 
King. Sufloik, arise. Welcome, Queen 
Margaret : 

I can express no kinder sign of love 
Tliaii tiiis kind kiss. O Lord, that lends me 
life, 

Lend me a heart replete with thankfulness ! 
For thou hast given me in this beauteous 
face 

A world of earthly blessings to my soul, 

If sympathy of love unite our thoughts. 
Queen. Great King of England, and my 
gracious lord, 

The mutual conference that my mind hath 
had. ^3 

By day, by night, waking and in my dreams, 
In courtly company or at my beads, 

With you, mine alder-liefest sovereign. 
Makes me the bolder to salute my king 
With ruder terms, such as my wit affords 30 
And over-joy of heart doth minister, 
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King. Her sight did ravish, but her gr? 
in speech. 

Her words ynrlad with wisdom’s mafesty. 
Makes me from wond’ring fall to weeping 
joys. 

Such is the fulness of my heart’s content. 3s 
Lords, with one cheerful voice welcome my 
love. 

All. fKneefirigl Long live Queen Mar¬ 
garet, England’s happiness ! 

Queen. We thank you ali. [Flourish. 

Suf. My Lord Protector, so it please your 
Grace, 

Here are the articles of contracted peace a 
Between our sovereign and the French Kinj 
Charles, 

For eighteen months concluded by consent. 

Gh. [Reads) ‘ Imprimis : It is agreed 
between the F'rench King Charles and 
William dc la Pole, Marquess of Suflolk. 
ambassador for l enry King of England, 
that the said Henry shall espouse the Lady 
Margaret, daughter unto Reignier King ot 
Naples, Sicilia, and Jerusalem, and crown 
her Queen of England ere the thirtieth of 
May next ensuing. 

Item : That the duchy of Anjou and 
the county of Maine shall be released and 
delivered to the King her father ’— 

[ Lets the paper fall. 

King. Uncle, how now ! 

Glo. Pardon me. gracious lord ; .s<> 
Some sudden qualm hath struck me at the 
heart, 

And dimm’d mine eyes, that I can read no 
further. 

King. Uncle of Winchester, I pray read 
on. 

Car. [Reads] ‘ Item : It is further agreed 
between them that the duchies of Anjou 
and Maine shall be released and delivered 
over to the King her father, and she sent 
over of the King of England's own proper 
cost and charges, without having any 
dowry.’ 

King. They please us well. Lord Mar¬ 
quess, kneel down: 

We here create thee the first Duke of 
Suffolk, 

And girt thee with the sword. Cousin of 
York, <>0 

We here discharge your Grace from being 
Regent 

I* th’ parts of France, till term of eighteen 
months 

Be full expir’d. Thanks, uncle Winchester, 
Gloucester, York, Buckingham, Somerset, 
Salisbury, and Warwick ; 

We thank you all for this great favour 
done 

In entertainment to my princely queen. 
Come, let us in, and with all speed provide 
To see her coronation be perform’d. 

[Exeunt King, Queen, and Suffolk, i 
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Glo. Brave peers of England, pillars of 
the state, 70 

To you Duke Humphrey must unload his 
grief— 

Your grief, the common grief of all the 
land. 

What! did my brother Henry spend his 
youth, 

His valour, coin, and people, in the wars ? 
Did he so often lodge in open field, 75 
In winter’s cold and summer’s parching 
heat, 

To conquer France, his true inheritance ? 
And did my brother Bedford toil his wits 
To keep by policy what Henry got .’ 

H.ave you yourselves, Somerset, Bucking¬ 
ham, 

Brave ^ ork, Salisbury, and victorious 
Warwick, 

Receiv’d deep scars in France and Nor¬ 
mandy ? 

Or hath mine uncle Beaufort and myself, 
With all the learned Council of the realm, 
Studied so long, sat in the Council House *^5 
Early and late, debating to and fro 
How France and Frenchmen might be kept 
in awe ? 

And had his Highness in his infancy 
Crowned in Paris, in despite of foes ? 

And shall these labours and these honours 
die ^ 'h> 

Shall Henry’s conquest, Bedford’s vigil¬ 
ance. 

Your deeds of war, and all our counsel die ? 
O peers of England, shameful is this league ! 
Fatal this marriage, cancelling your fame. 
Blotting your names from books of 
memory, 95 

Razing the characters of your renown, 
Defacing monuments of conquer'd France, 
Undoing all, as all had never been ! 

Car, Nephew, what means this passionate 
discourse. 

This peroration with such circumstance? xoo 
For France, 'tis ours ; and we will keep it 
still. 

Glo. Ay, uncle, we will keep it if wc can ; 
But now it is impossible we should. 

Sutfoik, the new-made duke that rules the 
roast, \o4 

Hath given the duchy of Anjou and Maine 
Unto the poor King Reignier, whose large 
style 

Agrees not with the leanness of his purse. 

Sal. Now, by the death of Him that died 
for all, 

These counties were the keys of Normandy! 
But wherefore weeps Warwick, my valiant 
son ? I to 

War. For grief that they are past 
recovery; 

For were there hope to conquer them again 
My sword should shed hot blood, mine eyes 
no tears. 
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Anjou and Maine ! myself did win them 
both ; 

Those provinces these arms of mine did 
conquer: 

And are the cities that I got with wounds 
Deliver'd up again with peaceful words ? 
Mort I>ieu ! 

York. For Suffolk’s duke, may he be 
suffocate, ni 

That dims the honour of this warlike isle ! 
France should have torn and rent my very 
heart 

Before 1 would have viclded to this league. 
1 never read but F!ng!and’s Kings have had 
Large sums of gold and dowries with their 
wives : 

And our King Henry gives away his own « 
To match with her that brings no vantages. 

G/o. A proper jest, and never heard 
before, 

That Suffolk should demand a whole 
fifteenth 

For costs and charges in transporting her ! 
She should have stay’d in France, and 
starv’d in France, ij'- 

Before— 

Car . My Lord of Gloucester, now ye grow 
too hot: 

It W'as the pleasure of my lord the King. 

Glo, My Lord of Winchester, I know your 
mind; e.. 

'Tis not m>’ speeches that you do mislike, 
But ’tis my presence that doth trouble ye. 
Rancour w ill out: proud prelate, in thy 
face 

I see thy tiiry ; if I longer stay 
We shall begin our ancient bickerings. 
Lordings, tarewell; and say, when I am 
gone, 

I prophesied France will be lost ere long. 

[Exit. 

Car. So, there goes our Protector in a 
rage. 

*Tis known to you he is mine enemy ; 

Nay, more, an enemy unto you all, m • 
And no great friend, 1 fear me, to the King. 
Consider, lords, he is the next of blood 
And heir apparent to the English crown. 
Had Henry got an empire by his marriage 
And all the w^ealthy kingdoms of the west, 
There’s reason he should he displeas’d at it. 
Look to it, lords; let not his smoothing 
w'ords 

Bewitch your hearts ; be wise and circum¬ 
spect. 

What though the common people favour 
him. 

Calling him ’ Humphrey, the good Duke of 
Gloucester 

Clapping their hands, and crying with loud 
voice 

* Jesu maintain your royal excellence! ’ 
With * God preserve tlie good Duke 
Humphrey I * 


I fear me, lords, for all this flattering gloss, 
He will be found a dangerous Protector, 

Buck, Why should he then protect our 
sovereign, i6o 

He being of age to govern of himself ? 
Cousin of Somerset, join you with me. 

And all together, with the Duke of Suffolk, 
We'll quickly hoise Duke Humphrey from 
his seat. 

Car. This weighty business will not brook 
delay ; 163 

I’ll to the Duke of Suffolk presently. (ExiL 

Som. Cousin of Buckingham, though 
Humphrey's pride 

And greatness of his place be grief to us, 
Yet let us watch the haughty cardinal; 
His insolence is more intolerable ko 

Than all the princes in the land beside ; 

If Gloucester be displac'd, he’ll be Pro¬ 
tector. 

Buck. Dr thou or I, Somerset, will be 
Protector, 

Despite Duke Humphrey or the Cardinal. 
[Exciud Buckingham and Somerset. 

Sal. Pride went before, ambition follows 
him. 1/5 

While those do labour for their own prefer¬ 
ment, 

Behoves it us to labour for the realm. 

I never saw but Humphrey Duke of 
Gloucester 

Did bear him like a noble gentleman. 

Oft have I seen the haughty Cardinal— iRo 
More like a soldier than a man o’ th’ church, 
.As stout and proud as he were lord ot 
all- 

Swear like a rufffan and demean himself 
Unlike the ruler of a commonweal. 
Warwick my son, the comfort of my age, 
Thy deeds, thy plainness, and thy house¬ 
keeping, 

Hath won the greatest favour of the com¬ 
mons, 

Fxcepting none but good Duke Humphrey. 
And, brother York, thy acts in Ireland, 

In bringing them to civil discipline, ivo 
Thy late exploits done in the heart of 
France 

When thou vvert Regent for our sovereign. 
Have made thee fear’d and honour’d ot the 
people : 

Join we together for the public good, 

In what we can, to bridle and suppress 195 
The pride of Suffolk and the Cardinal, 
With Somerset’s and Buckingham’s am¬ 
bition ; 

And, as we may, cherish Duke Humphrey’s 
deeds 

While they do tend the profit of the land. 

War, So God help W^arwick, as he loves 
the land soo 

And common profit of his countiy ! 

York. And so says York—[Aside] for he 
hatli greatest cause. 
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SaL Then let’s make haste away and look 
unto the main. 

War. Unto the main! O father, Maine is 
lost— 

That Maine which by main force Warwick 
did win, 

And would have kept so long as breath did 
last. 

Main chance, father, you meant; but I 
meant Maine, 

Which I v^ill win from France, or else be 
slain. 

[FAeuui Warwick and Salisbury. 

York. Anjou and Maine arc given to the 
French ; 

Paris is lost; the state of Normandy » 
Stands on a tickle point now they arc 
gone. 

Suffolk concluded on the articles; 

The peers agreed ; and Henry w^as well 
pleas’d 

To change two dukedoms for a duke’s fair 
daughter. 

I cannot blame them all: what is’t to 
them ? 

’Tis thine they give away, and not their 
own. 

Pirates may make cheap pennyworths of 
their pillage, 

And purchase friends, and give to cour¬ 
tezans. 

Still revelling like lords till all he gone; 
While as the silly owner of the goods 
Weeps over them and wrings his hapless 
hands 

And shakes his head and trembling stands 
aloof, 

While all is shar’d and all is borne away. 
Ready to starve and dare not touch his 
own. 

So York must sit and fret and bite his 
tongue, i*-’' 

While his own lands arc bargain’d for anti 
sold. 

Methinks the realms of England, France, 
and Ireland, 

Bear that proportion to my flesh and l>looc 
As did the fatal brand Altha'a burnt 
Unto the prince’s heart of Calydon. ? 
Anjou and Maine both given unto the 
French ! 

Cold news for me, for I had hope of l^ranee. 
Even as 1 have of fertile Engiand’s soil. 

A day wiii come when York sliall claim hi^; 

own; ^ ^ 

And therefore I will take the Kevils* part.*-, 
And make a snow of love to proud Dufe 
Humphrey, 

And when 1 spy advantage, claim the 
crown, 

For that’s the golden mark I seek to hit. 
Nor shall proud Lancaster usurp my right. 
Nor hold the sceptre in his childish fist, 2.;u 
Nor wear the diadem upon his head, 

626 


Whose church-like humours fits not for a 
crown. 

Then, York, be still awhile, till time do 
serve; 

Watch thou and wake, when others be 
asleep, 

To pry into the secrets of the state ; 245 

I Till Henry, surfeiting in joys of love 
‘With his new bride and England’s dear- 
bought queen, 

And Humphrey with the peers be fall’n at 
jars ; 

Then will I raise aloft the milk-white rose. 
With whose sweet smell the air shall be 
perfum'd, 

.And in my standard bear the arms of 
York, 

To grapple with the house of Lancaster ; 
And force perforce I’ll make him yield the 
crown, 

VV^hose bookish rule hath pull’d fair England 
down. [Exit. 

Scene II. The Duke of Gloucester*s house. 

Enter Duke Humphrey and his wife 
Eleanor. 

Ditch. Why droops my lord, like over- 
ripen’d corn 

Hanging the head at Ceres’ plenteous load ? 
Why doth the great Duke Humphrey knit 
his brows, 

As frowning at the favours of the world ? 
Why are thine cyc.s fix’d to the sullen earth, 
Gazing on that which seems to dim thy 
siaht ? ti 

What see’st thou there ? King Henry’s 
diavlem. 

Enchas’d with all the honours of the world ? 
if so, gaze on, and irrovel on thv face 
i hitii thy head be circled with the same, in 
Eut forth thy hand, reach at the g!or;c>us 
gold- 

What, is’t too shor I'll lengthen it with 
rrnne; 

And having both together heav’d it up, 
We’ll both together lift ( ur heads to heaven, 
j And never more abase our sight so low rs 
As to voiu hsaie one glance unto the ground. 

Glo. O Nell, sweet Nell, if thou dost love 
thv lord, 

Banish the canker of ambitious thought.s I 
j And may thar tboupht, when I imagine ill 
’ Against my king and nephew, virtuous 
Henry, -’o 

Be my last breathing in this mortal world ! 
i\ly troublous dreams this night doth make 
me sad. 

Duch. What dream’d my lord ? Tell me, 
and ril requite it 

With sweet rehearsal of my morning’s 
dream. 

Glo. iAiethought this staff, mine office- 
badge in court, 35 
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Was broke in twain ; by whom 1 have 
forgot. 

But, as I think, it was by th' Cardinal; 
And on the pieces of the broken wand 
Were plac’d the heads of Edmund Duke of 
Somerset 

And William de la Pole, first Duke of 
Suffolk, i'; 

This was my dream ; what it doth bode 
God knows. 

Duch. Tut, this was nothing but an 
argument 

That he that breaks a stick of Gloucester’s 
grove 

Shall lose his head for his presumption. 

But list to me, my Humphrey, my sweet 
Duke; :y\ 

Mctliought I sat in seat of majesty 
In the cathedral church ol Westminster, 
And in that chair where kings and queens 
were crown’d ; 

Where Henry and Dame Margaret knecl’d 
to me, 

And on my head did set the diadem. i< 

G/n. Nay, Eleanor, then must 1 chide out- 
rig lit. 

Presumptuous dame, ill-nurtur’d Eleanor ! 
Art thou not second woman in the realm, 
And the Protector’s witc helov’d of him ? 
flast thou not worldly pleasure at com¬ 
mand r 

Abov e the reach or compas.s of thy thought? 
And wilt thou still be hammering treachery 
To tumble down thy husband and thyself 
From top of honour to disgrace’s teet ? 
Away from me, and let me hear no more ! 

Ducii. W'hat, what, my lord ! Are you so 
choleric 

With Eleanor for telling but her dream ? 
Next time I’ll keep my dreams unto myself 
And not be check’d. 

Clo. Nay, be not angry ; 1 am pleas’d 
again. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My Lord Protector, Tis his High¬ 
ness’ pleasure 

You do prepare to ride unto Saint Albans. 
Where as the King and Queen do mean to 
hawk. 

Gio. I go. Come, Nell, thou wilt ride with 
us ? 

Duch, Yes, my good lord, ITl follow 
presently. 

[Exeunt Gloucester and Messenger, 
Follow 1 must; I cannot go before, 

While Gloucester bears this base and 
humble mind. 

Were 1 a man, a duke, and next of blood. 
I would remove these tedious stumbling- 
blocks 

And smooth my way upon their headless 
necks; *’5 

And, being a woman» I will not be slack 


I To play my part in Fortune’s pageant. 
Where are you there. Sir John ? Nay, fear 
not, man, 

We are alone ; here’s none but thee and I. 

Enter Hume. 

Hwne. Jesus preserve your royal Majestyl 

Duch. What say’st thou ? Majesty! 1 am 
but Grace. 71 

Hume. But, by the grace of God and 
Hume’s advice, 

Your Grace’s title shall I)c multiplied. 

Duch. What say’st thou, man ? Hast 
thou as yet conterr'd 

With Margery Jourdain, the cunning witch 
of Eie, 7:, 

I With Roger Bolingbroke, the conjurer ? 

' And w'ill they undertake to do me good ? 

Hume, inis they have promised, to show 
your Highness 

A spirit rais’d trom depth of underground 
T hat shall make answer to such questions 
As by your Grace shall be propounded 
him. 

Duch. It is enough ; I’ll think upon the 
I questions; 

When Iroia Saint Albans \vc do make 
return 

We’ll see these things effected to the full. 
Here, lliimc, take this reward; make 
merry, man, 

With thy confederafes in thivS weighty cause. 

{ Exit . 

Hume. Hume must make merry with the 
Duchess’ gold ; 

Marry, and shall. But, how now', Sir John 
Hume! 

Seal up your lips and give no words but 
mum : 

The business asketh silent sccrccy. ' 

Dame Eleanor gives gold to bring the 
witch : 

Gold cannot come amiss were she a devil. 
Yet have I gold flies from another coast— 
I dare not say from the rich Cardinal, 

And from the great and new-made Duke of 
Suffolk; ‘>5 

Yet I do hnd it so ; for, to be plain, 

They, knowing Dame Eleanor's aspiring 
I humour, 

j Have hired me to undermine the Duchess, 
! And buzz these conjurations in her brain. 
They say * A crafty knave does need no 
broker ’; 

Yet am 1 Suffolk and the Cardinal’s broker. 
Hume, if you take not heed, you shall go 
near 

To call them both a pair of crafty knaves. 
Well, so it stands ; and thus, I fear, at 
last 

Hume’s knavery will be the Duchess’ wTCck, 
And her attainture will be Humphrey’s fall. 
Sort how it will, 1 shall have gold for all. 

[Exif. 
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Scene III. London. The palace. 

Enter three or four Petitioners, Peter, the 
Armourer*s man, being one. 

1 Pet. My masters, let’s stand close ; my 
Lord Protector will come this way by and 
by, and then we may deliver our supplica¬ 
tions in the quill. 

2 Pet, Marry, the Lord protect him, for 
he's a good man, Jesu bless him ! 

Enter Suffolk and Queen. 

1 Pet. Here 'a comes, methinks, and the 
Queen with him. I’ll be the Hrst, sure. 

2 Pet. Come back, fool ; this is the Duke 
of Suffolk and not my Lord Protector. v 

Suf. How now, fellow! Wouldst any¬ 
thing with me ? 

1 Pet. 1 pray, my lord, pardon me ; 1 
took ye for my Lord Protector. 

Queen. [Reads} ‘ "ib my Lord Protector ! ’ 
Are your supplications to his lordship ? Let 
me see them. What is thine i li 

1 Pet. Mine is, an't please your Grace, 
against John Goodman, my Lord Cardinal’s 
man, for keeping my house and lands, and 
wife and all, from me. 

Suf. Thy wife too! That’s some wrong 
indeed. What’s yours ? What’s here ! 
I Reads] ‘ Against the Duke of Suff olk, for 
enclosing the commons of Melford,’ How 
now, sir knave! 

2 Pei. Alas, sir, 1 am but a poor petitioner 

of our whole township. 24 

Peter. [Presenting his petition] Against my 
master, Thomas Horner, for saying that 
the Duke of York was rightful heir to 
the crown. 

Queen. What say’st thou ? Did the Duke 
of York say he was rightful heir to the 
crown ? 20 

Peter. That my master was ? No, for¬ 
sooth. My master said that he was, and 
that the King was an usurper. 

Suf. Who is there ? fEnter Servant. 
Take this fellow ia, and send for his master 
with a pursuivant presently. We’ll hear 
more of your matter before the King, 

[Exit Servant with Peter. 

Queen. And as for you, that love to be 
protected its 

Under the wings of our Protector’s grace. 
Begin your suits anew, and sue to him. 

[Tears the supplications. 
Away, base cullions ! Suffolk, let them go. 

All. Come, let's he gone. [Exeunt. 

Queen. My Loid of Suffolk, say, is this 
the guise, 4c 

Is tills the fashions in the court of England ? 

Is this the government of Britain’s isle, 
And this the royalty of Albion’s king ? 
What, shall King Henry be a pupil still. 
Under the surly Gloucester’s governance ? 

628 


Am 1 a queen in title and in style, 46 

And must be made a subject to a duke ? 

1 tell thee, Pole, when in the city Tours 
Thou ran'st a tilt in honour of my love 
And stol’st away the ladies’ hearts of 

France, so 

1 thought King Henry had resembled thee 
In courage, courtship, and proportion; 

But ail his mind is bent to holiness, 
lb number Ave-Maries on his beads ; 

His champions are the prophets and 
apostles; 55 

His weapons, holy saws of sacred writ; 

His study is his tilt-yard, and his loves 
Are brazen images of canonized saints. 

I would tlie college of the Cardinals 
Would choose him Pope, and carry him to 
Rome, 

And set the triple crown upon his head ; 
That were a state tit for his holiness. 

Suf. Madam, be patient. As I w'as cause 
Your Highness came to England, so will I 
In England work your Grace’s full content. 

Queen. Beside the haughty Protector, 
have we Beaufort 

The imperious churchman; Somerset, 
Buckingham, 

And grumbling York ; and not the least of 
these 

But can do more in England than the King. 

Suf. And he of these that can do most 
of all ; o 

Cannot do more in England than the Nevils; 
Salisbury and Warwick are no simple peers. 

Queen. Not all these lords do vex me half 
so much 

As that proud dame, the Lord Protector’s 
wife. 

She sweeps it through the court with troops 
of ladies, 

More like an empress than Duke Humph¬ 
rey’s wife. 

Strangers in court do take her for the 
Queen. 

She bears a duke’s revenues on her back. 
And in her heart she scorns our poverty ; 
Shall 1 not hve to be aveng’d on her ? 80 
Contemptuous base-born callet as she is, 
She vaunted 'mongst her minions t’ other 
day 

The very train of her worst wearing gown 
Was better worth than all my father’s lands, 
Till Suffolk gave two dukedoms for his 
daughter. 

Suf. Madam, my^self have lim’d a bush 
for her. 

And plac’d a quire of such enticing birds 
That she will light to listen to the lays, 

And never mount to trouble you again. 

So, let her rest. And, madam, list to me, 
For I am bold to counsel you in this : 
Although we fancy not the Cardinal, 

Yet must we join with him and with the 
lords. 
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Till we have brought Duke Humphrey in 
disgrace. 

As for the Duke of York, this late com¬ 
plaint ')5 

Will make but little for his benefit. 

So one by one we’ll weed them all at last. 

And you yourself shall steer the happy 
helm. 

Sound a sennet. Enter the King, Dukh 
H rMPHRFiY, Cardinal Blagfort, 
Buckingham, York, Some'^'-sgt. Salis¬ 
bury, Warwick, and the Duchess of 
Gloucester. 

King. For my part, noble lords, 1 care 
not which : 

Or Somerset or York, all’s one to me. lo 
York. If York have ill demean’d himself 
in France, 

Then let him be denay’d the regentship. 
Som. If Somerset be unworthy of the 
place, 

Fet York be Regent ; 1 will yield to him. 
War. Wliether your Grace be worthy, yea 
or no, 

Dispute not that; York is the worthier. 
Car. Ambitious Warwick, let thy betters 
speak. 

War. The Cardinal’s not my better in the 
field. 

Buck. All in this presence are thy betters, 
Warwick. 

W^ar. Warwick may live to be the best 
of all. 

Sal. Peace, son ! And show some reason, 
Buckingham, 

W^hy Somerset should be preferr’d in this. 
Queen. Because the King, forsooth, will 
have it so. 

Glo. Madam, the King is old enough 
himself 

To give his censure. These are no women’s 
matters. >' 

Queen. If he he old enough, what need 
your Grace 

To be Protector of his Excellence ? 

Glo, Madam, 1 am Protector of the 
realm ; 

And at his pleasure will resign my place. 
Suf. Resign it then, and leave thine 
insolence. 

Since thou wert king—as who is king hut 
thou ?— 

The commonwealth hath daily run tc 
wrack, 

The Dauphin hath prevail’d beyond the 
seas, 

And all the peers and nobles of the realm 

Have been as bondmen to thy sovereignty. 
Car. The commons hast thou rack’d ; the 
clergy’s bags 

Are lank and lean with thy extortions. 
Som. Thy sumptuous buildings and thy 
wife’s attire 


Have cost a mass of public treasury. 

Buck. Thy cruelty in execution ijo 
Upon offenders hath exceeded law, 

And left thee to the mercy of the law. 

Queen. Thy sale of offices and towns in 
France, 

If they were known, as the suspect is great. 
Would make thee quickly hop without thy 
head. [Exit Gloucester. The Queen 
drops her fan. 

Give me my fan. What, minion, can ye 
not ? [Slie gives the Duchess a box 
on the ear. 

I cry your mercy, madam ; w^as it you ? 

Diicli. Was’t I ? Yea, I it was, proud 
Frcnchw^oman. 

Co\ild I come near your beauty with my 
nails, 

1 could set my ten commandments in your 
face. lio 

King. Sweet aunt, be quiet; ’tvvas 
against her will. 

Duch. Against her will, good King ? 
Look to’t in time ; 

She’ll hamper thee and dandle thee like a 
baby. 

I hough in this place most master wear no 
breeches, 

She shall not strike Dame Eleanor iin- 
reveng’d. lExiL 

Buck. Lord Cardinal, I will follow 
Eleanor, 

And listen after Humphrey, how he pro¬ 
ceeds. 

She’s tickled now; her fume needs no 
spurs, 

She’ll gallop far enough to her destruction. 

I Ex it. 

Re-enter Gloucester. 

Glo. Now, lords, my choler being over¬ 
blown ‘SO 

With walking once about the quadrangle, 
I come to talk of commonwealth affairs. 

As for your spiteful false objections. 

Prove them, and 1 lie open to the law; 

But God in mercy so deal with my soul 155 
As I in duty love my king and country! 
But to the matter that we have in hand : 

1 say, my sovereign, York is mectest man 
To be your Regent in the realm of France. 

Suf. Before we make election, give me 
leave 

To show some reason, of no little force, 
That York is most unmeet of any man. 

York. I’ll tell thee, Suffolk, why I am 
unmeet: 

First, for I cannot flatter thee in pride; 
Next, if I be appointed for the place, ‘65 
My Lord of Somerset wall keep me here 
Without discharge, money, or furniture, 
Till France be won into the Dauphin’s 
hands. 

last time 1 danc’d attendance on his will 
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Till Paris was besieg'd, famish’d, and lost. 
War. That can 1 witness ; and a fouler 
fact 171 

Did never traitor in the land commit. 

Siif. Peace, headstrong Warwick ! 

War. Image of pride, why should 1 hold 
my peace ? 

Enter Hornl'r, the Armourer, and his man 
Peter, guarded, 

Sttf. Because here is a man accus’d of 
treason: 1:5 

Pray God the Duke of York excuse himself! 
York. Doth any one accuse York for a 
traitor ? 

King, What mean’st thou, SutTolk ? Tell 
me, wiiat are these ? 

Suf. Please it youi Majesty, this is the 
man 

That doth accuse his master of high 
treason ; - ^ 

His words were these : that Richard Duke 
of York 

Was rightful heir unto the English crown, 
And that vour Majesty was an usurper. 
King. Say, man, were these thv words ? 
Hor. An’t shall please your Majesty, I 
never said nor thought any such matter. 
God is my witness, I am falsely accus’d by 
the vilhtin. 

Peter. [Ilolding up his handsj By these 
ten hones, rny lords, he did speak them to 
me in the garret one night, as we were 
scouring my Lord of York’s armour. 1 - ■ 
York. Base dungiull villain and mechan¬ 
ical, 

I’ll have thy head for this thy traitor’s 
speech. 

1 do beseech your royal Majesty, 

Let him hav'e all the rigour of the law. to 4 
Hor. Alas, my lord, hang me if ever 1 
spake the words. My accuser is my prentice; 
and when I did correct him for his fault 
the other day^ he did vow upon his knees 
he would be even with me. 1 have good 
witness of this ; therefore I beseech your 
Majesty, do not cast away an honest man 
for a villain’s accusation. 2"' 

King. Uncle, what shall we say to this 
in law ? 

Glo. This doom, my lord, if I rnav judge : 
Let Somerset be Regent o’er the French, 
Because in York this breeds suspicion ; 

And let these have a day appointed them 
For single combat in convenient place, 

For he hath witness of his servant’s malice. 
This is the law, and this Duke Humphrey’s 
doom. 

Sow. I humbly thank your royal 
Majesty. 20 ^ 

Hor. And 1 accept the combat willingly. 
Peter. Alas, my lord, 1 cannot fight; for 
God’s sake, pity my case! The spite of 
man prevalleth against me, O Lord, have 
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mercy upon me, I shall never be able to 
fight a blow I O Lord, my heart! 214 

Glo. Sirrah, or you must fight or else be 
hang'd. 

King. Away with them to prison ; and 
the day of combat shall be the last of the 
next month. 

Come, Somerset, we’ll sec thee sent away, 
[F/o«rish. Exeunt, 

Scene IV. London, The Duke of 
Gloucester's garden. 

Enter Margery Jourdain, the witch ; the 
two priests, Hume and Southwell ; and 
Bolingbroke. 

Hume. Come, my masters ; the Duchess, 
I tell you, expects performance of your 
promises. 

Boling. Master Hume, wc are therefore 
provided ; will her ladyship beliold and 
hear our exorcisms ? 

Hume. Ay, what else ? Fear you not her 
courage. 

Boling. I have heard her reported to be 
a woman of an invincible spirit ; but it 
‘‘hall he convenient, Master Hume, that you 
be by her aloft while we be busy below ; 
and so 1 pray you go, in God’s name, and 
leave us. (Kxh Hione) Mother Jourdain, be 
you prostrate and grovel on the earth : 
John Southwell, read you ; and let us to 
our work. 12 

Enter Dxtchkss aloft, foUenved by Hume, 

Duch. Well said, my masters; anti 
welcome all. To this gear, the sooner the 
better. 

Boling. Patience, good lady ; wizards 
know their times : cs 

Deep night, dark night, the silent of the 
night, 

The time of night when Troy was set on 

The time when screech-owls cry and ban¬ 
dogs howl. 

And spirits walk and ghosts break up their 
graves— 

That time best fits the work we have in 
hand. * 

Madam, sit you, and fear not: whom we 
raise 

We will make fast within a hallowM 
verge. 

{Here they do the ceremonies belonging, and 
make the circle ; Bolingbroke or South- 
well reads : ' Conjuro te,’ ^c. It 

ilmnders and lightens terribly ; then the 
Spirit riseth, 

Spir. Adsum. 

M, Jourd, Asmath, 

By the eternal God, whose name and power 
Thou tremblest at, answer that I shall ask; 
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For till thou speak thou shalt not pass from 
hence. 

Spir, Ask what thou wilt; that I had 
said and done. 

Boling. [R^ads] ‘ First of the king : what 
shall of him become ? ’ 

Spir, 1 he Duke yet lives that Henry shall 
depose; 3'> 

But him outiive» and die a violent death. 

lAs the Spirit speaks, Southwell wr ites 
the answer, 

Boling, ‘ What fates await the Duke of 
Suffolk ? ' 

Spir, By water shall he die and take his 
end. 

Bolhvji, ‘ What shall befall the Duke of 
Somerset ? ’ 

Spir. Let him shun castles: 33 

Safer shall he be upon the sandy plains 
l han where castles mounted stand. 

Have done, fer more 1 hardly can endure, 

Boling. Descend to darkness and the 
burning lake; 

False liend, avoid ! 40 

ITkunder and lightnins, Bxit Spirit. 

Enter the Dvke oh York ami the Dukk of 

Buckinguam with their tuard, and break 

in. 

York. Lay hands upon these traitors and 
their trash. 

Beldam, I think we watch'd you at an inch. 
What, madam, are you there ? The King 
and commonweal 

Are deeply iruiebred for this piece of pains ; 
My Lord Protector will, I doubt it not, is 
:See you well guerdon'd for these good 
deserts. 

Duch. Not half so bad as thine to 
England’s king, 

Injurious Duke, that threatest where’s no 
cau:>e. 

Buck, True, madam, none at all. What 
call you this ? 

Away witii them I let them be clapp’d up 
close, 

And kept asunder. You, madam, shall 
with us, 

Stafford, take her to thee, 

We’il sec your trinkets here all forthcoming. 
All, away ! [Exeuuf, above, Duchess and 
Hume, guarded ; below. 
Witch, Southwell and Bol- 
ingbroke, gnarded, 

York, Lord Buckingham, incthinks you 
watch'd her well. 

A pretty plot, well chosen to build upon! 
Now, pray, my lord, let’s see the devil’s 
writ. 

What have we here ? [Reads. 

* I'he duke yet lives that Henry shall 
depose; 

But him outlive, and die a violent death.' t>o 
Why, this is just 


* Aio te, /Bacida, Romanos vincere posse'. 
Well, to the rest: 

‘Tell me what fate awaits the Duke of 
Suffolk ?' 

‘ By water shall he die and take his end.* ffs 
‘ What shall betide the Duke of Somerset?' 

' I.et him shun castles ; 

Safer shall he be upon the sandy plains 
Than where castles mounted stand,' 

Come, come, my lords ; 70 

I'hese oracles are hardly attain'd. 

And hardly understood. 

The King is now in progress towards Saint 
Albans, 

With him the husband of this lovely lady ; 
Thither go these news as fast as horse can 
carry them— 75 

A sorry breakfast for my Lord Protector. 
Buck. Your Grace shall give me leave, 
my Lord of York, 

To he the post, inTiope of his reward, 
York. At your pleasure, my good lord. 
Who’s within there, ho ? 7.) 

Enter a Servingman. 

Invite my Lords of Salisbury and Warwick 
To sup with me to-morrow night. Away ! 

[Exeiinf... 

ACT TWO 

ScENii 1 . Saint Albans, 

Enter the King, Queen, Gloucfjstfp., 
Cardinal, and Suffolk, with Falconers 
halloing. 

Queen. Believe me, lords, for flying at the 
brook, 

I saw not better sport these seven years’ 
day ; 

Yet, by your leave, the wind was very high, 
And ten to one old Joan had not gone out. 
King, But what a point, my lord, your 
falcon made, 5 

And what a pitch she flew above the rest! 

J o see how God in cdl t .is creatures works! 
Yea, man and birds arc fain of ciimbing 
high. 

Suf. No marvel, an it like your Majesty, 
My Lord Protector’s hawks do tow’r so 
well; 10 

They know their master loves to be aloft, 
And bears his thoughts above his falcon’s 
pitch. 

Glo. My lord, ’tis but a base ignoble mind 
That mounts no higiier than a I>ird can soar. 
Car, I thought as much; he would be 
above the clouds. vs 

Glo. Ay, my lord Cardinal, how think you 
by that ? 

Were it not good your Grace could fly to 
heaven ? 

King. The treasury of everlasting joy I 
Car. Thy heaven is on earth ; thine eyes 
and thoughts 
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Beat on a crown, the treasure of thy heart; 
Pernicious Protector, dangerous peer, 21 
That smooth’st it so with King and com¬ 
monweal. 

Glo. What, Cardinal, is your priesthood 
grown peremptory ? 

Tantaene animis coelestibus irae ? 
Churchmen so hot ? Good uncle, hide such 
malice; 25 

With such holiness can you do it ? 

Suf. No malice, sir ; no more than w^ell 
becomes 

So good a quarrel and so bad a peer. 

Glo, As who, my lord ? 

Suf, Why, as you, my lord, 

AnT like your lordly Lord’s Protectorship. 

Glo. Why, Suffolk, England knows thine 
insolence. 

Queen. And thy ambition, Gloucester. 

King. 1 prithee, peace, 

Good Uuecn. and whet not on these lurious 
peers ; 

For blessed are the peacemakers on earth. 

Car. Let me be blessed for the peace I 
make 

Against this proud Protector with my 
sword I 

Glo. [Aside to Cardinal] Faith, holy uncle, 
would 'twere come to that I 

Car. [Aside to Gloucester] Marry, when 
thou dar’st. 

Glo. [Aside to Cardinal] Make up no 
factious numbers for the matter ; 
In thine own person answer thy abuse, m 

Car. [Aside to Gloucester] Ay, where thou 
dar’st not peep ; an it thou dar’st. 
This evening on the east side of the grove. 

King. How now, rny lords I 

Car. Believe me, cousin Gloucester, 
Had not your man put up the fowi so 
suddenly, 4 = 

We had had more sport, f Aside to Gloucester) 
Come with thy two-hand sword. 

Glo. True, uncle. 

Car. [Asi^ to Gloucester] Are ye advis’d ? 
The east side of the grove / 

Glo. [Aside to Cardinal] Cardinal, I am 
with you. 

King. Why, how now, uncle Gloucester ! 

Glo. Talking of hawking ; nothing else, 
my lord. ‘jo 

[Aside to Cardinal] Now, by God's Mother, 
priest, 

ITl shave your crown for this, 

Or all my fence shall fail. 

Car. I Aside to Gloucester] Medice, tcipsum; 
Protector, see to’t well; protect yourself. 

King. The winds grow high ; so do your 
stomachs, lords. ss 

How irksome is this music to my heart! 
When such strings jar, what hope of 
harmony ? 

1 pray, my lords, let me compound this 
strife, 
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Enter a Townsman of Saint Albans, crying 
* A miracle ! ’ 

Glo. What means this noise ? 

Fellow, what miracle dost thou proclaim? Oo 
Towtts. A miracle ! a miracle ! 

Suf. Come to the King, and tell him what 
miracle. 

Towns. Forsooth, a blind man at Saint 
Albans shrine 

Within this half hour hath receiv’d his sight; 

A man that ne’er saw in his life before, os 
King. Now God be prais’d that to 
believing souls 

Gives light in darkness, comfort in despair I 

Enter the Mayor of Saint Albans and his 
Brethren, bearing SiMrcox between two 
in a chair ; his Wife and a multitude 
following. 

Car. flcre comes the townsmen on pro¬ 
cession 

To present your Highness with the man. 
King. Great is his comfort in this earthly 
vale, ;o 

Although by his sight his sin be multiplied. 
Glo. Stand by, inv masters ; bring him 
near the King ; 

His Highness' pleasure is to talk with him. 
King. Good fellow, tell us here the 
circumstance. 

That we for tliec may glorify tlie Lord. 7s 

What, hast thou been long blind and now 
restor'd ? 

Simp. Born blind, an't please your 

Grace. 

Wife. Ay indeed was he. 

SuJ. What woman is this ? 

Wife. His wife, an't like your worship. 80 
Glo. Hadst thou been his mother, thou 
could St have better told. 

King. Where wert thou born ? 

Simp. At Berwick in the north, an’t like 
your Grace. 

King. Poor soul, God’s goodness hath 
been great to thee. 

Let never day nor night unhallowed pass, 85 

But still remember what the Lord hath 
done. 

Queen. Tell me, good fellow, cam'st thou 
here by chance, 

Or of devotion, to this holy shrine ? 

Simp. God knows, of pure devotion; 
being call’d 

A hundred times and oft’ncr, in my sleep, 

By good Saint Alban, who said ’ Siropcox, 
come. 

Come, offer at my shrine, and I will help 
thee 

Wife. .Most true, forsooth; and many 
time and oft 

Myself have heard a voice to call him so. 
Car, What, art thou lame ? 

Simp. Ay, God Almighty help me I 
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Suf. How cam’st thou so ? 

Simp. A fall off of a tree. 

Wife. A plum tree, master. 

Glo. Ho\%' long hast thou been blind ? 

Simp. O, horn so, master! 

Glo. What, and woiildst climb a tree ? 

Simp. But that in all my life, when 1 was 
a youth. 

Wife. Too true ; and bought his climbing 
verv clear. i.;. 

Glo. Mass, thou lovTlst plums well, that 
wouldst venture so. 

Simp. Alas, good master, my wife desir'd 
some damsons 

And made me climb, with danger of my 
life. 

Glo. A sulitle knave ! But yet it shall not 
serv e : 

Let me see thine eyes ; wink now ; now 
open them ; :< 

In niv opinion vet thou seest not well. 

Simp. Yes, master, clear as day, 1 thank 
God and Saint Alban. 

Glo. Say’st thou me so ? What colour is 
this cloak of ? 

Simp. Red, master; red as blood, if' 

Glo. Whv, that's well said. What colour 
is my gown of ? 

Simp. Black, forsooth ; coaLblack as iet. 

King. Whv. then, thou know’st what 
coKmr iet is of ? 

Suf. And yet. I think, iet did he never <ec. 

Glo. But cloaks and gowns heiore this 
day a many, ■' 

Wife. Never hetore this day in all his life. 

Glo. lell me, sirrah, what’s mv name ^ 

Simp. Alas, master, I know not, 

Glo. What’s his name ? 

Simp. I know not. 

Glo. Nor his ? 

Simp. No, indeed, ma‘;ter. 

Glo. What’s thine own name ? 

Simp. Saunder Sirnpeox, an if it please 
you, master. 

Glo. Then, Saunder, sit there, the lying’st 
knave in Christendom, If thou hadst been 
born blind, thou mighrst as well lune 
known all our names as thus to name the 
several colours we do wear. Sight may 
distinguish ot colours ; hut suddenly to 
nominate them all, it is imnossiblc. My 
lords, Saint Alban here hath done a 
miracle ; and would ye not think it cun 
ning to be great that could restore this 
cripple to his leg.s again ? 

Simp. O master, that you could ! 

Glo. My masters of Saint Albans, have 
you not beadles in your town, and things 
call’d whips ? 

Mayor. Yes, my lord, if it please your 
Grace. 

Glo. Then send for one presently. 

Mayor, Sirrah, go fetch the beadle hither 
straight. IHxif an AUenJanf. 
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Glo. Now fetch me a stool hither by and 
by. [A stool brought] Now, sirrah, if you 
mean to save yourself from whipping, leap 
me over this stool and run away. mi 

Simp. Alas, master, 1 am not able to 
stand alone! 

You go about to torture me in vain. 

Enter a Beadle with whips. 

Glo. Well, sir, we must have you find 
vour legs. Sirrah beadle, whip him till he 
leap over that same stool. 

lieuii. 1 will, my lord. Come on, sirrah ; 
off with your doublet quickly. j.j7 

Simp. Alas, master, what shall I do ? 1 
am not able to stand. 

[After the Beadle ha^Ji hit him once, he 
leaps oi’er the stool and runs away ; 
and they follow and erv ‘ A miracle ! ’ 

King. O God. seest Thou this, and bearest 
so long ? J 

Qween. It made me laugh to see the 
villain run. 

Glo. Follow the knave, and take this 
dial) away. 

Wife. Alas, sir, wc did it for pure 
need ! 

Glo. Let them be whipp’d through every 
market town till they come to Berwick, 
from whence they came. 

(iVxeanf Ma\or, Beadle, Wife, &c. 

Car. Duke Humphrey has done a miracle 
to-day. 

Suf. \ rue ; made the lame to leap and fly 
away, 

Glo. But you have done more miracles 
than T : 

You made in a day, my lord, whole towns 
to fly. 

Enter Buckingham. 

King. What tidings with our cousin 
Buckingham ^ ifo 

Buck. Such as my heart doth tremble to 
unfold : 

A sort of naughty persons, lewdly bent, 
Under the countenance and confederacy 
Df Ladv Eleanor, the Protector's wife. 

The ringleader and head of all this rout, 1^5 
Have practis’d dangerously against your 
state. 

Dealing with witches and with conjurers. 
Whom w’c have apprehended in the fact. 
Raising up wicked spirits from under 
ground, 

Demanding of King Henry’s life and death 
And other of your Highness’ Privy Council, 
As more at large your Grace shall under¬ 
stand. 

Car. And so, my Lord Protector, by this 
means 

Your lady is forthcoming yet at London. 
This news, 1 think, hath turn'd your 
we^ipon’s edge; 175 
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'Tis like, my lord, you will not keep your 
hour. 

G/o. Ambitious churchman, leave to 
afflict my heart. 

Sorrow and grief have vanquish’d all my 
powers ; 

And, vanquish’d as I am, I yield to thee 
Or to the meanest groom. 

King. O God, what mischiefs work the 
wicked ones. 

Heaping confusion on their own heads 
thereby ! 

Queen, Gloucester, see here the tainture 
of thy nest; 

And look thyself be faultless, thou wert 
best. 

Clo. Madam, for myself, to heaven I do 
appeal 

How I have lov’d my King and common¬ 
weal ; 

And for my wife I know not how it 
stands. 

Sorry 1 am to hear what I have heard. 
Noble she is ; but if she have forgot 
Honour and virtue, and convers’d with 
such j 

As, like to pitch, defile nobility, 

I banish her my bed and company 
And give her as a prey to law and shame. 
That hath dishonoured Gloucester's honest 
name. in 

King. Well, for this night we will repose 
us here. 

To-morrow toward London back again 
To look into this business thoroughly 
And call these foul offenders to their 
answers, i < 

And poise the cause in justice’ equal scales, 
Whose beam stands sure, whose rightful 
cause prevails, [nourish. Exeunt. 

Scene II. London. The Dulie of York's 
garden. 

Enter York, SALisrjURv, and Warwick. 

York. Now, my good Lords of Salisbury 
and Warwick, 

Our simple supper ended, give me leave 
In this close walk to satisfy myself 
In craving your opinion ol my title. 

Which is infallible, to England's croAvn. 5 

Sai. My lord, I long to hear it at full. 

War. Sweet York, begin ; and if thy 
claim be good. 

The Nevils arc thy sul>jects to command. 

York. Then thus : 

Edward the Third, my lords, had seven 
sons; I'f 

The first, Edward the Black Prince, Prince 
of Wales; 

The second, William of Hatfield ; and the 
tliird, 

Lionel Duke of Clarence ; next to whom 
Was John of Gaunt, the Duke of Lancaster; 
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The fifth was Edmund Langley, Duke of 
York; *5 

The sixth was Thomas of Woodstock, Duke 
of Gloucester; 

William of Windsor was the seventh and 
last. 

Edward the Black Prince died before hJs 
father 

And left behind him Richard, his only son. 
Who, after E 2 dward the Third’s death, 
reign’d as king 2” 

Till Heny Bolingbroke, Duke of Lancaster, 
The eldest son and heir of John of Gaunt, 
Crown’d bv the name of Henry the Fourth, 
Seiz’d on the realm, depos’d the rightful 
king. 

Sent his poor queen to France, from whence 
she came, 25 

And him to Pomfret, where, as all you 
know, 

Harmless Richard was murdered traitor¬ 
ously. 

War. Father, the Duke hath told the 
truth ; 

Thus got the house of Lancaster the crown. 

York, Which now they hold by force, and 
not by right; so 

For Richard, the first son’s heir, being dead, 
The issue of the next son should have 
reign'd. 

Sal, But William of Hatfield died without 
an heir. 

York, The third son, Duke of Clarence, 
from whose line 

I claim the crown, had issue Pliilippc, a 
daughter, 

Who married Edmund Mortimer, Earl of 
March ; 

Edmund had issue, Roger Earl of March ; 
Roger had issue, Edmund, Anne, and 
Eleanor. 

Sal. 1 his Edmund, in the reign of Boling- 
broke, 

As 1 have reavl, laid claim unto the crown ; 
And, but for Owen Glcndowcr, had been 
king, 

Who kept him in captivity till he died. 
But, to the rest. 

York, His eldest sister, Anne, 

My mother, being heir unto the crown. 
Married Richard Earl of Cambridge, who 
was :.S 

To Edmund Langley, Edward the Third’s 
fifth son, son. 

By her 1 claim the kingdom: she was 
heir 

To Roger Earl of March, who was the son 
Of Edmund Mortimer, who married 
Philippe, 

Sole daughter unto Lionel Duke of Clarence; 
So, if the issue of the elder son 51 

Succeed before the younger, I am King. 

War. What plain proceedings is more 
plain than this ? 
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Henry doth claim the crown from John of 
GRimt, 

The fourth son :* York claims it from the 
third. 

Till IJoncl’s issue fails, his should not reign. 
It fails not yet, but Nourishes in thee 
And in thy sons, fair slips of such a stock. 
Ihen, father Salisbury, kneel we together. 
And in this private plot be we the first 
That shall sahitc our rightful sovereign 
With honour of his birthright to the crw)wn. 
Both. Long live our sovereign Richard, 
England’s King! 

York. We thank you, lords. But 1 am 
not your king 

Till I be crown’d, and that my sw^ord be 
stain’d 

With heart-blood of the house of Lancaster; 
And that’s not suddenly to be perform'd, 
But with advice and silent secrecy. 

Do you as I do in these dangerous days : 
Wink at the Duke of Suffolk’s insolence. 

At Beaufort’s pride, at Somerset’s ambi¬ 
tion. 

At Buckingham, and all the crew of them, 
Jill tiicy have snar’d the shepherd of the 
flock. 

That virluous prince, the good Duke 
Humphrey ; 

*Tis that they seek ; and they, in seeking 
that. 

Shall find their deaths, if York can 
prophesy. 

Sal. My lord, break we olT *, we know 
your mind at full. 

War. My heart assures me that the Earl 
of Warwick 

Shall one day make the Duke of York a 
king. r; 

York. And, Nevil, this 1 do assure myself. 
Richard shall live to make the Earl of 
Warwick 

The greatest man in England but the King. 

[Exeuid. 

Scene III. London. A hall of justice. 

Sound trumpets. Enter the King and Slate : 
the Queen, Gloucestkk, York, Sui- 
FOLK, and Salisbury, with Guard, to 
banish the Duchess. Enter, guarded, the 
Duchess of Gloucester, Margery 
JouRDAiN, Hume, Southwell, and 
Bolingbroke. 

King. Stand forth, Dame Eleanor Cob- 
ham, Gloucester’s wife: 

In sight of God and us, your guilt is great; 
Receive the sentence of the law for sin.s 
Such as by God's book are adjudg'd to 
death. 4 

You four, from hence to prison back again ; 
From thence unto the place of execution ; 
The witch in Smithlield shall be burnt to 
ashes. 


And you three shall be strangled cn the 
gallows. 

You, madam, for you are more nobly born, 
Despoiled of your honour in your life, iv 
Shall, after three days' open penance done. 
Live in your country here in banishment 
With Sir John Stanley in the Isle of Man. 

Duch. Welcome is banishment; welcome 
were my death. 

Glo. Eleanor, the law, thou seest, hath 
judged thee. j") 

1 cannot justify whom the law condemns. 

[Expunf the Duchess and the other 
prisoners, guarded. 

.Mine eyes are full of tears, my heart of 
grief. 

Ah, Humphrey, this dishonour in thine age 
vV’ill bring thv head with sorrow to the 
ground ! u) 

I bCsSeech yojir Ma jesty give me leave to go ; 
Sorrow' would solace, and mine age would 
ease. 

King. Stav, Humphrey Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter ; ere thou go, 

(iive up tny start ; Henry will to himself 
I^rotcctor be ; and God shall be my hope, 
My stay, my guide, and lantern to my feet. 
And go in peace, Humphrey, no less belov’d 
Than when thou weri; Protector to thy 
King. -7 

Queen. I sec no reason why a king of years 
SiuHiId he to be protected like a child. 

God and King Henry govern England’s 
realm I :io 

vJivc up your staff, sir, and the King his 
realm. 

GZo. My staff! Here, noble Henry, is my 
statf. 

As willingly do I the same resign 
As ere thy father Henry made it mine; 
And even as willingly at thy feet 1 leave it 
As others WvHikl ambitiously receive it. s'» 
i^'arcwell, good King ; wlicn I am dead and 
gone. 

May honourable peace attend thy tlironc ! 

[Exit. 

Queen. Why, nov/ is Henry King, and 
Margaret Queen, 

And Humpurey Duke of Gloucester scarce 
himself, 

That bears so shrewd a maim : two pulls at 
once— 

His lady banish’d and a limb lopp’d off. 
This staff of honour raugiit, there let it 
stand 

Where it best fits to be, in Henry's hand. 

Suf. Thus droops this lofty pine and 
hangs his sprays ; 45 

Thus Eleanor's pride dies in her youngest 
days. 

York. Lords, let him go. Please it your 
Majesty, 

This is the day appointed for the combat; 
And ready are the appellant and defendant, 
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The armourer and his man, to enter the 
lists, 

So please your Highness to behold the 
fight. 

Queen. Ay, good my lord ; for purposely 
therefore 

Left I the court, to see this quarrel 
tried. 

King. A God’s name, see the lists and all 
things fit; 

Here let them end it, and God defend the 
right! sf) 

York. I never saw a fellow worse bested. 
Or more afraid to fight, than is the 
appellant. 

The servant of this armourer, my lords. 

Enter ai one door, Hornf.h, the Armouret, 
and his Neighbours, drinking to him so 
much that he is drunk ; and he enters 
with a drum before him and his staff with 
a sand-bag fastened to it ; and at the 
other door PfiTER, his man, with a drum 
and sand-bag, and Prentices drinking to 
him. 

1 Neigh. Here, neighbour Horner, I drink 
to you in a cup of sack ; and fear not, 
neighbour, you shall do well enough. <>? 

2 Neigh. And here, neighbour, here’s a 
cup of charneco. 

3 Neigh. And here’s a pot of good double 

beer, neighbour; drink, and fear not your 
man. <’■ 

Hor. Let it come, i’ faith, and I’ll pledge 
you all; and a fig for Peter ! 

1 Pren. Here, Peter, 1 drink to thee ; and 
be not afraid. 

2 Pren. Be merry', Peter, and fear not thy 
master ; fight for cretlit of the prentices. 7 » 

Peter. I thank you all. Drink, and pray 
for me, I prav you ; for I think 1 have 
taken my last draught in this world. Here, 
Robin, an if 1 die, I give thee my apron ; 
and. Will, thou shalt have my hammer; 
and here, lorn, take all the money that I 
have. O Lord bless me. I pray God I for 1 
am never able to deal with my master, he 
hath learnt so much fence already. 

Sal. Come, leave your drinking and fall to 
blows. Sirrah, what’s thy name ? 

Peter. Peter, forsooth. 

Sal. Peter ? What more ? 

Peter. Thump. 8 .^ 

Sal. Ihump ? Then see thou thump thy 
master well. 

Hor. Masters, I am come hither, as it 
were, upon my man’s instigation, to prove 
him a knave and myself an honest man; 
and touching the Duke of York, I will take 
my death I never meant him any ill, nor 
the King, nor the Queen; and therefore, 
Peter, have at thee with a downright blow ! 
York, Dispatch—this knave’s tongue 
begins to double. 9^ 


Sound, trumpets, alarum to the com¬ 
batants ! [Alarum. They fight, and 
Peter strikes him down. 
Hor. Hold, Peter, hold I 1 confess, I 
confess treason. [Dies. 

York. Take away his weapon. Fellow, 
thank God, and the good wine in thy 
master’s way. 95 

Peter. O God, have I overcome mine 
enemies in this presence ? O Peter, thou 
hast prevail’d in right! 

King. Go, take hence that traitor from 
our sight, 

For by his death we do perceive his 
guilt; 

And God in justice hath reveal’d to us 
The truth and innocence of this poor fellow, 
Which he had thought to have murder’d 
wrongfully. 

Come, fellow, follow us for thy reward. 

[Sound a flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene IV. London. A street. 

Enter Duke Humphrey and his Men, in 
mourning cloaks. 

Glo. Thus sometimes hath the brightest 
day a cJcuid, 

And after summer evermore succeeds 
Barren winter, with his wrathful nipping 
cold ; 

So cares and joys abound, as seasons fleet. 
Sirs, what’s o’clock ? 

Serr. Ten, my lord. s 

Glo. Ten is the hour that was appointed 
me 

To watch the coming of my punish'd 
duchess. 

Uneath may she endure the flinty streets 
Fo tread them with her tender-feeling feet. 
Sweet Nell, ill can thy noble mind abrook lo 
Tile abject people gazing on thy face, 

With envious looks, laughing at thy shame, 
That erst did follow thy proud chariot 
wheels 

When thou didst ride in triumph through 
the streets. 

But, soft! 1 think she comes, and I’ll 
prepare J5 

My tcar-stain’d eyes to see her miseries. 

Enter the Duchess of Gloucester in a 
white sheet, and a taper burning in her 
hand, with Sir John Stanley, the 
Sheriff, and Officers. 

Serv. So please your Grace, we’ll take her 
from the sheriff. 

Glo. No, stir not for your lives; let her 
pass by. 

Duch. Come you, my lord, to see my open 
shame ? 

Now thou dost penance too. Look how 
they gaze! ao 

See how the giddy multitude do point 
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And nod their heads and throw their eyes 
on thee! 

Ah, Gloucester, hide thee from their hateful 
looks, 

And, in thy closet pent up, rue my shame 
And ban thine enemies, both mine and 
thine! 

Glo. Be patient, gentle Nell; forget this 
grief. 

Duch, All, Gloucester, teach me to forget 
myself! 

For whilst 1 think I am thy married wife 
And thou a prince. Protector of this land, 
Methinks 1 should not thus bo led along, <> 
Mail'd up in shame, with papers on my 
back, 

And follow'd with a rabble that rejoice 
To see my tears and hear my deep-fet 
groans. 

The ruthless flint doth cut my tender feet. 
And when I start, the envious people laugh 
And bid me be advised how 1 tread. < 
Ah, Humphrey, can I bear this shameful 
yoke ? 

Trowest thou that e'er I’ll look upon the 
world 

Or count them happy that enjoy the sun ? 
No ; dark shall be my light and night my 
day; e 

To think upon my pomp shall be my hell. 
Sometime I’ll say 1 am Duke Humphrey's 
wife, 

And he a prince, and ruler of the land ; 

Yet so he rul'd, and such a prince he w'as, 
As he stood by whilst I, his forlorn duchess, 
Was made a w onder and a pointing-stock 
To every idle rascal follower. 

But be thou mild, and blush not at my 
shame, 

Nor stir at nothing till the axe of death 
Hang over thee, as sure it shortly will. '• 
For Suffolk—he that can do all in all 
With her that hateth thee and hates us all— 
And York, and impious Beaufort, that false 
priest, 

Have all lim’d bushes to betray thy wings. 
And, fly thou how thou canst, they’ll tangle 
thee. 

But fear not thou until thy foot be snar’d. 
Nor never seek prevention of thy foes. 

Glo. Ah, Nell, forbear I Thou aimest all 
awry. 

I must offend belbre 1 be attainted ; 

And had 1 twenty times so many foes, 

And each of them had twenty times their 
power. 

All these could not procure me any scathe 
So long as I am loyal, true, and crimclcss. 
Would St have me rescue thee from this 
reproach ? 

Why, yet thy scandal were not wip’d away, 
But I in danger for the breach of law. 

Thy greatest help is quiet, gentle Nell. 

1 pray thee sort thy heart to patience; 


These few days’ wonder will be quickly 
worn. 

Enter a Herald. 

Her, 1 summon your Grace to his 
Majesty’s Parliament, 

Holden at Bury the first of this next month. 

Glo. And my consent ne’er ask’d herein 
before! / ^ 

This is close dealing. Well, I will be there. 

[Exit Herald. 

My Nell, I take my leave—and, master 
sheriff, 

Let not her penance exceed the King’s 
commission. 75 

Sher. An’t please your Grace, here my 
commission stays ; 

And Sir John Stanley is appointed now 
To take her with him to the Isle of Man. 

Glo. Must you, Sir John, protect mv lady 
here ? 

Stan, So am 1 given in charge, may’t 
please your Grace. 8 o 

Glo, Entreat her not the worse in that I 
pray 

You use her well; the world may laugh 
again, 

And I may live to do you kindness if 
You do it her. And so. Sir John, farewell. 

Duch. What, gone, my lord, and bid me 
not farewell I 

Glo. Witness my tears, I cannot stay to 
speak. 

[Exeunt Gloucester and Servants. 

Duch. Art thou gone too ? All comfort go 
with thee! 

For none abides with me. My joy is death— 
Death, at whose name I oft have been 
afeard. 

Because I wish'd this world’s eternity, 
Stanley, I prithee go, and take me hence ; 
1 care not whither, for 1 beg no favour. 
Only convey me where thou art com¬ 
manded. 

Stan. Why, madam, that is to the Isle of 
Man, 

There to be us’d according to your state, os 

Duch. That’s bad enough, for 1 am but 
reproach— 

And shall I then be us’d reproachfully ? 

Stan. Like to a duchess and Duke 
Humphrey's lady; 

According to that state you shall be us’d. 

Duch, Sheriff, farewell, and better than 
I fare, 

Although thou hast been conduct of my 
shame. 

Sher. It is my office; and, madam, 
pardon me. 

Duch. Av, ay, farewell; thy office is 
discharg'd. 

Come, Stanley, shall we go ? 

Stan. Madam, your penance done, throw 
off tills sheet, ^^5 
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And go we to attire you for our journey. 
Duch* My shame will not be shifted with 
my sheet. 

No, it will hang upon my richest robes 
And show itself, attire me how 1 can. lo, 
Go, lead the way ; I long to see my prison. 

lExemd. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. The Abbey at Bury St. Edmunds. 

Sound a sennet. Enter the King, the Qi?fen, 
Cardinal, Slfiolk, York, Blcking- 
HAM, Salisblry, and Warwick, to tht 
Parliament. 

King. I muse my Lord of Gloucester is 
not come. 

'Tis not his wont to be the hindmost man, 
Whate’er occasion keeps him from us now. 
Queen. Can you not see, or w'ill ye not 
observe i 

The strangeness of his alter'd countenance ? 
With what a majesty he bears himself; 
J-fow insolent of late he is become. 

How proud, how peremptory, and unlike 
himself ? 

We know the time since he was mild and 
affable. 

And if we did but glance a far-o(f look 
Immediately he was upon his knee, 

That all the court achnir'd him for sub¬ 
mission. 

But meet him now and be it in the morn. 
When every one will give the time of day, 
He knits his brow and shows an angry eye 
And passeth by with stilt unbowed knee. 
Disdaining duty that to us belongs. k 
Small curs are not regarded when they grin. 
But great men tremble when the lion roars. 
And Humphrey is no little man in England. 
First note that he is near you in descent. 
And should you fall he is the next will 
mount; 2; 

Me seemeth, then, it is no policy— 
Respecting what a rancorous mind he hears, 
Anu his advantage following your decease— 
That he should conic about your royal 
person 

Or be admitted to your Highness' Council. 
By flattery hath he won the commons’ 
hearts; 

And wdien he please to make commotion, 
'Tis to be fear’d they all will follow him. 3' 
Now 'tis the spring, and weeds arc shallow- 
rooted ; 

SutFer them now, and they'll o'ergrow the 
garden 

And choke the herbs for want of husbandry. 
The reverent care I bear unto my lord 
Made me collect these dangers in the Duke. 
If it be fond, call it a woman’s fear ; 36 

Which fear if better reasons can supplant, 
I v/ill subscribe, and say I wrong'd the 
Duke. 


My Ford of Suffolk, Buckingham, and 
York, 

Reprove my allegation if you can, 40 
Or else conclude my words effectual. 

Suf. Well hath your Highness seen into 
this duke; 

And had I first been put to speak my mind, 
I think I should have told your Grace’s tale. 
The Duchess, by his subofnatioii, is 

Upon my life, began her devilish practices ; 
Or if he were not privy to those faults, 

Yet by reputing of his high descent— 

As next the King he was successive heir— 
And such high vaunts of his nobility, ,*>0 
Did instigate the bedlam brainsick Duchess 
By wicked means to frame our sovereign’s 
fall. 

Smooth runs the water where the brook is 
deep. 

And in his simple show he harbours 
treason. 

I he fox barks not when he would steal the 
iamb. 

No, no, my sovereign, Gloucester is a man 
Unsounded yet, and full of deep deceit. 

Cur. Did he not, contrary to form of law. 
Devise strange deaths for small offences 
done ? 

York. And did he not, in his protector¬ 
ship, f'l 

Levy great sums of money through the 
realm 

For soldiers' pay iu France, and never sent 
it ? 

By means whereof the towns each day 
revolted. 

Buck. Tut, these arc petty faults to faults 
unknown 

Which time will bring to light in smooth 
Duke Humphrey. < 

King. My lords, at once: the care you 
have of us, 

To mow down thorns that would annoy our 
foot, 

Is worthy praise; but shall I speak my 
conscience ? 

Our kinsman Gloucester is as innocent »^ 
From meaning treason to our royal person 
As is the sucking lamb or harmless dove: 
The Duke is virtuous, mild, and too well 
given 

To dream on evil or to work my downfall. 

Queen. Ah, what’s more dangerous than 
this fond affiance ? 

Seems he a dove ? His feathers are but 
borrow’d, 7:^ 

F’or he's disposed as the hateful raven. 

Is he a lamb ? His skin is surely lent him. 
For he's inclin’d as is the ravenous wolf. 
Who cannot steal a shape that means 
deceit ? 

Take heed, my lord ; the welfare of us all 
Hangs on the cutting short that fraudful 
man. 
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Enter Somerset. 

Som. All health unto my gracious 
sovereign 1 

King. Welcome, Lord Somerset. What 
news from France ? 

Som. That all your interest in those 
territories 

Is utterly bereft you ; all is lo*?!. 85 

King. Cold news. Lord Somerset: but 
God’s will be done I 

York. lAside) Cold news for me; for 1 
had hope of France 

As firmly as I hope for fertile Ensland. 
'Ihus are my blossoms blasted in the bud. 
And caterpillars cat my leaves away ; 

But 1 will remedy this gear ere long. 

Or sell my title for a glorious grave. 

Enter Gloucester, 

Glo. All happiness unto my lord the 
King ! 

Pardon, my liege, that I have stay’d so 
long. 

Suf. Nay, Gloucester, know that thou art 
come too soon, 

Unless thou wert more loval than thou art. 
1 do arrest thee of high treason here. 

Glo. Well, Su/lolk, thou shalt not see me 
blush 

Nor change my countenance for this arrest: 
A heart unspotted is not easily daunted, n* 

7 he purest spring is not so free Irom mud 
As I am clear from treason to my sovereign. 
Who can accuse me ? VV’herein am I guilty ? 

York, ’lis thought, my lord, that you 
took liribcs of France 
And, being Protector, stay’d the soldiers’ 
pay; 

By means whereof his Highness hath lost 
France. 

C*o. Is it but thought so ? What are they 
that f lunk it ? 

I never robb'd the soKliers of their pay 
Nor ever had one penny bribe trom France. 
So help me God, as 1 have watch’d the 
night— 

Ay, niglit by night—in studying good for 
England I 

That doit that e’er I wrested from the King, 
C)r any groat I hoarded to my use, 

Be brought against me at my trial-day I 
No; many a pound of mine own proper 
store, j 13 

Because I would not tax the needy com¬ 
mons, 

Have t dispursed to the garrisons, 

And never ask'd for re>titution. 

Car. It serves you well, my lord, to say 
so much. 

Ch. I say no more than truth, $0 help me 
God! i-o 

York. In your protectorship you did 
devise 


Strange tortures for oftenders, never heard 
of, 

That England was defam’d by tyranny. 

Glo. Why, ’tis well known that whiles I 
was Protector 

Pity was all the fault that was in me ; 135 
For I should melt at an offender’s tears, 
And lowly words were ransom for their 
fault. 

Unless it were a bloody murderer, 

Or foul felonious thief that fleec’d poor 
passengers, 

1 never ga\'e tliem condign punishment. i o 
Murder indeed, that bloody sin, 1 tortur’d 
Above the felon or u'hat trespass else. 

Suf. My lord, these faults arc easy, quickly 
answer’d ; 

But mightier crimes are laid unto your 
charge, 1 4 

Whereof you cannot easily purge yourself, 

I do arrest you in his Higimess’ name, 

And here commit you to my Lord Cardinal 
lo keep until your further time of trial. 

King. My Lord of Gloucester, ’tis my 
special hope 

That you will clear yourself from all 
SLispence. i.»i> 

Mv consv ieiice tells me you are innocent. 

Glo. Ah, gracious lord, these days arc 
dangerous! 

Virtue is chok’d with foul ambition, 

And charity cixas’d hence by rancour’s 
hand ; 

Foul subornation is predominant, 

And equity exii d your llieimess’ land, 
f know their complot is to have my life ; 
And it mv death might make this island 
happy 

And prove the period of their tyranny, 

I woulii expend it with all tvilllngness. i-'o 
But mine is made the prologue to their 
play; 

For thousands more that yet suspect no 
peril 

Will nor conclude their plotted tragedy. 
Beaiitort’s red sparkling eyes blab his 
heart’s malice, tsi 

And SufloUv’s cloudy brow his stormv hate ; 
Sliarp Buckingham unburdens with his 
tongue 

The envious load that lies upon his heart; 
And dogged York, that reaches at the moon, 
Whose overweening arm 1 have pluck’d 
back, 

By false accuse doth level at my life, 

And you, my sovereign iadv, with the rest, 
Causeless have laid di'igraces on rny head, 
And with your best endeavour have stirr’d 
up 

My liefest liege to be mine enemy; 

Ay, all of you have laid your heads to¬ 
gether— 165 

Myself had notice of your conventicles— 
And all to make away my guiltless life, 
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1 shall not want false witness to condemn 
me 

Nor store of treasons to augment my guilt. 
The ancient proverb will be well effected: 
*A staff is quickly found to beat a dog *. v’l 

Car, Mv liege, his railing is intolerable. 

If those that care to keep your royal person 
From treason’s secret knife and traitor’s 
rage 

Be thus upbraided, chid, and rated at. 17 - 
And the offender granted scope of speech. 
’Twill make them cool in zeal unto your 
Grace. 

Suf. Hath he not twit our sovereign lady 
here 

With ignominious words, though clerkly 
couch'd, 

As if she had subonied some to swear 
False allegations to o’erthrow his state ? 

Queen. But 1 can give the loser leave to 
chide. 

Glo. Far truer spoke than meant: I lose 
indeed. 

Beshrew the winners, for they play’d me 
talse! 

And well such losers may have leave to 
speak. 

Buck. He’ll wrest the sense, and hold us 
here all day. 

Lord Cardinal, he is your prisoner. 

Car. Sirs, take away the Duke, and gtiard 
him sure, 

Glo. Ah, thus King Henry throws away 
his crutch 

Before his legs be firm to bear his body ! i ^ 
Thus is the shepherd beaten from thy 
side. 

And wolves are gnarling who shall gnaw 
thee first. 

Ah, that my fear were false! ah, that it 
were ! 

For, good King Henr>% thy decay I fear. 

[Ft if, gttaraed. 

King. My lords, what to your wisdoms 
seemeth best ! 

Do or undo, as if ourself were here. 

Queen. What, will your Highness leave 
the Parliament ? 

King. Av. Margaret; my heart is 
drown’d with grief, 

W’hose flood begins to flow within mine 
eyes; 

My body round engirt with misery— 200 

For what's more miserable than discontent? 
Ah. uncle Humphrey, in thy face I see 
7 he map of honour, truth, and loyalty! 
And yet, good Humphrey, is the hour to 
come 

That e'er 1 prov'd thee false or fear’d thy 
faith. 205 

What louring star now envies thy estate 
That these great lords, and Margaret our 
Queen, 

Do seek subversion of thy harmless life ? 
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Thou never didst them wrong, nor no man 
wrong; 

And as the butcher takes aw^ay the calf, 31 > 
And binds the wretch, and beats it when 
it strays, 

Bearing it to the bloody slaughter-house. 
Even so, remorseless, have they borne him 
hence; 

And as the dam runs lowing up and down. 
Looking the way her harmless young one 
wTnt, 

And can do nought but wail her darling’s 
loss. 

Even so myself bewails good Gloucester’s 
case 

With sat! unhelpful tears, and with dirnm’d 
eyes 

Look after him, and cannot do him good, 
So mighty are his vowed enemies, 

His fortunes I will weep, and ’twixt each 
groan 

Say ‘ Who’s a traitor ? Gloucester he is 
none’. [ExiL 

Queen. Free lords, cold snow melts with 
the sun’s hot beams : 

Henrv my lord is cold in great affairs, 
loo full of foolish pity ; and Gloucester's 
show 

Beguiles him as the mournful crocodile 
With sorrow snares relenting passengers ; 
Or as the snake, roll’d in a tiow'ring bank, 
With shining checker’d slough, dotlf sting a 
child 

That for the beauty thinks it excellent, 
Believe me, lords, were none more wise 
than 1— 

And yet herein I judge mine own w it good— 
This Gloucester should be quickly rid the 
world 

To rid us from the fear we have of him. 234 
Car. That he should die is worthv policy ; 
But vet we want a colour for his death. 

’ i’ls meet he be condemn'd by course of law. 
Suf. But, in my mind, that were no 
policy: 

The King will labour still to save his life; 
The commons haply rise to savT his life ; ' lo 
And yet we have but trivia! argument. 
More than mistrust, that shows him worthy 
death. 

York, So that, by this, you would not 
have him die. 

Suf. Ah, York, no man alive so fain as 11 
York. 'Tis York that hath more reason 
for his death. 245 

But, my Lmd Cardinal, and you, my Lord 
of Suffolk, 

Say as you think, and speak it from your 
souls: 

Were’t not all one an empty eagle were 
set 

To guard the chicken from a hungry kite 
As place Duke Humphrey for the King's 
Protector ? ajo 



Scene 1] KING HENRY THE SIXTH-^PART TWO 


Queen. So the poor chicken should be 
sure of death, 

Siif. Madam, 'tis true; and were't not 
madness then 

To make the fv>x surveyor of the fold ? 
Who being accus'd a crafty murderer. 

His guilt should be but idly posted over, .•55 
Because his purpose is not executed. 

No ; let him die, in that he is a fox, 

By nature prov'd an enemy to the Hock, 
Before his chaps be stain'd with crimson 
blood, 

As Humphrey, prov'd by reasons, to my 
liege. 

And do not stand on quillets how^ to slay 
him ; 

Be it by gins, by snares, by subtlety, 
v^Iecping or waking, 'tis no matter how. 

So he be dead ; tor that is good deceit 
Which mates him first that tirst intends 
deceit, 

Queen. Thrice-noble Suffolk, 'tis resolutely 
spoke. 

Suf, Not resolute, except so much were 
done, 

For things are often spoke and seldom 
meant; 

But that my heart accordeth with my 
tongue, 

Seeing the deed is meritorious, 

And to preserve my sovereign from his foe, 
Say but the word, and 1 will be his priest. 

Car, But I would have him dead, my 
Lord of Suflolk, 

Ere you can take due orders for a priest; 
Say you consent and censure well the deed. 
And ril provide his executioner— 

1 tender so the safety of my liege. 

Suf. Here is my hand the deed is worthy 
doing. 

Queen. And so say 1. 

York. And I. And now we three have 
spoke it, 2 !^** 

It skills not greatly who impugns our doom. 

Enter a Post. 

Post. Great lords, from Ireland am I come 
amain 

To signify that rebels there are up 
And put the Englishmen unto the sword. 
Send succours, lords, and stop the rage 
betime, 

Before the wound do grow uncurablc; 

For, being green, there is great hope of 
help. 

Car. A breach that craves a quick ex¬ 
pedient stop! 

What counsel give you in this weighty 
cause ? 

York. That Somerset be sent as Regent 
thither; 2,0 

*Tls meet that lucky ruler be employ'd. 
Witness the fortune he hath had in France. 

Som. If York, with all his far-fet policy, 

22 


Had been the Regent there instead of me, 
He never would have stay'd in France so 
long. 

York. No, not to lose it all as thou hast 
done. 

I rather would have lost my life betimes 
Ilian bring a burden of dishonour home 
By staying there so long till all were lost. 
Show me one scar character’d on thv skin : 
Men’s flesh preserv'd so whole do seldom 
win. .ioi 

Queen. Nay then, this spark will prove a 
raging tire, 

If wind and fuel be brought to feed it with ; 
No more, good York; sweet Somerset, be 
still. 

Thy fortune, York, hadst thou been Regent 
there, 3 * 5 

Might happily have prov’d far w'orse than 
his. 

York. What, worse than nought ? Nay, 
then a shame take a!I! 

Som. And in the number, thee that 
wishest shame! 

Car. My Lord of York, try what your 
fortune is. 

Th' uncivil kerns of Ireland are in arms uo 
And temper clay w ith Mood of Englishmen; 
To Ireland will you lead a band of men, 
Collected choicely, from each county some, 
And try your hap against the Irishmen ? 

York. I will, my lord, so please his 
Majesty. 

Suf. Why, our authority is his consent, 
And what we do establish he confirms ; 
Then, noble York, take thou this task in 
hand. 

York. 1 am content; provide me 
soldiers, lords, 

Whiles 1 take order for mine own aflfairs. 320 

Suf. A charge, Lord York, that I will see 
perform’d. 

But now return we to the false Duke 
Humphrey. 

Car. No more of him; for I will deal 
with him 

That henceforth he shall trouble us no more. 
And so break oft ; tbc day is almost spent. 
Lord Suffolk, you and I must talk of that 
event. 

York. My Lord of Suffolk, within four¬ 
teen days 

At Bristol I expect my soldiers ; 

For there I'll ship them all for Ireland. 

Suf. I'll sec it truly done, my Lord of 
York. [Exeunt all but York. 

York. Now', York, or never, steel thy 
fearful thoughts 33 ^ 

And change misdoubt to resolution ; 

Be that thou hop'st to be; or what thou art 
Resign to death—it is not worth th* en¬ 
joying. 

Let palc-fac'd fear keep with the mean- 
born man 335 
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And find no harbour in a royal heart. 
Faster than spring-time show'rs comes 
thought on thought. 

And not a thought but thinks on dignity. 
My brain, more busy than the labouring 
spider. 

Weaves tedious snares to trap mine ene¬ 
mies. .v »0 

Well, nobles, well, 'tis politicly done 
To send me packing with an host of men. 
I fear me you but warm the starved snake, 
Who, cherish'd in your breasts, will sting 
your hearts. 

'Twas men 1 lack’d, and you will give them 
me; 

I take it kindly. Yet be well assur'd 
You put sharp weapons in a madman's 
hands. 

Whiles I in Ireland nourish a mighty band. 
1 will stir up in England some black storm 
Shall blow ten thousand souls to heaven 
or hell; 

And this fell tempest shall not cease to rage 
Until the golden circuit on my head, 

Like to the glorious sun's transparent 
beams. 

Do calm the fury of this mad-bred flaw. 
And for a minister of my intent iv. 

I have seduc’d a headstrong Kentishman, 
John Cade of Ashford, 

To make commotion, as full well he can. 
Under the title of John Mortimer. 

In Ireland have I seen this stubborn Cade 
OppOsSC himself against a troop of kerns. 
And fought so long till that his thighs with 
darts 

Were almost like a sharp-quill’d porpentine; 
And in the end being rescu’d, I have 
seen 

Him caper upright like a wild Morisco, v- 
Shaking the bloody darts as he his bells. 
Full often, like a shag-hair’d crafty kern. 
Hath he conversed with the enemy, 

And undiscover’d come to me again 
And given me notice of their villainies, r* 
This devil here shall be my substitute : 

For that John Mortimer, which now is dead, 
In face, in gait, in speech, he doth resemble. 
By this I shall perceive the commons’ 
mind. 

How they afiect the house and claim of 
York. ^ 7 ^ 

Say he be taken, rack’d, and tortured; 

1 know no pain they can indict upon him 
Will make him say 1 mov'd him to those 
arms. 

Say that he thrive, as 'tis great like he will. 
Why, then from Ireland come I with my 
strength, 380 

And reap the harvest which that rascal 
sow’d; 

For Humphrey being dead, as he shall be. 
And Henry put apart, the next for me. 

lExh. 


Scene 11. Bury St Edmunds, A room of 
state. 

Enter two or three Murderers running* over 
the stage, from the murder of Puke 
Humphrey. 

1 Mur. Run to my Lord of Suffolk ; let 

him know 

We have disp:^tch’d the Duke, as he com¬ 
manded. 

2 Mur. O that it were to do I What have 

we done ? 

Didst ever hear a man so penitent 7 
Enter Suffolk. 

1 Mur, Here comes my lord. s 

Stif. Now, sirs, have you dispatch’d this 
tiling 7 

1 Mur. Ay, my good lord, he's dead. 
Suf, Why, that’s well said. Go, get you 
to my house; 

I will reward you for this venturous deed. 

The King and all the peers arc here at hand. 

Have you laid fair the bed 7 Is all things 
well, J * 

According as I gave directions 7 
1 Mur. ’Tis, my good lord. 

Suf. Away ! be gone. [Exeunt Murderers, 

Sound trumpets. Enter the King, ihe Queen, 
Cardinal, Somerset, with Attendants. 
King. Go call our uncle to our presence 
straight; >5 

Say we intend to try his Grace to-day, 

If he be guilty, as ’tis published. 

Suf, I'll call him presently, my noble 
lord. [Exit, 

King. Lords, take your places ; and, I 
pray you all. 

Proceed no straiter 'gainst our uncle 
Gloucester 

Than from true evidence, of good esteem, 

He be approv’d in practice culpable. 
Queen, God forbid any malice should 
prevail 

That faultless may condemn a nobleman! 

Pray God he may acquit him of suspicion! 
King. 1 thank thee, Meg; these words 
content me much. 2 '’ 

Re-enler Suffolk. 

How now ! Why look’st thou pale 7 Why 
tremblest thou 7 

Where is our uncle 7 What's the matter, 
Siifl'olk 7 

Suf, Dead in his bed, my lord ; Glouces¬ 
ter is dead. 

Queen. Marry, God forfend ! 

Car. God'.s secret judgment 1 I did dream 
to-night 

The Duke was dumb and could not speak a 
word, [The King smons. 

Queen, How fares my lord 7 Help, lords ! 
The King is dead. 
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Som. Rear up liis body ; wring liim by 
the nose. 

Qweffi. Run. go, help, help! O Henry, 
ope thine eyes 1 3"> 

Suf. He cloth re\ ive again ; madam, be 
patient. 

King, O heavenly God ! 

Queen, How fares my gracious lord ? 

Suf. Comfort, my sovereign ! Gracious 
Henry, comfort! 

King. What, doth my Lord of Suffolk 
comfort me ? 

Came he rigJR now to sing a raven's note, 40 
Whose dismal tune bereft my vital pow’rs ; 
And thinks he that the chirping of a wren. 
By crying comfort from a hollow' breast. 
Can chase aw'ay the first conccivevl sound ? 
Hide not thy poison with such sug’red 
w ^rds; 

Lay not thy hands on me ; forbear, I say, 
Their touch affrights me as a serpent's 
sting. 

Thou baleful messenger, out of my sight! 
Upon thy eye-balls murderous tyranny 
vSits in grim majesty to fright the world, s 
1 . 00 k not upon me, for thine eyes are 
wounding; 

Yet do not go away ; come, basilisk. 

And kill the innocent gazer with thy sight; 
For in the shade of death I shall find joy— 
In life but double death, now Gloucester’s 
dead. 

Queen. Why do you rate my Lord of 
Suffolk thus ? 

Although the Duke w'as enemy to him, 

Yet he most Christian-like laments his 
death: 

And for myself—foe as he was to me— 
Might liquid tears, or heart-offending 
groans, 

Or blood-consuming sighs, recall his life, 

1 would be blind with weeping, sick with 
groans, 

1 . 00 k pale as primrose with blood-drinking 
sighs. 

And all to have the noble Duke alive. 
What know I how the w'orld may deem of 
me ? < > 

For it IS known we were but hollow friends ; 
It may be judg'd I made the Duke aw'ay ; 
So shall my name with slander's tongue be 
wounded, 

And princes' courts be fill'd with my 
reproach. 

This get 1 by his deatii. Ay me, unhappy I 
To be a queen and crown'd with infamy ! 

King. Ah, woe is me for Gloucester, 
wretched man I 

Queen. Be woe for me, more wretched 
than he is. 

What, dost thou turn away, and hide thy 
face ? 

I am no loathsome leper-—look on me. 75 
What, art thou like the adder waxen deaf ? 


Be poisonous too, and kill thy forlorn 
Queen. 

Is all thy comfort shut in Gloucester’s 
tomb ? 

Why, then Dame Margaret wa.s ne'er thy 
joy. 

Erc'ct his statue and w^orship it, 80 

And make my image hut an alehouse sign. 
Was 1 for this nigh wreck’d upon tlie sea. 
And twice by awkward wind from Eng¬ 
land's bank 

Drove back again unto my native clime ? 
What boded this but well-forewarning wind 
Did seem to say ’ Seek not a scorpion's 
nest, sl. 

Nor set no footing on this unkind shore ’ ? 

What did I then but curs'd the gentle 
gusts. 

And he that loos'd them forth their brazen 
caves ; 

And bid them blow towards England's 
blessed shore, * o 

Or turn our stern upon a dreadful rock ? 
Yet /Eolus would not be a murderer, 

But left tliat hateful oflice unto thee. 

The pretty-vaulting sea refus'd to drown 
me, 

Knowing that thou wouldst have me 

drown'd on shore 

With tears as salt as sea through thy un¬ 
kindness ; 

The splitting rocks cow'r'd in the sinking 
sands 

And would not dash me with their ragged 
sides, 

Because thy flinty heart, more hard than 
they, 

Might in thy palace perish Margaret. loci 
As far as I could ken thy chalky cliffs, 
When from thy shore the tempest beat us 
back, 

1 stood upon the hatches in the storm ; 
And when the dusky sky began to rob 
My earnest-gaping sight of thy land’s view', 
I took a costly jewel from my neck— io<» 
A heart it was, bound in with diamonds— 
And threw it towards thy land. The sea 
receiv’d it; 

And so 1 wish’d thy body might my heart. 
And even with this 1 lost fair England's 
view, j 10 

And bid mine eyes be packing with my 
heart, 

And call’d them blind and dusky spectacles 
For losing ken of Albion's wished coast. 
How often have 1 tempted Suffolk’s 
tongue— 

The agent of thy foul inconstancy— ns 

To sit and witch me, as Ascanius did 
When he to madding Dido would unfold 
His father’s acts commenc'd in burning 
Troy I 

Am 1 not witch'd like her ? Or thou not 
false like him ? 
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Ay me, I can no more! Die, Margaret, lac 
For Henry weeps that thou dost live so long. 

Noise within. Enter Warwick, Salisbury, 
and many Commons. 

War. It is reported, mighty sovereign, 
That good Duke Humphrey traitorously is 
murdTed 

By Sufldlk and the Cardinal Beaufort’s 
means. 

The commons, like an angry hive of bees i 
That want their leader, scatter up and 
down 

And care not who they sting in his revenge. 
Myself have calm’d their spleenful mutiny 
Until they hear the order of his death. 

King. That he is dead, good Warwick, 
’tis too true ; 

But how he died God knows, not Henry. 
Enter his chamber, vie>v his breathless 
corpse, 

And comment then upon his sudden death. 

War. That shall 1 do, my liege. Stay, 
Salisbury, 

W ith the rude multitude till I return, [Exit. 

[Exit Salisbury unlh the Commons. 

King. O Thou that judgest all things, 
stay ray thoughts— 

My thoughts that labour to persuade my 
soul 

Some violent hands were laid on Humph¬ 
rey's life! 

If mv suspect be false, forgive me, God ; 
For judgment only doth belong to Thee. i io 
F'ain would I go to chafe his paly lips 
With twenty thousand kisses and to drain 
Upon his face an ocean of salt teats 
To tell my love unto his dumb deaf trunk ; 
And with my lingers feel his hand un¬ 
feeling; M' 

But all in vam arc these mean ob'ieqiiies ; 
And to survey his dead and earthy image, 
What were it but to make my sorrow 
greater ? 

Bed put forth u ilh the body. Enter Warwick. 

War. Come hither, gracious sovereign, 
view this body. 

King. That is to see how deep my grave 
is made; > 

For with his soul fled all my worldly solace, 
For, seeing him, I see my life in death. 

W'.ir. As surely as my soul intends to live 
With that dread King that took our state 
upon Him i vi 

To free us from his Father’s wrathful curse, 

I do believe that violent hands were laid 
Upon the life of this thricc-famed Duke. 

Suf. A dreadful oath, sworn witii a 
solemn tongue! 

What instance gives Lord Warwick for his 
vow ? 

War. See how the blood is settled in his 
face. , 

644 


Oft have 1 seen a timely-parted ghost, 

Of ashy semblance, meagre, pale, and 
bloodless, 

Being all descended to the labouring heart, 
Who, in the conflict that it holds witti death, 
Attracts the same for aidance 'gainst the 
enemy, 1.5 

Which with tlie heart there cools, and ne'er 
returneth 

To blush and beautify the cheek again. 
But see, his face is black and full of blood ; 
His eye-balls further out than when he 
liv’d, 

Staring full ghastly like a strangled man ; 
His hair uprear'd, his nostril stretch'd 
with struggling ; 

His hands abroad display'd, as one that 
grasp’d 

And tugg'd for life, and was by strength 
subdu’d. 

Look, on the sheets his hair, you see, is 
sticking ; 

His welJ-proportioivd beard made rough 
and rugged, I 's 

Like to the summer's corn by tempest 
lodged. 

It cannot be but he was murd’rcd here : 
he least of all these signs were probable. 
Suf. Why, Warwick, who should do the 
Duke to death ? 

Myself and Beaufort had him in protection; 
And we, I hope, sir, are no murderers, I' l 
War. But both of you were vow’d Duke 
Humphrey’s foe'*; 

And you. for»ootli, had the good Duke to 
keep. 

Tis like you would not feast him like a 
friend ; 

And ’tis well seen he found an enemy, rs.s 
Queen, Then you, belike, suspect these 
noblemen 

As guilty of Duke Humphrey’s timeless 
eJeath. 

War. Who finds the heifer dead and 
bleeding fresh. 

And secs fust by a butcher with an axe. 
Hut will suspect 'twas he that made the 
slaughter ? > 

Wlio finds the partridge in the puttock’s nest 
But may imagine how the bird was dead, 
Although the kite soar with unbJoodied 
beak ? 

Sven so suspicious is this tragedy. 

Queen. Arc you the butcher, Suffolk ? 
Where's your knife ? i >5 

s Beaufort term’d a kite ? Where are his 
talons ? 

Suf. I wear no knife to slaughter sleeping 
men ; 

But here’s a vengeful sword, rusted with 
case, 

[fiat shall be scoured in his rancorous heart 
That slanders me with murder's crimson 
badge. 
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Say, if thou clar’st, proud Lord of Warwick¬ 
shire, 

That I am faulty in Duke Humphrey’s 
death. [Exeunt CarJituih Soincrsd, 
and others. 

War, What dares not Warwick, if false 
Suffolk dare him ? 

Queen, He dares not calm his con- 
tumclioiis spirit. 

Nor cease to be an arroi?ant controller, 20s 
Though Suffolk dare him twenty thousand 
times. 

War. Madam, be still—with reverence 
may I say ; 

For every word you speak in his behalf 
Is slander to your royal dignity. 

Suf, Blunl-witted lord, ignoble in 
demeanour, 210 

If ever lady wrong’d her lord so much, 
Thy mother took into her blaiiielul bed 
Some stern untutor’d churl, and noble slock 
Was graft with crab-tree slip, whose fruit 
thou art, 

And never of the Nevils* noble race. 

War, But that the guilt of murder 
bucklers thee, 

And I should rob the deathsman of his fee, 
Quitting thee thereby of ten thousand 
shames, 

And that my sovereign’s presence makes 
me mild, 

1 would, false murd’rous coward, on thy 
knee 

Make thee beg pardon for thv passed speech 
And say it was thy mother that thou 
mcant’st. 

7 ’hat thou thyself wast born in bastardy ; 
And, after all this tearful homage done, 1 
Give thee thy hire and send thy soul to hell. 
Pernicious blood-sucker of sleeping men. 

Suf, Thou shalt be waking while I shed 
thy blood. 

If from this presence thou dar'st go with 
me. 

War, Away even now, or I will drag thee 
hence. 

Unworthy though thou art, I’ll cope with 
thee, ,0 

And do some service to Duke Humphrey’s 
ghost. lExenuf Suffolk and Warwick, 

Khif^, What stronger breastplate than a 
heart untainted ? 

I’ljrice is he arm’d that hath his quarrel 
just; 

And he but naked, though lock’d up in 
steel, 

Whose conscience with injustice is cor¬ 
rupted. [A Jioise within. 

Queen, What noise is this ? ^3^* 

Reenter Suffolk and Warw^ick, with their 
weapons drami. 

King, Why, how now. lords, your wrath¬ 
ful weapons drawn 


Here in our presence! Dare you be so 
bold ? 

Why, what tumultuous clamour have w^e 
here ? 

Suf, The trait'rous Warwick, with the 
men of Bury, 

Set all upon me, mighty sov^ereign. 

Re-enter Salisbury. 

Sal, [Id the Commons withi?'i] Sirs, stand 
aj)art, the King shall know your 
mind. 

Dread lord, the commons send you word 
by me 

Unless Lord Suffolk straight be done to 
death. 

Or banished fair England’s territories, 15 
rhey will by violence tear him from your 
palace 

And torture him with grievous ling’ring 
death. 

They say by him the good Duke Humphrey 
died ; 

lliey say in him they fear your Highness’ 
death ; 

And mere instinct of love and loyalty, 2^0 
Free from a stubborn opposite intent, 

As being thought to contradict your liking, 
Makes them thus forward in his banish¬ 
ment. 

They say, in care of your most royal person, 
that if your Highness should intend to 
sleep 2,^, 

And charge that no man should disturb 
your rest. 

In pain of your dislike or pain of death. 
Yet, notwithstanding such a strait edict. 
Were there a serpent seen with forked 
tongue 

That slily glided tow^ards your Majesty, ^^>0 
It were but necessary you were wak’d, 
Lest, being sufler’d in that harmful 
slumlxT, 

The mortal worm might make the sleep 
eternal. 

And therefore do they cry, though you 
forbid, 

That they will guard you, vvhe’er you will 
or no. 

From such fell serpents as false Suffolk is; 
W ith w^hose envenomed and fatal sting 
Your loving uncle, twenty times his worth, 
They say, is shamefully bereft of life. 

Commons, [Within] An answer from the 
King, my Lord of Salisbury I 270 

Suf. ’Tis like the commons, rude un- 
polish’d hinds, 

Could send such message to their sov^creign; 
But you, my lord, were glad to be employ’d. 
To show how quaint an orator you are. 
But all the honour Salisbuiy hath won 275 
Is that he was the lord ambassador 
Sent from a sort of tinkers to the King, 

645 



KING HENRY THE SIXTH--PART TWO [Act 3 


Co))2m(>ns. An answer from the 

King, or we w ill all break in 1 

King. Go, Salisbury, and tell them all 
from me 

I thank them for their tender loving care; 
And had I not been cited so by them. 

Yet did I purpose as they do entreat; 

For sure my thoughts do hourly prophesy 
Mischance unto my state by Sudolk’s 
means. 

And therefore by His Majesty I swear, *<5 
Whose far unworthy deputy I am, 

Re shall not breathe infection in this air 
But three days longer, on the pain of death. 

[Hxd Salisbury. 

Queen. O Henrv, let me plead for gentle 
Suffolk ! 

King. Ungentle Queen, to call him gentle 
Suffolk ! 

No more, I say ; if thou dost plead for him. 
Thou wilt but add increase unto my wrath. 
Had 1 but said, I would have kept my 
word; 

But when I swear, it is irrevocable. 

If after three days' space thou here be'st 
found 

On any ground that I am ruler of, 

The w’orld shall not be ransom for thy life. 
Come, Warwick, come, good Warwick, go 
with me; 

1 have great matters to impart to thee. 

[Hxeimi all but Queen and Suffolk. 

Queen. Mischance and sorrow go along 
with you ! 

Heart’s discontent and sour affliction 
Be playfellows to keep you company I 
There’s two of you; the devil make a 
third, 

And threefold vengeance tend upon your 
steps! 

Suf. Cease, gentle Queen, these execra¬ 
tions, 

And let thy Suffolk take his heavy leave. 

Queen. Fie, coward woman and soft¬ 
hearted wretch. 

Hast thou not spirit to curse thine enemy ? 

Suf, A plague upon them! Wherefore 
should I curse them ? 

Would curses kill as doth the mandrake’s 
groan, 

1 w'ould invent as bitter searching terms, 

As curst, as harsh, and horrible to hear. 
Deliver’d strongly through my fixed teeth, 
With full as many signs of deadly liate, 

As lean-fac'd Envy in her loathsome cave. 
My tongue should stumble in mine earnest 
words, 

Mine eyes should sparkle like the beaten 
flint, 

Mine hair be hx’d an end, as one distract; 
Ay, every joint should seem to curse and 
ban; 

And even now my burden’d heart would 
break, -iso 
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Should 1 not curse them. Poison be their 
drink ! 

Gall, worse than gall, the daintiest that 
they taste! 

Their sweetest shade a grove of cypress 
trees I 

Their chiefest prospect murd*ring basilisks! 
Their softest touch as smart as lizards' 
stings! 

Their music frightful as the serpent's hiss, 
And boding screech-owls make the consort 
full! 

All the foal terrors in dark-seated hell— 

Queen. Enough, sweet Suffolk, thou 
torment'st thyself; 

And these dread curses, like the sun 'gainst 
glass, j :;o 

Or like an overcharged gun, recoil, 

And turns the force of them upon thyself. 

Suf. You bade me ban, and will you 
bid me leave ? 

Now, by the ground that I am banish’d 
from, 

Well could I curse away a w inter's night, v > 
Though standing naked on a mountain top 
Where biting cold would never let grass 
grow, 

And think it but a minute spent in sport. 

Queen. O, let me entreat thee cease 1 Give 
me thy hand, > 1 

That I may dew it w ith my mournful tears; 
Nor let the rain of heaven wet this place 
To wash away my woeful monuments. 

O, could this kiss he printed in thy hand, 
That thou might'st think upon these by the 
seal. 

Through whom a thousand sighs are 
breath’d for thee 1 

So, get thee gone, that I may know my 
grief; 

'Tis but surmis’d whiles thou art standing 
by% 

As one that surfeits thinking on a want. 

I will repeal thee or, be well assur’d. 
Adventure to be banished myself; > 

And banished I am, if but from thee. 

Go, speak not to me; even now he gone. 
O, go not yet! Even thus two friends con¬ 
demn’d 

Embrace, and kiss, and take ten thousand 
leaves. 

Leather a hundred times to part than die. 
Yet now, farewell; and farewell life with 
thee! 

Suf. Thus is poor Suffolk ten times 
banished, 

Once by the King and three times thrice 
by thee. 

Tis not the land I care for, wert thou 
thence; 

A wrildcrness is populous enough, > 

So Suffolk had thy heavenly company ; 

For where thou art, there is the world itself, 
With every several pleasure in the world; 
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Scene 2] 

And where thou art not, desolation. :if «4 
I can no more : Live thou to joy thy life ; 
Myself no joy in nought but that thou liv'st. 

Enter Vavs, 

Queen. Whither goes Vaux so fast ? What 
news, 1 prithee ? 

Vaux. To signify unto his Majesty 
That Cardinal Beaufort is at point of death; 
For suddenly a grievous sickness took him 
That makes him gasp, and stare, and catcli 
the air, ar 

Blaspheming God, and cursing men on 
earth. 

Sometime he talks as if Duke Humphrey's 
ghost 

WT^re by his side ; sometime he calls the 
King 

And whispers to his pillow, as to him. 375 
The secrets of his overcharged soul; 

And 1 am sent to tell his Majesty 
That even now he cries aloud for him. 

Queen. Go tell this heavy message to the 
King. [Exit Vaux. 

Ay me ! W'hat is this world ! What news 
are these I v ^ 

But wherefore grieve 1 at an hour’s poor 

lOvSS, 

Omitting Suffolk's exile, my soul's treasure? 
Why only, Suffolk, mourn I not for thee, 
And with the southern clouds contend in 
tears— 

Theirs for the earth's increase, mine for my 
sorrows ? iSs 

Now get thee hence; the King, thou 
knovv’st, is coming; 

If thou be found by me, tliou art but dead. 

Suf. If I depart from thee I cannot live ; 
And in thy sight to die, what were it else 
But like a pleasant slumber in thy lap ? 
Here could I breathe my soul into the air, 
As mild and gentle as the cradle-babe 
Dying with mother's dug between its lips ; 
Where, from thy sight, I should be raging 
mad 3v\ 

And cr>" out for thee to close up mine eyes, 
To have thee with thy Ups to stop my 
mouth ; 

So shouldst thou either turn my flying soul. 
Or I should breathe it so into thy body, 
And then it liv'd in sweet Elysium, 
lo die by thee were but to die in jest: ioo 
From thee to die were torture more than 
death. 

O, let me stay, befall what may befall! 

Queen. Away! Though parting be a 
fretful corrosive, 

It is applied to a dcathful wound. 

To France, sweet Suffolk. Let me hear from 
thee; 403 

For whereso'er thou art in this world's 
globe 

ril ha\*e an Iris that shall find thee out. 

Suf, I go. 


Queen. And take my heart with thee. 

[She kisses him. 

Suf. A jewel, lock'd into the woefuU’st 
cask 

That ever did contain a thing of worth, 410 
Even as a splitted bark, so sunder we: 

'I his way fall I to death. 

Queen. This way for me. | Exeunt severally. 

SciiNE 111 . London. Cardinal BcauforVs 
bedchamber. 

Enter the King, Salisbury, an ! Warw ick, 
to the Cardinal in bed. 

King. How fares my lord ? Speak, 
Beaufort, to thy sovereign. 

Car. If thou be'st Death I'll give thee 
England's treasure, 

Enough to purchase such another island, 
So thou wilt let me live and feel no pain. 

King. Ah, what a sign it is of evil life s 
Where death's approach is seen so terrible ! 

War. Beaufort, it is thy sovereign speaks 
to thee. 

Car. Bring me unto uiy trial when you 
will. 

Died he not in his bed ? Where >Iiould he 
die ? 

Can I make men live, whe'er they will or 
no ? 13 

O, torture me no more I 1 will confess. 
Alive again ? Then show me where he is ; 
ril give a thousand pound to look upon 
him. 

He hath no eyes, the dust hath blinded 
them. 

Comb down his hair ; look, look 1 it stands 
upright, J5 

like lime>twigs set to catch my winged 
soul! 

Give me some drink ; and hid the apothe¬ 
cary^ 

Bring the strong poison that I bought of 
him. 

King. O Thou eternal Mover of the 
heavens, 19 

Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch 1 
O, f>eat away the busy meddling fiend 
That lays strong siege unto this wretch’s 
soul, 

And from his bosom purge this black 
despair! 

War. See how the pangs of death do 
make him pin. 

Sal. Disturb him not, let him pass 
peaceably. :5 

King. Peace to his soul, if God's good 
pleasure be! 

Lord Card’nal, if thou think'st on heaven's 
bliss, 

Hold up thy hand, make signal of thy 
hope. 

He dies; and makes no sign: O God, 
forgive him I 
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War. So had a death argues a monstrous 
life. .io 

King. Forbear to judge, for we are 
sinners all. 

Close up his eyes, and draw the curtain 
close ; 

And let us all to meditation. [Exeiirih 

ACT FOUR 

ScKNi: I. The coast of Kent. 

Alanini. Tight at sea. Ordnance goes off. 
hnter a Lieutenant, a Shipmaster and 
his Mate, and Walter Whiimore, uidi 
Sailors : Suffolk and other Gentlemen, 
as prisoners, 

Lieut. T’hc gaudy, blabbing, and remorse¬ 
ful day 

Is crept into the bosom of the sea : 

And now loud-howling wolves arouse the 
jades 

That drag the tragic melancholy night; 

Who with their drowsy, slow, and flagging 
wings 

Clip dead men's graves, and from their 
misty jaws 

Breathe foul contagious darkness in the air. 

Therefore bring forth the soldiers of our 
prize; 

For, whilst our pinnace anchors in the 
Downs, 

Here shall they make their ransom on the 
sand, j' 

Or with their blood stain this discoloured 
shore. 

Master, this prisoner freely give I thee ; 

And thou that art his mate make boot of 
this ; 

The other, Walter Whitmore, is thy share. 
1 Gent. What is my ransom, master, let 
me know ? is 

Mast. A thousand crowns, or else lay 
down your head. 

Mate. Anti so much shall you give, or off 
goes yours. 

Lieut. What, tliink you much to pay two 
thousand crowns, 

And bear the name and port of gentlemen ? 

Cut both the villains* throats^—lor die you 
shall; 

The lives of those which we have lost in 
fight 

Be counterpois'd with such a petty sum! 

1 Gent. riJ give it, sir; and therefore 

spare my life. 

2 Gent. And so will I, and write home for 

it straight. 

Whit. I lost mine eye in laying the prize 
aboard, as 

[To Suffolk] And therefore, to revenge it, 
shaft thou die; 

And so should these, if I might have my 

will. I 


TWO [Act 4 

Lieut. Be not so rash ; take ransom, let 
him live. 

Suf. Look on my George, I am a gentle¬ 
man : 

Rate me at what thou wilt, thou shalt be 
paid. .;o 

Whit. And so am I : my name is Walter 
Whitmore. 

How' now ! Why start’st thou ? What, 
doth death affright ? 

Suf. Thy name affrights me, in whose 
sound is death. 

A cunning man did calculate my birth 
. .nd to!d me that bv water I should die ; 
Yet let not this make thee be bloody- 
minded ; 

Thy name is Gualtier, being rightly 
sounded. 

Whit, Gualtier or Walter, which it is I 
care not: 

Never yet did base dishonour blur our 
name 

But with our sword we wip’d away the 
blot : 40 

Therefore, when merchant-like I sell 
revenge, 

Broke be my sword, my arms torn and 
defac’d, 

And I proclaim'd a coward through the 
world. 

Suf, Stay, Whitmore, for thy prisoner is 
a prince, 

The Duke of Suffolk, William de la Foie. r. 

W/th. The Duke of Suffolk muffled up in 
rags ? 

Suf, Ay. but these rags are no part of 
the Duke: 

Jove sometime went disguis'd, and why 
not I ? 

Lieut, But Jove was never slain, as thou 
shait be. 

Suf. Obscure and lowly swain. King 
Henry’s blood, 50 

The honourable blood of T..ancaster. 

Must not be shed by such a jaded groom. 
Hast thou not kiss'd thy hand and held 
my stirnip, 

Bareheaded plodded by my foot-cloth mule, 
And thought thee happy when 1 shook my 
head ? ^5 

How often hast thou waited at my cup, 
Fed from my trencher, kneel'd down at the 
board, 

When I have feasted with Queen Margaret ? 
Remember it. and let it make thee crest- 
tall’n, 

Ay, and allay thus thy abortive pride, (>o 
How in our voiding-lobby hast thou stood 
And duly waited for my coming forth. 

This hand of mine hath writ in thy behalf. 
And therefore shall it charm thy riotous 
tongue. 

Whit. Speak, Captain, shall I stab the 
forlorn swain ? 05 
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Scene 1] 

LieuL First let my words stab him, as he 
hath me. 

Suf. Base slave, thy words are blunt, and 
so art thou. 

Lieut. Convey him hence, and on our 
longboat’s side 
Strike od his head. 

Suf. Thou dar’st net, for thy own. 

Lieut. Poole! 

Suf. Poole ? 

Lieut. Ay, kennel, puddle, sink, whose 
filth and dirt 

Troubles the silver spring where England 
drinks : 

Now will I dam up this thy yawning mouth 
For swallowing the treasure ot the realm. 
Thy lip‘‘. that kiss’d the Queen, shall sweep 
the ground ; 

And thou that smil’dst at good Duke 
Humphrey’s death 

Against the senseless winds shalt grin in 
vain, 

Who in contempt shall hiss at thee again ; 
And wTdeied be thou to the hags of hell 
For daring to afTy a mighty lord 
Unto the daughter of a worthless king. 
Having neither subject, wealth, nor diadem. 
By devilish policy art thou grown great. 
And, like ambitious Sylla, overgorg’d 

ith gobbets of thy mother’s bleeding 
heart. 

By thee Anjou and Maine were soK u 
France; 

The false revolting Normans thorough thee 
Disdain to call us lord : and Picardy 
Hath slain their governors, surpris’d our 
forts, 

And sent the ragged soldiers wounded 
home. 

The princely Warwick, and the Nevils all. 
Whoso dreadful swords were never drawn 
in vain, 

As hating thee, are rising up in arms; 

And now' the house of York—thrust from 
the crown 

By shameful murder of a guiltless king ■ 
And lofty proud encroaching tyranny— 
Burns with revenging lire, whose hopeful 
colours 

Advance our half-fac’d sun, striving to 
shine, 

Under the which is writ ' Invitis nubibus 
The commons here in Kent arc up in 
arms; n*' 

And to conclude, reproach and beggary 
Is crept into the palace of our King, 

And all by thee. Away I convey him hence. 

Suf. O that 1 were a god, to shoot forth 
thunder 

Upon these paltry, servile, abject drudges ! 
Small things make base men proud : this 
villain here, 

Being captain of a pinnace, threatens 
more I 


Than Bargulus, the strong Illyrian pirate. 
Drones suck not eagles' blood but rob bee¬ 
hives. 

It is impossible that T should die no 
By such a lowly vassal as thyself. 

Thy words move rage and not remorse in 
me. 

I go of message from the Queen to France ; 
I charge tJiee waft me safely cross the 
Channel. 

Lieut. Walter— 

Whit. Come. SiiTolk, I must waft thee to 
thy death. 

Suf. Gelid us tiinor occiipat artus : it is 
thee I fear. 

Whit. Thou shalt have cause to fear 
betore I leav^e thee. 

What, are ye daunted now ? Now will ye 
stoop ? 

1 Getif, My gracious lord, entreat him, 
speak him fair. i^o 

Suf. SufTolk's imperial tongue is stern 
and rough, 

Us’d to command, untaught to plead for 
favour. 

Far be it we should honour such as 
these 

With humble suit: no, rather let my 
head 

Stoop to the block than these knees bow 
to any 

Save to the God of heaven and to my king ; 
And sooner d:;nce upon a bloody pole 
Than stand uncover’d to the vulgar groom. 
True nobility is exempt from fear: 

More can I bear than you dare execute, t^o 

Lieut . Hale him away, and let him talk 
no more. 

Suf. Come, soldiers, show what cruelty 
ye can, 

That this my death may never be forgot— 
Great men oft die by vile bezonians: 

A Roman sw\irdcr and banditto slave i 
Murder’d sweet Tully ; Brutus' bastard 
hand 

Stahh’d Julius Caesar ; savage islanders 
Pompey the Great; and Sudolk dies by 
pirates. [Exif Wa/ter with Suffolk. 

Lieut. And as for these, whose ransom we 
have set, 

It is our pleasure one of them depart; ^ to 
Therefore come you with us, and let him go. 
lExcttnl al! bui :he first Gentleman. 

Retmier Whitmork with Suffolk s body. 

Whit. Tliere let his head and lifeless 
body lie, 

Until the Queen his mistress bury it. (Exit. 

1 Gent. O barbarous and bloody spec¬ 
tacle ! 

His body will 1 bear unto the King. ms 
I f he revenge it not, yet will his friends ; 

So will the Queen, that living held him dear, 
[Exif with the body* 
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Scene IL Blackheallu 

Enter George Be vis and John Holland. 

Geo. Come and get thee a sword, though 
made of a lath ; they have been up these 
two days. 

John. They have the more need to sleep 
now, then. 

Geo. 1 tell thee Jack Cade the clothier 
means to dress the commonwealth, and 
turn it, and set a new nap upon it. 

John. So he had need, for 'tis threadbare. 
Well, I say it was never merry world in 
England since gentlemen came up. 

Geo. O miserable age! Virtue is not 
regarded in handicraftsmen. i« 

John. The nobility think scorn to go in 
leather aprons. 

Geo. Nay, more, the King's Council are 
no good workmen. i 

John. True; and yet it is said ‘ Labour 
in thy vocation ’; which is as much to say 
as ' Let the magistrates be labouring men’;; 
and therefore should w^e be magistrates. 

Geo. Thou hast hit it; for there’s no 
better sign of a brave mind than a hard 
hand. 

John. I see them ! I see them 1 There’s 
Best's son, the tanner of Wingham— 

Geo. He shall have the skins of our 
enemies to make dog’s leather of. 

John. And Dick the butcher— 

Geo. Then is sin struck down, like an ox, 
and iniquity’s throat cut like a calf. 

John. And Smith the weaver— 

Geo. Argo, their thread of life is spun. 
John. Come, come, let’s fall in with them. 

Drum. Enter Cade, Dick the Butcher, 
Smith the "Weaver, and a Sawyer, with 
infinite numbers. 

Cade. We John Cade, so term’d of our 
supposed father— 

Dick. [AsiJe] Or rather, of stealing a cade 
of herrings. 

Cade. For our enemies shall fall before us, 
inspired with the spirit of putting down 
kings and princes—command silence. 

Dick. Silence! 

Cade. My father was a Mortimer— 

Dick. IA.side] He was an honest man and 
a good bricklayer. 

Cade. My mother a Plantagenct— 

Dick. [Aside] I knew her well; she was a 
midwife. 

Cade. My wife descended of the Lacies— 
Dick. [Aside] She was, indeed, a pedlar’s 
daughter, and sold many laces. 

Smith. [Aside) But now of late, not able 
to travel with her furr’d pack, she washes 
bucks here at home. 4 ' 

Cade* Therefore am 1 of an honourable 
house. 


Dick. [Aside] Ay. by mv faith, the field is 
honourable, and there w^as he born, under 
a hedge, for his father had never a house 
but titc cage. 50 

Cade. Valiant I am. 

Smith. [Aside] 'A must needs; for 
beggary is valiant. 

Cade. 1 am able to endure much. 

Dick. [Aside] No question of that; for I 
have seen him whipt three market days 
together. 

Cade. 1 fear neither sword nor fire. 

.Smith. [Aside] He need not fear the 
sword, for his coat is of proof. 

Dick. [Aside] But methinks he should 
stand in fear of fire, being burnt i' th' hand 
for stealing of sheep. 

Cade. Be brave, then, for your captain 
is brave, and vows reformation. There shall 
be in England seven halfpenny loaves sold 
for a penny; the three-hoop'd pot shall 
have ten hoops ; and 1 will make it felony 
to drink small beer. All the realm shall be 
in common, and in Cheapsidc shall my 
palfrey go to grass. And when 1 am king— 
as king 1 will be— < 7 

All. God save your Majesty ! 

Cade. 1 thank you, good people—there 
shall be no money ; all shall eat and drink 
on my score, and 1 will apparel them all in 
one livery, that they may agree like 
brothers and worship me their lord. 72 

Dick. The first thing we do, let’s kill all 
the lawyers. 

Cade. Nay, that I mean to do. Is not this 
a lamentable thing, that of the skin of an 
innocent lamb should be made parchment ? 
That parchment, being scribbl’d o’er, 
should undo a man ? Some say the bee 
stings; but 1 say ’tis the bee’s wax ; for 
I did but seal once to a thing, and I was 
never mine own man since. How now I 
Who’s there ? 

Enter some, &ringiMg in fhe Clerk of 
Chatham. 

Smith. ITie clerk of Chatham. He can 
write and read and cast accompt. 

Cadf. O monstrous! 

Smith. We took him setting of boys’ copies. 

Cade. Here’s a villain ! 

Smith. Has a book In his pocket with red 
letters In’t. 

Ca^k. Nay, then he is a conjurer. 

Dick. Nav, he can make obligations and 
write court-hand, 

Cade. 1 am sorry for't; the man is a 
proper man, of mine honour ; unless I find 
him guilty, he shall not die. Come hither, 
sirrah, I must examine thee. What is thy 
name ? 

Clerk. Emmanuel. 

Dick. They use to write it on the top of 
letters ; 'twill go hard with you. 
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Scene 2] 


Cade, let me alone. Dost thou use to 
write thy name, or hast thou a mark to 
thyself, like a honest plain-dealing man ? 

Clerk. Sir, I thank God, I have been so 
well brought up that I can write my name. 

All. He hatli confess’d. Away with him ! 
He's a villain and a traitor. 

Cade. Away with him, 1 say I Hang him 
with his pen and inkhorn about his neck. 

[I:xit one with the Clerk. 

[inter MicHAiiL. 

Mich. Where’s our General ? 

Cade. Here 1 am, thou particular fellow. 
Mich. Fly, fly, fly! Sir Humphrey 
Stafl'ord and his brother are hard by, with 
the King’s forces. 

Cade. Stand, villain, stand, or I’ll fell 
thee down. He sliail be encount'rcd with 
a man as good as himself. He is but a 
knight, is ’a ? n~ 

Mich. No. 

Cade. To equal liira, 1 will make myselt a 
knight presently, IKneelsJ Rise up. Sir John 
Mortimer, lRt.se.v] Now have at him ! li- 

JEnter Sir Humphrey Stafford and 
William his hroflicr, with drum and 
Soldiers. 

Staf. Hebellious hinds, the filth and scum 
of Kent, 

Mark'd for the gallows, lay your weapons 
down; 

Home to your cottages, forsake this groom ; 
The King is merciful if you revolt, i-m 
W. SUif. But angry, wrathful, and inclin’d 
to blood. 

If you go forward ; therefore yield or die. 
Cade. As for these silken-coated slaves, I 
pass not; 

It is to you, good people, that I speak. 
O'er whom, in time to come, I hope to 
reign; i-> 

For 1 am rightful heir unto the crown. 

Slaf. Villain, thy father was a plasterer ; 
And thou thyself a shearman, art thou not ? 
Cade. And Adam was a gardener. 

W. Staf. And what of that ? l o 

Cade. Marry, this : Edmund Mortimer, 
Earl of March, 

Married the Duke of Clarence’ daughter, did 
he not ? 

Slaf. Ay, sir. 

Cade. By her he had two children at one 
birth. 

W, Staf. That’s false. j is 

Cade. Ay, there’s the question ; but I say 
'tis true. 

The, elder of them being put to nurse. 

Was by a beggar-woman stol’n away, 

And, ignorant of his birth and parentage, 
Became a bricklayer when he came to 
age, 

His son am 1 ; deny it if you can, mi 


Dick. Nay, ’tis too true; therefore he 
shall be king. 

Smith. 5 ^ir, he made a chimney in my 
father's house, and the bricks are alive at 
this day to testify it; therefore deny it not. 
Staf. And will you credit this base 
drudge’s words 

That speaks he knows not what ? 

Alt. Ay, marry, will we ; therefore get ye 
gone. 

W. Staf. Jack Cade, the Duke of York 
hath taught you this. jvj 

Cade. [Aside! He lies, for I invented it 
myself—Go to, sirrah, tell the King from 
me that for his father’s sake, Henry the 
Fifth, in whose time boys went to span- 
counter for French crowns, I am content 
he shall reign ; but I’ll be Protector over 
him. iM 

Dick. And furthermore, we’ll have the 
Lord Say’s head for selling the dukedom 
of Maine. 

Cade. And good reason ; for thereby is 
England muin'd and fain to go with a staff, 
but that my puissance holds it up. Fellow 
kings, I tell you that that Lord Say hath 
gelded the commonwealth and made it an 
eunuch ; and more than that, he can speak 
French, and therefore he is a traitor. 

Staf. O gross and miserable ignorance! 
Cade. Nay, answer if you can; the 
Frenchmen are our enemies. Go to, then, 
I ask but this : can he that speaks with the 
tongue of an enemy be a good counsellor, 
or no ? 

AIL No, no ; and therefore we’ll have his 
head. 

W. Staf. Well, seeing gentle words will 
not prevail, 

Assail them with the army of the King. i7iv 
Staf. Herald, away; and throughout 
every town 

Proclaim them traitors that arc up with 
Cade; 

That those which fly before the battle ends 
May, even in their wives* and children’s 
sight. 

Be hang’d up for example at their doors. 173 
And you that be the King’s friends, follow 
me. 

[Exeunt the fu’o Staffords and Soldiers. 
Cade. And you that love the commons 
follow me. 

Now show yourselves men ; 'tis for liberty. 
Wc will not leave one lord, one gentleman ; 
Spare none but such as go in clouted shoon. 
For they are thrifty honest men and such 
As would—but that tliey dare not—take 
our parts. 

Dkk. They arc all in order, and march 
toward us. 

Cade. But then are we in order when we 
are most out of order. Come, march for¬ 
ward. [Exeunt. 
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Scene III. Another pari of Blackheath, 

Alarums to the fightt wherein both the 
Staffords are slain. Enter Cade and the 
rest. 

Cade. Where's Dick, the butcher of 
Ashford ? 

Dick. Here, sir. 

Cade. 1 hey fell before thee like sheep and 
oxen, and thou behavedst thyself as if thou 
haclst been in thine own slaugfiter-house; 
therefore thus will I reward thee—the Lent 
stiall be as long again as it is. and thou 
Shalt have a licence to kill for a hundred 
lacking one. ; 

Dick. I desire no more. 

Cade. And, to speak truth, thou deserv'st 
no less. IPtthing on Sir Humphrey's brig- 
andinel This monument of the victory 
will 1 hear, and the bodies shall be dragged 
at my horse heels till I do come to London, 
where w'e will have the mayor’s sword 
borne before us. 

Dick. It we mean to thrive and do good, 
break open the gaols and let out the 
prisoners. i 

Cade, fear not that, 1 warrant thee. 
Come, let’s march towards London. 

[HxeiitU. 

Scene IV. London. The palace. 

Enter the King with a supplication, and the 
Queen with Suffolk's head : the Duke. 
ot Buckincjham, and the Lord Say. 

Queen. Oft have 1 heard that grief softens 
the mind 

And makes it fearful and degenerate ; 
Think therefore on revenge and cease to 
weep. 

But who can cease to weep, and look on 
this ? 

Here may his head He oa my throbbing 
breast; 

But where’s the body that 1 should 
embrace ? 

Buck. What answer makes your Grace to 
the rebels’ supplication ? 

King. I'll send some holy bishop to 
entreat; 

For God forbid so many simple souls 
Should perish by the sword ! And I mvself, 
Rather than bloody war shall cut them 
short, 

Will parley with Jack Cade their general. 
But stay. I’ll read it over once again. 
Queen. Ah, barbarous villains ! Hath this 
lov’ely face 

Rul’d like a wandering planet over me, 
And could it not enforce them to relent 
'i hat were unworthy to behold the same ? 
King. Lord Say, Jack Cade hath sworn 
to have thy head. 


Say. Ay, but I hope your Highness shall 
have his. 

King. How now, madam ! sj 

Still lamenting and mourning for Suffolk's 
death ? 

1 fear me, love, if that I had been dead, 
Thou woiildst not havT mourn’d so much 
lor me. 

Qtieen. No, my love, 1 should not mourn, 
but die for thee. ^5 

Enter a Messenger. 

King. How now ! What news ? Why 
coin’s! thou in such haste ? 

Mess, 'Hie rciieis are in Southwark ; fly, 
my lord ! 

Jack Cade proclaims himself Lord Mor¬ 
timer, 

Descended from the Duke of Clarence’ 
house, 

And calls your Grace usurper, openly, y 
And vows to crown himself in Westminster. 
His army is a laggcvf multitude 
Oi hinds and peasants, rude and merciless ; 
Sir Humphrey Stafford and his brother’s 
death 

Hath given them heart and courage to 
proceed. is 

All scholars, lawyers, courtiers, gentlemen, 
They call false caterpillars and intend their 
death. 

King. O graceless men ! they know not 
what they do. 

Buck. My gracious lord, retire to Killing- 
worth ) 

Until a power be rais’d to put them down. 

Queen. Ah, were the Duke of Suffolk now 
alive, 

These Kentish rebels would be soon 
appeas’d 1 

King. Lord Say, the traitors hate thee ; 
Therefore away with us to KillingwortJi. 

Say. So might your Grace's person be in 
danger, 4^j 

The sight of me is odious in their eyes; 
And therebore in this city will I stay 
And live alone as secret as 1 may. 

Enter another Messenger. 

2 Mess. Jack Cade hath gotten London 
Bridge. 

The citizens ffy and forsake their houses ; 
The rascal people, thirsting after prey. 
Join with the traitor; and they jointly 
swear 

To spoil the city and your royal court. 

Buck. Then linger not, my lord ; away, 
take horse. 

King. Come, Margaret; God, our hope, 
will succour us. 

Queen. My hope is gone, now Suffolk is 
deceas’d. v‘ 

King. I To Lord Say] Farewell, my lord, 
trust not the Kentish rebels. 
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Buck. Tnist nobody, for fear you be 
betray'd. 

Say, The trust I have is in mine 
innocence, 

And therefore am I bold and resolute. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene V. London. The Totver. 

Enter Lord Scales upon the Tourer, 
walking. Then enter two or three Citizens, 
below. 

Scutes, How now I Is Jack Cade slain ? 
1 at. No, my lord, nor likely to be slain ; 
for they have won the bridge, killing all 
those that withstand them. The Lord 
Mayor craves aid of your honour from the 
Tower, to defend the city from the rebels. -■ 
Scale.s. Such aid as I can spare you shall 
command. 

But I am troubled here with them myself; 
Ihe rebels have assay’d to win the lower. 
But get you to Smithlield, and gather head. 
And thither 1 will send you Matthew Goffc : 
Fight for your King, your country, and 
your lives ; 

And so, farewell, for 1 must hence again. 

1 Exeunt. 

isCENi: VI. London, Cannon street. 

Enter Jack Cade and the rest, and strikes 
his staff on London stone. 

Cade, Now is Mortimer lord of this city. 
And here, sitting upon London Stone, I 
charge and command that, of the city’s 
cost, the pissing-condiiit run nothing but 
claret wine this first year of our reign. And 
now henceforward it shall be treason for 
any that calls me other than Lord Mor¬ 
timer. 0 

Enter a Soldier, nwnmg. 

Sold, Jack Cade I Jack Cade I 
Cade, Knock him down there. 

(They kill him. 
Smith. If this fellow* be wise, he’ll never 
call ye Jack Cade more; I think he hath 
a very fair warning. 

Dick. My lord, there's an army gathered 
together in Smithfield. 

Cade. Come then, let's go fight with them. 
But first go and set London Bridge on tire ; 
and, if you can, burn down the Tower too. 
Come, let’s away. IHxeimf. 

Scene VI I, London, Smith field. 

Alarums. Matthew Goffe is slain, and 
all the rest. Then enter Jack Cade, with 
his company. 

Cade. So, sirs. Now go .some and pull 
down the Savoy ; others to th’ Inns of 
Court; down with them all. 

Dick, 1 have a suit unto your lordship. 


Cade, Be it a lordship, thou shalt have it 
for that word. 5 

Dick. Only that the law^s of England may 
come out of your mouth. 

John. [Aside] Mass, 'twill be sore law 
then ; for he w*as thrust in the mouth with 
a sfvear, and 'tis not whole yet. 

Smith. 1 Aside] Nay, John, it will be 
stinking law; for his breath stinks with 
eating toasted cheese. if 

Cade. 1 have thought upon it; it shall 
be so. Away% burn all the records of the 
realm. My mouth shall be the Parliament 
of England. 

John. [Aside] Then wc arc like to have 
biting statutes, unless his teeth be pull’d 
out. I' 

Cade. And henceforward all things shall 
be in common. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My lord, a prize, a prize I Here’s 
the Lord Say, which sold the tow*n.s in 
France ; he that made us pay one and 
twenty fifteens, and one shilling to the 
pound, the last subsidy. 

Enter George Bevis, with the Lord Say. 

Cade. W<dl, he shall be beheaded for it 
ten times. Ah, thou say, thou serge, nay, 
thou buckram lord ! Now art thou within 
point blank of our jurisdiction regal. What 
canst thou answer to my Maicsty for giving 
up of Normandy unto Mounsieiir Basimecu 
the Dauphin of France ? Be it known unto 
thee by these presence, even the presence 
of Lord Mortimer, that 1 am the besom 
that mu.st sweep the court clean of such 
filth as thou art. Ihoii hast most traitor¬ 
ously corrupted the youth of the realm in 
erecting a grammar school; and whereas, 
before, our forefathers had no other books 
but the score and the tally, thou hast 
caused printing to be us'd, and, contrary 
to the King, his crown, and dignity, thou 
hast built a paper-mill. It will be proved 
to thy face that thou hast men about thee 
that usually talk of a noun and a verb, and 
such abominable w'orcls as no Christian ear 
can endure to hear. Thou hast appointed 
justices ol peace, to call poor men before 
them about matters they were not able to 
answer. Moreover, thou hast put them in 
prison, and because they could not read, 
thou hast bang’d them, when, indeed, only 
for that cause they have been most worthy 
to live. Thou dost ride in a foot-cloth, dost 
thou not ? 4 3 

Say. What of that ? 

Cade. Marry, thou ought'st not to let thy 
horse wear a cloak, when honester men 
than thou go in their hose and doublets. 47 
Dick, And work in their shirt too, as 
myself, for example, that am a butcher. 

6S3 
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Sa>\ You men of Kent— 

Dick. What say you of Kent ? 

Say. Nothing but this ; ’tis * bona terra, 
mala gens *. 

Cade. Away with him, away with him ! 
He speaks Latin. 

Say. Hear me but speak, and hear me 
where you will. 55 

Kent, in the Commentaries Caesar writ. 

Is term’d the civiLst place of all this isle. 
Sweet is the country, because full of riches ; 
The people liberal, valiant, active, wealthy; 
Which makes me hope you arc not void of 
pity. ' o 

1 sold not Maine, I lost not Normandy ; 
Yet, to recover them, would lose my life. 
Justice with favour have 1 always clone ; 
Pray’rs and tears have mov’d me, gifts 
could never. ' -i 

When have I aught exacted at vour hands. 
But to maintain the King, the realm, and 
you ? 

Large gifts have I bestow’d on learned 
clerks. 

Because my book preferr’d me to the King, 
And seeing ignorance is the curse of God, 
Knowledge the wing w'hercwith we fly to 
heaven, 

Unless you be possess'd with devilish .spirits 
You cannot but forbear to murder me, 

'Ibis tongue hath parley'd unto foreign 
kings 

For your behoof, 71 

Cade. Tut, when struck'st thou one blow 
in the field ? 

Say. Great men have reaching hands. Oft 
have 1 struck 

Those that I never saw, and struck them 
dead. 

Geo. O monstrous coward! What, to 
come behind folks ? 

Say. These cheeks are pale for w^atching 
for your good. 

Cade. Give him a box o' th* ear, and that 
wili make 'em red again. '•1 

Say. Long sitting to determine poor men's 
causes 

Hath made me full of sickness and diseases. 

Cade. Ye shall have a hempen caudle 
then, and the help of hatchet. 

Dick. Why dost thou quiver, man ? 

Say. The palsy, and not fear, provokes! 
me. 

Cade. Nay, he nods at us, as who should 
say ‘ I'll be even with you '; I’ll see if his 
head will stand steadier on a pole, or no. 
Take him away, and behead him, 

Say. Tell me; wherein have I offended 
most ? 

Have I afl'ceted wealth or honour ? Speak. 
Are my chests fill'd up with extorted gold ? 
1$ my apparel sumptuous to behold ? 
Whom have I injur’d, that ye seek my 
death ? 95 


These hands are free from guiltless blood- 
shedding, 

This breast from harbouring foul deceitful 
thoughts. 

O, let me live ! 

Cade. I Aside] 1 feel remorse in myself 
with his w'ords ; but I'll bridle it. He shall 
die, an it be but for pleading so well for bis 
life. —Away with him ! He has a familiar 
under his tongue ; he speaks not o' God's 
name. Go, take him away, I say, am! strike 
ofl' his head presently, and then break into 
his son-in-law's house, Sir James Cromer, 
and strike ofl his head, and bring them both 
upvui two poles hither. - 

At/, It shall be done. 

Say. Ah. countrymen ! if when you make 
vour pray'rs, 

God should be so obdurate as yourselves, 
How would it fare with your departed 
souls ? MO 

And therefore yet relent, and save my life. 

Ca^te. Away with him, and do as I 
command ye. 1 Exeunt some u it/i Lord Say] 
The proudest peer in the realm shall not 
wear a head on his shoulders, unless he pay 
me tribute ; there shall not a maid be 
married, but she shall pay to me her 
maidenhead ere they ha\*c it. Men shali 
hold of me in capite ; and we charge and 
command that their wives be as free as 
heart can wish or tongue can tell. 

Dick. My lord, when shall we go to 
Cheapside, and take up commodities upon 
our bills ? ».?(> 

Cade. Marrv% presently. 

All. O, brave! 

Re-enter one with the heads. 

Cade. But is not this braver ? Let them 
kiss one another, for they lov'd well when 
they were alive. Now part them again, lest 
they consult about the giving up of some 
more towns in France. Soldiers, defer the 
spoil of the city until night; for with these 
borne before us instead of maces will we 
ride through the streets, and at every corner 
have them kiss. Away ! [Exeunt. 

Scene V111. Souihufark. 

Alarum and retreat. Enter again Cade and 
all his Rabblcmcnt. 

Cade. Up Fish Street! down Saint 
Magnus' Corner I Kill and knock down ! 
Throw them into Thames! {Sound a 
parley] What noise is this I hear ? Dare 
any be so bold to sound retreat or parley 
when I command them kill ? 

Enter Buckingham and old Clifford, 
attended. 

Buck. Ay, here they be that dare and 
will disturb thee. 
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Know, Cade, we come ambassadors from 
the King: 

Unto the commons whom tho!! hast misled; 
And here pronounce free pardon to them 
all 

That will forsake thee and pro home in peace. 
CUf. What say ye, countrymen ? Will ye 
relent 

And yield to mercy whilst 'tis offer’d you, 
Or let a rebel lead you to your deaths ? 
Who loves the King, and will embrace his 
pardon, 

Fling up his cap and say ' God save his 
Majeaty ! ' 14 

Who hateth him and honours not his father, 
Henry the Fifth, that made all France to 
quake, 

Shake he his weapon at us and pass by. 

All. God save the King! God save the 
King I 

Cade. What, Buckingham and Clifford, 
are yc so brave ? And you, base peasants, 
do ye believe him ? Will you needs be 
bang’d with your pardons about your 
necks ? Hath my sword therefore broke 
through London gates, that you should 
leave me at the White Hart in Southwark ? 
I thought ye would never have given out 
these arms till you had recovered your 
ancient freedom. But you are all recreants 
and dastards, and delight to live in slavery 
to the nobility. Let them break your backs 
with burdens, take your houses over your 
heads, ravish your wives and daughters 
before your faces. For me, 1 will make 
shift for one; and so God’s curse light 
upon you all! 5 

AIL We’ll follow Cade, wc’ll follow Cade ! 
Cl if. Is Cade the son of Henry the Fifth, 
That thus you do exclaim you’ll go with 
him ? 

Will he conduct you through the heart of 
France, 3'. 

And make the meanest of you carls and 
dukes ? 

Alas, he hath no home, no place to fly to; 
Nor knows he how to live but by the spoil. 
Unless by robbing of your friends and us. 
Were’t not a shame that whilst you live at 
jar 4‘> 

The fearful French, whom you late van¬ 
quished, 

Should make a start o*cr seas and vanquish 
you ? 

Methinks already in this civil broil 
I see them lording it in London streets. 
Crying ‘ Villiago 1 * unto all they meet. 45 
Better ten thousand base-born Cades mis¬ 
carry 

Than you should stoop unto a Frenchman’s 
mercy. 

To France, to France, and get what you 
have lost: 

Spare England, for it is your native coast. 


Henry hath money; you are strong and 
manly. -io 

God on our side, doubt not of victory. 

AIL A Clifford ! a Clifford ! We’ll follow 
the King and Clifford. 51 

Cade. Was ever feather so lightly blown 
to and fro as this multitude ? The name of 
Henry the Fifth hales them to an hundred 
mischiefs, and makes them leave me deso¬ 
late. 1 see them lay their heads together to 
surprise me. My sw^ord make way for me 
for here is no staying. In despite of the 
devils and hell, have through the very 
middest of you! and heavens and honour 
be witness that no want of resolution in 
me, but only my followers’ base and 
ignominious treasons, makes me betake me 
to my heels. [Exit. 

Buck. What, is he fled ? Go some, and 
follow him; 

And he that brings his head unto the King 
Shall have a thousand crowns for his 
reward. [Exeunt sojne of them. 
Follow me, soldiers ; we'll devise a mean 
To reconcile you all unto the King. 05 

[Hxeunf. 

ScKNE IX. Killing,worth Castle. 

Sound tniml-yets. Enter King, Queen, and 
Somerset, on the terrace. 

King, VVas ever king that joy'd an 
earthly throne 

And could command no more content 
than 1 ? 

No sooner was 1 crept out of my cradle 
But I was made a king, at nine months old. 
Was never subject long'd to be a king 5 
As 1 do long and wish to be a subject. 

Enter Buckingham and old Clifford. 

Buck. Health and glad tidings to your 
Majesty 1 

King. Why, Buckingham, is the traitor 
Cade surpris’d ? 

Or is he but retir’d to make him .strong ? 

Enter, below, Multitudes, with halters about 
their necks. 

CUf, lie is fled, my lord, and all his 
powers do yield, u> 

.And humbly thus, with halters on their 
necks, 

Expect your Highness’ doom of life or 
death. 

King, Then, heaven, set ope thy ever¬ 
lasting gates, 

To entertain my vows of thanks and praise! 
Soldiers, this day have you redeem’d your 
lives, 15 

And show’d how well you love your Prince 
and country. 

Continue still in this so good a mind, 

And Henry, though he be infortunate. 
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Assure yourselves, will never be unkind. 
And so, with thanks and pardon to you all, 
I do dismiss you to your several countries. 

All, God save the King! God save the 
King! 22 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Please it your Grace to be adver¬ 
tised 

The Duke of York is newly come from 
Ireland 

And with a puissant and a mighty powder 
Of gallow'giasses and stout kerns 
Is marching hitlierw^ard in proud array. 
And still proclaimeth, as he comes along. 
His arms are only to remove from thee 
The Duke of Somerset, whom he terms a 
traitor. 

King. Thus stands my state, ‘twixt Cade 
and York distress’d ; 

Like to a ship that, having scap’d a tempest. 
Is straightway calm’d, and boarded with a 
pirate; 

But now is Cade driven back, his men 
dispers’d, 

And now is York in arms to second him. 

1 pray thee, Buckingham, go and meet him 
And ask him what’s the reason of these 
arms. 

Tell him I’ll send Duke Edmund to the 
Tower— 

And, Somerset, wc will commit thee thither 
Until his army be dismiss’d from him. 4 ;^ 
Sow. My lord. 

ru yield myself to prison willingly, 

Or unto death, to do my country good. 
King. In any case be not too rough in 
terms, 

For he is fierce and cannot brook hard 
language. 1 ^ 

Buck. I will, my lord, and doubt not so 
to deal 

As all things shall redound unto your good. 
King. Come, wife, let's in, and learn to 
govern better; 

For yet may England curse my wretched 
reign. [Flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene X. Kent. Iden’s garden. 

Enter Cade. 

Cade. Fie on ambitions ! Fie on myself, 
that have a sword and yet am ready to 
famish ! These live days have I hid me in 
these woods and durst not peep out, for all 
the country is laid for me; but now am I 
.so hungry that, if I might have a lease of 
my life for a thousand years, 1 could stay 
no longer. Wherefore, on a brick wall have 
I climb’d into this garden, to see if 1 can 
eat grass or pick a sallet another while, 
which is not amiss to cool a man’s stomach 
this hot weather. And I think this word 
' sallet ’ was born to do me good ; for many 
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a time, but for a sallet, my brain-pan had 
been cleft with a brown bill; and many a 
time, when I have been dry, and bravely 
marching, it hath serv’d me instead of a 
quart-pol to drink in ; and now the word 
’ sallet * must serve me to feed on, 15 

Enter Iden. 

Iden. Lord, who would live turmoilcvl in 
the court 

And may enjoy such quiet w^alks as these ? 
This small inheritance my father lett me 
Contenteth me, and worth a monarchy. 

I seek not to wax great by Olivers’ waning 
Or gather wealth 1 care not with what civvy; 
Sufficeth that I have maintains my slate, 
And sends the poor well pleased from my 
gate. 

Cade. Here’s the lord of the soil come to 
seize me for a stray, for entering his fee- 
simple without leave. Ah, villain, thou 
wilt betray me, and get a thousand crowns 
of the King bv carrying my head to him ; 
but ri! make thee eat iron like an c»strich 
and swallow my sword like a great pin ere 
thou and 1 part. 

Iden. Why, rude companion, whatsoe'er 
thou l)e, yi 

I know thee not: why then should I betray 
thee ? 

Is’t not enough to break into my garden 
And like a thief to come to rob my grounds, 
Climbing my walls in spite of me the owner, 
But thou wilt brave me with these saucy 
terms ? 35 

Cade. Brave thee ? Ay, by the best blood 
that ever was broach’d, and beard thee too. 
Look on me well: I have eat no meat these 
live days, yet come thou and thy five men 
and if I do not leave you all as dead as a 
door-nail, I pray God 1 may never eat 
rass more. 40 

Iden. Kay, it shall ne’er be said, while 
England stands, 

That Alexander Iden, an esquire of Kent, 
Took odds to combat a poor famish'd man. 
Oppose thy steadfast-gazing eyes to mine; 
See if thou canst outface me with thy looks; 
Set limb to limb, and thou art far the lesser, 
lliy hand is but a finger to my fist, 4; 
Thy leg a stick compared with this 
truncheon; 

My foot shall fight with all the strength 
thou hast, 

And if mine arm be heaved in the air, 50 
Thy grave is digg’d already in the earth. 

As for words, whose greatness answ'ers 
words. 

Let this my sword report what speech 
forbears. 53 

Cade. By my valour, the most complete 
champion that ever I heard! Steel, if thou 
turn the edge, or cut not out the burly- 
bon’d clown in chines of beef ere thou sleep 
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in thy sheath, I beseech Cod on my knees 
thou mayst be turn'd to hobnails. [Here 
they fi^ht; Cade falls] O, I am sJain ! famine 
and no other hath slain me. Let ten 
thousand devils come against me, and give 
me luit the ten meals 1 have lost, and I’d 
defy them all. Wither, garden, and be 
hencofortl) a burying place to all that do 
dwell in this house, because the uncvm- 
quereJ soul of Cade is fled. 

Idcn. Is't Cade that 1 have slain, that 
monstrous traitor ? • . 

Sword, I will hallow thee for this thy deed 
And hang thee o'er my tomb when 1 am 
dead. 

Ne’er shall this blood be wiped from thy 
point. 

But thou Shalt wear it as a herald’s coat < <- 
To emblaze the honour that thy master 
got. 

Cade, iden, farewell ; and be proud of 
thy victory. Tell Kent from me she hath 
lost her best man, ynd exiiort all the world 
to be cowards ; for 1, that never feared 
any, am vanquished by famine, not by 
valour. [Dies. 

Iden. How much thou wrong’st me, 
heaven he my judge. ; 

Die, damned wTctch, the curse of her that 
bare tliee ! 

And as 1 thrust thy body in with my 
sword. 

So wish 1 I might thrust thy soul to hell. 
Hence will I drag thee headlong by the 
liccls 

Unto a dunghill, which shall be thy grave, 
And there cut oil thy most ungracious head, 
Which I will bear in triumph to the King, 
Leaving thy trunk for crows to feed unon. 

IHxTi. 

ACT FIVE 

ScKNii I. Fields between Dari ford and 
Biacklieaih. 

Enter York, and his army of Irish, with 
drum an f colours. 

York, From Ireland thus comes York to 
claim his right 

And pluck the crown from feeble Henr>’’s 
head : 

King bells aloud, burn bonfires clear and 
bright, 

To entertain great England’s lawful king. 
Ah, sancta majestavS ! who would not buy 
thee dear ? 

Let them obey that knows not how to rule ; 
This hand was made to handle nought but 
gold. 

I cannot give due action to my words 
Except a sword or sceptre balance it. 

A sceptre shall it have, have I a soul, 

On which ru toss the flower-de-luce of 
France* 


Enter Buckincham. 

[Aside] Whom have wc here ? Bucking¬ 
ham, to disturb me ? 

The King hath sent him, sure : 1 must 
dissemble. 

Buck. York, if liiou meanest well, I greet 
thee well. 

York. Humphrey of Buckingham, I 
accept thy greeting. 15 

Art thou a messenger, or come of pleasure ? 

Buck. A messenger from Henry, our 
dread liege. 

To know the reason of these arms in peace ; 
Or why thou, being a subject as 1 am, 
Against thy oath and true allegiance 
sworn, -o 

Should raise so great a power without his 
leave, 

Or dare to bring thy force so near the 
court. 

York. [Aside] Scarce can I speak, my 
cholcr is so great. 

O, I could hew up rocks and fight wath 
flint, 

i am so angry at these abject terms; 25 

And now, like Ajax Tciamonius, 

On sheep or oxen could I spend my fur>^ 

1 am far better born than is the King, 

More like a king, more kingly in my 
thoughts ; 

But I must make fair weather yet awhile, y» 
Till Henry be more weak and I more 
strong.— 

Buckingham, I prithee, pardon me 
That I have given no answer all this while ; 
My mind was troubled with deep melan¬ 
choly. 

The cause why I have brought this army 
hither js 

Is to remove proud Somerset from the 
King, 

Seditious to his Grace and to the state. 

Buck. That is too much presumption on 
thy part; 

But if thy arms be to no other end, 

The King hath yielded unto thy demand : 40 
I'he Duke of Somerset is in the Tower. 

York. Upon thine honour, is he prisoner ? 

Buck. Upon mine honour, he is prisoner. 

York. Then, Buckingham, 1 do dismiss 
my pow'rs. 

Soldiers, I thank you all; disperse your¬ 
selves; 0 

Meet me to-morrow in Saint George's field. 
You shall have pay and everything you 
wish. 

And let my sovereign, \artuous Henry, 
Command my eldest son, nay. all my sons. 
As pledges of my fealty and love. s ' 
ITl send them all as willing as I live : 
Lands, goods, horse, armour, anything I 
have. 

Is his to use, so Somerset may die. 
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Buck, York, I commend this kind sub¬ 
mission. 

We twain will go into his Highness* tent. 

Enter the King, and Attendants. 

King. Buckingham, doth York intend n 
harm to us. 

That thus he rnarcheth with thee arm in 
arm ? 

York, In all submission and humility 
York doth present himself unto your 
Highness. 

King. Then what intends these forces 
thou dost bring ? 

York. To heave the traitor Somerset from 
hence. 

And fight against that monstrous rebel 
Cade, 

Who since 1 heard to be discomfited. 

Enter Iden, wUh Cade's head, 

I den. If one so rude and of so mean 
condition 

May pass into the presence of a king. 

Lo, I present your Grace a traitor’s head. 
The head of Cade, whom 1 in combat slew. 

King. The head cf Cade! Great God, 
how just art "1 hou ! 

O, let me view his visage, being dead, 

'ihat living wrought me such exceeding 
trouble. 7 

Tell me, my friend, art thou the man that 
slew^ him ? 

Iden. 1 was, an’t like your Majesty. 

King. How art thou call'd ? And what 
is thy degree ? 

Iden. Alexander Iden, that's my name ; 
A poor esquire of Kent that loves his king 

Buck. So please it you, my lord, 'twere 
not amiss r 

He were created knight for his good service. 

King. Iden, kneel down. [He kneels] Rise 
up a knight. 

We give thee for reward a thousand marks. 
And will that thou thenceforth attend on us. 

Iden. May Iden live to merit such a 
bounty, ki 

And never live but true unto his Hegel 

Enter the Queen and Somerset. 

King. See, Buckingham! Somerset 
comes with th' Queen : 

Go, bid her hide him quickly from the 
Duke. 

Queen. For thousand Yorks he shall not 
hide his head, 5 

But boldly stand and front him to his face. 

York. How now 1 Is Somerset at liberty ? 
Then, York, unloose thy long*imprisoned 
thoughts 

And let thy tongue be equal with thy heart. 
Shall I endure the sight of Somerset ? 

False king, why hast thou broken faith 
with me, ! 
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Knowing how hardly I can brook abuse ? 
King did 1 call thee ? No. thou art not 
king: 

Not fit to govern and rule multitudes. 
Which dar'st not, no, nor canst not rule a 
traitor. 9.1 

That head of thine doth not become a 
crown ; 

lliy hand is made to grasp a palmer's staff, 
And not to grace an awful princely sceptre. 
That gold must round engirt these brows 
of mine, 

W’hose smile and frown, like to Achilles* 
spear, 100 

Is able with the change to kill and cure. 
Here is a hand to hold a sceptre up, 

And with the same to act controlling laws. 
Give place. By heaven, thou shalt rule no 
more 

O'er him whom heaven created for thy 
ruler. n>5 

Som. O monstrous traitor I I arrest thee, 
York, 

Of capital treason 'gainst the King and 
crowm. 

Obey, audacious traitor; kneel for grace. 

York. WouJdst have me kneel ? First let 
me ask of these, 

If they can brook I bow a knee to man. no 
Sirrah, call in my sons to be my bail: 

[Exit Aiiendani, 
I know, ere they will have me go to ward. 
They’ll pawm their swords for my en¬ 
franchisement. 

Queen. Call hither Clifford; bid him 
come amain, 

To say if that the bastard hoys of York n 5 
Shall be the surety for their traitor father. 

[Exit Buckingham. 

York. O blood-bespotted Neapolitan, 
Outcast of Naples, England’s bloody 
scourge I 

The sons of York, thy betters in their birth. 
Shall be their father’s bail; and bane to 
those 1 io 

That for my surety will refuse the boys ! 

Enter Edward and Richard 
Plantacenet. 

See where they come; 1*11 warrant they’ll 
make it good. 

Enter Clifford and his Son. 

Queen. And here comes Clifford to deny 
their bail. 

Clif. Health and all happiness to my lord 
the King! [Kneels. 

York. I thank thee, Clifford. Sav, what 
news with thee ? 125 

'Jay, do not fright us with an angry look. 
We are thy sovereign, Clifford, kneel again; 
'^oT thy mistaking so, we pardon thee. 

CUf, This is my King, York, I do not 
mistake; 
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But thou mistakes me much to think I do. 
To Bedlam with him I Is the man grown 
mad ? 15 j 

King. Ay, Clifford; a bedlam and 
ambitious humour 

Makes him oppose himseli against his king. 

Cl if. lie is a traitor ; let him to the 
Tower, 

And chop aw ay that factious pate of his. ns 

Queen, He is arrested, but will not obey ; 
His sons, he says, shall give their words for 
him. 

York. Will you not, sons ? 

Edu’. Ay, noble father, if our words will 
serve. 

Rich. And if words will not, then our 
weapons shall. 

Clif. Why, what a bro^^d of traitors have 
we here ’. 

York. I.ook in a glass, and call thy image 
so : 

I am thy king, and thou a false-heart 
traitor. 

Call hither to the stake my two brave 
bears, ui 

That with the very shaking of tlicir chains 
They may astonish these fell-lurking curs. 
Bid Salisbury and Warwick come to me. 

Hnler the Earls of Warwick and 
Salisbi;ry. 

Clif. Are tliese thy bears ? Well bait thy 
bears to death. 

And manacle the berard in their chains, 

If thou dar'st bring them to the baiting- 
place. J 5" 

Rich. Oft have I seen a hot o’erw'eeningcur 
Run back and bite, because he was with¬ 
held ; 

Who, being suffer’d, with the bear's fell 
paw, 

Hath clapp’d his tail between his legs and 
cried; 

And such a piece of service will you do, t5'= 
If you oppose yourselves to match Lord 
Warwick. 

Clif. Hence, heap of wrath, foul indigested 
lump, 

As crooked in thy manners as thy shape! 

York. Nay, we shall heat you thoroughly 
anon. 

Clif. Take heed, lest by your heat you 
burn yourselves. tOo 

King. Why, Warwick, hath thy knee 
forgot to bow ? 

Old Salisbury, shame to thy silver hair, 
Thou mad misleader of thy brainsick son ! 
What, wilt thou on thy death-bed play the 
ruffian 

And seek for sorrow with thy spectacles ? 
O, where is faith ? O, where is loyalty 7 
If it be banish'd from the frosty head. 
Where shall it find a harbour in the earth ? 
Wilt thou go dig a grave to find out war 


And shame thine honourable age with 
blood ? i;o 

Why art thou old, and want’s! experience ? 
Or wherefore dost abuse it, if thou Jiast it ? 
For shame ! In duty bend thy knee to me. 
That bows unto the grave with mickle age. 

Sal. My lord, I have considered w'ith 
myself 1 . ^ 

The title of this most renowned duke. 

And in my conscience do repute his (irace 
The rightful heir to England's royal seat. 

King. Hast thou not sworn allegiance 
unto me ? 

Sal. I have. 10 

King. Canst thou dispense with heaven 
for such an oath ? 

Sal. It is great sin to sw^ear unto a sin ; 
But greater sin to keep a sinful oath. 

Who can be bound by any solemn vow 
To do a murd'rous deed, to rob a man, 

To force a spotless virgin’s chastity, 

To reave the orphan of his patrimony, 

To wring the widow from her custom‘d 
right, 

And have no other reason for this wrong 
But that he was bound by a solemn oath ? 

Queeji. A subtle traitor nc^eds no sophistcr. 

King. Call Buckingham, and bid him arm 
himself. jo.' 

York. Call Buckingham, and all the 
friends thou hast, 

I am resolv’d for death or dignity. 

Clif. The first 1 warrant thee, if dreams 
prove true. j 

War, You were best to go to bed and 
dream again 

To keep thee from the tempest of the field. 

Clif. I am resolv’d to bear a greater storm 
Than any thou canst coniure up to-dav ; 
And that I’ll write upon thy burgonet, 
Might I but know thee by thy household 
badge. 

War. Now, by my father's badge, old 
Nevil's crest, 

The rampant bear chain'd to the ragged 
staff, 

This day I’ll wear aloft my burgonet. 

As on a mountain-top the cedar shows, -05 
That keeps his leaves in spite of any storm, 
Even to affright thee with the view thereof. 

Clif, And from thy burgonet 1*11 rend thy 
bear 

And tread it under foot with all contempt, 
Despite the berard that protects the bear. 

Y. Clif. And so to arms, victorious 
father, ^ 11 

To quell the rebels and their complices. 

Rick. Fie 1 charity, for shame ! Speak not 
in spite. 

For you shall sup with Jesu Christ to-night. 

y. Clif. Foul stigmatic, that Vs more than 
thou canst tell. ^5 

Rick, If not in heaven, you'll surely sup 
in hell, [Exeuul sefcrally. 
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Scene II. Saint Albans, 

Alamms to the battle. Enter Warwick, 

War. Clifford of Cumberland, ’tis Warwick 
calls; 

And if thou dcst not hide thee from the 
bear, 

Now, when the angry trumpet sounds 
alarum 

And dead men’s cries do fill the empty air, 
Clifford, 1 say, come forth and fight with 
me. s 

Frond northern lord, Clifford of Cumber¬ 
land, 

Warwick is hoarse with calling thee to arms. 

Enter York. 

How now, my noble lord ! wliat, all a-foot ? 

York, The deadly-handed Clilford slew 
my steed ; 

But match to match I have encount’red 
him, lo 

And made a prey for carrion kites and 
crows 

Even of the bonny beast he lov’d so well. 

Enter old Cliii'ord. 

War. Of one or both of us the time is 
come. 

York, Hold, Warwick, seek thee out 
some other chase, r 

For I myself must hunt this deer to death. 

War. Then, nobly, York ; *tis for a crown 
thou fight’st. 

As I intend, Clifford, to thrive to-day. 

It grieves my soul to leave thee unassail’d. 

lExif. 

Cl if. What seest thou in me, York ? 
Why dost thou pause ? 

York, With thy brave bearing should I be 
in love 20 

But that thou art so fast mine enemy. 

Clif. Nor should thy prowess want praise 
and esteem 

But that 'us shown ignobly and in treason. 

Yoin, So ict It help me now against thy 
sword. 

As I in justice and true right express it! 5 

Clif, My soul and body on the action 
both I 

York, A dreadful lay! Address thee 
instantly. 

(They fight and Clifford faUs, 

Clif, La fin couronne les ceuvres. I Dies. 

York. Thus war hath given thee peace, 
for thou art still. 

Peace with his soul, heaven, if it be thy 
will I [Exit. 

Enter young Clifford. 

Y. Clif. Shame and confusion ! All is on 
the rout; 

Fear frames disorder, and disorder wounds 
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Where it should guard. O war, thou son 
of hell. 

Whom angry heavens do make their 
minister. 

Throw in the fro-en bosoms of our part 55 
Hot coals of vengeance ! Let no soldier fly. 
He that is truly dedicate to war 
Hath no self-love; nor he that loves 
himself 

Hath not essentially, but by circumstance, 
The name of valour. [Sees his father*s body, 
O, let the vile world end 
And the premised flames of the last day 
Knit earth and heaven together ! 

Now let the general trumpet blow his blast, 
Particularities and petty sounds t \ 

To cease ! Wast thou ordain'd, dear father, 
To lose thy youth in peace and to achieve 
The silver livery of advi;;ed age. 

And in thy reverence and thy chair-days 
thus 

To die in ruffian battle ? Even at this 
sight 

My heart is turn’d to stone ; and while ‘tis 
mine ".o 

It shall be stony. York not our old men 
spjT es; 

No more will I their babes. Tears v irginal 
Shall be to me even as the dew to fire ; 
And beauty, that the tyrant oft reclaims, 
Shall to my flaming wrath he oil and flax. v. 
Hencefortli I will not have to do with pity : 
Meet I an infant of the house of York, 
Into as many gobbets will I cut it 
As wild Medea young Ahsyrtus did ; 

In cruelty will I seek out my fame. 

Come, thou new ruin of old Clifford's house; 
As did .^Eneas old Anchises bear, 

So bear I ti)ec upon my manly shoulders ; 
But then /Eneas bare a living load, 
Nothing so heavy as these woes of mine. ' 5 
[Exif leilh the body. 

Enter Richard and Somerset to fight, 
Somerset is killed. 

Rich. So, lie thou there ; 

For underneath an alehouse* paltry sign, 
J he Castle in Saint Albans, Somerset 
Hath made the wizard famous in his death. 
Sword, hold thy temper ; heart, be wrath¬ 
ful still: o 

Priests pray for enemies, but princes kill. 

[Extf. 

Fight, Excursions. Enter King, Queen, 
and ethers. 

Queen. Away, my lord I You are slow; 
for shame, away ! 

King. Can we outrun the heavens ? Good 
Margaret, stay. 

Queen, What are you made of ? You'll 
nor fight nor fly. 74 

Now is it manhood, wisdom, and defence. 
To give the enemy way, and to secure us 
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By wliat we can, which can no more but fly. 

[Alarum afar <;//. 
If you be ta’en, we then should see the 
bottom 

Of all our Ou tlines; but if we haply 
scape— 

As well wc may, if not through your 
neglect— 

We shall to London get, where you are 
lov'd, 

And where this breach now in our fortunes 
made 

May readily l>e stopp'd. 

Re’enla young Clifford. 

y, Clif. But that my licart’s on future 
mischief set, 

1 would speak blasphemy ere bid von fly ; 
But fly you must ; uncurablc discornlit 
R(?igns in the hearts of all our present 
parts. 

Away, for your relief! and we will live 
l o sec their day and them our fortune give. 
Away, rnv lord, away ! \Exeunt. 

SCFNH III. Fields near Saint Albans. 

Alarum. Retreat. Enter York, Richard, 

Warwick, and Soldiers, with drum and 

colours, 

York. Of Salisbury, who can report of 
him, 

'fhat winter lion, w'ho in rage forgets 
Aged contusions and all brush of time 
Atid, like a gallant in the brow of youth, 
Repairs him with occasion ? This happy 
day r* 

Is not itself, nor have we won one foot, 

If Salisbury be lost. 

Rich. My noble father. 


Three times to-day I help him to his horse. 
Three times bestrid him, thrice 1 led him off. 
Persuaded him from any further act; 

But still where danger was, still there I 
met him ; 

And like rich hangings in a homely house. 
So was his will in his old feeble body. 

But, noble as he is, look where he comes. 

Enter Salisbury. 

Sal. Now, by my sword, well hast thou 
fought to-day ! 

By th’ mass, so did we all. I thank you, 
Richard: :o 

God knows how long it is I have to live, 
And it hath pleas'd Him that three times 
to-day 

You have defended me from imminent 
death. 

Well, lords, we have not got that wdiich we 
have; o 

'Tis not enough our foes are this time fled. 
Being opposites of such repairing nature. 

York. I know our safety is to follow 
them ; 

For, as I hear, the King is fled to London 
To call a present court of Parliament. *. 
Let us pursue lum ere the writ.s go forth. 
What says Lord Warwick ? Shall we after 
them ? 

V\'ar. After them ? Nay, before them, if 
we can. 

Now, by rny biith, lords, 'twas a glorious 
day : 

Saint Albans’ battle, won by famous York, 
Shall be eterniz'd in all age to come. 
Sound drum and trumpets and to London 
all; 

.And more such days as these to us befall! 

fLxeurU. 
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THE THIRD PART OF 

KING HENRY THE SIXTH 


DRAMATIS 

King Henry the Sixth. 

Edward, Prince of Wales, his son. 
Louis XI, Kin^ of Franca. 

Duke of Somersf:T. 

Duke of Exeter. 

Earl of Oxford. 

Earl of Northumberland. 

Earl of Westmoreland. 

Loro Clifford. 

Richard Plani agenft, Duke of York. 
Edward, Earl of March, after- 
uards Kins Edward IV, 

Edmund, Earl of Rutland, 

George, afterwards Duke his sons. 

Clarence, 

Richard, afterwards Duke of 
Gloucester, 

Duke of Norfolk. 

Marquis of Montague. 

Earl of W arwick. 

Earl of Pembroke. 

Lord Hastings. 

Lord Stafford. 

The Scene : En 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1. London. The Parliament House. 

Alarum. Enter Duke of York, Edward, 
Richard, Norfolk, Montaguig War¬ 
wick, and Soldiers, with white roses hi 
their hats. 

War. I wonder how the King escap'd our 
hands. 

York. W hile we pursu'd the horsemen of 
the north, 

He slily stole away and left his men; 

W^hereat the great Lord of Northumber¬ 
land, 

Whose warlike ears could never brook 
retreat, 

Cheer'd up the drooping army, and himself, 

Lord Clifford, and Lord Stafford, all 
abreast, 

Charg’d our main battle’s front, and, 
breaking in, 

W'ere by the swords of common soldiers 
slain. 

Bdw. Lord Stafford's father, Duke of 
Buckingham, lo 

Is either slain or wounded dangerous ; 

I cleft his beaver with a downright blow. , 
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PERSONvE 

Sir John Mortimer, \ uncles to the 
Sir Hugh Mortimer, j Duke of York. 
Henry, Lari of Richmond, a youth. 

Lord Rivers, hrolher to Lady Grey. 

Sir WTllia.m Stanley. 

Sir John Montgomery. 

Sir John So.merville. 

Tutor, to Rutland. 

Mayor of York. 

Lieutenant of the Tower. 

A Nobl'-man. 

Two Keepers. 

A Huntsman. 

A Son that has killed his father. 

A Father that has kilied his son. 

Queen Margaret. 

Lady Grey, afterwards Queen to Edward 

IV'. 

Bona, sister to the French Queen. 

Soldiers, Attendants, Messengers, Watch¬ 
men, 4kc. 


:lanJ and France. 


That this is true, father, behold his blood. 

Mom. And, brother, here's the Eiiii of 
Wiltshire’s blood, 11 

Whom I encount'red as the battles join’d. 

Rich. Speak thou for me, and tell them 
what I did. 

[Throwins dotvn Somerset's head. 

York. Richard hath best deserv’d of all 
my sons. 

But is your Grace dead, my Lord of 
Somerset ? 

Norf. Such hope have all the line of John 
of Gaunt! 

Rich. Thus do 1 hope to shake King 
Henry’s head. ^ 

War. And so do L Victorious Prince of 
York, 

Before I sec thee seated in that throne 

Which now the house of Lancaster usurps, 

I vow by heaven these eyes shall never 
close. 

This is the palace of the fearful King, 

And this the regal seat. Possess it, York; 

For this is thine, and not King Henry’s 
heirs’. 

York. Assist me then, sweet Warwick, 
and 1 will; 

For hither we have broken in by force. 



KING HENRY THE SIXTH PART THREE 


Scene 1] 


Norf, We'll all assist you; he that flies 
shall die. 30 

York, Thanks, gentle Norfolk. Stay by 
me, my lords; 

And, soldiers, stay and lodge by me this 
night. [They go up. 

War, And when the King comes, ofler 
him no violence, 

Unless he seek to thrust you out perforce. 
York. I’he Queen this day hero holds her 
parliament, 

But little thinks we shall be of her council. 
By words or blov;s here let us win our right. 
Rich. Arm'd as we are, let's stay within 
this house. 

War. The bloody parliament shall this be 
call'd, » 

Unless Piantagenct, Duke of York, be King, 
And bashful Mcnry depos’d, whose 
cowardice 

Hath made us by-words to our enemies. 
York. Then leave me not, my lords ; be 
resolute: 

1 mean to take possession of my right. 
War. Neither the King, nor he that loves 
him best, t'* 

The proudest he that holds up Lancaster, 
Dares stir a wirig if Warwick shake his hells. 
I’ll plant Piantagenct, root him up who 
dare.s. 

Resolve thee, Richard ; claim the English 
crowm. I York occupies the throne 

Flourish. Enter King Henry, Clifford, 
Northumuhrland, Westmoreland, Ex¬ 
eter, and Others, with red roses in their 
hats. 

K. Hen. My lords, look where the sturdy 
rebel sits, so 

Even in the chair of state! Belike he 
means, 

Back’d by the power of Warwick, that false 
peer, 

To aspire unto the crown and reign as king. 
Earl of Northumberland, he slew thy 
father; 

And thine, Lord Clifford ; and you both 
have vow’d revenge 5^ 

On him, his sons, his favourites, and his 
friends. 

North. If 1 be not, heavens be reveng’d 
on me! 

Clif. The hope thereof makes Clifford 
mourn in steel. 

West. What, shall we suffer this ? Let’s 
pluck him down; 

My heart for anger burns ; I cannot brook 
it. (>o 

K. Hen. Be patient, gentle Earl of West¬ 
moreland. 

Clif. Patience is for poltroons such as he ; 
He durst not sit there had your father liv’d. 
My gracious lord, here In the parliament 
Let us assail the family of York. 65 


North, Well hast thou spoken, cousin ; 
be it so. 

K. Hen. Ah, kno\/ you not the city 
favours them, 

And they have troops of soldiers at their 
beck ? 

Exe. But when the Duke is slain they’ll 
quickly fly. 

K. Heii. Far be the thought of this from 
Henry’s heart, ? > 

To make a shambles of the pauiament 
house ! 

Cousin of EXeter, frowms, words, and 
threats, 

Shall he the war that Henry means to use. 

rtiou factious Duke of York, descend my 
throne 7 ^ 

And kneel for grace and mercy at my feet; 

I am thy sovereign. 

York. I am thine. 

Exe. For shame, come down ; he made 
thee Duke of York. 

York. ’ i was my inheritance, as the earl¬ 
dom was. 

Exe. Thy father w^as a traitor to the 
crown. 

War. Exeter, thou art a traitor to the 
crown 

In following this usurping Henry. 

Clif. Whom should he follow but his 
natural king ? 

War. True, Clifford : and that’s Richard 
Duke of York. 

K. Hen, And shall I stand, and thou sit in 
my throne ? 

York. It must and shall be so; content 
thyself. '^s 

War. Be Duke of Lancaster ; let him be 
King. 

West. He is both King and Duke of 
Lancaster; 

And that the Lord of Westmoreland shall 
maintain. 

War. And Warwick shall disprove it. 
You forget 

That we are those which chas’d you from 
the field, 

And slew your fathers, and wdth colours 
spread 

March’d through the city to the palace 
gates, 

Norlh. Yes, Warwick, I remember it to 
my grief; 

And, by his soul, thou and thy house shall 
rue it. 

West. Plantagenet, of thee, and these thy 
sons, 

Thy kinsmen, and thy friends. I’ll have 
more lives 

Than drops of blood were in my father’s 
veins. 

CUf. Urge it no more; lest that instead 
of words 

I send thee, Warwick, such a messenger 
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As shall revenge his death before I stir. 

War. Poor Clifford, how I scorn his 
worthless threats ! 

Yorlc. Will you we show' our title to the 
crown ? 

If not, our swords shall plead it in tlje field. 

JC. Hen. What title hast thou, traitor, to 
the crown ? 

Thy father was, as thou art, Duke of York ; 

Thy grandfather, Roger Mortimer, Earl of 
March: 

1 am the son of Henry the Fifth, 

W’ho made the Dauphin and the French to 
stoop, 

And seiz’d upon their towns and provinces. 

War. Talk not of France, sith tiiou hast 
lost it all. 

K. Hen. The Lord Protector lost it, and 
not 1: 

When I was crown’d, I was but nine months 
old. 

Rich. You are old enough now, and yet 
methinks you lose. 

Father, tear the crown from the usurper’s 
head. 

Edw. Sweet father, do so ; set it on your 
head. i j 5 

Mont. Good brother, thou lov’st and 
honourest arms, 

Let’s fight it out and not stand cavilling 
thus. 

Rich. Sound drums and trumpets, and 
the King will fly\ 

York. Sons, peace! 

K. Hen. Peace thou 1 and give King 
Henry leave to speak. i o 

U’ar, Plantagenet shall speak first. Hear 
him, lords ; 

And be you silent and attentive too. 

For he that interrupts him shall not live. 

K. Hen. Think'st thou that 1 will leave 
my kingly throne, »^ i 

Wherein my grandsire and my father sat ? 

No ; first shall war unpeople thi.s my realm; 

Ay, and their colours, often borne in 
France, 

And now in England to our heart’s great 
sorrow, 

Shall be my winding-sheet. Why faint you, 
lords ? 

My title’s good, and better far than his. r^o 

War. Prove it, Henry, and thou shalt be 
King. 

K. Hen. Henry the Fourth by con(|uest 
got the crown. 

York. ’Twas by rebellion against his 
king. 

K. Hen. [Aside] I know not what to say ; 
my title’s weak.— 

Tell me, may not a king adopt an heir ? 135 

York. What then ? 

K. Hen. An if he may, then am I lawful; 
King; j 

For Richard, in the view of many lords, • 
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Resign’d the crown to Henry the Fourth, 

Whose heir my father was, and 1 am his. j jo 

York. He rose against him, being his 
sovereign, 

And made him to resign his crown perforce. 

War. Suppose, my lords, he did it un¬ 
constrain’d, 

Think you 'twere prejudicial to his crown ? 

Exe. No ; for he could not so resign his 
crown > f? 

But that the next heir shou’ uxeed and 
reign. 

K. Hen. Art thou against us, Duke of 
Exeter ? 

Exe. His is the right, and therefore 
pardon me. 

York. W’hv whisper you, my lords, and 
answer not ? 

Exe. My conscience tells me he is law ful 
King. 150 

K. Hen. I Aside] All will revolt from me, 
and turn to him. 

North. Plantagenet, for all the claim thou 
lay'st, 

Think not that Henry shall be so depos’d. 

War. Depos’d he shall be, in despite t>l' all. 

North. Thou art deceiv’d. ’I'is not thy 
southern power i ? 3 

Of Essex, Norfolk, Suffolk, nor of Kent, 

Which makes thee thus presumptuous and 
proud, 

Can set the i ukc up in despite of me. 

Clif. King Henry, be thy title right or 
wrong, 

Lord Clifford vows to fight in thy defence. 

May that ground gape, and swallow me 
alive, on 

Where I shall kneel to him that slew my 
father! 

K. Hen. O Clifford, how thy words revive 
my heart! 

York. Henry of Lancaster, resign thy 
crown. 

What mutter you, or what conspire you, 
lords ? 

War. Do right unu* this princely Duke 
of York; 

Or I will fill the house with armed men, 

And over the chair of state, where now he 
sits, 

Write up his title with usurping blood. 

[He stamps with his foot and the Soldiers 
shotv themselves. 

K. Hen. My Lord of Warwick, hear but 
one word : j 70 

Let me for this my life-time reign as 
king. 

York. Confirm the crown to me and to 
mine heirs, 

And thou shalt reign in quiet while thou 
liv’st. 

K. Hen. I am content. Richard Planta¬ 
genet, 

Enjoy the kingdom after my decease, m 
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Clif. What wrong is this unto the Prince 
your son ! 

W ar. What good is this to England and 
hiinsclt! 

West, Base, fearful, and despairing 
Henry I 

Clif. How hast thou injur'd both thyself 
and us ! 

West. 1 cannot slay to hear these 
articles. j ^ 

North. Nor 1. 

Clif. Come, cousin, let us tell the Queen 
these news. 

West. Farewell, faint-hearted and degen¬ 
erate king. 

In whose cold blood no spark of honour 
bides. 

North. Be thou a prey unto the house of 
York 

And die in bands for this unmanly deed 1 

Clif. In dreadful war mayst thou be 
overcome, 

Or live in peace abandon’d and despis’d ’ 
IHxeMul Northumherland, Ciitjord avd 
Westmoreland. 

War. Turn this way, Henry, and regard 
them not. 

Exe. rhey seek revenge, and therefore 
will not yield. « >• 

K. Hen. Ah, Exeter! 

War. Why should you sigh, my lord ? 

K. Hen. Not for myself, Lord Warwick, 
hut my son, 

Whom I unnaturally shall disinherit. 

But be it as it may. [To York] I here entail 

The crown to thee and to thine heirs for 
ever ; i 

Conditionally, that here thou take an 
oath 

To cease this civil war, and, wdulst I live, 

7'o honour me as thy king and sovereign. 

And neither by treason nor hostility ly - 

To seek to put me down and reign thyself. 

York. This oath I willingly take, and will 
perform, [Coming from the throne. 

War. Long live King Henry I Planta- 
genet, embrace him. 

K. Hen. And long live thou, and these 
thy forward sons 1 

York. Now York and Lancaster are 
reconcil'd. 

Exe, Accurs’d be he that seeks to make 
them foes ! ^ 

[SVnnc/. Here they come down. 

York, Farewell, my gracious lord ; I'll to 
my castle. 

War. And I'll keep London with my 
soldiers. 

Norf, And I to Norfolk with my 
followers. 

Monf. And I unto the sea, from whence 
1 came. [Exeunt the Yorkists. 

K, Hen. And I, with grief and sorrow, to 
the court. 210 


Enter QimES Margaret and the Prince 
OF Wales. 

Exe. Here comes the Queen, whose looks 
bewray her anger. 

I'll steal away. 

1C. Hen. Exeter, so wall I. 

Q. Mar, Nay, go not from me; I will 
follow thee. 

K. Hen. Be patient, gentle queen, and I 
will stay. 

Q. Mar. Who can be patient in such 
extremes ? 

All, w retched man I Would I had died a 
maid, 

And never seen thee, never borne thee son, 
Seeing thou hast prov’d so unnatural a 
father I 

Hath he deserv’d to lose his birthright 
thus ? n-j 

Hadst thou but lov'd him half so well as I, 
Or felt that pain which I did for him once. 
Or nourish’d him as 1 did with my blood, 

1 hou wouldst ha\ e left thy dearest heart- 
blood there 

Rather than have made that savage diikc 
thine heir. 

And disinherited thine only son. 2:5 

Prince. Father, you cannot disinherit 
me. 

It you he King, why should not I succeed ? 

K, Hen. Pardon me, Margaret; pardon 
me, sweet son. 

I hc Earl of Warwick and the Duke enforc'd 
me. 

Q. Mar. Enforc’d thee I Art thou King 
and wilt be forc’d ? ? 3 o 

I shame to hear thee speak. Ah, timorous 
w retch ! 

I’hou hast undone thyself, thy son, and me ; 
And giv’n unto the house of York .such 
head 

As thou shalt reign but by their sufferance. 
To entail him and his heirs unto the crown, 
What is it but to make thy sepulchre 
And creep into it far before thy time ? 
Warwick is Chancellor and the lord of 
Calais ; 

Stern Falconbridge commands the narrow 
seas; 

The Duke is made Protector of the realm ; 
And yet shalt thou be safe ? Such safety 
finds -41 

The trembling lamb environed with wolves. 
Had 1 been there, which am a silly woman, 
llic soldiers should have toss'd me on their 
pikes 

Before 1 would have granted to that act, ^215 
But thou prefer’st thy life before thine 
honour; 

And seeing thou dost, 1 here divorce myself 
Btith from thy table, Henry, and thy bed. 
Until that act of parliament be repeal'd 
Whereby my son is disinherited. 250 
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The northern lords that have forsworn thy 
colours 

Will follow mine, if once they sec them 
spread; 

And spread they shall be, to thy foul 
disg;race 

And utter ruin of the house of York. 

Thus do I leave thee. Come, son, let’s 
away; o' 

Our army is ready : come. w'e’U after them. 

K. Hen. Stav, gentle Margaret, and hear 
me speak. 

Q. Mar* Thou hast spoke too much 
already ; get thee gone. 

K. Hen. Gentle son Edward, thou wilt 
stay with me ? 

Q. Mar. Ay, to be murder’d by his 
enemies. 

Prince. When I return with victory from 
the held 

rii sec your Grace ; till then I'll follow her. 

Q. Mar. Come, son, away; we may not 
linger thus. [Exeunt Queen Margaret 
and the Prince. 

K. Hen. Poor queen ! How' love to me 
and to her son 

Hath made her break out into terms of 
rage! s* 5 

Reveng’d may she be on that hateful Duke. 

Whose haughty spirit, winged with desire. 

Will cost my crown, and like an empty eagle 

Tire on the flesh of me and of my son ! 

The loss of those three lords torments my 
heart. :?< 

ITl write unto them, and entreat them fair ; 

Come, cousin, you shall be the messenger. 

Exe. And I, I hope, shall reconcile them 
all. (Exeifwl 

Scene 11. Sandal Castle, near Wakefield, in 
Yorkshire. 

Flourish. Enter Edward, Richard, and 
Montague. 

Rich. Brother, though I be youngest, give 
me leave. 

Bdw. No, I can better play the orator. 

Mont. But I have reasons strong and 
forcible. 

Enter the Duke of York. 

York. Why, how now, sons and brother I 
at a strife ? 1 

What is your quarrel ? How began it first ? 

Ediv. No quarrel, but a slight contention. 

York. About what ? 

Rick. About that which concerns your 
Grace and u.s— 

The crown of England, father, which is 
yours. 

York. Mine, boy ? Not till King Henry 
be dead. to 

Rich. Your right depends not on his life 
or death. 


Bduf. Now you are heir, therefore enjoy 
it now. 

By giving the house of Lancaster leave to 
breathe. 

It will outrim you, father, in the end. 

York. 1 took an oath that he should 

quietly reign. li 

Bdw. But for a kingdom any oath may be 
broken : 

1 would break a thousand oaths to reign 
one year. 

Rich, No ; God forbid your Grace should 
be forsworn. 

York. 1 shall be, if I claim by open 
war. 

Rich. I’ll prove the contrary, if you’ll 

hear me speak. ::u 

York. Thou canst not, son : it is im¬ 
possible. 

Rich. An oath is of no moment, being not 
took 

Before a true and lawful magistrate 
That hath authority over him that swears. 
Henry had none, but did usurp the place ; 
Then, seeing ’twas he that made you to 
depose, 26 

Your oath, my lord, is vain and frivolous. 
Therefore, to arms. And, father, do but 
think 

How sweet a thing it is to wear a crown. 
Within whose circuit is Elysium .i» 

And all that poets feign of bliss and joy. 
Why do we linger thus ? I cannot rest 
Until the white rose that I wear be dy’d 
Even in the lukewarm blood of Henry's 
heart. 

York. Richard, enough; I will be King, 
or die, 5s 

Brother, thou shalt to London presently 
And whet on Warwick to this enterprise. 
Thou, Richard, shalt to the Duke of 
Norfolk 

And tell him privily of our intent. %<i 
You, Edward, shall unto my Lord Ck)bham, 
With whom the Kentishmen will willingly 
rise; 

In them I trust, for they are soldiers. 
Witty, courteous, liberal, full of spirit. 
While you are thus employ’d, what resteth 
more 

But that 1 seek occasion how to rise, 45 
And yet the King not privy to my drift, 
Nor any of the house of Lancaster ? 

Enter a Messenger. 

But, stay. What news ? Why com’st thou 
in such post ? 

Mess. ITie Uueen with all the northern 
earls and lords 

Intend here to besiege you in your castle. 50 
She is hard by with twenty thousand men; 
And therefore fortify your hold, my lord, 

York. Ay, with my sword. what! 
think’st thou that we fear them 7 
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Edward and Richard, you shall stay with 
me; 5 4 

My brother Montague shall post to London. 

Let noble Warwick, Cobham, and the rest, 

Whom wc have left protectors of the King. 

With pow’rful policy strengthen themselves 

And trust not simple Henry nor hivS oaths. 

Mont, Brother, 1 go ; I’ll win them, fear 
it not, 

And thus most humbly I do take my leave. 

[Exh. 

Eider SiR John and Sir Hugh 
Mortimer. 

York, Sir John and Sir Hugh Mortimer, 
mine uncles ! 

You are come to Sandal in a happy hour ; 

'Lhc army of the Queen mean to besiege us. 

Sir John. She shall not need ; we’ll meet 
her in the field. ' *> 

York. What, with five thousand men ? 

Rich. Ay, with five hundred, father, for a 
need. 

A woman's general; what should wc fear ? 

[A march afar off. 

Eciw. 1 hear their drums. Let’s set our 
men in order, 

And issue forth and bid them battle 
straight. 

York. Five men to twenty I Though the 
odds be great, 

1 doubt not, uncle, of our victory. 

Many a battle have 1 won in France, 

When as the enemy hath been ten to one ; 

Why should I not mm have the like 
success ? [Exeunt. 

Scene Ill. Field of battle between Sandal 
Castle and Wakefield. 

Alarum. Enter Rutland and his Tutor. 

Rut. Ah, whither shall I fly to scape their 
hands ? 

Ah, tutor, look where bloody Clifl'ord 
comes I 

Enter CXieford and Soldiers. 

Clif, Chaplain, away I Thy priesthood 
saves thy life. 

As for the brat of this accursed duke. 

Whose father slew my father, he shall die. 5 

Tut. And I, my lord, will bear him com¬ 
pany. 

Clif. Soldiers, away with him I 

Tut. Ah, Clifford, murder not thiS; 
innocent child. 

Lest thou be hated both of God and man. 

lExii, forced off by Soldiers. 

Clif. How now, is he dead already ? Or 
is it fear 

That makes him close his eyes ? Til open 
them. 

Rut. So looks the pent-up lion o'er the! 
wretch 


That trembles under his de^'oufi^g paws ; 
And so he walks, insulting o’er his prey, ti 
A nd so he comes, to rend his limbs asunder. 
All, gentle Cliflord, kill me with thy sword. 
And not with such a cruci threat’ning look I 
Sweet Clifford, hear me speak before 1 die. 
1 am too mean a subject for thy wrath ; 
Be thou reveng’d on men, and let me li*/e. :!o 
Ctif. In vain thou speak’st, pv>or boy ; 
mv father’s blood 

Hath stopp'd the passage w'hcre thy words 
should enter. 

Rut. 'then let niy father’s blood open it 
again : 

He is a man, and, Clifford, cope with him. 
Clif. Had I thy brethren here, their lives 
and tliine -.s 

Were not revenge sullicient for me ; 

No, if 1 digg’d up thy forefathers’ graves 
And hung their rotten coffins up in chains. 
It could not slake mine ire nor ease my 
heart. 

The sight of any of the house of York .\o 
Is as a fury to torment my soul ; 

And till 1 root out their accursed line 
And leave not one alive, 1 live in hell. 
Therefore— 

JRuf. O, let me pray before I take my 
death I ss 

To thee 1 pray : sweet Clifford, pity me. 
Clif. Such pity as my rapier’s point 
afibrds. 

Rut. 1 never did thee harm ; why wilt 
thou slay me ? 

Clif. Thy father hath. 

Rut. But ’twas ere I was born. 

Thou hast one son ; for his sake pity me, 
Lest in revenge thereof, sith God is just, 
He be as miserably slain as I. 

Ah, let me live in prison all my days; 

And when I give occasion of offence 
Then let me die, for now thou hast no 
cause. 45 

Clif. No cause! 

Thy father slew my father ; therefore, die. 

[Sfubs him. 

Rut. Di faciant laudis summa sit ista 
tuae I [Dies. 

Clif. Plantagenet, I come, Plantagcnct; 
And this thy son’s blood cleaving to my 

blade v* 

Shall rust upon my weapon, till thy blood, 

Congeal'd with this, do make me wipe off 
both. [Exit, 

Scene IV, Another pari of the field. 
Alarum. Enter the Di^ke of York. 

York. The army of the Queen hath got 
the field. 

My uncles both are slain in rescuing me ; 
And all my followers to the eager foe 
Turn back and fly, like ships before the 
wind, 
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Or lambs pursu’d by hunger-starved 
wolves. 5 

My sons—God knows what hath bechanced 
them ; 

But this 1 know—they have demean’d 
themselves 

Like men born to renown by life or death. 
Three times did Richard make a lane to 
me. 

And thrice cried ’ Courage, father! fight 
it outi' 
And full as oft came Edward to my side 
With purple falchion, painted to the hilt 
In blood of those that had encount’rcd 
him. 

And when the hardiest w'arriors did retire. 
Richard cried ‘ Charge, and give no foot of 
ground ’. 

And cried ' A crown, or else a glorious 
tomb ! 

A sceptre, or an earthly sepulchre! * 

With this we charg’d again ; but out alas 1 
We bodg’d again ; as 1 have seen a swan 
With bootless labour swim against the tide 
And spend her strength with over-matching 
waves. [A short alarum within. 
Ah, hark! The fatal followers do pursue. 
And I am faint and cannot fly their fury : 
And were I strong, 1 would not shun their 
fury. 

The sands are »amb’red that make up mv 
life; 

Here must I stay, and here my life must 
end. 

Enter QuEr^N Mahcaret, Clifford, North- 
X MOEULAND, the PRINCE OF WALES, and 
Soldiers. 

Ceme, bloody Clifford, rough Northumber¬ 
land, 

I dare your quenchless fury to more rage; 
1 am your butt, and 1 abide your shot. 
Sorth. Yield to our mercy, proud 
Plantagenet. v 

CUf. Ay, to such mercy as his ruthless 
arm 

With downright payment show’d unto my 
father. 

Now Phaethoii hath tumbled from his car, 
And made an evening at the noontide prick. 
York. My ashes, as the phoenix, may 
bring forth 

A bird that will revenge upon you all; 
And in that hope I throw mine eyes to 
heaven, 

Scorning whate’er you can afflict me with. 
Why come you not ? What! multitudes, 
and fear ? 

Cli/. So cowards fight when they can fly 
no further; 40 

So doves do peck the falcon’s piercing 
talons ; 

So desperate thieves, all hopeless of their 
lives, 
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Breathe out invectives 'gainst the officers, 

York. O Clifford, but bethink thee once 
again. 

And in thy thought o’errun my former 
time; 

And, if thou canst for blushing, view this 
face, 

And bite thy tongue that slanders him with 
cowardice 

VV’hose frown hath made thee faint and fly 
ere this ! 

Cl if. 1 will not bandy with thee word for 
word, 

But buckler with thee blow'S, twice tw^o for 
one. 50 

Q. Mar. Hold, valiant Clifford ; for a 
thousand causes 

I w'ould prolong awhile the traitor’s life. 

Wrath makes him deaf; speak thou, 
Northumberland. 

North. Hold, Clifford ! do not honour him 
so much 

To prick thy linger, though to wound his 
heart. 55 

What valour were it, when a cur doth grin, 

For one to thrust his hand between his 
teeth, 

When he might spurn him with his foot 
away ? 

It is war’s prize to take all vantages ; 

And ten to one is no impeach of valour. . 

I'lTiey lay hands on York, who stru!;i*les. 

Clif. Av, ay. so strives the woodcock 
with the gin. 

North. So doth tlie cony struggle in the 
net. 

York. So triumph thieves upon their con¬ 
quer’d booty ; 

So true men vield, with robbers so o’er- 
match’d. 

North. What would your Grace have done 
unto him now ? < 5 

Q. Mar. Brave warriors, Clifford and 
Northumberland, 

Come, make him stand upon this molehill 
here 

That ralight at mountains with out¬ 
stretched arms, 

Yet parted but the shadow with his hand. 

What, was it you that would be England’s 
king ? 

Was’t you that revell’d in our parliament 

And made a preachment of your high 
descent ? 

Where are your mess of sons to back you 
now ? 

The wanton Edward and the lusty Ceorge ? 

And where’s that valiant crook-back 
prodigy, 75 

Dicky your boy, that with his grumbling 
voice 

Was wont to cheer his dad in mutinies ? 

Or, with the rest, where is your darling 
Rutland ? 
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Look, York: I stain'd this napkin with the 
blood 

That valiant Clifford with his rapier's point 
Made issue Irom the bosom of the boy ; 
And if thine eyes can water for his death 
I give thee this to dry thy cheeks withal. 
Alas, poor York ! but that I hate thee 
deadly, 

1 should lament thy miserable state. 

I prithee grieve to make me merry, York. 
What, hath thy fiery heart so parch’d thine 
entrails 

That not a tear can fall for Rutland’s death ? 
Why art thou patient, man ? Thou shouldst 
be mad ; 

And 1 to make thee mad do mock thee thus. 
Stamp, rave, and fret, that 1 may sing and 
dance. ■/' 

1’hou wouldst he fee'd, 1 see, to make me 
sport; 

York cannot speak unless he wear a crown. 
A crown for York !—and, lords, bow low to 
him. 

Hold yem his hands whilst I do set it on. »■> 
IPultiu;: a paper crou n on his head. 
Ay, marry, sir, now IvxMvs he like a king ! 
Ay, this is he that took King Henry’s chair, 
And this is he was his adopted heir. 

But how is it that great Rlantagenet 
Is crown’d so soon and broke his solemn 
oath ? i 

As I bethink me, you should not he King 
1 ill our King Henry had shook hands with 
death 

And will you pale your head in Henry’s 
Slory, 

And rob his temples ot the diadem, 

Now in his life, against your holy oath ? I' s 
O, ’tis a fault too too unpardonable ! 

Off with the crown and with the crown his 
head ; 

And. whilst we breathe, take time to do him 
dead. 

Clif. That is my office, for my father’s 
sake. 

Q. Mar. Nay, stay ; let’s hear the orisons 
he makes. n - 

York. She-wolf of France, but worse than 
wolves of France, 

Whose tongue more poisons than the 
adder’s tooth \ 

How ill-beseeriiing is it in thy sex 
To triumph like an Amazonian tnill u i 
Upon their woes whom fortune captivates ! 
But that thy face is visard-like, unchanging, 
Made impudent with use of evil deeds, 

1 would assay, proud queen, to make thee 
blush. 

To teil thee whence thou cam’st, of whom 
deriv’d, 

Were shame enough to shame thee, w'ert 
thou not shameless. 

Thy father l>cars the type of King of 
Naples, 


Of both the Sicils and JerusalcFii, 

Yet not so wealthy as an English yeoman. 
Hath that poor monarch taught thee to 
insult ? 

It needs not, nor it boots thee not, proud 
queen : i.«5 

Unless the adage must he verified, 

That beggars mounted run their horse to 
tieath. 

’Tis beauty that doth oft make women 
proud ; 

But, God e knows, thy share thereof is 
small. 

'Tis virtue that doth make them most 
admir’d; 

The contrary doth make thee wond’rcd at. 
’Tis government that makes them seem 
divine ; 

7'he want thereof makes thee abominable. 
Thou art as opposite to every good 
As the Antipodes are unto us, 1.15 

Or as the south to the septentrion. 

O tiger's heart wrapp’d in a woman’s hide ! 
How couIJst thou drain the life-blood of 
the child, 

To bid the father wupe his eyes withal, 
And yet be seen to bear a woman’s face ? i 
Women arc soft, mild, pitiful, and flexible : 
Thou stern, obdurate, flinty, rough, remorse¬ 
less. 

Bid’st thou me rage ? Why, now thou 
hast thy wish ; 

Wouldst have me weep ? Why, now thou 
hast thy wull; 

F'or raging wind blows up incessant 
showers, IIS 

And when the rage allays, the rain begins. 
These tears are my sweet Rutland's 
obsequies ; 

And every drop cries vengeance for his 
death 

’Gainst thee, fell Clifford, and thee, false 
Frenchwoman. 

Norilu Beshrew me, but his passions 
move me so 150 

That hardly can I check my eyes from 
tears. 

York, That face of his the hungry 
cannibals 

Would not have toiidi’d, would not have 
stain’d with blood; 

But you are more inhuman, more inexor¬ 
able— 1:4 

O, ten times more—than tigers of Hyrcania. 
See, ruthless queen, a hapless father’s tears. 
This cloth thou dipp’dst in blood of my 
sweet boy, 

And I with tears do wash the b^ood aw'ay. 
Keep thou the napkin, and go boast of this ; 
And if thou tell’st the heavy story right, no 
Upon my soul, the hearers will shed tears ; 
Yea, even my foes will shed fast-falling 
tears 

And say 'Alas, it was a piteous deed ! ’ 
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There, take the crown, and with the crown 
my curse; 

And in thy need such comfort come to thee 
As now I reap at thy too cruel hand! 
Hard-hearted Clifford, take me from the 
world ; 

My soul to heaven, my blood upon your 
heads! 

North, Mad he been slaughter-man to all 
my kin, 

I should not lor my life but weep with him, 
I'o sec how inly sorrow gripes his soul. 

Q, Mar. What, weeping-ripe, my Lord 
Northumberland ? 

Think but upon the wrong he did us all. 
And that will quickly dry thv melting tears. 

CUf. Mere's for my oath, here's for my 
father's death. iiini. 

Q. Mar, And here's to right our gentle- 
hearted king. ISiuhbiHg him. 

York, Open Thy gate of mercy, gracious 
God ! 

My soul flies through these wounds to seek 
out Thee. I Dies. 

Q. Mar, Off with his head, and set it on 
York gates ; t 7 ) 

So Y’ork may overlook the town of York. 

[Tlourish. HxeioU. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. A plain near Mortimer's Cross in 
Herefordshire, 

A march. Enter Edw ard, Richard, and 
their Fewer. 

Edu\ 1 wonder how our princely father 
scap’d. 

Or whether he be scap’d away or no 
From Clifford’s and Northumberland's 
pursuit. 

Had he been ta'cn, we should have heard 
the news; 

Had he been slain, we should have heard the 
news; 5 

Or had he scap’d, me thinks we should have 
heard 

The happy tidings of his good escape. 

How fares my brother ? Why is he so sad ? 

Rich, I cannot joy until I be resolv’d 
Where our right valiant father Is become. 10 
I saw him in the battle range about, 

And watch’d him how he singled Clifford 
forth. 

Methought he bore him in the thickest 
troop 

As doth a lion in a herd of neat; 14 

Or as a l>ear, encompass’d round with dogs. 
Who having pinch’d a few and made them 
cry, 

The rest stand all aloof and bark at him. 

So far’d our father with his enemies; 

So fled his enemies my warlike father. 
Methinks *tis prize enough to be his son. 20 
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See how the morning opes her golden gates 
And takes her farewell of the glorious sun. 
How well resembles it the prime of youth, 
Trimm’d like a younker prancing to his 
love 1 

Ediv. Dazzle mine eyes, or do I see three 
suns ? 

Rich, Three glorious suns, each one a 
perfect sun; 

Sot separated with the racking clouds, 
But sever’d in a pale clear-shining sky. 
See, see! they join, embrace, and seem to 
kiss. 

As if they vow’d some league inviolable, 
Now are they but one lamp, one light, one 
sun. 

In this the heaven figures some event. 

Edu. 'Tis wondrous strange, the like yet 
never heard of. 

I think it cites us, brother, to the field, 

1 hat we, the sons of brave Plantagenet, 55 
Each one already blazing by our ineecM, 
Should notwitiistanding join our lights 
together 

And ovcrshiiie the earth, as this the work!. 
Whate’er it bodes, henceforward will I l>eaf 
Upon my target three fair shining suns. 4 > 

Rich, Nay, bear three daiigiiters—by 
your leave I speak it, 

You love the breeder better than the male, 

Ejiler a Messenger, blowing. 

But what art thou, whose heavy looks 
foretell 

Some dreadful story hanging on thy 
tongue ? 

Mess. Ah, one that was a woeful looker- 
on > 

When as the noble Duke of York was slain. 
Your princely father and my loving lord! 

Edu\ O, speak no more! for 1 have 
heard too much. 

Rich, Say how he died, for 1 will hear 
it all. 1.; 

Mess. Environed he was with many foes, 
And stood against them as the hope of 7 roy 
Against the Greeks that would have cnt'red 
Troy. 

But Hercules himself must yield to odds ; 
And many strokes, though with a little axe, 
Hews down and fells the hardcst-timber’d 
oak. 55 

By many hands your father was subdu'd ; 
But only slaiight’red by the ireful arm 
Of unrelenting Clifford and the Queen, 
Who crown’d the gracious Duke in high 
despite, 

Laugh'd in his face; and when with grief 
he wept, 60 

The ruthless Queen gave him to dry his 
cheeks 

A napkin steeped in the harmless blood 
Of sweet young Rutland, by rough Clifford 
slain; 
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And after many scorns, many foul taunts. 

1 hey took his head, and on the gates of 
York 

They set the same; and there it doth 
remain. 

The saddest spectacle tliat e’er I view’d. 

Bdiv. Sweet Duke of York, our prop to 
lean upon, 

Now thou art gone, we have no staff, no 
stay. 

O Clifford, boist'rous Clifford, thou hast 
slain : ■ 

The flow’r of Europe for his chivalry ; 

And treacherously havSt thou vanquish’d 
him, 

For hand to hand he would have van- 
quish’d thee. 

Now my soul’s palace is become a prison. 

Ah, would she break from hence, that this 
my body 75 

Might in tiie ground be closed up in rest! 

For never henceforth shall 1 joy again ; 

Never, O never shall I see more joy. 

Rich. I cannot weep, for all my body's 
moisture 

Scarce ser\es to quench my furnace- 
burning heart; ^ * 

Nor can my tongue unload my heart's great 
burden, 

For self-same wind that I should speak 
withal 

Is kindling coals that fires all my breast, 

And burns me up with flames that tears 
would quench. 

To weep is to make less the depth of grief. 

Tears then for babes; blows and revenge 
for me! 

Richard, I bear thy name ; I'll venge thy 
death, 

Or die renowned by attempting it. 

Edw, His name that valiant duke hath 
left with thee ; ho 

His dukedom and his chair with me is 
left. 

Rich. Nay, if thou be that princely eagle’s 
bird. 

Show thy descent by gazing ’gainst tl)e sun; 

For chair and dukedom, throne and king¬ 
dom, say: 

Either that is thine, or else thou w*crt not 
his. 

March. Enter Warwick, Montague, and 
their A rmy. 

War. How now, fair lords ! What fare ? 
What news abroad ? 

Rich. Great Lord of Warwick, if we 
should recount 

Our baleful news and at each w^ord’s 
deliverance 

Stab poinards in our flesh till all were told. 

The words would add more anguish than 
the wounds. 

O valiant lord, the Duke of York is slain I 


Edw. O Warwick, Warwick 1 that Plan- 
tagenet lot 

Which held thee dearly as his soxil's 
redemption 

Is by the stern Lord Clifford done to death. 

War. Ten days ago I drown’d these news 
in tears ; 

And now, to add more measure to your 
woes, 

I come to tell you things sith then hefall’n. 
After the bloody fray ai Wakefield fought, 
w here your brave father breath’d his latest 
gasp, 

Tidings, as swiftly as the posts could run, 
Were brought me of your loss and his 
depart. no 

I, then in London, keeper of the King, 
Muster'd my soldiers, gathered flocks of 
friends, 

And very well appointed, as I thought. 
March’d toward Saint Albans to intercept 
the Queen, 

Bearing the King in my behalf along ; 115 
For by my scouts I was advertised 
That she was coming with a full intent 
To dash our late decree in parliament 
Touching King Henry's oath and your 
succession. juj 

Short tale to make—we at St. Albans met. 
Our battles join’d, and both sides fiercely 
fought; 

But whether 'twas the coldness of the King, 
Who look'd full gently on his warlike queen, 
That robb’d my soldiers of their heated 
spleen, 

Or whether 'twas report of net success, 125 
Or more than common fear of Clifford’s 
rigour, 

Who thunders to his captives blood and 
death, 

I cannot judge; but, to conclude with 
tnith, 

Their weapons like to lightning came and 
went: 

Our soldiers’, like the night-owl’s lazy 
flight no 

Or like an idle thresher with a flail, 

Fell gently down, as if they struck their 
friends. 

1 cheer'd them up with justice of our cause, 
With promise of high pay and great 
rewards, 

But all in vain; they had no heart to 
fight, 

And we in them no hoj^ to win the day ; 

So that we fled : the King unto the Queen ; 
lAjrd George your brother, Norfolk, and 
myself, 

In haste post-haste are come to join with 
you; 139 

For in the marches here we heard you were 
Making another head to fight again. 

Edw. Where is the Duke of Norfolk, 
gentle Warwick ? 
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And when came George from Burgundy to 
England ? 

War. Some six miles off the Duke is with 
the soldiers ; 

And for your brother, he was lately sent 115 
From your kind aunt, DucIiCsSS of Burgundy, 
With aid of soldiers to tliis needful war. 

Ridi, 'Twas odds, belike, when valiant 
Warwick fled. 

Oft have 1 heard his praises in pursuit. 
But ne'er till now' his scandal of retire. 

U’ar. Nor now my scandal, Richard, dost 
thou hear; 

For thou slialt know this strong right hand 
of mine 

Can pluck the diadem from faint Henry's 
head 

And wring the awful sceptre from his fist. 
Were he as famous and as bold in war 
As he is fam’d for mildness, peace, and 
prayer. 

Rich, I know it well. Lord Warwick ; 
blame n»e not. 

*Tis love I bear thy glories makes me speak. 
But in this troublous time what’s to be 
done ? I?; 

Shall we go throw away our coats of steel 
And wrap our bodies in black mourning- 
gowns, 

Nimil>ering our Avc-Maries with our beads? 
Or shall we on the helmets of our foes 
Tell our devotion with revengeful arms ? 

If for the last, say ’ Ay *, and to it, lords, t# 5 

War. Why, therefore Warwick came to 
seek you out; 

And therefore comes my brother Montague. 
Attend me, lords. The proud insulting 
Queen, 

With Clifford and the haught Northumber¬ 
land, 

And of their feather many moc proud birds. 
Have wrought the easy-melting King like 
wax. 171 

He swore consent to your succession. 

His oath enrolled in the parliament; 

And nowr' to London all the crew' are gone 
To frustrate both his oath and what beside 
May make against the house of Lancaster. 
Iheir power, I think, is thirty thousand 
strong. 177 

Now if the help of Norfolk and myself, 
With all the friends that thou, brave Earl 
of March, 

Amongst the loving Welslimcn canst pro¬ 
cure, 1^'. 

Will but amount to five and twenty 
thousand. 

Why, Via I to London will we march amain. 
And once again bestride our foaming steeds. 
And once again cry * Charge upon our 
foes I ’ 

But never once again turn back and fly. 

Rich, Ay, now methinks I hear great 
Warwick speak. 186 


Ne’er may he live to see a sunshine day 
That cries ‘ Retire! ’ if Warwick bid him 
stay. 

Edw, Lord Warwick, on thy shoulder will 
I lean ; 

And when tlmu fail’st—as God forbid the 
hour!— i 

Must Edward fall, which peril heaven 
lorfcnd. 

War. No longer Earl of March, but Duke 
of York ; 

The next degree is England’s royal throne, 
For King of England shalt thou be pro¬ 
claim’d 

In every borough as we pass along *, 

And he that throws not up his cap for joy 
Shall for the fault make forfeit of his head. 
King Edward, valiant Richard, Montague, 
Stay wc no longer, dreaming of renown, 
But sound the trumpets and about our task. 

Rich. Then, Cliflord, were thy heart as 
hard as steel, 

As thou hast shown it flinty by thy deeds, 
1 come to pierce it or to give thee mine. 

Edw, Then strike up drums. God and 
Saint George for us 1 

Enter a Messenger. 

War. How’ now ! what news ? s 

Mess. The Duke of Norfolk sends you 
w'ord by me 

The Queen is coming with a puissant host, 
And craves your company for speedy 
counsel. 

War. Why, then it sorts ; brave warriors, 
let’s away. [Exeufit. 

StENK II. Before York, 

Flourish. Enter Kinc; Henry, Queen 

Margaret, tite Prince of Wales, 

Clifford, Northumberland, wUh drum 

and irumpels. 

Q. Mar. Welcome, my lord, to this brave 
town of York. 

Yonder’s the head of that arch-enemy 
That sought to be encompass'd with your 
crown. 

Doth not the object cheer your heart, my 
lord ? 

K. Hen. Ay, as the rocks cheer them that 
fear their wreck— 5 

To see this sight, it irks my very soul. 
Witlihold revenge, dear God ; ’tis not my 
fault. 

Nor wittingly have 1 infring’d my vow. 

Clif. My gracious liege, this too much 
lenity 

And harmful pity must be laid aside. to 
T o whom do lions cast their gentle looks ? 
Not to the beast that would usurp their 
den. 

Whose hand is that the forest bear doth 
lick? 
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Not his that spoils her young before her 
face. 

Who scapes the lurking serpent’s mortal 
sting ? IS 

Not he that sets his foot upon her back. 
The smallest worm will turn, being trodden 
on, 

And doves will peck in safeguard of their 
brood. 

Ambitious York did level at thy crown, 
'Fhou smiling while he knit his angry brows. 
He, but a Duke, would have his son a king. 
And raise his issue like a loving sire: 
Thou, being a king, bless'd with a goodly 
son, 

Didst yield consent to dislnlierit him. 
Which argued thee a most unloving father. 
Unreasonable creatures feed their young ; 
And though man’s face be fearful to their 
eyes, .7 

Yet, in protection of their tender ones, 
Who hath not seen them—even with those 
w'ings 

Which sometime they have us’d with fearful 
flight— 3< 

Make war with him that climb’d unto their 
nest, 

Offering their own lives in their young’s 
defence ? 

For shame, my liege, make them your 
precedent I 

Were it not pity that this goodly boy 
Should lose his birthright by his father’s 
fault, 3 ! 

And long hereafter say unto his child 
' What ray great-grandfather and grandsire 
got 

My careless father fondly gave away ’ ? 
Ah, w^hat a shame were this 1 Look on the 
boy ; 

And let his manly face, which promiseth k 
S uccessful fortune, steel thy melting heart 
To hold thine own and leave thine own with 
him. 

K. Hen. Full well hath Clifford play’d the 
orator, 

Inferring arguments of mighty force, a a 

But, Clifford, tell me, didst thou never hear 
lliat things ill got had ever bad success ? 
And happy always was it for that son 
Whose fatlier for his hoarding went to hell ? 
ril leave my son my virtuous deeds behind; 
And would my father had left me no more I 
For all the rest is held at such a rate 31 
As brings a thousand-fold more care to keep 
Than in possession any jot of pleasure. 

Ah, cousin York! would thy best friends 
did know 

How it doth grieve me that thy head is 
here! 35 

Q. Mar. My lord, cheer up your spirits; 
our foes are nigh, 

And this soft courage makes your followers 
fainrt, 
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You promis’d knighthood to our forward 
son : 

Unsheathe your sword and dub him 
presently. 

Edward, kneel down. 

K. Hew. Edward Plantagent, arise a 
knight; 

And learn this lesson : Draw thy sword in 
right. 

Prince. My gracious father, by your 
kingly leave, 

I'll draw it as apparent to the crown, 

And in that quarrel use it to the death, 

Clif. Why, that is spoken like a toward 
prince. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Royal commanders, be in readi¬ 
ness ; 

For with a band of thirty thousand men 
Comes Warwick, backing of the Duke of 
York, 

And in the towms, as they do march along. 
Proclaims him king, and many fly to him. 
Darraign your battle, for they are at hand. 

Clif. I would your Highness would depart 
the field: 

The Queen hath l>est success when you are 
absent. 

Q. Mar. Ay, good my lord, and leave us 
to our fortune. 75 

K. Hen. Why, that’s my fortune too; 
therefore I’ll stay. 

North. Be it with resolution, then, to 
fight. 

Prince. My royal father, cheer these noble 
lords. 

And hearten those that fight in your 
defence. 

Unsheathe your sw^ord, good father; cry 
‘ Saint George! ’ 

March. Enter Edward, George, Richard, 

Warwick, Norfolk, Montague, and 

Soldiers. 

Edw. Now% perjur’d Henry, wilt thou 
kneel for grace 

And set thy diadem upon my head. 

Or bide the mortal fortune of the field ? 

Q. Mar. Go rate thy minions, proud in¬ 
sulting boy. 

Becomes it thee to be thus bold in terms «5 
Before thy sovereign and thy lawful king ? 

Edw. 1 am his king, and he should bow 
his knee. 

1 was adopted heir by his consent: 

Since when, his oath is broke; for, as I 
hear, 

You that are King, though he do wear the 
crown, 90 

Have caus’d him by new act of parliament 
To blot out me and put his own son in. 

Clif. And reason too : 

Who should succeed the father but the son? 
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Rich. Are you there, butcher ? 0,1 can¬ 
not speak! <^5 

CUf. Ay. crook-back, here I stand to 
answer thee, 

Or any he, the proudest of thy sort. 

Rich. *Twas you that kill’d young 
Rutland, was it not ? 

CUf, Ay. and old York, and yet not 
satisfied. 

Rich. For God's sake, lords, give signal 
to the fight. 

War. What say’st thou, Henry ? Wilt 
thou yield the crown ? 

Q. Mar. Why, how now, long-tongu’d 
Warwick I Dare you speak ? 

When you and 1 met at Saint Albans last 

Your legs did better service than your 
hands. 

War. Then *twas my turn to fly, and now 
Tis thine. 

CUf. You said so much before, and yet 
you fled. 

War, 'Twas not your valour, Clifford, 
drove me theace. 

North. No, nor your manhood that durst 
make you stay. 

Rich. Northumberland, 1 hold thee rever¬ 
ently. 

Break off the parley; for scarce I can 
refrain 

The execution of my big-swol’n heart 

Upon that Clifford, that cruel child-killer. 

CUf. 1 slew thy father; call’st thou him 
a child ? 

Rich. Ay, like a dastard and a treacherous 
coward. 

As thou didst kill our tender brother 
Rutland; ns 

But ere sunset I’ll make thee curse the deed. 

K. Hen. Have done with words, my lords, 
and hear me speak. 

Q. Mar. Defy them then, or else hold 
close thy lips. 

K. Hen. I prithee give no limits to my 
tongue: 

I am a king, and privileg’d to speak, no 

CUf. My liege, the wound that bred this 
meeting here 

Cannot be cur'd by words; therefore be 
still. 

Rich. Then, executioner, unsheathe thy 
sword. 

By Him that made us all, I am resolv’d 

That Clifford’s manhood lies upon his 
tongue. 125 

Edw. Say. Henry, shall I have my right, 
or no ? 

A thousand men have broke their fasts 
to-day 

That ne'er shall dine unless thou yield the 
crown. 

War. If thou deny, their blood upon thy 
head; 

For York in Justice puts his armour on. 130 
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Prince. If that be right which Warwick 
says is right, 

There is no wrong, but every thing is right. 

Rich. Whoever got thee, there thy mother 
stands; 

For well I wot thou hast thy mother’s 
tongue. 

Q. Mar, But thou art neither like thy sire 
nor dam ; 133 

But like a foul misshapen stigmatic, 
Mark’d by the destinies to be avoided. 

As venom toads or lizards’ dreadful stings. 

Rich. Iron of Naples hid with English 
gilt, 

Whose father bears the title of a king— mo 
A s if a channel should be call’d the sea— 
Sham’st thou not, knowing whence thou 
art extraught. 

To let thy tongue detect thy base-born 
heart ? 

Edw. A wisp of straw were worth a 
thousand crowns ta 

To make this shameless callet know herself. 
Helen of Greece was fairer far than thou. 
Although thy husband may be Menclaus ; 
And ne'er was Agamemnon's brother 
wrong’d 

By that false woman as this king by thee. 
His father revell'd in the heart of France, 
And tam’d the King, and made the Dauphin 
stoop ; 13« 

And had he match’d according to bis 
state, 

He might have kept that glory to this day ; 
But when he took a beggar to his bed 
And grac’d thy poor sire with his bridal 
day. 133 

Even then that sunshine brew’d a show’r 
for him 

That wash’d his father's fortunes forth of 
France 

And heap’d sedition on his crown at home. 
For what bath broach’d this tumult but thy 
pride ? 

Hadst thou been meek, our title still had 
slept; 100 

And we, in pity of the gentle King, 

Had slipp’d our claim until another age. 

Geo, But when we saw our sunshine made 
thy spring, 

And that thy summer bred us no increase, 
We set the axe to thy usurping root; 

And though the edge hath something hit 
ourselves. 

Yet know thou, since we have begun to 
strike, 

We'll never leave till we have hewn thee 
down, 

Or bath'd thy growing with our heated 
bloods. ibq 

Bdw. And in this resolution I dofy thee; 
Not willing any longer conference, 

Since thou deniest the gentle King to 
speak. 
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Sound trumpets; let our bloody colours 
wave* 

And either victory or else a grave I 

Q. Mar. Stay, Edward. 175 

Edw. No, wrangling woman, well no 
longer stay ; 

These words will cost ten thousand lives 
this day. [Exeunt. 

ScKNE HI. A field of battle between Towton 
and Saxlottf in Yorkshire. 

Alarum ; excursions. Enter Warwick. 

U’'ar. Forspent with toil, as runners with 
a race, 

I lay me down a little while to breathe ; 
For strokes receiv’d and many blows repaid 
Have robb’d my strong-knit sinews of their 
strength, 1 

And spite of spite needs must I rest awhile. 

Enter Edw'ard, running. 

Edw. Smile, gentle Iieaven, or strike, un¬ 
gentle death ; 

For this world frowns, and Edward’s sun 
is clouded. 

War. How now, my lord I What hap ? 
What hope of good ? 

Enter George. 

Geo. Our hap is lost, our hope but sad 
despair; 

Our ranks arc broke, and ruin follows us. 10 
What counsel give you ? Whither shall we 
tly ? 

Edw. Bootless is flight: they follow us 
with wings ; 

And weak we are, and cannot shun pursuit. 

Enter Richard. 

Rich. Ah, Warwick, why hast thou with¬ 
drawn thyself ? 

Thy brother’s blood the thirsty earth hath 
drunk, j ■> 

Broach’d with the steely point of Clifford’s 
lance ; 

And in the very pangs of death he cried, 
Like to a dismal clangor heard from far, 

‘ Warwick, revenge 1 Brother, revenge my 
death 

So, underneath the belly of their steeds, 
That stain'd their fetlocks in his smoking 
blood. 

The noble gentleman gave up the ghost. 

War. Then let the earth be drunken with 
our blood. 

ru kill my horse, because 1 will not fly. 
Why stand we like soft-hearted women 
here, 25 

Wailing our losses, whiles the foe doth rage, 
And look upon, as if the tragedy 
Were play’d in jest by counterfeiting actors? 
Here on my knee 1 vow to Ood above 
ru never pause again, never stand still, 30 


Till either death hath clos’d these eyes of 
mine 

Or fortune given me measure of revenge. 

Edw. O Warwick, I do bend my knee 
with thine. 

And in this vow do chain my soul to tliine ! 
And ere my knee rise from the earth’s cold 
face 35 

I throw my hands, mine eyes, my heart to 
Thee, 

Thou setter-up and piucker-down of kings, 
Beseeching Thee, if with Thy will it stands 
That to my foes this body must be prey. 
Yet that Thy brazen gates of hea ven may 
ope ■i<f 

And give sweet passage to my sinful soul. 
Now, lords, take leave until we meet again. 
Where’er it be, in heaven or in earth. 

Rich. Brother, give me thy hand ; and, 
gentle Warw^ick, 

Let me embrace thee in my weary arms, 

1 that did never weep now melt with woe 
That winter should cut otf our spring-time 
so. 

War. Away, away ! Once more, sweet 
lords, farewell. 

Geo. Yet let us all together to our troops. 
And give them leave to fly that ivili not 
stay, S') 

And call them pillars that will stand to us; 
And if we thrive, promise them such re¬ 
wards 

As victors wear at the Olympian games. 
This may plant courage in their quailing 
breasts, 

For yet is hope of life and victory. 

Forsiow no longer ; make we hence amain, 

[Hxeimt. 

Scene IV. Another part of the field. 
Excursions. Enter Richard and Clifford. 

Rich. Now, Clifford, I have singled thee 
alone. 

Suppose this arm is for the Duke of York, 
And this for Rutland; both bound to 
revenge, 

Wert thou environ’d with a brazen wall. 

Clif. Now, Richard, I am with tliee here 
alone. 5 

This is the hand that stabb’d thy father 
York ; 

And this the hand that slew thy brother 
Rutland ; 

And here’s the heart that triumphs in their 
death 

And cheers these hands that slew thy sire 
and brother 

To execute the like upon thyself; 10 

And so, have at thee ! [They fight. 

Enter Warwick ; Clifford flies. 

Rich. Nay, Warwick, single out some 
other chase; 
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For I myself will hunt this wolf to death. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene V. Another pari of the field. 
Alarum. Enter King Henry alone. 

K, Hen. This battle fares like to the 
morning’s war, 

When dying clouds contend with growing 
light, 

What time the shepherd, blow'ing of his 
nails, 

Can neither call it perfect day nor night. 
Now sways it this w*ay, like a mighty sea 5 
Forc’d by the ride to combat with the 
wind; 

Now sways it that way, like the selfsame 
sea 

Forc’d to retire by fury of the wind. 
Sometime the flood prevails, and then the 
wind ; 

Now one the better, then another best; 
Both tugging to be victors, breast to breast, 
Yet neither conqueror nor conquered. 

So is the equal poise of this fell war. 

Here on this molehill will I sit me down. 

T o whom God will, there be the victory'! >' 
For Margaret my queen, and ClitTord too. 
Have chid me from the battle, swearing 
both 

They prosper best of all when I am thence. 
Would 1 were dead, if God's good will were 
so! 

For what is in this world but grief and woe ? 
O God ! methinks it were a happy life - ! 
To be no better than a homely syvain ; 

To ^it upon a hill, as I do now. 

To carve out dials quaintly, point by point. 
Thereby to see the minutes how they run— 
How many makes the hour full complete. 
How many hours brings about the day. 
How many days will finish up the year. 
How many years a mortal man may live. 
When this is known, then to divide the 
times— 3 “ 

So many hours must 1 tend my flock ; 

So many hours must I take my rest; 

So many hours must I contemplate ; 

So many hours must I sport myself; 

So many days my ewes have been with 
young; 3? 

So many weeks ere the poor fools will can ; 
So many years ere 1 shall shear the fleece : 
So minutes, hours, days, months, and years,, 
Pass’d over to the end they were created. 
Would bring white hairs unto a quiet grave. 
Ah, what a life were this I bow sweet I 
how’ lovely I u 

Gives not the hawthorn bush a sweeter 
shade 

To shepherds looking on their silly sheep, 
Than doth a rich embroider’d canopy 4*}, 
To kings that fear their subjects* treachery? 
O yes, it doth ; a thousand*fold it doth* ! 

676 


And to conclude: the shepherd’s homely 
curds, 

His cold thin drink out of Ids leather bottle. 
His wonted sleep under a fresh tree’s shade. 
All which secure and sweetly he enjoys, 

Is far beyond a prince’s dclicatcs— 

His viands sparkling in a golden cup, 

His body couched in a curious bed, 

When care, mistrust, and treason waits on 
him. 

Alarum. Enter a Son that hath kill'd his 
Father, at one door : and a Father that 
hath kilVd his Son, at another door. 

Son. Ill blow's the wind that profits no¬ 
body. 35 

This man whom hand to hand 1 slew in 
fight 

May bo possessed with some store ot 
crowns ; 

And I, that haply take them from him now, 
May yet ere night yield both my life and 
them 

To some man else, as this dead man doth 
me. f'O 

Who's this ? O God ! It is mv father’s face, 
Whom in this conflict 1 unwarcs have 
kill’d. 

O heavy times, begetting such events ! 
From London by the King was 1 press’d 
forth ; 

My father, being the Earl of Warwick's 
man, <5 

Came on the part of York, press'd by his 
master ; 

And 1 , who at his hands receiv’d my life, 
Have by my hands of life bereaved him. 
Pardon me, God, 1 knew not what I did. 
And pardon, father, for I knew not thee. /-» 
My tears shall wipe away these bloody 
marks ; 

And no more words till they have flow'd 
their fill. 

K. Hen. O piteous spectacle! O bloody 
times I 

Whiles lions war and battle for their dens. 
Poor harmless lambs abide their enmity. 75 
Weep, wretched man ; I'll aid thee tear for 
tear ; 

And let our hearts and eyes, like civil war. 
Be blind with tears and break o'ercharg'd 
with grief. 

Enter Father, bearing of his Son. 

Path. Thou that so stoutly hath resisted 
me. 

Give me thy gold, if thou hast any gold ; 
For 1 have bought it with an hundred 
blows. 

But let me see. Is this our foeman’s face ? 
Ah, no, no, no, it is mine only son I 
Ah, boy, if any life be left in thee, 

Throw up thine eye I See, sec what show'rs 
arise, 
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Blown with the windy tempest of my heart 
Upon thy wounds, that kills mine eye and 
heart I 

O, pity, God, this miserable af;e! 

What stratagems, how fell, how butcherly, 
Erroneous, mutinous, and unnatural, 

I'his deadly quarrel daily doth beget! 

O boy, thy father gave thee life too soon, 
And hat 5 bereft thee of thy life too late ! 

K. Hen. Woe above woe ! grief more than 
common grief! 

O that my death would stay these ruthful 
deeds ! 

O pity, pity, gentle heaven, pity ! 

The red rose and the white are on his face. 
The tatai colours of our striving houses : 
The one his purple blood right well re¬ 
sembles ; 

The other his pale checks, rnethinks, pre- 
senteth. t' o 

Wither one rose, and let the other flourish 1 
If you contend, a thousand lives must 
perish. 

Son. How will my mother for a father’s 
death 

Take on with me, and ne'er be satisfied ! 

Path. How will my wife for slaughter of 
my son n s 

Shed seas of tears, and ne'er be satisfied I 

K. Hen. How will the country for these 
woeful chances 

Misthink the King, and not be satisfied 1 

Son. Was ever son so rued a father’s 
death ? 

Path. Was ever father so bemoan’d his 
son ? in 

K. Hen. Was ever king so griev’d for 
subjects’ woe ? 

Much is your sorrow'; mine ten times so 
much. 

Son. ril bear thee hence, where I may 
weep my fill. [Exil u’ith the body. 

Path. These arms of mine shall be thy 
winding-sheet; m 

My heart, sweet boy, shall be thy sepulchre. 
For from my heart thine image ne’er shall 
go; 

My sighing breast shall be thy funeral bell; 
And so obsequious will thy father be, 

Even for the loss of thee, having no more, 
As Priam was for all his valiant sons, t ju 
ril bear thee hence; and let them fight 
that will, 

For I have murdered where 1 should not 
kill. [Exif with the body. 

K. Hen. Sad-hearted men, much over- 
gone with care, 

Here sits a king more woeful than you are. 

Alarums; excursions. Enter Queen Mar¬ 
garet, Prince of Wales, and Exeter. 

Prince. Fly, father, fly; for all your 
friends are fled, 125 

And Warwick rages like a chafed bull. 


Away! for death doth hold us in pursuit. 

Q. Mar. Mount you, my lord ; towards 
Berwick post amain. 

Edward and Richard, like a brace of grey¬ 
hounds 

Having the fearful flying hare in sight, i ^o 
With fiery eyes sparkling for very wrath. 
And bloody steel grasp’d in their ireful 
hands, 

Are at our backs ; and therefore hence 
amain. 

Exe. Away 1 for vengeance comes along 
w'ith them. 

Nay, stay not to expostulate ; make speed ; 
Or else come after. I'll away before. 

K. Hen. Nay, take me with thee, good 
sw'eet Exeter, 

Not that I fear to stay, but love to go 
Whither the Queen intends. Forward ; 
away! [Exeunt. 

Scene VI. Another pari of the field. 

A hud alarum. Enter Clifford, wounded. 

CUf. Here burns my candle out; ay, here 
it dies, 

Which, whiles it lasted, gave King Henry 
light. 

O Lancaster, I fear thy overthrow 
More than my body’s parting with my soul! 
My Jove and fear glu’d many friends to thee; 
And, now 1 fall, thy tough commixture 
melts, 

Impairing Henry, strength'ning misproud 
York. 

The common people swarm like summer 
flies ; 

And whither fly the gnats but to the sun ? 
And who shines now but Henry’s enemies ? 
O Phoebus, hadst thou never given consent 
That Phacthon should check thy fiery 
steeds, 12 

Thy burning car never had scorch’d the 
earth ! 

And, Henry, hadst thou sway’d as kings 
should do. 

Or as thy father and his father did, 15 
Giving no ground unto the house of York, 
They never then had sprung like summer 
flies ; 

1 and ten thousand in this luckless realm 
Had left no mourning widows for our death; 
And thou this day hadst kept thy chair in 
peace. 20 

For what doth cherish weeds but gentle air? 
And what makes robbers bold but too much 
lenity ? 

Bootless are plaints, and cureless are my 
wounds. 

No w'ay to fly, nor strength to hold out 
flight. 

The foe is merciless and will not pity ; 25 
For at their hands 1 have deserv’d no pity. 
The air hath got into my deadly wounds, 
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And much effuse of blood doth make me 
faint. 

Come, York and Richard, Warwick and the 
rest; 

1 stabb’d your fathers’ bosoms: split my 
breast. [He faints. 

Alarum and retreat. Enter Edward, 
George, Richard, Montague, War¬ 
wick, and Soldiers. 

Edu\ Now breathe we, lords. Good 
fortune bids us pause 

And smooth the frowns of war with peaceful 
looks. 

Some troops pursue the bloody-minded 
Queen 

That led calm Henry, though he were a 
king, 

As doth a sail, fill’d with a fretting gust, 35 

Command an argosy to stem the waves. 

But think you, lords, that Clifford fled with 
them ? 

War. No, ’tis impossible he should 
escape ; 

For, though before his face 1 speak the 
words. 

Your brother Richard mark'd him for the 
grave; ^ * 

And, w'hereso’er he is, he's surely dead. 

{Clifford groans, and dies. 
Rich. Whose soul is that which takes her 
heavy leave ? 

A deadly groan, like life and death’s 
departing. 

See who it is. 

Edw. And now the battle’s ended. 

If f riend or foe, let him be gently used, t ^ 
Rich. Revoke that doom of mercy, for *tis 
Clidorcl; 

Who not contented that he lopp’d the 
branch 

In hewing Rutland when his leaves put 
forth, 

But set his murd'ring knife unto the root 

From whence that tender spray did sweetly 
spring— ■>« 

I mean our princely father, Duke of York. 
War, bYora off the gates of York fetch 
down the head. 

Your father’s head, which Clifford placed 
there; 

Instead whereof let this supply the room. 

Measure for measure must be answered. 55 
Ediif. Bring forth that fatal screech-owl to 
our house, 

That nothing sung but death to us and 
ours. 

Now death shall stop his dismal threat’ning 
sound, 

And his ill-boding tongue no more shall 
speak. y) 

War. 1 think his understanding is bereft. 

Speak, Clifford, dost thou know wlio speaks 
to thee ? 


[Act 2 

Dark cloudy death o’ershadcs his beams of 
life, 

And he nor sees nor hears us w'hat we say. 

Rich. O, would he did! and so, perhaps, 
he doth. 

'Tis but his policy to counterfeit, f'S 

Because he would avoid such bitter taunts 
Which in the time of death he gave our 
father. 

Geo. If so thou think'st, vex him with 
eager words. 

Rich. Clifford, ask mercy and obtain no 
grace. 

Edw. Clifford, repent in bootless peni¬ 
tence, 70 

War. Cliflord, devise excuses for thy 
faults. 

Geo. W'hile we devise fell tortures for thy 
faults. 

Rich. Thou didst love York, and I am son 
to York. 

Edw. Thou pitied’st Rutland, 1 will pity 
thee. 

Geo. Where’s Captain Margaret, to fence 
you now ? 

War. They mock thee, Clifford ; sw^*ar as 
thou wast wont. 

Rich. What, not an oath ? Nay, then the 
w'orld goes hard 

When Clifford cannot spare his friends an 
oath. 

I know by that he’s dead; and by my 
soul, 7 '> 

If this right hand would buy two hours’ life, 
That 1 in all despite might rail at him. 

This hand should chop it off, and with the 
issuing blood 

Stifle the villain whose unstanched thirst 
York and young Rutland could not satisfy. 

War. Ay, but he’s dead. Off with the 
traitor's head, 

And rear it in the place your father’s stands. 
And now to London w'ith triumphant 
march. 

There to be crowned England's royal King ; 
From whence shall Warwick cut the sea to 
France, 

And ask the Lady Bona for thy queen. 9'> 
So shalt thou sinew both these lands to¬ 
gether ; 

And, having France thy friend, thou shalt 
not dread 

The scatt'red foe that hopes to rise again ; 
For though they cannot greatly sting to 
hurt. 

Yet look to have them buzz to offend thine 
ears. 95 

First will 1 see the coronation ; 

And then to Brittany I'll cross the sea 
To effect this marriage, so it please my lord. 

Edw. Even as thou wilt, sweet Warwick, 
let it be; 

For in thy shoulder do I build my seat, 100 
And never w.ll I undertake the thing 
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Wherein thy counsel and consent is want¬ 
ing. 

Richard, I will create thee Duke of 
Gloucester; 

And George, of Clarence; Warwick, as 
ourself, 

Shall do and undo as him pleaseth best, lo; 
Rich, Let me be Duke of Clarence, George 
of Gloucester ; 

For Gloucester's dukedom is too ominous. 

War. Tut, that's a foolish observation. 
Richard, be Duke of Gloucester. Now to 
London 

To see these honours in possession. 

[Exeunt, 

ACT THREE 

Scene 1. A chase in the north of England, 

Enter two Keepers, with cross-bows in their 
hands, 

1 Keep, Under this thick-grown brake 

we’ll shroud ourselves. 

For through this laund anon the deer will 
come; 

And in this covert will we make our stand. 
Culling the principal of all the deer. 

2 Keep, 1*11 stay above the hill, so both 

may shoot. 

1 Keep. That cannot be ; the noise of thy 

cross-bow 

Will scare the herd, and so my shoot is lost. 
Here stand we both, and aim we at the best; 
And, for the time shall not seem tedious, 
I’ll tell thee what befell me on a day to 
In this self-place where now we mean to 
stand. 

2 Keep, Here comes a man; let's stay 

till he be past. 

Enter King Henry, disguisedt with a 
prayer-book, 

K, Hen, From Scotland am I stol'n, even 
of pure love, 

To greet mine own land with my wishful 
sight. 

No, Harry, Harry, 'tis no land of thine ; 15 
Thy place is fill'd, thy sceptre wrung from 
thee, 

Thy balm wash'd off wherewith thou wast 
anointed. 

No bending knee will call thee Cfesar now. 
No humble suitors press to speak for right. 
No, not a man comes for redress of thee ; 30 
For how can 1 help them and not myself ? 

1 Keep, Ay, here's a deer whose skin's a 

keeper's fee. 

This is the quondam king ; let’s seize upon 
him. 

K. Hen, Let me embrace thee, sour 
adversity. 

For wise men say it is the wisest course. 25 

2 Keep, Why linger we ? let us lay hands 

upon him. 


1 Keep, Forbear awhile; we'll hear a 

little more. 

K. Hen, My Queen and son are gone to 
France for aid; 

And, as 1 hear, the great commanding 
Warwick 

Is thither gone to crave the French King's 
sister 30 

To wife for Edward. If this news be true, 
Poor queen and son, your labour is but lost; 
For Warwick is a subtle orator. 

And Lewis a prince soon won with moving 
words. 

By this account, then, Margaret may win 
him; 35 

For she’s a woman to be pitied much. 

Her sighs will make a batt'ry in his breast; 
Her tears will pierce into a marble heart; 
The tiger will be mild whiles she doth 
mourn; 

And Nero will be tainted with remorse 4 <> 
To hear and see her plaints, her brinish 
tears. 

Ay, but she's come to beg: Warwick, to 
give. 

She, on his left side, craving aid for 
Henry: 

He, on his right, asking a wife for Edward. 
She weeps, and says her Henry is depos'd ; 
He smiles, and says his Edward is install'd; 
That she, poor wretch, for grief can speak 
no more; 

Whiles Warwick tells his title, smooths the 
wrong, 

Inferreth arguments of mighty strength. 
And in conclusion wins the King from her so 
With promise of his sister, and what else. 
To strengthen and support King Edward's 
place. 

O Margaret, thus 'twill be; and thou, poor 
soul, 

Art then forsaken, as thou went'st forlorn ! 

2 Keep, Say, what art thou that talk'st of 

kings and queens ? 55 

K. Hen, More than 1 seem, and less than 
1 was born to : 

A man at least, for less I should not be ; 
And men may talk of kings, and why not I? 

2 Keep, Ay, but thou talk’st as if thou 
wert a king. 

K, Hen, Why, so I am—in mind; and 
that's enough. 60 

2 Keep, But, if thou be a king, where is 
thy crown ? 

K, Hen. My crown is In my heart, not on 
my head; 

Not deck’d with diamonds and Indian 
stones, 

Nor to be seen. My crown is call'd content; 
A crown it is that seldom kings enjoy. 03 

2 Keep, Well, if you be a king crown'd 
with content, 

Your crown content and you must be con¬ 
tented 
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To go along with us ; for, as we think, 
You are the king King Edward hath 
depos’d; 

And we his subjects, sworn in all allegiance, 
Will apprehend you as his enemy. 

K. Hen. But did you never swear, and 
break an oath ? 

2 Keep, No, never such an oath ; nor wil 
not now^ 

K, Hen, Where did you dwell when I was 
King of England ? 

2 Keep, Here in this country, where we 
now remain. 

K. Hew. I was anointed king at nine 
months old; 

My father and my grandfather were kings 
And you were sworn true subjects unto me 
And tell me, then, have you not broke your 
oaths ? 

1 Keep. No; 

For we were subjects but while you were 
king. 

JC. Hen, Why, am I dead ? Do I not 
breathe a man ? 

Ah, simple men, you know not what you 
swear! 

Look, as I blow this feather from my face. 
And as the air blows it to me again, ^5 
Obeying with my wind when I do blow, 
And yielding to another when it blows. 
Commanded always by the greater gust, 
Such is the lightness of you common men. 
But do not break your oaths ; for of that 
sin '•-.•o 

My mild entreaty shall not make you guilty. 
Go where you will, the King shall be com¬ 
manded ; 

And be you kings : command, and I’ll obey. 

1 Keep, We are true subjects to the King, 
King Edward. 

K, Hen, So would you be again to 
Henry, 

If he were seated as King Edward is. 

1 Keep, We charge you, in God's name 
and the King’s, 

To go with us unto the officers. 

K. Hen, In God's name, lead; your 
King’s name be obey’d ; 

And what God will, that let your King 
perform; 

And what he will, 1 humbly yield unto. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. London, The palace. 

Enter King Edward, Gloucester, Clar¬ 
ence, and Lady Grey. 

K. Edw, Brother of Gloucester, at Saint 
Albans’ field 

This lady’s husband. Sir Richard Grey, was 
slain. 

His land then seiz’d on by the conqueror, i 
Her suit is now to repossess those lands ; j 
Which we in justice cannot well deny, 3 ^ 
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Because in quarrel of the house of York 
The worthy gentleman did lose his life. 
Glo, Your Highness shall do well to grant 
her suit; 

It were dishonour to deny it her. 

K. Edtv, It were no less; but yet I’ll 
make a pause. lo 

Glo, (Aside to Clarence] Yea, is it so ? 

I see the lady hath a thing to grant. 

Before the King will grant her humble suit. 
Clar, [Aside to Gloucester] He knows the 
game : how true he keeps the wind! 
Glo, [Aside to Clarence] Silence ! i5 

K. Edw. Widow, we will consider of your 

suit; 

And come some other time to know our 
mind. 

L. Grey, Right gracious lord, I cannot 

brook delay. 

May it please your Highness to resolve me 
now; ig 

And what your pleasure is shall satisfy me. 
Glo. [Aside] Ay, widow ? Then I’ll 
warrant you all your lands, 

An if what pleases him shall pleasure 
you. 

Fight closer or, good faith, you'll catch a 
blow. 

Clar, [Aside to Gloucester] I fear her not, 
unless she chance to fall. 

Glo, [Aside to Clarence] God forbid that, 
for he’ll take vantages. 

K, Edw. How many children hast thou, 

widow, tell me. 

Clar. [Aside to Gloucester] I think he 
means to beg a child of her. 

Glo. [Aside to Clarence] Nay, then whip 
me ; he'll rather give her two. 

L. Grey, Three, my most gracious lord. 
Glo. [Aside] You shall have four if you’ll 

be rul'd by him. 3 <> 

K, Edw. ’Twere pity they should lose 

their father's lands. 

L. Grey. Be pitiful, dread lord, and grant 

it, then. 

K. Edw, Lords, give us leave; I'll try 
this widow’s wit. 

Glo. [A.side] Ay, good leave have you; for 
you will have leave 

Till youth take leave and leave you to the 
crutch. vs 

[Gloucesfer and Clarence withdraw. 

K. Edw. Now tell me, madam, do you 

love your children ? 

L. Grey. Ay, full as dearly as I love 

myself. 

K. Edw, And would you not do much to 

do them good ? 

L. Grey. To do them good I would 

sustain some harm. 

K. Edw. Then get your husband's lands, 

to do them good. -to 

L, Grey. Therefore I came unto your 

Majesty. 
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K. Edw, ru tell you how these lands are 

to be got. 

L. Grey. So shall you bind me to your 

Highness* service. 

K. Edw. What service wilt thou do me 

if I give them ? 

L. Grey. What you command that rests 

in me to do. 43 

K. Edw. But you will take exceptions to 

my boon. 

L. Grey. No, gracious lord, except 1 can¬ 

not do it. 

K. Edw. Ay, but thou canst do what I 

mean to ask, 

L. Grey. Why, then I will do what your 

Grace commands. 

Glo. He plies her hard ; and much rain 
wears the marble. 

Clar. As red as fire ! Nay, then her wax 
must melt. 

L. Grey. Why stops my lord ? Shall I not 
hear my task ? 

K. Edw. An easy task ; ’tis but to love 

a king. 

L, Grey. That‘s soon perform’d, because 

1 am a subject. 

K. Edw. Why, then, thy husband’s lands 

1 freely give thee. S 5 

L. Grey. 1 take my leave with many 

thousand thanks. 

Glo. The match is made; she seals it 
with a curtsy, 

K. Edw. But stay thee—'tis the fruits of 

love 1 mean. 

L. Grey. The fruits of love I mean, my 

loving liege, 

K. Edw. Ay, but, 1 fear me, in another 

sense. 

What love, thinkst thou, I sue so much to 
get ? 

L, Grey. My love till death, my humble 

thanks, my prayers ; 

That love which virtue begs and virtue 
grants. 

K. Edw. No, by my troth, I did not mean 

such love. 

L. Grey. Why, then you mean not as I 

thought you did. f '5 

K. Edw. But now you partly may per¬ 

ceive my mind. 

L. Grey. My mind will never grant what 

I perceive 

Your Highness aims at, if I aim aright. 

K. Edw. To tell thee plain, 1 aim to lie 

with thee. 

L. Grey. To tell you plain, I had ratlier 

lie in prison. -<• 

K. Edw. Why, then thou shalt not have 

thy husband’s lands. 

L. Grey. Why, then mine honesty shall be 

my dower; 

For by that loss I will not purchase them. 
K. Edw. Therein thou wrong'st thy 
children mightily. 


L. Grey. Herein your Highness wrongs 
both them and me. 75 

But, mighty lord, this merry inclination 
Accords not with the sadness of my suit. 
Please you dismiss me, either with ay or no. 

K. Edw. Ay, if thou wilt say ay to ray 

request; 

No, if thou dost say no to my demand. 80 

L. Grey. Then, no, my lord. My suit is at 

an end. 

Glo. The widow likes him not; she knits 
her brows. 

Clar. He is the bluntest wooer in Christ¬ 
endom. 

K. Edw. (Aside’ Her looks doth argue her 

replete with modesty ; 84 

Her words doth show her wit incomparable; 
All her perfections challenge sovereignty. 
One way or other, she is for a king ; 

And she shall be my love, or else my queen. 
Say that King Edward take thee for his 
queen ? 

L. Grey. 'Tis better said than done, my 

gracious lord, 90 

1 am a subject fit to jest withal, 

But far unfit to be a sovereign. 

K. Edw. Sweet widow, by my state I 

swear to thee 

I speak no more than what my soul intends; 
And that is to enjoy thee for my love, os 

L. Grey. And that is more than I will 

yield unto. 

1 know I am too mean to be your queen, 
And yet too good to be your concubine. 

K. Edw. You cavil, widow ; I did mean 

my queen. 

L. Grey. ’Twill grieve your Grace my sons 

should call you father. k»o 

K. Edw. No more than when my 
daughters call thee mother. 

Thou art a widow, and thou hast some 
children ; 

And, by God’s Mother, I, being but a 
bachelor, 

Have other some. Why, *tis a happy thing 
To be the father unto many sons. 105 

Answer no more, for thou shalt be my 
queen. 

Glo. The ghostly father now hath done 
his shrift. 

Clar. When he was made a shriver, ’twas 
for shift. 

K. Edw. Brothers, you muse what chat 
we two have had. 

Glo. The widow likes it not, for she looks 
very sad. no 

K. Edw, You'd think it strange if I 
should marry her. 

Clar. To who, my lord ? 

K. Edw. Why, Clarence, to myself. 
Glo. That would be ten days’ wonder at 
the least. 

Clar. That’s a day longer than a wonder 
lasts. 
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GZo. By so much is the wonder in 
extremes. 

K, Ediv. Well, jest on, brothers; I can 
tell you both 

Her suit is granted for her husband’s lands. 

Enter a Nobleman. 

Nob, My gracious lord, Henry your foe is 
taken 

And brought your prisoner to your palace 
gate. 

K. Edw. See that he be convey’d unto the 
Tower. 

And go we, brothers, to the man that took 
him 

To question of his apprehension. 

Widow, go you along. Lords, use her 
honourably. 

[Exeunt all but Gloucester, 

Glo, Ay, Edward will use women honour¬ 
ably. 

Would he w’ere wasted, marrow, bones, and 
all, 

That from his loins no hopeful branch m,'iy 
spring 

To cross me trom the golden time I look for! 
And yet, between my soul’s desire and me— 
Ihe lustful Edward’s title buried— 

Is Clarence, Henry, and his son young 
Edward, 

And all the unlook’d for issue of their 
bodies, 

To take their rooms ere I can place myself. 
A cold premeditation for my purpose! 
W’hy, then I do but dream on sovereignty ; 
Like one that stands upon a promontory 
And spies a far-off shore where he would 
tread. 

Wishing his foot were equal with his eye ; 
And chides the sea that sunders him from 
thence, 

Saying he’ll lade it dry to have his way— 
So do 1 wish the crown, being so far off'; uo 
And so 1 chide the means that keeps me 
from it; 

And so I say I’ll cut the causes off, 
Flattering me with impossibilities. 

My eye's too quick, my heart o’erweens too 
much, 

Unless my hand and strength could equal 
them. ii.s 

Well, say there is no kingdom then for 
Richard; 

What other pleasure can the world afford ? 
I’ll make my heaven in a lady’s lap, 

And deck my body in gay ornaments, 

And witch sweet ladies with my words and 
looks. 150 

O miserable thought! and more unlikely 
Than to accomplish twenty golden crowns. 
Why, love forswore me in my mother’s 
womb; 

And, for I should not deal in her soft laws. 
She did corrupt frail nature with some bribe 
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To shrink mine arm up like a wither’d 
shrub; t 

To make an envious mountain on my back, 
Where sits deformity to mock my body ; 
To shape my legs of an unequal size; 

To disproportion me in every part, i(>o 
Like to a chaos, or an unlick’d bear-whelp 
That carries no impression like the dam. 
And am I, then, a man to be belov’d ? 

O monstrous fault to harbour such a 
thought! 

Then, since this earth affords no joy to me 
But to command, to check, to o’erbear such 
As are of better person than myself, 
ril make my heaven to dream upon the 
crown, 

And whiles 1 live t* account this world but 
hell, 

Until my misshap’d trunk that bears this 
head 

Be round impaled with a glorious crown. 
And yet I know not how to get the crown. 
For many lives stand between me and 
home; 

And I—like one lost in a thorny wood 
Fhat rents the thorns and is rent with the 
thorns, »7^. 

Seeking a way and straying from the way ; 
Not knowing how to find the open air, 

But toiling desperately to find it out— 
Torment myself to catch the English crown; 
And from that torment I will free myself 
Or hew my way out with a bloody axe. 
W’hy, 1 can smile, and murder whiles 1 
smile, 

And cry ’ Content! ’ to that which grieves 
my heart. 

And wet my checks with artificial tears. 
And frame my face to all occasions. 1 H 5 
I’ll drown more sailors than the mermaid 
shall; 

I’ll slay more gazers than the basilisk ; 

I’ll play the orator as well as Nestor, 
Deceive more slily than LIysses could. 
And, like a Sinon, take another Troy, t >0 
1 can add colours to the chameleon, 
Change shapes with Protheus for advan¬ 
tages. 

And set the murderous Machiavel to school. 
Can 1 do this, and cannot get a crown ? 
Tut, were it farther off, I’ll pluck it down. 

[Exit. 

Scene 111. France, The King*s palace. 
Flourish, Enter Lewis the French King, 
his sister Bona, his Admiral call’d 
Bourbon ; Prince Edward, Queen 
Margaret, and the Earl of Oxford. 
Lewis sits, and riseth up again, 

Lewis, Fair Queen of England, worthy 
Margaret, 

Sit down with us. It ill befits thy state 
And birth that thou shouldst stand while 
Lewis doth sit. 
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Q. Mar. No, mighty King of France. 
Now Margaret 

Must strike her sail and learn a while to 
serve 

Where kings command. I was, I must 
confess, 

Great Albion's Queen in former golden 
days; 

But now mischance hath trod my title 
down 

And with dishonour laid me on the ground, 
Where 1 must take like scat unto my 
fortune, 

And to my humble seat conform myself. 

Lewis, Why, say, fair Queen, whence 
springs this deep despair i 

Q. Mar, From such a cause as fills mine 
eyes with tears 

And stops my tongue, while heart is 
drown’d in cares. 

Lewis, Whate’er it be, be thou still like 
thyself, 1 s 

And sit thee by our side. fSeais her by him] 
Yield not thy neck 

To fortune's yoke, but let thy dauntless 
mind 

Still ride in triumph over all mischance. 

Be plain, Queen Margaret, and tell thy 
grief ; 

It shall be eas'd, if France can yield relief. 

Q. Mar. Those gracious words revive my 
drooping thoughts 

And give my tongue-tied sorrows leave to 
speak. 

Now therefore be it known to noble l^wis 
That Henry, sole possessor of my love. 

Is, of a king, become a banish’d man, cs 
And forc’d to live in Scotland a forlorn ; 
While proud ambitious Edward Duke of 
York 

Usurps the regal title and the seat 
Of England’s true-anointed lawful King. 
This is the cause that I, poor Margaret, 30 
With this my son, Prince Edward, Henry's 
heir, 

Am come to crave thy just and lawful aid ; 
And if thou fail us, all our hope is done. 
Scotland hath will to help, but cannot 
help ; 

Our people and our peers are both misled. 
Our treasure seiz'd, our soldiers put to flight. 
And, as thou seest, ourselves in heavy 
plight. 

Lewis. Renowned Queen, with patience 
calm the storm, 

While we bethink a means to break It off. 

Q. Mar. The more we stay, the stronger 
grows our foe. 40 

Lewis. The more I stay, the more I'll 
succour thee. 

Q. Mar. O, but impatience waiteth on 
true sorrow. 

And see where comes the breeder of my 
sorrow 1 


Enter Warwick. 

Lewis, What’s he approacheth boldly to 
our presence ? 

Q. Mar. Our Earl of Warwick, Edward’s 
greatest friend. 4*5 

Lewis. Welcome, brave Warwick ! What 
brings thee to France ? 

[He descends. She ariseth. 

Q. Mar. Ay, now begins a second storm 
to rise ; 

For this is he that moves both wind and 
tide. 

War. From worthy Edward, King of 
Albion, 

My lord and sovereign, and thy vowed 
friend, so 

I come, in kindness and unfeigned love, 
First to do greetings to thy royal person, 
And then to crave a league of amity, 

And lastly to conlirm that amity 
With nuptial knot, if thou vouchsafe to 
grant 33 

That virtuous Lady Bona, thy fair sister. 
To England's King in lawful marriage. 

Q. Mar. [Aside] If that go forward, 
Henry’s hope is done. 

War. [Tf> Bona] And, gracious madam, in 
our king's behalf, 

I am commanded, with your leave and 
favour, 00 

Humbly to kiss your hand, and with my 
tongue 

To tell the passion of my sovereign’s heart; 
Where fame, late ent’ring at his heedful 
ears, 

Hath plac’d thy beauty’s image and thy 
virtue. 

Q. Mar. King Lewis and Lady Bona, hear 
me speak ^>3 

Before you answer Warwick. His demand 
Springs not from Edward's well-meant 
honest love, 

But from deceit bred by necessity ; 

For how can tyrants safely govern home 
Unless abroad they purchase great alliance? 
To prove him tyrant this reason may 
suffice, 71 

That Henry liveth still; but w^ere he 
dead, 

Yet here Prince Edward stands. King 
Henry’s son. 

Look therefore, Lewis, that by this league 
and marriage 

Thou draw not on thy danger and dishonour: 
For though usurpers sway the rule a while 
Yet heav'ns are just, and time suppresseth 
wrongs. 77 

War. Injurious Margaret I 
• Prince. And why not Queen ? 

War. Because thy father Henry did 
usurp ; 

And thou no more art prince than she is 
queen. 80 
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Oxf. Tl’iCn Warwick disannuls great John 
of Gaunt, 

W'hich did subdue the greatest part of 
Spain; 

And, alter John of Gaunt, Henry the 
Fourth, 

Whose wisdom was a mirror to the wisest; 
And, after that wise prince, Henry the 
Fifth, ^5 

Who by his prowess conquered all France. 
From these our Henrv lineally descends. 

War. Oxibrd, how haps it in this smooth 
discourse 

You told not how Henry the Sixth hath 
lost 

All that w hich Henry the Fifth had gotten ? 
Methinks these peers of France should smile 
at that. 

But for the rest: you tell a pedigree 
Of threescore and two years—a silly time 
To make prescription for a kingdom’s 
worth. 

Oxf. Why, Warwick, canst thou speak 
against thy liege, - s 

Whom thou obeyed’st thirty and six years. 
And not bewray thy treason with a biush ? 

War. Can Oxford that did ever fence the 
right 

Now buckler falsehood with a pedigree ? 
For shame ! Leave Henry, and call Edward 
king. 

Oxf. Cali him my king by whose in¬ 
jurious doom 

My elder brother, the Lord Aubrey Vere, 
Was done to death ; and more than so, my 
father. 

Even in the downfall of his mellow’d years, 
When nature brought him to the door of 
death ? 105 

No, Warwick, no; while life upholds this 
arm. 

This arm upholds the house of Lancaster. 

War. And I the house of York. 

Leteis. Queen Margaret, Prince Edward, 
and Oxford 

Vouchsafe at our request to stand aside i u> 
While I use further conference with War¬ 
wick. IT/icy stand aloof. 

Q, Mar. Heavens grant that Warwick’s 
words bewitch him not I 

Lewis. Now, Warwick, tell me, even upon 
thy conscience. 

Is Edward your true king ? for 1 were loath 
To link with him that were not lawful 
chosen. 115 

War. Thereon I pawn my credit and 
mine honour, 

Lewis. But is he gracious in the people’s 
eye ? 

War. The more that Henry was un¬ 
fortunate. 

Lewis. Then further : all dissembling set 
aside. 

Tell me for truth the measure of his love i^o 
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Unto oiA’ sister Bona. 

War. Such it seems 

As may beseem a monarch like himself. 
Myself have often heard him say and swear 
That this his love was an eternal plant 
Whereof the root was fix’d in virtue's 
ground, 

7 he leaves and fruit maintain’d with 
beauty's sun, 

Exempt from envy, but not from disdain, 
Unless the Lady Bona quit his pain. 

Lewis. Now, sister, let us hear your firm 
resolve. 

Bona. Your grant or your denial shall be 
mine. ^ v 

ITo Waruickl Yet I confess that often ere 
this day. 

When I ha\T heard your king’s desert 
recounted, 

Mine ear hath tempted judgment to desire. 

Lewis. Then, Warwick, thus : our sister 
shall be Edward's. j.u 

And now forthwith shall articles be drawn 
Touching the jointure that your king must 
make. 

Which with her dowTy shall be counter¬ 
pois’d. 

Draw near. Queen Margaret, and be a 
witness 

lhat Bona shall be wife to the English 
king. 

Prince, io Edward, but not to the 
English king. 

Q. Mar. Deceitful Warwick, it was thy 
device 

By this alliance to make void my suit. 
Before thy coming, Lewis was Henry’s 
friend. 

Lewis. And still is friend to him and 
Margaret. 

But if your title to the crowm be weak, 

As may appear by Edward’s good succes.s. 
Then 'tis but reason that I be releas’d 
From giving aid which late 1 promised. 

Yet shall you have all kindness at my 
hand 

That your estate requires and mine can 
yield, i.vj 

War. Henry now lives in Scotland at his 
case, 

Where having nothing, nothing can he lose. 
And as for you yourself, our quondam 
queen, 

You have a father able to maintain you, 
And better ’twere you troubled him than 
France. 155 

Q. Mar. Peace, impudent and shameless 
Warwick, 

Proud setter up and puller down of kings ! 
I will not hence till with my talk and tears, 
Both full of truth, I make King Lewis 
behold 

Thy sly conveyance and thy lord’s false 
love; 160 
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For both of you are birds of self-same 
leather. 

[Post bloivitig a horn within. 

Lewis, Warwick, this is some post to us 
or thee. 

Enter the Post. 

Post, My lord ambassador, these letters 
are for you. 

Sent from your brother, Marquis Montague. 
'I'hcse from our King unto your Majesty, i* " 
And, madam, these for you ; f rom whom 1 
know not. [ they all read their letters, 

Oxf, I like it well that our fair iiueen and 
mistress 

Smiles at her news, while Warwick frowns 
at his. 

Prince. Nay, mark how Lewis stamps as 
he were nettled. 

I hope all’s for the best. 

Lewis, W'arw'ick, what are thy news ? 
And yours, fair ueen ? 

0. Mar. Mine such as fill my heart with 
unhop’d joys. 

War. Mine full of sorrow and heart’s 
discontent. 

Lewis, What, has your king married the 
Lady Grey ? 

And now, to soothe your forgery and his. 
Sends me a paper to persuade me patience ? 
Is this th' alliance that he seeks with 
France ? 

Dare he presume to scorn us in this 
manner ? 

Q. Mar. 1 told your Majesty as much 
before. 

This proveth Edward’s love and Warwick’s 
honesty. >'•’ 

W^ar. King Lewis, I here protest in sight 
of heaven. 

And by the hope I have of heavenly bliss, 
That 1 am clear from this misdeed of 
Edward’s— 

No more my king, for he dishonours me. 
But most himself, if he could see his 
shame. 

Did I forget that by the house of York 
My father came untimely to his death ? 
Did 1 let pass th’ abuse done to my niece ? 
Did I impale him with the regal crown ? 
Did 1 put Henry from his native right 7 
And am I guerdon'd at the last with shame? 
Shame on himself! for my desert is honour ; 
And to repair my honour lost for him 
I here renounce him and return to Henry. 
My noble Queen, let former grudges pass, 
And henceforth I am thy true servitor. 

I will revenge his wrong to Lady Bona, 
And replant Henry in his former state. 

Q. Mar. Warwick, these words have 
turn’d my hate to love ; 

And 1 forgive and quite forget old faults, 200 
And joy that thou becom’st King Henry’s 
friend. 


War, So much his friend, ay, his un¬ 
feigned friend, 

That if King Lewis vouchsafe to furnish us 
With some few bands of chosen soldiers. 
I’ll undertake to land them on our coast 205 
And force the tyrant from his seat by war. 
’Tis not his new-made bride shall succour 
him ; 

And as for Clarence, as my letters tell me, 
He’s very likely now to fall from him 
For matching more for wanton lust than 
honour 10 

Or than for strength and safety of our 
country. 

Bona. Dear brother, how shall Bona be 
reveng’d 

But by thy help to this distressed queen ? 

Q. Mar. Renowned Prince, how shall 
poor Henry live 214 

Unless thou rescue him from foul despair ? 

Bona. My quarrel and this English 
queen’s are one. 

War. And mine, fair Lady Bona, joins 
with yours. 

Lewis. And mine with hers, and thine, 
and Margaret’s. 

Therefore, at last, 1 firmly am resolv’d 
You shall have aid. 220 

Q. Mar. Let me give humble thanks for 
all at once. 

Lewis. Then, England's messenger, re¬ 
turn in post 

And tell false Edw^ard, thy supposed king, 
That Lewis of France is sending over 
masquers 

To revel it with him and his new bride. 225 
Thou seest what’s past; go fear thy king 
withal. 

Bona. Tell him, in hope he’ll prove a 
widower shortly. 

I’ll wear the willow-garland for his sake. 

Q. Mar. Tell him my mourning weeds are 
laid aside, 

And 1 am ready to put armour on. 2 

War. 1 ell him from me that he hath done 
me wrong, 

And therefore I’ll uncrown him ere’t be 
long. 

There’s thy reward ; be gone. [Exii Post. 

Lewis. But, W’arwick, 

Thou and Oxford, with five thousand men, 
Shall cross the seas and bid false Edward 
battle *, 235 

And, as occasion serves, this noble Queen 
And Prince shall follow with a fresh supply. 
Yet, ere thou go, but answer me one doubt: 
What pledge have we of thy firm loyalty ? 

War. This shall assure my constant 
loyalty : 2. ’ 

That if our Queen and this young Prince 
agree, 

ITl join mine eldest daughter and my 
joy 

To him forthwith in holy wedlock bands. 
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Q. Mar. Yes, 1 agree, and thank you for 
your motion. 

Son Edward, she is fair and virtuous, ^45 
Therefore delay not—give thy hand to 
Warwick ; 

And with thy hand thy faith irrevocable 
That only Warwick's daughter shall be 
thine. 

Prince. Yes, I accept her, for she well 
deserves it; 

And here to pledge my vow, I give my 
hand. *50 

[He gives his hand io Warwick. 

Lewis. Why stay we now These 
soldiers shall be levied ; 

And thou. Lord Bourbon, our High 
Admiral, 

Shall w’aft them over with our royal fleet. 
1 long till Edward fall by war’s mischance 
For mocking marriage with a dame of 
France. [Exeunt aU but Warwick. 

War. I came from Edward as ambas¬ 
sador, -^ 5 “ 

But 1 return his sworn and mortal foe. 
Matter of marriage was the charge he gave 
me, 

But dreadful war shall answer his demand. 
Had he none else to make a stale but me ? 
Then none but I shall turn his jest to sorrow. 
1 was the chief that rais'd him to the crown, 
And I'll be chief to bring him down again; 
Not that 1 pity Henry’s misery, 

But seek revenge on Edward's mockery, v-s 

[Exit. 

ACT FOUR 

ScENh 1. London. The palace. 

Enter Gloucester, Clarence, Somerset, 
and Montague. 

Glo. Now tell me, brother Clarence, what 
think you 

Of this new marriage with the Lady Grey ? 
Hath not our brother made a worthy 
choice ? 

Clar. Alas, you know 'tis far from hence 
to France ! 

How could he stay till Warwick made 
return ? 5 

Sam. My lords, forbear this talk ; here 
comes the King. 

Flourish. Enter King Edward, attended ; 

Lady Grey, as Queen ; Pembroke, 

Stafford, Hastings, and Others. Four 

stand on one side, and four on the other. 

Glo. And his well-chosen bride. 

Clar. I mind to tell him plainly what 1 
think. 

K. Edw. Now, brother of Clarence, how 
like you our choice 0 

That you stand pensive as half malcontent ? 

Clar. As well as Lewis of France or the 
Earl of Warwick, 


Which are so weak of courage and in 
judgment 

That they'll take no offence at our abuse. 

K. Edw. Suppose they take offence with¬ 
out a cause; 

They are but Lewis and Warwick : I am 
Edward, 15 

Your King and W^arwick's, and must have 
my will. 

Glo. And shall have your will, because our 
King. 

Yet hasty marriage seldom proveth well. 

K. Edw. Yea, brother Richard, are you 
offended too ? 

Glo. Not 1. 

No. God forbid that 1 should wish them 
sever'd 

Whom God hath join'd together ; ay, and 
’twcTC pity 

To sunder them that yoke so well together. 

K. Edw. Setting your scorns and your 
mislike aside, 

Tell me some reason why the Lady Grey .5 

Should not become my wife and England's 
Cuecn. 

And you too, Somerset and Montague, 

Speak freely what you think. 

Clar. Then this is mine opinion : that 
King Lewis 

Becomes your enemy for mocking him io 

About the marriage of the Lady Bona. 

Glo. And Warwick, doing what you gave 
in charge, 

Is now dishonoured by this new marriage. 

K, Edw. What if both Lewis and War¬ 
wick be appeas'd 

By such invention as 1 can devise ? 

Mont. Yet to have join'd with France in 
such alliance 

Would more have strength'ned this our 
commonwealth 

'Gainst foreign storms than any home-bred 
marriage. 

Hast. Why, knows not Montague that of 
itself 

England is safe, if true within itself ? 40 

Mont. But the safer when 'tis back'd 
with FYance. 

Hast. 'Tis better using France than trust¬ 
ing France. 

Let us be back'd with God, and with the 
seas 45 

Which he hath giv'n for fence impregnable. 

And with their helps only defend ourselves. 

In them and in ourselves our safety lies. 

Clar. For this one speech Lord Hastings 
well deserves 

To have the heir of the Lord Hungerford. 

K. Edw. Ay, what of that ? it was my 
will and grant; 

And for this once my will shall stand for 
law. 50 

Glo. And yet methinks your Grace hath 
not done well 
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To give the heir and daughter of Lord 
Sailcs 

Unto the brother of your loving bride. 

She better would have fitted me or Clarence; 
But in your bride you bury brotherhood. 

Clar, Or else you would not have bestowed 
the heir 5'^ 

Of the Lord Jbonville on your new wife's 
son, 

And leave your brothers to go speed else¬ 
where. 

K. Edw. Alas, poor Clarence! Is it for a 
wife 

That thou art malcontent ? I will provide 
thee. 

Clar. In choosing for yourself you show'd 
your judgment. 

Which being shallow, you shall give me 
leave 

To play th„' broker in mine own behalf; 
And to that end I shortly mind to leave 
you. 

K. Bdu\ leave me or tarry, Edward will 
be K ing, < 5 

And not be tied unto his brother's will. 

Q. Eliz. My lords, before it pleas’d his 
ajesty 

To raise my state to title of a queen. 

Do me but right, and you must all confess 
That 1 was not ignoble of descent; 7 - 

And meaner than myself have had like 
fortune. 

But as this title honours me and mine, 

So your dislikes, to whom 1 would be 
pleasing, 

Doth cloud my joys with danger and with 
sorrow. 

K. Edw, My love, forbear to fawn upon 
their frowns. 71 

What danger or what sorrow can befall 
thee. 

So long as Edward is thy constant friend 
And their true sovereign whom they must 
obey ? 

Nay, whom they shall obey, and love thee 
too. 

Unless they seek for hatred at ray hands ; 80 
Which if they do, yet will I keep thee 
safe, 

And they shall feel the vengeance of my 
wrath. 

Clo. [Aside] 1 hear, yet say net much, but 
think the more. 

Enter a Post. 

K. Edw. Now, messenger, what letters or 
what news 

From France ? «5 

Mess. My sovereign liege, no letters, and 
few words, 

But such as I, without your special pardon. 
Dare not relate. 

K. Edw. Go to, we pardon thee ; there¬ 
fore, in brief. 


Tell me their words as near as thou canst 
guess them. 

What answer makes King Lewis unto our 
letters ? 

Mess. At my depart, these were his very 
words: 

* Go tell false Edward, the supposed king. 

That Lewis of France is sending over 
masquers 

To revel it with him and his new bride 05 

K. Edw. Is Lewis so brave ? Belike he 
thinks me Henry. 

But what said Lady Bona to my marriage ? 

Mess. These were her words, utt'red with 
mild disdain: 

‘ Tell him, in hope he’ll prove a widower 
shortly, 

rn wear the willow-garland for his sake ‘.100 

K. Edw. 1 blame not her : she could say 
little less ; 

She had the wrong. But what said Henry’s 
queen ? 

For I have heard that she was there in place. 

Mess. ' Tell him ’ quoth she ‘ my mourn¬ 
ing weeds are done. 

And I am ready to put armour on.’ 105 

K. Edw. Belike she minds to play the 
Amazon. 

But what said Warwick to these injuries ? 

Mess. He, more incens’d against your 
Majesty 

Than all the rest, discharg'd me with these 
words: 

‘ Tell him from me that he hath done me 
wrong; no 

And therefore I'll uncrown him ere’t be 
long *. 

K. Edw. Ha! durst the traitor breathe 
out so proud words ? 

W'ell, I will arm me, being thus forewarn'd. 

They shall have wars and pay for their 
presumption. 

But say, is Warwick friends with Margaret? 

Mess. Ay, gracious sovereign; they are 
so link’d in friendship 

That young Prince Edward marries War¬ 
wick’s daughter. 

Clar. Belike the elder; Clarence will have 
the younger. 

Now, brother king, farewell, and sit you 
fast. 

For I will hence to Warwick’s other 
daughter; 120 

That, though 1 want a kingdom, yet in 
marriage 

1 may not prove inferior to yourself. 

You that love me and Warwick, follow me. 

fBxil, and Somerset [(Mows. 

Glo. [Aside] Not I, 124 

My thoughts aim at a further matter; 1 

Stay not for the love of Edward but the 
crown. 

K. Edw. Clarence and Somerset both 
gone to Warwick I 
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Yet am I arm’d against the worst can 
happen; 

And haste is needful in this desp’ratc case. 
Pembroke and Stafford, you incur behalf i 3 t> 
Go levy men and make prepare for war; 
They are already, or quickly will be landed. 
Myself in person will straight follow you. 

[Exeunt Pembroke and Stafford. 
But ere I go, Hastings and Montague, 
Resolve my doubt. You twain, of all the 
rest, 13 ? 

Are near to Warwick by blood and by 
alliance. 

Tell me if you love Warwick more than me? 
If it be so, then both depart to him : 

I rather wish you foes than hollow friends. 
But if you mind to hold your true obedience. 
Give me assurance with some friendly vow, 
That I may never have you in suspect. 

Mont, So God help Montague as he 
proves true! 

Hast. And Hastings as he favours 
Edward’s cause! 

K, Edu\ Now, brother Richard, will you 
stand by us ? 145 

Glo. Ay, in despite of all that shall 
withstand you. 

K. Edw. Why, so 1 then am 1 sure of 
victory. 

Now therefore let us hence, and lose no 
hour 

Till we meet Warwick with his foreign 
pow’r. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. A plain in Warwickshire. 

Enter Warwick and Oxford, with French 
Soldiers. 

War. Trust me, my lord, all hitherto goes 
well; 

The common people by numbers swarm to 
us. 

Enter Clarence and Somerset. 

But see where Somerset and Clarence comes. 
Speak suddenly, my lords—are we all 
friends ? 

Clar. Fear not that, my lord. 5 

War. Then, gentle Clarence, welcome 
unto Warwick; 

And welcome, Somerset. I hold it cowardice 
To rest mistrustful where a noble heart 
Hath pawn’d an open hand in sign of love ; 
Else might I think that Clarence, Edward's 
brother, 10 

Were but a feigned friend to our proceed¬ 
ings. 

But welcome, sweet Clarence ; my daughter 
shall be thine. 

And now what rests but, in night’s cover¬ 
ture. 

Thy brother being carelessly encamp'd. 

His soldiers lurking in the towns about, is 
And but attended by a simple guard, 
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We may surprise and take him at our 
pleasure ? 

Our scouts have found the adventure very 
easy ; 

That as Ulysses and stout Diomede 
With sleight and manhood stole to Rhesus’ 
tents, 20 

And brought from thence the Thracian 
fatal steeds. 

So we, well cover'd with the night’s black 
mantle. 

At unawares may beat down Edward’s 
guard 

And seize himself—I say not' slaughter him’, 
For I intend but only to surprise him. 25 
You that will follow me to this attempt. 
Applaud the name of Henry with your 
leader. I They all cry ‘ Henry ! ' 

Why then, let’s on our way in silent sort. 
For Warwick and his friends, God and Saint 
George! [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Edward*s camp, near Warwick. 

Enter three Watchmen, to guard the King*s 
tent. 

1 Watch. Come on, my masters, each man 

take Ills stand ; 

The King by this is set him down to sleep. 

2 Watch. What, will he not to bed ? 

1 Watch. Why, no ; for he hath made a 

solemn vow 

Never to lie and take his natural rest 5 
Till Warwick or himself be quite suppress’d. 

2 Watch. To-morrow then, belike, shall 

be the day. 

If Warwick be so near as men report. 

3 Watch. But say, I pray, what nobleman 

is that 9 

That with the King here resteth in his tent? 

1 Watch. ’Tis the Lord Hastings, the 

King’s chiefest friend. 

3 Watch. O, is it so ? But why commands 
the King 

That his chief followers lodge in towns 
about him, 

While he himself keeps in the cold field ? 

2 Watch. ’Tis the more honour, because 

more dangerous. 15 

3 Watch. Ay, but give me worship and 

quietness ; 

I like it better than a dangerous honour. 

If Warwick knew in what estate he stands, 
'Tis to be doubted he would waken him. 

1 Watch. Unless our halberds did shut up 

his passage. 20 

2 Watch. Ay, wherefore else guard we his 

royal tent 

But to defend his person from night-foes ? 

Enter Warwick, Clarence, Oxford, 
Somerset, and French Soldiers, silent aU* 

War. 1 his is his tent; and see where 
itani his guard. 
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Courage, my masters! Honour now or 
never! 

But follow me, and Edward shall be ours, 25 

1 Watch, Who goes there ? 

2 Watch, Stay, or thou diest. 

IWarteick and the rest cry all ' Warwick ! 

Warwick I ’ and set upon the Guard, 
who fly, crying * Arm ! Arm ! * 
Warwick and the rest following them. 

The drum playing and trumpet sounding, 
re-enter Warwick and the rest, bringing 
the King out in his gown, sitting in a 
chair, Gloucester and Hastings fly 
otter the stage, 

Som, What are they that fly there ? 
War, Richard and Hastings. Let them 
go ; here is the Duke. 

K. Edw, The Duke! Why, Warwick, 
when we parted. 3 ^ 

Thou cairdst me King ? 

War. Ay, but the case is alter'd. 

W’^hen you disgrac'd me in my embassade. 
Then I degraded you from being King, 
And come now to create you Duke of York. 
Alas, how should you govern any kingdom 
That know not how to use ambassadors, 
Nor how to be contented with one wife. 
Nor how to use your brothers brotherly, 
Nor how to study for the people's welfare. 
Nor how to shroud yourself from enemies ? 
K. Edw. Yea, brother of Clarence, art 
thou here too ? 4> 

Nay, then I see that Edward needs must 
down. 

Yet, Warwick, in despite of all mischance. 
Of thee thyself and all thy complices, 
Edward will always bear himself as King. 
Though fortune's malice overthrow my 
state, 1 ' 

My mind exceeds the compass of her wheel. 
War. Then, for his mind, be Edward 
England's king ; 

[Takes off his crown. 
But Henry now shall wear the English 
crown 

And be true King indeed; thou but the 
shadow. 50 

My Lord of Somerset, at my request. 

See that forthwith Duke Edward be con¬ 
vey’d 

Unto my brother. Archbishop of York. 
When I have fought with Pembroke and 
his fellows, 

ril follow you and tell what answer s.*, 

Lewis and the Lady Bona send to him. 
Now for a while farewell, good Duke of 
York. 

K. Edw, What fates impose, that men 
must needs abide; 

It boots not to resist both wind and tide. 

[They lead him out forcibly, 
Oxf, What now remains, my lords, for us 
to do oo 


But march to London with our soldiers ? 

War. Ay, that's the first thing that we 
have to do; 

To free King Henry from imprisonment, 
And see him seated in the regal throne. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene IV. London, The palace. 

Enter Queen Elizabeth and Rivers. 

Riv. Madam, what makes you in this 
sudden change ? 

Q, Eliz, Why, brother Rivers, are you yet 
to learn 

What late misfortune is befall'n King 
Edward ? 

Riv, What, loss of some pitch'd battle 
against Warwick ? 

Q, Eliz. No, but the loss of his own royal 
person. 5 

Riv. I hen is my sovereign slain ? 

Q. Eliz. Ay, almost slain, for he is taken 
prisoner; 

Either betray’d by falsehood of his guard 
Or by his foe surpris’d at unawares ; 

And, as I further have to understand, lo 
Is new committed to the Bishop of York, 
Fell Warwick’s brother, and by that our 
foe. 

Riv, These news, I must confess, are full 
of grief; 

Yet, gracious madam, bear it as you may : 
Warwick may lose that now hath won the 
day. T 5 

Q. Eliz. Till then, fair hope must hinder 
life’s decay. 

And I the rather wean me from despair 
For love of Edward’s offspring in my womb. 
This is it that makes me bridle passion 
And bear with mildness my misfortune's 
cross; 20 

Ay, ay, for this I draw in many a tear 
And stop the rising of blood-sucking sighs. 
Lest with my sighs or tears I blast or drown 
King Edward’s fruit, true heir to th' 
English crown. 

Riv, But, madam, where is Warwick 
then become ? 25 

Q. Eliz. I am inform'd that he comes 
towards London 

To set the crown once more on Henry's 
head. 

Guess thou the rest: King Edward's friends 
must down. 

But to prevent the tyrant's violence— 

For trust not him that hath once broken 
faith— 30 

I'll hence forthwith unto the sanctuary 
To save at least the heir of Edward's right. 
There shall I rest secure from force and 
fraud. 

Come, therefore, let us fly while we may fly; 
If Warwick take us, we are sure to die. 35 

[Exeunt. 
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Scene V. A park near Middleham Castle 
in Yorkshire, 

Enter Gloucester, Lord Hastings, Sir 
William Stanley, and Others. 

Glo, Now, my Lord Hastings and Sir 
William Stanley, 

Leave off to wonder why I drew you hither 
Into this chiefest thicket of the park. 
Thus stands the case: you know our King 
my brother, 

Is prisoner to the Bishop here, at whose 
hands 

He hath good usage and great liberty ; 
And often but attended with weak guard 
Comes hunting this way to disport himself. 
1 have advertis'd him by secret means 
That if about this hour he make this way. 
Under the colour of his usual game. 

He shall here find his friends, with horse 
and men. 

To set him free from his captivity. 

Enter King Edward and a Huntsman with 
him. 

Hunt, Tliis way, my lord ; for this way 
lies the game. 

K. Edw. Nay, this way, man. See where 
the huntsmen stand. 15 

Now, brother of Gloucester, Lord Hastings, 
and the rest, 

Stand you thus close to steal the Bishop's 
deer ? 

Glo, Brother, the time and case requireth 
haste; 

Your horse stands ready at the park corner. 
K, Edw. But whither shall we then ? 
Hast. To Lynn, my lord; and ship, from 
thence to Flanders. 21 

Glo. Well guess'd, believe me; for that 
was my meaning. 

K. Edw. Stanley, 1 will requite thy 
forwardness. 

Glo. But wherefore stay we ? 'Tis no 
time to talk. 

K. Edw. Huntsmen, what say’st thou ? 

Wilt thou go along ? 25 

Hunt. Better do so than tarry and be 
hang’d. 

Glo. Come then, away ; let's ha* no more 
ado. 

K, Edw. Bishop, farewell. * Shield thee 
from Warwick’s frown, 

And pray that 1 may repossess the crown. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VI. London. The Tower. 

Flourish, Enter King Henry, Clarence, 
Warwick, Somerset, young Henry 
Earl of Richmond, Oxford, Mon¬ 
tague, Lieutenant of the lower, and 
Attendants. 
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K. Hen. Master Lieutenant, now that 
God and friends 

Have shaken Edward from the regal seat 
And turn'd my captive state to liberty. 
My fear to hope, my sorrows unto joys, 4 
At our enlargement what are thy due fees ? 
Lieut. Subjects may challenge nothing of 
their sov’reigns; 

But if an humble prayer may prevail, 

I then crave pardon of your Majesty. 

K. Hen. For what. Lieutenant ? For 
well using me ? 

Nay, be thou sure I'll well requite thy 
kindness, 10 

For that it made my imprisonment a 
pleasure; 

Ay, such a pleasure as incaged birds 
Conceive when, after many moody thoughts. 
At last by notes of household harmony 
They quite forget their loss of liberty. 15 
But, Warwick, after God, thou set'st me 
free. 

And chiefly therefore I thank God and thee; 
He was the author, thou the instranient. 
Therefore, that I may conquer fortune's 
spite 

By living low where fortune cannot hurt 
me, 20 

And that the people of this blessed land 
May not be punish’d with my thwarting 
stars, 

Warwick, although my head still wear the 
crown, 

I here resign my government to thee. 

For thou art fortunate in all thy deeds. 25 
War. Your Grace hath still been fam'd 
for virtuous. 

And now may seem as wise as virtuous 
By spying and avoiding fortune's malice. 
For few men rightly temper with the stars ; 
Yet in this one thing let me blame your 
Grace, 30 

For choosing me when Clarence is in place. 
Clar. No, Warwick, thou art worthy of 
the sway, 

To whom the heav’ns in thy nativity 
Adjudg’d an olive branch and laurel crown. 
As likely to be blest in peace and war; 35 
And therefore I yield thee my free consent. 
War. And 1 choose Clarence only for 
Protector, 

K. Hen. Warwick and Clarence, give me 
both your hands. 

Now join your hands, and with your hands 
your hearts, 

That no dissension hinder government. 40 
I make you both Protectors of this land. 
While 1 myself will lead a private life 
And in devotion spend my latter days. 

To sin's rebuke and my Creator's praise. 
War. What answers Clarence to his 
sovereign's will ? 45 

Clar. That he consents, If Warwick yield 
consent, 
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For on thy fortune I repose myself. 

War. Why, then, though loath, yet must 
1 be content. 

We'll yoke together, like a double shadow 
To Heni-y's body, and supply his place ; so 
1 mean, in bearing weight of government. 
While he enjoys the honour and his case. 
And, Clarence, now then it is more than 
needful 

Forthwith that Edward be pronounc’d a 
traitor. 

And all his lands and goods confiscated, ss 

Clar, What else ? And that succession be 
determin’d. 

War. Ay, therein Clarence shall not want 
his part. 

K. Hen. But, with the first of all your 
chief atfairs. 

Let me entreat—for 1 command no more— 
That Margaret your Uueen and my son 
Edward 

Be sent for to return from France with 
speed ; 

For till I see them here, by doubtful fear 
My joy of liberty is half eclips’d. 

Clar. 11 shall be done, my sovereign, with 
all ipeed. 

K. tlen. My Lord of Somerset, what 
youth is that, *>5 

Of whom you seem to have so tender care ? 

Som. My liege, it is young Henry, Earl 
of Richmond. 

K. Hen, Come hither, England’s hope. 

[Lays his hand on his head. 
If secret powers 
Suggest but truth to my tlivining thoughts. 
This pretty lad will prove our country's 
bliss. 70 

His looks are full of peaceful majesty ; 

His head by nature fram’d to wear a crown, 
His hand to wield a sceptre; and himself 
Likely in time to bless a regal throne. 
Make much of him, my lords; for this is 
he 

Must help you more than you are hurt 
by me. 70 

Enter a Post. 

War. What news, my friend ? 

Post. That Edward is escaped from your 
brother 

And tied, as he hears since, to Burgundy. 

War. Unsavoury news I But how made 
he escape ? «o 

Post, He was convey’d by Richard Duke 
of Gloucester 

And the Lord Hastings, who attended him 
In secret ambush on the forest side 
And from the Bishop’s huntsmen rescu’d 
him; 

For hunting was his daily exercise. 

War. My brother was too careless of his 
charge. 

But let us hence, my sovereign, to provide 


A salve for any sore that may betide. 

{Exeunt all but Somerset, Richmond, and 
Oxford, 

Som, My lord, I like not of this flight of 
Edward's ; 

For doubtless Burgundy will yield him 
help, / > 

And we shall have more wars beforc't be 
long. 

As Henry's late presaging prophecy 
Did glad my heart with hope of this young 
Richmond, 

So doth my heart misgive me, in these 
conflicts, 

VV’hat may befall him to his harm and ours. 
I'hcrefore, Lord Oxford, to prevent the 
worst. 

Forthwith we'll send him hence to Brittany, 
Till storms be past of civil enmity. 

Oxf. Ay, for if Edw'ard repossess the 
crown, 

"Lis like that Richmond with the rest shall 
down. if>o 

Som. It shall be so ; he shall to Brittany. 
Come therefore, let’s about it speedily, 

[Exeunt, 

Scene VII. Before York, 

Flourish, Enter King Edward, Glou¬ 
cester, Hastings, and Soldiers. 

K. Edw, Now, brother Richard, Lord 
Hastings, and the rest. 

Yet thus far fortune maketh us amends. 
And says that once more I shall interchange 
My waned state for Henr^^’s regal crown. 
Well have we pass’d and now repass’d the 
seas, s 

And brought desired help from Burgundy; 
What then remains, wc being thus arriv’d 
From Ravenspurgh haven before the gates 
of York, 

But that we enter, as into our dukedom ? 

Glo. The gates made fast! Brother, I like 
not this ; 10 

For many men that stumble at the thresh¬ 
old 

Are well foretold that danger lurks within. 

K. Edw. Tush, man, abodements must 
not now affright us. 

By fair or foul means we must enter in, 
For hither will our friends repair to us. 15 

Hast, My liege, I'll knock once more to 
summon them. 

Enter, on the walls, the Mayor of York and 
his Brethren. 

May. My lords, we were forewarned ol 
your coming 

And shut the gates for safety of ourselves. 
For now we owe allegiance unto Henry. 

K, Edw, But, Master Mayor, if Henry be 
your King, 20 

Yet Edward at the least is Duke of York. 
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May* True* my good lord ; I know you 
for no less. 

K. Ediv. Why, and I challenge nothing 
but my dukedom, 

As being well content with that alone. 

Glo. [Asfdel But when the Ibx hath once 
got in his nose, 

HeTl soon find means to make the body 
follow. 

Hast. Why, Master Mayor, why stand 
you in a doubt ? 

Open the gates; we are King Henry's 
friends. 

May. Ay, say you so ? The gates shall 
then be open’d. [He descends. 

Glo. A wise stout captain, and soon 
persuaded ! v 

Hast. Tlie good old man would fain that 
all were well, 

So *twere not long of him ; but being 
ent’red, 

I doubt not, 1 , but we shall soon persuade 

Both him and all his brothers unto reason. 

Enter, below, the Mayor and two Aldermen. 

K. Edtv. So, ^faster Mayor. These gates 
must not lx* shut 

But in the night or in the time of war. 

What! fear not, man, but yield me up the 
keys ; (Takes his keys. 

For Edw’ard will defend the town and 
thee, 

And all those friends that deign to follow 
me. 

March, Enter Montgomery with drum and 
Soldiers. 

Glo. Brother, this is Sir John Mont- 
gome^, 

Our tnjsty friend, unless I be deceiv'd. 

K. Edw. Welcome, Sir John ! But why 
come you in arms ? 

Monf. To help King Edward in his time 
of storm. 

As every loyal subject ought to do. 

K. Edw. Thanks, good Montgomery ; but 
we now forget »3 

Our title to the crown, and only claim 

Our dukedom till God please to send the 
rest. 

Mont. Then fare you well, for I will hence 
again. 

I came to serve a king and not a duke. 4 > 

Drummer, strike up, and let us march 
away. [The Drum begins to march. 

K. Edw. Nay, stay, Sir John, a while, and 
w'cTl debate 

By what safe means the crown may be 
recover’d. 

Mont. What talk you of debating ? In 
few words: 

If youTl not here proclaim yourself our 
King, 54 

ITl leave you to your fortune and be gone 
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To keep them back that come to succour 
you. 

Why shall we fight, if you pretend no title ? 

Glo. Why, brother, w'herefore stand you 
on nice points ? 

K, Edw. When we grow stronger, then 
we’ll make our claim ; 

Till then ’tis wisdom to conceal our 
meaning. 

Hast. Away with scrupulous wit! Now 
arms must rule. 

Glo. And fearless minds climb soonest 
unto crow'ns. 

Brother, wc will proclaim you out of hand ; 

The bruit thereof will bring you many 
friends. 

K. Edw. Then be it as you will; for ’tis 
my right, 

And Henry but usurps the diadem. 

Mont. Ay, now my sovereign speaketh 
like himself; 

And now will 1 be Edw'ard’s champion. 

Hast. Sound trumpet; Edward shall be 
here proclaim’d. '-•) 

Come, fellow soldier, make thou proclama¬ 
tion. iGives him a paper. Flourish. 

Sold. I Reads I ‘ Edward the Fourth, by 

the grace of God, King of England and 

France, and Lord of Ireland, &c.’ 

Motif. And whoso’er gainsays King 
Edward’s right, 

By this 1 challenge him to single fight. 

|Tiirou»s down his gauntlet. 

All. Long live Edward the Fourth ! /s 

K. Edw. Thanks, brave Montgomery, and 
thanks unto you all; 

If fortune serve me, ITl requite this 
kindness. 

Now for this night let’s harbour here in 
York ; 

And when the morning sun shall raise his 
car 

Above the border of this horizon, «o 

We’lJ forward towards Warwick and his 
mates ; 

For well 1 wot that Henry is no soldier. 

Ah, froward Clarence, how evil it beseems 
thee 

To fatter Henry and forsake thy brother! 

Yet, as we may, wc’il meet both thee and 
Warwick. ^5 

Come on, brave soldiers ; doubt not of the 
day, 

And, that once gotten, doubt not of large 
pay. [Exeunt. 

Scene VIII. London. The palace. 

Flourish. Enter King Henry, Warwick, 

Montague, Clarence, Oxford, and 

Exeter. 

War. What counsel, lords ? Edward from 
Belgia, 

With hasty Germans and blunt Hollanders, 



KING HENRY THE SIXTH—PART THREE 


Scene 8] 

Hath pass'd in safety through the narrow 

seas 

And with his troops doth march amain to 
London ; 

And many giddy people flock to him. 

K. lien. Let's levy men and beat him 
back again. 

Clar. A little fire is quickly trodden out. 
Which, being suffer'd, rivers cannot quench. 

War. In Warwickshire 1 have true¬ 
hearted friends, 

Not mutinous in peace, yet bold in war ; lo 
Those will 1 muster up, and thou, son 
Clarence, 

Shalt stir up in Suffolk, Norfolk, and in 
Kent, 

The knights and gentlemen to come with 
thee. 

Thou, brother Montague, in Buckingham, 
Northampton, and in Leicestershire, shalt 
find 

Men well inclin’d to hear what thou com¬ 
ma nd’st. 

And thou, brave Oxford, wondrous well 
belov'd. 

In Oxfordshire shalt muster up thy friends. 
My sovereign, with the loving citizens. 
Like to his island girt in with the ocean 
Or modest Dian circled with her nymphs. 
Shall rest in London till we cvunc to him. 
Fair lords, take leave and stand not to 
reply. 

Farewell, mv sovereign. 

K. Hen. Farewell, my Hector and my 
Troy's true hope. s 

Clar. In sign of truth, 1 kiss your 
Highness’ hand. 

K. Hen. Well-minded Clarence, be thou 
fortunate! 

Mont. Comfort, my lord * and so 1 take 
my leave. 

Oxf. [Kissing f/ie Kin^*s hand] And thus 
I seal my truth and bid adieu. 

K. Hen. Sweet Oxford, and my loving 
Montague, 

And all at once, once more a happy fare¬ 
well 

War, Farewell, sweet lords ; let's meet 
at Coventry. 

1 Exeunt all hut the King and Exeter. 

K. Hen, Here at the palace will I rest 
a while. 

Cousin of Exeter, what thinks your lord- 
ship ? 

Methinks the power that Edward hath in 

field 35 

Should not be able to encounter mine. 

Exe. The doubt is that he will seduce the i 
rest. I 

K. Hen. That's not my fear; my meed | 
hath got me fame : ; 

I have not stopp’d mine ears to their 
demands, 3^) I 

Nor posted off their suits with slow delays; 


My pity hath been balm to heal their 
wounds. 

My mildness hath allay'd their swelling 
griefs, 

My mercy dried their water-flowing tears ; 

I have not been desirous of their wealth, 

Nor much oppress’d them with great sub¬ 
sidies, /I 

Nor forward of revenge, though they much 
err'd. 

Then why should they lov^e Edward more 
than me ? 

No, Exeter, these graces challenge grace ; 

And, when the lion fawns upon the Iamb, 

The lamb will never cease to follow him. 

I Shout within ‘ A Lancaster! A Lancaster!’ 

Exe. Hark, hark, my lord ! What shouts 
are these ? 

Entet King Edward, Gloucester, and 
Soldiers. 

K, Edw. Seize on the shame-fac’d Henr>^ 
bear him hence; 

And once again proclaim us King of 
England. 

You arc the fount that makes small brooks 
to flow. 

Now stops thy spring ; my sea shall suck 
them dry, 

And swell so much the higher by their ebb. 

Hence with him to the Tower: let him 
not speak. 

IHxeiiuf some with King Henry. 

And, lords, towards Coventry bend we our 
course, 

Where peremptory Warwick now remains. 

The sun shines hot; and, if we use delay, f o 

Cold biting winter mars our hop’d-for hay. 

Glo. Away betimes, before his forces join, 

And take the great-grown traitor unawares. 

Brave warriors, march amain towards 
Coventry. [Exeunf. 

ACT FIVE 
Scene 1. Cotfentry. 

Enter Warwick, the Mayor of Coventry, two 

Messengers, and Others upon the walls. 

War. Where is the post that came from 
valiant Oxford ? 

How far hence is thy lord, mine honest 
fellow ? 

1 Mess. By this at Dunsmove, march .•ig 

hitherward. 

War, How far off is our brother Mon¬ 
tague ? 

Where is the post that came from Mon¬ 
tague ? 5 

2 Mess. By this at Daintry, with a 

puissant troop. 

Enter Sir John Somerville. 

War. Say, Somerville, what says my 
loving son ? 

^93 
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And by thy guess how nigh is Clarence 
now ? 

Som, At Southam I did leave him with 
his forces, 

And do expect him here some two hours 
hence. [Druni heard. 

War, 1 ‘hen Clarence is at hand ; I hear 
his drum. 

vSom. It is not his, my lord; here 
Southam lies. 

The drum your Honour hears marcheth 
from Warwick, 

War, Who should that be ? Belike un- 
look’d for friends, 

Som. They are at hand, and you shall 
quickly know. is 

March. Flourish, Enter King Edward, 
Gloucester, and Soldiers. 

K, Edw, Go, trumpet, to the walls, and 
sound a parle. 

Glo. See how the surly Warwick mans 
the wall. 

War. O unhid spite t Is sportful Edward 
come ? 

Where slept our scouts or how are they 
seduc’d I - 

That we could hear no news of his repair ? 

K. Edw. Now, Warwick, wilt thou ope 
the city gates, 

Speak gentle words, and humbly bend thy 
knee. 

Call Edward King, and at his hands beg 
mercy ? 

And he shall pardon thee these outrages. 

War. Nay, rather, wilt thou draw thy 
forces hence, . 3 

Confess who set thee up and pluck’d thee 
down. 

Call Warwick patron, and be penitent ? 

And thou shalt still remain the Duke of 
York. 

Glo, I thought, at least, he would have 
said the King ; 

Or did he make the jest against his will ? v' 

War. Is not a dukedom, sir, a goodly 
gift? 

GiO, Ay, by my faith, for a poor earl to 
give. 

I’ll do thee service for so good a gift. 

War. ’Twas I that gave the kingdom to 
thy brother. 

K. Edw. Why then ’tis mine, if but by 
Warwick’s gift. 35 

War. Thou art no Atlas for so great a 
weight; 

And, w'eakling, Warwick takes his gift 
again; 

And Henry is my King, Warwick his 
subject. 

K. Edw. But Warwick’s king is Edward’s 
prisoner. 

And, gallant Warwick, do but answer this : 

What is the body when the head is off ? 41 


Glo. Alas, that Warwick had no more 
forecast, 

But. whiles he thought to steal the single 
ten, 

'Die king was slily finger’d from the dt^k ! 
You left poor Henry at the Bishop’s palace, 
And ten to one you’ll meet him in the 
Tower. 4 f> 

K, Edw, ’Tis even so; yet you are 
Warwick still. 

Glo. Come, Warwick, take the time; 
kneel down, kneel down. 

Nay, when ? Strike now, or else the iron 
cools. 

War. 1 had rather chop this hand off at 
a blow, 5« 

And with the other fling it at thy face, 
Than bear so low a sail to strike to thee, 

K. Edw, Sail how thou canst, have wind 
and tide thy friend, 

This hand, fast wound about thy coal-black 
hair, 

Shall, whiles thy head is warm and new 
cut off, 5S 

Write in the dust this sentence with thy 
blood : 

‘ Wind-changing W’arwick now can change 
no more ’. 

Enter Oxford, with drum and colours. 

War, O cheerful colours I See where 
Oxford comes. 

Oxf. Oxford, Oxford, for Lancaster \ .v> 

IHe and his forces enter the city. 

Glo, The gates are open, let us enter too. 

K, Edw. So other foes may set upon our 
backs. 

Stand we in good array, for they no doubt 
Will issue out again and bid us battle ; 

If not, the city being but of small defence. 
We’ll quickly rouse the traitors in the same. 

War. O, welcome, Oxford! for we want 
thy help. 06 

Enter Montague, with drum and colours. 

Mont. Montague, Montague, for Lan¬ 
caster ! 

[He and his forces enter the city. 

Glo. Thou and thy brother both shall buy 
this treason 

Even with the dearest blood your bodies 
bear. 

K. Edw. The harder match’d, the greater 
victory. ;<> 

My mind presageth happy gain and con¬ 
quest. 

Enicr Somerset, with drum and colours. 

Som. Somerset, Somerset, for Lancaster I 
[He and his forces enter the city. 

Glo. Two of thy name, both Dukes of 
Somerset, 

Have sold their lives unto the house of 
York; 
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And thou shalt be the third, if this sword 
hold. 75 

Enter Clarence, with drum and colours. 

War, And lo where George of Clarence 
sweeps along. 

Of force enough to bid his brother battle ; 
With whom an upright zeal to right prevails 
More than the nature of a brother's love. 

Clar. Clarence, Clarence, for Lancaster! 

K. Edw. Et tu Brute—wilt thou stab 
Csesar too ? 

A parley, sirrah, to George of Clarence. 

[Sound a parley, Richard and Clarence 
whisper. 

War. Come, Clarence, come. Thou wilt 
if Warwick call. ^« 

Clar, [Taking the red rose from his hat and 
throwing it at Warwick] Father of Warwick, 
know you what this means ? 

Look here, I throw my infamy at thee. 

1 will not ruinate my father’s house, 

Who gave his blood to lime the stones 
together. 

And set up Lancaster. Why, trowest thou, 
Warwick, 

That Clarence is so harsh, so blunt, un¬ 
natural, 

To bend the fatal instruments of war 
Against his brother and his lawful King ? 
Perhaps thou wilt object my holy oath. 

To keep that oath were more impiety 
Than Jephtha when he sacrific’d his 
daughter. 

I am so sorry for my trespass made 
That, to deserve well at my brother’s hands, 
1 here proclaim myself thy mortal foe ; <j 4 
With resolution whereso’er 1 meet thee— 
As I will meet thee, if thou stir abroad— 
To plague thee for thy foul misleading me. 
And $0, proud-hearted Warwick, 1 defy 
thee, 9 ^ 

And to my brother turn my blushing checks. 
Pardon me, Edward, I will make amends ; 
And, Richard, do not frown upon my faults, 
For I will henceforth be no more uncon¬ 
stant. 

K. Edw, Now welcome more, and ten 
times more belov’d. 

Than if thou never hadst deserv’d our hate. 

Glo. Welcome, good Clarence; this is 
brother-like. 105 

War. O passing traitor, perjur’d and 
unjust! 

K. Edw, What, Warwick, wilt thou leave 
the town and fight ? 

Or shall we beat the stones about thine 
ears ? 

War. Alas, I am not coop’d here for 
defence! 

I will away towards Barnet presently i 
And bid thee battle, Edward, if thou dar'st. 

K, Edw, Yes, Warwick, Edward dares 
and leads the way. 


Lords, to the field; Saint George and 
victory! [Exeunt Yorkists, March, 
Warwick and his company follow. 

Scene II. A field of battle near Barnet. 

Alarum and excursions. Enter King 

Edward, bringing forth Warwick 

wounded. 

K. Edw. So, lie thou there. Die thou, and 
die our fear; 

For Warwick was a bug that fear’d us all. 
Now, Montague, sit fast; 1 seek for thee. 
That Warwick’s bones may keep thine 
company. lExif. 

War. Ah, who is nigh ? Come to me, 
friend or foe, 5 

And tell me who is victor, York or War¬ 
wick ? 

Why ask 1 that ? My mangled body shows. 
My blood, my want of strength, my sick 
heart shows. 

That I must yield my body to the earth 
And, by my fall, the conquest to my foe. 10 
Thus yields the cedar to the axe’s edge. 
Whose arms gave shelter to the princely 
eagle. 

Under whose shade the ramping lion slept. 
Whose top-branch overpeer’d Jove’s spread¬ 
ing tree 

And kept low shrubs from winter’s pow’rful 
wind. 15 

These eyes, that now are dimm’d with 
death’s black veil. 

Have been as piercing as the mid-day sun 
To search the secret treasons of the world ; 
The wrinkles in my brows, now fill'd with 
blood. 

Were lik’ned oft to kingly sepulchres; 20 

For who liv’d King, but 1 could dig his 
grave ? 

And who durst smile when Warwick bent 
his brow ? 

Lo now my glory smear’d in dust and 
blood ! 

.My parks, my walks, my manors, that I 
had, 25 

Even now forsake me; and of all my 
lands 

Is nothing left me but my body’s length. 
Why, what is pomp, rule, reign, but earth 
and dust ? 

And live we how we can, yet die we must. 

Enter Oxford and Somerset. 

Som. Ah, Warwick, Warwick 1 wert thou 
as we are. 

We might recover all our loss again. 3" 
The Queen from France hath brought a 
puissant power; 

Even now we heard the news. Ah, couldst 
thou fly 1 

War. Why then, I would not fly. Ah, 
Montague, 
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If thou be there, sweet brother, take my 
hand, 34 

And with thy lips keep in my soul a while! 
Thou lov’st me not; for, brother, if thou 
didst. 

Thy tears would wash this cold congealed 
blood 

That glues my lips and will not let me 
speak. 

Come quickly, Montague, or 1 am dead. 

Som. Ah, Warwick! Montague hath 
breathed his last; 4 

And to the latest gasp cried out for 
Warwick, 

And said ‘ Commend me to my valiant 
brother *. 

And more he would have said ; and more 
he spoke, 

Which sounded like a clamour in a vault. 
That mought not be distinguish’d ; but at 
last, 

I well might hear, delivered with a groan, 
* O farewell, Warwick ! ' 

War, Sweet rest his soul! Fly, lords, and 
save yourselves ; 

For Warwick bids you all farewell, to meet 
in heaven. 17^/es. 

Oxf, Away, away, to meet the Queen’s 
great power I so 

IHere they hear away his body. 

Scene III. Another part of the field. 

Flourish, Enter King Edward in triumph ; 

with Gloucester, Clarence, and the rest. 

K, Edw, Thus far our fortune keeps an 
upw'ard course. 

And we are grac’d with wreaths of victory. 
But in the midst of this bright-shining day 
I spy a black, suspicious, threat’ning cloud 
That will encounter w'ith our glorious sun 
Ere he attain his easeful western bed— 

I mean, my lords, those powers that the 
Queen 

Hath rais’d in Gallia have arriv'd our coast 
And, as we hear, march on to fight with us. 

Clar. A little gale will soon disperse that 
cloud 

And blow it to the source from whence it 
came ; 

Thy very beams will dr>' those vapours up. 
For every cloud engenders not a storm. 

G7o. The Queen is valued thirty thousand 
strong. 

And Somerset, with Oxford, fled to her. 1:. 
If she have time to breathe, be well assur’d 
Her faction will be full as strong as ours. 

K, Edw, We are advertis’d by our loving 
friends 

That they do hold their course toward 
Tewksbury ; 

We, having now the best at Barnet field, 
Will thither straight, for willingness rids 
way: 


And as we march our strength will be 
augmented 

In every county as we go along. 

Strike up the drum ; cry * Courage ! ’ and 
away. lExcunf. 

Scene IV. Plains near Teu’ksbiiry. 

Flourish, March, Enter Queen Margaret, 
Prince Edward, Somerset, Oxford, 
and Soldiers. 

Q, Mar, Great lords, wise men ne’er sit 
and wail their loss. 

But cheerly seek how to redress their harms. 
What though the mast be now blown over¬ 
board, 3 

The cable broke, the holding-anchor lost. 
And half our sailors swallow’d in the flood ; 
Yet lives our pilot still. Is't meet that he 
Should leave the helm and, like a fearful 
lad. 

With tearful eyes add water to the sea 
And give more strength to that which hath 
too much ; 

Whiles, in his moan, the ship splits on the 
rock. JO 

Which industry and courage might have 
sav’d ? 

Ah, what a shame! ah, what a fault were 
this! 

Say Warwick was our anchor ; what of 
that ? 

And Montague our top-mast: what of 
him ? 

Our slaught’red friends the tackles : what 
of these ? »5 

Why, is not Oxford here another anchor ? 
And Somerset another goodly mast ? 

The friends of France our shrouds and 
tacklings ? 

And, though unskilful, why not Ned and I 
For once allow’d the skilful pilot’s charge ? 
We will not from the helm to sit and weep. 
But keep our course, though the rough wind 
say no, .ia 

From shelves and rocks that threaten us with 
wreck. 

As good to chide the waves as speak them 
fair. 

And what is Edward but a ruthless sea ? 25 
What Clarence but a quicksand of deceit ? 
And Richard hut a ragged fatal rock ? 

All these the enemies to our poor bark. 

Say you can swim ; alas, ’tis but a while ! 
Tread on the sand ; why, there you quickly 
sink. 3<-> 

Bestride the rock ; the tide will wash you 
off. 

Or else you famish—that’s a threefold 
death. 

This speak I, lords, to let you understand, 
If case some one of you would fly from us, 
'lhat there’s no hop’d-for mercy with the 
brothers 35 
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More than w ith ruthless waves, with sands, 
and rocks. 

Why, courage then! What cannot be 
avoided 

'I'wcre childish weakness to lament or fear. 

Prince. Methinks a woman of this valiant 
spirit 

Should, if a coward heard her speak these 
words, 4<i 

Infuse his breast with magnanimity 
And make him naked foil a man-at-arms. 
I speak not this as doubting any here: 

For did I but suspect a fearful man, 

He should have leave to go away betimes, 15 
Lest in our need he might infect another 
And make him of like spirit to himself. 

If any such be here—as God forbid !— 

Let him depart before we need his help. 

Oxf. Women and children of so high a 
courage, fs' 

And warriors faint! Why, 'twerc perpetual 
shame. 

O brave yiumg Prince! thy famous 
grandfather 

Doth live again in thee. Long mayst thou 
live 

To bear his image and renew his glories ! 

Som. And he that will not fight for such a 
hope, 

Go home to bed and, like the owl by day. 
If he arise, be mock'd and wond’red at. 

Q. Mar. Thanks, gentle Somerset; sweet 
Oxford, thanks. 

Prince. And take his thanks that yet 
hath nothing else. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Prepare you, lords, for Edward is 
at hand • ( 

Ready to fight; therefore be resolute. 

Oxf. I thought no less. It is his policy 
To haste thus fast, to find us unprovided. 

Som. But he’s deceiv'd; we are in 
readiness. 

Q. Mar. This cheers my heart, to see your 
forwardnes::. 

Oxf. Here pitch our battle; hence we 
will not budge. 

Flourish and march. Enter, at a distance. 

King Edward, Gloucester, Clarenck, 

and Soldiers. 

K. Edu. Brave followers, yonder stands 
the thorny wood 

Which, by the heavens' assistance and your 
strength. 

Must by the roots be hewn up yet ere night. 
I need not add more fuel to your fire, 7" 
For well I wot ye blaze to burn them out. 
Give signal to the fight, and to it, lords. 

Q. Mar. Lords, knights, and gentlemen, 
what I should say 

My tears gainsay ; for every word I speak, 
Ye see, I drink the water of mv eye. 75 


TTierefore, no more but this : Henry, your 
sovereign, 

Is prisoner to the foe ; his state usurp'd, 

His realm a slaughter-house, his subjects 
slain, 

His statutes cancell’d, and his treasure 
spent; 

And yonder is the w'olf that makes this 
spoil. ho 

You fight in justice. Then, in God's name, 
lords. 

Be valiant, and give signal to the fight. 

[Alarum, retreat, excursions. Exeunt. 

Scene V. Another pari of the field. 

Flourish. Enter King Edward, Claiu nce, 

Gloucester, and Forces, with Queen 

Margaret, Oxford, and Somerset, 

prisoners. 

K. Edw. Now here a period of tumultuous 
broils. 

Away with Oxford to Hames Castle 
straight; 

For Somerset, off with his guilty head. 

Go, bear them hence ; I will not hear them 
speak. 

Oxf. For my part. I'll not trouble thee 
with words. 5 

Som. Nor I, but stoop with patience to 
my fortune. 

(Exeunt Oxford and Somerset, guarded. 

Q. Mar. So part we sadly in tliis troiibious 
world, 

To meet with joy in sweet Jerusalem. 

K. Edw. Is proclamation made that who 
finds Edward 

Shall have a high reward, and he his life ? 

Olo. It is ; and lo where youthful Edward 
comes. 

Enter Soldiers, with Prince Edward. 

K. Edw. Bring forth the gallant; let us 
hear him speak. 

What, can so young a man begin to prick ? 

Edward, what satisfaction canst thou make 

For bearing arms, for stirring up my 
subjects, IS 

And all the trouble thou hast turn'd me to ? 

Prince. Speak like a subject, proud 
ambitious York. 

Suppose that I am now' my father's mouth ; 

Resign thy cliair, and where 1 stand kn(^e^ 
thou, 

Whilst I propose the self-same words to 
thee : > 

Which, traitor, thou wouldst have me 
answer to. 

Q. Mar, Ah, that thy father had been so 
resolv’d! 

Glo. That you might still have worn the 
petticoat 

And ne'er have stol'n the breech from 
Lancaster. 
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Prince. Let ^sop fable in a winter*$ 
night; 

His currish riddles sorts not witli this place. 

Glo. By heaven, brat, I'll plague ye for 
that word. 

Q. Mar. Ay, thou wast born to be a 
plague to men. 

Glo. For God's sake, take away this 
captive scold. 

Prince. Nay, take away this scolding 
crookback rather. 3 ' 

X. Edw. Peace, wilful boy, or I will charm 
your tongue. 

Clar. Untiitor'd lad, thou art too 
malapert. 

Prince. 1 know my duty ; you are all 
undutiful. 

Lascivious Edward, and thou perjur'd 
George, 

And thou misshapen Dick, I tell ye all 35 

I am your better, traitors as ye are ; 

And thou usurp'st my father’s right and 
mine. 

K. Ediv. Take that, the likeness of this 
railer here. [Stabs him. 

Glo. Sprawl’st thou ? Take that, to end 
thy agony, fStabs him. 

Clar. And there's for twitting me with 

perjury. IStabs 

Q. Mar. O, kill me too ! 11 

Glo. Marry, and shall. [Offers to kill her. 

K. Edw. Hold, Richard, hold ; for wc 
have done too much. 

Glo. Why should she live to fill the world 
with words ? 

X. Ediv. What, doth she swoon ? Use 
means for her recovery. -1^ 

Glo. Clarence, excuse me to the King my 
brother. 

ril hence to London on a serious matter ; 

Ere ye come there, be sure to hear some 
news. 

Clar. What ? what ? 49 

Glo. Ihe Tower 1 the Tower ! [Exit. 

Q. Mar. O Ned, sweet Ned, speak to thy 
mother, boy ! 

Canst thou not speak ? O traitors! 
murderers ! 

They that stabb'd Cassar shed no blood at 
all, 

Did not offend, nor were not worthy blame. 

If this foul deed were by to equal it. 55 

He was a man : this, in respect, a child ; 

And men ne’er spend their fury on a child. 

What's worse than murderer, that I may 
name it ? 

No, no, my heart will burst, an if I speak— 

And I will speak, that so my heart may 
burst. (’O 

Butchers and villains 1 bloody cannibals 1 

How sweet a plant have you untimely 
cropp'd! 

You have no children, butchers; if you 
had, 
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The thought of them would have stirr’d up 
remorse. 

But if you ever chance to have a child, 

Look in his youth to have him so cut 
off 

As, deathsmen, you have rid this sweet 
young prince! 

X. Edw. Away with her; go, bear her 
hence perforce. 

Q. Mar. Nay, never bear me hence; 
dispatch me here. 

Here sheathe thy sword ; I’ll pardon thee 
my death. 70 

What, wilt thou not ? Then, Clarence, do 
it thou. 

Clar. By heaven, I will not do thee so 
much ease. 

0 . Mar. Good Clarence, do; sweet 
Clarence, do thou do it. 

Clar. Didst thou not hear me swear I 
would not do it ? 

Q. Mar. Ay, but thou usest to forswear 
thyself. 7 b 

'Twas sin before, but now 'tis charity. 

What! wilt thou not ? Where is that 
devil's butcher, 

Hard-favour'd Richard ? Richard, where 
art thou ? 

Thou art not here. Murder is thy alms- 
deed ; 

Petitioners for blood thou ne’er put'st 
back. Ho 

X. Edw. Away, 1 say ; 1 charge ye bear 
her hence. 

Q. Mar. So come to you and yours as to 
this prince ! [Exit, led out forcibly. 

K. Edw. Where's Richard gone ? 

Clar. To London, all in post; and, as 1 
guess. 

To make a bloody supper in the Tower. 85 

X. Edw. He's sudden, if a thing comes in 
his head. 

Now march we hence. Discharge the 
common sort 

With pay and thanks; and let’s away to 
London 

And see our gentle queen how well she 
fares. 

By this, I hope, she hath a son for me. 90 

[Exeunt. 

Scene VL London. The Tourer. 

Enter King Henry and Gloucester with 
the Lieutenant, on the walls. 

Glo. Good day, my lord. What, at your 
book so hard ? 

X. Hen. Ay, my good lord—my lord, I 
should say rather. 

'Tis sin to flatter ; * good ' was little better. 

* Good Gloucester ' and ' good devil' were 
alike, 

And both preposterous; therefore, not 
' good lord5 
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Gto, Sirrah, leave us to ourselves ; we 
must confer. [Exit Lieutenant. 
K. Hen. So flies the reckless shepherd 
from the wolf; 

So first the harmless sheep doth yield his 
fleece, 

And next his throat unto the butcher's 
knife. 

What scene of death hath Roscius now to 
act ? lo 

Clo. Suspicion always haunts the guilty 
mind : 

ITie thief doth fear each bush an officer. 
K. Hen. Ihe bird that hath been limed 
in a busii 

With trembling wings misdoubteth every 
hush ; 

And I, the hapless male to one sweet bird, 
Have now the fatal object in my eye 
Where my poor young was lim’d, was 
caught, and kill’d. 

G/o. Why, what a peevish fool was that 
of Crete 

Thai taught his son the office of a fowl! 
And yet, for all his wings, the fool was 
drown’d. -o 

K. Hm. 1, Diedalus ; my poor boy, 
Icarus ; 

Thy father, Minos, that denied our course ; 
The sun that sear’d the wings of rny sweet 
boy, 

Thy brolher Edward ; and thyself, the sea 
W'hose envious gulf did swallow up his life. 
Ah, kill me with thy w^eapon, not with 
words! 

My breast can better brook thy dagger’s 
point 

Than can my ears that tragic history. 

But wherefore dost thou come ? Is’t for my 
life ^ 29 

Glo. Think'st thou 1 am an executioner ? 
K. Hen. A persecutor T am sure thou art. 
If murdering innocents be executing, 

Why, then thou art an executioner. 

Glo. Thy son I kill’d for his presumption. 
K. Hen. Hadst thou been kill’d when first 
thou didst presume. 35 

Thou hadst not liv’d to kill a son of mine. 
And thus I prophesy, that many a thousand 
Which now mistrust no parcel of my fear. 
And many an old man's sigh, and many a 
widow's, 3'j 

And many an orphan’s water-standing 
eye—“• 

Men for their sons, wives for their hiis- 
band.s. 

Orphans for their parents' timeless death— 
Shall rue the hour that ever thou wast born. 
The owl shriek’d at thy birth—an evil sign ; 
The night-crow cried, a boding luckless 
time; 45 

Dogs howl'd, and hideous tempest shook 
down trees; 

The raven rook’d her on the chimney’s top, 


And chatt'ring pies in dismal discords sung; 
Thy mother felt more than a mother’s pain, 
And yet brought forth less than a mother’s 
hope, so 

To wit, an indigest deformed lump, 

Not like the fruit of such a goodly tree. 
Teeth hadst thou in thy head when thou 
wast born, 

To signify thou cam'st to bite the world ; 
And if the rest be true which 1 have heard. 
Thou cam'st— so 

Glo. I'll hear no more. Die, prophet, in 
thy speech. ISiaf^s him. 

For this, amongst the rest, was 1 ordain’d. 

K. Hen. Ay, and for much more slaughter 
after this. 

O, God forgive my sins and pardon thee! o 

IDies. 

Glo. What, will the aspiring blood of 
Lancaster 

Sink in the ground ? I thought it would 
have mounted. 

Sec how my sword weeps for the poor 
King’s death. 

O, may such purple tears be alway shed 
From those that wish the downfall of our 
house! "ri 

If any spark of life be yet remaining, 
Down, down to hell; and say I sent thee 
thither— [Stabs him again. 

I. that have neither pity, love, nor fear. 
Indeed, 'tis true that Henry told me of; 
For 1 have often heard my mother say :o 
1 came into the world with my legs forward. 
Had I not reason, think ye, to make haste 
And seek their ruin that usurp’d our right ? 
The midwife wonder’d ; and the women 
cried 

‘ O, Jesus bless us, he is born with teeth ! ' 
And so I was, which plainly signified 70 
That I should snarl, and bite, and play the 
dog. 

Then, since the heavens have shap’d rny 
body so. 

Let hell make crook’d my mind to answer it. 
I have no brother, 1 am like no brother ; ''o 
And this word ‘ love which greybeards 
call divine, 

Be resident in men like one another, 

And not in me ! I am myself alone. 
Clarence, beware; thou keep'st me from 
the light. 

But 1 will sort a pitchy day for thee ; 

For 1 will buzz abroad such prophecies 
That Edward shall be fearful of his life ; 
And then to purge his fear, I'll be thy 
death. 

King Henry and the Prince his son are gone. 
Clarence, thy turn is next, and then the 
rest ; 40 

Counting myself but bad till I be best, 
ru throw thy body in another room, 

And triumph, Henry, in thy day of doom, 
[Exii with the body. 
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Scene VII. London. The palace. 

Flourish, Enter King Edward, Queen 
Elizareth, Clarence, Gloucester. 
Hastings, Nurse with the young Prince, 
and Attendants. 

K. Edu\ Once more we sit in England*s 
royal throne, 

Repurchas’d with the blood of enemies. 

What valiant foemen, like to autumn's 
corn, 

Have we mow’d down in tops of all their 
pride ! 

Three Dukes of Somerset, threefold re¬ 
nown'd f. 

For hardy and undoubted champions ; 

Two CUlTords, as the father and the son ; 

And two Northumberlands—two braver 
men 

Ne’er spurr’d their coursers at the trumpet’s 
sound ; 

With them the two brave bears, W'arwick 
and Montague, j' 

That in their chains fetter’d the kingly 
lion 

And made the forest tremble when they 
roar’d. 

Thus have we swept suspicion from our seal 

And made our tootstool of security. 

Come hither, Bess, and let me kiss my 
hoy. 

Young Ned, for thee thine uncles and 
myself 

Have in our armours watch’d the winter’s 
night. 

Went all afoot in summer’s scalding heat. 

That thou might’st repossess the crown in 
peace ; 

And of our labours thou shalt reap the gain. 

Glo. (Aside] I’ll blast his harvest if your 
head were laid ; ; 

For yet I am not look’d on in the world. I 


This shoulder was ordain’d so thick to 
heave; 

And heave it shall some weight or break my 
back. 

Work thou the way—and that shall 
execute. -5 

K. Edw. Clarence and Gloucester, love 
my lovely queen ; 

And kiss your princely nephew, brothers 
both. 

Clar. The duty that I owe unto your 
Majesty 

I seal upon the lips of this sweet babe. 

K. Edtv. Thanks, noble Clarence; worthy 
brother, thanks. ;v) 

Glo, And that I love the tree from whence 
thou sprang’st. 

Witness the loving kiss I give the fruit. 

I Aside! To say the truth, so Judas kiss’d 
his master 

And cried ‘ All hail! ’ w^hen as he meant 
all harm. 

K. Edw. Now am 1 seated as my soul 
delights, 33 

Having my country’s peace and brothers’ 
loves. 

Clar. What will your Grace have done 
with Margaret ? 

Reignier, her father, to the King of F'ranee 

Hath pawn’d the Sicils and Jerusalem, 

And hither have they sent it for her 
ransom. 4- 

K. Edw. Away with her, and waft her 
hence to France. 

And now what rests but that wc spend the 
time 

With stately triumphs, mirthful comic 
shows, 

Such as belits the pleasure of the court ? 

Sound drums and trumpets. F-arewell, sour 
annoy I 45 

For here, 1 hope, begins our lasting joy, 

[ExeunL. 
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The Scene : England. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1 . London. A street. 

Enter Richard, Duke of Gloucester, 
solus. 

Glo. Now is the winter of our discontent 

Made glorious summer by this sun of York ; 

And all the clouds that lour’d upon our 
house 

In the deep bosom of the ocean buried. 

Now are our brows bound with victorious 
wreaths; 5 

Our bruised arms hung up for monuments r 

Our stern alarums chang’d to meny 
meetings, 

Our dreadful marches to delightful meas¬ 
ures. 

Grim-visag’d war hath smooth’d his 
wrinkled front, 

And now, instead of mounting barbed 
steeds 10 

To fright the souls of fearful adversaries. 

He capers nimbly in a lady’s chamber 


To the lascivious pleasing of a lute. 

But 1 —that am not shap'd for sportive 
tricks. 

Nor made to court an amorous looking- 
glass— 15 

I—that am rudely stamp’d, and want love’s 
maje.’>tv 

To strut before a wanton ambling nymph— 
1 —that am curtail’d of this fair proportion, 
Cheated of feature by dissembling nature, 
Deform'd, unfinish’d, sent before my time 
Into this breathing world scarce half made 
up. 21 

And that so lamely and unfashionable 
That dogs bark at me as I halt by liiem— 
Why, 1 , in this weak piping time of peace, 
Have no delight to pass away the time, 25 
Unless to spy my shadow in the sun 
And descant on mine own deformity. 

And therefore, since I cannot prove a lover 
To entertain these fair well-spoken days, 

I am determined to prove a villain so 
And hate the idle pleasures of these days. 
Plots have 1 laid, inductions dangerous, 
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By drunken prophecies. and dreams. 

To set my brother Clarence and the King 
In deadly hate the one against the other; 
And if King Edward be as true and just 3^^ 
As I am subtle, false, and treacherous, 

This day should Clarence closely be mew'd 
up— 

About a prophecy which says that G 
Of Edward's heir» the murderer shall be. 4^ 
e, thoughts, down to my soul. Here 
Clarence comes. 

Enter Clarence, guarded, and 
Brakeniiury. 

Brother, good day. What means this armed 
guard 

That waits upon your Grace ? 

Clar. His Majesty, 

Tend'ring my person's safety, hath ap* 
pointed 

This conduct to convey me to th’ Tower. .\s 

Glo. Upon what cause ^ 

Clar. Because my name is George. 

Glo. Alack, my lord, that fault is none of 
yours : 

He should, for that, commit your god¬ 
fathers. 

O, belike his Majesty hath some intent 
That you should be new-christ'ned in the 
Tower. 5^ 

But what's the matter, Clarence ? May 1 
know ? 

Clar. Yea, Richard, when I know ; for I 
protest 

As yet I do not; but, as I can learn, 

He hearkens after prophecies and dreams, 
And from the cross-row plucks the letter 
G, 55 

And sa> s a wizard told him that by G 
His issue disinherited should be; 

And, tor my name of George begins with G, 
It follows in his thought that I am he. 
These, as I learn, and such like toys as 
these Oo 

Hath mov'd his Highness to commit me 
now. 

Glo. Why, this it is when men are rul’d 
by women: 

'Tis not the King that sends you to the 
Tower ; 

My Lady Grey his wife, Clarence, 'tis she 
That tempers him to this extremity. 65 
Was it not she and that good man of 
worship, 

Antony Woodville, her brother there, 

That made him send Lord Hastings to the 
Tower, 

From whence this present day he is 
delivered ? 69 

We are not safe, Clarence ; we are not safe. 

Clar. By heaven, I think there is no man 
is secure 

But the Queen's kindred, and night-walking 
heralds 


[Act 1 

That trudge betwixt the King and Mistress 
Shore. 

Heard you not what an humble suppliant 
Lord Hastings was, for her delivery ? 75 

Glo. Humbly complaining to her deity 
Got my Lord Chamberlain his liberty. 

I'll tell you what—1 think it is our way, 

If we will keep in favour with the King, 
To be her men and wear her livery : 80 

The jealous o’er-worn widow and herself, 
Since that our brother dubb'd them gentle¬ 
women. 

Are mighty gossips in our monarchy. 

Brak. I beseech your Graces both to 
pardon me : 

His Majesty hath straitly given in charge 85 
That no man shall have private conference, 
Of what degree soever, with your brother. 

Glo. Even so ; an't please your worship, 
Brakenbury, 

You may partake of any thing we say : 

Wc speak no treason, man ; we say the 
King 9 > 

Is w'ise and virtuous, and his noble queen 
Well struck in years, fair, and not jealous ; 
W'e say that Shore’s wife hath a pretty foot, 
A cherry lip, a bonny eye, a passing pleasing 
tongue ; 

And that tJie Queen's kindred are made 
gentlefolks. 95 

How say you. sir ? Can you deny all this ? 

Brak. With this, my lord, myself have 
nought to do. 

Glo. Nought to do with Mistress Shore I 
I tell thee, fellow. 

He that doth r. aught with her, excepting one, 
Were best to do it secretly alone. 100 

Brak. What one, rny lord ? 

Glo. Her husband, knave ! Wouldst thou 
betray me ? 

Brak. I do beseech your Grace to pardon 
me, and withal 

Forbear your conference with the noble 
Duke. 

Clar. We know' thy charge, Brakenbury, 
and will obey. 103 

Glo. We are the Queen’s abjects and must 
obey. 

Brother, farewell; I will unto the King ; 
And whatsoe'er you will employ me in— 
Were it to call King Edward’s widow 
sister— 

1 will perform it to enfranchise you. no 

Meantime, this deep disgrace in brother¬ 
hood 

Touches me deeper than you can imagine. 

Clar. I know it pleaseth neither of us well. 

Glo. Well, your Imprisonment shall not be 
long; 

I will deliver you, or else lie for you. 115 
Meantime, have patience. 

Clar. 1 must perforce. Farewell. 

[Exeunt Clarence, Brakenbtiry, 
and Guard. 
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Scene 1] 

Glo» Go tread the path that thou shalt 
ne'er return. 

Sin^ple, plain Clarence, I do love thee so 
That 1 will shortly send thy soul to heaven, 
If hea ven will take the present at our hands. 
But who comes here ? The new-delivered 
Hastinjrs ? 121 

Enter Lord Hastings. 

Hast Good time of day unto my gracious 
lord I 

Glo, As much unto my good Lord 
Chamberlain ! 

Well are you welcome to the open air. 

How hath your lordship brook’d imprison¬ 
ment ? t2fi 

Hast. With patience, noble lord, as 
prisoners must; 

But 1 shall live, my lord, to give them 
thanks 

That were the cause of my imprisonment. 

Glo. No doubt, no doubt; and so shall 
Clarence too ; 

For they that were your enemies are his. 13“ 
And have prevail'd as much on him as you. 

Hast. More pity that the eagles should be 
mew'd 

Whiles kites and buzzards prey at liberty. 

Gh. What news abroad ? 

Hast. No news so bad abroad as this at 
home: 135 

The King is sickly, weak, and melancholy, 
And his physicians fear him mightily. 

Glo. Now, by Saint John, that news is 
bad indeed. 

O, he hath kept an evil diet long 
And overmuch consum'd his royal person ! 
'Tis very gr e.'ous to be thought upon. 
Where is he ? In his bed ? 

Hast. He is. 

Glo. Go you before, and I will follow you. 

[Exit Hastings. 
He cannot live, 1 hope, and must not die m? 
Till George be pack’d with posthorse up to 
heaven. 

ri) in to urge his hatred more to Clarence 
With lies wtU steel’d with weighty argu¬ 
ments ; 

And, if I fail not in my deep intent, 
Clarence hath not another day to live ; 150 
Which done, God take King Edward to his 
mercy, 

And leave the world for me to bustle in! 
For then I'll marry Warwick's youngest 
daughter. 

What though I kill'd her husband and her 
father ? 

The readiest way to make the wench 
amends i.s? 

1 $ to become her husband and her father ; 
The which will 1 —not all so much for love 
As for another secret close intent 
By marrying her which 1 must reach unto. 
But yet 1 run before :ny horse to market. 


Clarence still breathes ; Edward still lives 
and reigns; 161 

When they are gone, then must I count my 
gains. lExit, 

Scene II. London. Another street. 

Enter the corpse of King Henry the Sixth, 
with Halberds to guard it ; I ady 
Anne being the mourner, attended by 
Tressel and Berkeley. 

Anne. Set down, set down your honour¬ 
able load— 

If honour may be shrouded in a hearse ; 
Whilst I awhile obsequiously lament 
Th' untimely fall of virtuous Lancaster. 
Poor key-cold figure of a holy king ! 5 

Pale ashes ot the house of Lancaster I 
Thou bloodless remnant of that royal 
blood 1 

Be it lawful that I invocate thy ghost 
I'o hear the lamentations of poor Anne, 
Wife to thy Edward, to thy slaughtered 
.son, JO 

Stabb'd by the self-same hand that made 
these wounds. 

Lo, in these windows that let forth thy life 
I pour the helpless balm of my poor eyes. 
Curs’d be the hand that made these fatal 
holes! 

Cursed the heart that had the heart to 
do it I 15 

Cursed the blood that let this blood from 
hence I 

More direful hap betide that hated wretch 
That makes us wretched by the death of 
thee 

T 1 an 1 can wish to adders, spiders, toads. 
Or any creeping venom'd thing that lives! 
If ever he have child, abortive be it, ax 
Prodigious, and untimely brought to light. 
Whose ugly and unnatural aspect 
May fright the hopeful mother at the view. 
And that be heir to his unhappiness 1 25 

If ever he have vvife, let her be made 
M>re m!scrab!e by the deith of him 
Than 1 am made by my young lord and 
thee! 

Come, now towards Chertsey with your 
holy load, 

Taken from Paul's to be interred there; 30 
And still as you are weary of this weight 
Rest you, whiles I lament King Henry’s 
corse. 

[Tlie bearers take up the coffin. 

Enter Gloucester. 

Glo. Stay, you that bear the corse, and 
set it down. 

Anne. What black magician conjures up 
this fiend 

To stop devoted charitable deeds ? 35 

Glo. Villains, set down the corse ; or, by 
Saint Paul, 
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ril make a corse of him that disobeys I 

1 Gent. My lord, stand back, and let the 
coffin pass. 

Glo. UiinumnerM dog! Stand thou, 
when I command. 

Advance thy halberd higher than my 
breast, 4‘ 

Or, by Saint Paul, Til strike thee to my 
foot 

And spurn upon thee, beggar, for thy 
boldness. 

(The Bearers set down the coffin. 

Anne. What, do you tremble ? Are voii 
all afraid ? 

Alas, I blame you not, for you are mortal, 
And mortal eyes cannot endure the devil. 45 
Avaunt, thou dreadful minister of hell! 
Thou hadst but power over his mortal 
body, 

His soul thou canst not have ; therefore, be 
gone. 

Glo. Sweet saint, for charity, be not so 

CU'St. 

Anne. Foul devil, for God’s sake, hence 
and trouble us not; 5 ' 

For thou hast made the happv earth thv 
hell. 

Fill’d it with cursing cries and deep ex¬ 
claims. 

If thou delight to view thy heinous deeds, 
Behold this pattern of thy butcheries. 

O, gentlemen, see, see! Dead Henry’s 
wounds 

Open their congeal'd mouths and bleed 
afre h. 

Blush, blush, thou lump of foul deformity. 
For ’tis thy presence that exhales this blood 
From cold and empty veins where no blood 
d wells; 

Thy deedi inhuman and unnatural <xj 
P rovokes this del jge most unnatural. 

O God, which t lis blood mad’st, revenge 
his death! 

O earth, which this blood drink'st, revenge 
his death ! 

Either, heav'n, with lightning strike the 
murd’rer dead ; 

Or, earth, gape open wide and eat him 
quick. 6*> 

As thou dost swallow up this good king’s 
blood. 

Which his hell-govern’d arm hath 
butchered, 

Glo. Lady, you know no rules of charity. 
Which renders good for bad, blessings for 
curses. 

Anne. Villain, thou knowest nor law of 
God nor man : 70 

No beast so fierce but knows some touch 
of pity. 

Glo. But I know none, and therefore am 
no beast. 

Anne. O wonderful, when devils tell the 
truth! 
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Glo. More wonderful when angels arc so 
angry. 

Vouchsafe, divine perfection of a woman, 75 
Of these supposed crimes to give me leave 
By circumstance but to acquit myself. 

Anne. Vouchsafe, deffus’d infection of a 
man. 

For these known evils but to give me leave 
By circumstance to curse thy cursed self. 

Glo . Fairer than tongue can name thee, 
let me have n 

Some patient leisure to excuse myself. 

Anne. Fouler than heart can think thee, 
thou canst make 

No excuse current but to hang thyself. 

Glo. By such despair I should accuse 
myself. 85 

Anne. And by despairing shalt thou 
stand excused 

For doing worthy vengeance on thyself 
That didst unworthy slaughter upon 
others. 

Glo. Say that I slew them not ? 

Anne. Then say they were not slain. 
But dead they are, and, devilish slave, by 
tiiec. 90 

Glo. I did not kill your husband. 

Anne. Why, then he is alive. 

Glo. Nay, he is dead, and slain by 
Edward’s hands. 

Anne. In thy foul throat thou liest: 
Queen Margaret saw 

Thy murd’rous falchion smoking in his 
blood ; 

The which thou once didst bend against her 
breast, 95 

But that thy brothers beat aside the point. 

Glo. I was provoked by her sland’rous 
tongue 

That laid their guilt upon my guiltless 
shoulders. 

Anne. Thou wast provoked by thy 
bloody mind, . 

That never dream'st on aught but 
butcheries. 100 

Didst thou not kill this king ? 

Glo. I grant ye. 

Anne. Dost grant me, hedgehog ? Then, 
God grant me too 

Thou mayst be damned for that wicked 
deed! 

O, he was gentle, mild, and virtuous 1 

Glo. The better for the King of Heaven, 
that hath him. 105 

Anne. He is in heaven, where thou shalt 
never come. 

Glo. Let him thank me that holp to send 
him thither. 

For he was fitter for that place than earth. 

Anne. And thou unfit for any place but 
hell. 

Glo. Yes, one place else, if you will hear 
me name it. no 

Anne. Some dungeon. 



Scene 2] 

Glo, Your bed-chamber. 

Anne, 111 rest betide the chamber where 
thou liest! 

Glo, So will it, madam, till I lie with you. 

Anne. 1 hope so. 

Glo. 1 know so. But, gentle Lady Anne, 
To leave this keen encounter of our wits, 113 
And fall something into a slower method— 
Is not the causer of the timeless deaths 
Of these Plantagenets, Henry and Edw^ard, 
As blameful as the executioner ? 

Anne. Thou wast the cause and most 
accurs’d effect. 

Glo. Your beauty was the cause of that 
etfect— 

Your beauty that did haunt me in my sleep 
1 o undertake the death of all the world 
So 1 might live one hour in your sweet 
bosom. 

Anne. If 1 thought that, 1 tell thee, 
homicide, 1-3 

These nails should rend that beauty from 
my cheeks. 

Glo. These eyes could not endure that 
beauty's wreck; 

You should not blemish it if I stood by. 
As all the world is cheered by the sun, 

So 1 by that; it is my day, my life. 13 • 

Anne. Black night o’ershade thy day, and 
death thy life! 

Glo. Curse not thyself, fair creature; 
thou art both. 

Anne. I would I were, to be reveng’d on 
thee. 

Glo. It is a quarrel most unnatural. 

To be reveng’d on him that loveth thee. 133 

Anne. It is a quarrel just and reasonable. 
To be reveng’d on him that kill’d my 
husb^tud. 

Glo. He that bereft thee, lady, of thy 
husband 

Did it to help thee to a better husband. 

Anne. His better doth not breathe upon 
the earth. it 

Glo. He lives that loves thee better than 
he could. 

Anne. Name him. 

Glo. Plantagenet. 

Anne. Why, that was he. 

Glo. The self-same name, but one of 
better nature. 

Anne. Where is he ? 

Glo. Here. [Site spits at hint] Why dost 
thou spit at me ? 

Anne. Would it were mortal poison, for 
thy sake! 143 

Glo. Never came poison from so sweet a 
place. 

Anne, Never hung poison on a fouler 
toad. 

Out of my sight! Thou dost infect mine 
eyes. 

Glo. Thine eyes, sweet lady, have in¬ 
fected mine. 
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Anne. Would they were basilisks to 
strike thee dead! 130 

Glo. I would they were, that 1 might die 
at once; 

For now they kill me with a living death. 
Those eyes of thine from mine have drawn 
salt tears, 

Sham’d their aspects with store of childish 
drops— 

These eyes, which never shed remorseful 
tear, 155 

No, when my father York and Edward 
wept 

To hear the piteous moan that Rutland 
made 

When black-fac’d Clifford shook his sword 
at him ; 

Not when thy warlike father, like a child. 
Told the sad story of my father’s death, i<«o 
And twenty times made pause to sob and 
weep 

That all the standers-by had wet their 
cheeks 

Like trees bedash’d with rain—in that sad 
rime 

My manly eyes did scorn an humble tear ; 
And what these sorrows could not thence 
exhale 163 

Thy beauty hath, and made them blind 
with weeping. 

I never sued to friend nor enemy ; 

My tongue could never learn sweet smooth¬ 
ing word ; 

But, now thy beauty is propos'd my fee, 
My proud heart sues, and prompts my 
tongue to speak. tyo 

ISfie looks scornfully at him. 
Teach not thy lip such scorn; for it was 
made 

For kissing, lady, not for such contempt. 

If thy revengeful heart cannot forgive, 

Lo here I lend thee this sharp-pointed 
sword ; 

Which if thou please to hide in this true 
breast 175 

And let the soul forth that adoreth thee, 

I lay it naked to the deadly stroke, 

And humbly beg the death upon my knee. 

[He lays his breast open ; she offers 
at it with his sword. 

Nay, do not pause ; for I did kill King 
Henry— 

But ’twas thy beauty that provoked me. ^ 
Nay, now dispatch ; ’twas 1 that stabb’d 
young Edward— 

But 'twas thy heavenly face that set me on. 

[She falls the sword. 

Take up the sword again, or take up me. 

Anne. Arise, dissembler ; though I wish 
thy death, 

I will not be thy executioner. 183 

Glo. Then bid me kill myself, and I will 
do it. 

Anne, 1 have already. 
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Glo, That was in thy rage. 

Speak it again, and even with the word 
This hand, which for thy love did kill thy 
love. 

Shall for thy love kill a far truer love : to 
T o both their deaths shalt thou be acces¬ 
sary. 

Anui*. 1 would I knew thy heart. 

Glo, 'Tis figur’d in my tongue. 

Awnc. I fear me both are false. 

Glo. Then never was man true. 

Anne. VV^ell, well, put up your sword. 
Glo. Say, then, my peace is made. 

Anne. That shalt thou know hereafter. 
Glo. But shall I live in hope ? 

Anne. All men, 1 hope, live so. 200 

Gff). Vouchsafe to wear this ring. 

Anne. To take is not to give. 

[Puts on the ritif*. 
Glo. Look how' my ring encompasseth 
thy finger, 

Even so thy breast encloseth my poor 
heart; 

Wear both of them, for both of them are 
thine. 205 

And if thy poor devoted servant may 
But beg one favour at thy gracious hand, 
Thou dost confirm his happiness for ever. 
Anne. What is it ? 

Glo. That it may please you leave these 
sad designs 2i<> 

To him that hath most cause to be a 
mourner, 

And presently repair to Crosby House; 
Where—^after I have solemnly interr'd 
At Chertsey monast’ry this noble king. 
And wet his grave with my repentant 
tears— 2J5 

I will with all expedient duty see you. 

For divers unknown reasons, I beseech you. 
Grant me this boon. 

Anne. With all my heart; and much it 
joys me too 

To see you are become so penitent. 22 * 

Tressel and Berkeley, go along with me. 
Glo. Bid me farewell. 

Anne. 'Tis more than you deserve ; 
But since you teach me how to flatter you, 
Imagine I have said farewell already. 

(Exeunt two gentlemen with Lady Anne. 
Glo. Sirs, take up the corse. 

Gent. Towards Chertsey, noble lord ? 
Glo. No, to White Friars ; there attend 
my coming. 226 

[Exeunt all hut Gloucester. 
Was ever woman in this humour woo'd ? 
Was ever woman in this humour won ? 
ru have her ; but 1 will not keep her long. 
What I I that kill’d her husband and his 
father— 2yt 

To take her in her heart's extremest hate, 
With curses in her mouth, tears in her 
eyes. 

The bleeding witness of my hatred by ; 
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Having God, her conscience, and these bars 
against me, 

And I no friends to back my suit at all 235 
But the plain devil and dissembling looks. 
And yet to win her, all the world to nothingl 
Ha! 

Hath she forgot already that brave prince, 
Edward, her lord, whom I, some three 
months since, 2i<) 

Stabb’d in my angry mood at Tewksbury ? 
A sweeter and a lovelier gentleman— 
Fram’d in the prodigality of nature, 
Young, valiant, wise, and no doubt right 
royal— 

The spacious world cannot again afford ; 215 
And will she yet abase her eyes on me. 
That cropp’d the golden prime of this sweet 
prince 

And made her widow to a woeful bed ? 

On me, whose all not equals Edward’s 
moiety ? 219 

On me, that halts and am misshapen thus 7 
My dukedom to a beggarly denier. 

I do mistake my person all this while. 
Upon my life, she finds, although I cannot, 
Myself to be a marv’llous proper man. 

I’ll be at charges for a looking-glass, 255 
And entertain a score or two of tailors 
To study fashions to adorn my body. 
Since 1 am crept in favour with myself, 

1 will maintain it with some little cost. 

But first ril turn yon fellow in his grave, 
And then return lamenting to my love. 2O1 
Shine out, fair sun, till 1 have bought a 
glass, 

That I may see my shadow as I pass. [Exit* 

Scene III. London. The palace. 

Enter Queen Elizabeth, Loro Rivers, 
and Lord Grey. 

Riv. Have patience, madam ; there’s no 
doubt his Majesty 

Will soon recover his accustom’d health. 

Grey. In that you brook it ill, it makes 
him worse; 

Therefore, for God’s sake, entertain good 
comfort, 

And cheer his Grace with quick and merry 
eyes. 5 

Q. EUz. If he were dead, what would 
betide on me 7 

Grey. No other harm but loss of such a 
lord. 

Q. Eliz. The loss of such a lord includes 
all harms. 

Grey. The heavens have bless'd you with 
a goodly son 

To be your comforter when he is gone. 10 

Q. Eliz. Ah, he Is young; and his 
minority 

Is put unto the trust of Richard Glcucester, 
A man that loves not me, nor none of 
you. 
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Rir, 1 $ it concluded he shall be Pro¬ 
tector ? 

Q. FIiz- It is determin’d, not concluded 
yet; js 

But so it must be, if the King miscarry. 

Enter Buckingham and Derby, 

Gi-ey. Here come the Lords of Bucking¬ 
ham and Derby. 

Biuk. Good time of day unto your royal 
Grace ! 

Der. God make your Majesty joyful as 
you have been. 

Q, EUz. The Countess Richmond, good 
my Lord of Derby, 2 • 

To your good prayer will scarcely say 
amen. 

Yet, Derby, notwithstanding she’s your 
wife 

And loves not me, be you, good lord, 
assur’d 

1 hate not you for her proud arrogance. 

Derby. 1 do beseech you, either not 
believe 25 

The cm ions slanders of her false accusers ; 
Or, if she be accus’d on true report. 

Bear with her weakness, which I think pro¬ 
ceeds 

From wayward sickness and no grounded 
malice. 

Q. Eliz. Saw you the King to-day, my 
Lord of Derby ? 

Der. But now he Duke of Buckingham 
and I 

Are come from visiting his Majesty. 

(J. Eliz. What likelihood of his amend¬ 
ment, lords ? 

Buck, Madam, good hope ; his Grace 
speaks cheerfully, 

Q, Eliz, God grant him health ! Did you 
confer with him ? 35 

Buck. Ay, madam ; he desires to make 
atonement 

Between the Duke of Gloucester and your 
brothers. 

And between them and my Lord Chamber- 
lain ; 

And sent to warn them to his royal 
presence. 

Q. Eliz. Would all were well! But that 
wiU never be. 40 

1 fear our happiness is at the height. 

Enter Gloucester, Hastings, and Dorset. 

G/o. They do me wrong, and I will not 
endure it. 

Who is it that complains unto the King 
Tliat I, forsooth, am stern and love them 
not ? 

By holy Paul, they love his Grace but 
lightly 45 

That fill his ears with such dissentious 
rumours. 

Because I cannot flatter and look fair. 


Smile in men’s faces, smooth, deceive, and 
cog. 

Duck with French nods and apish courtesy, 
I must be held a rancorous enemy. 50 
Cannot a plain man live and think no harm 
But thus his simple truth must be abus’d 
With silken, sly, insinuating Jacks ? 

Grey. To who in all this presence speaks 
your Grace ? 

Glo. To thee, that hast nor honesty nor 
grace. 55 

When have 1 injur'd thee ? when done thee 
wrong. 

Or thee, or thee, or any of your faction ? 

A plague upon you all! His royal Grace— 
Whom God preserve better than you would 
wish!— 

Cannot be quiet scarce a breathing while 6 ^ 
But you must trouble him with lewd com¬ 
plaints. 

Q. Eliz. Brother of Gloucester, you mis¬ 
take the matter. 

The King, on his own royal disposition 
And not provok’d by any suitor elsc‘— 
Aiming, belike, at your interior hatred 65 
That in your outward action shows itself 
Against my children, brothers, and my¬ 
self— 

Makes him to send that he may learn the 
ground. 

Glo. 1 cannot tell ; the world is grown so 
bad ?o 

7 ’hat WTens make prey where eagles dare 
not perch. 

Since every Jack became a gentleman, 
There’s many a gentle person made a Jack. 

Q. Eliz, Come, come, we know your 
meaning, brother Gloucester : 

You envy my advancement and my 
friends’; 75 

God grant we never may have need of you I 

Glo. Meantime, God grants that I have 
need of you. 

Our brother is imprison’d by your means, 
Myself disgrac’d, and the nobility 
Held in contempt; w'hile great promotions 
Are daily given to ennoble those 
That scarce some two days since were 
worth a noble. 

Q. Eliz. By Him that rais’d me to this 
careful height 

From that contented hap which 1 enjoy’d, 
I never did incense his Majesty ss 

Against the Duke of Clarence, but have 
been 

An earnest advocate to plead for him. 

My lord, you do me shameful injury 
Falsely to draw me in these vile suspects. 

Glo, You may deny that you were not the 
mean w 

Of my Lord Ha.stings’ late imprisonment. 

Riv. She may, my lord ; for— 

Glo, She may. Lord Rivers ? Why, who 
knows not so ? 
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She may do more, sir, than denying that: 
She may help you to many fair prefer¬ 
ments 95 

And then deny her aiding hand therein. 
And lay those honours on your high desert. 
What may she not ? She may—ay, marry, 
may she— 

Rm What, marry, may she ? 

G/o. What, marry, may she ? Marry 

with a king, lo. 

A bachelor, and a handsome stripling too. 
Iwis your grandam had a worser match. 

Q. lzliz> My Lord of Gloucester, I have 
too long borne 

Your blunt iipbraidings and your bitter 
scod's. 

By heaven, I will acquaint his Majesty 
Of those gross taunts that oft 1 have 

endur’d. 

1 had rather be a country servant-maid 
Than a great queen with this condition— 
To be so baited, scorn’d, and stormed at. 

Enter old Qvues Margaret, behind. 

Small joy have I in being England’s 
Queen. i r 

Q. Mar, And less’ned be that small, God, 
1 beseech Him ! 

Thy honour, state, and seat, is due to me. 

Gio, What! Threat you me with telling 
of the King ? 

Tell him and spare not. Look what 1 have 
said 

I will avouch’t in presence of the King. 115 
I dare adventure to be sent to th' Tow'r. 
'Tis time to speak—my pains are quite 
forgot. 

Q. Mar. Out, devil! I do remember them 
too well: 

Thou kill’dst my husband Henry in the 
Tower, 

And Edward, ray poor son, at Tcwksbur>'. 

Glo, Ere you were queen, ay, or your 
husband king, 

I was a pack-horse in his great affairs, 

A vveeder-out of his proud adversaries, 

A liberal rew^arder of his friends ; 

To royaiize his blood 1 spent mine own. 12s 

Q. Mar. Ay, and much better blood than 
his or thine. 

Glo. In all which time you and your 
husband Grey 

Were factious for the bouse of Lancaster; 
And, Rivers, so were you. Was not your 
husband t29 

In Margaret’s battle at Saint Albans slain .' 
Let me put in your minds, if you forget, 
What you have been ere this, and what you 
are; 

Withal, what 1 have been, and what 1 am. 

Q. Mar. A murd’rous villain, and so still 
thou art. 

Glo. Poor Clarence did forsake his father, 
Warwick, 135 


[Act 1 

Ay, and forswore himself—which Jesu 
pardon!— 

Q, Mar. Which God revenge! 

Glo. To tight on Edward’s party for the 
crown ; 

And for his meed, poor lord, he is mewed up. 
1 would to God my heart were flint like 
Edward’s, i4> 

Or Edward’s soft and pitiful like mine. 

I am too childish-foolish for this world. 

Q. Mar. Hie thee to hell for shame and 
leav^e this world, 

Thou cacodemon ; there thy kingdom is. 

Riv, My Lord of Gloucester, in those busy 
days M5 

Which here you urge to prove us enemies, 
We follow’d then our lord, our sovereign 
king. 

So sh 3uld we you, if you should be our king. 

Glo, If 1 should be! I had rather be a 
pedlar. 

Far be it from my heart, the thought 
thereof! 15* 

Q. Eliz. As little joy, my lord, as you 
suppose 

You should enjoy were you this country’s 
king, 

As little joy you may suppose in me 
That 1 enjoy, being the Queen thereof. 

Q. Mar. A little joy enjoys the Queen 
thereof: 15.5 

For I am she, and altogether joyless. 

1 can no longer hold me patient. 

fAdiaucbi". 

Hear me, you wrangling pirates, that fall 
out 

In sharing that which you have pill’d from 
me. 

Which of you trembles not that looks on 
me ? i<> • 

If not that, I am Queen, you bow like 
subjects. 

Yet that, by you depos'd, you quake like 
rebels ? 

Ah, gentle villain, do not turn away I 

Glo. F'oul wrinkled witch, what mak’st 
thou in my sight ? 

Q. Mar. But repetition of what thou hast 
marr’d, 

That will I make before I let thee go. 

Glo. Wert thou not banished on pain of 
death ? 

Q. Mar. I was ; but I do find more pain 
in banishment 

Than death can yield me here by my 
abode. 

A husband and a son thou ow'st to me ; 170 
And thou a kingdom ; all of you allegiance. 
This sorrow that I have by right is yours ; 
And all the pleasures you usurp are mine. 

Glo. The curse my noble father laid on 
thee, 

When thou didst crown his warlike brows 
with paper 
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And with thy scorns drcw'st rivers from his 
eyes, 

And then to dry them gav^st the Duke a 
clout 

Steep’d in the faultless blood of pretty 
Rutland— 

His curses then from bitterness of soul 
Denounc’d against thee are all fall’n upon 
thee; is 

And God, not we, hath plagu’d thy bloody 
deed. 

Q. Eliz. So Just is God to right the 
innocent. 

Hast. O, 'twas the foulest deed to slay 
that babe, 

And the most merciless that e’er was 
heard of! 

Rh, Tyrants themselves wept when it 
was reported. 

Dor. No man but prophesied revenge for 
it. 

Buck. Northumberland, then present, 

w^*pl^ iN 

Q. Mar. What, were you snarling all 
before I came, 

Ready to catch each other by the throat, 
And turn you all your hatred now on me ? 
Did York’s dread curse prevail so much 
with heaven kji 

That Henry’s death, my lovely Edward’s 
death. 

Their kingdom’s loss, my woeful banish¬ 
ment, 

Should all but answer for that peevish brat? 
Can curses pierce the clouds and enter 
heaven ? 193 

Why then, give way, dull clouds, to my 
quick curses ! 

Though not by war, by surfeit die your 
king, 

As ours by murder, to make him a king ! 
Edward thy son, that now is Prince of 
Wales, 

For Edward our son, that was Prince of 
Wales, 200 

Die in his youth by like untimely violence ! 
Thyself a queen, for me that was a queen. 
Outlive thy glory, like my wretched self! 
Long mayesi: thou live to wail thy children’s 
death, 

And see another, as 1 sec thee now, 2^ 5 
Deck’d in thy rights, as thou art stall’d in 
mine! 

Long die thy happy days before thy death ; 
And, after many Icngth'ned hours of grief. 
Die neither mother, wife, nor England's 
Queen! 

Rivers and Porset, you were slanders by. 
And so w^ast thou, Lord Hastings, when my 
-son 211 

Was stabb’d with bloody daggers. God, I 
pray him, 

That none of you may live his natural age. 
But by some unlook’d accident cut off! 


Glo. Have done thy charm, thou hateful 
wither’d hag. 215 

Q. Mar. And leave out thee ? Stay, dog, 
for thou Shalt hear me. 

If heaven have any grievous plague in store 
Ex'ceeding those that I can wish upon thee, 
O, let them keep it till thy sins be ripe, 
And then burl down their indignation 220 
Or. thee, the troubler of the poor world’s 
peace! 

i'he worm of conscience still be-gnaw thy 
soul! 

Ihy friends suspect for traitors while thou 
liv'st, 

And take deep traitors for thy dearest 
friends I 21H 

No sleep close up that deadly eye of thine, 
Urdess it be w'hile some tormenting dream 
Affrights thee with a hell of ugly devils I 
Fhou elvish-mark’d, abortive, rooting hog, 
Thou that wast seal’d in thy nativity 
The slave of nature and the son of b.ell, ; ;,o 
Thou slander of thy heavy mother’s womb. 
Thou loathed issue of thy father’s loins. 
Thou rag of honour, thou detested— 

Gh. Margaret! 

Q. Mar. Richard ! 

Glo. Ha ? 

0. Mar. 1 call thee not. 

Glo. I cry thee mercy then, for I did 
think 235 

That thou hadst call’d me all these bitter 
names. 

Q. Mar. Why, so I did, but look’d for no 
reply- 

O, let me make the period to my curse! 

Glo. ’Tis done by me, and ends in— 
Margaret. 

Q, Eliz- Ihus have you breath’d your 
curse against yourself. 240 

Q. Mar. Poor paintetl queen, vain flourish 
of my fortune! 

Why strew-'st thou sugar on that bottled 
spider 

Whose deadly w-eb ensnareth thee about ? 
Fool, fool! thou whet'st a knife to kill 
thyself. 

The day will come that thou shalt wish for 
me 245 

To help thee curse this poisonous bunch- 
back’d toad. 

Hast. False-boding w\>man, end thy 
frantic curse, 

Lest to thy harm thou move our patience. 

0- Mar. Foul shame upon you ! you have 
all mov’d mine. 

Riv. Were you well serv’d, you woiild be 
taught your duty. a-.o 

Q. Mar. To serve me well you all should 
do me duty, 

Teach me to be your queen and you my 
subjects. 

O, serve me well, and teach yourselves that 
duty I 
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Dor, Dispute not with her ; she is lunatic. 

Q. Mar, Peace, Master Marquis, you are 
malapsrt; 255 

Your fire-new stamp of honour is scarce 
current. 

O, that your young nobility could judge 
What 'twere to lose it and be miserable ! 
They that stand high have many blasts to 
shake them, 

And if they fall they dash themselves to 
pieces. 21K) 

Glo. Good counsel, marry ; learn it, learn 
it, Marquis. 

Dor. It touches you, my lord, as much 
as me, 

Glo. Ay, and much more ; but 1 was bom 
so high, 

Our aery buildeth in the cedar's top. 

And dallies with the wind, and scorns the 
sun. 26.S 

Q. Mar. And turns the sun to shade— 
alas! alas! 

Witness my son, now in the shade of death, 
Whose bright out-shining beams thy cloudy 
wrath 

Hath in eternal darkness folded up. 

Your aery buildeth in our aery's nest. 

O God that scist it, do not sufier it; 

As it is won with blood, lost be it so ’. 

Buck. Peace, peace, for shame, if not for 
charity 1 

Q. Mar. Urge neither charity nor shame 
to me. 

Uncharitably with me have you dealt, 

And shamefully my hopes by you are 
butcher'd. 

My charity is outrage, life my shame ; 

And in tl at shame still live my sorrow's 
r.ige! 

Buck. Have done, have done. 

Q, Mar. O princely Buckingham, I'll kiss 
thy hand 

In sign of league and amity with thee. 

Now fair befall thee and thy noble house! 
ITiy garments are not spotted with our 
blood. 

Nor thou within the compass of my 
curse. 

Buck. Nor no one here ; for curses never 
pass 285 

The lips of those that breathe them in the 
air. 

Q. Mar. 1 will not think but they ascend 
the sky 

And there awake God's gentle-sleeping 
peace. 

O Buckingham, take heed of yonder dog ! 
Look when he fawns, he bites; and when 
he bites, 290 

His venom tooth will rankle to the death : 
Have not to do with him, beware of him ; 
Sin, death, and hell, have set their marks 
on him. 

And all their ministers attend on him. 

7x0 


[Act 1 

Glo. What doth she say, my lord of 
Buckingham ? 29s 

Buck. Nothing that I respect, my gracious 
lord. 

Q. Mar. What, dost thou scorn me for my 
gentle counsel, 

And soothe the devil that 1 warn thee 
from ? 

O, but remember this another day, 

When he shall split thy very heart with 
sorrow', 300 

And say poor Margaret was a prophetess I 
Live each of you the subjects to his hate, 
And he to yours, and all of you to God’s! 

lExit. 

Buck. My hair doth stand an end to hear 
her curses. 

Rir. And so doth mine. I muse why she’s 
at liberty. 305 

Glo. I cannot blame her ; by God’s holy 
Mother, 

Slie hath had too much wrong ; and I 
repent 

My part thereof that I have done to her. 

Q. Eliz. I never did her any to my 
knowledge. 

Glo. Yet you have all the vantage of her 
wrong. 3*0 

I was too hot to do somebody good 
That is too cold in thinking of it now. 
Marry, as for Clarence, he is well repaid ; 
He is frank’d up to fatting for his pains ; 
God pardon them that are the cause thereof! 

RU', A virtuous and a Christian-likc con¬ 
clusion, 3X<> 

To pray for them that have done scathe 
to us 1 

Glo. So do I ever—(Aside] being well 
advis’d ; 

For had 1 curs’d now, I h?d curs’d myself. 

Enter Catesby. 

Cates. Madam, his Majesty doth call for 
you, 320 

And for your Grace, and you, my gra¬ 
cious lords. 

Q. B/it. Catesby, 1 come. Lords, will you 
go with me ? 

Riv. We wait upon your Grace. 

[BxcMnl all but Gloucester. 

Glo. I do the wrong, and first begin to 
brawl. 

The secret mischiefs that I set abroach 325 
I lay unto the grievous charge of others. 
Clarence, who I indeed have cast in dark¬ 
ness, 

I do beweep to many simple gulls j 
Namely, to Derby, Hastings, Buckingham ; 
And tell them 'tis the Queen and her 
allies 

That stir the King against the Duke my 
brother. 331 

Now they believe it, and withal whet me 
To be reveng’d on Rivers, Dorset, Grey ; 
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Scene 3] 

But then I sigh and, with a piece of 
Scripture, 334 

Tell them that God bids us do good for evil. 
And thus I clothe my naked villainy 
With odd old ends stol’n forth of holy writ, 
And seem a saint when most 1 play the 
devil. 

Enter two Murderers. 

But, soft, here come my executioners, 

How now, my hardy stout resolved mates ! 
Are you now going to dispatch this thing ? 

1 Murd. We are, my lord, and come to 
have the warrant, 

That we may be admitted where he is. 

Glo. Well thought upon ; I have it here 
about me. fGrves the warrant. 
When you have done, repair to Crosby 
Place. 345 

But, sirs, be sudden in the execution. 
Withal obdurate, do not hear him plead ; 
For Clarence is well-spoken, and perhaps 
May move your hearts to pity, if you mark 
him. 

1 Mwrd. Tut, tut, my lord, we will not 
stand to prate ; 3*>o 

Talkers are no good doers. Be assur'd 
We go to use our hands and not our 
tongues. 

Glo. Your eyes drop millstones when 
fools’ eyes fall tears. 

I like you, lads; about your business 
straight; 35*> 

Go, go, dispatch. 

1 Murd. We will, my noble lord. 

(Eyeiini. 

Scene IV. London. The Tower. 

Enter Clarence and Keeper. 

Keep. Why looks your Grace so heavily 
to-day ? 

Clar. O, I have pass’d a miserable night. 
So full of fearful dreams, of ugly sights. 
That, as 1 am a Christian faithful man, 

1 would not spend another such a night 5 
Though ’twere to buy a world of happy 
days— 

So full of dismal terror was the time ! 

Keep. What was your dream, my lord ? 1 
pray you tell me. 

Clar. Methoughts that 1 had broken from 
the Tower 

And was embark’d to cross to Burgundy; to 
And in my company my brother Gloucester, 
Who from my cabin tempted me to walk 
Upon the hatches. Thence we look’d 
toward England, 

And cited up a thousand heavy times, 
During the wars of York and Lancaster, 45 
That had befalPn us. As we pac’d along 
Upon the giddy footing of the hatches, 
Methought that Gloucester stumbled, and i 
in falling i 


Struck me, that thought to stay him, over¬ 
board 

Into the tumbling billows of the main, .jo 
O Lord, methought what pain it was to 
drown, 

What dreadful noise of waters in my ears, 
What sights of ugly death within my eyes! 
Methoughts I saw a thousand fearful 
wrecks, 

A thousand men that fishes gnaw’d upon. 
Wedges of gold, great anchors, heaps of 
pearl, ^6 

Inestimable stones, unvalued jewels, 

All scatt’red in the bottom of the s jh ; 
Some lay in dead men's skulls, and in the 
holes 

Where eyes did once inhabit there were 
crept, 3* 

As 'twere in scorn of eyes, reflecting gems, 
That woo'd the slimy bottom of the deep 
And mock'd the dead bones that lay 
scatt'rcd by. 

Keep. Had you such leisure in the time 
of death 

To gaze upon these secrets of the deep ? 35 
Clar. Methought I had ; and often did I 
strive 

To yield the ghost, but still the envious 
flood 

Stopp'd in my soul and would not let it 
forth 

To find the empty, vast, and wand'ring 
air; 

But smother’d it within my panting bulk, 
Who almost burst to belch it in the sea. 44 
Keep. Awak'd you not in this sore agony? 
Clar. No, no, my dream was lengthen’d 
after life. 

O, then began the tempest to my soul! 

I pass'd, methought, the melancholy-flood 
With that sour ferryman which poets 
write cf, 46 

Unto the kingdom of perpetual night. 

The first that there did greet my stranger 
soul 

Was my great father-in-law, renowned 
Warwick, 

Who spake aloud ‘ What scourge for per¬ 
jury so 

Can this dark monarchy afford false 
Clarence ? ' 

And so he vanish’d. Then came wand'ring 
by 

A shadow like an angel, with bright hair 
Dabbled in blood, and he shriek’d out 
aloud 

‘ Clarence is come—false, fleeting, perjur’d 
Clarence, 55 

That stabb'd me in the field by Tewksbury. 
Seize on him, Furies, take him unto 
torment I ’ 

With that, methoughts, a legion of foul 
fiends 

Environ’d me, and howled in mine ears 
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Such hideous cries that, with the very 
noise, to 

I trembling wak’d, and for a season after 
Could not believe but that I was in hell, 
Such terrible impression made my dream. 

Keep. No marvel, lord, though it 
affrighted you ; 

I am afraid, methinks, to hear you tell it. 

Clar. Ah, Keeper, Keeper, I have done 
these things 

That now give evidence against my soul 
For Edward’s sake, and see how he requites 
me! 

O God ! If my deep prayers cannot appease 
Thee, 

But TTiou wilt be aveng’d on my misdeeds. 
Yet execute Thy wrath in me alone ; 

O, spare my guiltless wife and my poor 
children ! 

Keeper, I prithee sit by me awhile; 

My soul is heavy, and I fain would sleep. 

Keep. 1 w^ill, my lord. God give your 
Grace good rest. [Clarence sleeps. 

Enter Brakenbury the Lieuierumt. 

Brak. Sorrow breaks seasons and repos¬ 
ing hours, 7t 

Makes the night morning and the noontide 
night. 

Princes have but their titles for their 
glories, 

An outward honour for an inward toil; 
And for iinfelt imaginations to 

They often feel a world of restless cares, 

So that between their titles and low name 
There's nothing differs but the outward 
fame. 

Enter the two Murderers. 

1 Murd, Ho 1 who’s here ? 

Brak. What wouldst thou, fellow, and 
how cam’st thou hither ? 

1 Murd. I w'oiild speak with Clarence, and 
I came hither on my legs. 

Brak. What, so brief ? 

2 Mvrd. 'Tis better, sir, than to be 

tedious. Let him see our commission and 
talk no more. [Brakenbury reads it. 

Brak. I am, in this, commanded to 
deliver 

The noble Duke of Clarence to your hands. 

I will not reason what is meant hereby. 
Because I will he guiltless from the mean¬ 
ing. 

There lies the Duke asleep ; and there the 
keys. 95 

I’ll to the king and signify to him 
That thus I have resign’d to you my 
charge. 

1 Murd. You may, sir; 'tis a point of 
wisdom. Fare you well. 

[Exeunt Brakenbury and Keeper. 

2 Murd. What, shall I stab him as be 

sleeps ? loo 

712 


[Act 1 

1 Murd. No; he’ll say 'tw’as done 
cowardly, when he wakes. 

2 Murd. Why, he shall never wake until 
the great judgment-day. 

1 Murd. Why, then he'll say we stabb’d 

him sleeping. loo 

2 Murd. The urging of that word judg¬ 
ment hath bred a kind of remorse in me. 

1 Murd. What, art thou afraid ? 

2 Murd. Not to kill him. having a 
w’arrant; but to be damn’d for killing him, 
from the wiiich no warrant can defend me. 

1 Murd. 1 thought thou hadst been 

resolute. 1^3 

2 Murd. So I am, to let him live. 

1 Murd. I’ll back to the Duke of 
Gloucester and tell him so. 

2 Murd. Nay, I prithee, stay a little. I 
hope this passionate humour of mine will 
change ; it was' wont to hold me but while 
one tells twenty. 

1 Murd. How dost thou feel thyself now ? 

2 Murd. Faith, some certain dregs of 
conscience are yet within me. 

1 Murd. Remember our reward, when 
the deed's done. 

2 Murd. Zounds, he dies ; 1 had forgot 
the reward. 

1 Murd. Where’s thy conscience now ? 

2 Murd. O, in the Duke of Gloucester's 

purse I J27 

1 Murd. When he opens his purse to give 
us our reward, thy conscience flies out. 

2 Murd. 'Tis no matter; let it go; there’s 

few or none will entertain it. 131 

1 Murd. What if it come to thee again ? 

2 Murd. ril not meddle with it—it makes 
a man a coward : a man cannot steal, but 
it accuseth him ; a man cannot swear, but 
it checks him ; a man cannot lie with his 
neighbour’s wife, but it detects him. 'Tis 
a blushing shamefac’d spirit that mutinies 
in a man’s bosom ; it fills a man full of 
obstacles : it made me once restore a purse 
of gold that—by chance I found. It beggars 
any man that keeps it. It is turn’d out of 
towns and cities for a dangerous thing : and 
every man that means to live well en¬ 
deavours to trust to himself and live with¬ 
out it. 

1 Murd. Zounds, 'tis even now at my 

elbow, persuading me not to kill the 
Duke. 144 

2 Murd. Take the devil in thy mind and 
believe him not; he would insinuate with 
thee but to make thee sigh. 

1 Murd. I am strong-fram’d ; he cannot 

prevail with me. 14H 

2 Murd. Spoke like a tall man that 
respects thy reputation. Come, shall we 
fall to work ? 

1 Murd. Take him on the costard with 
the hilts of thy sword, and then chop him 
in the malmsey-butt in the next room. 153 
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Scene 4] 

2 Muni. O excellent device ! and make a 
sop of him. 

1 Murd. Soft! he wakes, 

2 Mttrd. Strike ! 155 

1 Murd. No, we'll reason with him. 

Clar, Where art thou, Keeper ? Give me 

a cup of wine. 

2 Murd. You shall have wine enough, my 

lord, anon. 

Clur. In God’s name, what art thou ? 

1 Murd, A man, as you arc. ifi 

Clar. But not as 1 am, royal, 

2 Murd. Nor you as we are, loyal. 

Clar, Thy voice is thunder, but thy looks 
are luimble. 

1 Murd, My voice is now the King's, my 

looks mine own. 

Clar, How darkly and how deadly dost 
thou speak! i' :. 

Your eyes do menace me. Why look you 
pale ? 

Who sent you hither ? Wherefore do you 
come ? 

2 Murd. To, to, to— 

Clar. 1 o murder me ? 

Both Mtird, Ay, ay. i;u 

Clar, You scarcely have the hearts to tcli 
me so, 

And therefore cannot have the hearts to 
do it. 

Wherein, my friends, have I offended you ? 

1 Murd, Offended us you have not, but 

the King. J7i 

Clar, 1 shall be reconcil’d to him again. 

2 Murd. Never, my lord ; therefore pre¬ 

pare to die. 

Clar, Are you drawn forth among a world 
of men 

To slay the innocent ? What is my off ence ? 
Where is the evidence that doth accuse me? 
What lawful quest have given their verdict 

up V'O 

Unto the frowning Judge, or who pro¬ 
nounc'd 

The bitter sentence of poor Clarence' 
death ? 

Before I be convict by course of law. 

To threaten me with death is most un¬ 
lawful. 

1 charge you, as you hope to have re¬ 
demption 1 H 5 

By Christ's dear blood shed for our 
grievous sins, 

That you depart and lay no hands on me. 
The deed you undertake is damnable. 

1 Murd. What we will do, we do upon 

command. 

2 Murd. And he that hath commanded 

is our king, 

Clar. Erroneous vassals ! the great King 
of kings 

Hath in the tables of his law commanded 
That thou shalt do no murder. Will you 
then 


Spurn at his edict and fulfil a man's ? 
Take heed ; for he holds vengeance in his 
hand 195 

To hurl upon their heads that break his 
law. 

2 Murd, And that same vengeance doth 
he hurl on thee 

For false forswearing, and for murder too : 
Thou didst receive the sacrament to fight 
In quarrel of the house of Lancaster, 

1 Murd, And like a traitor to the name 

of God 

Didst break that vow; and with thy 
treacherous blade 

Unripp’dst the bowels of thy sov'reign’s 
son. 

2 Murd, Whom thou wast sworn to 

cherish and defend. 

1 Murd. How canst thou urge God’s 
dreadful law to us, ."05 

When thou hast broke it in such dear 
degree ? 

Clar. Alas ! for whose sake did 1 that ill 
deed ? 

For Edward, for my brother, for his sake. 
He sends you not to murder me for this, 

For in that sin he is as deep as I. 

If God will be avenged for the deed, 

O, know you yet He doth it publicly. 
Take not the quarrel from His pow'rfiil 
arm; 

He needs no indirect or lawless course .^25 
To cut off that have offended Him. 

1 Murd. W ho made thee then a bloody 
minister 

When gallant-springing brave Plantagenet, 
That princely novice, w'as struck dead by 
thee ? 

Clar. My brother’s love, the devil, and 
my rage. --o 

1 Murd. Thy brother's love, our duty, 

and thy faults. 

Provoke us hither now to slaughter thee, 
Clar. If you do love my brother, hate not 
me; 

I am his brother, and I love him well. 

If you are hir’d for meed, go back again, 2^5 
And I will send you to my brother 
Gloucester, 

Who shall reward you better for my life 
Than Edward will for tidings of my death. 

2 Murd. Y’^ou are deceiv'd : your brother 

Gloucester hates you. 

Clar, O, no, he loves me, and he holds 
me dear, 230 

Go you to him from me. 

1 Murd. Ay, so we will. 

Clar, Tell him when that our princely 
father York 

Blcss’d his three sons with his victorious 
arm 

And charg'd us from his soul to love each 
other, 234 

He little thought of this divided friendship. 
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Bid Gloucester think of this, and he wili 
weep. 

1 Miird. Ay, millstones ; as he lesson’d 
us to weep, 

Clar, O, do not slander him, for he is 
kind. 

1 Murd. Right, as snow in harvest. Come 
you deceive yourself: 

'Tis he that sends us to destroy you here. 
Clar. It cannot be; for he bewept my 
fortune 

And hugg'd me in his arms, and swore 
with sobs 

That he would labour my delivery. 

1 Murd, Why, so he doth, when he 

delivers you 24 

From this earth’s thraldom to the joys of 
heaven. 

2 Murd. Make peace with God, for you 

must die, my lord. 

Clar. Have you that holy feeling in your 
souls 

To counsel me to make my peace with God, 
And are you yet to your own souls so 
blind 

That you will war with God by murd‘ring 
me ? 

O, sirs, consider : they that set you on 
To do this deed will hate you for the deed. 
2 Murd. What shall we do ? 

Clar. Relent, and save your souls. 

1 Murd. Relent I No, 'tis cowardly and 

womanish. 255 

Clar. Not to relent is beastly, savage, 
devilish. 

Which of you, if you W'ere a prince's son. 
Being pent from liberty as 1 am now. 

If two such murderers as yourselves came 
to you, 

Would not entreat for life ? 

My friend, 1 spy some pity in thy looks ; 

O, if thine eye be not a flatterer, 

Come thou oh my side and entreat for me— 
As you would beg were you in my distress. 
A begging prince what beggar pities not ? 

2 Murd. Look behind you, my lord. 

1 Murd. [Stolihing fiiml Take that, and 

that. If all this will not do, 

I’ll drown you in the malmsey-butt w'ithin. 

lExii with the body. 

2 Murd. A bloody deed, and desperately 

dispatch'd ! 

How fain, like Pilate, would I wash my 
hands -70 

Of this most grievous murder 1 

Re-enter First Murderer. 

1 Murd. How now, what mean's! thou 

that thou help's! me not ? 

By heavens, the Duke shall know how slack 
you have been I 

2 Murd. I would he knew that 1 had 

sav'd his brother ! 27 ? 

Take thou the fee, and tell him what I say 1 

7M 


[Act 2 

For I repent me that the Duke is slain. 

fExd. 

1 Murd, So do not I. Go, coward as thou 
art. 

Well, I’ll go hide the body in some hole, 
Till that the Duke give order for his burial: 
And when I have my meed, I will away ; 2 h<, 
For this will out, and then I must not stay. 

[Exit. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. London. The palace. 

Flourish. Enter Kmc Edward sick, 

Queen Elizabeth, Dorset, Rivers, 

Hastings, Buckingham, Grey, and 

Ot tiers. 

K. Edw. Why, so. Now have I done a 
good day’s work. 

You peers, continue this united league. 

I every day expect an embassage 
From my Redeemer to redeem me hence ; 
And more at peace my soul shall part to 
heaven, 5 

Since I have made my friends at peace on 
earth. 

Hastings and Rivers, take each other’s 
hand ; 

Dissemble not your hatred, swear your love. 

Riv, By heaven, my soul is purg’d from 
grudging hate; 

And with my hand I seal my true heart’s 
love. 10 

Hast. So thrive I, as 1 truly swear the 
like! 

K. Edw. Take heed you dally not before 
your king; 

Lest He that is the supreme King of kings 
Confound your hidden falsehood and award 
Either of you to be the other’s end. 15 

Hast. So prosper I, as I swear perfect 
love! 

Riv. And I, as 1 love Hastings with my 
heart 1 

K. Edw. Madam, yourself is not exempt 
from this; 

Nor you, son Dorset; Buckingham, nor 
you : 

You have been factious one against the 
other. " 20 

Wife, love Lord Hastings, let him kiss your 
hand; 

And what you do, do it unfeignedly. 

Q. Eliz. There, Hastings ; 1 will never 
more remember 

Our former hatred, so thrive I and mine! 

K. Edw. Dorset, embrace him ; Hastings, 
love Lord Marquis. 25 

Dor. This interchange of love, I here 
protest. 

Upon my part shall be inviolable. 

Hast. And so swear I. [They embrace. 
K. Edw. Now, princely Buckingham, seal 
thou this league 
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Scene 1] 


With thy embracements to my wife's allies. 
And make me happy in your unity. 3 » 
Buck, [To the Queen] Whenever Bucking¬ 
ham doth turn his hate 
Upon your Grace, but with all duteous love 
Doth cherish you and yours, God punish me 
With hate in those where 1 expect most 
love! 3 *^ 

When I have most need to employ a frfend 
And most assured that he is a friend. 
Deep, hollow, treacherous, and full of guile, 
Be he unto me ! This do I beg of God 
When I am cold in love to you or yours, 

[Thev embrace, 
K, Edw, A pleasing cordial, princely 
Buckingham, 

Is this thy vow unto my sickly heart. 
There wanteth now our brother Gloucester 
here 

To make the blessed period of this peace. 

Buck, And, in good time. 

Here comes Sir Hichard Patcliff and tlie 
Duke. 45 

Enter GLOUciiSTiiR, and Hatcuff. 

Clio. Ciood morrow to my sovereign king 
and queen ; 

And, princely peers, a happy time of day I 
K, Edw, Happy, indeed, as we have spent 
the day. 

Gloucester, we have done deeds of charity, 
Made peace of enmity, fair love of hate, 
Between these swelling wrong-incensed 
peers. 

Clio. A blessed labour, my most sovcie gn 
lord. 

Among this princely heap, if any here. 

By false intelligence or wrong surmise. 
Hold me a foe— 

If I unwittingly, or in my rage. 

Have aught committed that is hardly borne 
To any in this presence, 1 desire 
To reconcile me to his friendly peace : 

'Tis death to me to be at enmity ; (-o 

1 hate it, and desire all good men’s love. 
First, madam, I entreat true peace of you, 
Which 1 will purchase with my duteous 
service; 

Of you, my noble cousin Buckingham, ^»4 
if ever any grudge were lodg’d between us ; 
Of you, and you, Lord Rivers, and of 
Dorset, 

That all without desert have frown’d on 
me; 

Of you, Lord Woodvillc, and. Lord Scales, 
of you; 

Dukes, earls, lords, gentlemen—indeed, of 
all. 

I do not know that Englishman alive 
With whom my soul is any jot at odds 
Ivlore than the infant that is born to-night. 
1 thank my God for my humility. 

Q. Eliz, A holy day shall this be kept 
hereafter. 


I would to God all strifes were well com¬ 
pounded. 

My sovereign lord, 1 do beseech your 
Highness 75 

To take our brother Clarence to your grace. 

Glo, Why, madam, have I off’red love for 
this. 

To be so flouted in this royal presence ? 
Who knows not that the gentle Duke is 
dead ? [They all start. 

You do him injury to scorn his corse. «<> 

K. Edw, Who knows not he is dead ! 
Who knows he is ? 

Q. Eliz, All-seeing heaven, what a world 
is this! 

Buck. Look I so pale. Lord Dorset, as 
the rest ? 

Dor, Ay, my good lord ; and no man in 
the presence 54 

But bis red colour hath forsook his checks. 

K. Edw. Is Clarence dead ? The order 
was revers’d. 

Glo. But he, poor man, by your first 
order died. 

And that a winged Mercury did bear ; 
Some tardy cripple bare the countermand 
That came too lag to see him buried. 

God grant that some, less noble and less 
loyal, 

Nearer in bloody thoughts, an not in blood, 
Deserve not worse than w retched Clarence 
did, 

And yet go current from suspicion I 
Enter Derby. 

Der. A boon, my sovereign, for my 
service done ! ‘)5 

K. Edw, 1 prithee, peace ; my soul is full 
of sorrow. 

Der, 1 will not rise unless your Highness 
hear me. 

K, Edw. Then say at once what is it thou 
requests. 

Der. The forfeit, sovereign, of my 
servant’s life; 

Who slew to-day a riotous gentleman 
Lately attendant on the Duke of Norfolk. 

K. Edw. Have I a tongue to doom my 
brother’s death, 

And shall that tongue give pardon to a 
slave ? 

My brother kill’d no man—his fault was 
thought. 

And yet his punishment was bitter death. 
Who sued to me for him ? Who, in my 
wrath, io(. 

Kneel’d at my feet, and bid me be advis’d ? 
Who spoke of brotherhood ? Who spoke 
of love ? 

Who told me how the poor soul did forsake 
The mighty Warwick and did fight for 
me ? 

Who told me, in the field at Tewksbury 
When Oxford had me down, he rescued me 
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And said * Dear Brother, live, and be a 
king ’ ? 113 

Who told me, when wc both lay in the field 
Frozen almost to death, how he did lap me 
Even in his garments, and did give himself. 
All thin and naked, to the numb cold 
night ? 

All this from my remembrance brutish 
wrath 

Sinfully pluck'd, and not a man of you 319 
Had so much grace to put it in my mind. 
But when your carters or your waiting- 
vassals 

Have done a drunken slaughter and defac'd 
The precious image of our dear Redeemer, 
You straight are on your knees for pardon, 
pardon; 

And I, unjustly too, must grant it you. i :■> 

[Derby rises. 

But for my brother not a man would speak ; 
Nor I, ungracious, speak unto myself 
For him, poor soul. The proudest of you all 
Have been beholding to him in his life; 
Yet none of you would once beg for his life. 
O God, I fear thy justice will take hold 133 
On me, and you, and mine, and yours, for 
this ! 

Come, Hastings, help me to my closet. Ah, 
poor Clarence 1 

\Exeunt soyne with King and Queen. 

Glo, This is the fruits of rashness. 
Mark'd you not 

How' that the guilty kindred of the Queen 
Look'd pale when they did hear of Clarence' 
death 1 

O, they did urge it still unto the King ! 
God will revenge it. Come, lords, will you 
go 

To comfort Edward with our comp.my ? 

Buck, We wait upon your Grace. 34 *' 

[Exetmh 

ScKNE 11. London, The palace. 

Enter the old Duchess of York, with the 
Son and Daughter of Clarence, 

Son, Good grandam, tell us, is our father 
dead ? 

Duch, No, boy. 

Daugh, Why do you weep so oft, and beat 
your breast, 

And cr>^ ‘ O Clarence, my unhappy son!' ? 

Son. Why do you look on us, and shake 
your head, 5 

And call us orphans, wretches, castaways. 
If that our noble father were alive ? 

Duch. My pretty cousins, you mistake 
me both; 

I do lament the sickness of the King, 9 
As loath to lose him, not your father’s 
death ; 

It were lost sorrow to wail one that's lost. 

Son, Then you conclude, my grandam, 
he is dead. 


[Act 2 

The King mine uncle is to blame for it. 
God will revenge it; whom 1 wiU im¬ 
portune 

With earnest prayers all to that effect. 15 

Daugh. And so will I. 

Duch. Peace, children, peace ! The King 
doth love you well. 

Incapable and shallow innocents, 

You cannot guess who caus'd your father's 
death. 

Son. Grandam, we can; for my good 
uncle Gloucester 

Told me the King, provok'd to it by the 
Queen, 

Devis'd impeachments to imprison him. 
And when my uncle told me so, he wept. 
And pitied me, and kindly kiss'd my check ; 
Bade me rely on him as on my father, 

And he would love me dearly as a child. 

Duch. Ah, that deceit should steal such 
gentle shape. 

And witn a virtuous vizor hide deep vice ! 
He is my son ; ay. and therein my shame ; 
Yet from my dugs he drew not this deceit. 

Son, Think you my uncle did dissemble, 
grandam ? 33 

Duch. Ay, boy. 

Son, I cannot think it. Hark ! what noise 
is this ? 

Enter Queen Elizabeth, with her hair 

about her ears ; Rivers and Dorset 

after her, 

Q, BliZ‘ Ah, who shall hinder me to wail 
and weep, 31 

To chide my fortune, and torment myself ? 
I'll join with black despair against my soul 
And to myself become an enemy. 

Duch, What means this scene of rude 
impatience ? 

Q, Eliz- 1 o make an act of tragic violence. 
Edward, my lord, thy son, our king, is dead. 
Why grow the branches when the root is 
gone ? 4 3 

Why wither not the leaves that want their 
sap ? 

If you will live, lament; if die, be brief. 
That our swift-winged souls may catch the 
King’s, 

Or like obedient subjects follow him 4 =; 

To his new kingdom of ne'er-changing 

night. 

Duch, Ah, so much interest have I in 
thy sorrow 

As I had title in thy noble husband ! 

I have be wept a worthy husband's death, 
And liv’d with looking on his images ; 30 

But now two mirrors of his princely 
semblance 

Are crack’d in pieces by malignant death, 
And I for comfort have but one false glass, 
That grieves me when I see my shame in 
him. 

Thou art a widow, yet thou art a mother 35 
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Scene 2] 


And hast the comfort of thy children left; 

But death hath snatch'd my husband from 
mine arms 

And pluck’d two crutches from my feeble 
hands— 

Clarence and Edward. O, what cause 
have I— 

Thine being but a moiety of my moan— »><• 

To overgo thy woes and drown thy cries ? 

SoK. Ah, aunt, you wept not for our 
father’s death ! 


Of the young prince your son. Send straight 
for him; 

Let him be crown’d ; in him your comfort 
lives. 

Drown desperate sorrow in dead Edward's 
grave. 

And plant your joys in living Edward’s 
throne. loo 

Enter GLOUCiiSTKR, Buckingham, Derby, 
Hastings, and Ratcliff. 


How can we aid you with our kindred tears? 

Dau^h, Our fatherless distress was left 
iinmoan’d ; 

Your vvidow*dolour likewise be unwept! ('■< 

Q. EUz. Give me no help in lamentation ; 

1 am not barren to bring forth complaints. 

All springs reduce their currents to mine 
eyes 

That I, being govern’d by the watery moon. 

May send forth plenteous tears to drown 
the w’orld ! 7 ' 

Ah for my husband, for my dear Lord 
Edward ! 

Chil. Ah for our father, for our dear Lord 
Clarence I 

Ducii. Alas for both, both mine, Edward 
and Clarence I 

Q. Eh;. What stay had I but Edward ? 
and he’s gone. 

Chit. What stay had wc but Clarence ? 
and he’s gone. 

Duch. What stays had I but they ? and 
they arc gone. 

Q. Bliz- Was never widow had so dear a 
loss. 

Chil Were never orphans had so dear a 
loss. 

Dtich, Was never mother had so dear a 
loss. 

Alas, 1 am the mother of these griefs ! 

Their woes are parccll’d, mine is general. 

Slie for an Edward weeps, and so do I; 

I for a Clarence weep, so doth not she. 

These babes for Clarence weep, and so do I : 

I for an Edward weep, so do not they, 

Alas, you three on me, threefold distress’d. 

Pour all your tearsI am your sorrow’s 
nurse. 

And 1 will pamper it with lamentation. 

Dor. Comfort, dear mother. God is much 
di'jpleas'd 

That you take with unthankfulncss his 
doing. 9 ’ 

In common worldly things ’tis call’d un¬ 
grateful 

With dull unwillingness to repay a debt 

Which with a bounteous hand was kindly 
lent; 

Much more to be thus opposite with 
heaven. 

For it requires the royal debt it lent you. os 

Riv. Madam, bethink you, like a careful 
mother. 


Glo. Sister, have comfort. All of us have 
cause 

To wail the dimming of our shining star ; 
But none can help our harms by winding 
them. 

Madam, my mother, 1 do cry you mercy ; 
I did not see your Grace. Humbly on my 
knee 105 

I crave your blessing. 

Duch, God bless thee ; and put meekness 
in thy breast, 

Love, charity, obedience, and true duty! 

Glo. Amen I lAsiJi’j And make me die a 
good old man ! lor, 

That is the buT end of a mother’s blessing ; 
I marvel that her Grace did leave it out. 

Buck. You cloudy princes and heart- 
sorrowing peers, 

That bear this heavy mutual load of moan. 
Now cheer each other in each other’s love. 
Though we have spent our harvest of tliis 
king, 115 

We are to reap the harvest of his son. 

The broken rancour of your higli-swol’n 
hearts, 

But lately splinter’d, knit, and join’d to¬ 
gether, 

Must gently be preserv’d, cherish’d, and 
kept. 

Me seemeth good that, with some little 
train, i-o 

Forthwith from Ludlow the young prince 
he fet 

Hither to London, to be crown’d our King. 

Riv. Why with some little train, my Lord 
of Buckingham ? 

Buck. Marry, my lord, lest by a multitude 
The new-heai’d wound of malice should 
break out, 125 

Which would be so much the more 
dangerous 

By how much the estate is green and yet 
ungovern’d; 

Where every horse bears his commanding 
rein 

And may direct his course as please 
himself, 

As w'ell the fear of harm as harm apparent, 
In my opinion, ought to be prevented. 

Glo. I hope the King made peace with all 
of us ; 

And the compact is firm and true in me. 

Rir. And so in me ; and so, I think, in all. 
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Yet, since it is but green, it should be put 
To no apparent likelihood of breach, 136 
Which haply by much company might be 
urg’d; 

Therefore I say with noble Buckingham 
That it is meet so few should fetch the 
Prince. 

Hast. And so say I. 140 

Glo. Then be it so; and go we to 
determine 

Who they shall be that straight shall post 
to Ludlow. 

Madam, and you, my sister, will you go 
l o give your censures in this business ? 
[ExcmwI all but Buckingham and Gloucester. 
Buck. My lord, whoever journeys to the 
Prince, 

For God sake, let not us two stay at home ; 
For by the way I’ll sort occasion, 

As index to the story we late talk’d of. 

To part the Queen’s proud kindred from the 
Prince. > 50 

Glo. My other self, my counsel’s con¬ 
sistory. 

My oracle, my prophet, my dear cousin. 

I, as a child, will go by thy direction. 
Toward Ludlow then, for we’ll not stay 
behind. [JExeioil. 

Scene 111. London. A street. 

Enter one Citizen at one door, and another 
at the other. 

1 CU. Good morrow, neighbour. Whither 

away so fast ? 

2 at. I promise you, 1 scarcely know 

myself. 

Hear you the news abroad ? 

1 at. Yes, that the King is dead. 

2 at. Ill news, by'r lady ; seldom comes 

the better. 

1 fear, I fear ’twill prove a giddy world, .s 
Enter another Citizen. 

3 Cil, Neighbours, God speed ( 

1 at. Give you good morrow, sir. 

3 at. Doth the news hold of good King 

Edward’s death ? 

2 at. Ay, sir, it is too true; God help 

the while! i 

3 at. Then, masters, look to see a 

troublous world. i 

1 at. No, no ; by God’s good grace, hisj 

son shall reign. loj 

3 at. Woe to that land that’s govern'd 
by a child. 

2 at. In him there is a hope of govern¬ 

ment. 

Which, in his nonage, council under him. 
And, in his full and ripened years, himself. 
No doubt, shall then, and till then, govern 
weU. 15 

1 at. So stood the state when Henry the' 
Sixth 


[Act 2 

Was crown'd in Paris but at nine months 
old. 

3 at. stood the state so ? No, no, good 
friends, God wot; 

For then this land was famously enrich’d 
With politic grave counsel: then the King 
Had virtuous uncles to protect his Grace. 21 
1 at. Why, so hath this, both by his 
father and mother. 

3 at. Better it were they all came by his 
father, 

Or by his father there were none at all; 
For emulation who shall now be nearest 25 
Will touch us all too near, if God prevent 
not. 

O, full of danger is the Duke of Gloucester! 
And the Queen’s sons and brothers haught 
and proud; 

And were they to be rul'd, and not to 
rule, 

This sickly land might solace as before. 30 

1 at. Come, come, we fear the worst; all 

will be well. 

3 Cil. When clouds arc seen, wise men 
put on their cloaks; 

When great leaves fall, then winter is at 
hand ; 

When the sun sets, who doth not look for 
night ? 

Untimely storms make men expect a 
dearth. 3.) 

All may be well; but, if God sort it so, 

Tis more than we deserve or 1 expect. 

2 at. Truly, the hearts of men are full 

of fear. 

You cannot reason almost with a man 
That looks not heavily and full of dread. 40 

3 at. Before the days of change, still is 

it so ; 

By a divine instinct men's minds mistrust 
Ensuing danger; as by proof we see 
The water swell before a boist'rous storm. 
But leave it all to God. Whither away ? 43 

2 at. Marry, we were sent for to the 

justices. 

3 at. And so was I; I'll bear you 

company. (Exeuiif. 

Scene IV. London. The palace. 

Enter the Archbishop of York, the young 
Duke of York, Queen Elizabeth, and 
the Duchess of York. 

Arch. Last night, I hear, they lay at 
Stony Stratford, 

And at Northampton they do rest to-night; 
To-morrow or next day they will be here. 
Duck. 1 long with all my heart to see the 
Prince. 

1 hope he is much grown since last 1 saw 
him. 5 

Q. Elk* But I hear no ; they say my son 
of York 

Has almost overta'en him in his growth. 
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York, Ay, mother : but I would not have 
it so. 

Diich. Why, my good cousin, it is good 
to grow. 

York, Grandam, one night as we did sit 
at supper, jo 

My uncle Rivers talk'd how 1 did grow 

More than my brother. ' Ay,’ quoth my 
uncle Gloucester 

‘ Small herbs have grace : great weeds do 
grow apace.' 

And since, methinks, 1 would not grow so 
fast. 

Because sweet flow'rs arc slow and weeds 
make haste. 

Dtick, Good faith, good faith, the saying 
did not hold 

In him that did object the same to thee. 

He was the wretched'st thing w'hen he w^as 
young. 

So long a-growing and so leisurely 

I’hat, if his rule were true, he should be 
gracious. .o 

Arcli. And so no doubt he is, my gracious 
madam. 

Duck, I hope he is ; but yet let mothers 
doubt. 

York. Now, by my troth, if I had been 
rememb'red, 

1 could have given my uncle’s Grace a flout 

To touch his growth nearer than he touch'd 
mine. s 

Ducli. How', my young York ? I prithee 
let me hear it. 

York, Marr^, they say my uncle grew so 
fast 

That he could gnaw a crust at two hours 
old. 

’ Twas full two years ere I could get a tooth. 

Grandam, this would have been a biting 
jest. 3<> 

Dock, 1 prithee, pretty York, who told 
thee this ? 

York. Grandam, his nurse. 

Duch, His nurse ! Why she was dead ere 
thou wast born. 

York, If 'twerc not she, I cannot tell who 
told me. 

Q. Eliz» A parlous boy I Go to, you are 
too shrewd. 3.*^ 

Arch, Good madam, be not angry with 
the child. 

Q. Eliz, Pitchers have ears. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Arch, Here comes a messenger. What 
news ? 

Mess. Such news, my lord, as grieves me 
to report. 

Q. Eliz, How doth the Prince ? 

Mess. Well, madam, and in health. 

Ihich, What is thy news ? 4* 

Mess. Lord Rivers and Lord Grey 

Are sent to Pomfret. and with them 


Sir Thomas Vaughan, prisoners. 

Duch, Who hath committed them ? 

Mess. The mighty Dukes, 

Gloucester and Buckingham. 

Arcft. For what offence ? 4 3 

Me.ss. The sum of all I can, I have 
disclos’d. 

Why or for what the nobles were committed 
Is all unknown to me, my gracious lord. 

Q. Eliz, Ay me, 1 see the ruin of my 
house I 4'> 

The tiger now hath seiz'd the gentle hind ; 
Insulting tyranny begins to jet 
Upon the innocent and aweless throne. 
Welcome,destruction, blood, and massacre! 
I see, as in a map, the end of all. 

Duch, Accursed and unquiet wrangling 
days, 33 

How many of you have mine eyes beheld ! 
My husband lost his life to get the crown ; 
And often up and down my sons were 
toss’d 

For me to joy and weep their gain and loss ; 
And being seated, and domestic broils < o 
Clean over-blown, themselves the con¬ 
querors 

Make war upon themselves—brother to 
brother, 

Blood to blood, self again.st self. O, pre¬ 
posterous 

And frantic outrage, end thy damned 
spleen, 

Or let me die, to look on death no more! 

Q. Eliz, Come, come, my boy; we will 
to sanctuary. 

Madam, farewell. 

Duch, Stay, I will go with you. 

Q. Eliz. You have no cause. 

Arch. [To the Queen] My gracious lady, go. 
And thither bear your treasure and your 
goods. 

For my part. I’ll resign unto your Grace ro 
The seal 1 keep ; and so betide to me 
As well I tender you and all of yours ! 

Go, I'll conduct you to the sanctuary. 

[Bxetinf. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. London, A street. 

The trumpets sound. Enter the Prince oe 
Wales, Gloucester. Buckingham, 
Catesby, Cardinal Bourchier, and 
Others. 

Buck. Welcome, sweet Prince, to London, 
to your chamber. 

Glo. Welcome, dear cousin, my thoughts' 
sovereign. 

The weary way hath made you melancholy. 
Prince, No, uncle ; but our crosses on the 
way 

Have made it tedious, wearisome, and 
heavy. s 
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I want more uncles here to welcome me. 

Glo, Sweet Prince, the untainted virtue 
of your years 

Hath not yet div'd into the world's deceit; 
Nor more can you distinguish of a man 
Than of his outward show; which, God He 
knows, lo 

Seldom or never jumpeth with the heart. 
Those uncles which you want were 
dangerous ; 

Your Grace attended to their sugTed 
words 

But look’d not on the poison of their hearts. 
God keep you from them and from such 
false friends ! 15 

Prince. God keep me from false friends! 
but they were none. 

Glo. My lord, tlie Mayor of London comes 
to greet you. 

Enter iJie Lord Mayor and his Train. 

May. God bless your Grace with Iiealth 
and happy days ! 

Prince, I thank you, good my lord, and 
thank you all. 

I thought my mother and my brother 
York ro 

Would long ere this have met us on the 
way. 

Fie, what a slug is Hastings, that he comes 
not 

To tell us whether they will come or no ! 

Enter Lord Hasting.s. 

Buck. And, in good time, here comes the 
sweating lord. 

Prince. Welcome, my lord. What, will 
our mother come ? 

Hash On what occasion, God He knows, 
not I, 

The Queen your mother and your brother 
York 

Have taken sanctuary. The tender Prince 
Would fain have come with me to meet 
your Grace, ro 

But by his mother was perforce withheld. 

Buck. Fie, w^hat an indirect and peevish 
course 

Is this of hers ? Lord Cardinal, will your 
Grace 

Persuade the Queen to send the Duke of 
York 

Unto his princely brother presently ? 

If she deny. Lord Hastings, go with him 33 
And from her jealous arms pluck him 
perforce. 

Card. My Lord of Buckingham, if my 
weak oratory 

Can from his mother win the Duke of York, 
Anon expect him here; but if she be 
obdurate 

To mild entreaties, God in heaven forbid io 
We should infringe the holy privilege 
Of blessed sanctuary ! Not for all this land 
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[Act 3 

Would I be guilty of so deep a sin. 

Buck. You are too senseless-obstinate, my 
lord. 

Too ceremonious and traditional. 45 

Weigh it but with the grossness of this age, 
You break not sanctuary in seizing him. 
The benefit thereof is always granted 
To those whose dealings have deserv’d the 
place 

And those who have the wit to claim the 
place. 50 

This Prince hath neither claim’d it nor 
deserv'd it, 

And therefore, in mine opinion, cannot 
have it. 

Then, taking him from thence that is not 
there, 

You break no privilege nor charter there. 
Oft have 1 heard of sanctuary men ; 55 

But sanctuary children never till now\ 

Card. My lord, you shall overrule my 
mind for once. 

Come on. Lord Hastings, will you go with 
me ? 

Hast. I go, my lord. 

Prince. Good lords, make all the speedy 
haste you may. (o 

fExeunt Cardinal and Hastini^s. 
Say, uncle Gloucester, if our brother come, 
Where shall we sojourn till our coronation ? 

Glo. Where it seems best unto your royal 
self. 

If I may counsel you, some day or two 
Your Highness shall repose you at the 
Tower, 

Then where you please and shall be thought 
most fit 

For your best health and recreation. 

Prince. I do not like the Tower, of any 
place. 

Did Julius Caesar build that place, my lord ? 

Glo. He did, my gracious lord, begin that 
place, 70 

Which, since, succeeding ages have re- 
edified. 

Prince. Is it upon record, or else reported 
Successively from age to age, he built it ? 

Buck. Upon record, my gracious lord. 

Prince. But say, my lord, it w^ere not 
regist'red, 75 

Methinks the truth should live from age to 
age. 

As ’twere retail’d to all posterity. 

Even to the general all-ending day. 

Glo. [Aside] So wise so young, they say, do 
never live long. 

Prince. What say you, uncle ? 80 

Glo. I say, without characters, fame lives 
long. 

[Aside] Thus, like the formal vice, Iniquity, 
I moralize two meanings in one word. 

Prince. That Julius Ca'sar was a famous 
man; 

With what his valour did enrich his wit, 85 



Scene 1] 

His wit set down to make his valour live. 

Death makes no conquest of this conqueror; 

For now he lives in fame, though not in life. 

ril tell you what, my cousin Buckingham— 

Buck. What, my gracious lord ? 

Prince. An if 1 live until I be a man, 

ri! win our ancient right in France again. 

Or die a soldier as I liv’d a king. 

Glo. [Aside] Short summers liglitly have a 
forward spring. 

Enter young York, Hastings, and the 
Cardinal. 

Buck. Now, in good time, here comes the 
Duke of York. os 

Prince. Richard of York, how fares our 
loving brother ? 

York. Well my dread lord ; so must 1 
call you now. 

Prime. Ay brother, to our grief, as it is 
yours. 

Too late he died that might have kept that 
title, 09 

Which by his death hath lost much majesty. 

Glo. How fares our cousin, noble Lord of 
York? 

York. 1 thank you, gentle uncle. O, my 
lord. 

You said that idle weeds are fast in grow'th. 

The Prince my brother hath outgrown me 
far. 

Glo. He hath, my lord. 

York. And therefore is he idle? i <>5 

Glo. O, my fair cousin, 1 must not say so. 

York. Then he is more beholding to you 
than 1 . 

Glo. He may command me as my 
sovereign ; 

But you have powder in me as in a kinsman. 

York. I pray you, uncle, give me this 
dagger, no 

Glo. My dagger, little cousin ? With all 
my heart! 

Prince. A beggar, brother ? 

York. Of my kind uncle, that I know 
will give. 

And being but a toy, which is no grief to 
give. 

Glo. A greater gift than that I’ll give my 
cousin. 115 

York. A greater gift 1 O, that’s the 
sword to it! 

Glo. Ay, gentle cousin, were it light 
enough. 

York. Op then, I see you will part but 
with light gifts: 

In weightier things you’ll say a beggar niy. 

Glo. It is too heavy for your Grace to 
wear. 

York. I weigh it lightly, were it heavier. 

Glo. What, would you have my weapon, 
little lord ? 

York. I would, that I might thank you as 
you call me. 
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Glo. How ? 

York. Little. 

Prince. My Lord of York will still be 
cross in talk. 

Uncle, your Grace knows how to bear with 
him. 

York. You mean, to bear me, not to tear 
with me. 

Uncle, my brother mocks both you and me ; 
Because that I am little, like an ape, 13 * 
He thinks that you should bear me on youi 
shoulders. 

Buck. With what a sharp-provided wit he 
reasons I 

To mitigate the scorn he gives his uncle 
He prettily and aptly taimts himself. 

So cunning and so young is wonderful, 

Glo. My lord, will t please you pass 
along ? 

Myself and my good cousin Buckingham 
Will to your mother, to entreat of her 
To meet you at the Tower and v^elcome 
you. 

York. W’^hat, will you go unto the Tower, 
my lord ? 1.^0 

Prince. My Lord Protector needs will 
have it so. 

York. I shall not sleep in quiet at the 
Tower. 

Glo. Why, what should you fear ? 

York. Marry, my uncle Clarence’ angry 
ghost. 

My grandam told me he was murder’d 
there. 14 ^ 

Prince. I fear no uncles dead. 

Glo. Nor none that live, I hope. 

Prince. An if they live, I hope I need not 
fear. 

But come, my lord ; with a heavy heart. 
Thinking on them, go 1 unto the Tower, i^o 
[A serinet. Exeunt all but Gloucesicrp 
Buckingham-p and Catesby. 

Buck. Think you, my lord, this little 
prating York 

Was not incensed by’^ his subtle mother 
To taunt and scorn you thus opprobriously? 

Glo. No doubt, no doubt. O, ’tis a 
perilous boy ; 15 + 

Bold, quick, ingenious, forward, capable. 
He is all the mother’s, from the top to 
toe. 

Buck. Well, let them rest. Come hither, 
Catesby. 

Thou art sworn as deeply to effect what we 
intend 

As closely to conceal what we impart. 
Thou know’st our reasons urg’d upon the 
way. 10(1 

What think’st thou ? Is it not an easy 
matter 

To make William Lord Hastings of our 
mind. 

For the instalment of this noble Duke 
In the seat royal of this famous isle ? 
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Cate. He for his father's sake so loves the 
Prince ^^*5 

That he will not be won to aught against 
him. 

Buck. What think’st thou then of 
Stanley ? Will not he ? 

Cate. He will do all in all as Hastings 
doth. 

Buck. Well then, no more but this : go. 
gentle Catesby, 

And, as it were far off, sound thou Lord 
Hastings 

How he doth stand affected to our purpose ; 
And summon him to-morrow to the Tower. 
To sit about the coronation. 

If thou dost find him tractable to us. 
Encourage him, and tell him all our 
reasons; t. 

If he be leaden, icy, cold, unwilling, 

Be thou so too, and so break off the talk. 
And give us notice of his inclination ; 

For we to-n:o:row hold divided councils, 
Wherein thyself shalt highly be employ'd. 

Glo. Commend me to Lord William. Tel» 
him, Catesby, 

His ancient knot of dangerous adversaric^^^ 
To-morrow are let blood at Pomfret Castle ' 
And bid my lord, for joy of this good news, 
Give Mistress Shore one gentle kiss the 
more. 

Buck. Good Catesby, go effect this busi¬ 
ness soundly. 

Cate. My good lords both, with all the 
heed I can. 

Qh. Shall we hear from you, Catesby, ere 
we sleep ? 

Cate. You shall, my lord. !««• 

Glo. At Crosby House, there shall you. 
find us both. (Exit Catesby. 

Buck. Now, my lord, what shall we do if 
we perceive 

Lord Hastings will not yield to our com- 
plots ? 

Glo. Chop off his head—something we will 
determine. 

And, look when 1 am King, claim thou of 
me 

The earldom of Hereford and all the 
movables lys 

Whereof the King my brother was possess’d. 

Buck. I'll claim that promise at your 
Grace’s hand, 

Gh. And look to have it yielded with all 
kindness. 

Come, let us sup betimes, that afterwards 
We may digest our complots in some form. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. Before Lard Hastings' house. 
Enter a Messenger to the door of Hastings. 

Mess. My lord, my lord ! [Knocking.: 

Hast. [Within] Who knocks ? 

Mess. One from the Lord Stanley. 


[Act 3 

Hast. [Within] What is’t o’clock ? 

Mess. Upon the stroke of four. 5 

Enter Lord Hastings. 

Hast. Cannot my Lord Stanley sleep 
these tedious nights ? 

Mess. So it appears by that I have to say. 
First, he commends him to your noble self. 

Hast. What then ? 

Mess. Then certifies your lordship that 
this night lo 

He dreamt the boar had razed off his helm. 
Besides, he says there are two councils 
kept, 

And that may be determin’d at the one 
Which may make you and him to rue at th* 
other. 

Therefore he sends to know your lordship’s 
pleasure— 15 

If you will presently take horse with him 
And with all speed post with him toward 
the north 

To shun the danger that his soul divines. 

Hast. Go, fellow, go, return unto thy 
lord ; 

Bid him not fear the separated council : o 
His honour and myself are at the one. 

And at the other is my good friend Catesby; 
Where nothing can proceed that toiu h?th 
us 

Whereof I shall not have intelligence. 

Tell him his fears are shallow, without 
instance; 25 

And for his dreams, I wonder he's so simple 
To trust the mock'ry of unquiet slumbers. 
To fly the boar before the hoar pursues 
Were to incense the boar to follow us 
And make pursuit where he did mean no 
chase. 

Go, bid thy master rise and come to me ; 
And we will both together to the Tower, 
Where, he shall see, the boar will use us 
kindly. 

Mess. I'll go, my lord, and tell him what 
you say. [Exif. 

Enter Catesby. 

Cate. Many good morrows to my noble 
lord ! 35 

Hast. Good morrow, Catesby; you are 
early stirring. 

What news, what news, in this our tott'ring 
state ? 

Cate. It is a reeling world indeed, my 
lord ; 

And I believe will never stand upright 30 
Till Richard wear the garland of the realm. 

Hasf. How, wear the garland 1 Dost thou 
mean the crown ? 

Cafe. Ay, my good lord. 

Hast, ril have this crown of mine cut 
from my shoulders 

Before I’ll see the crown so foul misplac’d. 
But canst thou guess that he doth aim at it ? 
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Scene 2] 

Caie, Ay, on my life ; and hopes to find 
you forward 4 f> 

Upon his party for the g:ain thereof; 

And thereupon he sends you this good 
news, 

That this sime very day your enemies. 

The kindred of the Queen, must die at 
Pomfret. s** 

Hast, Indeed, I am no mourner for that 
news, 

Because they have been still my adver- 
saric i ; 

But that ril give my voice on Richard's 
side 

To bar my master’s heirs in true descent, 
God knows 1 will not do it to the death, 

Caic, Gc<:l keep your lordship in that 
gracious mind ! 

Hast. But I shall laugh at this a twelve 
month hence. 

That they which brought me in my master's 
hate, 

I live to look upon their tragedy. 

Weil, Catesby, ere a fortnight make me 
older, <H) 

I'll send some packing that yet think not 
on’t. 

Cate. 'Tis a vile thing to die, my gracious 
lord, 

When men are unprepar'd and Icok not 
for it. ^ .1 

Hast, O monstrous, monstrous ! And so 
falls it out 

With Rivers, Vaughan, Grey ; and so 'twill 
do 

With some men else that think themselves 
as safe 

As thou and I, who, as thou kno\^ec>t, arc 
dear (o 

To princely Richard and to Buckingham. 

Cate. The Princes both make high account 
of you— 

[AsSidc] For they account his head upon the 
bridge. 

Hast, 1 know they do, and 1 have well 
deserv’d it. 

Enter Lord Stanley. 

Come on, come on ; where is your boar- 
spear, man ? 7 i 

Fear you the boar, and go so unprovided ?, 

Stan, My lord, good morrow *, good 
morrow, Catesby. 

You may jest on, but, by the holy rood, 

1 do not like these several councils, 1. 

Hast, My lord, I hold my life as dear as 
yours, Ho 

And never in my days, I do protest. 

Was it so precious to me as 'tls now. 

Tiiink you, but that I know our state 
secure, 

I would be 80 triumphant as 1 am ? 

Stan. The lords at Pomfret, when they, 
rode from London, 


Were jocund and suppos'd their states were 
sure. 

And they indeed had no cause to mistrust; 
But yet you see how soon the day o’ercast. 
This sudden stab of rancour 1 misdoubt; 
Pray God, I say, 1 prove a needless coward. 
What, shall we toward the Tower ? The 
day is spent. 

Hast, Come, come, have with you. Wot 
you what, my lord ? 

To-day the lords you talk’d of are beheaded. 

Sian. They, for their truth, might better 
wear their heads 

Than some that have accus’d them wear 
their hats. ys 

But come, my lord, let's away. 

Enter Hastings, a pursuivant. 

Hast. Go on before ,* I’ll talk with this 
good fellow. 

[J&'xeimf Stanley and Catfsiy. 
How now, Hastings ! How goes the world 
with thee ? 

Purs, The better that your lordship please 
to ask. 

Hast. I tell thee, man, 'tis better with me 
now 

Ihan when thou met'st me last where now 
wc meet: 

Then was I going prisoner to the Tower 
By the suggestion of the Queen's allies ; 
But now, 1 tell thee—keep it to thyself— 
rh»s day those enemies are put to death, h j 
A nd I in better state than e'er I w as. 

Purs, God hold it, to your honour’s goi»d 
content! 

Hast, Gramercy, Hastings ; there, driirk 
that for me. [T/irotes him his purse. 

Purs. I thank your honour. IHxd. 

Enter a Priest. 

Pr, Well met, my lord ; lam glad to see 
your honour. no 

Hast. 1 thank thee, good Sir John, with 
all my heart. 

I am in your debt for your lavSt exercise ; 
Come the next Sabbath, ard 1 will content 
you. [He whispers in his ear, 

Pr. ril wait upon your lordship. 

Enter Buckingham. 

Buck. What, talking with a priest, Lord 
Chamberlain I 

Your friends at Pomfret, they do need the 
priest: *15 

Your honour hath no shriving work in 
hand. 

Hast, Good faith, and when I met this 
hcly man. 

The men you talk of came into my mind. 
What, go you toward the ToAver ? 

Buck, I do, my lord, but long I cannot 
stay there; go 

I shall return before your lordship thence. 
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Hast, Nay, like enough, for I stay dinner 
there. 

Buck, [Aside! And supper too, although 
thou knowest it not.— 

Come, will you go ? 

Hast, rU wait upon your lordship. 

[Jb’xeimt. 

SccNii 111. Pomfrel Castle, 

Enter Sir Richard Ratcliff, with Hal¬ 
berds, carrying the Nobles, Rivers, Grey, 
and Vaughan, to death, 

Riv, Sir Richnrd Ratcliff, let me tell thee 
this: 

To-day shalt thou behold a subject die 
For truth, tor duty, and for loyalty. 

Grey, God bless the Prince from all the 
pack of you I ^ 

A knot you are of damned blood-suckers. 
Vaugh. You live that shall cry woe for 
this hereafter. 

Rat, Despatch ; the limit of your lives 
is out. 

Riv, O Pomfret, Pomfret I O thou Moody 
prison, 

Fatal and ominous to noble peers 1 j - 
W'ithin the guilty closure of thy walls 
Richard the Second here was hack’d to 
death: 

And, for more slander to thy dismal seat, 
We give to thee our guiltless blood to drirk 
Grey. Now Margaret’s curse is fall’n upon 
our heads, cs 

When she exclaim’d on Hastings, you, and 

1 , 

For standing by when Richard stabb’d her 
son. 

Riv, I’hen curs’d she Richard, then curs’d 
she Buckingham, 

Then curs’d she Hastings. O, remember, 
God, 

To hear her prayer for them, as now for us ! 
And for my sister, and her princely sons, 
he satisfied, dear God, with our true blood. 
Which, as thou know’st, unjustly must be 
spilt. 

Rat, Make haste; the hour of death is 
expiate. 

Rie. Come, Grey ; come, Vaughan ; let 
us here embrace. 

Farewell, until we meet again in heaven, 

[Exeunt, 

Scene IV. London, The Tower, 

Enter Buckingham, Derby, Hastings, 
the Bishop of Ely, Ratcliff, Lovel, 
with Others and seat themselves at a table. 

Hast, Now, noble peers, the cause w'hy 
we are met 

Is to determine of the coronation. 

In God’s name speak—when is the royal 
day ? i 


[Act 3 

Buck. Is all things ready for the royal 
time ? 

Der, It is. and w'ants but nomination. 5 

Ely, To-morrow then 1 judge a l appy 
day. 

Buck. Who knows the Lord Protector’s 
mind herein ? 

Who is most inward with the noble Duke ? 

Ely. Your Grace, we think, should 
soonest know his mind. ic 

Buck. We know each other’s faces ; for 
our hearts. 

He knows no more of mine than 1 of yours ; 
Or I of his, my lord, than you of mine. 
Lord Hastings, you and he are near in love. 

Hast 1 thank his Grace, 1 know he loves 
me well; ^ 5 

Bat for his purpose in the coronation 
I have not sounded him, nor he deliver’d 
His gracious pleasure any way therein. 
But you, my honourable lords, may name 
the time ; ’ '■> 

And in the Duke’s behalf I’ll give my voice, 
Which, I presume, he’ll take in gentle part. 

Enter Gloucester. 

Ely. In happy time, here comes the Duke 
himself. 

Glo. My noble lords and cousins all, 
good morrow, 

I have been long a sleeper, but I trust 
My absence doth neglect no great design . 
Which by my presence might have bt?en 
concluded. 

Buck. Had you not come upon your cue, 
my lord, 

William Lord Hastings had pronounc’d 
your part— 

I mean, your voice for crowning of the 
King. 

Glo. Than my Lord Hastings no man 
might be bolder; 3'' 

His lordship knows me well and loves me 
well. 

My lord of F,ly, when I was last in Holborn 
I saw good strawberries in your garden 
there. 

I do beseech you send for some of them. 3 , 

Ely. Marry and will, my lord, with all my 
heart. [Exit. 

Glo. Cousin of Buckingham, a word with 
you. [Takes him aside. 

Catesby hath sounded Hastings in our 
business. 

And finds the testy gentleman so hot 30 
That he will lose his head ere give consent 
His master’s child, as worshipfully he 
terms it, 

Shall Jose the royalty of England's throne. 

Buck, Withdraw yourself awhile ; I'll go 
with you. 

[Exeunt Gloucester and Buckingham, 

Der, We have not yet set down this day 
of triumph. 44 
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&ene 4] 

To-morrow, in my judgment, is too sudden; 
For I myself am not so well provided 
As else I would be, were the day prolong'd. 

Re-enier the Bishop of Ely. 

Ely, Where is ray lord the Duke of 
Gloucester ? 

1 have sent for these strawberries. 

Hast, His Grace looks cheerfully and 
smooth this morning ; ‘5' 

There’s some conceit or other likes him weli 
When that he bids good morrow with such 
spirit, 

1 think there’s never a man in Christendom 
Can lesser hitlc his love or hate than he; 
For by his face straight shall you know his 
heart. r>s 

Per. V\ hat of his heart perceive you in 
his face 

By any livelihood he show’d to-day ? 

Hast, Marry, tl)at with no man here he 
is offended ; 

For, w’cre he, he had shown it in his looks^ 

Re-eukr Glouclsthr and Buckingham. 

Glo. 1 pray you all, tell me what they 
deserve (>i 

That do conspire my death with devilish 
plots 

Of damned witchcraft, and that have 
prevail’d 

Upon my bodv with their hellish charms ? 

Hast. I he tender love 1 bear your Grace, 
my lord, (>5 

Makes me most forward in this princely 
presence 

To doom th’ olTonders, whosoe’er they be. 
I say, rny lord, they have deserved death. 

Glo, Then be your eyes the witness of 
their evil. 

Look how I am bcw^itch’d ; behold, mine 
arm 70 

Is like a blasted sapling wither’d up. 

And this is Edward’s wife, that rrsoastrous 
witch, 

Consorted with that harlot strumpet Shore, 
That by their witchcraft thus have markeu 
me. 

Hast. If they have done this deed, my 
noble lord— 7 .s 

Glo. If ?—thou protector of this damned 
strumpet, 

Talk’st thou to me of ifs ? Thou art a 
traitor. 

Otf with his head ! Now by Saint Paul I 
swear 

I will not dine until I sec the same. 

Lovel and RatcIiiT, look that it be done. 

The rest that love me, rise and follow me. 

(Exeunt all but Hastinijs^ Lovell, 
and Ratcliff, 

Hast, Woe, woe, for England ! not a whit 
for me; 

For 1, too fond, might have prevented this. 


Stanley did dream the boar did raze our 
helms. 

And I did scorn it and disdain to fly. 85 
Three times to-day ray foot-cloth horse did 
stumble, 

And started when he look’d upon the 
Tower, 

As loath to bear me to the slaughter-house. 
G, now I need the priest that spake to me [ 
I now repent I told the pursuivant, 

As too triumphing, liow mine enemies 
To-day at Pomfret bloodily were butcher’d. 
And 1 myrclf secure in grace and fa\ our. 

O Margaret, Margaret, now thy heavy curse 
Is lighted on poor Hastings’ wretched head I 
Rat, Come, come, dispatch ; the Duke 
would be at dinner. '. 0 

Make a short shrift; he longs to see your 
head. 

Hast. O momentary grace of mortal men. 
Which wc more hunt for than the grace of 
(yod ! 

Who builds his hope in air of your good 
looks 100 

Lives like a drunken sailor on a mast. 
Heady with every nod to tumble down 
Into the fatal bowels of the deep. 

Lot, Come, come, dispatch ; ’tis bootless 
to exclaim. 

Hast, O bloody Richard I Miserable 
England! 105 

I prophesy the fearfuirst time to thee 
That ever wretched age hath look’d upon. 
Come, lead me to the block ; bear him my 
head. 

They smile at me who shortly shall be dead. 

lExeimt. 

Scene V. London. The Tower-ivalls, 

Enter Gloucester and Buckingham in 
rotten armour, marvellous ill-favoured. 

GUf, Come, cousin, carist thou quake and 
change thy colour, 

Murder thy breath in middle of a word, 
And then again begin, and stop again, 

As if thou were distraught and mad with 
terror ? 

Buck. Tut, I can counterfeit the deep 
tragedian; 5 

Speak and look back, and pry on every side, 
Tremble and start at wagging of a straw, 
Intending deep suspicion. Ghastlv looks 
Arc at my service, like enforced smiles ; 
And both are ready in their offices to 

At any time to grace ray stratagems. 

But what, is Catesby gone ? 

Glo. He is ; and, sec, he brings the mayor 
along. 

Enter the Lord Mayor and Catesby. 

Buck, Lord Mayor— 

G!o. Look to the drawbridge there 1 15 

Buck, Hark I a drum. 


725 



KING MCHARD THE THIRD 


Glo, Catesby, o’erlook the walls. 

Buck. Lord Mayor, the reason we have 
sent— 

Glo, Look back, defend thee ; here arc 
enemies. 

Buck. God and our innocence defend and 
guard us ! 

Enter Lovell and Ratcliff, with Hast¬ 
ings* head. 

Glo. Be patient; they are friends— 
Ratcliff and Lovel. 

Lot'. Here is the head of that ignoble 
traitor, 

The dangerous and unsuspected Hastings. 

Glo. So dear 1 lov'd the man that 1 must 
weep. 

I took him for the plainest harmless 
creature 

That breath’d upon the earth a Christian ; 
Made him my book, wherein my soul 
recorded 

The history of all her secret thoughts. 

So smooth he daub’d his vice with show of 
virtue 

That, his apparent open guilt omitted, 3‘^ 
I mean his conversation with Shore’s 
wife— 

He liv’d from all attainder of suspects. 

Buck. Well, well, he was the covert’st 
shelt'red traitor 
That ever liv’d. 

Would you imagine, or almost believe— 3^ 
Were’t not that by great preservation 
We live to tell it—that the subtle traitor 
This day had plotted, in the council-house, 
To murder me and my good Lord of 
Gloucester. 

May. Had he done so ? 4o 

Glo. What! think you we are Turks or 
Inhdels ? 

Or that we would, against the form of law, 
Proceed thus rashly in the villain’s death 
But that the extreme peril of the case. 

The peace of England and our persons’ 
safety, 43 

Enforc’d us to this execution ? 

May. Now, fair befall you ! He deserv’d 
his death ; 

And your good Graces both have well pro¬ 
ceeded 

To warn false traitors from the like 
attempts. 

I never look’d for better at his hands s'-* 
After he once fell in with Mistress Shore, 

Buck. Yet had we not determin'd he 
should die 

Until your lordship came to see his end— 
Which now the loving haste of these our 
friends, 

Something against our meanings, have pre¬ 
vented— 35 

Because, my lord, I would have had you 
heard I 


[Act 3 

The traitor speak, and timorously confess 
The manner and the purpose of his treasons; 
That you might well have signified the 
same 

Unto the citizens, w^ho haply may 6o 
Misconster us in him and wail his death. 

May. But. my good lord, your Grace’s 
word shall serve 

As well as 1 had seen and heard him 
speak ; 

And do not doubt, right noble Princes both. 
But I’ll acquaint our duteous citizens 05 
With all your just proceedings in this cause. 

Glo. And to that end we wish’d your 
lordship here, 

T’ avoid the censures of the carping world. 

Buck. Which since you come too late of 
our intent, < 9 

Yet witness what you hear we did intend. 
And so, my good Lord Mayor, we bid 
farewell. |£xii Lord Mayor. 

Glo. Go, after, after, cousin Buckingham. 
The Mayor towards Guildhall hies him in 
all post. 

There, at your meet’st advantage of the 
time, 

Infer the bastardy of Edward’s children. ?5 
Tell them how Edward put to death a 
citizen 

Only for saying he would make his son 
Heir to the crown—meaning indeed his 
house, 

Which by the sign thereof was termed so. 
Moreover, urge his hateful luxury so 
And bestial appetite in change of lust, 
Which stretch'd unto their servants, 
daughters, wive^. 

Even where his raging eye or savage heart 
Without control lufted to make a prey. 
Nay, for a need, thus far come near my 
person: 85 

Tell them, when that my mother went with 
chUd 

Of that insatiate Edward, noble York 
My princely father then had wars in France 
And, by true computation of the time, 
Found that the issue was not his begot; 90 
Which well appeared in his lineaments, 
Beinj nothing like the noble Duke my 
father. 

Yet touch this sparingly, as 'twere far off; 
Because, my lord, you know my mother 
lives. 

Buck. Doubt not, my lord, I’ll play the 
orator 95 

As if the golden plea for which 1 plead 
Were for myself; and so, my lord, adieu. 

Glo. If you thrive well, bring them to 
Biynard’s Castle; 

Where you shall find me well accompanied 
With reverend fathers and well learned 
bishops . 100 

Buck. I go ; and towards three or four 
o’clock 


7*6 



Scene 5] 

Look for the news that the Guildhall 
affords. [Exif. 

Glo. Go, Level, with all speed to Doctor 
Shaw. 

[To Cnfesbyl Go thou to Friar Penker. Bid 
them both 

Meet me within this hour at Baynard’s 
Castle. [Excunf all but Gloucester. 
Now will I go to take some privy order 
To draw the brats of Clarence out of sight, 
And to give order that no manner of person 
Have any time recourse unto the Princes. 

[Exif. 

ScKNE VI. London. A street. 

Enter a Scrivener. 

Scriv. Here is the indictment of the good 
Lord Hastings ; 

Which in a set hand fairly is engrossed 
That it may be to-day read o’er In PauPs. 
And mark how well the sequel hangs to¬ 
gether : 1 

Eleven hours I have spent to write it over, 
For yesternight by Catesby was it sent me ; 
The precedent was full as long a-doing; 
And yet within these five hours Hastings 
liv'd. 

Untainted, unexamin’d, free, at liberty. 
Here’s a good world the while ! Who is so 
gross lo 

That cannot see this palpable device ? 

Yet who so bold but says he sees it not ? 
Bad is the world ; and all will come to 
nought, 

When such ill dealing must be seen in 
thought. [Exif. 

Scene VII, London. Baynard's Castle. 

Enter Gloucester and Buckingham, at 
several doors. 

Glo. How now, how now ! What say the 
citizens ? 

Buck. Now, by the holy Mother of our 
Lord, 

The citizens are mum, say not a word. 

Glo. Touch’d you the bastardy of 
Edward’s children ? 

Buck. I did ; with his contract with 
Lady Lucy, 5 - 

And his contract by deputy in France; 

Th* insatiate greediness of his desire, 

And his enforcement of the city wives : 

His tyranny for trifles ; his own bastardy. 
As being got, your father then in France, 
And his resemblance, being not like the 
Duke. j * 

Withal I did infer your lineaments, 

Being the right idea of your father. 

Both in your form and nobleness of mind ; 
Laid open all your \ictories in Scotland, »5 
Your discipline in war, wisdom in peace, 
Your bounty, virtue, fair humility ; 

Indeed, left nothing fitter for your purpose 
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Untouch’d or slightly handled in discourse. 
And when mine oratory drew toward end 
I bid them that did love their country's 
good 

Cry * God .save Richard, England’s royal 
King! ’ 

Glo. And did they so ? 

Buck. No, so God help me, they spake not 
a word ; 

But, like dumb stati.es or breathing stones, 
Star'd each on other, and look’d deadly 
pale. 

Which when 1 saw’, I reprehended them, 
And ask'd the Mayor what meant this 
wilful silence. 

His answer was, the people were not u.sed 
To be spoke to but by the Recorder. so 
Then he was urg’d to tell my tale again. 

‘ Thus saith the Duke, thus hath the Duke 
inferr’d '— 

But nothing spoke in warrant from himself. 
When he had done, some followers of mine 
own 

At lower end of the hall hurl'd up their 
caps, 35 

And some ten voices cried ' God save King 
Richard I' 

And thus T took the vantage of those few— 
’ Thanks, gentle citizems and friend.s,’ 
quoth I 

‘ This general applause and cheerftil shout 
Argues your wisdoms and your love to 
Richard 4o 

And even here brake off and came away. 

Glo. What, tongucless blocks were they ? 
Would they not speak ? 

Will not the Mayor then and his brethren 
come ? 

Buck. The Mayor is here at hand. Intend 
some fear; 45 

Be net you spoke with but by mighty suit; 
And look you get a prayer-book in your 
hand. 

And stand between two churchmen, good 
my lord; 

For on that ground 1*11 make a holy 
descant; 

And be not easily won to our requests, so 
Play the maid’s part: still answer nay, and 
take it. 

Glo. 1 go; and if you plead as well for 
them 

As I can say nay to thee for myself. 

No doubt we bring it to a happy issue. 

Buck. Go, go, up to the lead-s ; the Lord 
Mayor knocks. [Exit Gloucester. 

Enter the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Citizens. 

Welcome, my lord. 1 dance attendance 
here; 5 ^ 

I think the Duke will not be spoke withal. 

Enter Catesby. 


7ZJ 



KING RICHARD THE THIRD 


Now, Catesby, what says your lord to my 
request ? 

Cate, He doth entreat your Grace, my 
noble lord, 

To visit him to-morrow or next day. 

He is within, with two right reverend 
fathers, 

Divinely bent to meditation ; 

And in no worldly suits would he be mov’d. 
To draw him from his holy exercise. 

Buck, Return, good Catesby, to the 
gracious Duke ; 

Tell him, myself, the Mayor and Aldermen, 
In deep desigr s, in matter of great moment. 
No less importing than our general good. 
Are come to have some conference with his 
Grace, 

Caie, ril signify so much unto him 
straight. [Exit. 

Buck, Ah ha, my lord, this prince is not 
an Edward ! ; i 

He is not lolling on a lewd love-bed, 

But on his knees at meditation; 

Not dallying with a brace of courtesans. 
But meditating with two deep divines ; 75 
Not sleeping, to engross his idle body. 

But praying, to enrich his watchful soul. 
Happy w'ere England would this virtuous 
prince 

Take on his Grace the sovereignty thereof : 
But, sure, I fear we shall not win him to it. 

May, Marry, God defend his CJracc 
should say us nay ! 

Buck, I fear he will. Here Catesby comes 
again. 

Re-enter CATiiSDY. 

Now, Catesby, what says his Grace ? 

Cate. My lord. 

He wonders to what end you have assembled 
Such troops of citizens to come to him. hs 
H is Grace not being warn’d thereof before. 
He fears, rny lord, you mean no good to 
him. 

Buck, Sorry I am my noble cousin should 
Suspect me that 1 mean no good to him. 
By heaven, we come to him in perfect love ; 
And so once more return and tell his Grace. 

lExH Caieshy, 

When holy and devout religious men 
Are at their beads, 'tis much to draw them 
thence, 

So sweet is zealous contemplation. 

Enter Gloucester aloft t between two 
Bishops. Catesby returns. 

May. See where his Grace stands ’tween 
two clergymen! 93 

Buck. Two props of virtue for a Christian 
prince, 

To stay him from the fall of vanity ; 

And, see, a bcok of prayer in his hand. 
True ornaments to know a holy man. 
Famous Plantagenet, most gracious Prince, 1 
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[Act 3 

Lend favourable ear to our requests, 

And pardon us the interruption 
Of thy devotion and right Christian zeal. 
Glo. My lord, there needs no such 
apology : 

I do beseech your Grace to pardon me, 105 
Who. earnest in the service of my Ciod, 
Deferr’d the visitation of my friends. 

But, leaving this, what is your Grace’s 
pleasure ? 

Buck. Even that, I hope, which pleaseth 
God above, loo 

And all good men of this iingovern’d isle. 

Glo. 1 do suspect I have done some olFcnce 
That seems disgracious in the city’s eye, 
And that you come to reprehend my ignor¬ 
ance. 

Buck. You have, my lord. Would it 
might please your C»racc, 

On our entreaties, to amend your fault ! 

Glo. Els.' wh r.Lre breathe 1 in a 
Christian land ? 

Buck. Know then, it is your fault that 
you resign 

The supreme seat, the throne majestical, 

'Ihi sccpt’rcd office of your ancestors, 

Your state of fortune and your due of birth, 
The lineal glory of your royal house, 

To the corruption of a blemish’d stock ; 
Whiles in the mildness of your sleepy 
thoughts, 

Which here we waken to our country's 
good, 

The noble isle doth want her proper limbs ; 
Her face defac'd with scars of infamy, 

Her royal stock graft with ignoble plants, 
And almost should’red in the swallowing 
gulf 

Of dark forgetfulness and deep oblivion. 
Which to recure, we heartily solicit j 3<) 
Your gracious self to take on you the charge 
And kingly government of this your land— 
Not as protector, steward, substitute, 

Or lowly factor for another's gain ; 134 

But as successively, from blood to blood, 
Your right of birth, your empery, your own. 
For this, consorted with the citizens, 

Your very worshipful and loving friends. 
And by their vehement instigation, 

In this just cause come I to move your 
Grace. i.jo 

Glo. I cannot tel! if to depart in silence 
Cr bitterly to speak in your reproof 
Best fitteth my degree or your condition. 

If not to answer, you might haply think 
Tongue-tied ambition, not replying, 

yielded MS 

To bear the golden yoke of sovereignty, 
Which fondly you would here imjwse on 
me; 

If to reprove you for this suit of yours, 

So season'd with your faithful love to me. 
Then, on the other side, I check’d my 
friends. 130 
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Scene 7] 

Therefore—to speak, and to avoid the first. 
And then, in speaking, not to incur the 
last— 

Definitively thus I answer you : 

Your love deserves my thanks, but my 
desert 

Unmeritable shuns your high request. 155 
First, if all obstacles were cut away. 

And that my path were even to the crown. 
As the ripe revenue and due of birth. 

Yet so much Is my poverty of spirit. 

So mighty and so many my defects, if» 
That I would rather hide me from my 
greatness— 

Being a bark to brook no mighty sea— 
Tliaii in my greatness covet to be hid, 

And in the vapour of my glory smotherM. 
But, God be thank'd, there is no need of 
me— I'.s 

And much I need to help you, were there 
need. 

The royal tree hath left us roval fruit 
Which, mellow'd by the stealing hours of 
time, 

Will well become the seat of majesty 
An J make, no doubt, us happy by his reign. 
On him 1 lav that you wonl.l lay on me— 
Fhe right and fortune of his happy stars, 
Which God defend that I should wring 
from him. 

Buck. My lord, this argues conscience in 
your Grace; 

But the respects thereof are nice and 
trivial, i 7 .s 

All circumstances well considered. 

You say that Edward is your brother’s son. 
So say we too, but not by Edward's w'ife ; 
For first was he contract to Lady Lucy— 
Your mother lives a witness to his vow— iR<> 
And aftcrw'ard by substitute betroth’d 
To Bona, sister to the King of France. 
These both put off, a poor petitioner, 

A care-craz'd mother to a many sons, 

A beau tv-waning and distressed widow, 
Even in the afternoon of her best days, 
Made prize and purchase of his wanton eye. 
Seduc’d the pitch and height of his degree 
To base declension and loath’d bigamy. 

By her, in his unlawful bed, he got loo 
This Edward, whom our manners call the 
Prince. 

More bitterly could I expostulate, 

Save that, for reverence to some alive, 

1 give a sparing limit to my tongue. lyj 
Then, good my lord, take to your royal self 
'I'his proffer’d benefit of dignity ; j 

If not to bless us and the land withal, j 
Yet to draw forth your noble ancestry 
From the corruption of abusing times 
Unto a lineal true-derived course. 

May, Do, good my lord; your citizens 
entreat you. 

Buck. Refuse not, mighty lord, this 
proffer’d love. 


Cate. O, make them joyful, grant their 
lawful suit! 

Glo. Alas, why would you heap this care 
on me ? 

I am unfit for state and majesty. lu . 

1 do beseech you. take it not amiss: 

I cannot nor 1 wHI not yield to you. 

Buck. If you refuse it—as, in love and 
zeal, 

Loath to depose the child, your brother's 
son ; "o., 

As w^ell we know your tenderness of heart 
And gentle, kind, efteminate remorse, 
Which we have noted in you to youi 
kindred 

And egally indeed to all estates— 

Yet know, whe’er you accept our suit or no. 
Your brother's son shall never reign our 
king ; ! 5 

But we will plant some other in the throne 
lo the disgrace and downfall of your house; 
And in this resolution here we leave you. 
Come, citizens. Zounds, I’ll entreat no 
more. 

Glo. O, do not swear, my lord of Buck¬ 
ingham. [Hxeimf Buckingham, 
Mayor, and Ciiizens. 

Cate. Call him again, sweet Prince, 
accept their suit. 

If you deny them, all the land will rue it. 

Gh. Will you enforce me to a world of 
cares ? 

Call them again. I am not made of stones, 
But penetrable to your kind entreaties, 1.. 5 
Albeit against my conscience and my soul. 

Re-enter Buckingham and the re t. 

C\>usin of Buckingham, and sage grave 
men, 

Since you will buckle fortune on my back. 
To bear her burden, whe’er I will or no, 

I must have patience to endure the load ; 
But if black scandal or foul-fac'd reproach 
Attend the sequel of your imposition, ^3*’ 
Your mere enforcement shall acquittance 
me 

From all tlie impure blots and stains 
tliercof; 

For God doth know, and you may partly 
see, ■^3') 

How far I am from the desire of this. 

Mar. God bless your Grace I Wc see it, 
and will say it. 

Glo. In saying so, you shall but say the 
truth. 

Buck. Then I salute you with this royal 
title— 

Long live King Richard, England’s worthy 
King I -10 

All. Amen. 

Buck. To-morrow may it please you to 
be crown'd ? 

Glo, Even when you please, for you will 
have it so. 
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Buck, To-morrow, then, we will attend 
your Grace; 

And so, most joyfully, we take our leave. 
Glo, [To the Bishops] Come, let us to our 
holy work again. 2.16 

Farewell, my cousin; farewell, gentle 
friends. [Bxeunt. 

ACT FOUR 

Sci'NE I. London. Before the Tower. 

Enter Queen Elizabeth, Duchess or 
York, and Marquis of Dorset, at one 
door ; Anne Duchess of Gloucester, 
leading Lady Margaret Plantagenet, 
Clarence's young daughter, at another 
door, 

Duch. Who meets us here ? My niece 
Plantagenet, 

Led in the hand of her kind aunt of 
Gloucester ? 

Now, for my life, she’s wand'ring to the 
Tower, 

On pure heart’s love, to greet the tender 
Princes. 

Daughter, well met. 

Anue. God give your Graces both 3 
A happy and a joyful time of day ! 

Q. Eliz, As much to you, good sister! 
Whither away ? 

Anne, No farther than the Tower ; and. 
as I guess. 

Upon the like devotion as yourselves, 

To gratulate the gentle Princes there. h> 
Q. Eliz, Kind sister, thanks ; we’ll enter 
all together. 

Enter Brakenbury. 

And in good time, here the lieutenant 
comes. 

Master Lieutenant, pray you, by your leave. 
How doth the Prince, and my young son 
of York ? 

Brak, Right well, dear madam. By your 
patience, 15 

I may not suffer you to \dsit them. 

The King hath strictly charg’d the con¬ 
trary. 

Q. Eliz. The King ! Who’s that ? 

Brak, I mean the Lord Protector. 

Q, Eliz. The Lord protect him from that 
kingly title! to 

Hath he set bounds between their love and 
me ? 

1 am their mother ; who shall bar me from 
them ? 

Duch. 1 am their father’s mother : I will 
see them. 

Anne. Their aunt I am in law, in love 
their mother. 

Then bring me to their sights ; I'll bear thy 
blame, 25 

And take thy office from thee on my peril, i 
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Brak. No, madam, no. I may not leave 
it so; 

I am bound by oath, and therefore pardon 
me. (Exi(. 

Enter Stanley. 

Stan, Let me but meet you, ladies, one 
hour hence. 

And I'll salute your Grace of York as 
mother 3« 

And reverend looker-on of two fair queens. 
[To Annel Come, madam, you must stia’ght 
to Westminster, 

There to be crowned Richard’s royal queen. 

Q. Eliz* Ah, cut my lace asunder 
That my pent heart may have some scope 
to beat, 35 

Or else I swoon with this dead-killing news ! 

Anne. Despiteful tidings I O unpleasing 
news ! 

Dor. Be of good cheer ; mother, how 
fares your Grace ? 

Q. Eliz. O Dorset, speak not to me, get 
thee gone! 

Death and destruction dogs thee at thy 
heels; jo 

Thy mother’s name is ominous to children. 
If thou wilt outstrip death, go cross the 
seas, 

And live with Richmond, from the reach 
of hell. 

Go, hie thee, hie thee from this slaughter¬ 
house, 14 

Lest thoi! increase the number of the dead, 
And make me die the thrall of Margaret’s 
curse, 

Nor mother, wife, nor England’s counted 
queen. 

Stan. Full of wise care is this your 
counsel, madam. 

Take all the swift advantage of the hours ; 
You shall have letters from me to my son 50 
In your behalf, to meet you on the way. 

Be not ta’en tardy by unwise delay. 

Duch. O ill-dispersing wind of misery ! 

O my accursed womb, the bed of death ! 

A cockatrice hast thou hatch’d to the 
world, 55 

Whose unavoided eye is murderous. 

Stan. Come, madam, come; 1 in all 
haste was sent. 

Anne. And 1 with all unwillingness will 
go. 38 

O, would to God that the inclusive verge 
Of golden metal that must round my brow 
Were red-hot steel, to sear me to the brains I 
Anointed let me be with deadly venom, 62 
And die ere men can say * God save the 
Queen! ’ 

Q. Eliz. Go, go, poor soul; I envy not 
thy glory. 

To feed my humour, wish thysdf no harm. 

Anne, No, why ? When he that is my 
husband now 66 
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Scene 1] 

Cam« to me, as I follow'd Henry's corse; 
When scarce the blood was well wash’d 
from his hands 

Which issued from my other angel husband. 
And that dear saint which then I weeping 

follow'd- 7“ 

O, when, 1 say, I look'd on Richard's face, 
This was my wish : ‘ Be thou * quoth I 
accurs'd 

For making me, so young, so old a widow ; 
And when thou wed'st, let sorrow haunt 
thy bed ; 

And be thy wife, if any he so mad, 

More miserable by the life of thee 
Fhan thou hast made me by my dear lord’s 
death 

Lo, ere I can repeat this curse again, 
Within so small a time, my woman’s heart 
Grossly grew captive to his honey words 
And prov'd the subject of mine own soul’s 
curse, 

Which hitherto hath held my eyes from 
rest; 

For never yet one hour in his bed 
Did I enjoy the golden dew of sleep. 

But with his timorous dreams was still 
awak’d. 

Besides, he hates me for my father Warwick: 
And will, no doubt, shortly be rid of me. 

Q. Eliz, Poor heart, adieu I 1 pity thy 
complaining. 

Ann*:. No more than with my soul 1 
mourn for yours. 

Dor. Farewell, thou woeful weicomer 
of glory! vo 

Anne. Adieu, poor soul, that tak'st thy 
leave of it! 

Duch. n'o Dorset] Go thou to Richmond, 
and good fortune guide thee ! 

| 7 'o Aline] Go thou to Richard, and good 
angels tend thee I 

I To Queen Elizabeth] Go thou to sanctuary, 
and good thoughts possess thee! 

I to ray grave, where peace and rest lie 
with me I 93 

Eighty odd years of sorrow have I seen, 
And each hour’s joy wreck'd with a week 
of teen. 

Q. Eliz. Stay, yet look back with me 
unto the Tower. 

Pity, you ancient stones, those tender 
babes 

Whom envy hath immur’d within your 
walls, 

Rough cradle for such little pretty ones. 
Rude ragged nurse, old sullen playfellow 
For tender princes, use my babies well. 

So foolish sorrows bids your stones farew^il. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. London. The palace. 

Sound a sennet. Enter Richard, in pomp, as 

King; Buckingham, Catesby, Ratcliff, 

Lovel, a Page, and Others. 


K. Rich. Stand all apart. Cousin of 
Buckingham I 

Buck. My gracious sovereign ? 

K. Rich. Give me thy hand. 

[Here he ascendeth the throne. Sound. 

Thus high, by thy advice 

And thy assistance, is King Richard seated. 

But shall we wear these glories for a day ; 

Or shall they last, and we rejoice in (hem ? 

Buck. Still live they, and for ever let 
them last I 

K. Rich. Ah, Buckingham, now do 1 play 
the touch, 

To try if thou be current gold indeed. 

Young Edward lives—think now what 1 
would speak. j * 

Buck. Say on, my loving lord. 

K. Rich. Why, Buckingham, 1 say I 
would be King. 

Buck. Why, so you are, my thrice- 
renowned lord. 

K. Rich. Ha ! am 1 King ? ’Tis so ; but 
Edward lives. 

Buck. True, noble Prince. 

K. Rich. O bitter consequence : is 

Ihat Edward still should live—true noble 
Prince 1 

Cousin, thou wast not wont to be so dull. 

Shall I t'e plain ? I wish the bastards dead. 

And I would have it suddenly perform’d. 

What say’st thou now ? Speak suddenly, 
be brief. o 

Buck. Your Grace may do your pleasure. 

K. Rich. Tut, tut, thou art all ice; thy 
kindness freezes. 

Say, have 1 thy consent that they shall 
die ? 

Buck. Give me some little breath, some 
pause, dear lord, 

Before 1 positively speak in this. 

I will resolve you herein presently. fExi(. 

Ca(e. {Aside to another] The King is 
angry ; see, he gnaws his lip. 

K. Rich. I will converse with iron-witted 
fools {Descends from the throne. 

And unrespective boys ; none are for me 

1 hat look into me w ith considera te eyes. ^o 

High-reaching Buckingham grows circum¬ 
spect. 

Boy I 

Page. My lord ? 

K. Rich. Know’st thou not any whom 
corrupting gold 

Will tempt unto a close exploit of death ? 

Page. I know a discontented gentleman 

Whose humble means match not his 
haughty spirit. 

Gold were as good as twenty orators, 

And will, no doubt, tempt him to anything. 

K. Rich. What is his name ? 

Page. His name, my lord, is Tyrrel. 10 

K. Rich. I partly know the man. Go, call 
him hither, boy. (Exd Page. 

The deep-revolving witty Buckingham 
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No more shall be the neighbour to my 
counsels. 

Hath he so long held out with me, iintir*d, 
And stops he now for breath ? Well, be 
it so. 

Enter Stanley. 

How now, Lord Stanley ! VVhat‘s the 
news ? 

Stan. Know, my loving lord, 

The Marquis Dorset, as 1 hear, is tied 
To Richmond, in the parts where he abides. 

I Stands apart. 

K. Rich. Come hither, Catesby. Rumour 
it abroad 

That Anne, my wife, is ver>' grievous sick ; 
I will take order for her keeping close. 51 
Inquire me out some mean poor gentleman. 
Whom I will marry straight to Clarence’ 
daughter— 

The bov is foolish, and I fear not him. 

Look how thou drcam’st I I say again, 
give out 

That Anne, my queen, is sick and like to die. 
About it; for it stands me much upon Cc 
To stop all hopes whose growth may dam¬ 
age me. [£x/t Caieshy. 

I must be married to my brother’s daughter. 
Or else my kingdom stands on brittle glass. 
Murder her brothers, and then marry her! 
Uncertain wav of gain I But I am in 
So far in blood that sin will pluck on sin. 
Tear-falling pity dwells not in this eye. 

Re-enter Page, with Tyrrel. 

Is thy name Tyrrel ? 

Tyr. James Tyrrel, and your most 
obedient subject. 

K. Rich. Art thou, indeed ? 

Tyr, Prove me, my gracious lord. 

K. Rich. Dar'st thou resolve to kill a 
friend of mine ? 

Tyr. Please you ; 

But 1 had rather kill two enemies. 

K. Rich. Why, then thou hast it. Two 
deep enemies, 

Foes to my rest, and my sweet sleep’s 
disturbers, 75 

Are they that I would have thee deal upon. 
Tyrrel, I mean those bastards in the Tower. 

Tyr. Let me have open means to come to 
them, 

And soon I’ll rid you from the fear of them. 

K, Rich. TIiou sing’st sweet music. | 
Hark, come hither, Tyrrel. 

Go, by this token. Rise, and lend thine ear. | 

I Whispers.' 

There is no more but so: say it is done, 
And I will love thee and prefer thee for it. 

Tyr. I will dispatch it straight. [Exif. 

Re-enter Buckingham. 

Buck. My lord, I have consider'd in my 
mind 


[Act 4 

The late request that you did sound me in. 

K. Rich. Well, let that rest. Dorset is (led 
to Richmond. 

Buck. I hear the news, my lord. 90 

K. Rich. Stanley, he is your wife’s son : 
well, look unto it. 

Buck. My lord, 1 claim the gift, my due 
by promise. 

For which your honour and your faith is 
pawn’d : 

Th’ earldom of Hereford and the movables 

Which you have promised I shall possess. 

K. Rick. Stanley, look to your wife; if 
she convey 

Letters to Richmond, you shall answer it. 

Buck. What says your Highness to my 
just request ? 

K. Rich. I do remember me : Henry the 
Sixth 

Did prophesy that Richmond should be 
King, ioo 

When Richmond was a little peevish boy. 

A king !—perhaps— 

Buck. My lord— 

K. Rich. How chance the prophet could 
not at that time 

Have told me, I being by, that 1 should 
kill him ? jos 

Buck. My lord, your promise for the 
earldom— 

K. Rich. Richmond ! When last 1 was 
at Exeter, 

The mayor in courtesy show'd me the 
castle 

And call’d it Rrg *mount, at which name I 
started. 

Because a bard of Ireland told me once no 

1 should not live long after I saw Rich¬ 
mond. 

Buck. My lord— 

K. Rich. Ay, what’s o'clock ? 

Buck. I am thus bold to put your Grace 
in mind im 

Of what you promis’d me. 

K. Rich. Well, but what’s o’clock? 

Buck. Upon the stroke of ten. 

K. Rich. Well, let it strike. 

Buck. Why let it strike ? 

K. Rich. Because that like a Jack thou 
keep’st the stroke 

Betwixt thy begging and my meditation. 

I am not in the giving vein to-day. i^o 

Buck. May it please you to resolve me in 
my suit, 

K. Rich. Thou troublest me ; lam not in 
the vein. 

[Exeunt all but Buckingham. 

Buck. And is it thus ? Repays he my 
deep service 

With such contempt ? Made I him King 
for this ? 1 .’5 

O, let me think on Hastings, and be gone 

To Brecknock while my fearful head is on ! 

tExi(. 
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Scene III. London. The palace. 

Enter Tyrrel. 

T>t. The tyrannous and bloody act is 
done, 

The most arch deed of piteous massacre 
That ever yet this land was guilty of. 
Dighton and Forrest, who I did suborn 
To do this piece of ruthful butchery, r 
Albeit they were flesh'd villains, bloody 
dogs. 

Melted with tenderness and mild com¬ 
passion, 

Wept like two children in their deaths’ sad 
story. 

‘ O, thus ’ quoth Dighton * lay the gentle 
babes'— 

* Thus, thus,* quoth Forrest ' girdling one 
another lo 

Within their alabaster innocent arms. 
Their lips were four red roses on a stalk. 
And in their summer beauty kiss’d each 
other. 

A book of prayers on their pillow lay ; 
Which once,' quoth Forrest * almost 

chang’d my mind ; is 

But, O, the devil ’—there the villain 
stopp’d ; 

When Dighton thus told on: * We 

smothered 

The most replenished sweet work of nature 
That from the prime creation e’er she 
framed 

Hence both are gone with conscience and 
remorse *<• 

They could not speak • and so I left them 
both, 

To bear this tidings to the bloody King. 

Enter King Richard. 

And here he comes. All health, my 
sovereign lord ! 

K. Rich. Kind Tyrrel, am I happy in thy 
news ? 

Tvr. If to have done the thing you gave 
in charge 

Beget your happiness, be happy then, 

For it is done. 

K. Rich. But didst thou see them dead ? 

Tyr. I did, my lord. 

K. Rich. And buried, gentle Tyrrel ? 

Tyr. The chaplain of the 'lower i ath 
buried them ; 20 

But where, to say the truth, I do not know. 

K. Rich. Come to me, Tyrrel, soon at 
after supper. 

When thou shalt tell the process of their 
death. 

Meantime, hut think how I may do thee 
good 

And be inheritor of thy desire. 

Farewell till then. 

Tyr. I humbly take my leave. [JBxif. i 


K. Rich. The son of Clarence have I pent 
up close; 36 

His daughter meanly have 1 match'd in 
marriage; 

The sons of Edward sleep in Abraham’s 
bosom. 

And Anne my wife hath bid this world 
good night. 

Now, for 1 know the Britaine Richmond 
aims 10 

At young Elizabeth, my brother's daughter, 
And by that knot looks proudly on the 
crown, 

To her go I, a jolly thriving wooer. 

Enter Ratcliff. 

Rat. My lord 1 

K. Rich. Good or bad news, that thou 
com’st in so bluntly ? 43 

Rat. Bad news, my lord : Morton is fled 
to Richmond ; 

And Buckingham, back’d with the hardy 
Welshmen, 

Is in the field, and still his power increaseth. 

K. Rich. Ely with Richmond troubles me 
more near 

Than Buckingham and his rash-levied 
strength. 30 

Come, 1 have learn'd that fearful com¬ 
menting 

Is leaden servitor to dull delay ; 

Deliiy leads impotent and snail-pac’d 
beggary. 

Then ficiy expedition be my wing, 

Jove’s Mercury, and herald for a king I 35 
Go, muster men. My counsel is my shield. 
We must be brief when traitors brave the 
field. [Exetmf. 

Scene IV. London. Before the palace. 

Enter old Queen Margaret. 

Q. Mar. So now prosperity begins to 
mellow 

And drop into the rotten mouth of death. 
Here in these confines slily have I lurk'd 
To watch the waning of mine enemies. 

A dire induction am I witness to, 5 

And will to France, hoping the consequence 
Will prove as bitter, black, and tragical. 
Withdraw thee, wretched Margaret. Who 
comes here ? IRcfires. 

Enter Queen Elizabeth and the Duchess 
OF York. 

Q. Eli?. Ah, my poor princes! ah, my 
tender babes! 9 

My unblowm flowers, new-appearing sweets! 
If yet your gentle souls fly in the air 
And he not fix’d in doom perpetual, 

Hover about me with your airy wings 
And hear vour mother's lamentation. 

Q. Mar. Hover about her; say that right 
for right 15 
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Hath dinun'd your infant morn to aged 
night. 

Dtich, So many miseries have craz’d my 
voice 

That my woe-wearied tongue is still and 
mute. 

Edward Plantagenet, why art thou dead ? 

Q. Mar. Plantagenet doth quit Planta- 
genet, 

Edward for Edward pays a dying debt. 

Q. Eliz- Wilt thou, O God, tly from such 
gentle lambs 

And throw them in the entrails of the wolf ? 
When didst thou sleep when such a deed 
was done ? 

Q. Mar. When holy Harry died, and my 
sweet son. 

Duch, Dead life, blind sight, poor mortal 
living ghost. 

Woe’s scene, world’s shame, grave’s due by 
life usurp’d, 

Brief abstract and record of tedious days 
Rest thy unrest on England’s lawful cartli, 

down. 

Unlawfully made drunk with innocent 
blood. 

Q. Ah, that thou wouldst as soon 

alTord a pave 

As thou canst yield a melanchv)ly seat! 
Then would I hide my bones, not rest them 
here. 

Ah, who hath any cause to mourn but we ? 

[Siding down hy her. 

Q. Mar. [Coming forward] If ancient 
sorrow be most reverend, if, 

Give mine the benefit of seniory. 

And let ray griefs frown on the upper hand. 
If sorrow can admit society, 

[Siding down with them. 
Tell o’er your woes again by viewing mine. 
1 had an Edward, till a Richard kill’d him ; 
1 had a husband, till a Richard kill'd him : 
ITiou hadst an Edward, till a Richard kill’d 
him ; 

Thou hadst a Richard, till a Richard kill'd 
him. 4 ’ 

Dudi. I had a Richard too, and thou 
didst kill him ; 

1 had a Rutland too, thou holp’st to kill 
him. 4fi 

Q. Mar. Thou hadst a Clarence too, and 
Richard kill'd him. 

From forth the kennel of thy womb hath 
crept 

A hell-hound that doth hunt us all to death. 
That dog, that had his teeth before his eyes 
To worry lambs and lap their gentle blood. 
That foul defacer of God’s handiwork, 51 
That excellent grand tyrant of the earth 
That reigns in galbd eyes of weeping souls, 
Thy womb let loose to chase us to our 
graves. 

O upright, just, and true-disposing God, 
How do 1 thank thee that this carnal cur 


Preys on the issue of his mother’s body $7 
And makes her pew-fellow with ethers* 
moan! 

Duch. O Harry’s wife, triumph not in my 
woes! 

God witness with me, 1 have wept for 
thine. (o 

Q. Mar. Bear with me ; lam hungry for 
revenge, 

And now 1 cloy me with beholding it. 

Thy Edward he is dead, that kill’d my 
Edward; 

The other Edward dead, to quit my 
Edward ; 

Young York he is but boot, because both 
they ('5 

Match’d not the high perfection of my loss. 
Thy Clarence he is dead that stabb’d my 
Edward ; 

And the beholders of this frantic play, 

Th' adulterate Hastings, Rivers, Vaughan, 
Grey, 

Untimely smother’d in their dusky graves. 
Richard yet lives, hell's black intelligencer; 
Only reserv’d their factor to buy souls 
And send them thither. But at hand, at 
hand, 

Ensues his piteous and iinpitied end. 

Earth gapes, hell burns, fiends roar, saints 
pray, r*; 

To have him suddenly convey’d from hence. 
Cancel his bond of life, dear God, 1 pray, 
That I may live and say ‘ The dog is dead ’. 

Q. Eliz> O, thou didst prophesy the time 
would come 

That I should wish for thee to help me 
curse 

That bottled spider, that foul bunch-back’d 
toad ! 

Q. Mar. I call’d thee then vain flourish of 
my fortune; 

I call’d thee then poor shadow, painted 
queen, 

The presentation of but what I was, 

The flattering index of a direful pageant, 
One heav’d a-high to be hurl’d down 
below, 

A mother only mock’d with two fair babes, 
A dream of what thou wast, a garish flag 
To be the aim of every dangerous shot, 

A sign of dignity, a breath, a bubble, 

A queen in jest, only to fill the scene. 91 
Wiiere is thy husband now ? Where be thy 
brothers ? 

Where be thy two sons ? Wherein dost 
thou joy ? 

Who sues, and kneels, and says ‘ God save 
the Queen ’ ? 

Where be the bending peers that flattered 
thee ? 9^ 

Where be the thronging troop i that followed 
thee ? 

Decline all this, and see what now thou art: 
For happy wife, a most distressed widow'; 
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For joyful mother, one that wails the name; 

For one being su’d to, one that humbly 
sues ; 

For Queen, a very caitiff crown’d with care ; 

For she that scorn’d at me, now scorn’d of 
me ; 

For she being fear'd of all, now fearing one ; 

For she commanding all. obey'd of none. 

Thus hath the course of justice whirl’d 
about 

And left thee but a very prey to time, 

Having no more but thought of what thou 
wast 

To torture thee the more, being what thou 
art. 

Thou didst usurp my place, and dost thou 
not 

Usurp the just proportion of my sorrow ? 

Now thy proud neck bears halt my 
burden’d yoke, m 

From which even here I slip my wear> 
head 

And leave the burden of it all on thee. 

Farewell, York’s wife, and queen of sad 
mischance ; 

These English w^oes shall make me smile in 
France. n.*! 

Q. Eliz. O thou well skill’d in curses, stay 
awhile 

And teach me how to curse mine enemies ! 

Q. Mar, Forbear to sleep the nights, and 
fast the days; 

Compare dead happiness with living woe; 

i'hink that thy babes were sweeter than 
they were, i 

And he that slew them fouler than he is. 

Bett’ring thy loss makes the bad-caurci 
worse ; 

Revolving this will teach thee how to curse. 

Q. Eliz» My words are dull; O, quicken 
them with thine! 

Q. Mar. Thy woes will make them sharp 
and pierce like mine. I Exit. 

Ouch. Why should calamity be full of 
words ? I -' 

Q. Eliz* Windy attorneys to their clicnl 
woes, 

Airy succeeders of intestate joys, 

Poor breathing orators of miseries. 

Let them have scope; though what they 
will impart 

Help nothing else, >'et do they ease the 
heart. 

Duch, If so, then be not tongue-tied. Go 
with me, 

And in the breath of bitter words let’s 
smother 

My damned son that thy two sweet sons 
smother’d. 

The trumpet sounds; be copious in 
exclaims. 

Enter King Richarp and his Train, 
marching with drums enJ trumpets. 


K. Rich. Who intercepts me in my 
expedition ? 

Duch, O, she that miglit have intercepted 
thee. 

By strangling thee in her accursed wemb, 
From all the slaughters, wretch, that thou 
hast done ! 

Q. Eliz. Hidest thou that forehead with a 
golden crown 140 

Where should be branded, if that right 
were right, 

The slaughter of the Prince that ow’d that 
crcvwn. 

And the dire death of my poor sons and 
brothers ? 

Tell me, thou villain slave, where arc my 
children ? 

Duch. Thou toad, thou toad, where is thy 
brother Clarence ? n*; 

And little Ned P-antagenet, his son ? 

Q. Eliz. Where is the gentle Rivers, 
Vaughan, Grey ? 

Duch. Where is kind Hastings ? 

K. Rich. A flourish, trumpets! Strike 
alarum, drums! 

Let not the heavens hear these tell-tale 
women J49 

Rail on the Lord’s anointed. Strike, I say ! 

IFioMrish. Alarm s. 
Either be patient and entreat me fair, 

Or with the clamorous report of war 
i hus will I drown your exclamations. 

Duch. Art thou my son ? 

K. Rich. Ay, 1 thank God, my father, and 
yourself, 

Duch. Then patiently hear my impatience. 

K. Rich. Madam, 1 have a touch of your 
condition 

That cannot brook the accent of reproof. 

Duch. let me speak ! 

K. Rich. Do, then ; but I’ll not hear. 

Duch. 1 will be mild and gentle in my 
words. It*** 

K. Rich. And brief, good mother ; for I 
am in haste. 

Duch. Art thou so hasty ? 1 have stay’d 
for thee, 

God knows, in torment and in agony. 

K. Rich. And came I not at last to com¬ 
fort you ? 

Duch. No, by the holy rood, thou know’st 
it well 

Thou cam’st on earth to make the earth my 
hell. 

A grievous burden w'as thy birth to me ; 
Tetchy and wayward was thy infancy; 
Thy school-days frightful, desp’rate, wild, 
and furious; 

Thy prime of manhood daring, bold, and 
venturous; 170 

Thy age confirm’d, proud, subtle, sly, and 
bloody, 

More mild, but yet more harmful-kind in 
hatred. 
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What comfortable hour canst thou name 
That ever grac'd me with thy company ? 

K. Rich, Faith, none but Humphrey 
Hour, that call’d your Grace 17a 
To breakfast once forth of my company. 

If I be so disgracious in your eye. 

Let me march on and not offend you. 
madam. 

Strike up the drum. 

Duck. I prithee hear me speak. 

K. Rick. You speak too bitterly. 

Ditch. Hear me a word ; 

For I shall never speak to thee again. 

K, Rich. So. 

Ditch. Either thou wilt die by God’s jus! 
ordinance 

Ere from this war thou turn a conqueror: 
Or 1 witii grief and extreme age shall 
perish 

And never more behold thy face again. 
Therefore take with thee my most grievous 
curse, 

Which in the dav of battle tire thee more 
Than all the complete armour that thou 
wear’st! 

My prayers on the adverse party fight; 
And there the little souls of Edward’s 
children 

Whisper the spirits of thine enemies 
And promise them success and victory. 
Bl.iody thou art; bloody will be thy end. 
Shame serves thy life and doth thy death 
attend. lExii. 

Q, Eliz. Though far more cause, yet much 
less spirit to curse 11/ 

Abides in me ; 1 say amen to her. 

K. Rich. Stay, madam, I must talk a 
word with you. 

Q. Eliz* I have no moe sons of the royal 
blood 

For thee to slaughter. For my daughters, 
Richard, -‘C 

They shall be praying nuns, not weeping 

queens; 

And therefore level not to hit their lives. 

JC. Rich. You have a daughter call’d 
Elizabeth, 

Virtuous and fair, royal and gracious. 

Q, Eliz* And must she die for this ? O, let 
her live, ^05 

And ril corrupt her manners, stain hei 
beauty. 

Slander myself as false to Edward’s bed. 
Throw over her the veil of infamy ; 

So she may live unscarr’d of bleeding 
slaughter, 

1 will confess she was not Edward’s 
daughter. 21c 

K. Rich* Wrong not her birth ; she is a 
royal Princess. 

Q. Eliz* To save her life I’ll say she is 
not so. 

K* Rick. Her life is safest only in hei 
birth. 

73 ^ 


[Act 4 

Q. Eliz* And only in that safety died her 
brothers. 

K. Rich. 1.0, at their birth good stars were 
opposite. 2 t,-5 

Q. Eliz. No, to their lives ill friends were 
contrary. 

K. Rich. All unavoided is the doom of 
destiny. 

Q. Eliz. True, when avoided grace makes 
destiny. 

My babes were destin’d to a fairer death. 

If grace had bless’d thee with a fairer life. 

K. Rich. You speak as if that I had slain 
my cousins. 2.1 

Q. Eliz* Cousins, indeed ; and by their 
uncle cozen’d 

Of comfort, kingdom, kindred, freedom, 
life. 

Whose hand soever lanc’d their tender 
hearts, 

Thy head, all indirectly, gave direction, 

No doubt the murd’rous knife was dull and 
blunt 

Till it w^as whetted on thy stone-hard heart 
To revel in the entrails of my lambs. 

But that still use of grief makes wild grief 
tame, 

My tongue should to thy ears not name my 
boys 230 

Till that my nails were anchor’d in thine 
eyes ; 

And I, in such a desp’rate bay of death. 
Like a poor bark, of sails and tackling reft. 
Rush all to pieces on thy rocky bosom. 

K. Rich. Madam, so thrive I in my enter¬ 
prise 

And dangerous success of hbody wars. 

As I intend more good to you or yours 
Than ever you or yours by me were harm'd! 

Q. Eliz. What good is cover’d with the 
face of heaven. 

To be discover'd, that can do me good ? to 

K. Rich. Th’ advancement of your 
children, gentle lady. 

Q. Eliz* Up to some scaffold, there to lose 
their heads ? 

K. Rich. Unto the dignity and height of 
Fortune, 

The high imperial type of this earth’s glory. 

Q, Eliz* Flatter my sorrow with report 
of it; 245 

Tell me what state, what dignity, what 
honour, 

Canst thou demise to any child of mine ? 

K. Rich. Even all I have—ay, and myself 
and all 

Will I withal endow a child of thine; 

So in the Lethe of thy angry soul 2511 
Thou drown the sad remembrance of those 
wrongs 

Which thou supposest I have done to thee. 

Q. Eliz* Be brief, lest that the process of 
^y kindness 

Last longer telling than thy kindness' date. 
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K. Rich. Then know, that from my soul 1 
love thy daughter. ^ 5 =; 

Q. Eliz* My daughter’s mother thinks it 
with her soul. 

K. Rich. What do you think ? 

Q. Eliz. That thou dost love my daughter 
from thy soul. 

So from thy soul’s love didst tiiou love her 
brothers, 

And from my heart’s love I do thank thee 
for it. 

K. Rich. Be not so hasty to confound my 
meaning. 

I mean that with my soul 1 love thy 
daughter 

And do intend to make her Queen of 
England. 

Q. Eliz^ Well, then, who dost thou mean 
shall be her king ? 

K. Rich. Even he that makes her Queen 
Who else should be ? -zt*' 

Q. Eliz. What, thou ? 

K. Rich. Even so. How think you of it ? 

Q. Eliz. How canst thou woo her ? 

K. Rich. That would I L‘arn of you, 
As one being best acquainted with hei 
humour. 

Q. Eliz- And wilt thou learn of me ? 

K. Rich. Madam, with all my heart. 

Q. Eliz. Send to her, by the man that 
slew her brothers, 

A pair of bleeding hearts ; thereon engrave 
' Edward ’ and ‘ York ’. Then haply will she 
weep; 

Therefore present to her—as sometimes 
Margaret 

Did to thy father, steep’d in Rutland’s 

blood- :?73 

A handkerchief; which, say to her, did 
drain 

The purple sap from her sweet brother’s 
body, 

And bid her wipe her weeping eyes withal. 
If this inducement move her not to love. 
Send her a letter of thy noble deeds ; -So 
Tell her thou mad’st away her uncle 
Clarence, 

Her uncle Rivers ; ay, and for her sake 
Mad’st quick conveyance with her good 
aunt Anne. 

K. Rich. You mock me, madam ; this is 
not the way 
To win your daughter, 

Q. Eliz. There is no other way ,* 
Unless thou couldst put on some other 
shape 

And not be Richard that hath done all 
this. 

K. Rich. Say that I did all this for love 
of her. 

Q. Eliz. Nay, then indeed she cannot 
choose but hate thee, 

Having bought love with such a bloody 
spoil. 290 


K. Rich. Look what is done cannot be 
now amended. 

Men sjiall deal unadvisedly sometimes, 
Which after-hours gives leisure to repent. 
If 1 did take the kingdom from your sons. 
To make amends i’ll give it to your 
daughter. 

If I have kill'd the issue of your womb. 

To quicken your increase I will beget 
Mine issue of your blood upon your 
daughter. 

A grandam’s name is little less in love 
Than is the doating title of a mother ; 3 

They are as children but one step below. 
Even of your metal, of your very blood : 
Of all one pain, save for a night of grv^ans 
Endur’d of her, for whom you bid like 
sorrow. 

Your children were vexation to your youth; 
But mine shall be a comfort to your age. 
riie loss you have is but a son being King, 
And by that loss your daughter is made 
Queen. 

I cannot make you what amends I would, 
Therefore accept such kindness as 1 can. 
Dorset your son, that with a fearful soul 
Leads discontented steps in foreign soil, 
This fair alliance quickly shall call home 
To high promotions and great dignity. 

The King, that calls your beauteous 
daughter wife, 315 

Familiarly shall call thy Dorset brother ; 
Again shall you be mother to a king. 

And all the ruins of distressful times 
Repair’d with doulL' riches of content. 
What I we have many goodly days to 
see. 

The liquid drops of tears that you have 
shed 

Shall come again, transform'd to orient 
pearl, 

Advantaging their loan with interest 
Of ten times double gain of happiness. 

Go. then, my mother, to thy daiij^hter go; 
Make bold her bashful years with your 
experience; 3.^* 

Prepare her ears to hear a wooer’s tale ; 
Put in her tender heart th’ aspiring t!ame 
Of golden sovereignty; acquaint the 
Princess 

With the sweet silent hours of marriage 
joys. 33c 

And when this arm of mine hath chastised 
The petty rebel, dull-brain’d Buckingham, 
Bound with triumphant garlands will I 
come, 

And l-*ad thy daughter to a conqueror’s bed; 
To whom I will retail my conquest won, 333 
And she shall be sole victoress, Cajsar’s 
Ctesar, 

Q. Eliz. What w^erc I best to say ? Her 
father’s brother 

Would be her lord ? Or shall I say her 
uncle ? 
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Or he that slew her brothers and her 
uncles ? 

Under what title shall I woo for thee 340 

That God, the law, my honour, and her love 

Can make seem pleasing to her tender 
years ? 

K. Rich. Infer fair England's peace by 
this alliance. 

Q. Eh>. Which she shall purchase with 
stilMasting war. 

K. Rich. Tell her the King, that may 
command, entreats. 

Q. Eliz* That at her hands which the 
King's King forbids. 

K. Rich. Say she shall be a high and 
mighty queen. 

Q. Eliz. To wail the title, as her mother 
doth. 

K. Kich. Say I will love her everlastingly. 

Q. Eliz> But how long shall that title 

‘ ever ' last ? 35^ 

K. Rich. Sweetly in force unto her fair 
life’s end. 

Q. Eliz. But how long fairly shall her 
sweet life last ? 

K. Rich. As long as heaven and nature 
lengthens it. 

Q. Eliz. As long as hell and Richard likes 
of it. 

K. Rich. Say 1. her sovereign, am her 
subject low. 355 

Q. Eliz- Bat she, your subject, loathes 

such sovereignty. 

K. Rich. Be clo^^uent in my behalf to her. 

Q. Eliz. An honest tale speeds best being 
plainly told. 

K. Rich. I'hen plainly to her tell my 
lo dng talc. 

Q. Eliz- Plain and not honest is too harsh 
a style. 

K. Rich. Your reasons are too shallow and 
too quick. 

Q. Eliz- O, no, my reasons are too deep 
and dead— 

Too deep and dead, poor infants, in their 
graves. 

K. Rich. Harp not on that string, madam; 
that is past. 

Q. Eliz- Harp on it still shall I till heart¬ 
strings break. 3<»5 

K, Rich. Now, by my George, my garter, 
and my crown— 

Q. Eliz. Profan’d, dishonour’d, and the 
third usurp’d. 

K. Rich- 1 swear— 

Q. Eliz- By nothing; for this is no oath; 

Thy George, profan’d, hath lost his lordly 
honour; 

Thy garter, blemish’d, pawn’d his knightly 
virtue; 370 

Thy crown, usurp’d, disgrac’d his kingly 
glory. 

If something thou wouldst swear to be 
believ’d, 
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Swear then by something that thou hast 
not wrong’d. 

K. Rich. Then, by my self— 

Q. Eliz- Thy self is self-misus’d. 

K. Rich. Now, by the world— 

Q. Eliz- ’Tis full of thy foul wrongs. 
K. Rich. My father’s death— 

Q. Eliz- Thy life hath it dishonour’d. 
K. Rich. Why, then, by God— 

Q. Eliz- God’s wrong is most of all. 
If thou didst fear to break an oath with 
Him, 

The unity the King my husband made 
Thou hadst not broken, nor my brothers 
died, 3K<> 

If thou hadst fear’d to break iin oath by 
Him, 

Fh' imperial metal, circling now thy head. 
Had grac’d the tender temples of my child ; 
And both the Princes nad been breathing 
here, 3^^ < 

Which now, two tender bedfellows for dust, 
Fhy broken faith hath made the prey for 
worms. 

^’hat canst thou swear by now ? 

K, Rich. The time to come. 

Q. Eliz- That thou hast wronged in the 
time o'erpast; 

For I myself have many tears to wash 
Hereafter time, for time past wrong’d by 
thee. 3'>‘> 

The children live whose fathers thou hast 
slaughter’d, 

Ungovern’d youth, to wail it in their age; 
Ihe parents live whose children thou hast 
butcher’d, 

Old barren plants, to wail it with their age. 
Swear not by time to come ; for that thou 
hast 39 •) 

Misus’d ere us’d, by times ill-us’d o’erpast. 
K. Rich. As 1 intend to prosper and 
repent, 

5o thrive I in my dangerous aflairs 
Of hostile arms ! Myself myself confound ! 
Heaven and fortune bar me happy hours ! 
Day, yield me not thy light; nor, night, 
thy rest! 4 <m 

Be opposite all planets of good luck 
To my proceeding I—if, with dear heart’s 
love, 

Immaculate devotion, holy thoughts, 

I tender not thy beauteous princely 
daughter. 405 

In her consists my happiness and thine ; 
Without her, follows to myself and thee, 
Herself, the land, and many a Christian 
soul, 

Death, desolation, ruin, and decay. 

It cannot be avoided but by this ; 4*0 

It will not be avoided but by this* 
Therefore, dear mother—1 must call you 
so-— 

Be the attorney of my love to her; 

Plead what I will be, not what I have been ; 
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Not my deserts, but what I will deserve. 4*5 
Urge the necessity and state of times. 

And be not peevish-fond iti great designs. 

0- Shall 1 be tempted of the devil 
thus ? 

K. Rich. Ay, if the devil tempt you to do 
good. 

Q. Eliz. Shall 1 forget myself to be 
myself ? t-o 

K. Rich. Ay, if your self*s remembrance 
wrong yourself. 

Q. Eliz. Yet thou didst kill my children. 

K. Rich. But in your daughter’s womb 
I bury them ; 

Where, in that nest of spicery, they will 
breed 4:^4 

Selves of themselves, to your recomforturc. 

Q. Eliz- Shall I go win my daughter to 
thy will ? 

K. Rich. And be a happy mother by the 
deed. 

Q. Eliz. I go. Write to me very shortly, 
And you shall understand from me her 
mind. 

K. Rich. Bear her my true love’s kiss ; 
and so, farewell. j 

[Kissing her. Exit Queen Elizabeth. 
Relenting fool, and shallow, changing 
woman ! 

Enter Ratci.iff ; Catesby follouing. 

How now I what news ? 

Rat. Most mighty sovereign, on the 
western coast 

Rideth a puissant navy ; to our shores 
Throng many doubtful hollow-hearted 
friends, 435 

l^narm’d, and unresolv’d to beat them 
back. 

Tis thought that Richmond is their 
admiral; 

And there they hull, expecting but the aid 
Of Buckingham to welcome them ashore. 

K. Rich. Some light-foot friend post to 
the Duke of Norfolk. 440 

Ratcliff, thyself—or Catesby; where is he ? 

Cate. Here, my good lord. 

K. Rich. Catesby, fly to the Duke. 

Cafe. I will, my lord, with all convenient 
haste. 

K. Rich. Ratcliff, come hither. Post to 
Salisbury ; 

When thou com’st thither—[To Cates&yJ 
Dull, unmindful villain. 

Why stay’s! thou here, and go'st not to the 
Duke ? 445 

Cate. First, mighty liege, tell me your 
Highness’ pleasure. 

What from your Grace 1 shall deliver to 
him. 

K. Rich. O, true, good Catesby. Bid him 
levy straight 

The greatest strength and power that he 
can make 


And meet me suddenly at Salisbury^ 45" 

Cate. I go. [Exif. 

Rat. What, may it please you, shall I do 
at Salisbury ? 

K. Rich. Why, what wouldst thou do 
there before I go ? 

Rat. Your Highness told me 1 should 

post before. 453 

K. Rich. My mind is chang’d. 

Enter Lord Stanley. 

Stanley, what news with you. 

Stan. None good, my liege, to please you 
with the hearing; 

Nor none so bad but well may be reported. 

K. Rich. Hoyday, a riddle ! neither good 
nor bad I 

What nccd'st thou run so many miles 
about. 

When thou mayest tell thy tale the nearest 
way ? 

Once more, what news ? 

Stan. Richmond is on the seas. 

K. Rich. There let him sink, and be the 
seas on him ! 

Whitc-liver’d runagate, what doth he 
there ? 4<^5 

Sian. I know not, mighty sovereign, but 
by guess. 

K. Rich. Well, as you guess ? 

Stan. Stirr’d up by Dorset, Buckingham, 
and Morton, 

He makes for England here to claim the 
crown. 

K. Rich. Is the chair empty ? Is the 
sword unsway'd ? 4?" 

Is the King dead, the empire iinposscss’d ? 

W'hat heir of York is there alive but we ? 

And who is England's King but great 
York’s heir ? 

Then tell me what makes he upon the seas. 

Stan. Unless for that, my liege, I cannot 
guess. 475 

K. Rich. Unless for that he comes to be 
your liege. 

You cannot guess wherefore the Welshman 
comes. 

Thou wilt revolt and fly to him, I lear. 

Stan. No, my good lord ; therefore mis¬ 
trust me not. 

K. Rich. Where is thy power then, to 
beat him back ? t^o 

Where be thy tenants and thy followers ? 

Are tliey not now upon the western shore, 

Safe-conducting the rebels from their ships? 

Stan. No, my good lord, my friends are in 
the north. 

K. Rich. Cold friends to me. What do 
they in the north, 4»5 

When they should serve thefr sovereign in 
the west ? 

Stan. I'hey have not been commanded, 
mighty King. 

Pleaseth your Majesty to give me leave, 
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ril m!i.>ter up my friends and meet your 
Grace 

Where and what time your Majesty shall 
please. -i'h 

K, Rich. Ay, ay, thou wouldst be gone tc 
join with Richmond ; 

But ril not trust thee. 

Sian. Most mighty sovereign, 

You have no cause to hold my friendship 
doubtful. 

I never was nor never will be false. 4 ‘h 
K. Rich. Go, then, and muster men. But 
leave behind 

Your son, George Stanley. Lov:)k your heart 
be firm, 

Or else his head's assurance is but frail. 
Stan. So deal with him as I prove true 
to you. [Exit. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. My gracious so\ ercign, now in 
Devon sirlie, 500 

As I by friends arn well advertised. 

Sir Edward Courtney and the haughty 

prelate, 

Bishop of Exeter, his elder brother, 

With many rnoe confederates, are in arms. 

Enter another Messenger. 

2 Mess. In Kent, rny liege, the Guilfords 

are in arms; 505 

And every liour more competitors 
Flock to tlie re)H‘ls, and their power grows 
strong. 

Enter another Messenger. 

3 Mess. My lord, the army of great 

Buckingham— 

K. Rich. Out on you, owls ! Nothing but 
songs of death ? |He strikes him. 
There, take thou that till thou bring better 
news. 

3 Mess. The news 1 have to tell your 
Majesty 

Is that by sudden floods and fall of waters 
Buckingham's army is dispers’d and 
scatter’d ; 

And he himself wand’rcd away alone, 

No man knows whither. 

K. Rich. I cry thee mercy. 51? 

There is my purse to cure that blow of 
thine. 

Hath any well-advised friend proclaim’d 
Reward to him that brings the traitor in ? 

3 Mess. Such proclamation hath been 

made, mv 1 rd 

Enter another Messenger. 

4 Mess. Sir Thomas Lovel and Lord 

Ma rquis Dorset, r. • 

*Tis said, my liege, in Yorkshire are in arms. 
But this good comfort bring I to your 
Highncs.s— 

The Britaine navy is dispers’d by tempest. | 
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[Act 5 

Richmond in Dorsetshire sent out a boat 
Unto the shore, to ask (hose on the banks 
If they w ere his assistants, yea or no ; 
Who answer’d him they came from 
Buckingham 

Upon his party. He, mistrusting them, 
Hois’d sail, and made his course again for 
Britaine. 

K. Rich. March on, march on, since we 
are up in arms : 

If not to fight with foreign enemies, 

Yet to beat down those rebels here at home. 

Re-enter Catesby. 

Cate. My liege, the Duke of Buckingham 
is taken— 

That is the best news. That the Earl of 
Richmond si 1 

Is with a mighty power landed at Milford 
Is colder tidings, but yet they must be 
told. 

K. Rich. Away towards Salisbury 1 While 
we reason here 

A royal battle miglit be won and lost. 
Some one take order Buckingham be 
brought ri 

To Salisbury ; the rest march on with me. 

[Flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene V. Lord Derby*s house. 

Enter Stanli^y and Sir Christopher 
Urswick. 

Sian. Sir Christopher, tell Richmond this 
from me: 

That in the sty of the most deadly boar 
My son George Stanley is frank’d up in 
hold ; 

If I revolt, otT goes young George’s head ; 
The fear of that holds ofl' my present aid. 5 
So, get thee gone; commend me to thy 
lord. 

Withal say that the Queen hath heartily 
consented 

He should espouse Elizabeth her daughter. 
But tell me, where is princely Richmond 
now ? 

Chris. At Pembroke, or at Ha’rford west 
in Wales. 

.Stan. What men of name resort to him ? 

Chris. Sir Walter Herbert, a renowned 
soldier ; 

Sir Gilbert Talbot, Sir William Stanley, to 
O xford, redoubted Pembroke, Sir James 
Blirt, 

And Rice ap 'I hornas, with a valiant crew ; 
And many other of great name and worth ; 
And towards London do they bend their 
power, 

If by the way they be not fought withal, t s 

Sian. Well, hie thee to thy lord ; 1 kiss 
his hand; 

My letter will resolve him of my mind. 
Farewell. lExeunt. 
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ACT FIVE 

ScENK L Salisbury, An open place. 

Enter the SherilT and Guard, ivilh Bucking¬ 
ham, led to cxeculion. 

Buck, Will not King Richard let rnc speak 
with liim ? 

Slier. No, my good lord : therefore be 
patieiit. 

Buck. Hastings, and Edward's children, 
Grey, and Rivers, 

Holy King Henry, and thy fair son Edward, 
Vaughan, and all that have miscarried 
By underhand corrupted foul injustice, 
if that your moody discontented souls 
Do through the clouds behold this presenl 
hour, 

Hven for revenge mock my destruction ! 
This is AT Souls’ day, fellow, is it not ? i- 
SJjc). It i i, my lord. 

Buck, Why, then All-Souls’ day is my 
. body’s dooms Jay. 

This is the day which in King Edward’s time 
1 wisli’d might fall on me when 1 was found 
T alse to his children and his wife’s allies ; 
This is the day wherein I wish’d to fall i* 
By the false faith of him whom most I 
trusted ; 

This, this Ali-l oul>’ day to my fearful soul 
Is the determin’d respite of my wrongs; 
That high All-Seer which 1 dallied with 
Hath turn’d my feigned prayer on my head 
And gi\’en in earnest what 1 begg’d in jest. 
Thus doth He force the swords of wicked 
men 

ho turn their own points in their masters’ 
bosoms. 

Thus Margaret's curse falls heavy on my 
neck. 

‘ W'hen he ’ quoth she ' shall split thy heart 
with sorrow. 

Remember Margaret was a prophetess.’ 
Come lead me, officers, to the block of 
shame; 

Wrong hath but wrong, and blame the due 
of blame. lExeuni. 

Scene II. Camp near Tamworlh. 

Enter Richmond, Oxford, Sir James 
Bluni', Sir Walter Herbf:rt, and 
Others, ivith drum and colours. 

Richm. Fellows in arms, and my most 
loving friends, 

Bruis’d underneath the yoke of tyranny. 
Thus far into the bowels of the land 
Have w'e march'd on without impediment; 
And here receive we from our father 
Stanley 

Lines of fair comfort and encouragement. 
The wretched, bloody, and usurping boar, 
That spoil’d your summer fields and fruitful 
vines, i 


Swiils your warm blood like wash, and 
makes his trough 

In your ernbow'di’d bosoms—this foul 
swine jo 

Is now even in the centre of this isle, 

Near to the town of Leicester, as we learn. 

From Tam worth thither is but one day’s 
march. 

In God’s name checrly on, courageous 
friends, 

I'o reap tlic harvest of perpetual peace 15 

By this one bloody trial of sharp war. 

Oxf. Every man's conscience is a thou¬ 
sand men. 

To fight against this guilty homicide. 

Herb. 1 doubt not but his friends will 
turn to us. 

Blunt. He hath no friends but what are 
friends for tear, m 

Which in his dearest need w ill fly from him. 

Richm. All for our vantage. Then in 
(MHi’s name march. 

True hope is swift and flics with swallow’s 
w ings; 

Kings it rnaKos gods, and meaner creatures 
kings. 

Scene HI. Bosworth Eield. 

Enter King Richard in arms, wifh Nor¬ 
folk, Ravclii F, the Eakl of Sukkey, 

and ethers. 

K. Rich. Here pitch our tent, even here 
in Bosworth field. 

My Lord of Surrey, why look you so sad ? 

Sur. My heart is ten times lighter than 
my looks. 

K. Rich. My Lord of Norfolk ! 

Nor. Mere, most gracious liege. 

K. Rich. Norfolk, we must liave knocks ; 
ha I must we not ? s 

Nor. We must both give and take, my 
loving lord. 

K. Rich. L'p with my tent 1 Here will I 
lie to-night; 

[.So/dters l^egin to set up the King's tent. 

But where to-morrow ? Well, all’s one for 
that. 

Who hath descried the number of the 
traitors ? 

Nor. Six or seven thousand is their 
utmost power. 10 

K. Rich. Why, our battalia trebles that 
account; 

Besides, the King's name is a tower of 
strength, 

Which they upon the adverse faction want. 

Up with the tent I Come, noble gentle¬ 
men, 

Let us survey the vantage of the ground. 15 

Call for some men of sound direction. 

Let’s lack no discipline, make no delay ; 

For, lords, to-morrow is a busy day. 

{Exeunt. 
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Entert on the other side of the Field, Rich¬ 
mond, Sir William Brandon, Oxford, 

Dorset, and Oth:rs. Some pilch Rich¬ 
mond's tent. 

Richm. The weary sun hath made a 
golden set. 

And by the bright tract of his fiery car 
Gives token of a goodly day to-morrow. 
Sir William Brandon, you shall bear my 
standard. 

Give me some ink and paper in my tent, 
ril draw the form and model of our battle. 
Limit each leader to his several charge, -5 
And part in just proportion our small 
power. 

My Lord of Oxford—you. Sir William 
Brandon— 

And you. Sir Walter Herbert—stay with 
me. 

The Earl of Pembroke keeps his regiment; 
Good Captain Blunt, bear my good night to 
him, 

And by the second hour in the morning 
Desire the Earl to see me in my tent. 

Vet one thing more, good Captain, do for 
me— 

Where is Lord Stanley quarter’d, do you 
know ? 

Blunt. Unless I have mista’en his colours 
much— 35 

Which well I am assur'd 1 have not done—- 
His regiment lies half a mile at least 
South from the mighty power of the 
King. 

Richm. If without peril it be possible, 

, Sweet Blunt, make some good means to 

speak with him 10 

And give him from me this most needful 
note, 

BUint. Upon my life, my lord. I’ll under¬ 
take it; 

And so, God give you quiet rest to-night! 

Richm. Good n’ght, good Captain Blunt. 
Come, gentlemen, u 

Let us consult upon to-morrow’s business. 

In to my tent; the dew is raw and cold. 

[They withdraw into the tent. 

Enter, to his tent, King Richard, Norfolk, 
Ratcliff, and Catesby. 

K. Rich. What is’t o’clock ? 

Cate. It’s supper-time, my lord ; 

It's nine o’clock. 

K. Rich. I will not sup to-night. 
Give me some ink and paper. 

What, is my beaver easier than it was ? m» 
And all my armour laid into my tent ? 

Cate. It is, my liege; and all things are 
in readiness. 

K. Rich. Good Norfolk, hie thee to thy 
charge; 

Use careful watch, choose trusty sentinels. 

Nor. 1 go, my lord. 55 
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[Act 5 

K. Rich. Stir with the lark to-morrow, 
gentle Norfolk. 

Nor. 1 warrant you, my lord. [Exit. 
K. Rich. Catesby! 

Cate. My lord ? 

K. Rich. Send out a pursuivant-at-arms 
To Stanley’s regiment; bid him bring his 
power (>o 

Before sunrising, lest his son George fall 
Into the blind cave of eternal night. 

(Ext! Catesby. 

Fill me a bowl of wine. Give me a watch. 
Saddle white Surrey for the field to-morrow. 
Look that ray staves be sound, and not too 
heavy. 6^ 

Ratcliff! 

Rat. My lord ? 

K. Rich. Saw’st thou the melancholy 
Lord Northumberland ? 

RaL Thomas the Earl of Surrey and 
himself, 

Much about cock-shut time, from troop to 
troop 70 

Went through the army, cheering up the 
soldiers. 

K. Rich. So, I am satisfied. Give me a 
bowl of wine. 

I have not that alacrity of spirit 

Nor cheer of mind that I was wont to have. 

Set it down. Is ink and paper ready ? 

Rat. It is, my lord. 75 

K. Rich. Bid my guard watch ; leave me, 
Ratcliff, about the mid of night come to my 
tent 

And help to arm me. Leave me, I say. 

[Exit Ratcliff. Richard sleeps. 

Enter Derby to Richmond in his tent; 
Lords attending. 

Der. Fortune and victory sit on | thy 
helm! 

Richm. All comfort that the dark night 
can afford 

Be to thy person, noble father-in-Jaw 1 
Tell me, how fares our loving mother ? 
Der. I, by attorney, bless thee from 
thy mother, 

W'ho prays continually for Richmond’s 
good. h4 

So much for that. The silent hours steal on, 
And flaky darkness breaks within the east. 
In brief, for so the season bids us be. 
Prepare thy battle early in the morning, 
And put thy fortune to the arbitrement «•> 
Of bloody strokes and mortal-staring war. 
I, as 1 may—that which 1 would I cannot— 
With best advantage will deceive the time 
And aid thee in this doubtful shock of arms; 
But on thy side 1 may not be too forward. 
Lest, being seen, thy brother, tender 
George, 95 

Be executed in his father’s sight. 

Farewell; the leisure and the fearful time 
Cuts off the ceremonious vows of love 
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Scene 3] 

And ample interchange of sweet discourse 
Which so-long-sund’red friends should 
dwell upon. loo 

God give us leisure for these rites of love ! 
Once more, adieu ; he valiant, and speed 
well! 

Hichm, Good lords, conduct him to his 
regiment, 

ril strive with troubled thoughts to take a 
nap, 

Lest leaden slumber peise me down to¬ 
morrow lOji 

When I should mount with wings of victory. 
Once more, good night, kind lords and 
gentlemen, 

liKxennt all but Richmond, 
O 1 hou, whose captain I account myself. 
Look on my forces with a gracious eye ; 
Put in their hands Thy bruising irons of 
wrath, tt(. 

That thev may crush down with a heavy 
fall 

The usurping helmets of our adversaries i 
Make us Thy ministers of chastisement, 
That we may praise 1’hee in the victory I 
To Thee 1 do commend my watchful soul 
Ere 1 let fall the windows of mine eyes. 
Sleeping and waking, O, defend me still \ 

[Sleeis. 

Hntvr the Ghost o/’yottng Piunck Edward, 
son to Henry the Sixth. 

Ghost. (To Richard] l et me sit heavy on 
thy soul to-morrow I 

Think how thou stabbMst me in my prime 
of youth no 

At Tewksbury ^despair, therefore, and die ! 
I'i o Ricfmiondl Be cheerful, Richmond ; for 
the wronged souls 

Of butcher'd princes fight in thy behalf. 
King Henry's issue, Richmond, comforts 
thee. 

Enter the Ghost of Henry the Sixth. 

Ghost. [To Richard] When I was mortal, 
my anointed body 

By thee was punched full of deadly holes. 
Think on the Tower and me. Despair, and 
die. ^'0 

Harry the Sixth bids thee despair and die. 
[To Richmond] Virtuous and holy, be thou 
conqueror 1 

Harry, that prophesied thou shouldst be 
King, 

Doth comfort thee in thy sleep. Live and 
flourish! 130 

Enter the Ghost of Clarence. 

Ghost. (To Richard] Let me sit heavy in 
thy soul to-morrow 1 

I that was wash’d to death with fulsome 
wine, 

Poor Clarence, by thy guile betray'd to 

death 1 


To-morrow in the battle think on me, 

And fall thy edgeless sword. Despair and 
die! 135 

(To Richmond] Thou offspring of the house 
of Lancaster, 

The wronged heirs of York do pray for thee. 
Good angels guard thy battle ! Live and 
flourish I 

Enter the Ghosts of Rivers, Grey, and 
Vaitghan. 

Rir. [To Richard] Let me sit heavy in thy 
soul to-morrow, 

Rivers that died at Pom fret! Despair and 
die ! I 

Grey. [To Richard I Think upon Grey, and 
let thy soul despair ! 

Vaugh. [To Ricliardj Think upon 
Vaughan, and with guilty fear 
Let fall thy lance. Despair and die ! 

AH. (To Richmond] Awake, and think our 
WTongs in Riclurd's bosom 144 
W ill conquer him. Awake and w in the day. 

Enter the Ghost of Hastings. 

Ghost. [To Richard] Bloody and guilty, 
giiiltilv awake, 

And in a bloody battle end thy days ! 
Think on Lord Hastings. Despair and die. 
I To Richmond] Quiet untroul Hd soul, 
awake, awake! 

Arm, fight, and conquer, for fair England's 
sake! j 50 

Enter the Ghosts of the ttvo young Princes. 

Ghosts. [To Richard) Dream on thy cousins 
smothered in the Tower. 

Let us be lead within thy bosom, Richard, 
And weigh thee down to ruin, shame, and 
cleath! 

Thy nephew s’ souls bid thee despair and die. 
[To Richmondl Sleep, Richmond, sleep in 
peace, and wake in joy; 155 

Good angels guard thee from the boar's 
annoy! 

Live, and beget a happy race of kings ! 
Edward's unhappy sons do bid thee flourish. 

Enter the Ghost of Lady Anne, his wife. 

Ghost. (To Richard] Richard, thy wife, 
that wretched Anne thy wife 
That never slept a quiet hour with thee ujo 
N ow fills thy sleep with perturbations. 
To-morrow in the battle think on me, 

And fall thy edgeless sw'ord. Despair and 
die. 

[7o Richmond] Thou quiet soul, sleep thou 
a ijuiet sleep; 

Dream of success and happy victory. 

Thy adversary's wife doth pray for thee. 

Enter the Ghost of Buckingham. 

Ghost. [To Richard] The first was I that 
help'd thee to the crown ; 
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The last was I that felt thy tyranny. 

O, in the battle think on Buckingham, 

And die in terror of thy guiltiness ! i7« 

Dream on, dream on of bloody deeds and 
death ; 

Fainting, despair; despairing, yield thy 
breath! 

[To Richmond} I died for hope ere 1 could 
lend thee aid; 

But cheer thy heart and he thou not 
dismay'd : 

God and good angels fight on Richmond’s 
side; >/! 

And Richard falls in height of all his pride. 

[The Ghosts vanish. Richard starts 
out of his dream. 

K. Rich. Give me another horse. Bind up 
my wounds. 

Have mercy, Jesu ! Soft! I did but dream. 
O coward conscience, how dost thou afflict 
me! 

The lights burn blue. It is now dead 
midnight. lo 

Cold fearful drops stand on my trembling 
flesh. 

What do I fear ? Myself ? There’s none 
else by. 

Richard loves Richard ; that is, I am 1 . 

Is there a murderer here ? No—yes, I am. 
Then fly. What, from myself ? Great 
reason why— j >5 

Lest I revenge. What, myself upon myself! 
Alack, I love myself. Wherefore ? For any 
good 

That I myself have done unto myself ? 

O, no ! Alas, I rather hate myself 

For hateful deeds committed by myself! 

I am a villain ; yet I lie, I am not. 

Fool, of thyself speak well. Fool, do not 
flatter. 

My conscience hath a thousand several 
tongues, i‘)3 

And every tongue brings in a several tale. 
And every tale condemns me for a villain. 
Perjury, perjury, in the high’st degree ; 
Murder, stern murder, in the dir'st degree ; 
All several sins, all us’d in each degree. 
Throng to the bar, crying all ' Guilty ’. 
guilty 1 * 

I shall despair. There is no creature loves 
me; 200 

And if I die no soul will pity me : 

And wherefore should they, since that 1 
myself 

Find in myself no pity to myself ? 
Metheught the souls of all that I had 
murder’d 

Came to my tent, and every one did threat 
To-morrow’s vengeance on the head of 
Richard. 200 

Enter Ratcliff. 

Rat My lord! 

K. Rich. Zounds, who is there ? 

744 


[Act 5 

Rat Ratcliff, my lord ; *tis I. The early 
village-cock 

Hath twice done salutation to the morn ; 
Your friends are up and buckle on their 
armour. 2 jx 

K. Rich. O KatcUtf, I have dream’d a 
fearful dream ! 

What think'st thou—will our friends prove 
all true ? 

Rat No doubt, mv lord. 

K. Rich. O Ratcliff, 1 fear, I fear. 

Rat. Nay, good my lord, be not afraid of 
shadows. 21;^ 

K. Rich. By the apostle Paul, shadow's 
to-night 

Have struck more terror to the soul of 
Richard 

Than can the substance of ten thousand 
soldiers 

Armed in proof and led by shallow 
Richmond. 219 

’Tis not yet near day. Come, go with 
me ; 

Under our tents I’ll play the caves-dropper, 
To see if any mean to shrink from me. 

[Exewnf. 

Enter the Lords to RiciiMONn sitting in his 
tent. 

Lords. Good morrow, Richmond ! 

Richm. Cry mercy, lords and watchful 
gcnllemen, 

That you have ta’en a tardy sluggard here. 

holds. How' have you slept, my lord ? 

Richm. The sw^cctcst sleep and fairest- 
boding dreams 

I'hat ever ent’red in a drowsy head 
Have I since your departure liad, my lords. 
Methought their souls whose bodies Richard 
murder’d ■30 

Came to my tent and cried on victory. 

I promise you my soul is very jocund 
In the remembrance of so fair a dream. 
How far into the morning is it, lords ? 

Lords. Upon the stroke of four. 235 

Richm. Why, then ’tis time to arm and 
give direction. 

His Oration to his Soldiers. 

More than 1 have said, loving countrymen. 
The leisure and enforcement of the time 
Forbids to dwell upon ; yet remember this : 
God and our good cause light upon our side; 
The prayers of holy saints and wronged 
souls, 1:41 

Like high-rear’d bulwarks, stand betore our 
faces ; 

Richard except, those whom we fight 
against 

Had rather have us win than him they 
follow. 

For what is he they follow ? Truly, gentle¬ 
men, 243 

A bloody tyrant and a homicide; 
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Scene 3] 

One rais'd in blood, and one in blood 
establish’d; 

One that made means to come by what he 
hath. 

And slaughtered those that were the means 
to help him ; 

A base foul stone, made precious by the 
foil 

Of England's cha r, where he is falsely set; 
One that hath ever been God’s enemy. 
Then if you fight against God’s enemy, 
God will in justice ward you as his soldiers ; 
If you do sweat to put a tyrant down, 

You sleep in peace, the tyrant being slain ; 
If you do fight against your country’s foes, 
Y'oiir country’s fat shall pay your pains the 
hire ; 

If you do fight in safeguard of your wives, 
Your wives shall welcome home the con¬ 
querors ; 

If you do free your children from the sword, 
Your children’s children quits it in your 
age. 

Then, in the name of God and all these 
rights, 

Advance your standards, draw your willing 
swords. 

For me, the ransom of my bold attempt 
Shall be this cold corpse on the earth’s cold 
face; 

But if 1 thrive, the gain of my attempt 
The least of you shall share his part thereof, 
Sound drums and trumpets boldly and 
cheerfully; 

God and Saint George ! Richmond and 
victory! fHxeiuif. 

Re-enter King Richard, Ratclii-t, 
Attendants, and Forces. 

fC. Rich. What said Northumberland as 
touching Richmond ? -vi 

Rat, That he was never trained up in 
arms. 

K, Rich, He said the truth; and what 
said Surrey then ? 

Rat, He smil’d, and said ‘ The better for 
our purpose 274 

K. Rich, He was in the right; and so 
indeed it is. [Clock strikes. 

Tell the clock there. Give me a calendar. 
Who saw the sun to-day ? 

Raf. Not 1 , my lord. 

K. Rich. Then he disdains to shine ; for 
by the book 

He should have brav’d the east an hour 
ago. 

A black day will it be to somebody. 
Ratcliff 1 

Rat. My lord ? 

K, Rich. The sun will not be seen to-day; 
The sky doth frown and lour upon our 
army. 

I would these dewy tears were from the 
ground. 


Not shine to-day ! Why, what is that to me 
More than to Richmond ? For the selfsame 
heaven 

That frowns on me looks sadly upon him. 

Enter Norfolk. 

Nor. Arm, arm, my lord ; the foe vaunts 
in the field. 

K. Rich. Come, bustle, bustle ; caparison 
my horse; 

Call up Lord Stanley, bid him bring his 
power. 290 

I will lead forth my soldiers to the plain. 
And thus my battle shall be ordered : 

My foieward shall be drawn out all in 
length. 

Consisting equally of horse and foot; 

Our archers shall be placed in the midst. ^-95 
John Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Earl of 
Surrey, 

Shall have the leading of this foot and horse. 
They thus directed, we will follow 
In the main battle, whose puissance on 
either side '-^99 

Shall be well winged with our chiefest horse. 
This, and Saint George to boot! What 
think’st thou, N\>rfolk ? 

Nor. A good direction, warlike sovereign. 
This found 1 on my tent this morning. 

[He shcu'cth him a paper. 

K. Rich. [Reads] 

* Jockey to Norfolk, be not so bold, 
For Dickon thy master is bought and 
sold.’ 305 

A thing devised by the enemy. 

Go, gentlemen, every man unto his charge. 
Let not our babbling dreams affright our 
souls ; 

Conscience is but a word that cowards use. 
Devis’d at first to keep the strong in awe. 
Our strong arms be our conscience, swords 
our law. 311 

March on, join bravely, let us to it pell-mell; 
If not to heaven, then hand in hand to 
hell. 

His Oration to his Army. 

What sha'l I say more than 1 have inforr’d? 
Remember whom you are to cope \uthal— 
A sort of vagabonds, rascals, and runaways, 
A scum of Britain es, and base lackey 
peasants, 317 

Whom their o’cr-cloyed country vomits 
forth 

To desperate adventures and assur’d 
destruction. 

You sleeping safe, they bring to you unrest; 
You having lands, and bless’d with 
beauteous wives, 

They would restrain the one, distain the 
other. 32-' 

And who doth lead them but a paltry 
fellow. 

Long kept in Britaine at our mother’s cost ? 
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A milk-3op, one that never in his life 
Felt so much cold as over shoes in snow ? 
Let^s whip these stragglers o’er the seas 
again ; 

Lash hence these over-weening rags of 
France, 

These famish’d beggars, weary of their 
lives : 

Who. but for dreaming on this fond exploit. 
For want of means, poor rats, had hang’d 
themselves. 

If we be conquered, let men conquer us. 
And not these bastard Britaines, whom our 
fathers 

Have in their own land beaten, bebb’d, and 
thump’d, 

And, in record, left them the heirs of shame. 
Shall these enjoy our lands ? lie with our 
wives, 

Ravish our daughters ? [Drum afar off] 
Hark ! I hear their dram. 

Fight, gentlemen of England I Fight, bold 
yeomen ! 

Draw, archers, draw your arrows to the 
head ! 

Spur your proud horses hard, and ride in 
blood; 340 

Amaze the welkin with your broken staves ! 

Enter a Messenger. 

What i^ays Lord Stanley ? Will he bring 
his power ? 

Mess. My lord, he doth deny to come. 

K. Rich. Od with his son George’s head ! 

Nor. My lord, the enemy is pass’d the 
marsh, 34 

After the battle let George Stanley die. 

K. Rich. A thousand hearts are great 
within my bosom. 

Advance our standards, set upon our foes ; 
Our ancient word of courage, fair Saint 
George, 34'4 

Inspire us with the spleen of fiery dragons I 
LJpon them ! Victory sits on our helms. 

I Exeunt, 

ScHNK IV. Another part of the field. 

Alarum ; excursions. Enter Norfolk and 
Forces ; to him Catksby. 

Cate. Rescue, my Lord of Norfolk, rescue, 
rescue! 

The King enacts more wonders than a man, 
Daring an opposite to cvery^ danger. 

His horse is slain, and all on foot he fights, 
Seeking for Richmond in the throat of 
death. 5 

Rescue, fair lord, or else the day is lost. 

Alarums. Enter Kino Richard. 

K. Rich. A horse I a horse ! my kingdom 
for a horse! 

Cafe. Withdraw, my lord j I'll help you 
to a horse. 


K. Rich. Slave, I have set my life upon 
a cast 

And 1 will stand the hazard of the die, 10 
1 think there be six Richmonds in the field ; 
Five have I slain to-day inst5ad of him. 

A horse ! a horse ! my kingdom for a horse ! 

IHxeunf. 

S'cKNK V. Another part of the field. 

Alarum. Enter Richard and Richmond : 

they fight ; Richard is slain. Retreat and 

Flourish. Enter Richmond, Derby 

hearing the crown, with other Lords. 

Richm. God and your arms be prais’d, 
victorious friends ; 

The day is ours, the bloody dog is dead. 

Der. Courageous Richmond, well hast 
thou acquit thee ! 

Lo, here, this long-usurped royalty 
From the dead temples of this bloody 
wretch 5 

Have I pluck’d oft, to grace thy brows 
withal. 

Wear it, enjoy it, and make much of it. 

Richm. Great God of heaven, say Amen 
to all! 

B It, tell me is young George Stanley living. 

Der. He is, my lord, and safe in Leicester 
town, »o 

Whither, if it please you, we may now with¬ 
draw us. 

Richm. What men of name are slain on 
either side ? 

Der. John Duke of Norfolk, Walter Lord 
Ferrers, 

Sir Robert Brakenbury, and Sir William 
Brandon. 

Richm. Inter their bodies as becomes 
their births, 15 

Proclaim a pardon to the soldiers fled 
That in submission will return to us. 

And then, as we have ta’en the sacrament. 
We will unite the white rose and the red. 
Smile heaven upon this fair conjunction, 20 
That long have frown’d upon their enmity I 
What traitor hears me, and says not amen ? 
England hath long been mad, and scarr’d 
herself; 

The brother blindly shed the brother’s 
blood, 

The father rashly slaughter’d his own son, 25 
The son, compell’d, been butcher to the 
sire; 

All this divided York and Lancaster, 
Divided in their dire division, 

O, now let Richmond and Elizabeth, 

The true succeeders of each royal house, 3« 
By God’s fair ordinance conjoin together! 
And let their heirs, God, if thy will be so, 
Enrich the time to come with smooth-fac'd 
peace, 

With smiling plenty, and fair prosperous 
days I 34 
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Sceae 5] 

Abate the edge of traitors, gracious Lord, 
That would reduce these bloody days again 
And make poor England weep in streams 
of blood! 

Let them not live to taste this land’s 
increase 


KING RICHARD THE THIRD 

That would with treason wound this fair 
land’s peace! 

Now civil wounds are stopp’d, peace lives 
again— 40 

That she may long live here, God say amen! 

[Excunl. 
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KING HENRY THE EIGHTH 


DRAMATIS PERSON.-E 


King Hiinuy the Eighth. Grht hh, gcntlomn'uslier to Queen 

CvRniXAL WoLSEY. Katharine. 

Cardinal CampivIlt.. Three Gentlemen. 

Capdcujs, Ambassador from the Emperor Dr. Butts, physician to the King. 


CharUs V. 

CrANMER, ARLHIilSHOP OV CANTERBURY. 

Duke op Nori olk. 

Duke of Buckingham* 

Duke of Suffolk. 

Earl of Surrey. 

Lord Chamberlain. 

Lord Chancellor. 

Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester. 

Bish p of Lincoln. 

Lord Abhrg\\ fnn y. 

Lord Sanuys. 

Sir Henry Guildford. 

Sir Thomas Lovell. 

Sir Anthony Denny. 

Sir Nicholas Vaux. 

Secretaries to Wolsey. 

Cromwell, servant to Wolsey. 


Garter KiiiR-at-Arms. 

Surveyor to the Duke of Buckingham. 

Brandon, and a SergeanNat-Arms. 

Doorkeeper o? the Council Chamber. 

Porter, and his Man. 

Page to Dardiner. 

A Crier. 

Queen Katharine, wife to King Henry, 
afterwards diivtced. 

Annic Bullen, her Maid of Honour, after- 
wards Queen. 

An old Lady, fricaJ to Anne BuLea. 

Patience, woman to Oucim Katharine. 

Lord Mayor. Aldermen. ! ords and Cadies 
in the Diimh 'nitons: Women afhmding 
upon the Qiteeti ; Scnbes, Officers, 
Guards, and other Attendants; Spirits. 


The Scene: London; Westminster; KimholUm. 


THE PROLOGUE 

I come no more to make you laugh ; things 
now 

That bear a weighty and a serious broAv, 
Sad, high, and working, full of state and 
woe, 

Such noble .scenes as draw the eye to flow, 
We now present. Those that can pity here 5 
May, if they think it well, let fall a tear: 
The subject will deserve it. Such as give 
Their money out of hope they may believe 
May here find truth too. Those that come 
to see 

Only a show or two, and so agree w 
The play may pass, if they be still and 
willing, 

ITl undertake may see away their shiUing 
Richly in two short hours. Only they 
That come to hear a merry bawdy play, 

A noise of targets, or to see a fellow 15 
In a long motley coat guarded with yellow, 
Will be deceiv’d ; for, gentle hearers, know, 
To rank our chosen truth with such a .show 
As fool and ftgh* is, beside forfeiting 
Our own brains, and the opinion that we 
bring 

To make that only true we now intend. 
Will leave us never an understanding friend. 
Therefore, for goodness sake, and as you 
are known 

The first and happiest hearers of the town, 
Be sad, as we would make ye. Think ye sec 
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The very persons of our noble story ?.b 
As they were living ; think you see them 
great, 

And follow’d with the general throng and 
sweat 

Of thousand friends ; then, in a moment, 
see 

How soon this mightiness meets misery. 30 
And if you can be merry then, Til say 
A man may weep upon his wedding-day. 

ACT ONE 

Scene I. London. The palace. 

Enter the Duke of Norfolk at one door ; 
at the other, the Duke of Buckingham 
and the Lord Abergavenny. 

Buck. Good morrow , and well met. How 
have ye done 

Since last wc saw in ETance ? 

Nor. I thank your Grace, 

Healthful; and ever since a fresh admirer 
Of what I saw there. 

Buck. An untimely ague i 

Stay’d me a prisoner in my chamber when 
Those suns of glory, those two lights of men, 
Met in the vale of Andren. 

Nor. ’Twixt Guynes and Ardc— 

I was then present, saw them salute on 
horseback; 

Beheld them, when they lighted, how they 
clung 
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Scene 1] 

In their embracement, as they grew to¬ 
gether ; lo 

Which had they» what four thron’d ones 
could have weigh’d 
Such a compounded one ? 

Buck. All the whole time 

I was my chamber’s prisoner. 

Nor. Then you lost 

The view of earthly glory ; men might say, 
Till this time pomp was single, but now 
married i-. 

To one above itself. Each following day 
Became the next day’s master, till the last 
Made former wonders its. To-day the 
French, 

All clinquant, all in gold, like heathen gods, 
Shone down the English ; and to-morrow 
they 

Made Britain India : every man that stood 
Show’d like a mine. Their dwarfish pages 
were 

As cherubiiis, all gilt; the madams too. 
Not us’d to toil, did almost sweat to bear 
The pride upon them, that their very labour 
Was to them as a painting. Now this 
mas |ue 

Was cried incomparable ; and th' ensuing 
night 

Made it a fool and beggar. The two kings, 
Equal in lustre, w'ere now best, now worst, 
As presence did present them : him in eye 
Still him in praise ; and being present both, 
'I'w'as said they saw but one, and no 
discerner 3- 

Durst wag his tongue in censure. When 
these suns— 

For so they phrase ’em—by their heralds 
challeng’d 

The noble spirits to arms, they did perform 
Beyond thought’s compass, that former 
fabulous story, 3 - 

Being now seen pvsssible enough, got credit. 
That Bevis was believ’d. 

Buck. O, you go far ! 

Nor. As I belong to worship, and affect 
In honour honesty, the tract of cv’rything 
Would by a good discourser lose some life 
Which action’s self was tongue to. All was 
royal: 42 

To the disposing of it nought rebell’d ; 
Order gave each thing view. The office did 
Distinctly his full function 

Buck. Who did guide— 4 s 

I mean, who set the body and the limbs 
Of this great sport togetiier, as you guess ? 

Nor. One, certes, that promises no 
element 

In such a business. 

Buck. I pray you, who, my lord ? 

Nor. All this was ord'red by the good 
discretion :'•> 

Of the right reverend Cardinal of York. 

Buck. The devil speed him I No man’s pie 
is freed 


From his ambitious finger. Wliat had he 
To do in these fierce vanities ? 1 wonder 
rhat such a keech can with his very bulk =55 
Take up the rays o' th’ beneficial sun, 

And keep it from the earth. 

Nor. Surely, sir, 

There’s in him stuff that puts him to these 
ends ; 

For, being not propp’d by ancestry, whose 
grace 5 'j 

Chalks successors their way, nor call’d upon 
For high feats done to th' crown, neither 
allied 

lo eminent assistants, hut spider-like. 

Out of his self-drawing web, ' a gives us 
note 

The force of his own merit makes his way— 
A gift that heaven gives for him, which 
buys 

A place next to the King. 

Aber. I cannot tell 

What heaven hath given him—let some 
graver eye 

Pierce into that ; hut 1 can sec his pride 
Peep through each part of him. Vv hence 
has he that / 

If not frv'irn hell, the devil is a niggard 70 
Or has given all before, and he begins 
A new hell in himself. 

Buck. Why the devil, 

I’pon this French going out, took he upon 
him— 

Without the privity o’ th’ King—t’ 
appoint 

Who should attend on him ? He makes up 
the file 75 

Of all the gentry ; for the most part such 
To whom as great a charge as little honour 
He meant to lay upon ; and his own letter. 
The honourable board of council out, 

Must fetch him in he papers. 

Aber. I do know 80 

Kinsmen of mine, three at the least, that 
have 

By this so sicken’d their estates that never 
lltey shall abound as lormoiiy. 

Buck. O, many 

Have broke their backs with laying manors 
on ’em 

For this great journey. What did this 
vanity 85 

But minister communication of 
A most poor issue ? 

Nor. Grievingly I think 

The peace hetw^een the French and us not 
values 

The cost that did conclude it. 

Buc':. Every man, 

After the hideous storm that follow'd, was 
A tiling inspir’d, and, not consulting, f.>roke 
Into a general prophecy—that this tempest, 
Dashitig the garment of this peace, a boded 
The sudden breach on’t. 

Nor, Which is budded out; 
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For France hath flawM the league, and 

hath attached 95 

Our merchants’ goods at Bordeaux, 

Aber, Is it therefore 

Th’ ambassador is silenc’d ? 

Nor, Marry, is’t. 

Abcr, A proper title of a peace, and 

purchas’d 

At a superfluous rate ! 

Buck. Why, all this business 

Our reverend Cardinal carried. 

Nor. Like it your Grace, iw; 

The state takes notice of the private 
difference 

Betwixt you and the Cardinal. I advise 
you— 

And take it from a heart that wishes to¬ 
wards you 

Honour and plenteous safety—that you 
read 

The Cardinal’s malice and his potency 
Together ; to consider further, that 
What his high hatred would effect wants 
not 

A minister in his power. You know his 
nature, 

That he's revengeful; and 1 know his 
sword 

Hath a sharp edge—it’s long and't may be 
said t j o 

It reaches far, and where ‘twill not extend. 
Thither he darts it. Bosom up my counsel. 
You’ll find it wholesome. Lo, where comes 
that rock 

That I advise your shunning. 

Enter Cardinal Wolsey, the purse borne 
before him, certain of the Guard, and two 
Secretaries with papers. The Cardinal in 
his passage fixeth his eye on Buckingham, 
and Buckingham on him, both full of 
disdain, 

Wol. The Duke of Buckingham's sur¬ 
veyor ? Ha ! 115 

Wheie’s his examination ? 

1 Seer. Here, so please you. 

Wol. Is he in person ready ? 

1 Seer. Ay, please your Grace. 

Wol. Well, we shall then know more, and 
Buckingham 

Shall lessen this big look. 

[Hxeunf Wolsey and his Train. 
Buck. This butcher’s cur is venom- 
mouth’d, and I 

Ha\'e not the power to muzzle him ; there¬ 
fore best I ::i 

Not wake him in his slumber. A beggar’s 
book 

Out worths a noble’s blood. 

Nor, What, are you chaf'd ? 

Ask God for temp’rance; that's th* appli¬ 
ance only 

Wliich your disease requires. 

Buck. 1 read in’s looks 
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[Act 1 

Matter against me, and his eye revil’d 
Me as his abject object. At this instant 
He bores me with some trick. He’s gone to 
th’ King; 

I’ll follow, and outstare him. 

Nor, Stay, my lord. 

And let your reason with your choler 
question 1 ho 

What ’tis you go about. To climb steep 
hills 

Requires slow pace at first. Anger is like 
A full hot horse, who being allow’d his way, 
Self-mettle tires him. Not a man in 
England 

Can advise me like you : be to yourself 133 
As you would to your friend. 

Buck. I’ll to the King, 

And from a mouth of honour quite cry 
down 

This Ipswich fellow’s insolence; or proclaim 
There’s difference in no persons. 

Nor, Be advis'd: 

Heat not a furnace for your foe so hot 
That it do singe yourself. We may outrun 
By violent swiftness that which w^e run at, 
And lose by over-running. Know you not 
The fire that mounts the liquor tifl’t run 
o’er 

In seeming to augment it wastes it ? Be 
advis’d. 143 

I say again there is no English soul 
More stronger to direct you than yourself, 
If with the sap of reason you would quench 
Or but allay the fire of passion. 

Buck, Sir, 

I am thankful to you, and I’ll go along 130 
By your prescription ; but this top-proud 
fellow— 

Whom from the flow of gall 1 name not, but 
From sincere motions, by intelligence. 

And proofs as clear as founts in July when 
We see each grain of gravel—I do know »3 3 
To be corrupt and treasonous. 

Nor. Say not treasonous. 

Buck. To th’ King I’ll say’t, and make 
my vouch as strong 

As shore of rock. Attend : this holy fox, 
Or wolf, or both—for he is equal rav’nous 
As he is .subtle, and as prone to mischief 
As able to perform’t, his mind and place 
Infecting one another, yea, reciprocally— 
Only to show his pomp as well in France 
As here at home, suggests the King our 
master 

To this last costly treaty, th’ interview 1*5 
That swallowed so much treasure and like a 
glass 

Did break i’ th’ wrenching. 

Nor, Faith, and so it did. 

Buck. Pray, give me favour, sir ; this 
cunning cardinal 

l*he articles o* th’ combination drew *69 
As himself pleas’d ; and they were ratified 
As he cried ’ Thus let be ’ to as much end 
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Scene 1] 

As give a crutch to th' dead. But our 
Count-Cardinal 

Has done this, and 'tis well; for worthy 
Wolscy, 

Who cannot err, he did it. Now this 
follows, 

Which, as 1 take it, is a kind of puppy 175 
To th’ old dam treason: Charles the 
Emperor, 

Under pretence to sec the Queen his aunt— 
I’or 'twas indeed his colour, but he came 
To whisper Wolsey—here makes visita¬ 
tion— 

His fears were that the interview betwixt 
England and France might through their 
amity 181 

Breed him some prejudice ; for from this 
league 

Peep’d harms that menac’d him—privily 
Deals with our Cardinal; and, as I trow— 
Which I do well, for 1 am sure the Emperor 
Paid ere he promis'd ; whereby his suit was 
granted ' 

Ere it was ask'd—but when the way was 
midc, 

And pav’d with gold, the Emperor thus 
desir'd, 

That he would please to alter the King’s 
course, 

And break the foresaid peace. Let the King 
know, i‘>> 

As soon he shall by me, that thus the 
Cardinal 

Docs buy and sell his honour as he pleases, 
And for his own advantage. 

N.')r. I am sorry 

To hear this of him, and could wish he w’ere 
Something mistaken in't. 

Buck, No, not a syllable : lo-i 

1 do pronounce him in that very shape 
He shall appear in proof. 

Enter Brandon, a Sergeant-at-Arms before 
him, and two or three of the Guard. 

Bran, Your office, sergeant: execute it. 

Serg, Sir, 

My lord the Duke of Buckingham, and Earl 
Of Hereford, Stafford, and Northampton, 1 
Arrest thee of high treason, in the name 
Of our most sovereign King. 

Buck, Lo you, my lord, 

The net has fall’n upon me ! I shall perish 
Under device and practice. 

Bran, I am sorry 

To see you ta'en from liberty, to look on ::o5 
The business present; 'tis his Highness' 
pleasure 

You shall to th' Tower, 

Buck, It will help me nothing 

To plead mine innocence ; for that dye is 
on me 

Which makes my whit'st part black. The 
will of heav'n 

Be done in this and all things I 1 obey. 


O my Lord Aberga’ny, fare you well! 
Bran, Nay, he must bear you company. 
[To Abergaiennyi The King 
Is pleas'd you shall to th’ Tower, till you 
know 

How he determines further. 

Aher. As the Duke said. 

The will of heaven be done, and the King’s 
pleasure -15 

By me obey’d. 

Bran, Here is warrant from 

The King t’ attach Lord Montacute and 
^ the bodies 

Of the Duke's confessor, John de la Car, 
One Gilbert Peck, his chancellor— 

Buck. So, so! 

These arc the limbs o’ th’ plot; no more, 1 
hope. .^20 

Bran, A monk 0* th’ Chartreux, 

Buck, O, Nicholas Hopkins ? 

Bran, He. 

Buck. My surveyor is false. The o'er- 
great Cardinal 

Hath show’d liim gold ; my life is spann’d 
already. 

I am the shadow of poor Buckingham, 224 
Whose figure even this instant cloud puts on 
By dark’ning my clear sun. My lord, 
farewell. [Exeunf. 

Scene II. London. The Council Chamber, 

Cornets. Enter King Henry, leaning on 
the Cardinal’s shoulder, the Nobles, and 
Sip. Thom vs Lovell, with Others. The 
Cardinal places hims*^lf under the King*s 
feet on his right side. 

King. My life itself, and the best heart 
of it, 

Thanks you for this great care ; 1 stood i' 
th' level 

Of a full-charg’d confederacy, and give 
thanks 

To you that chok’d it. Let be call’d before 
us 

That gentleman of Buckingham’s. In 
person s 

I’ll hear him his confessions justify ; 

And point by point the treasons of his 
master 

He shall again relate. 

A noise wiihint crying * Room for the 
Queen !' Enter Ike Queen, ushered by the 
Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk ; she 
kneels. The King riseth from his stale, 
takes her up, kisses and placeih her by him, 

Q. Kath, Nay, we must longer kneel: 1 
am a suitor. 

King, Arise, and take place by us. Half 
your suit 10 

Never name to us: you have half our 
power. 

The other moiety ere you ask is given ; 
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[Act 1 


Roix'at your will, and take it. 

Q. Kath, Thank your Majesty. 

That you would love yourself, and in that 
love 

Not unconsidered leave your honour nor 
The di:jjnity of your o;jice, is the point 
Of mv petition. 

Kinff. l ady mine, proceed. 

Q. Kath. I am solicitctl, not by a few, 
And those of true condition, that your 
subjects 

Arc in great grievance : there have been 
commissions « 

Sent down among ’em which hath flaw’d 
the heirt 

Of all their loyalties ; wherein, although. 
My good Lord Cardinal, they vent re¬ 
proaches 

Most bitterly on you as putter-on -m 

Of these exactions, yet the King our 
master— 

Whose honour Heaven shield from soil!— 
even he escapes not 

Language unmannerly ; yea, such which 
breaks 

The sides of loyalty, and almost appears 
In loud rebellion. 

Nor. Not almost appears— .9 

It doth appear ; for, upon these taxations. 
The clothiers all, not able to maintain 
The many to them 'longing, have put off 
The spinsters, carders, fullers, weavers, 
who, 

Unfit for other life, compell’d by hunger 
And lack of other means, in desperate 
manner 

Daring th’ event to th’ teeth, are all in 
uproar. 

And danger serves among them. 

King. Taxation! 

Wherein ? and what taxation ? My Lord 
Cardinal, 

You that are blam’d for it alike with us. 
Know you of this taxation ? 

Wol. Please you, sir, r* 

I know but of a single part in aught 
Pertains to th’ state, and front but in that 
file 

Where others tell steps with me. 

Q. Kath. No, my lord ! 

You know no more than others ! But you 
frame 

Things that are known alike, which are not 
wholesome 45 

To those which would not know them, and 
yet must 

Perforce be their acquaintance. These 
exactions, 

Whereof my sovereign would have note, 
they are 

Most pestilent to th’ hearing ; and to bear 
’em 49 

The back is sacrifice to th' load. They sayj 
They are devis'd by you, or else you suffer I 
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Too hard an exclamation. 

King. Still exaction! 

The nature of it ? In what kind, let’s know, 
Is this exaction ? 

Q. Kath. I am much too venturous 
In tempting of your patience, but am 
bold’ned 55 

Under your promis’d pardon. The subjects’ 
grijf 

Comes through commissions, which compels 
from each 

The sixth part of his substance, to be levied 
Without delay; and the pretence l\>r this 
Is nam’d your wars in P'rance. I'his makes 
bold mouths; Oo 

Tongues spit their duties out, and cold 
hearts freeze 

Allegiance in them ; their curses now 
I ive where their prayers did i and it’s come 
to pass 

This tractable obedience is a slave 
To each incensed will. 1 would your 
Highness 6*^ 

Would give it quick consideration, for 
There is no primer business. 

King. By my life, 

This is against our pleasure. 

Wol. And for me, 

I have no further gone in this than by <»9 
A single voice ; and that not pass'd me but 
By learned approbation of the judges. If I 
am 

Traduc’d by ignorant tongues, which 
neither know 

My faculties nor person, yet will be 
The chronicles of my doing, let rnc say 
'Tis but the fate of place, and the rough 
brake 75 

That virtue must go through. We must not 
stint 

Our necessary actions in the fear 
To cope malicious censurers, which ever 
As rav’nous fishes do a vessel follow 7 <j 

That is new-trimm’d, but benefit no farther 
Than vainly longing. What we oft do best. 
By sick interpreters, once weak ones, is 
Not ours, or not allow'd ; what worst, as oft 
Hitting a grosser quality, is cried up 
For our best act. If we shall stand still, 

In fear our motion will be mock’d or carp’d 
at. 

We should take root here where we sit, 
or sit 

State-statues only. 

King. Things done well 

And with a care exempt themselves from 
fear: 

Things done without example, in their issue 
Are to be fear’d. Have vou a precedent 
Of this commission ? I believe, not any. 
We must not rend our subjects from our 
Jaws, 

And stick them in our will. Sixth part of 
each ? QA 
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Scene 2] 

A trembling contribution ! Why, wc take 
From every tree lop, bark, and part o’ th’ 
timber; 

And though we leave it with a root, thus 
hack’d, 

The air will drink the sap. To every county 
Wliere this is question’d send our letters 
with <>'/ 

Free pardon to each man that has denied 
The force of this commission. Pray, look 
to’t; 

I put it to your care. 

WoL [Aside io the Secretary] A word with 
you. 

Let there be letters writ to everv shire 
Of the King's grace and pardon. The 
grieved commons 

Hardly conceive of me—let it be nois’d jo. 
That through our intercession this revoke- 
ment 

And pardon comes. I shall anon advise you 
Further in the proceeding. [Exit Secretary. 

Enter Surveyor. 

Q. Kath, I am sorry that tlie Duke of 
Buckingham hvj 

Is run in your displeasure. 

King. It grieves many, 

riie gentleman is learn’d and a most rare 
speaker; 

To nature none more bound; his training 
such 

That he may furnish and instruct great 
teachers 

And never seek for aid out of himself. Yet 
see. 

When these so noble benefits shall prove us 
Not w^ell dispos’d, the mind growing once 
corrupt, 

They turn to vicious forms, ten times more 
ugly 

Than ever they were fair. This man so 
complete, 

Who was enroll’d ’mongst wonders, and 
when we. 

Almost with ravish’d list’niiig, could not 
find 

His hour of speech a minute—he, my lady, 
Hath into monstrous habits put the graces 
rhat once were his, and is become as black 
As if besmear’d in hell. Sit by us ; you shall 
hear— 

This was his gentleman in trust— of him 1^3 
Things to strike honour sad. Bid him 
recount 

The fore*recited practices, whereof 
We cannot feel too little, hear too much. 

Wof. Stand forth, and with bold spirit 
relate what you, 

Most like a careful subject, have collected 
Out of the Duke of Buckingham. 

King. Speak freely. 

Sun'. First, it was usual with him—every 
day 


It would infect his speech—that if the King 
Should without issue die. he’ll carry it so 
To make the sceptre his. These very words 
I’ve heard him utter to his son-in-law, i:u 
Lord Aberga’ny, to whv>m by oath he 
menac’d 

Revenge upon the Cardinal. 

Wo?. Please your Highness, note 

This dangerous conception in this point: 
Not friended by his wish, to your high 
person 

His will is most malignant, and it stretches 
Beyond you to your friends. 

Q. Kath. My Icarn’d Lord Cardinal, 

Deliver all with charity. 

King. Speak on. 

How grounded he his title to the crown 
l^pon our fail ? To this point hast thou 
heard him 143 

At any time speak aught ? 

Sum. He was brought to this 

By a vain prophecy of Nicholas Fenton. 
King. What was that He ton ? 

SwT. Sir. a Chartreux friar, 

His confessor, who fed him evei'y minute 
With words of sovereignty. 

King. How know'st thou this ? 

Surv. Not long before your Highness sped 
to France, 15 j 

The Duke being at the Rose, within the 
parish 

Saint Lawrence Poultiiey, did of me 
demand 

What was the speech among the Londoners 
Concerning the French journey. 1 replied 
Men fear’d the French would prov^e per¬ 
fidious. 

To the King’s danger. Presently the Duke 
Said ’twas the fear indeed and that he 
doubted 

’Twould prove the verity of certain words 
Spoke by a holy monk ‘ that oft ’ says he 
' Hath sent to me, wishing me to permit I' l 
John de la Car, my chaplain, a choice 
hour 

To hear from him a matter oFsome moment; 
Whom after under the confession’s seal 
He solemnly had sworn that what he spoke 
My chaplain to no creature living but 1^3 
To me should utter, with demure confidence 
This pausingly ensu’d ; Neither the King 
nor’s heirs, 

Tell you the Duke, shall prosper ; bid him 
strive K'o 

To gain the love o’ th’ commonalty; the 
Duke 

Shall govern England ” ’. 

Q. Kath. If I know you well, 

You were the Duke’s surveyor, and lost 
your office 

On the complaint o’ th’ tenants. Take good 
heed 

You charge not in your spleen a noble 
person 
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And spoil your nobler soul. 1 say, take 

heed; T 7 S 

Yes, heartily beseech you. 

King. Let him on. 

Go forward. 

Surv, On my soul. I’ll speak but truth. 
I told my lord the Duke, by th’ devil’s 
illusions 

The monk might be deceiv'd, and that ’t>vas 
dangerous for him 

To ruminate on this so far, until ifi- 

It forg’d him some design, which, being 
believ’d, 

It was much like to do. He answer’d 
’ Tush, 

It can do me no damage ’ : adding further 
That, had the King in his last sickness 
fail’d, 

The Cardinal’s and Sir Thomas T.ovcll’s 
heads 

Should have gone off. 

King. Ha ! what, so rank ? Ah ha ! 
There’s mischief in this man. Canst thou 
say further ? 

Siirv. 1 can, my liege. 

King, PrcKecd. 

Surr, Being at Greenwich, 

After your Highness had reprov’d the Duke 
About Sir William Bulmcr— 

King. I remember imo 

Of such a time : being my sworn servant, 
The Duke retain’d him his. But on : whaf 
hence ? 

Stiri^. ‘ If ’ quoth he ’ I for this had been 
committed— 

As to the Tower 1 thought—I would have 
play’d 

The part my father meant to act upon 
Th' usurper Richard; who, being at 
Salisbury, 

Made suit to come in’s presence, which if 
granted, 

As he made semblance of his duty, w'ould 
Have put his knife into him.’ 

King. A giant traitor ? 

Wol. Now! madam, may his Highness live 
in freedom, .oo 

And this man out of prison ? 

0 . Kalh. God menti all! 

King. There’s something more would ouf 
of thee : what say’st ? 

Surr. After ‘the Duke his father ’ with 
the ‘knife ’, 

He stretch’d him, and, with one hand on his 
dagger, 

Another spread on's breast, mounting his 
eyes, 205 

He did discharge a horrible oath, whose 
tenour 

Was, were he evil us’d, he would outgo 
His father by as much as a performance 
Does an irresolute purpose. 

King. There's his period. 

To sheath his knife in us. He is attach'd ; 
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[Act 1 


Call him to present trial. If he may ntx 
Find mercy in the law, 'tis his ; if none, 
Let him not seek’t of us. By day and night I 
He's traitor to th' height. lExeunf. 

SciiNK III. London. The palace. 

Enter the Lord Chamberlain and Lord 
Sam'YS. 

Chaw. Is't possible the spells of France 
should juggle 

Men into such strange mysteries ? 

Sandys. New customs, 

though they be never so ridiculous, 

Nay, let 'em be unmanly, yet are follow'd. 

Cham. As far as I see. all the good our 
English 5 

Have got by the late voyage is but merely 
A fit or two o’ th’ face ; but they are 
shrewd ones ; 

For when they hold ’em, you would swear 
directly 

Their very noses had been counsellors 9 
To Pepin or Clotharius, they keep state so. 

Sandys. They have all new leg«, and lame 
ones. One would take it, 

That never saw ’em pace before, the spavin 
Or springhalt reign’d among ’em. 

Chum. Death ! my lord. 

Their clothes arc after such a pagan cut loT, 
That sure th’ have worn out Christendom. 

Enter Sir 1'uomas Lovkll. 

How now ? 

XVhat news. Sir Thomas 1 ovcTI ? 

Loi>. Faith, my lord, 

I hear of none but the new proclamation 
That’s clapp’d upon the court gate. 

Cham. What is't for 7 

Lov. The reformation of our travell’d 
gallants, 

Ihat fill the court with quarrels, talk, and 
tailors. a«> 

Chum. I am glad ’tis there. Now I would 
pray our monsieiirs 

To think an English courtier may be wise, 
And never see the Louvre. 

L(M’. They must either, 

For so run the conditions, leave those 
remnants 24 

Of fool and feather that they got in France, 
With all their honourable points of ignor¬ 
ance 

Pertaining thereunto—as fights and fiie- 
w'orks ; 

Abusing better men than they can be, 

Out of a foreign wisdom—renouncing clean 
The faith they have in tennis, and tall 
stockings, 30 

Short blist’red breeches, and those types of 
travel. 

And understand again like honest men. 

Or pack to their old playfellows. There, 1 , 
take it. 
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Scene 3] 

They may, cam privilegio, wear away 
The lag end of their lewdness and be 
laugh'd at 

Sandys. 'Tis time to give ’em physic, 
their diseases 
Are grown so catching. 

Cham* What a loss our ladies 

Will have of these trim vanities ! 

Lm', Ay, marry, 

There will be woe indeed, lords : the sly 
w'horesons 

Have got a speeding trick to lay down 
ladies. 4« 

A French song and a fiddle has no fellow. 
Sandys* The devil fiddle ’em ! 1 am glad 
they are going, 

For sure there’s no converting of 'cm. Now 
An honest count! y lord, as I am, beaten 
A long time out of play, may bring his 
plaiiisong 

And have an hour of hearing ; and, by’r 
Lady, 

Held current music too. 

Cham. Well said. Lord Sandys ; 

Your colt's tooth is not cast yet. 

Sandys. No, my lord, 

Nor shall not while 1 have a stump. 

Cham. Sir 'I homas, 

Whither were you a-going ? 

Lov. To the Cardinal’s ; 

Your lordship is a guest too. 

Cham, O, 'tis true ; 

This night he makes a supper, and a great 
one, 

'I’o many lords and ladies ; there will be 
The beauty of this kingdvim. I’ll assure you. 
Lov. That churchman bears a bounteous 
mind indeed, 

A hand as fruitful as the land that feeds us ; 
His dews fall everywhere. 

Cham. No doubt he’s noble ; 

He had a black mouth that said other of him. 
Sandys. He may, my lord ; has wherc- 
witha!. In him 

Sparing would show a worse sin than ill 
doctrine: <x 

Men of his way should be most liberal. 
They are set here for examples. 

Cham. True, they are so ; 

But few now give so great ones. My barge 
stays; 

Your lordship shall along. Come, good Sir 
Thomas, 

We shall be late else ; which I would not be. 
For I was spoke to, with Sir Henry 
Guildford. 

This night to be comptrollers. 

Sandys. I am your lordship’s. 

[Fxeimf. 

Scene IV, London. The Presence Chamber 
in York Place. 

Hautboys. A small table under a stale for 
the Cardinal, a longer table for ike guests. 


Then enter Anne Bullen, and divers 

other Ladies and Gentlemen, as guests, 

at one door ; at another door enter Sir 

Henry Guildford, 

Guild. Ladies, a general welcome from his 
Grace 

Salutes ye all; this night he dedicates 
To fair content and you. None here, he 
hopes, 

In all this noble bevy, has brought with her 
One care abroad ; he would have all as 
merry ■> 

As, first, good company, good wine, good 
welcome. 

Can make good people. 

Enter Lord Chamberlain, Lord Sandys. 
and Sir Thomas Lovell. 

O, my lord, y’are tardy, 
The very thought of this fair company 
Clapp'd w ings to me. 

Cham. You are young, Sir Harry Giiil.’- 
ford. 

Sandys. Sir Thomas Lovell, had the 
Cardinal if 

But half my lay thoughts in him, some of 
these 

Should find a running banquet ere they 
rested 

I think would better please 'em. By my life, 
They arc a sweet society of fair ones. 

Lov. O that your lordship were but now 
confessor 

To one or two of these ! 

Sandys. I would I were ; 

They should find easy penance. 

Lov. Faith, how* easy? 

Sandys. As easy as a down bed would 
afford it. 

Cham, i weet ladies, will it please you 
sit ? ^ir Harry, 

Place you that side ; I’ll take the charge of 
this. .fo 

His Grace is ent’ring. Nay, you must not 
freeze : 

Two women plac’d together makes cold 
weather. 

My Lord Sandys, you are one will keep ’em 
waking ; 

Pray sit between these ladies. 

Sandys. By my faith, 

And thank your lordship. By your leave, 
sweet ladies. {Seats himself hettveen 
Amie Bullen and another lady. 
If 1 chance to talk a little wild, forgive me ; 
I had it from my father. 

Anne. Was he mad, sir ? 

Sandys. O, very mad, exceeding mad, in 
love too. 

But he would bite none : just as 1 do now, 
He would kiss you twenty with a breath. 

[Kisses her. 

Cham. Well said, my lord. 
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So, now y’are fairly seated. Gentlemen, 
The penance lies on you if these fair 
ladies 

Pass away frowning. 

Sandys, For my little cure. 

Let me alone. 

Hautboys* Enter Cardinal Wolsey, 
alieuded ; and takes his state., 

WoL Y'are welcome, my fait guests. 
That noble huly 35 

Or gentleman that is not freely merry 
Is not my friend. Ihis, to confirm my 
welcome— 

And to you all, good health ! [Drinks. 

Sandys. Your Grace is noble. 

Let me have such a bowl may hold my 
thanks 

And save me so much talking. 

WoJ. My Lord Sandys, r 

1 am beholding to you. Cheer your 
noigiiboiirs. 

Ladies, you arc not merry. Gentlemen, 
Wdiose fault is this ? 

Sandys. The red wine first must rise 
In their fair cheeks, my lord ; then we shall 
have ’em 44 

Talk us to silence. 

Anne*. You are a merry gamester, 

My Lord Sandys. 

Sandys. Yes, if I make my play. 
Here’s to your ladyship; and pledge it, 
ra.iJam, 

For ’tis to such a thing— 

Anna. You cannot show- me. 

Sandys. I told your Grace they would talk 
anon. [Drum an.I trumpet. Chambers 
discharg*d. 

VVoI. What's that ? 

Cham. Look out there, some of ye. 

(Exit a Servant. 

Wot. What warlike voice. 

And to what end, is this ? Nay, ladies, fear 
not: 51 

By all the laws of war y’are privileg’d. 

Re-enter Servant. 

Cham. How now ! what is’t ? 

Serv. A noble troop of strangers— 

For so they seem. Th’ have left their barge 
and landed. 

And hither make, as great ambassadors 55 
From foreign princes. 

Wol. Good Lord Chamberlain, 

Go, give ’em welcome; you can speak the 
French tongue; 

And pray receive ’em nobly and conduct 
’em 

Into our presence, where this heaven of 
beauty 

Shall shine at full upon them. Some attend 
him. 

[Exit Chamberlain attended. Ail rise, 
and tables remov'd. 1 


[Act 1 

You have now a broken b4'inquet, but we’ll 
mend it. 

A good digestion to you all; and once more 
I S'how'r a welcome on ye : welcome all. 

Hautboys. Enter the King, and Others, as 
maskers, habited like shepherds, usher'd 
by the Lord Chamberlain. They pass 
directly before the Cardinal, and gracefully 
salute him. 

A noble company I What are their 
pleasures ? 

Cham. Because they speak no English, 
thus they j^ray’d 

To tell your Grace, that, having heard by 
fame 

Of this so noble and so fair assembly 
This night to meet here, they could do no 
less, 

Out of the great respect they bear to beauty, 
But leave their flocks and, under your fair 
conduct, 70 

Crave leave to view these ladies and entreat 
An hour of revels with ’em. 

W’ol. Say, Lord Chamberlain, 

I hey have done my poor house grace ; for 
w hich I pay ’em 

A thousand thanks, and pray ’em take their 
pleasures. [They choose ladies. The 
Kine, chooses Anne UuUen. 
King. The fairest hand I ever touch’d ! 
O beauty, 75 

Till now I never knew thee ! [Music. Dance. 
Wol. My lord I 
Cham. Your Grace ? 

Wol. Pray tell ’em tliiis much from me : 
There should be one amongst ’em, by his 
person, 

More worthy this place than myself; to 
whom, 70 

If 1 but knew him, with my love and duty 
1 would surrender it. 

Cham. I will, my lord. 

[He whispers to the Maskers. 
Wol. What say they ? 

Cham. Such a one, they all confess. 
There is indeed ; which they would have 
your Grace 

Find out, and he will take it. 

Wol. Let me see, then, 

[Comes from his state. 
By all your good leaves, gentlemen, here 
I'll make as 

My royal choice. 

King. lUnmasking] Ye have found him, 
Cardinal. 

You hold a fair assembly; you do well, 
lord. 

You are a churchman, or, Fll tell you, 
Cardinal, 

I should judge now unhappily. 

Wol. I am glad 

Your Grace is grown so pleasant. 

King. My Lord Chamberlain, 90 
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Scene 4] 

Prithee come hither: what fair lady’s that ? 
Cham. An't please your Grace, Sir 
Thomas Balleii’s daughter— 

The Viscount Rochford—one of her 
Highness’ women. 

King. By heaven, she is a dainty one. 
Sweet heart, 

1 were unmannerly to take you out <>:. 
And not to kiss you. A health, gentlemen ! 
Let it go round. 

Wol. Sir Thomas Lovell, is the banquet 
ready 

r th’ privy chamber ? 

Lov. Yes, my lord. 

Wol. Your Grace. 

I fear, with dancing is a little healed, loo 
King. I fear, too much. 

Wol. Iheie’s fresher air, my lord, 

In the next cliarubcr. 

King, Lead in your ladies, cv’ry one. 
Sueer partner, 

I must not vet lorsak.;: you. Let’s be merry: 
Ciood rny Lord Cardinal, I have half a 
dozen healths kt 

To drink to these fair hadies, and a measure 
To lead ’em once again ; and then let’s 
dream 

Who’s best in favour. let the music 
knock it. [Lxeurd, with trumpets. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Westminster. A street. 

Enter two Gentlemen, at several doors. 

1 Geuh Whither away so fast ? 

2 Gent. O, CJod save yc ! 

Ev’n to the Hall, to hear what sli.ill l)ecome 
Of the great Duke of Buckingham. 

1 Gent. I’ll save you 

That labour, sir. All’s now done but the 

ceremony 

Of bringing back the prisoner. 

2 Gent. Were you there ? s 

1 Gent. Yes, indeed, was I. 

2 Gent. Pray, speak what has happen’d. 

1 Gent. You may guess quickly what. 

2 Gent. Is he found guilty ? 

1 Gent. Yes, truly is he, and condemn’d 

upon’t. 

2 Gent. I am sorry for’t. 

1 CiejiL So are a number more. 

2 Gent. But, pray, how pass’d it ? in 
1 Gent, ril tell you in a little. The great 

Duke 

Came to the bar ; where to his accusations 
He pleaded still not guilty, and allegeJ 
Many sharp reasons to defeat the law. 

The King’s attorney, on the contrary, 15 
Urg’d on the examinations, proofs, con¬ 
fessions, 

Of divers witnesses; which the Duke desir’d 
To have brought, viva voce, to his face ; 

At which appear’d against him his surveyor. 


Sir Gilbert Peck his chancellor, and john 
Car, 20 

Confessor to him, with that devil-monk, 
Hopkins, that made this miscliief. 

2 Gent. That was he 

Tliat fed iiim with his prophecies ? 

1 Gent. The same. 

All these accus'd him strongly, which he 

fain 

Would have flung from him ; but indeed he 
could not; 23 

And so his peers, upon this evidence. 

Have found him guilty of high treason. 
Much 

He spoke, and learnedly, for life ; but all 
Was cither pitied in him or forgotten. 

2 Gent. Alter all this, how did he bear 

liimsclf ? 30 

1 Gent. When he was brought again to 

th’ bar to hear 

His knell rung out, his judgment, he was 
stirr’d 

With such an agony he sweat extremely, 
\nd something stroke in choler, ill and 
hasty; 

But he fell to himself again, and sweetly 3=1 
In all the rest show’d a most noble patience. 

2 Gent. I do not think he fears death. 

1 Gent. Sure, he does not; 

Me never was so womanish ; tiic cause 
He may a little grieve at. 

2 Gent. Certainly 

rhe Cardinal is the end of this. 

1 Gent. ’ l is likolv, 10 

By all conjectures: first, Kildare’s 

attainder, 

Then deputy of Ireland, who remov’d, 
Earl Surrey was sent thither, and in haste 
too, 

l est he should help his father. 

2 Gent. That trick of state 

Was a deep envious one. 

1 Gent. At his return 

No doubt he will requite it. T his is noted, 
And generally : whoever the King favours 
riie Cardinal instantly will lind employ¬ 
ment. 

And far enough from court too. 

2 Gent. All the commons 

Hate him perniciously, and, o’ my con¬ 
science, 

Wish him ten fathom deep : this Duke as 
much 

They love and dote on; call him bounteous 
Buckingliam, 

The mirror of all courtesy— 

Enter Buckingham from his artaignmeni ; 
Tip-staves before him ; the axe with the 
edge towards him ; halberds on eoeh side ; 
accompanied with Sir Thomas LomjLL, 
Sir Nicholas Vaux, Sir William 
Sandys, and common people, etc. 

1 Gent. Stay there, sir, 
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And see the noble ruin'd man you speak of. 

2 Gent, Let's stand dose, and behold him. 

Buck, All good people, 

You that thus far have come to pity me, 
Hear what I say, and then go home and 
lose me. 

I have this day receiv'd a traitor's judg¬ 
ment, 

And by that name must die ; yet, heaven 
bear witness. 

And if I have a conscience, let it sink me 
Even as the axe falls, if I be not faithful! 
The law 1 bear no malice for my death : 

'T has done, upon the premises, but justice. 
But those that sought it 1 could wish more 
Christians. t-i 

Be what they will, 1 heartily forgive ’em ; 
Yet let ’em look they glory not in mischief 
Nor build their evils on the graves of great 
men, 

For then my guiltless blood must cry 
against ’em. 

For further life in this world I ne'er hope 
Nor will I sue, although the King have 
mercies 70 

More tlian I dare make faults. You few 
that lov’d me 

And dare l>e bold to weep for Buckingham, 
His noble friends and fellows, whom to 
leave 

Is only bitter to him, only dying, 

Go with me like good angels to my end ; 75 
And as the long divorce of steel falls on me 
Make of your prayers one sweet sacrifice. 
And lift my soul to heaven. Lead on, a 
God’s name. 

Lov. I do beseech your Grace, for charity, 
If ever any malice in your heart 
Were hid against me, now to forgive me 
frankly. 

Buck, Sir Thomas Lovell, I as free forgive 
you 

As 1 would be forgiven. I forgive all. 
There cannot be those numberless offences 
’Gainst me that I cannot take peace with. 

No black envy 85 

Shall mark my grave. Commend me to his 
Grace ; 

And if he speak of Buckingham, pray tcU 
him 

You met him half in heaven. My vows and 
prayers 

Yet are the King’s, and, till my soul 
forsake, 

Shall cry for blessings on him. May he live 
Longer than 1 have time to tell his years; 
Ever belov’d and loving may his rule be; 
And when old time shall lead him to his end, 
Goodness and he fill up one monument I 

Lov. To th’ water side 1 must conduct 
your Grace; 95 

Then give my charge up to Sir Nicholas 
Vaux, 

Who undertakes you to your end. 
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[Act 2 

Vaux. Prepare there ; 

The Duke is coming; sec the barge be 
ready ; 

And fit it with such furniture as suits 
The greatness of his person. 

Buck. Nay, Sir Nicholas, 

Let it alone ; my state now will but mock 
me. 

When I came hither 1 was Lord High 
Constable 

And Duke of Buckingham ; now, poor 
Edward Bohun. 

Yet I am richer than my base accusers 
That never knew what truth meant; I now 
seal it; 10? 

And with that blood will make ’em one day 
groan for't. 

My noble father, Henry of Buckingham, 
Who first rais’d head against usurping 
Richard, 

Flying for succour to his servant Banister, 
Being distress’d, was by that wretch be¬ 
tray'd no 

And without trial fell; God's peace be with 
him! 

Henry the Seventh succeeding, truly pity¬ 
ing 

My father’s loss, like a most royal prince. 
Restor’d me to my honours, and out of 
ruins 

Made my name once more noble. Now his 
son, nj 

Henry the Eighth, life, honour, name, and 
all 

That made me happy, at one stroke has 
taken 

For ever from the world. I had my trial, 
And must needs say a noble one ; which 
makes me nv 

A little happier than my wretched father ; 
Yet thus far we are one in fortunes : 
both 

Fell by our servants, by those men we 
lov’d most— 

A most unnatural and faithless service. 
Heaven has an end in all. Yet, you that 
hear me, 1^4 

This from a dying man receive as certain : 
Where you are liberal of your loves and 
counsels. 

Be sure you be not loose; for those you 
make friends 

And give your hearts to, when they once 
perceive 

The least rub in your fortunes, fall away 
Like water from ye, never found again 13*’ 
But where they mean to sink ye. All good 
people. 

Pray for me ! 1 must now forsake ye ; the 
last hour 

Of my long weary life is come upon me. 
Farewell; 

And when you would say something that 
is sad, I3S 
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Scene 1] 


speak how 1 fell. I have done; and God 
forgive me ! 

[Exeunt Btickingham and Train. 

1 Gent O, this is full of pity ! Sir, it calls, 
I fear, too many curses on their heads 
That were the authors. 

2 Gent If the Duke be guiltless, 

*Tis full of woe ; yet I can give you inkling 
Of an ensuing evil, if it fall, i n 

Greater than this. 

1 Gent. Good angels keep it from us ! 
What may it be ? You do not doubt my 

faith, sir ? 

2 Gent. This secret is so weighty, Twill 

require 

A strong faith to conceal it. 

1 Gent. Let me have it; ms 

I do not talk much, 

2 Gent. 1 am confident. 

You shall, sir. Did you not of late days hear 
A buzzing of a separation 
Betwecti the King and Katharine ? 

1 Gent. Yes, but it held not; 

For when the King once heard it, out of 

anger i so 

He sent command to the Lord Mayor 
straight 

To stop the rumour and allay those tongues 
That durst disperse it. 

2 Gent. But that slander, sir, 

Is found a truth now; for it grows again 
Fresher than e’er it was, and held for 

certain ms 

The King will venture at it. Either the 
Cardinal 

Or some about him near have, out of malice 
To the good Queen, possess’d him with a 
scruple 

That will undo her. To confirm this too, 
Cardinal Campeius is arriv’d and lately ; 
As all think, for this business. 

1 Gent. 'Tis the Cardinal; 

And merely to revenge him on the Emperor 
For not bestowing on him at his ; s\ing 
The archbishopric of loledo, this is 

purpos'd. 

2 Gent. 1 think you have hit the mark ; 

but is’t not cruel uj? 

That she should feel the smart of this ? 7 he 
Cardinal 

Will have his will, and she must fall. 

T Gent ’Tis woeful. 

We are too open here to argue this ; 

Let’s think in private more. lExeunf, 

Scene II. London. The palace. 

Enter the Lord Chamberlain reading this 
letter. 

Cham. ‘ My lord, 

The horses your lordship sent 
for, with all the care 1 had, 1 saw well 
chosen, ridden, and furnish’d. They were 
young and handsome, and of the best breed 


in the north. When they were ready to set 
out for London, a man of my Lord Car¬ 
dinal's, by commission, and main power, 
took 'em from me, with this reason: his 
master would be serv’d before a subject, 
if not before the King ; which stopp’d our 
mouths, sir.’ 

I fear he will indeed. Well, let him have 
them. 

He will have all, I think. 

Enter to the Lord Chamberlain the Dukes of 
Norfolk and wSuffolk. 

Nor. Well met, my Lord Chamberlain, to 

Cham. Good day to both your Graces. 

Suf. How is the King employ’d ? 

Cham. 1 left him private. 

Full of sad thoughts and troubles. 

Nor. What’s the cause ? 

Cham. It seems the marriage with his 
brother's wife 

Has crept too near his conscience. 

Suf. No, his conscience 15 

Has crept too near another lady. 

Nor. 'Tis so ; 

This is the Cardinal's doing ; the King- 
Cardinal, 

That blind priest, like the eldest son of 
fortune. 

Turns what he list. The King will know 
him one day. 

Suf. Pray God he do 1 He’ll never know 
himself else. 20 

Nor. How' holily he works in all his 
business I 

And with what zeal! For, now he has 
crack’d the league 

Between us and the Emperor, the Queen's 
great nephew, 

He dives into the King's soul and there 
scat’ ers 

Dangers, doubts, wringing of the con¬ 
science, 

Fears, and despairs—and all these for his 
marriage; 

And out of all these to restore the King, 
He counsels a divorce, a loss of her 
1 hat like a jewel has hung twenty years 
About his neck, yet never lost her lustre ; 
Of her that loves him with that excellence 
That angels love good men with ; even of 
her 

That, when the greatest stroke of fortune 
falls, 

Will bless the King—and is not this course 
pious ? 

Cham, Heaven keep me from such 
counsel! 'Tis most true 35 

These news are everywhere ; every tongue 
speaks ’em, 

And every true heart weeps for't. All that 
dare 

Look into these aflairs sec this main end— 
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The French Kin^*s sister. Heaven will one 
day open 

The King's eyes, that so long have slept 
upon 

This bold bad man. 

Sitf, And free us from his slavery. 

Nor. Wc had need pra\% and heartily, for 
our deliverance ; 

Or this imperious man will work us all 
From princes into pages. All men’s 
honours 

Lie like one lump before him, to be 
fashion'd 

Into what pitch he please. 

Snf. For me, my lords, 

1 love him not, nor fear him—there's my 
creed ; 

As I am made without him, so I’ll stand. 

If the King please; his curses and his 
blessings 5 ^ 

Touch me alike; th’are breath I not believe 
in. 

1 knew him, and I know him ; so I leave 
him 

To him that made him proud—the Pope. 

Nor. Let’s in ; 

And with some other businc\ss put the King 
From these sad thoughts that work too 
much upon him. 

My lord, you’ll bear us company ? 

Cham. Excuse me, !/• 

The King has sent me otherwhere ; besidc‘i. 
You’ll find a most unfit time to disturb him. 
Health to your lordships ! 

Nor. Thanks, mv good Lord Chamberlain. 
lEvif Lord Chamberlah : and the 
King draws the curtain and sits 
reading pensively. 

Suf. How sad he looks ; sure, he is much 
afflicted. tK* 

King. Who’s there, ha ? 

Nor. Pray God he be not angiy*. 

K. Hen. Who’s there, 1 say ? How dare 
you thrust yourselves 
Into mv private meditations ? 

Who am I, ha ? 

Nor. A gracious king that pardons all 
offences f>:, 

Malice ne'er meant. Our breach of duty 
this way 

Is business of estate, in which we come 
To know your royal pleasure. 

King. Ye are too bold. 

Go to; I’ll make ye know your times of 
business. 

Is th's an h^ur for temporal aTairs, ha ? 70 

Enter Wolsey and Campeius with a 
commission. 

Who’s there? My gooJ Lord Cardinal? O 
my Wolsey, 

The quiet of my wounded conscience, 

I'hou art a cure fit for a King. [To Campeius] 
You’re welcome, 
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Most learned reverend sir, into our kingdom. 
Use us and it. [To Wolseyl My good lord, 
have great care 
I be not found a talker. 

Wol. Sir, you cannot. 7 ^> 

I would your Grace would give us but an 
hour 

Of private conference. 

King. [To Norfolk and Suffolk] We are 
busy ; go. 

Nor. I Aside to Suffolk] Tills priest has no 
pride in him I 

Snf. [Aside to Norfolk] Not to speak ot! 
I would not be so sick though for his place. 
But this cannot continue. 

Nor. [Aside to Suffolk] If it do, 

I’ll venture one have-at-him. 

Suf. [Aside to Norfolk] 1 another. 

(Exeunf Norfolk and Suffolk. 

Wol. Your Grace has given a precedent 
of wisdom 

/\bove all princes, in committing freely S 4 
Your scruple to the voice of Christendom. 
Who can be angry now ? What envy reach 
you ? 

The Spaniard, tied by blood and favour to 
her, 

Must now confess, if they have any 
goodness, 

The trial just and noble. All the clerks, 

I mean the learned ones, in Christian 
kingdoms 90 

Have their free voices. Rome the nurse of 
judgment, 

Invited by your noble self, hath sent 
One general tongue unto us, this good man, 
This just and learned priest. Cardinal 
Campeius, 

Whom once more 1 present unto your 
Highness. <»5 

King. And once more in mine arms I bid 
him welcome, 

And thank the holy conclave for their loves. 
They have sent me such a man I would 
have wish’d for. 

Cam. Your Grace must needs deserve all 
strangers’ loves, 9 <j 

You are so noble. To your Highness’ hand 
I tender my commission; by whose 
virtue— 

The court of Rome commanding—you, my 
Lord 

Cardinal of York, are join'd with me their 
servant 

In the impartial judging of this business. 

King. Two equal men. The Queen shall 
be acquainted 105 

Forthwith for what you come. Where's 
Gardiner ? 

Wol. I know your Majesty has always 
lov'd her 

So dear in heart not to deny her that 
A woman of less place might ask by law— 
Scholars allow’d freely to argue for her. no 
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King. Ay, and the best she shall have; 
and my favour 

To him that does best. God forbid else. 
Cardinal, 

Prithee call Gardiner to me, my new 
secretary ; 

I find him a fit fellow. {Exit Wolsey. 

Re-enter Wolsfy with Gardinkr. 

Wof. [Aside to Gardiner] Give me your 
hand: much joy and favour to you; 

You are the King’s now. 

Gard. [Aside to Wofserj But to be com¬ 
manded : 

For ever by your Grace, whose hand has 
rais’d me. 

King. Come hither, Gardiner. 

[Walks ami ivhispers. 

Cam. My Lord of Y'ork, was not one 
Doctor Pace 

In this man’s place before him ? 

WoL Yes, he was. 

Cam. Was he not held a learned man ? 

W'of. Yes, surely. 

Cam. Believe me, there’s an ill opinion 
spread then, 

Even of yourself, Lord Cardinal. 

Wol. ' How! Of me? 

Cam. They will not stick to say you envied 
him 

And, fearing he would rise, he was so 
virtuous, i-s 

Kept him a foreign man still; which so 
griev’d him 

That he ran mad and died. 

Wol. Hcav'n's peace be with him ! 

That's Christian care enough. For living 
murmurers 

There’s places of rebuke. He ivas a fool, 

For he would needs be virtuous : that good 
fellow, I <- 

If I command him, follows my appoint¬ 
ment. 

I will have none so near else. Learn this, 
brother. 

We live not to be grip’d by meaner persons. 

King. Deliver this with modcstv to th’ 
Queen. [Exil Gardiner. 

The most convenient place that I can 
think of 1 

For such receipt cf learning is Blachfriars ; 

There ye shall meet about this weighty 
business— 

My Wolscy, see it furnish'd. O, my lord. 

Would it not grieve an able man to leave 

So sweet a bedfellow ? But, conscience, 
conscience I 

O, Tis a tender place 1 and I must leave her. 

[Exeuiif. 

Scene III. London. The palace. 

Enter Anne Bullen and an old Lady. 

Anne. Not for that neither, Here’s thej 
pang that pinches; 


His Highness having liv’d so long with her, 
and she 

So good a lady that no tongue could ever 
Pronounce dishonour of her—by my life, 
She never knew harm-doing—O, now, after 
So many courses of the sun enthroned, 
Still growing in a majesty and pomp, the 
w'hich 

To leave a thou^^and-fold more bitter than 
'Tis sweet at first t' accpiirc— aftcr this 
process, 

To give her the avaunt, it is a pity u> 
Would move a monster. 

Old L. Hearts of most hard temper 
Melt and lament for her. 

Auiie. O, God’s will! much better 

She ne’er had known pomp ; though't he 
temporal, 

Yet, if that quarrel, fortune, do divorce j j 
It from the bearer, *tis a sufferance panging 
As soul and body's severing. 

Old L. Alas, poor lady ! 

She's a stranger now again. 

Ahuc. So much the more 

Must pity drop upon her. Verily, 

I swear ’tis better to be lowly born 
.And range w ith humble livers in content 
Than to be perk’d up in a glist’ring grief 
And wear a golden sorrow\ 

Old L. Our content 

Is our best having. 

Anne. By my troth and maidenhead, 
I would not be a queen. 

Old L. Beshrew roe, I would, 

And venture maidenhead for’t; and so 
w^ould you, 5 

For all this spice of your hypocrisy. 

You that have so fair parts of woman on 
you 

Have too a woman’s heart, which ever yet 
Affected eminence, \vealtb, sovereignty ; 
W’hich, to say sooth, are blessings ; and 
which gifts, H'j 

Saving your mincing, the capacity 
Of your soft cheveril conscience would 
receive 

If you might please to stretch it. 

Anne. Nav, good troth. 

Old L. Yes, troth and troth. You would 
not be a queen ! 

Anne. No, not for all the riches under 
heaven. >5 

Old L. 'Tis strange : a threepence bow’d 
would hire me. 

Old as 1 am, to queen it. But, 1 pray you, 
What think you of a duchess ? Have you 
limbs 

To bear that load of title ? 

Anne, No, in truth. 

Old L. Then you are weakly made. Pluck 
off a little ; 40 

I would not be a young count in your way 
For more than blushing comes to. If your 
back 
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Cannot vouchsafe this burden, 'tis too weak 
Ever to get a boy. 

Anne. How you do talk ! 

I swear again 1 w'ould not be a oiicen 45 
For all the w'orld. 

Old L, In faith, for little England 
You'd venture an ernbalUng. I myself 
Would for Carnarvonshire, although there 
long’d 

No more to th’ crown but that. I o. who 
comes here ? 

Enter the Lord Chamberlain. 

Chflwi. Good morrow, ladies. What were't 
worth to know 

ITie secret of your conference ? 

Anne. My good lord. 

Not your demand; it values not your 
asking. 

Our mistrCsSs’ sorrows we were pitying. 

Cham. It was a gentle business and 
becoming 54 

The action of good women ; there is hope 
All will be well. 

Anne. Now, I pray God, amen ! 

C/iam. You bear a gentle mind, and 
heav’nly blessings 

Follow such creatures. Tliat yo'.j may, fair 
lady. 

Perceive I speak sincerely and high note's 
Ta’en of your many virtues, the King’s 
Majesty 

Commends bis good opinion of yon to you, 
and 

Does purpose honour to you no less flowing 
Than Marchioness of Pembroke ; to which 
title 

A thousand pound a year, annual support, 
Out of his grace he adds. 

Anne. 1 do not know ^^5 

What kind of my obedience I should 
tender; 

More than my all is nothing, nor my prayers 
Are not words duly hallowed, nor my wishes 
More worth than empty vanities; yet 
prayers and wishes 

Are all I can return. Beseech your lordship. 
Vouchsafe to speak my thanks and my 
obedience. 

As from a blushing handmaid, to his 
Highness; 

Whose health and royalty 1 pray for. 

Cham. Lady. 

I shall not fail t’approve the fair conceit 
The King hath of you. {Aside] I have 
perus’d her well: 

Beauty and honour in her are so mingled 7 f> 
That they have caught the King ; and who 
knows yet 

But from this lady may proceed a gem 
To lighten all this isle?—I'll to the King 
And say I spoke with you. 

Anne, My honour’d lord ! Sv 

[Exil Lord Chamberlain. 
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Old L. Why, this it is : see, see ! 

I have been begging sixteen years in court— 
Am yet a courtier beggarly—nor could 
Come pat betwixt too early and too late 
For any suit of pounds : and you, O fate ! 
A very fresh-fish here—fie, fie. fie upon «<> 
This compell’d fortune !“have your mouth 
fill’d up 

Before you open it. 

Anne. This is strange to me. 

Old L. How tastes it ? Is it bitter ? 
Forty pence, no. 89 

There was a lady once—’tis an old stor>'— 
That would not be a queen, that would she 
not, 

For all the mud in Egypt. Have you heard 
it ? 

Anne. Come, you are pleasant. 

Old L. With your theme I could 

O’ermount the lark. The Marchioness of 
Pembroke! 9 \ 

A thousand pounds a year for pure respect 1 
No other obligation ! By my life, 

That promises moe thousands: honour’s 
train 

Is longer than his foreskirt. By this time 
1 know your back will bear a duchess. Say, 
Are you not stronger than you were ? 

Anne. Good lady, »ot» 

Make yourself mirth with your particular 
fancy, 

And leave me out on’t. Would 1 had no 
being, 

If this salute my blood a jot; it faints me 
To think what follows. 104 

The Queen is comfortless, and we forgetful 
In our long absence. Pray, do not deliver 
What here y’ have heard to her. 

Old L. What do you think me ? 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV. London. A hall in Blackfriars. 

TrtfW>els, sennet, and cornets. Enter tivo 
Vergers, with short silver wands ; next 
them, twn Scribes, in the habit of doctors ; 
after them, the Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury alone ; after him, the Bishops of 
Lincoln, Ely, Rochester, and Saint 
Asaph ; next them, with some small 
distance, follou’s a Gentleman bearing the 
purse, with the great seal, and a Cardinal's 
hat; then two Priests, bearing each a 
silver cross ; then a Gentleman Usher 
bareheaded, accompanied with a Sergeant- 
at-Arms bearing a silver mace ; then two 
Gentlemen bearing two great silver pillars ; 
aper them, side by side, the two Cardinals, 
WoLSEY and Campeius ; two Noblemen 
with the sword and mace. Then enter the 
King and Queen and their Trains. Tlie 
King takes place under the cloth of state : 
the two Cardinals sit under him as fudges. 
The Queen takes place some distance from 
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the King. The Bishops place themselves 
on each side the court, in manner of a 
consistory ; below them the Scribes. The 
Lords sit next the Bishops. The rest of the 
Attendants stand in convenient order about 
the stage. 

Wol. Whilst our commission from Rome 
is read, 

Let silence be commanded. 

King. What's the need ? 

U hath already publicly been read, 

And on all sides th* authority allow'd ; 

You may then spare that time. 

Wol. Be't so ; proceed. ? 

Scribe. Say ‘ Henry King of England, 
come into the court 
Crier. Henry King of England, &c. 

King. Here. 

Scribe. Say ‘Katharine Queen of England, 
come into the court'. n 

Crier. Katharine Queen of England, &c. 
[The Queen m%kes no answer, rises out of 
her chair, goes about the court, conies to 
the King, and kneels at his feet ; then 
speaks. 

Q. Kath. Sir, 1 desire you do me right and 
justice, 

And to bestow your pity on me; for 
1 am a most poor woman and a stranger, 15 
Born out of your dominions, having here 
No judge indifferent, nor no more assurance 
Of equal friendship and proceeding. Alas, 
sir, 

In what have I offended you ? What cause 
Hath my behaviour given to your dis¬ 
pleasure 20 

That thus you should proceed to put me 
off 

And take your good grace from me ? 
Heaven witness, 

1 have been to yoti a true and humble wife, 
At all times to vour will conformable, 
Ever in fear to kindle vour dislike, 

Yea, subject to your countenance—glad or 
sorry 

As I saw it inclin'd. When was the hour 
I ever contradicted vour desire 
Or made it not mine too ? Or which of 
your friends 

Have I not strove to love, although 1 knew 
He were mire eneiTiy ? What friend ol 
mine 

That had to him deriv'd your anger did 1 
Continue in my liking ? Nay, gave notice 
He was from thence discharg’d ? Sir, call 
to mind 

That I have been your wife in this obedi 
ence 

Upward of twenty years, and have been 
blest 

With many children by you. If, in the 
course 

And process of this time, you can report. 


And prove it too against mine honour, 
aught, 

My bond to wedlock or my love and 
duty, 40 

Against your sacred person, in God's name, 
Turn me away and let the foul'st contempt 
Shut door upon me, and so give me up 
To the sharp’st kind of justice. Please you, 
sir, 

The King, your father, was reputed for 
A prince most prudent, of an excellent 
And unmatch'd wit and judgment; 
Ferdinand, 

My father. King of Spain, was reckon'd one 
The wisest prince that there had reign’d 
by many 

A year before. It is not to be question’d 50 
That they had gather'd a wise council to 
them 

Of every realm, that did debate this 
business, 

Who deem'd our marriage lawful. Where¬ 
fore I humbly 

Beseech you, sir, to spare me till I may 
Be by my friends in Spain advis'd, whose 
counsel 

I will implore. If not, i' th' name of God, 
Your pleasure be fuliill’d I 

Wol. You have here, ladv, 

And of your choice, these reverend fathers— 
men 

Of singular integrity and learning. 

Yea, the elect o' th' land, who are 
assembled «><> 

To plead your cause. It shall he therefore 
bootless 

That longer you desire the court, as well 
For your own quiet as to rectify 
What is unsettled in the King. 

C an?. His Grace 

Hath spoken well and justly ; therefore, 
madam, 05 

It’s fit this royal session do proceed 
And that, without delay, their arguments 
Be now produc’d and heard, 

Q. KaiU. Lord Cardinal, 

To you I speak. 

Wol. Your pleasure, madam ? 

Q. Kath. Sir, 

I am about to weep ; but, thinking that 7^^ 
We are a queen, or long have dream’d so, 
certain 

The daugl>ter of a king, my drops of tears 
ril turn to sparks of fire. 

Wol. Be patient yet. 

Q. Kath. I will, when you are humble; 
nay, before, 

Or God will punish me. I do believe, 75 
Induc’d by potent circumstances, that 
You are mine enemy, and make my 
challenge 

You shall not be my judge : for it is you 
Have blown this coal betwixt my lord and 
me— 
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Which God's dew quench ! Therefore 1 say 
again, 

1 utterly abhor, yea, from my soul 
Refuse you for my judge, whom yet once 
more 

I hold my most malicious foe and think not 
At all a friend to truth. 

Wol. I do profess 

You speak not like yourself, who ever yet 
Have stood to charity and display'd ih' 
effects 

Of dispositiv^n gentle and of wisdom 
O'ertopping woman’s pow'r. Madam, you 
do me wrong : 

1 have no spleen against you, nor injustice 
For you or any ; how far 1 have proceeded, 
Or how far further shall, is warranted 
By a commission from the Consistory, 

Yea, the whole Consistory of Rome, You 
charge me 

That I hav’c blown this coal: I do deny it. 
The King is present; if it be know n to him 
That 1 gainsay my deed, how may ho 
wound, o'* 

And worthily, my falsehood ! Yea, as much 
As you have done my truth. If he knaw 
That I am free of your repen t, he knows 
1 am not of your wTong. Therefore in him 
It lies to cure me, and the cure is to '•>< 
Remove these thoughts from you ; the | 
which before ! 

His Highness shall speak in, I do beseech 
You, gracious madam, to unthink your 
speaking 

And to say so no more, 

Q. Kath. My lord, my lord, 

I am a simple woman, much too weak 
T’ oppose your cunninr. Y’are meek and 
humblc-mouth'd ; 

You sign your place and calling, in full 
seeming, 

With meekness and humility; but your 
heart 

Is cramm’d with arrogancy, spleen, and 
pride. 1 

You have, by fortune and his Highness’ 
favours, 

Gone slightly o’er low steps, and now are 
mounted 

Where pow’rs are your retainers, and your 
words, 

Domestics to you, serve your will as’t please 
Yourself pronounce their office. I must teli 
you m 

You tender more your person’s honour 
than 

Your high profession spiritual ; that again 
I do refuse you for my judge and here. 
Before you all, appeal unto the Pope, u ./ 
To bring my whole cause 'fore his Holiness 
And to be judg’d by him. [Sfic ciirtsies to the 
Kin-^, and offers to depart. 
Cam, The Queen is obstinate. 

Stubborn to justice, apt to accuse it, and 

764 


[Act 2 

Disdainful to be tried by't; ’tis not well. 
She’s going away. 

King. Call her again. 125 

Crier. Katharine Queen of England, come 
into the court. 

Gent. Usher. Madam, you are call’d back. 

Q. Kath. What need you note it ? Pray 
you keep your way ; 

W’hen you are call’d, return. Now the Lord 
help! 

They vex me past my patience. Pray you 
pass on. 130 

I will not tarry ; no, nor ever more 
Upon this business my appearance' make 
In any of their courts. [Exeunt Queen and 
her A tendants. 

K ing. Go thy ways, Kate, 

That man i’ th’ world who shall report he 
has Ml 

A better wife, let him in nought be trusted 
For speaking false in that. Thou art, alone— 
If ihv rare qualiiies, sweet gentleness, 
lliy meekness saint-like, wife-like govern¬ 
ment. 

Obeying iu commanding, and thy parts 
iSo\ efcigii ativl 4)iv)us else, could speak thee 
out—• I.}0 

The queen of earthly queens. She’s noble 
born ; 

And like her true nobility she has 
Carried herself towards me. 

Wol. Most gracious sir, 

In liumMest manner I require your High¬ 
ness 

That it shall please you to declare in 
hearing 115 

Of all these ears—for where I am robb’d 
and lK>und, 

There mu.st I be unloos’d, although not 
there 

At once and billy satisfied—whether ever I 
Did broach this business to your Highness, 
or 149 

Laid any scruple in your way which might 
Induce you to the question on’t, or ever 
Have to you, but with thanks to God for 
such 

A royal lady, spake one the least word that 
might 153 

Be to the prejudice of her present state, 

Or touch of her good person ? 

King. My Lord Cardinal, 

I do excuse you ; yea, upon mine honour, 
1 free you from’t. You are not to be taught 
That you have many enemies that know 
not 

Why they are so, but, like to village curs, 
Bark when their fellows do. By some of 
these joo 

The Queen is put in anger. Y'are excus’d. 
But will you be more justified ? You 
ever 

Have wish’d the sleeping of this business ; 
never desir’d 
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It to be stirr’d; but oit have hind*red, 
oft. 

The passages made toward it. On my 
honour, 

I speak my good Lord Cardinal to this 
point, 

And thus far dear him. Now, what mov’d 
me to’t, 

I will be bold with time and your attention. 
Then mark th* inducement. Thus it came— 
give heed to’t: 

My conscience first receiv’d a tenderness, 
Scruple, and prick, on certain speeches 
utter’d 

By th' Bishop of Bayonne, then French 
ambassador. 

Who had been hither sent on the debating 
A marriage ’twixt the Duke of Orleans and 
Our daughter Mary. 1’ th' progress of this 
business, 17:^ 

Ere a determinate resolution, he— 

I niears the Bishop—did require a respite 
Wherein he might the King his lord 
advertise 

Whether our daughter were legitimate. 
Respecting this our marriage with the 
dowager, i><' 

Sometimes our brother’s wife. This respite 
shook 

The bosom of my conscience, enter’d me, 
Yea, with a splitting power, and made to 
tremlfie 

The region of my breast, which forc’d such 
way I'''I 

That many maz’d considerings did throng 
And press’d in with this caution. First, 
niethought 

1 stood not in the smile of heaven, who had 
Commanded nature that my lady’s womb. 
If it conceiv’d a male child by me, should 
Do no more offices of life to’t than i')<- 
The grave does to the dead ; for her male 
issue 

Or died where they were made, or shortly 
after 

This w^orld had air’d them. Hence I took 
a thought 

This was a judgment on me, that my king¬ 
dom, 

Well worthy the best heir o’ th’ world, 
should not i!i5 

Be gladded in’t by me. Then follows that 
I weigh’d the danger which my realms 
stood in 

By this my issue’s fail, and that gave to me 
Many a groaning throe. Thus hulling in 
The wild sea of my conscience, I did steer 
Toward this remedy, whereupon we are 201 
Now present here together ; that’s to say 
I meant to rectify my conscience, which 
1 then did feel full sick, and yet not well, 
By all the reverend fathers of the land 2*^5 
And doctors learn’d. First, 1 began in 
private 


With you, my Lord of Lincoln; you 
remember 

How under my oppression I did reck. 
When 1 first mov'd you. 

Lin. Very well, my liege. 

King. 1 have spoke long; be pleas'd 
yourself to say 210 

How far you satisfied me. 

Lin. So please your Highness, 

The question did at first so stagger me— 
Bearing a state of mighty moment in’t 
And consequence of dread—that 1 com¬ 
mitted 

The daring’st counsel which I had to doubt, 
And did entreat your Highness to this 
course Ji6 

'Which you are running here. 

King. 1 then mov’d you. 

My Lord of Canterbury, and got your leave 
To make this present summons. Un¬ 
solicited 

I left no reverend person in this court, 2.0 
But by particular consent proceeded 
Under your hands and seals ; therefore, 
go on. 

For no disliKe i’ th’ world against the 
person 

Of the good Queen; but the sharp thorny 
points 224 

Of my alleged reasons, drives this forward. 
Prove but our marriage lawful, by my life 
And kingly dignity, we are contented 
1 o wear our mortal state to come with her, 
Katharine our queen, before the priincst 
creature 

That’s paragon’d o’ th’ world. 

Cum. So please your Highness, 

The Queen being absent, 'tis a needful 
fitness 231 

That we adjourn this court till further day ; 
.Meanwhile must be an earnest motion 
Made to the Queen to call back her appeal 
She intends unto his Holiness. 

King lAsicieJ 1 may perceive 235 
These cardinals trifle with me. I abhor 
This dilatory sloth and tricks of Rome. 

My learn’d and well-beloved servant, 
Craiimer, 

Prithee return. With thy approach I know 
My comfort comes along.—Break up the 
court; 240 

1 say, set on. 

lExeunl in manner as they enter'd, 
ACT THREE 

Scene I. London. The Queen's apartments. 

Etiier the Queen and her Women, as at 
work. 

Q. Kafh. Take thy lute, wench. My soul 
grows sad with troubles ; 
fing and disperse ’em, if thou canst. Leave 
working. 
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SONG. 

Orpheus with his lute made trees. 

And the mountain tops that freeze, 

Bow themselves when he did sing ; 

To his music plants and flowers 
Ever sprung, as sun and showers 
Th.'re had made a lasting spring. 

Every thing that heard him play. 

Even the billows of the sea. 

Hung their heads and then lay by. 

In sweet music is such art, 

Killing care and grief of heart 
Fall asleep or hearing die. 

Enter a Gentleman. 

Q. Kaih. How now ? 

Gent. An’t please your Grace, the two 
great Cardinals 
Wait in the presence. 

Q. Kath. Would they speak with me ? 
GenL ITiey will'd me say so, madam. 

Q. Kath, Pray their Graces 

To come near. [Exit Geni/eman] What can 
be their business 

With me, a poor weak woman, fall’n from 
favour ? 

1 do not like their coming. Now I think on’t. 
They should be good men, their affairs as 
righteous; 

But all hoods make not monks. 

Enter the Uvo Cardinals, Wolsry and 
Campfu's. 

Wol, Peace to your Highness ! 

Q. Kath, Your Graces find me here part 
of a housewife ; 

1 would be all, against the worst may 
happen. 

What are your pleasures with me, reverend 
lords ? 

Wol, May it please you, noble madam, to 
withdraw 

Into your private chamber, w'c shall give 
you 

The full cause of our coming. 

Q. Kath. Speak it here ; 

There's nothing I have done yet, o’ my 
conscience, 

Deserves a corner. Would all other women 
Could speak this with as free a soul as 1 do ! 
My lords, I care not—so much I am happy 
Above a number—if my actions 
Were tried by ev 'ry tongue, cv’ry eye saw 
'em, 35 

Envy and base opinion set against ’em, 

I know my life so even. If your business 
Seek me out, and that way I am wife in, 
Out with it boldly; truth loves open 
dealing. 39 

Wol. Tanta est erga tc mentis integritas, 
regina serenissima— 

Q. Kath. O, good my lord, no Latin I 
I am not such a truant since my coming, 
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[Act 3 

As not to know the language I have liv'd in; 
A strange tongue makes my cause more 
strange, suspicious; 45 

Pray speak in English. Here are some will 
thank you, 

If you speak truth, for their poor mistress’ 
sake; 

Believe me, she has had much wrong. Lord 
Cardinal, 

The willing'st sin 1 ever yet committed 
May be absolv'd in English. 

Wol. Noble lady, 

I am sorry my integrity should breed, 

And service to his Majesty and you, 

So deep suspicion, where all faith was 
meant. 

We come not by the way of accusation 
To taint that honour every good tongue 
blesses, 55 

Nor to betray you any way to sorrow— 
You have too much, good lady ; but to 
know 

How yon stand minded in the weighty 
difference 

Between the King and you, and to deliver, 
Like free and honest men, our just opinions 
And comforts to your cause. 

Cam. Most honour’d madam, 

My Lord of York, out of his noble nature, 
Zeal and obedience he still bore your Grace, 
Forgetting, like a good man, your late 
censure 

Both of his truth and him—which was too 
far— 65 

Offers, as I do, in a sign of peace, 

His service and his counsel. 

Q. Kath, [Asidel To betray me.— 
My lords, 1 thank you both for your good 
wills ; 

Yc speak like honest men—pray God ye 
prove so 1 

But how to make ye suddenly an answer, 70 
In such a point of weight, so near mine 
honour, 

More near my life, I fear, with my weak wit, 
And to such men of gravity and learning, 

In truth I know not. 1 was set at work 
Among my maids, full little, God knows, 
looking 75 

Either for such men or such business. 

For her sake that I have been—for 1 feel 
The last fit of my greatness—good your 
Graces, 

Let me have time and counsel for my cause. 
Alas, I am a woman, friendless, hopeless I 

WoU Madam, you wrong the King’s love 
with these fears ; si 

Your hopes and friends are infinite. 

Q, Kath. In England 

But little for my profit; can you think, 
lords. 

That any Englishman dare give me counsel? 
Or be a known friend, 'gainst his Highness’ 
pleasure— 
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Scene 1] 

Though he be grown so desperate to be 
honest— 

And live a subject ? Nay, forsooth, my 
friends, 

They that must weigh out my afflictions. 
They that my trust must grow to, live not 
here; 

They are, as all my other comforts, far 
hence, ‘>c 

In mine owm country, lords. 

Cam, I would your Grace 

Wo lid leave your griefs, and take my 
counsel. 

Q. Kath. How. sir ? 

Cam, Put your main cause into the King’s 
protection ; 

He’s loving and most gracious. ‘Twill be 
much 

Both for your honour better and your 
cause; 95 

Fcr if the trial of the law overtake ye 
Voj'll part away disgrac’d. 

Wol. He tells you rightly. 

Q. Kfd/t. Ye tell me what ye wish for 
both—my ruin. 

Is this your Christian counsel ? Out upon 
ye 1 

Heaven is above all yet : there sits a Judge 
That no king can corrupt. 

Cam. Your rage mistakes us. 

(}, Kalh. The more shame for ye ; holy 
men I thought ye, 

Upon my soul, two reverend cardinal 
virtues ; 

But cardinal sins and hollow hearts 1 fear 
yo. 

Mend 'em, lor shame, my lords. Is (his 
your comfort ? 5 

The cordial that ye bring a wretched lady— 
A woman lost among ye, laugh’d at. 
scorn'd ? 

I will not wish ye half my miseries ; 

I have more charity ; hut say I warn’d ye. 
Take heed, for heaven’s sake take heed, lest 
at once >10 

The burden of my sorrows fall upon ye. 

WoZ. Madam, this is a mere distraction ; 
You turn the good we offer into envy. 

Q. Kath. Ye turn me into nothing. Woe 
upon ye. 

And all such false professors ! Would you 
have me— *15 

If you have any justice, any pity, 

If ye be any thing but churchmen’s habits— 
Put my sick cause into his bands that hates 
me ? 

Alas I has banish’d me his bed already, 

His love too long ago ! I am old, my lords. 
And all the fellow^ship 1 hold now with him 
Is only my obedience. What can happen 
To me above this wretchedness ? All your 
studies 

Make me a curse like this. 

Cam. Your fears are worse. 


Q. Kath. Have 1 liv'd thus long—let me 
speak myself, 125 

Since virtue finds no friends—a wife, a true 
one ? 

A woman, I dare say without vain-glory, 
NevfT yet branded with suspicion ? 

Have I with all my full affections 
Still met the King, lov’d him next heav'n, 
obey’d him, 130 

Been, out of fondness, superstitious to him, 
Almost forgot my prayers to content him. 
And am T thus rewarded ? 'Tis not well, 
lords. 

Bring me a constant woman to her husband. 
One that ne'er dream’d a joy beyond his 
pleasure, 135 

And to that woman, when she has done 
mos^, 

Yet will 1 add an honour—a great patience. 

Wol. Madam, you wander from the good 
we aim at. 

0. Kath. My lord, I dare not make myself 
so guilty, 

I’o give up willingly that noble title iio 
Your master wed me to ; nothing but death 
Shall e'er divorce my dignities. 

Wol. Pray hear me. 

Q. Kath. Would I had never trod this 
Pmglish earth, 

Or feit the flatteries that grow upon it I 
Yc have angels' faces, but heaven knows 
your hearts. ns 

What will become of me now, wretched 
lady ? 

I am the most unhappy woman living. 

[7V) her U’omenl Alas, poor wenches, where 
are now your fortunes ? 
Shipwreck’d upon a kingdom, where no 
pity. 

No friends, no hope ; no kindred weep fer 
me; r.o 

Almost no grave allow’d me. like the lily. 
That once was mistress of the field, and 
flc'urish’d. 

ril hang my head and perish. 

Wol. If your Grace 

Could but be brought to know our ends are 
honest. 

You’d feel more comfort. Why should wc, 
good lady, 155 

Upon what cause, wrong you ? Alas, our 
places, 

The way of our profession is against it; 
We are to cure such sorrows, not to sow ’em. 
For goodness’ .sake, consider what you do ; 
How you may hurt yourself, ay, utterly o 
Grow from the King’s acquaintance, by this 
carriage. 

The hearts of princes kiss obedience. 

So much they love it; but to stubborn 
spirits 

They swell and grow as terrible as storms. 
I know you have a gentle, noble temper, i(>5 
A soul as even as a calm. Pray think us 
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Those we profess, peace-makers, friends, 
and servants. 

Cam, Madam, you’ll find it so. You 
wrong your virtues 

With these weak women's fears. A noble 
spirit. 

As yours was put into you, ever casts i7‘> 
Such doubts as false coin from it. The King 
loves you; 

Beware you lose it not. For us, if you please 
To trust us in your business, we are ready 
To use our utmost studies in your service. 

Q, Katli, Do what ye will, my lords ; and 
pray forgive me 175 

If 1 have us’d myself unmannerly ; 

You know 1 am a woman, lacking wit 
To make a seemly answer to such persons. 
Pray do my service to his Majesty ; 

He has my heart yet, and shall have my 
prayers iHo 

While I shall have my life. Come, reverend 
fathers. 

Bestow your counsels on me ; she now begs 
That little thought, when she set footing 
here. 

She should have bought her dignities so 
dear. (Exeiinf. 

SciiNii 11. London. The palace. 

Enter the Duke or Norfolk, the Duke of 

Suffolk, the Earl of Surrey, ami the 

Lord Chamberlain. 

Nor, If you will now unite in your 
complaints 

And force them with a constancy, the 
Cardinal 

Cannot stand under them : if you omit 
The Oder of this time, I cannot promise 
But that you shall sustain moe new 
disgraces 5 

With these you bear already. 

Sur, I am joyful 

To meet the least occasion that may give 
me 

Remembrance of my father-in-law, the 
Duke, 8 

To be reveng'd on him. 

Stif. Which of the peers 

Have uncontcmn’d gone by him, or at least 
Strangely neglected ? When did he regard 
The stamp of nobleness in any person 
Out of himself ? 

Cham. My lords, you speak your plea¬ 
sures. 

What he deserves of you and me I know ; 
What we can do to him—though now the 
time 13 

Gives way to us—I much fear. If you 
cannot 

Bar his access to th’ King, never attempt 
Anything on him ; for he hath a witchcraft 
Over the King in’s tongue. 

Nor. O, fear him not! 
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His spell in that is out; the King hath 
found 20 

Matter against him that for ever mars 
The honey of his language. No, he’s 
settled. 

Not to come od, in his displeasure. 

Sur, Sir, 

I should be glad to hear such news as this 
Once every hour. 

Nor, Believe it, this is true : 25 

In the divorce his contrary proceedings 
Are all unfolded ; wherein he appears 
As 1 would wish mine enemy. 

Sur, How came 

His practices to light ? 

Suf. Most strangely 

Sur. O, how, how ? 

Suf. The Cardinal’s letters to the Pope 
miscarried, 3« 

And came to th’ eye o’ th’ King ; wherein 
was read 

How that the Cardinal did entreat his 
Holiness 

To stay the judgment o* th’ di^'orce ; for if 
It did take place, ‘ I do ’ quoth he ‘perceive 
My king is tangled in adection to 35 

A creature of the Queen’s, Lady Anne 
Bullen 

Sur, Has the King this ? 

Suf. Believe it. 

Sur. Will this work ? 

Chari, 'I’he King in this pcrcei\cs him 
how he coasts 

And hedges his own way. But in this point 
All his tricks founder, and he brings his 
physic 40 

After his patient’s death : the King already 
Hath married the fair lady. 

Sur. Would he had ! 

Suf. May you be happy in your wish, my 
lord! 

For. 1 profess, you have it. 

Sur. Now, all my joy 

Trace the conjunction ! 

Suf. My amen to't! 

Nor. All men's ! 45 

Suf. There's order given for her corona¬ 
tion ; 

Marry, this is yet but young, and may be 
left 

To some ears unrccounted. But, my lords, 
She is a gallant creature, and complete 
In mind and feature. I persuade me from 
her 50 

Will fall some blessing to this land, which 
shall 

In it be memoriz’d. 

Sur. But will the King 

Digest this letter of the Cardinal’s ? 

The Lord forbid ! 

Nor. Marry, amen I 

Suf. No, no; 

There be moe wasps that buzz about his 
nose 55 
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Scene 2] 

Will make this sting the sooner. Cardinal 
Campciiis 

Is stoVn away to Rome; hath ta^en no 
leave; 

Has left the cause o* th’ King unliandlcd, and 
Is posted, as the agent of our Cardinal, 

To second all his plot. 1 do assure you Oo 
The King cried ‘ Ha ! ’ at this. 

Cham. Now, God incense him, 

And let him cry ‘ Ha ! * louder ! 

Nor. But, my lord. 

When returns Cranmer ? 

Suf. He is return’d, in his opinions; 
which 

Have satisfied the King for his divorce, 05 
Together with all famous colleges 
Almost in Christendom. Shortly, 1 believe, 
His second marriage shall be publish’d, and 
Her coronation. Katharine no more Ofj 
Siiall be call’d queen, but princess dowager 
And widow to Prince Arthur. 

Nor. This same Cranmer’s 

A worthy fellow, and hath ta’cn much pain 
In the King’s business. 

Suf. He has ; and we shall see him 
For it an archbishop. 

Nor. So I hear. 

Suf. 'Tis so. 

Enter Wolsey and Cromwell. 

The Cardinal! 

Nor. Observe, observe, he’s moody. 
Wol. The packet, Cromwell, 70 

Gave’t you the King ? 

Crom, To his own hand, in’s bedchamber. 
Wol. Look’d he o' th’ inside of the paper ? 
Croitt. Presently 

He did unseal them ; and the first he 
view'd. 

He did it with a serious mind ; a heed Sf> 
Was in his contenance. You he bade 
Attend him here this morning. 

Wol. Is he ready 

To come abroad ? 

Crom, I think by this he is. 

Wol. Leave me awhile, [Exit Cromwell. 
[Aside] It shall be to the Duchess of 
Alen^,>n, Sf: 

The French King’s sister; he shall marry her. 
Anne Bullcn ! No, I’ll no Anne Bullens for 
him ; 

There's more in't than fair visage. Biillen I 
No, we’ll no Bullens. Speedily I wish 
To hear from Home. The Marcliioness of 
Pembroke! 9^* 

Nor. He’s discontented. 

Suf, May be he hears the King 

Does whet his anger to him. 

Sur, Sharp enough. 

Lord, for thy justice I 
Wol. [Aside] The late Queen’s gentle¬ 
woman, a knight’s daughter. 

To be her mistress' mistress 1 The Queen's 
queen i 9 S 


This candle burns not clear. 'Tis I must 
snuff it; 

Then out it goes. What though I know her 
virtuous 

And well deserving ? Yet I know her for 
A splecny Lutheran; and not wholesome 
to 

Our cause that she should lie i' th’ bosom of 
Our hard-rul’d King, Again, there is 
sprung up 101 

An heretic, an arch one, Cranmer; one 
Hath crawl’d into the favour of the King, 
And is Ids oracle. 

Nor. He is vex'd at something. 

Enter the King, reading of a schedule, and 
Lovell. 

Sur. I would 'twerc something that would 
fret the string, 105 

The master-cord on’s heart! 

Suf. The King, the King I 

King. What piles of wealth hath iie 
accumulated 

To his own portion I And what expense by 
th’ hour 

Seems to flow from him ! How, i’ th’ name 
of thrift, 

Does he rake this together ?—Now, my 
lords, no 

Saw you the Cardinal ? 

Nor. My lord, w’e have 

Stood here observing him. Some strange 
commotion 

Is in his brain: he bites his lip and starts, 
Stops on a sudden, looks upon the ground, 
Hieii lays his finger on his temple ; straight 
Springs out into fast gait; then stops again. 
Strikes his breast hard ; and anon he casts 
His eye against the moon. In most strange 
postures 118 

We have seen him set himself. 

King. It may well be 

There is a mutiny in’s mind. Tlds morning 
Papers of state he sent me to peruse. 

As 1 requir’d ; and wot you what I found 
Theie—on my conscience, put unwittingly? 
Forsooth, an inventory, thus importing 2.4 
The several parcels of his plate, his treasure. 
Rich stuffs, and ornaments of household ; 
which 

I find at such proud rate that it outspeaks 
Possession of a subject. 

Nor. It’s heaven's will; 

Some spirit put this paper in the packet 
To bless your eye withal. 

King. If w'e did think 130 

His contemplation were above the earth 
And fix’d on spiritual object, he should still 
Dwell in his musings ; but 1 am afraid 
His thinkings are below the moon, not 
worth 

His serious considering. 

[The King takes his seat and whispers 
Lovell, who goes to the Cardinal. 
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Wol. Heaven forgive me I 
Ever God bless your Highness ! 

King. Good, my lord. 

You are full of heavenly stuff, and bear the 
inventory 

Of your best graces in your mind ; the 
which 

You were now running o’er. You have 
scarce time 13 ) 

To steal from spiritual leisure a brief span 
I’o keep your earthly audit; sure, in thai 
I deem you an ill husband, and am glad 
To Jiavc you therein my companion. 

WoL Sir, 

For holy offices 1 have a time ; a time 11« 
To think upon the part of business 3vhich 
I bear i’ th’ state ; and nature does require 
Her times of preservation, which perforce 
I, her frail son, amongst my brethren 
mortal. 

Must give my tendance to. 

King. You have said well. 

WoL And ever may your Highness yoke 
together, i-c 

As I will lend you cause, my doing well 
With my well saying ! 

King. 'Tis well said again ; 

And ’tis a kind of good deed to say well ; 
And yet words arc no deeds. My father 
lov’d you: 

He said he did; and with his deed did 
crown 

His word upon you. Since 1 had my office 
I have kept you next my heart; have not 
alone 

Employ’d you where high profits might 
come home. 

But par’d my present havings to bestow 
My bounties upon you. 

Wo/. fAsi<ie] What should this mean ? n'-o 

Sw\ [Aside] The Lord increase this 
business I 

King, Have I not made you 

The prime man of the state ? 1 pray you 

tell me 

If what 1 now pronounce you have found 
true; 

And, if you may confess it, say withal 
If you are bound to us or no. What say 
you ? ir.5 

WoL My sovereign, I confess your royal 
graces, 

Show'r'd on me daily, have been more than 
could 

My studied purposes requite ; which went 
Beyond all man’s endeavours. My en¬ 
deavours. 

Have ever come too short of my desires, 170 
Yet fil’d with my abilities ; mine own ends 
Have been mine so that evermore they 
pointed 

To th’ good of your most sacred person and 
The profit of the state. For your great; 
graces 


[Act 3 

Heap’d upon me, poor undeserver, 1 17.') 

Can nothing render but allegiant thanks ; 
My pray'rs to heaven for you ; my loyalty, 
Which ever has and ever shall be growing, 
lill death, that winter, kill it. 

King. Fairly answ'er’d ! 

A loyal and obedient subject is iSo 

Therein illustrated ; the honour of it 
Does pay the act of it, as, i’ th' contrary, 
The foulness is the punishment. I presume 
That, as my hand has open’d bounty to you, 
My heart dropp'd lo\'e, my pow’r rain’d 
honour, more iss 

On you than any, so your hand and heart, 
Your brain, and every function of your 
power, 

Should, notwithstanding that your bond of 
duty, 

As 'twere in love’s particular, be more 
I'o me, your friend, than any. 

W’ol. I do profess I'lo 

That for your Highness’ good 1 ever 
labour'd 

More than mine own ; that am, have, and 
will be— 

Though all the world should crack their 
duty to you, 

And throw it from their soul ; though 
perils did 

Abound as thick as thought could make 
’em, and i >5 

Appear in forms more horrid-~yct my duty. 
As doth a rock against the chiding flood, 
Should the approach of this wild river 
break, 

And stand unshaken yours. 

King. ’Tis nobly spoken. 

Take notice, lords, he has a loyal breast, .mk) 
For you ha\x‘ seen him open't. Read o’er 
this ; IGh’ing him papers. 

And after, this ; and then to breakfast 
with 

What appetite you have. lExd the King, 
frowning upon the Cardinal ; the 
Nobles throng after him, smiling 
a.id whispering. 

Wol. What should this mean ? 

What sudden anger's this ? How have I 
reap’d it ? 

He parted frowning from me, as if ruin 205 
Leap’d from his eyc?s ; so looks the chafed 
lion 

Upon the daring huntsman that has gall’d 
him— 

Then makes him nothing. I must read this 
paper; 

I fear, the story of his anger, ’Tis so ; 

ITiis paper has undone me. Tis th' 
account 210 

Of all that world of wealth 1 have drawn 
together 

For mine own ends; indeed, to gain the 
popedom, 

And fee my friends in Rome. O negligence. 
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Scene 2] 

Fit for a fool to fall by ! What cross devil 
Made me put this main secret in the packet 
I sent the King ? Is there no way to cure 
this ? 

No new device to beat this from his brains ? 
1 know 'twill stir him strongly ; yet I know 
A way, if it take right, in spite of fortune, 
Will bring me off again. What's this ? ‘ To 
th' Pope.' 2 

The letter, as I live, with all the business 
I writ to’s Holiness. Nay then, farewell! 

1 have touch’d the highest point of all my 
greatness, 

And from that full meridian of my glory 
I haste now to my setting. I shall fall 
Like a bright exhalation in the evening. 
And no man see me more. 

Re-enter to Wolsey the Dukks of Norfolk 
and Suffolk, the Eakl of Surrey, and 
the 1 ord Chamberlain. 

Nor. Hear the King’s pleasure, Cardinal, 
who commands you 
To render up the great seal presently 
Into our hands, and to confine yourself 2 i<. 
To Asher House, my Lord of Winchester’s, 
Till you hear further from his Highness. 

WoL Stay : 

Where’s your commission, lords ? Words 
cannot carry 
Authority so weighty. 

Suf. Who dare cross 'cm. 

Bearing the King’s will from his mouth 
expressly ? .3 > 

Wo/. Till 1 find more than will or words 
to do it— 

1 mean your malice—know, officious lords, 
I dare and must deny it. Now 1 feel 
Of what coarse metal ye arc moulded— 
envy ; 

How^ eagerly ye follow my disgraces, -4" 
As if it fed ye ; and how sleek and w^anton 
Ye appear in every thing may bring my 
ruin I 

Follow your envious courses, men of malice; 
You have Christian warrant for ’em, and 
no douht 244 

In time will find their fit rewards. That seal 
You ask with such a violence, the King— 
Mine and your master—with his own hand 
gave me; 

Bade me enjoy it, with the place and 
honours. 

During my life ; and, to confirm his good¬ 
ness, 

Tied it by letters-patents. Now, who’ll take 
it ? 250 

Snr. The King, that gave it. 

Wol. It must be himself then. 

Sur, Thou art a proud traitor, priest. 
Wol. Proud lord, thou liest. 

Within these forty hours Surrey durst 
better 

Have burnt that tongue than said so. 
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Sur. Thy ambitiont 

Thou scarlet sin, robb'd this bcw^ailing land 
Of noble Buckingham, my father-in-law. 
The heads of all thy brother cardinals, 257 
With thee and all thy best parts bound 
together. 

Weigh’d not a hair of his. Plague of your 
policy I 

You sent me deputy for Ireland ; 200 

Far from his succour, from the King, from 
all 

That might have mercy on the fault thou 
gav’st him ; 

Whilst your great goodness, out of holy 
pity. 

Absolv’d him with an axe. 

Wol. This, and all else 264 

This talking lord can lay upon my credit, 
I answer is most false. The Duke by lav.^ 
Found his deserts ; how innocent I was 
From any private malice in his end, 

His noble jury and foul cause can witness. 
If I lov’d many words, lord, I should tell 
you 2ro 

You have as little honesty as honour, 

That in the w^ay of loyalty and truth 
1 oward the King, my ever royal master, 
Dare mate a sounder man than Surrey can 
be 

And all that Io\ e his follies. 

Sur. By my soul, :7s 

Your long coat, priest, protects you ; theu 
shouldst feel 

My sword i’ th’ life-blood of thee else. My 
lords, 

Can ye endure to hear this arrogance ? 
And from this fellow ? If we live thus 
tamely, 

To be thus jaded by a piece of scarlet, 
Farewell nobility! Let his Grace go 
forward 

And dare us with his cap like larks. 

Wol. All goodness 

Is poison to thy stomach. 

Sur. Yes, that goodness 

Of gleaning all the land’s wealth into one. 
Into your own hands, Cardinal, by extor¬ 
tion ; 2S5 

The goodness of your intercepted packets 
You writ to th’ Pope against the King ; 
your goodness, 

Since you provoke me, shall be most 
notorious. 

My Lord of Norfolk, as you are truly noble, 
As you respect the common good, the 
state 

Of our despis’d nobility, our issues, 2<)i 

Whom, if he live, will scarce be gentlemen— 
Produce the grand sum of his sins, the 
articles 

Collected from his life. I’ll startle you 
Worse than the sacring bell, when the 
browm wench 295 

Lay kissing in your arms, Lord Cardinal. 
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WoL How much, methinks, 1 could 
despise this man, 

But that I am bound in charity against it! 

Nor. Those articles, my lord, are in the 
King's hand; 

But, thus much, they are foul ones. 

WoL So much fairer 300 

And spotless shall mine innocence arise. 
When the King knows my truth. 

Siir. This cannot save you. 

I thank my memor>^ I yet remember 
Some of these articles ; and out they shall. 
Now, if you can blush and cry guilty. 
Cardinal, 3'’5 

You’ll show a little honesty. 

WoL Speak on, sir; 

I dare your worst objections, if I blush, 

It is to sSee a nobleman want manners. 

Sur. I had rather want those than my 
head. Have at you ! 

First, that without the King's assent or 
knowledge 

You wrought to be a legate ; by which 
power 

You maim’d the jurisdiction of all bishops. 

Nor. Then, that in all you w'rit to Rome, 
or else 

To foreign princes, ' Ego et Rex mens ’ 
Was still inscrib’d ; in which you brought 
the King 3*3 

To be your servant. 

Suf. Then, that without the knowledge 
Either of King or Council, when you went 
Ambassador to the Emperor, you made 
bold 

To carry into Flanders the great seal. 31 > 

Sur, Item, you sent a large commission 
To Gregory dc Cassndo, to conclude. 
Without the King’s will or the state's 
allowance, 

A league between Iiis Highness and Ferrara. 

Suf, That out of mere ambition you have 
caus’d 

Your holy hat to be stamp'd on the King's 
coin. 3*3 

Sur, Then, that you have sent innumer¬ 
able substance. 

By what means got 1 leave to your own 
conscience, 

To furnish Rome and to prepare the 
ways 32« 

You have for dignities, to the mere undoing 
Of all the kingdom. Many more there are, 
Which, since they are of you, and odious, 
I will not taint my mouth with. 

Cham, O my lord, 

Press not a falling man too far ! 'Tis virtue. 
His faults lie open to the laws; let them. 
Not you, correct him. My heart weeps to 
see him 335 

So little of his great self. 

Sur, I forgive him. 

Suf. Lord Cardinal, the King’s further 
pleasure is— 


[Act 3 

Because all those things you have done of 
late. 

By your power legatine within this 
kingdom. 

Fall into th' compass of a praemunire— 340 
That therefore such a writ be sued against 
you: 

To forfeit all your goods, lands, tenements, 
Chattels, and whatsoever, and to be 
Out of the King's protection. This is my 
charge. 

Nor. And so we'll leave you to your 
meditations 515 

How to live better. For your stubborn 
answer 

About the giving back the great seal to us, 
The King shall know it, and, no doubt, 
shall thank you. 

So fare you well, my little good Lord 
Cardinal. [ExeutU all but Wolsey, 

WoL So farewell to the little good you 
bear me. 33 > 

Farcw'ell, a long farewell, to all my great¬ 
ness ! 

lliis is the state of man: to-day he puts 
forth 

The tender leaves of hopes; to-morrow 
blossoms 

And bears his blushing honours thick upon 
him ; 35» 

ITie third day comes a frost, a killing frost, 
And when he thinks, good easy man, full 
surely 

His greatness is a-ripening, nips his root, 
And then he falls, as 1 do. I have ventur'd, 
Like little wanton boys that swim on 
bladders, 

This many summers in a sea of glory ; 

But far beyond my depth. My high-blown 
pride 

At length broke under me, and now^ has 
left me, 

Weary and old with service, to the mercy 
Of a rude stream, that niUsSt for ever hide 
me. 

Vain pomp and glory of this world, I hate 
ye; 3'»5 

I feel my heart new open’d. O, how 
WTetched 

Is that poor man that hangs on princes’ 
favours I 

There is betwixt that smile we would 
aspire to, 

That sweet aspect of princes, and their ruin 
More pangs and fears than wars or women 
have; 370 

And when he falls, he falls like Lucifer, 
Never to hope again. 

Enter Cromwell, standing amazed. 

Why, how now, Cromwell! 

Crom. I have no power to speak, sir. 

WoL What, amaz’d 

At my misfortunes ? Can thy spirit wonder 
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Scene 2] 

A great man should decline ? Nay, an you 
weep, 375 

I am fairn indeed. 

Cram. How docs your Grace ? 

Wol Why, well ; 

Never so truly happy, my good Cromwell. 
1 know myself now, and I feel within me 
A peace above all earthly dignities, 

A still and quiet conscience. The King has 
cur'd me, 3«o 

I humbly thank his Grace ; and from these 
shoulders. 

These ruin’d pillars, out of pity, taken 
A load would sink a navy—too much 
honour. 

O, 'tis a burden, Cromwell, 'tis a burden 
Too heavy for a man that hopes for heaven! 

Cram. I am glad your Grace has made 
that right use of it. 

Wol. I hope I have. 1 am able now, 
methinks, 

Out of a fortitude of soul I feel, 

I'o endure more miseries and greater far 
'I han my weak-hearted enemies dare offer. 
What news abroad ? 

Crom. The heaviest and the worst 

Is your displeasure with the King. 

Wol. God bless him I 

Crom, The next is that Sir Thomas More 
is chosen 303 

Lord Ciiancellor in your place. 

Wol. That’s somewhat sudden. 

But he’s a learned man. May he continue 
Long in his Highness’ favour, and do justice 
For truth's sake and his conscience; that 
his bones, 

When he has run his course and sleeps in 
blessings. 

May have a tomb of orphans’ tears wept on 
him! 

What more ? 

Crom. That Cranmer is return'd with 
welcome, 4 

Install'd Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Wol. That's news indeed. 

Crom. Last, that the Lady Anne, 

Whom the King hath in secrecy long 
married, 

This day was view'd in open as his queen, 
Going to chapel; and the voice is now ^>5 
Only about her coronation. 

Wol. There was the weight that pull’d me 
down. O Cromwell, 

The King has gone beyond me. All my 
glories 

In that one woman 1 have lost for ever. 
No sun shall ever usher forth mine honours. 
Or gild again the noble troops that waited 
Upon my smiles. Go get thee from me, 
Cromwell; 

I am a poor fall'n man. unworthy now 
'lo be thy lord and master. Seek the King; 
That sun, I pray, may never set! I have, 
told him 415 


What and how true thou art. He will 
advance thee; 

Some little memory of me will stir him— 
1 know his noble nature—not to let 
Thy hopeful service perish too. Good 
Cromwell, 

Neglect him not; make use now, and 
provide 4-": 

For thine own future safety. 

Crom. O my lord. 

Must I then leave you ? Must 1 needs forgo 
So good, sv> noble, and so true a master ? 
Bear witness, all that have not hearts of 
iron, 

With what a sorrow Cromwell leaves his 
lord. 4'3 

The King shall have my service ; but my 
prayers 

For ever and for ever shall be yours. 

Wol. Cromwell, 1 did not think to shed a 
tear 

In all my miseries: but thou hast forc’d me. 
Out of thy honest truth, to play the woman. 
Let’s dry our eyes ; and thus far hear me, 
Cromwell, 431 

And when 1 am forgotten, as I shall be, 
And sleep in dull cold marble, where no 
mention 

Of me more must be heard of, say I taught 
thee— 

Say Wolscy, that once trod the ways of 
glory, 435 

And sounded all the depths and shoals of 
honour, 

Found thee a way, out of his wreck, to 
rise in— 

A sure and safe one, though thy master 
miss’d it. 

Mark but my fall and that that ruin’d me. 
Cromwell, 1 charge thee, fling away 
ambition: 440 

By that sin fell the angels. How can man 
then, 

The image of his Maker, hope to win by it ? 
Love thyself last; cherish those hearts that 
hate thee; 

Corruption wins not more than honesty. 
Still in thy right hand carry gentle peace 
To silence envious tongues. Be just, and 
fear not; 44^ 

Let all the ends thou alm’st at be thy 
country’s. 

Thy God’s, and truth's; then, if thou fall'st, 
O Cromwell, 

Thou fall'st a blessed martyr! 

Serve the King, and—prithee lead me 
in. 450 

There take an inventory of aU I have 
To the last penny; 'tis the King's. My 
robe, 

And my integrity to heaven, is all 
I dare now call mine own. O Cromwell, 
Cromwell! 454 

Had I but serv'd my God with half the zeal 

773 



KING HENRY THE EIGHTH 

I serv’d my King, he would not in mine age 
Have left me naked to mine enemies. 
Crom. Good sir, have patience. 

Wol. So 1 have. Farewell 

The hopes of court! My hopes in heaven 
do dwell. IFxennt 

ACT FOUR 

SciiNE t. A street in Westminster. 
Enter two Gentlemen, meeting one another. 

1 Gent, Y’arc well met once again. 

2 Gent. So arc you. 

1 Gent. You come to take your stano 

here, and behold 

Tlie Lady Anne pass from her coronation ? 

2 Gent. 'Tis all mv business. At our Iasi 

encounter 

The Duke of Buckingliam came from his 
trial. 

1 Gent. 'Tis very true. But that tinu 

otFer’d sorrow ; 

This, general joy. 

2 Gent. 'Tis well. The citizens. 

1 am sure, have shown at full their royal 
minds— 

As, let ’em have their rights, they arc ever 
forward— 

In celebration of this day with shows, i 
Pageants, and sights of honour. 

1 Gent. Never greater, 

Nor, I’ll assure you, better taken, sir. 

2 Gent. .May I be bold to ask what that 

contains, 

That paper in your hand ? 

1 Gent. Yes ; 'tis the list 

Of those that claim their offices this day, i;. 
By custom of the coronation. 

The Duke of Suffolk is the first, and claims 
To be High Steward ; next, the Duke of 
Norfolk, 

He to be Earl Marshal. You may read the 
rest. 

2 Gent. I thank you, sir ; had I not 

known those customs, 

1 should have been beholding to your paper. 
But, I beseech you, what's become of 
Katharine, 

The Princess Dowager ? How goes her 
business ? 

1 Gent. That I can tell you too. The 
Archbishop 

Of Canterbury, accompanied with other 
Learned and reverend fathers of his order, 
Held a late court at Dunstable, six miles off 
From Ampthill, where the Princess lay ; 
to which 

She was often cited by them, but appear'd 
not. 

And, to be short, for not appearance and 30 
The King's late scruple, by the main assent 
Of all these learned men, she was divorc'd, 
And the late marriage made of none effect; 
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Since which she was removed to Kimboiton, 
Where she remains now sick. 

2 Gent. Alas, good la ly ! 35 

ITrumpets. 

The trumpets sound. Stand close, the 
Queen is coming, |Hauff)oys. 

The Order of the Coronation. 

1 . A lirely flourish of trumpets, 

2 . Then two Judg?s. 

3 . lord Chan cllor, with purse and mace 

before him. 

4 . C'horisters singing. (Music. 

5 . Kaycr cf Li iidon, bearing the mace. 

Then Ga ter, in his coat of arms, 
and on his head he wore a gilt 
copper crown. 

6. Marqcus Dorset, bearing a sceptre of 

gold, on his head a demi-coronal of 
gold. With him, the Earl of 

Si’RREY, bearing the 10J of silver 
with the dove, ctowned with an earl's 
coronet. Collars of Esses. 

7. Duke of Suffolk, in his robe of estate, 

his coronet on his head, bearing a 
long white wand, as High Sieward. 
With him, the Duke of Norfolk, 
with the rod of marshalship, a 
coronet on his head. Collars of 
Esses. 

8 . A canopy borne by four of the Cinque- 

ports ; under it the Queen in her 
7 vbe ; in her hair richly adorned 
with pearl, crowned. On each side 
her, the Pishops of London and 
Winchester. 

9. The old DviHiiss or Norfolk, in a 

coronal of gold, wrought with flowers, 
bearing the Queen's train. 
iO, Certain Ladies or Countesses, with plain 
circlets of gold ivithout flowers. 

[Exetmt, first passing over the stage in 
order and state, and then a gre U 
flourish of trumpets. 

2 Gent. A royal tra'n, believe me. These 
1 know. 

Who’s that that bears the sceptre ? 

1 Gent. Marquis Dorset ; 

And that the Earl of Surrey, with the rod. 

2 Gent. A bold brave gentleman. That 

should be 

The Duke of Suffolk ? 

1 GcHf. 'Tis the same—High Stcw'ard. u 

2 Gent. And that my Lord of Norfolk ? 

1 Gent. Yes. 

2 Gent. [Looking on the Queen] Heaven 

bless thee! 

Thou hast the sweetest face I ever look’d 
on. 

Sir, as I have a soul, she is an angel; 

Our king has all the Indies in his arms, 45 
And more and richer, when he strains that 
lady ; 
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Scene 1] 

I cannot blame his conscience. 

1 Gent. They that bear 

The cloth of honour over her are four 

barons 

Of the Cinque-ports. 

2 Gent. Those men are happy ; and so are 

all are near her. 

I take it she that carries up the train 
Is that old noble lady, Duchess of Norfolk. 

1 Gent. It is; and all the rest arc 

countesses. 

2 Gent. 1 heir coronets say so. These arc 

stars indeed. 

And sometimes falling ones. 

1 Gent. No more of that. 

[Exii Procession, with a great flourish 
of trumpets. 

Enter a third Gentleman. 

God save you, sir ! Where have you been 
broiling ? 

3 Gent. Among the crowd i' th’ Abbey, 

where a finger 

Could not be wedg’d in more ; I am stifled 
With the mere rankness of their joy. 

2 Gent. You saw 

riic ceremony ? 

3 Gent. That 1 did. 

1 Gent. How was it ? <•< 

3 Gent. Well worth the seeing. 

2 Gent. Good sir, speak it to us. 

3 Gent. As well as I am able. The rich 

stream 

Of lords and ladies, having brought the 
Queen 

To a prepar’d place in the choir, fell off 
A distance from her, while her Grace sat 
down 05 

To rest awhile, some half an hour or so. 

In a rich chair of state, opposing freely 
'fhe beauty of her person to the people. 
Believe me, sir, she is the goodliest woman 
'I'hat ever lay by man ; which when the 
people 7 ( 

Had the full view of, such a noise arose 
As the shrouds make at sea in a stiff 
tempest. 

As loud, and to as many tunes ; hats, 
cloaks— 

Doublets, I think—flew up, and had their 
faces 

Been loose, this day thc;y had been lost. 

Such joy 75 

I never saw before. Great-bellied women, 
That had not half a week to go, like 
rams 

In the old time of war, would shake the 
press. 

And make ’em reel before ’em. No man 
living 

Could say ‘ This is my wife ' there, all were 
woven So 

So strangely in one piece. 

2 Gent. But what follow’d ? 


3 Gent. At length her Grace rose, and 
with modest paces 

Came to the altar, where she kneel'd, and 
saintlike 

Cast her fair eyes to heaven, and pray’d 
devoutly. 

Then rose again, and bow’d her to the 
people; s.s 

When by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
She had all the royal makings of a 
queen : 

As holy oil, Edward Confessor’s crown, 

I hc rod, and bird of peace, and all such 
emblems 

Laid nobly on her ; which perform'd, the 
choir, ’JO 

VV’ith all the choicest music of the kingdom, 
Together sung ‘ I’c Deum ’. So she parted. 
And with the same full state pac’d back 
again 

To York Place, where the feast is held. 

1 Gent. Sir, 

You must no more call it Y'ork Place : 

that’s past; os 

For since the Cardinal fell that titlo’s lost. 
’Tis now the King's, and call’d Whitehall. 

3 Genl. 1 know it: 

But 'tis so lately alter'd that the old name 
Is fresh about me. 

2 (jcnl. What two reverend bishops 
Were those that went on each side of the 

Queen ? joo 

3 Gent. Stokesly and Gardiner: the one 

of Winchester, 

Newly preferr’d from the King's secretary; 
The other, London. 

2 Gent. He of Winchester 

Is held no great good lover of the Arch¬ 
bishop’s, 

The virtuous Cranmer. 

3 Gent. All the land knows that; 105 
However, yet there is no great breach. 

When it comes, 

Cranmer will find a friend will not shrink 
from him. 

2 Gent. Who may that be, I pray you ? 

3 Gent. Thomas Cromwell, 

A man in much esteem with th' King, and 

truly 

A worthy friend. The King has made him 
Master no 

O' th’ Jewel House, 

And one, already, of the Privy Council. 

2 Genl. He will deserve more. 

3 Gent. Yes, without all doubt. 

Come, gentlemen, ye shall go my way, 

which 

Is to th’ court, and there ye shall be my 
guests : 

Something I can command. As I walk 
thither, no 

I’ll tell yc more. 

Both. Y^ou may command us, sir, 

[ExeunL 
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Scene II* Kimbolion, 

Enter Katharine, Voufager, sick; led 
between Griffith, her Gentleman Vshett 
and Patience, her woman, 

Grif, How does your Grace ? 

Kath, O Griffith, sick to death ! 

My legs like loaden branches bow to th* 
earth. 

Willing to leave their burden. Reach a 
chair. 

So—now, methinks, I feel a little ease. 
Didst thou not tell me, Griffith, as thou 
led'st me, 5 

That the great child of honour. Cardinal 
Wolsey, 

Was dead ? 

Grif, Yes, madam; but 1 think your 
Grace, 

Out of the pain you suffer'd, gave no ear 
to't. 

Kath, Prithee, good Griffith, tell me how 
he died. 

If well, he stepp’d before me, happily, 

For my example. 

Grif. Well, the voice goes, madam ; 
For after the stout Earl Northumberland 
Arrested him at York and brought him 
forward. 

As a man sorely tainted, to his answer. 

He fell sick suddenly, and grew so ill if, 
He could not sit his mule. 

Kath. Alas, poor man ! 

Grif, At last, with easy roads, he came to 
Leicester, 

Lodg’d in the abbey ; where the reverend 
abbot. 

With all his covent, honourably receiv’d 
him; 

To whom tie gave these words : ’ O father 
Abbot, 2u 

An old man, broken with the storms of 
state. 

Is come to lay his weary bones among ye ; 
Give him a little earth for charity ! ’ 

So went to bed ; where eagerly his sickness 
Pursu’d him still. And three nights after 
this, 25 

About the hour of eight—which he himself 
Foretold should be his last—full of repent¬ 
ance. 

Continual meditations, tears, and sorrows, 
He gave his honours to the world again, 
His blessed part to heaven, and slept in 
peace. 30 

Kath. So may he rest; his faults he 
gently on him ! 

Yet thus far, Griffith, give me leave to 
speak him. 

And yet with charity. He was a man 
Of an unbounded stomach, ever ranking 
Himself with princes; one that, by 
suggestion, 33 
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lied all the kingdom* Simony was fair 
play; 

His own opinion was his law. I’ th’ presence 
He would say untruths, and be ever double 
Both in his words and meaning. He was 
never. 

But where he meant to min, pitiful. 40 
His promises were, as he then was, mighty ; 
But his performance, as he is now, nothing. 
Of his own body he was ill, and gave 
1 he clergy ill example. 

Grif. Noble madam. 

Men’s evil manners live in brass: their 
virtues 45 

We write in water. May it please your 
Highness 

To hear me speak his good now ? 

Kath. Yes, good Griffith ; 

I were malicious else. 

Grif, This Cardinal, 

Though from an humble stock, undoubtedly 
Was fashion’d to much honour from his 
cradle. 50 

He was a scholar, and a ripe and good one ; 
Exceeding wise, fair-spoken, and persuad- 
ing; 

Lofty and sour to them that lov’d him not. 
But to those men that sought him sweet 
as summer. 54 

And though he were unsatisfied in getting— 
Which was a sin—yet in bestow ing, madam, 
He was most princely : ever witness for him 
Those twins of learning that he rais’d in 
you, 

Ipswich and Oxford! One of which fell 
with him, 50 

Unwilling to outlive the good that did it; 
The other, though unfinish’d, yet so 
famous, 

So excellent in art, and still so rising, 

That Christendom shall ever speak his 
virtue. 

His overthrow heap’d happiness upon him ; 
For then, and not till then, he felt himself, 
And found the blessedness of being little. 66 
And, to add greater honours to his age 
Than man could give him, he died tearing 
God. 

Kath. After my death I wish no other 
herald, 

No other speaker of my living actions, 70 
To keep mine honour from corruption, 
But such an honest chronicler as Griffith. 
Whom I most hated living, thou hast made 
me. 

With thy religious truth and modesty, 
Now in his ashes honour. Peace be with 
him! 75 

Patience, be near me still, and set me 
lower; 

I have not long to trouble thee. Good 
Griffith, 

Cause the musicians play me that sad note 
I nam’d my knell, whilst I sit meditating 
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Scene 2] 

On that celestial harmony 1 go to. »o 

[Sa<i and solemn music. 
Grif. She is asleep. Good wench, let's sit 
down quiet, 

For fear we wake her. Softly, gentle 
Patience. 

The Vision. 

Enter, solemnly tripping one after another, 
six Personages clad in white robes, wearing 
on their heads garlands of bays, and golden 
vizards on their faces ; branches of bays or 
palm in their hands. They first congee unto 
her, then dance ; and, at certain chunj^es, the 
first two hold a spare garland over her head, 
a which the other four make rei event cur s es. 
Then the two that held the garland deliver the 
safne to the other next two, tvho observe the 
same order in their changes, and holding the 
garland over her head ; which done, they 
deliver the same garland to the last two, who 
likewise observe the same order ; at which, as 
it were by inspiration, she makes in her sleep 
signs of rejoicing, and holdeth up her hands 
to heaven. And so in their dancing vanish, 
carrying the garland with them. The music 
continues, 

Kalh. Spirits of peace, where are ye ? 
Are ye all gone ? 

And leave me here in wretchedness behind 
ye ? 

Grif. Madam, we are here. 

Kath. It is not you I call for. 

Saw ye none enter since I slept ? 

Grif. None, madam. S( 

Kaih. No ? Saw you not, even now, a 
blessed troop 

Invite me to a banquet; whose bright 
faces 

Cast thousand beams upon me, like the 
sun ? 

They promis'd me eternal happiness, oc 
And brought me garlands, Gritiith, which 
I feel 

I am not worthy yet to wear. I shall, 
assuredly. 

Grif. I am most joyful, madam, such 
good dreams 
Possess your fancy. 

Kalh. Bid the music leave. 

They are harsh and heavy to me. 

[Miisic ceases. 
Pat. Do you note q5 

How much her Grace is alter'd on the 
sudden 7 

How long her face is drawn ! How pale she 
looks, 

And of an earthy cold ! Mark her eye^s. 
Grif. She is going, wench. Pray, pray. 
Pat. Heaven comfort her I 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. An't like your Grace-^ 


Kath. You are a saucy fellow. 

Deserve we no more reverence 7 
Grif. You are to blame, loi 

Knowing she will not lose her wonted 
greatness, 

To use so rude behaviour. Go to, kneel. 
Mess. I humbly do entreat your High¬ 
ness’ pardon ; 

My haste made me unmannerly. There is 
staying 105 

A gentleman, sent from the King, to see 
you. 

Kath. Admit him entrance, Griifith ; but 
this fellow 

Let me ne'er see again. [Exit Messenger. 

Enter Lord Capucius. 

If my sight fail not, 
You should be Lord Ambassador from the 
Emperor, 109 

My royal nephew^ and your name Capucius, 
Cap. Maaam, the same—^>^our servant. 
Kath. O, my Lord, 

The times and titles now are alter’d 
strangely 

With me since first you knew me. But, I 
pray you. 

What is your pleasure with me 7 
Cap. Noble lady, 

First, mine own service to your Grace ; the 
next, 115 

The King's request that I would visit 
you, 

Who grieves much for your weakness, and 
by me 

Sends you his princely commendations 
And heartily entreats you take good 
comfort. 

Kath. O my good lord, that comfort 
comes too late, 

'Tis like a pardon after execution : i.:i 

That gentle physic, given in time, had cur'd 
me; 

But now I am past all comforts here, but 
prayers. 

How does his Highness 7 
Cap. Madam, in good health. 

Kath. So may he ever do! and ever 
flourish 125 

When I shall dwell with w'orms, and my 
poor name 

Banish'd the kingdom! Patience, is that 
letter 

I caus'd you write yet sent away 7 
Pat. No, madam. 

[Giving it to Katharine. 
Kath. Sir, I most humbly pray you to 
deliver 

This to my lord the King. 

Cap. Most willing, madam. 130 

Kath. In which I have commended to his 
goodness 

The model of our chaste loves, his young 
daughter-^ 
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The dews of heaven fall thick in blessings 
on her!— 

Beseeching him to give her virtuous 
breeding— i ^ \ 

She is young, and of a noble modest nature; 
I hope she will deserve well—and a little 
To love her for her mother’s sake, that lov’d 
him, 

Heaven knows how dearly. My next poor 
petition 

Is that his noble Grace would have some 
pity 

Upon my w'retched women that so long i |o 
Have follow’d both my fortunes faithfully ; 
Of which there is not one, I dare avow— 
And now 1 should not lie—but will 
deserve, 

For virtue and true beauty of the soul, 

For honesty and decent carriage, 145 
A right good husband, let him be a noble ; 
And sure those men are happy that shall 
have ’em. 

The last is for my men—they are the 
poorest, 

But poverty could never draw ’em from 
me— 

That they may have their wages duly paid 
’em, iM, 

And something over to remember me by. 

If heaven had pleas’d to have gi\cn it.e 
longer life 

And able means, we had not parted thus. 
These arc the whole contents; and, good 
my lord, 11 

By that you love the dearest in this world, 
As you wish Christian peace to souls de¬ 
parted, 

Stand these poor people’s friend, and urge 
the King 

To do me this last right. 

Cap, By heaven, 1 will, 

Or let me lose the fashion of a man ! 

Kath. I thank you, honest lord. Remem¬ 
ber me 

In all humility unto his Highness ; 

Say his long trouble now^ is passing 
Out of this world. Tell him in death I 
blcss’d him, 

For so I will. Mine eyes grow dim. Fare¬ 
well, IN 

My lord. Griffith, farewell. Nay, Patience, 
You must not leave me yet. I must to 
bed ; 

Call in more women. When I am dead, 
good wench, 

Let me be us’d with honour ; strew me over 
With maiden flowers, that all the world 
may know 

I was a chaste wife to my grave. Embalm 
me, 170 

Then lay me forth ; although unqueen’d, 
yet like 

A queen, and daughter to a king, inter me., 
I can no more. [Exeunt, leading Katharine, i 
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ACT FIVE 

Scene L London. A gallery in the palace. 

Enter Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, 
a Page ivith a torch before him, met by 
Sir Thomas Lovell. 

Gar. It’s one o'clock, boy, is’t not ? 

Boy. It hath struck. 

Gar. These should he hours for necessities, 
Not for delights ; times to repair our nature 
With comforting repose, and not for us 
To waste these times. Good hour of night, 
Sir Thomas ! 

Whither so late ? 

Lot’. Came you from the King, my lord ? 
Gar. I did, Sir Thomas, and left him at 
primero 

With the Duke of Suffolk. 

Lov. I must to him too, 

Before he go to bed. I’ll take my leave. 
Gar. Not yet, Sir 1 homas Lovell. What’s 
the matter ? 10 

It seems you are in haste. An if there be 
No great offence belongs to’t, give your 
friend 

Some touch of your late business. Affairs 
tliat walk— 

As they say spirits do—at midnight, have 
In them a wilder nature than the business 
That seeks despatch by day. 

Lov. My lord, I love you ; 

And dvrff commend a secret to your car 17 
Much weightier than this work. The Q,ieen's 
in labour, 

They say in great extremity, and fear’d 
Shell with the labour end. 

Gar. The fruit she goes with -'o 

I pray for heartily, that it may find 
Goe^d time, and live ; but for the stock, Sir 
Thomas, 

I wish it grubb’d up now. 

Lov. Methinks I could 

Cry thee amen ; and yet my conscience 
says 24 

She’s a good creature, and, sweet lady, does 
Deserve our better wishes. 

Gar. But, sir, sir— 

Hear me. Sir Thomas. Y’are a gentleman 
Of mine own way; 1 know you wise, 
religious ; 

And, let me tell you, it will ne’er be well— 
’Twill not. Sir Thomas Lovell, take’t of 
me— 40 

Till Cranmer, Cromwell, her two hands, and 
she, 

Sleep in their graves. 

Lov. Now, sir, you speak of two 

The most remark’d i’ th’ kingdom. As for 
Cromwell, 

Beside that of the Jewel House, is made 
Master 

O* th’ Rolls, and the King's secretary ; 
further, sir, 35 
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Scene 1] 

Stands in the gap and trade of moc prefer¬ 
ments. 

With which the time will load him. Th’ 
Archbishop 

Is the King’s hand and tongue, and who 
dare speak 

One syllabic against him ? 

Gar. Yes, yes, Sir Thomas, 

Tlicre are that dare; and 1 myscU have 
ventur'd v' 

To speak my mind of him ; and indeed thi** 
day, 

Sir—I may tell it you—I think I have 
Incens’d the lords o’ th’ Council, that 
he is— 

For so I know he is, they know he is— 

A most arch heretic, a pcslilcnce i. 

That does infect the land ; with wliich they 
moved 

Have brv>ken with the King, who hath so 
far 

Giv en c;;r to our complaint™-of his great 
grace 

And princely care, foreseeing those feli 
mischiefs 

Our reasons laid before liim—hath com¬ 
manded 

7'o-morrow morning to the Ctnincil board 
lie be convented. He’s a rank weed. Sir 
Thomas, 

And we must root him out. From your 
alTaifs 

1 hinder you too long—good night. Sir 
Tiiomas. 

Loi. Many good nights, my lord ; I rest 
your servant. 

IFxemil Gardiner and Pa^e. 
Elder the King and the Duke oe Suetolk. 

King. Charles, 1 will play no more to¬ 
night ; 

My mind’s not on’t; you arc too hard for 
me. 

St4f. Sir, I did never win of you before. 

King. But little, Charles ; 

Nor shall not, when my fancy’s on my play. 
Now, Lovell, from the Queen what is the 
news ? t'l 

Lov. I could not personally deliver to her 
What you commanded me, but by her 
woman 

I sent your message; who return’d her 
thanks 

In the great’st humbleness, and desir’d 
your Highness 

Most heartily to pray for her. 

King. What say’st thou, ha ? oo 

To pray for her ? What, is she crying out ? 

Lov. So said her woman ; and that her 
su If’ranee made 
Almost each pang a death. 

King. Alas, good lady ! 

Suf. God safely quit her of her burden, 
and 70 


With gentle travail, to the gladding of 
Your Highness with an heir ! 

King. 'Tis midnight, Charles ; 

Prithee to bed ; and in thy pray’rs re¬ 
member 

Th’ estate of my poor queen. Leave me 
alone. 

For I must think of that which company 75 
Will not be friendly to. 

Suf. 1 wish your Highness 

A quiet night, and my good mistress will 
Remember in my prayers. 

King. Charles, good night. 

[JbXil Suffolk. 

Enter Sir Anthony Denny. 

Well, sir, what follows ? 

Den. Sir, 1 have brought my lord the 
Archbishop, 

As you commanded me. 

King. Ha! Canterbury? 

Den. Ay, my good lord. 

Khig. ’Tis true. Where is he, Denny ? 
Den. He attends your Highness' pleasure. 
King. Bring him to us. 

I Exit Denny. 

Lov. [A.siVie] This is about that which the 
bishop spake. 

I am happily come hither. S5 

Re-enter Denny, udth Cranmer. 

King. Avoid the gallery. 

ILet'cll 5tTWis to stay. 
Ha ! 1 have said. Be gone. 
What! [Hxeiinl Lovell and Denny. 

Cran. [Aside] I am fearful—wherefore 
frowns he thus ? 

’Tis his aspect of terror. All's not well. 
King. How now, my lord ? You do 
desire to know 
Wherefore I sent for you. 

Cran. [Kneeling] It is my duty ,10 
1’ attend your Highness’ pleasure. 

King. Pray you, arise, 

My good and gracious Lord of Canterbury. 
Come, you and I must walk a turn together; 
I have news to tell you ; come, come, give 
me your hand. 94 

Ah, my good lord, I grieve at what I speak, 
And am right sorry to repeat what follows. 
I have, and most unwillingly, of late 
Heard many grievous—1 do say, my lord, 
Grievous—complaints of you; which, being 
consider’d. 

Have mov’d us and our Council that you 
shall ICO 

This morning come before us; where 1 
know 

You cannot with such freedom purge 
yourself 

But that, till further trial in those charges 
Which will require your answ'er, you must 
take 104 

Your patience to you and be well contented 
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To make your house our Tow’r. You a 
brother of us, 

It fits we thus proceed, or else no witness 
Would come against you. 

Cran, 1 humbly thank your Highness, 
And am right glad to catch this good 
occasion 

Most throughly to be winnoweJ where my 
chaff no 

And corn shall fly asunder ; for I know 
There’s none stands under more calumnious 
tongues 

Than I myself, poor man. 

K ing. Stand up, good Canterbury ; 

Thy truth and thy integrity is rooted 
In us, thy friend. Give me thy hand, stand 
up; ns 

Prithee let’s walk. Now, by my holidame. 
What manner of man are you ? My lord, 
I look’d 

You would have given me your petition 
that 

I should have ta’en some pains to bring 
together 

Yourself and your accusers, and to have 
heard you i 

Without indurance further. 

Cra«. Most dread liege, 

The good I stand on is my truth and 
honesty; 

If they shall fail, I with mine enemies 
Will triumph o’er my person; which I 
weigh not, 

Being of those virtues vacant. I fear 
nothing i 

What can be said against me. 

King, Know you not 

How your state stands i’ th’ world, with 
the whole world ? 

Your enemies are many, and not small; 
their practices 

Must bear the same proportion; and not 
ever 

The justice and the truth o’ th’ question 
carries 

The due o’ th’ verdict with it; at what ease 
Might corrupt minds procure knaves as 
corrupt 

To swear against you ? Such things have 
been done. 

You are potently oppos’d, and with a 
malice 

Of as great size. Ween you of better luck, 
I mean in perjur'd witness, than your 
Master, 

Whose minister you are, whiles here He 
liv’d 

Upon this naughty earth ? Go to, go to ; 
You take a precipice for no leap of danger, 
And woo your own destruction. 

Cran, God and your Majesty 

Protect mine innocence, or I fall into i4i 
The trap is laid for me 1 

King, Be of good cheer : 
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They shall no more prevail than we give 
way to. 

Keep comfort to you, and this morning sec 
You do appear before them ; if they shall 
chance, 145 

In charging you with matters, to commit 
you, 

The best persuasions to the contrary 
Fail not to use, and with what vehemency 
Th' occasion shall instruct you. If en¬ 
treaties 

Will render you no remedy, this ring i,v> 
Deliver them, and your appeal to us 
There make before them. Look, the good 
man weeps! 

He’s honest, on mine honour. God's blest 
Mother ! 

1 swear he is true-hearted, and a soul jm 
N one better in my kingdom. Get you gone, 
And do as I have bid you. [Hxif Cranmer. 
He has strangled his language in his tears. 

Enter Old Lady. 

Gent, fWithin] Come back; what mean 
you ? 

Old L. ril not come back ; the tidings 
that 1 bring 

Will make ray boldness manners. Now, 
good angels 

Fly o’er thy royal head, and shade thy 
person if>o 

Under their blessed wings ! 

King, Now, by thy looks 

I guess thy message. Is the Queen de¬ 
liver’d ? 

Say ay, and of a boy. 

Old L, Ay, ay, my liege ; 

And of a lovely boy. The God of Heaven 
Both now and ever bless her ! ’Tis a girl, 
Promises boys hereafter. Sir, your queen 
Desires your visitation, and to be 16? 
Acquainted with this stranger; 'tis as like you 
As cherry is to cherry. 

King, Lovell! 

Enter Lovell. 

Lov, Sir ? 

King, Give her an hundred marks. I'll 
to the Queen, fExU. 

Old L. An hundred marks ? By this light, 
I’ll ha’more ! 171 

An ordinary grovim is for such payment. 

I will have more, or scold it out of him. 
Said I for this the girl was like to him ? PH 
Have more, or else unsay’t; and now, while 
*tis hot. 

I’ll put it to the issue. [Exeunt, 

Scene II. Lobby before the Council Chamber, 

Enter Cranmer, Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury. 

Cran. I hope I am not too late ; and yet 
the gentleman 
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Scene 2] 

That was sent to me from the Council 
pray'd me 

To make great haste. All fast ? What 
means this ? Ho ! 

Who waits there ? Sure you know me ? 

Enter Keeper. 

Keep. Yes, my lord ; 

But yet I cannot help you. 

Cran, Why ? 

Keep. Your Grace must wait till you be 
call'd for. 

Enter Doctor Butts. 

Cran. So. 

Butts. [Aside] This is a piece of malice, 
1 am glad 

I came this way so happily ; the King 
Shall understand it presently. [Ky/ 1. 

Cran [Aside] 'Tis Butts. 

The King's physician ; as he pass’d along, 
How earnestly he cast his eyes upon me ! 
Pray heaven he sound not my disgrace! 
For certain, 

I’his is of purpose laid by some that hate 
me— 14 

God turn their hearts! I never sought 
their malice— 

To quench mine honour ; they would shame 
to make me 

Wait else at door, a fellow councillor, 
'Mong boys, grooms, and lackeys. But their 
pleasures 

Must be fulfill’d, and I attend with patience. 

Enter Ute King and Butts at a window 
above. 

Butts, ru show your Grace the strangest 
sight— 

King. What’s that. Butts ? 

Butts. I think your Highness saw this 
many a day. 

King. Body a me, where is it ? 

Butts. There my lord : 

The high promotion of his Grace of 
Canterbury ; 

Who holds his state at door, 'mongst 
pursuivants. 

Pages, and footboys. 

king. Ha,'tis he indeed, 

Is this the honour they do one another ? 
'Tis well there’s one above 'em yet. 1 had 
thought 

They had parted so much honesty among 
’em— 

At least good manners—as not thus to 
suffer 29 

A man of his place, and so near our 
favour. 

To dance attendance on their lordships' 
pleasures. 

And at the door too, like a post with 
packets. 

By holy Mary, Butts, there’s knavery I 


Let 'em alone, and draw the curtain close; 
We shall hear more anon. [Exeunf. 

Scene HI. The Council Chamber. 

A Council table brought in. with chairs and 
stools, and placed under the state. Enter 
lord Chancclbr, places himself at the 
upper end of the table on the left hand, a 
seat being left void above him, as for 
Canterbury's seat. Duke of Suffolk, 
Duke of Norfolk, Surrey, Lord 
Chamberlain, Gardiner, seat themselves 
in order on each side ; Cromwell at 
lower end, as secretary. Keeper at the door. 

Chan. Speak to the business, master 
secretary ; 

Why are we met in council ? 

Crom. Please your honours. 

The chief cause concerns his Grace of 
Canterbury. 

Gar. Has he had knowledge of it ? 

Crom. Yes. 

Nor. UTio waits there ? 

Keep. Without, my noble lords ? 

Gar. Yes. 

Keep. My Lord Archbishop ; 

And has done half an hour, to know your 
pleasures. 6 

Chan. Let him come in. 

Keep. Your Grace may enter now. 

Cranmer approaches the Council table. 

Chan. My good Lord Archbishop, I am 
very sorry 

To sit here at this present, and behold 
That chair stand empty ; but we all are 
men, 10 

In our own natu cs frail and capable 
Of our flesh ; few are angels ; out of which 
frailty 

And want of wisdom, you, that best should 
teach us, 

Have misdemean'd yourself, and not a 
little. 

Toward the King first, then his laws, in 
filling 15 

The whole realm by your teaching and 
your chaplains— 

For so we are inform’d—with new opinions, 
Divers and dangerous ; which are heresies. 
And, not reform'd, may prove pernicious. 
Gar. Which reformation must be sudden 
too, 20 

My noble lords ; for those that tame wild 
horses 

Pace 'em not in their hands to make 'em 
gentle. 

But stop their mouths with stubborn bits 
and spur 'cm 

Till they obey the manage. If we suffer, 
Out of our easiness and childish pity 25 

To one man's honour, this contagious sick¬ 

ness. 
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Farewell all physic; and what follows 
then ? 

Commotions, uproars, with a general taint 
Of the whole state; as of late days our 
neighbours, 

The upper Germany, can dearly witness, 3^’ 
Yet freshly pitied in our memories. 

Cran, My good lords, hitherto in all the 
progress 

Both of my life and office, 1 have labour’d. 
And with no little study, that my teaching 
And the strong course of my authority 3^ 
Might go one way, and safely ; and the end 
Was ever to do well. Nor is there living— 
1 speak it with a single heart, my lords— 
A man that more detests, more stirs against. 
Both in his private conscience and his 
place, 4^' 

Defacers of a public peace than I do. 

Pray heaven the King may never find a 
heart 

With less allegiance in it! Men that make 
Envy and crooked malice nourishment 
Dare bite the best. I do beseech your 
lordships 4^ 

That, in this case of justice, my accusers. 
Be what they will, may stand forth face to 
face 

And freely urge against me. 

Siif, Nay, my lord, 

That cannot be ; you are a courcillor, 4 / 
And by that virtue no man dare accuse you. 

Gar. My lord, because we have business 
of more moment, 

We will be short with you. ’Tis his High¬ 
ness* pleasure 

And our consent, for better trial of you, 
FTom hence you be committed to the 
Tower ; 

Where, being but a private man again, .*53 
You shall know many dare accuse you 
boldly. 

More than, 1 fear, you are provided for. 

Cran. Ah, my good Lord of Winchester, 
I thank you ; 

You are always my good friend ; if your 
will pass. 

I shall both find your lordship judge and 
juror, («■ 

You are so merciful. I see your end— 

*Tis my undoing. Love and meekness, lord. 
Become a churchman better than ambition; 
Win straying souls with modesty again. 
Cast none away. That I shall clear myself, 
Lay all the weight ye can upon my patience, 
I make as little doubt as you do conscience 
In doing daily wrongs. I could say more, 
But reverence to your calling makes me 
modest. 69 

Gar. My lord, my lord, you are a sectary ; 
That's the plain truth. Your painted gloss 
discovers. 

To men tliat understand you, words and 
weakness. I 
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Crow. My Lord of Winchester, y'are a 
little, 

By your good favour, too sharp; men so 
noble, 

However faulty, yet should find respect 75 
For what they have been ; 'tis a cruelty 
To load a falling man. 

Gar. Good Master Secretary, 

I cry your honour mercy; you may, 
worst 

Of all this table, say so. 

Crow. Why, my lord ? 

Gar. Do not I know you for a favourer so 
Of this new sect ? Ye arc not sound. 

(Vow. Not sound ? 

Gar. Not sound, I say. 

Crow. Would you were half so honest ! 
Men’s prayers then would seek you, not 
their fears. 

Gar. I shall remember this bold language. 
Crow. Do. 

Remember your bold life too. 

Chan. This is too much ; 3 

Forbear, for shame, my lords. 

Gar. 1 ha\'e done. 

Crow. An i I. 

Chau. Then thus for you, my lord : T 
stands agreed, 

I take it, by all voices, that forthwith 
You be convey’d to fh’ Tower a prisoner ; 
'Iherc to remain till the King’s further 
pleasure 

Bo kmnvn unto us. Are you all agreed, 
lords ? 

All. We are. 

Cran. Is there no other way of mercy, 
But 1 must needs to th' Tower, my lords ? 

Gar. What other 

Would you expect ? You are strangely 
troublesome. 

Let some o’ th’ guard be ready there. 
Enter the Guard. 

Cran. For me ? ' > 

Must I go like a traitor thither ? 

Gar. Receive him. 

And see him safe th’ Tower. 

Cran. Stay, good my lords, 

1 have a little yet to say. Look there, my 
lords; 

By virtue of that ring 1 take my cause rr, 
Out of the gripes of cruel men and give it 
To a most noble judge, the King my master. 
Cham. This is the King’s ring. 

Sur. ’Tis no counterfeit. 

Suf. ’Tis the right ring, by heav’n, 1 told 
ye all, 

When we first put this dangerous stone a- 
rolling, 

’Twould fall upon ourselves. 

Nor. Do you think, my lords, 105 

The King will suffer but the little finger 
Of this tnan to be vex’d ? 

Cham. ’Tis now too certain ; 



Scene 3] 

How much more is his life in value with 
him I 

Would 1 were fairly out on't! 

Crom, My mind gave me, 

In seeking tales and informations rm 

Against this man—whose honesty the devil 
And his disciples only envy at— 

Ve blew the tire that burns ye. Now have 
at ye! 

Enter the King roteuiug on them ; he takes 
his :eal. 

Gar, Dread sovereign, how much are we 
bound to heaven m 

In daily tlianks, that gave us such a prince ; 
Not only good and wise hut most religious ; 
One that in all obedience makes the church 
Tne chief aim of his honour and, to 
strengthen 

That holy duty, out of dear respect. 

Ills royal self in judgment comes to hear i 
The cause betwixt her and this great 
olfcndcr. 

King. You w'ere ever good at sudden 
commendations. 

Bishop of Winchester. But know' 1 come 
not 

To hcac such flattery now, and in my 
presence i i 

They are too thin and bare to hide oflTences. 
To me you cannot reach you play the 
spaniel, 

And think with wagging of your tongue to 
w'in me ; 

But whatsoe’er thou tak’st me for, I'm sure 
Thou hast a cruel nature and a bloody. 

[To C?a)jmer| Good man, sit down. Now let 
me see the proudest m*' 

He that dares most but wag his finger at 
thee. 

By all that’s holy, he had better starve 
I'han but once think this place becomes thee 
not. 

5.’«r. May it please your Grace— 

King. No, sir, it does not please me. 
1 had thought 1 had had men of some 
understanding 

And wisdom of my Couned ; but I find 
none. 

Was it discretion, lords, to let this man, 
This good man—few of you deserve that 
title— 

This honest man, wait like a lousy footboy 
At chamber door ? and one as great as you 
are ? 140 

Why, what a shame was this! Did my 
commission 

Bid ye so far forget yourselves ? I gave ye 
Power as he was a courxillor to try him, 
Not as a groom. There’s some of ye, I see. 
More out of malice than integrity, j4s 
Would try him to the utmost, had ye mean; 
Which ye shall never have while 1 live. 

Chan. Thus far. 
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My most dread sovereign, may it like your 
Grace 

To let my tongue excuse all. What was 
purpos’d ij'j 

Concerning his imprisonment was rather— 
If there be faith in men—meant for his 
trial 

And fair purgation to the world, than 
malice, 

I’m sure, in me. 

King. Well, well, my lords, respect him ; 
Take him, and use him well, he's worthy 
of it. 

I will say thus much for him : if a prince 155 
May be beholding to a subject, I 
Am for his love and service so to him. 
.Make me no more ado, but all embrace him ; 
Be friends, for shame, my lords ! My Lord 
of Cantcrixiry, jy> 

I have a suit w lV.ch you must not deny me : 
I'hat is, a fair young maid that yet wants 
baptism ; 

You must be godfather, and answer for her. 

Cran. The greatest monarch now alive 
may glory 103 

In such an honour ; how' may I deserve it. 
That am a poor and humble subject to you? 

King. Come, come, my lord, you’d spare 
your spoons. You shall have 
Two noble partners with you: the old 
Duchess of Norfolk 

And Lady Marquis Dorset. Will these 
please you ? 

Once more, my Lord of Winchester, 1 

charge you, i;<> 

Embrace and love this man. 

Gar. With a true heart 

And brother-love I do it. 

Cran. And let heaven 

Witness how dear 1 hold this confirmation. 

King. Good man, those joyful tears show' 
thy true heart. 

The common voice, 1 see, is verified 175 

Of thee, which says thus : ‘ Do my Lord of 
Canterbury 

A shrewd turn and he’s your friend for 
ever'. 

Come, lords, we trifle time away ; I long 
To have this young one made a Christian. 
As I have made yc one, lords, one remain ; 
So I grow stronger, you more honour gain. 

[ExeimL 

Scene IV. The palace yard. 

Noise and tumult within. Enter Porter and 
his Man. 

Port. YouMl leave your noise anon, ye 
rascals. Do you take the court for Paris 
garden ? Ye rude slaves, leave your gaping. 

[Wilhiu: Good master porter, I belong to 
th’ larder. 

Port. Belong to th’ gallows, and be 
bang’d, ye rogue! Is this a place to roar 
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in ? Fetch me a dozen crab-tree staves, 
and strong ones: these are but switches to 
*em. ril scratch your heads. You must be 
seeing christenings ? Do you look for ale 
and cakes here, you rude rascals? 

Man. Pray, sir, be patient; ’tis as much 
impossible. 

Unless we sweep 'em from the door with 
cannons, 11 

To scatter ’em as 'tis to make 'em sleep 
On May-day morning ; which will never be. 
We may as well push against Paul’s as stir 
’em. 

Port, How got they in, and be hang'd ? 15 
Man. Alas, 1 know not: how gets the 
tide in ? 

As much as one sound cudgel of four foot— 
You see the poor remainder—could 
distribute, 

I made no spare, sir. 

Port, You did nothing, sir. 

Man. I am not Samson, nor Sir Guy, nor 
Colbrand, 

To mow ’em dowm before me; but if I 
spar’d any 21 

That had a head to hit, either young or old. 
He or she, cuckold or cuckold-maker. 

Let me ne’er hope to see a chin.: again; 
And that I would not for a cow, God save 
her I 25 

[Within : Do you hear, master porter ? 
Port, 1 shall be with you presently, good 
master puppy. Keep the door close, sirrah. 
Man. What would you have me do ? 29 
Port, What should you do, but k!iock ’em 
down by th’ dozens ? Is thiu Moorfields to 
muster in ? Or have we some strange 
Indian with the great tool come to court, 
the women so besiege us ? Bless me, what 
a fry of fornication is at door ! On my 
Christian conscience, this one christening 
will beget a thousand : here will be father, 
godfather, and all together. 3<' 

Man. The spoons will be the bigger, sir. 
There is a fellow somewhat near the door, 
he should l>e a brazier by his face, for, o' 
my conscience, twenty of the dog-days now 
reign in’s nose; all that stand about him 
are under the line, they need no other 
penance. That fire-drake did I hit three 
times on the head, and three times was his 
nose discharged against me; he stands 
there like a mortar-piece, to blow us. There 
was a hal>erdasher’s wife of small wit near 
him, that rail’d upon me till her pink’d 
porringer fell off her head, for kindling such 
a combustion in the state. I miss’d the 
meteor once, and hit that woman, who cried 
out ‘ Clubs! ’ when I might see from far 
some forty truncheoners draw to her 
succour, which were the hope o* th’ Strand, 
where she was quartered. They fell on ; I 
made good my place. At length they came 
to th' broomstaif to me; I defied 'em still; 
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when suddenly a file of boys behind ’em, 
loose shot, deliver'd such a show’r of 
pebbles that I w^as fain to draw mine 
honour in and let 'em win the work : the 
devil was amongst ’em, I think surely. 56 
Port, These are the youths that thunder 
at a playhouse and fight for bitten apples ; 
that no audience but the tribulation of 
Tower-hill or the limbs of Limehouse, their 
dear brothers, are able to endure. I have 
some of ’em in Limbo Pat rum, and there 
they are like to dance these three days ; 
besides the running banquet of two beadles 
that is to come. 

Enter the Lord Chamberlain. 

Cham, Mercy o' me, what a multitude arc 
here! 

They grow still too ; from all parts they 
are coming, < 

As if we kept a fair here ! Where are these 
porters, 

These lazy knaves ? Y’have made a fine 
hand, fellows. 

There’s a trim rabble let in : arc all these 
Your faithful friends o' th’ suburbs ? We 
shall have 

Great store of room, no doubt, left for the 
ladies, ;f> 

When they pass back from the christening. 

Port, An’t please your honour. 

We are but men ; and what so many may 
do, 

Not being torn a pieces, we have done. 

An army cannot rule 'em. 

Cham, As I live. 

If the King blame me for’t, I'll lay ye all 
By th* heels, and suddenly ; and on your 
heads 

Clap round fines for neglect. Y’are lazy 
knaves ; 

And here ye lie baiting of bombards, when 
Ye should do service. Hark ! the trumpets 
sound; 79 

Th’arc come already from the christening. 
Go break among the press and find a way 
out 

To let the troop pass fairly, or I'll find 
A Marshalsea shall hold yc play these two 
months. 

Port, Make way there for the Princess. 
Man. You great fellow. 

Stand close up, or I’ll make your head ache, 
Pori. You i’ th’ camlet, get up o’ th’ rail; 
I’ll peck you o’er the pales else. [Exeunt, 

Scene V. The palace. 

Enter Tiumpets, sounding; then two Aider- 
men, Lord Mayor, Garter, Cranmhr, 
Duke of Norfolk, with his marshalls 
staff, Duke of Suffolk, two Noblemen 
bearing great standing-bowls for the 
christening gifts; then four Noblemen 
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bearing a canopy, under which the 
Duchess of Norfolk, godmother, bearing 
the child richly habited in a mantle, 
train borne by a Lady ; then follows the 
Marchioness Dorset, du* other god- 
nwilur, and Ladies. The troop pass once 
about the sL.gc, and Garter speaks. 

Gart, Heaven, from thy endless goodness, 
send prosperous life, long and ever-happy, 
to the high and mighty Princess of England, 
Elizabeth! 

Flourish, Enter King and Guard. 

Cran. [Kneeling] And to your royal 
Grace and the good Queen ! 

My noble partners and myself thus pray: 5 
All comfort, joy, in this most gracious lady. 
Heaven overlaid up to make parents happy. 
May hourly fall upon ye! 

King. Thank you, good Lord Archbishop. 
What is her name ? 

Oiiu. Elizabeth. 

King. Stand up, lord. 

[The King kisses the child. 
With this kiss take my blessing : God pro¬ 
tect thee I V' 

Into whose hand I give thy life. 

Cran, Amen. 

King. My noble gossips, y’have been too 
prodigal; 

T thank ye heartily. So shall this lady, 
When she has so much English. 

Cran. Let me speak, sir, 

For heaven now bids me; and the words 
1 utter 15 

Let none think flattery, for they'll find ’em 
truth. 

This royal infant—heaven still move about 
her!— 

Tliough in her cradle, yet now promises 
Upon this land a thousand thousand 
blessings. 

Which time shall bring to ripeness. She 
shall be— 

But few now living can behold that good¬ 
ness— 

A pattern to all princes living with her. 
And all that shall succeed. Saba was never 
More covetous of wisdom and fair virtue 
Than this pure soul shall be. All princely 
graces 

That mould up such a mighty piece as 
this is, 

With all the virtues that attend the good. 
Shall still be doubled on her. Truth shall 
nurse her. 

Holy and heavenly thoughts still counsel 
her; 

She shall be lov'd and fear'd. Her own 
shall bless her: 

Her foes shake like a held of beaten corn, 31 
And hang their heads with sorrow. Good 
grows with her; 


In her days every man shall eat in safety 
Under his own vine what he plants, and 
sing 

The merry songs of peace to all his neigh¬ 
bours. 35 

God shall be truly known; and those 
about her 

From her shall read the perfect ways of 
honour, 

And by those claim their greatness, not by 
blood. 

Nor shall this peace sleep with her ; but as 
when 

The bird of wonder dies, the maiden 
phoenix, 40 

Her aiihes new create another heir 
As great in admiration as herself, 

So shall she leave her blessedness to one— 
When heaven shall call her from this cloud 
of darkness— 

Who from the sacred ashes of her honour 45 
Shall star-like rise, as great in fame as she 
was. 

And so stand fix'd. Peace, plenty, love, 
truth, terror. 

That were the serv^ants to this chosen 
infant, 

Shall then he his, and like a vine grow to 
him; 

Wherever the bright sun of heaven shall 
shine, 50 

His honour and the greatness of his name 
Shall be, and make new nations ; he shall 
flourish. 

And like a mountain cedar reach his 
branches 

To all the plains about him ; our children's 
children 

Shall sec this and bless heaven. 

King. Thou speakest wonders. 

Crcji. She shall be, to tlie happiness of 
England, 

An aged princess; many days shall see 
her, 

And yet no day without a deed to crown it. 
Would I had known no more ! But she 
must die— 

She must, the saints must have her—yet a 
virgin; 60 

A most unspotted lily shall she pass 
To th' ground, and all the world shall 
mourn her. 

King. O Lord Archbishop, 

Thou hast made me now a man ; never 
before 

This happy child did I get anything. 05 
This oracle of comfort has so pleas’d me 
That w'hen I am in heaven 1 shall desire 
To see what this child does, and praise my 
Maker. 

I thank ye all. To you, my good Lord 
Mayor, 

And you, good brethren, I am much be¬ 
holding ; 70 
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I have receiv'd much honour by your 
presence, 

And ye shall find me thankful. Lead the 
way, lords; 

Ye must all see the Queen, and she must 
thank ye, 

She will he sick else. This day, no man 
think 

Has business at his house ; for all shall 
stay. 73 

This little one shall make it holiday. 

[iixeuuf. 

THE EPILOGUE 

'Tis ten to one this play can never please 

Ail that are here. Some come to take their 
ease 


And sleep an act or two; but those, wc fear, 
W'have frighted with our trumpets ; so, 
'tis clear. 

They’ll say 'tis nought; others to hear the 
city 3 

Abus’d extremely, and to cry ‘ That’s 
witty ! ' 

Which we have not done neither ; that, 
I fear, 

All the expected good w'arc like to hear 
For this play at this time is only in <> 

The merciful construction of good women ; 
For such a one wc show'd ’em. If they 
smile 

And say ’twill do, I know within a while 
All the best men arc ours ; for 'tis ill hap 
If they hold when their ladies bid 'em clap. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAS 


Priam, Kins of Troy, 

Hbxrou, 'j 
Troilus, 

Paris, mu’s sons. 

Dhiphohus, 

Helknus, J 

MARdARHLON, u busiard son of Priam. 

Antc^nor, } <:ommmidc,s. 

Calchas, a Trojan priest, iakins part with 
the Greeks. 

Pandarus, uncle to Cressida. 

Agamemnon, the Greek scneraL 
Menelaus, his brother. 

Aj \x * * \ commanders. 


Ulysses, "j 

Nestor, I t t 

Diomedks, f 
PaFROCLUS, j 

Thersites, a deformed and scurrilous 
Greek. 

Alexander, servant to Cressida. 

Servant to Troitus. 

Servant to Paris. 

Servant to Diomedes. 

Helen, u>ifc to Menelaus. 

Andromache, tvife to Hector. 

Cassandra, dauf^liier to Priam, a prophelcss. 


CrivSsida, dair^hter to Calchas, 

Trojan and Greek Soldiers, and Attendants, 
The Scene : Troy and the Greek camp before it. 


PROLOGUE 

la Troy, there lies the scene. From isles of 
Greece 

The princes orgillous, their high blood 
chaPd, 

Have to the port of Athens sent their ships 
Fraught with the ministers and instruments 
Of cruel war. Sixty and nine that wore / 
'I’iieir crownets regal from th' Athenian bay j 
Put forth toward Phrygia ; and their vovi ] 
is made | 

To ransack Troy, within whose strong 
immures 

The ravish’d Helen, Mcnclaus* queen, 

With wanton Paris sleeps—and that’s the 
quarrel. h' 

To Tenedos they come, 

And the deep-drawing barks do there 
disgorge 

Their war-like fraughtage. Now on Dardan 
plains 

The fresh and yet unbruised Greeks do 
pitch 

Their brave pavilions: Priam’s six-gated 
city, IS 

Dardan, and Tymbria, Helias, Chetas, 
Troien, 

And Antenorides, with massy staples 
And corresponsive and fulftlling bolts, 

Sperr up the sons of Troy. 

Now expectation, tickling skittish spirits 
On one and other side, Troyan and Greek, 
Sets all on hazard—and hither am I come 
A Prologue arm’d, but not in confidence 
Of author's pen or actor’s voice, but suited 
I a like conditions as our argument, ^5 


To tell y’ou, fair beholders, that our play 
Leaps o’er the vaunt and firstlings of rhose 
broils, 

Beginning in the middle ; starting thence 
away 

To what may be digested in a play. 

Like or find fault; do as your plea^iures 
arc; 3“ 

Now good or bad, 'tis but the chance of war. 

ACT ONE 

Scene I. Troy. Before Priam's palace. 

Enter Troilus armed, and P and arcs. 

Tro. Call here my varlet; 1 11 unarm 
again. 

Why should I war without the walls of 
Troy 

That find such cruel battle here within ? 
Each Troyan that is master of his heart, 
Let him to field; Troilus, alas, hath 
none I 

Pan. Will this gear ne'er be mended ? 6 

Tro. The Greeks are strong, and skilful to 
tlicir strength. 

Fierce to their skill, and to their fierceness 
valiant; 

But I am weaker than a woman's tear, 9 
Tamer than sleep, fonder than ignorance, 
Less valiant than the virgin in the night. 
And skilless as unpractis’d infancy. 

Pan. Well, I have told you enough of 
this ; for my part, I’ll not meddle nor make 
no farther. He that will have a cake out of 
the wheat must needs tarry the grinding. lo 

Tro. Have I not tarried ? 
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Pan, Ay, the grinding; but you mus' 
tarry the bolting. 

Tro, Have I not tarried ? 

Pan, Ay, the bolting; but you musi 
tarry the leavening. 2 

Tro, Still have I tarried. 

Pan, Ay, to the leavening; but hcre*s 
yet in the word ‘ hereafter * the kneading 
the making of the cake, the heating of the 
oven, and the baking ; nay, you must stay 
the cooling too, or you may chance to burr 
your lips. 

Tro, Patience herself, what goddess e’er 
she be. 

Doth lesser blench at suff'rance titan I do. 
At Priam's royal table do 1 sit; 

And when fair Cressid comes into my 
thoughts— 3 

So, traitor, then she comes when she i; 
thence. 

Pan, Well, she look'd yesternight fairer 
than ever I saw her look, or any woman 
else. 

Tro, I was about to tell thee : when my 
heart, 

As wedged with a sigh, would rive in twain. 
Lest Hector or my fatlier should perceive 
me, 36 

I have, as when the sun doth light a storm, 
Buried this sigh in wrinkle of a smile. 

But sorrow that is couch'd in seeming 
gladness 

Is like that mirth fate turns to sudden 
sadness. 

Pan, An her hair were not somewhat 
darker than Helen’s—well, go to—there 
were no more comparison between the 
women. But, for my part, she is my kins¬ 
woman ; 1 would not, as they term it, 
praise her, but I would somebody had 
heard her talk yesterday, as 1 did. 1 will 
not dispraise your sister Cassandra’s wit; 
but— 

Tro, O Pandarus I I tell thee, Pan- 
darus— 

When I do tell thee there my hopes lie 
drown'd, 

Reply not in how many fathoms deep 
They lie indrench'd. 1 tell thee I am mad 
In Cressid's love. Thou answer’s! ‘ She is 
fair ’— 51 

Pourcst in the open ulcer of my heart— 
Her eyes, her hair, her cheek, her gait, her 
voice, 

Handiest in thy discourse. O, that her hand, 
In whose comparison all whites are ink 53 
Writing their own reproach ; to whose soft 
seizure 

The cygnet’s down is harsh, and spirit of 
sense 

Hard as the palm of ploughman I This thou 
tell'st me. 

As true thou tell'st me, when I say I love 
her; 
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But, saying thus, instead of oil and balm, so 
Thou lay’st in every gash that love hath 
given me 

The knife that made it. 

Paw. I speak no more than truth. 

Tro, Thou dost not speak so much. S4 
Pan, Faith, I’ll not meddle in it. Let her 
be as she is : if she be fair, *tis the better 
for her ; an she be not, she has the mends 
in her own hands. t‘7 

Tro, Good Pandarus! How now, 
Pandarus 1 

Paw. 1 have had my labour for my 
travail, ill thought on of her and ill thought 
on of you ; gone between and between, but 
small thanks for my labour, 71 

Tro, What, art thou angry, Pandarus ? 
What, with me ? 

Pan, Because she’s kin to me, therefore 
she’s not so fair as Helen. An she were not 
kin to me, she would be as fair a Friday as 
Helen is on Sunday. But what care I ? 1 
care not an she were a blackamoor ; 'tis all 
one to me. 7? 

Tro. Say 1 she is not fair ? 

Paw. 1 do not care whether you do or no. 
She's a fool to stay behind her father. Let 
her to the (ireeks ; and so I’ll tell her the 
next time 1 see her. For my part, I’ll 
meddle nor make no more i’ th’ matter. ^2 
Tro. Pandarus ! 

Pan. Not I. 

Tro. Sweet Pandarus ! ks 

Pan. Pray you, speak no more to me : I 
will leave all as 1 found it, and there an end. 

lExif. Sound alarum. 
Tro. Peace, you ungracious clamours 1 
Peace, rude sounds ! 

Fools on both sides ! Helen must needs be 
fair, 

When with your blood you daily paint her 
thus. 90 

I cannot fight upon this argument; 

It is too starv’d a subject for rny sword. 
But Pandarus—O gods, how do you plague 
me 1 

I cannot come to Cressid but by Pandar; 
And he’s as tetchy to be woo’d to woo 95 
As she is stubborn-chaste against all suit. 
Tell me, Apollo, for thy Daphne’s love, 
What Cressid is, what Pandar, and what 
we ? 

Her bed is India ; there she lies, a pearl; 
Between our Ilium and where she resides 
Let it be call’d the wild and wand’ring 
flood; 101 

Ourself the merchant, and this sailing 
Pandar 

Our doubtful hope, our convoy, and our 
bark. 

Alarum, Enter ^neas. 

iCne. How now, Prince Troilus I Where¬ 
fore not afleld ? 
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Tro. Because not there. This woman's 
answer sorts, 

For womanish it is to be from thence. lofi 
What news, ^neas, from the field to-day ? 
Mne. That Paris is returned home, and 
hurt. 

Tro. By whom, i^neas ? 

JEne. Troiliis, by Menelaus. 

Tro. Let Paris bleed ; 'tis but a scar to 
scorn ; 

Paris is gor’d with Menelaus' horn. 

{Alarum. 

JEm. Hark what good sport is out of 
town to-day ! 

Tro. Better at home, if ‘ would I might ‘ 
were ’ may ’. 

But to the sport abroad. Are you bound 
thither ? 

Mm. In all swift haste. 

Tro, Come, go we then together. 

{Exeunt 

Sci:nk II. Troy. A street 
Enter Cressida and her man Alexander. 

Cres. Who were those went by ? 

Alex. Queen Hecuba and Helen. 

Cres. And whither go they ? 

Alex. Up to the eastern tower, 

Whose height commands as subject all the 
vale, 

To see the battle. Hector, whose patience 
Is as a virtue fix’d, to-day was mov’d. 

He chid Andromache, and struck hi.s 
armourer ; 

And, like as there were husbandry in war, 
Before the sun rose he w'as harness’d light, 
And to the field goes he ; where every 
flower 

Did as a prophet weep what it foresaw n 
111 Hector’s wrath. 

Cres. What w^as his cause of anger ? 
Alex. The noise goes, this: there is 
among the Greeks 

A lord of Troyan blood, nephew to Hector ; 
They call him Ajax. 

Cres. Good ; and what of him ? 

Alex. They say he is a very man per se 
And stands alone. 

Cres. So do all men, unless they are 
drunk, sick, or have no legs. 

Alex. This man, lady, hath robb’d many 
beasts of their particular additions : he is 
as valiant as the lion, churlish as the bear, 
slow as the elephant—a man into whom 
nature hath so crowded humours that his 
valour is crush’d into folly, his folly sauced 
with discretion. There is no man hath a 
virtue that he hath not a glimpse of, nor 
any man an attaint but he carries some 
stain of it; he is melancholy without cause ■ 
and merry against the hair; he hath the 
joints of every thing; but everything soj 
out of joint that he is a gouty Briareus,! 


many hands and no use, or purblind Argus, 
all eyes and no sight. 29 

Cres. But how should this man, that 
makes me smile, make Hector angry ? 

Alex. They .say he yesterday cop'd 
Hector in the battle and struck him down, 
the di.sdain and shame whereof hath ever 
since kept Hector fasting and waking. 

Enter Pandarvis. 

Cre.s. Who comes here ? 35 

Alex. Madam, your uncle Pandarus. 

Cres. Hector's a gallant man. 

Alex. As may be in the world, lady. 

Pan. What’s that ? What's that ? 

Cres. Good morrow, uncle Pandarus. 40 
Pan. Good morrow% cousin Cressid, What 
do you talk of ?—Good morrow, Alex¬ 
ander.—How do you, cousin ? When were 
you at Ilium ? 

Cres. This morning, uncle. 44 

Pan. What were you talking of when I 
came ? Was Hector arm'd and gone ere you 
came to Ilium ? Helen was not up, was she ? 

Cres. Hector was gone; but Helen was 
not up. 

Pan, E'en so. Hector was stirring early. 
Cres. 1 ‘hat were we talking of, and of his 
anger. 5« 

Pan. Was he angry ? 

Cre.s. So he says here. 

Pan. True, he was so ; I know the cause 
too ; he’ll lay about him to-day, I can tell 
them that. And there's Troilus will not 
come far behind him ; let them take heed 
of Troilus, 1 can tell them that too. 

Cres. What, is he angry too ? 

Pan. Who, Troilus ? Troilus is the better 
man of the two. 

Cre.s. O Jupiter ! there's no comparison. 
Pan. What, not between Troilus and 
Hector ? Do you know a man if you see 
him ? 63 

Cre.s. Ay, if I ever saw him l>efore and 
knew him. 

Pan. Well, I say Troilus is Troilus. 

Cres. Then you say as I say, for I am 
sure he is not Hector. 66 

Pan. No, nor Hector is not Troilus in 
some degrees. 

Cres. 'Tis just to each of them : he is 
himself. 

Pan. Himself! Alas, poor Troilus! 1 

would he were! 

Cres. So he is. 70 

Pan. Condition I had gone barefoot to 
India. 

Cres. He is not Hector. 

Pan. Himself! no, he's not himself. 
Would 'a were himself I Well, the gods are 
above; time must friend or end. Well, 
Troilus, well 1 I would my heart were in 
her body I No, Hector is not a better man 
than Troilus. 76 
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Cres. Excuse me. 

Pan, lie is elder. 

Cres, Pardon me, pardon me. 

Pan. 'Hi' other's not come to’t; you 
shall tell me another tale when th' other's 
come to't. Hector shall not have his wit 
this year. ’ 

Cres. He shall not need it if he have his 
own. 

Pan. Nor his qualities. 

Cres. No matter. 

Pun. Nor his beauty. 

Cres. 'Twould not become him : his 
own's better. 

Pun. You have no judgment, niece. 
Helen herself swore th’ other day that 
Troilus, for a brown favour, for so 'tis, 1 
must confess—not brown neither— > 

Cres. No, but brown. 

Pan. Faith, to say truth, brown and not 
brown. 

Oes. To say the truth, true and not true. 
Pan. She prais’d his complexion above 
Paris. 

Cres. Why, Paris hath colour enough, o 
Pun. So he has. 

Cres. Then Troilus should have too much. 
If she prais’d him above, his complexion is 
higher than his; he having colour enough, 
and the other higher, is too tlaming a praise 
for a good complexion. I had as lief Helen’s 
golden tongue had commended Troilus for 
a copper nose. loi 

Pan. I swear to you I think Helen loves 
him better than Paris. 

Cres. Then she’s a merry Greek indeed. 
Pun. Nay, 1 am sure she does. Slie came 
to him th’ other day into the compass’d 
window—and you know he has not past 
three or four hairs on his chin— 107 

Cres. Indeed a tapster’s arithmetic may 
soon bring his particulars therein to a total. 

Pan. Wily, he is very young, and yet will 
he wdthin three pound litt as much as his 
brother Hector. 

Cres. Is he so young a man and so old a 
lifter ? 

Pan. But to prove to you that Helen 
loves him : she came and puts me her white 
hand to his cloven chin— 

Cres. Juno have mercy I How came it 
cloven ? 113 

Pan. Why, you know, 'tis dimpled. I 
think his smiling becomes him better than 
any man in all Phrygia. 

Cres. 0, he smiles valiantly! 

Pan. Does he not ? no 

Cres. O yes, an ’twere a cloud in autumn! 
Pan. Why, go to, then ! But to prove to : 
you that Helen loves Troilus— 

Cres, Troilus will stand to the proof, if ; 
you’ll prove it so. I 

Pan. Troilus! Why, he esteems her no ' 
more than I esteem an addle egg, no j 
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Cres. If you love an addle egg as well as 
you love an idle head, you would eat 
chickens V th’ shell. 

Pan. 1 cannot choose but laugh to think 
how she tickled his chin. Indeed, she has a 
marvell’s white hand, I must needs confess. 

Cres. Without the rack. i.u 

Pan. And she takes upon her to spy a 
white hair on his chin. 

Cres. Alas, poor chin I Many a wart is 
richer. i 3 > 

Pan. But there was such laughing! 
Oueen Hecuba laugh’d that her eyes ran 
o'er. 

Cres. With mill:tones. 

Pan. And Cassandra laugh’d. 

Cres. But there was a more temperate fire 
under the pot of her eyes. Did her eyes run 
o’er too ? 

Pan. And Hector laugh'd. 

Cres. At what was all this laughing ? 

Pan. Marry, at the white hair that Helen 
spied on Troilus’ chin. 11:> 

Cres. An’t had been a green hair I should 
have laugh'd too. 

Pan. They laugh’d not so much at the 
hair as at his pretty answer. 

Cres. What was his answer ? 

Pan. Quoth she ‘Here’s but two and fitty 
hairs on your chin, and one of them is 
white 

Cres. This is her question. 

Pan. That’s true ; make no question of 
that. ‘ Two and lifty hairs,’ quoth he ' and 
one white. That white hair is my father, 
and all the rest are his sons.’ ‘Jupiter ! ’ 
quoth she ‘ which cf these hairs is Par s 
my husband ? ’ ‘ The forked one ; ’ quv>th 
he ‘ phick't out and give it him.’ But 
there was such laughing! and Helen so 
blush’d, and Paris so chaf’d ; and all the 
rest so laugh’d that it pass'd. 

Cres. So let it now ; for it has been a 
reat while going by. 

Pan. Well, cousin, 1 told you a thing 
yesterday ; think on’t. ^>5 

Cres. So 1 do. 

Pan. ITl be sworn ’tis true ; he will weep 
yon, an 'twere a man born in ApriJ. 

Cres. And I’ll spring up in his tears, an 
twere a nettle against May. J 7 > 

1 Sound a relreaf. 

Pan. Hark ! they are coming from the 
field. Shall we stand up here and see thorn 
as they pass toward Ilium ? Good niece, do, 
sweet niece Cressida. 

Cres. At your pleasure. 171 

Pan. Here, here, here’s an excellent 
lace; hcie we may see most bravely. I’ll 
tell you them all by their names as they 
pass by ; but mark Troilus above the rest. 

An BAS passes. 

Cres. Speak not so loud. 
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Pan, That‘s -/Eneas. Is nol that a brave 
man ? He's one of the flowers of Troy, . 
can tell you. But mark Troilus ; you shal 
see anon. jf' 

Antenoh pass^s. 

Cres, Who's that ? 

Pan, That's Antenor. He has a shrewc 
wif, I can tell you ; and he’s a man gooi 
enough ; he’s one o’ th’ soundest judg¬ 
ments in Troy, whosoever, and a proper 
man of person. Wlien comes Troilus ? I’i 
show you I roilus anon. If he see me, yoi 
slKill see him nod at me. js; 

Cres. Will he give you the nod ? 

Pan. You shall see. 

C'res. If he do, the rich shall have more 
H ECTOR passes. 

Pan. That’s Hector, that, that, look you 
that; there’s a fellow I Go thy way. 
Hector! There’s a brave man, niece. C 
brave Hector ! Look how he looks. There’s 
a countenance! Is’t not a brave man ? 

Cres. O, a brave man ! 

Pan. Is 'a not ? It does a man's heart 
good. Look you what hacks are on hi. 
helmet! Look you yonder, do you sec 
Look you there. There’s no jesting ; thcre’^ 
laying on ; take’t olf who will, as they say. 
There be hacks. 

Cres. Be those with swords ? 

Pan. Swords I anything, he cares not; 
an the devil come to him, it’s all one. By 
God's Ud, it doCsS one’s heart good. Yonder 
comes Paris, yonder comes Paris. 

Paris passes. 

Look ye yonder, niece ; is’t not a gallant 
man too, is't not ? Why, this is brave now. 
Who said he came hurt home to-day ? He’s 
not hurt. Why, this will do Helen’s heart 
good now, ha ! Would I could see Troilus 
nowl You shall see Troilus anon. 

Helen us passes. 

Cres. Who’s that ? -i- 

Pan. That’s Helenus. I marvel where 
Troilus is. That’s Helenus. I thick he went 
not forth to-day. That's Helenus. 

Cres. Can Helenus fight, uncle ? -14 

Pan. Helenus ! no. Yes, he'll fight in¬ 
different well. I marvel where Troilus is. 
Hark ! do you not hear the people cry 
‘ Troilus ’ ? Helenus is a priest. 

Cres. What sneaking fellow comes 
yonder ? sis 

Troilus passes. 

Pan. Where ? yonder ? That's Delphobus. 

*Tis Troilus. There’s a man, niece. Hem ! 
Brave Troilus, the prince of chivalry! .izi 

Cres. Peace, for shame, peace I 

Pan. Mark him; note him. O brave 


Troilus! Look well upon him, niece ; look 
you how his sword is bloodied, and his feim 
more hack’d than Hector’s ; and how he 
looks, and how he goes I O admirabL 
youth ! he never saw’ three and twenty. Go 
thy way, Troilus, go thy way. Had 1 a 
sister were a grace or a daughter a goddess, 
he should take his choice. O admirable 
man ! Paris ? Paris is dirt to him ; arci, 
I warrant, Helen, to change, would gi\e 
an eye to boot. - 31 

Cres. Here conies more. 

Common Soldiers pass. 

Pan. Asses, fools, dolts ! chaff and bran, 
chaff and bran! porridge after meat! 1 

could live and die in the eyes of Troilus. 
Ne’er look, ne’er look ; the eagles are gene. 
Crows and daws, crows and daws 1 1 had 
rather he such a man as Troilus than 
Agamemnon and all Greece. 

Cres. There is amongst the Greeks 
Achilles, a better man than Troilus. -40 

Pan. Achilles ? A drayman, a porter, a 
very camel! 

Cres. Well, well. 

Pan. Well, well! Why, have you any 
discretion ? Have you any eyes ? Do you 
know what a man is ? Is not birth, beauty, 
good shape, discourse, manhood, learning, 
gentleness, virtue, youth, liberality, and 
such like, the spice and salt that season a 
man ? 247 

Cres. Ay, a minc’d man ; and then to be 
bak’d with no date in the pie, for then the 
man’s date is out. 

Pan. You are such a woman I A man 
knows not at what ward you lie. 25 r 

Cres. Upon my back, to defend my belly ; 
upon my wit, to defend my wiles ; upon 
my secrecy, to defend mine honesty ; my 
mask, to defend my beauty ; and you, to 
defend all these ; and at all these wards 1 
lie at, at a thousand watches. 

Pan. Say one of your watches. 

Cres. Nay, I’ll watch you for that; and 
that’s one of the cliiefest of them too. If I 
cannot ward what I would not have hit, I 
can watch you for telling how 1 took the 
blow ; unless it swell past hiding, and then 
it’s past watching. 202 

Pan. You are such another 1 

Enter Troilus* Boy. 

Boy. Sir, my lord would instantly speak 
with you. 

Pan. Where ? 2(^5 

Boy. At your own house ; there he un¬ 
arms him. 

Pan. Good boy, tell him I come. 

[Exit Boy. 

I doubt he be hurt. Fare ye well, good 
niece. 

Cres. Adieu, uncle. 
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Pan. I will be with you, niece, by and by 
Cres. To bring, uncle. 27 

Pan. Ay, a token from Troilus. 

Cres. By^ the same token, you are 
bawd. [Exit Pandarus 

Words, v^ows, gifts, tears, and love's fu- 
sacrifice. 

He offers in another's enterprise ; 

But more in Troilus thousand-fold 1 see 
Than in the glass of Pandar’s praise may be 
Yet hold I off. Women are angels, wooint 
Things won are done ; joy's soul lies in th 
doing. 

That she belov'd knows nought that know 
not this: 

Men prize the thing ungain'd more thar 
it is. 

That she was never yet that ever knew 
Love got so sweet as when desire did sue 
Therefore this maxim out of love 1 teach 
Achievement is command; ungain’d 
beseech. 

Then though my heart's content firm love 
doth bear, 

Nothing of that shall from mine eve 
appear. [Exit 

Scene III. The Grecian camp. Before 
Agxmemnon's tent. 

Sennet. Enter Agamemnon, Nestor, Ulys 
SES, Diomedes, Menelaus, and Others. 

Agam. Princes, 

What grief hath set these jaundies o’er your 
cheeks ? 

TTie ample proposition that hope makes 
In all designs begun on earth bel.iw 
Fails in the promis’d largeness ; checks and 
disasters 

Grow in the veins of actions highest rear'd. 
As knots, by the conflux of meeting sap. 
Infects the sound pine, and diverts hi: 
grain 

Tortive and errant from his course of 
growth. 

Nor, princes, is it matter new to us u 
That we come short of our suppose so far 
That after seven years’ siege yet Troy walb 
stand; 

Sith every action that hath gone before, 
Whereof wq have record, trial did draw 
Bias and thwart, not answering the aim, »* 
And that unbodied figure of the thought 
That gave't surmised shape. Why then, 
you princes, 

Do you with cheeks abash'd behold our 
works 

And call them shames, which are, indeed, 
nought else 

But the protractive trials of great Jove 20 
To find persist!ve constancy in men ; 

The fineness of which metal is not found 
In fortune's love ? For then the bold and 
coward^ 


[Act 1 

The wise and fool, the artist and unread, 24 
The hard and soft, seem all affin'd and kin* 
But in the wind and tempest of her frown 
Distinction, with a broad and powerful fan. 
Puffing at all, winnows the light away ; 
And what hath mass or matter by itself 
Lies rich in virtue and unmingled. 30 
Nest. With due observance of thy godlike 
seat, 

Great Agamemnon, Nestor shall apply 
Thy latest words. In the reproof of chance 
Lies the true proof of men. The sea being 
smooth, 34 

How many shallow bauble boats dare sail 
Upon her patient breast, making their way 
With those of nobler bulk ! 

But let the ruffian Boreas once enrage 
The gentle Thetis, and anon behold 
The strong-ribb'd bark through liquid 
mountains cut, 40 

Bounding lH‘twcen the two moist elements 
Like Perseus’ horse. Where’s then the 
saucy boat, 

Whose weak untimber’d sides but even now 
Co-rivail’d greatness ? Either to harbour 
fled 

Or made a toast for Neptune. Even so 45 
Doth valour’s show and valour's worth 
divide 

In storms of fortune; for in her ray and 
brightness 

The herd hath more annoyance by the 
breese 

Than by the tiger ; but when the splitting 
wind 

Makes flexible the knees of knotted oaks, so 
And flies fled under shade—why, then the 
thing of courage, 

As rous’d with rage, wdth rage doth 
sympathise. 

And with an iiccent tun’d in self-same key 
Retorts to chicling fortune. 

Vlyss. Agamemnon, 

Thou great commander, ner\'c and bone of 
Greece, 55 

Heart of our numbers, soul and only spirit 
In whom the tempers and the minds of all 
Should be shut up—hear what Ulysses 
speaks. 

Besides the applause and approbation 
The which, [To Agamemnon] most mighty, 
for thy place and sway, 

To Nestor] And, thou most reverend, for 
thy stretch'd-out life, 

I give to both your speeches—which w'ere 
such 

As Agamemnon and the hand of Greece 
Should hold up high in brass; and such 
again 

As venerable Nestor, hatch'd in silver, <>5 
Should with a bond of air, strong as the 
axle-tree 

On which heaven rides, knit all the Greekish 
ears 
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Scene 3] 

To his experienc'd tongue—yet let it please 
both, 

Thou great, and wise, to hear Ulysses 
speak. 

Agam, Speak, Prince of Ithaca ; and be't 
of less expect 

That matter needless, of importless burden, 
Divide thy lips than we are confident. 
When rank Thersites opes his mastic jaws. 
We shall hear music, wit, and oracle. 

Vlyss. Troy, yet upon his basis, had been 
down, 75 

And the great Hector's sword had lack'd a 
master. 

But for these instances : 

Tlie specialty of rule hath been neglected ; 
And look how many Grecian tents do stand 
Hollow upon this plain, so many hollow 
factions. so 

When that the general is not like the hive, 
To whom the foragers shall all repair. 
What honey is expected ? Degree being 
vizarded, 

Th' unworthiest shows as fairly in the mask. 
The heavens themselves, the planets, and 
this centre, ^<5 

Observe degree, priority, and place. 
Insisture, course, proportion, season, form, 
Odi:e, and custom, in all line of order; 
And therefore is the glorious planet Sol 
In noble eminence enthron'd and spher’d 9« 
Amidst the other, whose med'cinablc eye 
Corrects the ill aspecis of planets evil, 

And posts, like tiic commandment of a 
king, 

Sans check, to good and bad. But when the 
planets 

In evil mixture to disorder wander, 95 
What plagues and what portents, what 
mutiny, 

What raging of the sea, shaking of earth. 
Commotion in the winds ! Frights, changes, 
horrors. 

Divert and crack, rend and deracinate. 

The unity and married calm of states hx 
Q uite from their fixture I O, when degree 
is shak'd. 

Which is the ladder of all high designs. 

The enterprise is sick ! How could com- 
munities. 

Degrees in schools, and brotherhoods in 
cities, 104 

Peaceful commerce from dividable shores, 
The primogenity and due of birth, 
Prerogative of age, crowms, sceptres, 
laurels, 

But by degree, stand in authentic place ? 
Take but degree aw^ay, untune that string. 
And hark what discord follows I Each 
thing melts no 

In mere oppugnaiicy : the bounded waters 
Should lift their bosoms higher than the 
shores, 

And make a sop of all this solid globe; 


Strength should be lord of imbecility. 

And the rude son should strike his father 
dead; j 15 

Force should be right; or, rather, right and 
wrong— 

Between whose endless jar justice resides— 
Should lose their names, and so should 
justice too. 

Then everything includes itself in power, 
Power into will, will into appetite; 1^:0 

And appetite, an universal wolf. 

So doubly secondt^d with will and power. 
Must make perforce an universal prey, 

And last eat up himself. Great Agamem¬ 
non, 

This chaos, when degree is suffocate, 1-5 
Follows the choking. 

And this neglcction of degree it is 
That by a pace goes backward, with a 
purpose 

It hath to climb. The general's disdain’d 
By him one step below, he by the next, i 
Tiiat next by him beneath ; so every step, 
Exampl’d by the first pace that is sick 
Of his superior, grows to an envious fever 
Of pale and bloodless emulation. 

And ’tis this fever that keeps Troy on foot, 
Not her own sinews. To end a tale of 
length, i.V’ 

Troy in our weakness stands, not in her 
strength. 

Nest, Most wisely hath Ulysses here dis¬ 
cover’d 

The fever whereof all our power is sick. 

Agam, The nature of the sickness found, 
Ulysses, 140 

What is the remedy ? 

Vlyss. The great Achilles, whom opinion 
crewms 

The sinew and the forehand of our host. 
Having his ear full of his airy fame. 

Grows dainty of his worth, and in his tent 
Lies mocking our designs; with him 
Patroclus 146 

Upon a lazy bed the livelong day 
Breaks scurril jests ; 

And with ridiculous and awkward action— 
Which, slanderer, he imitation calls— 150 
He pageants us. Sometime, great Aga¬ 
memnon, 

Thy topless deputation he puts on; 

And like a strutting player whose conceit 
Lies in his hamstring, and doth think it rich 
To hear the wooden dialogue and sound 1 
’Twixt his stretch'd footing and tbe 
scaffoldage— 

Such to-be-pitied and o'er-wrested seeming 
He acts thy greatness in; and when he 
speaks 

'Tis like a chime a-mending; with terms 
unsqiiar’d. 

Which, from the tongue of roaring Typhon 
dropp'd, J<>> 

Would seem hyperboles. At this fusty stuff 
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The large Achilles, on his press'd bed 
lolling, 

From his deep chest laughs out a loud 
applause; 

Cries ' Excellent! 'tis Agamemnon just. 
Now play me Nestor; hem, and stroke thy 
beard, 

As he being drest to some oration 
That's done—as near as the extrcmest ends 
Of parallels, as like as Vulcan and his wife ; 
Yet god Achilles still cries ‘ Excellent! 

'Tis Nestor right. Now' play him me, 
Patrocljs, jro 

Arming to answer in a night alarm ’. 

And then, forsooth, the faint defects of age 
Must be the scene of mirth : to cough and 
spit 

And, with a palsy-fumbling on his gorget, 
Shake in and out the rivet. xAnd at this 
sport 

Sir Valour dies; cries ‘ O, enough, 
Patroclus *, 

Or give me ribs of steel I I shall split all 
In pleasure of my spleen ’. And in this 
fashion 

All our abilities, gifts, natures, shapes, 
Sevcrals and generali of grace exact, ' 
Achievements, plots, orders, preventions, 
Excitements to the field or speech for truce, 
Success or loss, w'hat is or is not, serves 
As stuff for these two to make paradoxes. 

Nest* And in the imitation of these 
twain— 1S5 

Who, as Ulysses says, opinion crowns 
With an imperial voice—many arc infect. 
Ajax is grown seU'-will'd and bears his head 
In such a rein, in full as proud a place i '>9 
As broad Achilles; keeps his tent like him ; 
Makes factious feasts ; rails on our state of 
war 

Bold as an oracle, and sets Thersites, 

A slave whose gall coins slanders like a 
mint, 

To match us in comparisons with dirt, 

To weaken and discredit our exposure, 1,5 
How rank soever rounded in with danger. 

Ulyss, They tax our policy and call it 
cowardice, 

Count wisdom as no member of the war. 
Forestall prescience, and esteem no act 
But that of hand. The still and mental 
parts ’n.t 

That do contrive how many hands shall 
strike 

When fitness calls them on, and know, by 
measure 

Of their observant toil, the enemies’ 
weight— 

Why, this hath not a finger’s dignity : 

They call this bed-work, mapp'ry, closet- 
w'ar; .’05 

So that the ram that batters down the wall. 
For the great swinge and rudeness of his 
poise. 


[Act 1 

They place before his hand that made the 
engine, 

Or those that w ith the fineness of their souls 
By reason guide his execution. .^i<> 

Nest, Let this be granted, and Achilles' 
horse 

Makes many Thetis' sons. [Tucket. 

Agam. What trumpet ? Look, Menclaus. 

Men. From Troy. 

Enter /Lnkas. 

Agayn, What w'oiild you fore our tent ? 

Aine. Is this great Agamemnon’s tent, I 
pray you ? 'i', 

Aganu Even this. 

JEne. May one that is a herald and a 
prince 

Do a fair message to his kingly eyes ? 

Agatn. With surety stronger than Achilles’ 
arm .-o 

Fore all the Greekish heads, which w ith one 
voice 

Call Agamemnon head and general. 

Aine. Fair leave and large security. How 
may 

A stranger to those most imperial looks 
Know them from eyes of other mortals ? 

Agam. How ? 

A'.ne. Ay ; 

I ask, that I might waken reverence, 

And bid the cheek be ready with a blush 
Modest as Morning when she coldly eyes 
'I hc youthful Pluebus. ; v’ 

Which is that god in office, guiding men ? 
VV'hich is the high and mighty Agamemnon? 

Agam. This Troyan scorns us, or the men 
of Troy 

Are ceremonious courtiers. 

iEnc. Courtiers as free, as debonair, un¬ 
arm’d, 

As bending angels ; that's their fame in 
peace. 

But when they would seem soldiers, they 
have galls. 

Good arms, strong joints, true swords ; 

and, Jove’s accord, ? 

Nothing so full of heart. But peace, ^Eneas, 
Peace, Troyan ; lay thy finger on thy lips. 
The worthiness of praise distains his worth, 
If that the prais’d himself bring the praise 
forth ; 

But what the repining enemy commends, 
That breath fame blows; that praise, sole 
pure, transcends. 

Agam. Sir, you of Troy, call you yourself 
iEneas ? .13 

ABne. Ay, Greek, that is my name. 

Agam. What’s your affair, I pray you ? 

jEne. Sir, pardon ; 'tis for Agamemnon’s 
ears. 

Agam. He hears nought privately that 
comes from Troy. 

/Ene. Nor I from Troy come not to 
whisper with him ; 250 
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I bring a trumpet to awake his ear, 

To set his sense on the attentive bent. 

And then to speak. 

Agam. Speak frankly as the wind ; 
It is not Agamemnon's sleeping hour. 
That thou shalt know, Troyan, he is awake. 
He tells thee so himself. 

Aine. Trumpet, blow loud. 

Send thy brass voice through all these laz\ 
tents; 

And every Greek of mettle, let him know 
Wh.it Troy means fairly shall be spoke 
aloud. [.Sound trumpcl. 

We have, great Agamemnon, here in Troy 
A prince called Hector—Priam is his 
father— '2Ut 

Wha in this dull and long-continued truce 
Is resty grown ; he bade me take a trumpet 
And to this purpose speak : Kings, princes, 
lortls! 

If there be one among the fairVst of Greece 
That IiolJs his honour higher than his ea.se. 
That seeks his praise more than he fears his 
peril, 

That knows his valour and knows not his 
fear, 

That loves his mistre.ss more than in con¬ 
fession 

With truant vows to her own lips he loves, 
And dare avow her beauty and her w.srth 
In other arms than hers—to him this 
challeage. 

Hector, in view of Troyans and of Greeks, 
SliiiU m ike it good or do his best to do it: 
He hath a lady wiser, fairer, truer, ^7.=) 
Ilian ever Greek did couple in his arms ; 
And will to-m.>rrow with his trumpet call 
Mid-way between your tents and walls of 
Troy 

To rouse a Grecian that is true in love. 

If any come, Hector shall honour him ; 

If none, he'll say in Troy, when he retires. 
The Grecian dames are sunburnt and not 
worth 

The splinter of a lance. Even so much. 

Agam. This shall be told our lovers. Lord 
Aincas. t 

If none of them have soul in such a kind. 
We left them all at home. But we arc 
soldiers ; 

And may that soldier a mere recreant prove 
That means not, hath not, or is not in 
love. 

If then one is, or hath, or means to be. 
That one meets Hector ; if none else, I am 
he. 

Nest, Tell him of Nestor, one that was a 
man 

When Hector's grandsirc suck'd. He is old 
now ; 

But if there be not in our Grecian mould 
One noble man that hath one spark of fire 
To answer for his love, tell him from me ^9.*^ 
rU hide my silver beard in a gold beaver, 
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And in my vantbracc put this wither'd 
brawn, 

And, meeting him, will tell him that my 
lady 

Was fairer than his grandame, and as chaste 
As may be in the world. His youth in flood, 
lil prove this truth with my three drops of 
blood. 301 

Aine. Now heavens forfend such scarcity 
of youth! 

IHyss, Amen. 

Agam, Fair Lord Aeneas, let me touch 
your hand ; 

To our pavilion shall I lead you, first. 305 
Achilles shall have word of this intent ; 

So shall each lord of Greece, from tent to 
tent. 

Voursclf shall feast with us before you go. 
And find the welct^me of a noble foe. 

[Exeuid all bat Ulysses and Lsehior. 

Ulyss. Nestor ! 310 

Nest. Wliat say.s Ulysses ? 

Ulyss. I have a young conception in my 
brain ; 

Be yon my time to bring it to some shape. 

Nest. What is't ? 

I'lyss. I'his 'tis : bi-s 

Blunt wedges ri\ e hard knots. The seeded 
pride 

riiat hath to this maturity blown up 
in rank Achilles must or now be cropp'd 
Or, shedding, breed a nursery of like evil 
To overbulk us all. 

Nest. Well, and how ? 

Ulyss This challenge that the gallant 

Hector sends, 

However it is spread in general name, 
Relates in purpose only to Achilles. 

Nest. True. The purpose is perspicuous 
even as substance 

Whose grossness little characters sum up; 
And, in the publication, make no strain 
But that Achilles, were his brain as barren 
As banks of Libya—though, Apollo knows, 
'Tis dry enough—will with great speed of 
judgment. 

Ay, with celerity, find Hector’s purpose 33<^ 
Pointing on him. 

Ulyss. And wake him to the answ'er, 
think you ? 

Nest. Why, 'tis most meet. Who may 
you else oppose 

That can from Hector bring those honours 
off, 

If not Achilles ? Though't be a sportful 
combat, 335 

Yet in this trial much opinion dwells ; 

For here the Troyans taste our dear'st 
repute 

With their fin'st palate ; and trust to me, 
Ulysses, 

Our imputation shall be oddly pois'd 
In this vile action ; for the success, 340 
Although particular, shall give a scantling 
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Of good or bad unto the general; 

And in such indexes, although small pricks 
To their subsequent volumes, there is seen 
The baby figure of the giant mass 343 
Of things to come at large. It is suppos’d 
He that meets Hector issues from our 
choice; 

And choice, being mutual act of all our 
souls, 

Makes merit her election, and doth boil, 

As 'twere from forth us all, a man distill’d 
Out of our virtues ; who miscarrying, 351 
What heart receives from hence a conquer¬ 
ing part. 

To steel a strong opinion to themselves ? 
Which entertain'd, limbs are his instru¬ 
ments. 

In no less working than are swords and 
bows 355 

Directive by the limbs. 

Vlyss. Give pardon to my speech. 

Therefore 'tis meet Achilles meet not 
Hector. 

Let us, like merchants, show our foulest 
wares 

And think perchance they'll sell; if not, 
the lustre :v'> 

Of the better yet to show shall show the 
better, 

By showing the worst first Do not consent 
That ever Hector and Achilles meet; 

For both our honour and our shame in this 
Are dogg’d with two strange followers. 3' 3 

Nest I see them not with my old eyes. 
What are they ? 

Vlyss, What glory our Achilles shares 
from Hector, 

Were he not proud, we all should wear with 
him ; 

But he already is too insolent; 

And it were better parch in Afric sun 3>' 
Than in the pride and salt scorn of his 
eyes, 

Should he scape Hector fair. If he were 
foil’d. 

Why, then we do our main opinion crush 
In taint of our best man. No, make a 
lott’^; 

And, by device, let blockish Ajax draw 373 
The sort to fight with Hector. Among our¬ 
selves 

Give him allowance for the better man; 
For that will physic the great Myrmidon, 
Who broils in loud applause, and make him 
fall 

His crest, that prouder than blue Iris bends. 
If the dull brainless Ajax come safe off, 3^^* 
We’ll dress him up in voices ; if he fail. 
Yet go we under our opinion still 
That wc have better men. But, hit or miss. 
Our project's life this shape of sense 
assumes— 3»5 

Ajax employ’d plucks down Achilles' 
plumes. 


[Act 2 

Nest, Now'. Ulysses, I begin to relish thy 
advice; 

And I will give a taste thereof forthwith 
To Agamemnon. Go we to him straight. 39<' 
Tw'o curs shall tame each other: pride 
alone 

Must tarre the mastiffs on, as 'twere their 
bone. [Exexint, 

ACT TWO 

ScENii I. The Grecian camp. 

Enter Ajax and Thersites. 

Ajax. Thersites ! 

Ther. Agamemnon—how if he had boils 
full, all over, generally ? 

Ajax. Thersites ! 

Ther. And those boils did run—say so. 
Did not the general run then ? Were not 
that a botchy core ? i* 

Ajax. Dog ! 

Ther. Then there would come some 
matter from him ; I see none now. 

Ajax. Thou bitch-wolf's son, canst thou 
not hear ? Feel, then. [Strikes him. 

Ther. The plague of Greece upon thee, 
thou mongrel beef-witted lord ! 13 

Ajax. Speak, then, thou whinid’st leaven, 
speak. I will beat thee into handsomeness. 

Ther. I shall sooner rail thee into wit and 
holiness; but I think thy horse will sooner 
con an oration than thou learn a prayer 
without book. Thou canst strike, canst 
thou ? A red murrain o’ thy jade's tricks ! 

Ajax. Toadstool, learn me the proclama¬ 
tion. so 

Ther. Dost thou think I have no sense, 
thou strikest me thus ? 

Ajax. The proclamation! 

Ther. Thou art proclaim'd a fool, 1 think. 
Ajax. Do not, porpentine, do not; my 
fingers itch. .':3 

Ther. I would thou didst itch from head 
to foot and I had the scratching of thee ; I 
would make thee the loathsomest scab in 
Greece. When thou art forth in tlie 
incursions, thou strikest as slow' as another. 
Ajax. 1 say, the proclamation. 3<’ 

Ther. Thou grumblest and railest every 
hour on Achilles ; and thou art as full of 
envy at his greatness as Cerberus is at 
Prosperpina's beauty—ay, that thou bark'st 
at him. 

Ajax. Mistress Thersites! 

Ther. Thou shouldst strike him. 3‘> 

Ajax. Cobloaf! 

Ther. He would pun thee into shivers 
with his fist, as a sailor breaks a biscuit. 
Ajax. You whoreson cur! [Strikes him. 
Ther. Do, do. 4*- 

Ajax. Thou stool for a witch ! 

Ther. Ay, do, do; thou sodden-witted 
lord! Thou hast no more brain than I have 
in mine elbows; an assinico may tutor 
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thee. You scurvy valiant ass! Thou art 
here but to thrash Troyans, and thou art 
b^^ught and sold among those of any wit 
like a barbarian slave. If thou use to beat 
me, I will begin at thy heel and tell what 
thou art by inches, thou thing of no bowels, 
thou ! 

Ajix. You dog! 

Ther. You scurvy lord I 50 

Ajax. You cur ! [Strikes him. 

Ther. Mars his idiot! Do, rudeness ; do, 
camel; do, do. 

Enter Achilles and Patroclus. 

AchiL Why, how now, Ajax 1 Wherefore 
do you thus ? 

How now, Thersites ! What’s the matter, 
man ? 

Ther. You see him there, do you ? 55 

Acliil. Ay ; what’s the matter ? 

Ther. Nay, look upon him. 

Achil. So I do. What’s the matter ? 
Ther. Nay, but regard him well, 

Achil. Well! why, so I do. 6 > 

Ther. But yet you look not well upon 
him; for who some ever you take him to 
be, he is Ajax. 

Achil. 1 know that, fool. 

Ther. Ay, but tliat fool knows not 
himself. 

Ajax. Therefore I beat thee. ^>5 

Ther. Lo, lo, b, lo, what modicums of wit 
he utters ! His evasions have ears thus 
long. I have bobb’d his brain more than 
he has beat my bones. I will buy nine 
sparrows for a penny, and his pia mater is 
not worth the ninth part of a sparrow. 
This lord, Achilles, Ajax—who wears his 
wit in his belly and his guts in his head— 
I’ll tell you what I say of him. 7- 

Achil. What ? 

Ther. 1 say this Ajax— 

[Ajax offers to strike him. 
Achil. Nay, good Ajax, 75 

Ther. Has not so much wit— 

Achil. Nay, I must hold you. 

Ther. As will stop the eye of Helen’s 
needle, for whom he comes to fight. 

Achil. Peace, fool! 80 

Ther. I would have peace and quietness, 
but the fool will not—^lie there; that he; 
look you there. 

Ajax. O thou damned cur I I shall— 
Achil. Will you set your wit to a fool’s ? 
Ther. No, I warrant you ; the fool's will 
shame it. «5 

Pair. Good words, Thersites. 

AchiL What’s the quarrel ? 

Ajax. I bade the vile owl go learn me the 
tenour of the proclamation, and he rails 
upon me. 

Ther. I serve thee not. 9 « 

Ajax. Well, go to, go to. 

Ther. 1 serve here voluntary. 


Achil. Your last service was sufT’rance; 
’twas not voluntary. No man is beaten 
voluntary. Ajax was here the voluntary, 
and you as under an impress. 95 

Ther. E’en so ; a great deal of your wit 
too lies in your sinews, or else there be 
liars. Hector shall have a great catch an he 
knock out either of your brains: 'a were 
as good crack a fusty nut with no kernel, 
Achil. What, with me too, Thersites ? 100 
Ther. There’s Ulysses and old Nestor— 
whose wit was mouldy ere your grandsires 
had nails on their toes—yoke you like 
draught oxen, and make you plough up the 
wars. 

Achil. What, what ? 

Ther. Yes, good sooth. To Achilles, to 
Ajax, to— 105 

Ajax. 1 shall cut out your tongue. 

Ther. ’ I is no matter ; 1 shall speak as 
much as thou afterwards. 

Pair. No more words, Thersites ; peace ! 
Ther. 1 will hold my peace when Achilles’ 
brach bids me, shall I ? m 

Achil. There’s for you, Patroclus. 

Ther. I will sec you hang’d like clotpoles 
ere 1 come any more to your tents. I will 
keep where there is wit stirring, and leave 
the faction of fools, [£xii. 

Pair. A good riddance. nf' 

Achil. Marry, this, sir, is proclaim'd 
through all our host, 

That Hector, by the fifth hour of the 
sun. 

Will with a trumpet ’twixt our tents and 
Troy, 

To-morrow morning, cull some knight to 

arms 120 

That hath a stomach; and such a one that 
dare 

Maintain I know not what; ’tis trash. 
Farewell. 

Ajax. Farewell. Who shall answer him ? 
Achil. I know not; ’tis put to lott’ry. 
Otherwise 

He knew his man, 125 

Ajax. O, meaning you ! I will go learn 

more of it. [Exeuni. 

Scene II. Troy, Priam*s palace. 

Enter Priam, Hector, Troilus, Paris, 
and Helen us, 

Pri. After so many hours, lives, speeches, 
spent. 

Thus once again says Nestor from the 
Greeks: 

* Deliver Helen, and all damage else— 

As honour, loss of time, travail, expense, 
Wounds, friends, and what else dear that 
is consum’d 5 

In hot digestion of this cormorant war— 
Shall be struck off ’. Hector, what say you 
to't ? 
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HecL Thoui;Ii n? mm lesser fears the 
Greeks than I, 

As far as toucheth my particular, 

Yet, dread Priam, 

There is no lady of more softer bowels. 
More spongy to suck in the sense of fear. 
More ready to cry out ‘ Who knows what 
follows ? ' 

Than Hector is. The wound of peace is 
surety, 

Surety secure ; but moicst doubt is call’d 
The beacon of the wise, the tent that 
searches i' 

To th’ bottom of the worst. Let Helen go 
Since the first sword was drawn about thi 
question, 

Every tithe soul ’mongst many thousand 
dismes 

Hath been as dear as Helen—I mean, of 
ours. 

If we h ive lost so many tenths of ours 
To guard a thing not ours, nor worth to us. 
Had it our nai\j, the value of one ten. 
What merit’s in that reason which denie 
Tne yielding of her up ? 

Tro. Fie, fie, my brother ! ’ 

Weigh you the w'orth and honour of a king. 
So great as our dread father’s, in a scale 
Of common ounces ? Will you with 
counters sum 

The past-proportion of his infinite. 

And buckle in a waist most fathomless 3' 
With spans and inches so dimiauticc 
As fears and reasons ? Fie, for godly shame! 

lici. No marvel though you bite so sharp 
at reasons, 

You arc so empty of them. Should not our 
father 

Bear the great sway of his affairs with 
reasons, s'; 

Because your speech hath none that tells 
him so ? 

Tro. You are for dreams and slumbers, 
brother priest; 

You fur your gloves with reason. Here are 
your reasons : 

You know an enemy intends you harm ; 
You know a sword employ’d is perilous, to 
And reason flies the object of all harm. 
Who marvels, then, when Helenus beholds 
A Grecian and his sword, if he do set 
The very wings of reason to his heels 
And fly like chidden Mercury from Jove, 4 ‘> 
Or like a star disorb’d ? Nay, if we talk of 
reason, 

Let's shut our gates and sleep. Manhood 
and honour 

Should have hare hearts, would they but fat 
their thoughts 

With this cramm'd reason. Reason and 
respect 

Make livers pale and lustihood deject. 50 
Hict. Brother, she is not worth what she 
doth cost 


The keeping. 

Tro. What’s aught but as 'tis valued ? 

Meet. But value dwells not in particular 
will: 

It holds his estimate and dignity 
As well wherein 'tis precious of itself ?-) 
As in the prizer. 'Tis mad idolatry 
To make the service greater than the god ; 
And the will dotes that is attributive 
To what infectiously itself affects, 

Without some image of th' affected merit. (>o 

Tro. 11 ike to-day a wife, and my election 
Is led on in the conduct of my will ; 

My wall enkindled by mine eyes and cars, 
Two traded pilots 'twixt the dangerous 
shores 

Of will and judgment : how may I avoid, < 
Although my will distaste what it elected. 
The wife I chose ? riicrc can be no evasion 
To blench from this and to stand firm b>’ 
honour. 

We turn not back the silks upon the 
merchant 

When we have soil’d them ; nor the re¬ 
mainder viands 

We do not throw in unrespective sieve. 
Because \vc now are full. It was thought 
meet 

Paris should do some vengeance on the 
Greeks ; 

Your breath with full consent bellied his 
sails; 

The seas and winds, old wranglers, took a 
truce, ;3 

And did him service. He touch'd the ports 
desir’d ; 

And for an old aunt whom the Greeks held 
captive 

He brought a Grecian queen, whose youth 
and freshness 

Wrinkles Apollo’s, and makes stale the 
morning. 

Why keep we her ? The Grecians keep our 
aunt. 

Is she worth keeping ? Why, she is a pearl 
Whose price hath launch’d above a 
thousand ships. 

And turn’d crown’d kings to merchants. 

If you’ll avouch 'twas wisdom Paris went— 
As you must needs, for you all cried ‘ Go, 
go S3 

If you’ll confess he brought home worthy 
prize— 

As you must needs, for you all clapp’d your 
hands, 

And cried ‘ Inestimable ! ’—why do you 
now 

The issue of your proper wisdoms rate, 

And do a deed that never fortune did— 'i*' 
Beggar the estimation which you priz’d 
Richer than sea and land ? O theft most 
base, 

That we have stol'n what we do fear to 
keep I 



Scene 2] 

But thieves unworthy of a thing so stol’n 
I That in their country did them that 
I disgrace or, 

Wc fear to warrant in our native place ! 

I Cds. [Widtinl Cry, Troyans, cry. 

I PrL What noise, what shriek is this ? 
y Pro, 'Tis our rnad sister ; I do know her 
i. voice. 

'I Cas, |\Vd/ri;i] Cry, Troyans. 

i- Meet, It is Cassandra. j<h. 

Enter Cassandra, ravin-^. 

Cas, Cry, Troyans, cry. Lend me ten 

, thousand eyes, 

And I will ill! them with prophetic tears, 
i Jlect, Peace, sister, peace. 

Cas. Virgins and boys, mid-age and 

wriiikleJ eld, loj 

Soft infancy, that nothing canst but cry, 
Add to my clamours. Let us pay betimes 
A moiety of that mass of moan to come. 
Cry. Troyans, cry. Practise your eyes with 
tears. 

Troy mast not be, nor goodly llion stand ; 
Our firebrand brother, Paris, burns us all. 
Cry, Troyans, cry, A Helen and a woe! j 11 
Cry, cry. Troy burns, or else let Helen go. 

I Ex if. 

Hed. Now, youthful Troilus, do not these 
high strains 

Of divination in our sister work 
wSome touches of remorse, or is your blood 
So madly hot that no discourse of reason. 
Nor fear of bad success in a bad cause, n; 
Can qualify the same ? 

Tro. Why, brother Hector, 

We may not think the justness of each act 
Such and no other than event doth form it; 
Nor once deject the courage of our minds 
Because Cassandra’s mad. Her brain-sick 
raptures 

Cannot distaste the goodness of a quarrel 
Which hath our several honours all engag’d 
To make it gracious. For my private part, 
1 am no m ore touch'd than all Priam's sons; 
And Jove forbid there should be done 
amongst us j-t 

Such things as might offend the weakest 
spleen 

To fight for and maintain. 

Par. Else might the world convince of 
levity i 3 '> 

As well my undertakings as your counsels ; 
But I attest the gods, your full consent 
Gave wings to my propension, and cut off 
All fears attending on so dire a project. 
For what, alas, can these my single arms ? 
What propugnation is in one man’s valour 
To stand the push and enmity of those 
This quarrel would excite ? Yet, I protest, 
Were I alone to pass the difficulties, 

And had as ample power as I have will, 
Paris should ne’er retract what he hath 
done 
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Nor faint in the pursuit. 

PrL Paris, you speak 

Like one besotted on your sweet delights. 
Vou have the honey still, but these the gali: 
So to be valiant is no praise at all. i i s 
Par. Sir, I propose not merely to myseli 
The pleasures such a beauty brings wirn it; 
But I would have the soil of her fair rape 
Wip’d off in honourable keeping her. 

What treason were it to the ransack’d 
queen, j5o 

Disgrace to your great worths, and shame 
to me. 

Now to deliver her possession up 
On terms of base compulsion I Can it be 
That so degenerate a strain as this 
Should once set footing in your generous 
bosoms ? If,5 

There’s not the meanest spirit on our party 
Without a heart to dare or sword to draw 
When Helen is defended; nor none so 
noble 

W'hose life w’ere ill bestow'd or death un¬ 
fam’d 

Where Helen is the subject. Then, I say, ir,o 
Well may we fight for her whom we know 
well 

The world's large spaces cannot parallel. 
Ht’cf. Paris and Troilus, you have both 
said well; 

And on the cause and question now in hand 
H ive gloz’d, but superficially ; not much 
Unlike young men, whom Aristotle thought 
Unfit to hear moral philosophy. 

The reasons you allege do more conduce 
I'o the hot passion of distemp’red blood 
Than to make up a free determination iro 
’T wixt right and wrong; for pleasure and 
revenge 

Have cars more deaf than adders to the 
voice 

Of any true decivsion. Nature craves 
All dues be rcnd’rcd to their owners. Now, 
What nearer debt in all humanity j;5 
Than wife is to the husband ? If this law 
Of nature be corrupted through affection ; 
And that great minds, of partial indulgence 
To their benumbed wills, resist the same ; 
There is a law in each well-order’d nation 
To curb those raging appetites that are iSi 
Most disobedient and refractory. 

If Helen, then, be wife to Sparta's king— 
As it is known she is—these moral laws 
Of nature and of nations speak aloud jSs 
lo have her back return'd. Thus to persist 
In doing wrong extenuates not wrong, 

But makes it much more heavy. Hector’s 
opinion 

Is this, in way of truth. Yet, ne’er the less. 
My spritely brethren, I propend to you jyo 
In resolution to keep Helen still; 

For 'tis a cause that hath no mean depend¬ 
ence 

Upon our joint and several dignities. 
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Tro. Why, there you touch’d the life of 
our design. 

Were it not glory that we more affected 105 
'Than the performance of our heaving 
spleens, 

1 would not wish a drop of Troyan blood 
Spent more in her defence. But, worthy 
Hector, 

She is a theme of honour and renown, 

A spur to valiant and magnanimous deeds. 
Whose present courage may beat down our 
foes, 20 i 

And fame in time to come canonize us; 
For 1 presume brave Hector would not 
lose 

So rich advantage of a promis’d glory 204 
As smiles upon the forehead of this action 
For the wide world’s revenue. 

HecL I am yours, 

You valiant offspring of great Priamus. 

I have a roisting challenge sent amongst 
The dull and factious nobles of the Greeks 
Will strike amazement to their drowsy 
spirits. 2i(. 

I was advertis’d their great general slept. 
Whilst emulation in the army crept. 

This, I presume, will wake him. [Exeunt 

Scene III. The Grecian camp. Before the 
tent of Achilles. 

Enter Thersitks, solus. 

Ther. How now, Thersites I What, lost 
in the labyrinth of thy fury ? Shall the 
elephant Ajax carry it thus ? He beats me, 
and I rail at him. O worthy satisfaction ! 
Would it were othervvise : that 1 could beat 
him, whilst he rail’d at me! 'Sfoot, I’ll 
learn to conjure and raise devils, but I’ll 
see some issue of my spiteful execrations. 
Then there's Acliillcs, a rare engineer! If 
Troy be not taken till these two undermine 
it, the wall> will stand till they fall of them¬ 
selves. O thou great thunder-darter of 
Olympus, forget that thou art Jove, the 
king of gods, and. Mercury, lose all the 
serpentine craft of thy caducous, if 
ye take not that little little Icss-than- 
little wit from them that they have! 
which short-arm’d ignorance itself knows 
is so abundant scarce, it will not in; 
circumvention deliver a fly from a| 
spider without drawing their massy irons! 
and cutting the web. After this, the; 
vengeance on the whole camp! or, rather, 
the Neapolitan bone-ache! for that, me- 
thinks, is the curse depending on those that 
war for a placket. I have said my prayers ;! 
and devil Envy say *Amen ’. What ho! my 
Lord Achilles ! 20 

Enter Patroclus. 

Pair, Who's there ? Thersites ! Good 
Thersites* come in and rail. i 
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Ther, If I could *a rememb’red a gilt 
counterfeit, thou wouldst not have slipp’d 
out of my contemplation; but it is no 
matter; thyself upon thyself! The com¬ 
mon curse of mankind, folly and ignorance, 
be thine in great revenue! Heaven bless 
thee from a tutor, and discipline come not 
near thee! Let thy blood be thy direction 
till thy death. Then if she that lays thee 
out says thou art a fair corse, I’ll be sworn 
and sworn upon’t she never shrouded any 
but lazars. Amen. Where’s Achilles ? 31 

Pair, What, art thou devout ? Wast thou 
in prayer ? 

Ther. Ay, the heavens hear me! 

Pair. Amen. 

Enter Achilles. 

Acini. Who’s there ? 35 

Pair. Thersites, my lord. 

Achil. Where, where ? O, where ? Art 
thou come ? Why, my cheese, my diges¬ 
tion, why hast thou not served thyself in 
to my table so many meals ? Come, what’s 
Agamemnon ? 40 

Ther. Thy commander, Achilles. Then 
tell me, Patroclus, what’s Achilles ? 

Pair. 1'hy lord, Thersites. Ihcn tell me, 
I pray thee, what’s Thersites ? 

Ther. Thy knower, Patroclus. Then tell 
me, Patroclus, what art thou ? 46 

Pair. Thou must tell that knowest. 
Achit O, tell, tell! 

Ther. Pll decline the whole question. 
Agememnon commands Achilles ; Achilles 
is my lord ; I am Patroclus' knower; and 
Patroclus is a fool. 51 

Patr. You rascal! 

Ther. Peace, fool 1 I have not done. 
Achil. He is a privileg’d man. Proceed, 
Thersites. 

Ther. Agamemnon is a fool; Achilles is 
a fool; Thersites is a fool; and, as afore¬ 
said, Patroclus is a fool. 56 

Achil. Derive this ; come. 

Ther. Agamemnon is a fool to offer to 
command Achilles ; Achilles is a fool to be 
commanded of Agamemnon ; Thersites is 
a fool to serve such a fool; and this 
Patroclus is a fool positive. cr 

Patr. Why am I a fool ? 

Ther. Make that demand of the Creator. 
It suffices me thou art. Look you, who 
comes here ? 

Achil. Come, Patroclus, I'll speak with 
nobody. Come in with me, Thersites. 60 

[Exit. 

Ther. Here is such patchery, such 
juggling, and such knavery. All the argu¬ 
ment is a whore and a cuckold—a good 
quarrel to draw emulous factions and bleed 
to death upon. Now the dry serpigo on the 
subject, and war and lechery confound aU 1 

[Exit. 
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Enter Agamemnon, Ulysses. Nestor, 
Diomedes, Ajax, and Calcas. 

Agam, Where is Acliilles ? 72 

Patr, Within his tent; but ill-dispos*cI, 
my lord. 

Agam. Let it be known to him that we 
are here. 

He shent our messengers ; and we lay by 7 
Oar appertainings, visiting of him. 

Let him be told so; lest, perchance, he 
think 

We dare not move the question of our 
place 

Or know not what we are. 

Pair. I shall say so to him. [Exii. 

Ulyss. We saw liim at the opening of his 
tent. 8n 

He is not sick. 

Ajax. Yes, lion-sick, sick of proud heart. 
You may call it melancholy, if you will 
favour the man ; but. by my head, 'ti> 
pride. But why, why ? Let him show us a 
cause. A word, my lord. 

iTa/ies Agamemnon aside. 
Nest. W'hat moves Ajax thus to bay at 
him ? 

Ulyss. Achilles hath inveigled his fool 
from him. 

Nest. Who, Thersites ? 

Ulyss. He. 

Nest. Then will Ajax lack matter, if he 
have lost his argument. 

Ulyss. No ; you see he is his argument 
that has his argument—Achilles. 

Nest. All the better; their fraction is 
more our wish than their faction. But it 
was a strong composure a fool could 
disunite! of> 

Ulyss. The amity that wisdom knits not, 
folly may easily untie. 

Re-enter Patroclus. 

Here comes Patroclus. 

NesL No Achilles with him. 100 

Ulyss. The elephant hath joints, but none 
for courtesy ; his legs are legs for necessity, 
not for flexure. 

Patr. Achilles bids me say he is much 
sorry 

If any thing more tlian your sport and 
pleasure 

Did move your greatness and this noble 
state TOj 

To call upon him ; he hopes it is no other 
But for your health and your digCvStion 
sake, 

An after-dinner's breath, 

Aganu Hear you, Patroclus. 

We are too well acquainted with these 
answers; 

But his evasion, wing'd thus swift with 
scorn, 110 

Cannot outfly our apprehensions. 
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Much attribute he hath, and much the 
reason 

Why we ascribe it to him. Yet all his 
virtues. 

Not virtuously on his own part beheld, 114 
Do in our eyes begin to lose their gloss ; 
Yea, like fair fruit in an unwholesome dish. 
Are like to rot untasted. Go and tell him 
We come to speak with him ; and you shall 
not sin 

If you do say we think him over-proud 
And under-honest, in self-assumption 
greater 

Than in the note of judgment; and 
worthier than himself 
Here tend the savage strangeness he puts 
on, 

Disguise the holy^ strength of their com¬ 
mand, 

And underwrite in an obser\ ing kind 124 
His humorous predominance ; yea, watch 
His pettish lunes, his ebbs, his flows, as if 
riie passage and whole carriage of this 
action 

Rode on his tide. Go tell him this, and add 
That if he overbold his price so much 
We'll none of him, but let him, like an 
engine ly- 

Not portable, lie under this report: 

Bring action hither ; this cannot go to war. 
A stirring dwarf we do allowance give 
Before a sleeping giant. Tell him so. 

Patr. I shall, and bring his answer 
presently. [Exit. 

Agam. In second voice we’ll not be 
satisfied ; 

We con e to speak with him. Ulysses, 
enter you. [Exif Ulysses. 

Ajax. What is he more than another ? 
A?rtm. No more than what he thinks he is. 
Ajax. Is he so much ? Do you not think 
he thinks himself a better man than I am ? 
Agam. No question. 1^2 

Ajax. Will you subscribe his thought and 
say he is ? 

Agam. No, noble Ajax; you are as 
strong, as valiant, as wise, no less noble, 
much more gentle, and altogether more 
tractable. t.}6 

Ajax. Why should a man be proud ? 
How doth pride grow ? 1 know not what 
pride is. 

Agam. Your mind is the clearer, Ajax, 
and your virtues the fairer. He that is 
proud eats up himself. Pride is his own 
glass, his own trumpet, his own chronicle ; 
and whatever praises itself but in the deed 
devours the deed in the praise. 153 

Re-enter Ulysses. 

Ajax. I do hate a proud man as I do hate 
the engend'ring of toads. 

Nest. [Aside] And yet he loves himself: 
is't not strange ? 
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Vlyss. Achilles will not to the field to¬ 
morrow. 

Agam, What's his excuse ? 

Vlyss, He doth rely on none ; 

But carries on the stream of his dispose. 
Without observance or respect of any, i 
In will peculiar and in self-admission. 

Agam. Why will he not, upon our fair 
request, 

Untent his p:;rsc»n and share the air with us? 

Ulyss. Things small as nothing, for 
request’s sake only. 

He makes important; possess’d he is with 
greatness, k*? 

And speaks not to himself but with a pride 
That quarrels at self-breath. Imagin’d 
worth 

Holds in his blood such swol’n and hot 
discourse 

That 'tw’ixt his mental and his active parts 
Kingdom’d Achilles in commotion rages, i: o 
And batters down liimself. What should I 
say ? 

He is so plaguy proud that the death tokens 
of it 

Cry ‘ No recovery ’. 

Agam, Let Ajax go to him. 

Dear lord, go you and greet him in his tent. 
'Tis said he holds you well; and will be led 
At your request a little from himself. 

Ulyss. O Agamemnon, let it not be so! 
We’ll consecrate the steps that Ajax makes 
When they go from Achilles. Shall the 
proud lord 

That bastes his arrogance with his own 
seam iSo 

And never suffers matter of the world 
Enter his thoughts, save such as doth 
revolve 

And ruminate himself—shall he be wor- 
shipp'd 

Of that we hold an idol more than he ? 

No, this thricc-worthy and right valiant 
lord 1S5 

Shall not so stale his palm, nobly acquir’d, 
Nor, by my will, assubjugate his merit, 

As amply titled as Achilles is. 

By going to Achilles- iSc> 

That were to enlard his fat-al ready pride. 
And add more coals to Cancer when he 
burns 

With entertaining great Hyperion. 

This lord go to him ! Jupiter forbid. 

And say in thunder * Achilles go to him ’. 

Nest. [Aside] O, this is well I He rubs the 
vein of him. 

Dio. [Aside] And how his silence drinks 
up this applause I jof* 

Ajax, If I go to him, with my armed fist 
I’ll pash him o’er the foce. 

Agam. O, no, you shall not go. 

Ajax. An ’a be proud with me I'll phecze 
his pride. 300 

Let me go to him. 
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[Act 2 

Vlyss. Not for the worth that hangs upon 
our quarrel. 

Ajax. A paltry, insolent fellow ! 

Nest. [Aside] How he describes himself! 
Ajax. Can he not be sociable ? 

Vlyss. [Aside] The raven chides black¬ 
ness. 

Ajax. I’ll let his humours blood. 

Agam. [Aside] He will be the physician 
that should be the patient. 

Ajax. An all men were a my mind— aiu 
Vlyss. [Aside) Wit would be out of 
fashion. 

Ajax. 'A should not bear it so, 'a should 
eat’s words first. Shall pride carry it ? 

Nest. [Aside] An ’twould, you’d carry 
half. 

Vlyss. [Aside] ‘A would have ten shares. 
Ajax. I will knead him, I’ll make him 
supple. 

Nest. [Aside] He’s not yet through warm. 
Force him with praises ; pour in, pour in ; 
his ambition is dry. 

Vlyss. [To Agameynnon] My lord, you feed 
too much on this dislike. 

Nest. Our noble general, do not do so. 
Dio. You must prepare to fight without 
Achilles. 

Vlyss. Why ’tis this naming of him does 
him harm. 

Here is a man—but ’tis before his face ; 

I will be silent. 

Nest. Wherefore should you so ? 
He is not emulous, as Achilles is. 

Vlyss. Know' the whole world, he is as 
valiant. 

Ajax. A whoreson dog, that shall palter 
with us thus ! Would he w’erc a Troyan! 
Nest. What a vice were it in Ajax now— 
Vlyss. If he were proud. :’3o 

Dio. Or covetous of praise. 

Vlyss. Ay, or surly borne. 

Dio. Or strange, or sclf-affcctcd. 

Vlyss. Thank the heavens, lord, thou art 
of sweet composure; 

Praise him that gat thee, she that gave thee 
suck; .35 

Fam’d be thy tutor, and thy parts of 
nature 

Thrice-fcim’d beyond, beyond all erudition; 
But he that disciplin’d thine arms to fight— 
Let Mars divide eternity in twain 
And give him half; and, for thy vigour, : 40 
Bull-bearing Milo his addition yield 
To sinewy Ajax. I will not praise thy 
wisdom. 

Which, like a bourn, a pale, a shore, con¬ 
fines 

Thy spacious and dilated parts. Here’s 
Nestor, 

Instructed by the antiquary times— 245 

He must, he is, he cannot but be wise ; 

But pardon, father Nestor, wtre your 
days 
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As green as Ajax’ and your brain so 
temper’d. 

You should not have the eminence of him, 
But be as Ajax. 

Ajax. Shall I call you father? 

Nest. Ay, my good son. 

Dio. rul’d by him, Lord Ajax. 

Vlyss. There is no tarrying here ; the 
hart Achilles - 

Keeps thicket. Please it our great genera: 
To call together all his state of war ; 

Fresh kingi are come to Trv^y. To-morrow 
We must with all our main of power stand 
fast; . 5^' 

And here’s a lord—come knights from east 
to west 

And cull their flow'cr, Ajax shall cope the 
best. 

A*>am. Go we to council. Let Achille.s 
sleep. 

Light boats sail swift, though gre^itcr hulks 
draw deep. [Exeunt. 

ACT THREE 

SeuNii 1. Trov. Priam*s palace. 

Music souiiJs ivithin. Enter Pandaiuis 
and a Servant. 

Pan. Friend, you—pray you, a word. Do 
you not follow the young Lord Paris ? 
Serr. Ay, sir, when he goes before me. 
Pan. You depend upon him, 1 mean ? 
Serp. Sir, 1 do depend upon the lord. 5 
Pan. You depend upon a notable gentle¬ 
man ; I must needs praise him. 

Serp. The lord be praised ! 

Pan. You know me, do you not ? 

Serp. Faith, sir, superficially, t(. 

Pan. Friend, know me better : I am the 
Lord Pandarus. 

Serp. 1 hope I shall know your honour 
better. 

Pan. I do desire it. 

Serp. You are in the state of grace. i \ 
Pan. Grace ! Not so, friend ; honour and 
lordship are my titles. What music is this ? 

Serp. 1 do but partly know, sir; it is 
music in parts. 

Pan. Know you the musicians ? 

Serp. Wholly, sir. 

Pan. Who play they to ? 2 

vSer*/. To the hearers, sir. 

Pan. At whose pleasure, friend ? 

Serp. At mine, sir, and theirs that love 
m isic. 

Pan. Command, I mean, friend. 

Serv. Who shall 1 command, sir ? 25 

Pan. Friend, we understand not one 
an3ther: I am too courtly, and thou art 
too cunning. At whose request do these 
men play ? 

Serp. That’s to’t, indeed, sir. Marry, sir, 
at the request of Paris my lord, who is 


there in person; with him the mortal 
Venus, the heart-blood of beauty, love's 
invisible soul— 3-' 

Pan. Who, my cousin, Cressida ? 

Serp. No, sir, Helen. Could not you find 
out that by her attributes ? 35 

Pan. It should seem, fellow, that thou 
lust not seen the Lady Cressida. I come 
to speak with Paris from the Prince Troilus; 
I will make a complimental assault upon 
him, for my business seethes. 30 

Serv. Sodden business I There’s a stew’d 
phrase indeed ! 

Enter Paris and Helen, attended. 

Pan. Fair be to you, my lord, and to all 
tfiis fair company ! Fair desires, in all fair 
measure, fairly guide them—t^specially to 
you, fair queen ! Fair thoughts be your fair 
pillow. 44 

Helen. Dear lord, you are full of fair 
words. 

Pan. You speak your fair pleasure, sweet 
queen. Fair prince, here is good broken 
music. 47 

Par. You have broke it, cousin ; and by 
my life, you shall make it whole again ; you 
shall piece it out with a piece of your 
performance. 

Helen. He is full of harmony. 50 

Pan. Truly, lady, no. 

Helen. O, sir— 

Pan. Rude, in sooth ; in good sooth, very 
riule. 

Par. Well said, my lord. Well, you say so 
in fits. 

Pan. 1 have business to my lord, dear 
queen. My lord, will you vouchsafe me a 
word ? 36 

Helen. Nay, this shall not hedge us out. 
We’ll hear you sing, certainly. 

Pan. Well, sweet queen, you are pleasant 
with me. But, marry, thus, my lord : my 
dear lord and most esteemed friend, your 
brother Troilus— 61 

Helen. My Lord Pandarus, honey-sweet 
lord — 

Pan. Go to, sweet queen, go to—com¬ 
mends himself most afiectionatcly to you— 
Helen. You shall not bob us out of our 
melody. If you do, our melancholy upon 
your head ! u6 

Pan. Sweet queen, sweet queen ; that's 
a swejt queen, i’ faith. 

hlelen. And to make a sweet lady sad is a 
sour offence. 

Pan. Nay, that shall not serve your turn ; 
that shall it not, in truth, la. Nay, I care 
not for such words ; no, no.— And, my lord, 
he desires you that, if the King call for him 
at supper, you will make his excuse. 

Helen. My Lord Pandarus ! 74 

Pan. What says my sweet queen, my very 
very sweet queen ? 
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Par, Wii.it exploit’s in hand ? Where 
sup? he to-night ? 

H^ien. Nay, but, my lord— 

Pan, What says my sweet queen ?—My 
cousin will fall out with you. 

Helen, You must not know where he 
sups, 

Par. I’ll lay my life, with my disposer 
Cressida. 

Pan. No, no, no such matter; you are 
wide. Come, your disposer is sick. 

Par, Well, I’ll make’s excuse. 

Pan. Ay, good my lord. Why should you 
say Cressida ? No, your poor disposer’s 
sick. 

Par. 1 spy 

Pan. You spy ! What do you spy ?— 
Come, give me an instrument. Now, sweet 
queen. 

Helen. Why, this is kindly done. 

Pan. My niece is horribly in love with a 
thin? you have, sweet queen. 

IHhn. She sh all have it, my lord, if it be 
not my Lord Paris. >4 

Pan, lie I No, she’ll none of him ; they 
two are twain. 

Helen. Falling in, after falling out, may 
make them three. 

Pan, Come, come. I’ll hear no more of 
this ; I’ll sing you a song now. 

Helen. Ay, ay, prithee now. By my 
troth, sweet lord,thou hast a fine forehead. 

Pan, Ay, you may, you may. 

Helen. Let thy song be love. This love 
will undo us all. O Cupid. Cupid, Cupid ! 

P.tu. Love ! Ay, that it shall, i'faith. 105 

Par. Ay, good now, love, love, nothing 
but love. 

Pan, In good troth, it begins so. [Sings] 

Love, love, nothing but love, still love, still 
more! 

For, oh, love’s bow 
Shoots buck and doe ; 

The shaft confounds 
Not that it wounds, 

But tickles still the sore. 

These lovers cry, O ho, they die! 

Yet that which seems the wound to kill 
Doth turn O ho ! to ha ! ha ! he ! 

So dying love liv^es still. 

O ho ! a while, but ha ! ha ! ha I 
O ho ! groans out for ha 1 ha ! ha !—hey ho \ 

Helen, In love, 1 ’ faith, to the very tip 
of the nose. 

Par, He eats nothing but doves, love; 
and that breeds hot blood, and hot blood 
begets hot thoughts, and hot thoughts 
beget hot deeds, and hot deeds is love. 1 4 

Pan. Is this the generation of love : hot 
blood, hot thoughts, and hot deeds ? Why, 
they are vipers. Is love a generation of 
vipers ? Sweet lord, w'ho’s a-field today ? 

Par, Hector, Deiphobus, Helenus^ An- 
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tenor, and all the gallantry of Troy. I 
would fain have arm'd to-day, but my Nell 
would not have it so. How chance my 
brother Troilus went not ? 131 

Helen. He hangs the lip at something. 
You know all. Lord Pandarus. 

Pan. Not I, honey-sweet queen. I long 
to hear how they sped to-day. You’ll 
remember your brother’s excuse ? i3'> 

Par, To a hair. 

Pan. F'arewell, sweet queen. 

Helen, Commend me to your niece. t3> 
Pan, 1 will, sweet queen. [Ext/. 

[Sound a retreat. 
Par. They’re come from the field. Let us 
to Priam’s hall 

To greet the warriors. Sweet Helen, 1 must 
woo you 

To help unarm our Hector. His stubborn 
buckles, 

With these your white enchanting fingers 
touch'd, 

Shall more obey than to the edge of steel 1 »5 
Or force of Greekish sinews ; you shall do 
more 

Ihan all the island kings—disarm great 
Hector. 

Helen, ’Twill make us proud to be his 
servant, Paris ; 

Yea, what he shall receive of us in duty 
Gives us more palm in beauty than we 
have, 150 

Yea, overshincs ourself. 

Par, Sweet, above thought I love thee, 

[Exeunt. 

ScKNE 11 . Troy, Pandarus* orchard. 
Enter Pandarus and Troilus* Boy, meeting. 

Pan. How now ! Where’s thy master ? 
At my cousin Cressida’s ? 

Boy. No, sir ; he stays for you to conduct 
him thither. 

Enter Troilus. 

Pan. O, here he comes. How now, how 
now! 5 

Tro. Sirrah, walk off. (Exit Boy. 

Pan. Have you seen my cousin ? 

Tro. No, Pandarus. I stalk about her 
door 

Like a strange soul upon the Stygian banks 
Staying for waftage. O, be thou my 

Charon, 10 

And give me swift transportance to these 
fields 

Where 1 may wallow in the lily beds 
Propos'd for the deserver I O gentle 

Pandar, 

From Cupid’s shoulder pluck his painted 
wings, 

And fly with me to Cressid ! 15 

Pan, Walk here i’ th’ orchard, I’ll bring 
her straight. [Exif. 
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Tro, 1 am giddy ; expectation whirls me 
round. 

Th* imaginary relish is so sweet 
That it enchants my sense; what will 
it be 

When that the watTy palate tastes indeed 
Love’s thrice-repured nectar ? Death, 1 
fear me ; 2j 

Swooning destruction ; or some joy too 
fine, 

Too subtle-potent, tun’d too sharp in 
sweetness, 

For the capacity of my ruder powers. 

I fear it mii. h ; and T do fear besides "5 
That I shall lose distinction in mv joys; 
As doth a battle, when they charge on 
heaps 

The enemy flying. 

Kc-enfer Pandarus. 

Pan, She’s making her ready, she’ll come 
straight ; you must be witty now. She 
does so blush, and fetches her wind so 
short, as if she w'ere fray’d with a sprite. 
I’ll fetch her. It is the prettiest villain; 
she fetches her breath as short as a new- 
ta’en sparrow. [lixit, 

Tro. Even such a passion doth embrace 
my bosom. 

My heart beats thicker than a feverous 
pulse, 

And all my powers do their bestowing lose, 
Like vassalage at unawares encount’ring 
The eye of majesty. 

Re-enter Pandarus with Cressida. 

Pan, Come, come, what need you blush ? 
Shame’s a baby.—Here she is now ; swear 
the oaths now to her that you have sworn 
to me.—What, are you gone again ? You 
must be watch’d ere you be made tame, 
must you ? Come your ways, come your 
ways ; an you draw backward, we’ll put 
you i’ th’ fills.—Why do you not speak to 
her ?—Come, draw this curtain and let’s 
see your picture. Alas the day, how Uxdh 
you are to offend daylight! An ’twere 
dark, you’d close sooner. So, so ; rub on, 
and kiss the mistrCsSS, How now, a kiss in 
fee-farm ! Build there, carpenter ; the air 
is sweet. Nay, you shall fight your hearts 
out ere I part you. The falcon as the tercel, 
for all the ducks i’ th' river. Go to, go to. s - 
Tro. You have bereft me of all words, 
lady. 

Pan. Words pay no debts, give her deeds; 
but she’ll bereave you o' th’ deeds too, if 
she call your activity in question. What, 
billing again ? Here’s ’ In witness whereof 
the parties interchangeably’. Come in, come 
in ; I’ll go get a fire. [Exh. 

Cres. Will you walk in, my lord ? y) 
Tro. O Cressid, how often have I wish'd 
me thus! 


Cre.s. Wish’d, my lord ! Ihe gods grant— 
O my lord! 

Tro. What should they grant ? What 
makes this pretty abruption ? What too 
curious dreg espies my sweet lady in the 
fountain of our love ? »-4 

Cres. More dregs than water, if my fears 
have eyes. 

Tro. Fears make devils of cherubins; 
they never sec truly. 

Ores. Blind fear, that seeing reason leads, 
finds safer footing than blind reason 
stumbling without fear. To fear the worst 
oft cures the worse. 70 

Tro. O, let my lady apprehend no fear! 
In all Cupid’s pageant there is presented no 
monster. 

Ores. Nor nothing monstrous neither ? 
Tro. Nothing, hut our undertakings when 
we vow to weep seas, live in fire, eat rocks, 
tame tigers ; thinking it harder for our 
mistress to devise imposition enough than 
for us to undergo any difiiciilty imposed. 
This is the monstruosity in love, lady, that 
the will is infinite, and the execution con¬ 
fin'd ; that the desire is boundless, and the 
act a slave to limit. « » 

Cres. They say all lovers swear more per¬ 
formance than they are able, and yet 
reserve an ability that they never perform ; 
vowing more than the perfection of ten, 
and discharging less than the tenth part of 
one. They that have the voice of lions 
and the act of hares, are they not mon¬ 
sters 7 so 

Tro. Are there such ? Such are not we. 
Praise us as we arc tasted, allow us as we 
prove ; our head shall go hare till merit 
crown it. No perfection in reversion shall 
have a praise in present. We will not name 
desert before his birth ; and, being born, 
his addition shall be humble. Few words 
to fair faith ; Troilus shall be such to 
Cressid as what envy can say worst shall 
be a mock for his truth; and what truth 
can speak truest not truer than Troilus. 95 
Cres. Will you walk in, my lord ? 

Re-enter Pandarus. 

Pan. What, blushing still ? Have you 
not done talking yet ? 

Cres. Well, uncle, what folly I commit, I 
dedicate to you. ho 

Pan. I thank you for that; if my lord 
get a boy of you, you’ll give him me. Be 
true to my lord; if he flinch, chide me 
for it. 

Tro. You know now your hostages : your 
uncle’s word and my firm faith. 105 

Pan. Nay, I’ll give my word for her too : 
our kindred, though they be long ere they 
are wooed, they are constant being won; 
they are burs, 1 can tell you ; they’ll stick 
where they are thrown. 
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Crcs. Boldness comes to me now and 
bringrs me heart. no 

Prince Troiliis, I have lov’d you night and 
day 

For many weary months. 

Tro. Why was my Cressid then so hard 
to win ? 

Cres. Hard to seem won ; but I was won, 
my lord, 

With the first glance that ever—pardon 
me. i 15 

If I confess much, you will play the tyrant. 
I lave you now ; but till now not so much 
But I might master it. In faith, I lie ; 

My thoughts were like unbridled children, 
grown 

Too headstrong for their mother. See, we 
fools ! 1 '<• 

Why have I blabb’d ? Who shall be true 

to U-S, 

When we are so unsccret to ourselves ? 
But, though I lov’d you w'cll, I woo'd you 
not; 

And yet, good faith, 1 wish’d myself a 
mau. 

Or that we women had men’s privilege 
Of speaking first. Sweet, bid me hold my 
tongue, 

For in this rapture I shall surely speak 
The thing I shall repent. See, see, your 
silence, 

Cunning in dumbness, from my weakness 
draws 

My very soul of counsel. Stop my mouth. 

Tro. And shall, albeit sweet music issues 
thence. 

Pan. Pretty, i’ faith. 

Cres. My lord, I do beseech you, pardon 
me; 

’Twas not my purpose thus to beg a kiss. 

I am asham’d. O heavens! what have I 
done ? 

For this time will I take my leave, my lord. 

Tro. Your leave, sweet Cressid ! 

Pan. Leave ! An you take leave till to¬ 
morrow morning— 

Cres. Pray you, content you. 

Tro. What offends you, lady ? 140 

Cres. Sir, mine own company. 

Tro. You cannot shun yourself. 

Cres. Let me go and try. 

I have a kind of self resides with you ; 

But an unkind self, that it self will leave 
To be another’s fool. 1 would be gone. 
Where is my wit ? I know not what I speak. 

Tro. W'ell know they what they speak 
that speak so wisely. 

Cres, Perchance, my lord, I show more 
craft than love; 

And fell so roundly to a large confe.ssion iso 
To angle for your thoughts ; but you are 
wise— 

Of else you love not ,* for to be wise and 
love 


Exceeds man’s might; that dwells with 
gods above. 

Tro. O that I thought it could be in a 
woman— 

As, if it can, I will presume in you— 155 

To feed for aye her lamp and flames of love ; 
To keep her constancy in plight and youth. 
Outliving beauty’s outward, with a mind 
That doth renew swifter than blood decays! 
Or that persuasion could but thus convince 
me I f'O 

That my integrity and truth to you 
Might be affronted with the match and 
weight 

Of such a winnowed purity in love. 

How were I then uplifted I but, alas, 

1 am as true as truth’s simplicity, i<>5 
And simpler than the infancy of truth. 
Cres. In that I’ll war with you. 

Tro. O virtuous fight. 

When right with right wars who shall be 
most right! 

True swains in love shall in the world to 
come 

Approve their truth by Troilus, when their 
rhymes, 

Full of protest, of oath, and big compare. 
Want similes, truth tir’d with iteration— 
As true as steel, as plantage to the moon. 
As sun to day, as turtle to her mate, 

As iron to a Jamant, as earth to th’ centre— 
Yet, after all comparisons of truth, ir^> 
As truth’s authentic author to be cited, 

‘ As true as Troilus ’ shall crown up the 
verse 

And sanctify the numbers. 

Cres. Prophet may you be ! 

If 1 be false, or swerve a hair from truth, 
When time is old and hath forgot itself, 
When waterdrops ha% e worn the stones of 
I’roy, 

And blind oblivion swallow’d cities up. 
And mighty states characterless are grated 
To dusty nothing—yet let memory 1S5 
From false to false, among false maids in 
love, 

Upbraid my falsehood when th' liave said 
‘ As false 

As air, as water, wind, or sandy earth, 

As fox to lamb, or w'olf to heifer's calf, 
Pard to the hind, or stepdame to her son ’— 
Yea, let them say, to stick the heart of 
falsehood, nji 

‘ As false as Cressid ’. 

Pan. Go to, a bargain made ; seal it, seal 
it; I’ll be the witness. Here I hold your 
hand ; here my cousin’s. If ever you prove 
false one to another, since I have taken 
such pains to bring you together, let all 
pitiful goers-between be call’d to the 
world’s end after my name—call them all 
Panda rs ; let all constant men be Troiluses, 
all false women Cressids, and all brokers 
between Pancars. Say ‘ Amen 200 
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Tro. Amen. 

Cres. Amen. 

Pan, Amen. Whereupon I will show yoii 
a chamber and a bed ; which bed, because 
it shall not speak of your pretty encounters 
press it to death. Away ! 

And Cupid grant all tongue-tied maidens 
here, 

Bed, chamber, pander, to provide this gear I 

[Exeunt 

Scene III. The Greek camp. 

Flourish, Enter Agamemnon, Ulysses, 

Diomedes, Nestor, Ajax, Menelaus, 

and Calchas. 

Cal, Now, Princes, for the service I have 
done. 

Til’ advantage of the time prompts me 
aloud 

To call for recompense. Appear it to your 
mind 

That, through the sight I bear in things to 
come, 

I have abandon’d Troy, left my possession, 
Incurr'd a traitor’s name, expos’d myself 
From certain and possess’d conveniences 
To doubtful fortunes, sequest'ring from 
me all 

That time, acquaintance, custom, and con¬ 
dition, •) 

Made tame and most familiar to my nature; 
And here, to do you service, am become 
As new into the world, strange, un¬ 
acquainted— 

I do beseech you, as in way of taste. 

To give me now a little benefit 

Out of those many regist’rcd in promise, 

Which you say live to come in my behalf. 

Agam. What wouldst thou of us, Troyan? 
Make demand. 

Cal. You have a Troyan prisoner call'd 
Antenor, 

Yesterday took ; Troy holds him very dear. 
Oft have you—often have you thanks 
therefore— 

Desir’d my Cressid in right great exchange. 
Whom Troy hath still denied ; but this 
Antenor, 

I know, is such a wrest in their affairs 
That their negotiations all must slack -4 
Wanting his manage ; and they will almost 
Giv^e us a prince of blood, a son of Priam, 
In change of him. Let him be sent, great 
Princes, 

And he shall buy my daughter; and her 
presence 

Shall quite strike off all service I have done 
In most accepted pain. 

Agam, Let Diomedes bear him, 30 
And bring us Cressid hither. Calchas shall 
have 

What he requests of us. Good Diomed, 
Furnish you fairly for this interchange ; , 
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Withal, bring word if Hector will to¬ 
morrow 

Be answer’d in his challenge. Ajax is ready. 

Dio, This shall I undertake *, and ’tis a 
burden ” 36 

Which 1 am proud to bear. 

[Exeunt Diomedes and Calchas, 

Achilles and Patroclus stand in their 
tent. 

Vlyss. Achilles stands i’ th' entrance of 
his tent. 

Please it our general pass strangely by him, 
As if he were forgot ; and. Princes all, 10 
Lay negligent and loose regard upon him. 
1 will come last. ’Tis like he'll question me 
Why such unplausive eyes are bent, why 
turn’d on him ? 

If so, I have derision med’cinable 
To use between your strangeness and his 
pride, 45 

Which his own will shall have desire to 
drink. 

It may do good. Pride hath no other glass 
To show itself but pride ; for supple knees 
Feed arrogance and arc the proud man’s 
fees. 

Agam. We’ll execute your purpose, and 
put on 50 

A form of strangeness as we pass along. 

So do each lord ; and either greet him not, 
Or else disdainfully, which shall shake him 
more 

Than if not look’d on. I will lead the way. 

Achil. What comes the general to speak 
with me ? 55 

You know my mind. I'll fight no more 
’gainst Troy. 

Agam. What says Achilles ? Would he 
aught with us ? 

NesL Would you, my lord, aught with 
the general ? 

Achil. No. 

Nest. Nothing, my lord, 60 

Agam, The better. 

[Exeunt Agamemnon and Nestor, 

Achil. Good day, good day. 

Men. How do you ? How do you ? [Exit. 

Achil. What, does the cuckold scorn me ? 

Ajax. How now, Patroclus ? 65 

Achil. Good morrow, Ajax. 

Ajax. Ha ? 

Achil, Good morrow. 

Ajax. Ay, and good next day too. [Exit, 

Achil. What mean these fellow s ? Know^ 
they not Achilles ? 70 

Pair. They pass by strangely. They were 
us’d to bend, 

d send their smiles before them to Achilles, 
To come as humbly as they us’d to creep 
To holy altars. 

Achil, What, am I poor of late ? 

Tis certain, greatness, once fall’n out with 
fortune, 75 
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Must fall out with mea too. What the 
declin’d is. 

He shall as so an read in the eyes of others 
As feel in his own fall; for men, like 
butterflies, 

Show not their mealy wings but to the 
summer; 

And not a man for being simply man 
Hath any honour, but honour for those 
honours 

That are without him, as place, riches, and 
favour. 

Prizes of accident, as oft as merit; 

Which when they fall, as being slippery 
standers. 

The love that lean'd on them as slippery 
too, 

Doth one pluck down another, and together 
Die in the fall. But 'tis not so with me: 
Fortune and I are friends; 1 do enjoy 
At ample point all that 1 did possess 
Save these men’s looks ; who do, methinks, 
find out 

Something not worth in me such rich 
beholding 

As they have often given. Here is Ulysses. 
I’ll interrupt his reading. 

How now, Ulysses I 

U/y.s's. Now, great Thetis’ son ! 

AchiL What are you reading ? 

Vlyss. A strange fellow here 

Writes me that man—how dearly ever 
parted, v* 

How much in havmg, or without or in — 
Cannot mike boast to have that which he 
hath. 

Nor feels not what he owes, but by 
reflection ; 

As when his virtues shining upon others k' > 
Heat them, and they retort that heat again 
To the first giver. 

AchiL This is not strange, Ulysses. 
The beauty that is borne here in the face 
The bearer knows not, but commends itself 
To others’ c/es ,* nor doth the eye itself— 
That most pure spirit of sense—behold 
itself, I’'** 

Not going from itself; but eye to eye 
opposed 

Salutes each other with each other's form ; 
For speculation turns not to itself 
Till it hath travell’d, and is mirror'd there 
Where it may see itself. This is not strange 
at all. Ill 

Vlyss, I do not strain at the position— 
It is familiar—but at the author’s drift; 
Who, in his circumstance, expressly proves 
That no man is the lord of anything, ii*i 

Though in and of him there be much 
consisting. 

Till he communicate his parts to others ; 
Nor doth he of himself know them for 
aught 

Till he behold them formed in th' applause 
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Where th' are extended ; who, like an arch, 
reverb'rate 120 

The voice again ; or, like a gate of steel 
Fronting the sun, receives and renders back 
His figure and his heat. 1 was much rapt in 
this ; 

And apprehended here immediately 
Th’ unknown Ajax, Heavens, what a man 
is there I j 2*5 

A very horse that has he knows not what! 
Nature, what things there are 
Most abject in regard and dear in use ! 
What things again most dear in the esteem 
And poor in worth! Now shall we see to¬ 
morrow— 110 

An act that very chance doth throw upon 
him— 

Ajax renown’d. O heavens, what some men 
do, 

While some men leave to do ! 

How some men creep in skittish Fortune's 
hall, 

Whiles o.liers play the idiots in her eyes I »35 
How one man eats into another's pride. 
While pride u fasting in his wantonness 1 
To sec these Grecian lords!—why, even 
already 

They clap the lubber Ajax on the shoulder, 
As if his toot were on brave Hector's breast, 
And great I roy shrinking. i n 

Achil. I do believe it; for they pass'd by 
me 

As misers do by beggars—neither gave to 
me 

Good word nor look. What, are my deeds 
forgot ? 

Vlyss. Time hath, my lord, a wallet at his 
back, 145 

Wherein he puts alms for oblivion, 

A great-siz’d monster of ingratitudes. 
Those scraps are good deeds past, which are 
devour’d 

As fast as they are made, forgot as soon 
As done. Perseverance, dear my lord, 150 
Keeps honour bright. To have done is to 
hang 

Quite out of fashion, like a rusty mail 
In monumental mock’ry. Take the instant 
way; 

For honour travels in a strait so narrow 
Where one but goes abreast. Keep then the 
path, 155 

For emuiation hath a thousand sons 
That one by one pursue ; if you give way. 
Or hedge aside from the direct forthright, 
Like to an ent’red tide they all rush by 
And leave you hindmost; i(>o 

Or, like a gallant horse fall'n in first rank, 
Lie there for pavement to the abject rear, 
O’er-run and trampled on. Then what they 
do in present. 

Though less than yours in past, must 
o’ertop yours; 

For Time is like a fashionable host, 165 
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Scene 3] 

That slightly shakes his parting guest by 
th’ hand; 

And with his arms out-stretch*d, as he 
would fly, 

Grasps in the comer. The welcome ever 
smiles. 

And farewell goes out sighing. O, let not 
virtue seek 

Remuneration for the thing it was ; 170 

For beauty, wit, 

High birth, vigour of bone, desert in service. 
Love, friendship, charity, are subjects all 
To envious and calumniating Time. 

One touch of nature makes the whole world 
kin— 175 

That all with one consent praise new-born 
gawds, 

Though they are made and moulded of 
things past. 

And give to dust that is a little gilt 
More laud than gilt o'er-dusted. 179 

The present eye praises the present object. 
Then mar\'el not, thou great and complete 
man. 

That all the Greeks begin to worship Ajax. 
Sin:e things in motion sooner catch the eye 
Than what stirs not. The cry went once on 
thee. 

And still it might, and yet it may again, 

If thou wouldst not entomb thyself alive 
And case thy reputation in thy tent. 
Whose glorious deeds but in these tields of 
late 

Made emulous missions ’mongst the gods 
them^eUcs, 

And drave great Mars to faction. 

AchH. Of this my privacy 190 

I have strong reasons. 

Vlyss. But 'gainst your privacy 

The reasons are more potent and heroical. 
'Tis known, Achilles, that you are in lo%'e 
With one of Priam’s daughters. 

Achil. Ha 1 known ! 

Vlyss. Is that a wonder ? los 

The providence that's in a watchful state 
Knows almost every grain of Plutus’ gold ; 
Finds bottom in th’ uncomprehensive 
deeps ; 

Keeps place with thought, and almost, like 
the gods, 

Do thoughts unveil in their dumb cradles. 
There is a mystery—with whom relation 
Durst never meddle—in the soul of state. 
Which hath an operation more divine 
Than breath or pen can give expressiire to. 
All the commerce that you have had with 
Troy -V 5 

As perfectly is ours as yours, my lord ; 
And better would it fit Achilles much 
To throw down Hector than Polyxena. 

But it must grieve young Pyrrhus now at 
home, 

When fame shall in our island, sound her 
trump, 210 


And all the Greekish girls shall tripping 
sing 

* Great Hector’s sister did Achilles win ; 
But our great Ajax bravely beat down 
him ’. 

Farewell, my lord. I as your lover speak. 
The fool slides o’er the ice that you should 
break. [Exit. 

Pair, To this effect, Achilles, have 1 
mov’d you. 

A woman impudent and mannish grown 
Is not more loath'd than an effeminate 
man 

In time of action. I stand condemn'd for 
this ; 

They think my little stomach to the war 220 
And your great love to me restrains you 
thus. 

Sweet, rouse yourself; and the weak 
wanton Cupid 

Shall from your neck unloose his amorous 
fold. 

And, like a dew-drop from the lion’s mane, 
Be shook to airy air. 

AchiU Shall Ajax fight with Hector ? 
Pair. Ay, and perhaps receive much 
honour by him. 226 

AchiL I see my reputation is at stake; 
My fame is shrewdly gor'd. 

Pair. O, then, beware : 

Those wounds heal ill that men do give 
themselves ; 

Omission to do what is necessary x.v 

Seals a commission to a blank of danger ; 
And danger, like an ague, subtly taints 
Even then when they sit idly in the sun. 
Achil. Go call Thersites hither, sweet 
Patroclus. 

ril send the fool to Ajax, and desire him 235 
T’ invite the Troyan lords, after the 
combat. 

To see us here unarm’d. I have a woman's 
longing, 

.An appetite that 1 am sick withal, 23S 
To see great Hector in his w eeds of peace ; 
To talk with him, and to behold liis visage, 
Even to my full of view. 

Enter Thersites. 

A labour sav’d ! 

T/icr. A wonder! 

Achil. What ? 

Ther. Ajax goes up and down the field 
asking for himself. 235 

Achil. How so ? 

Ther. He must light singly to-morrow 
with Hector, and is so prophetically proud 
of an heroical cudgelling that he raves in 
saying nothing. 

Achil. How can that be ? 250 

Titer. Why, 'a stalks up and down like a 
peacock—a stride and a stand ; ruminates 
like an hostess that hath no arithmetic but 
her brain to set down her reckoning, bites 
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his lip with a politic regard, as w^ho should 
say ‘There were wit in this head, an ‘twould 
out ’; and so there is ; but it lies as coldly 
in him as fire in a flint, which will not show 
without knocking. The man’s undone for 
ever; for if Hector break not his neck i 
th’ combat, he’ll break’t himself in vain¬ 
glory. He knows not me. 1 said ‘ Good 
morrow, Ajax ’; and he replies ‘ Thanks, 
Agamemnon ’. What think you of this man 
that takes me for the general ? He’s grown 
a very land fish, languageless, a monster 
A plague of opinion ! A man may wear it 
on both sides, like a leather jerkin. 

Achil. Thou must be my ambassador to 
him, Thersites. 

Ther. Who, 1 ? Why, he’ll answer no¬ 
body ; he professes not answering. Speak¬ 
ing is for beggars : he wears his tongue in’s 
arms. I will put on his presence. Let 
Patroclus make his demands to me, you 
shall see the pageant of Ajax. 

Achil. To h«m, Patroclus. Tell him 1 
humbly desire the valiant Ajax to invite 
the most valorous Hector to come unarm’d 
to my tent: and to procure safe conduct 
for his person of the magnanimous and 
most illustrious six-or-seven-times-honour’d 
Captain General of the Grecian army, 
et cetera, Agamemnon. Do this. -rr- 
Pair. Jove bless great Ajax ! 

Ther. liiim I 

Pair. I come from the worthy Achilles— 
Ther. Ha ! . 

Pair. Who most humbly desires you to 
invite Hector to his tent— 

Ther. Hum ! 

Patr. And to procure safe conduct from 
Agamemnon, 

Ther. Agamemnon ! 

Patr. Ay, my lord. 2H5 

Ther. Ha 1 

Pair. What say you to’t ^ 

Ther. God buy you, with all my heart. 
Patr. Your answer, sir, 

Ther. If to-morrow be a fair day, by 
eleven of the clock it will go one way or 
other. Howsoever, he shall pay for me ere 
he has me. 

Patr. Your answer, sir, 

Ther. Fare ye well, with all my heart. 
Achil. Why, but he is not in this tune, 
is he ? 

Ther. No, but he's out a tune thus. 
What music will be in him when Hector has 
knock'd out his brains I know not; but, 1 
am sure, none; unless the fiddler Apollo 
get his sinews to make catlings on. 

Achil. Come, thou shalt bear a letter to 
him straight. 

Ther. Let me carry another io his horse; 
for that's the more capable creature. 

Achil. My mind is troubled, like a 
fountain stirr'd ; 


[Act 4 

And I myself see not the bottom of it. 30* 
[Exeunt Achilles and Patroclus. 
Ther. Would the fountain of your mind 
were clear again, that I might water an ass 
at it. I had rather be a tick in a sheep 
than such a valiant ignorance. lExfi. 

ACT FOUR 
ScENii 1. Troy. A street. 

Enter, at one side, ;?.Ineas, and Servant with 
a torch ; at another, Paris, DEiPHoniis, 
Anthnor, I)io.mhde:s the Grecian, and 
Others, with torches. 

Par. See, ho ! Who is that there ? 

Dei. It is the Lord /tineas. 

/Erie. Is the Prince there in person ? 
Had 1 so good occasion to lie long 
As you, Prince Paris, nothing but heavenly 
business 5 

Should rob my bed-mate of my company. 
Dio. I'hat's my mind too. Good morrow, 
Lord /Facas. 

Par. A valiant Greek, /Fneas—take his 
hand : 

Witness the process of your speech, wherein 
You told how Diomecl, a whole week by 
days, 10 

Did haunt you in the field. 

JEne. Health to you, valiant sir, 

During all question of the gentle truce ; 
But when 1 meet you arm'd, as black 
defiance 

As heart can think or courage execute. 15 
Dio. The one and other Diomed em¬ 
braces. 

Our bloods are now in calm ; and so long 
health ! 

But when contention and occasion meet, 
By Jove, I'll play the hunter for thy life 
With all my force, pursuit, and policy, o 
Mne. And thou shalt hunt a lion, that 
will fly 

With his face backward. In humane 
gentleness, 

Welcome to Troy ! now, by Anchises' life, 
Welcome indeed ! By Venus’ hand I swear 
No man alive can love in such a sort 
The thing he means to kill, more excellently. 
Dio. We sympathise. Jove let iEneas 
live, 

If to my sword his fate be not the glory, 
A thousand complete courses of the sun! 
But in mine emulous honour let him die 30 
With every joint a wound, and that to¬ 
morrow ! 

JEne. We know each other well. 

Dio. Wc do; and long to know each 
other worse. 

Par. This is the most despitefuLst gentle 
greeting, 

The noblest hateful love, that e’er 1 heard 

ot 35 
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Scene 1] 

What business, lord, so early ? 

Mne, 1 was sent for to the King; but 
why, I know not. 

Par. His purpose meets you : *twas to 
bring this Greek 3'^ 

To Calchas’ house, and there to render him, 
For the enfreed Anterior, the fair Cressid. 
Let's have your company; or, if you please. 
Haste there before us. I constantly 
believe— 

Or rather call my thought a certain know¬ 
ledge— 

My brother Troilus lodges there to-niglit. 
Rouse him and give liim note of our 
approach, 

With the whole quality wherefore ; I fear 
We shall be much unwelcome. 

ALne» That I assure you : 

Troilus had rather Troy were borne to 
Greece 

Than Cressid borne from Troy. 

Par. There is no help ; 

The bitter disposition of the time 
Will have it so. On, lord ; we’ll follow you. 

JEne, Good morrow, all. 

(£.\'d with sn'mnt. 

Par. And tell me, noble Diomed—faith, 
tell me true, 

Even in the soul of sound good-fellowship— 
Who in your thoughts deserves fair Helen 
best, ^>5 

Myself or Meiiclaus ? 

Dio. Both alike : 

He merits well to have her that doth seek 
her, 

Not milking any scruple of her soilure, 
With such a hell of pain and world of 
charge ; 

And you as well to keep her that defend 
her, (><• 

Not palating the taste of her dishonour, 
With such a costly loss of wealth and 
friends. 

He like a puling cuckold would drink up 
The lees and dregs of a flat tamed piece ; 
You, like a lecher, out of whorish loins 
Are pleas'd to breed out your inheritors. 
Both merits pois’d, each weighs nor less 
nor more ; 

But he as he, the heavier for a whore. 

Par. You arc too bitter to your country¬ 
woman. 

Dio. She’s bitter to her country. Hear 
me, Paris : 70 

For every false drop in her bawdy veins 
A Grecian's life hath sunk; for every 
scruple 

Of her contaminated carrion weight 
A Troyan hath been slain; since she could 
speak, 

She hath not given so many good words 
breath 75 

As for her Greeks and Troyans suff'red , 
death. i 


Par. F'air Diomed, you do as chapmen do. 
Dispraise the thing that you desire to buy ; 
But we in silence hold this virtue well: 79 
We'll not commend what we intend to sell. 
Here lies our way. [Fxeunt. 

Scene II. Troy. The court of Patidarm* 
house. 

Enter Troilus and Cressida. 

Tro. Dear, trouble not yourself; the 
morn is cold. 

Cres. Then, sweet my lord, I’ll call mine 
uncle down ; 

He shall unbolt the gates. 

Tro. Trouble him not; 

To bed, to bed ! Sleep kill those pietty 
eyes. 

And give a > soft attachment to thy senses 5 
As infants' empty of all thought! 

Cres. Good morrow, then. 

Tro. I prithee now, to bed. 

Cres. Arc you aweary of me ? 

Tro. O Cressida ! but that the busy day, 
\V^nk’d by the lark, hath rous’d the ribald 
crows. 

And dreaming night will hide our joys no 
longer, 10 

1 would not from thee. 

Oes. Night hath been too brief. 

Tro. Be^hr.nv the witch ! with venomous 
wights she stays 

As tediously as hell, but flies the grasps of 
love 

With wings more momentary-swift than 
thought. 

You will catch cold, and curse me. 

Cres. Prithee tarry. 15 

You men will never tarry. 

O foolish Cressid ! I might have still held 
oft’, 

And then you would have tarried. Hark ! 
there's one up. 

Pan. IWiftiiul What’s all the doors open 
here ? 

Tro. It is your uncle. so 

Enter Panparus. 

Cres. A pestilence on him! Now will he 
be mocking. 

I shall have such a life ! 

Pan, How^ now, how now ! How go 
maidenheads ? Here, you maid ! Where’s 
my cousin Cressid ? 

Cres. Go hang yourself, you naughty 
mocking uncle. 15 

You bring me to do, and then you flout me 
too. 

Pan. To do what ? to do what ? Let her 
say what. What have I brought you to do ? 
Cres. Come, come, beshrew your heart! 
You’ll ne'er be good, 

Nor suflfer others. 30 

Pan. Ha. ha ! Alas, poor wretch ! a poor 
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capocchia! hast not slept to-ni2:ht ? Would 
he not, a nauj;hty man, let it sleep ? A 
bugbear take him ! 

Crcs. Did not 1 tell you ? Would he were 
knock’d i’ th’ head ! [One knocks. 
Who’s that at door ? Good uncle, go and 
see. 35 

My lord, come you again into my chamber. 
You smile and mock me, as if 1 meant 
naughtily. 

Tro. Ha ! na ! 

Ores. Come, you are deceiv’d, I think of 

no such thing. [Knock. 

How' earnestly they knock! Pray you 

come in : 

I would not for half Troy have you seen 
here. [Exeani Troilus and Cressida. 
Pan. Who’s there ? What’s the matter ? 
Will you beat down the door ? How now ? 
What’s the matter ? 

Enter ALveas. 

Mne. Good morrow, lord, good morrow. 
Pan, Who’s there ? My lord AEneas ? By 
my troth, 15 

I knew you not. What news with you so 
early ? 

JEne. Is not Prince Troilus here ? 

Pan. Here ! What should he do here ? 
Mne. Come, he is here, my lord ; do not 
deny him. t, 

It doth import him much to speak with me. 

Pan. Is he here, say you ? It’s more than 
1 know. I’ll be sworn. For my own part, 
I came in late. What should he do here ? 

JEne. Who !—nay, then. Come, come, 
you’ll do him wrong ere you are ware; 
you'll be so true to him to be false to him. 
Do not you know of him, but yet go fetch 
him hither; go. 57 

Re-enter Troilus. 

Tro. How now ! What’s the matter ? 
jEne. My lord, I scarce have leisure to 
salute you, 

My matter is so rash. There is at hand 
Paris your brother, and Deiphobus, 

The Grecian Diomed, and our Antenor 
Deliver’d to us ; and for him forthwith. 
Ere the first sacrifice, within this hour, 

We must give up to Diomedes’ hand 05: 

The Lady Cressida. j 

Tro. Is it so concluded ? 

JEne. By Priam, and the general state of 
Troy. 

They are at hand and ready to effect it. 

Tro. How my achievements mock me ! 

I will go meet them ; and, my lord AZneas,! 
We met by chance; you did not find me ■ 
here. 71 

Mne. Good, good, my lord, the secrets of 
neighbour Pandar 
Have not more gift in taciturnity. 

[Exeunt Troilus and ^neas ,' 
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Pan. Is’t possible ? No sooner got but 
lost ? The devil take Antenor 1 The young 
prince will go mad. A plague upon Antenor! 
1 would they had broke’s neck. 70 

Re-enter Cressida. 

Cres. How now J What’s the matter ? 
Who was here ? 

Pan. Ah, ah ! 

Cres. Why sigh you so profoundly ? 
Where’s my lord ? Gone ? Tell me, sweet 
uncle, what’s the matter ? ho 

Pan. Would I were as deep under the 
earth as I am above! 

Cres. O the gods ! What’s the matter ? 
Pan. Pray thee, get thee in. Would thou 
hadst ne’er been born! I knew thou 
wouldst be his death ! O, poor gentleman ! 
A plague upon Antenor ! sb 

Cres. Good uncle, I beseech you, on my 
knees 1 beseech you, what's the matter ? 

Pan. Thou must be gone, wench, thou 
must be gone; thou art chang’d for 
Antenor ; thou must to thy father, and be 
gone from Troilus. ’Twill be his death ; 
’twill be his bane ; he cannot bear it. w: 
Cres. O you immortal gods 1 I will not 
go. 

Pan. Thou must. 

Cres. 1 will not, uncle. 1 have forgot my 
father; (,5 

I know no touch of consanguinity. 

No kin, no love, no blood, no soul so near 
me 

As the sweet Troilus. O you gods divine, 
Make Cressid’s name the very crown of 
falsehood, 

If ever she leave Troilus ! Time, force, and 
death, 100 

Do to this body what extremes you can, 
But the strong base and Luildirg cf n.y Icvc 
Is as the very centre of the earth, 

Drawing all things to it. I’ll go in and 
weep — 

Pan. Do, do. 105 

Cres. Tear my bright hair, and scratch 
my praised checks, 

Crack my clear voice with sobs and break 
my heart. 

With sounding * Troilus ’. 1 will not go from 
Troy, [Exeunt, 

Scene III. Troy. A street before Pandarus* 
house. 

Enter Paris, Troilus, AIneas, Deiphobus, 
Antenor, and Diomedes. 

Par. It is great morning; and the hour 
prefix’d 

For her delivery to this valiant Greek 
Comes fast upon. Good my brother 

Troilus, 

Tell you the lady what she Is to do, 4 

And haste her to the purpose. 
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Scene 3] 

Tro. Walk into her house, 

ril bring her to the Grecian presently ; 
And to his hand when 1 deliver her, 

Think it an altar, and thy brother Troilus 
A priest, there offering to it his own heart 

[Exit. 

Par. I know what 'tis to love, j* 

And would, as I shall pity, I could help! 
Please you walk in, my lords, [Exeunt 

Scene IV. Troy. Pandarus* house. 
Enter Pandarus and Cressida. 

Pan. Be moderate, be moderate. 

Cres. Why tell you me of moderation ? 
The grief is fine, full, perfect, that I taste. 
And violenteth in a sense as strong 
As that which ciuiseth it. How can 1 
moderate it ? 

If I could temporize with my affections 
Or brew it to a weak and colder palate. 
The like allayment could I give my grief. 
My Un e admits no qualifying dross; 

No more my grief, in such a precious loss. 

Enter Tkotlus. 

Pan. Here, here, here he comes. Ah, 
sweet ducks ! 

Cres. O Troilus I Troilus I 

[Emhraciug him. 
Pan, What a pair of spectacles is here! 
Let me embrace too. ‘ O heart,’ as the 
goodly saying is, 

O heart, heavy heart, is 

Why sigh’st thou without breaking ? 
where he answers again 
Because thou canst not ease thy smart 
By friendship nor by speaking. 
There was never a truer rhyme. Let us cast 
away nothing, for we may live to have net*d 
of such a verse. We .see it, we see it. How- 
now, lambs I 

Tro, Cressid, I love thee in so strain’d a 
purity 

That the bless’d gods, as angry with my 
fancy, 

More bright in zeal than the devotion 
which .15 

Cold lips blow to their deities, take thee 
from me. 

Cres. Have the gods envy ? 

Pan. Ay, ay, ay, ay ; 'tis too plain a case. 
Cres. And is it true that 1 must go from 
Troy ? 

Tro. A hateful truth. 

Cres. What, and from Troilus too ? 
Tro. From Troy and Troilus. 

Cres. Is’t possible ? 

Tro. And suddenly; where injury of 
chance 

Puts back leave-taking, justles roughly by 
All time of pause, rudely beguiles our Ups 
Of all rejoindure, forcibly prevents 35 


Our lock’d embrasures, strangles our dear 
vows 

Even in the birth of our own labouring 
breath. 

We two, that with so many thousand sighs 
Did buy each other, must poorly sell 
ourselves 39 

With the rude brevity and discharge of one. 
Injurious time now with a robber’s baste 
Crams his rich thievery up, he knows not 
how. 

As many farewells as be stars in heaven. 
With distinct breath and consign’d kisses 
to them. 

He fumbles up into a loose adieu, 45 
And scants us with a single famish’d kiss, 
Distasted with the salt of broken tears. 

jEyic. [W ithin] My lord, is the lady ready? 

Tro. Hark ! you are call’d. Some say the 
Genius so 

Cries ‘ Come ’ to him that instantly must 
die. 5^' 

Bid them have patience ; she shall come 
anon. 

Pan. Where are my tears ? Rain, to lay 
this wind, or my heart will be blown up by 
til’ root ? [Exit. 

Cres. 1 must then to the Grecians ? 

Tro. No remedy. 

Cres. A woeful Cressid ’mongst the merry 
Creeks! 55 

When shall we see again ? 

Tro. Hear me, my love. Be thou but true 
of heart— 

Cres. I true I liow now ! W'hat wicked 
deem is this ? 

Tro. Nay, we must use expostulation 
kindly. 

For it is parting from us. 00 

I speak not ‘ Be thou true ’ as fearing thee. 
For I will throw my glove to Death himself 
'fhat there’s no maculation in thy heart; 
But ‘ Be thou true ' say I to fashion in 
My sequent protestation : be thou true, ^>5 
And 1 will see thee. 

Cres. O, you shall be expos’d, my lord, to 
dangers 

As infinite as imminent! But I’ll be true. 

Tro. And I’ll grow friend with danger. 
WT‘ar this sleeve. 

Cres. And you this glove. When shall I 
see you ? 70 

Tro. 1 will corrupt the Grecian sentinels 
To give thee nightly visitation. 

But yet be true. 

Cres. O heavens ! * Be true ’ again ! 

Tro. Hear why 1 speak it, love. 

The Grecian youths are full of quality ; 7;> 
They’re loving, well compos’d with gifts of 
nature, 

And flowing o’er with arts and exercise. 
How novelties may move, and parts with 
person, 

Alas, a kind of godly jealousy. 
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Which I beseech you call a virtuous sin. 
Makes me afeard. 

Cres. O heavens ! you love me not. 
Tro. Die 1 a villain, then ! 

In this I do not call your faith in question 
So mainly as my merit. I cannot sing, 8 j 
Nor hid the high lavolt, nor sweeten talk, 
Nor play at subtle games—fair virtues all. 
To which the Grecians are most prompt and 
pregnant; 

But I can tell that in each grace of these 
There lurks a still and dumb-discoursive 
devil 

That tempts most cunningly. But be not 
tempted. 

Cres. Do you think 1 will ? 

Tro. No. 

But something may be done that we wall 
not; 

And sometimes we are devils to ourselves, 
When we will tempt the frailty of our 
pv)wers, os 

Presuming on their changeful potency. 
Myie. IWif/iiul Nay, good my lord ! 

Tro. Come, kiss ; and let us part. 

Par. [Within] Brother Troilus I 
Tro, Good brother, come you hither ; 
And bring ^Eneas and the Grecian with you. 
Cres. My lord, will you be true ? i"' 

Tro. Who, I ? Alas, it is my vice, my 
fault! 

Whiles others fish with craft for great 
opinion, 

I with great truth catch mere simplicity; 
Whilst some with cunning gild their copper 
crowns, 

With truth and plainness I do wear mine 
bare. i*'- 

Entdr JEseas, Parts, Antenor, Dei- 
PHOBUs, and Diomedes. 

Fear not my truth : the moral of my wit 
Is * plain and true ' ; there’s all the reach 
of it. 

Welcome, Sir Diomed ! Here is the lady 
Which for Antenor we deliver you ; hxj 
A t the port, lord. I’ll give her to thy hand. 
And by the way possess thee what she is. 
Entreat her fair ; and, by my soul, fair 
Greek, 

If e’er thou stand at mercy of my sword. 
Name Cressid, and thy life shall be as safe 
As Priam is in llion. 

Dio. Fair Lady Cressid, ns 

So please you, save the thanks this prince 
expects. 

The lustre in your eye, heaven in your 
cheek, 

Pleads your fair usage ; and to Diomed 
You shall be mistress, and command him 
wholly. 

Tro. Grecian, thou dost not use me 
courteously 

To shame the zeal of my petition to thee 
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[Act 4 

In praising her. I tell lliee, lord of Greece, 
She is as far high-soaring o’er thy praises 
As thou unworthy to be call'd her servant. 
I charge thee use her well, even for my 
charge; 1-5 

For, by the dreadful Pluto, if thou dost not. 
Though the great bulk Achilles be thy 
guard. 

I’ll cut thy throat. 

Dio. O, be not mov'd. Prince Troilus. 
Let me be privileg’d by my place and 
message 

To be a speaker free : when I am hence j .? * 
ril answer to my lust. And know you, lord, 
ril nothing do on charge : to her own 
w'orth 

She shall be priz’d. But that you say 
* Be’t so ', 

I speak it in my spirit and honour, ' No ’. 
Tro. Come, to the port. I’ll tell thee, 
Diomed, 

This brave shall oft make thee to hide thy 
head. 

Lady, give me your hand ; and, as we walk, 
To our own selves bend we our needful talk. 
[Hxeiiul Troilus, Cressida, and Diomedes. 

[Sound trumpet. 
Par. Hark ! Hector’s trumpet. 

Aine. How' have w'c spent this morning ! 
The Prince must think me tardy and remiss, 
That swore to ride before him to the ficla. 
Par. 'Tis Troilus’ fault. Come, come to 
field with him. 

Dei. Let us make ready straight. 

.Ene. Yea, with a bridegroom’s fresh 
alacrity 

Let us address ito tend on Hector’s heels. i ir- 
The glory of our Troy doth this day lie 
Oil his fair worth and single chivalry. 

lExeinii. 

Scene V. The Grecian Camp. Lists set out. 

Enter Aj\x, armed ; Ac^amemnon, Achil- 
LES, Patroceus, Menexaus, Ulysses, 
Ne:stor, and Othe s. 

Agam. Here art thou in appointment 
fresh and fair. 

Anticipating time with starting courage. 
Give with thy trumpet a loud note to Iroy, 
Thou dreadful Ajax, tliat the appalled air 
May pierce the head of the great com¬ 
batant, 5 

And hale him hither. 

Ajax. Thou, trumpet, there’s my purse. 
Now crack thy lungs and split thy brazen 
pipe ; 

Blow, villain, till thy sphered bias cheek 
Out-swell the colic of puff’d Aquilon. 
Come, stretch thy chest, and let thy eyes 
spout blood: 10 

Thou blowest for Hector. [Trumpet sounds. 
Ulyss. No trumpet answers. 

Achil. 'Tis but early days. 
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Enter Diomedhs, with Cressida. 

Agam. Is not yond Diomed, with Calchas* 
daughter ? 

Vlyss, Tis he, I ken the manner of his 
gait: 

He rises on the toe. That spirit of his j 5 

In aspiration lifts him from the earth. 

Agam. Is this the lady Cressid ? 

Dio. Even she. 

Agam. Most dearly welcome to the 
Greeks, sweet lady. 

Nesl. Our general doth salute you with a 
kiss. 

Vlyss. Yet is the kindness but particular ; 

'Twerc better she were kiss’d in general. 

Nesi. And very courtly counsel: I'll 
begin. 

So much for Nestor, 

Achil. I’ll take that winter from your 
lips, fair lady. 

Achilles bids you welcome. 

Men. I had good argument for kissing 
once. 

Pair. But that’s no argument for kissing 
now ; 

For thus p opp’d Paris in his hardiment. 

And parted thus you and your argument. 

Vlyss. O deadly gall, and theme of all 
our scorns ! 3'> 

For which we lose our heads to gild his 
horns. 

Patr. Ihe first was Menelaus' kiss ; this, 
mine— fK isses fier again. 

Patroclus kisses you. 

Men. O, this is trim ! 

Pair. Paris and 1 kiss evermore for him. 

Men. I'll have my kiss, sir. Lady, by 
your leave, 3s 

Cres. In kissing, do you render or receive? 

Patr. Both take and give. 

Cres, I’ll make my match to live, 

The kiss you take is better than you give; 

Therefore no kiss. 

Men. I’ll give you boot; I’ll give you 
three for one. io 

Cres. You are an odd man ; give even or 
give none. 

Men. An odd man, lady ? Every man is 
odd. 

Cres. No, Paris is not; for you know 'tis 
true 

That you are odd, and he is even with you. 

Men. You fillip me o’ th’ head. 

Cres. No, I’ll be sworn. 43 

Vlyss. It were no match, your nail against 
his horn. 

May 1, sweet lady, beg a kiss of you ? 

Cres. You may. 

Vlyss. 1 do desire it. 

Cres, Why, beg then. 

Vlyss. Why then, for Venus' sake give 
me a kiss 

When Helen is a maid again, and his. 5«i 


Cres. I am your debtor; claim it when 
'tis due. 

Vlyss. Never’s my day, and then a kiss 
of you. 

Dio. Lady, a word. I’ll bring you to your 
father. [Exit with Cressida. 

Nest. A woman of quick sense. 

Vlyss. Fie, fie upon her ! 

There's language in her eye, her cheek, her 
lip» 55 

Nay, her foot speaks ; her w^anton spirits 
look out 

At every joint and motive of her body. 

O these encounterers so glib of tongue 
That give a coasting welcome ere it comes. 
And wide unclasp the tables of their 
thoughts 0,0 

To every ticklish reader! Set them down 
For sluttish spoils of opportunity, 

And daughters of the game. 

ITrumpet within. 

All. The Troyans' trumpet. 

Enter Hector, armed ; JEnuas, Troilcs, 

Paris, IIelenus, and other Trojans, 

with Attendants. 

Agam. Yonder comes the troop. 

.Ene. Hail, all the state of Greece I What 
shall be done (>5 

To him that victory commands ? Or do you 
purpose 

A victor shall be known ? Will you the 
knights 

Shall to the edge of all extremity 
Pursue each other, or shall they be divided 
By any voice or order of the field ? 70 

Hector bade ask. 

Agam. Which way would Hector have it? 

A:ne. He cares not; he'll obey conditions. 

Achil. 'Tis done like Hector; but 
securely done, 

A little proudly, and great deal misprizing 
The knight oppos’d. 

A\ne. If not Achilles, sir, 75 

What is your name ? 

Achil. If not Achilles, nothing. 

JEne. Therefore Achilles. But whate’er, 
know this : 

In the extremity of great and little 
Valour and pride excel themselves in 
Hector ; 

The one almost as infinite as all, 80 
The other blank as nothing. Weigh him 
well, 

And that which looks like pride is courtesy. 
This Ajax is half made of Hector’s blood ; 
In love whereof half Hector stays at 
home ; 

Half heart, half hand, half Hector comes to 
seek 85 

This blended knight, half Troyan and half 
Greek. 

Achil. A maiden battle then ? O, I 
perceive you I 
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Re-enter Diomedes. 

Again, Here is Sir Diomed. Go, gentle 
knight, 

Stand by our Ajax, As you and Lord .^neas 
Consent upon the order of their fight, 90 
So be it; either to the uttermost. 

Or else a breath. The combatants being kin 
Half stints their strife before their strokes 
begin. 

I A/ax and Hector enter the lists. 

Vlyss. They are oppos’d already. 

Agam. What Troyan is that same that 
looks so he.ivy ? 95 

Ulyss. The youngest son of Priam, a true 
knight; 

Not yet miture, yet matchless: firm of 
word ; 

Speaking in deeds and decdlcss in his 
tongue; 

Not soon provok’d, nor being provok’d 
soon calm’d ; 

His heart and hand both open and both 
free; 100 

For what he has he gives, what thinks he 
sho.vs, 

Yet gives he not till judgment guide his 
bounty, 

Nor digaifiis an impair thought with 
breath; 

Manly as Hector, but more dangerous: 
For H’ctor in his blaze of wrath subscribes 
To tender objects, bat he in heat of action 
Is m^re vindicative than jealous love. 107 
Tney call him Troilus, and on him erect 
A second hope as fairly built as Hector. 
Thus says ^neas, one that knows the 
youth IK- 

Even to his inches, and, with priv^ate soul, 
Did in gre.it lUon thus translate him to me, 
[Alarum. Hichr and Ajax fight. 

Agam. Tney are in action. 

Nest. Now, Ajax, hold thine own ! 

Tro. Hector, thou slccp’st; 

Awake thee. ns 

Agam. His blows arc well dispos'd. There, 
Ajax I [Trumpets cease. 

Dio. You must no more. 

Princes, enough, so please you. 

Ajax. I am not warm yet; let us fight 
again. 

Dio. As fleeter pleases. 

Heel. Why, then will I no more. 

Thou art, great lord, my father’s sister’s 
son, 1 .:o 

A cousin-german to great Priam’s seed ; 
The obligation of our blood forbids 
A gory emulation ’twixt us twain; 

Were thy commixtion Greek and Troyan so 
That thou could’st say * This hand is 
Grecian all, 1^.1 

And this is Troyan ; the sinews of this leg 
All Greek, and this all Troy ; my mother’s 
blood 


Runs on the dexter cheek, and this sinister 
Bounds in my father’s *; by Jove multi- 
potent. 

Thou sliouldst not bear from me a Greekish 
member 

Wherein my sword had not impressure 
made 

Of our rank feud ; but the just gods gainsay 
That any drop thou borrow’dst from thy 
mother. 

My sacred aunt, should by my mortal 
sword 

Be draine .1! Let me embrace thee, Ajax. 13 
By him that thunders, thou hast lusty 
arms ; 

Hector would have them fall upon him 
thus. 

Cousin, ail honour to thee ! 

Ajax. I thank thee, Hector. 

Thou art too gentle and too free a man. 

I came to kill thee, cousin, and bear hence 
A great addition earned in thy death, mi 

Meet. Not Neoptolemus so mirable. 

On whose bright crest Fame with Jier loud’st 
Oyes 

Cries ‘ This is he ' could promise to himself 
A thought of added honour torn from 
Hector. i-ts 

Aine. There is expectance here from both 
the sides 

What further you will do. 

H:cl. We’ll answer it: 

The issue is embracement. Ajax, farewell. 

Ajax. If 1 might in entreaties find success. 
As sold I have the chance, 1 would desire 
M/ famous cousin to our Grecian tents. 

Dio. 'Tis Agamemnon's wish ; and great 
Achilles 

Doth long to see unarm’d the valiant 
Hector. 

Hect. Aineas, call my brother Troilus to 
me, 

And signify this loving interview 155 

To the cxpccters of our Troyan part; 
Desire them home. Give me thy hand, my 
cousin ; 

I will go eat with thee, and see your knights. 

Agamemnon and the rest of the Greeks come 
forward. 

A/ox. Great Agamemnon comes to meet 
us here. 

Heel. The worthiest of them tell me name 
by name ; 160 

But for Achilles, my own searching eyes 
Shall find him by his large and portly size. 

Agam. Worthy all arms ! as welcome as 
to one 

That would be rid of such an enemy. 

But that’s no welcome. Understand more 
clear, 105 

What’s past and what’s to come is strew’d 
with husks 

And formless ruin of oblivion: 
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But in this extant moment, faith and troth. 
Strain’d purely from all hollow bias- 
drawing. 

Bids thee with most divine integrity, 770 
From heart of very heart, great Hector, 
welcome. 

Heci. I thank thee, most imperious 
Agamemnon. 

Agam, ITo Troilus] My well-fam’d lord of 
Troy, no less to you. 

Men. Let me confirm my princely 
brother’s greeting. 

You brace of warlike brothers, welcome 
hither. 175 

fleet. Who must we answer ? 

Aine. The noble Menelaus. 

HecL O yon, my lord ? By Mars his 
gauntlet, thanks ! 

Mock not that I affect the untraded oath ; 
Your quondam wife swears still by Venus’ 
glove. 

She’s well, but bade me not commend her 
to you. iH( 

Mew. Name her not now, sir; she’s a 
deadly theme. 

Hect. O, pardon ; I ofTend. 

Nest. 1 have, thou gallant Troyan, seen 
thee eft. 

Labouring for destiny, make cruel way 
Through ranks of Greekish youth ; and 1 
have scon thee, 1^5 

As hot as Perseus, spur thy Phrygian steed. 
Despising many fori^its and siibduements. 
When thou hast hung thy advanced sword 
i' th’ air, 

Not letting it decline on the declined ; 
lhat I have said to some my standers-by 
* Lo, Jupiter is yonder, dealing life ! ’ 101 
And I have seen thee pause and take thy 
breath, 

When that a ring of Greeks have henim’d 
thee in. 

Like an Olympian wrestling. This have 1 
seen; 

But this thy countenance, still lock’d in 
steel, j'.? 

1 never saw till now. 1 knew thy grandsirc. 
And once fought with him. He was a 
soldier good. 

But, by great Mars, the captain of us all. 
Never like thee. O, let an old man embrace 
thee; 

And. worthy w'arrior, welcome to our tents. 
jEne, ’Tis the old Nestor. =07 

HecL Let me embrace thee, good old 
chronicle, 

That hast so long walk’d hand in hand with 
time. 

Most reverend Nestor, 1 am glad to clasp 
thee. 

Nest. I would my nnns could match thee 
in contention 

As they contend with thee in courtesy. 
Hcd. I would they could. 


Nest. Ha I 

By this white beard. I’d fight wdth thee 
to-morrows 

Well, welcome, welcome! I have seen the 
time. iTo 

Vlyss. I wonder now how yonder city 
stands. 

When we have here her base and pillar 
by us. 

HecL 1 know your favour. Lord Ulysses, 
well. 

Ah, sir, there’s many a Greek and Troyan 
dead, 

Since first I saw yourself and Diomed 215 
in ilion on your Greekish embass>. 

Vlyss. Sir, 1 foretold you tLcn what 
would ensue. 

My prophecy is but half his journey yet ; 
For yonder walls, that pertly front your 
town, 

Yond towers, whose wanton tops do buss 
the clouds, 220 

Must kiss their own feet. 

HecL 1 must not bek’eve you. 

There they stand yet; and modestly 1 
think 

The fall of every Phrygian stone will cost 
A drop of Grecian blood. Ihc end crowns 
all; 

And that old common arbitrator, Time, ^25 
Will one day end it. 

Vlyss. So to him we leave it. 

Most gentle and most valiant Hettorj 
welcome. 

After the General, I beseech you next 
To feast with me and see me at my tent. 

Achil. I shall forestall thee, Lord Ulysses, 
thou ! 2 jc 

Now, Hector, 1 have fed mine eyes on thee ; 
I have with exact view perus’d thee, 
Hector, 

And quoted joint by joint. 

Hect. Is this Achilles ? 

Achil. I am Achilles. 

HecL Stand fair, I pray thee ; let me lock 
on thee. 235 

Achil. Behold thy fill. 

Hect. Nay, I have done already. 

Achil. Thou art too brief. I will the 
second time, 

As 1 would buy thee, view thee limb by 
limb. 

HecL O, like a book of sport thou’lt read 
me o’er; 

But there’s more in me than thou under- 
stand’st. 240 

Why dost thou so oppress me with thine 
eye ? 

Achil. Tell me, you heavens, in which 
part of his body 

Shall I destroy him ? Whether there, 01 
there, or there ? 

That 1 may give the local wound a 
name. 
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And make distinct the very breach where- 
out 245 

Hector’s great spirit flew. Answer me, 
heavens. 

HecL It would discredit the blest gods, 
proud man, 

To answer such a question. Stand again. 
Think’st thou to catch my life so pleasantly 
As to prenominate in nice conjecture 
Where thou wilt hit me dead ? 

AchiL I tell thee yea. 

Hecf. Wert thou an oracle to tell me so. 
I’d not believe thee. Henceforth guard 
thee well; 

For I’ll not kill thee there, nor there, nor 
there; 

But, by the forge that stithied Mars his 
helm, .55 

I’ll kill thee everywhere, yea, o’er and o'er. 
You wisest Grecians, pardon me this brag. 
His insolence draws folly from my lips; 
But I'll endeavour deeds to match these 
words. 

Or may 1 never— 

Ajax. Do not chafe thee, cousin ; » 

And you, Achilles, let these threats alone 
Till accident or purpose bring you to’t. 
You may have every day enough of Hector, 
If you have stomach. I he general state. 

I fear, 2-» 

Can scarce entreat you to be odd with him. 

fleet. I pray you let us see you in the 
field; 

We have had pelting wars since you refus’d 
The Grecians’ cause. 

Achil. Dost thou entreat me, Hector ? 
To-morrow do I meet thee, fell as death ; 
To-night all friends. 

Hect. Thy hand upon that match, 

Agam. First, all you peers of Greece, go 
to my tent; 

There in the full convive we ; afterwards, 
As Hector's leisure and your bounties shall 
Concur together, severally entreat him. 
Beat loud the tabourines, let the trumpets 
blow, 

That this great soldier may his welcome 
know. 

[Exeunt all but Troilus and Ulysses. 

Tro. My Lord Ulysses, tell me, I beseech 
you, 

In what place of the field doth C.ilchas 
keep ? 

Ulyss. At Mcnelaus' tent, most princely 
Troilus. 

There Diomed doth feast with him to-night. 
Who neither looks upon the heaven nor 
earth. 

But gives all gaze and bent of amorous view 
On the fair Cressid. 

Tro. Shall I, sweet lord, be bound to you 
so much. 

After we part from Agamemnon’s tent, 3«5 
To bring me thither ? 
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[Act 5 

Ulyss. You shall command me, sir. 
As gentle tell me of what honour was 
This Cressida in Troy ? Had she no lover 
there 

That wails her absence ? 

Tro. O, sir, to such as boasting show 
their scars 

A mock is due. VV^ill you walk on, my lord ? 
She was belov’d, she lov’d ; she is, and 
doth: 

But still swTet love is food for fortune’s 
tooth. [Exeurfl. 

ACT FIVE 

ScBNK 1 . The Grecian camp. Before the 
tent of Achilles. 

Enter Achillas and Patroclus. 

Achil. I’ll heat his blood with Greekish 
wine to-night, 

Which with my scimitar I’ll cool to-morrow. 
Patroclus, let us feast him to the height. 
Pair. Here comes Thersites. 

Enter Tiu-hsites. 

Achil. How’ now, thou core of envy ! 

I Thou crusty batch of !iature, what’s the 
new s ^ 5 

T/ier. Why, thou picture of what thou 
! scemest, anti idol of idiot worshippers, 
here’s a letter for thee. 

Achil. From whence, fragment ? 

Ther. Why, thou full dish of fool, from 
Troy. 

Pair. Who keeps the tent now ? 10 

Ther. The surgeon’s box or the patient’s 
wound. 

Pair. Well said Adversity! and what 
needs these tricks ? 

Ther. Prithee, be silent, boy ; 1 profit 
not by thy talk; thou art said to he 
Achilles’ male varlct. 

Pair. Male varlet, you rogue ! What’s 
that ? 15 

Ther. Why, his masculine whore. Now, 
the rotten diseases of the south, the guts- 
griping ruptures, catarrhs, loads o’ gravel 
in the back, lethargies, cold palsies, raw 
eyes, dirt-rotten livers, wheezing lungs, 
bladders full of imposthume, sciaticas, 
limekilns i’ th’ palm, incurable bone-ache, 
and the riveiled fee-simple of the tetter, 
take and take again such preposterous 
discoveries! 22 

Pair. Why, thou damnable box of envy, 
thou, what meanest thou to curse thus ? 
Ther. Do I curse thee ? ;.5 

Pair. Why. no, you ruinous butt; you 
whoreson indistinguishable cur, no. 

Ther. No! Why art thou, then, ex¬ 
asperate, thou idle immaterial skein of 
sleid silk, thou green sarcenet flap for a 
sore eye, thou tassel of a prodigal’s purse, 
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th^ii ? Ah, h.m the poor world is pest’red 
wich such water-flies—diminutives of 

nature! 3*= 

Pair. Out, gall! 

T/ier. Finch egg! 

Achil, My sweet Patroclus, I am thwarted 
quite 35 

From my great purpose in to-morrow’s 
battle. 

Here is a letter from Queen Hecuba, 

A token from her daughter, my fair love. 
Both taxing me and gaging me to keep j 
An oath that I have sworn, I will not break 
it. 4 ; 

Fall Greeks ; fail fame ; honour or go ot 

stay ; 

My major vow lies here, this I’ll obey. 
Come, come, 'rhersites, help to trim m> 
tent; 

This night in banqueting must all be spent. 
Away, Patroclu.^ ! [Exit with Patroclus. 

Tli.n\ With too much blood and too littk 
brain these two may run mad ; but, if with; 
too much brain and too little blood thev do, j 
ril be a carer of madmen. Here’s Agamem-; 
non, an honest fellow enough, and one that; 
loves quails, but he has not so much brain j 
as c.ir-wax ; and the goodly transformation! 
of Jupiter there, his brother, the bull, thei 
primitive statue and oblique memorial ofj 
cuckolds, a thrifty shoeing-horn in a chain,! 
hanging at his brother’s leg—to what form 
but that 11;^ is, should wit larded with 
malice, and malice forced with wit, turn 
him to ? To an ass, were nothing: he is 
both ass and ox. To an ox, were nothing: 
he is both ox and ass. To be a dog, a mule, 
a cat, a fitchew, a toad, a lizard, an owl, a 
puttock, or a herring without a roe, I would 
not care; but to be Menelaus, I would 
conspire against destiny. Ask me not what j 
I would be, if 1 were not Thersites ; for I 
care not to be the louse of a lazar, so I were 
not Menelaus. Hey-day ! sprites and fires ! 

Enter Hector, Tiu)ili:s, A] \x, Agamem¬ 
non, Ulysses, Nhstor, Mi-nexacs, and 
DiOMiiDiis, with lights, 

A»am. We go wrong, w'c go wTong. 

Ajax. No, yonder ’tis ; 

There, where we see the lights. 

lied. 1 trouble you. 

Ajax. No, not a whit. 

Re-enter Actulli-s. 

Ulyss. Here comes himself to guide you. 
Achil. Welcome, brave Hector ; welcome 
Princes all. 

Agam. So now, fair Prince of Troy, I bid 
good night; 

Ajax commands the guard to tend on you. 
tied. Thanks, and good night to the 
Greeks’ general. 70 

Men. Good night, my lord. 


tied. Good night, sweet Lord Menelaus. 
Ther. Sweet draught I ‘ Sweet ’ quoth ’a? 
Sweet sink, sweet sewer ! 

Achil. Good night and welcome, both at 
once, to those 

That go or tarry. 75 

Agam. Good night. 

[Exeunt Agamemnon and Menelaus. 
Achil. Old Nestor tarries ; and you too, 
Diorned, 

Keep Hector company an hour or two. 
Dio. I cannot, lord ; I have important 
business. 

The tide whereof is now. Good night, great 
Hector. «o 

lied, dive me your hand. 

Ulyss. I Aside to Troilus] Follow his torch; 
he goes to Calchas’ tent ; 
rn keep you company. 

Tro. Sweet sir, you honour me. 

lied. And so, good night. j Exil Dionudes; 

Ulysses and Troilus following. 
Achil. Come, come, enter my tent, ".s 
[FxtMui all hut Thersites. 
Ther. That same Diomed’s a false¬ 
hearted rogue, a most unjust knave ; 1 will 
no more trust him when he leers than 1 will 
a serpent when he hisses. He will spend his 
mtuith and promise, like Brabblcr the 
hound ; hut when he performs, astronomers 
foretell it: it is prodigious, there will come 
some ch inge ; the sun borrows of the moon 
when Diorned keeps his word. I will rather 
leave to see Hector than not to dog him. 
They say he keeps a J'royan drab, and uses 
the traitor Calchas’tent. I’ll after. Nothing 
hut lechery ! All incontinent varlets ! 9*5 

IBxii. 

Scene II. The Grecian camp. Before 
Calchas’ tent. 

Enter Diomi;dhs. 

Dio. What, arc you up here, ho ? Speak. 
Cal. [Withinl W'ho calls ? 

Dio. Diorned. Calchas, I think. Where’s 
your daughter ? 

Cal. [Williin] She comes to you. 

Enter Troilus and Ulysses, at a distance ; 
after them ThivRsites. 

Ulyss. Stand where the torch may not 

discover us. 5 

Enter Cressida. 

Tro. Cressid comes forth to him. 

Dio. How now, my charge ! 

Cres. Now, my sweet guardian ! Hark, a 
word with you. [W/iispm. 

Tro. Yea, so familiar ! 

Ulyss. She w'ill sing any man at first sight. 
Ther. And any man may sing her, if he 
can take her cliff; she’s noted. 11 

Dio. Will you remember ? 
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Cres. Remember ? Yes* 

Dio, Nay, but do, then; 

And let your mind be coupled with your 
words. 

Tro, What shall she remember ? 

Vlyss, List I 

Cres. Sweet honey Greek, tempt me no 
more to folly. 

Ther. Rog^ucry I 

Dio. Nay, then— 20 

Cres. rii tell you what— 

Dio. Fo, fo! come, tell a pin; you are 
a forsworn— 

Cres. In faith, I cannot. What would you 
have me do ? 

Ther. A juggling trick, to be secretly 
open. 

Dio. What did you sw^ar you would 
bestow on me ? .5 

Cres. 1 prithee, do not hold me to mine 
oath; 

Bid me do anything but that, sweet 
Greek. 

Dio. Good night. 

Tro. Hold, patience! 

Viyss. How now, Troyan ! 30 

Cres. Diomed ! 

Dio. No. no, good night; I'll be your 
fool no more. 

Tro. Thy better must. 

Cres. Hark ! a word in your ear. 

Tro. O plague and madness I 35 

Viyss. You are moved, Prince; let us 
depart, I pray, 

Lest your displeasure should enlarge itself 
To wrathful terms. This place is danger¬ 
ous ; 

The time right deadly ; I beseech you, go. 
Tro. Behold, I pray you. 

Ulyss. Nay, good my lord, go off; 
You flow to great distraction; come, my 
lord. 41 

Tro. I prithee stay. 

Viyss. You have not patience ; come. 
Tro. I pray you, stay ; by hell and all 
hell’s torments, 

I will not speak a v^ord, 

Dio. And so, good night. 

Cres. Nay, but you part in anger. 

Tro. Doth that grieve thee ? O withered 
truth ! 

Viyss. How now, my lord ? 

Tro. By Jove, I will be patient. 

Cres, Guardian ! Why, Greek ! 

Dio. Fo, fo ! adieu ! you palter. 

Cres. In faith, I do not. Come hither 
once again. 

Viyss. You shake, my lord, at something; 
will you go ? 50 

You will break out. 

Tro. She strokes his cheek. 

Viyss, Come, come. 

Tro. Nay, stay; by Jove, I will not speak 
a word: 


[Act 5 

There is between my will and all offences 
A guard of patience. Stay a little while. 54 
Ther. How the devil luxury, with his fat 
rump and potato finger, tickles these to¬ 
gether ! Fry, lechery, fry ! 

Dio. But will you, then ? 

Cres. In faith, I will, lo ; never trust me 
else. 

Dio. Give me some token for the surety 
of it. 59 

Cres. ril fetch you one. [Exit. 

Viyss. You have sworn patience. 

Tro. Fear me not, my lord ; 

1 will not be myself, nor have cognition 
Of what I feel. 1 am all patience. 

Re-enter Crkssida. 

Ther. Now the pledge ; now, now, now ! 
Cres. Here, Diomed, keep this sleeve, 
Tro. O beauty ! where is thy faith ? 
Viyss. My lord ! 

Tro. I will be patient; outwardly 1 w'ill. 
Cres. You look upon that sleeve ; behold 
it well. 

He lov’d me—O false wench !—Give't me 
again. 

Dio. Whose was’t ? 7 " 

Cres. It is no matter, now 1 ha’t again. 

I will not meet with you to-morrow night. 
I prithee, Diomed, visit me no more. 

Ther. Now she sharpens. Well said, 
whetstone. 

Dio. I shall have it, 

Cres. What, this ? 

Dio. Ay, that. 

Cres. O all you gods ! O pretty, pretty 
pledge! to 

Thy master now lies thinking on his bed 
Of thee and me, and sighs, and takes my 
glove, 

And gives memorial dainty kisses to it, 

As I kiss thee. Nay, do not snatch it from 
me; 

He that takes that doth take my heart 
withal. 

Dio. I had your heart before ; this follows 
it. 

Tro. 1 did swear patience. 

Cres. You shall not have it, Diomed ; 
faith, you shall not; 
ril give you vsomething else. 

Dio. 1 will have this. Whose was it ? 
Cres. It is no matter. 

Dio. Come, tell me wliose it was. 

Cres. ’Twas one’s that lov’d me better 
than you will. ss 

But, now you have it, take it. 

Dio. Whose was it ? 

Cres. By all Diana’s waiting women yond. 
And by herself, I will not tell you whose. 
Dio. To-morrow will 1 wear it on my 
helm, 

And grieve his spirit that dares not 
challenge it. 



Scene 2] 

Tro. Wert thou the devil and wor’st it on 
thy horn. 

It should be challeng'd. 

Cres. Well, well, 'tis done, 'tis past; and 
yet it IS not; 

I will not keep my word. 

Dio. Why, then farewell 

Thou never shalt mock Diomed again. 
Cres, You sli ill not go. One cannot speak 
a word 

But it straight starts you. 

Dio. I do not like this fooling. 

Ther. Nor I, by IMuto ; but that that 
likes not you 
Pleases me best. 

Di). Wait, shall I come ? The hour— 
Cres. A/, com;—O Jove! Do come. I 
shall l)e pi iguM. 

Dio. Farewell till then. 

Cres. Good night. I prithee come. 

tFxit DiomeJes. 
Troilus, farewell I One eye yet looks on 
th:*e ; 

But with my heart the other eye doth see. 
Ah, poar our sex ! this fault in us I find. 
The error of our eye directs our mind. 
What error leads must err; O, then con¬ 
clude. 

Minds sway'd by eyes are full of turpitude. 

I Izxif. 

Tker. A proof of strength she could not 
publish more, 

Unless she said ‘ My mind is now turn’d 
whore'. 

Ulyss. All's done, my lord. 

Tro. It is. 

Ulyss. Why stay we, then ? 

Tro. To make a recordation to my sou! 
Of every syllable that here was spoke. «i,. 
But if 1 tell how these two did coact, 

Shall I not lie in publishing a truth ? 

Sith yet there is a credence in my heart, 

An espcrance so obstinately strong, ji> 

That doth invert th' attest of eyes and ears; 
As if those organs had deceptious functions 
Created only to calumniate. 

Was Cressid here ? 

Ulyss. I cannot conjure, Troyan. 

Tro. She was not, sure. 

Ulyss. Most sure she was. 

Tro, Why, my negation hath no taste of 
madness. » 

Ulyss. Nor mine, my lord. Cressid was 
here but now. 

Tro. Let it not be believ’d for woman¬ 
hood. 

Think, we had mothers; do not give 
advantage 

To stubborn critics, apt, without a theme. 
For depravation, to square the general sex 
By Cressid's rule. Rather think this not 
Cressid. 

Ulyss, What hath she done, Prince, that 
can soil our mothers ? 
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Tro. Nothing at all, unless that this were 
she. 

Ther, Will 'a swagger himself out on's 
own eyes ? 

Tro, This she ? No; this is Diomed's 
Cressida. 335 

If beauty have a soul, this is not she ; 

If souls guide v ows, if vow s be sanctimonies, 
If sanctimony be the gods' delight. 

If there be rule in unity itself, i v* 

This was not she. O madness of discourse, 
That cause sets up with and against itself! 
Bifold authority ! where reason can revolt 
Without perdition, and loss assume all 
reason in 

Without revolt: this is. and is not, Cressid. 
Within my soul there doth conduce a fight 
Of this strange nature, that a thing 
inseparate 

Divides more wider than the sky and earth; 
And yet the spacious breadth of this 
division 

Admits no orifex for a point as subtle 
As Ariachne’s broken woof to enter. j.;o 
I nstance, O instance! strong as Pluto's 
gates: 

Cressid is mine, tied with the bonds of 
heaven. 

Instance, O instance! strong as heaven 
itself: 

The bonds of heaven arc slipp’d, dissolv'd, 
and loos’d ; 

And with another knot, five-fmger-tied, 1^5 
rhe fractions of her faith, orts of her love, 
The fragments, scraps, the bits, and greasy 
relics 

Of her o’er-eaten faith, are bound to 
Diomed. 

Ulyss. May worthy Troilus be balf- 
attach'd 

With that which here his passion doth 
express ? lOo 

Tro. Ay, Greek; and that shall be 
divulged well 

In characters as red as Mars his heart 
Inflam’d with Venus. Nev er did young man 
fancy 

With so eternal and so fix'd a soul. 

Hark, Greek : as much as 1 do Cressid love. 
So much by weight hate I her Diomed. 
That sleeve is mine that he’ll bear on his 
helm; 

Were it a casque compos’d by Vulcan’s 
skill 

My sword should bite it. Not the dreadful 
spout 

Which shipmen do the hurricano call, 170 
Constring’d in mass by the almighty sun, 
Shall dizzy with more clamour Neptune's 
ear 

In his descent than shall my prompted 
sword 

Falling on Diomed. 

Ther. He'll tickle it for his conenpy. 175 
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Tro, O Cressid I O false Cressid ! false 
false, false I 

Let all untruths stand by thy stained name 
And they’ll seem glorious. 

Vlyss, O, contain yourself 

Your passion draws ears hither. 

Enter ^nkas. 

Mne. I have been seeking you this hour, 
my lord, j 

Hector, by this, is arming him in Troy; 
Ajax, your guard, stays to conduct yoi 
home. 

Tro. Have with you. Prince. M 
courteous lord, adieu. 

Farewell, revolted fair !—and, Diomed, 
Stand fast and wear a castle on thy head 
Vlyss. I’ll bring you to the gates. 

Tro. Accept distracted thanks. 

[Exeunt Troiliis, JEneas, and Ulysses. 
Ther, Would I could meet that rogue 
Diomed I 1 would croak like a raven; 
would bode, I would bode. Patioclus will 
give me anything for the intelligence of this 
whore ; the parrot will not do more for an 
almond than he for a commodious drab. 
Lechery, lechery ! Still wars and lechery ! 
Nothing else holds fashion. A burning devil 
take them! [Exit 

Scene III. Troy. Before Priam*s palace. 
Enter Hector and Andromache. 

And. When was my lord so much un- 
gcntly temper’d 

To stop his cars against admonishment ? 
Unarm, unarm, and do nv>t fight to-day. 
Meet. You train me to offend you ; get 
you in. 

By ail the everlasting gods, I’ll go. 5 

And. My dreams will, sure, prove 
ominous to the day. 

Hed. No more, I say. 

Enter Cassandra. 

Cfls. Where is my brother Hector ? 
And. Here, sister, arm’d, and bloody in 
intent. 

Consort with me in loud and dear petition, 
Pursue W5 him on knees; for I have 
dreamt 

Of bloody turbulence, aiid this whole night 
Hath nothing been but shapes and forms 
of slaughter. 

Cfls. O, 'tis true! 

Hecf. Ho ! bid my trumpet sound. 

Cas. No notes of sally, for the heavens, 
sweet brother! 

Hect. Be gone, I say. The gods have 
heard me swear. 15 

Cas. The gods are deaf to hot and peevish 
vows; 

They are polluted off’rings, more abhorr'd 
Than spotted livers in the sacrifice. j 
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[Act 5 

And. O, be persuaded ! Do not count it 
holy 

To hurt by being just. It is as lawful. 20 
For we would give much, to use violent 
thefts 

And rob in the behalf of charity. 

Cas. It is the purpose that makes strong 
the vow; 

But vows to every purpose must not hold. 
Unarm, sweet Hector. 

Meet. Hold you still, I say. 25 

Mine honour keeps the weather of my 
fate. 

Life every man holds dear; but the dear 
man 

Holds honour far more pic:ious dear than 
lia*. 

Enter Troilus. 

How now, young man! Mean’st thou to 
fight to-day ? 29 

And. Cassandra, call my father to 
persuade. [EAif Cassandra. 

Meet. No, faith, young Troilus; dolf thy 
harness, youth ; 

I am to-day i’ th’ vein of chix alry. 

Let grow thy sinews till their knots be 
strong, 

And tempt not yet the brushes of the war. 
Unarm thee, go; and doubt thou not,, 
brave boy, 

I’ll stand to-day for thee and me and 'froy. 
Tro. Brother, you h.ive a vice of mercy 
in you 

Which better fits a lion than a man. 
lied. What vice is that, good 'froilus ? 
Chide me for it. 

Tro. Wlien many times the captive 
Grecian falls, 40 

Even in the fan and wind of your fair 
sword. 

You bid them rise and live. 

Heel. O, 'tis fair play! 

Tro. Fool's play, by heaven, Hector. 
Heel. How now ! how now ! 

Tro. For th’ love of all the gods, 

et's leave the hermit Pity with our 
mother; 4 s 

\n.l when we have our armours buckled on, 
he venom'd vengeance ride upon our 
swords, 

pur them to ruthful work, rein them from 
ruth I 

Meet. Fie, savage, fie ! 

Tro. Hector, then 'tis wars. 

Hect. Troilus, I would nv)t have you fight 
to-day. 50 

Tro. Who should withhold me ? 
ot fate, obedience, nor the hand of Mars 
.eck'ning with fiery truncheon my retire; 
ot Priamus and Hecuba on knees, 
heir eyes o’ergalled with recourse of tears; 
or you, my brother, with your true sword 
drawn, 56 



TROILUS AND CRESSIDA 


Scene 3] 


Oppos'd to hinder me, should stop my way. 
But by my ruin. 

Re-enter Cassandra, with Priam. 

Cas. Lay hold upon him, Priam, hold him 
fast; 

He is thy crutch ; now if thou lose thy 
stay, oo 

Thou on him leaning, and all Troy on 
thee, 

Fall all together. 

Pri. Come, Hector, come, go back. 
Thy wife hath dreamt; thy mother hath 
had visions ; 

Cassandra doth foresee ; and I myself 
Am like a prophet suddenly enrapt f>.s 

To tell thee that this day is ominous, 
lliereforc, come back. 

Hed. /Eneas is a-field ; 

And I do stand engag’d to many Greeks, 
Even in the faith of valour, to appear 
This morning to them. 

Pri. Ay, but thou shalt not go. 70 

Hed, 1 must not break my faith. 

You know me dutiful; therefore, dear sir. 
Let me not shame respect; but give me 
leave 

To take that course by your consent and 
voice 74 

Which you do here forbid me, royal Priam, 

Cas. b Priam, yield not to him I 

And. Do not, dear father. 

Hed, Andromache, I am offended with 
you. 

LTpon the love you bear me, get you in. 

I Ex it Andromache, 

Tro, This foolish, dreaming, superstitious 
girl 

Makes all these bodements. 

Cas. O, farewell, dear Hector ! ^<0 

Look how thou diest. Look how thy eye 
turns pale. 

Look how thy wounds do bleed at many 
vents. 

Hark how Troy roars ; how Hecuba cries 
out; 

How poor Andromache shrills her dolours 
forth ; 

Behold distraction, frenzy, and amaze¬ 
ment, ^5 

Like witless antics, one another meet. 

And all cry. Hector! Hector’s dead ! O 
Hector I 

Tro. Away, away ! 

Cas. Farewell!—yet, soft! Hector I 
take my leave. 

Thou dost thyself and all our Troy deceive. 

[Exit. 

Hed, You are amaz’d, my liege, at her 
exclaim, 9^ 

Go in, and cheer the town ; we’ll forth, and 
fight, 

Do deeds worth praise and tell you them at 
night. 


Pri, Farewell. The gods with safety 
stand about thee I [Exeunt severally 
Priam and Hector, Alarums. 

Tro. They are at it, hark! Proud 
Diomed, believe, 95 

I come to lose my arm or win my sleeve. 

Enter Pandarus. 

Pan. Do you hear, my lord ? Do you 
hear ? 

Tro. What now ? 

Pan. Here’s a letter come from yond 
poor girl. 

Tro. Let me read. loo 

Pan. A whoreson tisick, a whoreson 
rascally tisick so troubles me, and the 
foolish fortune of this girl, and what one 
thing, what another, that I shall leave you 
one o’ th’s days ; and 1 have a rheum in 
mine eyes too, and such an ache in my 
bones that unless a man were curs’d I 
cannot tell what to think on't. What says 
she there ? lo; 

Tro, Words, words, mere words, nc 
matter from the heart; 

Th’ effect doth operate another way. 

[Tearing the letter. 
Go, wind, to wind, there turn and change 
together. no 

My love with words and errors still she 
feeds. 

But edifies another with her deeds. 

[ Pan. Why but heare you. 

Tro. Hence broker-lackey. Ignominy and 
shame 

Pursue thy life and live aye with thy name! j 
[Exeunt severally. 

Scene IV. The plain between Troy and the 
Grecian camp. 

Enter Thersites. Excursions, 

Ther. Now they are clapper-clawing one 
another; I'll go look on. Uhat dissembling 
abominable varlet, Dicmed, has got that 
same scurvy doting foolish young knave’s 
sleeve of Troy there in his helm. I would 
fain see them meet, that that same young 
Troyan ass that loves the whore there 
might .send that Greekish whoremastcrly 
villain with the sleeve back to the dis¬ 
sembling luxurious drab of a sleeve-less 
errand. A th’ t’other side, the policy of 
those crafty swearing rascals—that stale 
old mouse-eaten dry cheese, Nestor, and 
that same dog-fox, Ulysses—is not piov’d 
worth a blackberry. They set me up, in 
policy, that mongrel cur, Ajax, against 
that dog of as bad a kind, Achilles; and 
now is the cur Ajax prouder than the cur 
Achilles, and will not arm to-day ; where¬ 
upon the Grecians begin to proclaim 
barbarism, and policy grows into an ill 
opinion. 16 
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Enter Diomeoes, Troilus following. 

Soft! here comes sleeve, and t’other. 

Tro. Fly not; for shouldst thou take the 
river Styx 
I would swim after. 

Dio, Thou dost miscall retire. 

I do not fly; but advantageous care 
Withdrew me from the odds of multitude. 
Have at thee. 

Ther. Hold thy whore, Grecian ; now for 
thy whore, Troyan—now the sleeve, now 
the sleeve! 

[Hxeiud Troilus and Diomedes fighting. 
Enter Hector. 

Hect, What art thou, Greek ? Art thou 
for Hector’s match ? 

Art thou of blood and honour ? 

Ther. No, no—I am a rascal: a scurvy 
railing knave ; a very filthy rogue. 

Hid, 1 do believe thee. Live. [Exit. 
Ther, God-a-mercy, that thou wilt 
believe me ; but a plague break thy neck 
for frighting me ! What’s become of the 
wenching rogues ? I think they have 
swallov/eJ one another. I would laugh at 
that miracle. Yet, in a sort, lechery eats 
itself. I’ll seek them. [Exit. 

Scene V. Another part of the plain. 

Enter Diomedes and a Servant. 

Dio, Go, go, my servant, take thou 
Troilus’ horse; 

Present the fair steed to my lady Cressid. 
Fellow, commend my service to her beauty; 
Tell her I have chastis’d the amorous 
Troyan, 

And am her knight by proof. 

Serv, I go, my lord. 5 

[Exit. 

Enter Agamemnon. 

Agam, Renew, renew! The fierce Poly- 
damus 

Hath beat down Menon ; bastard Mar- 
garelon 

Hath Doreiis prisoner. 

And stands colossus-wisc, waving his beam, 
Unon the pa shed corses of the kings to 
Epistrophus and Cedius. Polixenes is slain; 
Amphimacus and Thoas deadly hurt; 
Patroclus ta’en, or slain; and Palamedes 
Sore hurt and bruis’d. The dreadful 
Sagittary 

Appals our numbers. Haste we, Diomed, is 
To reinforcement, or we perish all. 

Enter Nestor. 

Nest, Go, bear Patroclus’ body toi 
Achilles, 

And bid the snail-pac’d Ajax arm for! 
shame. I 


[Act 5 

There is a thousand Hectors in the field ; 
Now here he fights on Galathc his horse, 20 
And there lacks work ; anon he’s there 
afoot. 

And there they fly or die, like scaled sculls 
Before the belching whale; then is he 
yonder. 

And there the strawy Greeks, ripe for his 
edge. 

Fall down before him like the mower’s 
swath. 25 

Here, there, and everywhere, he leaves and 
takes ; 

Dexterity so obeying appetite 
That what he will he docs, and does so 
much 

That proof is call'd impossibility. 

Enter Ulysses. 

Vlyss, O, courage, courage, Princes! 
Great Achilles 30 

Is arming, weeping, cursing, vowing 
vengeance. 

Patroclus* wounds have rous’d his drowsy 
blood, 

Together with his mangled Myrmidons, 
That noseless, handless, hack’d and chipp’d, 
come to him. 

Crying on Hector. Ajax hath lost a friend 
And foams at mouth, and he is arm’d and 
at it, 31* 

Roaring for Troilus ; who hath done to-day 
Mad and fantastic execution, 

Engaging and redeeming of himself 
With such a careless force and forceless care 
As if that luck, in very spite of cunning, 
Bade him win all. 42 

Enter Ajax. 

Ajax, Troilus thou coward Troilus ! 

[Exit. 

Dio, Ay, there, there. 

Nest, So, so, we draw together. [Exit. 

Enter Achilles. 

Achil. Where is this Hector ? 

Come, come, thou boy-qucller, show thy 
face; 45 

Know what it is to meet Achilles angty\ 
Hector I where’s Hector ? I will none but 
Hector. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI, Another part of the plain. 
Enter Ajax. 

Ajax, Troilus, thou coward Troilus, show 
thy head. 

Enter Diomedes. 

Dio, Troilus, I say I Where's Troilus ? 

Ajax, What wouldst thou ? 

Dio, I would correct him. 

Ajax. Were I the general, thou shouldst 
have my office 
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Scene 6] 

Ere that correction. Troilus, 1 say I What, 
TroiUis! 5 

Enter Troilus. 

Tro. O traitor Diomed! Turn thy false 
face, thou traitor, 

And pay thy life thou owest me for my 
horse. 

Dio, Ha ! art thou there ? 

Ajax, I’ll with him alone. Stand, 
Diomed. 

Dio, He is my prize. I will not look upon. 

Tro, Come, both, you costing Greeks ; 
have at you both. [Exeunt fighting. 

Enter Hector. 

Hect, Yea, Troilus ? O, well fought, my 
youngest brother! 

Enter Achilles. 

Achil, Now do I see thee, ha ! Have at 
thee, Hector! 

Hed. Pause, if thou w'ilt. 

Achil. I do disdain thy courtesy, proud 

Troyan. is 

Be happy that my arms are out of use ; 
My rest and negligence befriends thee now, 
But thou anon shalt hear of me again ; 

Till when, go seek thy fortune. [Exit. 

Hect, Fare thee well. 

I would have been much more a fresher 

man, x' 

Had 1 expected thee. 

Re-enter Troilus. 

How now, my brother ) 

Tro. Ajax hath ta’en - 4 :.neas. Shall it be ? 
No, by the flame of yonder glorious heaven. 
He shall not carry him ; I’ll be ta’en too, 
Or bring him off. Fate, hear me what 1 say : 
I reck not though thou end my life to-day. 

[Exit. 

Enter One in armour, 

Hect, Stand, stand, thou Greek ; thou 
art a goodly mark. 

No ? wilt thou not ? 1 like thy armour 

well; 

ril frush it and urlo:k the rivets all 
But ril be master of it. Wilt thou not, 
beast, abide ? 3*> 

Why then, fly on; I'll hunt thee for thy 
hide. (Exeimh 

Scene VII . Another part of the plain. 

Enter Achilles, with Myrmidons. 

Achil. Come here about me, you my 
Myrmidons; 

Mark what I say. Attend me where I wheel; 
Strike not a stroke, but keep yourselves in 
breath ; 

And when I have the bloody Hector found, 


Empale him with your w^eapons round 
about; 5 

In fellest manner execute your arms. 
Follow me, sirs, and my proceedings eye. 
It is decreed Hector the great must die. 

(E.vei 4 nL 

Enter Menelaus and Paris, fighting ; then 
Thhrsites. 

Ther. The cuckold and the cuckold- 
maker are at it. Now, bull 1 now, dog ! 
' 1 . 00 , Paris, 'loo I now my double-hcrn’d 
Spartan ! 'loo, Paris, 'loo! The bull has 
the game. Ware horns, ho I 13 

[Exeunt Paris and Menelaus, 

Enter Margakelon. 

Mar. Turn, slave, and fight. 

Ther. What art thou ? 

Mar. A bastard son of Priam's. is 

Ther. I am a bastard too; I love 
bastards. I am a bastard begot, bastard 
instructed, bastard in mind, bastard in 
valour, in everything illegitimate. One 
bear will not bite another, and whereb re 
should one bastard ? Take heed, the 
quarrel’s most ominous to us ; if the son 
of a whore fight for a whore, he tempts 
judgment. Farewell, bastard. [Exit. 

Mar. The devil take thee, coward I 

[Exit. 

Scene VIII. Another pari of the plain. 
Enter Hector. 

Hect. Most putrified core so fair without, 
Thy goodly armour thus hath cost thy life. 
Now is my day's work done ; I'll take good 
breath : 

Rest, sword ; thou hast thy fill of blood 
and death! [Disarms. 

Enter Achilles and his Myrmidons. 

Achil. Look, Hector, how' the sun begins 
to set; s 

How ugly night comes breathing at liis 
heels ; 

Even with the vail and dark'ning of the 
sun. 

To close the day up. Hector’s life is done. 
Hect. 1 am unarm'd ; forego this vantage, 
Greek. 9 

Achil. Strike, fellows, strike ; this is the 
man I seek. [Hector falls. 

So, I lion, fall thou next! Come, Troy, sink 
down; 

Here lies thy heart, thy sinews, and thy 
bone. 

On, Myrmidons, and cry you all amain 
' Achilles hath the mighty Hector slain'. 

[A retreat sounded. 

Hark ! a retire upon our Grecian part. 15 

Myr. The Troyan trumpets sound the 
like, my lord. 
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Achil, The dragon wing of night over¬ 
spreads the earth 

And, stickler-Ukc, the armies separates. 

My half-supp’d sword, that frankly would 
have fed, 

Pleas’d with this dainty bait, thus goes to 
bed. [Sheathes his sword. 

Come, tie his body to my horse’s tail; 

Along the held I will the Troyan trail. 

[Hxemi/. 

Scene IX. Another part of the plain. 

Sound retreat. Shout. Enter Agamemnon, 

Ajax, Menelaus, Nestor, Diomedes. 

atid the rest, marching. 

Agam. Hark ! hark ! what shout is this ? 

Nest. Peace, drums I 

Soldiers. [VXTihin] Achilles ! AchillcN ! 

Hector’s slain. Achilles I 

Dio. The bruit is Hector’s slain, and by 
Achilles. 

Ajax. If it be so, yet bragless let it be ; 5 

Great Hector was as good a man as he. 

Agam. March patiently along. Let one be 
sent 

To pray Achilles see us at our tent. 

If in his death the gods have us befriended : 

Great Troy is ours, and our sharp wars are 
ended. [Exeunf. 

Scene X. Another part of the plain. 

Enter ^neas, Paris, Antenor, and 
Deiphobus. 

jEne. Stand, ho I yet are we masters of 
the held. 

Never go home ; here starve we out the 
night. 

Enter Troilus. 

Tro, Hector is slain. 

AIL Hector ! The gods forbid ! 

Tro. He’s dead, and at the murderer’s 
horse’s tail. 

In beastly sort, dragg'd through the shame¬ 
ful held. 

Frown on, you heavens, effect your rage 
with speed. 

Sit, gods, upon your thrones, and smile at 
Troy. 

I say at once let your brief plagues be 
mercy, 

And linger not our sure destructions on. 

JEne. My lord, you do discomfort all the 
host. 10 

Tro, You understand me not that tell me 
so. 

I do not speak of flight, of fear of death. 

But dare all imminence that gods and men 

Address their dangers in. Hector is gone. 

Who shall tell Priam so, or Hecuba ? ir. 
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Let him that will a screech-owl aye be 
call’d 

Go in to Troy, and say there ’ Hector's 
dead 

There is a word will Priam turn to stone; 
Make wells and Niobes of the maids and 
wives, 10 

Cold statues of the youth ; and, in a word. 
Scare Troy out of itself. But, march away ; 
Hector is dead ; there is no more to say. 
Stay yet. You vile abominable tents, 

Thus proudly pight upon our Phrygian 
plains, 

Let Titan rise as early as he dare, *^5 

I’ll through and through you. And, thou 

great-siz’d coward. 

No space of earth shall sunder our two 
hates; 

I’ll haunt thee like a wicked conscience 
still. 

That moiildcth goblins swift as frenzy's 
I thoughts. 

Strike a free march to Troy. With comfort 
go; .v> 

Hope of revenge shall hide our inward woe. 

Enter Pandarus. 

Pan. But hear you, hear you ! 

Tro. Hence, broker-lackey. Ignominy 
and shame 

Pursue thy life and live aye with thy name ! 

[Exeunf all but Pandarus. 
Pan. A goodly medicine for my aching 
bones ! O world ! world ! world ! thus is the 
poor agent despis’d ! O traitors and bawds, 
how earnestly are you set a work, and how 
ill requited 1 Why should our endeavour 
be so lov’d, and the performance so loathed? 
What verse for it ? What instance for it ? 
Let me sec— .ic 

Full merrily the humble-bee doth sing 
Till he hath lost liis honey and his sting ; 
And being once subdu’d in armed tail, 
Sweet honey and sweet notes together fail. 

Good traders in the flesh, set this in your 
painted cloths. 

As many as be here of pander’s hall, ao 
Your eyes, half out, weep out at Pandar's 
fall; 

Or, if you cannot weep, yet give some 
groans. 

Though not for me, yet for your aching 
bones. 

Brethren and sisters of the hold-door trade. 
Some two months hence my will shall here 
be made. 5* 

It should be now, but that my fear is this. 
Some galled goose of Winchester would hiss. 
Till then I’ll sweat and seek about for eases, 
And at that time bequeath you my diseases. 

[Exif. 
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DRAMATIS 

Caius Marcius, afterwards Caius Marcius 
CORIOLANUS. 

Titus Lartitts, \ Generals a^ainsl the 
CoMiNius, / Volscians. 
Menenius Agrippa, friend to Coriohwus, 
SiciNius Vehjtus, \ Tribunes of the 
Junius Brutus, / People. 

Young Marctus, son to Coriolanus. 

A Roman Herald. 

Nicanor, a Roman. 

Tullits Aufidius, General of the Volscians. 
Lieutenant to Aufidius. 

Conspirators with Aufidius. 

The Scene : Rome and the neif^hbourhood 


PERSON/^ 

Adrian, a Volscian. 

A Citizen of Antium. 

Two Volscian Guards. 

VoLUMNiA, mother to Coriolanus. 

Virgilia, wife to Cor iolanus. 

Valeria, friend to Virgilia. 

Gentlewoman attending on Virgilia. 

Roman and Volscian Senators, Patricians, 
/Ldiles, l.ictors, Soldiers, Citizens, 
Messengers, Servants to Aufidius, and 
other Attendants. 


; Corioli and the neighbourhood; Antium. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Rome. A slreel. 

Enter a company of mutinous Citizens, with 
stares, clubs, and other weapons. 

1 at. Before we proceed any further, 
hear me speak. 

All. Speak, speak. 

I at. You arc all resolv’d rather to die 
than to famish ? 

Alt. Resolv’d, resolv’d. 5 

1 at. First, you know Caius Marcius is 
chief enemy to the ret'ple. 

All. VVe know’t, we know’t. 

1 at. Let us kill him, and we’ll have corn 
at our own price. Is’t a verdict ? jo 

All. No more talking on’t; let it be 
done. Away, away ! 

2 at. One word, good citizens. j.i 

1 at. We are accounted poor citizens, 
the patricians good. What authorliy 
surfeits on would relieve us; if they w ould 
yield us but the super tluity while it were 
wholesome, we might guess they relieved 
us humanely ; but they think wc arc too 
dear. The leanness that afflicts us, the 
object of our misery, is as an inventory to 
particularize their abundance ; our suffer¬ 
ance is a gain to them. Let us revenge this 
with our pikes ere we become rakes ; for 
the gods know 1 speak this in hunger for 
bread, not in thirst for revenge. 

2 Cit. Would you proceed especially 

against Caius Marcius ? ^ ^ 

1 Cit. Against him first; he's a very dog 
to the commonalty. 

2 Cit. Consider you what services he has | 

done for his country ? j 

1 Cit. Ver^ well, and could be content to I 


give him good report for’t but that he pays 
himself with being proud. 3 .’ 

2 Crt. Nay, but speak not maliciously. 

1 at. I say unto you, what he hath done 
famously he did it to that end ; though 
seft-conscicnc'd men can be content to say 
it was for his country, he did it to please 
his mother and to be partly proud, 
which he is, even to the altitude of his 
virtue. 

2 at. What he cannot help in his nature 

you account a vice in him. You must in no 
way say he is covetous. i 

1 at. If I must not, 1 need not be barren 
of accusations; he hath faults, with 
surplus, to tire in repetition, [Skoids 
within] What shouts arc these ? The other 
side o’ th' city is risen. Why stay we prat¬ 
ing here ? To th’ Capitol! 

All. Come, come. 

1 Cit. Soft! who comes here ? 

Enter Menenius Agrippa, 

2 Cit. Worthy Menenius Agrippa ; one 
that hath always lov’d the people. mi 

1 Cit. He’s one honest enough ; would 
all the rest were so ! 

Mcu. What work’s, my countrymen, in 
hand ? Where go you 
With bats and clubs ? The matter ? Speak, 
I pray you. 

1 Cit. Our business is not unknown to th’ 
Senate; they have had inkling this fort¬ 
night wliat wc intend to do, which now 
we'll show 'cm in deeds. They say poor 
suitors have strong breaths ; they shall 
know we have strong arms too. 

Men. Why, masters, my good friends, 
mine honest neighbours, 60 

Will you undo yourselves ? 
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1 at* We cannot^ sir; we are undone 
already. 

Men. 1 tell you, friends, most charitable 
care 

Have the patricians of you. For your 
wants, 

Your suffering in this dearth, you may as 
well ('5 

Strike at the heaven with your staves as 
lift them 

Against the Roman state; whose course 
will on 

The way it takes, cracking ten thousand 
curbs 

Of more strong link asunder than can ever 
Appear in your impediment. For the 
dearth, 7 ' 

The gods, not the patricians, make it, and 
Your knees to them, not arms, must help. 
Alac t. 

You are transported by calamity 
Thither wh ?re more attends you ; and you 
slander 

The helms o' th' state, who care for you 
like fathers, 75 

When you curse them as enemies. 

1 at. Care for us ! True, indeed ! They 
ne’er car’d for us yet. Suffer us to famish, 
and their storehouses cramm’d with grain ; 
make edicts for usury, to support usurers *, 
repeal dail/ any wholesome act established 
against the rich, and provide more piercing 
statutes daily to chain up and restrain the 
poor. If the wars eat us not up, they will; 
and there’s all the love they bear us. 

Men. Either you must 
Confess yourselves wondrous malicious, 

Or be accus’d of folly. I shall tell you 
A pretty tale. It may be you have heard it ; 
But, since it serves my purpose, I will 
venture 

To stale’t a little more, 

1 Cil. Well, ril hear it, sir; yet you 
must not think to fob off our disgrace with 
a tale. But, an’t please you, deliver. 

Men. There was a time when all the 
body's members 

Rebell'd against the belly ; thus accus’d it: 
That only like a gulf it did remain 
r th* midst o’ th’ body, idle and unactive, 
Still cupboarding the viand, never bearing 
Like labour with the rest; where th* other 
instruments 

Did see and hear, devise, instruct, walk, 
feel, 10.) 

And, mutually participate, did minister 
Unto the appetite and affection common 
Of the whole body. The belly answer’d— 
1 CiL Well, sir, what answer made the 
belly ? 

Men. Sir, I shall tell you. With a kind of 
smile, jo-> 

Which ne’er came from the lungs, but even 
thus— 


[Act 1 

For look you, I may make the belly smile 
As well as speak—it tauntingly replied 
To th’ discontented members, the mutinous 
parts 

That envied his receipt; even so most fitly 
As you malign our senators for that m 
They are not such as you. 

1 Cif. Your belly’s answer—What ? 

The kingly crowned head, the vigilant eye, 
The counsellor heart, the arm our soldier, 
Our steed the leg, the tongue our trumpeter, 
With other muniments and petty helps 
Is this our fabric, if that they— 

Men. What then ? 

Fore me, this fellow speaks I Wliat then ? 
What then ? 

1 at. Should by the cormorant belly be 
restrain’d, 

Who is the sink o' th’ body— 

Men. Well, what then ? 

1 at. The former agents, if they did 
complain, 

What could the belly answer ? 

Men. T will tell you ; 

If vou’ll bestow a small—of what you have 
little— 

Patience awhile, you’st hear the belly’s 
answer. 

1 at. Y’are long about it. 

Moi. Note me this, good friend ; 

Your most grave belly was deliberate, i 
Not rash like his accusers, and thus 
answered. 

’ True is it, my incorporate friends,* quoth 
he 

‘ That 1 receive the general food at first 
Which you do live upon ; and fit it is, 
Because 1 am the storehouse and the shop 
Of the whole body. But, if you do remem¬ 
ber, 

1 send it through the rivers of your blood. 
Even to the court, the heart, to th’ seat 
o’ th’ brain ; 131 

And, through the cranks and offices of man, 
The strongest nerves and small inferior 
veins 

From me receive that natural comijetcncy 
Whereby they live. And though that all 
at once 

You, my good friends ’—this says the 
belly ; mark me. 

1 at. Ay, sir ; well, well. 

Men. ‘ Though all at once cannot 

See what 1 do deliver out to each, 

Yet 1 can make my audit up, that all 
From me do back receive the flour of all, 
And leave me but the bran.* What say 
you to’t ? 

1 at. It was an answer. How apply you 
this ? 

Men. The senators of Rome are this good 
belly, 140 

And you the mutinous members; for, 
examine 
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Their counsels and their cares, digest things 
rightly 

Touching the weal o' th’ common, you shall 
find 

No public benefit which you receive 15' 
But it proceeds or comes from them to you, 
And no way from yourselves. What do you 
think, 

You, the great toe of this assembly ? 

1 CiL 1 the great toe ? Why the great 
toe ? 

Men. For that, being one o’ th* lowest, 
basest, poorest. 

Of this most wise rebellion, thou goest 
foremost. 

Thou rascal, that art worst in blood to run, 
Lead'st first to win some vantage. 

But make you ready your stiff bats and 
clubs. 

Rome and her rats arc at the point of 
battle; t 6 _ 

The one side must have bale. 

Enter Caius March’s. 

Hail, noble Marcius ! 

Mar. Thanks. What’s the matter, you 
disscatious rogues 

That, rubbing the poor itch of your opinion, 
Make yourselves scabs ? 

1 CiL We have ever your good word. 

Mar. He that will give good words to 
thee will flatter 

Beneath abhorring. What would you have, 
you curs, k.i 

That like nor peace nor war ? The one 
affrights you, 

The other makes you proud. He that trusts 
to you, 

Where he should find you lions, finds you 
hares; 

Where foxes, geese ; you are no surer, no, 
Than is the coal of fire upon the ice j 71 
Or hailstone in the sun. Your virtue is 
To make him worthy whose offence subdues 
him, 

And curse that justi;e did it. Who deserves 
greatness 

Deserves your hate ; and your affections 
are i/s 

A sick man's appetite, who desires most 
that 

Which would increase his evil. He that 
depends 

Upon your favours swims with fins of lead, 
And hews down oaks with rushes. Hang ye! 

Trust ye ? 170 

With every minute you do change a mind 

And call him noble that was now your hate, 
Him vile that was your garland. What’s 
the matter 

That in these several places of the city i 

You cry against the noble Senate, who, j 
Under the gods, keep you in awe, which | 
else i« 5 i 
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Would feed on one another ? What's their 
seeking ? 

Men. For corn at their own rates, whereof 
they say 

The city is well stor’d. 

Mar. Hang ’em ! They say ! 

They’ll sit by th’ fire and presume to know 
What’s done i’ th' Capitol, who's like to 
rise, 

Who thrives and who declines; side 
factions, and give out 
Conjectural marriages, making parties 
strong, 

And feebling such as stand not in their 
liking 

Below their cobbled shoes. They say there’s 
grain enough ! 

Would the nobility lay aside their ruth 305 
And let me use iny sword, I’d make a quarry 
With thousands of these quarter’d slaves, 
as high 

As I could pick my lance. 

Men. Nay, these are almost thoroughly 
persuaded ; 

For though abundantly they lack discre¬ 
tion, 200 

Yet are they passing cowardly. But, I 
beseech you. 

What says the other troop ? 

Mar. They are dissolv’d. Hang 'cm ! 
They said they were an-hungry ; sigh’d 
forth pro\x‘rbs— 

That hunger broke stone walls, that dogs 
must eat, 

That meat was made for mouths, that the 
gods sent not 

Corn for the rich men only. With these 
shreds ,>06 

They vented their complainings ; which 
being answer’d, 

And a petition granted them—a strange 
one. 

To break the heart of generosity ::o9 

And make bold power look pale—they 
threw their caps 

As they would hang them on the horns o' 
th’ moon, 

Shouting their emulation. 

Men. What is granted them ? 

Mar. Five tribunes, to defend their 
vulgar wisdoms, 

Of their own choice. One’s Junius Brutus— 
Sicinius Velutus, and I know not, 'Sdeath ! 
The rabble should have first unroof’d the 
city a 16 

Ere so prevail’d with me; it will in time 
Win upon power and throw forth greater 
themes 

For insurrection’s arguing. 

Men. This is strange. 

Mar. Go get you home, you fragments. 

Enter a Messenger, hastily. 

Mess. Where’s Caius Marcius 7 
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Mar. Here. What's the matter ? 

Mess. The news is, sir, the Volsces arc in 
arms. 

Mar. 1 am glad on’t; then we shall ha 
means to vent 

Our musty superfluity. Sec, our best elders 

Enter Cominius, Titus Lartius, with other 
Senators ; Junius Brutus and SiciNius 
Velutus. 

1 Sen. Marcius, 'tis true that you have 
lately told us: 

The Volsces are in arms. 

Mar. They have a leader, 

Tulliis Atifidius, that will put you to‘t. 

I sin in envying his nobility ; 

And were 1 anything but what 1 am, 

I would wish me only he. 

Com. You have fought together ? 
Mar. Were half to half the world by th' 
ears, and he 

Upon my party, I’d revolt, to make 
Only my wars with him. He is a lion 
That I am proud to hunt. 

1 Sen. Then, worthy Marcius, 

Attend upon Cominius to these wars. ...h 
C om. It is your former promise. 

Mar. Sir. it is ; 

And I am constant. Titus Lartius, thou 
Shalt see me once more strike at Tullus’ 
face. 

What, art thou stiff ? Stand’st out ? 

hart. No, Caius Marcius ; 

I'll lean upon one crutch and fight with 
t'other -' 4 '> 

Ere stay behind this business. 

Men. O, true bred ! 

1 Sen. Your company to th' Capitol; 
where, I know, 

Our greatest friends attend us. 

Lart. [To Cominius] Lead you on. 

[To Marcius] Follow Cominius ; we must 
follow you ; 

Right worthy you priority. 

Com. Nob’e Marcius ! ^^5 

1 Sen. [To the Citizens] Hence to your 
homes ; be gone. 

Mar. Nay, let them follow. 

The Volsces have much corn : take these 
rats thither 

To gnaw their garners. Worshipful 
mutineers. 

Your valour puts well forth : pray follow. 
[Cifitens steal away. Exeunt all but 
Sicinius and Brutus. 

Sic. Was ever man so proud as is this 
Marcius ? 250 

Bru. He has no equal. 

Sic. When we were chosen tribunes for 
the people— 

Bru. Mark'd you his lip and eyes ? 

Sic. Nay, but his taunts ! 

Bru. Being mov’d, he will not spare to 
gird the gods, i 


Sic. Bemock the modest moon. ^55 
Bru. The present wars devour him I He 
is grown 

Too proud to be So valiant. 

Sic. Such a nature. 

Tickled with good success, disdains the 
shadow 

VV'hich he treads on at noon. But I do 
wonder 

His insolence can brook to be commanded 
Under Cominius. 201 

Bru. Fame, at the which he aims— 
In whom already he is well grac’d—cannot 
Better be held nor more attain’d than by 
A place below the first; for what miscarries 
Shall be the general’s fault, though he 
perform 

To th’ utmost of a man, and giddy censure 
Will then cry out of Marcius ‘ O, if he 
Had borne the business ! ' 

Sic. Besides, if things go well. 

Opinion, that so sticks on Marcius, j hal! 

Of his demerits rob Cominius. 

Bru. Come. ri- 

Half all Cominius' honours are to Marcius, 
Though Marcius earn’d them not; and all 
his faults 

To Marcius shall be honours, though indeed 
In aught he merit not. 

Sic. Let's hence and hear 

How the dispatch is made, and in what 
fashion, 2;:, 

More than his singularity, he goes 
Upon this present action. 

Bru. Let’s along. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene 11. CorioU. The Senate House. 

Enter Tullus Aufidius with Senators of 
CorioU, 

1 Sen. So, your opinion is, Aufidius, 

That they of Rome are ent'red in our 
counsels 

And know how' we proceed. 

Am/*. Is it not yours 7 

What ever have been thought on in this 
state 

That could be brought to bodily act ere 
Rome 5 

Had circumvention ? 'Tis not four days 
gone 

Since I heard thence ; these are the w\>rds 
—I think 

I have the letter here ; yes, here it is : 
[Reads] ‘ Lhey have press’d a power, but it 
is not known 

Whether for east or west. The dearth is 
great; k, 

The people mutinous ; and it is rumour’d, 
Cominius, Marcius your old enemy, 

Who is of Rome worse hated than of you, 
And Titius Lartius, a most valiant Roman, 
These three lead on this preparation is 
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Whither 'tis bent. Most likely 'tis .or you ; 
Consider of it 

1 Sen, Our army’s in the field ; 

Wc never yet made doubt but Home was 
ready 
I'o answer us. 

Auf, Nor dill you think it folly 

To keep your great pretence:i veil’d till 
when 

They needs must show themselves ; which 
in the hatching, 

It seem’d, appear’d to Rome. By the 
discovery 

We shall be short’ned in our aim, which 
was 

To take in many towns ere almost Rome 
Should know wc were afoot. 

2 Sen. Noble Autidius, . ? 

Take your commission ; hie you to your 
bands; 

Let us alone to guard Corioli. 

If they set down before's, for the remove 
Bring up your army ; but 1 think you’ll 
find 

Th’have not prepar’d for us. 

Alt/. O, doubt not that ! >> 

1 speak from certainties. Nay more, 

Some parcels Oi their power are forth 
already. 

And only hitherward. I leave your honours. 
If we and Caius Marcius chance to meet, 
’I'is sworn between us we shal! ever strike 
fill one can do no more. 

All. The gods assist you ! 

Aiif. And keep you; honours safe ! 

1 Sen. Farewell. 

2 Sen. Farewell. 

AIL Farewell. IF-xcmU. 

Scene III. Rome. Marc ins* house. 

Euler VoLUMNiA and Vircilia, mother and 
wife to Marcius ; they set them down on 
two low stools and sew. 

Vol. 1 pray you, daughter, sing, or ex¬ 
press yourself in a more comfortable sort. 
If my son were my husband, 1 should 
frcelier rejoice in that absence wherein he 
won honour than in the embracements of 
his bed where he would show most love. 
When yet he was but tender-bodied, and 
the only son of my womb ; when yoiitlj 
with comeliness pluck’d all gaze his way ; 
when, for a day of kings’ entreaties, a 
mother should not sell him an hour from 
her beholding ; 1 , considering how honour 
would become such a person—that it was 
no better than picture-like to hang by th' 
wall, if renown made it not stir—was 
pleas'd to let him seek danger where he 
was like to find fame. To a cruel war I sent 
him, from whence he return’d his brows 
bound with oak. I tell thee, daughter, I 
sprang not more in joy at first hearing he 


was a man-child than now in first seeing 
he had proved himself a man. 

Vir. But had he died in the business, 
madam, how then ? xu 

Vol. I'hen his good report should have 
been rny son ; 1 therein would have found 
issue. Hear me profess sincerely : had 1 a 
dozen sons, each in my love alike, and none 
less dear than thine and my good Marcius, 
I had rather had eleven die nobly for their 
country than one voluptuously surfeit out 
of action. 

Enter a Gentlewoman. 

Gent. Madam, the Lady Valeria is come 
to visit you. 

Vir. Beseech you give me leave to retire 
myself. 

VoL Indeed you shall not. 

Methinks I hear hither your husband’s 
drum ; ro 

See him pluck Aufidius down by th’ 
hair ; 

As children from a hear, the Volsces shun¬ 
ning him. 

Methinks I see him stamp thus, and call 
thus : 

‘ Come on, you co^vards ! You were got in 
fear, 

Though you were born in Rome’. His 
bloody brow 

With his mail’d hand then wiping, forth 
he goes, 

Like to a harvest-man that’s task’d to mow 
Or all or lose his hire. 

Vir. His bloody brow ? O Jupiter, no 
blood ! 

Vol. Away, you fool I It more becomes 
a man 

Than gilt his trophy. The breasts of 
Hecuba, 4o 

When she did suckle Hector, look’d not 
lovelier 

I han Hector’s forehead when it spit forth 
blood 

.At Grecian sword, contemning. Tell 
Valeria 

We are fit to bid her welcome. 

[Exit Gentlewoman. 

Vir. Heavens bless my lord from fell 
Aufidius I 

Vol. He'll beat Aufidius’ head below his 
knee 

.And tread upon his neck. 

Re-enter Gentlewoman, with Valeria and 
an Usher. 

Val. My ladies both, good day to you. 

Vol. Sweet madam 1 

Vir. 1 am glad to see your ladyship. 50 

Val. How do you both ? You are 
manifest housekeepers. What are you sew¬ 
ing here ? A fine spot, in good faith. How 
does your little son ? 
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Vir, I thank your ladyship ; well, good 
madam. 

VoL He had rather see the swords and 
hear a drum than look upon his school¬ 
master. 

Val. O' my word, the father’s son! I’l 
swear ’tis a very pretty boy. O’ my troth 
I look’d upon him a Wednesday half ai: 
hour together; has such a confirm'd 
countenance ! I saw him run after a gildc 
butterfly ; and when he caught it he let it 
go again, and after it again, and over and 
over he comes, and up again, catch’d it 
again ; or whether his fall enrag’d him, or 
how 'tw^as, he did so set his teeth anci 
tear it. O, I warrant, how he mammock’d 
it! 

VoL One on's father’s moods. 

VaL Indeed, la, 'tis a noble child. 

Vir. A crack, madam. 

VaL Come, lay aside your stitchery ; I 
must have you play the idle huswife with 
me this afternoon. 

Vir. No, good madam ; I will not out of 
doors. 

VaL Not out of doors ! 

VoL She shall, she shall. 

Vir. Indeed, no, by your patience; I’ll 
not over the threshold till my lord return 
from the wars. 

VaL Fie, you confine yourself most un¬ 
reasonably ; come, you must go visit the 
good lady that lies in. 

Vir. 1 will wish her speedy strength, and 
visit her with my prayers ; but I cannot go 
thither. 

VoL Why, I pray you ? 

Vir. ’Tis not to save labour, nor that 1 
want love. 

Val. You would be another Penelope ; 
yet they say all the yarn she spun in 
Ulysses’ absence did but fill Ithaca full of 
moths. Come, I would your cambric were 
sensible as your finger, that you might 
leave pricking it for pity. Come, you shall 
go with us. 8 ' 

Vir. No, good madam, pardon me; in¬ 
deed 1 will not forth. 

Val. In truth, la, go with me; and I’ll 
tell you excellent news of your husband. 

Vir. O, good madam, there can be none 
yet. 

Val. Verily, 1 do not jest with you; there 
came news from him last night. 

Vir. Indeed, madam ? 

VaL In earnest, it's true; 1 heard a 
senator speak it. Thus it is : the Volsces 
have an army forth; against whom 
Cominius the general is gone, with one jpart 
of our Roman power. Your lord and Titus 
Lartius are set down before their city 
Corioli; they nothing doubt prevailing, 
ai)d to make it brief wars. This is true, on 
mine honour; and so, I pray, go with us. 


[Act 1 

Vir. Give me excuse, good madam; I 
will obey you in everything hereafter. 

VoL Let her alone, lady ; as she is now, 
she will but disease our better mirth. 105 

Val. In troth, 1 think she would. Fare 
you well, then. Come, good sweet lady. 
Prithee, Virgilia, turn thy solemness out o' 
door and go along with us. 

Vir. No, at a word, madam ; indeed I 
must not. I wish you much mirth. no 

Val. Well then, farewell. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Before Corioli. 

Enter Marcius, Titus Lartujs, with drum 

and colours^ with Captains and Soldiers. 

To them a Messenger. 

Mar. Yonder comes news ; a wager— 
they have met. 

Lart. My horse to yours—no. 

Mar. 'Tis done. 

Lart. Agreed. 

Mar. Say, has our general met the 
enemy ? 

Mess. They lie in view, but have not 
spoke as yet. 

Lari. So, the good horse is mine. 

Mar. ril buy him of you. 

Lart. No, I'll nor sell nor give him ; lend 
you him I will u 

For half a hundred years. Summon the 
town. 

Mar. How far off lie these armies ? 

Mess. Within this mile and half. 

Mar. Then shall wc hear their ’larum, and 
they ours. 

Now, Mars, I prithee, make us quick in 
work, 10 

That we with smoking swords may march 
from hence 

To help our fielded friends ! Come, blow 
thy blast. 

They sound a parley. Enter two Senators 
with Others, on the walls of Corioli. 

Tullus Aufidius, is he within your walls ? 

I Sen. No, nor a man that fears you less 
than he: 

That’s lesser than a little. [Drum afar off] 
Hark, our drums 15 

Are bringing forth our youth. We'll break 
our walls 

Rather than they shall pound us up ; our 
gates, 

Which yet seem shut, we have but pinn’d 
with rushes; 

They’ll open of themselves. [Alarum far off] 
Hark you far off! 

There is Aufidius. List what work he 
makes 20 

Amongst your cloven army. 

Mar. O, they are at It I 

Lart. Their noise be our instruction. 
Ladders, ho I 



Scene 4] 

Enter the army of the Volsces, 

Mar. They fear us not, but issue fortli 
their city. 

Now put your shields before your hearts, 
and fight 

With hearts more proof than shields. Ad¬ 
vance, brave Titus. 

They do disdain us much beyond our 
thoughts. 

Which makes me sweat with wrath. Come 
on, my fellows. 

He that retires, I’ll take him for a Volsce, 
And he shall feel mine edge. 

Alarum. The Romans are beat back to their 
trenches. Re-enter Marcius, cursing. 

Mar. All the contagion of the south light 
on you, y> 

You shames of Rome ! you herd of—Boils 
and plagues 

Plaster you o’er, that you may be abhorr’d 
Farther than seen, and one infect another 
Against the wind a mile! You souls of 
geese 

That bear the shapes of men, how have you 
run 3^ 

From slaves that apes would beat! Pluto 
and hell 1 

All hurt behind! Backs red, and faces 
pale 

With flight and agued fear! Mend and 
charge home, 

Or, by the fires of heaven, I'll leave the foe 
And make my wars on you. Look to't. 

Come on ; 4<> 

If you’ll stand fast we'll beat them to their 
wives, 

As they us to our trenches. Follow me. 

Another alarum. The Volsces fly, and 
Marcius follows them to the gates. 

So, now the gates are ope; now prove 
good seconds; 43 

'Tis for the followers fortune widens them, 
Not for the fliers. Mark me, and do the like. 

[Marcius enters the gates. 

1 Sol. Fool-hardincss ; not I. 

2 Sol. Not I. [Marcius is shut in. 

1 Sol. See, they have shut him in. 

All, To th' pot, I warrant him. 

[Alarum continues. 

Re-enter Titus Lartius. 

Lari. What is become of Marcius ? 

AIL Slain, sir, doubtless. 

1 Sol. Following the fliers at the very 
heels, 50 

With them he enters; who, upon the 
sudden. 

Clapp'd to their gates. He is himself alone. 
To answer all the city. 

Lari. O noble fellow I 

Who sensibly outdares his senseless sword. 
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And when it bows stand'st up. I'hou art 
left, Marcius ; 

A carbuncle entire, as big as thou art, 56 
Were not so rich a jewel. Thou wast a 
soldier 

Even to Cato's wish, not fierce and terrible 
Only in strokes; but with thy grim looks 
and 50 

The thunder-like percussion of thy sounds 
rhou mad’st thine enemies shake, as if the 
world 

Were feverous and did tremble. 

Re-enter Marcius, bleeding, assaulted by the 
Enemy. 

1 Sol. Look, sir. 

Lart. O. 'tis Marcius 1 

Let’s fetch him off, or make remain alike. 

[They fifiht, and all enter the city. 

Scene V. Within Corioli. A street. 

Enter cetiain Romans, with spoils. 

1 Rom. This will I carry to Rome. 

2 Rom. And I this. 

3 Rom. A murrain on’t I I took this for 
silver. [Alarum continues still afar off. 

Enter Marcius and Trrus Lartius with a 
trumpetor. 

Mar. See here these movers that do prize 
their hours 

At a crack'd drachma I Cushions, leaden 
spoons, 5 

Irons of a doit, doublets that hangmen 
would 

Bury with those that wore them, these base 
slaves. 

Ere yet the fight be done, pack up. Down 
with them ! [Exeunt pillagers. 
And hark, what noise the general makes! 
To him I 

There is the man of my soul's hate, 
Aufidius, 10 

Piercing our Romans ; then, valiant Titus, 
take 

Convenient numbers to make good the city; 
Whilst I, with those that have the spirit, 
will haste 
To help Comini us. 

Lart. Worthy sir, thou bleed'st; 

Thy exercise hath been too violent 15 
For a second course of fight. 

Mar. Sir, praise me not; 

My work hath yet not warm'd me. Fare 
you well; 

The blood I drop is rather physical 
Than dangerous to me. To Auhdius thus 
I will appear, and fight. 

Lart. Now the fair goddess, Fortune, 
Fall deep in love with thee, and her great 
charms 

Misguide thy opposers' swords 1 Bold 
gentleman, 

833 



CORIOLANUS 


[Act 1 


Prosperity be thy page ! 

Mar. Thy friend no less 

Than those she placeth highest I So farewell. 
Lari, Thou worthiest Marciiis I 25 

|Exii Marcius. 
Go sound thy trumpet in the market-place ; 
Call thither all the officers o* th’ town. 
Where they shall know our mind. Away ! 

[Exeunl. 

Scene VI. Near ihe camp of Cominius, 

Enter Cominius, as it were in retire, with 
Soldiers. 

Com. Breathe you, my friends. Well 
fought; we are come off 
Like Romans, neither foolish in our stands 
Nor cowardly in retire. Believe me, sirs. 
We shall be charg’d again. Whiles w e have 
struck. 

By interims and conveying gusts we have 
heard 5 

The charges of our friends. The Roman 
gods. 

Lead their successes as we wish our own. 
That both our powers, with smiling fronts 
encoimtTing, 

May give you thankful sacrifice I 
Enter a Messenger. 

Thy news ? 

Mess. The citizens of Corioli have issued 
And given to Lartius and to Marcius battle; 
I saw our party to their trenches driv'en, 
And then 1 came away. 

Cow. Though thou speak’st truth, 
Methinks thou speak’st not well. How long 
is't since ? 

Mess. Above an hour, my lord. 15 

Cow. Tis not a mile; briefly we heard 
their drums. 

How couldst thou in a mile confound an 
hour, 

And bring thy news so late ? 

Mess. Spies of the Volsces 

Held me in chase, that I was forc’d to wheel 
Three or four miles about; else had I, sir. 
Half an hour since brought my report. 21 

Enter Marcius. 

Com. Who’s yonder 

That does appear as he were flay’d ? O 
gods I 

He has the stamp of Marcius, and I have 
Before-time seen him thus. 

Mar. Come I too late ? 

Com. The shepherd knows not thunder 
from a tabor 

More than 1 know the sound of Marcius* 
tongue 26 

From every meaner man. 

Mar. Come I too late ? 

Com. Ay, if you come not in the blood 
of others, 

834 


But mantled in your own. 

Mar. O! let me clip ye 

In arms as sound as when I woo’d, in heart 
As merry as when our nuptial day was 
done, $1 

And tapers burn’d to bedward. 

Com. Flower of warriors. 

How is’t with Titus Lartius ? 

Mar. As with a man busied about 
decrees: 

Condemning some to death and some to 
exile; 35 

Ransoming him or pitying, threat’ning th’ 
other ; 

Holding Corioli in the name of Rome 
Even like a fawning greyhound in the leash. 
To let him slip at will. 

Com. Where is that slave 

Which told me they had heat you to your 
trenches ? 40 

Where is he ? Call him hither. 

Mar. Let him alone ; 

He did inform the truth. But for our 
gentlemen, 

The common file—a plague! tribunes for 
them I 

The mouse ne’er shunn’d the cat as they 
did budge 

From rascals worse than they. 

Com. But how prevail’d you ? 45 

Mar. Will the time serve to tell ? 1 do 
not think. 

Where is the enemy ? Are you lords 0’ th’ 
field ? 

If not, why cease you till you are so ? 

Com. Marcius, 

We have at disadvantage fought, and did 
Retire to win our purpose. 5<> 

Mar. How lies their battle ? Know you 
on which side 

They have plac’d their men of trust ? 

Corn. As I guess, Marcius, 

Their bands i’ th’ vaward arc the Antiates, 
Of their best trust; o’er them Aufidius, 
Their very heart of hope. 

Mar. 1 do beseech you, 55 

By all the battles wherein we have fought, 
By th’ blood we have shed together, by th' 

\'OWS 

We have made to endure friends, that you 
directly 

Set me against Aufidius and his Antiates ; 
And that you not delay the present, but, 6 > 
Filling the air with swords advanc’d and 
darts, 

We prove this very hour. 

Com. Though I could wish 

You were conducted to a gentle bath 
And balms applied to you, yet dare I never 
Deny your asking: take your choice of 
those 65 

That best can aid your action. 

Mar. Those are they 

That most are willing. If any such be here— 
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Scene 6] 


As it were sin to doubt—that love this 
painting 

Wherein you see me smear'd ; if any fear 
Lesser his person than an ill report; 

If any think brave death outweighs bad 
life 

And that his country’s dearer than himself; 
Let him alone, or so many so minded, 
Wave thus to express his disposition. 

And follow Marcias, 75 

[They all shout and wave their swords, take 
him up in their arms and cast up their caps. 
O, me alone I Make you a sword of me ? 

If these shows be not outward, which of you 
But is four Volsces ? None of you but is 
Able to bear against the great Aufidius 
A shield as hard as his. A certain number. 
Though thanks to all, must I select from 
all; the rest 

Shall bear the business in some other fight. 
As cause will be obey’d. Please you to 
march ; 

And four shall quickly draw out my com¬ 
mand, 

Which men are best inclin’d. 

Com. March on, my fellows ; ii*. 

Make good this ostentation, and you shall 
Divide in all with us. [Exeunt. 

Scene VII. The gates of CorioU, 

Titus Lartius, having set a guard upon 
CorioU, going with drum and trumpet 
toward Coniinius and Caius Marcius, 
enters with a Lieutenant, other Soldiers, 
and a Scout. 

hart. So, let the ports be guarded ; keep 
your duties 

As 1 have set them down. If I do send, 
dispatch 

Those centuries to our aid ; the rest will 
serve 

For a short holding. If we lose the field 
We cannot keep the town. 

Lieut. Fear not our care, sir. 5 

Lart. Hence, and shut your gates upon’s. 
Our guidcr, come; to th’ Roman camp 
conduct us, [Exeunt. 

Scene VIII. A field of battle between the 
Roman and ike Volscian camps. 

Alarum, as in battle. Enter Marcius and 
Aueidius at several doors. 

Mar. I'll fight with none but thee, for I 
do hate thee 

Worse than a promise-breaker. 

Auf. We hate alike ; 

Not Afric owns a serpent I abhor 
More than thy fame and envy. Fix thy 
foot. 

Mar. Let the first budger die the other’s 
slave, 5 

And the gods doom him after I 


Auf. 

Halloa me like a hare. 

Mar. Witliin these three hours, Tullus, 
Alone I fought in your Corioli walls. 

And made what work 1 pleas’d, 'Tis not my 
blood 

Wherein thou scest me mask’d. For thy 
revenge 10 

Wrench up thy power to th’ highest. 

Aitf. Wert thou the Hector 

That was the whip of your bragg’d progeny. 
Thou shouldst not scape me here. 

[Here they fight, and certain Volsces 
come in the aid of Aufidius. Marcius 
fights till they he driven in breathless. 
Officious, and not valiant, you have sham’d 
me 14 

In your condemned seconds. [Exeunt. 

Scene IX. The Roman camp. 

Flourish. Alarum. A retreat is sounded. 
Enter, at one door, Cominius with the 
Romans ; at another door, Marcius, with 
his arm in a scarf. 

Com. If I should tell thee o’er this thy 
day’s work, 

Thou’t not believe thy deeds ; but I’ll 
report it 

Where senators shall mingle tears with 
smiles; 

Where great patricians shall attend, and 
shrug, 

1* th’ end admire; where ladies shall be 
frighted 5 

And, gladly quak’d, hear more ; where the 
dull tribunes. 

That with the fusty plebeians hate thine 
honours, 

Shall say against their hearts * We thank 
the gods 

Our Rome hath such a soldier ’. 

Yet cam’st thou to a morsel of this feast, 10 
Having fully din’d before. 

Enter Titus Lartius, with his Power, from 
the pursuit. 

Lart. O General, 

Here is the steed, we the caparison. 

Hadst thou beheld— 

Mar. Pray now, no more ; my mother, 
Who has a charter to extol her blood. 
When she does praise me grieves me, I 
have done 15 

As you have done—that’s what I can; 
induc’d 

As you have been—^that’s for my country. 
He that liRs but effected his good will 
Hath overta’en mine act. 

Com. You shall not be 

The grave of your deserving; Rome must 
know 20 

The value of her own, 'Twere a conceal¬ 
ment 
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Worse than a theft, no less than a tradace- 
ment, 

To hide your doings and to silence that 
Which, to the spire and top of praises 
vouch’d, 

Would seem but modest. Therefore, I 
beseech you, 25 

In sign of what you are, not to reward 
What you have done, before our army 
hear me. 

Mar. I have some wounds upon me, and 
they smart 

To hear themselves rememb’red. 

Com. Should they not, 20 

Well might they fester 'gainst ingratitude 
And tent themselves with death. Of all the 
horses— 

Whereof we have ta’en good, and good 
store—of all 

The treasure in this field achiev’d and city. 
We render you the tenth ; to be ta’en forth 
Before the common distribution at 35 
Your only choice. 

Mar. I thank you, General, 

But cannot make my heart consent to take 
A bribe to pay my sword. I do refuse it. 
And stand upon my common part with 
those 

That have beheld the doing. i< 

[A long flourish. They ail cry * Marciii^, 
Marc.us! ’ casl up their caps and 
lances. Cominius and Lartius stand 
bare. 

May these same instruments which you 
profane 

Never sound more! When drums and 
trumpets shall 

I' th’ field prove flatterers, let courts and 
cities be 

Made all of false-fac’d soothing. When steel 
grows 44 

Soft as the parasite’s silk, let him be made 
An overture for th’ wars. No more, 1 say. 
For that 1 have not wash'd my nose that 
bled. 

Or foil’d some debile wretch, which without 
note 

Here’s many else have done, you shout me 
forth 

In acclamations hyperbolical, 31 

As if I lov’d my little should be dieted 
In praises sauc’d with lies. 

Com, Too modest are you ; 

More cruel to your good report than j 
grateful 51 

To us that give you truly. By your patience, 
If ’gainst yourself you be incens’d, we’ll i 
put you— j 

Like one that means his proper harm—in 
manacles, 

Then reason safely with you. Therefore be 
it known, 

As to us, to all the world, that Caius: 
Mardus i 
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[Act 1 

Wears this war’s garland ; in token of the 
which, 60 

My noble steed, known to the camp, I give 
him. 

With all his trim belonging ; and from this 
time. 

For what he did before Corioli, call him 
With all th’ applause and clamour of the 
host, 

Caius Marcius Coriolanus. 65 

Bear th’ addition nobly ever! 

[Flcurisli. Trumpets sound, and drums. 
All, Caius Marcius Coriolanus ! 

Cor. 1 will go wash ; 

And when my face is fair you shall perceive 
Whetlicr I blush or no. Howbeit, 1 thank 
you : 70 

I mean to stride your steed, and at all times 
To undcrcrcst your good addition 
To th’ fairness of my power. 

Com. So, to our tent; 

Where, ere we do repose us, we will write 
To Rome of our success. You, Titus 
Lartius, 75 

Must to Corioli back. Send us to Rome 
The best, with whom we may articulate 
For their own good and ours. 
hart, 1 shall, my lord. 

Cor. The gods begin to mock me. I, that 
now 

Refus’d most princely gifts, am bound to 
beg 80 

Of my Lord General. 

Com. Take’t—’tis yours ; what is’t ? 

Cor. I sometime lay her ; in Corioli 
At a poor man's house ; he us’d me kindly. 
He cried to me ; I saw him prisoner ; 

But then Aufidiiis was within ray view, 85 
And wrath o’erwhclm'd my pity. I request 
you 

To give my poor host freedom. 

Com. O, w'cll begg’d I 

Were he the butcher of my son, he should 
Be free as is the wind. Deliver him, Titus. 
Lart, Marcius, his name ? 

Cor. By Jupiter, forgot! 90 

I am weary ; yea, my memory is tir’d. 
Have we no wine here ? 

Com. Go wc to our tent. 

The blood upon your visage dries; *tis 
time 

It should be look’d to. Come. [ExewU, 

Scene X. The camp of the Volsces, 

A flourish. Cornets, Hnier Tullus Axjfidius 
bloody, with two or three Soldiers. 

Auf, The town is ta’cn. 

1 Sol, ’Twill be deliver’d back on good 
condition. 

Auf, Condition I 

I would I were a Roman; for I cannot. 
Being a Volsce, be that I am. Condition ? 5 
What good condition can a treaty find 
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Scene 10] 

I* th’ part that is at mercy ? Five times, 
Marcius, 

1 have fought with thee; so often hast 
thou beat me; 

And wouldst do so, I think, should we 
encounter 

As often as we cat. By th* elements, lo 
If e'er again 1 meet him beard to heard, 
He's mine or I am his. Mine emulation 
Hath not that honour in’t it had ; for 
where 

1 thought to crush him in an equal force. 
True sword to sword, I'll potch at him some 
way, i 5 

Or wrath or craft may get him. 

1 Sol, He's the devil. 

Auf, Bolder, though not so subtle. My 
valour’s poison'd 

With only suiF'ring stain by him ; for him 
Shall fly out of itself. Nor sleep nor 
sanctuary. 

Being naked, sick, nor fane nor Capitol, -o 
The prayers of priests nor times of sacrifice, 
Embarqucments all of fur>% shall lift up 
Their rotten privilege and custom 'gainst 
My hate to Marcius. Where 1 find him, 
were it 

At home, upon my brother’s guard, even 
there, ^^5 

Against the hospitable canon, W'Ould 1 
Wash my fierce hand in's heart. Go you to 
th’ city ; 

Learn how 'tis held, and what they are 
that must 

Be hostages for Rome. 

1 Sol. Will not you go ? 

Alt/. I am attended at the cypress grove ; 
1 pray you— 3*' 

'Tis south the city mills—bring me word 
thither 

How the world goes, that to the pace of it 
1 may .spur on my journey. 

1 SoL I shall, sir. [Excunf. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Rome. A public place. 

Enter Menenius, with the two Tribunes of 
the people, SiciNius and Brutus. 

Men. The augurcr tells me we shall have 
news to-night. 

Bru. Good or bad ? 

Men. Not according to the prayer of the 
people, for they love not Marcius. 

Sic. Nature teaches beasts to know their 
friends. 5 

Men. Pray you, who docs the wolf love ? 
Sic. The lamb. 

Men. Ay, to devour him, as the hungry 
plebeians would the noble Marcius. 

Bru. He's a lamb indeed, that baes like 
a bear. lo 

Men. He's a bear indeed^ that lives like 


a lamb. You two are old men; tell me one 
thing that 1 shall ask you. 

Both Trib. Well, sir. 

Men. In what enormity is Marcius poor 
in that you two have not in abundance ? 15 
Bru. He's poor in no one fault, but stor'd 
with all. 

Sic. Especially in pride. 

Bru. And topping all others in boast¬ 
ing. 

Men. This is strange now. Do you two 
know how you are censured here in the city 
—I mean of us o* th' right-hand file ? Do 
you ? 21 

Both Trib. Why, how are we censur'd ? 
Men. Because you talk of pride now— 
will you not be angry ? 

Both Trib. Well, well, sir, well. 25 

Men. Why, 'tis no great matter ; for a 
very little thief of occasion will rob you of 
a great deal of patience. Give your disposi¬ 
tions the reins, and be angry at your 
pleasures—at the least, if you take it as 
a pleasure to you in being so. You blame 
Marcius for being proud ? 30 

Bru. We do it not alone, sir. 

Men. 1 know you can do very little alone; 
for your helps arc many, or else your actions 
would grow wondrous single: your abilities 
are too infant-like for doing much alone. 
You talk of pride. O that you could turn 
your eyes toward the napes of your necks, 
and make but an interior survey of your 
good selves ! O that you could ! 37 

Both. What then, sir ? 

Men. Why, then you should discover a 
brace of unmeriting, proud, violent, testy 
magistrates—alias fools—as any in Rome. 

Sic. Menenius, you are known well 
enough too. 42 

Men. 1 am known to be a humorous 
patrician, and one that loves a cup of hot 
wine with not a drop of allaying Tiber in't; 
said to be something imperfect in favouring 
the first complaint, hasty and tinder-like 
upon too trivial motion ; one that converses 
more with the buttock of the night than 
with the forehead of the morning. What I 
think I utter, and spend my malice in my 
breath. Meeting two such wealsmen as you 
arc— 1 cannot call you Lycuirguses—if the 
drink you give me touch my palate ad¬ 
versely, I make a crooked face at it. I 
cannot say your worships have deliver'd 
the matter well, when I find the ass in com¬ 
pound with the major part of your syllables; 
and though I must be content to bear with 
those that say you are reverend grave men, 
yet they lie deadly that tell you you have 
good faces. If you see this in the map of 
my microcosm, follows it tliat 1 am known 
well enough too ? What harm can your 
bisson conspectuities glean out of this 
character, if 1 be known well enough too? 60 
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Brw. Come, sir, come, we know you well 
enough. 

Men. You know neither me, yourselves, 
nor any thing. You are ambitious for poor 
knaves’ caps and legs ; you wear out a 
good wholesome forenoon in hearing a 
cause between an orar.ge-wife and a fosset- 
seller, and then rejourn the controversy of 
threepence to a second day of audience. 
When you are hearing a matter between 
party and party, if you chance to be pinch’d 
with the colic, you make faces like mum¬ 
mers, set up the bloody flag against all 
patience, and, in roaring for a chamber-pot, 
dismiss the controversy bleeding, the more 
entangled by your hearing. All the peace 
you make in their cause is calling both the 
parties knaves. You are a pair of strange 
ones, 

Bru, Come, come, you are well under¬ 
stood to be a perfecter giber for the table 
than a necessary bencher in the Capitol. 7t 

Men. Our very priests must become 
mockers, if they shall encounter such 
ridiculous subjects as you are. When you 
speak best unto the purpose, it is not worth 
the wagging of your beards; and your 
beards deserve not so honourable a grave 
as to stuff a botcher’s cushion or to be 
entomb’d in an ass’s pack-saddle. Yet you 
must be saying Marcius is proud ; who, in 
a cheap estimation, is worth all your pre¬ 
decessors since Deucalion; though per- 
adventure some of the best of ’em were 
hereditary hangmen. God-den to your 
worships. More of your conversation would 
infect my brain, being the herdsmen of the 
beastly plebeians. I will be bold to take my 
leave of you. 

[Bruhts and Sicinius go aside. 
Enter Volumnia, Virgilia, and Valeria. 

How now, my as fair as noble ladies—and 
the moon, w-ere she earthly, no nobler— 
whither do you follow your eyes so fast ? 

VoL Honourable Menenius, my boy 
Marcius approaches ; for the love of Juno 
let’s go. 

Men, Ha ! Marcius coming home ? 95 

VoL Ay, worthy Menenius, and with 
most prosperous approbation. 

Men. Take my cap, Jupiter, and I thank 
thee, Hoo ! Marcius coming home ! 

VoL, Vir, Nay, 'tis true. 100 

VoL Lx)ok, here’s a letter from him ; the 
state hath another, his wife another; and 
I think there's one at home for you. 

Men. I will make my very house reel 
to-night. A letter for me ? 105 

Vir. Yes, certain, there’s a letter for you ; 
I saw’t. 

Men. A letter for me I It gives me an 
estate of seven years’ health; in which 
time 1 will make a Up at the physician. The 
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most sovereign prescription in Galen is but 
empiricutic and, to this preservative, of no 
better report than a horsc-drench. Is he 
not wounded ? He was wont to come home 
wounded. 

Vir. O, no, no, no. 

VoL O, he is wounded, I thank the gods 
for’t. 

Men. So do I too, if it be not too much. 
Brings ’a victory in his pocket ? The 
wounds become him. 

VoL On's brow's, Menenius, he comes the 
third time home with the oaken garland. 
Men. Has he disciplin'd Aufidius soundly ? 
VoL Titus Lartius writes they fought 
together, but Aufidius got off. 1- ^ 

Men. And 'twas time for him too, I’ll 
warrant him that; an he had stay'd by 
him, 1 would not have been so fidius'd for 
all the chests in Corioli and the gold that's 
in them. Is the Senate possess'd of this ? 

VoL Good ladies, let’s go. Yes, yes, yes : 
the Senate has letters from the General, 
wherein he gives my son the whcle name 
of the war ; he hath in this action outdone 
his former deeds doubly. 1^9 

VaL In troth, there's wondrous things 
spoke of him. 

Men. Wondrous ! Ay, I warrant you, and 
not without his true purchasing. 

VTV. The gods grant them true ! 

VoL True ! pow, waw. 134 

Men. True 1 I’ll be sworn they are true. 
Where is he wounded ? [To the Tribunes] 
God save your good w'orships ! Marcius Is 
coming home ; he has more cause to be 
proud. Where is he wounded ? 

VoL r th’ shoulder and i' th' left arm ; 
there will be large cicatrices to show the 
people when he shall stand for his place. 
He received in the repulse of I’arquin seven 
hurts i’ th’ body. 142 

Men. One i’ th’ neck and two i’ th’ 
thigh—there’s nine that I know. 

VoL He had before this last expedition 
twenty-five wounds upon him. 116 

Men. Now it’s twenty-seven ; every gash 
was an enemy’s grave. [A shout and flourish] 
Hark ! the trumpets. 

Vol. These are the ushers of Marcius. 
Before him he carries noise, and behind 
him he leaves tears ; 150 

Death, that dark spirit, in’s nervy arm 
doth lie, 

Which, being advanc’d, declines, and then 
men die. 

AsenneL Trumpets sound» Enter Cominius 
the General, and Titus Lartius ; between 
them, CoRiOLANUS, croum*d with an oaken 
garland ; with Captains and Soldiers and 
a Herald. 

Her. Know, Rome, that all alone Marcius 
did fight 
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Scene 1] 

Within Corioli gates, where he hath won. 
With fame, a name to Cains Mardus ; these 
In honour follows Coriolanus. 15& 

Welcome to Rome, renowned Coriolanus! 

[Flourish, 

AIL Welcome to Rome, renowned 
Coriolanus! 

Cor, No more of this, it does offend my 
heart. 

Pray now, no more. 

Com. Look, sir, your mother ! 

Cor. O, 

You have, I know, petition’d all the gods 
For my prosperity ! [Kneels. 

Vol, Nay, my good soldier, up ; 

My gentle Marcius, worthy Caius, and 
By deed-achieving honour newly nam’d— 
What is it ? Coriolanus must 1 call thee ? 
But, O, thy wife ! 

Cor. My gracious silence, hail 1 

Woiildst thou have laugh'd had 1 come 
coffin’d home, 1^7 

That weep’St to sec me triumph ? Ah, my 
dear, 

Such eyes the widows in Corioli w'ear. 

And mothers that lack sons. 

Men. Now the gods crown thee! 

Cor. And live you yet ? Tfo Valeria] O my 
sweet lady, pardon. 371 

Vol, 1 know not where to turn. 

O, welcome home ! And welcome, General. 
And y’are welcome all. 

Men, A hundred thousand welcomes. I 
could weep 

And I could laugh ; I am light and heavy. 
W elcomc I 

A curse begin at very root on’s heart 17^ 
That is not glad to see thee! You are 
three 

That Rome should dote on; yet, by the 
faith of men, 

We have some old crab trees here at home 
that will not 

Be grafted to your relish. Yet welcome, 
warriors. iSo 

Wc call a nettle but a nettle, and 
The faults of fools but folly. 

Com, Ever right. 

Cor. Mcnenius ever, ever. 

Her, Give way there, and go on. 

Cor. [To his wife and mother] Your hand, 
and yours. 

Ere in our own house I do shade my head. 
The good patricians must be visited ; iso 
From whom 1 have receiv’d not only 
greetings, 

But with them change of honours* 

VoL 1 have lived 

To see inherited my very wishes, 

And the buildings of my fancy ; only jqo 
T here’s one thing wanting, which I doubt 
not but 

Our Rome will cast upon thee. 

Cor. Know, good mother. 


I had rather be their servant in my way 
Than sway with them in theirs. 

Com, On, to the Capitol. 

[Flourish, Comets, Exeunt in state, as 
before, Brutus and Sicinius come 
forward, 

Bru, All tongues speak of him and the 
bleared sights 195 

Are spectacled to see him. Your prattling 
nurse 

Into a rapture lets her baby cry 
While she chats him ; the kitchen malkin 
pins 

Her richest lockram ’bout her reechy neck, 
Ciamb’ring the walls to eye him ; stalls, 
bulks, windows, 200 

Are smother’d up, leads fill’d and ridges 
hors’d 

With variable complexions, all agreeing 
In earnestness to see him. Seid-shown 
flamcns 

Do press among the popular throngs and 

pUlf 204 

To win a vulgar station ; our veil’d dames 
Commit the war of white and damask in 
Their nicely gawded cheeks to th’ wanton 
spoil 

Of Pheebus’ burning kisses. Such a pother, 
As it that whatsoever god who leads him 
Were slily crept into his human powers, 210 
And gave him graceful posture. 

Sic, On the sudden 

I warrant him consul. 

Bru, Then our office may 

During his power go sleep. 

Sic, He cannot tempTately transport his 
honours 

From where he should begin and end, but 
wil 215 

Lose those he hath won. 

Bru, In that there’s comfort. 

Sic, Doubt not 

The commoners, forwliom we stand,but they 
Upon their ancient malice will forget 
With the least cause these his new honours ; 
which 

That he will give them make I as little 
question 2.0 

As he is proud to do’t. 

Bru, I heard him swear, 

Were he to stand for consul, never would he 
Appear i' th’ market-place, nor on him put 
The napless vesture of humility ; 224 

Nor, showing, as the manner is, his w^ounds 
To th’ people, beg their stinking breaths. 
Sic, ’Tis right. 

Bru, It was his word. O, he would miss 
it rather 

Than carry it but by the suit of the gentry 
to him 

And the desire of the nobles. 

Sic. 1 wish no better 

Than have him hold that purpose, and to 
put it 230 
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In execution. 

Bru, 'Tis most like he will. 

Sic. It shall be to him then as our good 
wills: 

A sure destruction. 

Bru, So it must fall out 

To him or our authorities. For an end. 

We must suggest the people in what hatred 
He still hath held them ; that to*s power 
he would 

Have made them mules, silenc’d their 
pleaders, and 

Dispropertied their freedoms; holding 
them 

In human action and capacity 
Of no more soul nor fitness for the world 
Than camels in their war, who have their 
pro\and 

Only for bearing burdens, and sore blows 
For sinking under them. 

Sic, Ihis, as you say, suggested 

At some time when his soaring insolence 
Shall touch the people—which time shall not 
want, 245 

If he be put upon’t, and that's as easy 
As to set dogs on sheep—will be liis fire 
To kindle their dry stubbie; and their 
blase 

Shall darken liim for ever. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Bru. What’s the matter ? 

Mess. You are sent for to the Capitol. 
'Tis thought 

That Marcius shall be consul. 251 

1 have seen the dumb men throng to see 

him and 

The blind to hear him speak ; matrons 
flung gloves. 

Ladies and maids their scarfs and hand- 
kerchers, 254 

Upon him as he pass’d ; the nobles bended 
As to Jove’s statue, and the commons 
made 

A shower and thunder with their caps and 
shouts. 

I never saw' the like. 

Bru. Let's to the Capitol, 

And carry with us ears and eyes for th’ 
time, 259 

But hearts for the event. 

Sic. Have with you. [Excunf, 

Scene II. Rome, The Capitol, 

Enter two Officers, to lay cushions, as it 
were in the Capitol, 

1 Off, Come, come, they are almost here. 
How many stand for consulships ? 

2 Off, Three, they say; but ’tis thought 
of every one Coriolanus will carry it. 

1 Off, That’s a brave fellow; but he's 
vengeance proud and loves not the common 
people. 6, 
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2 Off. Faith, there have been many great 
men that have flatter’d the people, who 
ne’er loved them ; and there be many that 
they have loved, they know not wherefore ; 
so that, if they love they know not why, 
they hate upon no better a ground. There¬ 
fore, for Coriolanus neither to care whether 
they love or hate him manifests the true 
knowledge he has in their disposition, and 
out of his noble carelessness lets them 
plainly see't. 14 

1 Off. If he did not care whether he had 

their love or no, he waved iudift'erently 
'twixt doing them neither good nor harm ; 
but he seeks their hate with greater devo¬ 
tion than they can render it him, and leaves 
nothing undone that may fully discover him 
their opposite. Now to seem to afl'ect the 
malice and displeasure of the people is as 
bad as that which he dislikes—to flatter 
them for their love. 22 

2 Off. He hath deserved worthily of his 
country ; and his ascent is not by such 
easy degrees as those who, having been 
supple and courteous to the people, 
bonneted, without any further deed to have 
them at all, into their estimation and report; 
but he hath so planted his honours in their 
eyes and his actions in their hearts that for 
their tongues to be silent and not confess 
so much were a kind of ingratefuJ injury; 
to report otherwise were a malice that, 
giving itself the lie, would pluck reproof 
and rebuke from every car that heard it. 32 

I Off, No more of him ; he’s a worthy 
man. Make way, they are coming. 

A Sennet. Enter the Patricians and the 
Tribunes of the People, Lictors before 
them; Cohiolanus, Menbnius, Com- 
iNius the Consul. Sicinius and Brutus 
take their places by themselves, Corio^ 
lanus stands. 

Men, Having determin’d of the Volsces, 
and 35 

To send for Titus Lartius, it remains, 

As the main point of this our after-meeting. 
To gratify his noble service that 
Hath thus stood for his country. Therefore 
please you, 

Most reverend and grave elders, to desire 40 
The present consul and last general 
In our well-found successes to report 
A little of that worthy work perform'd 
By Caius Marcius Coriolanus ; whom 
We met here both to thank and to re¬ 
member 45 

With honours like himself. [Coriolanus sits. 

1 Sen, Speak, good Comlnius. 

Leave nothing out for length, and make us 
think 

Rather our state's defective for requital 
Than we to stretch it out. Masters o' th' 
people. 



S^ne 2 ] 

We do request your kindest ears; and, 
after, 50 

Your loving motion toward the common 
body. 

To yield what passes here. 

Sic, We are con\'ented 

Upon a pleasing treaty, and have hearts 
Inclinable to honour and advance 
The theme of our assembly. 

Bru, Which the rather 5 s 

We shall be bless'd to do, it he remember 
A kinder value of the people than 
He hath hereto priz’d them at. 

Men. That’s otf, that's otf : 

I would you rather had been oilent. Please 
you 

To hear Cominius speak ? 

Bru. Most willingly. Co 

But yet my caution was more pertinent 
lhan the rebuke you give it. 

Men. He loves your people ; 

But tie him not to be their bedfellow. 
Worthy Cominius, speak. 

ICorioianus rises, and offers to go away. 
Nay, keop your place. 
1 Sen. Sit, Coriolanus, never shame to 
hear 65 

What you have nobly done. 

Cor, Your Honours’ pardon. 

I had rather have my wounds to heal again 
Than hear say hx w I got them. 

Bru, Sir, I hope 

My words disbcnch’d you not. 

Cor. No, sir ; yet oft. 

When blows have made me stay, I fled from 
words, 7'> 

You rooth’d not, therefore hurt not. But 
your people, 

1 love them as they weigh— 

Mew. Pray now, sit down. 

Cor. 1 had rather have one scratch my 
head i’ th’ sun 

When the alarum were struck than idly sit 
To hear my nothings monster’d. IBxif. 

Men. Masters of the people, 75 

Your multiplying spawn how can he 
flatter— 

That’s thousand to one good one—^when 
you now see 

He had rather venture all his limbs for 
honour 

Than one on’s care to hear it ? Proceed, 
Cominius. 

Com. I shall lack voice; the deeds of 
Coriolanus 80 

Should not be utter’d feebly. It is held 
That valour is the chJefest virtue and 
Most dignifies the haver. If it be, 

The man 1 speak of cannot in the world 64 
Be singly counterpois’d. At sixteen years. 
When Tarquin made a heed for Rome, he 
fought 

Beyond the mark of others; our then 
Dictator. 
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Whom with all praise I point at, saw him 
fight 

When with his Amazonian chin he drove 
The bristled lips before him ; he bestrid 90 
An o’erpress'd Roman and i’ th’ consul's 
view 

Slew three opposers ; Tarquin’s self he met. 
And struck him on his knee. In that day's 
feats, 

When he might act the woman in the scene, 
He prov'd best man i' th* held, and for his 
meed 95 

Was brow-bound with the oak. His pupil age 
Man-ent’rev' thus, he waxed like a sea, 
And in the brunt of seventeen battles since 
He lurch’d all swords of the garland. For 
this last. 

Before and in Corioli, let me say 100 
I cannot speak him home. He stopp’d the 
fliers. 

And by his rare example made the coward 
I’urn terror into sport; as weeds before 
A vessel under sail, so men obey’d 
And fell below his stem. His sword, death’s 
stamp, 105 

Where it did mark, it took; from face to foot 
He was a thing of blood, whose every 
motion 

Was tim'd with dying cries. Alone he 
ent’red 

The mortal gate of th’ city, wliich he 
painted 109 

With shunless destiny ; aidless came off, 
And with a sudden re-enforcement struck 
Corioli like a planet. Now all's his. 

When by and by the din of war 'gan pierce 
His ready sense, then straight his doubled 
spirit 

Re-quick’ued what in flesh was fatigate, 1 1 5 
And to the battle came he ; where he did 
Run recking o’er the lives of men, as if 
’Twere a perpetual spoil; and till we call'd 
Both field and city ours he never stood 
To ease his breast witli panting. 

Men. Worthy man ! 120 

1 Sen. He cannot but with measure fit the 
honours 

Which we devise him. 

Com. Our spoils he kick’d at. 

And look’d upon things precious as they 
were 

The common muck of the world. He covets 
less 

Than misery itself would give, rewards r .’5 
His deeds with doing them, and is content 
To spend the time to end it. 

Men. He’s right noble; 

Let him be call'd for. 

1 Sen. Call Coriolanus. 

Off* He doth appear. 

Reenter Coriolanus. 

Men. The Senate. Coriolanus. are well 
pleas’d 130 
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To make thee consul. 

Cor. I do owe them still 

My life and services. 

Men, It then remains 

That you do speak to the people. 

Cor. I do beseech you 

Let me o'erleap that custom ; for I cannot 
Put on the gown, stand naked, and entreat 
them 135 

For my wounds* sake to give their suffrage. 
Please you 

That I may pass this doing. 

Sic, Sir, the people 

Must have the-r voices; neither will they 
bate 

One jot of ceremony. 

Men. Put them not to’t. 

Pray you go fit you to the custom, and 
Take to you, as your predecessors have. 
Your honour with your form. 

Cor. It is a part 

That I shall blush in acting, and might w'ell 
Be taken from the people. 

Bru. Mark you that ? 

Cor. To brag unto them ‘ Thus 1 did, 
and thus ! * 1.15 

Show them th* unaching scars which 1 
should hide. 

As if I had receiv'd them for the liire 
Of their breath only I 

Men, Do not stand upon’t. 

Wc recommend to you. Tribunes of the 
People, 

Our purpose to them ; and to our noble 
consul K.o 

Wish we all joy and honour. 

Sen, To Coriolanus come all joy and 
honour 1 

[Flourish, Comets, Then exeunt all 
but Sicinius and Brutus, 

Bru, You see how he intends to use the 
people. 

Sic, May they perceive's intent! He will 
require them 

As if he did contemn what he requested 155 
Should be in them to give. 

Brit. Come, we’ll inform them 

Of our proceedings here. On th’ market¬ 
place 

I know they do attend us. [Exeunt, 

Scene III. Rowe. The Foritw. 

Enter seven or eight Citizens. 

1 Cit. Once, if he do require our voices, 
we ought not to deny him, 

2 Cit, We may, sir, if we will. 3 

3 Cit, We have power in ourselves to do 
it, but it is a power that we have no power 
to do; for if he show us his wounds and 
tell us his deeds, we are to put our tongues 
into those wounds and speak for them ; so, 
if he tell us his noble deeds, we must also 
teU him our noble acceptance of them. 
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Ingratitude is monstrous, and for the 
multitude to be ingrateful were to make a 
monster of the multitude ; of the which wc 
being members should bring ourselves to 
be monstrous members. 

1 Cit, And to make us no better thought 
of, a little help will serve ; for once we stood 
up about the corn, he himself stuck not to 
call us the many-headed multitude. i<> 

3 Cit. We have been call'd so of many ; 
not that our heads are some brown, some 
black, some abiam, some bald, but that 
our wits are so diversely colour’d ; and 
truly I think if all our wits were to issue 
out of one skull, they would fly east, west, 
north, south, and their consent of one 
direct way should be at once to all the 
points o’ th’ compass. 

2 CiL Think 011 so ? Which way do you 

judge my wit would fly ? . 5 

3 Cit. Nay, your wit will not so soon out 
as another man’s will—'tis strongly wedg’d 
up in a block-hcad ; but if it were at 
liberty 'twould sure southward. 

2 Cit. Why that way ? 29 

3 Cit. To lose itself in a fog ; w'here being 
three parts melted away with rotten dews, 
the fourth would return for conscience’ sake, 
to help to get thee a wife. 

2 Cit. You are never without your tricks ; 

you may, you may. 34 

3 Cit. Are you all resolv’d to give your 
voices ? But that’s no matter, the greater 
part carries it. I say, if he would incline to 
the people, there was never a worthier man. 

Enter Coriolanus, in a gown of humility, 
with Menenius, 

Here he comes, and in the gown of humility. 
Mark his behaviour. Wc are not to stay 
all together, but to come by him where he 
stands, by ones, by twos, and by threes. 
He’s to make his requests by particulars, 
wherein every^ one of us has a single honour, 
in giving him our own voices with our own 
tongues; therefore follow me, and I’ll 
direct you how you shall go by him. -15 

All, Content, content. [Exeunt Citizens, 

Men, O sir, you are not right; have you 
not known 

The worthiest men have done’t ? 

Cor. What must I say ? 

’ I pray, sir ’—Plague upon’t! 1 cannot 

bring 

My tongue to such a pace. * Look, sir, my 
wounds I 50 

I got them in my country’s service, when 
Some certain of your brethren roar’d, and 
ran 

From th* noise of our own drums.* 

Men. O me, the gods I 

You must not speak of tliat. You must 
desire them 
To think upon you. 
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Scene 3] 


Cor. Think upon me ? Hang 'em ! 
1 would they would forget me, like the 
virtues 5f> 

Which our divines lose by ’em. 

Men. You’ll mar all. 

I'll leave you. Pray you speak to ’em, 1 
pray you, 

In wholesome manner. fExtt. 

Re-enter three of the Citizens. 

Cor. Bid them wash their faces 

And keep their teeth clean. So, here comes 
a brace, ^ o 

You know the cause, sir, of my standing 
here. 

3 at, Wc do, sir; tell us what hath 
brought you to’t. 

Cor. Mine own desert. 

2 at. Your own desert ? t s 

Cor. Ay, not mine own desire. 

3 at. How, not your own desire ? 

Cor. No, sir, 'twas never my desire yet to 
trouble the poor with begging. 

3 at. You must think, if we give you 
anything; we hope to gain by you. ?i 

Cor. Well then, I pray, your price o' th’ 
consulship ? 

1 at. The price is to ask it kindly. 

Cor. Kindly, sir, I pray let me ha’t. I 

have wounds to show you, which shall be 
yours in private. Your good voice, sir; 
what say you ? ?»< 

2 at. You shall ha’ it, worthy sir. 

Cor. A match, sir. There’s in all two 
worthy voices begg’d. I have your alms. 
Adieu. 

3 Cit. But this is something odd. so 

2 at. An 'twerc to give again—but ’tis 

no matter, (Exeunt the three Citizens. 

Re-enter two other Citizens. 

Cor. Pray you now, if it may stand with 
the tune of your voices that 1 may be 
consul, 1 have here the customary gown. 

4 at. You have deserved nobly of your 
country, and you have not deserved nobly. 

Cor. Your enigma ? *<7 

4 at. You have been a scourge to her 
enemies; you have been a rod to her 
friends. You have not indeed loved the 
common people. 90 

Cor. You should account me the more 
virtuous, that I have not been common in 
my love. I will, sir, flatter my sworn 
brother, the people, to earn a dearer 
estimation of them ; ’tis a condition they 
account gentle; and since the wisdom of 
their choice is rather to have my hat than 
my heart, I will practise the insinuating 
nod and be off to them most counterfcitly. 
That is, sir, 1 will counterfeit the bewitch¬ 
ment of some popular man and give it 
bountiful to the desirers. Therefore, 
beseech you 1 may be consuL 100 


5 at. Wc hope to find you our friend; 
and therefore give you our voices heartily. 

4 at. You have received many wounds 
for your country, 104 

Cor. 1 will not seal your knowledge wdth 
showing them. I will make much of your 
voices, and so trouble you no farther. 

Both at. The gods give you joy, sir, 
heartily I [Exeuni Citizens. 

Cor. Most sweet voices ! 

Better it is to die, better to .starve, no 
Than crave the hire which first we do 
deserve. 

Why in this wolvish toge should 1 stand 
here 

To beg of Hob and Dick that do appear 
Their needless vouches ? Custom calls me 
to’t. 

What custom wills, in all things should we 
do't, 113 

The dust on antique time would lie un¬ 
swept. 

And mountainous error be too highly 
heap’d 

For truth to o’erpeer. Rather than fool 
it so, 

Let the high office and the honour go 
To one that would do thus. I am half 
through : i .0 

The one part sufl'ered, the other will I do. 

Re-enter three Citizens more. 

Here come moe voices. 

Your voices. For your voices I have 
fought; 

Watch'd for your voices ; for your voices 
bear 

Of wounds two dozen odd ; battles thrice 
six 1:5 

I have seen and heard of; for your voices 
have 

Done many things, some less, some more. 

Your voices ? 

Indeed, I would be consul. 

6 at. He has done nobly, and cannot go 

without any honest man’s voice. 150 

7 Cif. Therefore let him be consul. The 
gods give him joy, and make him good 
friend to the people 1 

All. Amen, amen. God save thee, noble 
consul! lExeunt Citizens, 

Cor. Worthy voices I 

Re-enter Menenius with Brutus and 
SiCINIUS. 

Men. You have stood your limitation, 
and the tribunes 

Endue you with the people's voice. 

Remains 136 

That, in th' official marks invested, you 
Anon do meet the Senate. 

Cor, Is this done ? 

Sic. The custom of request you have 
discharg'd. 

843 



CORIOLANUS 


[Act 2 


The people do admit you, and are sum¬ 
mon'd Ii «0 

To meet anon, upon your approbation. 
Cor. Where ? At the Senate House ? 
Sic. There, Coriolanus. 

Cor. May 1 change these garments ? 

Sic. You may, sir. 

Cor. That I'll straight do, and, knowing 
myself again. 

Repair to th' Senate House. 145 

Men. TU keep you company. Will you 
along ? 

Bru. We stay here for the people. 

Sic. Fare you well. 

[Exeunt Coriolanus and Kienenius. 
He has it now ; and by his looks methinks 
'Tis warm at's heart. 

Bru. With a proud heart he wore 

His humble weeds. Will you dismiss the 
people ? tso 

Re-enter Citizens. 

Sic. How now% my masters ! Have you 
chose this man ? 

1 Cit. He has our voices, sir. 

Bru. We pray the gods he may deserve 
your loves. 

2 Cit. Amen, sir. To my poor unworthy 

notice. 

He mock'd us when he begg'd our voices. 

3 Cd. Certainly; 155 

He flouted us downright. 

1 Cit. No, 'tis his kind of speech—he did 

not mock us. 

2 Cit. Not one amongst us, save yourself, 

but says 

He us'd us scornfully. He should have 
show’d us 

His marks of merit, wounds receiv’d for’s 
country. lOo 

Sic. Why, so he did, I am sure. 

All. No, no ; no man saw 'cm. 

3 Cit. He said he had wounds which he 

could show in private. 

And with his hat, thus waving it in scorn, 

' I would be consul; ’ says he ‘ aged 
custom Tfi? 

But by your voices will not so permit me; 
Your voices therefore '. When we granted 
that, 

Flere was ' 1 thank you for your voices. 
Thank you, 

Your most sweet voices. Now you have left 
your voices, 

1 have no further with you Was not this 
mockeiY ? 170 

Sic. Why either were you ignorant to 
see't. 

Or, seeing it, of such childish friendliness 
To yield your voices ? 

Bru. Could you not have told him— 
As you were lesson'd—when he had no 
power 

But was a petty servant to the state, 175 
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He was your enemy ; ever spake against 
Your liberties and the charters that you 
bear 

r th' body of the weal; and now, arriving 
A place of potency and sway o' th' state. 
If he should still malignantly remain iSo 
Fast foe to th* plcbeii, your voices might 
Be curses to yourselves ? You should have 
said 

ITiat as his worthy deeds did claim no less 
Than what he stood for, so his gracious 
nature i'<+ 

Would think upon you for your voices, and 
Translate his malice towards you into love, 
Standing your friendly lord. 

Sic. Thus to have said. 

As you were forc-advis'd, had touch’d his 
spirit 

And tried his inclination ; from him pluck'd 
Either his gracious promise, which you 
might, j')o 

As cause had call'd you up, have held him 
to; 

Or else it would have gall’d his surly nature. 
Which easily endures not article 
Tying him to aught. So, putting him to 
rage, 

You should have ta'en th' advantage of his 
choler iy 5 

And pass’d him unclected. 

Brtt. Did you perceive 

He did solicit you in free contempt 
When he did need your loves ; and do you 
think 

That his contempt shall not be bruising to 
you 

When he hath power to crush ? Why, had 
your bodies roo 

No heart among you ? Or had you tongues 
to cry 

Against the rectorship of judgment ? 

Sic. Have you 

Ere now denied the asker, and now again, 
Of him that did not ask but mock, bestow 
Your su’d-for tongues ? ;o 5 

3 Cit. He's not confirm'd : we may deny 
him yet. 

2 Cit. And will deny him ; 
ru have five hundred voices of that sound. 

1 Cif. I twice five hundred, and their 
friends to piece ’em. 

Bru. Get you hence instantly, and tell 
those friends 210 

They have chose a consul that will from 
them take 

Their liberties, make them of no more voice 
Than dogs, that are as often beat for 
barking 

As therefore kept to do so. 

Sic. Let them assemble ; 

And, on a safer judgment, all revoke 
Your ignorant election. Enforce his pride 
And his old hate unto you; besides, forget 
not 



Scene 3] 

With what contempt he wore the humble 
weed ; 

How in his suit he scorn’d you ; but your 
loves, 

Thinking upon his services, took from 
you 

Th’ apprehension of his present portance, 
Which, most gibingly, ungravely, he did 
fashion 

After the inveterate hate he bears you. 

But. Lay 

A fault on us, your tribunes, that we 
labour’d. 

No impediment between, but that you 
must 

Cast your election on him. 

Sic, Say you chose him 

kiore after our commandment than as 
guided 

By your own true affections; and that 
your minds, 

Pre-occupied with what you rather must do 
Than what you should, made you against 
the grain . 

To voice him consul. Lay the fault on us. 

Bru. Ay, spare us not. Say we read 
lectures to you, 

How youngly he began to serve his country. 
How long continued ; and what stock he 
springs of— 

The noble house o’ th' Marcians; from 
whence came 

That Ancus Marcius, Numa’s daughter’s 
son, 

Who, after great Hostilius, here was king ; 
Of the same house Publius and Quintus 
were, 

That our best water brought by conduits 
hither; 

And Censorinus, nobly named so, 

Twice being by the people chosen censor. 
Was his great ancestor. 

Sic, One thus descended, 

That hath beside well in his person wrought 
To be set high in place, we did commend 
To your remembrances; but you have 
found, 245 

Scaling his present bearing with his past. 
That he’s your fixed enemy, and revoke 
Your sudden approbation. 

Bru, Say you ne’er had done’t— 

Harp on that still—but by our putting on ; 
And presently, when you have drawn your 
number, 250 

Repair to th’ Capitol. 

Citizens, We will so ; almost all 

Repent in their election. [Hxeunt Plebeians. 

Bru. Let them go on ; 

This mutiny were better put in hazard 
Than stay, past doubt, for greater. 

If, as his nature is, he fall in rage 255 

With their refusal, both observe and answer 

The vantage of his anger. 

Sic. To th* Capitol, come. 


COWOLANUS 

We will be there before the stream o* th* 
people; 

And this shall seem, as partly *tis, their 
own, 259 

Which we have goaded onward. [Exeunt, 

ACT THREE 
Scene L Rome, A street. 

Cornets, Enter Coriolanus, Menenius, 

all the Gentry, Cominius, Titus Lartius, 

and other Senators. 

Cor. Tullus Aufidius, then, had made new 
head ? 

Lart, He had, my lord ; and that it was 
which caus’d 
Our swifter composition. 

Cor. So then the Volsces stand but as 
at first, 

Ready, when time shall prompt them, to 
make road 5 

Upon’s again. 

Com. They arc worn, Lord Consul, so 
That we shall hardly in our ages see 
Their banners wave again. 

Cor. Saw you Aufidius ? 

Lart. On safeguard he came to me, and 
did curse 9 

Against the Volsces, for they had so vilely 
Yielded the town. He is retir’d to Antium, 

Cor. Spoke he of me ? 

Lart. He did, mv lord. 

Cor. How ? What ? 

Lari, How often he had met you, sword 
to sword ; 

That of all things upon the earth he 
hated 

Your person most; that he would pawn 
his fortunes 15 

To hopeless restitution, so he might 
Be call’d your vanquisher. 

Cor. At Antium lives he ? 

Lart, At Antium. 

Cor. 1 wish I had a cause to seek him 
there, 19 

To oppose his hatred fully. Welcome home. 

Enter SiciNius and Brutus. 

Behold, these are the tribunes of the people, 
The tongues o' th' common mouth. 1 do 
despise them, 

For they do prank them in authority, 
Against all noble sufferance. 

Sic. Pass no furtlier. 

Cor. Ha ! What is that ? 25 

Bru. It will be dangerous to go on—00 
further. 

Cor. What makes this change ? 

Men. The matter ? 

Com. Hath he not pass’d the noble and 
the common ? 

Bru. Cominius, no. 

Cor. Have 1 had children’s voices 7 30 
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1 Sen. Tribunes, give way : he shall to th' 
market-place. 

Bru, The people are incens'd against him. 
Sic. Stop, 

Or all will fall in broil. 

Cor. Are these your herd ? 

Must these have voices, that can yield them 
now 

And straight disclaim their tongues ? What 
are your offices ? 35 

You being their mouths, why rule you not 
their teeth ? 

Have you not set them on ? 

Men. Be calm, he calm. 

Cor. It is a purpos'd thing, and grows by 
plot. 

To curb the will of the nobility ; ?o 

Suffer’t, and live with such as cannot rule 
Nor ever will be rul’d. 

Bru, Cairt not a plot. 

The people cry you mock'd them ; and of 
late. 

When corn was given them gratis, you 
repin’d ; 

Scandal d the suppliants for the people. 

call'd them a a 

Timc-pleasers, flatterers, foes to nobleness. 
Cor. Why, this was known before. 

Bru. Not to them all. 

Cor. Have you inform'd them sithence ^ 
Bru, How ? I inform them ! 

Cow. You are like to do such business. 
Bru, Not unlike 

Bach way to better yours. 

Cor. Why then should 1 be consul ? By 
yond clouds, 30 

Let me deserve so ill as you, and make me 
Your fellow tribune. 

Sic. You show too much of that 

For which the people stir ; if you will pass 
To where you are bound, you must enquire 
your way, 54 

Which you are out of, with a gentler spirit, 
Of never be so noble as a consul, 

Nor yoke with him for tribune. 

Mew. Let's be calm. 

Cow. The people are abus’d; set on. This 
palt'ring 

Becomes not Rome ; nor has Coriolanus 
Deserv’d this so dishonour'd rub, laid 
falsely 60 

1 ’ th’ plain way of his merit. 

Cor. Tell me of corn ! 

This was my speech, and I will speak’t 
again— 

Mew. Not now, not now. 

1 Sen, Not in this heat, sir, now. 

Cor. Now, as I live, 1 will. 

My nobler friends, I crave their par¬ 
dons. 65 

For the mutable, rank-scented meiny, let 
them 

Regard me as I do not flatter, and 
Therein behold themselves. 1 say again, 
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[Act 3 

In soothing them we nourish 'gainst our 
Senate 69 

The cockle of rebellion, insolence, sedition. 
Which we ourselves have plough’d for, 
sow’d, and scatter'd. 

By mingling them with us, the honour'd 
number, 

Who lack not virtue, no, nor power, but that 
Which they have given to beggars. 

Mew. Well, no more. 

1 Sm, No more words, wc beseech you. 
Cor, How ? no more I 

As for my country I have shed my blood, 76 
Not fearing outward force, so shall my 
lungs 

Coin words till their decay against those 
measles 

Which wc disdain should tetter us, yet 
sought 

The very way to catch them. 

Bru, You speak o’ th’ people So 

As if you were a god, to punish ; not 
A man of their infirmity. 

Sic. 'Twere well 

We let the people know’t. 

Mew. What, what ? his choler ? 

Cor. Choler ! 

Were I as patient as the midnight sleep, 85 
By Jove, 'twould be my mind ! 

vSic. It is a mind 

That shall remain a poison where it is. 

Not poison any further. 

Cor. Shall remain I 

Hear you this Triton of the minnows ? 
Mark you 

His absolute ‘ shall ’ ? 

Com, '1 was from the canon. 

Cor. • Shall ' I 00 

O good but most unwise patricians 1 Why, 
You grave but reckless senators, have you 
thus 

Given Hydra here to choose an officer 
That with his peremptory ‘shall being but 
The horn and noise o’ th' monster's, wants 
not spirit 

To say he’ll turn your current in a ditch, 
And make your channel his ? If he have 
power, 

Then vail your ignorance; if none, awake 
Your dangerous lenity. If you are learn’d. 
Be not as common tools ; if you are not, 100 
Let them have cushions by you. You are 
plebeians, 

If they be senators ; and they are no Jess, 
When, both your voices blended, the 
great’st taste 

Most palates theirs. They choose their 
magistrate; 104 

And such a one as he, who puts his * shall', 
His popular * shall against a graver bench 
Than ever frown'd in Greece. By Jove 
himself, 

It makes the consuls base; and my soul 
aches 
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To know, when two authorities arc up. 
Neither supreme, how soon confusion 
M:.y enter 'twixt the gap of both and take 
The one by th’ other. 

Com. Well, on to th’ market-place. 

Cor. Whoever gave that counsel to give 

fOFwh 

The corn o’ th* storehouse gratis, as ’twas 
us’d 

Sometime in Greece— 

Mm. Well, well, no more of that, n 

Cor. Though there the people had more 
absolute pow r— 

1 .say they nourish’d disobedience, fed 
The ruin of the state. 

Bril, Why shall the people give 

One that speaks thus their voice ? 

Cor. ril give my reasons. 

More worthier than their voices. They 
know the corn 12c 

Was not our recompense, resting well 
assur'd 

They ne’er did service for’t; being press’d 
to th* war 

Even when the navel of the state was 
touch’d. 

They would not thread the gates. This kind 
of service 

Did not deserve corn gratis. Being i’ th’ 
war, 1.5 

Their mutinies . nd revolts, wherein they 
show’d 

Most valour, spoke not for them. Th 
accusation 

Which they have often made against the 
Senate, 

All cause unborn, could never be the 
native 

Of our so frank Jonat’on. Well, what then i 
flow shall this bosom multiplied digest 
The Senate's courtesy ? Let deeds express 
What’s like to be their w'ords: ‘ We did 
request it; 

We arc the greater poll, and in true fear 
Th*y gave U’ our demands*. Thus we 
debase 135 

The nature of our scats, and make the 
rabble 

Call our cares fears ; which will in time 
Break ope the locks o' th' Senate and bring 
in 

'Ihe crows to peck the eagles. 

Mew. Come, enough. 

Bru. Enough, with over measure. 

Cor. No, take more. 14f' 

What may be sworn by, both divine and 
human, 

Seal what 1 end withal! This double 
worship, 

Where one part does disdain with cause, 
the other 

Insult without all reason; where gentry, 
title, wisdom. 

Cannot conclude but by the yea and no 145 


Of general ignorance—it must omit 
Real necessities, and give way the while 
To unstable slightness. Purpose so barr’d, 
it follows 

Nothing is done to purpose. Therefore, 
beseech you— 149 

You that will be less fearful than discreet; 
That love the fundamental part of state 
More than you doubt the change on’t; that 
prefer 

A noble life before a long, and wi”h 
To jump a body with a dangerous physic 
That’s sure of death without it—at once 
pluck out 155 

The multitudinous tongue; let them not 
lick 

The sweet which is their poison. Your 
dishonour 

Mangles true judgment, and bereaves the 
state 

Of that integrity which should become’t. 
Not having the power to do the good it 
would, i()o 

For th’ ill which doth control't. 

Bru, Has said enough. 

Sic, Has spoken like a traitor and shall 
answer 
As traitors do. 

Cor, Thou wretch, despite o’crwhelm 
thee I 

What should the people do with these bald 
tribunes, 1O4 

On whom depending, their obedience fails 
To the greater bench ? In a rebellion, 
When what’s not meet, but what must be, 
was law, 

Then were they chosen ; in a better hour 
Let what is meet be said it must be meet, 
And throw their power i’ th’ dust. 170 

Bru, Manifest treason! 

Sic, This a consul ? No. 

Bru, The rediles, ho ! 

Enter an .Edile. 

Let him be apprehended. 

Sic, Co call the people, [Exil A^dilej in 
whose name myself 
Attach thee as a traitorous innovator, 

A foe to th’ public weal. Obey, I charge 
thee, 175 

And follow to thine answer. 

Cor, Hence, old goat! 

Patricians, W’e’ll surety him. 

Com. Ag’d sir, hands off. 

Cor. Hence, rotten thing I or I shall shake 
thy bones 

Out of thy garments. 

Sic, Help, ye citizens ! 

Enter a rabble of Plebeians, with the iEdiles, 

Men. On both sides more respect. 180 

Sic, Here’s he that would take from you 
all your power, 

Bru, Seize him, aediles. 
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Plebeians. Down with him! down with 
him! 

2 Sen. Weapons, weapons, weapons ! 

[They all bustle about Coriolanus. 
AU. Tribunes! patricians! citizens! What, 
ho! Sicinius! Brutus! Coriolanus! Citizens! 

Patricians. Peace, peace, peace; stay, 
hold, peace! i »7 

Men* What is about to be ? lam out of 
breath; 

Confusion’s near; I cannot speak. You 
Tribunes 

To th' people—Coriolanus, patience ! 190 

Speak, good Sicinius. 

Sic. Hear me, people ; peace ! 

Plebeians. Let’s hear our tribune. Peace ! 
Speak, speak, speak. 

Sic. You are at point to lose your 
liberties. 194 

Marcius would have all from you ; Marcius, 
Whom late you have nam’d for consul. 

Men. Fie, fie, fie ! 

This is the way to kindle, not to quench. 

1 Sen. To unbuild the city, and to lay all 
flat. 

Sic. What is the city but the people ? 
Plebeians. True, 

The people are the city. 

Bru. By the consent of all we were 
establish’d 

The people's magistrates. 

Plebeians. You so remain. 

Men. And so are like to do. 

Com. That is the way to lay the city flat. 
To bring the roof to the foundation, 205 
And bury all which yet distinctly ranges 
In heaps and piles of ruin. 

Sic. This deserves death. 

Bru. Or let us stand to our authority 
Or let us lose it. We do here pronounce. 
Upon the part o’ th’ people, in whose power 
We were elected theirs ; Marcius is worthy 
Of present death. 

Sic. Therefore lay hold of him ; 

Bear him to th’ rock Tarpeian, and from 
thence 

Into destruction cast him. 

Brw, .iEdiles, seize him. 

Plebeians. Yield, Marcius, yield. 

Men. Hear me one word; beseech you, 
Tribunes, 215 

Hear me but a word. 

JEd. Peace, peace I 

Men. Be that you seem, truly your 
country’s friend. 

And temp’rately proceed to what you would 
Thus violently redress. 

Bru. Sir, those cold ways, 220 

That seem like prudent helps, are very 
poisonous 

Where the disease is violent Lay hands 
upon him 

And bear him to the rock. 

[Cariolantis dram his sword. 1 


Cor, No : I'll die here. 

There’s some among you have beheld me 
fighting; 

Come, try upon yourselves what you have 
seen me. 2.5 

Men. Down with that sword I Tribunes, 
withdraw awhile. 

Bru. Lay hands upon him. 

Men. Help Marcius, help. 

You that be noble; help him, young and 
o!d. 

Plebeians. Down with him, down with 
him! [In :his mutiny the Tribunes, the 
Aidiles, and the Peop e are beat in. 

Men. Go, get you to your house; be 
gone, away. 230 

All will be nought else. 

2 Sen. Get you gone. 

Ccr. Stand fast; 

We have as many Trends as enemies. 

Men Shall it be put to that ? 

1 Sen. The gods forbid I 

I pr thee, noble friend, home to thy house ; 
Leave us to cure this cause. 

Men. For ’tis a sore upon us 235 

You cannot tent yourself; be gone, 
beseech you. 

Com. Come, sir, along with us. 

Cor. 1 wou’d they were barbarians, as 
they are, 

Though in Rome litter’d. not Romans, as 
they are not, 239 

Though ca ved i' th’ porch o' th' Capitol. 

Men. Be gone. 

ihK not your worthy rage into your tongue; 
One time will owe another. 

Cor. On fair ground 

I could beat forty of them. 

Men. I couM myself 

TiJte up a brace o’ th' best of them ; yea, 
the two tribunes. 

Com. But now 'tis odds b .yond arith¬ 
metic, 245 

And manhood is call’d foolery when it 
staads 

Against a falling fabric. Will you hence. 
Before the tag return ? whose rage doth rend 
Like interrupted waters, and o'erbear 
What they are us’d to bear. 

Men. Pray you be gone. 250 

’ll try whether my old wit be in request 
With those that have but little ; this must 
be patch’d 

With cloth of any colour. 

Com. Nay, come away. 

[Exeunt Coriolanus and Cominius, with 
others. 

Pat. This man has marr’d his fortune. 
Men. His nature is too noble for the 
world: 255 

He would not flatter Neptune for his 
trident, 

Or Jove for's power to thunder. His heart's 
his mouth; 



Scene 1] 

What his breast forges, that his tongue 
must vent; 

And, being angry, docs forget that ever 
He heard the name of death. 2fw 

[A noise within, 

Here's goodly work! 

Pai, I would they were a-bed. 

Men, I would they were in Tiber. 

What the vengeance, could he not speak 
’em fair ? 

Re-enter Brutus and Sktnius, with the 
Rabble again. 

Sic. Where is this v'per 
That would depopulate the city and ^64 
Be every man himself ? 

Men. You worthy Tribunes— 

Sic. He shall be thrown down the 
Tarpeian rock 

With rigorous hands ; he hath resisted law', 
And therefore law shall scorn him further 
trial 

Than the severity of the public power. 
Which he so sets at nought. 

1 at. He shall well know 170 

The noble tribunes are the people’s mouths. 
And we their hands. 

Plebeians. He shall, sure on’t. 

Men. Sir, sir— 

Sic. Peace! 

Men, Do not cry havoc, where you 
should but hunt 275 

With modest warrant. 

Sic. Sir, how comes’t that you 

Have holp to make this rescue ? 

Men, Hear me speak. 

As I do know the consul's worthiness. 

So can 1 name his faults. 

Sic. Consul! What consul ? 

Men. The consul Coriolanus, 

Bru. He consul! 280 

Plebeians. No, no, no, no, no. 

Men. If, by the tribune's leave, and 
yours, good people, 

1 may be heard, 1 would crave a word or 
two: 

The which shall turn you to no further 
harm 

ITian so much loss of time. 

Sic, Speak briefly, then, 285 

For we are peremptory to dispatch 
This viperous traitor; to eject him hence 
Were but one danger, and to keep him here 
Our certain death ; therefore it is decreed 
He dies to-*night. 

Men. Now the good gods forbid 200 
That our renowned Rome, whose gratitude 
Towards her deserved children is enroll’d 
In Jove’s own book, like an unnatural dam 
Should now eat up her own ! 

Sic. He’s a disease that must be cut 
away. 295 

Men. O, he’s a limb that has but a 
disease— 


COWOLANUS 

Mortal, to cut it off; to cure it, easy. 
What has he done to Rome that’s worthy 
death ? 

Killing our enemies, the blood he hath 
lost— 

Which 1 dare vouch is more than that he 
hath 3 <x> 

By many an ounce—he dropt it for his 
country: 

And what is left, to lose it by his country 
Were to us all that do’t and suffer it 
A brand to th’ end o’ th’ world. 

Sic. This is clean kam. 

Bru. Merely awry. When he did love his 
country, 305 

It honour’d him. 

Sic. The service of the foot, 

Being once gangren’d, is not then respected 
For what before it was. 

Bru. We’ll hear no more. 

Pursue him to his house and pluck him 
thence. 

Lest his infection, be ng of catching 
nature, 310 

Spread further. 

Men. One word more, one word ! 

This tiger-footed rage, when it shall find 
Ihe harm of unscann’d swiftness, will, too 
late, 

l ie leaden pounds to's heels. Proceed by 
process. 

Lest parties—as he is belov’d—break out. 
And sack great Rome with Romans, sjo 

Bru. If it were so— 

Sic. What do ye talk ? 

Have we not had a taste of his obedience— 
Our gedilcs smote, ourselves resisted ? 
Come i 

Men. Consider this ; he has been bred 
i’ th’ wars 

Since ’a could draw a sword, and is ill 
school’d 321 

n bolted language; meal and bran 
together 

He throws without distinction. Give me 
leave, 

rU go to him and undertake to bring 
him 

Where he shall answ^er by a lawful form, 325 
In peace, to his utmost peril. 

1 Sen. Noble Tribunes, 

It is the humane way ; the other course 
Will prove too bloody, and the end of it 
Unknown to the beginning. 

Sic. Noble Menenius, 

Be you then as the people's officer. 330 
Masters, lay down your weapons. 

Bru. Go not home. 

Sic. Meet on the market-place. We'll 
attend you there; 

Where, if you bring not Marcius, we’ll 
proceed 
In our first way. 

Men. ru bring him to you, 
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[To the Sena/ors) Let me desire your com¬ 
pany ; he must come, 335 

Or what is worst will follow, 

1 Sen. Pray you let's to him. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene II. Rome. The house of Coriolanus. 
Enter Coriolanus with Nobles. 

Cor. Let them pull all about mine ears, 
present me 

Death on the wheel or at wild horses* heels ; 
Or pile ten hills on the Tarpeian rock. 

That the precipitation might down stretch 
Below the beam of Sight; yet will I still 5 
Be thus to them. 

1 Pat. You do the nobler. 

Cor. I muse my mother 
Does not approve me further, who was 
wont 

To call them woollen vassals, things created 
To buy and sell with groats ; to show bare 
heads 10 

In congregations, to yawn, be still, and 
wonder, 

When one but of my ordinance stood up 
To speak of peace or war. 

En'er Volumnia. 

I talk of you : 

Why did you wish me milder ? Would you 
have me 

False to my nature ? Rather say 1 play 15 
The man I am. 

Vol. O, sir, sir, sir, 

I would have had you put your power weD 
on 

Before you had worn it out. 

Cor. Let go, 

Vol. You might have been enough the 
man you are 19 

With striving less to be so ; lesser had been 
The thwartings of your dispositions, if 
You had not show’d them how ye were 
dispos’d. 

Ere they lack’d power to cross you. 

Cor. Let them hang. 

Vol. Ay, and burn too. 

Enter Menenius with the Senators. 

Men. Come, come, you have been too 
rough, something too rough ; 25 

You must return and mend it. 

1 Sen, There’s no remedy. 

Unless, by not so doing, our good city 
Cleave in the midst and perish. 

Vol, Pray be counsell'd ; 

I have a heart as little apt as yours, 29 
But yet a brain that leads my use of anger 
To better vantage. 

Men, Well said, noble woman ! 

Before he should thus stoop to th' herd, 
but that 

The violent fit o' th' time craves it as physic 
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For the whole state, I would put mine 
armour on. 

Which I can scarcely bear. 

Cor. What must I do ? 35 

Men. Return to th’ tribunes. 

Cor. Well, what then, what then ? 

Men. Repent what you have spoke. 

Cor. P'or them! I cannot do it to the 
gods ; 

Must I then do’t to them ? 

Vol. You are too absolute ; 

Though therein you can never be too noble 
But when extremities speak. I have heard 
you say 41 

Honour and policy, like unsever’d friends, 
r th’ war do grow together; grant that, 
and tell me 

In peace what each of them by th' other 
lose 

That they combine not there. 

Cor. Tush, tush ! 

Men. A good demand. 

Vol. If it be honour in your wars to seem 
The same you are not, which for your best 
ends 47 

You adopt your policy, how is it less or 
worse 

That it shall hold companionship in peace 
With honour as in war : since that to both 
It stands in like request ? 

Cor. Why force you this ? 

Vol, Because that now it lies you on to 
speak 

To th* people, not by your own instruction, 
Nor by th' matter which your heart 
prompts you, 

But with such words that are but roted in 
Your tongue, though but bastards and 
syllables 5^ 

Of no allowance to your bosom's truth. 
Now, this no more dishonours you at all 
Than to take in a town with gentle words, 
Which else would put you to your fortune 
and (>0 

The hazard of much blood. 

I would dissemble with my nature where 
My fortunes and my friends at stake 
requir'd 

I should do so in honour. I am in this 
Your wife, your son, these senators, the 
nobles; 65 

And you will rather show our general louts 
How you can frown, than spend a fawm 
upon 'cm 

For the inheritance of their loves and safe- 
^ard 

Of what that want might ruin. 

Men. Noble lady! 

Come, go with us, speak fair; you may 
salve so, 70 

Not what is dangerous present, but the loss 
Of what is past. 

Vol, I prithee now, my son, > 

Go to them with this bonnet in thy hand ; 
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Scene 2 

And thus far hr.vin^ stretch'd it—here be 
with them— 

Thy knee bussing the stones—for in such 
business 75 

Action is elociuence, and the eyes of th' 
ignorant 

More learned than the ears—waving thy 
head, 

Which often thus correcting thy stout heart 
Now humble as the ripest mulberry 
That will not hold the handling. Or say to 
them 

Thou art their soldier and, being bred in 
broils, 

Hast not the soft way which, thou dost 
confess, 

Were fit for ihee to use, as they to claim. 

In asking their good loves ; but thou wilt 
frame 

Thyself, fors oth, hereafter theirs, so far 
As thou hast power and person. 

Men. This but done 

Even as she speaks, why. their hearts were 
yours; 

For they have pardons, being ask’d, as free 
As words to little purpose. 

VoL Prithee now, 

G'^, and be rul’d; although 1 know thou 
hadst rather 

Follow thin. enemy in a tiery gulf 
Than tlattcr him in a bower. 

Enter Comini us. 

Here is Cominius. 

Com. I have been i’ th' market-place; 
and, sir, 'tis lit 

You make strong party, or defend yourself 
By calmness or by absence ; all’s in anger. 

Men. Only fair speech. 

Com. I think ’twill serve, if he 

Can thereto frame his spirit. 

Vo/. He must and will. 

Prithee now, say you will, and go about it. 

Cor, Must I go show them my unbarb’d 
sconce ? Must I 

With my base tongue give to my noble 
heart 

A lie that it must bear ? Well, I will do’t; 
Yet, were there but this single plot to lose. 
This mould of Marciiis, they to dust should 
grind it, 

And throw't against the wind. To th' 
market-place I 

You have put me now to such a part which 
never 

I shall discharge to th' life. 

Com. Come, come, we'll prompt you. 

VoU I prithee now, sweet son, as thou 
hast said 

My praises made thee first a soldier, so. 

To have my praise for this, perform a part 
Thou hast not done before. 

Cor. Well, I must do't. i lo | 

Away, my disposition, and possess me ' 


Some harlot's spirit l My throat of war be 
turn’d, 

Which quier’d with my drum, into a pipe 
Small as an eunuch or the virgin voice 
That babies lulls asleep ! Ihe smiles of 
knaves i ^ ^ 

Tent in my cheeks, and schoolboys’ tears 
take up 

The glasses of my sight! A beggar's tongue 
Make motion through my lips, and my 
arm'd knees, uy 

Who bow’d but in mv stirrup, bend like bis 
That hath receiv’d an alms ! 1 will not do’t. 
Lest I surcease to honour mine own truth. 
And by my body’s action teach my mind 
A most inherent baseness. 

VoL At thy choice, then. 

To beg of thcc, it is my more dishonour 
Than thou of them. Come all to rum. Let 
Thy mother rather feci thy pride than fear 
Thy dr.ngerous stoutness; for I mock at 
death 

With as big heart as thou. Do as thou list. 
Thy valiantness was mine, thou suck’dst it 
from me; 

But owe thy pride thyself. 

Cor. Pray be content. J30 

Mother, I am going to tlie market-place ; 
Chide me no more. I’ll mountebank their 
loves. 

Cog their hearts from them, and come home 
bclov’d 

Of all the trades in Rome. Look, 1 am 
going. 

Commend me to my wife. I’ll return 

consul, 135 

Or never trust to what my tongue can do 
r th' w^ay of flattery nrther. 

VoL Do your will. [Exit, 

Com. Away I The tribunes do attend 
you. Arm yourself 

To answer mildly ; tor they arc prepar’d 
With accusations as 1 hear, more strong 

Than are upon you yet. i.<i 

Cor. The word is ‘ mildlyPray you let 
us go. 

Let them accuse me by invention ; I 
Will answer in mine honour. 

Men. Ay, but mildly. 141 

Cor. Well, mildly be it then—mildly. 

lExeunl. 

Scene III. Rome. The Forum. 
Enter Sicinius and Brutus. 

Bru. In this point charge him home, that 
he affects 

Tyrannical power. If he evade us there. 
Enforce him with his envy to the people, 
And that the spoil got on the Antiates 
Was ne’er distributed. 5 

Enter ayi Aidile. 

What, will he come ? 
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jEd, He*s coining 

Bm. How accompanied ? 

Aid, With old Mcnenius, and those 
senators 

That always favour’d him. 

Sic. Have you a catalogue 

Of all the voices that we have procur'd. 
Set down by th’ poll ? 

I ha\T ; 'tis ready, i 
Src. Have you collected them by tribes ? 
jEd, 1 have. 

Sic. Assemble presently the people hither; 
And when they hear me say ‘ It shall be so 
I' th' righi: and strength o’ th’ commons ’ 
be it either 

For death, for fine, or banishment, then let 
them, 

If I sav nne, cry ‘ Fine! ’—if death, erv 
‘ Death! ’ 

Insisting on the old prerogative 
And power i’ th’ truth o’ th’ cause. 

jEd. I shall inform them. 

Bru. And when such time they have 
begun to cry, k) 

Let them not cease, but with a din confus’d 
Enforce the present execution 
Of ivhat we chance to sentence. 
jEd. Very well. 

Sic. Make them be strong, and ready for 
this hint. 

When we shall hap to give’t them. 

Bru. Go about it. 

{Exit JEdile. 

Put him to choler straight. He hath been 
us’d 25 

Ever to conquer, and to have his worth 
Of contradiction; being once chaf'd, he 
cannot 

Be rein’d again to temperance; then he 
speaks 

What’s in his heart, and that is there which 
looks 

With us to break his neck. 

Enter Coriolanus, Menkni us, and Com- 
iNius, with Others. 

Sic. Well, here he comes, 30 

Men. Calmly, I do beseech you. 

Cor. Ay, as an ostler, that for th' poorest 
piece 

Will bear the knave by th’ volume. Th’ 
honour'd gods 

Keep Rome in safety, and the chairs of 
justice 

Supplied with worthy men ! plant love 
among's I 35 

Throng our large temples with the shows of 
peace. 

And not our streets with war ! 

1 Sen. Amen, amen ! 

Men. A noble wish. 

Re-^nter (he iEdile, with the Plebeians. | 
Sic. Draw near, ye people. i 
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JBd. List to your tribunes. Audience ! 

peace, 1 say I 
Cor. First, hear me speak. 

Both Tri. Well, say. Peace, ho I 

Cor. Shall I be charg’d no further chan 
this present ? 42 

Must all determine here ? 

Sic. I do demand, 

If you submit you to the pjople’s voices, 
Allow their officers, and are content 45 

To suffer lawful censure for such faults 
As shall be prov'd upon you. 

Cor. i am content. 

Men. Lo, citizens, he says he is content. 
The warlike service he has done, consider ; 
think 

Upon the wounds his body bears, which 

show 50 

Like graves i’ th' holy churchyari. 

Cor. Scratches with briers. 

Scars to move laughter only. 

Men. Consider further. 

That when he speaks not like a citizen, ss 
You find him like a soldier : do not take 
His rougher accents for malicious sounds. 
But, as 1 say, such as become a soldier 
Rather than envy you. 

Com Well, well! No more. 

Cor. What is the matter. 

That being pass’d for consul with full voice, 
I am so dishonour’d that the very hour 60 
You take it off again ? 

Sic. Answer to us. 

Cor. Say then ; ’t»s true. I ought so. 

Sic. We charge you that you have con¬ 
triv’d to take 

From Rome all season'd office, and to wind 
Yourself into a power tyrannical; (.5 

For which you are a traitor to the people. 
Cor. How—traitor 7 

Men. Nay, temperately ! Your promise. 
Cor. The fires i' th’ lowest hell fold in the 
people! 

Call me their traitor! Thou injurious 
tribune! 

Within thine eyes sat twenty thousand 
deaths, 70 

In thy hands clutch’d as many millions, in 
Thy lying tongue both numbers, I would 
say 

‘ Thou liest' unto thee with a voice as free 
As I do pray the gods. 

Sic. Mark you this, people ? 

Plebeians. To th* rock, to th' rock, with 
him! 75 

Sic. Peace! 

We need not put new matter to his charge. 
What you have seen him do and heard him 
speak, 

Beating your officers, cursing yourselves, 
Opposing laws with strokes, and here 
defying 80 

Those whose great power must try him — 
even this. 
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So criminal and in such capital kind. 
Deserves th’ extremest death. 

Bru. But since he hath 

Serv'd well for Rome— 

Cor. What do you pr::te of service ? 
Bm. I talk of that that know it. 

Cor, You ! 

Men. Is this the promise that you made 
your mother ? 

Com. Ki.ow, I pray on— 

Cor. ril know no further. 

Let them pronounce the steep Tarpeian 
death, 

Vagabond exile, flaying, ent to linger 
But with a gram a day, I would not buy 
Their mercy at the price of one fair word. 
Nor check my courage for what they can 
give, 

To have’r with saying ‘ Goo morrow*. 

Sic. For that he has— 

As much as in him lies—from time to time 
Envied against the people, seeking means 
To pluck away their power ; as now' at last 
Given hostile strokes, and that no: in the 
presence 

Of dreaded justice, but on the ministers 
That do distribute it—in the name o’ th 
people, too 

And in the power of us the tribunes, we, 
Ev’n from this instant, banish him our city. 
In peril ot precipitation 
From off the rock Tarpeian, never more 
To enter our Rome gates. 1 ' th’ people’s 
name, 105 

I say it shall be so. 

Plebeians. It shall be so, it shall be so! 
Let him away! 

lie's banish’d, and it shall be so. 

Com. Hear me, my masters and my 
common friends— 

Sic. He’s sentenc’d ; no more hearing. 
Com. Let me speak. 

I have been consul, and can show for Rome 
Her enemies’ marks upon me. 1 do love 
My country'., good with a respect more 
tender, 

More holy and profound, than mine own 
life. 

My dear wife’s estimate, her womb's 
increase 115 

And treasure of my loins. Then if I would 
Speak that— 

S'ic. Wc know your drift. Speak what ? 

Bru. There’s no more to be said, but he is 
banish’d. 

As enemy to the people and lus country. 

It shall be so. 120 

Plebeians, It shall be so, it shall be so. 
Cor. You common cry of curs, whose 
breath 1 hate 

As reek o* th’ rotten fens, whose loves I 
prize 

As the dead carcasses of unburied men 
That do corrupt my air —1 banish you. 125 


And here remain with your uncertainty I 
Let every feeble rumour shake your hearts ; 
Your enemies, with nodding of their plumes. 
Fan you into despair I Have the power still 
To banish your defenders, till at length 130 
Your ignorance—which finds not till it 
feels, 

Making but re.servation of yourselves 
Still your own foes—deliver you 
As most abated captives to some nation 134 
That won you without blows ! Despising 
For you tlie city, thus I turn my back ; 
There is a world elsewhere. 

[Exeunt CoriolanuSf Cominius, Men- 
enius, with the other Patricians, 
yEd. The people’s enemy is gone, is gone I 
{They all shout and throw up their caps. 
Plebeians Our enemy is banish’d, he is 
gone ! H 00-00 ! 

Sic, Go see him out at gates, and follow 
him, i4‘> 

As he hath follow'’d you, with all despite; 
Give him deserv'd vexation. Let a guard 
Attend us through the city. 

Plebeians. Come, come, let': see him out 
at ates ; come I 

The gods preserve our noble tribunes I 
Come. [ExeunL 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Rome, Before a gate of the city. 

Enter Coriolanus, Volumnia, Virgilia, 
Menenius, Cominius, with the young 
Nobility of Rome. 

Cor. Come, leave your tears; a brief 
farewell. The beast 

With many heads butts me away. Nay, 
mother, 

Where is your ancient courage ? You were 
us'd 

To say extremities was the trier of spirits ; 
That common chances common men could 
bear; 5 

That when the sea was calm all boats alike 
Show’d mastership in floating; fortune’s 
blows, 

When most struck home, being gentle 
wounded craves 

A noble cunning. You were us’d to load roe 
Witli precepts that would make invincible 
The heart that conn’d them. ji 

Vir. O heavens ! O heavens ! 

Cor. Nay, I prithee, woman— 

Vol. Now the red pestilence strike all 
trades in Rome, 

And occupations perish! 

Cor. What, what, what! 

I shall be lov’d when I am lack’d. Nay, 
mother, 15 

Resume that spirit wLen you were wont 
to say. 

If you had been the wife of Hercules, 
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Six of his labours you'd have done, and 
sav'd 

Your husband so much sweat* Cominius, 
Droop not; adieu. Farewell, my wife, my 
mother. 20 

ril do well yet. Thou old and true 
Mcnenius, 

Thy tears are salte»* than a younger man's 
And venomous to thine eyes. My sometime 
General, 

I have seen thee stern, and thou hast oft 
beheld 

Heart-hard'ning spectacles ; tell these sad 
women 25 

'Tis fond to wail inev'iable strokes. 

As 'tis to laugh at ’em. My mother, you wot 
well 

My hazards still have been your solace ; 
and 

Believe t not lightly—though I go alcne, 
Like to a lone-y dragon, that liis fen 3^' 

Makes fear’d and talk’d of more than 

seen—your son 

Will :t exceed the common or be caught 
With cauteious baits and practice. 

Vol. My first son, 

Whither wilt thou go ? Take good 

Cominius 

With thee awhile; determine on some 
course 35 

More than a wi*d expost urc to each chance 
That starts i' th' way before thee. 

Vir. O the gods ! 

Com. ru follow thee a month, devise 
with thee 

Where thou shalt rest, that thou mayst 
hear of us, 3 '; 

And we of thee; so, if the time thrust 
forth 

A cause for thy repeal, we shall not send 
O'er the vast world to seek a single man. 
And lose advantage, wh ch doth ever cool 
I' th* absence of the needer. 

Cor. Fare ye well; 

Thou hast years upon thee, and thou art 
too full 45 

Oi the wars' surfeits to go rove with one 
ITiat’s yet unbruis’d; bring me but out 
at gate. 

Come, my sweet wife, my dearest mother, 
and 

My friends of noble touch; when I am 
forth. 

Bid me farewell, and smile. 1 pray you 
come. 50 

While I remain above the ground you shall 
Hear from me still, and never of me aught 
But what is like me formerly. 

Men. That’s worthily 

As any ear can hear. Come, let's not 
weep. 

If I could shake off but one seven years 55 
From these old arms and legs, by the good 
gods, 
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I'u with thee every foot. 

Cor. Give me thy hand. 

Come. [Hxcunf. 

ScE.NE II. Rome. A street near the gate. 

Enter the two Tribunes, SiciNius and 
Bkutus, with the /Edile. 

Sic. Bid them all h'me ; he's gone, and 
we’il no further. 

The nobility are vex'd, whom we L;ec have 
sided 
In his behalf. 

Bru. Now wo have shown our power, 
Let us seem humbler af:er it is done 
i han when it was a-doing. 

Sic. Bid them home. 5 

Say their great enemy is gone, and they 
Stand in their ancient strength. 

Bru. Dismis. th m home. 

[Exit Aidile, 

Here comes his mother. 

Enter Volumnia, Virgilia, and Menenius. 

Sic. Let’s not meet her. 

Bru. Why ? 

Sic. They say she’s mad. 

Bru. They have ta’en note of us ; keep 
on your way. 

Vol. O, y'c.re well met; th* hoarded 
plague o' th' gods 
Requite your love I 
Men. Peace, peace, be not so loud. 
Vol If tlut I could for weeping, you 
should hjar— 

Nay, and you shall hear some. [To Brntus] 
Will you be gone ? 

Vir. [To Siciniws] You shall stay too. 1 
would 1 had the power 15 

To say so to my husband. 

Sic. Are you mankind ? 

Vol. Ay, fool; is that a shame ? Note 
but this, fool: 

Wa 3 not a man my father ? Hadst thou 
foxship 

Tc banish him that struck more blows for 
Rome 

Than thou hast spoken words ? 

Sic. O blessed heavens ! 20 

Vol. Moe noble blows than ever thou wise 
wordj ; 

And for Rome's good. I’ll tell thee what— 
yet go! 

Nay, but thou c!*alt stay too. I would my 
son 

Were in Arabia, and thy tribe before him. 
His good sword in his hand. 

Sic. What then ? 

Vir. What then I 25 

He'd make an end of thy posterity. 

Vol. Bastards and all. 

Good man, the wounds that he does bear 
for Rome 1 

Men. Come, come, peace. 
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Sic* I would he had continued to hi! 
country 3« 

As he began, and not unknit himself 
The noble knot he made. 

Bru, I would he had 

VoL ‘ 1 would he had ’ ! ’Twas you 
incens’d the rabble— 

Cats that can judge as fitly of his worth 
As I can of those mysteries which heaven 
Will not have earth to know. 

Bric Pray, let*s go 

Voi. Now, pray, sir, get you gone ; 

You have done a brave deed. Ere you go, 
hear this : 

As far as doth the Capitol exceed 
The meanest house in Rome, so far my 
son— 4 '' 

This lady’s husband here, this, do you 
see f— 

Whom you have banish’d docs exceed you 
all. 

Bm. Well, well, wc’ll leave you. 

Sk\ Why stay wc to be baited 

With one that wants her wits ? 

[E.\vu)ii Tribunes. 

VoJ. Take my prayers with you. 

I would the gods had nothing els., to do 
But to confirm my curses. Could 1 mee. ’em 
But once a day, it wouid unclog my heart 
Oi what lies heavy to’t. 

Mtui. You iiavc told them home, 

And, by my troth, you h vc cause. You’d 
. up wii-h me ? 

VoL Angcr'o my meat; I sup upon 
myself. 

And so sh: 11 otarv, with feeding. Come, 
let’s go. 

L-avo this faint puling and lament as 1 do. 
In anger, Juno-like. Come, come, come. 

fE.xeuul Volumnia and Virgilia. 
Men. Fie, fie, fie ! lExt» 

SciiNU * 11 . A higlweay between Rome and 
Antium. 

Ether a Roman and a Volsce, meeting. 

Rom. 1 know you well, sir. and you know 
me : your name, I think, is Adrian. 

Vols. It is so, sir. Truly, 1 have forgot 
you. 

Rom. i am a Roman ; and my services 
are, as you are, against 'em. Know you me 
yet ? s 

Vols. Nicanor ? No I 
Rom- The same, sir. 

Vois. You had more beard when I last 
saw you, but your favour is >vel* appear'd 
by your tongue. What’s the news in Rome? 
1 have a note from the Volscian state, to 
find you out there You have well saved me 
a day’s ourney. 

Rom There hath been in Rome strange 
insurrections: the people against the 
senators, patricians, and nobles. 


Vols. Hath been! is it ended, then ? 
Our state thinks not so; they are in a 
most warlike prepa.ation, r.nd hope to 
com2 up.n them in the heac of their 
d vi:.ion. i7 

Rom. The main blaze of it is past, but a 
small thing would make it flame again ; for 
-he nobles receive so to heart the banish- 
men: of that worthy Corioianus that they 
a.e in a ripe aptness to take all power from 
"he people, and to plu:k trom them their 
tribunes for ever. This lies glowing, I can 
tell you, and is almost mature for the violent 
b caking out. 24 

Vols. Corioianus bani:;h'd I 

Rom. Banish’d, sir. 

Vols. Yo-. wid bo welcome with this 
ntelligencc, Nicanor. 

Rom. The day serves well tor them now, 
* have heard it said the fittest t me to 
cof.upt a man’s wire i:3 when she’s iali’n 
ouc with her husband. Your noble TuUus 
(\iifidiiis will appear well hi these wars, his 
great opposer, Corioianus, being now m 
no request of his country. 

Vols. He cannot choose. I am most 
fortunate bus accidentally to encounter 
you ; you have ended my bus ness, and 1 
will merrily accompv.ny you h. me. 36 

Rom. I :hal between this and supper tell 
you most strange things Tom Rome, all 
(ending to the good o; their adversaries. 
Have you an army ready, say you ? 

Vols. A most royal one: the centurions 
a d their charges, distinctly billeted, 
alrcr.dy in th’ entertainment, and to be on 
»oot at an hour’s wa.ning. 42 

Rom. I am joyful to hear of their readi¬ 
ness, and am the m-.n, 1 think, that shall 
set hem in present action. So, sir, heartily 
well met, and most glad of your company. 

Vofs. You lake my part from me, sir. I 
have the mast cause to be glad of yours. 47 

R. m. Well, iCt us go together. (Excun?. 

Scene IV. Ant.um. Before Aufidius*s 
house. 

Enler Coriolanus in mean apparel, 
disguis'd and muffled. 

Cor. A good y city s .his Antium. City, 
'Tis 1 that made thy widows ; many an 
heir 

Of these fair edifices ore my wars 
Have I heard groan and drop. Then know 
me not. 

Lest that thy wives with spits and boys 
with stones, 5 

In puny battle slay me. 

Enier a Citizen. 

Save you, sir. 

at. And you. 

Cor. Direct me, if it be your will. 
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Where great Autidius lies. Is he in Antium 
Cit* He iSf and feasts the nobles of th 
state 

At his house this night. 

Cor. Which is his house, beseech you 
Cit. This here before you. 

Cor. Thank you, sir; farewell 

[Exii Citizen 

0 world, thy slippery turns ! Friends nov 
fast sworn. 

Whose double bosoms seems to wear on^ 
heart, 

Whose hours, whose bed, whose meal and 
exercise 

Are still together, who twin, as 'twere, in 
love i 

Unseparable, shall within this hour. 

On a dissension of a doit, break out 
To bitterest ^nmity ; so fellest foes. 

Whose passions and whose plots hav< 
broke their sleep i 

To take the one the other, by some chance 
Some trick not worth an egj, shad grow 
dear friends 

And interjoin their issues. So with me: 
My birthplace hate 1, and my love’s upon 
This enemy town. I’ll enter. If he slay me, 
He does fair justice ; if he give me way, 25 
1*11 do his country service. fExii 

Scene V. Ani.um. Aufid'us's house 
Music plays. Enter a Serv ngman. 

1 Serv. Wine, wine, wine ! What service 
is here ! 1 think our fellows are asleep. 

(Exit 

Enter another Servingman. 

2 Serv, Where's Cotus ? My master calls 

for him. Cotus ! [Exit. 

Enter Coriolanus. 

Cdr. A goodly house. The feast smells 
well, but 1 

Appear not like a guest. 

Re-enter the first Serv-ngman. 

1 Serv, What would you have, friend ? 

Whence are you ? Here’s no place for you : 
pray go to the door. [Exit. 

Cor. I have deserv’d no better entertain* 
ment 

In being Coriolanus. 10 

Re-enter second Servant. 

2 Serv, Whence are you, sir ? Has the 
porter his eyes in his head that he gives 
entrance to such companions ? Pray get 
yoi: out. 

Cor. Away! 

2 Serv. Away ? Get you away. 15 

Cor. Now th’ art troublesome. 

2 Serv. Are you so brave ? I'll have you 
talk’d with anon* j 
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Enter a third Serv ngman. The first meets 
him. 

3 Serv. What fellow's this ? 19 

1 Serv. A strange one as ever I look'd on. 
I cannot get h m out o’ th’ house. Prithee 
cal’ my master to him. 

3 Serv. What have you to do here, fellow? 
Pray you avoid the house. 

Cor. Let me but stand—I will not hurt 
your hearth. 

3 Serv. What arc you ? 

Cor. A gentleman. 

3 Serv. A marv'llous poor one. 

Cor. I'ruc, so 1 am. 29 

3 Sert>. Pray you, poor genfeman, take 
up some other station ; here’s no place for 
you. Pray you avoid. Come. 

Cor. Follow your funct.on, go and batten 
on cold bits. IPurhes him away from him. 

1 Serv. What, you will not ? Prithee tell 

my master what a strange guest he has 

here. 3 ‘, 

2 Serv. And 1 shall. [Exii. 

3 Serv. Where dwell’st thou ? 

Cor. Under the canopy. 

3 Serv. Under the canopy ? 

Cor. Ay. 4 c 

3 Stnv. Where’s that ? 

Cor. r th’ city of kites and crows. 

3 Serv. 1’ th’ city of kites and crows I 
What an ass it is I Then thou dweU'st with 
daws too ? 

Cor. No, I serve not thy master. 45 

3 Serv. How, sir! Do you meddle with 
my master ? 

Cor. Ay ; 'tis an honester service than to 
meddle with thy mistress. Thou prat’st and 
prat’st; serve with thy trencher ; hence 1 
[Beats him away. 

Enter Aufidius with the second Servingman. 

Auf. Where is this fellow ? 3,1 

2 Seri’. Here, sir; I’d have beaten him 
like a dog, but for disturbing the lords 
within. 

Auf. Whence corn's! thou ? What 
wouldst thou ? Thy name ? 

Why speak’st not ? Speak, man. What's 
thy name ? 

Cor. [Unmufflin^] If, Tulliis, 

Not yet thou know'st me, and, seeing me, 
dost not vs 

Think me for the man I am, necessity 
Commands me name myself. 

Auj‘. What is thy name ? 

Cor. A name unmusical to the Volscians’ 
ears, 

And harsh in sound to thine. 

Aw/. Say, what's thy name ? 

Thou hast a grim appearance, and thy 
face 

Bears a command in’t; though thy tackle’s 
torn^ 61 
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Thou show'st a noble vessel. What*s thy 
name ? 

Cor. Prepare thy brow to frown—know'st 
thou me yet ? 

Auf, I know thee not. Thy name ? 

Cor. My name is Caius Marcius. who hath 
done 05 

To thee particularly, and to all the Volsces, 
Great hurt and mischief; thereto witness 
may 

My surname, Coriolanus. The painful 
service. 

The extreme clangers, and the drops of 
blood 

Shed for my thankless country, are re¬ 
quited 70 

But with that surname—a gocid memory 
And witness of the malice and displeasure 
Which thou shouldst bear me. Only that 
name remains ; 

Ihe cruelty and envy of the people, 
Permitted by our dastard nobles, w'ho 75 
Have all forsook me, hath devour’d the rest. 
And suffer’d me by th’ voice of slaves to be 
Whoop’d out of Rome. Now this extremity 
Hath brought me to thy hearth ; not out 
of hope, 

Mistake me not, to save my life ; for if i>o 
I had fear’d death, of all the men i’ th* 
world 

1 would have ’voided thee; but in mere 
spite. 

To be full c^uit of those my banishers, 
Stand I before thee here. Then if thou hast 
A heart of wreak in thee, that wilt revenge 
Thine ow u particular wrongs and stop those 
maims bc 

Of shame seen through thy country, speed 
thee straight 

And make my misery serve thy turn. So 
use it 

That my revengeful services may prove 
As benefits to thee ; for 1 will fight 
Against mv cank’red country with the 
spleen 

Of all the under fiends. But if so be 
Thou dar’st not this, and that to prove 
more fortunes 

Th’art tir’d, then, in a word, I also am 
Longer to live most weary, and present ' 
My throat to thee and to thy ancient malice: 
Which not to cut would show thee but a 
fool, 

Since I have ever followed thee with hate. 
Drawn tuns of blood out of thy country’s 
breast, 1 

And cannot live but to thy shame, unless 1001 
It be to do thc'e service. 

Auf. O Marcius, Marcius ! 

Each word thou hast spoke hath weeded 
from my heart 

A root of ancient envy. If Jupiter 
Should from yond cloud speak divine 
things. 
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And say * ’Tis true I’d not believe them 
more 105 

Than thee, all noble Marcius. Let me twine 
Mine arms about that body, where against 
My grained ash an hundred times hath 
broke 

And scarr’d the moon with splinters ; here 
1 clip 

The anvil of my sword, and do contest no 
As hotly and as nobly with thy love 
As ever in ambitious strength I did 
Contend against thy valour. Know thou 
first, 

1 lov’d the maid I married ; never man 
Sigh’d truer breath ; but that 1 see thee 
here, 115 

Thou noble thing, more dances my rapt 
heart 

Than when 1 first my w edded mistress saw 
Bestride my threshold. Why, thou Mars, I 
tell thee 

We have a power on foot, and 1 had purpose 
Once more to hew thy target from thy 
brawn, no 

Or lose mine arm for’t. Thou hast heat me out 
Twelve sen eral times, and 1 have nightly 
since 

Dreamt of encounters ’twixt thyself and 
me— 

We have been down together in my sleep, 
Vnbnckling helms, fisting each other’s 
throat— 125 

And wak’d half dead with nothing. Worthy 
Marcius, 

Had we no other quarrel else to Rome but 
tha. 

Thou art thence banish’d, we would muster 
all 

From twelve to seventy, and, pouring war 
Into the bowels of ungrateful Rome, 130 
Like a bold flood o’erbea . O, come, go in, 
And take our friendly senators by th* hands. 
Who now are here, taking their leaves of me 
Who am prepar’d against your territories, 
Though not for Rome itself. 

Cor. You bless me, gods ! 13.5 

Auf, Therefore, most absolute sir, if thou 
wilt have 

The leading of thine own revenges, take 
Th’ one half of my commission, and set 
down— 

As best thou art experienc’d, since thou 
know’st 

Thy country's strength and w'eakness— 
thine own ways. 

Whether to knock against the gates of 

Rome, T4T 

Or rudely visit them in parts remote 
To fright them ere destroy. But come in ; 
Let me commend thee first to those that 
shall 

Say yea to thy desires. A thousand 

welcomes I 145 

And more a friend than e’er an enemy ; 
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Yet, Marcius. that was much. Your hand ; 
most welcome I 

(Exeunt Coriofanus and Atifidius. 

The two Servingmen come forward, 

1 Serv, Here's a strange alteration ! 

2 Serv, By my hand, I had thought to 
have strucken him with a cudgel; and yet 
my mind gave me his clothes made a false 
report of him. 

1 Serv. What an arm he has ! He turn’d 
me about with his finger and his thumb, a 
one would set up a top. 

2 Serv, Nay. 1 knew by his face that there 

was something in him ; he had, sir, a kind 
of face, methought—I cannot tell how to 
term it. J5‘> 

1 Seri;. He had so, looking as it were— 
Would I were hang’d, but I thought there 
was more in him than 1 could think. 

2 Serv. So did 1, I'll be sworn. He is 
simply the rarest man i' th’ world. i^'i 

1 Serv. 1 think he is ; but a greater 
soldier than he you wot one. 

2 Serv. Who, my master ? 

1 Serv. Nay, it's no matter for that, if 

2 Serv. Worth six on him. 

1 Serv. Nay, not so neither; but I take 
him to be the greater soldier. 

2 Seri'. Faith. look you, one cannot tell 
how to say that; tor the defence of a tow n 
our general is excellent. 

1 Serv. Ay, and tor an assault too, 17^ 

Re enter the third Servingman, 

3 Serv. O slaves, I can tell you news- 
news, you rascals! 

Bo*h. What, what, what ? Let’s partake. 

3 Serv. 1 would not be a Homan, of all 
nations; I had as lief be a condemn’d 
man. 

Both. Wherefore ? wherefore ? 177 

3 Serv. Why, here’s he that was wont to 
thwack our general—Caius Marcius. 

1 Serv. Why do you say ‘ thwack our 

general ’ ? is< 

3 Seri'. I do not say ‘ thwack our general’, 
but he was always good enough for him. 

2 Serv. Come, we are fellows and friends. 
He was ever too hard for him, I have heard 
him say so himself. 

1 Serv. He was too hard for him directly, 

to say the troth on't; before Corioli he 
scotch’d him and notch’d him like a 
carbonado, xs; 

2 Serv. An he had been cannibally given, 
he might have broil’d and eaten him too. 

1 Serv. But more of thy news ! jga 

3 Serv. Why, he is so made on here 
within as if he were son and heir to Mars; 
set at upper end o’ th’ table ; no question 
asked him by any of the senators but they 
stand bald before him. Our genera] himself 
makes a mistress of him, sanctifies himself 1 
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with’s hand, and turns up the white o* th’ 
eye to his discourse. But the bottom of the 
news is, our general is cut i’ th’ middle and 
but one half of what he was yesterday, for 
the other has half by the entreaty and grant 
of the whole table. He’ll go. he says, and 
sowl the porter of Rome gates by th' ears ; 
he will mow all down before him, and leave 
his passage poll'd. 

2 Sm'. And he’s as like to do’t as any 

man 1 can imagine. 204 

3 Serv. Do’t ! He will do’t; for look you, 
sir, he has as many triends as enemies ; 
which friends, sir, as it were, durst not— 
look you, sir—show themselves, as we term 
it, his friends, whilest he’s in darectitude. 

1 Serv. Directitude ? What’s that ? 200 

3 Serv. But when they shall see, sir, his 
crest up again and the man in blood, they 
will out of their burrows, like conies after 
rain, and revel all with him. 

1 Serv. But when goes this forward ? 213 

3 Serv. To-morrow, to-day, presently. 

You shall have the drum struck up this 
afternoon ; ’tis as it were a parcel of their 
feast, and to be executed ere they wipe 
their lips. 

2 Sert. Why, then we shall have a stirring 

world again. This peace is nothing but to 
rust irt)n, increase tailors, and breed ballad- 
makers. 220 

1 Serv. Let me have war, say I; it ex¬ 

ceeds peace as far as day docs night; it’s 
spritely, waking, audible, and full of vent. 
Peace is a very apoplexy, lethargy; 
mull’d, deaf, sleepy, insensible; a getter 
of more bastard children than war’s a 
destroyer of men. 225 

2 Serv. ’Tis .so ; and as war in some sort 
may be said to be a ravisher, so it cannot 
be denied but peace is a great maker of 
cuckolds. 

1 Sen. Ay, and it makes men hate one 
another. 

3 Serv. Reason ' because they then less 
need one another. The wars for my money. 

I hope to see Romans as cheap as Volscians. 
I hey are rising, they are rising. 23-’ 

Both. In, in, in, in ! [Exeimf. 

Scene VI. Rome. A public place. 

Enter the tuo Tribunes^ SfCiNius and 
Brutus. 

Sic. We hear not of him, neither need 
we fear him. 

His remedies are tame. The present peace 
And quietness or the people, which before 
Were in wild hurry, here do make his 
friends 

Blush that the world goes well; who rather 
had, 5 

Though they themselves did suffer by't, 
behold 
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Dissentious numbers pest'ring streets than 
see 

Our tradesmen singing in their shops, and 
going 

About their iunctions friendly. 

Enin Menfnius. 

Bru. We stood to't in good time. Is this 
Menenius ? 

Sic. 'Tis he, *tis he. O, he is grown most 
kind 3 1 

Of late. Hail, sir ! 

Men. Hai! to you both ! 

Sic. Your Coriolanus is not much miss’d 
But willi his friends. The commonwealth 
doth stand. 

And so would do, were he more angry at it. 

Men. All’s well, and might have been 
much better if k 

He could have temporiz’d. 

Sic. Where is he, hear you ? 

Men. Nay, I hear nothing ; his mother 
and his wife 
Hear nothing from him. 

Enter three or four Citizens. 

Citizens. The gods preserve you both ! 

Sic. God-den, our neighbours. 

Bru, God-den to you all, god-den to you 
all, 21 

1 at. Ourselves, our wives, and children, 
on our knees 

Are bound to pray for you both. 

Sic. Live and thrive ! 

Brit. Farewell, kind neighbours; we 
wish’d Coriolanus 
Had lov’d you as we did. 

Citizens. Now the gods keep you ! 25 

Bath Tri. Farewell, farewell. 

tLxeitnt Citizens, 

Sic. This is a happier and more comely 
time 

Than when these fellows ran about the 
streets 

Crying confusion. 

Bru. Cains Marcius was 

A worthy officer i’ th’ war, but insolent, 3<> 
O’ercome with pride, ambitious past all 
tliinking, 

SelMoviiig— 

Sic. And affecting one sole throne. 

Without assistance. 

Men. I think not so. 

Sic, We should by this, to all our 
lamentation, 

If he had gone forth consul, found it so. 35 

Bru. The gods have w’ell prevented it, 
and Rome 

Sits safe and still without him. 

Enter an A?.dile. 

JBd. Worthy tribunes, 

There is a slave, whom we have put in 
prison, 


Reports the Volsces with two several 
pow'ers 

Are ent’rcd in the Roman territories, 40 
And with the deepest malice of the war 
Destroy what lies before 'em. 

Men. ’Tis Aufidius, 

Who, hearing of our Marcius’ banishment, 
Thrusts forth his horns again into the world, 
Which were insheU’d when Marcius stood 
for Rome, 45 

And durst not once pe.p out. 

Sic. Come, what talk you of Marcius ? 
Bru. Go sec this rumourer whipp’d. It 
canno be 

(he Vo\ccs dare break with us. 

Men. Cannot be! 

We hav'' ecord that very well it can ; 50 

And three examples of the Uke hath been 
W.thin my agj. But reason with the fel-ow 
Befor^ you punish him, where he heard 
this. 

I..'St yoi: shall chance to whip your 
information 

And beat the me:isengcr who bids beware 55 
t)f what :s to be dreaded. 

Sic. Tell not me, 

I kne w^ this cannot be. 

Bru. Not possible. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. The nobles in great earnestness are 
going 

V i to the Senate House * some news is 
come 59 

That turns their countenances. 

Sic. 'Tis this slave— 

Go whip him fore the people’s eyes—his 
raising, 

Nothing but his report. 

Mess. Yes, w^orthy sir. 

The s ave's report is ceconded, and more. 
More fearful, is deliver'd 

Sic. What more fearful ? 

Mess. It is spoke freely out ol many 
mouths— 05 

How probable 1 do not know—that Marcius, 
Join'd wdh Aufidius, leads a power 'gainst 
Rome 

And vows revenge as spacious as between 
The young'st and oldest thing. 

Sic This is most likely I 

Bru. Rais'd only that the weaker sort 
may w‘sh 70 

Good Marcius home again. 

S’c. The very trick on't. 

Mew. This is unhkely. 

He and Auffdius can no more atone 
Than vio'ent’st contrariety. 

Enter a second Messenger. 

2 Mess. You are sent for to the Senate. 75 
A fearful army, led by Ca'us Marcius 
Associated w:th Aufidius, lag^s 
Upon our territories, and have already 
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Overborne their way, consum'd with fire 
and took 

What lay before them. so 

Enter Cominius. 

Com. O, >x)u have made good work I 

Men. What news ? what news ? 

Com. You have holp to ravish your own 
daughters and 

To melt the city leads upon your pates, 
To see your wives dishonour’d to your 
noses— 

Men. What's the news ? What’s the 
news ? 

Com, Your temples burned in their 
cement, and 

Your franchises, whereon you stood, 
confin’d 

Into an auger’s bore. 

Men. Pray now, your news ? 

You have made fair work, 1 fear me. Pray, 
your new’s. 

If Marcius should be join’d wi ’ th’ Volscians— 

Com. If! gr 

He is their god ; he leads them like a thing 
Made by some other deity than Nature, 
That shapes man better; and they follow 
him 

Against us brats with no less confidence 
Than boys pursuing summer butterflies. 

Of butchers killing flies. 

Men. You have made good work. 

You and your apron men ; you that stood 
so much 

Upon the voice of occupation and 
The breath of garlic-eaters ! 

Com. He’ll shake 

Your Rome about your ears. 

Men, As Hercules 

Did shake down mellow fruit. You have 
made fair work I 

Bru, But is this true, sir ? 

Com. Ay ; and you'll look pale 

Before you find it other. All the regions 
Do smilingly revolt, and who resists 
Are mock’d for valiant ignorance, 105 
And perish constant fools. Who is't can 
blame him ? 

Your enemies and his find something in 
him. 

Men. We are all undone unless 
The noble man have mercy. 

Com. Who shall ask it ? 

The tribunes cannot do't for shame; the 
people no 

Deserve such pity of him as the wolf 
Does of the shepherds; for his best friends, 
if they 

Should say * Be good to Rome'—they 
charg'd him even 

As those should do that had deserv'd his 
hate. 

And therein show'd like enemies. 

Men. 'Tistrue; 
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If he were putting to my bouse the brand 
That should consume it, 1 have not the face 
To say ‘ Beseech you. cease ’. You have 
made fair liancls. 

You and your crafts! You have crafted 
fair I 

Com. You have brought 

A trembling upon Rome, such as was never 
S* incapable of help. 

Both Tri. Say not we brought it. 

Men. How ! Was't we ? We lov’d him, 
but, like beasts 

And cowardly nobles, gave way unto your 
dusters, 

Who did hoot him out o’ th’ city. 

Com. But I fear 

They’ll roar him in again. Tullus Aufidius, 
The second name of men, obeys his points 
As if he were his officer. Desperation i*-; 
Is all the policy, strength, and defence, 
rhat Rome can make against them. 

Enter a troop of Citizens. 

Men. Here conics the clusters. 

And is Aufidius with him ? You arc they 
That made the air unwholesome when you 
cast 131 

Your stinking greasy caps in hooting at 
Coriolanus’ exile. Now he’s coming, 

And not a hair upon a soldier's head 
Which will not prove a whip; as many 
coxcombs 13s 

As you threw caps up will he tumble down, 
And pay you for your voices. ’Tis no 
matter; 

If he could burn us all into one coal, 

W’e have deserv’d it. 

Plebeians, Faith, we hear fearful news. 

1 at. For mine own part, 

When 1 said banish him, 1 said ’twas pity. 

2 at. And so did 1. 

3 at. And so did I; and, to say the 

truth, so did very many of us. That we did, 
we did for the best; and though we will¬ 
ingly consented to his banishment, yet it 
was against our will. x-<(> 

Com. Y'are goodly things, you voices! 
Men. You have made 

Good work, you and your cry! Shall's to 
the Capitol ? 

Com. O, ay, what else ? 

[Hxcunf Cominius and Menenius, 
Sic, Go masters, get you home; be not 
dismay'd; 150 

I'hese are a side that would be glad to have 
This true which they so seem to fear. Go 
home, 

And show no sign of fear. 

1 at. The gods be good to us! Come, 
masters, let's home. I ever said we were i’ 
th' wrong when we banish'd him. 150 

2 at. So did we all. But come, let's 

home. [ExeutU Citizens. 

Bru. I do not like this news. 
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Sic. Nor I. 

Bru. Let’s to the Capitol. Would half my 
wealth 160 

Would buy this for a He! 

Sic. Pray let’s go. [Exeunt 

Scene VI 1 . A camp at a short distance from 
Rome. 

Enter Aunnius uith his Lieutenant. 

Auf. Do they still fly to th' Roman ? 

Lieu. I do not know what witchcraft’s 
in him, but 

Your soldiers use him as the grace fore 
meat, 

Their talk at table, and their thanks at end ; 
And you are dark’ned in this action, sir, 
Even by your own. 

Auf. I cannot help it now. 

Unless by using means I lame the foot 
Of our design. He bears himself more 
proiidlier, 

Even to my person, than I thought he 
would 

When first I did embrace him ; yet his 
nature j" 

In that’s no changeling, and I must excuse 
What cannot be amended. 

Lien. Yet I wish, sir— 

I mean, for your particular—you had not 
Join’d in commission with him, but either 
Had borne the action of yourself, or else 
To him had left it solely. 

Auf. 1 understand thee well; and be 
thou sure, 

When he shall come to his account, he 
knows not 

What 1 can urge against him. Although it 

seems, 

And so he thinks, and is no less apparent 2< 
To th* vulgar eye, that he bears all things 
fairly 

And shows good husbandry for the Volscian 
state, 

Fights dragon-like, and does achieve as 
soon 

As draw his sword ; yet he hath left undone 
That which shall break his neck or hazard 
mine ^5 

Whene’er we come to our account. 

Lieu. Sir, I beseech you, think you he’ll 
carry Rome ? 

Auf. All places yield to him ere he sits 
down. 

And the nobility of Rome are his; 

The senators and patricians love him too. 30 
The tribunes are no soldiers, and their 
people 

Will be as rash in the repeal as hasty 
To expel him thence. I think he’ll be to 
Rome 

As is the osprey to the fish, who takes it 
By sovereignty of nature. First he was 35 
A noble servant to them, but he could not 
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Carry his honours even. Whether 'twas 
pride. 

Which out of daily fortune ever taints 
The happy man ; whether defect of judg¬ 
ment, 

To fail in the disposing of those chances 40 
Which he was lord of; or whether nature, 
Not to be other than one thing, not moving 
From th’ casque to th’ cushion, but com¬ 
manding peace 

Even with the same austerity and garb 
As he control!'d the war; but one of 
these— 45 

As he hath spices of them all—not all, 

For 1 dare so far free him—made him 
fear’d. 

So hated, and so banish'd. But he has a 
merit 

To choke it in the utt'rance. So our virtues 
Lie in th' interpretation of the time ; 50 

And power, unto itself most commendable. 
Hath not a tomb so evident as a chair 
'I ' extol what it hath done. 

One fire drives out one fire; one nail, one 
nail; 

Rights by rights falter, strengths by 
strengths do fail. 

Come, let’s away. When, Caius, Rome is 
thine, 56 

Thou art poor’st of all; then shortly art 
thou mine. [Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Rome. A public place. 

Enter Menhnius, Cominius, Sicinius and 

Brutus die two Tribunes, with Others. 

Men. No, ril not go. You hear what he 
hath said 

WTiich was sometime his general, who lov’d 
him 

In a most dear particular. He call’d me 
father; 

But what o’ that ? Go, you that banish'd 
him: 4 

A mile before his tent fall dow'n, and knee 
The way into his mercy. Nay, if he coy’d 
To hear Cominius speak, I'll keep at home. 

Com. He would not seem to know me. 

Men. Do you hear ? 

Com. Yet one time he did call me by my 
name. 

1 urg’d our old acquaintance, and the drops 
That we have bled together. ’ Coriolanus ' 
He would not answer to ; forbad all names; 
He was a kind of nothing, titleless. 

Till he had forg’d himself a name i* th’ fire 
Of burning Rome. 

Men. Why, so I You have made good 
work. 15 

A pair of tribunes that have wrack’d for 
Rome 

To make coals cheap—a noble memory I 
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Com. I minded him how royal 'twas to 
pardon 

When it was less expected ; he replied, 

It was a bare petition of a state 20 

To one whom they had punish’d. 

Men, Very well. 

Could he say less ? 

Com. I offer'd to awaken his regard 
For's private friends ; his answer to me 
w'as, 

He could not stay to pick them in a pile 25 
Of noisome musty chaff. He said 'twas 
folly. 

For one poor grain or two, to leave unburnt 
And still to nose th’ offence. 

Men. For one poor grain or tw'o ! 

1 am one of those. His mother, wife, his 
child, 

And this brave fellow too—w'e are the 
grains: 3‘' 

You arc the musty chaff, and you arc smelt 
Above the moon. We must be burnt for 
you. 

Sic. Nay. pray be patient; if you refuse 
your aid 

In this so never>needod help, yet do not 
Upbraid’s with our distress. But sure, if 
you ' 35 

Would be your country's pleader, your 

good tongue, 

More than the instant army we can make. 
Might stop our countryman. 

Men. No ; I'll not meddle. 

Sic. Pray you go to him. 

Men. What should I do ? 

Bru. Only make trial wh:*t your love 

can do 40 

For Rome, towards Marcius. 

Men. Well, and say that Marcius 

Return me, as Cominius is return'd. 
Unheard—what then ? 

But as a discontented friend, grief-shot 
With his unkindness ? Say’t be so ? 

Sic. Yet your good will 45 

Must have that thanks from Rome alter the 
measure 

As you Intended well. 

Mew. I'll undertake'!; 

I think he’ll hear me. Yet to bite his Up 
And hum at good Cominius much unhearts 
me. 49 

He was not taken well: he had not din'd ; 
The veins unfill'd, our blood is cold, and 
then 

We pout upon the morning, arc unapt 
To give or to forgive; but when we have 
stuff'd 

These pipes and these conveyances of our 
blood 

With wine and feeding, we have suppler 
souls 55 

Than in our priest-like fasts. Therefore I'll 
watch him 

Till he be dieted to my request^ 
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And then I’ll set upon him. 

Bru. You know the very road into his 
kindness 

And cannot lose your way. 

Mew. Good faith. I'll prove him, r.o 
Speed how it will. I shall ere long have 
knowledge 

Of my success. fExif. 

Com. He'll never hear him. 

Sic. Not ? 

Com. I tell you he does sit in gold, his eye 
Red as 'twould burn Rome, and his inuiry 
The gaoler to his pity. 1 kneel’d before him; 
Twas very faintly he said ' Rise ’; dis¬ 
miss’d me <'»* 

Thus with his speechless hand. What he 
would do, 

He sent in wTiting after me; what he 
would not, 

Bound with an oath to yield to his con¬ 
ditions ; 

So that all hope is vain, 70 

Unless his noble mother and his wife. 
Who, as I hear, mean to solicit him 
For mercy to his country. Therefore let's 
hence, 

And with our lair entreaties haste them on. 

I Exeunt. 

Scene II. The Volscian camp before 
Rome. 

Enter Menenius to the Watch on guard. 

1 Watch. Stay. Whence are you ? 

2 Watch. Stand, and go back. 

Men. You guard like men, ‘tis well; but, 

by your leave, 

I am an officer of state and come 
To speak with Coriolanus, 

1 Watch. From whence ? 

Men. From Rome, 

1 Watch. You may not pass; you must 

return. Our general 5 

Will no more hear from thence. 

2 Watch. You'll see your Rome embrac'd 

with fire before 
You'll speak with Coriolanus, 

Men. Good my friends. 

If you have heard your general talk of 
Rome 9 

And of his friends there, it is lots to blanks 
My name hath touch’d your ears: it is 
Menenius. 

1 Watch. Be it so ; go back. The virtue 
of your name 
Is not here passable. 

Men, I teU thee, fellow. 

Thy general is my lover. I have been 
The book of his good acts whence men have 
read 15 

His fame unparallel’d haply amplified ; 

For 1 have ever verified my friends— 

Of whom he's chief—with all the size that 
verity 
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Would without lapsing suffer. Nay, some 
times. 

Like to a bowl upon a subtle ground, 2< 
I have tumbled past the throw, and in his 
praise 

Have almost stamp’d the leasing ; there¬ 
fore, fellow, 

I must have leave to pass. 

1 Watch. Faith, sir, if you had told as 
many lies in his behalf as you have uttered 
words in your own, you should not pass 
here ; no, though it were as virtuous to lie 
as to live chastely. Therefore go back. 

Mew. Prithee, fellow, remember my name 
is Mcnenius, always factionary on the party 
of your general. 

2 Watch. Howsoever you have been his 
liar, as you say you have, 1 am one that, 
telling true under him, must say you cannot 
pass. Therefore go back. 

Men. Has he din’d, canst thou tell ? For 
I would not speak with him till after dinner. 

1 Watch. You are a Roman, are you ? 35 

Men. I am as thy general is. 

1 Watch. Then you shoukl hate Rome, as 
he does. Can you, when you have push’d 
out your gates the very defender of them, 
and in a violent popular ignorance given 
your enemy your shield, think to front his 
revenges with the easy groans of old 
women, the virginal palms of your daugh¬ 
ters, or with the palsied intercession of such 
a decay’d dotant as you seem to be ? Can 
you think to blow out the intended fire 
your city is ready to flame in with such 
weak breath as this ? No, you are deceiv’d ; 
therefore back to Rome and prepare for 
your execution. You arc condemn'd ; our 
general has sworn you out of reprieve and 
pardon. 

Mew. Sirrah, if thy captain knew I were 
here, he would use me with estimation, r/- 

1 Watch. Come, my captain knows you 
not. 

Mew. 1 mean thy general, 

1 Watch. My general cares not for you. 
Back, I say ; go, lest I let forth your half 
pint of blood. Back—that's the utmost of 
your having. Back. 55 

Mew. Nay, but fellow, fellow— 

Enter Coriolanus with Aufidius. 

Cor. What’s the matter ? 

Mew. Now, you companion. I’ll say an 
errand for you; you shall know now that 
I am in estimation ; you shall perceive that 
a .Jack guardant cannot office me from my 
son Coriolanus. Guess but by my entertain¬ 
ment with him if thou stand'st not i’ th’ 
state of hanging, or of some death more 
long in spectatorship and crueller in suffer¬ 
ing ; behold now presently, and swoon for 
what's to come upon thee. The glorious gods 
sit in hourly synod about thy particular 


prosperity, and love thee no worse than thy 
old father Menenius does ! O my son 1 my 
son! thou art preparing fire for us; look 
thee, here’s water to quench it. I was 
hardly moved to come to thee ; but being 
assured none but myself could move thee, 
1 have been blown out of your gates with 
sighs, and conjure thee to pardon Rome and 
thy petitionary countrymen. The good gods 
assuage thy wrath, and turn the dregs of 
it upon this varlet here ; this, who, like a 
block, hath denied my access to thee, 75 
Cor. Away 1 
Mew. How ! away I 

Cor. Wife, mother, child, I know not. 
My affairs 

Are servanted to others. 'I’hough I owe 
My revenge properly, my remission lies 80 
In Volscian breasts. That we have been 
familiar, 

Ingrate forgetfulness shall poison rather 
Than pity note how much. Therefore be 
gone. 

Mine ears against your suits are stronger 
than 

Your gates against my force. Yet, for I 
lov’d thee, 85 

Take this along ; 1 writ it for thy sake 

[Gii’es a letter. 

And would have sent it. Another word, 
Menenius, 

I will not hear thee speak. This man, 
Aufidius, 

Was my bclov’d in Rome; yet thou 
behold’st. 

Auf. You keep a constant temper. 90 
[Exeunt Coriolanus and Aufidius. 

1 Watch. Now, sir, is your name Mcn¬ 
enius ? 

2 Watch. ’Tis a spell, you see, of much 
power ! You know the way home again. 

1 Watch. Do you hear how we are shent 

for keeping your greatness back ? 95 

2 Watch. What cause, do you think, I 
have to swoon ? 

Men. 1 neither care for th’ world nor your 
general; for such things as you, I can 
scarce think there's any, y’are so slight. 
He that hath a will to die by himself fears 
it not from another. Let your general do 
his worst. For you. be that you are, long ; 
and your misery increase with your age I 
I say to you, as 1 was said to: Away ! [Exit. 

1 Watch. A noble fellow, 1 warrant 
him. 103 

.? Watch. The worthy fellow is our general; 
he’s the rock, the oak not to be wind- 
shaken. [Exemif. 

Scene HI. The tent of Coriolanus. 
Enter Coriolanus, Aufidius, and Others. 

Cor. We will before the walls of Rome 
to-morrow 
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Set down our host. My partner in this 
action. 

You must report to th* Volscian lords how 
plainly 

I have borne this business, 

Auf, Only their ends 

You have respected; stopped your ears 
against 

The general suit of Rome ; never admitted 
A private whisper—no, not with such 
friends 

That thought them sure of you. 

Cor. This last old man, 

Whom with a crack'd heart 1 have sent to 
Rome, 

Lov'd me above the measure of a father ; lo 
Nay, godded me indeed. Their latest 
refuge 

Was to send him ; for whose old love I 
have— 

Though I show'd sourly to him—once more 
offer'd 

The first conditions, which they did refuse 
And cannot now accept. To grace him 
only, 15 

That thought he could do more, a very 
little 

I have yielded to; fresh embassies and 
suits. 

Nor from the state nor private friends, 
hereafter 

Will I lend ear to. fSftoui within] Ha ! what 
shout is this ? 

Shall I be tempted to infringe my vow 20 
In the same time 'tis made ? 1 will not. 

Enter, in mourning habits, Virgilia, 
VoLUMNiA, Valeria, young Marcius, 
with Attendants. 

My wife comes foremost, then the honour'd 
mould 

Wherein this trunk was fram'd, and in her 
hand 

The grandchild to her blood. But out, 
affection! 

All bond and privilege of nature, break ! 25 
Let it be virtuous to be obstinate. 

What is that curtsy worth ? or those doves' 
eyes. 

Which can make gods forsworn ? 1 melt, 
and am not 

Of stronger earth than others. My mother 
bows. 

As if Olympus to a molehill should 30 
In supplication nod ; and ray young boy 
Hath an aspect of intercession which 
Great nature cries ' Deny not'. Let the 
Volsces 

Plough Rome and harrow Italy ; I'll never 
Be such a gosling to obey instinct, but 
stand 35 

As if a man were author of himself 
And knew no other kin. 

Vir, My lord and husband 1 
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Cor, These eyes are not the same 1 wore 
in Rome. 

Vir, The sorrow that delivers us thus 
chang'd 

Makes you think so. 

Cor. Like a dull actor now 40 

I have forgot my part and I am out, 

Even to a full disgrace. Best of my flesh. 
Forgive my tyranny ; l)ut do not say, 

For that, ‘ Forgive our Romans '. O, a kiss 
Long as my exile, sweet as my revenge ! a5 
Now, by the jealous queen of heaven, that 
kiss 

I carried from thee, dear, and my true lip 
Hath virgin’d it e'er since. You gods! 1 
prate. 

And the most noble mother of the world 
Leave unsaluted. Sink, my knee, i’ th' 
earth; [Kneels, 

Of thy deep duty more impression show’ 51 
Than that of common sons. 

VoL O, stand up blest! 

Whilst with no softer cushion than the flint 
I kneel before thee, and unproperly 
Show duty, as mistaken all this while s? 
Between the child and parent. (K?7eeLs. 

Cor. What's this ? 

Your knees to me, to your corrected son ? 
Then let the pebbles on the hungry beach 
Fillip the stars; then let the mutinous 
winds 

Strike the proud cedars 'gainst the fiery 
sun, 60 

Murd'ring impossibility, to make 
What cannot be slight work. 

Vol. I'hou art my w'arrior ; 

I holp to frame thee. Do you know this 
lady ? 

Cor. The noble sister of Piiblicola, 

The moon of Rome, chaste as the icicle t-s 
That’s curelied by the frost from purest 
snow, 

And hangs on Dian's temple—dear Valeria I 
Vo/. This is a pe>or epitome of yours. 
Which by th’ interpretation of full time 
May show like all yourself. 

Cor. The god of soldiers, 70 

With the consent of supreme Jove, inform 
Thy thoughts with nobleness, that thou 
mayst prove 

To shame unvulncrable, and stick i' th' 
wars 

Like a great sea-mark, standing every flaw, 
And saving those that eye thee! 

Vol, Your knee, sirrah. 75 

Cor, That’s my brave boy. 

Vol, Even he, your wife, this lady, and 
myself, 

Are suitors to you. 

Cor. I beseech you, peace 1 

Or, if you'd ask, remember this before : 
The thing 1 have forsworn to grant may 
never «o 

Be held by you denials. Do not bid me 



Scene 3] 

Dismiss my soldiers, or capitulate 
Again with Rome’s mechanics. Tell me not 
Wherein I seem unnatural; desire not 
T’allay my rages and revenges with ss 
Your colder reasons. 

Vol. O, no more, no more ! 

You have said you will not grant us 
any thing— 

For we have nothing else to ask but that 
Which you deny already ; yet we will ask, 
That, if you fail in our request, the blame 
May hang upon your hardness ; therefore 
hear us. 91 

Cor, Aufidius, and you Volsces, mark ; 
for we’ll 

Hear nought from Rome in private. Your 
request ? 

Vol. Should we be silent and not speak, 
our raiment oi 

And state of bodies would bewray what life 
We have led since thy exile. Think with 
thyself 

How more unfortunate than all living 
women 

Are we come hither ; since that thy sight, 
wliich should 

Make our eyes flow with joy, hearts dance 
with comforts. 

Constrains them weep and shake with fear 
and sorrow, lof. 

Making the mother, wife, and child, to see 
The son, the husband, and the father, tear¬ 
ing 

His country’s bowels out. And to poor w’e 
Thine enmity's most capital: thou bar’st 
us 104 

Our prayers to the gods, which is a comfort 
Ihat all but we enjoy. For how can we, 
Alas, how can wc for our country pray. 
Whereto we arc bound, together with thy 
victory, 

Whereto we are bound ? Alack, or we must 
lose 

The country, our dear nurse, or else thy 
person, lit 

Our comfort in the country. We must find 
An evident calamity, though we had 
Our wish, which side should win ; for either 
thou 

Must as a foreign recreant be led im 

With manacles through our streets, cr 
else 

Triumphantly tread on thy country’s ruin. 
And bear the palm for having bravely shed 
Thy wife and children’s blood. For myself, 
son, 

I purpose not to wait on fortune till 
These wars determine; if 1 can not per¬ 
suade thee 

Rather to show a noble grace to both parts 
Than seek the end of one, thou shalt no 
sooner 

March to assault thy country than to 
tread— 
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Trust to't, thou shalt not—on thy mother’s 
womb 

That brought thee to this world. 

Vir. Ay, and mine, 1^5 

That brought you forth this boy to keep 
your name 
Living to time. 

Boy. 'A shall not tread on me ! 

ril riin aw^ay till I am bigger, but then I'll 
fight. 

Cor. Not of a woman’s tenderness to be 
Requires nor child nor woman’s face to sec. 
1 have sat too long. [Rising. 

VoL Nay, go not from us thus. 

If it were so that our request did tend 
To save the Romans, thereby to destroy 
The Volsces whom you serve, you might 
condemn us 134 

As poisonous ol your honour. No, our suit 
Is that you reconcile them: while the 
Volsces 

May say * This mercy wc have show’d the 
Romans 

* This w'c receiv'd and each in either side 
Give the all-hail to thee, and cry ‘ Be 
blest 

For making up this peace ! ’ Thou know’st, 
great son, 140 

The end of war's uncertain; but this 
certain. 

That, if thou conquer Rome, the benefit 
Which thou shalt thereby reap is such a 
name 

Whose repetition will be dogg’d with 
curses; 

Whose chronicle thus writ: ‘ The man was 
noble, 145 

But with his last attempt he wip’d it out, 
Destroy’d his country, and his name 
remains 

To th’ ensuing age abhorr’d Speak to me, 
son. 

Thou hast affected the fine strains of 
honour, 

To imitate the graces of the gods, 150 
To tear with thunder the wide cheeks o’ 
th' air, 

And yet to charge thy sulphur with a bolt 
1 hat should but rive an oak. W hy dost not 
speak ? 

Think’st thou it honourable for a noble man 
Still to r< member wrongs ? Daughter, 
speak you : 155 

He cares not for your weeping. Speak thou, 
boy ; 

Perhaps thy childishness will move him 
more 

Than can our reasons. There’s no man in 
the world 

More bound to's mother, yet here he lets 
me prate 

Like one i* th’ stocks. Thou hast never in 
thy life 160 

Show’d thy dear mother any courtesy, 
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When she, poor hen, fond of no second 
brood. 

Has cluck’d thee to the wars, and safely 
home 

Loaden with honour. Say my request’s 
unjust. 

And spurn me back ; but if it be not so, i 
Thou art not honest, and the gods will 
plague thee, 

That thou restrain’st from me the duty 
which 

To a mother's part belongs. He turns away. 
Down, ladies ; let us shame him with our 
knees. 

To his surname Coriolanus ’longs more 
pride 

Than pity to our prayers. Down. An end ; 
This is the last. So we will home to Rome, 
And die among our neighbours. Nay, 
behold *s! 

This boy, that cannot tell what he would 
have 

But kneels and holds up hands for fellow¬ 
ship, 17 .S 

Does reason our petition with more strength 
Than thou hast to deny’t. Come, let us go. 
This fellow had a Volscian to his mother ; 
His wife is in Corioli, and his child 
Like him by chance. Yet give us our 
dispatch. is. 

I am hush’d until our city be afire, 

And then I’ll speak a little. 

[He h)lds her by the hand, silent. 
Cor. O mother, mother ! 

What have you done ? Behold, the heavens 
do opc, 

The gods look down, and this unnatural 
scene jhi 

They laugh at. O my mother, mother ! O ! 
You have won a happy victory to Rome ; 
But for your son—believe it, O, believe it !— 
Most dangerously you have with him 
prevail’d. 

If not most mortal to him. But let it come. 
Aufidius, though I cannot make true wars, 
ru frame convenient peace. Now, good 
Aufidius, 1/1 

Were you in my stead, would you have 
heard 

A mother less, or granted less, Aufidius ? 
Atif. I was mov’d withal. 

Cor. I dare be sworn you were ! 

And, sir, it is no little thing to make 105 
Mine eyes to sweat compassion. But, good 
sir. 

What peace you'll make, advise me. For 
my part. 

I’ll not to Rome, I’ll back with you ; and 
pray you 

Stand to me in this cause. O mother! wife ! | 
Auf, [Aside] I am glad thou hast set thy 
mercy and thy honour 200 

At difference in thee. Out of that I’ll work; 
Myself a former fortune. 1 
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Cor. [To the ladies] Ay, by and by ; 

But we will drink together; and you shall 
bear 

A better witness back than words, which 
we, -*^'4 

On like conditions, will have counter-seal’d. 
Come, enter with us. Ladies, you deserve 
To have a temple built you. All the 
swords 

In Italy, and her confederate arms. 

Could not have made this peace. [Exetoii. 

Scene IV. Rome. A ptiblic place. 

Enter Menenius and SiciNius. 

Men. See you yond coign o’ th' Capitol, 
yond corner-stone ? 

Sic. U hy, what of that ? 

Mew. If it be possible for you to displace 
it with your little finger, there is some hope 
the ladies of Rome, especially his mother, 
may prevail with him. But I say there is 
no hope in’t; our throats are sentenc’d, 
and stay upon execution. 

Sic. Is't possible that so short a time can 
alter the condition of a man ? j 

Men. There is ditlcrency between a grub 
and a butterfly ; yet your butterfly was a 
grub. Ihis Marcius is grown from man to 
dragon ; he has wings, he’s more than a 
creeping thing. 

Sic. He lov’d his mother clearly. 

Men. So did he me ; and he no more 
remembers his mother now than an eight- 
vear-old horse. Ihe tart ness of his race 
seiirs ripe grapes ; when he walks, he 
moves like an engine and the ground 
shrinks before his treading. He is able to 
pierce a corslet with his eye, talks like a 
knell, and his hum is a batter>\ Ho sits in 
fiis state as a thing made for Alexander. 
What he bids be done is finish’d W'ith his 
bidding. He wants nothing of a god but 
eternity, and a heaven to throne in. 

Sic. Yes—mercy, if you report him 
truly. 

Mew. I paint him in the character. Mark 
what mercy his mother shall bring from 
him. There is no more mercy in him than 
there is milk in a male tiger ; that shall our 
poor city find. And all this is 'long of you. 

Sic. 1 he gods be good unto us I 

Mew. No, in such a case the gods w^ill not 
be good unto us. When we banish’d him we 
respected not them ; and, he returning to 
break our necks, they respect not us. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Sir, if you’d save your life, fly to 
your house. 31 

The plebeians have got your fellow tribune 
And hale him up and down ; all sw^earing il 
The Roman ladies bring not comfort home 
They’ll give him death by inches. 
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Enter another Messenger. 

Sic, What's the news ? 

2 Mess. Good news, good news I 1 he 
ladies have prevail’d, 

The Volscians are dislodg’d, and Marcius 
gone. AO 

A merrier day did never yet greet Rome, 
No, not th’ expulsion of the Tarquins. 

Sic. hTiend, 

Art thou certain this is true ? Is’t most 
certain ? 

2 Me.ss, As certain as 1 know the sun is 
fire. 

Where have you lurk’d, that you make 
doubt of it ? •j.'i 

Ne’er through an arch so hurried the blown 
tide 

As the recomforted through th’ gates. 
Why, hark you ! ITrimtpets, haut^ 
boys, drums hear all together, 
Ihe trumpets, sack huts, psa. lories, and 
fifes, 

labors and cymbals, and the shouting 
Romans, 

Make the sun dance. Hark you ! 

[A shout within. 
Men. 'Ihis is good news, s - 

1 will go meet the ladies. This Volumnia 
Is worth of consuls, senators, patricians, 

A city full ; of tribunes such a^s you, 

A sea and land full. You have pray’d well 
to-day : 

This morning for ten thousand of your 
throats ss 

I'd not have gi\en a doit. Hark, how they 
joy ! bSound still uith the shouts. 
Sic. First, the gv>ds bless you for your 
tidings ; next. 

Accept my thankfulness, 

2 Mess. Sir, we have all 

Great cause to give great thanks. 

vSic. ’Ihey are near the city ? 

Mess. Almost at point to enter. 

Sic. We’ll meet them, (>•< 

And help the joy. IFxeioU. 

ScKNH V. Rome. A street near the gate. 

Enter two Senators with Volumnia, Vir- 
GiLiA, Vallria, passing over (he stage, 
with other Lords. 

I Sen. Behold our patroness, the life of 
Rome I 

Call all your tribes together, praise the 
gods, 

And make triumphant fires ; strew flowers 
before them. 3 

Unshoiit the noise that banish’d Marcius, 
Repeal him with the welcome of his mother; 
Cry ♦ Welcome, ladies, welcome 1 * 

All. Welcome, ladies. 

Welcome I [A flourish with drums and 
trumpets. Exeunt, 


Scene VI. Corioli. A public place. 

Enter Tullus Aufidius, with Attendants. 

Atif, Go tell the lords o’ th’ city 1 am 
here ; 

Deliver them this paper ; having read it, 
Bid them repair to th* market-place, 
where I, 

Even in theirs and in the commons' cars, 
Will vouch the truth of it. Him I accuse 5 
Ihe city ports by this hath enter’d and 
Intends t’ appear before the people, hoping 
To purge himself with words. Dispatch. 

[Exeunt Attendant.*^'. 

Enter three or four Conspirators of 
Aufidius' faction. 

Most welcome I 

1 Com. How is it with our general ? 

Auf. Even so to 

As with a man by bis own alms empoison’d. 
And with his charity slain. 

2 Con. Most noble sir. 

If you do hold the same intent wherein 
Y'ou wish’d us parties, w'e’ll deliver you 
Of vour great danger. 

Auf. Sir, I cannot tell ; 13 

We must proceed as we do find the people. 

3 Con. Ihe people will remain uncertain 

whilst 

'Twixt you there’s diflercnce ; but the fall 
of either 

Makes the sur\’ivor heir of all. 

Auf. 1 know it; 

And my pretext to strike at him admits :.o 
A good construction. 1 rais’d him, and I 
pawn’d 

Mine honour for his truth ; who being so 
heighten’d, 

He watered his new plants with dews of 
flattery. 

Seducing so my friends ; and to this end 
He bow’d his nature, never known before 
But to be rough, unswayable, and free, ^t) 
3 Con. Sir, his stoutness 
When he did stand for consul, which he lost 
By lack of stooping— 

Auf. 1 hat 1 would have spoke of. 

Being banish’d lor’t, he came unto my 
hearth, 3 ‘> 

Presented to my knife his throat. I took 
him ; 

Made him joint-servant with me; gave 
him way 

In all his own desires ; nay, let him choose 
Out of my files, his projects to accomplish, 
My best and freshest men; serv’d his 
dcsignments 35 

In mine ow n person ; holp to reap the fame 
Which he did end all his, and took some 
pride 

To do myself this wrong. Till, at the last, 
I seem’d his follower, not partner; and 
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He wag'd me with his countenance as if 40 
I had been mercenary. 

1 Cow. So he did, my lord. 

The army marvell’d at it; and, in the last. 
When he had carried Rome and that we 
look’d 

For no less spoil than glory— 

Auf, There was it; 

For which my sinews shall be stretch’d upon 
him, 4*) 

At a few drops of women’s rheum, which 
are 

As cheap as lies, he sold the blood and 
labour 

Of our great action ; therefore shall he die, 
And I’ll renew me in his fall. But, hark 1 4 / 
[Drums and trumpets sound, with great 
shouts of the people, 

1 Cow. Your native town you enter’d like 

a post, 

And had no welcomes home; but he 
returns 

Splitting the air with noise. 

2 Con. And patient fools. 

Whose children he hath slain, their base 

throats tear 
With giving him glory. 

3 Con. Therefore, at your vantage, 
Ere he express himself or move the people 
With what he would say, let him feel your 

sw'ord, .s<» 

Which we wiil second. When he lies along, 
After your way his tale pronounc’d shall 
bury 

His reasons with his body. 

Auf. Say no more: 

Here come the lords. f»o 

Enter the Lords of the city . 

Lords, You are most welcome home. 

Auf, 1 have not deserv’d it. 

But, worthy lords, have you with heed 
perused 

What I have written to you ? 

Lords, We have. 

1 Lord, And grieve to hear’t. 

What faults he made belore the last, I think 
Might have found easy fines ; but there to 
end 65 

Where he was to begin, and give away 
The benefit of our levies, answering us 
With our own charge, making a treaty 
where 

There w^as a yielding—this admits no 
excuse. 

Auf, He approaches; you shall hear 
him. 70 

Enter Coriolanus, marching with drum 
and colours ; the Commoners being with 
him. 

Cor. Hail, lords J I am return’d your 
soldier; 

No more infected with my country’s love 
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Than when 1 parted hence, but still sub¬ 
sisting 

Under your great command. You are to 
know 74 

That prosperously 1 have attempted, and 
With bloody passage led your wars even to 
The gates of Rome. Our spoils we have 
brought home 

Doth more than counterpoise a full third 
part 

The charges of the action. We have made 
peace 

With no less honour to the Antiates so 

I'han shame to th' Romans; and we here 
deliver, 

Subscrib’d by th’ consuls and patricians, 
rogether with the seal o’ th’ Senate, what 
We have compounded on. 

Auf, Read it not, noble lords ; 

But tell the traitor in the highest degree «5 
He hath abus’d your powers. 

Cor. Traitor ! How now ? 

Auf, Ay, traitor, Marcius. 

Cor. Marcius! 

Auf, Ay, Marcius, Cains Marcius I Dost 
thou think 

I'll grace thee with that robbery, thy stol'n 
name 

Coriolanus, in CorioU ? 90 

Vou lords and heads o’ th’ state, perfidi¬ 
ously 

He has betray’d your business and given up. 
For certain drops of salt, your city Rome— 
I say your city—to his wife and mother ; 
Breaking his oath and resolution like 95 
A twist of rotten silk ; never admitting 
Counsel o’ th’ war; but at his nurse’s 
tears 

He whin’d and roar’d away your victory, 
That pages blush’d at him, and men of 
heart 

Look’d wond'ring each at others. 

Cor. Hear’st thou, Mars ? 100 

Auf. Name not the god, thou boy of tears— 
Cor. Ha I 

Auf. —no more. 

Cor. Measureless liar, thou hast made my 
heart 

Too great for what contains it. * Boy ’ I O 
slave 1 

Pardon me, lords, ’tis the first time that 
ever 105 

I was forc’d to scold. Your Judgments, my 
grave lords, 

Must give this cur the lie; and his own 
notion— 

Who wears my stripes impress’d upon him, 
that 

Must bear my beating to his grave—shall 
join 

To thrust the lie unto him. no 

1 Lord, Peace, both, and hear me speak. 
Cor. Cut me to pieces, Volsces; men and 
lads, 



Scene 6] 

Stain all your edges on me. * Boy *! False 
hound I 

If you have writ your annals true, 'tis there 
That, like an eagle in a dove-cotc, 1 115 

Flutter'd your Volscians in Corioli. 

Alone I did it. ‘ Boy *! 

Auf. Why, noble lords. 

Will you be put in mind of his blind 
fortune, 

Which was your shame, by this unholy 
braggart, 

Fore your own eyes and ears ? 

Conspirators. Let him die for’t. 120 

All the people. Tear him to pieces. Do it 
presently. He kill'd my son. My daughter. 
He kill’d my cousin Marcus. He kill’d my 
father. 

2 Lord. Peace, ho ! No outrage—peace ! 
The man is noble, and iiis fame folds in 12:, 
This orb o’ th' earth. His last offences to us 
Shall have judicious hearing. Stand, 
Aufidius, 

And trouble not the peace. 

Cor. O that I had him, 

With six Aufidiuses, or more—his tribe. 

To use my lawful sword I 

Aw/, Insolent villain ! 130 

Conspirators. Kill, kill, kill, kill, kill him ! 
|T/ie Conspirators draw and kill 
Coriolanus, who falls. Aufidius 
stands cn him. 

Lords. Hold, hold, hold, hold 1 

Aw/. My noble masters, hear me speak. 

1 Lord. O Tillius ! 

2 Lord. Thou hast done a deed whereat 

valour will weep. 
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3 Lord. Tread not upon him. Masters all» 
be quiet; 

Put up your swords. 135 

Auf. My lords, when you shall know—as 
in this rage, 

Provok'd by him, you cannot—the great 
danger 

Which this man's life did owe you, you’ll 
rejoice 

That he is thus cut off. Please it your 
honours 

To call me to your Senate, I'll deliver 140 
Myself your loyal servant, or endure 
Your heaviest censure. 

1 Lord. Bear from hence his body. 

And mourn you for him. Let him be 

regarded 

As the most noble corse that ever herald 
Did follow to liis urn. 

2 Lord. His own impatience 145 

Takes from Aufidius a great part of 

blame. 

Let's make the best of it. 

Auf. My rage is gone, 

And I am struck with sorrow, l ake him up. 
Help, three o’ th’ chiefest soldiers ; I'll be 
one. 

Beat thou the drum, that it speak mourn¬ 
fully ; ijso 

Trail your steel pikes. Though in this city 
he 

Hath widowed and unchildcd many a one. 
Which to this hour bewail the injury. 

Yet he shall have a noble memory. i.h 
A ssist. [Hxeiinf, bearing the body of Coric- 
lanus. A dead march sounded. 
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DRAMATIS 

Saturninus, SOM to the late Emperor of 
Rome, afterwards Emperor, 

Bassianus, brother to Saturninus, 

Titus Andronicus, a noble Roman, 
Marcus Andronicus, Tribune of the People, 
a}id brother to Titus, 

Lucius, 

MartTuI; AndrowicMS, 

Mutius, J 

Young Lucius, a boy, son to Lucius, 
Publius, son to Marcus Andronicus, 
Sempronius, ] 

Caius, \ kinsmen to Titus, 

Valentine, j 

The Scene : Rc 


PERSONAi 

Almilius, a noble Roman, 

Alarbus, I 

Demetrius, > sons to Tamora, 

Chiron, J 

Aaron, a Moor, beloved by Tamora, 

A Captain. 

A Messenger. 

A Clown. 

Tamora, Queen of the Goths, 

Lavinia, daui’Jit^’r to Titus Andronicus, 

A Nurse, and a black Child. 

Romans and Goths. Senators, Tribunes, 
Officers, Soldiers, and Attendants, 

and the neifdibowliood. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Rome. Before the Capitol, 

Flourish, Enter the Tribunes and Senators 
aloft; and then enter below Saturninus 
and his Followers at one door, and 
Bassianus and his Followers at the 
other, with drums and trumpets. 

Sat, Noble patricians, patrons of my 
right. 

Defend the justice of ray cause with arms ; 
And, countrymen, my loving followers, 
Picad my successive title with your swords, 
I am his first-born son that was the last 5 
That ware the imperial diadem of Rome; 
Then let my father’s honours live in me. 
Nor wrong mine age with this indignity. 
Bas, Romans, friends, followers, favourers 
of my right, 

If ever Bassianus, Caesar’s son, 10 

Were gracious in the eyes of royal Rome, 
Keep then this passage to the Capitol; 
And suffer not dishonour to approach 
The imperial seat, to virtue consecrate, 

To justice, continence, and nobility ; 15 

But let desert in pure election shine; 

And, Romans, fight for freedom in your 
choice. 

Enter Marcus Andronicus aloft, with the 
crown, 

Marc, Princes, that strive by factions and 
by friends 

Ambitiously for rule and empery. 

Know that the people of Rome, for whom I 
we stand 20 

A special party, have by common voice 
In election for the Reman empery 
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Chosen Andronicus, surnamed Pius 
For many good and great deserts to Rome. 
A nobler man, a braver warrior, .5 

Lives not this day within the city walls. 
He by the Senate is accited home, 

From weary wars against the barbarous 
Goths, ; 

That with his sons, a terror to our foes, 
Hath yok'd a nation strong, train’d up in 
arms. 30 

Ten years arc spent since first he undertook 
This cause of Rome, and chastised with 
arms 

Our enemies' pride ; five times he hath 
return'd 

Bleeding to Horne, bearing his valiant sons 
In coffins from the field ; and at this day 
To the monument of that Andronici 
Done sacrifice of expiation. 

And slain the noblest prisoner of the Goths, 
And now at last, laden with honour’s spoils. 
Returns the good Andronicus to Rome, 
Renowned Titus, flourishing in arms. 

Let us entreat, by honour of his name 
Whom worthily you would have now 
succeed, 40 

And in the Capitol and Senate’s right. 
Whom you pretend to honour and adore, 
That you withdraw you and abate your 
strength. 

Dismiss your followers, and, as suitors 
should. 

Plead your deserts in peace and humble¬ 
ness. 45 

Sat, How fair the Tribune speaks to calm 
my thoughts! 

Bas, Marcus Andronicus, so I do affy 
In thy uprightness and integrity. 

And so I love and honour thee and thine, 





TITUS ANDRONICUS 


Scene 1] 

Thy noble brother Titus and his sons, 5 
And her to whom my thoughts are humbletJ 
all, 

Gracious Lavinia, Rome’s rich ornament, 
That I will here dismiss my loving friends, 
And to my fortunes and the people’s favour 
Commit my cause in balance to be weigh'd. 

[ExeMui the soldiers of Bassianus. 
Sat. Friends, that have been thus forward 
in my right, 5^- 

I thank you all and here dismiss you all, 
And to the love and favour of my country 
Commit myself, my person, and the cause. 

lExeaul the soldiers of Saturninus 
Rome, be as just and gracious unto me 6c 
As I am confident and kind to thee. 

Open the gates and let me in. 

Bus. Tribunes, and me, a poor competitor. 

They f'o up into the 
Senate House. 

Enter a Captain. 

Cap, Romans, make way. The good 
Andronicus, 

Patron of virtue, Rome’s best champion, Of, 
Successful in the battles that he tights, 
With honour and with fortune is return’d 
From where he circumscribed with his 
sword 

And brought to yoke the enemies of Rome. 

Sound drums and trumpets, and then enter 
Martius and Murius, two of Titus' sons ; 
and then two Men hearing a coffin covered 
ivith black ; then Lucius and Quintus, 
two other sons ; then Titus Andronicus ; 
and then Tamora the Queen oj (Joins, with 
her three sons, Alarbus, Demetrius and 
Chiron, with Aaron the Moor, and 
Others, as many as can be. Then set down 
the coffin and Titus speaks. 

Tit. Il iil, Rome, victorious in thy mourn¬ 
ing w'eeds I 70 

Lo, as the hark that hath discharg’d her 
fraught 

Returns with precious lading to the bay 
From whence at first she weigh’d her 
anchorage, 

Cometh Andronicus, bound with laurel 
boughs, 

To re-salute his country with his tears, 75 
Tears of true joy for his return to Rome. 
Thou great defender of this Capitol, 

Stand gracious to the rites that we intend ! 
Romans, of five and twenty valiant sons, 
Half of the number that King Priam had, 
Behold the poor remains, alive and dead ! 
These that survive let Rome reward with 
love; 8.: 

These that I bring unto their latest home. 
With burial amongst their ancestors. 

Here Goths have given me leave to sheathe 
my sword. 85 


Titus, unkind, and careless of thine own, 
Why suficr'st thou thy sons, unburied yet, 
To hover on the dreadful shore of Styx ? 
Make way to lay them by their brethren. 

[They open the tomb. 
There greet in silence, as the dead are wont, 
And sleep in peace, slain in your country’s 
wars. 91 

O sacred receptacle of my joys, 

Sweet cell of virtue and nobility. 

How many sons hast thou of mine in 
store 

That thou wilt never render to me more ! 05 
Luc. Give us the proudest prisoner of the 
Goths, 

That we may hew his limbs, and on a pile 
Ad manes fratrum sacrifice his flesh 
Before this earthy prison of their bones. 
That so the shadows be not unappeas’d, 100 
Nor we disturb’d with prodigies on earth. 
Tit. 1 give him you—the noblest that 
survives. 

The eldest son of this distressed queen. 
Tam. Stay, Roman brethren ! Gracious 
conqueror, 

Victorious 'I’itus, rue the tears I shed, 105 
A mother’s tears in passion for her son ; 
And if thy sons were ever dear to thee, 

O, think my son to be as dear to me ! 
Sufliceth not that we are brought to Rome 
To beautify thy triumphs, and return no 
Captive to thee and to thy Roman yoke ; 
But must my sons be slaughtered in the 
streets 

For valiant doings in their country’s cause ? 
O, if to fight for king and commonw^eal 
Were piety in thine, it is in these. 115 
Andronicus, stain not thy tomb with blood. 
Wilt thou draw' near the nature of the gods? 
Draw near them then in being merciful. 
Sweet mercy is nobility’s true badge, no 
Thrice-noble Titus, spare my first-born son. 
Tif. Patient yourself, madam, and pardon 
me. 

These are their brethren, whom your Goths 
beheld 

Alive and dead; and for their brethren 
slain 

Religiously they ask a sacrifice. 124 

To this your son is mark’d, and die he must 
T’ appease their groaning shadows that arc 
gone. 

Luc. Away with him, and make a fire 
straight; 

And with our swords, upon a pile of wood. 
Let’s hew’ his limbs till they be clean con¬ 
sum’d. 

[Exeunt Titus' sons, with Alarbus. 
Tam. O cruel, irreligious piety ! 130 

Chi. Was never Scythia half so barbarous! 
Dem. Oppose not Scythia to ambitious 
Rome. 

Alarbus goes to rest, and we survive 
To tremble under Titus’ threat’ning look. 
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Then, madam, stand resolv’d, but hope 
withal 135 

The self-same gods that arm’d the Queen 
of Troy 

With opportunity of sharp revenge 
Upon the Thracian tyrant in his tent 
May favour Tamora. the queen of Goths— 
When Goths were Goths and Tamora was 
queen— 140 

To quit the bloody wrongs upon her foes. 

Re-enter Lucius, Quintus, Martius, and 
Mutius, the sons of Andronictis, with their 
swords bloody, 

Luc. See, lord and father, how we have 
perform’d 

Our Roman rites: Alarbus’ limbs are 
lopp’d. 

And entrails feed the sacrificing fire. 

Whose smoke like incense doth perfume the 
sky. 

Kemaineth nought but to intor our brethren. 
And with loud ’larums welcome them to 
Rome. 

Tit. Let it be so, and let Andronicus 
Make this his latest farewell to their souls. 

Sound trumpets and lay the coffin in the 
tomb. 

In peace and honour rest you here, my 
sons; i.s<' 

Rome’s readiest champions, repose you 
here in rest. 

Secure from worldly chances and mishaps! 
Here lurks no treason, here no envy swells, 
Here grow no damned drugs, here are no 
storms. 

No noise, but silence and eternal sleep. 15s 
In peace and honour rest you here, my sons! 

Enter Lavinia. 

Lav, In peace and honour live Lord Titus 
long; 

My noble lord and father, live in fame ! 

Lo, at this tomb mv tributary tears 
I render for my brethren's obsequies ; jOo 
A nd at thy feet 1 kneel, with tears of foy 
Shed on this earth for thy return to 
Rome. 

O, bless me here with thy victorious hand. 
Whose fortunes Rome’s best citizens 
applaud! 

Tit, Kind Rome, that hast thus lovingly 
reserv’d i^)r> 

The cordial of mine age to glad my heart! 
Lavinia, live ; outlive thy father’s days. 
And fame’s eternal date, for virtue’s praise ! 

Enter, above, Marcus Andronicus and 
Tribunes ; re-emer Saturninus, Bassi- 
anus, and Attendants. 

Marc. Long live Lord Titus, my beloved 
brother, 

Gracious triumpher in the ey^s of Rome 1 
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Tit, Thanks, gentle Tribune, noble 
brother Marcus, 171 

Marc. And welcome, nephews, from 
successful wars. 

You that survive and you that sleep in 
fame. 

Fair lords, your fortunes are alike in all 
That in your country’s service drew your 
swords ; 175 

But safer triumph is this funeral pomp 
That hath aspir'd to Solon’s happiness 
And triumphs over chance in honour’s bed. 
Titus Andronicus, the people of Rome, 
Whose triend in justice thou hast ever 
been, i^o 

Send thee by me, their Tribune and their 
trust, 

This palliament of white and spotless hue ; 
And name thee in election for the empire 
With these our late-deceased Emperor's 
sons: 

Be candidatus then, and put it on, 

And help to set a head on headless Rome. 

Tit. A better head her glorious boJy fi^s 
Than his that shakes for age and feebleness. 
What should I don this robe and trouble 
you ? 

Be chosen with proclamations to-day, 190 
To-morrow yield up rule, resign my ife, 
And set abroad new business for you i 11 ? 
Rome, I have been thy soldier forty years. 
And led my country’s strength success!uUy, 
And buried one and twenty valiant sons, 
Knighted in field, slain manfully in arms. 
In right and service of their noble country. 
Give me a staff of honour for mine age. 
But not a sceptre to control the W'orld, 
Upright he held it. lords, that held it last. 

Marc. Titus, thou shalt obtain and ask 
the empery. 201 

Sat. Proud and ambitious Tribune, canst 
thou tell ? 

Tit. Patience, Prince Saturninus. 

Sat. Romans, do me right. 

Patricians, draw your swords, and sheathe 
them not 

Till Saturninus be Rome’s Emperor. 205 
Andronicus, would thou were shipp’d to 
hell 

Rather than rob me of the people’s hearts ! 

Luc. Proud Saturnine, interrupter of the 
good 

That noble-minded Titus means to thee ! 

Tit. Content thee, Prince ; I will restore 
to thee 2u> 

The people’s hearts, and wean them from 
themselves. 

Ba$. Andronicus, I do not flatter thee, 
But honour thee, and will do till I die. 

My faction if thou strengthen with thy 
friends, 

I will most thankful be; and thanks to 
men 1x5 

Of noble minds is honourable meed. 
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Tit. People of Rome, and people's 
Tribunes here, 

I ask your voices and your suffrages : 

Will ye bestow them friendly on Androni- 
cus ? 

Trib. To gratify the good Andronicus, 220 
And gratulatc his safe return to Rome, 
The people will accept whom he admits. 

TU. Tribunes, I thank you ; and this suit 
I make, 

That you create our Emperor's eldest son. 
Lord Saturnine ; whose virtues will. I hope, 
Reflect on Rome as Titan's rays on earth, 
And ripen justice in this commonweal. 
Then, if you will elect by my advice, 
Crown him, and say ' Long live our 
Emperor! * 

Marc. With voices and applause of every 
sort, 23« 

Patricians and plebeians, we create 
Lord Saturninus Home’s great Emperor ; 
And say ‘Long live our Emperor Saturnine!’ 
[A long flourish till they come down 

Sat, Titus Andronicus, tor thy favours 
done 

To us in our election this day 235 

1 give tliee thanks in part of thy deserts, 
And will with deeds requite thy gentleness ; 
And for an onset, Titus, to adv^ance 
Thy name and honourable family, 

Lavinia will I make my emperess, 240 
Rome's royal mistress, mistress of my heart, 
And in the sacred Pantheon her espouse. 
Tell me, Andronicus, doth this motion 
please thee ? 

Til. It doth, my worthy lord, and in this 
match 241 

1 hold me highly honoured of your Grace, 
And here in sight of Rome, to Saturnine, 
King and commander oi our commonweal, 
The wide world’s Emperor, do I consecrate 
My sword, my chariot, and my prisoners. 
Presents well worthy Rome’s imperious 
lord; 25' 

Receive them then, the tribute that I owe, 
Mine honour’s ensigns humbled at thy feet. 

Sal. Thanks, noble Titus, father of my 
life. 

How proud I am of thee and of thy gifts 
Rome shall record ; and when I do forget 
The least of these unspeakable deserts, 2v 
Romans, forget your fealty to me. 

Til. ITo TamoraJ Now, madam, are you 
prisoner to an emperor ; 

To him that tor your honour and your state 
Will use you nobly and your followers. 260 

Sat, [Aside] A goodly lady, trust me ; of 
the hue 

That 1 would choose, were I to choose 
anew.— 

Clear up, fair Queen, that cloudy counten¬ 
ance ; 

Though chance of war hath wrought this 
change of cheer^ 


Thou com’st not to be made a scorn in 
Rome— 265 

Princely shall be thy usage every way. 
Rest on my word, and let not discontent 
Daunt all your hopes. Madam, he comforts 
you 

Can make you greater than the Queen of 
Goths. 260 

Lavinia. you are not displeas’d with this ? 

Lar, Not 1 , my lord, sith true nobility 
Warrants these words in princely courtesy. 

Sal. Thanks, sweet Lavinia. Remans, let 
us go. 

Ransomless here we set our prisoners free. 
Proclaim our honours, lords, with trump 
and drum. [Flourish. 

Bas, Lord Titus, by your leave, this maid 
is mine. [Seriing Lavinia, 

Tit. How, sir! Are you in earnest then, 
my lord ? 277 

Bas. Ay, noble Titus, and resolv’d withal 
To do myself this reason ard this right. 

Mart. Suum cuiqiie is our Roman justice: 
This prince in justice seizeth but his own. 

Luc. And that he will and shall, if Lucius 
live. 

Til. Traitors, avaunt! Where is the 
Emperor’s guard ? 

Treason, my lord—Lavinia is surpris’d I 

Sai. Surpris’d ! By whom ? 

Bas, By him that justly may 285 

Bear his betroth’d from all the world away. 

[Exeunt Bassianus and Marcus 
with Lar inia, 

Mul. Brothers, help to convey her hence 
away, 

And with my sword I’ll keep this door safe. 

[Exeunt Lucius, Quintus, and Martius, 

Tit. Follow, my lord, and I’ll soon bring 
her back. 

Mul. My lord, you pass not here. 

Tit. What, villain boy ! 290 

Bar'st me my way in Rome ? 

Mul. Help, Lucius, help ! 

17 it us kills him. During the fray, exeunt 
Saturninus, Tcniora, Demetrius, 
Chiron, and Aaron. 

Re-enter Lucius. 

Luc, My lord, you are unjust, and more 
than so : 

In wrongful quarrel you have slain your 
son. 

Tit. Nor thou nor he are any sons of 
mine; 

My sons would never so dishonour me. 295 

Re-enter aloft the Empfror with Tamora 

and her two Sons, and Aaron the Moor, 

Traitor, restore Lavinia to the Emperor. 

Luc. Dead, if you will; but not to be his 
wife, 

That is another’s lawful promis'd love. 

(.Exit. 
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Sat, No, Titus, no; the Emperor needs 
her not, 

Nor her, nor thee, nor any of thy stock. 300 
1‘11 trust by leisure him that mocks me 
once; 

Thee never, nor thy traitorous haughty 
sons. 

Confederates all thus to dishonour me. 

Was there none else in Rome to make a 
stale 

But Saturnine ? Full well, Andronicus, 305 
Agree these deeds with that proud brag of 
thine 

That saidst 1 begg’d the empire at thy 
hands. 

Tit O monstrous ! What reproachful 
words are these ? 

Sal. But go thv ways ; go, give that 
changing piece 

To him that flourish'd for her with his 
sword. 310 

A valiant son-in-law thou shalt enje^y; 
One fit to bandy with thy lawless sons. 

To ruffle in the commonwcallh of Rome. 

Tit These words are razors to my 
wounded heart. 

Sat And therefore, Lively Tamora, Queen 
of Goths, 

That, like the stately Phoebe 'mongst her 
nymphs, 

Dost overshine thi gallant'st dames of 
Rome, 

If thou be pleas’d with this my sudden 
choice, 

Behold, I choose thee, Tamora, for my 
bride 

And will create thee Emperess of Rome, ^2o 
Speak, Queen of Goths, dost thou applaud 
my choice ? 

And here 1 sw^ear by all the Roman gods— 
Sith priest and holy water are so near. 

And tapers burn so bright, and every¬ 
thing 

In readiness for Hymen^us stand— 3^5 

I will not re-salute the streets of Rome, 

Or climb my palace, till from forth this 
place 

1 lead espous’d my bride along with me. 

Tam. And here in sight of heaven to 
Rome I swear, 3^0 

If Saturnine advance the Queen of Goths, 
She will a handmaid be to his desires, 

A loving nurse, a mother to his youth. 

Sat, Ascend, fair queen, I*antheon. 
Lords, accompany 

Your noble Emperor and his lovely bride, 
Sent by the heavens for Prince Saturnine, 
Whose wisdom hath her fortune conquered; 
There shall we consummate our spousal 
rites, [Exeunt all but Titus, 

Tit, I am not bid to wait upon this bride. 
Titus, when wert thou wont to walk alone. 
Dishonoured thus, and challenged of 
wrongs ? 340 ; 
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[Act 1 

Re-enter Marcus, and Tiius* sons, Lucius, 
Quintus, and Martius. 

Marc. O Titus, see, O, see what thou hast 
done! 

In a bad quarrel slain a virtuous son. 

Tit No, foolish I ribune, no ; no son of 
mine— 

Nor thou, nor these, confederates in the 
deed 

That hath dishonoured all our family ; 313 

Unworthy brother and unworthy sons ! 

Luc, But let us give him burial, as 
becomes ; 

Give Miitiiis burial with our bretl.eren. 

Tit Traitors, away ! He rests not in this 
tomb. 

This monument five hundred years hath 
stood, 35‘> 

Which 1 have sumptuously re-edified ; 

Here none but soldiers and Rome’s 
servitors 

Repose in fame; none basely slain in 
braw'l«;. 

Bury him where you can, he comes not 
here. 

Marc. My lord, this is impiety in you. 355 

My nephew Mutiiis' deeds do plead for him ; 

He must be buried with his bretle'en. 

Quin. 1 And shall, or him we will accom- 

Mart. / pany. 

Tit ‘ And shall ’! What villain was it 
spake that word ? 

Quin, He that would vouch it in any 
place but here. }' o 

Tit What, would you bury him in niy 
despite ? 

Marc. No, noble Titus, but entreat of 
thee 

To pardon Miitius and to bury him. 

Tit. Marcus, even thou hast struck upon 
my crest, 

And with these boys mine honour thou hast 
wounded. 3^>5 

My foes I do repute you every one ; 

So trouble me no more, but get you pone. 

Mart He is not with himself; let us 
withdraw. 

Quin. Not I, till Mutius’ bones be buried. 

[The brother and the sons kneel. 

Marc. Brother, tor in that name doth 
nature plead— 370 

Quin, Father, and in that name doth 
nature speak— 

Tit Speak thou no more, if all the rest 
will speed. 

Marc. Renowned Titus, more than half 
my soul— 

Luc. Dear father, soul and substance of 
us all— 374 

Marc. Suffer thy brother Marcus to inter 

His noble nephew here in virtue’s nest, 

That died in honour and Lavinia’s cause. 

Thou art a Roman—be not barbarous. 



TITUS ANDRONICUS 


Scene 1] 

The Greeks upon advice did bury Ajax, 
That slew himself; and wise Laertes' son 
Did graciously plead for his funerals. 38 
l^t not young Mutius, then, that was thy 
joy, 

Be barr’d his entrance here. 

Tit. Rise, Marcus, rise ; 

The dismarst day is this that e'er I saw, 
To be dishonoured by my sons in Rome! 
Well, bury him, and bury me the next. 

[They put Muiius in the tomb. 
Luc. There lie thy bones, sweet Mutius, 
with thy friends. 

Till we with trophies do adorn thy tomb. 
All. [Kneeling] No man shed tears for 
noble Mutius ; 

He lives in fame that died in virtue's cause. 
Marc. My lord—to step out of these 
dreary dumps— 3u‘ 

How comes it that the subtle Queen of 
Goths 

Is of a sudden thus advanc’d in Rome ? 
Tit. I know not, Marcus, but I know 
it is— 

Whether by device or no, the heavens can 
tell. .vj5 

Is she not, then, beholding to the man 
That brought her for this high good turn 
sSO far ? 

Marc. Yes, and will nobly him remun¬ 
erate. 

Flourish. Re-enter the Emperor, Tamora 
and her two Sons, with the Moor, at one 
door ; at the other door, Bassianus and 
Lavinia, with Others. 

Sat. So, Bassianus, you have play’d your 
prize: 

God give you joy, sir, of your gallant bride ! 
Bas. And you of yours, my lord ! 1 say 
no more, 4<>i 

Nor wish no less ; and so I take my leave. 
Sai. Traitor, if Rome have law or we have 
power, 

Thou and thy faction shall repent this rape. 
Bas. Rape, call you it, my lord, to seize 
my own, 405 

My true betrothed love, and now my wife ? 
But let the laws of Rome determine all; 
Meanwhile am 1 possess'd of that is mine. 
Sat. 'Tis good, sir. You are very short 
with us; 

But if we live we’ll be as sharp with you. 410 
Bas. My lord, what I have done, as best 
1 may. 

Answer I must, and shall do with my life. 
Only thus much I give your Grace to know : 
By all the duties that 1 owe to Rome, 

This noble gentleman, Lord Titus here, 415 
Is in opinion and in honour wrong'd, 

That, in the rescue of Lavinia, 

With his own hand did slay his youngest 
son. 

In zeal to you, and highly mov'd to wrath 


To be controll'd in that he frankly gave. 420 
Receive him then to favour. Saturnine, 
That hath express'd himself in all his deeds 
A father and a friend to thee and Rome. 
Tit. Prince Bassianus, leave to plead my 
deeds. 

'Tis thou and those that have dishonoured 
me. 4 25 

Rome and the righteous heavens be my 
judge 

How I have lov'd and honoured Saturnine I 
Tam. My worthy lord, if ever Tamora 
Were gracious in those princely eyes of 
thine, 4^9 

Then hear mo speak indifferently for all; 
And at my suit, sweet, pardon what is past. 
Sat. What, madam 1 be dishonoured 
openly. 

And basely put it up without revenge ? 
Tam. Not so, my lord ; the gods of Rome 
forfend 

I should be author to dishonour you I 435 
But on mine honour dare 1 undertake 
For good Lord Titus’ innocence in all. 
Whose fury not dissembled speaks his griefs. 
Then at my suit look graciously on him ; 
Lose not so noble a friend on vain suppose. 
Nor with sour looks afflict his gentle heart. 
(Aside to Sat.\ My lord, be rul’d by me, be 
won at last; 442 

Dissemble all your griefs and discontents. 
You are but newly planted in your throne ; 
Lest, then, the people, and patricians too. 
Upon a just survey take Titus’ part, 41^ 
And so supplant you for ingratitude. 
Which Rome reputes to be a heinous sin. 
Yield at entreats, and then let me alone : 
ru find a day to massacre them all, 450 
And raze their faction and their family, 
The cruel father and his traitorous sons. 

To whom 1 sued for my dear son's life ; 
And make them know what ’tis to let a 
queen 

Kneel in the streets and beg for grace in 
vain.— 455 

Come, come, sweet Emperor; come, 
Androniciis. 

Take up this good old man, and cheer the 
heart 

That dies in tempest of thy angry frow n. 
Sat. Rise, Titus, rise ; my Empress hath 
prevail’d. 

Tit. I thank your Majesty and her, my 
lord ; 460 

These words, these looks, infuse new life in 
me. 

Tam. Titus, I am incorporate in Rome, 
A Roman now adopted happily. 

And must advise the Emperor for his good. 
Tills day all quarrels die, Andronicus ; 4(‘5 
And let it be mine honour, good my lord, 
That I have reconcil'd your friends and you. 
For you, Prince Bassianus, I have pass’d 
My word and promise to the Emoeror 4<>9 
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That you will be more mild and tractable. 
And fear not, lords—and you, Lavinia. 

By my advice, all humbled on your knees. 
You shall ask pardon of his Majesty. 

Luc. We do, and vow to heaven and to 
his Highness 474 

That what wc did was mildly as we might, 
Tend'ring our sister’s honour and our own. 

Marc. That on mine honour here do I 
protest. 

Sat, Away, and talk not; trouble us no 
more. 

Tam, Nay, nay, sweet Emperor, we must 
all be friends. 

The Tribune and his nephews kneel for 
grace. 4«o 

I will not be denied. Sweet heart, look 
back. 

Sat, Marcus, for thy sake, and thy 
brother’s here. 

And at my lovely Tamora’s entreats, 

1 do remit these young men’s heinous 
faults. 

Stand up. 485 

Lavinia, though you left me like a churl, 

I found a friend ; and sure as death I swore 
I would not part a bachelor from the priest. 
Come, if the Emperor’s court can feast two 
brides, 

You are my guest, Lavinia, and your 
friends. 49<' 

This day shall be a love-day, Tamora. 

Tit, To-morrow', an it please your 
Majesty 

To hunt the panther and the hart with me, 
With horn and hound we’ll give your Grace 
bonjour. 

Sat, Be it so, Titus, and gramercy too. 

lExcunt. Sound trumpets. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Rome. Before t}ie palace. 

Enter Aaron. 

Aar, Now climbeth Tamora Olympus* 
top, 

Safe out of Fortune’s shot, and sits aloft. 
Secure of thunder’s crack or lightning flash. 
Advanc’d above pale envy’s threat’ning 
reach. 

As when the golden sun salutes the morn, 5 
And, having gilt the ocean with his beams. 
Gallops the zodiac in his glistering coach 
And overlooks the highest-peering hills, 

So Tamora. 

Upon her wit doth earthly honour wait, 10 
And virtue stoops and trembles at her 
frown. 

Then, Aaron, arm thy heart and fit thy 
thoughts 

To mount aloft with thy imperial mistress, 
And mount her pitch whom thou in triumph 
long 


[Act 2 

Hast prisoner held, fett’red in amorous 
chains, ^5 

And faster bound to Aaron’s charming eyes 
Than is Prometheus tied to Caucasus. 
Away with slavish weeds and servile 
thoughts! 

I will be bright and shine in pearl and gold, 
Fo wait upon this new-made emperess. 20 
To wait, said I ? To wanton with this 
queen, 

This goddess, this Semiramis, this nymph. 
This siren that will charm Rome’s 
Saturnine, 

And see his shipwreck and his common¬ 
weal's. 

Hullo ! what storm is this ? 25 

Enfn Chiron and Demetrius, bravinf *. 

Dem, Chiron, thy years wants wit, thy 
wits wants edge 

And manners, to intrude where I am 
grac’d, 

And mav, ior aught thou knowest, aflected 
be. 

Chi. Demetrius, thou dost over-ween 
in all; 

And so in this, to bear me down with 
braves, 30 

’Tis not the difference of a year or two 
Makes me less gracious or thee more 
fortunate: 

I am as able and as fit as thou 
/’o serve and to deserve my mistress' grace; 
And that my sw ord upon thee shall approve. 
And plead my passions for Lavinia's love. 

Aar. fAside] Clubs, clubs ! These lovers 
will not keep the peace. 37 

Dem. Why, boy, although our mother, 
unadvis’d. 

Gave you a dancing-rapier by your side, 
Arc you so desperate grown to threat your 
friends ? 40 

Go to; have your lath glued within your 
sheath 

Till you know better how to handle it. 

Chi. Meanwhile, sir. with the little skill 
I have, 

Full well Shalt thou perceive how much I 
dare. 

Dem. Ay, boy, grow ye so brave ? 

[They draw, 

Aar, fComing forward] Why, how now, 
lords I 45 

So near the Emperor’s palace dare ye draw 
And maintain such a quarrel openly ? 

Full well 1 wot the ground of all this grudge: 
1 would not for a million of gold 
The cause were known to them it most 
concerns; 50 

Nor would your noble mother for much 
more 

Be so dishonoured in the court of Rome. 
For shame, put up. 

Dem. Not 1 , till 1 have sheath’d 
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Scene 1] 

My rapier in his bosom, and withal 
Thrust those reproachful speeches down 
his throat 55 

That he hath breath'd in my dishonour 
here. 

Chi. For that I am prepar’d and full 
resolv'd. 

Foul-spoken coward, that thund’rest with 
thy tongue, 

And with thy weapon nothing dar’st 
perform. 

Aar. Away, I say ! 60 

Now, by the gods that warlike Goths adore, 
This petty brabble will undo us all. 

Why, lords, and think you not how 
dangerous 

It is to jet upon a prince’s right ? 

What, is Lavinia then become so loose, (>f. 
Or Bassianus so degenerate. 

That for her love such quarrels may be 
broach’d 

Without controlment, justice, or revenge ? 
Young lords, beware; an should the 
Empress know 

This discord's ground, the music would not 
please. 7“ 

Chi. I care not, 1 , knew she and all the 
world : 

I love Lavinia more than all the world. 

Dem. Youngling, learn thou to make 
some meaner choice : 

Lavinia is thine elder brother's hope. 

Aar. Why, are ye mad, or know ye not 
in Rome 

How furious and impatient they be, 7<' 
And cannot brook competitors in love ? 

I tell you, lords, you do but plot your deaths 
By this device. 

Chi. Aaron, a thousand deaths 

Would 1 propose to achieve her whom 1 
love. Ko 

Aar, To achieve her—How ? 

Dem. Why mak’st thou it so strange ? 
She is a woman, therefore may be woo’d ; 
She is a woman, therefore may be won; 
She is Lavinia, therefore must be lov’d. 
What, man 1 more water glideth by the mill 
Than wots the miller of; and easy it is 86 
Of a cut loaf to steal a shive, we know. 
Though Bassianus be the Emperor’s 
brother. 

Better than he have worn Vulcan's badge. 

Aar. [Aside] Ay, and as good as Saturni- 
nus may. 

Dem. Then why should he despair that, 
knows to court it i 

With words, fair looks, and liberality ? 
What, hast not thou full often struck a doe, | 
And borne her cleanly by the keeper's nose?; 

Aar. Why, then, it seems some certain 
snatch or so 

Would serve your turns. 

Chi. Ay, so the turn were served. 96 

Dem. Aaron, thou hast hit it, i 


Aar. Would you had hit it too I 

Then should not we be tir'd with this ado. 
Why, hark ye, hark ye ! and are you such 
fools 

To square for this ? Would it offend you, 
then, 100 

That both should speed ? 

Chi. Faith, not me. 

Dem. Nor me, so I were one. 

Aar. For shame, be friends, and join for 
that you jar. 

'Tis policy and stratagem must do 104 
That you attect; and so must you resolve 
That what you cannot as you would 
achieve, 

You must perforce accomplish as you may. 
Take this of me: Lucrece was not more 
chaste 

Than this Lavinia, Bassianus' love. 

A speedier course than ling’ring languish- 
ment no 

Must we pursue, and I have found the path. 
My lords, a solemn hunting is in hand ; 
There will the lovely Roman ladies troop ; 
T he forest walks are wide and spacious, 
And many unfrequented plots there are 1T5 
Fitted by kind for rape and villainy. 

Single you thither then this dainty doe, 
And strike her home by force if not by 
words. 

This' way, or not at all, stand you in hope. 
Come, come, our Empress, with her sacred 

wit Ti'O 

To villainy and vengeance consecrate. 

Will we acquaint with all what we intend ; 
And she shall file our engines with advice 
That will not suffer you to square your¬ 
selves, 

But to your wishes’ height advance you 
both. i;:5 

The Emperor’s court is like the house of 
Fame, 

The palace full of tongues, of eyes, and cars; 
The woods are ruthless, dreadful, deaf, and 
dull. 

There speak and strike, brave boys, and 
take your turns ; 

'^There serve your lust, shadowed from 
heaven’s eye, 130 

And revel in Lavinia’s treasury. 

Chi, Thy counsel, lad, smells of no 
cowardice. 

Dem. Sit fas aut nefas, till 1 find the 
stream 

To cool this heat, a charm to calm these 

fits, 134 

Per Styga, per manes vchor. [Exeunt. 

Scene 11 . A forest near Rome. 

Enter Titus Andronicus, and his three 
sons, Lucius, Quintus, Martius, making 
a noise with hounds and horns ; and 
Marcus. 
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[Act 2 


Tit. The hunt is up, the morn is bright 
and grey. 

The fields are fragrant, and the woods are 
green. 

Uncouple here, and let us make a bay. 
And wake the Emperor and his lovely 
bride. 

And rouse the Prince, and ring a hunter’s 
peal, 5 

That all the court may echo with the noise. 
Sons, let it be your charge, as it is ours. 
To attend the Emperor’s person carefully. 
I have been troubled in my sleep this night, 
But dawning day new comfort hath 
inspir'd, if) 

Here a cry of hounds, and wind horns in a 

pea!. Then enter Saturninus, Tamora, 

Bassianus, Lavinia, Chiron, Dk- 

METRius, and their Attendants. 

Many good morrows to your Majesty ! 
Madam, to you as many and as good ! 

I promised your Grace a hunter’s peal. 

Sat. And you have rung it lustily, my 
lords— 14 

Somewhat too early for new-married ladies. 

Bas. Lavinia, how say you ? 

Lav. I say no : 

I have been broad awake two hours and 
more. 

Sat. Come on then, horse and chariots 
let us have, 

And to our sport. [To Tamora] Madam, 
now shall ye sec 
Our Roman hunting. 

Marc. 1 have dogs, my lord, 

Will rouse the proudest panther in the 
chase, 

And climb the highest promontory top. 

Tit. And I ha\'c horse will follow where 
the game 

Makes way, and run like swallows o'er the 
plain, 

Dcm. Chiron, we hunt not, we, with horse 
nor hound, .!5 

But hope to pluck a dainty doe to ground. 

lExeuuh 

Scene III. A lonely part of the forest. 

Enter Aaron alone, with a hag of gold. 

Aar. He that had wit would think that 
I had none, 

To bury so much gold under a tree 
And never after to inherit it. 

Let him that thinks of me so abjectly 
Know that this gold must coin a stratagem. 
Which, cunningly effected, will beget 6 
A very excellent piece of villainy. 

And so repose, sweet gold, for their unrest 
[Hides the gold. 
That have their alms out of the Empress’ 
chest. 

Enter Tamora alone, to the Moor. 
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Tam. My lovely Aaron, wherefore look’st 
thou sad 10 

When everything doth make a glcefiu 
boast ? 

The birds chant melody on every bush ; 
The snakes lie rolled in the cliecrfiil sun ; 
file green leaves quiver with the cooling 
wind 

And make a chequer'd shadow on the 
ground ; i s 

Under their sweet shade, Aaron, let us sit. 
And whilst the babbling echo mocks the 
hounds, 

Replying shrilly to the wcll-tun’d horns. 
As if a double hunt were heard at once, 
Let us sit down and mark their yellowing 
noise; 

And—after conflict such as was suppos’d 
The wand'ring prince and Dido once en- 
joyed.'^ 

When with a happy storm they were 
surpris’d. 

And curtain'd with a counsel-keeping 
cave— 

We may, each wreathed in the other’s 
arms, 

Our pastimes done, possess a golden 
slumber, 

Whiles hounds and horns and sweet 
melodious birds 
Be unto us as is a nurse’s song 
Of lullaby to bring her babe asleep. 

Aar. Madam, though Venus govern your 
desires, 30 

Saturn is dominator over mine. 

What signifies my deadly-standing eye, 

My silence and my cloudy melancholy, 

My fleece of woolly hair that noW’ unciiiis 
Even as an adder when she doth unroll 3^ 
'Fo do some fatal execution ? 

No. madam, these arc no venereal signs. 
Vengeance is in my heart, death in my 
hand, 

Blood and revenge arc hammering in my 
head. 

Hark, Tamora, the empress of my soul, 4" 
Which never hopes more heaven than rests 
in thee— 

Tins is the day of doom for Bassianus ; 

His Philomel must lose her tongue to-day, 
Fhy sons make pillage of her chastity, 

And wash their hands in Bassianus’ blood. 
Secst thou this letter ? Take it up, I pray 
thee, 46 

And give the King this fatal-plotted scroll. 
Now question me no more; wc are 
espied. 

Here comes a parcel of our hopeful booty, 
Which dreads not yet their lives' destruc¬ 
tion. 50 

Enter Bassianus and Lavinia. 

Tam. Ah, my sweet Moor, sweeter to me 
than life I 



TITUS ANDRONICUS 


Scene 3] 

Aar* No inore» great Empress; Bassiatius 
comes. 

Be cross with him; and Til go fetch thy 
sons 

To back thy quarrels, whatsoe’er they be. 

[Exif. 

Bas. Who have we here ? Rome’s royal 
Emperess, 55 

UnfurnishM of her well-beseeming troop ? 
Or is it Dian, habited like her, 

Who hath abandoned her holy groves 
To see the general hunting in this forest ? 

Tam. Saucy controller of my private 
steps I 60 

Had I the pow’r that some say Dian had. 
Thy temples should be planted presently 
With horns, as was Acta;on’s ; and the 
hounds 

Should drive upon thy new-transformed 
limbs, 

Unmannerly intruder as tliou art! 

Lav. Under your patience, gentle 
Emperess, 

'Tis thought you have a goodly gift in 
horning, 

And to be doubted that your Moor and you 
Arc singled forth to try thy experiments, 
Jove shield your husband from his hounds 
to-day! 

Tis pity they should take him for a stag. 

Bas. Believe me. Queen, your swarth 
Cimmerian 

Doth make your honour of his body’s hue, 
Spotted, detested, and abominable. 

Why arc you sequest’red from all your 
train, 75 

Dismounted from your snow-white goodly 
steed, 

And wand’rcd hither to an obscure plot. 
Accompanied but with a barbarous Moor, 
If foul desire had not conducted you ? 

Lav. And, being intercepted in your 
sport, 80 

Great reason that my noble lord be rated 
For sauciness. 1 pray you let us hence, 
And let her joy her raven-coloured love; 
This valley fits the purpose passing well. 

Bas. The King my brother shall have 
notice of this. 8.s 

Lav. Ay, for these slips have made him 
noted long. 

Good king, to be so mightily abused ! 

Tam. Why, I have patience to endure all 
this. 

Enter Chiron and Demi-trius. 

Dem. How now, dear sovereign, and our 
gracious mother! 

Why doth your Highness look so pale and 
wan ? f(<> 

Tam. Have I not reason, think you, to 
look pale ? 

These two have 'ticed me hither to this 
place. 


A barren detested vale you see it is: 

The trees, though summer, yet forlorn and 
lean, 94 

Overcome with moss and baleful mistletoe ; 
Here never shines the sun ; here nothing 
breeds. 

Unless the nightly owl or fatal raven. 

And when they show’d me this abhorred pit, 
Ihey told me, here, at dead time of the 
night, 

A thousand fiends, a thousand hissing 
snakes, 100 

Ten thousand swelling toads, as many 
urchins. 

Would make such fearful and confused cries 
As any mortal body hearing it 
Should straight fall mad or else die 
suddenly. 

No sooner had they told this hellish tale 105 
But straight they told me they would hind 
me here 

Unto the body of a dismal yew. 

And leave me to this miserable death. 

And then they call'd me foul adulteress, 
Lascivious Goth, and all the bitterest terms 
That ever ear did hear to such effect; m 
And had you not by wondrous fortune 
come. 

This vengeance on me had they executed. 
Revenge it, as you love your mother’s 
life, 114 

Or be ye not henceforth call’d my children. 

Dem. This is a witness that I am thy son. 

[Slabs Bassianus, 

Chi. And this for me, struck home to 
show my strength. [A/so stabs. 

Lav. Ay, come, Semiramis—nay, bar¬ 
barous Tamora, 

For no name fits thy nature but thy own ! 

Tam. Give me the poniard ; you shall 
know, my boys, 120 

Your mother's hand shall right your 
mother's wrong. 

Dem. Stay, madam, here is more belongs 
to her ; 

First thrash the corn, then after burn the 
straw. 

This minion stood upon her chastity, 

Upon her nuptial vow, her loyalty, 125 
And with that painted hope braves your 
mightiness ; 

And shall she carry this unto her grave ? 

Chi. An if she do, 1 would I were an 
eunuch. 

Drag hence her husband to some secret 
hole, 129 

And make his dead trunk pillow to our lust. 

Tam. But when ye have the honey we 
desire, 

Let not this wasp outlive, us both to sting. 

Chi. I warrant you, madam, we will 
make that sure. 

Come, mistress, now perforce we will enjoy 
That nice-preserved honesty of yours. 135 
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Lav. O Tamora I thou bearest a woman's 
face— 

Tam. 1 will not hear her speak; away 
with her! 

Lav. Sweet lords, entreat her hear me but 
a word. 

Dem. Listen, fair madam : let it be your 
glory 13 

To sec her tears ; but be your heart to them 
As unrelenting flint to drops of rain. 

Lav, When did the tiger's young ones 
teach the dam ? 

O, do not learn her wrath—she taught it 
thee; 

The milk thou suck'dst from her did turn 
to marble, 144 

Even at thy teat thou hadst thy tyranny. 
Yet every mother breeds not sons alike : 
[To Chiron) Do thou entreat her show a 
woman’s pity. 

Chi. What, wouldst thou have me prove 
myself a bastard ? 

Lav. 'Tis true, the raven doth not hatch 
a lark. 149 

Yet have I heard—O, could I find it now 1— 
The lion, mov’d with pity, did endure 
To have his princely paws par’d all away. 
Some say that ravens foster forlorn children, 
The whilst their own birds famish in their 
nests; 1^4 

O, be to me, though thy hard heart say no, 
Nothing so kind, but something pitiful I 

Tam. I know not what it means ; away 
with her! 

Lav. O, let me teach theel For my 
father's sake, 

That gave thee life when well he might 
have slain thee, 

Be not obdurate, open thy deaf ears. 160 

Tam. Hadst thou in person ne'er offended 
me. 

Even for his sake am I pitiless. 

Remember, boys, 1 pour’d forth tears in 
vain 

To save your brother from the sacrifice; 
But fierce Andronicus would not relent, 16/, 
Therefore away with her, and use her as 
you will; 

The worse to her the better lov’d of me. 

Lav. O Tamora, be call’d a gentle queen. 
And with thine own hands kill me in this 
place I 169 

For 'tis not life that I have begg’d so long ; 
Poor I was slain when Bassianus died. 

Tam. What beg’st thou, then ? Fond 
woman, let me go. 

Lav. 'Tis present death I beg; and one 
thing more, 

That womanhood denies my tongue to tell: 
O, keep me from their worse than killing 
lust, 175 

And tumble me into some loathsome pit, 
Where never man's eye may behold my 
body; 1 


[Act 2 

Do this, and be a charitable murderer. 

Tam. So should I rob my sweet sons of 
their fee; 

No, let them satisfy their lust on thee. 180 

Dem. Away I for thou hast stay'd us here 
too long. 

Lav, No grace ? no womanhood ? Ah, 
beastly creature, 

The blot and enemy to our general name! 

Confusion fall— 

Chi, Nay, then I'll stop your mouth. 
Bring thou her husband. 185 

This is the hole where Aaron bid us hide 
him. 

[Demetrius throws Oie body of Basshnus 
into the pit; then exeunt Demetrius and 
Chiron, dragging off Lavinia. 

Tam, Farewell, my sons ; see that you 
make her sure. 

Ne’er let my heart know merry cheer indeed 

Till all the Andronici be made away. 189 

Now will I hence to seek my lovely Moor, 

And let my spleenful sons this trull 
deflower. I Ex if. 

Re-enitr Aaron, with ttvo of Titus' sons, 
Quintus and Martius. 

Aar. Come on, my lords, the better foot 
before; 

Straight will 1 bring you to the loathsome 
pit 

Where 1 espied the panther fast asleep. 

Quin, My sight is very dull, whate'er it 
bodes. 195 

Marf, And mine, I promise you ; were it 
not for shame, 

Well could 1 leave our sport to sleep awhile. 

[Falls into the pit. 

Quin, What, art thou fallen ? What 
subtle hole is this. 

Whose mouth is covered with rude-growing 
briers. 

Upon whose leaves are drops of new-shed 
blood 200 

As fresli as morning dew distill'd on 
flowers ? 

A very fatal place it seems to me. 

Speak, brother, hast thou hurt thee with 
the fall ? 

Mart. O brother, with the dismal’st 
object hurt 

That ever eye with sight made heart 
lament ! 205 

Aar. [Asidel Now will I fetch the King 
to find them here, 

That he thereby may have a likely guess 

How these were they that made away his 
brother. I Ex if. 

Mart. Why dost not comfort me, and 
help me out 

From this unhallow'd and blood-stained 
hole ? 210 

Quin, I am surprised with an uncouth 
fear; 
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A chilling sweat o'er-runs my trembling 
joints; 

My heart suspects more than mine eye can 
see. 

Mart, To prove thou hast a true divining 
heart, 214 

Aaron and thou look down into this den. 
And see a fearful sight of blood and death. 

Quin, Aaron is gone, and my compassion¬ 
ate heart 

Will not permit mine eyes once to behold 
The thing whereat it trembles by surmise; 
O, tell me who it is, for ne'er till now 2*0 
Was I a child to fear I know not what. 

Mart. Lord Bassianus lies beray'd in 
blood. 

All on a heap, like to a slaughtered lamb. 
In this detested, dark, blood-drinking pit. 

Quin. If it be dark, how dost thou know 
'tis he ? 2:5 

Mart, Upon his bloody finger he doth wear 
A precious ring that lightens ail this hole. 
Which, like a taper in some monument. 
Doth shine upon the dead man’s earthy 
checks, 2.9 

And shows the ragged entrails of this pit; 
So pale did shine the moon on Pyramus 
When he by night lay bath’d in maiden 
blood. 

O brother, help me with thy fainting 
hand— 

If fear hath made thee faint, as me it 
hath— 

Out of this fell devouring receptacle, 235 
As hateful as Cocytus’ misty mouth. 

Quin, Reach me thy hand, that I may 
help thee out, 

Or, wanting strength to do thee so much 
good, 

I may be pluck’d into the swallowing womb 
Of tills deep pit, poor Bassianus’ grave. 240 
I have no strength to pluck thee to the 
brink. 

Mari. Nor I no strength to climb without 
thy help. 

Quin, Thy hand once more; I will not 
loose again, 

Till thou art here aloft, or I below. 

Thou cans! not come to me —1 come to 
thee. [Falls in. 

Enter the Emperor and Aaron the Moor. 

Sat, Along with me I I’ll see what hole 
is here, 

And what he is that now is leapt into it. 
Say, who art thou that lately didst descend 
Into this gaping hollow of the earth ? 

Mart. The unhappy sons of old An- 
dronicus, 250 

Brought hither in a most unlucky nour, 
To find thy brother Bassianus dead. 

Sat, My brother dead I I know thou dost 
but jest: 

He and his lady both are at the lodge 254 


Upon the north side of this pleasant chase ; 
'Tis not an hour since I left them there. 
Mart. We know not where you left them 
all alive; 

But, out alas! here have we found him 
dead. 

Re-enter Tamora, with Attendants ; Titus 
Anuronicus and Lucius. 

Tam, Where is my lord the King ? 

Sat. Here, Tamora ; though griev’d with 
killing grief. 2O0 

Tam, Where is thy brother Bassianus ? 
Sat. Now to the bottom dost thou search 
my wound ; 

Poor Bassianus here lies murdered. 

Tam. Then all too late 1 bring this fatal 
writ, 

7 'he complot of this timeless tragedy ; 26:, 
And wonder greatly that man’s face can 
fold 

In pleasing smiles such murderous tyranny'. 

[She giveth Saturnine a letter. 
Sai. [Reads] ‘ An if we miss to meet him 
handsomely, 

Sweet huntsman—Bassianus ’tis we mean— 
Do thou so much as dig the grave for him. 
Thou know’st our meaning. Look for thy 
reward 271 

Among the nettles at the elder-tree 
Which overshadcs the mouth of that same 
pit 

Where wc decreed to bury Bassianus. 

Do this, and purchase us thy lasting 
friends.’ 275 

O Tamora \ was ever heard the like ? 

This is the pit and this the elder-tree. 
Look, sirs, if you can find the huntsman 
out 

That should have murdered Bassianus here. 
Aar. My gracious lord, here is the bag of 
gold. :8o 

Sal. [To Titus] Two of thy whelps, fell 
curs of bloody kind. 

Have here bereft my brother of his life. 
Sirs, drag them from the pit unto the prison; 
There let them bide until we have devis’d 
Some never-hcard-of torturing pain for 
them. ^85 

Tam. What, arc they in this pit ? O 
wondrous thing I 

How easily murder is discovered ! 

Tit. High Emperor, upon my feeble knee 
I beg this boon, with tears not lightly shed. 
That this fell fault of iny accursed sons— 
Accursed if the fault be prov'd in ihem— 
Saf. If it be prov’d! You see it is 
apparent. 

Who found this letter ? Tamora, was it 
you ? 

Tam. Andronicus himself did take ft up, 
TiL I did, my lord, yet let me be their 
bail; 29s 

For, by my fathers’ reverend tomb, 1 vow 
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They shall be ready at your Highness' 
will 

To answer their suspicion with their lives. 

Sat. Thou Shalt not bail them ; see thou 
follow me. 

Some bring the murdered body, some the 
murderers; 300 

Let them not speak a word—the guilt is 
plain ; 

For, by my soul, were there worse end than 
death, 

That end upon them should be executed. 

Tam. Andronicus, 1 will entreat the King 

Fear not thy sons ; they shall do well 
enough. 3 - 

Tit. Come, Lucius, come ; stay not to 
talk with them. lExeHuh 

Scene IV. Another part of the forest. 

Enter the Empress* sons, Demetrius and 

Chiron, with Lavini v, her hands cut off, 

and her tongue cut out, and ravish’d. 

Dem. So, now go tell, an if thy tongue can 
speak, 

Who ‘twas that cut thy tongue and ravish’d 
thee. 

Chi. Write down thy mind, bewTay thy 
meaning so, 

An if thy stumps will let thee play the 
scribe. 

Dem. See how with signs and tokens she 
can scrowl. s 

Chi. Go home, call for sweet water, wash 
thy hands. 

Dem. She hath no tongue to call, nor 
hands to wash ; 

And so let’s leave her to her silent walks. 

Chi. An 'twere my cause, I should go hang 
myself. 

Dem. If thou hadst hands to help thee 
knit the cord. 10 

[Exeunt Demetrius and Chiron. 

Wind horns. Enter Marcus, from hunting. 

Marc. Who is this ?—my niece, that flics 
away so fast ? 

Cousin, a w^ord: where is your husband ? 

If I do dream, would all my wealth would 
wake me! 

If I do wake, some planet strike me down. 

That I may slumber an eternal sleep I 15 

Speak, gentle niece. What stern ungentle 
hands 

Hath lopp’d, and hew*d, and made thy 
body bare 

Of her two branches—those sweet orna¬ 
ments 

Whose circling shadows lungs have sought 
to sleep in, 

And might not gain so great a happiness 20 

As half thy love ? Why dost not speak to 
me ? 

Alas, a crimson river of warm blood, 
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Like to a bubbling fountain stirr’d with 
wind. 

Doth rise and fall between thy rosed lips, 
Coming and going with thy honey breath. 
But sure some Tereus hath deflowered thee, 
And, lest thou shouldst detect him, cut thy 
tongue. 27 

Ah, now thou turn’st away thy face for 
shame! 

And notw ithstanding all this loss of blood— 
As from a conduit with three issuing 
spouts— 30 

Yet do thy checks look red as Titan’s face 
Blushing to be encount’rcd with a cloud. 
Shall I speak for thee ? Shall I vSay ’tis so ? 
O, that 1 knew thy heart, and knew the 
beast, 34 

That I might rail at him to ease my mind ! 
Sorrow concealed, like an oven stopp’d, 
Doth burn the heart to cinders where it is. 
Fair Philomel, why she but lost her 
tongue, 

And in a tedious sampler sew'd her mind ; 
But, lovely niece, that mean is cut from 
thee. 40 

A craftier Tereus, cousin, hast thou met, 
And he Inth cut those pretty fingers off 
That could have better sew'd than Philo¬ 
mel. 

O, had the monster seen those lily hands 
Tremble like aspen leaves upon a lute 45 
And make the silken strings delight to kiss 
them. 

He would not then have touch'd them for 
his life! 

Or h.id he heard the heavenly harmony 
Which that sweet tongue hath made, 

He w'ould have drv>pp’d his knife, and fell 
asleep, 50 

As Cerberus at the Thracian poet’s feet. 
Come, let us go, and make thy father 
blind, 

For such a sight will blind a father's eye ; 
One hour's storm will drown the fragrant 
meads, 

What will whole months of tears thy 
father’s eyes ? 

Do not draw back, for we will mourn w'ith 
thee; 

O, could our mourning ease thy misery ! 

[ExcunL 

ACT THREE 
Scene I. Rome. A street. 

Enter the Judges, Tribunes, and Senators, 
with Titus* two sons Martius and 
Quintus bound, passing on the stage to 
the place of execution, and Titus going 
before, pleading. 

Tit. Hear me, grave fathers; noble 
Tribunes, stay! 

For pity of mine age, whose youth was 
spent 
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In dangerous wars whilst you securely 
slept; 

For all my blood in Rome's great quarrel 
shed, 

For all the frosty nights that I have 
watch’d, 5 

And for these bitter tears, which now you 
see 

Filling the aged wrinkles in my checks. 

Be pitiful to my condemned sons, 

Whose souls are not corrupted as 'tis 
thought. 

For two and twenty sons 1 never wept, k- 
Because they died in honour’s lofty bed. 

[Audroiiicus lieth down, and the .Judges 
pass hy him with the prisoners, and 
exeunt. 

For these, Tribunes, in the dust I write 
My heart’s deep languor and my soul’s sad 
tears. 

Let my tears stanch the earth’s dry 
appetite ; 

My sons’ sweet blood will make it shame 
and blush. 

O earth, I will befriend thee more with rain 
That shall tlistil from these two ancient 
urns. 

Than youthful April shall with all his 
show’rs. 

In summer’s drought I'll drop upon thee 
still; 

In winter with warm tears I'll melt the 
snow 

And keep eternal spring-time on thy face, 
So thou refuse to drink my dear sons’ 
blood. 

Enter Lucius with his weapon drawn. 

O reverend Tribunes ! O gentle aged men ! 
Unbind my sons, reverse the doom of 
death. 

And let me say, that never wept before, ^5 
My tears are now prevailing orators. 

Luc. O noble hither, you lament in vain ; 
The Tribiinci hear you not, no man is by. 
And you recount your sorrows to a stone. 

Tit. Ah, Lucius, for thy brothers let me 
plead! .v 

Grave Trihimes, once more I entreat of you. 

Luc. My gracious lord, no tribune hears 
you speak. 

Til. Why, 'tis no matter, man ; if they 
did hear, 

They would not mark me; if they did 
mark, 

They would not pity me ; yet plead I must. 
And bootless unto them. ^ 

Therefore I tell my sorrows to the stones ; 
Who though they cannot answer my 
distress. 

Yet in some sort they are better than the 
Tribunes, 

For that they will not Intercept my tale. 4' 
When I do weep, they humbly at my feet 


Receive my tears, and seem to weep with 
me; 

And w^ere they but attired in grave weeds, 
Rome could afford no tribunes like to these. 
A stone is soft as wax : tribunes more hard 
than stones. 45 

A stone is silent and offendeth not, 

And tribunes with their tongues doom men 
to death. 1 Rises. 

But wherefoie stand'st thou with thy 
weapon drawn ? 

Luc. To rescue my two brothers from 
their death ; 

For which attempt the judges have pro¬ 
nounc’d 50 

My everlasting doom of banishment. 

Tit. O happy man ! they have befriended 
thee. 

Why, foolish Lucius, dost thou not perceive 
That Rome is but a w ilderncss of timers ? 
Tigers must prey, and Rome affords no 
prey 55 

But me and mine ; how happy art thou 
then 

From these devourers to be banished ! 

But who comes with our brother Marcus 
here ? 

Enter Marcus with Lavinia. 

Marc. Titus, prepare thy aged eyes to 
weep, 

Or if not so, thy noble heart to break. 60 
I bring consuming sorrow to thine age. 

Tit. Will it consume me ? Let me see it 
then. 

Marc. This was thy daughter. 

Tit. Why, Marcus, so she is. 

Luc. Ay me 1 this object kills me. 

Tit. Faint-hearted boy, arise, and look 
upon her. 63 

Speak, Lavinia, what accursed hand 
Hath made thee handless in thy father’s 
sight ? 

i What fool hath added water to the sea, 

’ Or brought a fagot to bright-burning 1 roy ? 
My grief was at the height before thou 
cam'st, 70 

And now like Niliis it disdaineth hounds. 
Give me a sword, I’ll chop off my hands 
too, 

For they have fought for Rome, and all in 
vain; 

And they have nurs’d this woe in feeding 
life; 74 

In bootless prayer have they been held up, 
And they have serv’d me to effectless use. 
Now all the service I require of them 
Is that the one will help to cut the other. 
’Tis well, Lavinia, that thou hast no hands ; 
For hands to do Rome service is but vain. 
Luc. Speak, gentle sister, who hath 
martyr'd thee ? 81 

Marc. O, that delightful engine of her 
thoughts 
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That blabb'd them with such pleasing 
eloquence 

Is torn from forth that pretty hollow cage 
Where like a sweet melodious bird it sung 
Sweet varied notes, enchanting every ear 
Luc. O, say thou for her, who hath done 
this deed ? 

Marc. O, thus I found her straying in the 
park, 

Seeking to hide herself as doth the deer s 
That hath receiv’d some unrecuring wound 
Tit. It was my dear, and he that wounded 
her 

Hath hurt me more than had he kill’d me 
dead ; 

For now 1 stand as one upon a rock. 
Environ'd with a wilderness of sea, 

Who marks the waxing tide grow wave by 
wave, ',5 

Expecting ever when some envious surge 
Will in his brinish bowels swallow him. 
This way to death my wretched sons are 
gone; 

Here stands my other son, a banish’d man, 
And here my brotlicr, Aveeping at my woes. 
But that which gives my soul the greatest 
spurn loi 

Is dear Lavinia, dearer than my soul. 

Had I but seen thy picture in this plight, 

It would have madded me ; what shall I do 
Now I behold thy lively body so ? 105 

Thou hast no hands to wipe aw ay thy tears, 
Nor tongue to tell me who hath martyr’d 
thee; 

Thy husband he is dead, and for his death 
Thy brothers are condemn’d, and dead by 
this. 

Look, Marcus! Ah, son Lucius, look on 
her! i/o 

When I did name her brothers, then fresh 
tears 

Stood on her cheeks, as doth the honey dew 
Upon a gath’red lily almost withered. 
Marc. Perchance she weeps because they 
kill’d her husband ; 

Perchance because .she knows them inno¬ 
cent. 115 

Tit. If they did kill thy husband, then 
be joyful, 

Because the law hath ta’en revenge on 
them. 

No, no, they would not do so foul a deed ; 
Witness the sorrow that their sister makes. 
Gentle Lavinia, let me kiss thy lips, 1:0 
Or make some sign how I may do thee ease. 
Shall thy good uncle and thy brother 
Lucius 

And thou and I sit round about some 
fountain. 

Looking all downwards to behold our 
cheeks 

How they are stain’d, like meadows yet not 
dry 1251 

With miry slime left on them by a flood ?! 
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And in the fountain shall we gaze so long. 
Till the fresh taste be taken from that 
clearness, 

And made a brine-pit with our bitter tears ? 
Or shall we cut away our hands like thine ? 
Or shall we bite our tongues, and in dumb 
shows 131 

Pass the remainder of our hateful days ? 
What shall we do ? Let us that have our 
tongues 

Plot some device of further misery 
To make us wonder’d at in tinie to come. 

Luc, Sweet father, cease your tears ; for 
at your grief 136 

See how' my wretched sister sobs and weeps. 

Marc. Patience, dear niece. Good Titus, 
dry thine eyes. 

Tit, Ah, Marcus, Marcus I Brother, well 
I wot 

Thy napkin cannot drink a tear of mine, mo 
F or thou, poor man, hast drown’d it with 
thine own. 

Luc. Ah, my Lavinia, 1 will wipe thy 
cheeks. 

Tit. Mark, Marcus, mark ! I understand 
her signs. 

Had she a tongue to speak, now would she 
say 144 

That to her brother which I said to thee : 
His napkin, with his true tears all bewet. 
Can do no service on her sorrowful cheeks. 
O, what a sympathy of woe is this— 

As far from help as Limbo is from bliss ! 

Enter Aaron the Moor. 

Aar. Titus Andronicus, my lord the 
Emperor 150 

Sends thee this word, that, if thou love thy 
sons. 

Let Marcus, Lucius, or thyself, old Titus, 

Or any one of you, chop off your hand 
And send it to the King: he for the same 
Will send thee hither both thy sons ali\'e, 
And that shall be the ransom for their fault. 

Tit. O gracious Emperor! O gentle 
Aaron! 

Did ever raven sing so like a lark 158 
That gives sweet tidings of the sun’s uprise? 
With all my heart I’ll send the Emperor 
my hand. 

Good Aaron, wilt thou help to chop it off ? 

Luc. Stay, father ! for that noble hand of 
thine. 

That hath thrown down so many enemies. 
Shall not be sent. My hand will serve the 
turn, 165 

My youth can better spare my blood than 
you, 

And therefore mine shall save my brothers* 
lives. 

Marc. Which of your hands hath not 
defended Rome 

And rear’d aloft the bloody battle-axe, 
Writing destruction on the enemy’s castle 7 
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O, none of both but are of high desert! tyi 
My hand hath been but idle ; let it serve 
To ransom my two nephews from their 
death; 

Then have I kept it to a worthy end. 

Aar, Nay, come, agree whose hand shall 
go along, J75 

For fear they die before their pardon come. 

Marc. My hand shall go. 

Luc, B;/ heaven, it shall not go ! 

Til. Sirs, strive no more ; such withered 
herbs as these 

Are meet for plucking up, and therefore 
mine. 

Luc, Sweet father, if I shall be thought 
thy son, 

Let me redeem my brothers both from 
death. 

Marc. And for our father’s sake and 
m.>ther’s care. 

Now let me show a brother’s love to (hec. 

Tit, Agree between you ; I will spare my 
hand. 

Luc. Then I’ll go fetch an axe. iS' 

Marc. But I will use the axe. 

[Exeunt Lucius and Marcus. 

Tit. Come hither, Aaron, I’ll deceive 
them both ; 

Lend me thy hand, and 1 will give thee 
mine, 

Aar. [Aside] If that be call’d deceit, I will 
be honest, 

And never whilst 1 live deceive men so: i f 
But I'll deceive you in another sort. 

And that you’ll say ere half an hour pass. 

[Me cuts off Titus' hand. 

Re-enter Lucius and Marcus. 

Tit, Now stay your strife. What shall be 
is dispatch’d. 

Good Aaron, give his Majesty my hand ; 
Tell him it was a hand that warded him jo5 
From thousand dangers; bid him bury it. 
More hath it merited—that let it have. 

As for my sons, say I account of them 
As jewels purchas'd at an easy price; 

And yet dear too, because I bought mine 
own. 

Aar, I go, Andronicus ; and for thy hand 
Look by and by to have thy sons with thee. 
[Aside] Their heads I mean. O, how this 
villainy 

Doth fat me with the very thoughts of 
it! 

Let fools do good, and fair men call for 
grace: -^>5 

Aaron will have his soul black like his face. 

[Exd. 

TU, O, here I lift this one hand up to 
heaven. 

And bow this feeble ruin to the earth ; 

If any pow»er pities wretched tears, 

To that 1 call I [To Lavinia] What, would’st 
thou kneel with me ? 210 


Do, then, dear heart; for heaven shall hear 
our prayers, 

Or with our sighs we’ll breathe the welkin 
dim 

And stain the sun with fog, as sometime 
clouds 

When they do hug him in their melting 
bosoms. 214 

Marc. O brother, speak with possibility, 
And do not break into these deep extremes. 

TU, Is not my sorrow deep, having no 
bottom 7 

Then be my passions bottomless with them. 

Marc. But yet let reason govern thy 
lament. 

Tit, If there were reason for these 
miseries, 220 

Then into limits could 1 bind my woes. 
When heaven doth weep, doth not the 
earth o’erflow 7 

If the winds rage, doth not the sea wax 
mad, 

Threat'ning the welkin with his big-swol'n 
face 7 -’4 

And wilt thou have a reason for this coil 7 
1 am the sea ; hark how her sighs do 
blow. 

She is the weeping welkin, I the earth ; 
Then must my sea be moved with her sighs; 
rhen must my earth with her continual 
tears 2 2.^ 

Become a deluge, overflow’d and drown'd ; 
For why my bowels cannot hide her woes. 
But like a drunkard must I vomit them. 
Then give me leave ; for losers will have 
leave 

To ease their stomachs with their bitter 
tongues. 

Enter a Messenger, u>Uh two heads and a 
hand. 

Mess. Worthy Andronicus, ill art thou 
repaid 235 

For that good hand thou sent’st the 
Emperor. 

Here are the heads of thy two noble sons ; 
And here’s thy hand, in scorn to thee sent 
back— 

Thy grief their sports, thy resoluticn 
mock’d, 

That woe is me to think upon thy woes, 240 
More than remembrance of my father’s 
death. [Exit. 

Marc. Now let hot ^Etna cool in Sicily, 
And be my heart an ever-burning hell! 
These miseries are more than nay be borne. 
To weep with them that weep doth case 
some deal, 245 

But sorrow flouted at is double death. 

Luc. Ah, that this sight should make so 
deep a wound, 

And yet detested life not shrink thereat I 
That ever death should let life bear his 
name. 
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Where life hath no more interest but to 
breathe ! [Lamnia kisses Titus, 

Marc. Alas, poor heart, that kiss is 
comfortless 25* 

As frozen water to a starved snake. 

Tit. When will this fearful slumber have 
an end ? 

Marc. Now farewell, flatt’ry; die. 
Andronicus. 

Thou dost not slumber : see thy two sons' 
heads. 

Thy w^arlike hand, thy mangled daughter 
here; 

Thy other banish'd son with this dear sight 
Struck pale and bloodless; and thy 
brother, 1, 

Even like a stony image, cold and numb. 
Ah ! now no more will 1 control thy griefs. 
Rent off thy silver hair, thy other hand 
Gnawing with thy teeth; and be this 
dismal sight 

The closing up of our most wTctched eyes. 
Now is a time to storm ; w hy art thou still ? 

Tit. Ha. ha. ha ! 

Marc. Why dost thou laugh ? It fits not 
with this hour. 

Tit, Why, 1 have not another tear to 
shed ; 

Besides, this sorrow is an enemy. 

And would usurp upon my wat'ry eyes 
And make them blind with tributary tears. 
Then which way shall I find Revenge's 
cave ? *7 

For these two heads do s^cm to speak to me. 
And threat me I shall never come to bliss 
Till all these mischiefs be return'd again 
Even in their throats that have committed 
them. 275 

Come, let me see what task I have to do. 
You heavy people, circle me about. 

That I may turn me to each one of you 
And swTar unto my soul to right your 
WTongs. 

The vow is made. Come, brother, take a 
head, 280 

And in this hand the other will I bear. 
And, Lavinia, thou shalt be employ'd in 
this; 

Bear thou my hand, sweet wench, between 
thy teeth. 

As for thee, boy, go, get thee from my 
sight; 184 

Thou art an exile, and thou must not stay. 
Hie to the Goths and raise an army there ; 
And if ye love me, as I think you do. 

Let’s kiss and part, for wc have much to do. 

[Exeunt all but Lucius. 

Luc, Farewell, Andronicus, my noble 
father. 

The woefuH’st man that ever liv’d in 
Rome. 2yo 

Farewell, proud Rome; till Lucius come 
again, 

He leaves his pledges dearer than his life. 
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Farewell, Lavinia, my noble sister; 

O, would thou wert as thou tofore hast 
been I 

But now nor Lucius nor Lavinia lives 295 
But in oblivion and hateful griefs. 

It Lucius live, he will requite your wrongs 
And make proud Saturnine and his emperess 
Beg at the gates like Tarquin and his queen. 
Now will 1 to the Goths, and raise a pow’r 
Fo be reveng’d on Rome and Saturnine. 

[Exit. 

Scene 11 . Rome. Titus* house. 

A banquet. Enter Titus, Marcus, 
Lavinia, and the boy Young Lucius. 

Tit. So so, now sit; and look you eat 
no more 

Than will preserve just so much strength 
in US' 

As will revenge these hitter woes of ours. 
Marcus, unknit that sorrow-vvreathen knot; 
Thy niece and 1, poor creatures, want our 
hands. 5 

And cannvff passionate our tenfold grief 
With folded arms. This poor right hand of 
mine 

Is left to tyrannize upon my br»*ast; 

Who. when my heart, all mad with misery, 
Beats in this hollow prison of my flesh, 10 
Then thus I thump it down. 

[To Laiinia] Thou map of woe, that thus 
dost talk in signs ! 

When thy poor heart beats with out¬ 
rageous beating. 

Thou canst not strike it thus to make it 
still. 

Wound it with sighing, girl, kill it with 
groans; 15 

Or get some little knife between thy teeth 
And just against thy heart make thou a 
hole, 

That all the tears that thy poor eyes let fall 
May run into that sink and, soaking in. 
Drown the lamenting fool in sea-salt tears. 

Marc. Fie, brother, fie I Teach her not 
thus to lay 21 

Such violent hands upon her tender life. 

Tit. How now I Has sorrow made thee 
dote already ? 

Why, Marcus, no man should be mad but I. 
What violent hands can she lay on her life ? 
Ah, wherefore dost thou urge the name of 
hands ? 26 

To bid Alneas tell the talc twice o’er 
How Troy was burnt and he made miser¬ 
able ? 

O, handle not the theme, to talk of hands, 
Lest we remember still that we have none. 
Fie, fie, how franticly 1 square my talk. 

As if we should forget we had no hands. 

If Marcus did not name the word of hands ! 
Come, let’s fall to; and, gentle girl, eat 
tills; 
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Scene 2] 

Here is no drink. Hark, Marcus, what she 
says— 35 

I can interpret all her martyr'd signs ; 

She says she drinks no other drink but 
tears, 

Brew’d with her sorrow, mesh’d upon her 
cheeks. 

Speechless complaincr, I will learn thy 
thought; 

In thy dumb action will I be as perfect 
As begging hermits in their holy prayers. 
Thou Shalt not sigh, nor hold thy stumps 
to heaven. 

Nor wink, nor nod, nor Kneel, nor make a 
sign. 

But I of these will wrest an alphabet, 

And by still practice learn to know thy 
meaning. 45 

Boy. Good grandsire, leave these bitter 
deep laments ; 

Make my aunt merry with some pleasing 
talc. 

Marc. Alas, the tender boy, in passion 
mov’d. 

Doth weep to see his graiu’sire’s heaviness. 

Tit. Peace, tender sapang; thou art 
made of tears, 5^^ 

And tears will quickly melt thy life away. 

[Marcus strikes the dish with a knife. 
What dost thou strike at, Marcus, with thy 
knife ? 

Marc. At that that I have kill'd, my 
lord—a fly. 

Tit. Out on thee, murderer, thou kill’st 
my heart I 54 

Mine eyes arc cloy’d with view of tyranny ; 
A deed of death done on the innocent 
Becomes not Titus' brother. Get thee 
gone; 

I see thou art not for my company. 

Marc, Alas, my lord, 1 have but kill’d a 

Tit. ' But ’! How if that fly had a father 
and mother ? 60 

How would he hang his slender gilded wings 
And buzz lamenting doings in the air ! 

Poor harmless fly. 

That with his pretty buzzing melody 
Came here to make us merry ! And thou 
hast kill’d him. (-3 

Marc. Pardon me, sir; it was a black 
ill-favour’d fly. 

Like to the Empress’ Moor; therefore I 
kill’d him. 

Tit. O, O, O 1 

Then pardon me for reprehending thee, 

For thou ha>t done a charitable deed. 7^^ 
Give me thy knife, 1 will insult on him, 
Flattering myself as if it were the Moor 
Come hither purposely to poison me. 
There's for thyself, and that’s for Tamora. 
Ah, sirrah! 75 

Yet, I think, we are not brought so low 
But that between us we can kill a fly 


That comes in likeness of a coal-black Moor, 
Marc. Alas, poor man! grief has so 
wrought on him, 79 

He takes false shadows for true substances. 
Tit. Come, take away. Lavinia, go with 
me; 

I’ll to thy closet, and go read with thee 
Sad stories chanced in the times of old. 
Come, boy, and go with me ; thy sight is 
young, 84 

And thou shalt read when mine begin <0 
dazzle. [IixcuMf. 

ACT FOUR 

Scene 1 . Rome. Titus* garden. 

Enter Young Lucius and Lavinia run¬ 
ning a}ter him, and the boy flics from 
her with his books under his arm. Enter 
Titus and Marcus. 

Boy. Help, grandsire, help! my aunt 
Lavinia 

Follows me everywhere, I know not why. 
Good uncle Marcus, sec how^ swift she 
comes ! 

Alas, sweet aunt, I know not what ycu 
mean. 

Marc. Stand by me, Lucius ; do not fear 
thine aunt. 

Tit. She loves thee, boy, too well to do 
thee harm. 6 

Boy. Ay, when my father was in Rome 
she did. 

Marc. What means my niece Lavinia by 
these 5iigns ? 

Tit. Fear her not, Lucius ; somewhat 
doth she mean. 

See, Lucius, see liow much she makes of 
thee. 10 

Somewhither would she have thee go with 
her. 

Ah. boy, Cornelia never with more care 
Read to her sons than she hath read to thee 
SwcCt poetry and Tully’s Orator. 

Marc. Canst thou not guess wherefore she 
plies thee thus ? 15 

Boy. My lord, 1 know not, I, nor can 1 
guess, 

Unless some ht or frenzy do possess her; 
For I have heard iny grand.>ire say full oft 
Extremity of griefs w ould make men mad ; 
And I have read that H,*cuba of 'Iroy ro 
Ran mad for sorrow. That made me to 
fear; 

Although, my lord, I know my noble aunt 
l.ovcs me as dear as e’er my mother did, 
And would not, but in fury, fright my 
youth ; 

Wiiich made me down to throw my books, 
and fly— 25 

Causeless, perhaps. But pardon me, sweet 
aunt; 

I And, madam, if my uncle Marcus go, 
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1 will most willingly attend your ladyship. 

Marc. Lucius, I will. [Lavinia tums 
over with her stumps the books 
which Lucius has let fall. 

Tit, How now. Lavinia I Marcus, what 
means this ? 30 

Some book there is that she desires to see. 
Which is it, girl, of these ?—Open them, 
boy.— 

But thou art deeper read and better skill’d ; 
Come and take choice of all my library, 34 
And so beguile thy sorrow, till the heavens 
Reveal the damn’d contriver of this deed. 
Why lifts she up her arms in sequence thus ? 

Marc. I think she means that there were 
more than one 

Confederate in the fact j ay, more there 
was. 

Or else to heaven she heaves them for 
revenge. 40 

Tit, Lucius, what book is that she tosseth 
so ? 

Boy, Grandsire, *tis Ovid’s Metamorpho¬ 
ses ; 

My mother gave it me. 

Marc. For love of her that’s gone, 

Perhaps she cull’d it from among the rest. 

Tit. Soft! So busily she turns the leaves ! 
Help her. 4<> 

What would she find ? Lavinia, shall 1 
read ? 

’This is the tragic tale of Philomel 

And treats of Tereus' treason and his rape ; 

And rape, I fear, was root ot thy annoy. 50 

Marc. See, brother, see I Note how she 
quotes the leaves. 

Tit, Lavinia, wert thou thus surpris’d, 
sweet girl, 

Ravish'd and wrong’d as Philomela was, 
Forc'd in the ruthless, vast, and gloomy 
woods ? 

See, see I 35 

Ay, such a place there is where we did 
hunt— 

O, had we never, never hunted there !— 
Pattern'd by that the poet here describes. 
By nature made tor murders and tor rapes. 

Marc. O, why should nature build so toul 
a den, 60 

Unless the gods delight in tragedies ? 

Tit, Give signs, sweet girl, tor here are 
none but friends. 

What Roman lord it was durst do the deed. 
Or slunk not Saturnine, as Tarquin erst. 
That left the camp to sin in Lucrece* bed ? 

Marc. Sit down, sweet niece ; brother, sit 
down by me. 66 

Apollo, Pallas, Jove, or Mercury, 

Inspire me, that 1 may this treason find ! 
My lord, look here! Look here, Lavinia ! 

[He writes his name with his staff, and 
guides it with feet and mouth. 

This sandy plot is plain; guide, if thou 
canst, 70 
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[Act 4 

This after me. I have writ my name 
Without the help of any hand at all. 
Curs'd be that heart that forc’d us to this 
shift i 

Write thou, good niece, and here display at 
last 

What Go I will have discovere 1 for revenue. 
Heaven guide thy pen to print thy sorrows 
plain, 76 

That we may know the traitors and ihe 
tru h 1 [She takes the staffs in her 
mouth and guides it with her stumps, 
and writes. 

Tit, O do ye read, my lord, what she 
hath writ ? 

' St up rum ~ Chiron—Dcmelrius.’ 

Marc. What, what! the lustful sons of 
Tamora 80 

Performers of this heinous bloody deed ? 

Tit. Magni Dominator poli, 

Tam lentils audis scelera ? tarn lentus 
vides ? 

Marc. O, calm thee, gentle lord ! although 
I know 

There is enough written upon this earth 85 
To stir a mutiny in the mildest thoughts. 
And arm the minds ot infants to exclaims. 
My lord, kneel down with me; Lavinia, 
kneel; 

And kneel, sweet boy, the Roman Hector's 
hope; 

And swear with me—as, with the woeful 
fere 90 

And father of that chaste dishonoured 
dame. 

Lord Junius Brutus .sware for Lucrece 
rape— 

That we will prosecute, by good advice, 
Mortal revenge upon these traitorous 
Goths, 

And see their blood or die with this 
reproach. 95 

Tit. 'Tis sure enough, an you knew how^; 
But if you hunt these bear-whelps, then 
beware: 

The dam will wake; and if she wind ye 
once, 

She's with the lion deeply still in league, 
And lulls him whilst she playeth on her 
back, 100 

And when he sleeps will she do what she 
list. 

You are a young huntsman, Marcus; let 
alone ; 

And come, I will go get a leaf of brass, 
And with a gad of steel will write these 
words. 

And lay it by. The angry northern wind 105 
Will blow these sands like Sibyl’s leaves 
abroad, 

And where's our lesson, then ? Boy, what 
say you ? 

Boy\ 1 say, my lord, that if 1 were a 
man 
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Scene 1] 


Their mother's bedchamber should not be 
safe 

For these base bondmen to the yoke of 
Rome. no 

Marc. Ay» that's my boy! Thy father 
hath full oft 

For his ungrateful country done the like. 

Boy. And, uncle, so will I, an if 1 live. 

Tit. Come, go with me into mine 
armoury. 

Lucius, rii fit thee ; and withal my boy 115 
Shall carry from me to the Empress’ sons 
Presents that 1 intend to send them both. 
Come, come ; thou'It do my message, wilt 
thou not ? 

Boy. Ay, with my dagger in their bosoms, 
grandsire. 

Tit, No, boy, not so; I'll teach thee 
another course. 120 

Lavinia, come. Marcus, look to my house. 
Lucius and I’ll go brave it at the court; 
Ay, marry, will we, sir! and we’ll be waited 
on. [Exeunt Titus, Lavinia, and 
Young Lucius. 

Marc. O heavens, can you hear a good 
man groan 

And not relent, or not compassion him ? 
Marcus, attend him in his ecstasy. 

That hath more scars of sorrow in his heart 
Than foemen’s marks upon his batt’rcd 
shield, 

But yet so just that he will not revenge. 
Revenge the heavens for old Androniniv ! 

[Exi,. 

Scene IL Rome. The palace. 

Enter Aaron, Demetrius and Chiron, at 

one door ; and at the other door, Youno 

Lucius and another with a bundle of 

weapons, and verses writ upon them. 

Chi. Demetrius, here's the son of Lucius ; 
He hath some message to deliver us. 

Aar. Ay, some mad message from his mad 
grandfather. 

Boy. My lords, with all the humbleness 
I may, 

I greet your honours from Andronicus— 5 
[Aside] And pray the Roman gods confound 
you both 1 

Dem. Gramercy, lovely Lucius. What's 
the news ? 

Boy. I Aside] That you are both de¬ 
cipher’d, that’s the news. 

For villains mark’d with rape.—May it 
please you. 

My grandsire, well-advis'd, hath sent by me 
7'he goodliest weapons of his armoury n 
To gratify your honourable youth, 

The hope of Rome ; for so lie bid me say; 
And so I do, and with his gifts present 
Your lordships, that, whenever you have 
need, ^5 

You may be armed and appointed well. 


And so I leave you both—[As/dej like 
bloody villains. 

[Exeunt Young Lucius and Attendant. 

Dem. What’s here ? A scroll, and written 
round about. 

Let’s see: 

[Reads] ’ Integer vi^ae, scelcrisque purus, 20 
Non eget Mauri iaculis, nec arcu.* 

Chi. O, ’tis a verse in Horace, I know it 
well; 

I read it in the grammar long ago. 

Aar. Ay. just—a verse in Horace. Right, 
you have it. 24 

f Aside] Now, what a thing it is to h.e an ass 1 
Here’s no sound jest 1 The old man hath 
found their guilt. 

And sends them weapons wrapp’d about 
with lines 

That wound, beyond their feeling, to the 
quick. 

But were cur witty Empress well afoot. 
She would applaud Anuronicus’ conceit. 30 
But let her rest in her unrest awhile— 

And now, young lords, was’t not a happy 
star 

Led us to Rome, strangers, and more than 
so. 

Captives, to be advanced to this height ? 

U did me good before the palace gate 35 
To brave the Tribune in his brother’s 
hearing. 

Dem. But me more good to see so great a 
lord 

Basely insinuate and send us gifts. 

Aar. Had he not reason, Lord De¬ 
metrius ? 

Did you not use his daughter very friendly? 

Dem I would we had a thousand Roman 
dames 41 

At such a bay, by turn to serve our lust. 

Chi. A charitable wish and full of love. 

Aar. Here lacks but your mother for to 
say amen. 

Chi, And that would she for twenty 
thousand more. 45 

Dem. Come, let us go and pray to all II e 
gods 

For our beloved mother in her pains. 

Aar. [Asidel Pray to the devils ; the gods 
have given us over. 

[Trumpets sound. 

Dem. Why do the Emperor's trumpets 
flourish thus ? 

Chi. Belike, for joy the Emperor hath a 
son. 50 

Dem. Soft I who comes ^ere ? 

Enter Nurse, with c blackamoor Child. 

Nf4r. Good morrow, lords. 

O, tell me, did you see Aaron the Moor ? 

Aar. Well, more or less, or ne’er a whit 
at all. 

Here Aaron is ; and what with Aaron now ? 

Nur. O gentle Aaron, we arc all undone I 
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Now help, or woe betide thee evermore ! 

Aar, Why, what a caterwauling dost thou 
keep! 

What dost thou wrap and fumble in thy 
arms ? 

Nwr. O, that which I would hide from 
heaven’s eye: 

Our Empress' shame and stately Rome's 
disgrace! fx' 

She is delivered, lords ; she is delivered. 

Aar, To whom ? 

Nur. I mean she is brought a-bed. 

Aar. Well, God give her good rest 1 What 
hath he sent her ? 

Nur, A devil. 

Aar, W^hy, then she is the devil’s 

dam; 

A joyful issue. <>5 

Nur, A joyless, dismal, black, and 
sorrowful issue! 

Here is the babe, as loathsome as a toad 
Amongst the fair-fac’d breeders of our 
clime ; 

The Empress sends it thee, thy stamp, thy 
seal, 

And bids thee christen it with thy dagger’s 
point. 70 

Aar, Zounds, ye whore ! Is black so base 
a hue ? 

Sweet blowse, you are a beauteous blossom 
sure. 

Dem. Villain, what hast thou done ? 

Aar. That which thou canst not undo. 

Chi, Thou hast undone our mother. /s 

Aar. Villain, I have doiu thy mother. 

Dem. And therein, hellish dog, thou hast 
undone her. * 

Woe to her chance, and damn’d her loathed 
choice ! 

Accurs’d the offspring of so foul a fiend ! 

Chi. It shall not live. Sc 

Aar. It shall not die. 

Nur. Aaron, it must; the mother wills 
it so. 

Aar. What, must it, nurse ? Then let no 
man but I 

Do execution on my flesh and blv>od. 

Dem. I'll broach the tadpole on m>’ 
rapier’s point. hs 

Nurse, give it me ; my sword shall soon 
dispatch it. 

Aar. Sooner this sword shall plough thy 
bowels up. 1 Takes the Child from 
the Nurse, and draws. 
Stay, murderous villains, wiU you kill your 
brother I 

Now, by the burning tapers of the s.ky 
That shone so brightly when this boy was 
got, yo 

He dies upon my scimitar’s sharp point 
That touches this my first-born son and heir.! 
I tell you, younglings, not Enceladiis, 

With all his threat'ning band of Typhon’s 
broody 


[Act 4 

Nor great AJcides, nor the god of war, 95 
Shall seize this prey out of his father’s 
hands. 

What, what, ye sanguine, shallow-hearted 
boys! 

Ye whfte-lim’d walls! ye alehouse painted 
signs ! 

Coal-black is better than another hue 
In that it scorns to hear another hue ; 
b’or all the water in the ocean 
Can never turn the swan’s black legs to 
white, 

Although she lave them hourly in the flood. 
Tell the Empress from me 1 am of age 
To keep mine own—excuse it how she can. 

Dem. Wilt thou betray thy noble mistress 
thus ? io(> 

Aar. My mistress is my mistress : this 
my sell, 

The vigour and the picture of my youth. 
This before all the world do I prefer; 

This maugre all the world will I keep safe, 
Or some of you shall smoke for it in Rome. 

Dem. By this our mother is for ever 
sham’d. IX ^ 

Chi. Rome will despise her for this foul 
escape. 

Nur. 'I he Emperor in his rage will doom 
her death. 

Chi. I blush to think upon this ignomy. 

Aar. Why, there’s the privilege your 
beauty bears: no 

Fie, treacherous hoe, that will betray with 
bUi^hing 

The close enacts and counsels of tby heart! 
Here’s a young lad fram'd of another leer. 
Look how the l^lack slave smiles upon the 
father, i..'o 

As who should say ' Old lad, I am thine 
own’. 

He is your brother, lords, sensibly fed 
Of that self-blood that first gave life to you ; 
And from your womb where you imprisoned 
were 

lie is enfranchised and come to light. 1:5 
Nay, he is your brother by the surer side. 
Although my seal be stamped in his face. 

Nur. Aaron, what .shall 1 say unto the 
Empress ? 

Dem. Advise thee, Aaron, what is to be 
done, 

And we will all subscribe to tby advice. 130 
Save thou the child, so wc may all he safe. 

Aar. Then sit we down and let us all 
consult. 

My son and 1 will have the wind of you : 
Keep there ; now talk at pleasure of your 
safety. [They sit, 

Dem. Mow many women saw this child 
of his ? 135 

Aar. Why, so, brave lords I When we 
join in league 

I am a lamb ; but if you brave the Moor, 
The chafed boar, the mountain lioness, 
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The ocean swells not so as Aaron storms. 
But say, again, how many saw the child? 140 

Nwr. Carnelia the midwife and my self; 
And no one else but the delivered Empress. 

Aar. The Emp.ress, the midwife, and 
yourself. 

Two may keep counsel when the third’s 
away : 

Go to the Empress, tell her this 1 said. m5 

I He k ills her. 

Wceke wceke! 

So cries a pig prepared to the spit. 

Dem. What mean’st tliou, Aaron ? 
Wherefore didst thou this ? 

Aar, O Lord, sir, ’tis a deed of policy. 
Shall she live to betray this guilt of ours— 
A loag-tongu’d babbling gossip ? No, lords. 

no. 131 

And now !)e it known to you my full inicnt: 
Not far, one Mali tens, my countryman— 
His wife but yesternight was brouglit to 
bed ; 

His child is like to her, fair as you are. 153 
Go pack with him, and give the mother 
gold, 

And tell them both the circumstance of all, 
And how by this their child shall be 
advanc’d, 

And he received for the Emperor’s heir 
And substituted in the place of mine, i* 
To calm this tempest wliirliug in the court; 
And let the Emperor dandle him for his 
own. 

if ark ye, lords. You see I have given her 
physic, I Pointing to the Nurse, 
And you must needs bestow her funeral; 
The lidds arc near, and you are gallant 
grovuns. U), 

This done, see that you take no longer days. 
But send the midwife presently to me. 
The midwife and the nurse well made 
away, 

Then let the ladies tattle what they please. 

Chi. Aaron, 1 sec thou wilt not trust the 
air i 7 '> 

With secrets. 

Don. For this care of Tamora, 
Herself and tiers are highly bound to thee. 

[Ext*mil Dandyius and Chiron, 
bearing off the dead Nurse. 

Aar, Now to the Goths, as swift as 
swallow flies. 

There to dispose this treasure in mine 
arms, 

And secretly to greet the Empress’ friends. 
Come on, you thick-lipp'd slave, I’ll bear 
you hence ; 17 > 

For it is you that puts us to our shifts. 

I’ll make you feed on berries and on roots. 
And feed on curds and whey, and suck the 
goat, 

And cabin in a cave, and bring you up i3o 
To be a warrior and command a camp. 

[Exif with the cfe'ld. 


Scene III. Rotne, A public place. 
Enter Titus, bearing arrows with letters on 
the ends of them ; with him Marcus, 
Young Lucius, and other gentlemen, 
Publius, Sempronius, and Caius, with 
bows. 

Tit. Come, Marcus, come ; kinsmen, this 
is the way. 

Sir boy, let me see your archery; 

Look ye draw home enough, and 'tis there 
straight. 

Terras Astraca reliquit, 

Be you rememb’red, Marcus ; she’s gone, 
she's fled. 5 

Sirs, take you to your tools. You, cousins, 
shall 

Go sound the ocean and cast your nets ; 
Happily you may catch her in the sea ; 
Yet there’s as little justice as at land. 

No; Publius and Sempronius, you must 
do it; 10 

'Tis you must dig with mattock and with 
spade, 

And pierce the inmost centre of the earth ; 
rhen, when you come to Pluto’s region, 

I pray you deliver him this petition. 

Tell him it is for justice and for aid, 15 
And that it comes from old Anclronicus, 
Siiakcn with sorrows in ungrateful Rome. 
Ah, Rome I Well, well, 1 made thee 
miserable 

What time I threw the people’s suffrages 
On him that thus doth tyrannize o’er me. 

Go get you gone : and pray be careful all, 
And leave you not a man-of-war un- 
scarch’d. 

This wicked Emperor may have shipp’d her 
hence ; 

And, kinsmen, then we may go pipe for 
justice. c4 

Marc. O Publius, is not this a heavy case. 
To see thy noble uncle thus distract ? 

Pub. Tlierefore, my lords, it highly us 
concerns 

By day and night t'attend him carefully. 
And feed his humour kindly as we may 
Till time beget some careful remedy. 30 
Marc. Kinsmen, his sccrows are past 
remedy. 

Join with the Goths, and with revengeful 
war 

Take wreak on Rome for this ingratitude, 
And vengeance on the traitor Saturnine, 
Tit. Publius, how now ? How now, my 
masters ? 35 

What, have you met v ith her ? 

Pub. No, my good lord ; but Pluto sends 
you Word, 

If you will have Revenge from hell, you 
shall. 

Marry, for Justice, she is so employ’d, 

He thinks, with Jove in heaven, or some¬ 
where else, 40 
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So that perforce you must needs stay a time. 

Tit He doth me wrong to feed me with 
delays. 

I'll dive into the burning lake below 
And pull her out of Acheron by the heels. 
Marcus, we are but shrubs, no cedars we, 45 
No big-bon'd men fram'd of the Cyclops' 
size; 

But metal, Marcus, steel to the very back. 
Yet wrung with wrongs more than our 
backs can bear; 

And, sith there's no justice in earth nor 
hell. 

We will solicit heaven, and move the gods 
To send down Justice for to wreak our 
wrongs. 51 

Come, to this gear. You are a good archer, 
Marcus, [He fiives them the arrows, 

* Ad Jovem ' that'sS for you ; here * Ad 

Apoilincm ’. 

* Ad Martem ' that's for myself. 

Here, boy, ‘ To Pallas'; here ‘ To 
Mercury'. 55 

' To Saturn ' Cains—not to Saturnine : 
You were as good to shoot against the wind. 
To it, boy. Marcus, loose when I bid. 

Of my word, 1 have written to effect; 
There's not a god left unsolicited. 60 

Mure. Kinsmen, shoot all your shafts into 
the court; 

We win afflict the Emperor in his pride. 

Tit, Now, masters, draw. [They simof] O, 
well said, Lucius I 

Good boy, in Virgo’s lap ! Give it Pallas. 

Marc, My lord, 1 aim a mile beyond the 
moon; Os 

Your letter is with Jupiter by this. 

Tit Ha ! ha ! 

Publius, Publius, what hast thou done ? 
See, see, thou hast shot off one of Taurus’ 
horns. 

Marc. This was the sport, my lord: when 
Publius shot, 7« 

The Bull, being gall’d, gave Aries such a 
knock 

That down fell both the Ram’s horns in the 
court; 

And who should find them but the Empress' 
villain ? 

She laugh’d, and told the Moor he should 
not choose 74 

But give them to his master for a present. 

Tit Why, there it goes! God give his 
lordship joy J 

Enter the Clown, with a basket and two 
pigeons in it 

News, news from heaven ! Marcus, the post 
is come. 

Sirrah, what tidings ? Have you any 

letters ? 78 

Shall I have justice ? What says Jupiter ? 

Clo, Ho, the gibbet>maker ? He says 
that he hath taken them down again, for 
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the man must not be hang'd till the next 
week. 

Tit But what says Jupiter, I ask thee ? 
Clo, Alas, sir, 1 know not Jupiter; I 
never drank with him in all my life. 85 
Tit Why, villain, art not thou the 
carrier ? 

Clo, Ay, of my pigeons, sir ; nothing else. 
Tit, Why, didst thou not come from 
heaven ? 

Clo. From heaven ! Alas, sir, 1 never 
came there. God forbid I should be so bold 
to press to heaven in my young days. Why, 
! I am going with my pigeons to the Tribunal 
I Plcbs, to take up a matter of brawl betwixt 
my uncle and one of the Emperal’s men. 93 
Marc. Why, sir, that is as fit as can be to 
serve for your oration ; and let him deliver 
the pigeons to the Emperor from you. 

Tit. Tell me, can you deliver an oration 
to the Emperor with a grace ? 

Clo. Nay, truly, sir, 1 could never say 
grace in all my life. 

Tit, Sirrah, come hither. Make no more 
ado, ICO 

But give your pigeons to the Emperor; 
By me thou shalt have justice at his hands, 
field, hold ! Meanwhile here's money for 
lh>’ charges. 

Give me pen and ink. Sirrah, can you with 
a grace deliver up a supplication ? 105 

Clo. Ay, sir. 

Tit Then here is a supplication for you. 
And when you come to him, at the first 
approach you must kneel; then kiss liis 
foot; then deliver up your pigeons; and 
then look for your reward. I’ll be at hand, 
sir; see you do it bravely. m 

Clo. 1 warrant you, sir ; let me alone. 
Tit. Sirrah, hast thou a knife ? Come, let 
me see it. 

Here, Marcus, fold it in the oration ; 

For thou hast made it like an humble 
suppliant. 115 

And when thou hast given it to the 
Emperor, 

Knock at my door, and tell me what he 
says. 

Clo. God be with you, sir ; I will. 

Tif. Come, Marcus, let us go. Publius, 
follow me. I Exeunt, 

Scene IV. Rome. Before the palace. 

Enter the Emperor, and the Empress and 
her two sons^ Demetrius and Chiron ; 
Lords and Others. The Emperor brings 
the arrows in his hafid that Titus shot at 
him. 

Sat Why, lords, what wrongs are these I 
Was ever seen 

An emperor in Rome thus overborne, 
Troubled, confronted thus; and, for the 
extent 
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Scene 4] 

Of egal justice, us’d in such contempt ? 

My lords, you know, as know the mightful 
gods, 5 

However these disturbers of our peace 
Buzz in the people’s ears, there nought hath 
pass'd 

But even with law against the wilful sons 
Of old Andronicus. And what an if 
His sorrows have so overwhelm’d his wits. 
Shall we be thus afflicted in his wreaks, n 
His lits, his frenzy, and his bitterness ? 
And now he writes to heaven for his redress. 
See, here’s ‘To Jove* and this * To 
Mercury ’; 

This ‘ To Apollo '; this ‘ To the God of 
War T5 

Sweet scrolls to fly about the streets of 
Rome ! 

What’s this but libelling against the Senate. 
And blazoning our unjust ice every where ? 
A goodly humour, is it not, my lords ? 

As who would say in Rome no justice were. 
But if I live, his feigned ecstasies £i 

Shall be no shelter to these outrages ; 

But he and his shall know that justice lives 
In Saturninus’ health; whom, if she sleep, 
tic’ll so awake as he in fury shall 
Cut otl the proud’st conspirator that lives. 
Tam. My gracious lord, my lovely 
Saturnine, 

I.ord of my life, commander of my thoughts, 
Calm thee, and bear the faults of Titus’ age, 
Th’ elfccts of sorrow for his valiant sons, s* 
Whose loss hath pierc’d him deep and 
scarr’d his heart ; 

And rather comfort his distressed plight 
Than prosecute the meanest or the best 
For these contempts. [Aside] Why, thus it 
shall become 

High-witted Tamora to gloze with all. 35 
But, Titus, 1 have touch’d thee to the quick, 
Thy life-blood out; if Aaron now be wise. 
Then is all safe, the anchor in the port. 

Enter Clown. 

How now, good fellow! Wouldst thou 
speak with us ? 

Clo, Yes, forsooth, an your mis triship be 
Emperial. 4^ 

Tam. Empress 1 am, but yonder sits the 
Emperor. 

Clo, ’Tis he.—God and Saint Stephen 
give you godden. I have brought you a 
letter and a couple of pigeons here. 

[Saturninus reads the letter. 
Sat Go take him away, and hang him 
presently. 45 

Clo. How much money must I have ? 
Tam. Come, sirrah, you must be bang’d. 
Clo. Hang’d! by'r lady, then 1 have 
brought up a neck to a fair end. 

[Exit guarded. 
Sat Despiteful and intolerable wrongs! 
Shall 1 endure this monstrous villainy ? 51 


1 know from whence this same device 
proceeds. 

May this be borne—as if his traitorous sons 
That died by law for murder of our brother 
Have by my means been butchered wrong¬ 
fully ? 55 

Go drag the villain hither by the hair ; 
Nor age nor honour shall shape privilege. 
For this proud mock I'll be thy slaughter¬ 
man. 

Sly frantic wretch, that holp’st to make me 
great, 

In hope thyself should govern Rome and 
me. 60 

Enter Nuntius Aimilius. 

What news with thee, Aimiliiis ? 

Mmil, Arm, my lords ! Rome never had 
more cause. 

The Goths have gathered head ; and with 
a power 

Of high resolved men, bent to the spoil. 
They hither march amain, under conduct 
Of Lucius, son to old Andronicus ; Ob 

Who threats in course of this revenge to do 
As much as ever Coriolanus did. 

Sat Is warlike Lucius general of the 
Goths ? 

These tidings nip me, and 1 hang the head 
As flowers with frost, or grass beat down 
with storms. 71 

Ay, now begins our sorrows to approach. 
"I'is he the common people love so much ; 
Myself hath often heard them say— 

When I have walked like a private man— 
That Lucius* banishment was wrongfully, 
And they have wish’d that Lucius were 
their emperor. 

Tam. Why should you fear ? Is not your 
city strong ? 

Sat. Ay, but the citizens favour Lucius, 
And will revolt from me to succour him. 80 
Tam. King, be thy thoughts imperious 
like thy name ! 

Is the sun dimm’d, that gnats do fly in it ? 
llie eagle suffers little birds to sing, 

And is not careful what they mean thereby. 
Knowing that with the shadow of his wings 
He can at pleasure stint their melody ; 86 
Even so mayest thou the giddy men of 
Rome. 

Then cheer thy spirit; for know thou. 
Emperor, 

I will enchant the old Andronicus 
With words more sweet, and yet more 
dangerous, 90 

Than baits to fish or honey-stalks to sheep, 
When as the one is wounded with the bait, 
The other rotted with delicious feed. 

Sat But he will not entreat his son for us. 
Tam. If Tamora entreat him, then he will; 
For 1 can smooth and fill his aged ears 96 
With golden promises, that, were his heart 
Almost impregnable, his old ears deaf, 
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Yet should both ear and heart obey my 
tongue. 

[To ^milius] Go thou before to be our 
anib.issador; ic 

Say that the Emperor requests a parley 
Of warlike Lucius, and appoint the mcctin; 
Even at his father’s house, the old An> 
dronicus. 

Sat AXmilius, do this message honour¬ 
ably ; 

And if he stand on hostage for his safety. 
Bid him demand what pledge will please 
him best. 

iEmib Your bidding shall I do effectually. 

(Exit. 

Tam. Now will 1 to that old Andronicus, 
And temper him with all the art 1 have, 
To pluck proud Lucius from the warlike 
Gotiis. iiw 

And now, sweet Emperor, be blithe again, 
And bury all thy fear in my devices. 

Sai. Then go successantly, and plead to 
him. [Exeunt. 

ACT FIVE 

ScENK L Plains near Rome, 

Enter Lucius with an army of Goths with 
drums and colours. 

Luc, Approved warriors and my faithful 
friends, 

I have received letters from great Rome 
Which signihos what hate they bear their 
Emperor 

And how desirous of our sight they are. 
Therefore, great lords, be, as your titles 
witness, 

Imperious and impatient of your wrongs ; 
And wherein Rome hath done you any 
sScatli, 

Let him make treble satisfaction, 

1 Goth, Brave slip, sprung from the great 

Andronicus, 

Whose name was once our terror, now our 
comfort, ir> 

Whose high exploits and honourable deeds 
IngratefuJ Rome requites with foul con¬ 
tempt, 

Be bold in us : wt ’11 follow where thou 
lead’st, 

Like stinging bees in hottest summer's day. 
Led by their master to the flow'red fields, 
And be aveng’d on cursed Tamora. 

AH the Goths, And as he saith, so say we 
all with him. 

Luc. I humbly thank him, and I thank 
you all. 

But who comes here, led by a lusty Goth ? 

Enter a Goth, leading* Aaron with his Child 
in his arms, 

2 Goth, Renowned Lucius, from our | 

troops I stray’d ao j 


[Act 5 

To gaze upon a ruinous monastery; 

And as I earnestly did fix mine eye 
Upon the wasted building, suddenly 
I heard a child cry underneath a w'all. 

I made unto the noise, when soon I heard 
The crying babe control!’d with this 
discourse: af* 

' Peace, taw ny slave, half me and half thy 
dam I 

Did not thy hue bewray whose brat thou 
art, 

I lad nature lent thee but thy mother’s look. 
Villain, thou mightst have been an 
emperor; yj 

But where the bull and cow are both milk- 
white, 

They ne\ er do beget a coal-black calf. 
Peace, villain, peace ! '—even thus he rates 
the babe— 

' For I must bear thee to a trusty Goth, 
Who, w’hen he knows thou art the Empress’ 
babe, 

Will hold thee clearly for thy mother’s sake’. 
With this, my weapon draw'ii, 1 rush’d upon 
him, 

Surpris’d him suddenly, and brought him 
hither 

To use as you think needful of the man. 

Luc. O worthy Goth, this is the incarnate 
devil 40 

That robb’d Andronicus of his good hand ; 
This is the pearl that pleas’d your Empress’ 
eye; 

And here’s the base fruit of her burning 
lust. 

Say, w'all-ey’d slave, whither wouldst thou 
convey 

This growing image of thy tiend-like face ? 
Why dost not speak ? W^liat, deaf ? Not a 
word ? 40 

A halter, soldiers I Hang him on this tree, 
And by his side his fruit of bastardy. 

Aar. Touch not the boy, he is of royal 
blood. 

Luc. Too like the sire for ever being good. 
First hang the child, that he may see it 
sprawl— 51 

A sight to vex the father's soul withal. 

Get me a ladder. [A ladder brought, which 
Aaron is made to climb. 

Aar. Lucius, save the child, 

And bear it from me to the Empercss. 

If thou do this, I’ll show thee wondrous 
things 55 

That highly may advantage thee to hear ; 
If thou wilt not, befall what may befall, 
ril speak no more but * Vengeance rot you 
all!' 

Luc. Say on ; an if it please me which 
thou speak'st, 

Thy child shall live, and I will see it 
nourish’d. 6o 

Aar. An if it please thee I Why, assure 
thee, Lucius, 



Scene 1] 

'Twill vex thy soul to hear what I shall 
speak ; 

For 1 must talk of murders, rapes, and 
massacres, 

Acts of black night, abominable deeds, 
Complots of mischief, treason, villainies, 
Ruthful to hear, yet piteously perform'd ; 
And this shall all be buried in my death, 
Unless thou swear to me my child sha 
live. 

Luc. Tell on thy mind ; I say thy child 
shall live. 

Aar. Swear that he shall, and then I will 
begin. ?< 

Luc. Who should I swear by ? Thou 
believest no god ; 

That granted, how canst thou believe an 
oath ? 

Aar. What if 1 do not ?—as indeed 1 do 
not; 

Yet, for I know thou art religious 
And hast a thing within thee called con¬ 
science, 7.S 

With twenty popish tricks and ceremonies 
Which I have seen thee careful to observe, 
Therctore 1 urge thy oath. For that I know 
An idiot bolds his bauble for a god, 

And keeps the oath which by that god he 
swears, a* 

To that ril urge him. Therefore thou shalt 
vow 

By that same god—what god soe'er it be 
That thou adorcst and hast in reverence— 
To save my boy, to nourish and bring him 
up; 

Or else 1 will discover nought to thee. 8s 

Luc. Even by my god 1 swear to thee 1 
will. 

Aar. First know thou, 1 begot him on the 
Empress. 

Luc. O most insatiate and luxurious 
woman ! 

Aar. Tut, Lucius, this was but a deed of 
charity 

To that which thou shalt hear of me anon. 
'Twas her two sons that murdered Bas- 
sianus; 

They cut thy sister’s tongue, and ravish’d 
her. 

And cut her hands, and trimm’d her as 
thou sawest. 

Luc. O detestable villain! Call’st thou 
that trimming ? 

Aar. Why, she was wash'd, and cut, and 
trimm’d, and 'tw'as os 

Trim sport for them which had the doing 
of it. 

Luc. O barbarous beastly villains like 
thyself! 

Aar. Indeed, I was their tutor to instruct 
them. 

That codding spirit had they from their 
mother, I 

As sure a card as ever won the set; xoo 
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That bloody mind, I think, they Icarn'd 
ol me. 

As true a dog as ever fought at head. 

Well, let my deeds be witness of my worth. 
1 train’d thy brethren to that guileful hole 
Where the dead corpse of Bassianus lay ; 
I wrote the letter that thy father lound. 
And hid the gold within that letter men¬ 
tion’d. 

Confederate with the queen and her two 
sons ; 

And what not done, that thou hast cause 
to rue, 109 

Wherein 1 had no stroke of mischief in it ? 
I play’d the cheater for thy father’s hand, 
And, when I had it, drew myself apart 
And almost broke my heart with extreme 
laughter. 

1 pried me through the crevice of a wall, 
When, for his hand, he had his two sons’ 
heads; u.s 

Beheld his tears, and laugh’d so heartily 
That both mine eyes were rainy l;ke to his ; 
And when I told the Empress of this sport. 
She swooned almost at my pleasing tale. 
And for my tidings gave me rwenty kisses. 

(Joth. What, canst thou say all this and 
never blush ? ui 

Aar. Ay, like a black dog, as the saying is. 

Luc. Art thou not sorry for these heinous 
deeds ? 

Aar. Ay, that I had not done a thousand 
more. 

Even now 1 curse the day—and yet, I 
think, X2$ 

Few come within the compass of my curse— 
Wherein 1 did not some notorious ill : 

As kill a man, or else devise his death ; 
Ravish a maid, or plot the way to do it; 
Accuse some innocent, and forswear myself; 
Set deadly enmity between two iriends ; 
Make poor men’s cattle break their necks ; 
Set fire on barns and hay-stacks in the 
night, 

And bid the owners quench them with their 
tears. 

Oft have 1 digg’d up dead men from their 
graves, 135 

And set them upright at their dear friends* 
door 

Even when their sorrows almost was forgot, 
And on their skins, as on the bark ot trees. 
Have with my knite carved in Roman 
letters 

* Let not your sorrow die, though 1 am 

dead ’. 140 

Tut, I have done a thousand dreadful 

things 

As willingly as one would kill a fly ; 

And nothing grieves me heartily indeed 
But that I cannot do ten thousand more. 

Luc. Bring down the devil, for he must 
not die 145 

So sweet a death as hanging presently. 
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Aar. If there be devils, would 1 were a 
devil, 

To live and burn in everlasting fire, 

So 1 might have your company in heU 
But to torment you with my bitter tongue ! 
Luc. Sirs, stop his mouth, and let him 
speak no more. 151 

Enter Aimilius. 

Goth. My lord, there is a messenger from 
Rome 

Desires to be admitted to your presence. 

Luc. Let him come near. 

Welcome, Aimiiius. What’s the news from 
Rome ? 155 

jEmil. Lord Lucius, and you Princes of 
the Goths, 

The Roman Emperor greets you all by me ; 
And, for he understands you are in arms. 
He craves a parley at vour father’s house. 
Willing you to demand your hostages, ko 
A nd they shall be immediately deliver’d. 

1 Goth. What says our general ? 

Luc. -iEmilius, let the Emperor give his 
pledges 

Unto my father and my uncle Marcus. 164 
And we will come. March away. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Rome. Before Titus* house. 

Enter Tamora, and her two sons, De¬ 
metrius and Chiron, disguised. 

Tam. Thus, in this strange and sad 
habiliment, 

I will encounter with Andronicus, 

And say I am Revenge, sent from below 
To join with him and right his heinous 
wrongs. 

Knock at his study, where they say he 
keeps 5 

To ruminate strange plots of dire revenge *, 
Tell him Revenge is come to join with 
him. 

And work confusion on his enemies. 

They knock, and Titus opens his study door, 
above. 

Tit. Who doth molest my contemplation? 
Is it vour trick to make me ope the door, 10 
That so my sad decrees may fly away 
And all my studv be to no effect ? 

You are deceiv’d ; for what I mean to do 
See here in bloody lines I have set down ; 
And what is written shall he executed, 

Tam. Titus, I am come to talk with thee. 
TU. No, not a word. How can I grace 
my talk, 

W’anting a hand to give it that accord ? 
Thou hast the odds ot me; therefore no 
more. 

Tam. If thou didst know me, thou 
wouldst talk with me. 20 

Tit. 1 am not mad, 1 know thee well 
enough: 


[Act s 

Witness this wretched stump, witness these 
crimson lines; 

Witness these trenches made by grief and 
care ; 

Witness the tiring day and heavy night; 
Witness all sorrow that I know tliec well 25 
For our proud Empress, mighty Tamora. 
Is not thy coming for my other hand ? 

Tam. Know thou, sad man, I am not 
Tamora: 

She is thy enemy and I thy friend. 

I am Revenge, sent from th’ infernal 
kingdom 30 

To case the gnawing vulture of thy mind 
By working wreak fill vengeance on thy foes. 
Come down and welcome me to this world’s 
light; 

Confer with me of murder and of death ; 
There’s not a hollow cave or lurking-place. 
No vast obscurity or misty vale, 3t> 

Where bloody murder or detested rape 
Can couch for fear but 1 will And them out; 
And in their ears tell them my dreadful 
name— 

Revenge, which makes the foul offender 
quake. 40 

Tit. Art thou Revenge ? and art thou 
sent to me 

To be a torment to mine enemies ? 

Tam. I am ; therefore come down and 
welcome me. 

Tit. Do me some service ere I come to 
thee. 

Lo, by thy side where Rape and Murder 
stands; 45 

Now give some siirance that thou art 
Revenge— 

Stab them, or tear them on thy chariot 
wheels ; 

And then ITI come and be thy waggoner 
And whirl along with thee about the globes. 
Provide thee two proper palfreys, black as 

jet, 50 

To hale thy vengeful waggon swift away. 
And find out murderers in their guilty 
caves; 

And when thy car is loaden with their 
heads, 

I will dismount, and by thy w^aggon wheel 
Trot, like a servile footman, all day long, 55 
Even from Hyperion’s rising in the east 
Until liis very downfall in the sea. 

And day by day I’ll do this heavy task, 

So thou destroy Rapine and Murder there. 

Tam. These are my ministers, and come 
with me. 60 

Tit. Are they thy ministers ? What are 
they call'd ? 

Tam. Rape and Murder ; therefore called 
$0 

Cause they take vengeance of such kind 
of men. 

TU. Good Lord, how like the Empress* 
sons they are I 
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And you the Empress I But we worldly 
men 65 

Have miserable, mad, mistaking; eyes. 

O sweet Revenge, now do 1 come to thee ; 
And, if one arm's embracement will content 
thee, 

I will embrace thee in it by and by. 

[Exit above. 

Tam. This closing with him fits his 
lunacy. 70 

Whate'er 1 forge to feed his brain-sick 
humours. 

Do you uphold and maintain in your 
speeches. 

For now he firmly takes me for Revenge; 
And, being credulous in this mad thought. 
I’ll make him send for Lucius his son, 75 
And whilst 1 at a banquet hold him sure, 
ril find some cunning practice out of hand 
To scatter and disperse the giddy Goths, 
Or, at the least, make them his enemies. 
See, here he comes, and 1 must ply my 
theme. Ho 

Enter Titus, below. 

Tit. Long have 1 been forlorn, and all for 
thee. 

Welcome, dread Fury, to my woeful house. 
Rapine and Murder, you are welcome too. 
How like the Empress and her sons you are! 
Well are you fitted, had you but a Moor. 85 
Could not all hell afford you such a devil ? 
For well 1 wot the Empress never wags 
But in her company there is a Moor; 

And, would you represent our queen 
aright, 

It were convenient you had such a devil, sk) 
But welcome as you are. What shall we do? 

Tam. What wouldst thou have us do, 
Andronicus ? 

Dem. Show me a murderer, I'll deal with 
him. 

Chi, Show me a villain that hath done a 
rape. 

And I am sent to be reveng’d on him. 95 

Tam. Show me a thousand that hath 
done thee wrong. 

And I will be revenged on them all. 

Tit. Look round about the wicked streets 
of Rome, 

And when thou find'st a man that’s like 
thyself, 99 

Good Murder, stab him ; he’s a murderer. 
Go thou with him, and when it is thy hap 
To find another that is like to thee, 

Good Rapine, stab him ; he is a ravisher. 
Go thou with them ; and in the Emperor’s 
court 

There is a queen, attended by a Moor ; 105 
Well Shalt thou know her by thine own 
proportion, 

For up and down she doth resemble thee. 

1 pray thee, do on them some violent death; 
They have been violent to me and mine. 

30 


Tam. Well hast thou lesson’d us; this 
shall we do. no 

But would it please thee, good Andronicus, 
To send for Lucius, thy thrice-valiant son, 
Who leads tow'ards Rome a band of w^nrlike 
Goths, 

And bid him come and banquet at thy 
house; jt4 

When he is here, even at thy solemn feast, 
I will bring in the Empress and her sons. 
The Emperor himself, and all thy foes; 
And at thy mercy shall they stoop and 
kneel. 

And on them shalt thou ease thy angry 
heart. 

What says Andronicus to this device ? 120 

Tit. Marcus, my brother I 'Tis sad Titus 
calls. 

Enter Marcus. 

Go, gentle Marcus, to thy nephew Lucius ; 
Thou sha!t inquire him out among the 

Goths. 123 

Bid him repair to me, and bring with him 
Some of the chiefest princes of the Goths ; 
Bid him encamp his soldiers where they are. 
I'ell him the Emperor and the Empress loo 
beast at my house, and he shall feast with 
them. 

This do thou for my love; and so let him. 
As he regards his aged father’s life. 130 

Marc. This will 1 do, and soon return 
again. [Exit. 

Tam. Now will I hence about thy 
business, 

And take my ministers along with me. 

Tit. Nay, nay, let Rape and Murder stay 
with me. 

Or else I’ll call my brother back again, 135 
And cleave to no revenge but Lucius. 

Tam. [Aside to her sorisl What say you, 
boys ? Will you abide with him. 
Whiles I go tell my lord the Emperor 
How 1 have govern'd our determin'd lest ? 
Yield to his humour, smooth and speak him 
fair, 140 

And tarry with him till I turn again. 

Tit. lAsideJ I knew them all, though they 
suppos'd me mad. 

And will o’er-reach them in their own 
devices, 

A pair of cursed hell-hounds and their dam. 

Dem. Madam, depart at pleasure ; leave 
us here. 145 

Tam. Farewell, Andronicus; Revenge 
now goes 

To lay a complot to betray thy foes. 

Tit. 1 know thou dost: and, sweet 
Revenge, farewell. [Hxfi Tamora. 

Chi. Tell us, old man, how shall we be 
employ'd ? 

TU. Tut, I have work enough for you to 
do. 150 

Publius, come hither, Caius, and Valentine. 
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[Act 5 


Enter Publius, Caius, and Valentine. 

Pub, What is your will ? 

Tit, Know you these two ? 

Pub, The Empress' sons, I take them: 
Chiron, Demetrius. 155 

Tit, Fie, Publius, fie ! thou art too much 
deceiv’d. 

The one is Murder, and Rape is the other's 
name; 

And therefore bind them, gentle Publius— 
Caius and Valentine, lay hands on them. 
Oft have you heard me wish for such an 
hour, 160 

And now I find it; therefore bind them 
sure, 

And stop their mouths if they begin to cry. 

[Exd. They lay hold on Chiron and 
Demetrius, 

Chi, Villains, forbear I we are the 
Empress' sons. 

Pub, And therefore do we what we are 
commanded. 

Stop close their mouths, let them not speak 
a word. 16-^ 

Is he sure bound ? Look that you bind 
them fast. 

Re-enter Titus Andronicus with a knife, 
and Lavinia with a basin. 

Tit, Come, come, Lavinia; look, thy foes 
are bound. 

Sirs, stop their mouths, let them not speak 
to me; 

But let them hear what fearful words 1 
utter. 

O villains, Chiron and Demetrius ! 170 

Here stands the spring whom you have 
stain'd with mud ; 

This goodly summer with your winter 
mix'd. 

You kill'd her husband ; and for that vile 
fault 

Two of her brothers were condemn'd to 
death, 

My hand cut off and made a merry jest; 175 
Both her sweet hands, her tongue, and that 
more dear 

Than hands or tongue, her spotless chastity. 
Inhuman traitors, you constrain'd and 
forc'd. 

What would you say, if 1 should let you 
speak ? 

Villains, for shame you could not beg for 
grace. iSo 

Hark, wretches 1 how I mean to martyr you. 
This one hand yet is left to cut your throats. 
Whiles that Lavinia 'tween her stumps doth 
hold 

The basin that receives your guilty blood. 
You know your mother means to feast with 
me, 185 

And calls herself Revenge, and thinks me 
macL 
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Hark, villains 1 1 will grind your bones to 
dust. 

And with your blood and it I'll make a 
paste ; 

And of the paste a coffin I will rear. 

And make two pasties of your shameful 
heads; 190 

And bid that strumpet, your unhallowed 
dam, 

Like to the earth, swallow her own increase. 
This is the feast that 1 have bid her to. 
And this the banquet she shall surfeit on ; 
For worse than Philomel you us'd my 
daughter, 195 

And worse than Progne I will be reveng'd. 
And now prepare your throats. Lavinia, 
come, 

Receive the blood ; and when that they are 
dead, 

Let me go grind their bones to powder 
small, 

And with this hateful liquor temper it; 200 
And in that paste let their vile heads be 
bak’d. 

Come, come, be every one officious 
To make this banquet, which I wish may 
prove 

More stern and bloody than the Centaurs’ 
feast. [He cuts their throats. 

So. 

Now bring them in, for 1 will play the cook, 
And see them ready against their mother 
comes. ?o 6 

[Exeunt, bearing the dead bodies. 

Scene III. The court of Titus* house. 

Enter Lucius, Marcus, and the Goths, with 
Aaron prisoner and his Child in the arms 
of an Attendant. 

Luc. Uncle Marcus, since 'tis my father's 
mind 

That I repair to Rome, I am content, 

1 Goth, And ours with thine, betall what 
fortune will. 

Luc. Good uncle, take you in this 
barbarous Moor, 

This ravenous tiger, this accursed devil; 5 
Let him receive no sust'nance, fetter him. 
Till he be brought unto the Empress' face 
For testimony of her foul proceedings. 

And see the ambush of our friends be 
strong; 

I fear the Emperor means no good to us, xo 
Aar, Some devil whisper curses in my ear, 
And prompt me that my tongue may utter 
forth 

The venomous malice of my swelling heart! 
Luc. Away, inhuman dog, unhallowed 
slave 1 

Sirs, help our uncle to convey him in. 15 
[Exeunt Goths with Aaron, Flourish 

within. 

The trumpets show the Emperor is at hand. 
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Sound trumpets. Enter Saturninus and 
Tamora, with ^MiLius, Tribunes, Sen¬ 
ators, and Others. 

Sat. What, hath the firmament moe suns 
than one ? 

Luc. What boots it thee to call thyself a 
sun ? 

Marc. Rome's Emperor, and nephew, 
break the parlc; 

These quarrels must be quietly debated. 20 
The feast is ready which the careful Titus 
Hath ordain’d to an honourable end, 

For peace, for love, for league, and good to 
Rome. 

Please you, therefore, draw nigh and take 
your places. 

Sat, Marcus, we will. [A table brought in. 
The company sit down. 

Trumpets sounding, enter Titus like a cook, 
placing the dishes, and Lavinia with a 
veil over her face ; also Young Lucius, 
and Others. 

Tit, Welcome, my lord ; welcome, dread 
Queen; 26 

Welcome, ye warlike Goths; welcome, 
Lucius; 

And welcome all. Although the cheer be 
poor, 

’Twill fill your stomachs; please you eat 
of it. 

Sat, Why art thou thus attir'd, An- 
dronicus ? 30 

Tit. Because I would be sure to have all 
well 

1*0 entertain your Highness and your 
Empress, 

Tam. We arc l>eholding to you, good 
Andronicus. 

Tit, An if vour Highness knew my heart, 
you were. 

My lord the Emperor, resolve me this : 35 
Was it well done of rash Virginius 
To slay his daughter with his own right 
hand, 

Because she was enforc'd, stain'd, and 
deflower’d ? 

Sat. It was, Andronicus. 

Tit. Your reason, mighty lord. 40 

Sal. Because the girl should not survive 
her shame, 

And by her presence still renew his sorrows. 
Tit. A reason mighty, strong, and 
effectual; 

A pattern, precedent, and lively warrant 
For me, most wretched, to perform the like. 
Die, die, Lavinia, and thy shame with thee; 

[He kills her. 

And with thy shame thy father’s sorrow die! 
Sat. What hast thou done, unnatural and 
unkind ? 

Tit* Kill'd her for whom my tears have 
made me blind. 


I am as woeful as Virginius was, 50 

And have a thousand times more cause than 
he 

To do this outrage ; and it now is clone. 

Sat. What, was she ravish’d ? Tell who 
did the deed. 

Tit. Wiirt please you eat ? Will't please 
your Highness teed ? 

Tam. Whv hast thou slain thine only 
daughter thus ? 55 

Tit, Not 1 ; 'twas Chiron and Demetrius. 
They ravish’d her, and cut away her 
tongue; 

And they, ’twas they, that did her all this 
wrong. 

Sat. Go, fetch them hither to us presently. 

Tit, Why, there they are, both baked in 
this pie, 60 

Whereof their mother daintilv hath fed. 
Eating the flesh that she herself hath bred. 
Tis true, 'tis true: witness my knife's 
sharp point. [He stabs the Empress. 

Sat, Die, frantic wretch, for this accursed 
deed ! I He slabs Titus, 

Luc, Can the son’s eye behold his father 
bleed ? 65 

There's meed for meed, death for a deadly 
deed, [He stabs Saturninus. A great 
tumult. Lucius, Marcus, and their 
friends go up into the balcony, 

Marc. You sad-fac’d men, people and 
sons of Rome, 

By uproars sever’d, as a flight of fowl 
Scatter’d by winds and high tempestuous 
gusts, 

O, let me teach you how to knit again 70 
This scattered corn into one mutual sheaf. 
These broken limbs again into one body ; 
Lest Rome herself be bane unto herself, 
And she whom mighty kingdoms curtsy to. 
Like a forlorn and desperate castaway, 75 
Do shameful execution on herself. 

But if my frosty signs and chaps of age. 
Grave witnesses of true experience. 

Cannot induce you to attend my words, 
[To Lucius] Speak, Rome’s dear friend, as 
erst our ancestor, 80 

When with his solemn tongue he did 
discourse 

To love-sick Dido’s sad attending ear 
The story of that baleful burning night. 
When subtle Greeks surpris’d King Priam’s 
Troy, 84 

Tell us what Sinon hath be 3 vitch’d our ears. 
Or who hath brought the fata) engine in 
That gives our Troy, our Rome, the civil 
wound. 

My heart is not compact of flint nor steel; 
Nor can I utter all our bitter grief. 

But floods of tears will drown my oratory 90 
And break my utterance, even in the 
time 

When it should move ye to attend me most 
And force you to commiseration. 
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Here’s Rome’s young Captain, let him tell 
the tale; 

While I stand by and weep to hear him 
speak. 95 

Luc. Then, gracious auditory, be it known 
to you 

That Chiron and the damn’d Demetrius 
Were they that murd’red our Emperor’s 
brother; 

And they it were that ravished our sister. 
For their fell faults our brothers were 
beheaded, loo 

Our father’s tears despis’d, and basely 
cozen’d 

Of that true hand that fought Rome’s 
quarrel out 

And sent her enemies unto the grave. 
Lastly, myself unkindly banished, 

The gates shut on me, and turn’d weeping 
out, 105 

To beg relief among Rome’s enemies ; 

Who drown’d their enmity in my true tears. 
And op’d their arms to embrace me as a 
friend, 

1 am the turned forth, be it known to 
you, 

That have preserv’d her w'elfare in my 
blood jio 

And from her bosom took the enemy’s 
point, 

Sheathing the steel in my advent’rous body, 
Alas I you know I am no vaunter, I : 

My scars can witness, dumb although they 
are, 

That my report is just and full of truth, n? 
But, soft! methinks I do digress too much, 
Citing my worthless praise. O, pardon me! 
For when no friends are by, men praise 
themselves. 

Marc. Now is my turn to speak. Behold 
the child. [Pointing to tlie child in 
an AttendanVs arms. 
Of this was Tamora delivered, 

The issue of an irreligious Moor, 

Chief architect and plotter of these woes. 
The villain is alive in Titus' house, 

Damn’d as he is, to witness this is true. 
Now judge what cause had Titus to revenge 
These wrongs unspeakable, past patience. 
Or more than any living man could bear. 
Now have you heard the truth : what say 
you, Romans ? 

Have we done aught amiss, show us where¬ 
in. 

And, from the place where you behold us 
pleading, 130 

The poor remainder of Andronici 
Will hand in hand all headlong hurl our¬ 
selves. 

And on the ragged stones beat forth our 
souls, 

And make a mutual closure of our house. 
Speak, Romans, speak; and if you say we 
shall, 133! 


[Act 5 

Lo, hand in hand, Lucius and 1 will fall. 

^mil. Come, come, thou reverend man 
of Rome, 

And bring our Emperor gently in thy hand, 
Lucius our Emperor ; for well I know 
The common voice do cry it shall be so. 140 

AIL Lucius, all hail, Rome’s royal 
Emperor! 

Marc. Go, go into old Titus’ sorrowful 
house. 

And hither hale that misbelieving Moor 
To be adjudg’d some direful slaught’ring 
death. 

As punishment for his most wicked life. 115 
[Exemii some Attendants, Lucius, 
Marcus, and the others descend. 

All. Lucius, all hail, Rome's gracious 
governor! 

Luc. Thanks, gentle Romans! May I 
govern so 

To heal Rome’s harms and wipe away her 
woe ! 

But, gentle people, give me aim awhile. 
For nature puts me to a heavy task. 150 
Stand all aloof ; but, uncle, draw you near 
To shed obsequious tears upon this trunk. 
O, take this warm kiss on thy pale cold lips, 
{Kisses Titus. 

These sorrowful drops upon thy blood¬ 
stain’d face, 

The last true duties of thy noble son I 155 

Marc. Tear for tear and loving kiss for 
kiss 

Ihy brother Marcus tenders on thy lips. 

O, were the sum of these that 1 should 
pay 

Countless and infinite, yet would 1 pay 
them 1 

Luc. Come hither, boy ; come, come, and 
learn of us loo 

To melt in showers. Thy grandsire lov’d 
thee wxil; 

Many a time he danc’d thee on his knee. 
Sung thee asleep, his loving breast thy 
pillow ; 

Many a story hath he told to thee. 

And bid thee bear his pretty tales in mind 
And talk of them when he was dead and 
gone. 166 

Mflrc? 4 s. How many thousand times hath 
these poor lips, 

When they were living, warm’d themselves 
on thine! 

0 , now, sweet boy, give them their latest 
kiss! 

Bid him farewell; commit him to the 
grave; 170 

Do them that kindness, and take leave of 
them. 

Boy. O grandsire, grandsire I ev’n with 
all my heart 

Would I were dead, so you did live again ! 
O Lord, I cannot speak to him for weeping ; 
My tears will choke me, if I ope my mouth. 
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Re-enter Attendants with Aaron. 

A Roman. You sad Andronid, have done 
with woes ; i?o 

Give sentence on this execrable wretch 
That hath been breeder of these dire events. 

Luc. Set him breast-deep in earth, and 
famish him ; 

There let him stand and rave and cry for 
food. 180 

If any one relieves or pities him. 

For the ofl'ence he dies. This is our doom. 
Some stay to see him fastened in the earth. 

Aar. Ah, why should wrath be mute and 
fury dumb ? 

I am no baby, I, that with base prayers i8,s 
I should repent the evils I have done; 


Ten thousand worse than ever yet I did 
Would I perform, if I might have my will. 
If one good deed in all my life 1 did, 

1 do repent it from my very soul. 390 

Luc. Some loving friends convey the 
Emperor hence, 

And give him burial in his father’s grave. 
My father and Lavinia shall forthwith 
Be closed in our household’s monument. 

As for that ravenous tiger, Tamora, 195 
No funeral rite, nor man in mourning weed. 
No mournful bell shall ring her burial; 

But throw her forth to beasts and birdvS 
to prey. 

Her life was beastly and devoid of pity, 
And being dead, let birds on her take pity. 

[Exeunt. 
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An Old Man, of the Capulet family, 

Romeo, son to Montague, 
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Balthasar, servant to Romeo, 


gSry, } *«^‘*”'* ^ 
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Abraham, servant to Montague, 

An Apothecary. 

Three Musicians. 

An Officer. 

Lady Montague, wife to Montague, 

Lady Capulet, wife to Capulet, 
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Citizens of Verona ; Gentlemen and Gentle¬ 
women of both houses; Maskers, 
Torclibearers, Pages, Guards, Watch¬ 
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The Scene r Verona and Mantua, 


THE PROLOGUE 
Enter Chorus. 

Two households, both alike in dignity, 

In fair Verona, where we lay our scene. 
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny. 
Where civil blood makes civil hands un¬ 
clean. 4 

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 
A pair of star-cross’d lovers take their 
life; 

Whose misadventur'd piteous overthrows 
Doth with their death bury their parents’ 
strife. 

The fearful passage of their death-mark'd 
love, <> 

And the continuance of their parents’ rage, 
Which, but their children's end, nought 
could remove. 

Is now the two hours’ traffic of our stage; 
The which if you with patient ears attend, 
What liere shall miss, our toil shall strive to 
mend. [Exd. 

ACT ONE 

Scene I. Verona, A public place. 

Enter Sampson and Gregory, of the house 
of Capulet, with swords and bucklers on. 

Sam, Gregory, on my word, we’ll not 
carry coals. 

Gre, No, for then we should be colliers. 
Sam, I mean, an we be in cholcr, we’ll 
draw. 

Gre, Ay, while you live, draw your neck 
out of collar. s 
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Sam. I strike quickly, being moved. 

Gre. But thou art not quickly moved to 
strike. 

Sam* A dog of the house of Montague 
moves me. 

Gre. To move Is to stir, and to be valiant 
is to stand ; therefore, if thou art moved, 
thou rim’st aw^ay. jo 

Sam. A dog of that house shall move me 
to stand. 1 will take the wall of any man 
or maid of Montague’s. 

Gre. That shows thee a weak slave ; for 
the weakest goes to the wall. 14 

Sum. ’Tis true; and therefore women, 
being the weaker vessels, are ever thrust to 
the wall; therefore I will push Montague’s 
men from the wall and thrust his maids to 
the wall. 

Gre. The quarrel is between our masters 
and us their men, 20 

Sam, ’Tis all one ; I will show myself a 
tyrant. When 1 have fought with the men. 
I will be civil with the maids—I will cut off 
their heads. 

Gre. The heads of the maids ? 21 

Sam. Ay, the heads of the maids, or 
their maidenheads ; take it in what sense 
thou wilt. 2f> 

Gre. They must take it in sense that feel 
it. 

Sam, Me they shall feel while I am able 
to stand; and 'tis known I am a pretty 
piece of llcsh. 

Gre, 'Tis well thou art not fish ; if thou 
hadst, thou hadst been poor-John. Draw 
thy tool; here comes two of the house of 
Montagues. 3a 
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Enter two other ServinRmen, 
Abraham and Balthasar. 

Sam* My naked weapon is out; quarrel, 
1 will back thee. 

Gre. How ? turn thy back and run ? 35 
Sam* Fear me not. 

Gre, No, marry ; I fear thee! 

Sam* Let us take the law of our sides; 
let them begin. 

Gre, I will frown as I pass by, and let 
them take it as they list, 4‘> 

Sam, Nay, as they dare. 1 will bite my 
thumb at them, which is disgrace to them 
if they bear it. 

Abr, Do you bite your thumb at us, sir ? 
Sam. 1 do bite my thumb, sir. 44 

Abr. Do you bite your thumb at us, sir ? 
Sam, [Aside to Gregory] Is the law of our 
side, if I say ay ? 

Gre. [Aside to Sampson] No. 

Sam, No, sir. I do not bite my thumb at 
you, sir ; but I bite my thumb, sir. 

Gre, Do you quarrel, sir ? 50 

Af>r. Quarrel, sir I No, sir. 

Sam, But if you do, sir. 1 am for you. I 
serve as good a man as you. 

Abr. No better ? 

Sam, Well, sir. 55 

Enter Benvolio. 

Gre* [Aside to Sampson] Say * better ’; 
here comes one of my master’s kinsmen. 
Sam. Yes, better, sir, 

Abr. You lie. 59 

Sam. Draw, if you be men. Gregory, 

remember thy swashing blow. (Tliey fight. 

Ben* Part, fools ! [Beats dowtt tiieir swords. 
Put up your swords ; you know not what 
you do. 63 

Enter Tybalt. 

Tyb* What, art thou drawn among these 
heartless hinds ? 

Turn thee, Benvolio ; look upon thy death. 
Ben* 1 do but keep the peace; put up 
thy sword, 06 

Or manage it to part these men with me. 
Tyb, What, drawn, and talk of peace I I 
hate the word, os 

As 1 hate hell, all Montagues, and thee. 
Have at thee, coward I [They fight. 

Enter an Officer, and three or four Citizens 
with clubs or partisans* 

Officer. Clubs, bills, and partisans! Strike; 
beat them down. 

Ctiizens. Down with the Capulets! 
Down with the Montagues 1 

Enter Old Capulet in his gown, and his 
Wife. 

Cap, What noise is this ? Give me my 
long sword, ho I 


Lady C* A crutch, a crutch! Why call 
you for a sword ? 

Cap, My sword, I say ! Old Montague is 
come, 75 

And flourishes his blade in spite of me. 

Enter Old Montague and his Wife, 

Mon. Thou villain Capulet I —Hold me 
not, let me go. 

Lady M. Thou shalt not stir one foot to 
seek a foe. 

Enter Prince Escalus, with his Tra n. 

Prin, Rebellious subjects, enemies to 
peace, 79 

Profaners of this neighbour-stained steel— 
Will they not hear ? What, ho I you men, 
you beasts. 

That quench the fire of your pernicious rage 
With purple fountains issuing from your 
veins! 

On pain of torture, from those bloody hands 
Throw your mistempered weapons to the 
ground, «5 

And hear the sentence of your moved 
prince. 

Three civil brawls, bred of an airy word, 
By thee, old Capulet, and Montague, 

Have thrice disturb’d the quiet of our 
streets 

And made Verona’s ancient citizens 90 

Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments 
To wield old partisans, in hands as old, 
Cank’red with peace, to part your cank'red 
hate. 

If ever you disturb our streets again, 94 
Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace. 
For this time all the rest depart away. 
You, Capulet. shall go along with me ; 
And, Montague, come you this afternoon. 
To know our farther pleasure in this case, 
I'o old Free-town, our common judgment- 
place. UM 

Once more, on pain of death, all men 
depart. [Exeunt all but Montague, 
his Wife, and Benvolio, 

Mon. Who set this ancient quarrel new 
abroach ? 

Speak, nephew; were you by when it 
began ? 

Ben. Here were the servants of your 
adversary 104 

And yours, close fighting ere I did approach. 
1 drew to part them ; in the instant came 
The fiery Tybalt, with his sword prepar’d ; 
Which, as he breath’d defiance to my 
ears. 

He swung about his head and cut the winds, 
Who, nothing hurt withal, hiss’d him in 
scorn. I to 

While we were interchanging thrusts and 
blows. 

Came more and more, and fought on part 
and part. 
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Till the Prince came, who parted cither 
part. 

Lady M. O, where is Romeo ? Saw you 
him to-day ? 

Right glad I am he was not at this fray, n 

Ben. Madam, an hour before the wor- 
shipp’d sun 

Peer’d forth the golden window of the east, 
A troubled mind drew me to walk abroad ; 
Where, underneath the grove of sycamore 
That westward rooteth from this city side. 
So early walking did 1 see your son. 
Towards him 1 made ; but he was ware of 
me 

And stole into the covert of the wood. 

I, measuring his affections by my own. 
Which then most sought where most might 
not be found, 

Being one too many by my weary self. 
Pursu’d my humour, not pursuing his. 

And gladly shunn’d who gladly fled from 
me. 

Mon. Many a morning hath he there been 
seen, 

With tears augmenting the fresh morning’s 
dew, 

Adding to clouds more clouds with his deep 
sighs; 

But all so soon as the all-cheering sun 
Should in the farthest east begin to draw’ 
The shady curtains from Aurora’s bed, 131 
Away from light steals home my heavy 
son, 

And private in his chamber pens himself. 
Shuts up his windows, locks fair daylight 
out. 

And makes himself an artificial night. 
Black and portentous must this humour 
prove, 130 

Unless good counsel may the cause remove. 

Ben. My noble uncle, do you know the 
cause ? 

Mon. I neither know it nor can learn of 
him. 

Ben. Have you importun’d him by any 
means ? 

Mon. Both by myself and many other 
friends. 

But he, his own affections’ counsellor, 145 
Is to himself—I will not say how true; 

But to himself so secret and so close. 

So far from sounding and discovery. 

As is the bud bit with an envious worm. 
Ere he can spread his sweet leaves to the 
air, 

Or dedicate his beauty to the sun. 

Could we but learn from whence his 
sorrows grow. 

We would as willingly give cure as know. 

Enter Romeo. 

Ben. See where he comes. So please you 
step aside; 154 

I’ll know his grievance or be much denied. 
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Mon. I would thou wert so happy by thy 
stay 

To hear true shrift. Come, madam, let's 
away. 

[Exeunt Montague and his Wife. 

Ben. Good morrow, cousin, 

Rom. Is the day so young ? 

Ben. But new struck nine. 

Rom. Ay me ! sad hours seem long. 
Was that my father that went hence so 
fast ? 160 

Ben. It was. What sadness lengthens 
Romeo's hours ? 

jRom. Not having that which having 
makes them short. 

Ben. In love ? 

Rom. Out— 

Ben. Of love ? ifi-s 

Rom. Out of her favour where I am in 
love. 

Ben. Alas that love, so gentle in his view. 
Should be so tyrannous and rough in proof! 

JRom. Alas that love, whose view is 
muffled still, 

Should without eyes see pathways to his 
will! 170 

Where shall we dine ? O me ! What fray 
was here ? 

Yet tell me not, for I have heard it all. 
Here’s much to do with hate, but more 
with love. 

Why then, O brawling love ! O loving hate! 
O anything, of nothing first create ! 175 

O heavy lightness ! serious vanity ! 
Mis-shapen chaos of well-seeming forms ! 
Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold tire, sick 
health! 

Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is ! 
This love feel I, that feel no love in this, r^o 
Dost thou not laugh ? 

Ben. No, co2, I rather weep. 

Rom. Good heart, at what ? 

Ben. At thy good heart’s oppression. 

Rom. Why, such is love’s transgression. 
Griefs of mine own lie heavy in my breast, 
Which thou wilt propagate, to have it prest 
With more of thine. This love that thou 
hast shown 186 

Doth add more grief to too much of mine 
own. 

Love is a smoke rais’d with the fume of 
sighs; 

Being purg’d, a fire sparkling in lovers’ 
eyes; 

Being vex’d, a sea nourish'd with loving 
tears. 190 

What is it else ? A madness most discreet, 
A choking gall, and a preserving sweet. 
Farewell, my coz. 

Ben. Soft! I will go along ; 

An if you leave me so, you do me wrong. 

Rom. Tut, I have lost myself; I am not 
here: 195 

This is not Romeo, he’s some other where. 



Scene 1] 

Ben. Tell me in sadness who is that you 
love. 

Rom. What, shall I groan and tell thee ? 

Ben. Groan I Why, no ; 

But sadly tell me who. 

Rom. Bid a sick man in sadness make his 
will. 

Ah, word ill urg'd to one that is so ill I 
In sadness, cousin, I do love a woman. 

Ben. 1 aim’d so near when 1 suppos’d you 
lov'd. 

Rom. A right good markman ! And she's 
fair I love. 

Ben. A right lair mark, fair coz, is soonest 
hit. 

Rom. Well, in that hit you miss : she'll 
not be hit 

With Cupid's arrow. She hath Dian's wit, 
And in strong proof of chastity well arm'd, 
From Love's weak childish bow slie lives 
unharm’d. 

She will not stay the siege of loving terms, 
Nor bide th' encounter of assailing eyes. 
Nor ope her lap to saint-seducing gold. 

O, she is rich in beauty ; only poor 
That, when she dies, with beauty dies her 
store. 

Ben. Then she hath sworn that she will 
still live chaste ? -:r3 

Rom. She hath, and in that sparing 
makes huge waste; 

For beauty, starv’d with her severity. 

Cuts beauty off from all posterity. 

She is too fair, too wise, wisely too fair, 

To merit bliss by making me despair. 220 
She hath forsworn to love, and in that vow 
Do I live dead that live to tell it now. 

Ben. Be rul'd by me: forget to think of her, 

Rom. O, teach me how I should forget to 
think! 

Ben. By giving liberty unto thine eyes. 
Examine other beauties. 

Rom. 'Tis the way 226 

To call hers, exquisite, in question more. 
Ihese happy masks that kiss fair ladies’ 
brows. 

Being black, puts us in mind they hide the 
fair. 

He that is strucken blind cannot forget 230 
The precious treasure of his eyesight lost. 
Show me a mistress that is passing fair. 
What doth her beauty serve but as a note 
Where 1 may read who pass'd that passing 
fair ? 23 V 

Farewell; thou canst not teach me to forget. 

Ben. ru pay that doctrine or else die in 
debt. [ExcmuL 

Scene II. A street. 

Enter Capulet, County Paris, and the 
Clown, his servant 

Cap. But Montague is bound as well as I,: 
In penalty alike; and 'tis not hard, 1 think,' 
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For men so old as we to keep the peace. 

Par. Of honourable reckoning are you 
both. 

And pity 'tis you liv'd at odds so long. 5 
But now, my lord, what say you to my suit? 

Cap. But saying o’er what 1 have said 
before: 

My child is yet a stranger in the world. 

She hath not seen the change of fourteen 
years; 

Let two more summers wither in their 
pride io 

Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride. 

Par. Younger than she are happy 
mothers made. 

Cap. And too soon marr’d are those so 
early made- 

Eartb hath swallowed all my hopes but she; 
She is the hopeful lady of my earth. 13 

But woo her, gentle Paris, get her heart; 
My will to her consent is but a part. 

And, she agreed, within her scope of choice 
Lies my consent and fair according voice. 
This night I hold an old accustom’d feast. 
Whereto 1 have invited many a guest, ar 
Such as 1 love ; and you among the store. 
One more, most welcome, makes my num¬ 
ber more. 

At my poor house look to behold this night 
Earth-treading stars that make dark 
heaven light. 25 

Such comfort as do lusty young men feel 
When well-apparcll’d April on the heel 
Of limping winter treads, even such delight 
Among fresh female buds shall you tills 
night 

Inherit at my house. Hear all, all see, 30 
And like her most whose merit most shall 
be; 

Which on more view of many, mine, being 
one. 

May stand in number, though in reck'ning 
none. 

Come, go with me. [To Servant, giving him 
a paper] Go, sirrah, trudge about 
Through fair Verona ; hnd those persons 
out 35 

Whose names are written there, and to 
them say 

My house and welcome on their pleasure 
stay. [Exeunt Capulet and Paris. 

Serv. Find them out whose names are 
written here! It is written that the shoe¬ 
maker should meddle with his yard and the 
tailor with his last, the fisher with his pencil 
and the painter with his nets; but I am 
sent to find those persons whose names are 
here writ, and can never find what names 
the writing person hath here writ. I must 
to the learned. In good time I 44 

Enter Benvolio and Romeo. 

Ben. Tut, man, one fire burns out an¬ 
other's burning, 
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One pain is lessened by another’s ang:uish ; 
Turn giddy, and be help by backward 
turning; 

One desperate grief cures with another’s 
languish. 

Take thou some new infection to thy 
eye, 

And the rank poison of the old will die. 50 
Rom. Your plantain leaf is excellent for 
that. 

Ben. For what, I pray thee ? 

Rom. For your broken shin. 

Ben. Why, Romeo, art thou mad ? 

Rom. Not mad, but bound more than a 
madman is; 54 

Shut up in prison, kept without my food, 
Whipt and tormented, and—God-den, 
good fellow. 

Serv. God gi* go’den. 1 pray, sir, can you 
read ? 

Pom. Ay, mine own fortune in my misery. 
Serv. Perhaps you have learned it with¬ 
out book. But 1 pray, can you read any¬ 
thing you see ? 

Roni. Ay, if 1 know the letters and the 
langi age. 

Strv. Ye say honestly ; rest you merry ! 
Pom. Stay, fellow ; I can read. 03 

I He reads the list] ’ Signior Martino and 
his wife and daughters ; County Anselme 
and h s beauteous sisters : the lady widow 
of Vitruvio; Signior Placentio and his 
lovely nieces ; Mercutio and his brother 
Valentine; mine uncle Capulct, his wife, 
and daughters; my fair niece Rosaline 
t nd Ijvia ; Signior Valentio and his cousin 
Tyb: It ; Fudo and the lively Helena.’ 70 
A ftit assembly. IGives back the paper] 
Whither should they come ? 

Serv. Up. 

Rom. Whither ? 

Sirv. To supper. To our house. 

R( m. W^hosc house ? 75 

Serv. My master's. 

Rom. Indeed, I should have ask’d you 
that before. 

Serv. Now I'll tell you without asking: 
my master is the great rich Capulet; and 
if you be not of the house of Montagues, I 
pray come and crush a cup of wine. Rest 
you merry ! [Exii. 

Ben. At this same ancient feast of 
Capulet’s 

Sups the fair Rosaline whom thou so loves. 
With all the admired beauties of Verona. 
Go thither, and with unattainted eye «5 
Compare her face with some that I shall 
show. 

And I will make thee think thy swan a 
crow. 

Rom. When the devout religion of mine 
e>'e 

Maintains such falsehood, then turn tears 
to fires ; I 
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And these, who, often drown’d, could never 
die, 9 <i 

Transparent heretics, be burnt for liars ! 
One fairer than my love! The all-seeing 
sun 

Ne’er saw her match since first the world 
begun. 

Ben. Tut, you saw her fair, none else 
being by. 

Herself pois’d with herself in either eye ; 95 
But in that crystal scales let there be 
weigh’d 

Your lady’s love against some other maid 
That I wdll show you shining at this feast, 
And she shall scant show well that now 
seems best. 

Rom. I’ll go along, no such sight to be 
shown, 100 

But to rejoice in splendour of mine own. 

[Exeunt 

Scene III. CapuleVs house. 

Enter Lady Capulet and Nurse. 

Lady C. Nurse, where's my daughter ? 
Call her forth to me. 

Nurse. Now, by my maidenhead at 
twelve year old, 

I bade her come. What, lamb ! what, lady¬ 
bird ! 

God forbid! Where’s this girl ? What, 
Juliet! 

Enter Juliet, 

Jul. How now, w'ho calls ? 5 

Nurse. Your mother. 

Jul. Madam. 1 am here. What is your will? 

Lady C. This is the matter. Nurse, give 
leave awhile. 

We must talk in secret. Nurse, come back 
again; 

1 have rernemb'rcd me, thou’s hear our 
counsel. ».> 

Thou knowest my daughter's of a pretty 
age. 

Nurse. Faith, I can tell her age unto an 
hour. 

Lady C. She's not fourteen. 

Nurse. I’ll lay fourteen of my teeth— 
And yet, to my teen be it spoken, 1 have but 
four— 

She’s not fourteen. How long is it now «? 
To Lammas-tide ? 

Lady C. ^ A fortnight and odd days. 

Nurse. Even or odd, of all days in the 
year. 

Come Lammas Eve at night shall she be 
fourteen. 

Susan and she—God rest all Christian 
souls !— 1 > 

Were of an age. Well, Susan is with God ; 
She was too good for me. But, as I said, 

On Lammas Eve at night shall she be 
fourteen: 



Scene 3] 

That shall she, marry ; I remember it well. 
*Tis since the earthquake now eleven years; 
And she was wean'd—I never shall forget 
it— 25 

Of all the days of the year, upon that day: 
For 1 had then laid wormwood to my dug. 
Sitting in the sun under the dove-house 
wall; 

My lord and you were then at Mantua. 
Nay. I do bear a brain. But, as I said, 30 
When it did taste the wormwood on the 
nipple 

Of my dug, and felt it bitter, pretty fool. 

To see it tetchy, and fall out with the 
dug! 

Shake, quoth the dove-house. 'Twas no 
need, I trow. 

To bid me trudge. 35 

And since that time it is eleven years; 

For then she could stand high-lone ; nay, 
by th'rood, 

She could have run and waddled all about; 
For even the day before, she broke her 
broAv ; 

And then my husband—God be with his 

soul I 40 

'A was a merry man—took up the child. 

* Yea,* quoth he ‘ dost thou fall upon thy 
face ? 

Thou wilt fall backward when thou hast 
more wit, 

Wilt thou not, Jule 7 * And, by my 
holidam, 

The pretty wretch left crying, and said 

* Ay *. 45 

To see, now, how a jest shall come about I 
I warrant, an I should live a thousand 

years, 

I never should forget it: ‘ Wilt thou not, 
Jule ? * quoth he ; 

And. pretty fool, it stinted, and said * Ay *. 

Lady C. Enough of this; 1 pray thee 
hold thy peace. 5 

Nurse. Yes, madam. Yet I cannot choose 
but laugh 

To think it should leave crying and say 

* Ay *. 

And yet, I warrant, it had upon it brow 
A bump as big as a young cockerel's stone— 
A perilous knock ; and it cried bitterly. 35 
‘Yea,* quoth my husband ‘ fall'st upon thy 
face 7 

Thou wilt fall backward when thou comest 
to age; 

Wilt thou not, Jule 7 * It stinted, and said; 
‘Ay*. 

Jul. And stint thou too, I pray thee, 
nurse, say I. 

Nurse, Peace, I have done. God mark 
thee to his grace ! (»o 

Thou wast the prettiest babe that e'er 1 
nurs’d; 

An I might live to see thee married once, 

1 have my wish* 
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Lady C. Marry, that ‘ marry * is the very 
theme 64 

1 came to talk of. Tell me, daughter Juliet, 
How stands your disposidons to be married? 

Jul. It is an honour that I dream not of. 

Nurse. An honour! Were not I thine 
only nurse, 

1 would say thou hadst suck’d wisdom 
from thy teat. 

Lady C. Well, think of marriage now. 
Younger than you, 70 

Here in Verona, ladies of esteem, 

Are made already mothers. By my count, 
I was your mother much upon these years 
That you are now a maid. Thus, then, in 
brief: 

The valiant Paris seeks you for his love. 75 

Nurse, A man, young lady I lady, such a 
man 

As all the world—why, he’s a man of 
wax. 

Lady C. Verona’s summer hath noc such 
a flower. 

Nurse, Nay, he’s a flower ,* in faith, a 
very flower. 

Lady C. What say you 7 Can you love 
the gentleman 7 b > 

This night you shall behold him at our 
feast; 

Read o'er the volume of young Paris’ face. 
And find delight writ there with beauty’s 
pen; 

Examine every married lineament. 

And see how one another lends content; 85 
And what obscur’d in this fair volume lies 
Find written in the margent of his eyes. 
This precious book of love, this unbound 
lover. 

To beautify him, only lacks a cover. 

The fish lives in the sea, and *tis much 
pride 90 

For fair without the fair within to hide. 
That book in many’s eyes doth share the 
glory 

That in gold clasps locks in the golden 
story; 

So shall you share all that he doth possess. 
By having him making yourself no less. 95 

Nurse, No less! Nay, bigger; women 
grow by men. 

Lady C. Speak briefly, can you like of 
Paris’ love 7 

Jul, I’ll look to like, if looking liking 
move; 

But no more deep will I endart mine eye 
Than your consent gives strength to make 
it fly. 100 

Enter a Ser\^ant. 

Serv, Madam, the guests are come, supper 
serv’d up, you call’d, my young lady ask’d 
for, the nurse curs’d in the pantry, and 
everything in extremity. I must hence to 
wait; 1 beseech you, follow straight. 
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Lady C, We follow thee. [Exit Senmit ] 
Juliet, the County stays, los 

Nurse, Go, girl, seek happy nights to 
happy days. [Exeunt, 

Scene IV. A street . 

Enter Romeo, Mbrcutio, Benvolio, with 
five or six other Maskers; Torch-bearers. 

Rom, What, shall this speech be spoke 
for our excuse ? 

Or shall we on without apology ? 

Ben, The date is out of such prolixity. 
We’ll have no Cupid hoodwink’d with a 
scarf, 

Bearing a Tartar’s painted bow of lath, 5 
Scaring the ladies like a crow-keeper ; 

Nor no without-book prologue, faintly 
spoke 

After the prompter, for our entrance : 

But, let them measure us by what they will, 
We’ll measure them a measure, and be 
gone. K' 

Rom , Give me a torch ; 1 am not for this 
ambling; 

Being but heavy, I will bear the light. 

Mer. Nay, gentle Romeo, we must have 
you dance. 

Rom , Is'ot I, believe me. You have danc¬ 
ing shoes 

With nimble soles : I have a soul of lead 
So stakes me to the ground I cannot move. 

Mer. You are a lover; borrow Cupid’s 
wings 

And soar with them above a common 
bound. 

Rom , 1 am too sore enpierced with his 
shaft 

To soar with his light feathers ; and so 
bound >• 

I cannot bound a pitch above dull woe. 
Under love’s heavy burden do I sink, 

Mer. And to sink in it should you burden j 
love; 

Too great oppression for a tender thing. 

Rom . Is love a tender thing ? It is too 
rough, 

Too rude, too boist’rous, and it pricks like 
thorn. 

Mer, If love be rough with you, be rough 
with love; 

Prick love for pricking, and you beat love 
down. 

Give me a case to put my visage in. 

[Putting on a mask, 
A visor for a visor ! What care I .v> 

What curious eye doth quote deformities ? 
Here are the beetle brows shall blush for me. 

Ben. Come, knock and enter; and no 
sooner in 

But every man betake him to his legs. 

Rom, A torch for me. Let wantons, light 
of heart, 35 

Tickle the senseless rushes with their heels; 
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For I am proverb’d with a grandsire phrase; 
I'll be a candle-holder and look on ; 

The game was ne’er so fair, and I am done. 

Mer. Tut, dun’s the mouse, the con¬ 
stable’s own w'ord ; 40 

If thou art Dun, we’ll draw thee from the 
mire 

Of this sir-reverence love, wherein thou 
stickest 

Up to the ears. Come, we burn daylight, ho! 

Rom. Nay, that’s not so. 

Mer. I mean, sir, in delay 

We waste our lights in vain—like lights by 
day. 4 

Take our good meaning, for our judgment 
sits 

Five times in that ere once in our five wits. 

Rom, And we mean well in going to this 
mask ; 

But ’tis no wit to go. 

Mer. Why, may one ask ? 4Q 

Rom, I dreamt a dream to-night. 

Mer. And so did I. 

Rom. W’ell, what was yours ? 

Mer, That dreamers often lie. 

Rom. In bed asleep, while they do dream 
things true. 

Mer. O, then I see Queen Mab hath been 
with you. 

She is the fairies' midwife, and she comes 
In shape no bigger than an agate stone 55 
On the fore-finger of an alderman, 

Drawn with a team of little atomies 
Athwart men’s noses as they lie asleep ; 
Her waggon-spokes made of long spinners* 
legs ; 

The cover, of the wings of grasshoppers ; 60 
Mer traces, of the smallest spider’s web ; 
Her collars, of the moonshine’s wat’ry 
be,*ams; 

Her whip, of cricket’s bone; the lash, of 
film ; 

Her waggoner, a small grey<oated gnat, 
Not half so big as a round little worm <>5 
Prick’d from the lazy finger of a maid. 

Her chariot is an empty hazel-nut, 

Made by the joiner squirrel or old grub, 
Time out o’ mind the fairies’ coachmakers. 
And in this state she gallops night by 
night 

Through lovers* brains, and then they 
dream of love ; 7 t 

0 *er courtiers* knees, that dream on curtsies 
straight; 

O’er lawyers’ fingers, who straight dream 
on fees ; 

0 *er ladies’ lips, who straight on kisses 
dream, 

Which oft the angry Mab with blisters 
plagues, 75 

Because their breaths with sweetmeats 
tainted are. 

Sometime she gallops o’er a courtier's nose. 
And then dreams he of smelling out a suit; 
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And sometime comes she with a tithe-pig's 
tail. 

Tickling a parson's nose as 'a lies asleep, So 
Then dreams he of another benefice. 
Sometime she driveth o'er a soldier's neck. 
And then dreams he of cutting foreign 
throats, 

Of breaches, ambuscadocs, Spanish blades, 
Of healths five fathom deep ; and then 
anon s-s 

Drums in his ear, at which he starts and 
wakes, 

And, being thus frighted, swears a prayer 
or two. 

And sleeps again. This is that very Mab 
That plats the manes of horses in the night; 
And bakes the elf-locks in foul sluttish hairs, 
Which once untangled much misfortune 
bodes. 01 

This is the hag, when maids lie on their 
backs. 

That presses them and learns them first to 
bear, 

Making them women of good carriage. oi 
This is she— 

Rom. Peace, peace, Mercutio, peace ! 
Thou talk'st of nothing. 

Mer. True, I talk of dreams. 

Which are the children of an idle brain. 
Begot of nothing but vain fantUsSy; 

Which is as thin of substance as the air. 
And more inconstant than the wind, who 

WOOS i‘)o 

Even now the frozen bosom of the north. 
And, being anger'd, puffs away from thence, 
I'uruing his side to the dew-dropping south. 
Ben. I'his w ind you talk of blows us from 
ourselves : 

Supper is done, and we shall come too 
kite. 

Rom. I fear, too early ; for my mind 
misgives loo 

Some consequence, yet hanging in the stars. 
Shall bitterly begin his fearful date 
With this night's revels and expire the term 
Of a despised life clos’d in my breast, n > 
By some vile forfeit of untimely death. 
But He that hath the steerage of my course 
Direct my sail! On, lusty gentlemen, 

Ben. Strike, drum. 

[They march about the stage. Exeunt. 

Scene V. CaptUeVs house. 

Enter the Maskers. Servingmen come forth 
with napkins. 

1 Serv. Where's Potpan, that he helps 
not to take away ? He shift a trencher ! He 
scrape a trencher! 

2 Serp. When good manners shall lie all 

in one or two men’s hands, and they un¬ 
wash’d too, 'tis a foul thing. 4 

1 Serv. Away with the join-stools, remove 
the court-cubbert. look to the plate. Good 


thou, save me a piece of marchpane ; and 
as thou loves me let the porter let in Susan 
Grindstone and Nell. Antony, and Potpan ! 

2 Serv, Ay, boy, ready. 9 

1 Serv. You are look’d for and call’d for, 
ask’d for and sought for, in the great 
chamber. 

3 Serv. We cannot be here and there too. 

Cheerly, boys ! Be brisk a w^hile, and the 
longer liver take all! [Sert^anis retire. 

Enter Capulet, with all the Guests and 
Gentlewomen to the Maskers. 

Cap. Welcome, gentlemen ! Ladies that 
have their toes 

Unplagu’d with corns will have a bout with 
you. 15 

Ah ha, my mistresses ! w'hich of you all 
Will now deny to dance ? She that makes 
dainty, 

She I’ll swear hath corns ; am I come near 
ye now ? 

Welcome, gentlemen ! I have seen the day 
That 1 have worn a visor and could tell 
A whispering talc in a fair lady’s car. 

Such as would please. 'Tis gone, 'tis gone, 
'tis gone! 

You are welcome, gentlemen. Come, 
musicians, play. 

A hall, a hall! give room ; and foot it, girls. 

[Music plays, and they dance. 
More light, you knaves j and turn the 
tables up, 25 

And quench the fire, the room is grown too 
hot. 

Ah, sirrah, this unlook’d-for sport comes 
well. 

Nay, sit, nay, sit, good cousin Capulet, 

For you and I are past our dancing days. 
How long is’t now since last yourself and I 
Were in a mask ? 

2 Cap. By’r Lady, thirty years. 3^ 

Cap. What, man ? ’tis not so much, 'tis 

not so much. 

'Tis since the nuptial of Liicentio, 
Come Pentecost as quickly as it will, 

Some five and twenty years ; and then we 
mask’d. 35 

2 Cap. 'Tis more, 'tis more: his son is 
elder, sir; 

His son is thirty. 

Cap. Will you tell me that ? 

His son was but a ward two years ago. 
Rom. [To a servatit} What lady's that 
which doth enrich the hand 
Of yonder knight ? 40 

Serv. 1 know not, sir. 

Row. O, she doth teach the torches to 
burn bright I 

It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night 
As a rich jewel in an Ethiop’s ear— 

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear! 
So shows a snowy dove trooping with 
crows 46 
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As yonder lady o*er her fellows shows. 

The measure done, I’ll watch her place of 
stand, 

And, touching hers, make blessed my rude 
hand. 

Did my heart love till now ? Forswear it, 
sight; sc 

For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night 

Tyb. This, by his voice, should be a 
Montague* 

Fetch me my rapier, boy. What, dares 
the slave 

Come hither, cover’d with an antic face. 
To fleer and scorn at our solemnity ? 

Now , by the stock and honour of my kin. 
To strike him dead 1 hold it not a sin. 

Cap. Why, how now, kinsman ! Where¬ 
fore storm you so ? 

Tyb. Uncle, this is a Montague, our foe : 
A villain, that is hither come in spite 
To scorn at our solemnity this night. 

Cap. Young Romeo, is it ? 

Tyb. ’Tis he, that villain Romeo. 

Cap. Content thee, gentle coz, let him 
alone. 

’A bears him like a portly gentleman ; 

And, to say truth, Verona brags of him 65 
To be a virtuous and well-govern’d youth. 
I would not for the w'ealth of all this town 
Here in my house do him disparagement. 
Therefore be patient, take no note of him ; 
It is my w ill; the which if thou respect. 
Show a fair presence and put oiT these 
frowns. 

An ill-bcsceming semblance for a feast. 

Tyb. It fits, when such a villain is a guest, 
ril not endure him. 

Cap. He shall be endur’d. 71 

What, goodman boy ! I say he shall. Go to; 
Am I the master here or you ? Go to. 
You’ll not endure him ! God shall mend my 
soul! 

You'll make a mutiny among my guests ! 
You will set cock-a-hoop I You’ll be the 
man I 

Tyb. Why, uncle, ’tis a shame. 

Cap. Go to, go to ; 8u 

You are a saucy boy. Is’t so, indeed ? 

This trick may chance to scathe you. I 
know what: 

You must contrary me. Marry, ’tis time.— 
Well said, my hearts !—You are a princox ; 

go* 

Be quiet, or—More light, more light!—For 
shame! 85 

I'll make you quiet. What!—Cheerly, my 
hearts I 

Tyb. Patience perforce with wilful choler 
meeting 

Makes my flesh tremble in their different 
greeting. 8» 

I will withdraw; but this intrusion shall. 
Now seeming sweet, convert to bitt’rest 
gall. lExit, 


[Act 1 

Rom. [To Juliet] If I profane with my un- 
worthiest hand 9* 

This holy shrine, the gentle fine is this: 
My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand 
To smooth that rough touch with a tender 
kiss. 

Jul. Good pilgrim, you do wrong your 
hand too much, 95 

Which mannerly devotion shows in this; 
For saints have hands that pilgrims’ hands 
do touch. 

And palm to palm is holy palmers’ kiss. 

Rom. Have not saints lips, and holy 
palmers too ? 

Jul. Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use 
in pray’r. 100 

Rom. O, then, dear saint, let lips do what 
hands do! 

They pray ; grant thou, lest faith turn to 
despair. 

Jul. Saints do not move, though grant 
for prayers' sake. 

Rom. Then move not while my prayer’s 
effect I take. 10* 

Thus from my lips by thine my sin is 
purg’d. [Kissing her. 

Jul. Then have my lips the sin that they 
have took. 

Rom. Sin from my lips ? O trespass 
sweetly urg’d 1 

Give me my sin again. [Kissing her. 

Jul. You kiss by th' book. 

Nurse. Madam, your mother craves a 
word with you. 109 

Rom. What is her mother ? 

Nurse. Marry, bachelor. 

Her mother is the lady of the house. 

And a good lady, and a wise and virtuous. 
I nurs’d her daughter that you talk’d 
withal. 

I tell you, he that can lay hold of her 114 
Shall have the chinks. 

Rom. Is she a Capulct ? 

O dear account! my life is my foe's debt. 

Ben. Away, be gone ; the sport is at the 
best. 

Rom. Ay, so I fear; the more is my 
unrest. 

Cap. Nay, gentlemen, prepare not to be 
gone; 119 

We have a trifling foolish banquet towards. 
Is it e’en so ? Why, then I thank you all; 
I thank you, honest gentlemen; good 
night. 

More torches here I [Exeunt Maskers] Come 
on then, let's to bed. 

Ah, sirrah, by my fay, it waxes late; 
ru to my rest. 125 

[Exeunt all but Juliet and Nurse. 

Jul. Come hither, nurse. What is yond 
gentleman ? 

Nurse. The son and heir of old Tiberio. 

Jul. What’s he tliat now is going out of 
door 7 
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Nurse. Marry, that 1 think be young 
Petruchio. 

JuL What's he that follows there, that 
would not dance ? 130 

Nurse, 1 know not. 

JuL Go ask his name.—If he be married. 
My grave is like to be my wedding bed. 
Nurse, His name is Romeo, and a 
Montague; 

The only son of your great enemy. 135 
JuL My only love sprung from my only 
hate 1 

Too early seen unknown, and known too 
late! 

Prodigious birth of love it is to me, 

That 1 must love a loathed enemy. 

Nurse, What's this ? What’s this ? 

JuL A rhyme 1 learnt even now 

Of one 1 danc'd withal. 

[Ofie calls within ‘ Juliet'. 
Nurse, Anon, anon ! i ii 

Come, let's aw'ay; the strangers all arc 
gone. [Exeunt, 

ACT TWO 
PROLOGUE 
Enter Chorus. 

Now old desire doth in his death-bed lie. 
And young affection gapes to be his heir; 
Tnat fair for which love groan’d for and 
would die. 

With tender Juliet match’d, is now not fair. 
Now Romeo is belov'd, and loves again, 5 
Alike bewitched by the charm of looks ; 
But to his foe suppos’d he must complain, 
And she steal love's sweet bait from fearful 
hooks. 

Being held a foe, he may not have access 
To breathe such vows as lovers use to 
swear; 10 

And she as much in love, her means much 
less 

To meet her new beloved any where. 

But passion lends them power, time means, 
to meet, 

Temp'ring extremities with extreme sweet. 

LJExiL 

Scene I. A lane by the wall of CapuleCs 
orchard. 

Enter Romeo. 

Rom. Can I go forward when my heart is 
here ? 

Turn back, dull earth, and find thy centre 
out. 

[He climbs the wall and leaps down 
within it, '■ 

Enter Benvolio with Mercutio. | 

Ben. Romeo! my cousin, Romeo! | 
Romeo ! I 

Mer, He is wise, I 
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And, on my life, hath stol'n him home to 
bed. 

Ben. He ran this way, and leapt this 
orchard wall. 5 

Call, good Mercutio. 

Mer. Nay, I'll conjure too. 

Romeo ! humours 1 madman ! passion I 
lover! 

Appear thou in the likeness of a sigh ; 
Speak but one rhyme and I am satisfied ; 
Cry but 'Ay me! * pronounce but ' love ' 
and * dove '; 10 

Speak to my gossip Venus one fair word, 
One nickname for her purblind son and 
heir, 

Young Adam Cupid, he that shot so trim 
When King Cophetua lov'd the beggar- 
maid 1 

He hcareth not, he stirreth not, he moveth 
not; 15 

The ape is dead, and 1 must conjure him. 

I conjure thee by Rosaline’s bright eyes, 
By her high forehead and her scarlet lip, 
By her fine foot, straight leg, and quivering 
thigh, J9 

And the demesnes that there adjacent lie, 
rhat in thy likeness thou appear to us. 

Ben, An if he hear thee, thou wilt anger 
him, 

Mer. This cannot anger him : 'twould 
anger him 

To raise a spirit in his mistress’ circle 
Of some strange nature, letting it there 
stand 25 

Till she had laid it and conjur’d it down; 
That were some spite. My invocation 
Is fair and honest: in his mistress’ name, 
I conjure only but to raise up him. 

Ben, Come, he hath liid himself among 
these trees 30 

To be consorted with the humorous night: 
Blind is his love, and best befits the 
dark. 

Mer, If love be blind, love cannot hit the 
mark. 

Now will he sit under a medlar tree. 

And wish his mistress were that kind of 
fruit 35 

As maids call medlars when they laugh 
alone. 

O Romeo, that she were, O that she were 
An open et cetera, thou a pop’rin pear! 
Romeo, good night. I’ll to my truckle bed ; 
This field-bed is too cold for me to sleep. 40 
Come, shall we go ? 

Ben. Go, then ; for 'tis in vain 

To seek him here that means not to be 
found. lExeiuff. 

Scene II. CapuleVs orchard. 

Enter Romeo. 

Rom. He jests at scars that never felt a 
wound. 
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Enter Juliet above at a window. 

But, soft! What light through yonder 
window breaks ? 

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun. 

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon, 
Who is already sick and pale with grief 
That thou her maid art far more fair than 
she. 

Be not her maid, since she is envious; 

Her vestal livery is but sick and green. 
And none but fools do wear it; cast it off. 
It is my lady ; O, it is my love ! 

O that she knew she were ! 

She speaks, yet she says nothing. What of 
that ? 

Her eye discourses ; 1 will answer it. 

I am too bold, *tis not to me she speaks ; 
Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven. 
Having some business, do entreat her eyes 
To twinkle in their spheres till they return. 
What if her eyes were there, they in her 
head ? 

The brightness of her cheek would shame 
those stars, 

As daylight doth a lamp; her eyes in 
heaven 20 

Would through the airy region stream so 
bright 

That birds would sing, and think it were 
not night. 

See how she leans her cheek upon her hand ! 
O that I were a glove upon that hand, 24 
That I might touch that cheek I 
Jul, Ay me! 

Rom, She speaks. 

O, speak again, bright angel, for thou art 
As glorious to this night, being o'er my 
head, 

As is a winged messenger of heaven 
Unto the white-upturned wond'ring eyes 
Of mortals that fall back to gaze on him, 
When he bestrides the lazy-pacing clouds 
And sails upon the bosom of the air. 

Jul. O Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art 
thou Romeo ? 

Deny thy father and refuse thy name ; ^4 
Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love, 
And I'll no longer be a Capulet, 

Rom. [Aside] Shall I hear more, or shall 
1 speak at this ? 

Jul. 'Tis but thy name that is my enemy; 
Thou art thyself, though not a Montague. 
What's Montague ? It is nor hand, nor 
foot, 40 

Nor arm, nor face, nor any other part 
Belonging to a man. O, be some other 
name 1 

What's in a name ? That which we call a 
rose 

By any other name would smell as sweet; 
So Romeo would, were he not Romeo 
call'd, 45 

Retain that dear perfection which he owes 
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Without that title. Romeo, doff thy name ; 
And for thy name, which is no part of thee. 
Take all myself. 

Rom. I take thee at thy word : 

Call me but love, and I’ll be new baptiz’d; 
Henceforth 1 never will be Romeo. 5 t 

Jul. What man art thou, that, thus be- 
screen'd in night. 

So stumblest on my counsel ? 

Rom. By a name 

I know not how to tell thee w'ho I am : 

My name, dear saint, is hateful to myself. 
Because it is an enemy to thee ; 5ti 

Had 1 it written, I would tear the word. 

Jul. My ears have yet not drunk a 
hundred words 

Of thy tongue's uttering, yet I know the 
sound: 

Art thou not Romeo, and a Montague ? 

Rom. Neither, fair maid, if either thee 
dislike. 

Jul. How cam'st thou hither, tell me, and 
wherefore ? 

The orchard wails are high and hard to 
climb ; 

And the place death, considering who thou 
art. 

If any of my kinsmen find thee here. < 

Rom. With love’s light wings did 1 o'er- 
perch these w^alls, 

For stony limits cannot hold love out; 
And what love can do, that dares love 
attempt. 

Therefore thy kinsmen are no stop to me. 

Jul. If they do see thee, they will murder 
thee. 70 

Rom. Alack, there lies more peril in thine 
eye 

Than twenty of their swords ; look thou 
but sweet, 

And I am proof against their enmity. 

Jul. I 5 VOuld not for the world they saw 
thee here. 

Rom. 1 have night’s cloak to hide me 
from their eyes ; 75 

And but thou love me, let them find me 
here. 

My life were better ended by their hate 
Than death prorogued wanting of thy love. 

Jul. By whose direction foimd’st thou 
out this place ? 

Rom. By love, that first did prompt me 
to enquire ; su 

He lent me counsel, and I lent him eyes. 

1 am no pilot; yet, wert thou as far 
As that vast shore wash'd with the farthest 
sea, 

I should adventure for such merchandise. 

.Jul. Thou knowest the mask of night is 
on my face, »5 

Else would a maiden blush bepaint my 
cheek 

For that which thou hast heard me speak 
to-night. 
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Fain would 1 dwell on form, fain, fain deny 
What 1 have spoke; but farewell compli¬ 
ment ! 

Dost thou love me ? I know thou wilt say 
ay, or. 

And I will take thy word; yet, if thou 
swear'st, 

Thou may St prove false ; at lovers* per¬ 
juries 

They say Jove laughs. O gentle Romeo, 

If thou dost love, pronounce it faithfully. 
Or, if thou think’st 1 am too quickly won, 
1*11 frow’n, and be perverse, and say thee 
nay, 

So thou wilt woo; but else, not for the 
world. 

In truth, fair Montague, Tam too fond ; 
And therefore thou mayst think my 
haviour light ; 

But trust me, gentleman. I'll prove more 
true i.K) 

Than those that have more cunning to be 
strange. 

I should have been more strange, 1 must 
confess. 

But that thou overheard'st, ere I was 
ware, 

My true love's passion. Therefore pardon 
me, I'M 

And not impute this yielding to light love. 
Which the dark night hath so discovered. 
jRom. Lady, by yonder blessed moon I 
vow. 

That tips with silver all these fruit-tree 
tops— 

JuL O, swear not by the moon, th’ incon¬ 
stant moon, 109 

That monthly changes in her circled orb, 
Lest that thy love prove likewise variable. 
Rom. What shall I swear by ? 

JuL Do not swear at all; 

Or, if thou wilt, swear by thy gracious self. 
Which is the god of my idolatry. 

And ril believe thee. 

Rom, If my heart’s dear love— 115 

JuL Well, do not swear. Although 1 joy 
in thee, 

1 have no joy of this contract to-night: 

It is too rash, too unadvis'd, too sudden ; 
Too like the lightning, which doth cease to 
be 

Ere one can say ' It lightens'. Sweet, good 
night! 

This bud of love, by summer's ripening 
breath, 

May prove a beauteous flow'r when next 
we meet. 

Good night, good night I As sweet repose; 
and rest 

Come to thy heart as that within my bre<ist! 
Rom. O, wilt thou leave me so un¬ 
satisfied ? 125 

Jtd, What satisfaction canst thou have 
to-night ? 
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Rom. Th' exchange of thy love's faithful 
vow for mine. 

JuL I gave thee mine before thou didst 
request it; 

And yet 1 would it were to give again. 

Row. Woiildst thou withdraw it ? For 
what purpose, love ? xjv. 

JuL But to be frank, and give It thee 
again. 

And yet I wish but for the thing I have. 
My bounty is as boundless as the sea, 

My love as deep: the more I give to thee, 
The more 1 have, for both are infinite. 13=. 

[Nurse calls within. 
I hear some noise within. Dear love, 
adieu !— 

Anon, good nurse!—Sweet Montague, be 
true. 

Stay but a little, I will come again. [Exif. 

Rom. O blessed, blessed night! 1 am 
afeard, 

Being in night, all this is but a dream, X4‘. 
Too flattering-sweet to be substantial. 

Re-enter Julikt above. 

JuL Three words, dear Romeo, and good 
night indeed. 

If that thy bent of love be honourable, 
I'hy purpose marriage, send me word to- 
monow', 

By one that I'll procure to come to thee, 
Where and what time thou wilt perform 
the rite; 

And all my fortunes at thy foot I'll lay, 
And follow thee, my lord, throughout the 
world. 

Nurse. [Within] Madam ! 

JuL I come anon.—But if thou meanest 
not well, 150 

I do beseech thee— 

Nurse. [Wifhin] Madam I 

Jid. By and by, I come— 

To cease thy suit, and leave me to my grief. 
To-morrow will I send. 

Row. So thrive my soul— 

JuL A thousand times good night! [Exit. 

Rom. A thousand times the worse, to 
want thy light. iss 

Love goes toward love as school-boys from 
their books; 

But love from love, toward school with 
hea\7^ looks. 

Re-enter Juliet above. 

JuL Hist I Romeo, hist!—O for a 
falc’ner's voice, 

To lure this tassel-gentle back again! 
Bondage is hoarse, and may not speak 
aloud; xf > 

Else would I tear the cave where Echo lies. 
And make her airy tongue more hoarse 
than mine 

With repetition of my Romeo's name. 
Romeo I 
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Rom. It is my soul that calls upon my 
name. 165 

How sOver-sweet sound lovers' tongues by 
night. 

Like softest music to attending ears I 

Jul Romeo I 

Rom. My dear ? 

JuL At what o’clock to-morrow 

Shall I send to thee ? 

Rom. By the hour of nine. 

Jul. I will not fail. T.s twenty years till 
then. 170 

I have forgot why I did call thee back. 

Rom. Let me stand here till thou remem¬ 
ber it. 

Jul. I shall forget, to have thee still stand 
there, 

Rememb'ring how I love thy company. 

Rom. And I'll still stay, to have thee still 
forget, 175 

Forgetting any other home but this. 

Jul. ’Tis almost morning. I would have 
thee gone; 

And yet no farther than a wanton’s bird 
lhat lets it hop a little from her hand. 
Like a poor prisoner in his twisted gyves, 
And with a silk thread plucks it back again. 
So loving-jealous of his liberty. 

Rom. I would I were thy bird. 

Jul. Sweet, so would I. 

Yet I should kill thee with much cherishing. 
Good night, good night 1 Parting is such 

sweet sorrow 1S3 

That 1 shall say good night till it be 

morrow. [Exil. 

Rom. Sleep dwell upon thine eyes, peace 
in thy breast! 

Would 1 were sleep and peace, so sweet to 
rest! iss 

Hence will I to my ghostly father’s cell. 
His help to crave and my dear hap to tell. 

[ExU. 

Scene III. Friar Lawrence*s cell. 

Enter Friar Lawrence with a basket. 

Fri. L. The gray-ey'd morn smiles on the 
frowning night, 

Check’ring the eastern clouds with streaks 
of light; 

And fleckel’d darkness like a drunkard reels 
From forth day’s path and Titan's fiery 
wheels. 4 

Now, ere the sun advance his burning eye 
The day to cheer and night’s dank dew to 
dry, 

I must up-fill this osier cage of ours 
With baleful weeds and precious-juiced 
flowers. 

The earth that’s nature’s mother is her 
tomb; 

What is her burying grave, that is her 
womb. 10 

And from her womb children of divers kind 
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We sucking on her natural bosom find; 
Many for many virtues excellent, 

None but for some, and yet all diiTerent. 

O, mickle is the powerful grace that lies js 
I n plants, herbs, stones, and their true 
qualities; 

For nought so vile that on the earth doth 
live 

But to the earth some special good doth 
give; 

Nor aught so good but, strain’d from that 
fair use, 

Revolts from true birth, stumbling on 
abuse: 20 

Virtue itself turns vice, being misapplied. 
And vice sometime’s by action dignitied. 
Within the infant rind of this weak flower 
Poison hath residence, and medicine power; 
For this, being smelt, with that part cheers 
each part; 25 

Being tasted, slays all senses with the heart. 
Two such opposed kings encamp them still 
In man as well as herbs—grace and rude 
will; 

And where the worser is predominant, 

Full soon the canker death eats up that 
plant. 3« 

Enter Romeo. 

Rom. Good morrow, father! 

Fri, L. Benedicite ! 

What early tongue so sweet saluteth me ? 
Young son, it argues a distempered head 
So soon to bid good morrow to thy bed. 
Care keeps his watch in every old man's 
eye, s-s 

And where care lodges sleep will never lit;; 
But where unbruised youth with unstuff'd 
brain 

Doth couch his limbs, there golden sleep 
doth reign. 

Therefore thy earliness doth me assure 
Thou art uprous’d with some distemp’r- 
atiire; 

Or if not so, then here 1 hit it right— 

Our Romeo hath not been in bed to-night. 

Rom. That last is true ; the sweeter rest 
was mine. 

Fri. L. God pardon sin! Wast thou with 
Rosaline ? 

Rom. With Rosaline, my ghostly father ? 

No; 45 

I have forgot that name, and that name's 
woe. 

Fri. L. Ihat’s my good son ; but where 
hast thou been then ? 

Rom. ril tell thee ere thou ask it me 
again. 

I have been feasting with mine enemy; 
Where, on a sudden, one hath wounded me s® 
That’s by me wounded ; both our remedies 
Within thy help and holy physic lies. 

I bear no hatred, blessed man, for, lo, 

My intercession likewise steads my foe. 



Scene 3] 

Fru L. Be plain, good son, and homely 
in thy drift; 55 

Riddling confession finds but riddling 
shrift. 

Rom. Then plainly know my heart’s dear 
love is set 

On the fair daughter of rich Capulet. 

As mine on hers, so hers is set on mine ; 
And all combin'd, save what thou must 
combine f>») 

By holy marriage. When, and where, and 
how, 

W'e met, we woo’d, and made exchange of 
vow, 

ril tell thee as we pass ; but this I pray, 

7 hat thou consent to marry us to-day. 

FrL JL. Holy Saint Francis! What a 
change is here I 05 

Is Rosaline, that thou didst love so dear, 
So soon forsaken ? Young men’s love, then, 
lies 

Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes. 
Jesu Maria, what a deal of brine 
Hath wash’d thy sallow cheeks for Rosa¬ 
line ! 70 

How much salt water thrown away in 
waste, 

To season love, that of it doth not taste I 
The sun not yet thy sighs from heaven 
clears, 

'Ihy old groans yet ring in mine ancient 
ears; 74 

Lo, here upon thy check the stain doth sit 
Of an old tear that is not wash’d off yet. 

If e’er thou wast thyself, and these woes 
thine. 

Thou and these woes were all for Rosaline. 
And art thou chang’d ? Pronounce this 
sentence, then : 

Women may fall, when there’s no strength 
in men. 80 

Rom. Thou chid’st me oft for loving 
Rosaline. 

Fri. JL. For doting, not for loving, pupil 
mine. 

Rom. And bad’st me bury love. 

Fri. L. Not in a grave 

To lay one in, another out to have. 

Rom. 1 pray thee chide me not; her 1 
love now 85 

Doth grace for grace and love for love 
allow; 

The other did not so. 

Fri. L. O, she knew well 

Thy love did read by rote that could not 
spell. 

But come, young waverer, come, go with 
me. 

In one respect I’ll thy assistant be; 90 

For this alliance may so happy prove 
To turn your households’ rancour to pure 
love. 

Rom. O, let us hence; I stand on sudden 
haste. 
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Fri. L. Wisely and slow; they stumble 
that run fast. [Exeunt, 

Scene IV. A street 
Enter Benvolio and Mercutio. 

Mcr. Where the devil should this Romeo 
be ? 

Came he not home to-night 7 

Ben. Not to his father’s; I spoke with 
his man. 

Mer. Why, that same pale hard-hearted 
wench, that Rosaline, 4 

Torments him so that he will sure run mad. 

Ben. Tybalt, the kinsman to old Capulet, 
Hath sent a letter to his father’s house. 

Mer. A challenge, on my life. 

Ben. Romeo will answer it. 

Mer. Any man that can write may 
answer a letter. 10 

Ben. Nay, he will answ’er the letter’s 
master, how he dares, being dared. 

Mer. Alas, poor Romeo, he is already 
dead : stabb’d with a white wench’s black 
eye; run through the eat with a love- 
song ; the very pin of his heart cleft with 
the blind bow-boy’s butt-shaft. And is he a 
man to encounter Tybalt 7 17 

Ben. Why, what is Tybalt 7 

Mer. More than Prince of Cats. O, 
he’s the courageous captain of com¬ 
pliments. He fights as you sing prick- 
song : keeps time, distance, and propor¬ 
tion ; he rests his minim rests, one, two, 
and the third in your bosom ; the very 
butcher of a silk button, a duellist, a 
duellist; a gentleman of the very first 
house, of the first and second cause. Ah, 
the immortal passado! the punto reverse ! 
the hay I— 26 

Ben, The what 7 

Mcr. The pox of such antic, lisping, 
affecting fantasticoes; these new tuners 
of accent!—’ By Jesu, a very good blade I 
a very tall man ! a very good whore! ’ 
Why, is not this a lamentable thing, grand- 
sire, that we should be thus afflicted with 
these strange flics, these fashion-mongers, 
these pardon me’s, who stand so much on 
the new form that they cannot sit at ease 
on the old bench ? O, their bones, their 
bones I 35 

Enter Romeo. 

Ben. Here comes Romeo, here comes 
Romeo. 

Mer. Without his roe, like a dried herring. 
O flesh, flesh, how art thou fishified I Now is 
he for the numbers that Petrarch flow’d in; 
Laura, to his lady, was a kitchen-wrench— 
marry, she had a better love to berhyme 
her; Dido, a dowdy; Cleopatra, a gipsy ; 
Helen and Hero, hildings and harlots; 
Thisbe, a gray eye or so, but not to 
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the purpose—Signior Romeo, bon jour! 
There's a French salutation to your French 
slop. You gave us the counterfeit fairly last 
night. 13 

Kom. Good morrow to you both. What 
counterfeit did I give you ? 

Mer. The slip, sir, the slip ; can you not 
conceive ? 

Rom. Pardon, good Mcrcutio; my busi¬ 
ness was great, and in such a case as mine 
a man may strain courtesy. 30 

Mer. That's as much as to say, sucli a 
case as yours constrains a man to bow in 
the hams. 

Row. Meaning, to curtsy. 

Mer. Thou hast most kindly hit it. 

Rom. A most courteous exposition. 53 
Mer. Nay, 1 am the very pink of courtesy. 
Rom. Pink for flower. 

Mer. Right. 

Row. Why, then is my pump well 
flower’d* 3') 

Mer. Sure wit! Follow me this jest now 
till thou hast worn out thy pump, that, 
when the single sole of it is worn, the jest 
may remain, after the wearing, solely 
singular. 

Row. O single-sol’d jest, solely singular 
for the singleness ! (>> 

Mer. Come between us, good Benvolio ; 
my wits faints. 

Row. Swits and spurs, swits and spurs ; 
or I'll cry a match. 6 .s 

Mer. Nay, if our wits run the wild-goose, 
chase, I am done; for thou hast more of j 
the wild goose in one of thy wits than, 1 
am sure, I have in my whole five. Was I 
with you there for the goose ? 7~ 

Row. Thou wast never with me for any¬ 
thing when thou wast not there for the 
goose. 

Mer. 1 will bite thee by the ear for tliat 
jest. 73 

Row. Nay, good goose, bite not. 

Mer. Thy wit is a very bitter sweeting: 
it is a most sharp sauce. 

Row. And is it not then well serv'd in to 
a sweet goose ? 

Mer. O, here's a wit of cheveril, that 
stretches from an inch narrow to an ell 
broad! si 

Row. I stretch it out for that word 
‘ broad ’, which, added to the goose, proves 
thee far and wide a broad goose. ‘m 

Mer. Why, is not this better now than 
groaning for love ? Now art thou sociable, 
now art thou Romeo ; now art thou what 
thou art by art as well as by nature ; for 
this drivelling love is like a great natural 
that runs lolling up and down to hide his 
bauble in a hole. 

Ben. Stop there, stop there. 90 

Mer. Thou desirest me to stop in my tale 
against the hair. 
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Ben. Thou wouldst else have made thy 
tale large. 

Mer. O, thou art deceiv'd : I would have 
made it short; for I was come to the whole 
depth of my tale, and meant, indeed, to 
occupy the argument no longer. 96 

Row. Here’s goodly gear I 

Bnier Nurse and her man, Peter, 

Mer. A sail, a sail 1 

Ben. Two, two; a shirt and a smock. 
Nurse. Peter! 100 

Peter. Anon. 

Nurse. My fan, Peter. 

Mer. Good Peter, to hide her face; for 
her fan's the fairer face. jot 

Nurse. God yc good morrow, gentlemen. 

Mer. God ye good den, fair gentle¬ 
woman. 

Nurse. Is it good den ? 

Mer. 'Tis no less, I tell ye; for the 
bawdy hand of the dial is now upon the 
prick of noon. 

Nurse. Out upon you! What a man arc 
you ? no 

Row. One, gentlewoman, that God hath 
made himself to mar. 

Nurse. By my troth, it is well said. ‘ For 
himself to mar ’ quoth 'a ! Gentlemen, can 
any of you tell me where I may find the 
young Romeo ? 115 

Row. I can tell you : but young Romci' 
will be older when you have found him than 
he was when you sought him. I am the 
youngest of that name, for fault of a worse. 
Nurse. You say w^ell. * 

Mer. Yea, is the worst well ? Very well 
took, i’ faith ; wisely, wisely. 

Nurse. If you be he, sir, I desire some 
confidence with you. i-n 

Ben. She will indite him to some supper. 
Mer. A bawd, a bawd, a bawd I So ho ! 
Row. What hast thou found ? 

Mer. No hare, sir; unless a hare, sir, in a 
lenten pie, that is something stale and hoar 
ere it be spent. 

[He walks by them and sings. 

An old hare hoar, 130 

And an old hare hoar, 

Is very good meat in Lent; 

But a hare that is hoar 
Is too much for a score, 

When it hoars ere it be spent, 133 

Romeo, will you come to your father’s ? 
We'll to dinner thither. 

Row. I will follow you. 

Mer. Farewell, ancient lady ; farewell, 
[Sings] lady, lady, lady. uo 

{Exeunt Mercutio and Benvolio. 
Nurse. I pray you, sir, what saucy 
merchant was this that was $0 full of his 
ropery ? 14 

Rom, A gentleman, nurse, that loves to 



Scene 4] 

hear himself talk, and will speak more in 
a minute than he will stand to in a month. 

Nurse. An *a speak anything against me, 
I'll take him down, an 'a were lustier than 
he is, and twenty such Jacks; and if 1 
cannot. I’ll find those that shall. Scurvy 
knave ! 1 am none of his flirt-gills ; I am 
none of his skains-mates. And thou must 
stand by too, and suffer every knave to use 
me at his pleasure ? i5t 

Pet. I saw no man use you at his pleasure; 
if I had, niy weapon should quickly have 
been out, I warrant you. I dare draw as 
soon as another man, if I see occasion in a 
good quarrel, and the law on my side, iss 

Nurse. Now, afore God, I am so vex’d 
that every part about me cpiivers. Scurvy 
knave !—Pray you, sir, a word ; and as 1 
told you, my young lady bid me enquire 
you out; what she bid me say I will keep 
to myself. But first let me tell ye, if ye 
should lead her in a fool’s paradise, as they 
say, it were a very gross kind of behaviour, 
as they say ; for the gentlewoman is young; 
and, therefore, if you should deal double 
with her, truly it were an ill thing to be 
oll’red to any gentlewoman, and \ ery weak 
dealing. 

Rom. Nurse, commend me to thy lady 
and mistress. I protest unto thee— 

Nurse, Good heart, and, i' faith, I will 
tell her as much. Lord, Lord ! she will be a 
joyful woman. 

Rom. What wilt thou tell her, nurse ? 
Thou dost not mark me. iri 

Nurse. 1 will tell her, sir, that you do 
protest; which, as 1 take it, is a gentleman¬ 
like ofler. 

Rom. Bid her devise 

Some means to come to shrift this after¬ 
noon ; 17*^ 

And there she shall at Friar Lawrence’ cell 
Be shriv'd and married. Here is for thy 
pains. 

Nurse. No, truly, sir ; not a penny. 

Rom. Go to ; 1 say you shall. 

Nurse. I'his afternoon, sir ? Well, she 
shall be there. 

Rom. And stay, good nurse—behind the 
abbey wall 

Within this hour my man shall be with 
thee, 

And bring thee cords made like a tackled 
stair; 

Which to the high top-gallant of my joy 
Must be my convoy in the secret night, ifi? 
Farewell; be trusty, and I'll quit thy pains. 
Farewell; commend me to thy mistress. 

Nurse. Now God in heaven bless thee !— 
Hark you. sir. 

Rom, What say'st thou, my dear nurse ? 

Nurse, Is your man secret ? Did you 
ne'er hear say 190 

Two may keep counsel, putting one away ? 
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Rom, T warrant thee my man's as true as 
steel. 

Nurse. Well, sir. My mistress is the 
sweetest lady—Lord, Lord I when 'twas a 
little prating thing ! O, there is a nobleman 
in town, one Paris, that would fain lay 
knife aboard; but she, good soul, had as 
lief see a toad, a very toad, as see him. I 
anger her sometimes, and tell her that Paris 
is the properer man ; but. I’ll warrant you, 
when I say so she looks as pale as any clout 
in the versal world. Doth not rosemary and 
Komco begin both with a letter ? aoi 

Rom. Ay, nurse; what of that ? Both 
with an R. 

Nurse. Ah, mocker! that’s the dog's 
name. R is for the—no, I know it begins 
with some other letter. And she hath the 
prettiest sententious of it, of you and rose¬ 
mary, that it w ould do you good to hear it. 
Rom. Commend me to thy lady. 207 
Nurse. Ay, a thousand times.—Peter! 
Pei. Anon. 

Nurse. lHand(>ig him her fan] Before and 
apace. [ExewU. 

Scene V. CapuleVs orchard. 

Enter JuuEi. 

Jul. The clock struck nine when I did 
send the nurse; 

In half an hour she promis'd to return. 
Perchance she cannot meet him—that’s not 
so. 

O, she is lame! Love’s heralds should be 
thoughts, 

Which ten times faster glide than the sun's 
beams 5 

Driving back shadow^s over louring hills ; 
Therefore do nimblc-pinion'd doves draw 
Love, 

And therefore hath the wand-swift Cupid 
wings. 

Now is the sun upon the highmost hill 
Of this day’s journey ; and from nine till 
twelve 10 

Is three long hours, yet she is not come. 
Had she aifections and warm youthful 
blood, 

She would be as swift in motion as a ball; 
My words would bandy her to my sweet 
love. 

And his to me. 15 

But old folks—many feign as they were 

dead; 

Unwieldy, slow, heavy, and pale as lead. 
Enter Nurse and Peter, 

O God, she comes ! O honey nurse, what 
news ? 

Hast thou met with him ? Send thy man 
away. 

Nurse, Peter, stay at the gate. 20 

[ExU Peier. 
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JuZ. Now, good sweet nurse—O Lord, 
why look'st thou sad ? 

Though news be sad, yet tell them merrily; 
If good, thou shamest the music of sweet 
news 

By playing it to me with so sour a face. 

Nurse. I am aweary, give me leave a 
while; as 

Fie, how my bones ache ! What a jaunce 
have 1 had! 

Jwl. I would thou hadst my bones and I 
thy news. 

Nay, come, I pray thee speak; good, good 
nurse, speak. 

Nurse. Jesu, what haste ? Can you not 
stay a while ? 

Do you not see that I am out of breath ? s® 

JuU How art thou out of breath, when 
thou hast breath 

To say to me that thou art out of breath ? 
The excuse that thou dost make in this 
delay 33 

Is longer than the tale thou dost excuse. 

Is thy news good or bad ? Answer to that; 
Say either, and I’ll stay the circumstance. 
Let me be satisfied, is’t good or bad ? 37 

Nurse, Well, you have made a simple 
choice; you know not how to choose a 
man, Romeo ! no, not he ; though his face 
be better than any man’s, yet his leg excels 
all men’s ; and for a hand, and a foot, and 
a body, though they be not to be talk’d on, 
yet they are past compare. He is not the 
flower of courtesy, but I’ll warrant him as 
gentle as a lamb. Go thy ways, wench; 
serve God. What, have you din’d at home ? 

Jul. No, no. But all this did I know 
before. 46 

What says he of our marriage ? What of 
that ? 

Nurse, Lord, how my head aches I What 
a head have 1 ! 

It beats as it would fall in twenty pieces. 
My back a t’ other side—ah, my back, my 
back! 50 

Beshrew your heart for sending me about 
To catch my death with jauncing up and 
down 1 

Jul, r faith, I am sorry that thou art not 
well. 

Sweet, sweet, sweet nurse, tell me, what 
says my love ? 54 

Nurse, Your love says like an honest 
gentleman, and a courteous, and a kind, 
and a handsome, and, 1 warrant, a virtuous 
—Where is your mother ? 

Jul. Where is my mother I Why, she is 
within; 

Where should she be ? How oddly thou 
repliest! 

* Your love says like an honest gentle¬ 
man, 60 

Where is your mother ? * 

Nurse, O God^s lady dear! 
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Are you so hot ? Marry, come up, 1 trow; 
Is this the poultice for my aching bones ? 
Henceforward, do your messages yourself. 

Jul, Here’s such a coil! Come, what says 
Romeo ? 65 

Nurse, Have you got leave to go to shrift 
to-day ? 

Jul, I have. 

Nurse, Then hie you hence to Friar 
Lawrence’ cell; 

There stays a husband to make you a wife. 
Now comes the wanton blood up in your 
cheeks; 70 

They’ll be in scarlet straight at any news. 
Hie you to church; I must another way. 
To fetch a ladder, by the which your love 
Must climb a bird’s nest soon when it is 
dark. 74 

I am the drudge, and toil in your delight ; 
But you shall bear the burden soon at 
night. 

Go ; I’ll to dinner ; hie you to the cell. 

Jul, Hie to high fortune! Honest nurse, 

farewell. [Hxeunf. 

Scene VI. Friar Lawrence^s cell. 

Enter Friar Lawrence and Romeo. 

Fri, L. So smile the heavens upon this 
holy act 

That after-hours with sorrow chide us not! 

Rom. Amen, amen! But come what 
sorrow can. 

It cannot countervail the exchange of joy 
That one short minute gives me in her 
sight. 5 

Do thou but close our hands with holy 
words, 

Then love-devouring death do what he 
dare; 

It is enough I may but call her mine. 

Fri, L, These violent delights have violent 
ends. 

And in their triumph die; like fire and 
powder, 10 

Which, as thy kiss, consume. The sweetest 
honey 

Is loathsome in his own deliciousness. 

And in the taste confounds the appetite. 
Therefore love moderately: long love doth 
so; 

Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow. 15 
Enter Juliet. 

Here comes the lady. O, so light a foot 
Will ne'er wear out the everlasting flint. 
A lover may bestride the gossamer 
That idles in the wanton summer air 
And yet not fall, so light is vanity. 20 

Jul, Good even to my ghostly confessor. 

Fri, L, Romeo shall thank thee, daughter, 
for us both. 

Jul. As much to him, else is his thanks 
too much. 
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Rom* Ah, Juliet, if the measure of thy joy 
Be heap’d like mine, and that thy skill be 
more 

To blazon it, then sweeten with thy breath 
This neighbour air, and let rich music’s 
ton^e 

Unfold the imagin’d happiness that both 
Receive in either by this dear encounter. 
Jul. Conceit, more rich in matter than in 
words, 30 

Brags of his substance, not of ornament* 
They are but beggars that can count their 
worth; 

But my true love is grown to such excess 
1 cannot sum up sum of half my wealth. 
Fri, L. Come, come with me, and we will 
make short work ; 33 

For, by your leaves, you shall not stay 
alone 

Till holy church incorporate two in one. 

[Exeunt» 

ACT THREE 
Scene I. A public place. 

Enter Mercutio, Benvolio, Page, and 
Servants. 

Ben, I pray thee, good Mercutio, let’s 
retire. 

The day is hot, the Capulets abroad. 

And if we meet we shall not scape a brawl; 
For now, these hot days, is the mad blood 
stirring. 4 

Mer. Thou art like one of these fellows 
(hat, when he enters the confines of a 
tavern, claps me his sword upon the tabic, 
and says * God send me no need of thee! * 
and by the operation of the second cup 
draws him on the drawer, when, indeed, 
there is no need. 

Ben, Am 1 like such a fellow ? jo 

Mer. Come, come, thou art as hot a Jack 
in thy mood as any in Italy ; and as soon 
moved to be moody, and as soon moody to 
be moved. 

Ben, And what to ? u 

Mer, Nay, an there were two such, we 
should have none shortly, for one would 
kill the other. Thou I why, thou wilt 
quarrel with a man that hath a hair more 
or a hair less in his beard than thou hast. 
Thou wilt quarrel with a man for cracking 
nuts, having no other reason but because 
thou hast hazel eyes. What eye but such 
an eye would spy out such a quarrel ? Thy 
head is as full of quarrels as an egg is full 
of meat; and yet thy head hath been 
beaten as addle as an egg for quarrelling. 
Thou hast quarrell’d with a man for cough¬ 
ing in the street, because he hath wakened 
thy dog that hath lain asleep in the sun. 
Didst thou not fall out with a tailor forj 
wearing his new doublet before Easter ? j 
With another for tying his new shoes with I 


old riband ? And yet thou wilt tutor me 
from quarrelling ! 29 

Ben, An 1 were so apt to quarrel as thou 
art, any man should buy the fee simple of 
my life for an hour and a quarter. 

Mer. The fee simple I O simple I 

Enter Tybalt and Others, 

Ben, By my head, here comes the 
Capulets. 

Mer. By my heel, I care not. 35 

Tyb, Follow me close, for 1 will speak to 
them. 

Gentlemen, good den ; a word with one of 
you. 

Mer. And but one word with one of us ? 
Couple it with something ; make it a word 
and a blow. 

Tyb, You shall find me apt enough to 
that, sir, an you will give me occasion, n 

Mer, Could you not take some occasion 
without giving ? 

Tyb, Mercutio, thou consortest with 
Romeo. 

Mer. Consort! What, dost thou make us 
minstrels ? An thou make minstrels of us, 
look to hear nothing but discords. Here’s 
my fiddlestick ; here's that shall make you 
dance. Zounds, consort! 47 

Ben, We talk here in the public haunt of 
men; 

Either withdraw unto some private place. 
Or reason coldly of your grievances, 30 
Or else depart; here all eyes gaze on us. 

Mer. Men’s eyes were made to look, and 
let them gaze; 

I will not budge for no man’s pleasure, I. 

Enter Romeo. 

Tyb, Well, peace be with you, sir. Here 
comes my man, 

M«r. But I'll be bang’d, sir, if he wear 
your livery. 55 

Marry, go before to field, he’ll be your 
follower; 

Your worship in that sense may call him 
man. 

Tyb, Romeo, the love 1 bear thee can 
afiord 

No better term than this: thou art a 
villain. 

Rom, Tybalt, the reason that I have to 
love thee 6 a 

Doth much excuse the appertaining rage 
To such a greeting. Villain am I none ; 
Therefore, farewell; 1 see thou knowest 
me not. 

Tyb, Boy, this shall not excuse the 
injuries 

That thou hast done me; therefore turn 
and draw. 65 

Rom, I do protest I never injur’d thee. 
But love thee better than thou canst devise 
Till thou Shalt know the reason of my love ; 
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And so, good Capulet—which name I 
tender 

As dearly as mine own—be satisfied. 70 
Mer. O calm, dishonourable, vile sub¬ 
mission ! 

Alla stoccata carries it away. [Dr^u’s. 
Tybalt, you rat-catcher, will you walk ? 
Tyb. What wouldst thou have with me ? 
Mer. Good King of CatS; nothing but one 
of your nine lives; that I mean to make 
bold withal, and, as you shall use me here¬ 
after, dry-beat the rest of the eight. W^ill 
you pluck your sword out of his pilcher by 
the ears ? Make haste, lest mine be about 
your ears ere it be out. 79 

Tyb, I am for you. (Drau's. 

Rom. Gentle Mercutio, put thy rapier up. 
Mer. Come, sir, your passado. ( I’liey fight, 
Rom. Draw, Benvolio ; beat down their 
weapons. 

Gentlemen, for shame, forbear this outrage! 
Tybalt 1 Mercutio! the Prince expressly 
hath vSs 

Forbid this bandying in Verona streets. 
Hold, Tybalt! Good Mercutio ! 

[Tybalt under Romeo*s arm thrusts Mer¬ 
cutio in, and flies with his friends, 
Mer, I am hurt. 

A plague a both your houses! I am sped. 
Is he gone and hath nothing ? 

Ben, What, art thou hurt ? 

Mer. Ay, ay, a scratch, a scratch; marry, 
*tis enough. 90 

Where is my page ? Go, villain, fetch a 
surgeon. [Exit Page, 

Rom. Courage, man ; the hurt cannot be 
much. 92 

Mer. No, His not so deep as a well, nor so 
wide as a church door, but His enough, 
Hwill serv^e. Ask for me to-morrow, and 
you shall find me a grave man. 1 am 
peppered, I warrant, for this world. A 
plague a both your houses ! Zounds, a dog, 
a rat, a mouse, a cat, to scratch a man to 
death ! A braggart, a rogue, a villain, that 
fights by the book of arithmetic! Why 
the devil came you between us ? I was hurt 
under your arm. too 

Rom, I thought all for the best. 

Mer. Help me into some house, Benvolio, 
or I shall faint, 

A plague a both your houses! 

They have made worms’ meat of me. lo^ 
I have it, and soundly too—Your houses ! 

[Exeunt Mercutio and Benvolio, 
Rom, This gentleman, the Prince’s near 
ally, 

My very friend, hath got this mortal hurt 
In my behalf; my reputation stain’d 
With Tybalt’s slander—Tybalt, that an 
hour 

Hath been my cousin. O sweet Juliet, no 
Thy beauty hath made me eifeminate. 

And in my temper soft’ned valour’s steel I 

gzo 


Re-enter Benvolio, 

Ben, O Romeo, Romeo, brave Mercutio 
is dead! 

That gallant spirit hath aspir’d the clouds, 
W'^hich too untimely here did scorn the 
earth. 1 ^ 5 

Rom, This day’s black fate on moe days 
doth depend ; 

This but begins the w'oe others must end. 
Re-enter Tybalt, 

Ben. Here comes the furious Tybalt back 
again. 

Rom, Alive in triumph and Mercutio 
slain! 

Away to heaven respective lenity, i-’o 
And fire-ey’d fury be my conduct now ! 
Now, Tybalt, take the ‘ villain * back again 
That late thou gav’st me; for Mercutio’s 
soul 

Is but a little way above our heads, 
Staying for thine to keep him company, izs 
Either thou or 1 , or both, must go with him. 
Tyb, Thou, wretched boy, that didst con¬ 
sort him here, 

Shalt with him hence. 

Rom. This shall determine that. 

fT/iey fight ; Tybalt falls, 
Ben, Romeo, away, be gone. 

The citizens are up, and Tybalt slain. 130 
Stand not amaz’d. The Prince will doom 
thee death 

If thou art taken. Hence, be gone, away I 
Rom, O, I am fortune's fool I 
Ben. Why dost thou stay ? 

[Exit Romeo. 

Enter Citizens. 

1 at. Which way ran he that kill’d 
Mercutio ? 134 

Tybalt, that murderer, which way ran he ? 
Ben, There lies that Tybalt. 

1 at. Up, sir, go with me ; 

I charge thee in the Prince’s name, obey. 

Enter Prince, attended ; Montague, Capu¬ 
let, their Wives, and All. 

Prin, Where arc the vile beginners of this 
fray ? i3« 

Ben. O noble Prince, I can discover all 
The unlucky manage of this fatal brawl: 
There lies the man, slain by young Romeo, 
That slew thy kinsman, brave Mercutio. 
Lady C. Tybalt, my cousin! O my 
brother’s child ! 

O Prince 1 O husband! O, the blood is 
spill’d 

Of my dear kinsman ! Prince, as thou art 
true, 14.s 

For blood of ours shed blood of Montague. 
O cousin, cousin! 

Prin, Benvolio, who began this bloody 
fray ? 
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Ben. Tybalt, here slain, whom Romeo's 
hand did slay; 

Romeo that spoke him fair, bid him 
bethink 350 

How nice the quarrel W'as, and urg'd withal 
Your high displeasure. All this, uttered 
With gentle breath, calm look, knees 
humbly bow d. 

Could not take truce with the unruly spleen 
Of Tybalt, deaf to peace, but that he tilts 
With piercing steel at bold Mercutio's 
breast; 3 

Who, all as hot, turns deadly point to 
point. 

And, with a martial scorn, with one hand 
beats 

Cold death aside, and with the other sends 
It back to Tybalt, whose dexterity i'j" 
Retorts it. Romeo he cries aloud 
' Hold, friends ! friends, part! ' and. 

swifter than his tongue. 

His agile arm beats down their fatal points. 
And 'twixt them rushes; underneath 
whose arm 

An envious thrust from Tybalt hit the life 
Of stout Mercutio ; and then Tybalt (led ; 
But by and by comes back to Romeo, 

Who had but newly entertain’d revenge. 
And to’t they go like lightning ; for ere I 
Could draw to part them was stout Tybalt 
slain; 

And as he fell did Romeo turn and fly. 
This is the truth, or let Benvolio die. 

Lady C. He is a kinsman to the Mon¬ 
tague, 

A flection makes him false, he speaks not 
true; 

Some twenty of them fought in this black 
strife, I'A" 

And all those twenty could but kill one life. 
1 beg for justice, which thou. Prince, must 
give: 

Romeo slew Tybalt, Romeo must not live. 

Prin, Romeo slew him ; he slew Mercutio. 
Who now the price of his dear blood doth 
owe ? 

Mon. Not Romeo, Prince; he was Mer¬ 
cutio's friend ; 

His fault concludes but what the law should 
end. 

The life of Tybalt. 

Prin, And for that oflfcnce, 

Immediately we do exile him hence. 

1 have an interest in your hate’s proceeding, 
My blood for your rude brawls doth lie 
a-blceding; 

But 1*11 amerce you with so strong a fine 
That you shall all repent the loss of mine. 
I will be deaf to pleading and excuses, 

Nor tears nor prayers shall purdiase out 
abuses; 

Therefore use none. Let Romeo hence in 
haste, 

Else when he is found that hour is his last. 


Bear hence this body, and attend our will; 
Mercy but murders^ pardoning those that 
kill. [Exeunt, 

Scene II. CapukVs orchard. 

Enter Juliet. 

Jul. Gallop apace, you fiery-footed steeds 
Towards Phoibus’ lodging; such a wag¬ 
goner 

As Phaethon would whip you to the west. 
And bring in cloudy night immediately. 
Spread thy close curtain, love-performing 
night, 5 

That runaways’ eyes may wink, and 
Romeo 

Leap to these arms, untalk’d of and unseen. 
Lovers can see to do their amorous rites 
By their own beauties ; or if love be blind, 
It best agrees with night. Come, civil night. 
Thou sober-suited matron, all in black, j i 
And learn me how to lose a winning match. 
Play’d for a pair of stainless maidenhoods ; 
Hood my unmann'd blood, bating in my 
cheeks, 

With thy black mantle, till strange love, 
grown bold, 35 

Think true love acted simple modesty. 
Come, night; come, Romeo ; come, thou 
day in night ; 

For thou wilt lie upon the wings of night 
Whiter than new snow on a raven's back. 
Come, gentle night, come, loving black- 
brow’d night, so 

Give me my Romeo; and, when he shall 
die, 

Take him and cut him out in little stars. 
And he will make the face of heaven so fine 
That all the world will be in love with night, 
And pay no worship to the garish sun. 25 
O, 1 have bought the mansion of a love, 
But not possess’d it; and though I am 
sold, 

Not yet enjoy'd. So tedious is this day 
As is the night before some festival 29 
I’o an impatient child that hath new robes, 
And may not wear them. O, here comes my 
nurse, 

Enfcr Nurse with cords. 

And she brings news; and every tongue 
that speaks 

But Romeo's name speaks heavenly 
eloquence. 

Now, nurse, w^hat news ? What hast thou 
there ? The cords 
That Romeo bid thee fetch ? 

Nurse. Ay, ay, the cords. :?*i 

[Throws them down. 

JuL Ay, me! what news ? Why dost 
thou wring thy hands ? 

Nurse. Ah, well-a-day I he’s dead, he’s 
dead, he’s dead. 

We are undone, lady, we are undone. 
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Alack the day I he's gone, he's kill'd, he's 
dead. 

JuL Can heaven be so envious ? 

Nurse. Romeo can, 40 

Though heaven cannot. O Romeo, 
Romeo! 

Who ever would have thought it ? Romeo ! 

Jul, What devil art thou that dost 
torment me thus ? 

This torture should be roar'd in dismal hell. 
Hath Romeo slain himself ? Say thou 

but * I', 4 

And that bare vowel I shall poison more 
Than the death-darting eye of cockatrice. 
1 am not 1 if there be such an * 1 ’; 

Or those eyes shut that makes thee answer 
‘ I49 
If he be slain, say ' I *; or if not. ‘ No *; 
Brief sounds determine of my weal or woe. 

hiurse, 1 saw the wound, I saw it with 
mine eyes— 

God save the mark!—here on his manly 
breast. 

A piteous corse, a bloody piteous corse; 
Pale, pale as ashes, all bedaub’d in blood, 55 
All in gore-blood. 1 swounded at the sight 

Jul. O, break, my heart I poor bankrupt, 
break at once I 

To prison, eyes; ne’er look on liberty. 
Vile earth, to earth resign; end motion 
here; 3^ 

And thou and Romeo press one heavy bier! 

Nurse. O Tybalt, Tybalt, the best friend 
1 had! 

O courteous Tybalt! honest gentleman ! 
That ever I should live to see thee dead ! 

Jul. What storm is this that blows so 
contrary ? 64 

Is Romeo slaught’red, and is Tybalt dead ? 
My dearest cousin and my dearer lord ? 
Then, dreadful trumpet, sound the general 
doom ; 

For who is living if those two are gone ? 

Nurse. Tybalt is gone, and Romeo ban¬ 
ished ; 

Romeo that kill'd him, he is banished. 70 

Jul. O God I Did Romeo’s hand shed 
Tybalt’s blood ? 

l^urse. It did, it did; alas the day, it 
did! 

Jul. O serpent heart, hid with a flow'ring 
face! 

Did ever dragon keep $0 fair a cave ? 
Beautiful tyrant! hend angelical! 75 

Dove-feathe r’d raven I wolfish-ravening 
lamb 1 

Despised substance of divinest show ! 

Just opposite to what thou justly seem'st, 
A damned saint, an honourable villain! 

O nature, what hadst thou to do in hell. 80 
When thou didst bower the spirit of a 
fiend 

In mortal paradise of such sweet flesh ? 
Was ever twok containing such vile matter 
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So fairly bound ? O, that deceit should 
dwell 

In such a gorgeous palace! 

Nurse. There's no trust, 85 

No faith, no honesty in men ; all perjur'd, 
All forsworn, all naught, all dissemblers* 
Ah, where's my man ? Give me some aqua 
vit®. 

These griefs, these woes, these sorrows, 
make me old. 

Shame come to Romeo ! 

Jul. Blister’d be thy tongue 90 

For such a wish! He was not born to 
shame: 

Upon his brow shame is asham'd to sit; 
For 'tis a throne where. honour may be 
crown’d 

Sole monarch of the universal earth. 

O, what a beast was 1 to chide at him 1 95 

Nurse. Will you speak well of him that 
kill’d your cousin ? 

Jul. Shall 1 speak ill of him that is my 
husband ? 

Ah, poor my lord, what tongue shall smooth 
thy name, 

When I, thy three-hours wife, have 
mangled it ? 

But wherefore, villain, didst thou kill my 
cousin ? 100 

That villain cousin would have kill’d my 
husband. 

Back, foolish tears, back to your native 
spring; 

Your tributary drops belong to woe, 
Which you, mistaking, ofter up to joy. 

My husband lives that Tybalt woiUd have 
slain, 105 

And Tybalt’s dead that would have slain 
my husband. 

All this is comfort; wherefore weep I 
then ? 

Some word there was, worser than Tybalt’s 
death. 

That murd’red me ; I would forget it fain, 
But, O, it presses to my memory no 
Like damned guilty deeds to sinners' 
minds; 

' Tybalt is dead, and Romeo banished'. 
That * banished ’, that one word ‘ banished 
Hath slain ten thousand Tybalts. Tybalt's 
death 

Was woe enough, if it had ended there; *13 
Or if sour woe delights in fellowship 
And needly will be rank’d with other griefs. 
Why followed not, when she said ’ Tybalt’s 
dead *, 

Thy father or thy mother, nay, or both, 
Which modern lamentation might have 
mov'd ? J20 

But, with a rear-ward following Tybalt’s 
death, 

‘ Romeo is banished '—to speak that word 
Is father, mother, Tybalt, Romeo, Juliet, 
All slain, all dead. ' Romeo is banished 
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There is no end, no limit, measure, bound, 
la that word's death; no words can that 
woe sound. jso 

Where is my father and my mother, nurse ? 

Nurse. Weeping and wailing over Ty¬ 
balt's corse. 

Will you go to them ? I will bring you 
thither. 

JuL Wash they his wounds with tears ! 
Mine shall be spent, i3^> 

When theirs are dry, for Romeo’s banish¬ 
ment. 

Take up those cords. Poor ropes, you are 
beguil'd. 

Both you and I, for Romeo is exil’d; 

He made you for a highway to my bed. 
But I, a maid, die maiden-widowed. 135 
Come, cords ; come, nurse; I'll to my 
wedding-bed ; 

And death, not Romeo, take my maiden¬ 
head 1 

Nurse. Hie to your chamber; I’ll find 
Romeo 

To comfort you. I wot well where he is. 
Hark ye, your Romeo will be here at night, 
ril to him ; he is hid at Lawrence’ cell. 

Jul. O, find him 1 give this ring to my 
true knight, 142 

And bid him come to take his last farewell. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. Friar Lawrence*s cell* 
Enter Friar Lawrence. 

Fri. L, Romeo, come forth ; come forth, 
thou fearful man; 

Afiliction is enamour'd of thy parts. 

And thou art wedded to calamity. 

Enter Romeo. 

Rom, Father, what news ? What is the 
Prince’s doom ? 

What sorrow craves acquaintance at my 
hand 5 

That I yet know not ? 

Fri. L, Too familiar 

Is my dear son with such sour company; 
1 bring thee tidings of the Prince’s doom. 

Rom. What less than doomsday is the 
Prince’s doom ? 

Fri. L. A gentler judgment vanish’d from 
his lips— to 

Not body’s death, but body’s banishment. 

Rom. Ha, banisliment! Be merciful, say 
‘ death ’; 

For exile hath more terror in his look. 
Much more than death. Do not say ‘ banish¬ 
ment 

Fri. L. Here from Verona art thou 
banished. 15 

Be patient, for the world is broad and wide. 

Rom. There is no world without Verona 
walls. 

But purgatory, torture, hell itself. 
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Hence banished is banish’d from the world, 
And world’s exile is death. Then ’ banished ’ 
Is death mis-term’d; calling death ‘ ban* 
ished', 21 

Thou cut’st my head off with a golden axe. 
And smilest upon the stroke that murders 
me. 

Fri. L, O deadly sin I O rude unthank¬ 
fulness ! 

Thy fault our law calls death ; but the kind 
Prince, 25 

Taking thy part, hath rush’d aside the law. 
And turn'd that black word death to 
banishment. 

This is dear mercy, and thou seest it not. 

Rom. 'Tis torture, and not mercy; 
heaven is here 20 

Where Juliet lives, and every cat, and dog. 
And little mouse, every unworthy thing, 
Live here in heaven and may look on her ; 
But Romeo may not. More validity, 

More honourable state, more courtship 
lives 

In carrion flies than Romeo. They may 
seize 35 

On the white wonder of dear Juliet's hand, 
And steal immortal blessing from her lips ; 
Who, even in pure and vestal modesty. 
Still blush, as thinking their own kisses 
sin; 

But Romeo may not—he is banished. 40 
This may flies do, when I from this must fly ; 
They are free men, but 1 am banished. 

And sayest thou yet that exiiC is not death ? 
Hadst thou no poison mix’d, no sharp- 
ground knife. 

No sudden mean of death, though ne’er so 
mean, 45 

But ‘ banished ’ to kill me—* banished ’ ? 
O friar, the damned use that word in hell; 
Howling attends it; how hast thou the 
heart, 

Being a divine, a ghostly confessor, 

A sin-absolver, and my friend profess’d, 5^ 
To mangle me with that word ‘ banished ’ ? 

Fri. L. Thou fond mad man, hear me 
a little speak. 

Rom. O, thou wilt speak again of banish¬ 
ment. 

Fri. L. I'll give thee armour to keep off 
that word ; 

Adversity’s sweet milk, philosophy, 55 
To comfort thee, though thou art banished. 

Rom. Yet ' banished * 7 Hang up philo¬ 
sophy ; 

Unless philosophy can make a Juliet, 
Displant a town, reverse a prince’s doom, 
It helps not, it prevails not. Talk no more. 

Fri. L. O, then I see that madmen have 
no ears. 

Rom, How should they, when that wise 
men have no eyes 7 

Fri, L. Let me dispute with thee of thy 
estate* 
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Rom. Thou canst not speak of that thou 
dost not feel. 

Wert thou as young as I, Juliet thy love, 65 
An hour but married, Tybalt murdered. 
Doting like me, and like me banished. 
Then mightst thou speak, then mightst 
thou tear thy hair. 

And fall upon the ground, as I do now, oo 
Taking the measure of an unmade grave. 

[Knockmg within. 

Fri. L. Arise; one knocks. Good 
Romeo, hide thyself, 

Rom. Not 1; unless the breath of heart¬ 
sick groans. 

Mist-like, enfold me from the search of eyes. 

[Knocking. 

Fri. L. Hark how they knock ! Who’s 
there ? Romeo, arise ; 

Thou wilt be taken.—Stay awhile.—Stand 
up; [Knock in, 

Run to my study.—By and by.—God's 
will, yO 

What simpleness is this !— I come, T come. 

[Ktiocking. 

Who knocks so hard ? Whence come you ? 
What’s your will ? 

Nurse. [VVTdiin] Let me come in and you 
shall know my errand ; 

I come from Lady Juliet. 

Fri. L. Welcome, then. 80 

Enter Nurse. 

Nurse, O holy friar, O, tell me, holy friar, 
Where's my lady's lord, where's Romeo ? 

Fri. L. 1 here on the ground, with his own 
tears made drunk. 

Nurse. O, he is even in my mistress’ case. 
Just in her case! 

Fri. L. O woeful sympathy! 

Piteous predicament! 

Nurse. Even so lies she, P5 

Blubb’ring and weeping, weeping and 
blubbTing. 

Stand up, stand up; stand, an you be a 
man; 

For Juliet's sake, for her sake, rise and 
stand ; 

W^hy should you fall into so deep an O ? ckj 

Rom. Nurse! 

Nurse. Ah, sir! ah, sir 1 Well, death’s 
the end of all. 

Rom. Spakest thou of Juliet ? How is it 
with her ? 

Doth not she think me an old murderer, y ? 
Now I have stain’d the childhood of our joy 
With blood remov’d but little from her 
own ? 

Where is she ? and how doth she ? and 
what says 

My conceal’d lady to our canceli’d love ? 

Nurse. O, she says nothing, sir, but weeps 
and weeps; 

And now faUs on her bed, and then starts I 
up, 1001 
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And Tybalt calls; and then on Romeo 
cries. 

And then down falls again. 

Rom. As if that name. 

Shot from the deadly level of a gun, 

Did murder her; as that name's cursed 
hand 

Murder’d her kinsman. O, tell me, friar, 
tell me, i<>5 

In what vile part of this anatomy 
Doth my name lodge ? Tell me that 1 may 
sack 

The hateful mansion. [Drawing his sword. 

Fri. L. Hold thy desperate hand. 

Art thou a man ? Thy form cries out thou 
art: 

Thy tears are womanish ; thy wild acts 
denote 1 to 

The unreasonable fury of a beast. 
Unseemly woman in a seeming man ! 

And ill-l>esecming beast in seeming both ! 
Thou hast amaz'd me. By my holy 
order, 

1 thought thy disposition better temper'd. 
Hast thou slain Tybalt ? Wilt thou slay 
thyself ? 116 

And slay thy lady that in thy life lives, 

By doing damned hate upon thyself 1 
Why railest thou on thy birth, the heaven, 
and earth ? 

Since birth, and heaven, and earth, all three 
do meet lao 

In thee at once; which thou at once 
w’ouldst lose. 

Fie, fie ! thou shamest thy shape, thy love, 
thy wit; 

Which, like a usurer, abound’st in all. 

And usest none in that true use indeed 
Which should bedeck thy shape, thy love, 
thy wit. 1^5 

Thy noble shape is but a form of wax, 
Digressing from the valour of a man ; 

Thy dear io^'c sworn but hollow perjury. 
Killing that love which thou hast vow'd to 
cherish; i-’9 

Thy wit, that ornament to shape and love. 
Misshapen in the conduct of them both. 
Like powder in a skilless soldier's flask, 

Is set afire by thine own ignorance. 

And thou dismemb'red with thine own 
defence. 1 > \ 

What, rouse thee, man ! Thy Juliet is alive, 
For whose dear sake thou wast but lately 
dead ; 

There art thou happy. Tybalt would kill 
thee, 

But thou slewest Tybalt; there art thou 
happy too. 

The law, that threat'ned death, becomes 
thy friend, 

And turns it to exile; there art thou 
happy. 140 

A pack of blessings lights upon thy back; 
Happiness courts thee in her best array; 
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But, like a misbehaved and sullen wench. 
Thou pout’st upon thy fortune and thy love. 
Take heed, take heed, for such die miser¬ 
able. T4 

Go, get thee to thy love, as was decreed, 
Ascend her chamber, hence and comfort 
her. 

But look thou stay not till the watch be set. 
For then thou canst not pass to Mantua, 
Where thou shalt live till we can find a 
time 

To blaze your marriage, reconcile your 
friends, 

Beg pardon of the Prince, and call thee 
back 

With twenty hundred thousand times more 
joy 

Than thou went’st forth in lamentation. 
Go before, nurse ; commend me to thy 
lady; ] 

And bid her hasten all the house to bed, 
Which heavy sorrow makes them apt unto ; 
Romeo is coming. 

Nurse. O lord, I could have stay’d here 
all the night j h < 

To hear good counsel; O, what learning is J 
My lord, Fll tell my lady you will come. 

Rom. Do so, and bid my sweet prepare 
to chide. 

Nurse. Here, sir, a ring she bid me give 
you, sir. 

Hie you, make haste, for it grows verv late. 

[Exfi. 

Rom. How well my comfort is reviv'd by 
this! 

Fri. L. Go hence ; good night; and here 
stands all your state : 

Either be gone before the watch be set. 

Or by the break of day disguis'd from 
hence. 

Sojourn in Mantua ; I'll find out your man. 
And he shall signify from time to time i7« 
Every good hap to you that chances here. 
Give me thy hand, 'Tis late; farewell; 
good night. 

Rom. But that a joy past joy calls out 
on me. 

It were a grief so brief to part with thee. 
Farewell. [Exeunf. 

Scene IV. Capulet*s house. 

Enter Capulet, Lady Capulet, and Paris. 

Cap. Things have fall’n out, sir, so un» 
luckily 

That we have had no time to move our 
daughter. 

Look you, she lov’d her kinsman Tybalt 
dearly. 

And so did 1, Well, we were born to die. 
'Tis very late; she'll not come down to¬ 
night. 5 

I promise you, but for your company, 

I would have been abed an hour ago. 
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Par. These times of woe afibrd no time' 
to woo. 

Madam, good night; commend me to your 
daughter. 

Lady C. 1 will, and know her mind early 
to-morrow; lo 

To-night she’s mew’d up to her heaviness. 

Cap. Sir Paris, 1 will make a desperate 
tender 

Of my child’s love. I think she will be 
rul’d 

In all respects by me ; nay, more, I doubt 
it not. 

Wife, go you to her ere you go to bed ; 15 

Acquaint her here of my son Paris’ love 
And bid her, mark you me, on Wednesday 
next— 

But, soft! what day is this ? 

Par. Monday, my lord. 

Cap. Monday ! ha, ha ! Well, Wednesday 
is too soon. 

A Thursday let it be; a Thursday, tell 
her, 20 

She shall be married to this noble earl. 
Will you be ready ? Do you like this haste ? 
We’ll keep no great ado—a friend or two ; 
For, hark you, Tybalt being slain so late, 
It may be thought we held him carelessly. 
Being our kinsman, if we revel much ; 26 

I’herefore we’ll have some half a dozen 
friends, 

And there an end. But what say you to 
Thursday ? 

Par. My lord, I would that Thursday 
were to-morrow. 

Cap. Well, get you gone ; a Thursday be 
it then. 

Go you to Juliet ere you go to bed ; 
Prepare her, wife, against this wedding-day. 
Farewell, my lord. Light to my chamber, 
ho ! 

Afore me, it is so very very late 
That we may call it early by and by. 

Good night. [ExeunL 

Scene V. Capulet's orchard. 

Enter Romeo and Juliet, aloft 

Jul. Wilt thou be gone ? It is not yet 
near day; 

It was the nightingale, and not the lark. 
That pierc’d the fearful hollow' of thine ear ; 
Nightly she sings on yond pomegranate 
tree. 

Believe me, love, it was the nightingale. 5 

Rom. It was the lark, the herald of the 
morn, 

No nightingale. Look, love, what envious 
streaks 

Do lace the severing clouds in yonder east; 
Night’s candles are burnt out, and jocund 
day 9 

Stands tiptoe on the misty mountain tops. 

I must be gone and live, or stay and die. 
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JuL Yond light is not daylight; I know 
it, I: 

It is some meteor that the sun exhales 
To be to thee this night a torch-bearer* 
And light thee on thy way to Mantua; 15 
Therefore stay yet; thou need’st not to be 
gone. 

Rom, Let me be ta’en, let me be put to 
death ; 

I am content, so thou wilt have it so. 
ril say yon grey is not the morning’s eye, 
*Tis but the pale reflex of Cynthia’s brow ; 
Nor that is not the lark whose notes do beat 
The vaulty heaven so high above our heads 
1 have more care to stay than will to go. 
Come death, and welcome! Juliet willj 
it so. 

How is’t, my soul ? Let's talk—it is not 
day. 

JuL It is, it is ; hie hence, be gone, away! 
It is the lark that sings so out of tune. 
Straining harsh discords and unpleasing 
sharps. 

Some say the lark makes sw'eet division ; 
This doth not so, for she divideth us. 

Some say the lark and loathed toad change 
eyes ; 

O* now I would they had chang’d voices 
too! 

Since arm from arm that voice doth us 
affray. 

Hunting thee hence with hunts-up to the 
day. 

O, now be gone I More light and light it 
grows. 35 

Rom. More light and light—more dark 
and dark our woes I 

Enter Nurse. 

Nurse. Madam I 

Jul. Nurse ? 

Nurse. Your lady mother Is coming to 
your chamber. 

TThe day is broke ; be wary, look about. 40 

[Exii. 

JuL Then, window, let day in and let life 
out. 

Rom. Farewell, farewell! One kiss, and 
I’ll descend. [He goeth doitm. 

Jul. Art thou gone so, love—lord, ay, 
husband, friend ! 

I must hear from thee every day in the 
hour, 

For in a minute there are many days ; 45 

O, by this count I shall be much in years 
Ere I again behold my Romeo 1 

Rom. Farewell! 

I will omit no opportunity 
That may convey my greetings, love, to 
thee. 50 

Jul. O, think’st thou we shall ever meet 
again 7 

Rom. I doubt it not; and all these woes 
shall serve 
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For sweet discourses in our times to 
come* 

Jul. O God, I have an ill-divining soul! 
Methinks I see thee, now thou art below, 55 
As one dead in the bottom of a tomb ; 
Either my eyesight fails or thou look'st 
pale. 

Rom. And trust me, love, in my eye so do 
you; 

Dry sorrow drinks our blood. Adieu, adieu! 

(Exd below. 

Jul. O Fortune, Fortune! all men call 
thee fickle. fto 

If thou art fickle, what dost thou with him 
That fs renown’d for faith 7 Be fickle. 
Fortune; 

For then, I hope, thou wilt not keep him 
long. 

But send him back. 

Lady C. [VV'if/iin| Ho, daughter ! are you 
up 7 

Jul. Who is’t that calls 7 It is my lady 
mother. 65 

Is she not down so late, or up so early 7 
What unaccustom’d cause procures her 
hither 7 

Enter Lady Capulet. 

Lady C. Why. how now, Juliet I 

Jul. Madam, 1 am not well. 

Lady C. Evermore weeping for your 
cousin’s death 7 

What, wilt thou wash him from his grave 
with tears 7 70 

An if thou couldst, thou couldst not make 
him live; 

Therefore have done. Some grief shows 
much of love; 

But much of grief shows still some want of 
wit. 

Jul. Yet let me weep for such a feeling 
loss. 

Lady C. So shall you feel the loss, but not 
the friend 75 

Which you weep for. 

JuL Feeling so the loss, 

I cannot choose but ever weep the friend. 

Lady C. Well, girl, thou weep’st not so 
much for his death 

As that the villain lives which slaughter’d 
him. 

Jul. What villain, madam 7 

Lady C. That same villain, Romeo. 

Jul. [Aside] Villain and he be many miles 
asunder I— sr 

God pardon him ! I do, with all my heart; 
And yet no man like he doth grieve my 
heart. 

Lady C. That is because the traitor 
murderer lives. 

Jul. Ay, madam, from the reach of these 
my hands. 85 

Would none but 1 might venge my cousin’s 
death 1 
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tody C. We will have vengeance for It, 
fear thou not; 

Then weep no more. TU send to one in 
Mantua— 

Where that same banish’d runagate doth 
live— 8<> 

Shall give him such an unaccustom’d dram 
That he shall soon keep Tybalt company ; 
And then 1 hope thou wilt be satisfied. 

Jul. Indeed I never shall be satisfied 
With Romeo till I behold him—dead— 

Is my poor heart so for a kinsman vex’d. 9 
Madam, if you could find out but a man 
To bear a poison, 1 would temper it, 

That Romeo should, upon receipt thereof. 
Soon sleep in quiet. O, how my heart 
abhors 

To hear him nam’d, and cannot come to 
him, 10 

To wreak the love I bore my cousin Tybal 
Upon his body that hath slaughter’d him I 

Lady C. Find thou the means, and I’ll 
find such a man. 

But now I’ll tell thee joyful tidings, girl. 

Jul. And joy comes well in such a needy 
time. 105 

What are they, beseech your ladyship ? 

Lady C. Well, well, thou hast a careful 
father, child ; 

One who, to put thee from thy heaviness, 
Rath sorted out a sudden day of joy 
That thou expects not, nor I look’d not 
for. »!<• 

Jul. Madam, in happy time, what day is 
that ? 

Lady C. Marry, my child, early next 
Thursday morn 

The gallant, young, and noble gentleman. 
The County Pans, at Saint Peter’s Church, 
Shall happily make thee there a joyful 
bride. 11s 

Jul. Now, by Saint Peter’s Church, and 
Peter too. 

He shall not make me there a joyful bride. 
1 wonder at this haste, that 1 must wed 
Ere he that should be husband comes to 
woo. 

1 pray you tell my lord and father, madam. 
1 will not marry yet; and when 1 do, 1 
swear 

It shall be Romeo, whom you know I hate, 
Rather than Paris. These are news indeed ! 

Lady C. Here comes your father; tell 
him so yourself, 121 

And see how he will take it at your hands. 

Enter Capulet and Nurse. 

Cap. When the sun sets, the ait doth 
drizzle dew; 

But for the sunset of my brother's son 
It rains downright. 

How now 1 a conduit, girl ? What, still in 
tears ? 129 

Evermore show’ring ? In one little body 
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Thou co’interfeit’st a bark, a sea, a wind ; 
For still thy eyes, which 1 may call the 
sea. 

Do ebb and flow with tears. The bark thy 
body is. 

Sailing in this salt flood; the winds thy 
sighs. 

Who, raging with thy tears, and they with 
them, 135 

Without a sudden calm will overset 
rhy tempest-tossed body. How now, wife 1 
Have you delivered to her our decree ? 

Lady C. Ay, sir ; but she will none, she 
gives you thanks. 139 

I would the fool were married to her grave I 

Cap. Soft! take me with you, take me 
with you, wife. 

How will she none ? Doth she not give us 
thanks ? 

Is she not proud ? Doth she not count her 
blest. 

Unworthy as she is, that we have wrought 
So worthy a gentleman to be her bride¬ 
groom ? 145 

Jul. Not proud you have, but thankful 
that you have. 

Proud can I never be of what I hate. 

But thankful even for hate that is meant 
love. 

Cap. How how, how how, chopt logic! 
What is this ? 

‘ Proud ’—and ‘ 1 thank you *—and * I 
thank you not ’— 150 

And yet ' not proud ’ ? Mistress minion, 
you. 

Thank me no thankings, nor proud me no 
prouds. 

But fettle your fine joints ’gainst Thursday 
next, 

To go with Paris to Saint Peter’s Church, 
Or I will drag thee on a hurdle thither. 155 
Out, you green-sickness carrion ! Out, you 
baggage I 
You tallow-face 1 

LaJy C. Fie, fie 1 w'hat, are you mad ? 

Jul. Good father, I beseech you on my 
knees. 

Hear me with patience but to speak a word. 

Cap. Hang thee, young baggage 1 dis¬ 
obedient wretch! lOo 

I tell thee what—get thee to church a 
Thursday, 

Or never after look me in the face. 

Speak not. reply not, do not answer me ; 
My fingers itch. Wife, we scarce thought 
us blest JO4 

That God had lent us but this only child; 
But now 1 see this one is one too much. 
And that we have a curse in having her. 
Out on her, hilding! 

Nurse. God in heaven bless her I 

You are to blame, my lord, tv> rate her so. 

Cap. And why, my Lady Wisdom ? Hold 
your tongue. 170 
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Good Prudence; smatter with your gossips, 
go. 

Nurse. I speak no treason. 

Cap. O, God-i-goden I 

Nurse. May not one speak ? 

' Cap. Peace, you mumbling fool! 

Utter your gravity o’er a gossip’s bowl. 
For here we need it not. 

Lady C. You are too hot. 175 

Cap. God’s bread I it makes me mad ; 
Day, night, hour, tide, time, work, play. 
Alone, in company, still my care hath been 
To have her match’d; and having now 
provided 

A gentleman of noble parentage, iso 

Of fair demesnes, youthful, and nobly 
train’d. 

Stuff’d, as they say, with honourable parts. 
Proportion’d as one’s thought would wish a 
man— 

And then to have a wretched puling fool, 

A whining mammet, in her fortune’s 
tender, 185 

To answer ’I’ll not wed, I cannot love, 

1 am too young, I pray you pardon me ’! 
But, an you will not wed, I’ll pardon you. 
Graze where you will, you shall not house 
with me. ih.> 

Look to't, think on’t; I do not use to jest. 
Thursday is near; lay hand on heart 
advise: 

An you be mine, I’ll give you to my friend ; 
An you be not, hang, beg, starve, die in the 
streets, 

For, by my soul, I’ll ne’er acknowledge 
thee, 191 

Nor what is mine shall never do thee good. 
Trust to’t, bethink you. I’ll not be forsw orn. 

[Exit. 

JuZ. Is there no pity sitting in the clouds 
That sees into the bottom of my grief ? 

O, sweet my mother, cast me not away ! 
Delay this marriage for a month, a week; 
Or, if you do not, make the bridal bed 201 
In that dim monument where Tybalt lies. 

Lady C. Talk not to me, for I’ll not 
speak a word; 

Do as thou wilt, for I have done with thee. 

lExil. 

Jul. O God !— O nurse ! how shall this be 
prevented ? 205 

My husband is on earth, my faith in 
heaven; 

How shall that faith return again to earth. 
Unless that husband send it me from 
heaven 

By leaving earth ? Comfort me, counsel 
me. 

Alack, alack, that heaven should practise 
stratagems 210 

Upon so soft a subject as myself! 

What say’st thou! Hast thou not a word 
of joy ? 

Some comfort, nurse. 


[Act 4 

Nurse. Faith, here it is : 

Romeo is banished; and all the world to 
nothing 

That he dares ne’er come back to challenge 
you; 215 

Or, if he do, it needs must be by stealth. 
Then, since the case so stands as now it 
doth, 

I think it best you married with the 
County. 

O, he’s a lovely gentleman ! 

Romeo ’s a dishclout to him; an eagle, 
madam, 220 

Hath not so green, so quick, so fair an eye 
As Paris hath, Beshrew my very heart, 

1 think you are happy in this second match, 
For it excels your first j or, if it did not. 
Your first is dead, or ’twere as good he 
were 225 

As living here and you no use of him. 

JuJ. Speak’st thou from thy heart 1 

Nurse. And from my soul too, else 
beshrew them both. 

Jul. Amen! 

Nurse. What ? 230 

Jul. Well, thou hast comforted me 
marvellous much. 

Go in ; and tell my lady 1 am gone. 

Having displeas’d my father, to Lawrence' 
cell 

To make confession, and to be absolv’d. 

Nurse. Marry, I will; and this is wisely 
done. [Exit. 

Jul. Ancient damnation ’. O most wicked 
fiend! 

Is it more sin to wish me thus forsworn, 

Or to dispraise my lord with that same 
tongue 

Which she hath prais’d him with above 
compare 239 

So many thousand times ? Go, counsellor ; 
Thou and my bosom henceforth shall be 
twain. 

I'll to the friar to know his remedy; 

If all else fail, myself have power to die. 

[Exit, 

ACT FOUR 

Scene L Friar La^vrence*s cell. 

Enter Friar Lawrence and County Paris. 

Fri. L. On Thursday, sir ? The time Is 
very short. 

Par. My father Capulet will have it so, 
And I am nothing slow to slack his haste. 

Fri. L. You say you do not know the 
lady’s mind; 

Uneven is the course ; I like it not. 3 

Par. Immoderately she weeps for Tybalt’s 
death, 

And therefore have I little talk’d of love; 
For Venus smiles not in a house of tears. 
Now, sir, her father counts it dangerous 
That she do give her sorrow so much sway. 



Scene 1] 

And in his wisdom hastes our marriage, i 

To stop the inundation of her tears : 

Which, too much minded by herself alone. 

May be put from her by society. 

Now do you know the reason of this haste. 

FrL L. lAsule] 1 would 1 knew not why 
it should be slow'd.— 

Look, sir, here comes the lady toward my 
cell. 

Enter Julidt. 

Par, Happily met, my lady and my wife I 

Jul. That may be, sir, when 1 may be a 
wife. 

Par, That may be must be, love, on 
Thursday next. 

JiiL What must be shall be. 

Fri. L. That's a certain text. 

Par, Come you to make confession to this 
father ? 

Jul, To answer that, 1 should confess to 
you. 

Par, Do not deny to him that you love 
me. 

Jul, I will confess to you that I love him. 

Par. So will ye, I am sure, that you love 
me. 

Jul. If 1 do so, it will be of more price 

Being spoke behind your back than to your 
face. 

Par. Poor soul, thy face is much abus'd 
with tears. 

Jul. The tears have got small victory by 
that, 3“ 

For it was bad enough before their spite. 

Par. Thou wrong’st it more than tears 
with that report. 

Jul. That is no slander, sir, which is a 
truth ; 

And what I spake, I spake it to my face. 

Par. Thy face is mine, and thou hast 
sland'rcd it. 35 

Jul. It may be so, for it is not mine own. 

Arc you at leisure, holy father, now, 

Or shall I come to you at evening mass ? 

Fri. L. My leisure serves me, pensive 
daughter, now. 

My lord, W'C must entreat the time alone. 40 

Par. God shield I should disturb devo¬ 
tion I 

Juliet, on Thursday early will I rouse ye; 

Till then, adieu, and keep this holy kiss, 

lExH. 

Jul. Of shut the door, and when thou 
hast done so. 

Come weep with me—past hope, past cure, 
past help. 15 

FrL L. Of Juliet, I already know thy 
grief; 

It strains me past the compass of my w its. 

I hear thou must, and nothing may pro¬ 
rogue it, 

On Thursday next be married to this 
County. 
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Jul. Tell me not, friar, that thou bear'st 
of this, .so 

Unless thou tell me how I may prevent it; 
If, in thy wisdom, thou canst give no help. 
Do thou but call my resolution wise, 

And with this knife I'll help it presently. 
God join'd my heart and Romeo's, thou our 
hands: 55 

And ere this hand, by thee to Romeo's seal'd. 
Shall be the label to ai'.othcr deed, 

Or my true heart with treacherous revolt 
Turn to another, this shall slay them both. 
Therefore, out of thy long-expcrienc'd time. 
Give me some present counsel; or, behold, 
'Twixt my extremes and me this bloody 
knife 

Shall play the umpire, arbitrating that 
Which the commission of thy years and art 
Could to no issue of true honour bring. 6-, 
Be not so long to speak ; I long to die, 

If what thou speak'st speak not of remedy. 
Fri. L. Hold, daughter ; 1 do spy a kind 
of hope, 

Which craves as desperate an execution 
As that is desperate which we w^ould pre¬ 
vent. 70 

If, rather than to marry County Paris, 
Thou hast the strength of w'ill to slay 
thyself, 

Then is it likely thou w’ilt undertake 
A thing like death to chide aw’ay this shame, 
That cop'st with death himself to scape 
from it; 75 

And, if thou dar'st, I'll give thee remedy. 
Jul. Of bid me leap, rather than marry 
Paris, 

From oft the battlements of any tow^er, 

Or walk in thievish ways, or bid me lurk 
Where serpents are ; chain me with roaring 
bears, 80 

Or hide me nightly in a charnel house, 
O'er-cover’d quite with dead men's rattling 
bones. 

With reeky shanks and yellow chapless 
skulls ; 

Or bid me go into a new-made grave, 

And hide me with a dead man in his 
shroud— 85 

Things that, to hear them told, have made 
me tremble— 

And 1 will do it without fear or doubt, 

To live an unstain'd wife to my sweet love. 
Fri, L. Hold, then ; go home, be merry, 
give consent 89 

To marry Paris. Wednesday is to-morrow ; 
To-morrow night look that thou lie alone. 
Let not the nurse lie with thee in thy 
chamber. 

Take thou this vial, being then in bed, 

And this distilled liquor drink thou oft'; 
When presently through all thy veins shall 
run 95 

A cold and drowsy humour ; for no pulse 
Shall keep his native progress, but surcease; 
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No warmth, no breath, shall testify thou 
livcst; 

The roses in thy lips and cheeks shall fade 
To paly ashes, thy eyes* windows fall, loc 
Like death when he shuts up the day of life; 
Each part, depriv’d of supple government, 
Shall, stiff and stark and cold, appear like 
death ; 

And in this borrow’d likeness of shrunk 
death 

Thou Shalt continue two and forty hours. 
And then awake as from a pleasant sleep. 
Now, when the bridegroom in the morning 
comes 

To rouse thee from thy bed, there art thou 
dead. 

Then, as the manner of our country is. 

In thy best robes, uncovered on the bier. 
Thou shalt be borne to that same ancient 
vault I 

Where all the kindred of the Capulets lie. 

In the meantime, against thou shalt awake. 
Shall Romeo by my letters know our drift. 
And hither shall he come ; and he and I 
Will watch thy waking, and that very night 
Shall Romeo hear thee hence to Mantua. 
And this shall free thee from this present 
shame, 

If no inconstant toy nor womanish fear 
Abate thy valour in the acting it. x::o 

JuL Give me, give me ! O, tell not me of 
fear! 

Fri. L. Hold ; get you gone, be strong 
and prosperous 

In this resolve. I’ll send a friar with speed 
To Mantua, with my letters to thy lord. 

JuL Love give me strength 1 and strength 
shall help afford. 125, 

Farewell, dear father ! [Exeunt. 

SciiNE 11. CapuhCs Iwuse. 

Enter Capulet, Lady Capulet, Nurse, and 
iu’o or three Servingmen. 

Cap. So many guests invite as here arc 
writ. a Servinp,man. 

Sirrah, go hire me twenty cunning cooks. 

Serv. You shall have none ill, sir; for 
I’ll try if they can lick their lingers. 

Cap. How canst thou try them so ? 5 

Serv. Marry, sir, *tis an ill cook that 
cannot lick his own fingers; therefore he 
that cannot lick his fingers goes not with 
me. 

Cap. Go, be gone. 

[Exit second Servingman. 
We shall be much unfurnish’d for this 
time. 10 

What, is my daughter gone to Friar 
Lawrence ? 

Nurse. Ay, forsooth. 

Cap. Well, he may chance to do some 
good on her: 

A peevish self-will’d harlotry it is. 
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[Act 4 

Enter Juliet. 

Nurse. See where she comes from shrift 
with merry look. ts 

Cap. How now, my headstrong ! Where 
have you been gadding ? 

Jul. Where I have learnt me to repent the 
sin 

Of disobedient opposition 

To you and your behests ; and am enjoin’d 

By holy Lawrence to fall prostrate here, 

To beg your pardon. Pardon, I beseech 
you. 

Henceforw'ard I am ever rul’d by you. 

Cap. Send for the County; go tell him 
of this. 

I’ll have this knot knit up to-morrow 
morning. 

Jul. I met the youthful lord at Law'rence' 
cell, IS 

And gave him what becomed love I might, 
Not stepping o’er the bounds of modesty. 

Cap. Why, 1 am glad on't; this is well— 
stand up— 

This is as’t should be. Let me see the 
County; £<: 

Ay, marry, go, I say, and fetch him hither. 
Now*, afore God, this reverend holy friar, 
All our whole city is much bound to him. 

Jul. Nurse, will you go with me into my 
closet 

To help me sort such needful ornaments 
As you think fit to furnish me to-morrow ? 

Lady C. No, not till I hursday; there is 
time enough. 3» 

Cap. Go, nurse, go with her. We’ll to 
church to-morrow. 

iExeunt Juliet and Nurse. 

Lady C. We shall be short in our pro¬ 
vision ; 

’Tis now near night. 

Cap. Tush, I will stir about. 

And all things shall be well, I warrant thee, 
wife. 

Go thou to Juliet, help to deck up her; 

I’ll not to bed to-night; let me alone. 

I’ll play tiK* huswife for this once. What, 
ho I 

They are all forth ; well, I will walk myself 
To County Paris, to prepare up him 4 > 
Against to-morrow. My heart is wondrous 
light 

Since this same wayward girl is so reclaim’d. 

lHxew)it. 

Scene III. JuUeVs chaniber. 

Enter Juliet and Nurse. 

Jul. Ay, those attires are best; but, 
gentle nurse, 

I pray thee, leave me to myself to-night, 
For I have need of many orisons 
To move the heavens to smile upon my 
state, 



Scene 3] 

Which well thou knowest is cross and ful 
of sin. ‘ 

Enter Lady CAPULiiT. 

Lady C. What, are you busy, ho ? Need 
you my help ? 

JuL No, madam ; we have cull'd sucl 
necessaries 

As are behoveful for our state to-morrow 
So please you, let me now be left alone, < 
And let the nurse this night sit up with 
you; 

For 1 am sure you have your hands full al 
In this so sudden business. 

Lady C. Good night. 

Get thee to bed, and rest; for thou hast 
need. 

[Exeunt Lady Capulet and Nurse, 

JuU Farewell! God knows when we shall 
meet again. 

1 have a faint cold fear thrills through my 
veins, 

That almost freezes up the heat of life; 
ril call them back again to comfort me. 
Nurse !—What should she do here ? 

My dismal scene 1 needs must act alone. 
Come, vial. 

What if this mixture do not work at all ? 
Shall 1 be married, then, twmorrow morn¬ 
ing ? 

No, no ; this shall forbid it. Lie thou there. 

(Laying down her dagger. 
What if it be a poison which the friar 
Subtly hath minis!'red to have me dead, 
Lest in this marriage he should be dis¬ 
honour’d, 

Because he married me before to Romeo ? 
I fear it is; and yet methinks it should 
not. 

For he hath still been tried a holy man. 
How if, when 1 am laid into the tomb, 30 
1 wake before the time that Romeo 
Come to redeem me ? There’s a fearful 
point. 

Shall 1 not then be stifled in the vault, 

To whose foul mouth no healthsome air 
breathes in. 

And there die strangled ere my Romeo 
comes ? 33 

Or, if I live, is it not very like 
The horrible conceit of death and night, 
Together with the terror of the place— 

As in a vault, an ancient receptacle 
Where for this many hundred years the 
bones 40 

Of all my buried ancestors are pack'd ; 
Where bloody Tybalt, yet but green in 
earth, 

Lies fest’ring in his shroud; where, as they 
say. 

At some hours in the night spirits resort— 
Alack, alack, is it not like that I, 45 
So early waking—what with loathsome 
smells^ 
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And shrieks like mandrakes’ torn out of the 
earth. 

That living mortals, hearing them, run 
mad— 

O, if I wake, shall I not be distraught, 
Environed with all these hideous fears, 
And madly play witli my forefathers' 
joints. 

And pluck the mangled Tybalt from his 
shroud. 

And, in this rage, with some great kins¬ 
man's bone, 

As with a club, dash out my desp'rate 
brains ? 

O, look ! methinks I see my cousin’s ghost 
Seeking out Romeo, that did spit his body 
Upon a rapier’s point. Stay, Tybalt, stay. 
Romeo, I come. This do 1 drink to thee. 
[She drinks and falls upon her bed 
within the curtains* 

SciiNii IV. CapuleCs house. 

Enter Lady Caiulet and Nurse. 

Lady C. Hold, take these keys, and fetch 
more spices, nurse. 

Nurse. They call f^or dates and quinces in 
the pastry. 

Enter Capulet. 

Cap* Come, stir, stir, stir! The second 
cock hath crow'd, 

The curfew bell hath rung, ’tis three o'clock. 
Look to the bak’d meats, good Angelica ; 5 
Spare not for cost. 

Nurse* Go, you cot-quean, go, 

Get you to bed ; faith, you'll be sick to¬ 
morrow 

For this night's watching. 

Cap. No, not a whit; what I I have 
w'atch’d ere now 

All night for lesser cause, and ne’er been 
sick. 10 

Lady C. Ay, you have been a mouse-hunt 
in your time; 

But I will watch you from such watching 
now. 

[Exeunt Lady Capulet and Nurse. 
Cap* A jealous-hood, a jealous-hood ! 

Enter three or four Servingmen with spits 
and logs and baskets. 

Now, fellow, 

What is there ? 

1 Fellow. Things for the cook, sir; but I 

know not what. 15 

Cap. Make haste, make haste. [Exit 
1 Fellmv] Sirrah, fetch drier logs; 
Call Peter; he will show thee where they are. 

2 Fellow. 1 have a head, sir, that will find 

out logs. 

And never trouble Peter for the matter. 
Cap* Mass, and well said; a merry 
whoreson, ha 1 20 
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Thou Shalt be logger-head. [Exit 2 Fellow] 
Good faith, *tis day ; 

The County will be liere with music straight, 
For so he said he would. [Play music] I 
hear him near. 

Nurse 1 Wife ! What, ho 1 What, nurse, 
I say ! 

Re-enter Nurse, 

Go waken Juliet, go and trim her up ; 
ril go and chat with Paris. Hie, make 
haste. 

Make haste. The bridegroom he is come 
already. 

Make haste, 1 say. [Exeuui. 

Scene V. JulieVs chamber. 

Enter Nurse. 

Nurse. Mistress ! What, mistress ! Juliet! 
Fast, 1 warrant her, she. 

Why, lamb ! Why, lady I Fie, you slug-a¬ 
bed ! 

Why, love, I say! madam! sweetheart! 
Why, bride! 

What, not a word ? You take your penny¬ 
worths now. 

Sleep for a week ; for the next night, I 
warrant, 5 

The County Paris hath set up his rest 
lhat you shall rest but little. God forgive 
me ! 

Marry, and amen. How sound is she asleep 1 
1 needs must wake her. Madam, madam, 

madam 1 9 

Ay, let the County take you in your bed ; 
Fe ll fright you up, i’ faith. Will it not be ? 

[Orau's the curtains. 
What, dress’d, and in your clothes, and 
down again! 

I must needs wake you. Lady ! lady ! lady 1 
Alas, alas 1 Help, help ! my lady *s dead i 
O well-a-day that ever I was born ! if. 

Some aqua-vita*, ho ! My lord I My lady ! 

Enter Lady Capulf<t. 

Lady C. What noise is here ? 

Nurse. O lamentable day ! 

Lady C. What is the matter ? 

Nurse. Look, look ! O heavy day ! 

Lady C. O me, O me ! My child, my only 
life, 

Revive, look up, or I will die with thee ! 2" 
Help, help ! Call help. 

Enter Capulet. 

Cap. For shame, bring Juliet forth ; her 
lord is come. 

Nurse. She’s dead, deceas'd, she's dead; 
alack the day 1 

Lady C. Alack the day, she's dead, she's 
dead, she’s dead! 

Cap. Ha 1 let me see her. Out, alas ! she's 
cold; 25 


[Act 4 

Her blood is settled, and her joints are stiff. 
Life and these lips have long been separ¬ 
ated. 

Death lies on her like an untimely frost 
Upon the sweetest flower of all the field. 

Nurse. O lamentable day ! 

Lady C. O woeful time I 

Cap. Death, that hath ta’en her hence to 
make me wail. 

Tics up my tongue and will not let me 
speak. 

Enter Friar Lawrence and County 
Paris, %vith Musicians. 

Fri. L. Come, is the bride ready to go to 
church ? 

Cap. Ready to go, but never to return. 

O son, the night before thy wedding day 35 
Hath Death lain with thy v\ife. There 
she lies, 

Flower as she was, deflowered by him. 
Death is my son-in-law, Death is my heir ; 
My daughter he hath wedded ; 1 will die. 
And leave him all; life, living, all is 
Death's. 40 

Par. Have I thought long to see this 
morning's face, 

And doth it give me such a sight as this ? 

Lady C. Accurs’d, unhappy, wretched, 
hateful day ! 

xMost miserable hour that e’er time saw 
In lasting labour of his pilgrimage ! 43 

But one, poor one, one poor and loving 
child, 

But one thing to rejoice and solace in, 

And cruel Death hath catch'd it from my 
sight! 

Nurse. O woe ! O woeful, woeful, woeful 
day I 

Most lamentable day, most woeful day 50 
1 hat 03 er, ever, I did yet behold ! 

O day ! O day ! O day ! O hateful day I 
Never was seen so black a day as this. 

O 3voefijl day, O w'oeful day ! 

Par. Beguil’d, divorced, wronged, spited, 
slain! 55 

Most detestable Death, by thee beguil’d, 
By cruel cruel thee quite overthrown ! 

O love! O life !—not life, but love in 
death ! 

Cap. Despis'd, distressed, hated, mar¬ 
tyr’d, kill’d!— 59 

Uncomfortable time, why cam’st thou now 
To murder, murder our solemnity ? 

O child ! O child ! my soul, and not my 
child! 

Dead art thou ; alack, my child is dead. 
And with my child my joys are buried. 

Fri. L. Peace, ho, for shame! Confusion's 
cure lives not 6.5 

In these confusions. Hejwen and yourself 
Had part in this fair maid; now heaven 
hath all. 

And all the better is it for the maid. 
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Your part in her you could not keep from 
death. 

But heaven keeps his part in eternal life. 7‘ 
The most you sought was her promotion. 
For ’twas your heaven she should be 
advanc'd ; 

And weep ye now, seeing she is advanc’d 
Above the clouds, as high as heaven itself ? 
O, in this love, you love your child so ill 75 
That you run mad, seeing that she is 
well. 

She's not well married that lives married 
long. 

But she's best married that dies married 
young. 

Dry up your tears, and stick your rosemary 
On this fair corse, and, as the custom is, So 
In all her best array bear her to church ; 
For though fond nature bids us all lament. 
Yet nature’s tears arc reason’s merriment. 

Cap. All things that we ordained festival 
Turn from thcii oflice to black funeral: ss 
Our instruments to melanclioly bells. 

Our wedding cheer to a sad burial feast. 
Our solemn hymns to sullen dirges cliange ; 
Our bridal flowers serve for a buried corse ; 
And aU things change them to the contrary. 
Fri. L. Sir, go you in ; and, madam, go 
with him; 

And go, Sir Paris. Evciy' one prepare 
To follow this fair corse unto her grave. 
The heavens do lour upon you for some ill; 
Move them no more by crossing their high 
will. 03 

[h'xetmi all but Nurse and Musicians. 
1 Mus. b'aith, we may put up our pipes 
and be gone. 

Nurse. Honest good follows, ah, put up, 
put up ; 

For well you know thivS is a pitiful case. 

IFxif. 

J Mus. Ay, by my troth, the case may be 
amended. 09 

Enter Peter, 

Pei. Musicians, O, musicians, * Heart's 
ease *, ‘ Heart’s ease ’ 1 O, an you will have 
me live, play ' Heart’s ease ’, 

1 Mils. Why * Heart’s ease ’ ? 

Pet. O, musicians, because rny heart itself 
plays ’ My heart is full of woe ’. O, play me 
some merry dump to comfort me. 105 

1 Mus. Not a dump we! ’Tis no time to 
play now. 

Pel. You will not, then ? 

1 Mus. No. 

Pet. I will then give it you soundly. 

1 Mus. What will you gi\'e us ? i ro 

Pet. No money, on my faith, but the 
gleek. I will give you the minstrel. 

1 Mus. Then will I give you the serving- 
creature. 

Pet. Then will I lay the serving-creature’s 
dagger on your pate. I will carry no 


crotchets : I’ll re you. I’ll fa you ; do you 
note me ? 116 

1 Mus. An you re us and fa us, you note 
us. 

2 Mus. Pray you put up your dagger, and 
put out your wit. 

Pet. Then have at you with my wit! I 
will dry-beat you with an iron wit, and put 
up my iron dagger. Answer me like men. 

‘ When griping grief the heart doth wound 
And doleful dumps the mind oppress. 
Then music with her silver sound'— 11:5 

Why ‘ silver sound * ? W'hy ‘ music with 
her silver sound * ? What say you, Simon 
Catling ? 

1 Mus. Marry, sir, because silver hath a 
sweet sound. 

Pet. Pretty! What say you, Hugh 
Rebeck ? 130 

2 Mus. I say ‘ silver sound ’ because 
musicians sound for silver. 

Pet. Pretty too ! What say you, James 
Soiindpost ? 

3 Mus. Faith, I know not what to say. 
Pet. O, I cry you mercy, you are the 

singer; 1 will say for you. It is ‘ music 
with her silver sound ' because musicians 
have no gold for sounding. 137 

* Then music with her silver sound 
With speedy help doth lend redress.' 

[Exit. 

1 Mus. What a pestilent knave is this 
same i 

2 Mus. Hang him. Jack I Come, we'll in 

here; tarry for the mourners, and stay 
dinner, [Hxeuuf. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene 1 . Mantua. A street. 

Enter Romeo. 

Rom. If I may trust the flattering truth 
of sleep, 

My dreams presage some joyful news at 
hand. 

My bosom’s lord sits lightly in his throne. 
And all this day an unaccustom’d spirit 
Lifts me above the ground with cheerful 
thoughts. 5 

1 dreamt my lady came and found me 
dead— 

Strange dream, that gives a dead man leave 
to think!— 

And breath’d such life with kisses in my 
lips 

lliat I reviv’d, and was an emperor. 9 
Ah me! how sweet is love itself possess’d. 
When but love’s shadows are so rich in joy I 

Enter Balthasar, Romeo*s man . 

News from Verona I How now, Balthasar ! 
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Dost thou not bring me letters from the 
friar ? 

How doth my lady ? Is my father well ? 
How fares my Juliet ? That I ask again, 15 
For nothing can be ill if she be well. 

BaL Then she is well, and nothing can be 
ill. 

Her body sleeps in Capels* monument. 
And her inmiortal part with angels lives. 

I saw her laid low in her kindred’s vault, -0 
A lid presently took post to tell it you. 

O, pardon me for bringing these ill news. 
Since you did leave it for my office, sir. 
Rom. Is it e’en so ? Then I defy you, 
stars. 

Thou knowest my lodging : get me ink and 
paper, ^-5 

And hire post-horses ; I will hence to¬ 
night. 

BaL I do beseech you, sir, have patience ; 
Your looks are pale and wild, and do 
import as 

Some misadventure. 

Rom. Tush, thou art deceiv’d ; 

Leave me, and do the thing I bid thee do. 
Hast thou no letters to me from the friar ? 
Bal* No, my good lord. 

Rom. No matter ; get thee gone, 

And hire those horses ; I'll be with thee 
straight. [Exit Balthasar. 

Well, Juliet, I will lie with thee to-night. 
Let’s see for means. O mischief, thou art 
swift 35 

To enter in the thoughts of desperate men ! 
1 do remember an apothecary, 

And hereabouts ’a dwells, which late I 
noted 

In tatt’red weeds, with overwhelming 
brow'S, 3w 

Culling of simples. Meagre were his looks ; 
Sharp misery had worn him to the bones ; 
And in his needy shop a tortoise hung. 

An alligator stuff’d, and other skins 
Of ill-shap’d fishes ; and about his shelves 
A beggarly account of empty boxes, 45 

Green earthen pots, bladders, and musty 
seeds, 

Remnants of packthread, and old cakes of 
roses, 

Were thinly scattered, to make up a show. 
Noting this penury, to myself 1 said 
’ An if a man did need a poison now, 50 

Whose sale is present death in Mantua, 
Here lives a caitiff wretch would sell it 
him 

O, this same thought did but forerun my 
need; 

And this same needy man must sell it me. 
As I remember, this should be the house. 55 
Being holiday, the beggar’s shop is shut. 
What, ho I Apothecary I 

Enter Apothecary. 

Ap. W^ho calls so loud 7 
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Rom. Come hither, man. I see that thou 
art poor. 58 

Hold, there is forty ducats ; let me have 
A dram of poison, such soon-speeding gear 
As will disperse itself through all the veins 
l hat the life-weary taker may fall dead, 
And that the trunk may be discharg’d of 
breath 

As violently as hasty powder fir’d 64 
Doth hurry from the fatal cannon’s womb. 

Af>. Such mortal drugs I have; but 
Mantua’s law 

Is death to any he that utters them. 

Rom. Art thou so bare and full of 
wretchedness 

And fearest to die ? Famine is in thy 
cheeks, (»> 

Need and oppression starveth in thy eyes, 
Contempt and beggary hangs upon thy 
back. 

The world is not thy friend, nor the world’s 
law; 

The world affords no law to make thee rich ; 
Then be not poor, but break it and take 
this. 

Ap. My poverty but not my will con¬ 
sents. 75 

Rom. I pay thy poverty and not thy will. 

Ap. Put this in any liquid thing you will 
And drink it oft'; and if you had the 
strength 

Of twenty men, it would dispatch you 
straight. 

Rom. There is thy gold—worse poison to 
men’s souls, 80 

Doing more murder in this loathsome world 
Than these poor compounds that thou 
mayst not sell. 

I sell thee poison : thou hast sold me none. 
Farewell; buy food, and get thyself in 
flesh. S4 

Come, cordial and not poison, go with me 
To Juliet’s grave; for there must I use 
thee. [iixemff. 

Scene II. Friar Lawrence*s cell. 

Enter Friar John. 

Fri. J. Holy Franciscan friar ! Brother, 
ho I 

Enter Friar Lawrence. 

Fri. L. This same should be the voice of 
Friar John. 

Welcome from Mantua! What says 
Romeo ? 

Or, if his mind be writ, give me his letter. 

Fri. J. Going to find a barefoot brother 
out, 5 

One of our order, to associate me. 

Here in this city visiting the sick, 

And finding him, the searchers of the town. 
Suspecting tliat we both were in a house 
Where the infectious pestilence did reign. 



Scene 2] 

Seard up the doors, and would not let us 
forth. 

So that my speed to Mantua there was 
stay’d. 

FrL L. Who bare my letter, then, to 
Romeo ? 

Fri. J. 1 could not send it—here it is 
again— 

Nor get a messenger to bring it thee. 

So fearful were they of infection. 

Fri. L. Unhappy fortune! By my 
brotherhood. 

The letter was not nice, but full of charge 
Of dear import; and the neglecting it 
May do much danger. Friar John, go 
hence; 

Get me an iron crow, and bring it straight 
Unto my cell. 

Fri. J. Brother, I'll go and bring it thee. 

fExii. 

Fri. L. Now must 1 to the monument 
alone. 

Within this three hours will fair Juliet 
wake; 

She will beshrew me much that Romeo 
Hath had no notice of these accidents. 

But I will write again to Mantua, 

And keep her at my cell till Romeo come 
Poor living corse, clos’d in a dead man’s 
tomb! [Exit. 

ScKNE III. Verona. A churchyard ; in it 
the tomb of the Capulets, 

Enter Paris, and his Page bearing flowers 
and a torch. 

Par. Give me thy torch, boy ; hence, and 
stand aloof; 

Yet put it out, for 1 would not be seen. 
Under yond yew trees lay thee all along, 
Holding thy ear close to the hollow ground; 
So shall no foot upon the churchyard 
tread— 5 

Being loose, iinfirm, with digging up of 
graves— 

But thou Shalt hear it. Whistle then to me, 
As signal that thou hcaiest something 
approach. 

Give me those flowers. Do as I bid thee, go. 

Page. [Aside] 1 am almost afraid to stand 
alone 10 

Here in the churchyard; yet I will 
adventure, [Retires. 

Par, Sweet flower, with flowers thy bridal 
bed 1 strew— 

O woe, thy canopy is dust and stones I— 
Which with sweet water nightly I will dew ; 
Or, wanting that, with tears distill’d by 
moans. 15 

The obsequies that I for thee will keep. 
Nightly shall be to strew thy grave and 
weep, [The Page %vhistles. 

The boy gives warning something doth 
approach, 1 


ROMEO AND JULIET 

What cursed foot wanders this way to¬ 
night I) 

To cross my obsequies and true love’s rite ? 
What, with a torch ! Muffle me, night, 
awliile. I Ref,res. 

Enter Romeo and Balthasar, with a torch, 
a mattock, and a crow of iron. 

Rom. Give me that mattock and the 
wrenching iron. 

Hold, take this letter ; early in the morning 
See thou deliver it to my lord and father. 
Give me the light; upon thy life I charge 
thee, 25 

Whate'er thou hearest or scest, stand all 
aloof 

And do not interrupt me in my course. 
Why I descend into this bed of death 
Is partly to behold my lady's face. 

But chiefly to take thence from her dead 
finger 

A precious ring—a ring that I must use 
In dear employment; therefore hence, be 
gone. 

But if thou, jealous, dost return to pry 
In what 1 farther shall intend to do, 

By heaven, I will tear thee joint by joint, 35 
And strew this hungry churchyard with thy 
limbs. 

The time and my intents are savage-wild, 
More fierce and more inexorable far 
Than empty tigers or the roaring sea. 

Bal. I will be gone, sir, and not trouble 
ye. /JO 

Rom. So shalt thou show me friendship. 
Take thou that; 

Live and be prosperous; and farewell, good 
fellow. 

Bal. [Aside] For all this same, I'll hide 
me hereabout; 

His looks I fear, and his intents I doubt. 

[Rtf/res. 

Rom. Thou detestable maw, thou womb 
of death, 45 

Gorg’d with the dearest morsel of the earth. 
Thus I enforce thy rotten jaws to open, 
[Breaking open the tomb. 
And, in despite. I’ll cram thee with more 
food. 

Par. This is that banish’d haughty 
Montague 

That murd’red ray love's cousin—with 
which grief 50 

It is supposed the fair creature died— 

And here is come to do some villainous 
shame 

To the dead bodies. I will apprehend him. 
Stop thy unhallowed toil, vile Montague. 
Can vengeance be pursued further than 
death ? 55 

Condemned villain, I do apprehend thee. 
Obey, and go with me ; for thou must die. 

Rom, 1 must indeed ; and therefore came 
1 hither. 
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Good gentle youth, tempt not a desperate 
man ; 

Fly hence, and leave me. Think upon these 
gone; 

Let them affright thee. I beseech thee, 
youth. 

Put not another sin upon my head 
By urging me to fury ; O, be gone ! 

By heaven, I love thee better than myself. 
For I come hither arm’d against myself, t's 
Stay not, be gone ; live, and hereafter say 
A madman’s mercy bid thee run away. 

Par, I do dely thy conjuration, 

And apprt hend thee for a felon here. O') 
Rom, Wilt thou provoke me ? Then have 
at thee, boy ! [T/tey /ig/if. 

Page. O lord, they fight! I will go call 
the watch. |Exif. Paris falls. 
Par. O, I am slain ! If thou be merciful, 
Open the tomb, lay me with Juliet. [Dies. 
Rom. In faith, I will. Let me peruse this 
face. 71 

Mercutio’s kinsman, noble County Paris I 
What said my man, when my betossed soul 
Did not attend him as we rode ? 1 think 
He told me Paris should have married 
Juliet. 

Said he not so, or did I dream it so ? 

Or am I mad, hearing him talk of Juliet, <so 
To think it was so ? O, give me thy hand, 
One writ with me in sour misfortune’s book! 
ru bury thee in a triumphant grave. 

A grave ? O no! A lantern, sla tight’red 
youth; \ 

For here lies Juliet, and her beauty makes 
This vault a feasting presence full of light. 
Death, lie thou there, hy a dead man 
interr’d. 

1 Laying Paris in the tomb. 
How oft when men are at the point of 
death 

Have they been merry 1 Which their keep¬ 
ers call 

A lightning before death. O, how may I 90 
Call this a lightning ? O my love ! my wife ! 
Death, that hath suck’d the honey of thy 
breath. 

Hath had no power yet upon thy beauty. 
Thou art not conquer’d ; beauty’s ensign 
yet 

Is crimson in thy lips and in thy cheeks, 
And death's pale flag is not advanced there. 
Tybalt, licst thou there in thy bloody 
sheet ? 

O, what more favour can I do to thee 
Than with that hand that cut thy youth in 
twain 

To sunder his that was thine enemy ? 
Forgive me, cousin. Ah, dear Juliet. 

Why art thou yet so fair ? Shall I believe 
That unsubstantial Death is amorous. 

And that the lean abhorred monster keeps 
Thee here in dark to be his paramour ? 105 
For fear of that I still will stay with thee, 
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And never from this palace of dim night 
Depart again. Here, here will I remain 
With worms that are thy chambermaids. O, 
here 

W’ill I set up my everlasting rest, tk> 

And shake the yoke of inauspicious stars 
From this world-wearied flesh. Eyes, look 
your last. 

Arms, take your last embrace. And, lips, 
you 

The doors of breath, seal with a righteous 
kiss 

A dateless bargain to engrossing death ! 115 
Come, bitter conduct, come, unsavour>" 
guide. 

Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on 
The dashing rocks thy sea-sick weary hark. 
Here’s to my love ! [Drinks] O true apothe¬ 
cary ! 1U> 

Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die. 

fFa//s. 

Enter Friar LAWRiiNCt:, with lantern, crou’, 
and spade. 

Fri. L. Saint Francis be my speed 1 How 
oft to-night 

Have my old feet stumbled at graves I 
Who’s there ? 

Bal. Here’s one, a friend, and one that 
knows you wdl. 

Fri. L. Bliss be upon you ! Tell me, good 
my friend, 

What torch is yond that vainly lends his 
light 125 

To grubs and eyeless skulls ? As I discern, 
It burneth in the Capels’ monument. 

Bal. It doth so, holy sir ; and there’s my 
master, 

One that you love. 

Fri. L. Who is it ? 

Bal. Romeo. 

Fri. L. How long hath he been there ? 

Bal. Full half an hour. 

Fri. L, Go with me to the vault. 

Bal. I dare not, sir. 131 

My master knows not but I am gone 
hence, 

And fearfully did menace me with death. 

If I did stay to look on his intents. 

Fri. L. Stay, then, I’ll go alone; fear 
comes upon me ; 133 

O, much I fear some ill unthrifty thing. 

Bal. As I did sleep under this yew tree 
here, 

I dreamt my master and another fought, 
And that my master slew him. 

Fri. L. Romeo! 

Alack, alack, what blood is this which 
stains 140 

The stony entrance of this sepulchre ? 
What mean these masterless and gory 
swords 

To lie discoloured by this place of peace ? 

[Enters the tomb* 
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Scene 3] 


Romeo ! O, pale ! Who else ? What, Paris 
too ? 

And steep'd in blood ? Ah, what an unkind 
hour m5 

Is guilty of this lamentable chance ! 

The lady stirs. [Juliet wakes, 

JuL O comfortable friar! Where isvny 
lord ? 

I do remember well where I should be, 
And there I am. Where is my Romeo ? no 
[Noise within, 

FrL L. 1 hear some noise. Lady, come 
from that nest 

Of death, contagion, and unnatural sleep ; 
A greater power than we can contradict 
Hath thwarted our intents. Come, come 
away; T^t 

Thy husband in thy bosom there lies dead ; 
And Paris too. Come, I'll dispose of thee 
Among a sisterhood of holy nuns. 

Stay not to question, for the watch is 
coming; 

Come, go, good Juliet. 1 dare no longer 
stay. 

JuL Go, get thee hence, for 1 will not 
away. Friar Lawretue. 

What’s here ? A cup, clos'd in my true 
love’s hand ? 

Poison, 1 sec, hath been his timeless end. 

O churl! drunk all, and left no friendly 
drop 

To help me after ? 1 will kiss thy lips ; 
Haply some poison yet doth hang on them, 
To make me die with a restorative. n>(> 

[Kisses him. 

Thy lips are warm. 

1 Watch. [Within] Lead, boy. Which 
way ? 

Jid. Yea, noise ? Then I'll be brief. O 
happy dagger! 

[Snatching Romeo*s daf>f^er. 
This is thy sheath ; there rust, and let me 
die. 

[She siahs herself and falls on Romeo*s 
body. 

Enter Watch, with Paris*s Page. 

Page. This is the place ; there, where the 
torch doth burn. 

1 Watch. The ground is bloody ; search 
about the churchyard. 

Go, some of you, whoe’er you find attach. 

[E.reiint some of the Watch. 
Pitiful sight I here lies the County slain; 
And Juliet blt'cding, warm, and newly dead. 
Who here hath lain thi? two days buried. 
Go, tell the Prince; run to the Capulets ; 
Raise up the Montagues; some others 
search. [Exeunt others of the Watch. 
We see the ground whereon these woes do 
lie; 

But the true ground of all these piteous 
woes XT9 

We cannot without circumstance descry. 


Reenter some of the Watch with Balthasar. 

2 Watch. Here’s Romeo's man ; we found 

him in the churchyard. 

1 Watch, Hold him in safety till the 
Prince come hither. 

Re-enter Friar LAWRiiNCK and another 
Watchman. 

3 Watch. Here is a friar that trembles, 

sighs, and weeps ; 

We took this mattock and this spade from 
him, 

As he was coming from this churchyard’s 
side. iS;> 

1 Watch. A great suspicion ; stay the 
friar too. 

Enter the Princl and Attendants, 

Prince.. What misadventure is so early up. 
That calls our person from our morning 
rest ? 

Enter Capulet, Lady Capulet, and Others. 

Cap. W’hat should it be that is so shriek’d 
abroad ? 

Lady C. Tlie people in the street cry 
* Romeo’, loo 

Some * Juliet ’ and some ’ Paris ’; and all 
run, 

With open outcry, toward our monument. 

Prince. What fear is this which startle.s 
in our ears ? 

1 Watch. Sovereign, here lies the County 
Paris slain ; ( wi 

And Romeo dead ; and Juliet, dead before, 
Warm and new- kill'd. 

Prince. Search, sock, and know how this 
foul murder comes. 

1 Watch. Here is a friar, and slaughter’d 
Romeo's man, 

With instruments upon them fit to open 
These dead men’s tombs. 

Cap. O heavens ! O wife, look how our 
daughter bleeds ! 

This dagger hath mista’en, for, lo, his house 
Is empty on the back of Montague, 

And it mis-sheathed in my daughter’s 
bosom. 

Lady C. O me I this sight of death is as a 
bell -03 

'Fhat warns my old age to a sepulchre. 

Enter Montague and Others. 

Prince. Como, Montague, for thou art 
early up 

To see thy son and heir more early down. 

Mon. Alas, my liege, my wife is dead 
to-night; 

Grief of my son’s exile hath stopp’d her 
breath. cio 

What further w^oe conspires against mine 
age ? 

Prince. Look, and thou shalt see. 
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Mon. O thou untaught! what manners 
is in this, 

To press before thy father to a grave ? 

Prince. Seal up the mouth of outrage for 
a while, 2^5 

Till we can clear these ambiguities, 

And know their spring, their head, their 
true descent; 

And then will I be general of your woes. 
And lead you even to death. Meantime 
forbear, 

And let mischance be slave to patience. 220 
Bring forth the parties of suspicion. 

Fri. L. I am the greatest, able to do least, 
Yet most suspected, as the time and place 
Doth make against me, of this direful 
murder ; 

And here I stand, both to impeach and 
purge 225 

Myself condemned and myself excus’d. 

Prince. Then say at once what thou dost 
know in this. 

Fri, L. 1 will be brief, for my short date 
of breath 

Is not so long as is a tedious tale. 

Romeo, there dead, was husband to that 
Juliet; 23*' 

And she, there dead, that Romeo’s faithful 
wife. 

I married them ; and their stoTn marriage- 
day 

Was Tybalt’s doomsday, whose untimely 
death 

Banish’d the new-made bridegroom from 
this city ; 231 

For whom, and not for Tybalt, Juliet pin’d. 
You, to remove that siege of grief from 
her, 

Betroth’d, and would have married her 
perforce, 

To County Paris. Then comes she to me, 
And with wild looks bid me devise some 
mean 

To rid her from this second marriage, 240 
Or in my cell there would she kill herself. 
Then gave I her, so tutor’d by my art, 

A sleejjing potion ; which so took effect 
As 1 intended, for it wrought on her 
The form of death. Meantime I writ to 
Romeo 243 

That he should hither come as this dire 
night 

To help to take her from her borrowed 
grave. 

Being the time the potion’s force should 
cease. 248 

But he which bore my letter, Friar John, 
Was stay’d by accident, and yesternight 
Return’d my letter back. Then all alone 
At the prefixed hour of her waking 252 

Came I to take her from her kindred's vault; 

Meaning to keep her closely at my cell 
Till I conveniently could send to Romeo. 
But when 1 came, some minute ere the time 
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Of her awakening, here untimely lay 257 
The noble Paris and true Romeo dead. 

She wakes ; and 1 entreated her come forth, 
And bear this work of heaven with patience. 
But then a noise did scare me from the 
tomb, 2b I 

And she, too desperate, would not go with 
me. 

But, as it seems, did violence on herself. 
All this I know, and to tlie marriage 
Her nurse is privy ; and if ought in this 265 
Miscarried by my fault, let my old life 
Be sacrific’d, some hour before his time. 
Unto the rigour of severest law. 

Prince. We still have known thee for a 
holy man. 

Where’s Romeo’s man ? What can he say 
to this ? 270 

Bal. 1 brought my master news of Juliet’s 
death; 

And then in post he came from Mantua 
To this same place, to this same monument. 
This letter he early bid me give his father ; 
And threat'ncd me with death, going in the 
vault, 275 

If I departed not and left him there. 

Prince. Give me the letter, I will look on 
it. 

Where is the County’s page that rais’d the 
watch ? 

Sirrah, what made your master in this 
place ? 

Page, He came with flowers to strew his 
lady’s grave ; 2S0 

And bid me stand aloof, and so 1 did. 
Anon comes one with light to ope the 
tomb; 

And by and by my master drew on him ; 
And then I ran away to call the watch. 

Prince, This letter doth make good the 
friar’s words, 2S5 

Their course of love, the tidings of her 
death ; 

And here he writes that he did buy a poison 
Of a poor pothecary, and therewithal 
Came to this vault to die, and Ue with 
Juliet. 

Where be these enemies ? Capulet, 
Montague, 290 

See what a scourge is laid upon your hate, 
i'hat heaven finds means to kili your joys 
with love I 

And 1, for winking at your discords too. 
Have lost a brace of kinsmen. All are 
punish’d. 

Cap, O brother Montague, give me thy 
hand. 293 

This is my daughter’s jointure, for no more 
Can 1 demand. 

Mon. But I can give thee more; 
For 1 will raise her statue in pure gold, 
That whiles Verona by that name is known, 
There shall no figure at such rate be set 300 
As that of true and faithful Juliet* 



Scene 3] 

Cap, As rich shall Romeo’s by his lady’s 
lie— 

Poor sacrifices of our enmity ! 

Prince. A glooming peace this morning 
with it brings ; 3o^ 

Ihe sun for sorrow will not show his head. 


ROMEO AND JULIET 

Go hence, to have more talk of these sad 
things ; 

Some shall be pardon’d and some punished; 
For never was a story of more woe 
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo. 309 

[Exewnh 
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TIMON OF ATHENS 


DRAMATIS PERSON/li 


Timon of Athens. 

Lucil'S, ] 

LucLXLrs, ' flattering lords. 
SemproniusJ 

Vkntidius, one of Timon's false friends, 
Alcibi\des, an Athenian captain. 
Apemantits, a churlish philosopher. 
Flavius, steward to Timon. 

Flaminius, 'X 

Lucilius, - Timon's servants. 

Servilius, I 

Caphis, ] 


Philotus, 

Titus, 

Hortensius, 

Poet. 


servants to Timon*s creditors. 


Painter. 

Jeweller. 

Merchant. 

Mercer. 

An Old Athenian. 

Three Strangers. 

A Page. 

A Fool. 

tImaTora, } Alcibiades. 

SuTons, 

Lords, Senators, Otficers, Soldiers, Ser¬ 
vants, Thieves, and Attendants. 


The Scene : Athens and the nei^hhouring woods. 


ACT ONE 

Scene 1 . Athens. Timon*s house. 

Enter Poet, Painter, Jeweller, Merchant, 
and Mercer, at several doors. 

Poet. Good day, sir. 

Pain, I am glad y’arc well. 

Poet. I have not seen you long; how 
goes the world ? 

Pain. It wears, sir, as it grows. 

Poet. Ay, that's well known. 

But what particular rarity ? What strange. 

Which manifold record not matches ? See, 

Magic of bounty, all these spirits thy power 

Hath conjur'd to attend ! I know the 
merchant. 

Pain. I know them both ; th’ other’s a 
jeweller. 

Mcr. O, 'tis a worthy lord ! 

Jew. Nay, that’s most fix’d. 

Mer. A most incomparable man; 
breath'd, as it were. 

To an untirable and continuate goodness, 

He passes. 

Jew. 1 have a jewel here— 

Mer. O, pray let's sec't. For the Lord 
Timon, sir ? 

Jew. If he will touch the estimate. But 
for that— 

Poet. When we for recompense have 
prais'd the vile, 

It stains the glory in that happy verse i; 

Which aptly sings the good. 

Mer. [Looking at the jetvel] 'Tis a good 
form. 

Jew. And rich. Here is a water, look ye. 
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Pain. Yoti arc rapt, sir, in some work, 
some dedication 21 

To the great lord. 

Poet. A thing slipp'd idly from me. 
Our poesy is as a gurn, w'hich oozes 
From whence 'tis nourish'd. The fire i' th' 
flint 

Shows not till it be struck : our gentle 
flame 25 

Provokes itself, and like the current flies 
Each bound it chafes. What have you 
there ? 

Pain. A picture, sir. When comes your 
book forth ? 

Poet. Upon the heels of my presentment, 
sir. 

Let's see your piece. 

Pain. 'Tis a good piece. 30 

Poet. So 'tis; this conies ofl well and 
excellent. 

Pain. Indifferent. 

Poet. Admirable. How this grace 

Speaks his own standing ! What a mental 
power 

This eye shoots forth I How big imagina¬ 
tion 35 

Moves in this lip ! To Ih' dumbness of the 
gesture 

One might interpret. 

Pain. It is a pretty mocking of the life. 
Here is a touch ; is't good ? 

Poet. I will say of it 

It tutors nature. Artificial strife 40 

Lives in these touches, livelier than life. 

Enter certain Senators, and pass over. 

Pain. How tliis lord is followed I 
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Poet. The senators of Athens—happy 
man! 

Pain* Look, moe I 

Poet. You see this confluence, this great 
flood of visitors. 4f> 

I have in this rough work shap’d out a 
man 

Whom this beneatJh world doth embrace 
and hug 

With amplest entertainment. My free drift 
Halts not particularly, but moves itself 
In a wide sea of tax. No ievcll’d malice 50 
Infects one comma in the course 1 hold. 
But flics an eagle flight, bold and forth on. 
Leaving no tract behind. 

Pain* How shall I understand you ? 

Poet. I will unbolt to you. 

You see how all conditions, how all 
minds— 55 

As well of glib and slipp’ry creatures as 
Of grave and austere quality, tender down 
Their services to Lord Timon. His large 
fortune, 

Upon his good and gracious nature hanging. 
Subdues and properties to his love and 
tendance oo 

All sorts of hearts ; v'ca, from the glass- 
fac'd flatterer 

To Apemantus, that few things loves better 
Than to abhor himself; even he drops 
down 

The knee before him, and returns in peace 
Most rich in Timon’s nod. 

Pain* I saw them speak together. 65 

Pod* Sir, I have upon a high and pleasant 
hill 

Feign’d Fortune to be thron’d. The base o’ 
th’ mount 

Is rank’d with all deserts, all kind of 
natures 

That labour on the bosom of this sphere 
To propagate their states. Amongst them 
all 70 

Whose eyes are on this sovereign lady fix’d 
One do I personate of Lord Timon’s frame. 
Whom Fortune with her ivory hand wafts 
to her; 

Whose present grace to present slaves and 
servants 

Translates his rivals. 

Pain* *Tis conceiv’d to scope. 75 

This throne, this Fortune, and this hill, 
methinks. 

With one man beckon'd from the rest 
below. 

Bowing his head against the steepy mount 
To climb his happiness, would be well 
express’d 
In our condition. 

Poet. Nay, sir, but hear me on. f..> 

All those which were his fellows but of 
late— 

Some better than his value—on the 
moment 


Follow his strides, his lobbies fill with 
tendance, 

Rain sacrificial whisperings in his ear, 
Make sacred even his stirrup, and through 
him 

Drink the free air. 

Pain. Ay, marry, what of these ? 

Poet. When Fortune in her shift and 
change of mood 

Spurns down her late beloved, all his 
dependants. 

Which labour’d after him to the mountain’s 
top 

Even on their knees and hands, let him slip 
down, <)o 

Not one accompanying his declining foot. 
Pain* ’l is common. 

A thousand moral paintings 1 can show 
That sliall demonstrate these quick blows 
of Fortune’s 

More pregnantly than words. Yet you do 
well 95 

To show Lord Timon that mean eyes havs 
seen 

The foot above the head. 

Trumpets sound. Enter Timon, addressing 
himself courteously to every suitor, a 
Messenger from Ventidius talking with 
him; Lucilius and other Servants 
following. 

Tim* Imprison’d is he, say you ? 

Mess. Ay, my good lord. Five talents is 
his debt; 

liis means most short, his creditors most 
strait. 

Your honourable letter he desires loo 

To those have shut him up ; which failing, 
Periods his comfort. 

Tim. Noble Ventidius ! Well. 

I am not of that feather to shake oft 
My friend when he must need me. I do 
know him 

A gentleman that well deserves a help, ^>5 
Which he shall have. I’ll pay the debt, and 
free him. 

Mess. Your lordship ever binds him. 
Tim. Commend me to liim; 1 will send 
his ransom ; 

And being enfranchis’d, bid him come to 
me. 

'Tis not enough to help the feeble up, nn 
But to support him after. Fare you well. 
M \ss. All happiness to your honour I 

tHxih 

Enter an Old Athenian. 

Old Ath* Lord Timon, hear me speak. 
Tim. Freely, good father. 

Old Ath. Thou hast a serxant nam’d 
Lucilius. 

Tim. I have so ; what of him ? 115 

Old Ath. Most noble Timon, call the man 
before thee. 
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Tim. Attends he here, or no ? Lucilius ! 

Luc, Here, at your lordship's service. 

Old Ath, This fellow here, Lord Timon, 
this thy creature, ny 

By nigjht frequents my house. I am a man 
That from my first have been inclin'd to 
thrift. 

And my estate deserves an heir more rais'd 
Thau one which holds a trencher. 

Tim. Well: what further ? 

Old Ath. One only daughter have I, no 
kin else. 

On whom I may confer what 1 have got. 1^5 
The maid is fair, o’ th’ youngest for a 
bride, 

And I have bred her at my dearest cost 
In qualities of the best. This man of thine 
Attempts her love ; I prithee, noble lord. 
Join with me to forbid him her resort; j.v 
Myself have spoke in vain. 

Tim. The man is honest. 

Old Ath. Therefore he will be, Timon. 

His honesty rewards him in itself; 

It must not bear my daughter. 

Tim. Does she love him ? 

Old Ath. She is young and apt: iss 

Our own precedent passions do instruct us 
What levity's in youth. 

Tim. Love you the maid ? 

Luc. Ay, my good lord, and she accepts 
of it. 

Old Ath. If in her marriage my consent be 
missing, 

1 call the gods to witness I will choose 
Mine heir from forth the beggars of the 
world. 

And dispossess her all. 

Tim. How shall she be endow'd. 

If she be mated with an equal husband ? 

Old Ath. Three talents on the present; in 
future, all. 

Tim. This gentleman of mine hath serv’d 
me long; 

To build his fortune I will strain a little, nr, 
For 'tis a bond in men. Give him thy 
daughter; 

What you bestow, in him I’ll counteri^oise, 
And make him w^igh with her. 

Old Ath. Most noble lord. 

Pawn me to this your honour, she is his. 

Tim. My hand to thee ; mine honour on 
my promise. 

Luc. Humbly I thank your lordship. 
Never may 

That state or fortune fall into my keeping 
Which is not owed to you ! 

[Exeimt Lucilius and Old Athenian. 

Poet. [Presenting his poem] Vouchsafe 
my labour, and long live your 
lordship! 155 

Tim. I thank you ; you shall hear from 
me anon; 

Go not away. What have you there, my 
friend ? 


[Act 1 

Pain. A piece of painting, which I do 
beseech 

Your lordship to accept. 

Tim. Painting is welcome. 

The painting is almost the natural man ; 160 
For since dishonour traflics with man’s 
nature, 

He is but outside; these pcncill’d figures 
are 

Even such as they give out. I like your 
work, 

And you shall find I like it; w'ait attend¬ 
ance 

Till you hear further from me. 

Pain. The gods preserve ye ! i<>.s 

Tim. Well fare you, gentleman. Give me 
your hand ; 

We must needs dine together. Sir, your 
jewel 

Hath suffered under praise. 

Jew. What, my lord ! Dispraise ? 

Tim. A mere satiety of commendations ; 
If 1 should pay you for't as 'tis extoU’d, 170 
It would unclew me quite. 

Jew. My lord, 'tis rated 

As those which sell would give; but you 
well know 

Things of like value, differing in the owners, 
Are prized by their masters. Believe’t, dear 
lord, 

You mend the jewel by the wearing it. 175 
Tim. Well mock'd. 

Ewfer Apemantus. 

Mer. No, my good lord; he speaks the 
common tongue, 

Which all men speak with him. 

Tim. Look who comes here ; will you be 
chid ? 

Jew. We’ll bear, with your lordship. 
Mer. He’ll spare none. 

Tim. Good morrow to thee, gentle Ape¬ 
mantus ! j 8 i 

A pern. Till 1 be gentle, stay thou for thy 
good morrow; 

When thou art Timon's dog, and these 
knaves honest. 

Tim. Why dost thou call them knaves ? 

Thou know'st them not. 

Apem. Arc they not Athenians ? 185 

Tim. Yes. 

Apem. Then I repent not. 

Jew. You know me, Apemantus ? 

Apem. Thou know’st 1 do ; I call'd thee 
by thy name. 

Tim. Thou art proud, Apemantus. igo 
Apem. Of nothing so much as that I am 
not like Timon. 

Tim. Whither art going ? 

Apem. To knock out an honest Athen¬ 
ian's brains. 

Tim. That's a deed thou't die for. 195 
Apem. Right, if doing nothing be death 
by th' law. 
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Scene 1] 

Tim* How lik'st thou this picture, Ape- 
mantus ? 

Apem, The best, for the innocence. 

Tim. Wrought he not well that painted it? 
Apem, He wrought better that made the 
painter ; and yet he’s but a filthy piece of 
work. 

Pain, Y'are a dog. 

Apem. Thy mother's of my generation; 
what’s she, if 1 be a dog ? 

Tim. Wilt dine with me, Apemantus ? 
Apem, No ; 1 eat not lords. soo 

Tim, An thou shouldst, thou'dst anger 
ladies. 

Apem, O, they eat lords ; so they come 
by great bellies. 

Tim, That's a lascivious apprehension. 
Apem, So thou apprehend'st it take it 
for thy labour, 21 t 

Tim. How dost thou like this jewel, 
Apemantus ? 

Apem, Not so well as plain dealing, which 
will not cost a man a doit. 214 

Tim, What tiost thou think ’tis worth ? 
Apem. Not worth my thinking. How 

now% poet! 

Poet. How now, philosopher I 
Apem. Thou liest. 

Poet, Art not one ? 

Apem. Yes. 220 

Poet. Then I lie not. 

Apem. Art not a poet ? 

Poet. Yes, 

Apem. Then thou licst. Look in thy last 
work, v/here thou hast feign'd him a w orthy 
fellow. 2-5 

Poet. That’s not feign’d—he is so. 

Apem. Yes, he is worthy of thee, and to 
pay thee for thy labour. He that loves to 
be flattered is worthy o’ th’ flatterer. 
Heavens, that I were a lord ! 2../ 

Tim. What wouldst do then, Apemantus? 
Apem. E'en as Apemantus does now: 
hate a lord with my heart. 

Tim. What, thyself? 

Apem. Ay. 

Tim. Wherefore ? 235 

Apem. That I had no angry wit to be a 
lord.—Art not thou a merchant ? 

Mer. Ay Apemantus. 

Apem, Traffic confound thee, if the gods 
will not! 

Mer. If traffic do it, the gods do it. 21-j 
Apem, Traffic’s thy god, and thy god 
cpnfoimd thee 1 

Trumpet sounds. Enter a Messenger. 

Tim. What trumpet’s that ? 

Mess. 'Tis Alcibiades, and some twenty 
horse, 

All of companionship. 

Tim. Pray entertain them; give them 
guide to us. 

[Exeunt some Attendants, 


You must needs dine with me. Go not you 
hence 246 

Till I have thank'd you. When dinner's 
done 

Show me this piece. I am joyful of your 
sights. 

Enter Alcibiades, with the rest. 

Most welcome, sir I [They salute. 

Apem. So, so, there ! 

Aches contract and starve your supple 
joints! 250 

lhat there should be small love amongst 
these sweet knaves, 

And all this courtesy ! The strain of man's 
bred out 

Into baboon and monkey. 

Atcib. Sir, you have sav'd my longing, 
and I feed 

Most hungerly on your sight. 

Tim. Right welcome, sir I 

Ere we depart we’ll share a bounteous time 
In different pleasures. Pray you, let us in. 

[Exeunt all but Apemantus. 

Enter two Lords. 

1 Lord. What time o’ day is't, Ape¬ 
mantus ? 

Apem. Time to be honest. 

1 Lord. That time serves still. £<.o 

.Apem. The more accursed thou that still 

omit’st it. 

2 Lord. Thou art going to Lord Timon's 
feast. 

Apem. Ay ; to see meat fill knaves and 
wine heat fools. 

2 Lord. Fare thee well, fare thee well. 
Apem, Thou art a fool to bid me farewell 
tw’ice. 

2 Lord, Why, Apemantus ? 

Apem. Shouldst have kept one to thyself, 
for I mean to give thee none, 

1 Lord. Hang thyself. 260 

Apem. No, 1 will do nothing at thy 

bidding ; make thy requests to thy friend. 

2 Lord. Away, unpeaccable dog, or I’ll 
spurn thee hence. 

Apem. I w ill fly, like a dog, the heels o' 
th' ass. [Exit, 

1 Lord. He’s opposite to humanity. 

Come, shall we in 275 

And taste Lord Timon's bounty ? He out¬ 
goes 

The very heart of kindness. 

2 Lord. He pours it out: Plutus, the god 

of gold, 

Is but his steward ; no meed but he repays 
Sevenfold above itself ; no gift to him 2S0 
But breeds the giver a return exceeding 
All use of quittance. 

1 Lord, The noblest mind he carries 
That ever govern'd man. 

2 Lord. Long may he live in fortunes! 

Shall we in ? 284 
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1 Lord, ril keep you company. [Exeunt, 

SCENK n. A room of state in Timon's house. 

Hautboys playing loud music, A great 
banquet serv'd in ; Flavius and Others 
attending ; and theyi enter Lord 1 imon, 
the States, the Athenian Lords, Ventid- 
lus, which Timon redeem'd from prison. 
Then comes, dropping after all, Aph- 
MANTUS, discontentedly, like himself. 

Ven. MOvSt honoured Timon, 

It hath pleas’d the gods to remember my 
father’s age, 

And call him to long peace. 

He is gone happy, and has loft me rich. 
Then, as in grateful virtue I am bound 
To your free heart, I do return those talents, 
Doubled with thanks and service, from 
whose help 
I deriv’d liberty. 

Tim. O, by no means. 

Honest Ventidius! You mistake my love; 
I gave it freely ever ; and there's none jo 
C an truly say he gives, if he receives. 

If our betters play at that game, we must 
not dare 

To imitate them: faults that are rich arc fair. 
Ven, A noble spirit! 

Tim. Nay, my lords, ceremony was bui 
devis’d at first 

To set a gloss on faint deeds, hollow 
welcomes, 

Recanting goodness, sorry ere ’tis shown ; 
But where there is true friendship there 
needs none. 

Pray, sit; more welcome are ye to my 
fortunes 

Than my fortunes to me. [They sit 20 
1 Lord. My lord, we always have con¬ 
fess’d it. 

Apem. Ho, ho, confess’d it 1 Hang’d it, 
have you not ? 

Tim. O, Apemantus, you are welcome. 
Apem. No; 

You shall not make me w^elcome. 2\ 

I come to have thee thrust me out of doors. 
Tim. Fic, th’art a churl; yc have got a 
humour there 

Does not become a man ; ’tis much to 
blame. 

They say, my lords, Ira furor bievis est; 
but yond man is ever angry. Go, let him 
have a table by himself; for he does 
neither affect company nor is he fit for't 
indeed. 3; 

Apem. Let me stay at thine apperil, 
Timon. 

I come to observe; I give thee warning 
on’t. 

Tim. I take no heed of thee. Th'art an 
Athenian, therefore welcome. I myself 
would have no power; prithee let my meat 
make thee silent. 36. 

944 


[Act 1 

Apem. 1 scorn thy meat; 'twould choke 
me, for I should ne’er flatter thee. O you 
gods, what a number of men cats Timon, 
and he sees ’em not! It grieves me to see 
so many dip their meat in one man’s blood ; 
and all the madness is, he cheers them up 

too. 41 

I wonder men dare trust themselves with 
men. 

Methinks they should iiu itc them without 
knives : 

Good for their meat and safer for their lives. 
There’s much example for’t; the fellow 
that sits next him now’, parts l*read with 
him, pledges the breatli of him in a divided 
draught, is the readiest man to kill him. 
’T has been proved. If I w’ere a huge man 
1 should fear to drink at meals, 

Lest they should spy my windpipe’s 
dangerous notes. .'i<^ 

Great men should drink with harness on 
their throats. 

Tim. My lord, in heart! and let the 
health go round. 

2 Lord. Let it flow' this way, my good 
lord. 

Apem. Flow this w'ay ! A brave fellow ! 
He keeps his tides well. Those healths will 
make thee and thy state look ill, limon. 
Here’s that which is too weak to be a 
sinner, honest water, wiiich ne’er left man 
i’ tlT mire. 

This and my food are equals; there’s no 
odds. 

Feasts arc too proud to give thanks to the 
gods. 

Apemantus' Grace. 

Immortal gods, I crave no pelf; Oo 
I pray for no man but myself. 

Grant I may ne\'er prove so fond 
To trust man on his oath or bond, 

Or a harlot for her weeping, 

Or a dog that seems a-sleeping, 65 

Or a keeper w ith my freedom, 

Or my friends, if I should need ’em. 
Amen. So fall to’t. 

Rich men sin, and I eat root. 

[Faks and drinks. 
Much good dich thy good heart, Ape- 
maiitus! 70 

Tim. Captain Alciblades, your heart’s in 
the field now, 

Alcib. My heart is ever at your service, 
my lord. 

Tim. You had rather be at a breakfast 
of enemies than a dinner of friends. 

Alcib. So they were bleeding new, my 
lord, there’s no meat like 'em ; I could wish 
my best friend at such a feast. 77 

Apem. Would all those flatterers were 
thine enemies then, that then thou mightst 
kill ’em, and bid me to ’em. 

1 Lord, Might we but have that happi- 
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Scene 2] 

ness, my lord, that you would once use our 
hearts, whereby we might express some 
part of our zeals, we should think ourselves 
for ever perfect. s 

Tim. C), no doubt, rny good friends, but 
the gods themselves have provided that I 
shall have much help from you. How had 
you been my friends else ? Why have you 
that charitable title from thousands, did 
not you chiefly belong to my heart ? I have 
told more of you to myself than you can 
w'ith modesty speak in your own behalf; 
and thus far I confirm you. O you gods, 
think I, what need we have any friends if 
we should ne’er have need of ’em ? They 
were the most needless creatures living, 
should we ne’er Iiavc use for ’em ; and 
would most resemble sweet instruments 
hung up in cases, that keep their sounds 
to themselves. Why, 1 have often wish'd 
myself poorer, that I might come nearer to 
you. We are born to do benehts ; and what 
better or properer can wc call our own than 
the riches of our friends ? O, what a 
precious comfort Tis to have so many like 
brothers commanding one another’s for¬ 
tunes ! O, joy’s e’en made away erc’t can 
be born ! Mine eyes cannot hold out water, 
methinks. To forget their faults, 1 drink 
to you. i-' v 

Apeni. Thou wcep’st to make them drink, 
Timon. 

2 Lord. Joy had the like conception in 

our eyes. 

And at that instant like a babe sprung up. 

A pern. Ho, ho ! 1 laugli to think that 
babe a bastard. to; 

3 Lord. 1 promise you, my lord, you 

mov’d me much. 

Apem, Much ! [Sound inckei. 

Tim. What means that trump ? 

Enfer a Servant. 

How now ? Tio 

Serf. Please you, my lord, there are 
certain ladies most desirous of admittance. 

Tim. Ladies ! What are their wills ? 

Serv. There comes with them a fore¬ 
runner, my lord, which bears that office 
to signify their pleasures. xis 

Tim. 1 pray let them be admitted. 

Enter Cupid. 

Cup, Hail to thee, worthy Timon, and 
to all 

That of his bounties taste ! The five best 
Senses 

Acknowledge thee their patron, and come 
freely uo 

To gratiUate thy plenteous bosom. Th' Ear, 
Taste, Touch, Smell, pleas'd from thy 
table rise; 

They only now come but to feast thine 
eyes. 


Tim. They're welcome all; let ’em have 
kind admittance. 

.Music, make their welcome. fExif Cupid. 
1 Lord. You see, my lord, how ample 
y’arc belov’d. 12:, 

Music. Re-enter Cupid, with a Masque of 
Ladies as Amazons, wUi lutes in their 
hands, dancing and playing. 

Apem. Hoy-day, what a sweep of vanily 
comes this w'ay ! 

They dance ? They are mad women. 

Like madness is the glory of this life. 

As this pomp shows to a little oil and root. 
Wc make ourselves fools to disport our¬ 
selves, I i.. 

And spend our flatteries to drink those men 
Dpon whose age we void it up again 
With poisonous spite and envy. 

Who 1 ves that’s not depraved or depraves ? 
Who dies that bears not one spurn to their 
graves 135 

Of their friends’ gift ? 

I should fear those that dance before me 
now 

Would one day stamp upon me. 'T has 
been done: 

Men shut their doors against a setting sun. 

The Lords rise from tabkr with much adoring 
of Timon ; and to show their Icnes, each 
single out an Amazon, end all dance, men 
with women, a lofty strain or two to the 
hautboys, and cease. 

Tim. You have done our pleasures much 
grace, fair ladies, 

Set a fair fasliion on our entertainment, 
Which was not half so beautiful at d kind ; 
You have added worth unto’t and lu t<,e, 
.And entertain'd me witii mine own device ; 
1 am to thank you for’t. 1.13 

1 Lady. My lord, you take us ev en at the 
best. 

Apem, Faith, for the worst is filthy, and 
would not hold taking, 1 doubt me, 

Tim. Ladies, there is an idle banquet 
attends you ; 

Please you to dispose yourselves. ir.o 

All Ladies. Most thankfully, my lord. 

[Exemd Cupid and Ladies, 

Tim, Flavius ! 

Flat'. My lord ? 

Tim. The little casket bring me hither. 
Flav. Yes, my lord. [Aside] More jewels 
yet 1 

There is no crossitig him iii’s humour, 155 
Else 1 should tell him—well i’ faith, I 
should— 

When all’s spent, he’d be cross’d then, an 
he could. 

’Tis pity bounty had not eyes behind. 

That man might ne’er be wretched for his 
mind. [Exii. 

1 Lord. Where be our men ? 160 
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Serv. Here, my lord, in readiness. 

2 Lord. Our horses I 

Re-enter Flavius, with the casket. 

Tim. O my friends, 

I have one word to say to you. Look you 
my good lord, 

I must entreat you honour me so much i6 
As to advance this jewel; accept it and 
wear it, 

Kind my lord. 

1 Lord. I am so far already in your gifts— 
All. So arc wc all. 

Enter a Servant. 

Serv. My lord, there are certain nobles of 
the Senate newly alighted and come to 
visit you. 

Tim. They are fairly welcome. 

[Exit Sermni. 

Flav. I beseech your honour, vouchsafe 
me a word ; it docs concern you near. 

Tim. Near! Why then, another time 
I’ll hear thee. I prithee let’s be provided 
to show them entertainment. 

Flav. [Aside] I scarce know how. 

Enter another Servant. 

2 Serv. May it please your honour. Lord 
Lucius, out of his free love, hath presented 
to you four milk-white horses, trapp’d in 
silver. 

Tim. I shall accept them fairly. Let the 
presents js 

Be worthily entertain’d. [Exi/ Servant. 

Enter a third Servant. 

How now I What news ? 

3 Serv. Please you, my lord, that honour¬ 

able gentleman, Lord Luculhis, entreats 
your company to-morrow to hunt with him 
and has sent your honour two brace of 
greyhounds. isr. 

Tim. I’ll hunt with him ; and let them 
be receiv’d. 

Not without fair reward. [Exit Servant. 

Flav. I Aside] What will this come to? 
He commands us to provide and give great 
gifts. 

And all out of an empty coffer ; 

Nor will he know his purse, or yield me this. 
To show him what a beggar his heart is, 
Being of no power to make his wishes gootl. 
His prom'ses fly sSo beyond his state lyi 
That what he speaks is all -n debt; he owes 
For ev’ry word. He is so kind that he now 
Pays interest for’t; his land's put to their 
books. 

Well, would I were gently put out of office 
Before 1 were forc'd out i 
Happier is he that has no friend to feed aoo 
Than such that do e’en enemies exceed. 

1 bleed inwardly for my lord. [Exit., 

Tim. You do yourselves much wrong; | 


[Act 1 

You bate too much of your own merits. 
Here, my lord, a trifle of our love. 

2 Lord. With more than common thanks 

I will receive it. 

3 Lord. O, he’s the very soul of bounty ! 
Tim. And now I remember, my lord, you 

gave good w^ords the other day of a bay 
courser 1 rode on. *Tis yours because you 
lik’d it. 210 

3 Lord. O, I beseech you pardon me, my 
lord, in that. 

Tim. You may take my word, my lord : 
I know' no man 

Can justly praise but what he docs affect. 
I weigh ray friend’s affection with mine 
own. 

ril tell you true; I'll call to you. sio 
All Lords. O, none so welcome I 
Tim. I take all and your several visita¬ 
tions 

So kind to heart 'tis not enough to give; 
Methinks I could deal kingdoms to my 
friends 220 

And ne’er be w?eary. Alcibiades, 

Thou art a soldier, therefore seldom rich. 

It comes in charity to thee; for all thy 
living 

Is ’mongst the dead, and all the lands thou 
hast 

Lie in a pitch'd field. 235 

Akib. Ay, defil’d land my lord. 

1 Lord. We are so virtuously bound— 
Tim. And so am I to you, 

2 Lord. So infinitely endear'd— 

Tim. All to you. Lights, more lights! 2;.o 
1 Lord. The best of happiness, honour, 
and fortunes, keep with you. Lord Timon ! 
Tim. Heady for his friends. 

f Exeunt all but Apemantus and Timon. 
Apem. What a coil's here ! 

Serving of becks and juttuig-out of 
bums ! 

I doubt whether their legs be worth the 
sums 333 

That are given for ’em. Friendship's full of 
dregs ; 

Methinks false hearts should never have 
sound legs. 

Thus honest fools lay out their wealth on 
curtsies. 

Tim. Now, Apemantus, if thou wert not 
sullen 

1 would be good to thee. 240 

Apem. No, I'll nothing; for if I should 
be brib’d too, there would be none left to 
rail upon thee, and then thou wouldst sin 
the faster. Thou giv'st so long, Timon, I 
fear me thou wilt give away thyself in 
paper shortly. What needs these feasts, 
pomps, and vainglories ? 245 

Tim. Nay, an you begin to rail on society 
once, 1 am sworn not to give regard to you. 
Farewell; and come with better music. 

{Exit. 
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Scene 2] 


Apem. So. Thou wilt not hear me now : 
thou Shalt not then. Til lock thy heaven 
from thee. 25.. 

O that men's ears should be 
To counsel deaf, but not to flattery I [Exit. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. A Senator’s house. 

Enter a Senator, with papers in his hand. 

Sen. And late, five thousand. To Varro 
and to Isidore 

He owes nine thousand ; besides my former 
sum. 

Which makes it five and twenty. Still in 
motion 

Of raging waste ? It cannot hold : it will not. 
If 1 want gold, steal but a beggar’s dog s 
And give it 'I imon, why, the dog coins gold. 
If I would sell my horse and buy twenty moe 
Better than he, why, give my horse to 
Timon, 

Ask nothing, give it him, it foals me 
straight, 

And able horses. No porter at his gate, 10 
But rather one that smiles and still invites 
All that pass by. It cannot hold ; no reason 
Can sound his state in safety. Caphis, ho! 
Caphis, 1 say! 

Enter Caphis. 

Cap. Here, sir; what is your pleasure ? 
Sen. Get on your cloak and haste you to 
Lord Timon ; i 

Importune him for my moneys ; be not 
ceas’d 

With slight denial, nor then silenc’d when 
’ Commend me to your master ’ and the cap 
Plays in the right hand, thus ; but tell him 
My uses cry to me, I must serve my turn =<> 
Out of mine own ; his days and times are 
past. 

And my reliances on his fracted dates 
Have smit my credit. I love and honour 
him. 

But must not break my back to heal his 
finger. 

Immediate are my needs, and my relief 
Must not be toss’d and turn’d to me in 
words, 

But find supply immediate. Get you gone ; 
Put on a most importunate aspect, 

A visage of demand ; for I do fear, 20 
When every feather sticks in his own wing, 
Lord Timon will be left a naked gull. 
Which flashes now a phccnix. Get you gone. 
Caph. I go, sir. 

Sen. Take the bonds along 

with you, 

And have the dates in compt. 

Caph. 1 will, sir. 

Sem Go. 35 

[Exeuni. 


Scene II. Before Timon’s house. 

Enter Flavius, Timon ’s steward, with many 
bills in his hand. 

Flav. No care, no stop I So senseless of 
expense 

That he wall neither know how to main¬ 
tain it 

Nor cease his flow of riot; takes no account 
How things go from him, nor resumes no 
care 

Of what is to continue. Never mind 5 
Was to be so unwise to be so kind. 

What shall be done ? He will not hear 
till feel. 

1 must be round with him. Now he comes 
from hunting. 

Fie, fie, fie, fie ! 

Enter Caphis, and the Servants of Isidore 
ami Varro. 

Caph. Good even, Varro. What, you come 
for money ? 1» 

V^ar. Serif. Is’t not your business too ? 
Caph. It is. And yours too, Isidore ? 
Isid. Serif. It is so. 

Caph. Would we were idl discharg'd ! i j 
Var. Serv. I fear it. 

Caph. Here comes the lord. 

Enter Timon and his Train, with 
Alchhades. 

Tim. So soon as dinner's done wc’II forth 
again. 

My Alcibiades.—With me ? What is your 
w ill ? 

Caph. My lord, here is a note of certain 
dues. 

Tim. Dues ! Whence arc you ? 

Caph. Of Athens here, my lord. 

Tim. Go to my steward. 21 

Caph. Please it your lordship, he hath put 
me off 

To the succcsiion of new days this month. 
My master is aw'ak’d by great occasion 
To call upon his own, and humbly prays 
you 

That with your other noble parts you’ll 
suit 

In giving him his right. 

Tim. Mine honest friend, 

I prithee but repair to me next morning. 
Caph. Nay, good my lord— 

Tim. Contain thyself, good friend. 
Var. Serv. One Varro’s servant, my good 
lord— 30 

Isid. Serv. From Isidore; he humbly 
prays your speedy payment— 

Caph. If you did kmm, my lord, my 
master’s wants— 

Var. Serv. ’Twas due on forfeiture, my 
lord, six weeks and past. 35 

Isid. Serv. Your steward puts me off, my 
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lord ; and I am sent expressly to your 
lordship. 

Tim. Give me breath. 

I do beseech you, good my lords, keep on; 
I’ll wait upon you instantly. 

[Exeunt Alcibiades and Lords. 
[To Flavius] Come hither. Pray you, .\c 
How goes the world that I am thus en- 
count’red 

With clamorous demands of date-broke 
bonds 

And the detention of long-since-due debts, 
Against my honour ? 

Flav. Please you. gentlemen. 

The time is unagreeable to this business. 4: 
Your importunacy cease till after dinner, 
That I may make his lordship understand 
Wherefore you are not paid. 

Tim. Do so, my friends. 

See them well entertain’d. [Pxii. 

Flav. Pray draw near. {Exit. 

Enter Apemantus and Fool. 

Caph. Stay, stay, here comes the fool 
with Apemantiis. Let’s ha' some sport with 
’em. 

Var. Serv. Hang him, he’ll abuse us 1 
Is id. Serv. A plague upon him, dog 1 
Var. Serv. How dost, fool ? ss 

Apem. Dost dialogue with thy shadow ? 
Var. Serv. I speak not to thee. 

Apem. No, 'tis to thyself. {To the Fool] 
Come away. 

Isid Serv. [To Var. Serv.] There’s the fool 
hangs on your back already. 

Apem. No, thou stand'st single; th’art 
not on him yet. 

Caph. Where’s the fool now ? 6; 

Apem. He last ask’d the question. Poor 
rogues and usurers' men! Bawds between 
gold and want! 

All Serv. What are we, Apemantus ? 
Apem. Asses. < 5 

All Serv. Why ? 

Apem. That you ask me what you are, 
and do not know' yourselves. Speak to ’em, 
fool. 

Fool. How do you, gentlemen ? 

All Serv. Gramercies, good fool. How 
does your mistress ? 71 

Fool. She’s e’en setting on w'ater to scald 
such chickens as you are. Would we could 
see you at Corinth ! 

Apem. Good! gramercy. 

Enter Page. 

Fool. Look you, here comes my mistress’ 
page. rr 

Page [To the Fool] Why, how now, 
Captain ? What do you in this wise com¬ 
pany ? How dost thou, Apemantus ? 

Apem. Would I had a rod in my mouth, 
that I might answer thee profitably ! 

Page. Prithee, Apemantus, read me the 
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superscription of these letters ; 1 know not 
which is which. ax 

Apem. Canst not read ? 

Page. No. 

Apem. There will little learning die, then, 
that day thou art hang’d. This is to Lord 
Timon ; this to Alcibiades. Go ; thou wast 
born a bastard, and thou’t die a bawd, a? 

Page. Thou wast whelp’d a dog, and thou 
Shalt famish a dog’s death. Answer not: 
I am gone. [Exi< Page. 

Apem. E’en so thou outnm’st grace. 
Fool, 1 will go with you to Lord Timon’s. 91 
Fool. Will you leave me there ? 

Apem. If Timon stay at home. You three 
serve three usurers ? 

A/1 Serv. Ay ; would they serv’d us ! 95 
Apem. So would I—as good a trick as 
ever hangman serv'd thief. 

Fool. Are you three usurers’ men ? 

All Serv. Ay, fool. 99 

Fool. I think no usurer hut has a fool to 
his servant. My mistress is one, and 1 am 
her fool. When men come to borrow of 
your masters, they approach sadly and go 
away merry ; but they enter my mistress' 
house merrily and go away sadly. The 
reason of this ? 

Var. Serv. I could render one. 105 

Apem. Do it then, that we may account 
thee a whoremaster and a knave ; which 
notwithstanding, thou shalt be no less 
esteemed. ich 

Var. Serv. What is a whoremaster fool ? 
Fool. A fool in good clothes, and some¬ 
thing like thee. 'Tis a spirit. Sometime 't 
appears like a lord *, sometime like a 
iawycr ; sometime like a philosopher, with 
two stones moe than’s artificial one. Fie is 
very often like a knight; and, generally, 
in all shapes that man goes up and down 
in from fourscore to thirteen, this spirit 
walks in, ns 

Var. Serv. Thou art not altogether a fool. 
Fool. Nor thou altogether a wise man. 
As much foolery as I have, so much wit 
thou lack'st. 

Apem. That answer might have become 
Apemantus. 

Var. Serv. Aside, aside ; here comes Lord 
Timon. 120 

Re-enter Timon and Flavius. 

Apem. Come with me, fool, come. 

Fool. I do not always follow lover, elder 
brother, and woman; sometime the 
philosopher. [Exeunt Apemantus and Fool, 
Flav Pray you walk near; I’ll speak 
with you anon. [Exeunt Servants. 
Tim. You make me marvel wherefore ere 
this time 125 

Had you not fully laid my state before me. 
That 1 might so have rated my expense 
As 1 had leave of means. 
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Scene 2] 

Flav. You would not hear me 

At many leisures 1 propos'd. 

Tim. Goto; 

Perchance some single vantages you took 
When my indisposition put you hack. 

And that unapt ness made your minister 
Thus to excuse yourself. 

Flav, O my good lord, 

At many times I brought in my accounts. 
Laid them before you ; you would throw 
tliem off i.v- 

And say you found them in m'ne honesty. 
When, for some trifling present, you have 
bid me 

Return so much, I have shook my head and 
wept; 

Yea, 'gainst th’ authority of manners, 
pray*d you j.v/ 

To hold your hand more close. 1 did endure 
Not seldom, nor no slight checks, when 1 
have 

Prompted you in the ebb of your estate 
And your great flow of debts. My lov'd 
lord, 

Though you hear now—too late !—yet 
now's a time : 

The greatest of your having lacks a half ns 
To pay your present debts. 

Tim. Let all my land be sold. 

Flav, 'Tis all engag'd, some forfeited and 
gone; 

And what remains wil* hardly stop the 
mouth 

Of present dues. The future comes apace ; 
What shall defend the interim ? And at 
length iM- 

How goes our reck'ning ? 

Tim. To Lacedfemon did my land extend. 

Flav, O my good lord, the world is but 
a word ; 

Were it all yours to give it in a breath. 
How quickly were it gone ! 

Tim. You tell me true. 15*. 

Flav. If you suspect my husbandry or 
falsehood, 

Cali me before th' exactest auditors 
And set me on the proof. So the gods bless 
me, 

When all our offices have been oppress'd 
With riotous feeders, when our vaults ha\'c 
wept itK! 

With drunken spilth of wine, when every 
room 

Hath blaz'd with lights and bray’d with 
minstrelsy, 

I have retir'd me to a wasteful cock 
And set mine eyes at flow% 

Tim. Prithee no more. 

Flav, * Heavens,* have 1 said ‘ the bounty 
of this lord ! 

How many prodigal bits have slaves and 
peasants iof» 

This night englutted! Who is not Lord 
Timon's ? 


What heart, head, sword, force, means, but 
is Lord Timon's ? 

Great Timon, noble, worthy, royal Timon!' 
Ah ! when the means are gone that buy 
this praise, 170 

The breath is gone whereof this praise is 
made. 

Feast-won, fast-lost; one cloud of winter 
show'rs. 

These flics are couch’d. 

Tim, Come, sermon me no further. 
No villa nous bounty yet hath pass’d my 
heart ; 

Unwisely, not ignobly, have I given. iv3 
Why dost thou weep 7 Canst thou the con¬ 
science lack 

To think 1 shall lack friends ? Secure thy 
heart: 

If 1 w^ould broach the vessels of my love, 
And try the argument of hearts by borrow¬ 
ing, I7<j 

Men and men's fortunes could 1 frankly use 
As 1 can bid thee speak. 

Flav, Assurance bless your thoug hts 1 

Tim. And, in some sort, these wants of 
mine arc crowm’d 

That 1 account them blessings ; lor by these 
Shall I try friends. You shall perceive how 
you 

Mistake my fortunes ; I am wealthy in my 
friends. 1H5 

Within there ! Flaminiiis ! Servilius ! 

Enter Flaminius, Servilius, and another 
Servant. 

Seriarits. My lord ! my lord I 

Tim. 1 will dispatch you severally—you 
to Lord Lucius ; to Lord Lucullus you ; I 
hunted with his honour to-day. You to 
Sempronius. Commend me to their loves ; 
and I am proud, say, that my occasions 
have found time to use ’em toward a supply 
of money. Let the request be fifty talents. 

Flam, As you have said, my lord. 

[Exeunf Servants. 

Flav. lAsidc] Lord Lucius and Lucullus? 
Humh! 195 

Tim. Go you, sir, to the senators, 

Of whom, even to the state's best health, 
1 have 

Deserv'd this hearing. Bid ’em send o' th* 
instant 

A thousand talents to me. 

Flav. I have been bold. 

For that 1 knew it the most general way, .:oa 
To them to use your signet and your name ; 
But they do shake their heads, and I am 
here 

No richer in return. 

Tim. Is’t true ? Can't be ? 

Flav. They answer, in a joint and 
corporate voice, 

That now they are at fall, want treasure, 
cannot 205 
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Do what they would, are sorry—you are 
honourable—- 

But yet they could have wish’d—they know 
not— 

Something hath been amiss— a. noble 
nature 

May catch a wrench—w^ould all were well!— 
'tis pity— 

And so, intenditig other serious matters, 2 
After distasteful looks, and these hard 
fractions. 

With certain half-caps and cold-moving 
nods. 

They froze me into silence. 

Tim. You gods, reward them ! 

Prithee, man, look checrly. These old 
fellows 211 

Have their ingratitude in them hereditary. 
Their blood is cak’d, ’tis cold, it seldom 
flows; 

*Tis lack of kindly warmth they are not 
kind; 

And nature, as it grows again toward earth. 
Is fashion’d for the journey dull and heav^. 
Go to Ventidius. Prithee be not sad, 220 
Thou art true and honest; ingeniously 1 
speak. 

No blame belongs to thee. Ventidius lately 
Buried his father, by whose death he’s 
stepp’d 

Into a great estate. When he was poor, 
Imprison’d, and in scarcity of friends, 225 
I clear’d him with five talents. Greet him 
from me, 

Bid him suppose some good necessity 
Touches his friend, which craves to be 
rememb’red 

With those five talents. That had, give’t 
these fellows 

To whom ’tis instant due. Nev’r speak or 
think 2y> 

That Timon's fortunes 'mong his friends 
can sink. 

Flav. 1 would I could not think it. 

That thought is bounty’s foe ; 

Being free itself, it thinks all others so. 

[Exeunt, 

ACT THREE 
Scene I. Lucullus' house, 

PXaminius waiting to speak with Lucullus, 
Enter a Seiv^ant to him, 

Serv, 1 have told my lord of you ; he is 
coming down to you. 

Flam, I thank you, sir. 

Enter Lucullus. 

Serv, Here’s my lord. 4 

Lucul, [Aside] One of Lord Timon’s men ? 
A gift, I warrant. Why, this hits right; I 
dreamt of a silver basin and ewer to-night— 
Flaminius, honest Flaminius, you are very 
respectively welcome, sir. Fill me some 
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wine. [Exit Servant] And how does that 
honourable, complete, free-hearted gentle¬ 
man of Athens, thy very bountiful good 
lord and master ? 11 

Flam, His health is well, sir. 

Lucul, 1 am right glad that his health 
is well, sir. And what hast thou there under 
thy cloak, pretty IHaminius ? j s 

Flam, Faith, nothing but an empty box, 
sir, which in my lord's behalf 1 come to 
entreat your honour to supply; who, 

having great and instant occasion to use 
fifty talents, hath sent to your lordship to 
furnish him, nothing doubting your present 
assistance therein. 2t> 

Lucul, La, la, la, la ! ’ Nothing doubting ’ 
says he ? Alas, good lord ! a noble gentle¬ 
man 'tis, if he would not keep so good a 
house. Many a time and often I ha’ din’d 
with him and told him on’t; and come 
again to supper to him of purpose to have 
him spend less ; and yet he would embrace 
no counsel, take no w arning by my coming. 
Every man has his fault, and honesty is 
his. I ha’ told him on’t, but 1 could ne’er 
get him from’t. 

Re-enter Servant, with wine. 

Serv, Please your lordship, here is the 
wine. 30 

Lucul. Flaminius, I have noted thee 
always wise. Here's to thee. 

Flam, Your lordship speaks your plea¬ 
sure. 

Lucul, I have observed thee always for 
a towardly prompt spirit, give thee thy 
due, and one that knows what belongs to 
reason, and canst use the time well, if the 
time use thee well. Good parts in thee. [To 
Servant] Get you gone, sirrah. |Ex?l 
Servant] Draw nearer, honest FTaminius. 
Thy lord's a bountiful gentleman; but 
thou art wise, and thou know’st well 
nough, although thou com’st to me, that 
this is no time to lend money, especially 
upon bare friendship without security. 
Here’s three solidares for thee. Good boy, 
winlc at me, and say thou saw’st me not. 
F’are thee well. 44 

Flam. Is’t possible the world should so 
much dififer, 

And we alive that liv’d ? Fly, damned 
baseness, 

To him that worships thee. 

[Throwing the money back, 
Lucul, Ha I Now I see thou art a fool, 
and fit for thy master. [Exit, 

Flam, May these add to the number that 
may scald thee I 50 

Let molten coin be thy damnation, 

Thou disease of a friend and not himself I 
Has friendship such a faint and milky heart 
"t turns in less than two nights ? O you 
gods, 
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Scene 1] 

1 feel my master's passion I This slave 55 
Unto his honour has my lord's meat in 
him ; 

Why should it thrive and turn to nutriment 
When he is turn'd to poison ? 

O, may diseases only work upon't! 

And when he's sick to death, let not that 
part of nature 60 

Which my lord paid for be of any power 
To expel sickness, but prolong his hour ! 

[Exit. 

Scene II. A public place. 

Enter Lucius, with three Strangers. 

Luc, Who, the Lord Timon ? He is my 
very good friend, and an honourable 
gentleman. 

1 Siran, We know him for no less, though 
we are but strangers to him. But 1 can tell 
you one thing, my lord, and which I hear 
from common rumours : now Lord Timon’s 
happy hours arc done and past, and his 
estate shrinks from him. 

Luc, Fie, no: do not believe it; he 
cannot want for money. 9 

2 Siran, But believe you this, my lord, 
that not long ago one of his men was with 
the Lord LucuUus to borrow so many 
talents; nay, urg'd extremely for't, and 
showed what necessity belong'd to't, and 
yet was denied. 

Luc, How ? 

2 Stran, 1 tell you, denied, my lord. 15 

Luc, What a strange case was that! 
Now', before the gods, I am a sham'd on’t. 
Denied that honourable man ! There was 
very little honour show^'d in’t. For my own 
part, 1 must needs confess I have received 
some small kindnesses from him, as money, 
plate, Jewels, and such-like trifles, nothing 
comparing to his; yet, had he mistook 
him and sent to me, I should ne'er have 
denied his occasion so many talents. 23 

Enter Servilius. 

Ser, Sec, by good hap, yonder's my lord ; 
I have sweat to see his honour.—My 
honour'd lord! 25 

Luc. Servilius ? You arc kindly met, sir. 
Fare thee well; commend me to thy 
honourable virtuous lord, my very ex¬ 
quisite friend. 28 

Ser, May it please your honour, my lord 
hath sent— 

Luc. Ha! What has he sent ? I am so 
much endeared to that lord; he's ever 
sending. How shall 1 thank him, think'st 
thou ? And what has he sent now ? 

Ser, Has only sent his present occasion 
now, my lord, requesting your lordship to 
supply his instant use with so many talents. 

Luc. I know his lordship is but merry 
with me; 3^> 

He cannot want fifty-five hundred talents. 


Ser, But in the mean time he wants 
less, my lord. 

If his occasion were not virtuous 
I should not urge it half so faithfully. 40 

Luc. Dost thou speak seriously, Servilius? 

Ser, Upon my soul ’tis true, sir. 

Luc. What a wicked beast was I to dls- 
furnish myself against such a good time, 
when I might ha' shown myself honourable! 
How unluckily it happ'ned that 1 should 
purchase the day before for a little part 
and undo a great deal of honour I Servilius, 
now before the gods, 1 am not able to do— 
the more beast, I say 1 1 was sending to 
use Lord Timon myself, these gentlemen 
can witness; but I would not for the 
wealth of Athens I had done’t now. Com¬ 
mend me bountifully to his good lordship, 
and I hope his honour will conceive the 
fairest of me, because I have no power to 
be kind. And tell him this from me: I count 
it one of my greatest atflictions, say, that 1 
cannot pleasure such an honourable 
gentleman. Good Servilius, will you be¬ 
friend me so far as to use mine own words 
to him ? 57 

Ser, Yes, sir, 1 shall. 

Luc. I’ll look you out a good turn, 
Servilius. lExit Servilius. 

True, as you said, Timon is shrunk indeed; 
And he (hat’s once denied will hardly speed. 

[Exit. 

1 Stran, Do you observe this, Hostilius 7 

2 Stran. Ay, too well. 

1 Stran. Why, this is the world's soul; 
and just of the same piece 
Is every flatterer's spirit. Who can call him 
his friend 

That dips in the same dish ? For, in my 
knowing, 05 

Timon has been this lord’s father, 

And kept his credit with his purse ; 
Supported his estate ; nay, Timon’s money 
Has paid his men their w'ages. He ne'er 
drinks 

But Timon’s silver treads upon his lip; ro 
And yet—O, see the monstrousness of man 
When he looks out inan ungrateful shape!— 
lie does deny him, in respect of his. 

What charitable men afford to beggars. 

3 Stran, Religion groans at it. 

1 S,ran, For mine own part, 

I never tasted Timon in my life, 76 

Nor came any of his bounties over me 
To mark me for his friend ; yet I protest, 
For his right noble mind, illustrious virtue. 
And honourable carriage, 80 

Had his necessity made use of me, 

I w'ould have put my wealth into donation. 
And the best half should have return'd to 

him, 83 

So much I love his heart. But I perceive 
Men must learn now with pity to dispense ; 
For policy sits above conscience. (Exeunt. 
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' Scene III. Sempronius* house. 

Enter Sempronius and a Servant of 
Timon's. 

Sem, Must he needs trouble me in't ? 
Hum ! *Bove all others ? 

He might have tried Lord Lucius or 
Lucullus; 

And now Ventidius is wealthy too. 

Whom he redeem’d from prison. All these 
Owe their estates unto him. 

Serv, My lord, 

They ha\'c all been touch’d and found base 
metal, for 

They have all denied him. 

Sent, How ! Have they denied him ? 
Has Ventidius and Luctillus denied him ? 
And docs he send to me ? Three ? Humh ! 
It shows but little love or judgment in him. 
Must I be his last refuge ? His friends, like 
physicians, 11 

Thrice give him over. Must I take th’ cure 
upon me ? 

Has much disgrac’d me in’t; I’m angry 
at him, 

That might have known my place. I see no 
sense for’t. 

But his occasions might have w'oo’d me 
first; 

For, in my conscience, I was the first man 
That e’er received gift from him. 

And does he think so backwardly of me now 
That rU requite it last ? No ; 

So it may prove an argument of laughter 2- 
To th’ rest, and I ’mongst lords be thought 
a fool. 

rd rather than the worth of thrice the sum 
Had sent to me first, but for my mind’s 
sake; 

I’d such a courage to do him good. But 
now return, 2.1 

And with their faint reply this answer join : 
Who bates mine honour shall not know my 
coin. iLxd. 

Serv, Excellent! Your lordship’s a goodly 
villain. The devil knew not what he did 
when he made man politic—he cross’d him¬ 
self by’t; and I cannot think but, in the 
end, the villainies of man will set him clear. 
How fairly this lord strives to appear foul! 
Takes virtuous copies to be wicked, like 
those that under hot ardent zeal would set 
whole realms on fire. 

Of such a nature is his politic love. 

This was my lord’s best hope ; now all are 
lied, 

Save only the gods. Now his friends arc 
dead, 

Doors that were ne'er acquainted with their 
wards 

Many a bounteous year must be employ’d 
Now to guard sure their master. 

And this is all a liberal course allows: 40 
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Who cannot keep his wealth must keep his 
house. [ExiL 

Scene IV. A fuill in Timon*s house. 

Enter two of Varrows Men, meeting Lucius* 
Servant, and Others, all being servants of 
Timon*s creditors, to wait for his coming 
out. Then enter Titus and Horiensius. 

1 Var, Scrv, Well met; good morrow, 
Titus and Hortensius. 

Tit, The like to you, kind Varro. 

Hor, Lucius! What, do we meet together ? 
Luc. Serv, Ay, and I think one business 
does command us all; for mine is money. 
Tit. So is theirs and ours. 6 

Enter Philotus. 

Luc. Serv. And Sir Philotus too ! 

Phi. Good day at once. 

Luc. Serv. Welcome, good brother, what 
do you think the hour ? 

Phi. Labouring for nine. 

Luc. Serv. So much ? 

Phi. Is not my lord seen yet ? 

Luc. Serv. Not yet. 

Phi. 1 wonder on’t; he was wont to shine 
at seven. 

Luc. Serv. Ay, but the days are wax’d 
shorter with him ; it 

You must consider that a prodigal course 
Is like the sun’s, but not like his recover¬ 
able. 

I fear 

’Tis deepest winter in Lord Timon's purse ; 
That is, one may reach deep enough and yet 
Find little. 

Phi. I am of your fear for that. 17 
Tit. I’ll show you how t’ observe a strange 
event. 

Your lord sends now for money. 

Hor. Most true, he does. 

Tit. And he wears jewels now of Timon’s 
gift, 20 

For which I wait for money, 

Hor. It is against my heart, 

Luc. Serv. Mark how strange it shows 
Timon in this should pay more than he 
owes; 

And e'en as if your lord should wear rich 
jewels 

And send for money for ’em. 25 

Hor. I’m weary of this charge, the gods 
can witness ; 

I know my lord hath spent of Timon’s 
wealth, 

And now ingratitude makes it worse than 
stealth. 

1 Var. Serv, Yes, mine’s three thousand 
crowns; what's yours ? 

Luc. Serv. Five thousand mine. 30 

1 Var. Serv. 'Tis much deep; and it 
should seem by th' sum 
Your master’s confidence was above mine, 



Scene 4] 

Else surely his had equalled. 

Enter Flaminius. 

Tit, One of Lord Timon's men, 

Luc, Serif. Flaminius ! Sir, a word. Pray, 
is my lord ready to come forth ? 3 '‘ 

Flam, No, indeed, he is not. 

Tit. We attend his lordship ; pray signify 
so much. 

Flam, I need not tell him that; he knows 
you are too diligent. [Eacih i * 

Enter Flavius, in a cloakt mufped. 

Luc. Serv. Ha ! Is not that his steward 
muflied so ? He goes away in a cloud. 
Call him, call him. 

Tit, Do you hear, sir ? 

2 Var. Serv. By your leave, sir. 4 ^ 

Flav, What do ye ask of me, my friend ? 
Tit, Wc wait for certain money here, sir. 
Flav, Ay, 

If money were as certain as your waiting, 
'Twere sure cnoiigli. 

Why then preferr’d vou not your sums and 
bills 

When your false masters eat of my lord's 
meat ? V) 

Then they could smile, and fawn upon his 
debts, 

And take down th' interest into their 

gluct'nous maws. 

You do yourselves but wrong to stir me up ; 
Let me pass quietly. 

Believe*t, my lord and 1 have made an end : 
1 have no more to reckon, he to spend. y> 
Luc. Serv. Ay, but this answer will not 
serve. 

Flav, If ’twill not serve, 'tis not so base 
as you. 

For you serve knaves. [Evh. 

1 Var, Serv, Howl What does his cashier’d 

worship mutter ? or 

2 Var. Serv, No matter wkat; he’s poor, 

and that’s revenge enough. Who can speak 
broader than he that has no house to put 
his head in ? Such may rail against great 
buildings. i;, 

Enter Servilius. 

Til. O, here’s Scrviiius ; now we shall 
know some answ'cr. 

Ser. If I migiit besetrch you, gentlemen, 
to repair some other hour, I should der.vj 
much from’t; for take’t of my soul, my 
lord leans wondrously to discontent. His 
comfortable temper has forsook him • he ‘ 
much out of health and keeps his chamber. 
Luc. Serv, Many do keep their chambers 
are not sick ; 

And if it be so far beyond his health. 
Methinks he should the sooner pay his 
debts, 7 .S 

And make a clear way to the gods, 

Ser, Good gods! 

Tit. We cannot take this for answer, sir. 
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Flam. [Within] Servilius, help ! My lord I 
my lord ! 

Enter Timon, in a rage, Flaminius 
following, 

Tim. What, are my doors oppos’d against 
my passage ? 

Have I been ever free, and must my house s, 
Be my retentive enemy, my gaol ? 

The place which 1 have feasted, does it now, 
Like all mankind, show me an iron heart ? 
Luc. Serv. Put in now, Titus. 

Tit. My lord, here is my bill. 85 

Luc. Serv. Here’s mine 
Hor. And mine, my lord. 

Both Var. Serv. And ours, my lord 
Piii. All our bills. 

Tim. Knock me dowm with ’em ; cleave 
me to the girdle. 

Luc. Serv. Alas, my lord— 91 

Tim. Cut my heart in sums. 

Tit. Mine, fifty talents. 

Tim. Tell out my blood. 

Luc. Serv. Five thousand crowns, my lord. 
Tim. Five thousand drops pays that. 
VVdiat yours ? and yours ? f/> 

1 Var. Serv. My lord— 

2 Var. Serv. My lord— 

Tim. Tear me, take me, and the gods fall 
upon you ! I Exit. 

Hor. Faith, 1 perceive our masters may 
throw their caps at their money. These 
debts may well be call’d desperate ones, 
for a madman owes ’em. [Exeunt. 

Re-enter Timon and Flavius. 

Tim. They have e'en put my breath from 
me, the slaves. 

Creditors ? Devils I iot> 

Flav. My dear lord— 

Tim. What if it should be so ? 

Flam. My lord— 

Tim. I’ll have it so. My steward ! no 
Flav. Here, my lord. 

Tim. So fitly ? Go, bid all my friends 
again : 

Lucius. Lucullus, and Sempronius—all. 

I’ll once more feast the rascals. 113 

Flav. O my lord, 

You only speak from your distracted soul ; 
There is not so much ieft to furnish out 
A moderate table. 

Tim. Be it not in thy care. 

Go, I charge thee, invite them all; let in 
the tide no 

Of knaves once more; my cook and I’ll 

provide. [Exeunt. 

Scene V. The Senate House, 

Enter three Senators at one door, Alcibiadhs 
meeting them, with Attendants. 

1 Sen, My lord, you have my voice to't; 
the fault’s bloody. 
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Tis necessary he should die : 

Nothing emboldens sin so much as mercy. 
2 Sen. Most true; the law shall bruise 
him. 

Alcib, Honour, health, and compassion, 
to the Senate I 

1 Sen. Now, Captain ? r. 

Alcib. I am an humble suitor to your 
virtues; 

For pity is the virtue of the law% 

And none but tyrants use it cruelly. 

It pleases time and fortune to lie heavy u) 
Upon a friend of mine, who in hot blood 
Hath stepp’d into the law, which is past 
depth 

To those that without heed do plunge 
into’t. 

He is a man, setting his fate aside, 

Of comely virtues ; 

Nor did he soil the fact with cowardice— 
An honour in him which buys out his 
fault— 

But with a noble fury and fair spirit, 
Seeing his reputation touch’d to death, 

He did oppose his foe ; 

And with such sober and unnoted passion 
He did behove his anger ere 'twas spent. 

As if he had but prov'd an argument. 

1 Sen. You undergo too strict a paradox. 
Striving to make an ugly deed look fair; 
Your words have took such pains as if they 
labour’d 

To bring manslaughter into form and set 
Quarrelling upon the head of valour; which, 
indeed. 

Is valour misbegot, and came into the 
world 

When sects and factions were newly born. 
He’s truly valiant that can wisely suffer 
The worst that man can breathe. 

And make his wrongs his outsides, 

To wear them like his raiment, carelessly. 
And ne’er prefer his injuries to his heart, 

To bring it into danger. 3*^ 

If wrongs be evils, and enforce us kill. 

What folly ’tis to hazard life for ill! 

Alcib. My lord— 

1 Sen. You cannot make gross sins look 
clear; 

To revenge is no valour, but to bear. 

Alcib. My lords, then, under favour, 
pardon me 4<> 

If I speak like a captain : 

Why do fond men expose themselves to 
battle, 

And not endure all threats ? Sleep upon’t. 
And let the foes quietly cut their throats, 
Without repugnancy ? If there be 4 5 
Such valour in the bearing, what make we 
Abroad ? Why, then, women are more 
valiant. 

That stay at home, if bearing carry it; 

And the ass more captain than the lion;; 
the fellow ! 


[Act 3 

Loaden with irons wiser than the judge, 5 > 
If wisdom be in suffering. O my lords, 
As you are great, be pitifully good. 

Who cannot condemn rashness in cold 
blood ? 

To kill, I grant, is sin’s extremest gust; 
But, in defence, by mercy, ’tis most just. >5 
To be in anger is impiety ; 

But who is man that is not angry ? 

Weigh but the crime with this. 

2 Sen. You breathe in vain. 

Alcib. In vain 1 His service done 

At Lacedaemon and Byzantium oo 

Were a sufficient briber for his life. 

1 Sen. What's that ? 

Alcib. Why, I say, my lords, has done 
fair service, 

And slain in fight many of your enemies ; 
How full of valour did he bear himself 
In the last conflict, and made plenteous 
wounds! 65 

2 Sen. He has made too much plenty 

with 'em. 

He’s a sworn rioter ; he has a sin that often 
Drowns him and takes his valour prisoner. 
If there were no foes, that w'ere enough 
To overcome him. In that beastly fury ro 
He has been known to commit outrages 
And cherish factions. 'Tis inferr’d to us 
His days are foul and his drink dangerous. 
1 Sen. He dies. 

Alcib. Hard fate 1 He might have died 
in war. 

My lords, if not for any parts in him— 75 
Though his right arm might purchase his 
own time, 

And be in debt to none—yet, more to move 
you, 

Take my deserts to his, and join ’em both ; 
And, for 1 know’ your reverend ages love 
Security, I'll pawn my victories, all feo 
My honours to you, upon his good returns. 
If by this crime he owes the law his life, 
Why, let the war receive’t in valiant gore ; 
For law is strict, and war is nothing more. 

1 Sen. We are for law ; he dies. Urge it 

no more 85 

On height of our displeasure. Friend or 
brother, 

He forfeits his own blood that spills an¬ 
other. 

Alcib. Must it be so ? It must not be. My 
lords, 

I do beseech you, know me. 

2 Sen. How I 90 

Alcib. Call me to your remembrances. 

3 Sen. What! 

Alcib. I cannot think but your age has 
forgot me; 

It could not else be I should prove $0 base 
To sue, and be dented such common grace. 
My wounds ache at you. 

1 Sen. Do you dare our anger ? 

Tis in few words, but spacious in effect: 97 
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Scene 5] 

We banish thee for ever. 

Alcib, Banish me I 

Banish your dotage ! Banish usury. 

That makes the Senate ugly. loo 

1 iicn. If after two days* shine Athens 
contain thee, 

Attend our weightier judgment. And, not 
to swell oiir spirit, 

He shall be executed presently. 

[Exeunt Senators, 
Alcih, Now the gods keep you old enough 
that you may live ioi 

Only in bone, that none may look on you ! 
Tm worse than mad ; 1 have kept back 
their foes. 

While they have told their money and let 
out 

Their coin upon large interest, I myself if s 
Rich only in large hurts. All those for 
this ? 

Is this the balsam that the usuring Senate 
Pours into captains’ wounds ? Banishment! 
It cvjmes not ill; 1 hate not to he banish’d ; 
It is a cause worthy my spleen and fury, 
That I may strike at Athens. I’ll cheer up 
My discontented trov^ps, and lay for hearts. 
’Tis honour with most lands to be at odds ; 
Soldiers should brook as little wrongs as 
gods. [Exit. 

Scene VI. A banqueting hall in Timon*s 
house. 

Music, Tables set out ; Servants attoiding. 
Enter divers Lords, friends of Timon, at 
several doors, 

1 Lord, The good time of day to you, sir. 

2 Lord, 1 also wish it to you, I think this 
honourable lord did but try us this other 
day. 

1 Lord, Upon that were my thoughts 

tiring when we cncount’red. 1 hope it is 
not so low with him as he made it seem in 
the trial of his several friends. 6 

2 Lord. It should not be, by the per¬ 
suasion of his new feasting. 

1 Lord. I should think so. He hath sent 

me an earnest inviting, Avhich many my 
near occasions did urge me to put off; but 
he hath conjur'd me beyond them, and 1 
must needs appear. 12 

2 Lord. In Lke manner was I in debt to 
my importunate business, but he would not 
hear my excuse. I am sorry, when he sent 
to borrow of me, that my provision was out. 

1 Lord, I am sick of that grief too, as 1 
understand how all things go. 

2 Lord. Every man here’s so. What 

would he have borrowed of you ? 20 

1 Lord. A thousand pieces. 

2 Lord. A thousand pieces I 

1 Lord. What of you ? 

2 Lord. He sent to me, sir—^here he 
comes. 


Enter Timon and Attendants. 

Tim. With all my heart, gentlemen both I 
And how fare you ? ?(> 

1 Lord. Ever at the best, hearing well of 
your lordship. 

2 Lord, Ihe swallow follows not summer 
more willing than we your lordship. 

Tim. 1 Aside] Nor more willingly leaves 
winter; .sucli summer-birds are men— 
Gentlemen, our dinner will not recompense 
this long stay ; feast your ears W’th the 
music awhile, if they will fare so harshly 0’ 
th' trumpet’s sound ; wc shall toT prci- 
ently. 35 

1 Lord. I hope it remains not unkindly 
with ycur lordship that I return’d ycu an 
empty messenger. 

Tim. O sir, let ft not trouble you. 

2 Lord. My noble lord— 

Tim. Ah, my good friend, what cheer ? 

2 Lord. My most honourable lord, I am 
e'en sick of shame that, when your lordship 
this other day sent to me, I was so un¬ 
fortunate a beggar, 

Tim. Think not on’t, sir. 

2 Lord, If you had sent but two hours 
before— 4 «> 

Tim. Let it not cumber your better 
remembrance, [The banquet brought in. 
Come, bring in all together. 

2 Lord. All cover’d dishes ! 

1 Lord. Royal cheer, 1 warrant you. 

3 Lord. Doubt not that, if money and the 

season can yield it. 51 

1 Lord. How do you ? What's the news ? 

3 Lord. Alcibiades is banish'd. Hear you 
of it ? 

1 2 Lord. Alcibiades banish’d I 

3 Lord. 'Tis so, be sure of it. S5 

1 Lord. How ? how ? 

2 Lord. I pray you, upon what ? 

Tim. My worthy friends, will you draw 
near ? 

3 Lord. I’ll tell you more anon Here’s a 

noble feast toward. 60 

2 Lord. This is the old man still. 

3 Lord. Wiirt hold ? WiU't hold ? 

2 Lord. It docs ; but time will—and so— 

3 Lord. I do conceive. f>4 

Tim. Each man to his stool with that 

spur as he w’ould to the lip of his mistress ; 
your diet shall be in all places alike. Make 
not a city feast of it, to let the meat cool 
ere we can agree upon the first place. Sit, 
sit. The gods require our thanks : ( 9 

You great, benefactors, sprinkle our 
society with thankfulness. For your own 
gifts make yourselves prais’d ; but reserve 
still to give, lest your deities be despised. 
Lend to each man enough, that one need 
not lend to another; for were your god¬ 
heads to borrow of men, men would forsake 
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the gods. Make the meat be beloved more 
than the man that gives it. Let no assembly 
of twenty be without a score of villains. If 
there sit twelve women at the table, let a 
dozen of them be—as they are. The rest 
of your foes, O gods, the Senators of Athens, 
together with the common lag of people, 
what is amiss in them, you gods, make 
suitable for destruction. For these my 
present friends, as they are to me nothing, 
so in noth ng bless them, and to nothing are 
they welcome. 

Uncover, dogs, and lap. 8 

[The dishes are iwcovered and seen 
to be full of warm water. 

Some speak. What does his lordship 
mean ? 

Some other. I know not. 

Tim. May you a better feast never 
behold, 

You knot of mouth-friends! Smoke and 
lukewarm water 

Is your perfection. This is Timon's last; 
Who, stuck and spangled with your 
flatteries, 

Washes it off, and sprinkles in your faces 
[Throwing the water in their faces. 
Your reeking villainy. Live loath'd and 
long, 

Most smiling, smooth, detested parasites. 
Courteous destroyers, affable wolves, meek 
bears, 

You fools of fortune, trencher friends, 
time’s flies, 

Cap and knee slaves, vapours, and minute- 
lacks I 

Of man and beast the infinite malady 
Crust you quite o’er ! What, dost thou go ? 
Soft, take thy physic first; thou too, and 
thou. lo > 

Stay, I will lend thee money, borrow none. 
[Throws the dishes at them, and 
drives them out. 

What, all in motion ? Henceforth be no 
feast 

Whereat a villain’s not a welcome guest. 
Burn house ! Sink Athens ! Henceforth 
hated be 

Of Timon man and all humanity I [lixif. 
Re-enter the Lords. 

1 Lord. How now, my lords! 

2 Lord. Know you the quality of Lord 
Timon’s fury ? 

3 Lord. Push ! Did you see my cap ? 

4 Lord. I have lost my gown. 

1 Lord. He’s but a mad lord, and nought 
but humours sways him. He gave me a 
jewel th’ other day, and now he has beat 
it out of my hat. Did you see my jewel ? 

3 Lord. Did you see my cap ? 

2 Lord* Here 'tis. 115 

4 Lord. Here lies my gown* 
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1 Lord. Let’s make no stay. 

2 Lord. Lord Timon’s mad, 

3 Lord. I feel’t upon my bones. 

4 Lord. One day he gives us diamonds, 

next day stones. [Exeunt. 

ACT FOUR 

ScENii I. Witlioiif the ivalls of Athens. 

Enter Timon. 

Tim. Let me look back upon thee. O 
thou wall 

That girdles in those wolves, dive in the 
ea rth 

And fence not Athens ! Matrons, turn in¬ 
continent. 

Obedience, fail in children! Slaves and 
fools, 

Pluck the grave wrinkled Senate from the 
bench 5 

And minister in their steads. To general 
filths 

Convert, o’ th’ instant, green virginity. 
Do’t in your parents’ eyes. Bankrupts, 
hold fast; 

Rather than render back, out with your 
knives 

And cut your trusters' throats. Bound 
servants, steal; lo 

Large-handed robbers your grave masters 
are. 

And pill by la\v. Maid, to thy master’s bed : 
Thy mistress is o' th’ brothel. Son of 
sixteen, 

Pluck the lin'd crutch from thy old limping 
sire, 14 

With it beat out his brains. Piety and fear, 
Religion to the gods, peace, justice, truth, 
Domestic awe, night-rest, and neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Instruction, manners, mysteries, and trades. 
Degrees, observances, customs and laws, 
Decline to your confounding contraries .0 
And let confusion live. Plagues incident 
to men, 

Your potent and infectious fevers heap 
On Athens, ripe for stroke. Thou cold 
sciatica, 

Cripple our senators, that their limbs may 
halt 

As lamely as their manners. Lust and 
liberty, 25 

Creep in the minds and marrows of our 
youth. 

That 'gainst the stream of virtue they may 
strive 

And drown themselves in riot. Itches, 
blains, 28 

Sow all th’ Athenian bosoms, and their crop 
Be general leprosy ! Breath infect breath, 
That their society, as their friendship, may 
Be merely poison I Nothing I'll bear from 
thee 
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But nakedness, thou detestable town! 
Take thou that too, with multiplying bans. 
Timon will to the woods, where he shall 
find 

Th' unkindest beast more kinder than man¬ 
kind. i 

The gods confound—hear me, you good gods 
all— 

The Athenians both within and out that 
wall! 

And grant, as Timon grows, his hate may 
grow 

To the whole race of mankind, high and 
low^! !u 

Amen. jHxih 

Scene II. Athens, Timon*s house. 
Enter Flavius, with two or three Servants. 

1 Serv. Hear you, Master Steward, 
where’s our master ? 

Are we undone, cast oiT, nothing remaining? 

flav. Alack, my fellows, wiiat should 1 
say to you ? 

Let me be recorded by the righteous gods, 
lam as poor as you. 

1 Serx\ Such a house broke! . 

So noble a master falTn ! All gone, and not 
One friend to take his fortune by the arm 
And go along with him ? 

2 Serv. As we do turn our backs 

From our evunpanion, thrown into his 

grave, 

So his familiars to his buried fortunes i» 
Slink all away ; leave their false vows with 
him, 

Like empty purses pick'd; and his poor 
self, 

A dedicated beggar to the air. 

With his disease of all-shunn'd poverty, 
Walks, like contempt, alone. More of our 
fellows. us 

Enter other Servants. 

Flav. All broken implements of a ruin'd 
house. 

3 Serv. Yet do our hearts wear Timon's 

livery ; 

That see I by our faces. We are fellows still, 
Serving alike in sorrow. Leak'd is our bark ; 
And we, poor mates, stand on the dying 
deck, 

Hearing the surges threat. We must all 
part 

Into this sea of air. 

Flav. Good fehows all, 

The latest of my wealth Til share amongst 
you. 

Wherever we shall meet, for Timon's sake. 
Let’s yet be fellows ; let’s shake our heads 
and say, -5 

As 'twere a knell unto out master's fortune, 
' We have seen better days'. Let each take 
some. [Giving (hem money. 


Nay, put out all your hands. Not one word 
more! 

Thus part we rich in sorrow, part mg poor, 
IFnthrace, and part several ways. 
O the fierce wretchedness that glory brings 

us ! yt 

Who would not wush to be from wealth 
exempt. 

Since riches point to misery and contempt ? 
Who would be so mock'd with glory, or to 
live 

But in a dream of rrieiidship, 

To have his pomp, and all what state 
compounds, 

But only painted, like his varnish’d friends? 
Foor honest lord, brought low by his own 
heart, 

Undone by goodness I Strange, unusual 
blood, 

Vv^hen niaii’s worst sin is he does too much 
good ! y) 

Who then dares to be half so kind again ? 
F'or bounty, that makes gods, does sfiil mar 
men. 

My dearest lord—blest to be most 
accurst. 

Rich only to be wTctched—tliy great 
fortunes 

Are made Ihv chief afflictions. Alas, kind 
lord ! 44 

He’s flung in rage from this ingrateful scat 
Of monstrous friends ; nor has he with 
him to 

Supply his life, or that which can com¬ 
mand it. 

ril follow and enquire him out. 48 

I’ll ever serve his mind with my best 
will; 

Whilst I have gold. I’ll be his steward still. 

IHxif. 

Scene III. The woods near 'he sea-shore. 
Before Timon's cave. 

Enter Timon in the woods. 

Tim. O blessed breeding sun, draw from 
the earth 

Rotten humidity ; below thy sister’s orb 
Infect the air I Twinn’d brothers of one 
womb— 

Whose procreation, residence, and birth, 
Scarce is dividant—touch them with 
several fortunes; s 

The greater scorns the lesser. Not nature. 
To whom all sores lay siege, can bear great 
fortune 

But by contempt of nature. 

Raise me this beggar and deny't that lord : 
The senator shall bear contempt hereditary. 
The beggar native honour. n 

It is the pasture lards the rother’s sides, 
The want that makes him lean. Who dares, 
who dares. 

In purity of manliood stand upright. 
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And say * This man's a flatterer * ? If one 
be, 

vSo are they all; for every grise of fortune 
Is smooth'd by that below. The learned 
pate 

Ducks to the golden fool. All’s oblique; 
There’s nothing level in our cursed natures 
But direct villainy. Therefore be abhorr'd 
All feastvS, societies, and throngs of men! ::i 
His semblable, yea, himself, Timon disdains. 
Destruction fang mankind ! Earth, yield 
me roots. [Digging. 

Who seeks for better of thee, sauce his 
palate 

With thy most operant poison. What is 
here ? -s 

Gold ? Yellow, glittering, precious gold ? 
No, gods, 

I am no idle votarist. Roots, you clear 
heavens 1 

Thus much of this will make black white, 
foul fair. 

Wrong right, base noble, old young, coward 
valiant. 

Ha, you gods 1 why this ? What, this, you 
gods ? Why, this 

Will lug your priests and servants from 
your sides. 

Pluck stout men's pillows from below Cheir 
heads— 

This yellow slave 

Will knit and break religions, bless th' 
accurs'd, 31 

Make the hoar leprosy ador'd, place thieves 
And give them title, knee, and approbation, 
With senators on the bench. This is it 
That makes the wappen'd widow wed 
again— 

She whom the spital-house and ulcerous 
sores 

Would cast the gorge at this embalms and 
spices 40 

To th’ April day again. Come, damn'd 
earth, 

Thou common w hore of mankind, that puts 
odds 

Among the rout of nations, I will make thee 
Do thy right nature. [Marc/i afar off, 
Ha ! a drum ? Th'art quick. 
But yet I’ll bury thee. Thou't go, strong 
thief, 45 

When gouty keepers of thee cannot stand. 
Nay, stay thou out for earnest. 

[Keeping some gold, 

Bnter Alcibiades, with drum and fife, in 
warlike manner; and Phrynia and 
Timandra. 

Akib, What art thou there ? Speak. 

Tim, A beast, as thou art. The canker 
gnaw thy heart 

For showing me again the eyes of man ! 
Alcib, What is thy name ? Is man so 
hateful to thee 
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That art thyself a man ? st 

Tim, I am Misanthropes, and hale man¬ 
kind. 

For thy part, I do wish thou wert a dog, 
Tiiat 1 might love thee something. 

Alcib, I know thee well ; 

But in thy fortunes am unlearn'd and 
.strange. 

Tint. I know thee too; and more than 
that I know’ thee 

I not desire to know. Follow thy drum ; 
With man's blood paint the ground, gules, 
gules. 

Religious canons, civil laws, are cruel; 
Then what should war be ? This fell whore 
of thine 

Hath in her more destruction than thy 
sword 

For all her chenibin look. 

Phry, Thy lips rot off ! 

Tim. I will not kiss thee; then the rot 
returns 

To thine own lips again. 

Akib. How came the noble Timon to this 
change ? 6 ;; 

Tim. As the moon does, by wanting light 
to give. 

But then renew I could not, like the moon ; 
There were no suns to borrow of. 

Alcib, Noble Timon, 

What friendship may I do thee ? 

Tim, None, but to 

Maintain my opinion. 

Akib, What is it, Timon ? 71 

Tim. Promise me friendship, but perform 
none. If thou wilt not promise, the geds 
plague thee, for thou art a man! If thou 
dost perform, confound thee, for thou art 
a man! 73 

Akib, I have heard in some sort of thy 
miseries, 

Tim. Thou saw’st them when I had 
prosperity. 

Akib, I see them now; then was a 
blessed time. 

Tim. As thine is now, held with a brace 
of harlots. 

Timan, Is this th' Athenian minion whom 
the world 

Voic'd so regardfully ? 

Tim. Art thou Timandra ? sr 

Timan. Yes. 

Tim, Be a whore still; they love thee not 
that use thee. 

ive them diseases, leaving with thee their 
lust. 

Make use of thy salt hours. Season the 
slaves 85 

or tubs and baths; bring down rose- 
cheek'd youth 

To the tub-fast and the diet. 

Timan, Hang thee, monster ! 

Akib, Pardon him, sweet Timandra, for 
his wits 
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Scene 3] 

Are drown’d and lost in his calamities, e*} 
1 have but little gold of late, brave Timon, 
The want whereof doth daily make revolt 
In my penurious band, 1 have heard, and 
griev’d. 

How cursed Athens, mindless of thy worth, 
Forgetting thy great deeds, when neighbour 
states, 

But for thy sword and fortune, trod upon 
them— os 

Tim. I prithee beat thy drum and get 
thee gone. 

Akib. 1 am thy friend, and pity thee, dear 
Timon. 

Tim. How dost thou pity him whom thou 
dost trovible ? 

1 had rather be alone. 

Aldb. Why, fare thee ivell; 

Here is some gold for thee. 

Tim. Keep it: 1 cannot cat it. i.x. 

Alcib. When I have laid proud Athens on 
a heap— 

Tim. War’st thou 'gainst Athens ? 

Alcib, Ay, Timon, and have cause. 

Tim, The gods confound them all in thy 
conquest; 

And thee after, when thou hast conquer'd I 

Akib, Why me, Timon ? 

T im. T hat by killing of villains luf: 
Thou wast born to conquer my country. 
Put up thy gold. Go on. Here’s gold. Go 
on. 

Be as a planetary plague, when Jove 
Wdl o’er some high-vic’d city hang his 
poison Too 

In the sick air ; let not thy sword skip one. 
Pity not honour’d age for his white beard : 
He is an usurer. Strike me the counterfeit 
matron : 

It is her habit only that is honest, 
Herself's a bawd. l et not the virgin’s check 
Make soft thy trenchant sword ; for those 
milk paps 11. 

Tliat through the window bars bore at men’s 
eyes 

Arc not within the leaf of pity writ. 

But set them down horrible traitors. Spare 
not the babe 

Whose dimpled smiles from fools e.vhaust 
their mercy; 

Think it a bastard whom the oracle 
Hath doubtfully pronounc’d thy throat 
shall cut. 

And mince it sans remorse. Swear against 
abjccts; 

Put armour on thine ears and on thine eyes, 
Whose proof nor yells of mothers, maids, 
nor babes, 

Nor sight of priests in holy vestments 
bleeding, I’-s 

Shall pierce a jot. There’s gold to pay thy 
soldiers. 

Make large confusion ; and, thy fury spent, 
Confounded be thyself! Speak not, be gone. 


Akib, Hast thou gold yet ? I'll take the 
gold thou givest me. 

Not all thy counsel. j io 

Tim. Dost thou, or dost thou not, 
heaven’s curse upon thee 1 
Phr, & Timan. Give us some gold, good 
Timon. Hast thou more ? 

Tim, Enough to make a whore forswear 
her trade, 

And to make whores a bawd. Hold up, you 
sluts. 

Your aprons mountant; you are not 
oathable, 

Although 1 know you’ll swear, terribly 
swfcar, 

Into strong shudders and to heavenly agues, 
Tli' immortal gods that hear you. Spare 
your oaths; 

I’ll trust to your conditions. Be whores 
still; 

And he whose pious breath seeks to convert 
you— MO 

Be strong in whore, allure him, burn him 
up ; 

Let your close fire predominate his smoke, 
And be no turncoats. Yet may your pains 
six months 

Be quite contrary 1 And thatch your poor 
thin roofs 

With burdens of the dead—some that were 
bang'd, m?, 

No matter. Wear them, betray with them. 
Whore still; 

Paint till a horse may mire upon your face, 
A pox of w^rinklcs I 

Phr, CV* Timan. Well, more gold. What 
then ? 

Believe’t that wcTl do anything for gold, 
Tim. Consumptions sow' i.so 

In hollow bones of man ; strike their sharp 
shins, 

And mar men's spurring. Crack the lawyer’s 
voice, 

That he may never more false title plead, 
Nor sound his quillets shrilly. Hoar the 
flame n, 

That scolds against the quality of flesh i 
And not believes himself. Down with the 
nose, 

Down with it flat, talic the bridge quite 
away 

Of him that, his particular to foresee. 
Smells from the general weal. Make curl’d- 
pate ruffians bald, 159 

And let the imscarr’d braggarts of the war 
Derive some pain from you. Plague all. 
That your activity may defeat and quell 
The source of all erection. There’s more 
gold. 

Do you damn others, and let this damn 
you, 

And ditches grave you all! 165 

Phr. & Timan, More counsel with more 
money, bounteous Timon, 
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Tim. More whore, more mischief first; 
have given you earnest. 

Alcib, Strike up the drum towards 
Athens. Farewell, Timon; 

If I thrive well, I’ll visit thee again. 

Tim. If I hope well. I’ll never sec thee 
more. i; 

Alcib, I never did thee harm. 

Tim. Yes, thou spok’st well of me. 

Alcib. Call’st thou that harm ? 

Tim. Men daily find it. Get thee away 
and take 

Tliy beagles with thee. 

Alcib, We but offend him. Strike. 
[Drum beats. Exeunt all but Timon. 

Tim. That nature, being sick of man’? 
unkindness, i 

Should yet be hungry ! Common mother, 
thou, [DigeiHe, 

Whose wdiib unmeasurable and infinite 
breast 

Teems and feeds all; whose self-same 
mettle. 

Whereof thy proud child, arrogant man. i 
puff'd, 1/ 

Engenders the black toad and adder blue. 
The gilded new t and eyeless venom’d worm, 
With all th' abhorred births below crisp 
heaven 

Whereon Hyperion’s quick’ning fire doth 
shine— 

Yield him, who all thy human sons doth 
hate, 

From forth thy plenteous bosom, one poor 
root! T.S5 

Ensear thy fertile and conceptions womb. 
Let it no more bring out ingrateful man ! 
Go great with tigers, dragons, wolves, and 
bears ; 

Teem with new monsters whom thy up¬ 
ward face 

Hath to the marbled mansion all above ir 
Never presented !—O, a root! Dear 
thanks!— 

Dry up thy marrows, vines, and plough- 
torn leas, 

Whereof ingrateful man, with liquorish 
draughts 

And morsels unctuous, greases his pure 
mind, 

That from it all consideration slips— 

Enter Api;mantl’S. 

More man ? Plague, plag!ie I 
Apem. I was directed hither. Men report 
Thou dost affect my manners and dost use 
them. 

Tim. ’Tis, then, because thou dost not 
keep a dog. 

Whom 1 would imitate. Consumption 
catch thee! 2f)() 

Apem. This is in thee a nature but 
infected, 

A poor unmanly melancholy sprung 
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[Act 4 

From change of fortune. Why this .spade, 
this place ? 

This slave-like habit and these looks of care? 
Thy flatterers yet wear silk, drink wine, lie 
soft, 205 

Hug their diseas'd perfumes, and have 
forgot 

That ever rimon was. Shame not these 
woods 

By putting on the cunning of a carper. 

Be thou a flatterer now, and seek to thrive 
By that which has undone thee : hinge thy 
knee, 210 

And let his very breath whom thou’It 
observe 

Blow off thy cap ; praise his most vicious 
strain. 

And call it excellent. Thou wast told thus ; 
Thou gav’st thine ears, like tapsters that 
bade w^elcomc. 

To knaves and all approachers, *Tis most 
iust iis 

That thou turn rascal; hadst thou wealth 
again 

Rascals should have’t. Do not assume my 
likeness. 

Tim. Were I like thee. I'd throw away 
myself. 

Apem. ITiou hast cast away thyself, being 
like thyself; 

A madman so long, now a fool. What, 
think'st 22... 

That the bleak air, thy boisterous cham¬ 
berlain, 

Will put thy shirt on warm ? Will these 
moist trees, 

That have outliv’d the eagle, page thy hee!s 
And skip when thou point’st out ? Will the 
cold brook, i:'4 

Candied w ith ice, caudle thy morning taste 
To cure thy o’eniight’s surfeit ? Call the 
creatures 

Whose naked natures live in all the spite 
Of wreak ful heaven, whose bare unhoused 
trunks, 

lo the conflicting elements expos’d, 2=9 

Answer mere nature—bid them flatter thee. 

O, thou shalt find— 

Tim. A fool of thee. Depart. 

Apem. I love thee better now than e’er 
1 did, 

Tim. I hate thee worse. 

Apem. Why ? 

Tim. Thou flatter’st misery. 

Apem. I flatter not, but say thou art a 
caitiff. 

Tim. Why dost thou seek me out ? 

Apem. To vex thee. 235 

Tim. Always a villain's office or a fool’s. 
Dost please thyself in't ? 

Apem. Ay. 

Tim. What, a knave too ? 

Apem. If thou didst put this sour-cold 
habit on 
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Sceae 3] 

To castigate thy pride, 'twere well; but 
thou 

Dost it enforcedly. Thou'dst courtier be 
again 240 

Wert thou not beggar. Willing misery 
Outlives incertain pomp, is crown’d before. 
The one is filling still, never complete; 
The other, at high wish. Best state, con¬ 
tentless, -u 

Hath a distracted and most wretched being, 
Worse than the worst, content. 

Thou should’st desire to die, being miser* 
able. 

Tim. Not by his breath that is more 
miserable. 

Thou art a slave whom Fortune’s tender 
arm 2jo 

With favour never clasp’d, but bred a dog. 
Hadst thou, like us from our first swath, 
proceeded 

The sweet degrees that this brief world 
affords 

To such as may the passi^^e drugs of it 
Freely command, thou wouldst have 
plung'd thyself 

In general riot, melted down thy youth 235 
In different beds of lust, and never learn'd 
The icy precepts of respect, but followed 
The sug’red game before thee. But myself, 
Who had the world as my cv>nfcctionary ; 
The mouths, the tongues, the eyes, and 
hearts of men 

At duty, more than 1 could frame employ¬ 
ment ; 26 j 

That numberless upon me stuck, as leaves 
Do on the oak, ha\'e with one winter’s 
brush 

Fell from their boughs, and left me open, 
bare 264 

For every storm that blows—I to bear this, 
That never knew but better, is some burden. 
Thy nature did commence in sufferance; 
time 

Hath made thee hard in’t. Why shouldst 
thou hate men ? 

They never flatter’d thee. What hast thou 
given ? 2f'., 

If tliou wilt curse, thy father, that poor rag, 
Must be thy subject; who, in spite, put 
stuff 

To some she-beggar and compounded thee 
Poor rogue hereditary. Hence, be gone. 

If thou hadst not been born the worst of 
men. 

Thou hadst been a knave and flatterer, 

Apem, Art thou proud yet ? 

Tim. Ay, that I am not thee. 

Apem. I, that I was 270 

No prodigal. 

Tim- I, that I am one now. 

Were all the wealth I have shut up in thee, 
Td give thee leave to hang it. Get thee 
gone. 279; 

That the whole life of Athens were in this 11 
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Thus would I eat it, I Haling a root. 

Apenu Here ! 1 will mend thy feast, 
[Ojjh ing him food. 
Tim. First mend my company : take 
away thyself. 

Apem. So I shall mend mine own by th’ 
lack of thine. 

Tim. 'Tis not well mended so ; it is but 
botch'd. 

If not, I would it were. 285 

Apeni. What wouldst thou have to 
Athens ? 

Tim. 1 bee thither in a whirlwind. If thou 
wilt, 

Tell them there 1 have gold ; look, so I 
have. 288 

Apem. Here is no use for gold. 

Tim. The best and truest ; 

For here it sleeps and does no hired harm. 
Apem. Where liest a nights, 'liinon ? 
Tim. Under that’s above me. 

Where feed’st thou a days, Apemantus ? 

Apem. Where my stomach finds meat; 
or rather, where I eat it. 1-93 

Tim. Would poison were obedient, and 
knew my mind I 

Apem. Where wouldst thou send it ? 
Tim. To sauce thy dishes. 

Apem. The middle of humanity thou 
never knewest, but the extremity of both 
ends. When thou wast in thy gilt and thy 
perfume, they mock’d thee for too mucli 
curiosity; in thy rags thou know’st none, 
but art despis’d for the contrary. There’s 
a medlar for thee; eat it. 

Tim. On what 1 hate I feed not. 

Apem. Dost hate a medlar ? 305 

Tim. Ay, though it look like thee, 

Apem. An th’hadst hated medlars sooner, 
thou shouldst have loved thyself better 
now\ What man didst thou ever know 
unthrift that was beloved after his means ? 

Tim. Who, without those means thou 
ta.k’st of, didst thou ever know belov’d ? 
Apem. Myself. 31- 

Tim. I understand thee; thou hadst some 
means to keep a dog. 

Apem. What things in the w'orld canst 
thou nearest compare to thy flatterers ? nj 
Tim. Women nearest; but men, men are 
the things themseh es. What wouldst thou 
do with the world, Apemantiis, if it lay in 
thy power ? 

Apem. Give it the beasts, to be rid of the 
men. 3.!) 

Tim. Wouldst thou have thyself fall in 
the confusion of men, and remain a beast 
with the beasts ? 

Apem. Ay, Timon. 

Tim. A beastly ambition, which the gods 
grant thee t’ attain to! If thou wert the 
lion, the fox would beguile thee; if thou 
wert the lamb, the fox would eat thee; if 
thou wert the fox, the lion would suspect 
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thee» when, peradventure, thou wert 
accus’d by the ass. If thou vvert the ass, 
thy dulness wou’d torment thee ; and still 
thou liv’dst but as a breakfast to the wolf. 
If thou wert the wolf, thy greediness would 
afflict thee, and oft thou shouldst hazard 
thy life for thy dinner. Wert thou the 
unicorn, pride and wrath woifld confound 
thee, and make thine own self the conquest 
of thy fury. Wert thou a bear, thou 
w'ouidst be kill’d by the horse ; wert thou 
a horse, thou wouldst be seiz’d by the 
leopard ; wert thou a leopard, thou wort 
german to the lion, and the spots of thy 
kindred were jurors on thy life. All thy 
safety Avere remotion, and thy defence 
absence. What beast couldst thou be that 
were not subject to a beast ? And what a 
beast art thou already, that scest not thy 
loss in transformation ! 

Apem, If thou couldst please me with 
speaking to me, thou mightst have hit 
upon it here. TIjc commonweaUh of 
Athens is become a forest of beasts. 

Tim, How has the ass bioke the wall, 
that thou art out of the city ? 

Apern. Yonder comes a poet and a 
painter. I he plague of company light upon 
thee 1 I will fear to catch it, and give way. 
When I know not what else to do, I'll see 
thee again. 

Tim. When there is nothing living but 
thee, thou shalt be welcome. I had rather 
be a beggar’s dog than Apemantus. 

Apem. I hou art the cap of all the fools 
alive. 

Tim. Would thou wert clean enough to 
spit upon ! 

Apem. A plague on thcc! thou art too 
bad to curse. 

Tim. All villains that do stand by thcc 
are pure. 

Apem. There is no leprosy but what thou 
speak’st. 

Tim. li I name thee. 

ril beat thee—but I should infect my hands 

Apem. I would my tongue could rot them 
off! 

Tim. Away, thou issue of a mangy dog ! 
Chcler does kill me that thou art alive; 

I sw'oon to see thee. 

Apem. Would thou wouldst burst! 

Tim. Away, 

Thou tedious rogue! I am sorry 1 shali 
lose 

A stone by thee. IT/irojcs a stone at him. 

Apem. Beast I 

Tim. Slave ! 370 

Apem. Toad! 

Tim. Rogue, rogue, rogue ! 

I am sick of this false world, and will love 
nought 

But even the mere necessities upon’t. 374 
Then, Timon, presently prepare thy grave; i 
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Lie where the light foam of the sea may 
beat 

Thy gravestone daily; make thine epitaph. 
That death in me at others’ lives may laiigh, 
(Looks* at the gold] O thou sweet king-killer, 
and dear divorce 

’Twixt natural son and sire I thou bright 
defiler 380 

Of Hymen’s purest bed 1 thou valiant Mars I 
Thou ever young, fresh, lov’d, and delicate 
wooer. 

Whose blush doth thaw the consecrated 
snow 

That lies on Dian’s lap I thou visible 
god, 

That sold’rest close impossibilities, 385 
And mak’st them kiss! that spealv’st wHh 
every longue 

To every purpose 1 O thou touch of hearts ! 
Think thy sUn e man rebels, and by thy 
virtue 

Set them into confeunding odds, that 
beasts 

May have the world in empire ! 

Apem. W’oiild 'twere so ! 300 

But not till 1 am dead. I’ll say tli’ hast gold. 
Thou wilt be throng'd to shortly. 

Tim. Ihrong’d to ? 

Apem, Ay. 

Tim. Thy back, I prithee. 

Apem. Live, and lo\ c thy misery ! 

Tim. Long live so, and so die I [Exit Ape-- 
77 tatitHs] J am quit. 

Moc tilings like men ? Eat, Timon, and 
abhor them. 395 

Enter the Banditti. 

1 Ban. Where should he have this gold ? 

It is some poor fragment, some slender ort 
of his remainder, ihe mere want of gold 
and the faJhng-from of his friends drove 
him into this melancholy. 30-) 

2 Ban. It is nois’d he hath a mass of 
treasure. 

3 Ban. Let us make the assay upon him ; 
if he care not for’t, he will supply us easily ; 
if he covetously reserve it, how shall’s get 
it? 

2 Ban. True ; for he bears it not about 
him. ’Tis hitl. 

1 Ban. Is not this he ? 405 

Banditti. Where ? 

2 Ban. ’Tis his description. 

3 Ban. He ; I know him. 

Banditti. Save thee, 3 imon ! 

Tim. Now, thieves ? 410 

Banditti. Soldiers, not thieves. 

Tim. Both too, and women’s sons. 
Banditti. We are not thieves, but men 
that much do want. 

Tim. Your greatest want is, you want 
much of meat. 

Why should you want ? Behold, the earth 
hath roots; 
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Scene 3] 


Within this mile break forth a hundred 
springs; 

The oaks bear mast, the briars scarlet hips ; 

The bounteous housewife Nature on each 
bush 

Lays her full mess before you. Want! Why 
v;ant ? 

1 Ban, We cannot live on grass, on 
berries, water, 

As beasls and birds and fislies. 4 

Tim. Nor on the beasts themselves, the 
birds, and hshes ; 

You must eat men. Yet thanks I must you | 
con 

That you are thieves profess'd, that you 
work not 

In holier shapes ; for there is boundless 
theft 

In lirniied professions. Rascal tiueves, 

Here’s gold. Go, suck the subtle blood o’ 
th' grape 

Till the iiigh fever seethe your blood to 
froth. 

And so scape hanging. Trust not the 
phvsician ; 

His antidotes are poison, and he slays i.v- 

Moe tliau you rob. Take wealth and lives 
tv>ge( her ; 

Do villainy, do, since you protest to do’t, 

Like workmen. Til example you with 
thievery : 

The sun's a thief, and with his great 
attraction 

Robs the t a.^t sea ; the moon’s an arrant 
thief, .ro 

And her pale fire she snatclies from the sun ; 

'I’he sea’s a thief, whose liquid surge 
resolves 

The moon into salt tears ; the earth’s a 
thief, 

That feeds and breeds by a composturc 
stol’n 


1 Bart, Let us first see peace in Athens. 
There is no time so miserable but a man 
may be true. [Exeunt Thieves, 

Jlnkr I’lavius, to Timon. 

Vlav, O you gods ! 

Is vond despis’d and ruinous man my lord ? 
iTiil of decay and failing ? O monuivjcnt 
And wonder of good deeds evilly bestow’d I 
What au alteration of honour /|Cj 

Has desp’rate want made I 
What viler tiling upon the earth than 
friends, 

W'ho can bring noblest minds to basest 
ends 1 

How rarely docs it meet with this time’s 
guNe, 

When man was wish'd to love his enemies ! 
Grant I may ever love, and rather woo 
Those that would mischief me tiian those 
tliat do I 

Has caught me in his eye ; I will present 
My honest grief unto him, and as my lord 
Still serve him with my life. My dearest 
master! im 

Tint. Away ! What art thou ? 

hlav. Have you forgot me, sir ? 

Tim, Why dost ask that ? 1 have forgot 
all men ; 

Then, it thou grant’st th'art a man, 1 have 
forgot thee. 

riav. An honest poor servant of yours. 

Tim. Then 1 know thee not. ir6 

I never had honest man about me, 1 . 

Ail 1 kept were knaves, to serve in meat 
to villains. 

Flat', The gods are witness, 4ro 

Kev’r did poor steward wear a truer grief 
For his luuione lord than mine eyes for you. 

Tim. What, dost thou weep ? Come 
nearer. Then I love thee 
Because thou art a woman and disclaim'st 


From gen'ral excrement—each thing's a 
thief. 4i‘’ 

The laws, your curb and whip, in their 
rough power 

Has uncheck'd theft. Love not yourselves ; 
away, 

Rob one another. There's more gold. Cut 
throats; 

All that you meet are thieves. To Athens 

go, 4 M 

Break open shops ; nothing can you steal 
But thieves do lose it. Steal not less for this 
1 give you; and gold confound you 
howsoe'er! 

Amen. 

3 Ban. Has almost charm'd me from my 
profession by persuading me to it. iso 

t Ban. 'Tis in the malice of mankind that 
he thus advises us; not to have us thrive 
in our mystery. 

2 Ban, I'll believe him as an enemy, and 
give over my trade. 454 i 


Flinty mankind, whose eyes do never e 
But thorough lust and laughter. Pity’s 
sleeping. 4.S5 

Strange times, that w^eep with laughing, 
not with weeping! 

Flav. 1 beg of you to know me, good my 
lord, 

T' accept my grief, and whilst this poor 
wealth lasts 

To entertain me as your steward still. 

Tim. Had I a stew^ard aoo 

So true, so just, and now' so comfortable ? 
It almost turns my dangeioiis nature mild. 
Let me behold thy face. Surely, this man 
Was born of woman. m i 

Forgive my general and excepticss rashness. 
You perpetual-sober gods ! I do proclaim 
One honest man—mistake me not, but one; 
No more, I pray—and he’s a steward. 

How fain would 1 have hated all mankind ! 
And thou redeem'st thyself. But all, save 
thee, 500 
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I fell with curses. 

Methinks thou art more honest now than 
wise ; 

For by oppressing and betraying me 
Thou mightst have sooner got another 
service; 

For many so arrive at second masters 
Upon their first lord's neck. But tell me 
true, 

For I must ever doubt though ne'er so sure, 
Is not thy kindness subtle, covetous. 

If not a usuring kindness, and as rich men 
deal gifts, 

Fxpt?cting in return twenty for one ? 

Flav. No, my most worthy master, in 
whose breast 

Doubt and suspect, alas, are plac’d too late! 
You should have fear’d false times when 
you did feast: 

Suspect still comes where an estate is least. 
That which 1 show, heaven knows, is merely 
love, 

Duty, and zeal, to your unmatched mind. 
Care of your food and living ; and believe 
it, 

My most honour'd lord, 

For anv benefit that points to me, 

Either in hope or present, I’d exchange 5-’<' 
For this one wish, that you had power and 
wealth 

To requite me by making rich yourself. 

Tim, Look thee, 'tis so I Thou singly 
honest man. 

Here, take. The gods, out of my misery. 
Have sent thee treasure. Go, live rich and 
happy, S25 

But thus condition’d: thou shalt build 
from men; 

Hate all, curse all, show charity to none. 
But let the famish’d flesh slide from the 
bone 

Ere thou relieve the beggar. Give to dogs 
What thou deniest to men; let prisons 
swallow ’em, sy-' 

Debts wither ’em to nothing. Be men like 
blasted woods. 

And may diseases lick up their false bloods 1 
And so, farewell and thrive. 

Flav, O, let me stay 

And comfort you, my master. 

Tim. If thou hat’st curses. 

Stay not; fly whilst thou art blest and 
free. 

Ne'er see thou man, and let me ne’er see 
thee. [Exeunt severally, 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. The woods. Before Timon*s cave. 
Enter Poet and Painter, 

Pain. As I took note of the place, it 
cannot be far where he abides. 

Poet, What's to be thought of him ? 
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[Act 5 

Does the rumour hold for true that he’s so 
full of gold ? 4 

Pain, Certain. Alcibiades reports it; 
Phrynia and Timandra had gold of him. 
He likewise enrich’d poor straggling soldiers 
with great quantity. 'Tis said he gave unto 
his steward a mighty sum. 

Poet, Then this breaking of his has been 
but a try for his friends ? 10 

Pain. Nothing else. You shall see him a 
palm in Athens again, and flourish with the 
highest. Therefore 'tis not amiss wc tender 
our loves to him in this suppos’d distress 
of his ; it will show honestly in us, and is 
very likely to load our purposes with what 
I they travail for, if it l3e a just and true 
‘ report that goes of his having. 16 

Poet. What have you now to present 
unto him ? 

Pain, Nothing at this time but my 
visitation; only I will promise him an 
excellent piece. 

Poet, I must serve him so too, tell him 
of an intent that's coming toward him, m 
Pain, Good as the best. Promising is the 
very air o’ th' time; it opens the eyes of 
expectation. Performance is ever the duller 
for his act, and but in the plainer and 
simpler kind of people the deed of saying 
is quite out of use. To promise is most 
courtly and fashionable ; performance is a 
kind of will or testament which argues a 
great sickness in his judgment that makes 
it. 


Enter Timon from his cave, 

Tim. [Aside] Excellent workman I Thou 
canst not paint a man so bad as is thyself.30 
Poet, I am thinking what 1 shall say I 
have provided for him. it must be a 
personating of himself; a satire against the 
softness of prosperity, with a discovery of 
the inflnite flatteries that follow youth and 
opulency. 34 

Tim. [Aside] Must thou needs stand for a 
villain in thine own work ? Wilt thou whip 
thine own faults in other men ? Do so, I 
have gold for thee. 

Poet, Nay, let’s seek him ; 

Then do we sin against our own estate 
When we may profit meet and come too 
late. 40 

Pain. True; 

When the day serves, before blacks 
corner’d night. 

Find what thou want’st by free and offer'd 
light. 

Come. 

Tim, rAside] I’ll meet you at the turn. 
What a god’s gold, 45 

That he is worshipp'd in a baser temple 
Than where swine feed ! 

'Tis thou that rig'st the bark and plough'st 
the foam, 
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Scene 1] 

Settlest admired reverence in a slave. 40 
To thee be worship ! and thy saints for aye 
Be crown’d with plagues, that thee alone 
obey 1 

Fit I meet tiiem. [Advancing from his cave. 
Poet. Hail, worthy Timon ! 

Pain. Our late noble master ! 

Tim. Have I once liv’d to see two honest 
men ? 

Poet. Sir, 

Having often of your open bounty tasted, 
Hearing you were retir’d, your friends 
fall’n olf. 

Whose thankless natures—O abhorred 
spirits!— 

Not all the whips of heaven are large 
enough— 

What 1 to you, (>o 

Whose star-like nobleness gave life and 
influence 

To their whole being I I am rapt, and 
cannot cover 

The monstrous bulk of this ingratitude 
With any size of words, 

Tim. Let it go naked : men may see’t the 
better. 

You that arc honest, by being what you are. 
Make them best seen and known. 

Pain. He and myself 

Have travail'd in the great show’r of your 
gifts, 

And sweetly felt it. 

Tim. Ay, you are honest men. 

Pain. We are hither come to oifer you our 
service. 7 ' 

Tim. Most honest men ! Why, how shall 
1 requite you ? 

Can you eat roots, and drink cold water— 
No ? 

Both. What we can do, we’ll do. to do you 
service. 

Tim. Y’are honest men, Y’have heard 
that 1 have gold ; 

I am sure you have. Speak truth; y'are 
honest men. 75 

Pain. So it is said, my noble lord; but 
therefore 

Came not my friend nor I. 

Tim. Good honest men ! Thou draw'st a 
counterfeit 

Best in all Athens. Th'art indeed the best; 
Thou counterfeit’st most lively. 

Pain. So, so, my lord, so 

Tim. E'en so, sir, as I say. [To the Poet] 
And for thy fiction, 

Why, thy verse swells with stuff so fine and 
smooth 

That thou art even natural in thine art. 
But for all this, my honest-natur’d friends, 
I must needs say you have a little fault. 85 
Marry, *tis not monstrous in you ; neither 
wish 1 

You take much pains to mend. 

Bath* Beseech your honour 


To make it known to us. 

Tim. You'll take it ill. 

Both. Most thankfully, my lord. 

Tim. Will you indeed ? 

Both. Doubt it not, worthy lord. 90 

Tim. There’s never a one of you but 
trusts a knave 
That mightily deceives you. 

Both. Do we, my lord ? 

Tim. Ay, and you hear him cog, see him 
dissemble. 

Know his gross patchery, love him, feed 
him, 

Keep in your bosom ; yet remain assur'd 05 
That he’s a made-up villain. 

Pain. 1 know not such, my lord. 

Poet. Nor 1. 

Tim. Look you, I love you well; I’ll give 
you gold, 

Rid me these villains from your companies. 
Hang them or stab them, drown them in a 
draught, jo 

Confound them by some course, and come 
to me. 

I’ll give you gold enough. 

Both. Name them, my lord ; let’s know 
them. 

Tim. You that way, and you this—but 
tw o in company; 

Each man apart, all single and alone, T 05 
Yet an arch-villain keeps him company. 
[To die Painter I If, where thou art, two 
villains shall not be, 

Come not near him. [To the Poet] If thou 
woiildst not reside 

But where one villain is, then him aban¬ 
don.— 

Hence, pack ! there's gold ; you came for 
gold, ye slaves. j to 

[To Oie Painter] You have work for me ; 

there's payment; hence ! 

[To tJie Poet] You are an alchemist; make 
gold of that.— 

Out, rascal dogs ! 

[ Beats and drives (item out. 

Enter Flavius and two Senators, 

Flav. It is vain that you would speak 
with Timon; 

For he is set so only to himself ii«) 

That nothing but himself which looks like 
man 

Is friendly with him, 

1 Sen. Bring us to his cave. 

It is our part and promise to th' Athenians 
To speak with Timon. 

2 vSen. At all times alike 

Men are not still the same ; 'twas time and 

griefs 120 

That fram’d him thus. Time, with his fairer 
hand, 

Offering the fortunes of his former days, 
The former man may make him. Bring us 
to him. 
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[Act 5 


And chance it as it may. 

rUu’, Here is his cave. 

Peace and content be here ! Lord Timon ! 

'I'imon! 1=5 

Look out, and speak to friends. Th* 
Athenians 

By two of their most reverend Senate greet 
thee. 

Speak to them, noble Timon. 

Etjler Timon out of his care, 

Tim, Thou sun that comforts, burn. 
Speak and be bang’d ! 1^9 

For each true word a blister, and each false 
Be as a cauterizing to the root o’ th’ tongue. 
Consuming it with speaking I 

1 Seu, Worthy Timon— 

Tim, Of none but such as you, and you 
of Timon. 

1 Sen. The senators of Athens greet thee, 
Timon. 

Tim. I thank them ; and would send 
them back the plague, 135 

CouTl I but catch it for them. 

1 Sen. O, forget 

What we are sorry for ourselves in thee. 

1 he senators with cne consent of love 
Entreat thee back to Athens, who have 

thought 

On special dignities, which vacant lie i.fo 
For thy best use and wearitig. 

2 Sen. They confess 

Toward thee forgetfulness too general, 

gross ; 

Wdiich now the public body, which doth 
seldom 

Play the recanter, feeling in itself 
A lack of Timon’s aid, hath sense withal J if' 
Of it own fail, restraining aid to Timon, 
And send forth us to make their sorrowed 
render, 

Together with a recompense more fruitful 
Tliaii their offence can weigh down by the 
dram ; 

Ay, even such heaps and sums of love and 
wealth IS' 

As shall to Ihcc blot out what wrongs were 
theirs 

And WTite in thee the figures of their love, 
Ever to read them thine, 

Tim, You witch me in it; 

Surprise me to the very brink of tears. 151 
Lend me a fool's heart and a woman's eyes, 
And I’ll bewcep these comforts, worthy 
senators. 

1 Sen, Therefore so please thee to return 
with us, 

And of our Athens, thine and ours, to take 
The captainship, thou shalt be met with 
thanks, 

Allow'd with absolute power, and thy good 
name i(«> 

Live with authority. So soon we shail drive 
back 
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Of Alcibiadcs th' approaches wild, 

Who, like a boar too savage, doth root up 
His country’s peace. 

2 Sen. And shakes his threatening sword 
Against the walls of Athens. 

1 Sen. Therefore, Timon— 

l im. Well, sir, 1 will. 'Lhcrcforc 1 will, 
sir, thus; 

If Alciluades kill my countrymen, 
l.ct Alcibiadcs know this of Timon, 
that Timon cares not. But if he sack fair 
Athens, 

And take our goodly aged men by th' 
beards, j;o 

Giving our Iioly virgins to the stain 
Of contumelious, beaslly, mad-brain'd war, 
Then let him know'—and tell him lin*on 
speaks it 

In pity of our aged and our youth— 174 

I cannot choose but tell him that I care 
not. 

And let him take’t at worst; for their knives 
caie not, 

While you have throats to answer. I'or 
myself. 

There's not a whittle :n th’ uniuly ermp 
But I do prize it at rny love IjcToie 
Ihe reverend'st throat in Athens. So I 
lca\ e you j?.o 

To the protection of the prosperous gods. 

As thieves to keepers. 
flav. Stay not, all's in vain. 

Tim. Why, I was writing of my epitaph ; 
It will be seen to-morrow. My long skkiicss 
Of health and liv ing now begins to mend. 
And nothing brings me all things. Go, live 
still j 16 O 

Be Alcibiadcs your plague, you his, 

And last so long enough ! 

1 Sen, We speak in vain. 

Tim. But yet 1 love my country, and am 
not 

One that rejoices in the common wreck, 190 
As common bruit doth put it, 

1 Sen. That’s well spoke. 

Tim. Commend rne to my loving country¬ 
men— 

1 Sen. These words become your lips as 

they pass thorough them. 

2 Sen. And enter in our ears like great 

triumphers 

In their applauding gates, 

Tim. Commend me to them, i(»s 

And tell them that, to ease them of their 
griefs, 

Their fears of hostile strokes, their aches, 
losses, 

Their pangs of love, with other incident 
throes 

That nature's fragile vessel doth sustain 
In life's uncertain voyage, I will some kind¬ 
ness do them— 200 

'U teach them to prevent wild Alcibiadcs' 
wrath. 



Scene 1] 

1 Sm* I like this well; he will return 
again. 

Tim. 1 have a tree, which grows here in 
my close, 

That mine own use invites me to cut down. 
And shortly must 1 iell it. Tell my friends. 
Tell Athens, in the se<iucnce of degree *<>/; 
From high to low throughout, that whoso 
please 

To stop affliction, let him take his haste. 
Come liifher, ere my tree iiath felt the axe. 
And hang himself. 1 pray you do my 
greeting. .iw 

Flat’, Trouble him no further ; thus you 
still shall find him, 

Tim, Come not to me again ; but say to 
Athens 

Timon hath made his everlasting mansion 
Upon the beached \ erge of the salt flood, 
Who once a day with his embossed froth .15 
The turbulent surge shall cover. Thither 
come. 

And let my gravestone be your oracle. 
Lips, let sour words go by and language 
c!ul: 

What is amiss, plague and infection mend ! 
Gnix es only l)c men's works and death their 
gain! 

Sun, hide thy beams. Timon hatli done !us 
reign, [Exit Timon iiuo his cave. 

1 Sen. liis discontents are unremovably 
Coupled to nature. 

2 Sen. Our hope in him is dead. Let us 

return 2^4 

And strain what other means is left unto us 
In our dear peril. 

1 Sen, It requires swift foot. 

IFA'ciml. 

ScHNii 11. Before the ivalls of Athens, 
Enter two other Senators with a Messenger. 

1 Sen. I’hou hast painfully discover’d ; 

are his files 
As full as thy report ? 

Mess. 1 have spoke the toast. 

Besides, his expedition promises 
Present approach. 

2 Sen. We stand much hazard if they 

bring not I’irnon. 5 

Mess. I met a courier, one mine ancient 
friend, 

Whom, though in general part we were 
oppos'd. 

Yet our oid love had a particular force, 
And made us speak like friends. This man 
was riding 

From Alcibiades to Timon's cave 10 

With letters of entreaty, which imported 
His fellowship i' th' cause against your city, 
In part for his sake mov’d. 

Enter the other Senators, from Timon. 

1 Sen* Here come our brothers. 
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3 Sen. No talk of Timon, nothing of him 
expect. 

The enemies' drum is heard, and fearful 
scouring 15 

Doth choke the air with dust. In, and 
prepare. 

Ours is the fall, I fear ; our foes the snare. 

lExeimU 

Scene HI. The woods. Timon's cave, 
and a rude tomb seen. 

Enter a Soldier in the woods, seeking Timon, 

Sold. By al' description this should be 
the place. 

Who’s here ? Speak, ho! No answer 7 
What is this ? 

limon is dead, who hath outstretch’d bis 
span. 

Some beast rear’d this ; here docs not Ii\ e 
a man. 

Dead, sure ; and this his grave. What’s on 
this tomb 

I cannot read ,* the character I’ll take with 
wax. 6 

Our captain hath in every figure skill, 

An agM interpr(‘ter, though young in days ; 
Before proud Athens he’s set tlown by this, 
W’hose fall tJic mark of his ambition is. 10 

[Exii. 

S(XNE IV. Before the walls of Athens. 

Trumpets scv.ud. Enter Alciuiades u’iffi 
his Powers before Athens. 

Alcib. Sound to this coward and lascivious 
town 

Our terrible approach. 

Sound a parley. The Senators appear upon 
the walls. 

Till now you have gone on and fill’d the 
time 

With all licentious measure, making your 
wills 

The scope of justice ; till now, myself, and 
such s 

As slept within the shadow' of your power, 
Have wander’d with our travers’d arms, 
and breath’d 

Our sufferance vainly. Now the time is 
flush, 

When crouching marrow', in the bearer 
strong, 

Cries of itself ‘ No more I' Now' breathless 
wrong 10 

Shall sit and pant in your great chairs of 
case, 

And pursy insolence shall break his wind 
With fear and horrid flight. 

1 Sen. Noble and young, 

When thy first griefs were but a mere 
conceit, 

Ere thou hadst power or we had cause of 
fear, 15 
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We sent to thee, to give thy rages balm, 
To wipe out our ingratitude with loves 
Above their quantity. 

2 Sen, So did we woo 

Transformed Timon to our city*s love 
By humble message and by promis’d 
means. i?o 

We were not all unkind, nor all deserve 
The common stroke of war. 

1 Sen, These walls of ours 

Were not erected by their hands from whom 
You have receiv’d your griefs; nor are 

they such 

That these great tow’rs. trophies, and 
schools, should fall 
For private faults in them. 

2 Sen, Nor are they living 

Who were the motives that you first went 

out; 

Shame, that they w^anted cunning, in excess 
Hath broke their hearts. March, noble lord. 
Into our city with thy banners spread. 

By decimation and a tithed death— 

If thy revenges hunger for that food 
Which nature loathes—take thou the 
destin’d tenth, 

And by the hazard of the spotted die 
Let die the spotted. 

1 Sen. All have not offended ; .’s 

For those that were, it is not square to 

take. 

On tliose that arc, revenge: crimes, like 
lands, 

Are not inherited. Then, dear countryman. 
Bring in thy ranks, but leave without thy 
rage ; 

Spare thy Athenian cradle, and those kin 40 
Which, in the bluster of thy wrath, must 
fall 

With those that have offended. Like a 
shepherd 

Approach the fold and cull th’ infected 
forth. 

But kill not all together. 

2 Sen. What thou wilt. 

Thou rather shalt enforce it with thy smile 
Than hew to’t with thy sword. 

1 ScH. Set hut thy foot 

Against our rampir’d gates and they shall 

ope, 47 

So thou wilt send thy gentle heart before 
To say thou't enter friendly. 

2 Sen. Throw thy glove. 

Or any token of thine honour else, 50 


[Act 5 

That thou wilt use the wars as thy redress 
And not as our confusion, all thy powers 
Shall make their harbour in out town till we 
Have seal’d thy full desire, 

Akib, Then there’s my glove; 

Descend, and open your uncharged ports. 55 
Those enemies of Timon’s and mine own, 
Whom you yourselves shall set out for 
reproof, 

Fall, and no more. And, to atone your fears 
With my more noble meaning, not a man 
Shall pass his quarter or offend the stream 
Of regular justice in your city’s bounds, or 
But shall be render’d to your public laws 
At heaviest answer. 

Both. ’Tis most nobly spoken. 

Alcib. Descend, and keep your words, 

I [I'ke Senators descend and open the gates. 

Enter a Soldier as a Messenger. 

Sol. My noble General, Timon is dead ; 
Entomb’d upon the very hem o’ th’ sea ; 00 
And on his grave-stone this insculpture, 
which 

With wax I brought away, whose soft im¬ 
pression 

Interprets for my poor ignorance. 

Akibiades reads the Epitaph. 

‘ Here lies a wretched corse, of wretched 
soul bereft; 71 • 

Seek not my name. A plague constimc you 
wicked caitiffs left 1 

Here lie I, Timon, who alive all living men 
did hate. 

Pass by, and curse thy fill; but pass, and 
stay not here thy gait.’ 

These well express in thee thy latter spirits. 
Though thou abhorr’dst in us our human 
griefs, 75 

Scorn’dst our brain’s flow, and those our 
droplets which 

From niggard nature fall, yet rich conceit 
Taught thee to make vast Neptune weep 
for aye 

On thy low grave, on faults forgiven. Dead 
Is noble Timon, of whose memory sc 

Hereafter more. Bring me into your city. 
And 1 will use the olive, with my sword ; 
Make war breed peace, make peace stint 
war. make each 

Prescribe to other, as each other’s leech. 
Let our drums strike. [Exeunf. 
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JULIUS CyESAR 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


JUMXTS CAiSAR. 

Octavius C/fsar, \ Triumvirs after the 
Marcus Antonius, death of Julius 

M. AiMiu Lepidus^ J Ccesar. 

Cicero, \ 

Publics, seytators, 

PopiLius Lena, j 
Marcus Brutus, 

C'assius, 

Casca, 

Tkebonius, conspirators agahist 

Liuarius, Julius Ciesar. 

Decius Brui us, 

METELLUS ClMBER, 

CiNNA, 

Flavius and Marullus, tribunes, 
Artemidorus, a sophist of Oiidos, 

A Soothsayer. 


CiNNA, a pod. 

Another Poet. 

Lucilius, 

Mrs?\LA friends to Brutus ayid 

Yoi-ng Cato, j 
VOLUMNIUS, , 

Varro, 

Clitus, 

Strato*^*^ ' Brutus. 

Lucius, 

Dardanius, ^ 

PiNDARUS, servant to Cassius. 

Calphurnia, ivife to Ccesar, 

Portia, ivife to Brutus. 

Senators, Citizens, Guards, Attendants, &c. 


friends to 
Cassius, 


servants to Brutus. 


The Scene : Rome : near Sardis ; near Philippi. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Rome, A street. 

Enter Flavius, Marullus, attd certain 
Commoners over the stage. 

Flat. Hence 1 home, you idle creatures, 
get you home. 

Is this a holiday ? What I know you not, 
Being mechanical, you ought not walk 
Upon a labouring day without the sign 
Of your profession ? Speak, what trade art 
thou ? 5 

1 Cii. Why, sir, a carpenter. 

Mar. Where is thy leather apron and thy 
rule ? 

What dost thou with thy best apparel on ? 
You, sir, what trade are you ? 

2 Cii. Truly, sir, in respect of a fine 

workman, 1 am but, as you would say, a 
cobbler. n 

Mar. But what trade art thou ? Answer 
me directly. 

2 at, A trade, sir, that 1 hope I may use 
with a safe conscience, which is indeed, sir, 
a mender of bad soles. 

Mar, What trade, thou knave ? Thou 
naughty knave, what trade ? 15 

2 at. Nay, I beseech you, sir, be not out 
with me; yet, if you be out, sir, I can 
mend you. 

Mar. What meanest thou by that ? Mend 
me, thou saucy fellow I 
2 at. Why, sir, cobble you. 20 

Flav, Thou art a cobbler, art thou ? 


I 

2 Cii. Truly, sir, all that I live by is with 
the awl. i meddle with no tradesman's 
matters nor women's matters, but with awl, 
I am indeed, sir, a surgeon to old shoes. 
When they are in great danger, I re-cover 
them. As proper men as ever trod upon 
neat's leather have gone upon my handi¬ 
work. 

Flav. But wherefore art not in thy shop 
to-day ? 

Why dost thou lead these men about the 
streets ? 

2 at. Truly, sir, to wear out their shoes, 
to get myself into more work. But indeed, 
sir, we make holiday to see Cajsar, and to 
rejoice in his triumph. 

Mar. Wherefore rejoice ? What conquest 
brings he home ? 

What tributaries follow him to Rome, 

To grace in captive bonds his chariot 
wheels ? 33 

You blocks, you stones, you worse than 
senseless things I 

O you hard hearts, you cruel men of Rome, 
Knew you not Pompey ? Many a time and 
oft 

Have you climb'd up to walls and battle¬ 
ments, 

To tow'rs and windows, yea, to cliimney- 

tOpS, -ID 

Your infants in your arms, and there have 
sat 

The livelong day, with patient expectation, 
To see great Pompey pass the streets of 
Rome. 
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Ani when you saw his chariot but appear, 
Have you not made an universal shout, 45 
That Tiber trembled undernea th her banks. 
To hear the replication of your sounds 
Made in her concave shores ? 

And do you now put on your best attire ? 
And do you now cull out a holiday ? 50 

And do you now strew flowers in liis way 
That comes in triumph over Pompey’s 
blood ? 

Be gone I 

Run to your houses, fall upon your knees. 
Pray to the gods to intermit the plague ss 
That needs must light on this ingratitude, 
Flai\ Go, go. good countrymen, and for 
this fault I 

Assemble all the poor men of your sort; 
Draw them to Tiber banks, and weep your 
tears 

Into the channel, till the lowest stream 60 
Do kiss the most exalted shores of all. 

[F.xcunt all the Commoners, 
See whe’r their basest metal be not mov*d ; 
They v'anish tongue-tied in their guiltiness. 
Go you down that way towards the Capitol; 
This way will I, Disrobe the images < s 
If you do find them deck’d with ceremonies. 

Mar. May we do so ? 

You know' it is the feast of Lupcrcal. 

Flm\ It is no matter; let no images r.9 
Be hung with Csesar’s trophies. I’ll about. 
And drive away the vulgar from the streets; 
So do you too, w'here you perceive them 
thick. 

These growing feathers pluck’d from 
Osar’s wing 

Will make him fly an ordinary pitch, 

Who else w'ould soar above the view of 
men, : > 

And keep us all in servile fearfulness. 

[Exeunf. 

Scene II. Rome. A ptthlic place. 

Music. Enter C/iiSAR; Antony, for 
course ; Calphurnia, Portia, Dectus, 
Cicero, Bretus, Cassius, and Casc \ ; 
a great crotvd foUowingf among them a 
Soothsayer ; after them, Marullus and 
Flavius. 

CcBs. Calphurnia. 

Casca. Peace, ho ! Caesar speaks. 

[Music ceases. 

Caes. Calphurnia. 

Cal. Here, my lord. 

C(ts. Stand you directly in Antonius’ 
way 

When he doth run his course. Antonius! 
Ant. Caesar, my lord. ^ 

Coes. Forget not in your speed, Antonius, 
To touch Calphurnia ; for our elders say, 
The barren, touched in this holy chase, 8 
Shake off their sterile curse. 

Ant. 1 shall remember. 


When Ciiesar says * Do this *, it is perform’d. 

Coes. Set on, and leave no ceremony out* 

[Music* 

Sooth. Caesar! 

Coes. Ha I Who calls ? 

Casca. Bid every noise be still. Peace yet 
again. [Music ceases* 

Who is it in the press that calls on 
me ? 15 

I hear a tongue, shriller than all the music# 
Cry * Caesar I ’ Speak. Ca?sar is turn’d to 
hoar. 

Sooth. Bew^are the ides of March. 

Coes. What man is that ? 

Brti. A soothsayer bids you bew'are the 
ides of March. 

Coes. Set liim before me ; let me see his 
face. CO 

Cas, Fellow', come from the throng; look 
upon Caisar. 

Coes. What say’st thou to me now? Speak 
once again. 

Sooth. Beware the ides of March. 

Coes. He is a dreamer ; let us leave him. 
Puss. I Sennei. Exeunt all but Brutus 
and Cassius. 

Cas. Will you go see the order of the 
cvMirse ? 25 

Bru. Not I. 

Cas. I pray you do. 

Bru. I am not gamesome: I do lack 
some part 

Of that quick spirit that is in Antony, eg 
Let me not hinder, Cassius, your desires; 
ril leave you. 

Cas. Brutus, I do observe you now ol 
late ; 

I have not from your eyes that gentUmess 
And show' of love as 1 w'as w'ont to have. 
You bear too stubborn and too strange a 
hand 35 

Over your friend that loves you. 

Bru. Cassius, 

Be not deceiv’d. If I have veil’d my look, 

I turn the trouble of my countenance 
Merely upon myself. Vexed I am 
Of late w'ith passions of some difference, 
Conceptions only proper to myself, 

Which give some soil, perhaps, to my 
behaviours; 

But let not therefore my good friends be 
griev’d— 

Among which number, Cassius, be you 
one— 

Nor construe any further my neglect 45 
Than that poor Brutus, with himself at 
war, 

Forgets the shows of love to other men. 

Cas. Then, Brutus, I have much mistook 
your passion, 

By means whereof this breast of mine hath 
buried 

Thoughts of great value, worthy cogita¬ 
tions. 50 


970 



Scene 2] 

Tell me, good Brutus, can you see your 
face ? 

Bru, No, Cassius ; for the eye sees not 
itself 

But by reflection, by some other things. 
Cas, 'Tis just; 

And it is very niucli lamented, Brutus, 'i-. 
That you have no such mirrors as will turn 
Yoim hidden ^^orth^ness into your eye. 
That you might sec your shadow, 1 have 
heard, 

Where many of the best respect in Rome— 
Except immortal Caesar—speaking of 
Brutus, 

And groiining underneath this age’s yoke. 
Have wish’d that noble Brutus liad his eyes. 
Bru, Into what clangers would you lead 
me, Cassius, 

That you would have me seek into myself 
b'or that which is not in me ? 05 

Cas. Therefore, good BnUus, be prepar’d 
to hear; 

And since you know you cannot sec yourself 
So well as by reflection, 1, your glass, 

Will modestly discover to yourself 
Tliat of yourself which you yet know 
not of. 'u 

And be not jealous on me, gentle Brutus: 
Were 1 a common laughter, or did use 
lb stale with ordinary oaths my kwe 
'I’o every new' protester ; if you know m 
T hat 1 do fawn on men and hug tiiem hard, 
And after scandal them ; or if you know 
That I profess myself in banqueting 
To all the rout then hold me clangcrc'us. 

[Flourish and shout. 
Bnt. What means this shouting ? 1 do 
fear the people 
CIUHisc Cajsar for their king. 

Cas. Ay, do you fear it ? 80 

Then must I think you would not have 
it so. 

Brti. 1 would not, Cassius ; yet I love 
him well. 

But wherefore do you hold me here so long? 
What is it that you would impart to me ? 
If it be aught toward the general good, 85 
Set honour in one eye and death i’ th’ 
other, 

And I will look on both indifferently ; 

For let the gods so speed me as I love 
The name of honour more than 1 fear death. 
Cas. I know that virtue to be in you, 
Brutus, 00 

As well as I do know your outw'ard favour. 
Well, honour is the subject of my story. 

1 cannot tell what you and otlier men 
T hink of this life ; but, for my single self, 

I had as lief not be as live to be 95 

In awe of such a thing as I myself. 

I was born free as Caesar; so were you. 
We both have fed as well, and we can both 
Endure the winter’s cold as well as he. 

For once, upon a raw and gusty day, 100 
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The troubled Tiber chafing with her shores, 
Caesar said to me ‘ Dar’st thou, Cassius, now 
Leap in with me into this angry flood, 

And swim to yonder point ? ’ Upon the 
word, 

Accoutreii as I w’as, I plunged in 15 

And bade him follow. So indeed he did. 
i'hc torrent roar’d, and we did buffet it 
With itisty sinews, throwing it aside 
And stemming it with hearts of controversy; 
But ere we coidd arrive the point propos’d, 
C'Vsar cried ‘ Help me, Cassius, or 1 sink ! ‘ 
I, as /Eneas, our great ancestor, jt/ 

Did from the flames of Troy upon his 
shoulder 

The old Anchises bear, so from the waves 
of Tiber 

Did I the tired Cjesar. And this man tj^, 
Is now become a god ; and Cassius is 
A wretched creature, and must bend his 
body 

If C?esar carelessly but nod on him. 
flc had a fever when he was in Spain, 

And when the fit was on iiiir. 1 did mark 
How he did shake. 'Tis true, this god did 
shake. 

His coward lips did from their colour lly, 
And that same eye, whose bend doth awe 
the world, 

Did lose his lustre. I did hear him groan. 
Ay, and that tongue of his, that bade the 
Romans 1/; 

Mark him, and write his speeches in their 
books, 

Alas! it cried ‘ Give me some drink, 
Titinius ’ 

As a sick girl. Ye gods I it doth amaze me 
A man of such a feeble temper should 
So get the start of the majestic world, i 
And bear the palm alone. [Shout. Flourish. 

Bru. Another general shout! 

I do believe that these applauses are 
For some new honours that arc lieap’d on 
Ctesar. 

Cas. Why, man, he doth bestride the 
narrow world 135 

Like a Colossus, and w^e petty men 
Walk under his huge legs, and peep about 
To find ourselves dishonourable graves. 
Men at some time arc masters of their fates: 
The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, 
But in ourselves, that we arc underlings. 

‘ Brutus ' and ‘ Caesar What should be in 
that ' Caesar ' ? 14? 

Why should that name be sounded more 
timn yours ? 

Write them together: yours is as fair a 
name. 

Sound them : it doth become the mouth as 
well. X45 

Weigh them : it is as heavy. Conjure with 
’em : 

‘ Brutus ’ will start a spirit as soon as 
* Caesar *. 
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Now, in the names of all the gods at once. 
Upon what meat doth this our Csesar feed. 
That he is grown so great ? Age, thou art 
sham’d I 

Rome, thou has lost the breed of noble 
bloods I 

When went there by an age, since the great 
flood. 

But it was fam’d with more than with one 
man ? 

When could they say, till now, that talk’d 
of Rome, 

That her >vide walls encompass’d but one 
man ? 135 

Now is it Rome indeed, and room enough, 
When there is in it but one only man. 

O ! you and I have heard our fathers say 
There was a Brutus once that would have 
brook’d 

Th* eternal devil to keep his state in Home 
As easily as a king. x' l 

Bni, That you do love me, 1 am nothing 
jealous ; 

What you would work me to, I have some 
aim ; 

How I have thought of this, and of these 
times, 

1 shall recount hereafter. For this present, 
I would not, so with love I might entreat 
you, 

Be any further mov’d. What you have said 
1 will consider ; what you have to say 
I will with patience hear ; and find a time 
Both meet to hear and answer such high 
things. 17' 

Till then, my noble friend, chew upon this : 
Brutus had rather l>e a villager 
Than to repute himself a son of Rome 
Under these hard conditions as this time 
is like to lay upon us. 175 

Cas. I am glad that my we«ik words 
Have struck but thus much show of fire 
from Brutus. 

Re-enter C;esar and his Train. 

Bru. The games are done, and Caesar is 
returning. 

Cas. As they pass by, pluck Casca by the 
sleeve, 179 

And he will, after his sour fashion, tell you 
What hath proceeded worthy note to-day. 

Bru. 1 will do so. But, look you, Cassius, 
The angry spot doth glow on Caesar’s brow. 
And all the rest look like a chidden train; 
Calphurnia’s cheek is pale, and Cicero xHs 
L ooks with such ferret and such fiery eyes 
As we have seen him in the Capitol, 

Being cross’d in conference by some 
senators. 

Cas. Casca will tell us what the matter is. 

Cces. Antonins! 190 

AnL Caesar ? 

Cars. Let me have men about me that 
are fat; 


[Act 1 

Sleek'hcaded men, and such as sleep 0’ 
nights. 

Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look ; 
He thinks too much. Such men are 
dangerous. 19 s 

Ant, Fear him not, Caesar, he’s not 
dangerous ; 

He is a noble Roman, and well given. 

C^s. Would he were fatter I But 1 fear 
him not. 

Yet if my name were liable to fear, 

I do not know the man I should avoid 200 
So soon as that spare Cassius. He reads 
much. 

He is a great observer, and he looks 
Quite through the deeds of men. He loves 
no plays, 

As thou dost, Antony ; he hears no music. 
Seldom he smiles, and smiles in such a sort 
As if he mock’d himself, and scorn’d his 
spirit 

That could be mov’d to smile at anything. 
Such men as he be never at heart’s case 
Whiles they behold a greater than them¬ 
selves, 

And therefore are they very dangerous, 310 
I rather tell tlice what is to l>e fear’d 
Than what I fear ,* for always 1 am Caesar. 
Come on my right hand, for this ear is deaf, 
And tell me truly what thou think’st of him. 
[S’ertnrk Exeunt Ccesar and his Train. 
Casca. You pull’d me by the cloak. 

Would you speak with me ? ^ 

Bru. Ay, Casca; tell us w'hat hath 
chanc’d to-day, 

That Caesar looks so sad ? 

Casca. Why, you were with him, were 
you not ? 

Brti. I should not then ask Casca what 
had chanc’d. 219 

Casca, Why, there was a crown offer’d 
him; and being offer'd him, he put it by 
w ith the back of his hand, thus ; and then 
the people fell a'Shouting. 

Bru. What was the second noise for ? 
Casca. Why, for that too. 224 

Cas. They shouted thrice ; what was the 
last cry for ? 

Casca. Why, for that too. 

Bru. Was the crown offer'd him thrice ? 
Casca. Ay, marry, was't, and he put it by 
thrice, every time gentler than other ; and 
at every putting by mine honest neighbours 
shouted. 230 

Cas. Who offer’d him the crown ? 

Casca. Why, Antony. 

Bru. Tell us the manner of it, gentle 
Casca. 233 

Casca, 1 can as well be bang’d as tell the 
manner of it: it was mere foolery ; 1 did 
not mark it. I saw Mark Antony offer him 
a crown—yet ’twas not a crown neither, 
’twas one of these coronets—and, as I told 
you, he put it by once; but for all that. 
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to my thinking, he would fain have had it. 
Then he offered it to him again; then he 
put it by again ; but to my thinking, he 
was very loath to lay his fingers off it. And 
then he offered it the third time; he put 
it the third time by ; and still as he refus’d 
it, the rabblement hooted, and clapp’d 
their chopt hands, and threw up their 
sweaty night-caps, and uttered such a deal 
of stinking breath because Caesar refus’d 
the crown, that it had almost choked 
Caesar ; for he swooned and fell down at it. 
And for mine own part I durst not laugh, 
for fear of opening my lips and receiving 
the bad air. i* t<) 

Cas. But soft, I pray you. What, did 
Caesar swoon ? 

Casca. He fell down in the market-place, 
and foam'd at mouth, and was speechless. 
Bru. 'Tis very like. He hath the falling 
sickness. 

Cas. No, Caesar hath it not; but you, 
and 1, 

And honest Casca, we have the falling 
sickness. 

Casca. I know not what you mean by 
that, but 1 am sure Ca‘sar fell down. If the 
tag-rag people did not clap him and hiss 
him, according as he pleas’d and displeas’d 
them, as they use to do the players in the 
theatre, I am no true man. < 

Bru. What said he when he came unto 
himself ? 

Casca. Marry, before he fell down, when 
he perceiv'd the common herd was glad he 
refus'd the crown, he pluckt me ope his 
doublet, and offer’d them his throat to cut. 
An 1 had been a man of any occupation, 
if I would not have taken him at a word, 
I would 1 might go to hell among the 
rogues. And so he tell. When he came to 
himself again, he said, if he had done or 
said anything amiss, he desir'd their 
worships to think it was his infirmity. Three 
or four wenches, where 1 stood, cried ' Alas, 
good soul! ’ and forgave him with all their 
hearts. But there's no heed to be taken of 
them ; if Caesar had stabb’d their mothers, 
they would have done no less. 

Bru. And after that, he came thus sad 
away ? 275 1 

Casca. Ay, ] 

Cas. Did Cicero say anything ? | 

Casca. Ay, he spoke Greek. 1 

Cas. To what effect ? 279' 

Casca. Nay, an I tell you that, I'll ne'er 
look you i' th' face again. But those that 
understood him smil'd at one another, and 
shook their heads ; but for mine own part, 
it was Greek to me. 1 could tell you more 
news too: MarulUis and Flavius, for 
pulling scarfs off Caesar's images, are put! 
to silence. Fare you well. There was more i 
foolery yet, if I could remember it. 280 j 
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Cas. Will you sup with me to-night, 
Casca ? 

Casca. No, I am promis'd forth. 

Cas. Will you dine with me to-morrow ? 

Casca. Ay. if I be alive, and your mind 
hold, and your dinner worth the eating, cq* 

Cas. Good ; I will expect you. 

Casca. Do so. Farewell, both. [Exit. 

Bru. What a blunt fellow is this grown 
to be I 

He was quick mettle when he went to 
school. 2 v,5 

Cas. So is he now, in execution 
Of any bold or noble enterprise, 

However he puts on this tardy form. 

This rudeness is a sauce to his good wit. 
Which gives men stomach to digest his 
words 

With better appetite. 

Bru. And so it is. For this time I will 
leave you. 

To-morrow, if you please to speak with me, 
1 will come home to you ; or, if you will, 
Come home to me, and I will wait for you, 

Cas. I will do so. Till then, think of the 
world. [Exii Brutus. 

Well, Brutus, thou art noble ; yet, I see, 
Thy honourable metal may be wrought 
From that it is dispos’d. Therefore it is 
meet 

That noble minds keep ever with their 
likes; ino 

For who so firm that cannot be seduc'd ? 
Caesar doth bear me hard; but he loves 
Brutus. 

If 1 were Brutus now and he were Cassius, 
fie should not humour me. 1 will this night, 
In several hands, in at his windows throw, 
As if they came from several citizens, 316 
Writings, all tending to the great opinion 
That Rome holds of his name; wherein 
obscurely 

Caesar's ambition shall be glanced at. 

And, after this, let Caesar seat him sure ; 3^0 
For we will shake him, or worse days 
endure. (Exit. 

Scene 111 . Rome. A street. 

Thunder and lightning. Enter, from opposite 
sides, Casca, with his sword drawn, 
and Cicero, 

Cic. Good even, Casca. Brought you 
Caesar home ? 

Why are you breathless ? and why stare 
you so ? 

Casca. Are not yon mov’d, when all the 
sway of earth 

Shakes like a thing unfirm ? O Cicero, 

I have seen tempests when the scolding 
winds 5 

Have riv'd the knotty oaks, and I have seen 
Th' ambitious ocean swell, and rage, and 
foaxxE 
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I'o be exalted with the thrcat’ning clouds ; 
But never till to-night, never till now* 

Did 1 go through a tempest dropping fire, ii- 
Either there is a civil strife in heaven. 

Or else the worhi, too saucy with the gods, 
Incenses them to send destruction. 

Cic. Wliy, saw you any thing more 
wonderful ? 

Cascu. A common slave—you know him 
well by sight— i? 

Held up his left hand, which did (lame and 
burn 

Like twenty torches join’d ; and yet his 
hand, 

Not sensible of fire, remain'd unscorch’d. 
Besides —1 ha’ not since put up my sword— 
Against the Capitol I met a lion, c 
Who glaz'd upon me, and went surly by 
Without annoying me; and there were 
drawm 

Upon a heap a hundred ghastly women, 
Transformed with their fear, who swore 
they savv 

Men, all in fire, walk up and down the 
strev?ts. 2 3 

And yesterday the bird of night did sit, 
Even at noon-day, upon the iriarkct-placc, 
Hooting and shrieking. When thcic 
prodigies 

Do so conjointly meet, let not men say 
‘ These are their reasons—they are natural 
For I believe they are portentous things v. 
Unto the climate that they point upon. 

Cic. Indeed, it is a strange-disposed time; 
But men may construe things after their 
fashion, 

Clean from the purpose of the things them¬ 
selves. 

Comes Caesar tv’* the Capitol to-morrow ? 

Cased. He doth ; for he did bid Antonias 
Send word to you he would be there to¬ 
morrow. 

Cic. Good night, then, Casca; this 
disturbed sky 3 ^ 

Is not to walk in. 

Casca. Farewell, Cicero. [Exii Cicero. 

Enter Cassius. 

Cas. Who's there ? 

Casca. A Roman. 

Cas. Casca, by your voice. 

Casca. Your ear is good. Cassius, what 
night is this ! 

Cas. A very pleasing night to honest men. 

Casca. Who ever knew the heavens 
menace so ? 

Cos. Those that have known the earth so 
full of faults. 45 

For my part, I have walk’d about the 
streets. 

Submitting me unto the perilous night. 
And, thus unbraced, Casca, as you see, 
Have bar’d my bosom to the thunder- 
stone ; 


[Act 1 

And when the cross blue lightning seem’d 
to open 5'> 

The breast of heaven, I did present myself 
Even in the aim and very flash of it. 

Casca. But w'hcrefore did you so much 
tempt the heavens ? 

It is the part of men to fear and tremble 
When the most mighty gods by tokens send 
Such dreadful heralds to astonish us. so 

Cas. You are dull, Casca, and those 
sparks of life 

rhat should be in a Roman you do want, 
Or else you use not. You look pale, and 
gaze, 

And put on fear, and cast yourself in 
wonder, 

To see the strange impalience of the 
heavens; 

But if you would consider the true cause— 
Why all these fires, wdiy all these gliding 
ghosts, 

WTiy birds and beasts, from quality and 
kind; 

Why ok! men, fools, and children calculate ; 
Why all these things change Irom their 
ordinance, 

Their natures and preformed faculties, 

I’o monstrous quality—why, you shall find 
lhat heaven hath infus’d them with these 
spirits, 

To make them instruments of fear and 
warning 70 

lh»to some monstrous state. 

Now could 1 , Casca, name to thee a man 
Most like this dreadful night 
That thunders, lightens, opens graves, and 
roars 

As doth the lion in the Capitol; 75 

A man no mightier than thyself or me 
III j>crsonal action, yet prodigious grown, 
And fearful, as thci-ie strange eruptions are. 

Casca. 'dis Ca'sar that you mean, is it 
not, Cassius ? 

Cas. Let it be who it is; for Romans 
now 80 

Have thews and limbos like to their an¬ 
cestors. 

But woe the while ! our fathers' minds are 
dead, 

And wc are govern’d with our mothers’ 
spirits ; 

Our yoke and sufferance show us womanish. 

Casca. Indeed they say the senators to¬ 
morrow 85 

Mean to establish Ciesar as a king; 

And he shall wear his crown by sea and 
land, 

In every place save here in Italy. 

Cas. 1 know where 1 will wear this dagger 
then; 89 

Cassius from bondage will deliver Cassius. 
Therein, ye gods, you make the weak most 
strong; 

Therein, ye gods, you tyrants do defeat. 
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Nor stony tower, nor walls of beaten brass. 
No^ airless dungeon, nor strong links of 
iron, 9t 

Can be retentive to the strength of spirit; 
But life, being weary of these worldly bars. 
Never lacks power to dismiss itself. 

If 1 know this, know all the world besides, 
That part of tyranny that 1 do bear, 

I can shake off at pleasure. [Thunder si ill. 

Ciisca. So can I; u._. 

So every bondman in his own hand bears 
Tlic power to cancel his captivity. 

Cas. And why should Cccsar be a tyranl, 
then ? ; 

Poor man ! I know he would not be a woii 
But that he sees the Romans are but sheep *. 
He were no lion, were not Homans hinds. 
Ihose that with haste will make a mighty 
lire 

Begin it with weak straws. What trash is 
Kotne, 

What rubbish, and wdiat offal, when it 
serves 

For the base matter to illuminate i r< 

So vile a tiling as Ca\sar 1 But, O grief, 
Where hast thou led me ? 1 perhaps speak 
this 

Before a willing bondman ; then 1 know' 
My answer must be made. But I am arm'd. 
And dangers are to me indilTerent. 

Casca, You speak to Casca, and to such 
a man 

That is no fleering tell-tale. Hold, my hand. 
Be factious for redress of all these griefs. 
And 1 will set this foot of mine as far 
As who goes farthest. 

Cas. There’s a bargain made. i 

Now know you, Casca, I have mov’d 
already 

Some certain of the noblest-minded 
Romans 

To undergo with me an enterprise 
Of honourable-dangerous consequence; 
And 1 do know by this they stay for me j 
I n Pompey’s porch; for now, this fearful 
night, 

There is no stir or walking in the streets. 
And the complexion of the element 
In favour's like the work we have in hand, 
Most bloody, fiery, and most terrible. 130 

Enicr ClNNA, 

Casca. Stand close awhile, for here comes 
one in haste. 

Cas. 'Tis Cinna, I do know him by his 
gait; 

He is a friend. China, where haste you so ? 
Cin. To find out you. Who’s that ? 
Mctelhis Cimber ? 

Cas. No, it is Casca, one incorporate 13? 
To our attempts. Am I not stay’d for, 
Cinna ? 

Cin. 1 am glad oii't. What a fearful 
night is this I 
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There’s two or three of us have seen strange 
sights. 

Cas. Am I not stay’d for ? Tell me. J,n 
Cin. Yes, you are, O Cassius, if you could 
But win the noble Brutus to our party— 
Cas. Be you content. Good Cinna, take 
this paper, 

And look you lay it in the praetor’s chair, 
Where Brutus may but find it; and throw 
this 

In at his window ; set this up with wax 115 
Upon old Brutus’ statue. All this done, 
Repair to Fompey’s porch, where you shall 
find us. 

is Decius Brut us and Trebonius there ? 
Cin. All but Metellus Cimber, and he’s 
gone u9 

I d o seek yoir at your house. Well, 1 will hie. 
And so bestow these papers as you hade me. 
Cas. lhat done, repair to Pompey’s 
theatre. fExh Cinna. 

Come, Casca, you and I will yet ere day 
See Brutus at his house. Three parts of him 
Is ours already, and the man entire i ":5 
Upon tlu* next encounter yields luin ours. 
Casca. O, he sits high in all the people’s 
hearts ; 

And thJit v/hich would appear oifence in us 
His countenance, like richest alchemy, 
Will change to virtue and to ivorthiness. i to 
Cas. Him and his worth and our great 
need of him 

You have right well conceited. Tet us go, 
For it is after midnight; and ere day 
We will awake him and be sure of him. 

[Exeunf. 

ACT TWO 
Scene I. Rfmie. 

Euler Buutus hi his orchard, 

Bru. What, Lucius, ho ! 

I cannot by the progress of the stars 
Give guess how’ near to day. Lucius, 1 say ! 
1 would it were my fault to sleep so soundly. 
When, Lucius, when ? Awake, I say ! 
What, Lucius I 5 

Enter Lucius. 

Luc. Call’d you, my lord 1 
Bru. Get me a taper in my study, Lucius; 
When it is lighted, come and call me here. 
Luc. I will, my lord. [Exif. 

Bru. It must be by his death ; and for 
my part, 10 

T know no personal cause to spurn at him. 
But for the general: he would be crown’d. 
How that might change his nature, there’s 
the question. 

It is the bright day that brings forth the 
adder, 

And that craves wary walking. Crown him 
—that! J 5 

And then, 1 grant, we put a sting in him 
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That at Iiis will he may do danger with. 
Th’ abuse of greatness is, when it disjoins 
Remorse from power ; and to speak truth 
of Caesar, 

1 have not known when his affections 
sway'd -’o 

More than his reason. But ’tis a common 
proof 

That lowliness is young ambition’s ladder. 
Whereto the climber-upward turns his face; 
But when he once attains the upmost 
round. 

He then unto the ladder turns his back. 25 
Looks in the clouds, scorning the base 
degrees 

By which he did ascend. So Caesar may. 
Then, lest he may, prevent. And since the 
quarrel 

Will bear no colour for the thing he is, 
Fashion it thus—that what he is, aug¬ 
mented, so 

Would run to these and these extremities; 
And therefore think him as a serpent’s egg, 
Which, hatch'd, would as his kind grow 
mischievous. 

And kill him in the shell. 

Re-enter Lucius. 

Luc. The taper burneth in your closet, 
sir. 35 

Seardiing the window for a flint, I found 
This paper, thus seal'd up; and I am sure 
It did not lie there when 1 went to bed. 

[Giving him a letter, 

Bru, Get you to bed again, it is not day. 
Is not to-morrow, boy, the ides of March ? 

Luc. 1 know not, sir, a » 

Bru, Look in the calendar, and bring me 
word. 

Luc. I will, sir. [Exit, 

Bru. The exhalations, whizzing in the air, 
Give so much light that I may read by 
them. lO/>ens the letter and reads. 

* Brutus, thou sleep'st. Awake, and see 

thyself. 

Shall Rome, &c. Speak, strike, redress I 
Brutus, thou sleep'st; awake.* 

Such instigations have been often dropp'd 
Where I have took them up. 

‘ Shall Rome, &c.’ Thus must I piece it out : 
Shall Rome stand under one man's awe ? 
What, Rome ? 

My ancestors did from the streets of Rome 
The Tarquin drive, when he was call’d a 
king. 54 

* Speak, strike, redress I * Am I entreated 
To speak and strike ? O Rome, I make 

thee promise, i 

If the redress will follow, thou rcceivest 
Thy full petition at the hand of Brutus! 

Re-enter Lucius. 

Luc, Sir, March is wasted fifteen days. 

[Knocking within. '■ 


[Act 2 

Bru. ’Tis good. Go to the gate; some¬ 
body knocks. [Exit Lucius. 

Since Cassius first did whet me against 
Ciesar, 6x 

I have not slept. 

Between the acting of a dreadful thing 
And the first motion, all the interim is 
Like a phantasma or a hideous dream. 6 $ 
The Genius and the mortal instruments 
Are then in council; and the state of man. 
Like to a little kingdom, suffers then 
The nature of an insurrection. 

Re-enter Lucius. 

Luc. Sir, ’tLs your brotlier Cassius at 
the door 70 

Who doth desire to see you. 

Bru. Is he alone ? 

Luc. No, sir, there are more with him. 
Bru. Do you know them ? 

Luc, No, sir; their hats are pluck’d 
about their ears 

And half their faces buried in their cloaks, 
That by no means I may discover them 7.^ 
By any mark of favour 
Bru. Let 'em enter. 

[Exit Lucius. 

They are the faction. O conspiracy, 
Sham’st thou to show' thy dang'rous brow 
by night, 7« 

When evils are most free ? O, then by day 
Where wilt thou find a cavern dark enough 
To mask thy monstrous visage ? Seek none, 
conspiracy; 

Hide it in smiles and aflability I 

For if thou path, thy native semblance on. 

Not Erebus itself were dim enough 

To hide thee from prevention. 85 

Enter the conspirators^ Cassius, Casca, 
DeCIUS, CiNNA, MeTELLUS ClMBER, 
and Thebonius. 

Cas. 1 think w'c are too bold upon your 
rest. 

ood morrow, Brutus. Do we trouble you? 
Bru. I have been up this hour, awake all 
night. 

Know I these men that come along with 
you ? 

Cas. Yes, every man of them; and no 
man here 9« 

But honours you ; and every one doth wish 
You had but that opinion of yourself 
Which every noble Roman bears of you. 
This is Trebonius. 

Bru. He is welcome hither. 

Cas. This, Declus Brutus. 

Bru. He is welcome too. 95 

Cas. This, Casca ; this, Cinna ; 

And this, Metellus Cimber. 

Bru. They are all welcome. 

What watchful cares do interpose them¬ 
selves 

Betwixt your eyes and night ? 
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Cas* Shall I entreat a word ? joo 

[Tltey whisper. 

Dec, Here lies the east. Doth not the day 
break here ? 

Cased, No. 

Cin. O, pardon, sir, it doth; and yon 
grey lines 

That fret the clouds are messengers of day. 

Casca, You shall confess that you arc 
both deceiv’d. 

Here, as I point my sword, the sun arises; 
Which is a great way growing on the south. 
Weighing the youthful season of the year. 
Some two months hence up higher toward 
the north 

He first presents his fire ; and the high east 
Stands as the Capitol, directly here, n* 

Bru. Give me your hands all over, one 
by one, 

Cas. And let us swear our resolution. 

Bru, No, not an oath. If not the face 
of men. 

The suflerance of our souls, the time's 
abuse, xi., 

If these be motives weak, break otf be¬ 
times, 

And every man hence to his idle bed. 

So let high-sighted tyranny range on, 

TUI each man drop by lottery. But if these, 
As 1 am sure they do, bear fire enough i.:" 
To kindle cowards, and to steel with valour 
The melting spirits of women, then, 
countrymen, 

What need we any spur but our own cause 
Id prick us to redress ? What other bond 
Than secret Romans that have spoke the 
word 123 

And will not palter ? And what other oath 
Than honesty to honesty engag’d 
lliat this shall be or we will fall for it ? 
Swear priests and cowards and men 
cautelous, 129 

Old feeble carrions and such suffering souls 
That welcome wrongs; unto bad causes 
swear 

Such creatures as men doubt; but do not 
stain 

The even virtue of our enterprise. 

Nor th’ insuppressive mettle of our spirits, 
To think that or our cause or our perform¬ 
ance i3i) 

Did need an oath; when every drop of 
blood 

That every Roman bears, and nobly bears. 
Is guilty of a several bastardy, 

If he do break the smallest particle 139 
Of any promise that hath pass’d from him. 

Cas. But what of Cicero ? ShaU we 
sound him ? 

I think he will stand very strong with us. 

Casca. Let us not leave him out. 

Cin. No, by no means. 

Met, O, let us have him; for his silver 
hairs 


Will purchase us a good opinion, 145 

And buy men’s voices to commend our 
deeds. 

It shall be said his iudgment rul'd our 
hands; 

Our youths and wildness shall no whit 
appear, 

But all be buried in his gravity. 

Bru, O, name him not! Let us not break 
with him ; j5o 

For he will never follow any thing 
i hat other men begin. 

Cas, 'I'hcn leave him out. 

Casca, Indeed he is not fit. 

Dec, Shall no man else be touch'd but 
only Qesar ? 

Cas, Decius, well urg’d. I think it is not 
meet 155 

Mark Antony, so well belov’cl of Caesar, 
Should outlive Ca*sar We shall find of 
him 

A shrewd contriver ; and you know' his 
means, 

If he improve them, may well stretch so far 
As to annoy us' all; which to prevent, n>u 
Let Antony and Oesar fall together. 

Bru, Our course will seem too bloody, 
Caius Cassius, 

To cut the head off and then hack the 
limbs— 

Like wrath in death and envy afterwards; 
For Antony is but a limb of Caesar. 

Let’s be sacrilicers, but not butchers, Caius. 
We all stand up against the spirit of Ctesar, 
And in the spirit of men there is no blood. 
O that wc then could come by Caesar’s 
spirit, 

And not dismember Casar! But, alas, 17^ 
Caesar must bleed for it I And, gentle 
friends, 

Let’s kill him boldly, but not wrathfiilly; 
Let’s carve him as a dish fit for the gods. 
Not hew him as a carcase fit for hounds; 
And let our hearts, as subtle masters do, 1: 5 
Stir up their servants to an act of rage, 
And after seem to chide 'em. This shall 
make 

Our purpose necessary, and not envious ; 
Which so appearing to the common eyes, 
We shall be call’d purgers, not murderers. 
And for Mark Antony, think not of him ; 
For he can do no more than Caesar's arm 
When Caesar's head is off. 

Cas. Yet I fear him ; 

For in the engrafted love he bears to 
Caesar— 

Bru. Alas, good Cassius, do not think of 
him! iSf, 

If he love Oesar, all that he can do 
Is to himself take thought and die for 
Citsar; 

And that were much he should, for he is 
given 

To sports, to wildness, and much company. 
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Treb. There is no fear in him. Let him 
not die; iqo 

For he will live, and laugh at this hereafter. 

[Clock strikes, 

Brit, Peace! Count the clock. 

Cas, The clock hath stricken three. 

Treb, *Tis time to part. 

Crts. But it is doubtful yet 

Whether Cjcsar will come forth to-day or 
no; 

For he is superstitious grown of late, io‘ 
Q.iitQ from the main opinion he held once 
fantasy, of dreams, and ceremonies, 
it may be thc>e apparent prodigies. 

The unaccustonFd terror of this night, 
A!iJ the persuasion of his auguters, 20 ' 
M iv hold him from the Capitol to-day. 

Dec. Ne ver fear that. If he be so resolv’d, 
] can o’cTsvvay him ; for he loves to hear 
'that unicorns may be betray’d with trees, 
And bears with glasses, e’ephants with 
holes, 2 

Lions with toils, and men with flatterers ; 
But when I tell him he hates flatterers. 

Me says he does, being then most ilatteicd. 
Let me work ; 

For 1 can give his humour the true bent, 21 ^ 
And I will bring him to the Capitol. 

Cas. Nay, we will all of us be there to 
fetch him. 

Bru. By the eighth hour. Is that the 
uttermost ? 

Cin. Be that the uttermost, and fail not 
then. 

Kiel, Chius Ligarius doth bear Caesar 
hard, 215 

Who rated him for speaking well of Pom- 
pey. 

1 wonder none of you have thought of him. 

Bru. Now, good Metellus, go along by 
him. 

Me loves me well, and I have given him 
reasons; 219 

Send him but hither, and I’ll fashion him. 

Cas. The morning comes iipon’s. We’ll 
leave you, Brutus. 

And, friends, disperse yourselves; but all 
remember 

What you have said, and show yourselves 
true Romans. 

Bru, Good gentlemen, look fresh and 
merrily ; 

Let not our looks put on our purposes, 225 
But bear it as our Ftoman actors do. 

With untir’d spirits and formal constancy. 
And so good morrow to you every one. 

IB'xcunl all but Brutus, 
Boy I Lucius! Fast asleep ? It is no 
matter; 

Enjoy the honey-heavy dew of slumber. 230 
Thou hast no figures nor no fantasies 
Which busy care draws in the brains of 
men ; 

Therefore thou sleep’st so sound* 
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Enter Portia. 

For, Brutus, my lord I 

Bru. Portia, what mean you ? Wherefore 
rise you now ? 

It Is not for your health thus to commit 23s 
Your weak condition to the raw cold 
morning. 

For, Nor for yours neither. Y’have iin- 
gently, Brutus, 

Stole from my bed; and yesternight at 
supper 

You suddenly arose and walk'd about, 239 
Musing and sig’ning, with your arms across; 
A*nJ when I ask’d you what the matter was. 
You star’d upon me with ungentle looks. 

I urg’d you further; then you scratch’d 
your head 

And too impatiently stamp’d with your 
foot. 

Yet I insisted ; yet you answer’d not, 245 
But with an angry waftiirc of your band 
Gave sign for me to leave you. So 1 did, 
Fearing to strengthen that imputieucc 
Which seem’d too much enkindled ; and 
withal 

Moping it was but an effect of humour, 250 
Which sometime hath his hour with every 
man. 

It will not let you cat, nor talk, nor sleep ; 
And, could it work so much upon your 
shape 

As it hath much prevail’d on your con¬ 
dition, 

I should not know you Brutus. Dear my 
lord, 235 

Make me acquainted with your cause of 
grief. 

Bru. 1 am not well in health, and that 
is all. 

For, Brutus is wise, and, were he not in 
health, 

He would embrace the means to come by it, 

Bru, Why, so I do. Good Portia, go to 
bed, aOo 

For, Is Brutus sick, and is it physical 
To walk unbraced and suck up the humours 
Of the dank morning ? What, is Brutus 
sick. 

And will he steal out of his wholesome bed, 
To dare the vile contagion of the night, 265 
And tempt the rheumy and unpurged air 
I’o add unto his sickness ? No, my Brutus; 
You have some sick olfence within your 
mind, 

Which by the right and virtue of my 
place 

I ought to know of; and upon my knees 270 
I charm you, by my once-commended 
beauty, 

By all your vows of love, and that great 
vow 

Which did incorporate and make us one, 

1 hat you unfold to me, your self, your half, 
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Why you arc heavy—and what men to¬ 
night 275 

Have had resort to you ; for here have been 
Some six or seven, who did hide their faces 
Even from darkness. 

Bni, Kneel not, gentle Portia. 

For, I should not need, if you were gentle 
Brutus. 

Within the bond of marriage, tell me. 

Brutus, 2.So 

Is it excepted 1 should know no secrets 
That appertain to you ? Am 1 your vSeU 
But, as it were, in sort or limitation ? 

To keep witii you at meals, comfort your 
bed, 

And talk to you sometimes ? Dwell I but 
in the suburbs s 

Of your good pleasure ? If it be no more. 
Portia is Brutus' harlot, not his wife. 

Bru. ^'ou are my true and honourable 
wife, 

As dear lo mo as arc the ruddy drops 
That visit my sad heart. ?9') 

For, If this were true, then should I know 
this secret. 

I grant 1 iim a woman ; but withal 
A v/oman that Lord Brutus took to wife. 

I grant I am a woman ; but withal 
A woman well reputed, Cato’s daughter. 29:. 
Think you I am no stronger than my sex. 
Being so father’d and so husbanded ? 

Tell me your counsels, 1 will not disclose 
’em. 

I have made strong proof of my constancy. 
Giving myself a voluntary wound 3<->o 
Here, in the thigii. Can 1 boar that with 
patience, 

And not my husband’s secrets ? 

Bru. O ye gods. 

Render me worthy of this noble wile ! 

[Knocking within. 
Hark, hark ! one knocks. Portia, go in 
awhile, 

And by and by thy bosom shall partake 305 
The secrets of my heart. 

All my engagements I will construe to thcc, 
All the charactery of my sad brows. 

Leave me with haste. [Exit Portia. 

Lucius, who’s that knocks ? 

Enter Lucius and Ligaiuus. 

Lmc. Here is a sick man that would speak 
with you. 

Brn. Cains Ligariiis, that Mctellus spake 
of. 3^1 

Boy, stand aside. Caius Ligarius, how ? 

Lig. Vouchsafe good morrow from a 
feeble tongue. 

Bru. O, \vhat a time have you chose out, 
brave Caius, 

To wear a kerchief I Would you were not 
sick I 3u*i 

Lig. I am not sick, if Brutus have in hand 
Any exploit worthy the name of honour. 


Bru, Such an exploit have 1 in hand, 
Ligarius, 

Had you a healthful ear to hear of it. 

Lig, By all the gods that Romans bow 
before, 320 

I here discard my sickness. [Puds off his 
kerchief] Soul of Rome ! 

Brave son, deriv'd from honourable loins I 
1 hou, like an exorcist, hast conjur'd up 
My mortifietl spirit. Now bid me run, 

And 1 will strive with things impossible; 
Yea, get the better of them. What’s to do ? 

Bru. A piece of work that will make sick 
men whole. 

Lig, But are not some whole that we 
must make sick ? 

Bru. 7hat must vve also. What it is, my 
Caius, 

1 shall unfold to thee, as we are going 130 
lo whom it must be done. 

Lig. Set on your foot, 

And with a heart new-fir’d I Idilow you 
i o do I know' not what; but it sufficeth 
That Brutus leads me on. il liionler, 

Bru, Follow me, then. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene II. Rome, Ca:sar*s house. 

Thunder mul lightning. Enter Julius 
C.‘5':sSAR in his nightgown. 

Cits. Nor heaven nor earth have been at 
peace to-night. 

Thrice hath Calpiiurnia in her sleep cried 
out 

' Help, ho I i hey murder Ciesar !' Who’s 
vvitliiii ? 

Enter a Servant. 

Serv. My lord ? 

Cces. Go bid the priests do present 
.sacrifice, 5 

And bring me their opinions of success. 

Serv, 1 will, my lord. [Exit, 

Euler Calpiiurnia. 

Cal. What mean you, Cfesar ? Think you 
to walk forth ? 

You shall not stir out of your house to-day. 

Cits, Caisar shall forth ; the things that 
threaten'd me 10 

Ne'er look’d but on my back. When they 
shall see 

The face of Cresar, they are vanished. 

Cal. Caisar, 1 never stood on ceremonies, 
Yet now they fright me. There is one 
within, 

Besides the things that wc have heard and 
seen, 15 

Recounts most horrid sights seen by the 
watch. 

A lioness hath whelped in the streets. 

And graves have yawn'd and yielded up 
their dead; 
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Fierce fiery warriors fight upon the clouds. 
In ranks and squadrons and right form of 
war, 30 

Which drizzled blood upon the Capitol; 
I’he noise of battle hurtled in the air; 
Hotvses did neigh, and dying men did groan. 
And ghosts did shriek and squeal about the 
streets. 

O CiEsar, these things are beyond all use, 25 
And I do fear them ! 

Cits. What can he avoided,! 

Whose end is purpos’d by the mighty gods ? 
Yet Ca*sar shall go forth; for these 
predictions 

Are to the world in general as to Caisar. 

Cflfi. When beggars die there are no 
comets seen : y 

The heavens themselves blaze forth the 
death of princes. 

Cas. Cowards die many times before 
their deaths; 

1 he valiant never taste of death but once. 
Of all the wonders that I yet have heard. 

It seems to me most strange that men 
should fear, 

Seeing that death, a necessary end. 

Will come when it will come. 

Rc-cnier Servant. 

What say the augurers ? 

Serv* They would not have you to stir 
forth to-day. 

Plucking the entrails of an offering forth. 
They could not find a heart within the 
beast. 40 

Cces. The gods do this in shame of 
cowardice. 

Caesar should be a beast without a heart. 

If he should stay at home to-day for fear. 
No, Caesar shall not. Danger knows full well 
That Caesar is more dangerous than he : 4.'i 
We are two lions litter’d in one day. 

And I the elder and more terrible; 

And Caesar shall go forth. 

Cal. Alas, my lord, 

Your wisdom is consum'd in confidence. 
Do not go forth to-day. Call it my fear 50 
That keeps you in the house, and not your 
own. 

We'll send Mark Antony to the Senate 
House, 

And he shall say you are not well to-day. 
Let me, upon my knee, prevail in this. 

C<es. Mark Antony shall say 1 am not 
well; 5.*^ 

And for thy humour I will stay at home. 

Enter Decius. 

Here’s Decius Brutus, he shall tell them so. 

Dec. Caesar, all hail! Good morrow, 
worthy Caesar. 

1 come to fetch you to the Senate House. 

Cas, And you are come in very happy 
time, 60 


[Act 2 


To bear my greeting to the senators 
And tell them that I will not come to-day. 
Cannot, is false; and that I dare not, 
falser; 

I will not come to-day. Tell them so, 
Decius. 

Cal. Say he is sick. 

Ca^s. Shall Caesar send a lie ? 65 

Have I in conquest stretch’d mine arm 
so far, 

To be afeard to tell greybeards the truth ? 
Decius, go tell them Caesar will not come. 

Dec. Most mighty C<esar, let me know 
some cause, 

Lest I be laugh’d at when I tell them so. 70 

Ccts. The cause is in my will: 1 will not 
come. 

That is enough to satisfy the Senate. 

But for your private satisfaction, \ 

Because I love you, 1 will let you know: 
Calphurnia here, my wife, stays me at 
home. 75 

She dreamt ttvnight she saw my statua. 
Which, like a fountain with an hundred 
spouts, 

Did run pure blood; and many lusty 
Romans 

Came smiling and did bathe their hands 
in it. 

And these does she apply for w^arnings and 
portents 8u 

And evils imminent, and on her knee 
Hath begg’d that I will stay at home to¬ 
day. 

Dec. riiis dream is all amiss interpreted ; 
It was a vision fair and fortunate. H4 

Your statue spouting blood in many pipes. 
In which so many smiling Romans bath’d. 
Signifies that from you great Rome shall 
suck 

Reviving blood, and that great men shall 
press 

For tinctiirevS, stains, relics, and cognizance. 
This by Calphurnia's dream is signified. 90 

Cces. And this way have you well ex¬ 
pounded it. 

Dec. I have, when you have heard what 
I can say— 

And know it now: the Senate have con¬ 
cluded 

To give this day a crown to mighty Caesar. 
If you shall send them word you will not 
come, 95 

Their minds may change. Besides, it were 
a mock 

Apt to be render’d, for some one to say 
' Break up the Senate till another time. 
When Caesar's wife shall meet with better 
dreams 

If Caesar hide himself, shall they not 
whisper too 

' Lo, Caesar is afraid ' ? 

Pardon me, Caesar; for my dear dear love 
To your proceeding bids me tell you this, 
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And reason to my love is liable. 

Cuts. How foolish do your fears seem 
now, Calphurnia ! 

I am ashamed I did yield to them. 

Give me my rol>e, for 1 will go. 

Elite/ Brutus, Ligarius, Mutellus.Casca. 
Trkbonius, CiNNA, mul Publius. 

And look where Publius is come to fetch me. 
Puh. Good morrow^ Ca?sar, 

CoJS. Welcome, Publius. 

What, Brutus, arc you stirPd so early too ? 
Good morrow, Casca. Cains Ligarius, lu 
Cicsar was ne’er so much your enemy 
As that same ague which hath made you 
lean. 

What is’t o’clock ? 

Brtu Caesar, ‘tis struckcn eight. 

Gets. I thank you for your pains and 
courtesy. jif, 

Enter Antony. 

See! Antony, that revels long o’ nights. 

Is notwithstanding up. Good morrow, 
Antony. 

Ant. So to most noble Ciesar. 

Cces. Bid them prepare within. 

I am to blame to be thus waited for. 

Now, Cinna, Now, Metellus. What. 
Trebonius I 

I have an hour’s talk in store for you. 
Kememl>er that you call on me to-day ; 

Be near me, that I may remember you. 
Treb, Caesar, I will. [Asidel And so near 
will 1 be, 

That your best friends shall wish I had 
been further. i25{ 

Cies, Gvwd friends, go in and taste some 
wine with me; 

And we, like friends, will straightway go 
together. 

Bru. [Aside] That every like is not the 
same, O Caesar, 

The heart of Brutus earns to think upon ! 

[Exeunt. 

Scene 111 . Home. A street near the Capitol. 
Enter Artemidorus reading a paper. 

Art. * Caesar, beware of Brutus ; take 
heed of Cassius; come not near Casca ; 
have an eye to Cinna; trust not Tre¬ 
bonius ; mark well Metellus Cimber; 
Decius Brutus loves thee not; thou hast 
wrong’d Cains Ligarius. There is but one 
mind in all these men, and it is bent against 
CiEsar. If thou beest not immortal, look 
about you. Security gives way to conspir¬ 
acy. The mighty gods defend thee! o 
Thy lover, 

Artemidorus.' 

Here will 1 stand till Csesar pass along, 

And as a suitor will I give him this. 

My heart laments that virtue cannot live lo 
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Out of the teeth of emulation. 

If thou read this, O Ciesar, thou mayest 
live ; 

If not, the fates with traitors do contrive. 

[ExiL 

Scene IV. Rome. Before the house of 
Brutus. 

Enter Portia and Lucius. 

Por. 1 prithee, boy, run to the Senate 
ilouse. 

Stay not to answer me, but get thee gone. 
Why dost thou stay ? 

Luc. To know my errand, madam. 

Por. I would have had thee there and 
here again. 

Ere I can tell thee what thou shouldst do 
there. 5 

[Aside] O constancy, be strong upon my 
side 1 

Set a huge mountain ’tween my heart and 
tongue! 

I have a man’s mind, but a woman’s might. 
How hard it is for women to keep counsel I — 
Art thou here yet ? 

Luc. Madam, what should I do ? to 
Run to the Capitol, and nothing else ? 

And so return to you, and nothing else ? 

Por. Yes, bring me word, boy, if thy lord 
look well. 

For he went sickly forth; and take good 
note 

What Cavsar doth, what suitors press to 
him. 15 

Hark, boy I What noise is that ? 

Luc. 1 hear none, madam. 

Por. Prithee listen well. 

I heard a hustling rumour, like a fray, 

And the wind brings it from the Capitol. 

Luc. Sooth, madam, 1 hear nothing. 

Enter the Soothsayer. 

Por. Come hither, fellow. 20 

Which way hast thou been ? 

Sooth. At mine own house, good lady. 

Por. What is't o’clock ? 

Sooth. About the ninth hour, lady. 

Por. Is Caesar yet gone to the Capitol ? 

Sooth. Madam, not yet. 1 go to take my 
stand. 

To see him pass on to the Capitol. 25 

Por. Thou hast some suit to Caesar, hast 
thou not ? 

Sooth. That I have, lady. If it will please 
Caesar 

To be so good to Caesar as to hear me, 

1 shall beseech him to befriend himself. 

Por. Why, know'st thou any harm's 
intended towards him ? 30 

Sooth. None that 1 know will be, much 
that I fear may chance. 

Good morrow to you. Here the street is 
narrow; 
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The throng that follows Oesar at the heels. 
Of senators, of pnetors, common suitors. 
Will crowd a feeble man almost to death. 35 
1 '11 get ine to a place more void, and there 
Speak to great Caesar as he comes along. 

[Hxd 

Per, 1 must go in. {Aside) Ay me, how 
weak a thing 

l iic heart of woman is ! O Brutus, 39 
1 he heavens speed thee in thine enterprise 1 
^ arc the boy heard me.—Brutus hatli a suit 
'\ hat Oesar will not grant.—O, I grow 
faint.— 

Run, Lucius, and commend me to my lord : 
S iy I am merry. Come to me again. 

And bring me word what he doth sav to 
thee. [Hxewnt severally. 

ACT THREE. 

Scene 1 . Rome. A street before the Capitol. 

Flourish. Enter Cje^ar, Brutus, Cassius 
CaSCA, DeCIUS, MeTELLUS, IfiEBONIUS 
CiNNA, Antony, Lepidus, Artemi- 
DORUS, Popinus, Pi;blius, and the 
Soothsayer. 

CrtJs. The ides of March arc come. 
smooth. Ay, Caesar, but not gone. 

Art. Hail, Caisar ! Read this schedule. 
Dec. Trebonius doth desire you to o’er- 
read. 

At your best leisure, this his humble suit. 
Art. O Caesar, read mine first; for mine's 
a suit 

That touches Caesar nearer. Read it, great 
Caesar. 

C^es. What touches us ourself shall be 
last serv’d. 

Art. Delay not, Casar ; read it instantly. 
Ca?s. What, is the fellow mad ? 

Pied. Sirrah, give place. i'> 

Cfls. What, urge you your petitions in the 
street ? 

Come to the Capitol. 

Caesar enters the Capitol, tlte rest following. 

Pop. I wish your enterprise to-day may 
thrive. 

Cas. W'hat enterprise, Popilius ? 

Pop. Fare you well. 

[Advances to Cctsar. 

Bru. What said Popilius Lena ? is 

Cas. He wish’d to-day our enterprise 

might thrive. 

I fear our purpose is discovered. 

Bru. Look how he makes to Ciesar. 
Mark him. 

Cas. Casca, be sudden, for we fear pre¬ 
vention. 

Brutus, what shall be done ? If this be 
known, so 

Cassius or Caesar never shall turn back, 
For I will slay myself. 
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Bru. Cassius, be constant. 

Popilius Lena speaks not of our purposes 5 
For look, he smiles, and Caisar doth not 
change. 

Cas. 1 rebonius knows his time ; for look 
you, Brutus, 25 

He draws Mark Antony out of the way, 

jEx'i’MHf Antony and Trebonius. 

Dec. Where is Mctellus Cimber ? Let him 
go 

And presently prefer his suit to Ciesar. 

Bru. He is address’d; press near and 
second him. 

Ciii. Casca, you are the first that rears 
your hand. 30 

Cits. Are we all ready ? What is now 
amiss 

That Caisar and his Senate must redress ? 

Met. Most high, most mighty, and most 
puissant Caisar, 33 

Metellus Cimber throws before thy scat 
Am humble heart. [Kneeling. 

Ca's. I must pre\'ent thee, Cimber. 
1 hesc couchings and these lowly courtesies 
Might fire the blood of ordinary men, 

And turn pre-ordinance and first decree 
Into the law' of children. Be not fond 39 
To think that Caisar bcai\s such rebel blood 
That will be thaw'd from the true quality 
With thr.t which mcltcth fools —1 mean, 
sweet words, 

Low^-crooked curtsies, and base spaniel 
fawTiing. 

Thy brotlier by decree is banished ; 

If thou dost bend, and pray, and fawn for 
him, 45 

I spurn thee like a cur out of my way. 
Know, Cicsar doth not wrong ; nor without 
cause 

Will he be satisfied. 

Met. Is there no voice more worthy than 
my own 49 

To sound more sweetly in great Caesar’s ear 
For the repealing of my banish’d brother ? 

Bru. I kiss thy hand, but not in flattery, 
Caisar, 

Desiring thee tliat Publius Cimber may 
Have an immediate freedom of repeal. 54 

Ctes. What, Brutus 1 

Cas. I’ardon, Caisar! Caisar, pardon I 
As low as to thy foot doth Cassius fall. 

To beg enfranchisement for Publius Cimber, 

Cits. 1 could be well mov’d, if I were as 
you ; 

If I could pray to move, prayers would 
move me; 

But I am constant as the northern star, 60 
Of whose true-fix’d and resting quality 
There is no fellow in the firmament. 

The skies are painted with unnumb’red 
sparks, 

They are all fire, and every one doth shine; 
But there’s but one in all doth hold his 
place. 65 
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So in the worm: *tis furnish’d well with 
men. 

And men are flesh and blood, and appre¬ 
hensive ; 

Yet in the number I do know but one 
That unassailable holds on his rank, 
Unshak'd of motion ; and that 1 am he, 70 
Let me a little show it, even in this— 

That 1 was constant Cimber should be 
banish’d. 

And constant do remain to keep him so. 

Cm* O Caesar I 

Hence I Wilt thou lift up 
Olympus ? 

Dec, Great C<Tsar! 

Cics. Doth not Brutus bootless 

kneel ? 

Casca. Speak, hands, for me 1 

i'lhey stub Ccesur, Casca strikes the 
first, Brutus the last hhiv. 

Cces. Et til. Brute } —Then fall, C<esar I 

[Dies. 

Cin, Liberty ! Freedom ! Tyranny is 
dead I 

Run hence, proclaim, cry it about the 
streets. 

Cas. Some to the common pulpits, and 
cry out y-' 

* Liberty, freedom, and enfranchisement! ’ 

Bru, People and Sena.ors, be not 
adrighted. 

Fly not; stand still. Ambition’s debt is 
paid. 

Casca, Go to the pulpit, Brutus. 

Dec. And Cassius too. 85 

Bru, Where’s Publius ? 

Cin, Here, quite confounded with this 
mutiny. 

Met, Stand fast together, lest some friend 
of Ccesar's 
Should chance— 

Bru, lalk not of standing. Publius, good 
cheer! y< 

1 here is no harm intended to your person. 
Nor to no Roman else. So tell them, 
Publius. 

Cas, And leave us, Publius, lest that the 
people. 

Rushing on us, should do your age some 
mischief. 

Bru, Do so; and let no man abide this 
deed 9 !^ 

But we the doers. 

Re-enter Trebonius. 

Cas, Where is Antony ? 

Trc. Fled to his Imuse amaz’d. ^ 

Men, wives, and children, stare, cry out, and | 
run, ' 

As it were doomsday. 

Bru, Fates, we will know your 

pleasures. 

That we shall die, we know; 'tis but the 
time, low 
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And drawing days out, that men stand 
upon. 

Cas, Why, he that cuts off twenty years 
of lifL‘ 

Cuts off so many years of fearing death. 

Bru. Grant that, and then is death a 
benefit. 

So are we Caesar’s friends, that have 
abridg’d 1 >5 

His time of fearing death. Stoop, Romans, 
stoop. 

And let ns bathe our hands in Caesar’s 
blood 

Up to the ciinnvs, and besmear our swords. 
Then walk we forth, even to tlic market-' 
place, 109 

And waving our red weapons o'er our heads. 
Let’s all cry ‘ Peace, freedom, and liberty I * 

Cas, Stoop then, and wash. How many 
ages hence 

Shall this our lofty scene be acted over 
In states unborn and accents yet unknown I 

Bru. How many times shall Ceesar bleed 
in sport, 115 

That now on Pornpey’s basis lies along 
No worthier than the dust! 

Cas. So oft as that shall be. 

So often sJiall the knot of us be call’d 
The men that gave theii country liberty, 

Dec, What, shall we forth ? 

Cas, Ay, every man away, 120 

Brutus shall lead, and we will grace his 
heels 

With the most boldest and best hearts of 
Rome. 

Enter a Servant. 

Bru. Soft, who comes here ? A friend of 
Antony’s. 

Serv, Thus, Brutus, did my master bid 
me kneel; 124 

Thus did Marli Antony bid me fall down 
And, being prostrate, thus he bade me say 
Brutus is noble, wise, valiant, and honest 
Ca.‘sar was mighty, bold, royal, and loving. 
Say 1 love Brutus, and I honour him ; 

Say 1 fear’d Caesar, honour’d him, and 
lov'd him. ri) 

If Brutus will vouchsafe that Antony 
May safely come to him, and be resolv'd 
How Cicsar hath deserv’d to lie in death, 
Mark Antony shall not love Casar dead 
So well as Brutus living ; but will follow 135 
The fortunes and affairs of noble Brutus 
Ihorough the hazards of this untrod state 
With ail true faith. So says my master 
Antony. 

Bnc. Thy master is a wise and valiant 
Roman ; 

I never thought him worse. r-to 

Tell him, so please him come unto this 
place. 

He shall be satisfied and, by my honour, 
Depart untouch’d. 
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Serv, 1*11 fetch him presently. [Exit. 

Bru* I know that we shall have him well 
to friend. 

Cas, 1 wish we may. But yet have I a 
mind m 

That fears him much; and my misgiving 
still 

Falls shrewdly to the purpose. 

Re-enter Antony. 

Bru. But here comes Antony. Welcome 
Mark Antony. 

Ant, O mighty Caesar! dost thou lie sc 
low ? 

Are all thy conquests* glories, triumphs 
spoils, ly 

Shrunk to this little measure ? Fare thee 
well, 

1 know not. gentlemen, what you intend, 
Who else must be let blood, wlio else is rank 
If I myself, there is no hour so fit 
As Cajsar’s death's hour; nor no instru¬ 
ment 

Of half that worth as those your swords, 
made rich 

With the most noble blood of all this world. 
I do beseech ye. if you bear me hard, 

Now^ whilst your purpled hands do reek 
and smoke. 

Fulfil your pleasure. Live a thousand years, 
I shall not find myself so apt to die. 

No place will please me so, no mean of 
death. 

As here by Caesar, and by you cut off, 

The choice and master spirits of this age. 

Bm. O Antony ! beg not your death of us. 
Though now we must appear bloody and 
cruel. 

As by our hands and this our present act 
You see we do ; yet see you but our hands. 
And this the bleeding business they have 
done. i»9 

Our hearts you see not; they are pitiful; 
And pity to the general wrong of Rome, 

As fire drives out fire, so pity pity, 

Hath done this deed on Csesar. For your 
part, 

To you our swords have leaden points, 
Mark Antony; 

Our arms in strength of malice, and our 
hearts 175 

Of brothers* temper, do receive you in 
With all kind love, good thoughts, and 
reverence, 

Cas. Your voice shall be as strong as any 
man’s 

In the disposing of new dignities. 

Bru, Only be patient till we have 
appeas'd 180 

The multitude, beside themselves with fear. 
And then we will deliver you the cause 
Why I, that did love Caesar when I struck 
him, 

Have thus proceeded. 183 
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Ant, I doubt not of your wisdom. 

Let each man render me his bloody hand. 
First, Marcus Brutus, will 1 shake with you; 
Next, Cains Cassius, do 1 take your hand ; 
Now, Decius Brutus, yours ; now yours, 
Metelliis; 

Yours, Cinna ; and, my valiant Casca, 
yours. 

Tliough last, not least in love, yours, good 
Trehonius. i 9'J 

Gentlemen all—alas, what shall I say ? 

My credit now stands on such slippery 
ground 

That one of two bad ways you must conceit 
me, 

Either a coward or a flatterer. 

That I did love thee, Ciesar, O, ‘tis true ! 195 
If then thy spirit look upon us now, 

Shall it not grieve thee dearer than thy 
death 

To see thy Antony making his peace. 
Shaking the bloody fingers of thy foes, 
Most noble 1 in the presence of thy corse ? 
Had 1 as many eyes as thou hast wounds, 
Weeping as fast as they stream forth thy 
blood, 202 

It w^ould become me better than to close 
In terms of friendship with thine enemies. 
Pardon me, Julius ! Here wast thou bay’d, 
brave hart; 

Here didst thou fall; and here thy hunters 
stand, 2o{i 

Sign’d in thy spoil, and crimson’d in thy 
lethe. 

O w’orld, thou wast the forest to this hart; 
And this indeed, O w’orld, the heart of thee ! 
How like a deer strucken by many princes 
Dost thou here lie ! 211 

Ca$. Mark Antony— 

Ant, Pardon me, Cains Cassius. 

The enemies of Ciesar shall say this ; 

Then, in a friend, it is cold modesty. 

Cas. I blame you not for praising Caesar 
so; 215 

But what compact mean you to have witli 
us ? 

Will you be prick’d in number of our 
friends, 

Or shall we on, and not depend on you ? 

Ant, Therefore I took your hands ; but 
was indeed 

Sway’d from the point by looking down on 
Caesar. 2110 

Friends am I with you all, and love you all. 
Upon this hope, that you shall give me 
reasons 

Why and wherein C«sar was dangerous. 

Bru, Or else were this a savage spectacle. 
Our reasons are so full of good regard 225 
That were you, Antony, the son of Caesar, 
You should be satisfied. 

Anf. That’s all I seek; 

And am moreover suitor that I may 
Produce his body to the market*place 
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And, in the pulpit, as becomes a friend, 230 
Speak in the order of his funeral. 

Bm* You shall, Mark Antony. 

Cas. Brutus, a word with you. 

[Aside to Brutus] You know not what you 
do. Do not consent 
That Antony speak in his funeral. 

Know you how much the people may be 
mov'd 23: 

By that which he will utter ? 

Bru. [Aside to Cassiusj By your pardon— 
I will myself into the pulpit iirst, 

And show the reason of our Caesar’^ 
death. 

What Antony shall speak, 1 will protest 
He speaks by leave and by permission ; 

And that we are contented Ciesar shall 
Have all true rites and lawful ceremonies. 
It shall advantage more than do us wrong. 

Cas. 1 know not what may fall 1 like it 
not. 

Bru. Mark Antony, here, take you 
Caesar's body. siS 

You shall not in your funeral speech blame 
us, 

But speak all good you can devise of 
Caesar; 

And say you do't by our permission ; 

Else shall you not have any hand at all 
About his funeral. And you shall speak 250 
In the same pulpit whereto 1 am going. 
After my speech is ended. 

AuC Be it so ; 

1 do desire no more. 

Bru. Prepare the body then, and follow 
us. [Exeunt all but Antony* 

Ant* O, pardon me, thou bleeding piece 
of earth, 2^5 

That I am meek and gentle with these 
butchers ! 

Thou art the ruins of the noblest man 
That ever lived in the tide of times. 

Woe to the Irand that shed this costly 
blood! 

Over thy wounds now do I prophesy— 260 
Which like dumb mouths do ope their 
ruby lips 

To beg the voice and utterance of my 
tongue— 

A curse shall light upon the limbs of men ; 
Domestic fury and tierce civil strife 
Shall cumber all the parts of Italy ; 2C5 

Blood and destruction shall be so in use, 
And dreadful objects so familiar. 

That mothers shall but smile when they 
l>chold 

Their infants quartered with the hands of 
war, 2(^9 

All pity chok'd with custom of fell deeds; 
And Caesar's spirit, ranging for revenge. 
With At^ by his side come hot from hell. 
Shall in these confines with a monarch's 
voice 

Cry * Havoc I' and let slip the dogs of war. 
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That this foul deed shall smell above the 
earth 

With carrion men, groaning for burial. 
Enter Octavius* Servant. 

You serve Octavius Caesar, do you not ? 
Serv* I do, Mark Antony. 

Ant* Caesar did write for him to come to 
Rome. 

Sm;. He did receive his letters, and is 
coming, 280 

And bid me say to you by word of mouth— 
O C?esar ! {Seeing the body. 

Ant. Thy heart is big, get thee apart and 
weep. 

Passion, 1 see, is catching ; for mine eyes, 
Seeing those beads of sorrow stand in thine. 
Began to water. Is thy master coming ? 
Serv* He lies to-iiight within seven leagues 
of Rome. 

Ant. Post back with speed, and tell him 
what hath chanc'd. 

Here is a mourning Rome, a dangerous 
Rome, 

No Rome of safety for Octavius yet; 200 

Hie hence and tell him so. Yet stay awhile ; 
Thou Shalt not back till I have borne this 
corse 

Into the market-place. There shall I try, 
In my oration, how the people take 
The cruel issue of these bloody men ; 295 
According to the which thou shalt discourse 
To young Octavius of the state of things. 
Lend me your hand. 

[Exeunt with Ccesafs body. 

Scene II. Rome. The Forum* 

Enter Brutus and Cassius, with the 
Plebeians. 

Citizens* We will be satisfied I Let us be 
satisfied ! 

Bru. Then follow me, and give me 
audience, friends. 

Cassius, go you into the other street. 

And part the numbers. 

Those that will hear me speak, let ’em stay 
here ; 3 

Those that will follow Cassius, go with him ; 
And public reasons shall be rendered 
Of Caesar's death. 

1 Pleb. I will hear Brutus speak. 

2 Pleb. I will hear Cassius, and compare 

their reasons, 

When severally we hear them rendered. lu 
[Exit Cassius, with some of the Plebeians. 

Brutus goes into the pulpit. 

3 Pleb. The noble Brutus is ascended. 

Silence I 

Bru. Be patient till the last. 

Romans, countrymen, and lovers ! hear me 
for my cause, and be silent, that you may 
hear. Believe me for mine honour, and 
have respect to mine honour, that you may 
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believe. Censure me in your wisdom, and 
awake your senses, that you may the better 
judge. If there be any in this assembly, any 
dear friend of Caesar's, to him 1 say that 
Brutus’ love to Cesar w’as no less than his. 
If then that friend demand why Brutus 
rose against Cavsar, this is my answer: 
Not that I lov’d Ca;sar less, hut tliat I 
lov’d Rome more. Had you rather Cesar 
were living, and die all slaves, than that 
Ca'sar were dead, to lix'e all free men ? As 
C e ;ar lov’d me, I weep for him ; as he was 
fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he was valiant, 
I honour him ; but—as he was ambitious. 
I slew him. There is tears for his love ; joy 
for his fortune; honour for his valour; 
and death for his ambition. Who is hero 
so base that would be a bondman ? If any, 
speak ; for him have 1 oliended. Who is 
here so rude that would not be a Roman ? 
If any, speak ; for him have I oliended. 
Who is here so vile that will not love his 
country ? If any, speak ; for him have 1 
offended. 1 pause for a reply. 

All. None, Brutus, none. 3i 

Brn. Then none have I olTcnded. I have 
done no more to Ciesar than you shall do 
to Brutus. The question of his death is 
enroll’d in the Capitol; his glory not 
extenuated, wherein he was worthy; nor 
his olfcnces enforc’d, for which he suffered 
death. 39 

Enter Mark Antony and Others with 
Ciesar's body. 

Here comes his body, mourn’d by Mark 
Antony, who, though he had no hand in 
his death, shall receive the benefit of his 
dying, a place in the commonwealth, as 
which of you shall not ? With this 1 depart, 
that, as I slew my best lover for the good 
of Rome, I have the same dagger for my¬ 
self, when it shall please my country to 
need my death. 4t- 

AU. Live, Brutus ! live, live I 

1 Pleb. Bring him with triumph home 

unto his house. 

2 Pleb. Give him a statue with his 

ancestors. 

3 Pleb. Let him be Caesar. 

4 Pleb. Caesar’s better parts 5* 

Shall be crown’d in Brutus. 

1 Pleb. Wc’ll bring him to his house with 

shouts and clamours. 

Bru. My countr>men— 

2 Pleb. Peace, silence ! Brutus speaks. 

1 Pleb. Peace, ho ! 

Bru. Good countrymen, let me depart 
alone, 53 

And for my sake stay here with Antony. 
Do grace to Ca‘sar's corpse, and grace his 
speech 

Tending to Ca'sar*s glories, which Mark 
Antony, 
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By our permission, is allow'd to make. 

1 do entreat you, not a man depart r>o 
Save 1 alone, till Antony have spoke. [Hxif. 
1 Pleb. Stay, ho! and let us hear Mark 
Antony. 

3 Pleb. Let him go up into the public chair. 
We’ll hear him. Noble Antony, go up. 

Ant. For Brutus’ sake 1 am beholding 
to you. [G’oe.s up. 63 

4 Pleb. What does he say of Brutus ? 

3 Pleb. Ht? says, for Brutus’ sake 

fie finds himself bt^holding to us all. 

4 Pleb. 'Tvvere best lie speak no harm of 

Brutus here. 

1 Pleb. This Caisar was a tyrant. 

3 Pleb. Nay, that’s certain. 

We are blest that Rome is rid of him. 70 

2 Pleb. Peace! let us hear what Antony 

can say. 

Ant. You gciille Romans— 

All. Peace, ho ! let us licar him. 

Ant. Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend 
me your ears; 

I come to bury C«esar, not to praise him. 
The evil that men do lives after them ; 75 
The good is oft interred with thCit hones; 
So let it be with Ciesar. The noble Brutus 
Hath told you Citsar was ambitious. 

If it were so, it was a grievous fault; 

And grievously hath Cfcsar answer’d it. 80 
Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest— 
For Brutus is an lionourable man; 

So are they all, all honourable men— 
Come 1 to speak in Caesar's funeral. 

He was my friend, faithful and just to 
me; 

But Brutus says he was ambitious, 86 
And Brutus is an honourable man. 

He hath brouglit many captives home to 
Rome, 

Whose ransoms did the general cofi'ers fill; 
Did tliis in Ciesar seem ambitious ? 90 

When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath 
wept; 

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff. 
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious ; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

You all did see that on the Lupcrcal 95 
I thrice presented him a kingly crown, 
Which he did thrice refuse. Was this 
ambition ? 

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And sure he is an honourable man. 99 
I speak not to disprove what Brutus 3 poke, 
But here l am to speak what I do know. 
You all did love him once, not without 
cause; 

What cause w ithholds you, then, to mourn 
for him ? 

O judgment, thou art fled to brutish beasts, 
And men have lost their reason ! Bear with 
me; 105 

My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar, 
And I must pause till it come back to me. 
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1 Pkh, Melliinks there is much iea.;on in 

ills sayings. 

2 Pleb. If thou consider rightly of tlie 

matter, 

Cies.ir has had great wrong. 

3 Pleb. fias he, masters \ n - 

1 fear tiiere will a worse come in his place. 

4 Pft'h. Mark’d ye his words ? He would 

not take tlic crown ; 

Tiierefore ’tis certain he was not ambitious. 

1 Pkb. If it be found so, some wili dear 

abide it. 

2 Pkb. Poor soul! his eyes are red as fire 

with weeping. u:, 

3 Pkb. 'I’here’s not a nobler man in 

Rome than Antony. 

4 Pkb. Now mark him, he begins again 

to speak. 

AfiL But yesterday the word of Ca’sar 
might 

Have stood against the world : now lies he 
there. 

And none so poor to do him reverence, 

() masters, if I were dispos’d to stir 
Your hearts and minds to mutiny and rage. 
1 s’nould do Brutus wrong, and Cassiuc- 
wrong. 

Wiio, you all know, are honouralde men. 

I will not do them wrong ; 1 ratiier choose 
'I'o wrong the dead, to wrong myself and 
you, int. 

Tiian I will wrong such honourable men. 
But here’s a parchment with the seal of 
CcTsar ; 

1 found it in his closet—’lis his will. j ' 

1 et l>ut the commons hear this testament, 
Which, pardon me, I do not mean to read, 
And they would go and kiss dead Oesar’s 
wounds 

And dip their napkins in his sacred blood ; 
Yea, beg a hair of tiini for memory 
And, dying, mention it w'ithin their wills, i :.5 
Bequeathing it as a ricii legacy 
Unto their issue. 

4 Pkb. We’ll hear the will. Read it, Mark 
Antony. 

All. The will, the will! We will hear 
CfCsar’s will. 

Ant. Have patience, gentle friends, 1 
must not read it; i }o 

It is not meet you know how Caesar lov’d 
you. 

You arc not wood, you arc not stones, but 
men; 

And being men, hearing the will of Cajsar, 
It will inflame you, it will make you 
mad. 

’Tis good you know not that you arc his 
heirs; J 4 > 

For if you should, O, what would come 
of it ? 

4 Pkb. Read the will; we’ll hear it, 
Antony! 

You shall read us the will—Caesar’s will. 


Anl. Will you be patient ? Will you stay 
aw bile ? 

I have o’ershot myself to tell you of it. 150 
I fear 1 wrong the honourable men 
W’nose daggers have stabb’d Ciusar ; I do 
fear it. 

4 Pkb. They were traitors. Honouiablc 
men I 

All. The will ! the testament I 

2 Pkb. Ihcy were viliains, ruurderers. 
i iic wiiJ I Read tiic will. 1:' 

Ant. You will compel me, tlien, to read 
the will ? 

Ihcn make a ring about the corpse of 
Caisar, 

And let me show you him that made the 
will. 

Shall 1 descend ? and will you give me 
leave ? ■> 

AIL Con»e down. 

2 Pkb. Descend. \ Antony comes doivn, 

3 Pleb. You sJrJl liave leave. 

4 Ph'b. A ling ! Stand round. 

1 Pkb. Staiid from the liearse, si and from 
the boa’y. 

2 Pkb. Room for Antony, most coble 

Antony ! n..'* 

Ant. Nay, press not so upon me ; stand 
far od‘. 

All. Stand back. Room ! Bear back. 

Ant. If you have tears, prepare to shed 
them now. u j 

You all do know this mantle. 1 remember 
1 he first time ever Oesar put it on ; 

’Twas cn a summer’s ev ening, in his tent, 
That day he overcame the Net vii. 

Look ! in this place ran Cassius’ dagger 
through; in 

See wiiat a rent the envious Casca made ; 
liirough this the well-beloved Brutus 
stal>b’d, 

And as he pluck’d his cufs:d steel away, 
Mark how the blood of Cicsar follow’d it. 
As rushing out of doors, to be resoh'^’d 
If Brutus so unkindly knock’d or no ; Uio 
For Brutus, as you know, was Cae*ar'$ 
angel. 

Judge, O you gods, how dearly Ca:sar lov’d 
him I 

This was the most unkindest cut of all; 
For when the noble Ctesar saw' hiiC stab, 
Ingratitude, more strong than traitors’ 
arms, 

Quite vanquish’d him. Then burst his 
mighty heart; 

And in his mantle mutiling up his face, 
Even at the base of Pompey's statua. 
Which all the while ran blood, great C«sar 
fell. jso 

O, what a fall was there, my countrymen ! 
'I hen I, and you, and all of us fell dowm, 
Whilst bloody treason flourish'd over us. 

O, now you weep, and I perceive you feel 
The dint of pity. These are gracious drops. 
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Kind souls, what weep you when you but 
behold 195 

Our Caesar's vesture wounded ? Look you 
here. 

Here is himself, marr’d as you see with 
traitors. 

1 Pleb, O piteous spectacle I 

2 Plch. O noble Caesar! 

3 PUb, O woeful day ! aon 

4 PkK O traitors, villains! 

1 Pleb. O most bloody sight I 

2 Pieh. VVe will be reveng’d, 

AIL Revenge ! About ! Seek ! Burn ! 
Fire! Kill! vSlay! Let not a traitor 
live! 

Ant, Stay, countrymen, 

1 Pleb. Peace there! Hear the noble 
Antony. 

2 Pleb, We’ll hear him, we*ll follow liim, 
we’ll die with him. 

Ant, Good friends, sweet friends, let me 
not stir you up 210 

To such a sudden flood of mutiny. 

They that have done this deed are honour¬ 
able. 

What private griefs they have, alas, 1 know 
not, 

That made them do it; they are wise and 
honourable. 

And will, no doubt, with reasons answ'er 
you. 215 

I come not, friends, to steal away your 
hearts; 

I am no orator, as Brutus is. 

But, as you know me all, a plain blunt man, 
That love my friend ; and that they know 
full well 

That gave me public leave to speak of him. 
For 1 have neither wit, nor words, nor 
worth, 

Action, nor utterance, nor the power of 
speech. 

To stir men's blood ; I only speak right on. 
I tell you that which you yourselves do 
know; 

Show you sweet C«sar’s wounds, poor poor 
dumb mouths. 

And bid them speak for me. But were I 
Brutus, 

And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 
Would ruffle up your spirits, and put a 
tongue 

In every wound of Cassar, that should move 
The stones of Rome to rise and mutiny. 2>> 

All We’ll mutiny. 

1 Pleb, We'll burn the house of Brutus. 

3 Pleb. Away, then I Come seek the 
conspirators. 

Atit. Yet hear me, countrymen ; yet hear 
me speak. 

All, Peace, hoi Hear Antony, most 
noble Antony. 

Ant, Why, friends, you go to do you 
know not what. 


[Act 3 

Wherein hath Csesar thus deserv'd your 
loves ? 237 

Alas, you know not I I must tell you, then : 
You have forgot the will I told you of. 

All, Most true. The will 1 Let's stay and 
hear the will. 240 

Ant. Here is the will, and under Caecar’s 
seal: 

To every Roman citizen he gives. 

To every several man, seventy-five drach¬ 
mas, 

2 Pleb, Most noble Caesar! We'll revenge 

his death. 

3 Pleb. O royal Caesar ! 245 

Ant. Hear me with patience. 

All. Peace, ho I 

Anf. Moreover, he hath left you all his 
walks. 

His private arbours, and new-plantcd 
orchards, r 

On this side Tiber ; he hath left them you, 
And to your heirs for ever—common 
pleasures. 

To walk abroad and recreate yourselves. 
Here was a Caesar! When comes such 
another ? 

1 Pleb. Never, never ! Come away, away ! 
We’ll burn his body in the holy place, 235 
And with the brands fire the traitors' 

houses. 

Take up the body. 

2 Pleb. Go, fetch fire. 

3 Pleb, Pluck down benches. 

4 Pleh, Pluck down forms, windows, any 
thing. \Exeunt Plebeians with the body. 

Ant, Now let it work. Mischief, thou art 
afoot, 261 

Take thou what course thou wilt. 

Enter a Servant. 

How now, fellow I 
Serv. Sir, Octavius is already come to 
Rome. 

Anf. Where is he ? 

Serv. He and Lepidus are at Caesar's 
house. 265 

Anf. And thither will I straight to visit 
him. 

He comes upon a wish. Fortune is merry, 
And in this mood will give us any thing. 

Serv. I heard him say Brutus and Cassius 
Arc rid like madmen through the gates of 

Rome. 270 

Anf. Belike they had some notice of the 
people. 

How I had mov'd them. Bring me to 

Octavius. [Excunf. 

ScE^NE III. Rome, A street. 

Enter Cinna the Poet, and after him the 
Plebeians. 

Cin. I dreamt to-night that I did feast 
with Caesar, 
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And things unluckily charge my fantasy. 

I have no will to wander forth of doors. 
Yet something leads me forth. 

1 Pteb. What is your name ? 5 

2 Pleh. Whither are you going ? 

3 Pleb. Where do you dwell ? 

4 Pleb, Are you a married man or a 
bachelor ? 

2 Pleh. Answer every man directly. 

1 Pleb. Ay, and briefly, 10 

4 Pleb. Ay, and wisely. 

3 Pleb. Ay, and truly, you were best. 
Cin. What is my name ? Whither am 1 

going ? Where do I dwell ? Am I a married 
man or a bachelor ? Then to answer every 
man directly and briefly, wisely and truly: 
wisely, 1 say 1 am a bachelor. !<• 

2 Pkb. That's as much as to say they are 
fools that marry. You’ll bear me a bang 
for that, 1 fear. Proceed directly. 

Cin. Directly, I am going to Caesar’s 
funeral. 

1 Pleb. As a friend or an enemy ? 

Cin. As a friend. 

2 Pleb. Jhat matter is answered directly. 

4 Pleb. For your dwelling—briefly. 

Cin. Briefly, I dwell by the Capitol. ?« 

3 Pleh. Your name, sir, truly. 

Cin. Truly, my name is Cinna. 

1 Pkb. Tear him to pieces ; he's a con¬ 
spirator ! 

Cin. 1 am Cinna the poet, I am Cinna the 
poet. 

4 Pleb. Tear him tor his had verses, tear 

him for his bad verses ! 31 

Cin. I am not Cinna the conspirator. 

4 Pkb. It is no matter, his name’s Cinna ; 
pluck but his name out of his heart, and 
turn him going. 

3 Pleb. Tear him, tear him! Come, 
brands, ho! fire-brands ! To Brutus’, to 
Cassius' I Burn all! Some to Decius’ house, 
and some to Casca's ; some to Ligarius', 
Away, go I 3^ 

[Exeunt all the Plebeians with China. 

ACT FOUR 

Scene 1. Rome. Antony's house. 
Enter Antony, Octavius, and Lepidus. 

Ant. These many, then, shall die; their 
names are prick'd. 

Ocl, Your brother too must die. Consent 
you, Lepidus ? 

Lep. 1 do consent. 

Ocl. Prick him down, Antony. 

Lep. Upon condition Publius shall not 
live. 

Who is your sister's son, Mark Antony. 5 
Anl. He shall not live ; look, with a spot 
I damn him. 

But, Lepidus, go you to Caesar’s house; 
Fetch the will hither, and we shall determine 
How to cut off some charge in legacies. 
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Lep. What, shall I find you here ? to 
Oct. Or here or at the Capitol. 

f Exil Lepidus. 

Ant. This is a slight unmeritable man. 
Meet to be sent on errands. Is it lit, 

The threefold world divided, he should 
stand 

One of the three to share it ? 

Oci. So you thought him, 15 

And took his voice who should be prick'd 
to die 

In our black sentence and proscription. 
Awl. Octavius, 1 have seen more days 
than you; 

And though we lay these honours on this 
man, 19 

To case ourselves of divers sland’rous loads, 
He shall hut bear them as the ass bears 
gold, 

To groan and sweat under the business, 
Either led or driven as we point the way ; 
And having brought our treasure where we 
will, 

Then take wc dowm his load, and turn him 
off, as 

Like to the empty ass, to shake his ears 
And graze in commons, 

Oct. You may do your will; 

But he’s a tried and valiant soldier. 

Ant. So is my horse, Octavius, and for 
that 

I do appoint him store of provender. 30 
It is a creature that 1 teach to fight, 

To wind, to stop, to run dirtxtly on, 

His corporal motion govern'd by my spirit. 
And, in some taste, is Lepidus but so : 

He must be taught, and train’d, and bid go 
forth; 35 

A barren-spirited fellow; one that feeds 
On abjccts, orts, and imitations, 

Which, out of use and stal'd by other men, 
Begin his fashion. Do not talk of him 
But as a property. And now, Octavius, 40 
Listen great things : Brutus and Cassius 
Are levying powers; we must straight 
make head ; 

ITicrefore Jet our alliance be combin’d, 

Our best friends made, our means stretch'd; 
And let us presently go sit in council 45 
How covert matters may be best disclos’d. 
And open perils surest answered. 

Ocl. Let us do so ; for we are at the stake. 
And bay'd about with many enemies; 

And some that smile have in their hearts, 
I fear, 50 

Millions of mischiefs. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. The Camp near Sardis. Before 
the tent of Brutus. 

Drum. Enter Brutus, Lucilius, Lucius, 
and the Army. Titinius atid Pindarus 
meet them. 

Bru. Stand, ho! 

Lucil. Give the word, ho! and stand. 
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Bru. What now, Liicilius ? Is Cassius 
near ? 

LudL He is at hand, and Pindarus is 
come 

To do you salutation from his master* 5 

Bru. He greets me well. Your master, 
Pindarus, 

In bis own change, or by ill oiheers. 

Hath given me some worthy cause to wish 
Things done undone ; but if he be at hand 
1 shall be satisfied. 

Pin, 1 do not doubt to 

But that my noble master will appear 
Such as he is, lull of regard and iionour. 

Bru, He is not doubted. A word, 
Luciliiis, 

How he receiv’d you; let me be resolv’d. 

Lticil, With courtesy and with respect 
enough, is 

But not with such familiar instances 
Nor with such free and friendly conference 
As he hath us’d of old. 

Bnt, Thou hast describ’d 

A liot friend cooling. Ever note, Lucilius, 
When love begins to sicken and decay, ^ > 
It useth an enforced ceremony. 

There are no tricks in plain and simple 
faith ; 

But hollow men, like horses hot at hand. 
Make gallant show and promise of their 
mettle ; 

But when they should endure the bloody 
spur, 

They fall their crests, and like deceitful 
jades 

Sink in the trial. Comes his army on ? 

Lucil, They mean tliis night in Sardis to 
be quarter’d. 

The greater part, the horse in general. 

Are come with Cassius. [Low march within, 

Bru. Hark ! he is arriv’d : 30 

March gently on to meet him. 

Enter Cassius and his Powers. 

Cas, Stand, ho! 

Bni. Stand, ho I Speak the word along. 

1 Sold. Stand ! 

2 Sold, Stand I 35 

3 Sold, Stand 1 

Cas. Most noble brother, you have done 
me wrong. 

Bru. Judge me, you gods ! wrong 1 mine 
enemies ? 

And, if not so, how should I wrong a 
brother ? 

Cas. Brutus, this sober form of yours 
hides wrongs ; 40 

And when you do them— 

Bnt, Cassius, be content ; 

Speak your griefs softly ; 1 do know you 
well. 

Before the eyes of both our armies here, 
Which should perceive nothing but love 
from us, 
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Let us not wrangle. Bid them move away ; 
Then in my tent, Cassius, enlarge your 
griefs, 46 

And 1 will give you audience. 

Cas. Pindarus, 

Bid our commanders lead their charges off 
A little from this ground. 

Bru. Lucilius, do you the like ; and let 
no man v 

Come to our tent till we have done our con¬ 
ference. 

Let Lucius and Titinius guard our door. 

[Lxewui. 

Scene III. The Camp near Sardis. Within 
the tent of Brutus. 

Enter Brutus and Cassius. 

Cas. That you have wrong’d me doth 
appear in this : 

You have condemn’d and noted Lucius 
Pella 

I For taklii-T bribes here of the Sardians ; 

I Whcrciii my letters, praying on his side, 4 
Because 1 knew the man, vvcre slighted off. 

Bru. You wrong’d yourself to write in 
such a case. 

Cas. In such a time as this it is not meet 
That every nice offence should bear his 
comment. 

Bru. Let me tell you, Cassius, you your¬ 
self 

Are much condemn’d to have an itching 
palm, 10 

To s?Il and mart your ofiiccs for gold 
Id undcservers. 

Cas. I an itching palm I 

You know' that you are Brutus that speaks 
this, 

Or, by the gods, this speech were else your 
last, 

Bru. The name of Cassius honours this 
corruption, 

And chastisement doth therefore hide his 
head. 

Cas. Chastisement 1 

Bru, Remember March, the ides of 
March remember; 

Did not great Julius bleed for justice sake ? 
What villain touch’d his body, that did 
stab, 10 

And not for justice ? What, shall one of us. 
That struck the foremost man of all this 
world 

But for supporting robbers, shall we now 
Contaminate our fingers with base bribes. 
And sell the mighty space of our large 
honours 

For so much trash as may be grasped thus ? 

I had rather be a dog and bay the moon 
Than such a Roman. 

Cas. Brutus, bait not me I 

I’ll not endure it. You forget yourself. 

To hedge me in. I am a soldier, I, 30 
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Older in practice, abler than yourself 
To make conditions. 

Bm. Go to ; you are not, Cassius. 

Cas. I am. 

Bi'u. I say you arc not. 

Cas* Urge me no more, I shall forget 
myself; 3 > 

Have mind upon your health, tempt me no 
farther. 

Brti, Away, slight man I 

Cas. Is’t possible ? 

Brn. Hear me, for I will speak. 

Must I give way and room to your rasit 
choler ? 3 ’ 

Shall I be friglited when a madman stares ? 

Cas. O ye gods, ye gods! must I endure 
all this ? 

Bru. All this ? Ay, more ! Fret till your 
proud heart break. 

Go show your slaves bow choleric you are, 
And make your bondmen tremble. Must 
I budge ? 

Must 1 observe you ? Must 1 stand and 
crouch 4 s 

Under y^oiir testy humour ? By the gods. 
You shall digest tiie venom of your spleen 
Though it do split you; for from thi> day 
forth 

I’ll use you for my mirth, yea, for my 
laughter. 

When you are w'aspish. 

Cas. Is it come to this ? 5* 

Bru, You say you are a better soldier. 
Let it appear so; make your vaunting 
true. 

And it shall please me well. For mine own 
part, 

I shall be glad to learn of noble men. 

Cas. You w rong me every way ; you 
wrong me, Brutus ; 55 

I said an eider soldier, not a better. 

Did I say ‘ better ’ ? 

Bru, If you did, I care not. 

Cas, When C<Tsar livM, he durst not thus 
have mov’d me. 

Bru. Peace, peace! You durst not so 
have tempted him. 

Cas. I durst not ? Ck* 

Bru. No. 

Cas. VV^hat, durst not tempt him ? 

Bru, For your life you durst not. 

Cas, Do not presume too much upon my 
love; 

1 may do that 1 shall be sorry for. 

Bru. You have done that you should be 
sorry for. • ' 

There is no terror, Cassius, in your threats; 
For 1 am arm’d so strong in hone.sty 
That they pass by me as the iille wind, 
Which I respect not. I did send to you 
For certain sums of gold, which you denied 
me; 

For I can raise no money by vile means. 
By heaven, 1 had rather coin my heart. 
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And drop my blood for drachmas, than to 
wring 

From the hard hands of peasants their vile 
trash 

By any indirection. 1 did send ?5 

i o you for gold to pay my legions. 

Which you denied me ; was that done like 
Cassius ? 

Sliould 1 have answer’d Cains Cassius so ? 
When Marcus Brutus grows so covetous, 

I’o lock such rascal counters from his 
friends, 80 

Be ready, jwkIs, with all your thunderbolts, 
Dasli him to pieces ! 

Cas. I denied you not. 

Brn. You did. 

Cas. I did not. He was but a fool 
Tiiat brought rny answer back. 

Brutus hath riv tl my Iicart. 

A friend should bear his friend’s in- 
firnuties, 85 

But Brutus makes mine greater than they 
arc. 

Bru. I do not, till you practise them on 
me. 

Cas. You love me not. 

Bru. I do not like your faults. 

Cas. A friendly eye could never see such 
faults. 

Bru. A flatterer’s would not, though they 
do appear 90 

As huge as high Olympus. 

Cas. Come, Antony, and young Octavius, 
come, 

Revenge yourselves alone on Cassius, 

For Cassius is aweary of the world : 

Hated by one he loves; brav’d by his 
brother; 93 

Check’d like a bondman; aU his faults 
observ’d, 

Set in a notebook, Jeam’d, and conn’d by 
rote. 

To cast into my teeth. O, 1 could weep 
My spirit from mine eyes! There is my 
dagger. 

And here my naked breast; within, a 
heart 100 

Dearer than Plutiis’ mine, richer than gold ; 
If that thou be’st a Roman, take it forth, 
1, that denied thee gold, will give my heart. 
Strike as thou didst at CtTsar ; for 1 know% 
When thou didst hate him worst, thou 
lov’dst him better 105 

Than ever thou lov’dst Cassius. 

Bru. Sheathe your dagger. 

Be angry when you will, it shall have scope ; 
Do what you will, dishonour shall be 
humour. 

O Cassius, you are yoked with a Iamb, 
That carries anger as the flint bears fire ; no 
Who, much enforced, shows a hasty spark. 
And straight is cold again. 

Cas* Hath Cassius liv’d 

To be but mirth and laughter to his Brutus, 
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IVhen grief and blood ill-temper'd vexeth 
him ? 


Bru. When I spoke that I was ill- 
temper'd too. 

Cos. Do you confess so much ? Give me 
your hand. 

Bru. And my heart too. 

Cas. O Brutus! 

Bru. What’s the matter ? 

Cas, Have not you love enough to bear 
with me, 

V/hen tliat rash humour which my mother 
gave me 

Wakes me forgetful ? 

Bni. Yes, Cassius ; and from henceforth, 

■When you are over-earnest: with your 
Brutus, 

He’ll tliink your mother chides, and leave 
you so. 


Enter a Poet, followed by Lucilius, 
Titinius, and Lucius. 


Poet Let me go in to see tlie generals. 

There is some grudge between ’em ; ’tis not 
meet 

iThey be alone. 

LuciL You shall not come to them, 125 

Poet, Nothing but death shall stay me. 

Cas, How now J UTiat’s the matter ? 

Poet. For shame, you generals J What do 
you mean ? 

Xove, and be friends, as two such men 
should be ; 

For I have seen more years, I’m sure, 

than ye. X3« 

Cos. Ha, ha ! How vilely doth this cynic 
rhyme I 

Bru. Get you hence, sirrah; saucy 
fellow, hence! 

Cas. Bear with liim, Brutus: ’tis his 
fashion. 

Bru. I’ll know his humour when he 
knows his time. 

What should the wars do with these jigging 

fools ? 135 

Companion, hence! 

Cas. Away, away, be gone! 

[Exii Poet. 

Bru. Lucilius and Titinius, bid the com¬ 
manders 

Prepare to lodge their companies to-night. 

Cas. And come yourselves, and bring 
Messala with you 

Immediately to us. 

[Exeunt Lucilius and Titinius, 

Bru. Lucius, a bowl of wine! 

Cas. I did not think you could have been 
so angry. 141 

Bru. O Cassius, I am sick of many griefs! 

Cas, Of your philosophy you make no use. 

If you give place to accidental evils. 

Bru. No man bears sorrow better. Portia 
is dead. 143 

Cas. Ha i Portia 7 1 
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Bru. She is dead. 

Cas. How scap’d I killing when I cross’d 
you so ? 

O insupportable and touching loss I 
Upon what sickness ? 

Bru. Impatient of my absence, 130 
And grief that young Octavius with Mark 
Antony 

Have made themselves so strong; for with 
her death 

That tidings came. With this she fell 
distract, 

And, her attendants absent, swallow’d fire. 
Cas. And died so ? 

Bru. Even so. 

Cas. O ye immortal gods ! 155 

Enter Lucius with wine and tapers. 

Bru. Speak no more of her. Give me a 
bowl of wine. 

In tills I bury all unkindness, Cassius. 

[Drinks. 

Cas. My heart is thirsty for that noble 
pledge. 

Fill, Lucius, till the wine o'erswcll the cup ; 
I cannot drink too much of Brutus’ love, lOo 
[Drhiks. Exit Lucius. 

Re-enter Titinius, with Messala. 

Bru. Come in, Titinius I Welcome, good 
Messala I 

Now sit we close about this taper here. 
And call in question our necessities. 

Cas. Portia, art thou gone ? 

Bru. No more, I pray you. 

Messala, I have here received letters, 

That young Octavius and Mark Antony 
Come down upon us with a mighty power, 
Bending their expedition toward Philippi. 
Mes. Myself have letters of the self-same 
tenour, 

Bru. With what addition ? 170 

Mes. That, by proscription and bills of 
outlawr>% 

Octavius, Antony, and I^pidus, 

Have put to death an hundred senators. 

Bru. Therein our letters do not well agree; 
Mine speak of seventy senators that died 
By their proscriptions, Cicero being one. 
Cas. Cicero one 1 

Mes. Cicero is dead, 177 

And by that order of proscription. 

Had you your letters from your wife, my 
lord? 

Bru. No, Messala. xso 

Mes, Nor nothing in your letters writ of 
her ? 

Bru. Nothing, Messala. 

Mes. That, methinks. Is strange. 

Bru. Why ask you ? Hear you aught of 
her in yours 7 
Mes. No, my lord. 

Bru. Now, as you are a Roman, tell me 
true* S85 



Scene 3] 

Mes. Then like a Roman bear the truth 
1 tell: 

For certain she is dead, and by strange 
manner. 

Bru. Why, farewell, Portia. We must 
die, Messala. 

W^'ith meditating that she must die once, 

1 have the patience to endure it now. i 

Mes. Even so great men great losses 
should endure, 

Cas. 1 have as much of this in art as you. 
But yet my nature could not bear it so. 

Brw. Weil, to our work alive. What do 
you think 

Of marching to Philippi presently ? 19? 

Cas. 1 do not think it good. 

Brti. Your reason ? 

Cos. This it is : 

'Tis better that the enemy seek us ; 

So shall he waste his means, weary his 
soldiers, 

Doing himself olTencc, whilst we, lying 
still, 

Are full of rest, defence, and nimbleness- > 

Brw. Good reasons must, of force, give 
place to better. 

The people 'twixt Philippi and this ground 
Do stand but in a forc’d affection ; 
bor they have grudg'd us contribution. 
Ihe enemy, marching along by them, 20, 
By them shall make a fuller number up, 
Come on refresh’d, new-added, and en¬ 
courag'd ; 

From which advantage shall we cut him 
off, 

If at Philippi we do face him there, 

These people at our back. 

Cas, Hear me, good brother. 

Bru. Under your pardon. You must note 
beside 

That we have tried the utmost of our 
friends. 

Our legions are brim full, our cause is ripe. 
The enemy increaseth every day : 

We, at the height, are ready to decline, 
There is a tide in the affairs of men 
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to 
fortune; 

Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries. 

On such a full sea are we now afloat, v-'-o 
And we must take the current when it 
serves. 

Or lose our ventures. 

Cas. Then, with your will, go on ; 

We'll along ourselves and meet them at 
Philippi. 

Bm, The deep of night is crept upon our 
talk. 

And nature must obey necessity, 

Which we will niggard with a little rest. 
There is no more to say ? 

Cas. No more. Good night:, 

Early to*morrow will we rise, and hence. 1 
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Bnu Lucius I [Enter Ldcius] My gown, 
[Exit Lucitts] Farewell, good Messala. 
Good night, Titinius. Noble, noble Cassius, 
Good night, and good repose! 

Cas. O my dear brother, 

IFiis was an ill beginning of the night! 
Never come such division ’tween our souls ! 
Let it not, Brutus. 

Bril, Everything is well. 234 

Cas. Good night, my lord. 

Bm. Good night, good brother. 

Til, and Mes. Good night, Lord Brutus. 
Brw. Farewell, every one. 

[Exeunt Cassius^ Titinius, and Messala. 

Re-enter Lucius with the gown. 

Give me the gown. Where is thy instru¬ 
ment ? 

Luc. Here in the tent. 

Bru. What, thou speak'st drowsily ? 
Poor knave, I blame thee not; thou art 
o'crwatch’d. 

Call C laudius and some other of my men; 

I’ll have them sleep on cushions in my tent. 
Luc. Varro and Claudius ! 

Enter Varro and Claudius. 

Var. Calls my lord ? 

Bru. I pray you, sirs, lie in my tent and 
sleep; 

It may he I shall raise you by and by 
On business to my brother Cassius. 

V’ar. So please you we will stand and 
watch your pleasure. 

Bru. 1 will not have it so. Lie down, good 
sirs; 

It may be 1 shall otherwise bethink me. 
Look, Lucius, here’s the book I sought 
for so ; .’50 

I put it in the pocket of my gown. 

[Varro and Claudius lie down. 
Luc. I was sure your lordship did not 
give it me. 

Bru. Bear with me, good boy, 1 am much 
forgetful. 

Canst thou hold up thy heavy eyes awhile, 
And touch thy instrument a strain or two ? 
Luc. Ay, my lord, an’t please you. 

Bru. It docs, my boy. 

1 trouble thee too much, but thou art 
willing. 257 

Luc. It is my duty, sir. 

Bru. I should not urge thy duty past thy 
might; 

I know young bloods look for a time of 
rest. 

Luc. I have slept, my lord, already, 

Bru. It was well done; and thou shalt 
sleep again; 

I will not hold thee long. If 1 do live, 

1 will be good to thee. 

[Music and a song. Luciu.s falls asleep. 
This is a sleepy tune. O murd’rous slumber! 
Layest thou thy leaden macc upon my boy, 
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That play 3 thee music ! Gentle knave, good 
night. 

1 will not do thcc so much wrong to wake 
thee. 

If thou dost nod, thou break’st thy instru¬ 
ment ; 

ITl take it from thee; and, good boy, 
good night. i/ ' 

Let me see, let me sec ; is not the leaf 
turn’d down 

Where 1 left reading ? Here it is, I think. 

IShs down. 

Enter the Ghost of C^iSAR. 

How ill this taper burns 1 Ha ! who comes 
here ? 

I think it is the weakness of mine eyes 

That shapes this monstrous apparition. - 75 

It comes upon me. Art thou any thing ? 

Art thou some god, some angel, or soiru 
devil, 

That mak’st my blood cold and my hair to 
stare ? 

Speak to me what thou art. 

Ghost. Thy evil spirit, Brutus. 

Bi'iu Wily com'st thou ? 2^0 

Ghost. To tell thee thou shalt sec me at 
Philippi. 

Bru. Wei!; t.iea 1 shall see thee again ? 

Ghost. Ay, at Philippi. 

Bru. Why, I will see thee at Philippi, 
then. (fixit Ghost. 

Now 1 have taken heart thou vanishest. ’ - 

III spirit, I would hold more talk with 
thee. 

Boy! Lucius! Varro! Claudius! Sirs, 
awake! 

Claudius! 

Luc. The strings, my lord, arc false. 

Bru. He thinks he still is at his instru¬ 
ment. -i- 

Lucius, awake! 

Luc. My lord ! 

Bru. Didst thou dream, Lucius, that 
thou so criedst out ? 

Luc. My lord, I do not know that I did 
cry. 

Bni. Yes, that thou didst. Didst thou see 
any thing ? 

Luc, Nothing, my lord. 

Bru. Sleep again, Lucius. Sirrah Claud¬ 
ius ! 

[To VarroJ Fellow thou, awake I 

Var. My lord ? 

Ciau. My lord ? 

Bru. Why did you so cry out, sirs, in 
your sleep ? 

Both. Did we, mv lord ? 

Bru. Ay. Saw you any thing ? 

Var. No, my lord, 1 saw nothing. 

Clau. Nor 1, my lord. 

Bru. Go and commend me to my brother 
Cassius; 30^ 

Bid him set on his powTs betimes before, 
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Ana we will follow. 

Var. and Clau. It shall be done, my lord. 

lExeunt. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Near Philippi. 

Enter OcTAVica, Antony, and their Army. 

Oct. Now, Antony, our hopes are 
answered. 

You said the enemy would not ceme down, 
But keep the hills and upper regions ; 
it proves not so. Their battles are at hand ; 
They mean to warn us at Philippi here, 5 
Answering before we do demand of them. 
Ant. Tut. I am in their bosoms, and 1 
know 

Wherefore they do it. They could be 
content 

To visit other places, and come down <> 
vV'th i :ainii bravery, thinking by this face 
to fasten in our thoughts, that tliey have 
courage; 

But 'tis not so. 

En:er a Messenger. 

Mm. Prepare you, generals ; 

The enemy conics on in gallant how ; 
fheir b oody sign ot battle is hung out, 
And something to be done immediately. 15 
Am. Octavius, lead your battle softly on, 
Upon The left hand ol the even field. 

Oct. Upon the right hand 1; keep thou 
the left. 

An:. Why do you cross me in this 
exigent ? j'l 

Oci. I do not cross you ; but 1 will do so, 

[March. 

Drum. Enter Brutus, Cassius, and their 
Army ; Luctlius, T itinius, Messala, 
and (Hhers. 

Bru. They stand, and would have parley. 
Cas. Stand fast, J’itinius ; we must out 
and talk. 

Oci. Mark Antony, shall we give sign of 
battle ? 

Am. No, Cccsar, we will answer on their 
charge. 

Make forth ; the generals w^ould have some 
words, 25 

Oct. Stir not until the signal. 

Bru. Words before bl;;ws. Is it so, 
countrymen ? 

Oct. Not that we love words better, as 
you do. 

Bru. Good words are better than bad 
strokes, Octavius. 

Anl. In your bad strokes, Brutus, you 
give good words ; 

Witness the hole you made in Caesar’s heart. 
Crying ’ Long live I Hail, Caesar! * 

Cas. Antony, 

The posture of your blows are yet unknown ; ; 



Scene 1] 

But for your words, they rob the Hybla 
bees. 

And leave them honey less. 

Anf. Not stingless too ? 3S 

Brw. O yes, and soundless too ; 

For you have stol’n their buzzing, Antony, 
And very wisely threat berore you sting. 
Ant, Villains, you did not so when your 
vile daggers 

Hack’d one another in the sides of Caesar. .i«» 
You show’d your teelli like apes, and 
fawn’d like hounds, 

And bow’d like bondmen, kissing Caisar's 
feet; 

Whilst damned Casca, like a cur, behind 
Struck Caesar on the neck. O you flatterers! 
Cas. Flatterers ! Now, Brutus, thank 
yourself: 13 

This tongue had not offended so to-day 
If Cassius might have rul’d. 

Oct, Come, come, the cause. If arguing 
make us sweat. 

The proof of it will turn to redder drops. 
Look, 

1 draw a sword against conspirators ; 
When think you that the sword goes up 
again ? 

Never till Caesar’s three and thirty wounds 
Be well aveng’d, or till another Ca'sar 
Have added slaughter to the sword of 
traitors. 53 

Bru. Cjesar, thou canst not die by 
traitors’ hands. 

Unless thou bring’st them with thee. 

Oct. So I hope. 

1 was not born to die on Brutus’ sword. 
Bru, O, if thou wert the noblest of thy 
strain, 

Young man, thou couldst not die more 
honourable. 

Cas. A peevish schoolboy, worthless of 
such honour. 

Join’d with a masker and a reveller I 
Ant, Old Cassius still! 

Oct, Come, Antony ; away ! 

Defiance, traitors, hurl we in your teeth. 

If you dare fight to-day, come to the field ; 
If not, when you have stomachs. [Exeunt 
Octavius, Antony, and their Army, 
Cas, Why, now, blow' wind, swell billow, 
and swim bark ! t>r 

The storm is up, and all is on the hazard. 
Bru, Ho, Lucilius! hark, a word with 
you. 

Lucil, My lord. 

[Bridtis and Lucilius converse apart, 
Cas, Messala. 

Mes. What says my general ? 

Cas. Messala, 70 

This is my birth-day ; as this very day 
Was Cassius bom. Give me thy hand 
Messala. 

Be thou my witness that against my will. 
As Pompey was, am I compell’d to set 
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Upon one battle all our liberties. 75 

You know that I held Epicurus strong. 
And his op.nion : now 1 change my mind. 
And partly credit things that do presage. 
Coming from Sardis, on our former ensign 
Two mighty eagles fell; and there they 
perch’d, «<« 

Gorging and feeding from our soldiers’ 
hands. 

Who to Philippi here consorted us. 

Ihis morning are they fled away and gone, 
And in their steads do ravens, crows, and 
kites. 

Fly o’er our heads and downward look 
on us ^ s 

As we were sickly prey. Their shadows 
seem 

A canopy most fatal, under which 
Our army lies, ready to give up the ghost. 
Mes. Believe not so. 

Cas. I but believe it partly ; 

For I am fresh of spirit and resolv’d 90 
To meet all perils very constantly. 

Bru, Even so, Lucilius. 

Cas. Now, most noble Brutus, 

The gods to-day stand friendly, that we 
may, 

Lovers in peace, lead on our days to age I 
But, since the affairs of men rest still in- 
certain, !)«; 

Let’s reason with the worst that may befall. 
If we do lose this battle, then is this 
The very last time we shall speak together. 
What are you then determined to do 1 90 
Bru. Even by the rule of that philosophy 
By which I did blame Cato for the death 
Which he did give himself—I know not 
how, 

But I do find it cowardly and vile. 

For fear of what might fall, so to prevent 
Ihe time of life—arming myself with 
patience 105 

To stay the providence of seme high pow ers 
That govern us bclow'. 

Cas. I hen, if W'e lose this battle, 

You are contented to be led in triumph 
Thorough the streets of Rome ? 

Bru, No, Cassius, no. Think not, then 
noble Reman, no 

That ever Brutus will go bound to Rome ; 
He bears too great a mind. But this si me 
day 

Must end that w'ork the ides of March 
begun. 

And whether w’e shall meet again I know 
not. 

Therefore our everlasting farewell take : 115 
For ever and for ever farew'cll, Cassius I 
If we do meet again, w hy, we shall smile; 
If not, why then this parting was well made. 
Cas. For ever and for ever farewell, 
Brutus ! 

If we do meet again, we’ll smile indeed ; 120 
If not, 'tis true this parting was well made. 
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Bru, Why then, lead on. O that a man 
might know 

The end of this day’s business ere it come ! 
But it sufficeth that the day will end, 

And then the end is known. Come, ho! 
away I [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Near Philippi. The field of 
battle. 

Alarum. Enter Brutus and Messala. 

Bru. Ride, ride, Messala, ride, and give 
these bills 

Unto the legions on the other side 

[Loud alarum. 

Let them set on at once; for I perceive 
But cold demeanour in Octavius’ wing. 
And sudden push gives them the overthrow 
Ride, ride, Messala ; let them all come 
down. [ExeimL 

Scene III. Another part of the field. 
Alarums. Enter Cassius and Titinius. 

Cas. O, look, Titinius, look, the villain! 
fly! 

Myself have to mine own turn’d enemy. 
This ensign here of mine was turning back ; 
I slew the coward, and did take it from him. 

Tit. O Cassius, Brutus gave the word too 
early, s 

Who, having some advantage on Octavius, 
Took it too eagerly. His soldiers fell to 
spoil. 

Whilst we by Antony are all enclos'd. 

Enter Pindarus. 

Pin. Fly further off, my lord, fly further 
off; 

Mark Antony is in your tents, my lord; lo 
Fly, therefore, noble Cassius, fly far off. 

Cas. This hill is far enough. Look, look, 
Titinius. 

Are those my tents where I perceive the fire? 

Tit. They arc, my lord. 

Cas. Titinius, if thou lovest me, 

Mount thou my horse and hide thy spurs 
in him, j 5 

Till he have brought thee up to yonder 
troops 

And here again, that I may rest assur'd 
Whether yond troops are friend or enemy. 

Tit. 1 will be here again even with a 
thought. [Exit. 

Cas. Go, Pindarus, get higher on that 
hill; 

My sight was ever thick ; regard Titinius, 
And tell me what thou not’st about the 
field. [Pindarus goes up. 

This day I breathed first. Time is come 
round. 

And where I did begin there shall I end ; 
My life is run his compass. Sirrah, what 
news 7 25 


[Act 5 

Pin. [Above] O my lord 1 
Cas. What news 7 

Pin. Titinius is enclosed round about 
With horsemen that make to him on the 
spur; 

Yet he spurs on. Now they are almost on 
him. 30 

Now 7'itinius! Now some light. O, he 
lights too! 

He's ta'en. [Shout. 

And hark ! They shout for joy. 

Cas. Come down ; behold no more. 

O, coward that 1 am to live so long 34 
To sec my best friend ta'en before my face ! 

Enter Pindarus. 

Come hither, sirrah. 

In Parthia did I take thee prisoner; 

And then I swore thee, saving of thy life. 
That whatsoever I did bid thee do 
Thou shouldst attempt it. Come now, keep 
thine oath; 

Now be a freeman, and with this good 
sword, 41 

That ran through Capsar’s bowels, search 
this bosom. 

Stand not to answer ; here, take thou the 
hilts ; 

And when my face is cover'd, as 'lis now. 
Guide thou the sword. [Pindarus stabs him* 
Ctesar, thou art reveng’d, 15 
E\’en with the sword that kill'd thee. [Dies. 
Pin. So, I am free ; yet would not so 
have been, 

Durst 1 have done my will. O Cassius ! 48 
Far from this country Pindarus shall run, 
Where never Roman shall take note of him. 

[JBxif. 

Re-enter Titinius, with Messala. 

Mes. It is but change, Titinius; for 
Octavius 

Is overthrown by noble Brutus' pow'er, 

As Cassius' legions are by Antony. 

Tit. These tidings will well comfort 
Cassius. 

Mcs. Where did you leave him 7 
Til. All disconsolate, 53 

With Pindarus, his bondman, on this bill. 
Mes. Is not that he that lies upon the 
ground ? 

Tit. He lies not like the living. O my 
heart! 

Mes. Is not that he 7 
Tit. No, this was he, Messala; 

But Cassius is no more. O setting sun, 60 
As in thy red rays thou dost sink to night. 
So in his red blood Cassius* day is set! 

The sun of Rome is set. Our day is gone; 
Clouds, dews, and dangers come ; our deeds 
are done. 64 j 

Mistrust of my success hath done this deed. 
Mes. Mistrust of good success hath done 
this deed. 
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O hateful error, melancholy’s child, 

Why dost thou show to the apt thoughts of 
men 

The things that are not ? O error, soon 
conceiv’d. 

Thou never com’st unto a happy birth, 70 
But kill'st the mother that engcnd'red 
thee I 

Til. What, Pindarus! Where art thou, 
Pindarus ? 

Mcs. Seek him, Titinius, whilst 1 go to 
meet 

The noble Brutus, thrusting this report 
Into his ears. I may say ‘ thrusting ’ it; ?? 
For piercing steel and darts envenomed 
Shall be as welcome to the ears of Brutus 
As tidings of this sight. 

Tit. Hie you, Messala, 

And 1 will seek for Pindarus the while. 

[Exii Messala. 

Why didst thou send me forth, brave 
Cassius ? 

Did 1 not meet thy friends, and did not I hey 
Put on my brows this wreath of victory. 
And bid me give it thee ? Didst thou not 
hear their shouts ? 

Alas, thou hast misconstrued every thing! 
But hold thee, take tliis garland on thy 
brow; S3 

Thy Brutus bid me give it thee, and 1 
Will do his bidding. Brutus, come apace, 
And sec how 1 regarded Caius Cassius. 

By your leave, gods. This is a Roman’s part. 
Come, Cassius’ sword, and find Titinius’ 
heart. [Dies. 

Alarum. Re’-enter Mbss\la, with Brutus, 
Young Cato, Strato, Volumnius, 
and Lucilius. 

Bru. Where, where, Messala, doth his 

body lie ? mi 

Mes. Lo yonder, and Titinius mourning it. 
Bru. Titinius’ face is upward. 

Cato. He is slain. 

Bru. O Julius Ca;sar, thou art mighty yet! 
Thy spirit walks abroad and turns our 
swords M3 

In our own proper entrails. [Lotv alarums. 

Cato. Brave Titinius! 

Look whe’r he have not crown’d dead 
Cassius! 

Bru. Are yet two Romans living such as 
these ? 

The last of all the Romans, fare thee well! 
It is impossible that ever Rome 100 

Should breed thy fellow. Friends, I owe 
moe tears 

To this dead man than you shall see me pay* 
I shall hnd time, Cassius, 1 shall find time. 
Come, therefore, and to Thasos send his 
body. 

His funerals shall not be in our camp, 105 
Lest it discomfort us. Lucilius, come ; 

And come, young Cato ; let us to the field. 
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Labeo and Flavius set our battles on. 

'Tis three o’clock; and, Romans, yet ere 
night 

We shall try fortune in a second fight. 110 

I Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Another pari of the field. 
Alarum. Enter Brutus, Messala, Young 
Cato, Lucilius, and Flavius. 

Bru. Yet, countrymen, O, yet hold up 
your heads ! 

Cato. What bastard doth not ? Who will 
go with me ? 

I will proclaim my name about the field : 

1 am the son of Marcus Cato, ho ! 

A foe to tyrants, and my country’s friend. 5 
i am the son of Marcus Cato, ho! 

Enter Soldiers and fight. 

Bru. And I am Brutus, Marcus Brutus, I! 
Brutus, my country's friend ! Know me for 
Brutus ! [Exit. Young Cato falls. 
Lucil. O young and noble Cato, art thou 
down ? 9 

Why, now thou diest as bravely as Titinius, 
And mayst be honour’d, being Cato’s son. 
1 Sold. Yield, or thou dicst. 

Lucil. Only I yield to die. 

[O^e? ing waney] There is so much that thou 
wilt kill me straight. 

Kill Brutus, and he honour’d in his death. 

1 Sold. We must not. A noble prisoner! 

Enter Antony. 

2 Sold. Room, ho ! Tell Antony Brutus 

is ta’cn. 

1 Sold. I’ll tell the news. Here comes the 
general. 

Brutus is ta’en ! Brutus is ta’en, my lord ! 
Ant. Where is he ? 

Lucil. Safe, Antony; Brutus is safe 
enough. -20 

I dare assure thee that no enemy 
Shall ever take alive the noble Brutus. 

The gods defend him from so great a shame! 
When you do find him, or alive or dead, 

He will be found like Brutus, like himself. 
Ant. This is not Brutus, friend ; but, I 
assure you, 26 

A prize no less in worth. Keep this man safe; 
Give him all kindness. I had rather have 
Such men my friends than enemies. Go on, 
And see whe’r Brutus be alive or dead ; 30 
And bring us w'ord unto Octavius' tent 
How everything is chanc’d. lExci4nl. 

Scene V. Another part of the field. 

Enter Brutus, Dardanius, Clitus, 
Strato, and Volumnius. 

Bru. Come, poor remains of friends, rest 
on this rock. 

Cli. Statilius show’d the torch-light; but, 
my lord. 
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He came not back. He is or ta'en or slain. 
Bru. Sit thee down, Clitus. Slaying is the 
word; 

It is a deed in fashion. Hark thee, Clitus. 

[Wilis per hv4* 

Clu What, I, my lord ? No, not for all 
the world. 

Bru, Peace, then, no words. 

Cli. I'll rather kill myself. 

Bru, Hark thee, Dardanius! 

Dar, Shall I do such a deed ? 

Cli, O Dardanius ! 

Dar. O Clitus ! r‘> 

Cli. What ill request did Brutus make 
to thee ? 

Dar. To kill him, Clitus. Look, he 
meditates. 

Cli. Now is that noble vessel full of grief. 
That it runs over even at his eyes. 

Bru. Come hither, good Volumnius ; list 
a word. 

Vol. What says my lord ? 

Bru. Why, this, Volumnius : 

The ghost of Caesar hath appear'd to me 
Two several times by night—at Sardis once, 
Ani this last night here in Philippi fields. 
1 know my hour is come. 

Vol. Not so, my lord. 20 

Bru. Nay, 1 am sure it is, Volumnius. 
Thou seest the world, Volumnius, how it 
goes: 

Our enemies have beat us to the pit; 

[Lou; alarums. 

It is more worthy to leap in ourselves 
Than tarry till they push us. Good 
Volumnius, 2 s 

Thou know’st that we two went to school 
together; 

Even for that our love of old, I prithee. 
Hold thou my sword-hilts whilst 1 run on it. 
Vol. That's not an office for a friend, my 
lord. [Alarum still. 

Cli. Fly, fly, my lord ; there is no tarry¬ 
ing here. 3^' 

Bru. Farewell to you ; and you ; and 
you, Volumnius. 

Strato, thou hast been all this while asleep ; 
Farewell to thee too, Strato. Countrymen, 
My heart doth joy that yet in aU my life 
I found no man but he was true to me. 35 
I shall have glory by this losing day. 

More than Octavius and Mark Antony 
By this vile conquest shall attain unto. 

So fare you well at once; for Brutus' 
tongue 

Hath almost ended his life's histor>\ 40 
Night hangs upon mine eyes; my bones 
would rest. 

That have but labour'd to attain this hour. 
[Alarum. Cry within ' Fly, fly, fly !' j 


Cli. Fly, my lord, fly. 

Bru. Hence ! I will follow. 

[Exeunt Clitus, Dardanius, and 
Volumnius. 

I prithee, Strato, stay thou by thy lord ; 
Thou art a fellow of a good respect; 45 

I'hy life hath had some smatch of honour 
in it. 

Hold then my sword, and turn away thy 
face, 

While I do run upon it. Wilt thou, Strato ? 
Stra. Give me your hand first. Fare you 
well, my lord. 

Bru. Farewell, good Strato. Caisar, now 
be still. 50 

1 kill'd not thee with half so good a will. 

[He runs on his sword, and dies. 

Alarum. Retreat. Enter Octavius, An¬ 
tony, Messala, Lucilius, and the Army. 

Oct. What man is that ? 

Mes. My muster's man. Strato, where is 
thy master ? 

Stra. Free from the bondage you arc in, 
Messala. 

The conquerors can but make a fire of him ; 
For Brutus only overcame himself, 

And no man else hath honour by his death. 
Liicil. So Brutus should be found. I 
thank thee, Brutus, 

That thou hast prov'd Lucilius' saying true. 
Oct. All that serv'd Brutus, I will enter¬ 
tain them. (>o 

Fellow, wilt thou bestow thy time with me ? 
Stra. Ay, if Messala will prefer me to you. 
Ocl. Do so, good Messala. 

Mes. How died my master, Strato ? 

Sira. 1 held the sword, and he did run 
on it. 65 

Mes. Octavius, then take him to follow 
thee. 

That did the latest service to my master. 
Ant. This was the noblest Homan of them 
all. 

All the conspirators save only he 
Did that they did in envy of great Ca?sar ; 
He only in a general honest thought 71 
And common good to all made one of them. 
His life was gentle ; and the elements 
So mix'd in him that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world ‘ This was a man!* 
Oct. According to his virtue let us use 
him, 76 

With all respect and rites of burial. 

Within my tent his bones to-night shall 
lie, 

Most like a soldier, ordered honourably. 

So call the field to rest, and let’s away 80 
To part the glories of this happy day. 

[ExeunL 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA- 


Duncan, Kin" of Scotland, 


Malcolm, \ ^ , 

Donalbain, J 

B VNQUo”^ j” King's army, 

Macdi i r, 


IJiNNOX, 

Ross, 

Mhnti-itu, 

Anuus, 

Caithness, 


Noblemen of Scotland. 


Fllance, son to Ban^uo, 

SiWARi), harl of Northumberland, General 
of the EngUsh forces. 

VouNu SiWARi), his son , 

Seyton, an ofjcer attending on Macbeth. 
Boa', ,so>i to MacdiiJ]'. 


A Sergeant. 

A Porter. 

An Old Man. 

An English Doctor. 

A Scots Doctor. 

Lady Macbeth. 

Laly Macduff. 

Gentlewoman attending on Lady Macbeth. 

The Weird Sisters. 

Hecate. 

The Ghost of Banguo, 

Apparitions. 

Lords, Gentlemen, Officers, Soldiers, Mur¬ 
derers, Attendants, and Messengers, 


The Scene : Scdland and England, 


ACT ONE 

SeviNE I. All open place. 

Thunder and lightning. Enter three Witches. 

1 Witch, When shall we three meet 

again ? 

In thunder, lightning, or in rain ? 

2 When the hurlyburly's done, 
When the battle’s lost and won. 

3 Witch. That will be ere the set of sun. 5 

1 Wi7c/i. Where the place ? 

2 Witch. Upon the heath. 

3 Witch. There to meet with Macbeth. 

1 Witch, I come, Graymalkin. 

2 Witch, Paddock calls. 

3 Witch. Anon ! 

All. Fair is foul, and foul is fair: i' 

Hover through the fog and filthy air. 

[W^ilclies vanish. 

Scene II. A camp near Fones. 

Alarum within. Enter Kinc Dit>:can, 
Malcolm, Donalbain, Lennox, with 
Attendants, meeting a bleeding Sergeant. 

Dun. What bloody man is that ? He can 
report, 

As seemeth by his plight, of the revolt 
The new^est state. 

Mai. This is the sergeant 

Who like a good and hardy soldier fought 
^Gainst my captivity. Hail, brave friend ! 
Say to the King the knowledge of the broil 
As thou didst leave it. 

Serg, Doubtful it stood. 


As two spent swimmers that do cling 
together 

And choke their art. The merciless 
Macdonwald— 

Worthy to be a rebel, for to that 10 

The multiplying villainies of nature 

Do swarm upon him—from the Western 
Isles 

Of kerns and gallovvglasses is supplied ; 

And Fortune, on his damned quarrel 
smiling, 

Show'd like a rebel's whore. But all’s too 
weak; 15 

For brave Macbeth—well he deserves that 
name— 

Disdaining Fortune, with his brandish'd 
steel 

Which smok'd with bloody execution. 

Like valour's minion, carv’d out his 
passage 

Till he fac’d the slave ; 20 

Which ne’er shook hands, nor bade farewell 
to him, 

Till he unseam’d him from the nave to th' 
chaps. 

And fix’d his head upon our battlements. 

Dun, O valiant cousin 1 worthy gentle¬ 
man ! 

Serg. As whence the sun gins his reflec¬ 
tion 25 

Shipwrecking storms and direful thunders 
break. 

So from that spring whence comfort seem'd 
to come 

Discomfort swells. Mark, King of Scotland, 
mark: 
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No sooner justice had, with valour arm'd, 
Cornpeird these skipping kerns to trust 
their heels, 30 

But the Norweyan lord, surveying vantage. 
With furbish'd arms and new supplies of 
men, 

Began a fresh assault. 

Dun, Dismay’d not this 

Our captains, Macbeth and Banquo ? 

Serf!;, Yes; 

As sparrows eagles, or the hare the lion. 35 
If I say sooth, 1 must report they were 
As cannons overcharg’d with double 
cracks ; 

So they doubly redoubled strokes upon the 
foe. 

Except they meant to bathe in reeking 
wounds, 

Or memorize another Golgotha, 

I cannot tell— 

But 1 am faint; my gashes cry for help. 

Dun, So well thy words become thee as 
thy wounds ; 4} 

They smack of honour both.—Go get him 
surgeons. [Exit Sergeani, attended. 

Enter Ross. 

Who comes here ? 

Ma!, The worthy Thane of Ross. 

Len, What a haste looks through his 
eyes! 

So should he look that seems to speak 
things strange. 

Ross. God save the King! 

Dun, Whence cam’st thou, worthy 
thane ? 

Ro.ss. From Fife, great King, 

Where the Norweyan banners flout the 
sky 50 

And fan our people cold. 

Norway himself, with terrible numbers, 
Assisted by that most disloyal traitor 
The Thane of Cawdor, began a dismal 
conflict, 

Till that Belloiia’s bridegroom, lapp’d in 
proof, 55 

Confronted him with self-comparisons, 
Point against point rebellious, arm ’gainst 
arm, 

Curbing his lavish spirit; and to conclude. 
The victory fell on us. 

Dun. Great happiness I 

Ross, That now' f>o 

Sweno, the Norways’ king, craves com¬ 
position ; 

Nor would we deign him burial of his men 
Till he disbur.sed, at Saint Colme’s Inch, 
Ten thousand dollars to our general use. 

Dun, No more that Thane of Cawdor 
shall deceive 65 

Our bosom interest. Go pronounce his 
present death, 

And with his former title greet Macbeth. 

Ross, ru see it done. 


[Act 1 

Dun, What he hath lost, noble Macbeth 
hath won. [Exeunt, 

Scene III. A blasted heath. 
Thunder, Enter the three Witches. 

1 Witch, Where hast thou been, sister ? 

2 Witch. Killing swine. 

3 Witch. Sister, where thou ? 

1 Witch. A sailor's wife had chestnuts in 

her lap, 

And mounch’d, and mounch’d, and 
^ moiinch’d. 

‘ Give me ’ quoth 1 . 5 

‘ Aroint thee, witch I ’ the rump-fed 
ronyon cries. 

Her husband's to Aleppo gone, master o' 
Ih’ Tiger ; 

But in a sieve I’ll thither sail 
And, like a rat without a tail, 

I’ll do, lil do, and I’ll do. 10 

2 Witch. I'll give thee a wind. 

1 Witch. Th’art kind. 

3 Witch. And I another. 

1 Witch. I myself have all the other; 

And the verv ports they blow', 15 

All the quarters that they know 

1’ th’ shipmaii’s card, 
i’ll drain him dry as hay : 

Sleep shall neither night nor day 

Hang upon his pent-house lid ; 20 

He shall live a man forbid ,* 

Weary sev’nights, nine times nine, 

Shall he dw indle, peak, and pine. 

T hough his bark cannot be lost, 

Yet it shall be tempest-tost. 25 

Look what I have. 

2 Witch. Show me, show me. 

1 Witch. Here 1 have a pilot's thumb, 
Wreck’d as homeward he did come. 

IDrum within. 

3 Witch. A drum, a drum! 30 

Macbeth doth come. 

All. The Weird Sisters, hand in hand, 
Posters of the sea and land, 

Thus do go about, about; 

Thrice to thine, and thrice to mine, 35 
And thrice again, to make up nine. 

Peace ! The charm’s wound up. 

Enter Macbeth and Banquo. 

Mach. So foul and fair a day I have not 
seen. 

Ban. How far is’t call’d to P'orres ? What 
are these, 

So wither’d, and so wild in their attire, 40 
That look not like th’ inhabitants o’ th’ 
earth, 

And yet are on’t ? Live you, or are you 
aught 

That man may question 1 You seem to 
understand me, 

By each at once her choppy finger laying 
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Scene 3] 


Upon her skinny lips. You should be 
women, 45 

And yet your beards forbid me to interpret 
That you arc so. 

Mach, Speak, if you can. What are you ? 

1 Wiich. All hail. Macbeth ! Hail to thee, 

Tnane of Glarnis ! 

2 Wildi. All hail, Macbeth ! Hail to thee. 

Thane of Cawdor! 

3 Witch. All hail, Macbeth, that shall 

be King hereafter ! 

Ban. Good sir, why do you start, and 
seem to fear 

Things that do sound so fair ? I’ tli* name 
of truth, 

Are yc fantastical, or that indeed 
Which outwardly ye show ? My noble 
partner 

You greet with present grace and great 
prediction 55 

Of noble having and of royal hope. 

That he seems rapt withal. To me you 
speak not. 

If you can look into the seeds of time 
And say which grain will grow and which 
will not, 

Speak then to me, who neither beg nor fear 
Your favours nor your hate. 

1 Witch. Hail! 

2 Witch. Hail! 

3 Witch. Hail! 

1 Witch. Lesser than Macbeth, and 

greater. < 

2 Witch. Not so happy, yet much happier. 

3 Witch. Thou shalt get kings, though 

thou be none. 

So, all hail, Macbeth and Banquo 1 

1 Witch. Banquo and Macbeth, all hail! 
Mach. Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell 
me more. 

By SineLs death I know 1 am Thane of 
Glarnis ; 

But how of Cawdor ? The Thane of Cawdor 
lives, 

A prosperous gentleman; and to be King 
Stands not within the prospect of belief, 
No more than to be Cawdor. Say from 
whence 75 

You owe this strange intelligence, or why 
Upon this blasted heath you stop our way 
With such prophetic greeting ? Speak, I 
charge you. [Witches vanish. 

Ban. The earth hath bubbles, as the 
water has, 

And these are of them. Whither are they 
vanish'd ? So 

Mach. Into the air; and what seem’d 
corporal melted 

As breath into the wind. Would they had 
stay’d I 

Ban, Were such things here as we do 
speak about ? 

Or have we eaten on the insane root 
That takes the reason prisoner ? 


Macb, Your children shall be kings. 

Bun. You shall be King. 

Macb. And Thane of Cawdor too ; went 
it not so ? 

Ban. To th' scIGsame tune and words. 
Who's here ? 

Enter Ross and Angus. 

Ross. The King hath happily receiv’d, 
Macbeth, 

The news of thy success ; and when he 
reads 90 

Thy personal venture in the rebels’ tight, 
His wonders and his praises do contend 
Which should be thine or his. Silenc'd with 
that, 

In viewing o'er the rest o’ th’ self*samc day, 
He finds thee in the stout Norweyan ranks, 
Nothing afeard of what thyself didst make, 
Strange images of death. As thick as 
tale 

Came post with post, and every one did 
bear 

Thy praises in his kingdom’s great defence. 
And pour’d them down before him. 

Ang. We are sent 100 

To give thee, from our royal master, 
thanks *, 

Only to herald thee into his sight. 

Not pay thee. 

Ross. And, for an earnest of a greater 
honour. 

Me bade me, from him, call thee Thane of 
Cawdor; 

In which addition, hail, most worthy 
Thane 1 
For it is thine. 

Ban. What, can the devil speak trtic ? 

Ma:b. The Thane of Cawdor lives; why 
do you dress me 
In borrowed robes ? 

Ang. Who was the Thane lives yet; 
But under heavy judgment bears that life 
Which he deserves to lose. Whether he was 
combin'd m 

W’ith those of Norway, or did line the rebel 
With hidden help and vantage, or that 
with both 

He labour'd in his country’s wreck, I know 
not; 

But treasons capital, confess’d and prov’d, 
Have overthrown him. 

Macb. [Aside] Glarnis, and Thane of 
Cawdor! uo 

The greatest is behind.—Thanks for your 
pains. 

[Aside to Banquo] Do you not hope your 
children shall be kings. 

When those that gave the Thane of Cawdor 
to me 

Promis’d no less to them ?• 

Ban. [Aside to MacMfi] That,- trusted 
home, lao 

Might yet enkindle you unto the crown, 
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Besides the Thane of Cawdor. But Tis 
strange ; 

Ani oftentimes to win us to our harm. 
The instruments of darkness tell us truths, 
Win us with honest trirles, to betray's i-3 
In deepest consequence.— 

Cousins, a word, I pray you. 

M:icb. [Aside] Two truths arc told, 
As happy prologues to the swelling act 
Of the imperial theme.—1 thank you, 
gentlemen. 

[Aside] This supernatural soliciting 130 
Cannot be ill; cannnot be good. If ill, 
Why hath it given me earnest of success, 
Commencing in a truth ? 1 am I’hane ol 
Cawdor. 

If good, why do I yield to that suggestion 
Whose horrid image doth unhx my hair J3^ 
And make my seated heart knock at my 
ribs 

Against the use of nature ? Present fears 
Are less than horrible imaginings. 

My thought, whose murder yet is but 
fantastical, 

Shakes so my single state of man 

That function is smother’d in surmise, 140 

And nothing is but what is not. 

Ban. Look how our partner’s rapt. 

Ma:b. [Aside] If chance will have me 
King, why, chance may crown me, 
Without my stir. 

Ban. New honours come upon him, 
Like our strange garments, cleave not to 
their mould 115 

But with the aid of use. 

Mac&. [Asid^J Come what come may, 
Time and the hour runs through the 
roughest day. 

Ban. Worthy Macbeth, we stay upon 
your leisure. 

Macb. Give me your favour. My dull 
brain was wrought 

With things forgotten. Kind gentlemen, 
your pains 150 

Are registTed where every day I turn 
The leaf to read them. Let us toward the 
King. 

[Aside to Ban(juo] Think upon what hath 
chanc'd ; and, at more time, 

The interim having weigh’d it, let us 
speak 151 

Our free hearts each to other. 

Ban. [Aside to Macbeth] Very gladly. 

Mach. [Aside to Banifuo] Till then, 
enough.—Come, friends, [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Forres. The palace. 

Flourish. Enter Duncan, Malcolm, Don- 

ALBAiN, Lennox and Attendants. 

Dun. Is execution done on Cawdor ? Are 
not 

Those in commission yet return'd ^ 

Mai. My liege, 


[Act 1 

They are not yet come back. But 1 have 
spoke 

With one that saw him die ; who did report 
That very franklv he confess’d his treasons, 
Implor’d your Highness’ pardon, and set 
forth 6 

A deep repentance. Nothing in his life 
Became him like the leaving it: he died 
As one that had been studied in his death 
To throw away the dearest thing he ow’d 
As ’twcrc a careless trifle. 

Dun. There's no art 

To find the mind’s construction in the face. 
He was a gentleman on whom 1 built 
An absolute trust. 

Enter Macbeth, Banquo, Ross, and 
Ancus. 

O worthiest cousin ! 
The sin of my ingratitude even now 15 
Was heavy on me. Ihou art so far before 
That swiftest wing of recompense is slow 
To overtake thee. Would thou hadst less 
deserv’d, 

That the proportion both of thanks and 
payment 

Might have been mine! Only I have left to 
say, .’o 

More is thy due than more than all can pay. 

Macb. '1 he service and the loyalty I owe, 
In doing it, pays itself. Your Highness’ 
part 

Is to receive our duties ; and cur duties 
Are to your throne and state children and 
servants, 25 

Which do but what they should by doing 
everything 

Safe toward your love and honour. 

Dun. Welcome hither. 

I have begun to plant thee, and will labour 
To make thcc full of growing. Noble 
Banquo, 

That hast no less deserv’d, nor must be 
known 30 

No less to have done so, let me infold thee 
And hold thee to my heart. 

Ban. There if I grow, 

The harvest is your own. 

Dun. My plenteous joys. 

Wanton in fulness, seek to hide themselves 
In drops of sorrow. Sons, kinsmen, thanes, 
And you whose places are the nearest, 
know 36 

We will establish our estate upon 
Our eldest, Malcclm, whom we name here¬ 
after 

The Prince of Cumberland ; which honour 
must 

Not unaccompanied invest him only, 40 

But signs of nobleness, like stars, shall shine 

On all deservers. From hence to Inverness, 
And bind us further to you. 

Macii. The rest is labour, which is not 
us’d for you. 
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I’ll be myself the harbinger, and make 
joyful 45 

The hearing of iny wife with your approach; 
So, humbly take my leave. 

Dun, My w^orthy Cawdor ! 

M'zcb, [Aside] The Prince of Cumberland 1 
1 hat is a step, 

On which I must fall down, or else o’er-leap, 
For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your 
firts; 50 

Let not light see my black and deep desires. 
The eye wink at the hand ; yet let that be 
Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see. 

[Rxih 

Dun, True, worthy Banquo : he is full so 
valiant; 

And in his commendations I am fed ; 55 

It is a banquet to me. Let’s after him. 
Whose care is gone before to bid us wel¬ 
come. 

It is a peerless kinsman. [Flourish. Exeunt. 

Scene V. Inverness. Macbeth's castle. 
Enter Lady Macbeth, reading a letter. 

Lady M. ‘ They met me in the day of 
success; and I have learn’d by the 
perfect'st report they have more in them 
than mortal knowledge. When I burn’d in 
desire to question them further, they made 
themselves air, into which they vanish'd. 
W'hdes I stood rapt in the wonder of it, 
came missives from the King, who all-hail’d 
me “ Thane of Cawdor ” ; by which title, 
before, these w^eird sisters saluted me, and 
referr’d me to the coming on of time, with 
" Hail, king that shalt be! ” This have 1 
thought good to deliver thee, my dearest 
partner of greatness, that thou mightst not 
lose the dues of rejoicing by being ignorant 
of what greatness is promis’d thee. Lay it 
to thy heart, and farewell.’ 

Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt be 
What thou art promis'd. Yet do I fear thy 
nature; 

It is too full o’ th’ milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way. Thou wouldst 
be great; 15 

Art not without ambition, but without 
The illness should attend it. What thou 
wouldst highly, 

That w'ouldst thou holily; wouldst not 
play false, 

And yet wouldst wrongly win. 

Thou’dst have, great Glamis, that which 
cries 

’ Thus thou must do ’ if thou have it; -o 
And that which rather thou dost fear to do 
Than wishest should be undone. Hie thee 
hither, 

That I may pour my spirits in thine car. 
And chastise with the valour of my tongue 
All that impedes thee from the golden 
round 25 


Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem 
To have thee crown’d withal. 

Enter a Messenger. 

What is your tidings ? 
Mes.s. Tlie King comes here to-night. 
Lady M. Thou’rt mad to say it. 

Is not thy master w'ith him ? who, w^ere't so. 
Would have inform'd for preparation. > 
Mess. So please you, it is true. Our Thane 
is coming. 

One of my fellows had the speed of him. 
Who, almost dead for breath, had scarcely 
more 

Than would make up his message. 

Lady M. Give him tending : 

He brings great news. [Exit Messenger. 

The raven himself is hoarse 55 
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits 
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me 
here; 

And fill me, from the crown to the toe, 
top-full 

Of direst cruelty. Make thick my blood, .10 
Stop up th’ access and passage to remorse, 
I’hat no compunctkui visitings of nature 
Shake my fell purpose nor keep peace 
between 

Th’ effect and it. Come to my woman’s 
breasts, 

And take my milk for gall, you murd’ring 
ministers, 45 

Wherever in your sightless substances 
You w'ait on nature’s mischief. Come, thick 
night. 

And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of 
hell, 

That my keen knife sec not the wound it 
makes. 

Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the 
dark 5^' 

To cry ' Hold, hold 

Enter Macbeth. 

Great Glamis \ Worthy Cawdor ! 
Greater than both, by the all-hail hereafter! 
Thy letters have transported me beyond 
This ignorant present, and I feel now 
The future in the instant. 

Macb. My dearest love, 55 

Duncan comes here to-night. 

Lady M. And when goes hence ? 

Macb. To-morrow—as he purposes. 

Lady M. O, never 

Shall sun that morrow see 1 
Your face, my thane, is as a book where 
men 

May read strange matters. To beguile the 
time, (x* 

Look like the time ; bear welcome in your 
eye. 

Your hand, your tongue; look like th’ 
innocent flower, 
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But b€ the serpent under’t. He that's 
coming 

Must be provided for ; and you shall put 
This night's great business into my dis¬ 
patch ; '5 

Which shall to all our nights and days to 
come 

Give solely sovereign sway and masterdom. 

M jcb. Wc will speak further. 

Lady M. Only look up clear. 

To alter lavour ever is to fear. fv 

Leave all the rest to me. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI. Inverness. Before Macheth^s 
castk. 

Hautboys and torches. Enter Duncan. 

Malcolm, Donalimin, Banquo, Len¬ 
nox, Macduff, Ross, Angus, and 

Attendants. 

Dun. This castle hath a pleasant seat; 
the air 

Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself 
Unto our gentie senses. 

Ban. This guest of summer, 

The temple-haunting martlet, does approve 
By his lov'd mansionry that the heaven’s 
breath .) 

Smells wooingly here ; no jutty, frieze. 
Buttress, nor coign of vantage, but this bird 
Hath made her pendent bed and procrcant 
cradle. 

Where they most breed and haunt, I have 
observ’d 

The air is delicate. 

Enter Lady Macbeth. 

Dun. See, see, our honour’d hostess ! k- 
The love that follows us sometime is our 
trouble. 

Which still we thank as love. Herein 1 teach 
you 

How you shall bid God 'ield us for your 
pains, 

And thank us for your trouble. 

Lady M. All our service 

In every point twice done, and then done 
double, i** 

Were poor and single business to contend 
Against those honours deep and broad 
wherewith 

Your Majesty loads our house ; for those 
of old, 

And the late dignities heap’d up to them. 
We rest your hermits. 

Dun. Where’s the Thane of Cawdor ? 
We cours’d him at the heels and had a 
purpose 21 

To be his purveyor ; but he rides well, 

And his great love, sharp as his spur, hath 
help him 

To his home before us. Fair and noble 
hostess, 24 

We are your guest to-night, 
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Lady M. Your servants ever 

Have theirs, themselves, and what is theirs, 
in compt. 

To make their audit at your Highness' 
pleasure. 

Still to return your own. 

Dun. Give me your hand ; 

Conduct me to mine host. We love him 
highly, 29 

And shall continue our graces towards him. 
By your leave, hostess. (E.xeMW<. 

Scene VII. Ini'erness. Macbeth*s castle. 

Hautboys, torches. Enter a Sewer, and diixrs 
Servants with dishes and serrice mer the 
stage. Then enter Macbeth. 

Mach. If it were done when 'tis done, 
then 'twere well 

It were done quickly. If th’ assassination 
Could trammel up the consequence, and 
catch. 

With his surcease, success ; that but this 
blow 

Might be the bc-all and the end-all here— 5 
But here upon this bank and shoal of lime— 
We’d jump the life to come. But in these 
cases 

Wc still have judgment here, that we but 
teach 

Bloody instructions, which being taught 
return 

To plague th’ inventor. This even-handed 
justice 10 

Commends th' ingredience of our poison'd 
chalice 

To our own lips. He’s here in double trust: 
First, as 1 am his kinsman and his subject— 
Strong both against the deed ; then, as his 
host, 

Who should against his murderer shut the 
door, 15 

Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this 
Duncan 

Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been 
So clear in his great office, that his virtues 
Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongu’d, 
against 

The deep damnation of his taking-off; *0 
And pity, like a naked new-born babe, 
Striding the blast, or heaven’s cherubin 
hors’d 

Upon the sightless couriers of the air. 

Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye, 
That tears shall drown the wind. 1 have 
no spur 25 

To prick the sides of my intent, but only 
Vaulting ambition, which o'er-lcaps itself* 
And fallsS on th* other. 

Enter Lady Macbeth, 

How now! What news ? 
Lady M. He has almost supp'd. Why 
have you left the chamber ? 29 



Scene 7] 

Macft. Hath he ask’d for me ? 

Lady M. Know you not he has ? 

Macb. We will proceed no further in this 
business. 

He hath honour’d me of late ; and I have 
bought 

Golden opinions from all sorts of people, 
Which would be worn now in their newest 
gloss, 

Not cast aside so soon. 

iMily M. Was the hope drunk 35 

Wherein you dress’d yourself ? Hath it 
slept since, 

And wakes it now to look so green and pale 
At what it did so freely ? From this time 
Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard 
To be the same in thine own act and valour 
As thou art in desire ? Woiildst thou have 
that 11 

Which thou esteem’st the ornament of life, 
And live a coward in thine own esteem, 
lotting ’ I dare not ’ wait upon ‘ 1 would 
Like the poor cat i’ th’ adage ? 

Macb. Prithee, peace ; ts 

I dare do all that may become a man ; 
Who dares do more is none. 

Lady M. What beast was’t then 

That made you break this enterprise to me ? 
When you durst do it, then you were a 
man; 

And to be more than w’hat you were, you 
would 5'^ 

Be so much more the man. Nor time nor 
place 

Did then adhere, and yet you would make 
both ; 

They have made themselves, and that their 
fitness now 

Does unmake you. 1 have given suck, and 
know 

How tender ’tis to love the babe that milks 
me— f>s 

I would, while it was smiling in my face. 
Have pluck'd my nipple from his boneless 
gums. 

And dash’d the brains out, had 1 so sworn 
As you have done to this. 

Mttcb. If we should fiiil ? 

Lady M. We fail! 

But screw your courage to the sticking 
place, 

And we’ll not fall. When Duncan is 
asleep— 

Whereto the rather shall his day’s hard 
journey 

Soundly invite him—his two chamberlains 
Will I with wine and wassail so convince 
That memory, the warder of the brain, (^5 
Shall be a fume, and the receipt of reason 
A limbec only. When in swinish sleep 
Their drenched natures lie as in a death, 
What cannot you and 1 perform upon 
Th’ unguarded Duncan 7 what not put 
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His spongy officers, who shall bear the 
guilt 

Of our great quell ? 

Macb. Bring forth men-children only; 
For thy undaunted mettle should compose 
Nothing but males. Will it not be receiv’d. 
When w'e have mark’d with blood those 
sleepy two 75 

Of his own chamber, and us’d their very 
daggers. 

That they have done’t ? 

Lady M. Who dares receive it other, 
As we shall make our griefs and clamour 
roar 

Upon his death ? 

Macb. I am settled, and bend up 

Each corporal agent to this terrible feat, 
Away, and mock the time w ith fairest show; 
False face must hide what the false heait 
doth know. lExeimt, 

'' ACT TWO 

ScKNE I. Inverness. Court of Macbeth's 
castle. 

Enter Banquo, and Fleance with a torch 
before him* 

Ban. How goes the night, boy 7 
l ie. The moon is down ; I have not 
heard the clock. 

Ban. And she goes down at twelve. 

Fie. I take *t, ’tis later, sir. 

Ban, Hold, take my sword. Theie 
husbandry in heaven ; 

Their candles are all out. Take thee that 
too. 5 

A heavy summons lies like lead upon me. 
And yet I would not sleep. Merciful pcweis 
Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that 
nature 

Gives way to in repose! 

Enter Macbeth and a Servant ivilh a torch. 

Give me my sword. 
Who’s there ? jo 

Macb. A friend. 

Ban. What, sir, not yet at rest 7 The 
king’s a-bed. 

He hath been in unusual pleasure, and 
Sent forth great largess to your offices. 

I his diamond he greets your wife withal, j? 
By the name of most kind hostess; and 
shut up 

In measureless content, 

Macb. Being unprepar’d. 

Our will became the servant to defect; 
Which else should free have wrought. 

Ban. All’s well. 

I dreamt last night of the three Weird 
Sisters. ?c 

To you they have show’d some truth. 

Macb. I think not of them ; 

Yet, when we can entreat an hour to serve, 
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We would spend it in some words upon that 
business. 

If you would grant the time. 

Ban, At your kind’st leisure. 

Macb, If you shall cleave to my consent, 
when 'tis, 25 

It shall make honour for you. 

B.in, So I lose none 

In seeking to augment it, but still keep 
My b3Som franchis’d and allegiance clear, 
I shall be counsell'd. 

Mac!?. Good repose the while ! 

Ban. Thanks, sir ; the like to you ! yy 
[Hxeunt Banquo and Fleance. 

Mach. Go bid thy mistress, when my 
drink is ready. 

She strike upon the bell. Get thee to bed. 

(Exii Serianf. 

Is this a dagger which I see before me. 
The handle toward my hand ? Come, let 
me clutch thee. 

I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. 35 
Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible 
To feeling as to sight ? or art thou but 
A dagger of the mind, a false creation. 
Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain ? 
I see thee yet, in form as palpable 40 

As this which now I draw. 

Thou marshaU’st me the way that I was 
going; 

And such an instrument I was to use. 

Mine ey^es are made the fools 0’ th’ other 
senses. 

Or else worth all the rest. I see thee still; 
And on thy blade and dudgeon gouts of 
blood, 4< 

Which was not so before. There’s no such 
thing: 

It is the bloody business which informs 
Thus to mine eyes. Now o'er the one half¬ 
world 

Nature seems dead, and wicked dreams 
abuse 5^’ 

The curtain’d sleep; now w'itchcraft 
celebrates 

Pale Hecate's offerings; and wither’d 
murder, 

Alarum’d by his sentinel, the wolf, 

Whose howl’s his watch, thus with his 
stealthy pace. 

With Tarquin’s ravishing strides, towards 
his design 55 

Moves like a ghost. Thou sure and firm- 
set earth. 

Hear not my steps w^hich way they w^alk, 
for fear 

Thy very stones prate of my whereabout 
And take the present horror from the time, 
Which now suits with it. Whiles I threat, 
he lives; 

Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath 
gives. lA bell rings. 

I go, and it is done ; the bell invites me. 
Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a knell 
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That summons thee to heaven or to hell. 

[Exit. 

Scene II. Inverness. Macbeth*s castle. 
Enter Ladv Macbeth. 

Lady M. That which hath made them 
drunk hath made me bold ; 

What hath quench’d them hath given me 
fire. Hark ! Peace ! 

It was the owl that shriek’d, the fatal bell¬ 
man, 

Which gives the stern’st good-night. He is 
about it. 

The doors are open ; and the surfeited 
grooms 5 

Do mock their charge with snores. I have 
drugg'cl their possets. 

That death and nature do contend about 
them, 

Whether they live or die. 

Aiach. [Wifi]ini Who’s there ! What, ho ! 

Lady M. Alack ! I am afraid they have 
awak’d, 

And 'tis not done. Th’ attempt, and not 
the deed, lo 

Confounds us. Hark ! I laid their daggers 
ready ; 

He could not miss ’em. Had he not 
resembled 

My father as he slept, I had donc’t. 

Enter Macbeth. 

My husband I 

Aiacb. I have done the deed. Didst thou 
not hear a noise ? 

Lady M. I heard the owl scream and the 
crickets cry. 15 

: i 1 not you speak ? 

Mach. When ? 

Lady M. Now. 

Macb. As 1 descended ? 

Lady M. Ay. 

Macb. Hark ! 

Who lies i' th’ second chamber ? 

Lady M. Donalbain. 

Macb. This is a sorry sight. i>o 

I Look in" on his hands. 

Lady M. A foolish thought to say a sorry 
sight. 

Macb. There’s one did laugh in’s sleep, 
and one cried ’ Murder 1 ’ 

That they did wake each other. I stood and 
heard them; 

But they did say their prayers, and 
address'd them 24 

Again to sleep. 

Lady M. Ihere are two lodg'd together. 

Ma:b. One cried ‘God bless us', and 
‘ Amen ’ the other, 

As they had seen me with these hangman's 
hands, 

List'nlng their fear, I could not say 
‘ Amen' 
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When they did say * God bless us! ’ 

Lady M. Consider it not so deeply. 3* 

Much, But wherefore could not I pro- 
nounce ‘ Amen * ? 

I had most need of blessing, and ‘ Amen * 
Stuck in ray throat. 

Lady M. Ihese deeds must not be 
thought 

After these ways: so, it will make us 
mad. 

Mach. Methought I heard a voice cry 
‘ Sleep no more; 3'^ 

>tacbcth does murder sleep '—the innocent 
sleep. 

Sleep that knits up the ravellM slcave of 
care. 

The death of each day’s life, sore labour's 
bath, 

Balm of hurt minds, great nature's second 
course, 39 

Chief nourisher in life’s feast. 

Laly M. What do you mean ? 

Macb. Still it cried ‘ Sleep no more ‘ to 
all the house; 

‘ Glamis hath murder’d sleep ; and there¬ 
fore Cawdor 

Shall sleep no more—Macbeth shall sleep 
no more ’. 

Lady M. Who was it that thus cried ? 
Why, worthy Thane, 

You do unbend your noble strength to 
think i=i 

So brainsickly of things. Go get some 
water 

And wash this filthy witness from your 
hand. 

Why did you bring these daggers from the 
place ? 

'I’hcy must lie there. Go carry them, and 
smear 

The sleepy grooms with blood. 

Mncb. ril go no more : .■)0 

I am afraid to think what i have done; 
Look on’t again I dare not. 

Lady M. Infirm of purpose ! 

Give me the daggers. The sleeping and the 
dead 

Are but as pictures; 'tis the eye of 
childhood S4 

That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed, 

I’ll gild the faces of the grooms withal. 

For it must seem their guilt. 

[Exti. Knocking within, 

Mach. Whence is that knocking ? 

How is’t with me, when every noise appals 
me ? 

What hands are here ? Ha! they pluck 
out mine eyes. 

Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this 
blood 

Clean from my hand ? No ; this my hand 
will rather 

The multitudinous seas incarnadine. 

Making the green one red. 


Re-enter Lady MACUiiTH. 

Lady M. My hands are of your colour; 
but I shame 

To w^ear a heart so white. IKnoclcJ I hear 
a knocking 

At the south entry; retire we to our 
chamber. 

A little water clears us of this deed. 

How easy is it then ! Your constancy 
Hath left you unattended. |fC?2ockJ Hark ! 
more knocking. 

Get on your nightgown, lest occasion call 
us 70 

And show us to be watchers. Be not lost 
So poorlv in your thoughts. 

Macb. T ) know my deed, ’twere best not 
know myself. [Knock. 

V/ake Duncan with thy knocking ! I would 
thou couldst! [Exeunt. 

Scene HI. Inrertiess. Macbeth's castle. 

Knocking within. Enter a Porter. 

Porter, Here’s a knocking indeed! If a 
man were porter of hell-gate, he should 
have old turning the key. [KnockJ Knock, 
knock, knock ! Who's there, i’ th’ name 
of Beelzebub ? Here’s a farmer that haug’d 
himself on th' expectation of plenty. Come 
in time; have napkins enow about you ; 
here you’ll sweat for’t. |Knock] Knock, 
knock! Who’s there, i' th’ other devil's 
name ? Faith, here’s an equivocator, that 
could swear in both the scales against either 
scale ; who committed treason croiigh for 
God's sake, yet could not equivocate to 
heaven. O, come in, equivocator. [Knockl 
Knock, knock, knock ! Who's there ? 
Faith, here’s an English tailor come hither 
for stealing out of a French hose. Ceme in, 
tailor, here you may roast your goose. 
[Knock] Knc>ck, knock : never at quiet I 
What are you ? But this place is too cold 
for hell. I’ll devil-porter it no further. I 
had thought to have let in some of all 
professions that go the primrose way to 
th' everlasting bonfire. [Knock] Anon, 
anon ! [Opens the gatcj 1 pray you remember 
the porter. 

Enter Macduff and Lennox. 

Macd, Was it so late, friend, ere you 
went to bed, that you do lie so late ? rs 
Port. Faith, sir, we were carousing fill 
the second cock ; and drink, sir, is a great 
provoker of three things. 

Mat'd. What three things docs drink 
especially provoke ? 16 

Port, Marry, sir, nose-painting, sleep, and 
urine. Lechery, sir, it provokes and un¬ 
provokes : it provokes the desire, but it 
takes away the performance. Therefore 
much drink may be said to be an eqiiivc- 
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cafcor with lechery : it makes him, and it 
mars him ; it sets him on, and it takes him 
otf; it persuades him, and disheartens 
him ; makes him stand to, and not stand 
to; in conclusion, equivocates him in a 
sleep, and, giving him the lie, leaves him, 
Macd. I believe drink gave thee the lie 
last night, 

Port, That it did, sir, i* the very throat 
on me; but 1 requit„'d him for his lie ; 
and, I think, being too strong for him, 
though he took up my legs sometime, yet 
1 made a shift to cast him. 

Macd. Is thy master stirring ? 

Enter Macbeth, 

Our knocking has awak‘d him ; here he 
comes. 

Ten. Good morrow, noble sir I 
Macb, Good morrow, both ! 

Macd. Is the King stirring, worthy 
Thane ? 

Macb, Not yet. 

Macd. He did command me to call timely 
on him *, 

I have almost slipp’d the hour. 

Macb. I’ll bring you to Iiim. 4? 

Macd. I know tliis is a joyful trouble to 
you ; 

But yet ’tis one. 

Macb. The labour we delight in physics 
pain. 

This is the door. 

Macd. I’ll make so bold to call, 40 

For ’tis my limited service. [Exit Macduff, 
ten. Goes the King hence to-day ? 

Macb. He does : he did appoint so. 

Len. Tlie night has been unruly. Where 
we lay. 

Our chimneys were blown down ; and, as 
they say, 

Lamentings heard i* th’ air, strange screams 
of death. 

And prophesying, with accents terrible, 55 
Of dire combustion and confus’d events 
New hatcii’d to th’ woeful time; the 
obscure bird 

Clamour’d the livelong night. Some say the 
earth 

Was feverous and did shake. 

Macb. 'Twas a rough night. 

Len. My young remembrance cannot 
parallel 
A fellow to it. 

Reenter Macduff. 


Macd. O horror, horror, horror ! Tongue 
nor heart 

Cannot conceive nor name thee. 

Macb. 1 What's the matter ? 


b. I 
Len. f 
Macd. 


Confusion now hath made his 
masterpiece. 

Most sacrilegious murder hath broke ope 
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[Act 2 

The Lord's anointed temple, and stole 
thence 66 

The life o’ th’ building. 

Macb. What is’t you say—the life ? 
Len. Mean you his Majesty ? 

Macd. Approach the chamber, and 
destroy your sight 69 

With a new Gorgon. Do not bid me speak ; 
See, and then speak yourselves. 

[Excujif Macbdh and Lennox. 

Awake, awake ! 
Ring the alarum bell. Murder and treason I 
Banquo and Donalbain ! Malcolm 1 awake ! 
Shake oil this downy sleep, death’s counter¬ 
feit, 74 

And look on death itself. Up, up, and see 
The great doom’s image! Malcolm ! 
Banquo ! 

As from your graves rise up and walk like 
sprites 

To countenance this horror I Ring the bell. 

[Beil 

Enter Lady Macbfth. 

Lady M. What’s the business, 70 

That such a hideous trumpet calls to parley 
The sleepers of the house ? Speak, speak ! 
Macd. O gentle lady, 

‘Tis not for you to hear what I can speak ! 
The repetition in a woman’s car 
Would murder as it fell. 

Enter Banquo. 

O Banquo, Banquo, 
Our royal master’s murder’d! 

Lady M. Woe, alas! Ss 

What, in our house ? 

Ban. Too cruel any where. 

Dear Duff, I prithee contradict thyself. 
And say it is not so. 

Re-enter Macbeth, Lennox, with Ross. 

Macb. Had I but died an hour before this 
chance, 

I had liv'd a blessed time; for, from this 
instant, yo 

There's nothing serious in mortality— 

All is but toys ; renown and grace is dead ; 
The wine of life is drawn, and the mere 
lees 

Is left this vault to brag of. 

Enter Malcolm and Donalbain. 

Don. What is amiss ? 

Macb. You are, and do not know’t, 95 
The spring, the head, the fountain of your 
blood. 

Is stopp'd ; the very source of it is stopp’d. 
Macd, Your royal father’s murder’d. 
Mai. O, by whom ? 

Len. Those of his chamber, as it seem’d^ 
had done’t. 

Their hands and faces were all badg’d with 
blood; 100 
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So were their daggers, which unwip’d we 
found 

Upon their pillows. They star'd and were 
distracted ; 

No man’s life was to be trusted with them. 

Macb. O, yet 1 do repent me of my fury 
That 1 did kill them. 

Mut’d. Wherefore did you so ? 

Macb. Who can be wise, amaz'd, 
temp’rate, and furious, 107 

Loyal and neutral, in a moment ? No man. 
The expedition of my violent love 
Outrun the pauser reason. Here lay 
Duncan, no 

His silver skin lac’d with his golden blood ; 
And his gash’d stabs look’d like a breach 
in nature 

For ruin’s wasteful entrance: there, the 
murderers. 

Steep’d in the colours of their trade, their 
daggers 

Unmannerly breech'd with gore. Who 
could refrain, it5 

That had a heart to love, and in that heart 
Courage to make’s love known ? 

Lady M. Help me hence, ho 1 

Macd. Look to the lady. 

MaL (Aside to Dotialbain] Why do we hold 
our tongues that most may claim 
This argument for ours ? 

Don, [Aside to Malcolm] What should be 
spoken 

Here, where our fate, hid in an augerdiole. 
May rush and seize us ? Let’s away. 

Our tears are not yet brew’d. 

Mai. [Aside to Donalbain] Nor our strong 
sorrow 

Upon the foot of motion. 

Ban, Look to the lady. 

[Lady Macbeth is carried out. 
And when we have our naked frailties hid, 
That suffer in exposure, let us meet, 

And question this most bloody piece of 
work, 

To know it further. Fears and scruples 
shake us. 

In the great hand of God I stand, and 
thence 

A^inst the undivulg’d pretence 1 fight 
Of treasonous malice. 

Macd. And so do 1. 

All. So all. 

Macb. Let’s briefly put on manly readi¬ 
ness 

And meet i’ th’ hall together. 

All. Well contented. 

[Exeunt all but Malcolm and Donalbain. 

Mai, What will you do ? Let’s not con¬ 
sort with them. 

To show an unfelt sorrow is an office 135 
Which the false man does easy. I’ll to 
England. 

Don, To Ireland 1; our separated 
fortune 


Shall keep us both the safer. Whore we are, 
There’s daggers in men's smiles ; the near 
in blood, 139 

The nearer bloody. 

Mai. This murderous shaft that’s shot 
Hath not yet lighted ; and our safest way 
Is to avoid the aim. Therefore to horse ; 
And let us not be dainty of leave-taking, 
But shift away. Iherc’s warrant in that 
theft 144 

W hich steals itself, when there's no mercy 
left. t Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Inverness, Without Macheili's 
castle. 

Enter Ross with an Old Man. 

Old M. Threescore and ten I can remem¬ 
ber well; 

Within the volume of which time I have 
seen 

Hours dreadful and things strange ; but 
this sore night 

Hath trilled former knowings. 

Ross, Ah, good father, 

Thou secst, the heavens, as troubled with 
man’s act, .s 

Threatens his bloody stage. By th' clock 
’tis day, 

And yet dark night strangles the travelling 
lamp. 

Is’t night’s predominance, or the day’s 
shame, 

That darkness does the face of earth en¬ 
tomb, 

When living light should kiss it ? 

Old M. 'Tis unnatural, jo 

F-ven like the deed that’s done. On Tuesday 
last, 

A falcon, tow ’ring in her pride of place, 
W’as by a mousing owl hawk’d at and kill’d. 

Ross. And Duncan’s horses—a thing 
most strange and certain— 
Beautous and swift, the minions of their 
race, 15 

Turn’d wild in nature, broke their stalls, 
flung out. 

Contending ’gainst obedience, as they 
would make 
War with mankind. 

Old M. ”lis said they eat each other, 

Ross. They did so ; to the amazement of 
mine eyes, 19 

That look’d iipon’t. 

Enter Macduff. 

Here comes the good Macduff. 
How goes the world, sir, now ? 

Macd. Why, see you not ? 

Ross. Is't known who did this more than 
bloody deed ? 

Macd, Those that Macbeth hath slain. 

Ross, Alas, the day ! 

What good could they pretend ? 
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Macd. They were suborn'd 

Malcolm and Donalbain, the King's two 
sons, 

Are stol'n away and fled ; which puts upon 
them 

Suspicion of the deed. 

Ross. 'Gainst nature still. 

Thriftless ambition, that wilt ravin up 
Thine own life's means ! Then 'tis most like 
The sovereignty will fall upon Macbeth, n' 
Macd. He is already nam’d, and gone to 
Scone 

To be invested. 

Ross, Where is Duncan's body ? 

Macd. Carried to Colmekill, 

The sacred storehouse of his predecessors 
And guardian of their hones. 

Ross. Will you to Scone ? 35 

M icd. No, cousin, I’!) to Fife. 

Rvss. Well. I will thither 

Macd. W'ell, may you see things well 
done there I Adieu, 

Led our old robes sit easier than our new. 
Ro s. Farewell, father. 

Old M. God’s benison go with you. and 
with those ^ 

That would make good of bad, and friends 
of foes. [Exeunl. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Forres. The palace. 

Enter Banquo. 

Ban, Thou hast it now—King, Cawdor, 
Giamis, all 

As the weird women promis'd ; and 1 fear 
Thou play’d St most foully for’t; yet it was 
said 

It should not stand in thy posterity ; 

But that myself should be the root and 
father 5 

Of many kings. If there come truth from 
them— 

As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches 
shine— 

Why, by the verities on thee made good, 
May they not be my oracles as well 
And set me up in hope ? But, hush, no 
more. 10 

Senuef sounded. Enter Macbeth as Kin^, 
Laoy Macbeth as Queen ; Lennox, 
Ross, Lords, Ladies, and Attendants. 

Mach. Here's our chief guest. 

Lady M. If he had been forgotten, 
It had been as a gap in our great feast, 

And all-thing unbecoming. 

Mach. To-night we hold a solemn supper, 
sir. 

And ril request your presence. , 

Ban, Let your Highness 

Command upon me; to the which my! 
duties I 


Are with a most indissoluble tie 
For ever knit. 

Mflcb. Ride you this afternoon ? 

Ban, Ay, my good lord. 

Mach. We should have else desir'd your 
good advice— 

Which still hath been both grave and 
prosperous— 

(n this day’s council; but we’ll take to¬ 
morrow. 

Is't far you ride ? 

Ban. As far, my lord, as will fill up the 
time 

'Twixt this and supper. Go not my horse 
the better, *5 

I must become a borrower of the night 
For a dark hour or twain. 

Mach. Fail not our feast. 

Ban, My lord, I will not. 

Mach. We hear our bloody cousins are 
bestow’d 29 

In England and in Ireland, not confessing 
Their cruel parricide, filling their hearers 
With strange invention ; but of that to¬ 
morrows 

When therewithal we shall have cause of 
state 

Craving us jointly. Hie you to horse; 
adieu. 

Till you return at night. Goes Flcance with 

you ? 35 

Ban. Ay, my good lord ; our time dees 
call upon's. 

Mach, I wish your horses swift and sure 
of foot, 

And so I do commend you to their backs. 
Farewell. [Exit Banquo. 

Let every man be master of his lime 40 

Till seven at night; to make society 
The sweeter welcome, we will keep ourself 
Till supper-time alone. While then, Cod be 
with you ! 

(Exeunt all but Macbeth and a Servant, 
Sirrah, a word with you. Attend those men 
our pleasure ? 45 

Serv, They are, my lord, without the 
palace gate. 

Mach. Bring them before us. 

[Exit Servant. 

To be thus is nothing, 
But to be safely thus. Our fears in Banquo 
Stick deep ; and in his royalty of nature 
Reigns that which would be fear'd. 'Tis 
much he dares, 30 

And to that dauntless temper of his mind 
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his 
valour 

To act in safety. There is none but he 
Whose being 1 do fear; and under him 
My Genius is rebuk'd, as it is said 55 
Mark Antony's was by Caesar. He chid the 
Sisters 

When first they put the name of King upon 
me. 
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And bade them speak to him; then, 
prophet-like, 

They hail'd him father to a line of kings. 
Upon my head they plac'd a fruitless crown 
And put a barren sceptre in my gripe, ox 
Thence to be wrench'd with an unlineal 
hand, 

No son of mine succeeding. If't be so. 

For Banquo's issue have 1 fil'd my mind ; 
For them the gracious Duncan have I 
murder’d; 05 

Put rancours in the vessel of my peace 
Only for them, and mine eternal jewel 
Given to the common enemy of man 
To make them kings—the seeds of Banquo 
kings ! 

Rather than so, come, Fate, into the list, 7** 
And champion me to th’ utterance ! Who’s 
there ? 

Re-enter Servant and two Murderers. 

Now go to the door and stay there till we 
call. [Exit Servant. 

Was it not yesterday we spoke together ? 

1 Mur. It was, so please your Highness. 

Mach. Well then, now 

Have you consider'd of my speeches ? 

Know 7, 

That it was he, in the times past, which 
held you 

So under fortune ; which you thought had 
been 

Our innocent self. This 1 made good to 
you 

In our last conference, pass’d in probation 
with you, 

How you were borne in hand, how cross'd, 
the instruments, 

Who wrought with them, and all things else 
that might 

To half a soul and to a notion craz’d 
Say ' Thus did Banquo ’. 

1 Mur. You made it known to us. 

Macb. I did so ; and w'ent further, which 
is now t-'t 

Our point of second meeting. Do you find 
Your patience so predominant in your 
nature 

That you can let this go ? Are you so 
gosi^ell’d. 

To pray for this good man and for his i.ssue. 
Whose heavy hand hath bow’d you to the 
grave 

And beggar’d yours for ever ? 

1 Mur. We arc men, my liege. 9« 

Macb. Ay, in the catalogue ye go for men; 
As hounds, and greyhounds, mongrels, 
spaniels, curs, 

Shoughs, water-rugs, and demi-wolves, are 
dept 

All by the name of dogs. The valued file 
Distinguishes the swift, the slow, the 
subtle, 95 

The house-keeper, the hunter, every one 
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According to the gift which bounteous 
nature 

Hath in him clos’d ; whereby he does 
receive 

Particular addition, from the bill 99 

That writes them all alike ; and so of men. 
Now, if you have a station in the file. 

Not i' th' worst rank of manhood, say’t; 
And I w'ill put that business in your bosoms 
Whose execution takes your enemy off, 
Grapples you to the heart and love of us, 
Who wear our health but sickly in his life. 
Which in his death were perfect. 

2 Mur. I am one, my liege, 

Whom the vile blows and buffets of the 
work! 

Hath so incens’d that 1 am reckless what 
I do to spite the world. 

1 Mur. And I another, no 

So weary with disasters, lugg’d with 

fortune, 

That I would set my life on any chance, 

To mend it or be rid on’t. 

Mach. Both of you 

Know Banquo was your enemy. 

Both Mur. True, my lord. 

Macb. So is he mine ; and in such bloody 
distance 115 

That every minute of his being thrusts 
Against my near'st of life ; and though I 
could 

With bare-fac’d power sweep him from my 
sight. 

And bid my will avouch it, yet I must not, 
For certain friends that are both his and 
mine, 1.0 

Whose loves I may not drop, but wail his 
fall 

Who I myself struck dowm. And thence 
it is 

That I to your assistance do make love. 
Masking the business from the common eye 
For sundry weighty reasons. 

2 Mur. We shall, my lord, i.;5 

Perform what you command us. 

1 Mur. Though our lives— 

Macb. Your spirits shine through you. 
Within this hour at most, 

I will advise you where to plant yourselves, 
Acquaint you with the perfect spy o’ th’ 
time, 

The moment on't; for't must be done to¬ 
night, 130 

And something from the palace; always 
thought 

That I require a clearness ; and with him, 
To leave no rubs nor botches in the work, 
Fleance his son, that keeps him company, 
Whose absence is no less material to me 135 
Than is his father’s, must embrace the fate 
Of that dark hour. Resolve yourselves 
apart; 

rU come to you anon. 

Both Mur. We are resolv’d, my lord. 

xoxx 
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Mach, ril call upon you straight; abid< 
within. [Excuni Murderers. 

It is concluded : Banquo» thy soul's fligh 
If it find heaven must find it out to-night 

[Exit 

Scene II. Forres. The palace. 

Enter Lady Macbeth and a Servant. 

Lady M. Is Banquo gone from court ? 

Serv. Ay, madam, but returns again to¬ 
night. 

Lady M. Say to the King 1 would attend 
his leisure 
For a few words. 

Serv. Madam, 1 will. [Exit 

Lady M. Nought’s had, all's spent, 
Where our desire is got without content. : 
Tis safer to be that which vve destroy, 
fhan by destruction dwell in doubtful joy 

Enter Macbeth. 

How now, my lord ! Why do you keep 
alone. 

Of sorriest fancies yourcompanions making. 
Using those thoughts which should indeed 
have died 

With them they think on ? Things without 
all remedy 

Should be without regard. What's done is 
done. 

Mach. We have scotch'd the snake, not 
kill'd it; 

She’ll close, and be herself, whilst our poor 
malice 

Remains in danger of her former tooth, is 
But let the frame of things disjoint, both 
the worlds suffer, 

Ere we will eat our meal in fear and sleep 
In the affliction of these terrible dreams 
That shake us nightly. Better be with the 
dead. 

Whom we, to gain our peace, have sent to 
peace, 

Than on the torture of the mind to lie 
In restless ecstasy. Duncan is in his grave; 
After life’s fitful fever he sleeps well; 
Treason has done his worst; nor steel, nor 
poison, 

Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing, 

Can touch him further. 

Lady M. Come on. 

Gentle my lord, sleek o'er your rugged 
looks; 

Be bright and jovial among your guests 
to-night. 

Macb. So shall I, love; and so, I pray, 
be you. 

Let your remembrance apply to Banquo; 
Present him eminence, both w ith eye and 
tongue— 

Unsafe the while, that we 
Must lave our honours in these flattering 
streams, , 

And make our faces vizards to our hearts, i 
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Disguising what they are. 

Lady M. You must leave this. 

Macb. O, full of scorpions is my mind, 
dear wife 1 sG 

Thou know'st that Banquo, and his 
Fleance, lives. 

Lady M. But in them nature’s copy's not 
eterne. 

Macb. There’s comfort yet; they are 
assailable. 

Then be thou jocund. Ere the bat hath 
flown 4 » 

His cloister'd flight; ere to black Hecate's 
summons 

The shard-borne beetle with his drowsy 
hums 

Hath rung night's yawning peal, there shall 
be done 

A deed of dreadful note. 

Lady M. What's to be done ? 

Macb. Be innocent of the knowledge, 
dearest chuck, 45 

Till thou applaud the deed. Come, seeling 
night, 

Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day, 

And with thy bloody and invisible hand 
Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond 
Which keeps me pale. Light thickens, and 
the crow 50 

xMakes wing to th' rooky wood; 

Good things of day begin to droop and 
drowse, 

Whiles night's black agents to their preys 
do rouse. 

Thou mar veil’st at my words ; but hold 
thee still: 

Ihings bad begun make strong themselves 
by ill. s5 

So, prithee go with me. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Forres. The approaches to the 
palace. 

Enter three Murderers. 

1 Miir. But who did bid thcc join with us? 

3 Mur. Macbeth. 

2 Mitr. He needs not our mistrust, since 

he delivers 

Our officCvS, and what we have to do, 

To the direction just. 

1 Mur. Then stand with us. 

The west yet glimmers with some streaks 

of day; 5 

Now spurs the lated traveller apace 
To gain the timely inn, and near approaches 
The subject of our watch. 

3 Mur. Hark ! 1 hear horses. 

Ban. [Within] Give us a light there, ho! 

2 Mur. Then 'tis he ; the rest 

That are within the note of expectation 10 
Already are i' th' court. 

1 Mur. His horses go about. 

3 Mur. Almost a mile; but he does 

usually, 
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So all men do, from hence to th* palace gate 
Make it their walk. 

Enter Banquo, and Fleance with a torch, 

2 Mur, A light, a light! 

3 Mur, *Tis he, 

1 Mwr. Stand to't. js 

Bun, It will be rain to-night. 

1 Mur. Let it come down. 

IsStabs Banquo, 
Ban, O, treachery ! Fly, good Fleance, 
fly, fly, fly. 

Thou mayst revenge. O slave I *8 

[Dies. Fleance escapes. 
3 Mur, Who did strike out the light ? 

1 Mur. Was't not the way ? 

3 Mur, There’s but one down ; the son 

is fled. 

2 Mur. We have lost 

Best half of our affair. 

1 Mur. Well, let’s away, 

And say how much is done. [Hxeunf. 

Scene IV. Forres. The palace. 

Banquet prepared. Enter Macbeth. Lady 
Macbeth, Ross, Lennox, Lords, and 
Attendants. 

Macb, You know your own degrees, sit 
down. 

At first and last the hearty welcome. 

Lords. Thanks to your Majesty. 

Macb. Our self will mingle with society 
And play the humble host. 

Our hostess keeps her state; but in best 
time 5 

We will require her welcome. 

Lady M. Pronounce it for me, sir, to all 
our friends ; 

For my heart speaks they are welcome. 

Enter First Murderer fo the door, 

Macb. See. they encounter thee with 
their hearts' thanks. 

Both sides are even ; here I'll sit i' th’ 
midst. i<i 

Be large in mirth ; anon we’ll drink a 
measure 

The tabic round. (Going to the door. 

There’s blood upon thy face. 

Mur. 'Tis Banqiio's then. 

Macb, 'Tis better thee without than lie 
within. 14 

Is he despatch’d ? 

Mur. My lord, his throat is cut; 

That I did for him. 

Macb, Thou art the best o’ th’ cut¬ 
throats ; 

Yet he’s good that did the like for Fleance. 
If thou didst it, thou art the nonpareil. 
Mur. Most royal sir—Fleance is ’scap'd. 
Macb, Then comes my fit again. 1 had 
else been perfect, 21 


Whole as the marble, founded as the rock. 
As broad and general as the casing air, 

But now I am cabin’d, cribb’d, confin’d, 
bound in 

To saucy doubts and fears. But Banquo’s 
safe ? 5 

Mur. Ay, my good lord. Safe in a ditch 
he bides, 

With twenty trenched gashes on his head, 
The least a death to nature. 

Macb. Thanks for that. 

There the grown serpent lies ; the worm 
that’s fled £9 

Hath nature that in time will venom breed, 
Ko teeth for th' present. Get tiiee gone; 
to-morrow 

We'll hear, ourselves, again. 

[Fxif Murderer, 

Lady M. My royal lord, 

You do not give the chc^T ; the feast is sold 
That is not often vouch’d, while ’tis 
a-making, 

'Tis given with welcome. To feed were best 
at home: 35 

From thence the sauce to meat is ceremony; 
Meeting were bare without it. 

Enter the Ghost of Banquo and sits in 
Macbeth's place. 

Macb. Sweet remembrancer I 

Now good digestion wait on appetite, 

And health on both I 

Len, May’t please your Highness sit ? 

Macb. Here had we now our country’s 
honour roof’d, 4® 

Were the grac’d person of our Banquo 
present ; 

Who may 1 rather challenge for unkindness 
Than pity for mischance. 

Ross, His absence, sir. 

Lays blame upon his promise. Please 't 
your Highness 

To grace us with your royal company. 4i 

Macb. The table’s full. 

Len. Here is a place reserv’d, sir. 

Macb. Where ? 

Len. Here, my good lord. 

What is’t that moves your Highness ? 

Macb. Which of you have done this ? 

Lords. What, my good lord ? 

Mach. Thou cans! not say I did it; never 
shake 50 

Thy gory locks at me. 

Ross. Gentlemen, rise; his Highness is 
not wdl. 

Lady .M. Sit, worthy friends. My lord is 
often thus. 

And hath been from his youth. Pray you, 
keep seat. 

The fit is momentary ; upon a thought 55 
He will again be well. If much you note 
him, 

You shall offend him and extend his 
passion. 
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Feed, and regard him not.—Are you a man 
Macb. Ay, and a bold one that dare look 
on that 

Which might appal the devil. 

Lady M. O proper stuff \ 6c 

This is the very painting of your fear; 
This is the air-drawn dagger which you said 
Led you to Duncan. O, these flaws and 
starts— 

Impostors to true fear—would well become 
A woman’s story at a winter’s lire, < 
Authoriz’d by her grandam. Shame itself 
Why do you make such faces ? When all’s 
done, 

You look but on a stool. 

Macb, Prithee see there. 

Behold ! look ! lo ! how say you ? 

Why, what care I ? If thou canst nod 
speak too. 7‘ 

If charnel-houses and our graves must send 
Those that we bury back, our monuments 
Shan be the maws of kites. |Exi< Ghost. 
Lady M. What, quite unmann'd in folly? 
Macb. If I stand here, 1 saw him. 

Lady M. Fie, for shame 1 

Macb, Blood hath been shed ere now, i’ 
th’ olden time. 

Ere humane statute purg'd the gentle weal; 
Ay, and since too, murders have been 
perform’d 

Too terrible for the ear. The time has been 
That when the brains were out the man 
would die, 

And there an end ; but now they rise again. 
With twenty mortal murders on their 
crowns. 

And push us from our stools. This is more 
strange 

Than such a murder is. 

Lady M. My worthy lord. 

Your noble friends do lack you. 

Macb. I do forget. 

Do not muse at me, my most worthy 
friends; 

1 have a strange infirmity, which is nothing 
To those that know me. Come, love and 
health to all; 

Then ril sit down. Give me some wine, fill 
full. 

Eyiter Ghost. 

1 drink to the general joy o’ th' whole table. 
And to our dear friend Banquo, whom we 
miss. ijo 

Would he were here I To all, and him, we 
thirst. 

And all to all. 

Lords, Our duties, and the pledge. 
Macb, Avaunt, and quit my sight. Let 
the earth hide thee. 

Thy bones are marrowless, thy blood is cold; 
Thou hast no speculation in those eyes 95 
Which thou dost glare with! 

Lady M. Think of this, good peers, 

XO14 


[Act 3 

But as a thing of custom. ’Tis no other; 
Only it spoils the pleasure of the time. 

Mflcb. What man dare, I dare. 

Approach thou like the rugged Russian 
bear, roo 

The arm’d rhinoceros, or th* Hyrcan tiger ; 
Take any shape but that, and my firm 
nerves 

Shall never tremble. Or be alive again, 
And dare me to the desert with thy sword ; 
If trembling I inhabit, then protest me 105 
The baby of a girl. Hence, horrible shadow ! 
Unreal mock’ry, hence I (Exit Ghost, 

Why, so ; being gone, 
I am a man again. Pray you, sit still. 

Lady M. You have displac'd the mirth, 
broke the good meeting. 

With most admir’d disorder. 

Macb. Can such things be, n > 

And overcome us like a summer’s cloud, 
Without our special wonder ? You make 
me strange 

Even to the disposition that I owe. 

When now 1 think you can behold such 
sights lit 

And keep the natural ruby of your cheeks, 
When mine is blanch’d with fear. 

Ross, What sights, my lord ? 

Lady M. 1 pray you speak not; he 
grows worse and worse; 

Question enrages him. At once, good night. 
Stand not upon the order of your going. 
But go at once. 

Len, Good night; and better health i .^o 
Attend his Majesty! 

Lady M. A kind good night to all I 
[Exeunt Lords and Attendants. 

Macb, It will have blood ; they say blood 
will have blood. 

Stones have been known to move, and trees 
to speak; 

Augurs and understood relations have 
By maggot-pies and choughs and rooks 
brought forth 125 

The secret’st man of blood. What is the 
night ? 

Lady M. Almost at odds with morning, 
which is which. 

Macb. How say’st thou that Macduff 
denies his person 
At our great bidding ? 

Lady M. Did you send to him, sir ? 

Macb. I hear it by the way ; but I will 
send— 130 

There’s not a one of them but in his house 
I keep a servant fee’d—1 will to-morrow. 
And betimes I will to the Weird Sisters; 
More shall they speak ; for now I am bent 
to know 

By the worst means the worst. For mine 
own good 135 

All causes shall give way. I am in blood 
Stepp’d in so far that, should 1 wade no 
more. 



Scene 4] 

Returning were as tedious as go o’er. 
Strange things I have in head that will to 
hand. 

Which must be acted ere they may be 
scanned. ir 

Lady M. You lack the season of all 
natures, sleep. 

Mac!?. Come, we’ll to sleep. My strange 
and self-abuse 

Is the initiate fear that wants hard use. 
We are yet hut young in deed. [Ifxewm. 

Scene V. A heath 

Thunder. Enter the three Witches, meeting 
Hecate. 

1 Wiidi. Why, how now, Hecat 1 You 
look angcrly. 

Hec, Have I not reason, beldams as you 
are. 

Saucy and overbold ? How did you dare 
'I’o trade and traiftc with Macbeth 
In ridwiles and adairs of death ; .*> 

And 1 , the mistress of your charms, 

The close contriver of all harms, 

Was never call’d to bear my part. 

Or show the glory of our art ? 

And, which is worse, all you have done lo 
Hath been but for a wayward son, 

Spiteful and wrathful; who, as others do. 
Loves for his own ends, not for you. 

But make amends now. Get you gone, 
And at the pit of Acheron 
Meet me i’ th’ morning ; thither he 
Will come to know his destiny. 

Your vessels and your spells provide, 

Your charms, and everything beside. 

I am for th’ air ; this night I’ll spend 
Unto a dismal and a fatcl end. 

Great business must be wrought ere noon. 

Upon the corner of the moon 

There hangs a vapTous drop profound ; 

I’ll catch it ere it come to ground ; 

And that, distill’d by magic sleights. 

Shall raise such artificial sprites 
As, by the strength of their illusion, 

Shall draw him on to his confusion. 2*/ 
He shall spurn fate, scorn death, and bear 
His hopes ’bove wisdom, grace, and fear; 
And you all know security 
Is mortals’ chiefest enemy. 

[Music and a song within : 

* Come away, come away, etc.’ 
Hark ! I am call'd ; my little spirit, see, 
Sits in a foggy cloud, and stays for me. 

(£xif. 

1 Witch. Come, let’s make haste ; she’ll 
soon be back again. lExeuuf. 

Scene VI. Forres. The pat ace. 
Enter Lennox and another Lord. 

Lcn. My former speeches have but hit 
your thoughts, 

Which can interpret farther. Only 1 say 
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ihings have been strangely borne. Ihe 
gracious Duncan 

Was pitied of Macbeth. Marry, he was 
dead. 

And the right-valiant Eanquo walk’d too 
late; 5 

Whom, you may say, if't please you, 
Hcance kill’d, 

For Fleance fled. Men must not walk too 
late. 

Who cannot want the thought how 
monstrous 

It was for Malco’m and for Donalhain 
To kill their gra.ioiis father ? Damned 
fact! I o 

How it did grieve Macbeth ! Did he not 
straight. 

In pious race, the two delinquents tear, 

I hat were the slaves of diink and thralls of 
sleep ? 

Was not that nobly done ? Ay, and wi.sely 
too ; 

For'twould have anger’d any heart alive 15 
I'o hear the men dtny’t. So that. T say, 

He has borne all thiiigs well ; and I do 
thiiik 

That had he Duncan's sons under bis key— 
As, an’t please heaxen, he slial) not—they 
should lind 

What 'twcrc to kill a father; so should 
Flcancc. 

But peace ! For from broad words, and 
’cause he fail'd 

His presence at the tyrant's feast, I hear, 
Macduff lives in disgrace. Sir, can you tell 
Where he bestows himself ? 

Lord. 1 he son of Duncan, 

From whom this tyrant holds the due oi 
birth, r? 

Lives in the English court, and is receiv’d 
Of the most pious Edward with such grace 
That the malevolence of torture rot ring 
lakes from his high icspvct : thither 
Macduff 2»; 

Is gone to pray tJie holy King upon his aid 
To wake Northumberland and warlike 
Siw'ard, 

Ihat by the help of rJioc;e—with Him above 
lo ratify the work—we may again 
(iive to our tables meat, sleep to our 
nights, 

Free from our feasts and banquets bloody 
knives, 35 

Do faithful homage and receive free 
honours— 

All which we pine for now. And this report 
Hath so exavspeiate the King that he 
Prepares for some attempt of war. 

Len. Sent he to Macduff ? 

Lord. He did ; and with an absolute 
‘ Sir, not 11 ’ 40 

The cloudy messenger turns me his back 
And hums, as who should say ‘ You’ll rue 
the time 



MACBETH 


That clogs me with this answer 

Len. And tliat well might 

Advise him to a caution t* hold what 
distance 

His wisdom can provide. Some holy angel 
Fly to the court of England and unfold 4 
His message ere he come, that a swift 
blessing 

May soon return to this our suffering 
country 

Under a hand accurs'd! 

Lord. I'll send my prayers with him. 

I Exeunt. 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. A dark cave. In the middle, a 
cauldron boiling* 

Thunder. Enter the three Witches. 

1 Witch. Thrice the brinded cat hath 

mew’d. 

2 Witch. 'I'hrice and once the hedge-pig 

whin’d. 

3 Witch. Harpicr cries ; 'tis time, ’tis 

time. 

1 Witch. Round about the cauldron go ; 
In the poison’d entrails throw. 5 
Toad that under cold stone 

Days and nights has thirty-one 
Sweit'red venom sleeping got 
Boil thou first i’ th’ charmed pot. 

AIL Double, double toil and trouble ; i< 
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 

2 Witch. Fillet of a fenny snake, 

In the cauldron boil and bake ; 

Eye of newt, and toe of frog. 

Wool of bat, and tongue of dog, ^5 
Adder’s fork, and blind-worm’s sting, 
Lizard’s leg, and howlet’s wing— 

For a charm of pow’rful trouble. 

Like a hell-broth boil and bubble. 

AIL Double, double toil and trouble ; 20 
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 

3 Witch. Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf, 
W'itch’s mummy, maw and gulf 

Of the ravin'd salt-sea shark, 

Root of hemlock digg’d i’ th' dark, 25 
Liver of blaspheming Jew, 

Gall of goat, and slips of yew 
Sliver’d in the moon’s eclipse, 

Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s lips, 

Finger of birth-strangled babe 30 
Ditch-deliver’d by a drab— 

Make the gruel thick and slab ; 

Add thereto a tiger's chaudron, 

For th' tngredience of our cauldron. 
AIL Double, double toil and trouble ; 35 
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 

2 Witch. Cool it with a baboon’s blood, 
Then the charm is firm and good. 

Enter Hecate. 

Hec. O, well done! I commend your 
pains; 
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And every one shall share i’ th' gains. 40 
And now about the cauldron sing. 

Like elves and fairies in a ring, 

Enchanting all that you put in. 

[Music and a song: * Black spirits, 
etc.' Exit Hecate. 

2 Witch. By the pricking of my thumbs, 
Something wicked this way comes. 45 
Open, locks, whoever knocks. 

Enter Macbeth. 

Mach. How now, you secret, black, and 
midnight hags! 

What is’t you do ^ 

All. A deed without a name. 

Mach. I conjure you by that which you 
profess— 5.0 

Howe’er you come to know it—answer 
me. 

Though you untie the winds and let tht?m 
fight 

Against the churches ; though the yesty 
waves 

Confound and swallow navigation up ; 
Though bladed corn be lodg’d and trees 
blown down ; 55 

Though castles topple on their warders' 
heads ; 

Though palaces and pyramids do slope 
Their heads to their foundations ; though 
the treasure 

Of nature's germens tumble all together. 
Even till destruction sicken—answer me Oo 
To what I ask you. 

1 Wiic/i. Speak. 

2 Wifcli. Demand. 

3 Witch. We'll answer. 

1 Witch. Say, if thou’dst rather hear it 

from our mouths. 

Or from our masters ? 

Macb. Call ’em ; let me see ’em. 

1 Witch. Pour in sow's blood that hath 
eaten 

Her nine farrow ; grease that’s sweaten 65 
From the murderer's gibbet throw 
Into the flame. 

AIL Come, high or low ; 

Thyself and office deftly show. 

Thunder. First Apparition, an Armed Head. 

Macb. Tell me, thou unknown power— 

1 Witch. He knows thy thought. 

Hear his speech, but say thou nought. 70 

App. Macbeth I Macbeth I Macbeth I 
Beware Macduff; 

Beware the Thane of Fife. Dismiss me. 
Enough. [He descetids. 

Mach. Whate'er thou art, for thy good 
caution, thanks; 

Thou hast harp'd my fear aright. But one 
word more— 

1 Witch. He wUl not be commanded^ 
Here's another, 75 

More potent than the first. 
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Scene 1] 


Thunder, Second Apparition, a Bloody 
Child, 

App, Macbeth ! Macbeth ! Macbeth ! 
Macb. Had I three cars, I’d hear thee. 
App. Be bloody, bold, and resolute; 
laugh to scorn 7'i 

The povvT of man, for none of woman born 
Shall harm Macbeth. [Descends. 

Macb. Then live, Macduff: what need I 
fear of thee ? 

But yet ril make assurance double sure 
And take a bond of fate. Thou shalt not 
live ; 

That I may tell pale-hearted fear it lies, t 
And sleep in spite of thunder. 

Thunder. Third Apparition, a Child 
Cromud, with a tree in his hand. 

What is thi^ 

That rises like the issue of a king. 

And wears upon his baby brow the round 
And top of sovereignty ? 

All. Listen, but speak not to't. 

App. Be lion-mettled, proud, and take no 
care 

Whv) chafes, who frets, or where conspirers 
are ; 

Macbeth shall never vanquish’d be until 
Great Birnam \vood to high Dunsinane Hill 
Shall come against him. [Desmids. 

Macb, That will never be. 

Who can impress the forest, bid the tree :)5 
Unfix his earth-bound root ? Sweet bodc- 
ments, good 1 

Rebellion’s head rise never till the wwd 
Of Birnam rise, and our high-plac’d 
Macbeth 

Shall live the lease of nature, pay his breath 
To time and mortal custom. Yet iny heart 
Throbs to know one thing; tell me, if 
your art 

Can tell so much—shall Banquo’s issue ever 
Reign in this kingdom ? 

All. Seek to know no more. 

Macb. I will be satisfied. Deny me this, 
And an eternal curse fall on you ! Let me 
know. 

Why sinks that cauldron, and what noise 
is this ? [Hautboys. 

1 Witch, Show ! 

2 Witch, Show ! 

3 Witch. Show! 

All, Show his eyes, and grieve his heart; 
Come like shadows, so depart I m 

A Show of eight Kings, and Banquo last; 
the last king with a glass in his hand, 

Macb, Thou art too like the spirit of 
Banquo; down ! 

Thy crown does sear mine eye-balls. And 
thy hair, 

Thou other gold-bound brow, is like the' 
first. I 


A third is like the former. Filthy hags 1 115 
Why do you show me this ? A fourth ? 
Start, eyes. 

What, will the line stretch out to th’ crack 
of doom ? 

Another yet ? A seventh ? I’ll see no more. 
And yet the eighth appears, who bears a 
glass 

W’hich shows me many more ; and some I 
see j ::o 

That twofold balls and treble sceptres carry. 
Horrible sight! Now I see ’tis true ; 

For the blood-boltcr’d Banquo smiles upon 
me, 

And points at them for his. [The show 
vanishes] What I is this so ? 

1 Witch. Ay, sir, all this is so. But why 
Stands Macbeth thus amacedly ? x/o 

Come, sisters, cheer we up his sprites, 

And show the best of our delights ; 

I’ll charm the air to give a sound. 

While you perform your antic round ; 130 
That this great king may kindly say, 

Our duties did his welcome pay. 

Music. The Witches dance, and vanish, 

Macb, Where are they ? Gone ? Let tliis 
pernicious hour 

Stand aye accursed in the calendar. 

Come in, without there. 

Enter Lennox. 

ten. What’s your Grace’s will ? J35 

Macb. Saw you the Weird Sisters ? 

Leu. No, my lord. 

Macb. Came they not by you ? 

hen. No, indeed, my lord. 

Macb. Infected be the air whereon they 
ride ; 

And damn’d all those that trust them! I 
did hear i3<> 

The galloping of horse. Who was’t came by ? 

hen. ’Tis two or three, my lord, that 
bring you word 
Macduff is fled to England. 

Macb. Fled to England ! 

Len, Ay, my good lord. 

Macb. [A.side] lime, thou anticipat’st 
my dread exploits. 

The flighty purpose never fs o’ertook 145 
Unless the deed go with it. From this 
moment 

The very firstlings of my heart shall be 
The firstlings of my hand. And oven now. 
To crown my thoughts with acts, be it 
thought and done: 

The castle of Macduff I will surprise, 1^0 
Seize upon Fife, give to the edge o’ th’ 
sword 

His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate 
souls 

That trace him in his line. No boasting like 
a fool: 

This deed I'll do before this purpose cool. 

toxj 
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But no more sights !—Where are these 
gentlemen ? 135 

Come, bring me where they are. (ExeMiii. 

Scene 11. Fife. Macdiifps castle. 
Enter Lady Macduff, her Son, and Ross. 

Lady Macd. What had he done to make 
him fly the land ? 

Ross. You must have patience, madam. 

L. Macd. He hid none : 

His flight w^as madness. When our actions 
do not, 

Our fears do make us traitors. 

Ross. You know not 

Whether it was his wisdom or his fear. 3 

L. Macd. Wisdom ! To leave his wife, to 
leave his babes, 

His mansion, and his titles, in a place 
From whence himself does fly ? He loves 
us not; 

He wants the natural touch ; for the poor 
wren. 

The most diminutive of birds, will fight, 10 
Her young ones in her nest, against the 
owl. 

All is the fear, and nothing is the love ; 

As little is the wisdom, where the flight 
So runs against all reason. 

Ross. My dearest coz, 

1 pray you, school yourself. But, for your 
husband, 13 

He is noble, wise, judicious, and best knows 
The fits o’ th' season. I dare not speak 
much further; 

But cruel are the times, when we arc 
traitors 

And do not Know our.selves ; wdien we hold 
rumour 

From what we fear, yet know not what we 
fear, :o 

But float upon a wild and violent sea 
Each way and none I take my leave of 
you ; 

Shall not be long but I'll be here again. 
Things at the worst will cease, or else climb 
upward 

To what they were before.—My pretty 

cousin, .’5 

Blessing upon you I 

L. Macd. Father'd he is, and yet he’s 
fatherless. 

Ross. 1 am so much a fool, should 1 stay 
longer, 

It would be my disgrace and your dis¬ 
comfort. 

I take my leave at once. fExif. 

L. Macd. Sirrah, your father's dead ; 

And whit will you do now ? How will you 
live ? 3» 

Son. As birds do, mother. 

L. Macd. What, with worms and flies ? 

Son. With what 1 get, 1 mean; and so do 
they. 
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L. Mat'd. Poor bird ! thou’dst never fear 
the net nor lime. 

The pitfall nor the gin. 33 

Son. Why should I, mother ? Poor birds 
they are not set for. 

My father is not dead, for all your saying. 
L. Macd. Yes, he is dead. How wilt thou 
do for a father ? 

Son. Nay, how will you do for a husband? 
L. Macd. Why, 1 can buy me twenty at 
any market. 

Son. Then you’ll buy ’em to sell again. 41 
L. Macd. Thou speak'st with all thy wit ; 
and yet, i’ faith, 

With wit enough for thee. 

Son. Was my father a traitor, mother ? 

L. Macd. Ay, that he was. 45 

Son. What is a traitor ? 

L. Macd. Why, one that swears and lies. 
Son. And be all traitors that do so ? 

L. Macd. Every one that does so is a 
traitor, and must be hang'd. 50 

Son. And must they all be hang'd that 
swear and lie ? 

L. Macd. Every one. 

Son. Who must hang them ? 

L. Macd. Why, the honest men. 54 
Son. Then the liars and swearers are 
fools ; for there are liars and swearers enow 
to beat the honest men and hang up them. 

L. Macd. Now, God help thee, poor 
monkcv I But how wilt thou do lor a 
father ? 30 

Son. If he were dead, you’d weep for him; 
f you would not, it were a good sign that I 
ihould quickly have a new hither. 

L. Macd. Poor prattler, how thou talk’st I 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Bless you, fair dame 1 I am not to 
you known. 

Though in yourstate of honour 1 am perfect. 

I doubt some danger does approach you 
nearly. 06 

If you will take a homely man’s advice, 

Be not found here ; hence, with your little 
ones. 

Vo fright you thus, methinks, I am too 
savage ; 

To do worse to you were fell cruelty, 70 

Which is too nigh your person. Heaven 

preserve you! 

[ dare abide no longer. I Exit. 

L, Macd. Whither should 1 fly ? 

: have done no harm. But I remember now 
! am in this earthly world, where to do 
harm 

s often laudable, to do good sometime 75 
Accounted dangerous folly. Why then, alas, 
Oo I put up that womanly defence 
To say I have done no harm ? 

Ewfer Murderers, 

What are these faces ? 


1018 
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Scene 2] 

1 Mitr. Where is your husband ? 

L. Macd, 1 hope, in no place so un¬ 
sanctified fo 

Where such as thou mayst find him. 

1 M?cr. He's a traitor. 

Son. Thou licst, thou sha,"-ear’d villain. 

1 Mur. What, you egg ? [Slabbing him. 
Young fry of treachery ! 

Son. He has kill'd me, mother. 

Run away, I pray you. [Dies. 

[Extl Lady Macduff, crying ‘Murder! ’ 

Scene III. England. Before King Edward's 
palace. 

Enter Malcolm and Macduff. 

Mai. Let us seek out some desolate 
shade, and there 
Weep our sad bosoms empty. 

Macd. Let us rather 

Hold fast the mortal sword, and like good 
men 

Bestride our down-fall'n birthdom. Each 
new morn 

New widows howl, new orphans cry ; new 
sorrows 5 

Strike heaven on the face, that it resounds 
As if it felt with Scotland and yell’d out 
Like syllable of dolour, 

Mai What 1 believe. I’ll wail; 

What know, believe; and what 1 can 
redress. 

As I shall find the time to friend, 1 will, lo 
W'hat you have spoke, it may be so per¬ 
chance. 

This tyrant, whose sole name blisters cur 
tongues. 

Was once thought honest; you have lov’d 
him well; 

He hath not touch’d you yet. I am young ; 
but something 

You may deserve of him through me ; and 
wisdom 15 

To offer up a weak, poor, innocent Iamb 
T' appease an angry god. 

Macd. I am not treacherous. 

Mai But Macbeth is. 

A good and virtuous nature may recoil 
In an imperial charge. But I shall crave 
your pardon ; 2 <> 

That which you are, my thoughts cannot 
transpose; 

Angels arc bright still, though the brightest 
fell. 

Though all things foul would wear the brows 
of grace, 

Yet grace must still look so. 

Macd. I have lost my hopes. 

Mai. Perchance even there where I did 
find my doubts. -5 

Why in that rawness left you wife and 
child, 

Those precious motives, those strong knots 
of love, 


Withoi t leave-takirg ? I pray you, 

Let not my jealousies be your dishorours, 
But mine own safeties. You may be rightly 
just, 30 

Whatever 1 shall think. 

Macd. Bleed, bleed, poor country. 

Great tyranny, lay thou thy basis sure. 

For goodness dare not check thee. Wear 
thou thy wTongs, 

The title is affeer'd. Fare thee wtII, lord. 
I would not be the villain that thou think'; t 
For the whole space that’s in the tyrant’s 
grasp s(> 

And the rich East to boot. 

Mai Be not offended. 

1 speak not as in absolute fear of you. 

I think our country sinks beneath the yoke ; 
It weeps, it bleeds ; and each new day a 
gash io 

Is added to her wounds. I think wuthal 
1 here w ould be hands uplifted in my right ; 
And here, from gracious England, have 1 
offer 

Of goodly thousands. But, for all this, 
When 1 shall tread upon the tyriint’s head. 
Or w'car it on my sword, yet my poor 
country 4 f' 

Shall have more vices than it had before ; 
More suffer, and more sundry ways than 
ever, 

By him that shall succeed. 

Macd. W'hat should he be ? 

Mai. It is myself I mean ; in whom I 
know 50 

All the particulars of vice so grafted 
That, when they shall be open'd, black 
Macbeth 

Will seem as pure as snow ; and the poor 
state 

Esteem him as a lamb, being compar’d 
With my conlincless harms. 

Macd. Not in the legions 55 

Of horrid hell can come a devil more 
damn’d 

In evils to top Macbeth. 

Mai I grant him bloody. 

Luxurious, avaricious, false, deceitful, 
Sudden, malicious, smacking of evciy sin 
lhat has a name ; but there’s no bottom, 
none, < o 

In my voluptuousness. Your wives, your 
daughters. 

Your matrons, and your xiaids, could not 
fill up 

The cistern of my lust; and my desire 
All continent impediments would o’erbear 
That did oppose my will. Better Macbeth 
Than such an one to reign. 

Macd. Boundless intemperance 

In nature is a tyranny ; it hath been 67 
Th' untimely emptying of the happy throne 
And fall of many kings. But fear not yet 
To take upon you w'hat is yours. Ycu may 
Convey your pleasures in a spacious plenty, 
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And yet seem cold, the time you may so 
hoodwink. 

We have willing dames enough ; there 
cannot be 

That vulture in you to devour so many 
As will to greatness dedicate themselves, 7 
Finding it so inclin'd. 

Mai. With this there grow: 

In my most ill-compos’d affection such 
A stanchless avarice that, were I King, 

I should cut off the nobles for their 
lands, 

Desire his jewels, and this other’s house ; 
And my more-having would be as a sauce 
To make me hunger more, that 1 should 
forge 

Quarrels unjust against the good and loyal. 
Destroying them for wealth. 

Macd. This avarice 

Sticks deeper, grows with more pernicious 
root 

Than summer-seeming lust; and it hath 
been 

The sword of our slain kings. Yet do not 
fear ; 

Scotland hath foisons to fill up your will 
Of your mere own. All these are portable, 
With other graces weigh’d. 

MaL But I have none. The king- 
becoming graces, 

As justice, verity, teinp’rance, stableness. 
Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness, 
Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude, 

I have no relish of them ; but abotmd 95 
In the division of each several crime. 
Acting it many w'ays. Nay, had 1 pow’r, I 
should 

Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell. 
Uproar the universal peace, confound 
All unity on earth, 

Macd. O Scotland, Scotland! 

Mol. If such a one be fit to govern, speak, 

I am as I have spoken. 

Macd. Fit to govern ! 

No, not to live 1 O nation miserable. 

With an untitled tyrant bloody-sccpt'red. 
When Shalt thou see thy wholesome days 
again, jos 

Since that the truest issue of thy throne 
By his ow-n interdiction stands accurs’d 
And does blaspheme his breed ? Thy royal 
father 

Was a most sainted king; the queen that 
bore thee, 

Oft’ner upon her knees than on her feet, xio 
Died every day she liv'd. Fare thee well I 
These evils thou rcfwat'st upon thyself 
Math banish’d me from Scotland. O my 
breast, 

Thy hope ends here ! 

Mai. Macduff, this noble passion, 

Child of integrity, hath from my soul us 
Wip'd the black scruples, reconcil’d my 
thoughts 


[Act 4 

To thy good truth and honour. Devilish 
Macbeth 

By many of these trains hath sought to win 
me 

Into his power ; and modest wisdom plucks 
me X19 

From over-credulous haste. But God above 
Deal between thee and me; for even now 
I put myself to thy direction, and 
Unspeak mine own detraction, here abjure 
The taints and blames 1 laid upon myself 
For strangers to my nature. 1 am yet 125 
Unknown to woman, never was forsworn, 
Scarcely have coveted what was mine own. 
At no time broke my faith, would not be¬ 
tray 

The devil to his fellow, and delight 
No less in truth than life. My first false 
speaking 130 

Was this upon myself. What I am truly 
Is thine and my poor country’s to com¬ 
mand : 

Whither indeed, before thy here-approach. 
Old Siward with ten thousand warlike men 
Already at a point was setting forth. X35 
Now' we’ll together ; and the chance of 
goodness 

Be like our w'arranted quarrel! Why are 
you silent ? 

Macd. Such welcome and unwelcome 
things at once 
Tis hard to reconcile. 

Enter a Doctor. 

Mai. Well; more anon. Comes the King 
forth, I pray you ? 140 

Doct. Ay, sir. There are a crew' of 
wretched souls 

That stay his cure. Their malady convinces 
The great assay of art; but at his touch, 
Such sanctity hath heaven given his hand, 
They presently amend. 

Mai. I thank you, doctor. fExII Doctor. 
Macd. What’s the disease he means ? 
Mai. ’Tis called the evil; 

A most miraculous work in this good king ; 
Which often since my here-remain in 
England 

I have seen him do. How he solicits heaven. 
Himself best knows; but strangely-visited 
people, ISO 

All swoln and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye, 
The mere despair of surgery, he cures. 
Hanging a golden stamp about their necks. 
Put on with holy prayers ; and 'tis spoken, 
To the succeeding royalty he leaves 755 
The healing benediction. With this strange 
virtue, 

He hath a heavenly gift of prophecy ; 

And sundry blessings hang about his throne 
That speak him full of grace. 

Enter Ross. 

Macd. See, who comes here 7 
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MaL My countryman ; but yet I know 
him not. 1^0 

Macd. My ever gentle cousin> welcome 
hither. 

Mai. I know him now. Good God 
betimes remove 

The means that makes us strangers I 

Ross. Sir, amen. 

Macd. Stands Scotland where it did ? 

Ross. Alas, poor country. 

Almost afraid to know itself! It cannot 
Be call’d our mother, but our grave ; where 
nothing. 

But who knows nothing, is once seen to 
smile; 

Where sighs, and groans, and shrieks, that 
rent the air, 

Are made, not mark'd; where violent 
sorrow seems 

A modern ecstasy ; the dead man's knell 
Is there scarce ask’d for who; and good 
men’s lives 

Expire before the flowers in their caps, 
Dying or ere they sicken. 

Macd. O, relation 

Too nice, and yet too true ! 

Mai. What’s the newest grief ? 

Ross. That of an hour’s age doth hiss the 
speaker: J7s 

Each minute teems a new one. 

Macd. How does my wife ? 

Ross. Why, well. 

Macd. And all my children ? 

Ross. Well too. 

Macd. 7 'he tyrant has not batter’d at 
their peace ? 

Ross. No : they were w'ell at peace when 
I did leave ’em. 

Macd. Be not a niggard of your speech. 
How goes't ? iSo 

Ross. When I came hither to transport 
the tidings, 

Which I have heavily borne, there ran a 
rumour 

Of many worthy fellows that were out; 
Which was to my belief witness’d the 
rather 

For that I saw the tyrant’s power afoot, i: s 
Now is the time of help; your eye in 
Scotland 

Would create soldiers, make our women 
fight, 

To doff their dire distresses. 

Mai. Be’t their comfort 

We are coming thither. Gracious England 
hath 

Lent us good Siward and ten thousand 
men— J'jo 

An older and a better soldier none 
That Christendom gives out. 

Ross. Would I could answer 

This cciufort with the like! But 1 have 
words 

Tliat would be howl’d out in the desert air. 
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Where hearing should not latch them. 

Macd. What concern they 7 

The genera! cause, or is it a fee-grief 196 
Due to some single breast ? 

Ross. No mind that's honest 

But in it shares some woe, though the main 
part 

Pertains to you alone. 

Macd. If it be mine, 

Keep it not from me; ciuickly let me 
have It. ::oo 

Ross. Let not your ears despise my 
tongue for ever, 

Which shall possess them w ith the heaviest 
sound 

That ever yet they heard. 

Macd. Humh ! I guess at it. 

Ross, Your castle is surpris’d ; your wife 
and babes 

Savagely slaughter'd. To relate the 
manner, -os 

Were, on the quarry of these murder’d deer, 
To add the death of you. 

Mai. Merciful heaven ! 

What, man ! Ne’er pull your hat upon your 
brows ; 

Give sorrow wordsS. 1 he grief that docs not 
speak 

Whispers the o'erfraught heart and bids it 
break. 

Macd. My children too 7 

Ross. Wife, children, servants, all 

That could be ft>und. 

Macd. And 1 must be from thence I 
My wife kill’d too ? 

Ross. I have said. 

Mai. Be comforted. 

Let's make us med’eines of our great 
revenge 

To cure this deadly grief. -15 

Macd. He has no children. All my pretty 
ones ? 

Did you say all ? O hell-kite ! All ? 

What, all my pretty chickens and their dam 
At one fell swoop ? 

Mai. Dispute it like a man. 

Macd. 1 shall do so ; 2-0 

But 1 must also feel it as a man. 

I cannot but remember such things were 
That were most precious to me. Did heaven 
look on. 

And would not take their part ? Sinful 
Macduff, 

They were all struck for thee—nought that 
I am; ^1-5 

Not for their own demerits, but for mine, 
Fell slaughter on their souls. Heaven rest 
them now ! 

Mai. Be this the whetstone of your 
sword. Let grief 

Convert to anger; blunt not the heart, 
enrage it. 

Macd. O, I could play the woman with 
mine eyes 230 
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And braggart with my tongue! But, gentle 
heavens, 

Cut short all intermission; front to 
front 

Bring thou this fiend of Scotland and my¬ 
self ; 

Within my sword's length set him ; if he 
scape, 

Heaven forgive him too ! 

MaU This tune goes manly, 

Come, go w'e to the King. Our power is 
ready ; 

Our lack is nothing but our leave. Macbeth 
Is ripe for shaking, and the powTs above 
Pat on their instruments. Receive what 
cheer you may ; 

The night is long that never finds the day. 

[JExeurti. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Dtmsinane, Macbeth’s castle. 

Enter a Doctor of Physic and a Waiting- 
Gentlewoman. 

Doct, I have two nights watch'd witli 
you, but can perceive no truth in yoiu 
report. When was it she last walk’d ? 

Gent, Since his Majesty went into the 
field, I have seen her rise from her bed, 
throw her nightgown upon her, unlock hei 
closet, take forth paper, fold it, write 
upoii’t, read it, afterwards seal it, and again 
return to bed ; yet all this while in a most 
fast sleep. ^ 

Dnrt. A great perturbation in nature, to 
receive at once the benefit of sleep a"d do 
the effects of watching I In this slurnb’ry 
agitation, besides her walking and other 
actual performances, what, at any time, 
have you heard her say ? i, 

Gent, That, sir, which I will not report 
after her. 

Doct, You may to me; and 'tis most 
meet you should. 

Gent. Neither to you nor any one, having 
no witness to confirm my speech. 

Enter Lady Macbeth, with a taper, 

Lo you, here she conies! This is her very 
guise; and, upon my life, fast asleep. 
Observe her ; stand close. 

Doct. How came she by that light ? 
Gent. Why, it stood by her. She has light 
by her continually ; 'tis he^ command. 
Doct, You see her eyes are open. 

Gent, Ay, but their sense is shut. 

Doct, What is it she does now ? Look 
how she rubs her hands. 2<> 

Gent, It is an accustomed action with her, 
to seem thus washing her hands; I have 
known ner continue in this a quarter of an 
hour. 

Lady M. Yet here's a spot. 3® 

Doct, Hark, she speaks. 1 will set down I 

xozz 


[Act 5 

what comes from her, to satisfy my remem¬ 
brance the more strongly. 

Lady M. Out, damned spot ! out, I say I 
One. two ; why then 'tis time to do't. 
Hell is murky. Fie, my lord, fic! a 
soldier, and afeard ? What need we fear 
who know’s it, when none can call our 
pow’r to account ? Yet who would have 
thought the old man to have had so much 
blood in him ? 

Doct, Do you mark that ? 39 

Lady M, The Thane of Fife had a wife ; 
where is she now ? What, will these hands 
ne’er be clean ? No more o' that, my lord, 
no more o' that; you mar all with this 
starting. 

Doct, Go to, go to; you have known 
what you should not. 45 

GVnf. She has spoke what she should not, 
I am sure of that. Heaven knows what she 
has known. 

Lady M. Here's the smell of the blood 
still. All the perfumes of Arabia will not 
sweeten this little hand. Oh, oh. oh ! 50 

Doct. What a sigh is there 1 The heart 
is sorely charg’d. 

G:?nf. I would not have such a heart in 
my bosom for the dignity of the whole 
body. 

Doct. Well, well, well. 55 

Gent, Pray God it be, sir. 

Doct. This disease is beyond my practice. 
Yet I have known those which have walk'd 
in their sleep who have died holily in their 
beds. 59 

Lady M. Wash your hands, put on your 
nightgown, look not so pale. I tell you yet 
again, Banquo's buried ; he cannot come 
out on's grave, 

Doct, Even so ? 63 

Lady M. I'o bed, to bed ; there’s knock¬ 
ing at the gate. Come, come, come, come, 
give me your hand. What's done cannot be 
undone. To bed, to bed, to bed. [Exif. 
Doct, Will she go now to bed ? 

Gent, Directly. 

Doct, Foul whisp'rings are abroad. Un¬ 
natural deeds 

Do breed unnatural troubles; infected 
minds 70 

To their deaf pillows will discharge their 
secrets. 

More needs she the divine than the 
physician. 

God, God forgive us all. Look after her ; 
Remove from her the means of all annoy¬ 
ance, 

And still keep eyes upon her. So, good 
night. 75 

My mind she has mated, and amaz'd my 
sight. 

I think, but dare not speak. 

Genf. Good night, good doctor. 

[Exeunt. 
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Scene II. The country near Dunsinane. 
Drum and colours. Enter Menteith, 
Caithness, Angus, Lennox, and Sc>)diers. 

Ment. I’hc English pow’r is near, led on 
by Malcolm, 

His uncle SiwarJ, and the good MacdulL 
Revenges burn in them ; for their dear 
causes 

Would to the bleeding and the grim alarm 
Excite the mortiiied man. 

Ang. Near Birnam wood 

Shall we well meet them ; that way are 
they coming. < 

Caith. Who knows if Donalbain be with 
his brotiicr ? 

Len, For certain, sir, he is not: 1 have 
a file 

Of all the gentry. There is Siward’s son. 
And many unrough youths that even now 
Protest their first of manhood. 

Ment, What docs the tyrant ? 

Cailli, Great Dunsinane he strongly 
fortifies. 12 

Some say he’s mad ; others, that lesser 
hate him. 

Do call it valiant fury ; but for certain 
He cannot buckle his distemper’d cau c 15 
Within the belt of rule. 

Ang. Now docs he feel 

His secret murders sticking on his hands ; 
Now minutely revolts upbraid his faith- 
breach ; 

Those he commands move only in com¬ 
mand, 19 

Nothing in love. Now does he feci his title 
Hang loose about him, like a giant’s robe 
Upon a dwarfish thiet. 

Ment. Who then shall blame 

His pester’d >enses to recoil and start. 
When all that is within him does condemn 
Itself for being there ? 

Caith. Well, march wc on -5 

To give obedience where ’tis truly ow'd. 
Meet we the mod'cine of the sickly weal; 
And with him pour we in our country’s 
purge 

Each drv)p of us. 

Len. Or so much as it needs 

To dew the sovereign flower and drown the 
weeds. 30 

Make we our march towards Birnam. 

[Exeunt, marching. 

Scene III. Dunsinane. Macbeth’s castle. 
Enter Macbeth, Doctor, and Attendants. 
Macb. Bring me no more reports ; let 
them fly all. 

Till Birnam wood remove to Dunsinane 
I cannot taint with fear. What's the boy; 

Malcolm ? ! 

Was he not born of woman ? The spirits I 
that know 


All mortal consequences have pronounc’d 
me thus: 5 

‘ Fear not, Macbeth; no man that’s bom 
of woman 

Shall e’er have power upon thee *. Then fly, 
false thanes, 

And mingle with the English epicures. 

1 he mind I sway by and the heart I bear 
Shall never sag with doubt nor shake with 
fear. 10 

Enter Servant. 

The devil damn thee black, thou cream- 
fac’d loon! 

Where got’st thou that goose look ? 

Serv. There is ten thousand— 

Mach. Geese, villain ? 

Serv. Soldiers, sir. 

Macb. Go, prick thy face, and over-red 
thy fear. 

Thou lily-liver’d boy. What soldiers, 
patch ? 15 

Death of thy soul I Those linen cheeks of 
thine 

Are counsellors to fear. What soldiers, 
w hey-face ? 

Serp. The English force, so please you. 

Macb. l ake thy face hence. |£xfi SerpanU 
Seyton !— I am sick at heart, 
W’hen 1 behold—Seyton, I say !—This push 
Will cheer me ever, or disseat me now. 21 
1 have liv’d long enough. My way of life 
1 $ fall'n into the sear, the yellow leaf ; 

And that which should accompany old age, 
As honour, love, obedience, troops of 
friends, 25 

1 must not look to have; but, in their stead. 
Curses not loud but deep, mouth-honour, 
breath, 

Which the poor heart would fain deny, and 
dare not. 

S?yton I 

Enter Seyton. 

Sey. What ’s your gracious pleasure ? 

A 4 acb. What news more ? 

Sey. All is confirm’d, my lord, which was 
reported. 31 

Macb. riJ fight till from my bones my 
flesh be hack'd. 

Give me my armour. 

Sey. 'Tis not needed yet. 

Macb. I’ll put it on. 

Send out moe horses, skirr the country 
round; 35 

Hang those that talk of fear. Give me mine 
armour. 

How does your patient, doctor ? 

DocL Not so sick, my lord, 

As she is troubled with thick-coming 
fancies sfi 

That keep her from her rest. 

Macb. Cure her of that. 

Canst thou not minister to a mind diseas’d, 
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Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow. 
Raze out the written troubles of the 
brain. 

And with some sweet oblivious antidote 
Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of that perilous 
stuff 

Which weighs upon the heart ? 

DocL Therein the patient 45 

Must minister to himself. 

Macb. Throw physic to the dogs—I'll 
none of it. 

Come, put mine armour on ; give me my 
staff. 

8 eytOQ, send out. Doctor, the thanes fly 
from me. 

Come, sir, dispatch. If thou couldst, 
doctor, cast 50 

The water of my land, find her disease, 

And purge it to a sound and pristine health, 
1 would applaud thee to the very echo. 
That should applaud again.—Pull’t off, 1 
say,— 

What rhubarb, senna, or what purgative 
drug, .‘'’i 

Would scour these English hence ? Hear’st 
thou of them ? 

Doct. Ay, my good lord. Your royal 
preparation 

Makes us hear something. 

Macb, Bring it after me. 

I will not be afraid of death and bane 
Till Birnam Forest come to Dunsinane. oc 
[Exeunt all but the Doctor. 

DocL Were 1 from Dunsinane away and 
clear. 

Profit again should hardly draw me here. 

lExif. 

Scene IV. Before Bimam Wood. 

Drum and colours. Enter Malcolm, 

SiWARD, Macduff, Siward’s Son, Men- 

TEiTH, Caithness, Angus, Lennox, 

Ross, and Soldiers, marching. 

Mai. Cousins, 1 hope the days are near at 
hand 

That chambers will be safe. 

Meni. We doubt it nothing. 

Siw. What wood is this before us ? 

Meni. The wood of Birnam. 

Mai. Let every soldier hew him down a 
bough 

And bear't before him; thereby shall we 
shadow 5 

The numbers of our host, and make dis¬ 
covery 

Err in report of us. 

Sold. It shall be done. 

Siw. We learn no other but the confident 
tyrant 

Keeps still in Dunsinane, and will endure 
Our setting down beforeT. 

Mai. ^Tis his main hope ; 10 

For where there is advantage to be given, 
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Both more and less have given him the 
revolt; 

And none serve with liim but constrained 
things, 

Whose hearts are absent too. 

Mat'd. Let our just censures 

Attend the true event, and put we on 15 
Industrious soldiership. 

Siw. rhe time approaches 

That will with due decision make us know 
What we shall say we have, and what we 
owe. 

Thoughts speculative their unsure hopes 
relate. 

But certain issue strokes must arbitrate ; 20 
Towards which advance the war, 

[Exeunt, marching. 

Scene V. Dunsinane. Macbeth's castle. 

Enter Macbeth, Seyton, and Soldiers, with 
drum and colours. 

Macb. Hang out our banners on the 
outward walls ; 

The cry is still ‘ They comeOur castle's 
strength 

Will laugh a siege to scorn. Here let them 
lie 

Till famine and the ague eat them up. 
Were they not forc'd with those that should 
be ours, 

We might have met them dareful, beard to 
beard, 

And beat them backward home. 

IA cry within of women. 

What is that noise 1 

Sey. It is the cry of women, my good lord. 

I Ex if. 

Macb. I have almost forgot the taste of 
tears. 

The time has been my senses would have 
cool'd 10 

To hear a night-shriek, and my feJi of 
hair 

Would at a dismal treatise rouse and stir 
As life were in’t. 1 have supp'd full with 
horrors; 

Direness, familiar to my slaughterous 
thoughts. 

Cannot once start me. 

Ke-enfer Seyton. 

Wherefore was that cry ? 15 

Sey. The Queen, my lord, is dead. 

Macb. She should have died hereafter ; 
There would have been a time for su^ a 
word. 

To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow. 
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time, «i 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief 
candle! 

Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player, 
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That struts and frets his hour upon the 
stage, 25 

And then is heard no more ; it is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury. 
Signifying nothing. 

Eytfer a Messenger. 

Thou com'st to use thy tongue ; thy story 
quickly. 

Mess. Gracious my lord, 30 

1 should report that which I say 1 saw, 

But know not how to do’t. 

Macb, Well, say, sir. 

Mess. As I did stand my watch upon the 
hill. 

I look’d toward Birnam, and anon me- 
thought 

The wood began to move. 

Macb. Liar and slave ! 35 

Mess. Let me endure your wrath, if’t be 
not so. 

Within this three mile may you see it 
coming; 

1 say. a moving grove. 

Macb, If thou speak’st false, 

Upon the next tree shalt thou hang alive, 
Till famine cling thee. If thy speech be 
sooth, 40 

I care not if thou dost for me as much. 

I pull in resolution, and begin 
To doubt th’ equivocation of the fiend 
That lies like truth. ‘ Fear not, till Birnam 
wood 44 

Do come to Dunsinane.’ And now a wood 
Comes toward Dunsinane. Arm, arm, and 
out. 

If this which he avouches does appear. 
There is nor flying hence nor tarrying here. 
I gin to be aweary of the sun. 

And wish th’ estate o’ th* world were now 
undone. 50 

Ring the alarum bell. Blow wind, come 
wrack; 

At least we’ll die with harness on our back. 

[FxemiL 

Scene VI. Dunsinane. Before the castle. 

Drum and colours. Enter Malcolm, 
SiwARD, Macduff, and their Army with 
boughs. 

Mai. Now near enough; your leavy 
screens throw down, 

And show like those you are. You, worthy 
uncle, 

Shall with my cousin, your right noble 
son. 

Lead our first battle ; worthy Macdud and 
we 

Shall take upon’s what else remains to do, 
According to our order. 

Siw. Fare you well. 6 

Do we but find the tyrant’s power to-night, 
Let us be beaten, if wc cannot fight. 

34 


Macd. Make all our trumpets speak; 
give them all breath, 9 

Those clamorous harbingers of blood and 
death. [Hxeunl. 

Scene VII. Another part of the field. 

Enter Macbeth. 

Macb. They have tied me to a stake ; I 
cannot fly, 

But bear-like 1 must fight the course. 
What’s he 

That was not born of woman ? Such a one 
Am I to fear, or none. , 

Enter young Siward. 

Yo. Siw. What is thy name ? 

Macb. Thou’It be afraid to hear it. 

Yo. Siw. No ; though thou call’st thyself 
a hotter name 
Than any is in hell. 

Macb. My name's Macbeth. 

Yo. Siw. The devil himself could not 
pronounce a title 
More hateful to mine ear. 

Macb. No, nor more fearful. 

Yo. Siw. Thou best, abhorred tyrant; 
with my sword 10 

I’ll prove the lie thou speak’st. 

[Fight, and young Siward slain. 

Macb. Thou wast born of woman. 

But swords I smile at, weapons laugh to 
scorn, 

Brandish’d by man that's of a woman born. 

[Fxd. 

Alarums. Enter Macduff. 

Macd. That way the noise is. Tyrant, 
show thy face. 

If thou beest slain and with no stroke of 
mine, 15 

My wife and children's ghosts will haunt me 
still. 

I cannot strike at wretched kerns whose 
arms 

Are hir'd to bear their staves ; either thou, 
Macbeth, 

Or else my sword with an unbattcred 
edge 

I sheathe again undeeded. There thou 
shouldst be; 

By this great clatter, one of greatest note 
Seems bruited. I.et me find him. Fortune, 
And more I beg not. [Exit. Alarums. 

Enter Malcolm and old Siward. 

Siw. This way, my lord. The castle’s 
gently rend’red ; 24 

The tyrant’s people on both sides do 
fight; 

The noble thanes do bravely in the war; 
The day almost itself professes yours. 

And little is to do. 

Mai. We have met with foes 
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[Act 5 


That strike beside us. 

Siw, Enter, sir, the castle. 

[Exeunt Alarum. 

Scene VIII. Another part of the peld. 

Enter Macbeth. 

Mach. Why should I play the Roman 
fool, and die 

On mine own sword 7 Whiles I see lives, 
the gashes 

Do better upon them. 

Enter Macduff. 

Macd. Turn, hell-hound, turn. 

Mach. Of all men else I have avoided 
thee. 

But get thee back; my soul is too much 
charg’d 5 

With blood of thine already. 

Macd. I have no words— 

My voice is in my sword : thou bloodier 
villain 

Than terms can give thee out. 

Alarum. 

Mach. Thou losest labour. 

As easy mayst thou the intrcnchant air 
With thy keen sword impress as make me 
bleed. n* 

Let fall thy blade on vulnerable crests; 

I bear a charmed life, which must not yield 
To one of woman born. 

Macd. Despair thy charm ; 

And let the angel whom thou still hast 
serv’d 

Tell thee Macduff was from his mother’s 
womb J 5 

Untimely ripp’d. 

Mac??. Accursed be that tongue that tells 
me so. 

For it hath cow’d my better part of man; 
And be these juggling fiends no more 
believ’d 

That palter with us in a double sense, co 
That keep the w\^rd of promise to our ear, 
And break it to our hope I I’ll not fight 
with thee, 

Macd. Then yield thee, coward, 

And live to be the show and gaze o’ th’ 
time. 

We’ll have thee, as our rarer monsters are. 
Painted upon a pole, and underwrit 26 
’ Here may you see the tyrant 

Macb. I will not yield, 

To kiss the ground before young Malcolm’s 
feet 

And to be baited with the rabble’s curse. 
Though Birnam w^ood be come to Dunsi- 
nane, 30 

And thou oppos’d, being of no woman born, 
Yet I will try the last. Before my body 
I throw my warlike shield. Lay on,i 
Macduff; 

And damn’d be him that first cries ‘ Hold, 1 
enough!’ [Exeunt, fighting. Alarums. I 


Retreat and flourish. Enter, u iih drum and 

colours, Malcolm, Siward, Ross, Len¬ 
nox, Angus, Caithness, Mentehh, and 

Soldiers. 

Mai. I would the friends we miss were 
safe arriv’d. us 

Siw. Some must go off ; and yet, by these 
1 see, 

So great a day as this is cheaply bought. 

Mai. Macduff is missing, and your noble 
son. 

Ross. Your son, my lord, has paid a 
soldier’s debt: 

He only liv’d but till he was a man ; 40 

The which no sooner had his prowess con¬ 
firm’d 

In the unshrinking station where he fought. 
But like a man he died. 

Siw. Then he is dead ? 

Ross. Ay, and brought off the field. 
Your cause of sorrow 

Must not be measur’d by his worth, for 
then 45 

It hath no end. 

Siw. Had he his hurts before ? 

Ross. Ay, on the front. 

Siw. Why, then, God's soldier be he! 
Had I as many sons as I have hairs, 

1 would not wish them to a fairer death. 
And so his knell is knoll’d. 

Mai. He’s worth more sorrow, 50 

And that I’ll spend for him. 

Siw. He’s worth no more. 

They say he parted w'cll and paid his 
score; 

And so, God be with him! Here comes 
newer comfort. 

Re-enter Macdi^ff, with Macbeth’s head. 

Macd. Hail, King! for so thou art. 
Behold where stands 

Th’ usurper’s cursed head. The time is 
free. 55 

I see thee compass’d with thy kingdom's 
pearl 

That speak my salutation in their minds ; 
Whose voices I desire aloud with mine— 
Hail, King of Scotland ! 

All. Hail, King of Scotland I \ Flourish. 

Mai We shall not spend a large expense 
of time (o 

Before we reckon with your several loves, 
And make us even with you. My Thanes 
and kinsmen. 

Henceforth be Earls, the first that ever 
Scotland 

In such an honour nam’d. What’s more to 
do, 

Which would be planted newly with the 
time— f'5 

As calling home our exil’d friends abroad 
That fled the snares of watchful tyranny; 
Producing forth the cruel ministers 
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Scene 8] 

Of this dead butcher, and his fiend-like That calls upon us, by the grace of Grace, 
queen, Wc will perform in measure, time, and 

Who, as ’tis thought, by self and violent place. 

hands ro So thanks to all at once and to each one, 74 

Took off her life—this, and what needful Whom we invite to see us crown’d at Scone, 
else [Flourish, Exeunt, 
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The Scene ; Denmark. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Elsinore. The guard-platform of 
the Castle. 

Francisco ai his post. Enter to him 
Bernardo. 

Ber. Who’s there ? 

Fran. Nay, answer me. Stand and un¬ 
fold yourself. 

Ber. Long live the King I 
Fran. Bernardo ? 

Ber. He. 5 

Fran. You come most carefully upon 
your hour. 

Ber. 'Tis now struck twelve ; get thee to 
bed, Francisco. 

Fran. For this relief much thanks, ’Tis 
bitter cold, 

And I am sick at heart. 

Ber. Have you had quiet guard ? 

Fran, Not a mouse stirring. 

Ber. Well, good night, n 

If you do meet Horatio and Marcellus, 
The rivals of my watch, bid them make 
haste. 

Enter Horatio and Marcellus. 

Fran, I think I hear them. Stand, ho 1 
Who is there ? 

Hot, Friends to this ground. 

Mar. And liegemen to the Dane. 15 
Fran, Give you good night. 

Mar, O, farewell, honest soldier! 

Who hath reliev'd you ? 

Fran, Bernardo hath my place. 

Give you good night. [Exit. 

Mar. Holla, Bernado! 

Ber, Say— 
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What, is Horatio there? 

Hor. A piece of him. 

Ber. Welcome, Horatio; welcome, good 
Marcellus. 20 

Hor. What, has this thing appear'd again 
to-night ? 

Ber. I have seen nothing. 

Mar. Horatio says 'tis but our fantasy, 
And will not let belief take hold of him 
Touching this dreaded sight, twice seer* 
of us ; 25 

Therefore 1 have entreated him along 
With us to watch the minutes of this night. 
That, if again this apparition come, 

He may approve our eyes and speak to it. 

Hor. Tush, tush, 'twill not appear. 

Ber. Sit down awhile. 

And let us once again assail your ears, 31 
That are so fortified against our story. 
What we have two nights seen. 

Hor. Well, sit we down, 

And let us hear Bernardo speak of this. 

Ber. Last night of all, 35 

When yond same star that's westward from 
the pole 

Had made his course t' illume that part of 
heaven 

Where now it burns, Marcellus and myself. 
The bell then beating one— 

Enter Ghost. 

Mar. Peace, break thee off; look where 
it comes again. 40 

Ber. In the same figure, like the King 
that's dead. 

Mar. Thou art a scholar; speak to it, 
Horatio. 

Ber, Looks 'a not like the King ? Mark 
it, Horatio. 
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Scene 1] 

Hon Most like. It harrows me with fear 
and wonder. 

Ber. It would be spoke to. 

Mar. Question it, Horatio. 45 

Hon What art thou that usurp’st this 
time of night 

Together with that fair and warlike form 
In which the majesty of buried Denmark 
Did sometimes march ? By heaven I charge 
thee, speak! 

Mar. It is offended. 

Ber. Sec, it stalks away, 

Hor, Stay! speak, speak ! I charge thee, 
speak ! I Ex if Ghost. 

Mar. "Tis gone, and will not answer. 

Be)‘. How now, Horatio! You ttemhle 
and look pale. 

Is not this something more than fantasy ? 
What think you on't ? 55 

Hor. Before my God, I might not this 
believe 

Without the sensible and true avouch 
Of mine own eyes. 

Mar. Is it not like the King ? 

Hor. As thou art to thyself: 

Such w^as the very armour he had on oo 
When he the ambitious Norway combated ; 
So frowned he once when, in an angry parle. 
He smote the sledded Polacks on the ice. 
*Tis strange. 

Mar. Thus twice before, and jump at this 
dead hour, (>5 

With martial stalk hath he gone by our 
watch. 

Hor. In what particular thought to work 
I know not; 

But, in the gross and scope of mine opinion. 
This bodes some strange eruption to our 
state. 

Mar, Good now, sit down, and tell me, 
he that knows, 70 

Why this same strict and most observant 
watch 

So nightly toils the subject of the land ; 
And why such daily cast of brazen cannon, 
And foreign mart for implements of war; 
Why such impress of shipwrights, whose 
sore task 75 

Does not divide the Sunday from the week ; 
What might be toward, that this sweaty 
haste 

Doth make the night joint-labourer with 
the day; 

Who is't that can inform me ? 

Hor. That can I; 

At least, the whisper goes so. Our last 
king, Ho 

Whose image even but now appear'd to us, 
Was, as you know, by Fortinbras of Nor¬ 
way. 

Thereto prick'd on by a most emulate 
pride. 

Dat'd to the combat; in which our valiant 
Hamlet— 


For so this side of our known world esteem'd 
him— 85 

Did slay this Fortinbras ; who, by a seal’d 
compact. 

Well ratified by law and heraldry, 

Did forfeit, with his life, all those his lands 
Which he stood seiz'd of, to the conqueror ; 
Against the which a moiety competent 90 
Was gaged by our king; which had 
return'd 

To the inheritance of Fortinbras, 

Had he been vanquisher ; as, by the same 
comart 

And carriage of the article design'd. 

His fell to Hamlet. Now, sir, young 
Fortinbras, 9S 

Of unimproved mettle hot and full, 

Hath in the skirts of Norway, here and 
there, 

Shark'd up a list of lawless resolutes. 

For food and diet, to some enterprise 
That hath a stomach in’t; which is no 
other, 100 

As it doth well appear unto our state. 

But to recover of us. by strong hand 
And terms compulsato^y^ those foresaid 
lands 

So by his father lost; and this. I take it, 

Is the main motive of our preparations, 105 
The source of this our watch, and the chief 
head 

Of this post-haste and romage in the land. 

Ber. I think it be no other but e'en so. 
Well may it sort, that this portentous figure 
Comes armed through our watch ; so like 
the King no 

That was and is the question of these w^ars. 

Hor. A mote it is to trouble the mind's 
eye. 

In the most high and palmy state of Rome, 
A little ere the mightiest Julius fell. 

The graves stood tcnantless, and the 
sheeted dead 115 

Did squeak and gibber in the Roman 
streets; 

As, stars with trains of fire, and dew's of 
blood, 

Disasters in the sun ; and the moist star 
Upon whose influence Neptune's empire 
stands 119 

Was sick almost to doomsday with eclipse ; 
And even the like precurse of fear'd events, 
As harbingers preceding still tlie fates 
And prologue to the omen coming on, 
Have heaven and earth together demon¬ 
strated 

Unto our climatures and countrymen. 125 
Re-enter Ghost. 

But, soft, behold! To, where it comes 
again! 

I'll cross it, though it blast me. Stay, 
illusion. [Gkos^ spreads its arms* 
If thou hast any sound or use of voice, 
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Speak to me. 

If there be any good thing to be done, 130 
That may to thee do ease and grace to me, 
Speak to me. 

If thou art privy to thy country’s fate> 
Which happily foreknowing may avoid, 

O, speak! 135 

Or if thou hast uphoarded in thy life 
Extorted treasure in the womb of earth. 
For which, they say, you spirits oft walk 
in death, [The cock crows. 

Speak of it. Stay, and speak. Stop it, 
Marceljus. 

Mar. Shall I strike at it with my 
partisan ? i 4 o 

Hor. Do, if it will not stand, 

Ber. ’Tis here! 

Hor. 'Tis here! 

Mar. 'Tis gone I lExd Ghost. 

We do it wrong, being so majestical, 

To offer it the show of violence ; 

For it is, as the air, invulnerable, 

And our vain blows malicious mockery. 
Ber. It was about to speak, when the 
cock crew. 

Hor. And then it started like a guilty 
thing 

Upon a fearful summons. I have heard I 
The cock, that is the trumpet to the morn,: 
Doth with his lofty and shrill-sounding 
throat 15j 

Awake the god of day ; and at his warning, 
Whether in sea or fire, in earth or air, 

Th' extravagant and erring spirit hies 
To his confine ; and of the truth herein i?? 
This present object made probation. 

Mar. It faded on the crowing of the cock. 
Some say that ever 'gainst that season 
comes 

Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated. 
This bird of dawning singeth all night long ; 
And then, they say, no spirit dare stir 
abroad, 101 j 

The nights are wholesome, then no planets 
strike, 

No fairy takes, nor witch hath power to 
charm. 

So hallowed and so gracious is that time. 
Hor. So have I heard, and do in part 
believe it. i»)5i 

But look, the morn, in russet mantle clad, j 
Walks o'er the dew of yon high eastward hill, i 
Break wc our watch up ; and, by my I 
advice, 

Let us impart what we have seen to-night 
Unto young Hamlet; for, upon my life, 170 
This spirit, dumb to us, will speak to him. 
Do you consent we shall acquaint him 
with it, 

As needful in our loves, fitting our duty ? 
Mar. Let’s do’t, I pray ; and 1 this 
morning know 

Where we sliall find him most convenient. 

[Exeunt. 


Scene 11. Elsinore. The Castle. 

Flourish. Enter Claudius King of Den¬ 
mark, Gertrude the Queen, and Coun¬ 
cillors, including Polonius, his son 
Laertes, Voltemand, Cornelius, and 
Hamlet. 

King. Though yet of Hamlet our dear 
brother's death 

The memory be green ; and that it us 
befitted 

To bear our hearts in grief, and our whole 
kingdom 

To be contracted in one brow of woe ; 

Yet so far hath discretion fought with 
nature s 

That we with wisest sorrow think on him, 
Together with remembrance of ourselves. 
Therefore our sometime sister, now our 
queen, 

Th’ imperial jointress to this warlike state. 
Have we, as 'twerc with a defeated joy, 10 
With an auspicious and a dropping eye, 
With mirth in funeral, and with dirge in 
marriage, 

In equal vseale weighing delight and dole, 
Taken to wife ; nor have we herein barr’d 
Your better wisdoms, which have freely 
gone 1 5 

With this affair along. For all, our thanks. 
Now follows that you know: young 
Fortinbras, 

Holding a weak supposal of our worth. 

Or thinking by our late dear brother’s 
death 

Our state to be disjoint and out of frame, 
Co-lcagued with this dream of his advan¬ 
tage— 

He hath not fail’d to pester us with message 
Importing the surrender of those lands 
Lost by his father, with all bands of law, 
To our most valiant brother. So much for 
him. 25 

Now for ourself, and for this time of 
meeting. 

Thus much the business is : we have here 
writ 

To Norway, uncle of young Fortinbras— 
Who, impotent and bed-rid, scarcely hears 
Of this his nephew's purpose—to suppress 
His further gait herein, in that the levies, 
The lists, and full proportions, are all made 
Out of his subject; and we here dispatch 
You, good Cornelius, and you, Voltemand, 
For bearers of this greeting to old Norway ; 
Giving to you no further personal power 
To business with tlie King more than the 
scope 

Of these delated articles allow. 

Farewell; and let your haste commend 
your duty. 

Cor. i In that and all things will we 
Vol, / show our duty. 40 
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King, We doubt it nothing, heartily 
farewell. 

[Exeunt VoUemancl and Cornelius. 
And now, Laertes, what's the news with 
you ? 

You told us of some suit: w'hat is’t, 
Laertes ? 

You cannot speak of reason to the Dane 
And lose your voice. What wouldst thou 
beg, Laertes, 45 

That shall not be my offer, not thy asking ? 
The head is not more native to the heart. 
The hand more instrumental to the mouth. 
Than is the throne of Denmark to thy 
father. 

What wouldst thou have, Laertes ? 

haer. My dread lord, 50 

Your leave and favour to return to France ; 
From whence though willingly 1 came to 
Denmark 

To show my duty in your coronation, 

Yet now, 1 must confess, that duty done. 
My thouglits and wishes bend again toward 
France, s-i 

And bow them to your gracious leave and 
pardon. 

King. Have you your father’s leave? 
What says Polonius ? 

Pol. 'A hath, my lord, wrung from me 
my slow leave 

By laboursomc petition ; and at last 
Upon his will 1 scal'd my hard consent, i- 
I do beseech you, give him leave to go. 

King. Take thy fair hour, Laertes ; time 
be thine, 

And thy best graces spend it at thy will! 
But now, my cousin Hamlet, and my son— 

Ham. [Aside] A little more than kin, and 
lesr. than kind. ^>5 

K ing. How is it that the clouds still hang 
on you ? 

Haw. Not so, my lord ; I am too much 
in the sun. 

Queen. Good Hamlet, cast thy nighted 
colour off. 

And let thine eye look like a friend on 
Denmark. 

Do not for ever with thy vailed lids 70 
Seek for thy noble father in the. dust. 
Thou know’st 'tis common—all that lives 
must die, 

Passing through nature to eternity. 

Ham. Ay, madam, it is common. 

Queen. If it be, 

Why seems it so particular with thee ? 75 

Ham. Seems, madam! Nay, it is; I 
know not seems. 

'Tis not alone my inky cloak, good mother, 
Nor customary suits of solemn black, 

Nor windy suspiration of forc’d breath. 

No, nor the fruitful river in the eye, «o 
Nor the dejected haviour of the visage, 
Together with all forms, moods, shapes of 
grief. 


That can denote me truly. These, indeed, 
seem; 

For they are actions that a man might play; 
But I have that within which passes 
show— 85 

These but the trappings and the suits of 
woe. 

King. 'Tis sweet and commendable in 
your nature, Hamlet, 

To give these mourning duties to your 
father: 

But you must know your father lost a 
father ; 

That father lost lost his ; and the survivor 
bound, 90 

In filial obligation, for some term 
To do obsequious sorrow. But to persever 
In obstinate condolement is a course 
Of impious stubbornness ; 'tis unmanly 
grief; 

It shows a will most incorrect to heaven, 95 
A heart unfortified, a mind impatient, 

An understanding simple and unschool'd ; 
For what we know must be, and is as 
common 

As any the most vulgar thing to sense, 90 
Why should we in our peevish opposition 
Take it to heart ? Fie I 'tis a fault to heaven, 
A fault against the dead, a fault to nature, 
'Fo reason most absurd; whose common 
tlicmc 

Is death of fathers, and who still hath cried, 
From the first corse till he that died to-day, 

‘ This must be so '. We pray you throw to 
earth ^ oo 

This unprevailing woe, and think of us 
As of a father ; for let the world take 
note 

You are the most immediate to our throne ; 
And with no less nobility of love tto 

Than that which dearest father bears his 
son 

Do I impart toward you. For your intent 
In going back to school in Wittenberg, 

I It is most retrograde to our desire ; 

! And we beseech you bend you to remain 115 
[ Here, in the cheer and comfort of our eye. 
Our chiefest courtier, cousin, and our son. 

Queen. Let not thy mother lose her 
prayers, Hamlet: 

I pray thee stay with us; go not to 
Wittenberg, 

Ham. 1 shall in all my best obey you, 
madam. 120 

King. Why, 'tis a loving and a fair reply. 
Be as ourself in Denmark. Madam, come ; 
This gentle and unforc’d accord of Hamlet 
Sits smiling to my heart; in grace whereof, 
No jocund health that Denmark drinks 
to-day 1^5 

But the great cannon to the clouds shall 
tell. 

And the King’s rouse the heaven shall bruit 
again. 
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Re-speaking earthly thunder. Come away. 

[Flourish. Exeunt all bui Hamlet. 

Ham. O, that this too too solid flesh 
would melt, 

Thaw, and resolve itself into a dew ! 130 

Or that the Everlasting had not fix’d 
His canon ’gainst self-slaughter ! O God ! 
God! 

How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable, 
Seem to me all the uses of this world I 
Fic on’t I Ah, fie I *tis an unweeded garden. 
That grows to seed ; things rank and gross 
in nature 

Possess it merely. That it should come to 
this! 

But two months dead ! Nay, not so much, 
not two. 

So excellent a king that was to this 
Hyperion to a satyr; so loving to my 
mother, mo 

That he might not beteem the winds of 
heaven 

Visit her face too roughly. Heaven and 
earth! 

Must 1 remember ? Why, she would hang 
on him 

As if increase of appetite had grown 
By what it fed on; and yet, within a 
month— *45 

Let me not think on’t. Frailty, thy name 
is woman I— 

A little month, or ere those shoes were old 
With which she followed my poor father’s 
body. i 

Like Niobe, all tears—why she, even she— 
O God! a beast that wants discourse of 
reason 150 

Would have mourn’d longer—married with 
my uncle. 

My father's brother ; but no more like my 
father 

Than I to Hercules. Within a month, 

Ere yet the salt of most unrighteous tears 
Had left the flushing in her galled eyes, 155 
She married. O, most wicked speed, to 
post 

With such dexterity to incestuous sheets! 
It is not, nor it cannot come to good. 

But break, my heart, for I must hold my 
tongue. 

Enter Horatio, Marcellos, attd 
Bernardo. 

Hot. Hail to your lordship 1 

Ham. I am glad to see you well, 
Horatio—or I do forget myself. 

Hot, The same, my lord, and your poor 
servant ever. 

Ham. Sir, my good friend. I’ll change 
that name with you. 

And what make you from Wittenberg, 
Horatio ? 

Marcellus ? 165 

Mar. My good lord ! 
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Ham. I am very glad to see you. [To 
Bernardo] Good even, sir.— 

But what, in faith, make you from Witten¬ 
berg ? 

Hor. A truant disposition, good my lord. 

Ham. 1 would not hear your enemy say 
so; 170 

Nor shall you do my ear that violence, 

To make it truster of your own report 
Against yourself. I know you are no truant. 
But what is your affair in Elsinore ? 

We’ll teach you to drink deep ere you 
depart. 175 

Hor. My lord, I came to sec your father’s 
funeral. 

Ham. 1 prithee do not mock me, fellow- 
student ; 

I think it was to see my mother's wedding. 

Hor. Indeed, my lord, it followed hard 
upon. 

Ham. Thrift, thrift, Horatio I The 
funeral bak’d-meats jKo 

Did coldly furnish forth the marriage 
tables. 

Would I had met my dearest foe in heaven 
Or ever I had seen that day, Horatio ! 

My father—methinks I see my father. 

Hor. Where, my lord ? 

Ham. In my mind’s eye, Horatio, ifis 

Hor. I saw him once; ’a was a goodly 
king. 

Ham. 'A was a man, take him for all 
in all, 

I shall not look upon his like again. 

Hor. My lord, 1 think I saw him yester¬ 
night. 

Ham. Saw who ? 190 

Hor. My lord, the King your father. 

Ham. The King my father ! 

Hor. Season your admiration for a while 
With an attent car, till 1 may deliver, 
Upon the witness of these gentlemen, 

This marvel to you. 

Ham. For God’s love, let me hear. 

Hor. Two nights together had these 
gentlemen, 196 

Marcellus and Bernardo, on their watch, 

In the dead waste and middle of the night, 
Been thus encount’red. A figure like your 
father, 

Armed at point exactly, cap-a-pe, 200 
Appears before them, and with solemn 
march 

Goes slow and stately by them ; thrice he 
walk’d 

By their oppress’d and fear-surprised eyes, 
Within his truncheon's length; whilst 
they, distiH’d 

Almost to jelly with the act of fear, 203 
Stand dumb and speak not to him. This 
to me 

In dreadful secrecy impart they did ; 

And I with them the third night kept the 
watch; 
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Where, as they had delivered, both in time, 
Form of the thing, each word made true 
and good, 210 

The apparition comes. 1 knew your father ; 
These hands are not more like. 

Ham. But where was this ? 

Mar. My lord, upon the platform where 
we watch. 

Ham. Did you not speak to it ? 

Her. My lord, 1 did ; 

But answer made it none; yet once mc- 
thought 215 

It lifted up it head and did address 
Itself to motion, like as it would speak ; 
But even then the morning cock crew 
loud. 

And at the sound it shrunk in haste away 
And vanish’d from our sight. 

Ham. *Tis very strange. 

Hor. As 1 do live, my honour’d lord, 'tis 
true I 

And we did think it writ down in our duty 
To let you know of it. 

Ham. Indeed, indeed, sirs, but this 
troubles me. 

Hold you the watch to-night ? 

AIL We do, my lord. 2^5 

Ham. Arm’d, say you ? 

AIL Arm’d, my lord. 

Ham, From top to toe ? 

AIL My lord, from head to foot. 

Ham, Then saw you not his face ? 

Hor, O yes, my lord ; he wore his beaver 
up. 

Ham, What, look’d he frowningly ? 230 
Hai\ A countenance more in sorrow than 
in anger. 

Ham, Pale or red ? 

Hor. Nay, very pale. 

Ham, And liix'd his eyes upon you ? 
Hor, Most constantly. 

Ham. 1 would 1 had been there. 

Hor, It would have much amaz’d you. s.V) 
Ham. Very like, very like. Stay'd it long? 
Hor, While one with moderate haste 
might tell a hundred. 

Both, Longer, longer. 

Hor, Not when 1 saw’t. 

Ham. His beard was grizzl’d—no ? 239 

Hor, It was, as I have seen it in his life, 
A sable silver'd. 

Ham, 1 will watch to-night; 

Perchance 'twill walk again. 

Hor, 1 warr'nt it will. 

Ham. If it assume my noble father's 
person. 

I'll speak to it, though hell itself should 
gape 2J4 

And bid me hold my peace, I pray you all, 
If you have hitherto conceal'd this sight, 
Let it be tenable in your silence still; 

And whatsomever else shall hap to-night. 
Give it an understanding, but no tongue; 

I will requite your loves. So, fare you well— 


Upon the platform, 'twixt eleven and 
twelve, 251 

I'll visit you. 

AIL Our duty to your honour. 

Ham. Your loves, as mine to you : fare¬ 
well. [Lxeuji/ all but Hamlet, 

My father's spirit in arms ! All is not well. 
I doubt some foul play. Would the night 
were come I - vt 

Till then sit still, my soul. Foul deeds will 
rise, 

Though all the earth o’erwhclm them, to 
men’s eyes. [Exit, 

SciiNE III. Elsinore, The house of Polonius, 

Enter Laertes and Ophelia his sister, 

Laer. My necessaries are embark'd. 
Farewell. 

And, sister, as the winds give benefit 
And convoy is assistant, do not sleep. 

But let me hear from you. 

Oph, Do you doubt that ? 

Laer, For Hamlet, and the trifling of his 
favour, 5 

Hold it a fashion and a toy in blood, 

A violet in the youth of primy nature, 
Forward not permanent, sweet not lasting, 
The perfume and suppliance of a minute; 
No more. 

Oph, No more but so ? 

Laer, Think it no more ; 10 

For nature crescent docs not grow alone 
In thews and bulk, but as this temple 
waxes, 

The inward service of the mind and soul 
Grows wide withal. Perhaps he loves you 
now, 1+ 

And now no soil nor cautel doth besmirch 
The virtue of his will; but you must fear. 
His greatness weigh’d, his will is not his 
own; 

For he himself is subject to his birth : 

He may not, as unvalued persons do, 
Carve for himself; for on his choice 
depends 20 

The sanity and health of this whole state ; 
And therefore must his choice be circiun- 
scrib'd 

Unto the voice and yielding of that body 
Whereof he is the head. Then if he says he 
loves you, 

It fits your wisdom so far to believe it 25 
As he in his particular act and place 
May give his saying deed; which is no 
further 

Than the main voice of Denmark goes 
withal. 

Then weigh what loss your honour may 
sustain, 

If with too credent ear you list his songs, 30 
Or lose your heart, or your chaste treasure 
open 

To his unmast'red importunity. 
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Fear it, Ophelia, fear it, my dear sister; 
And keep you in the rear of your affection, 
Out of the shot and danger of desire. 35 
The chariest maid is prodigal enough 
If she unmask her beauty to the moon. 
Virtue itself scapes not calumnious strokes ; 
The canker galls the infants of the spring 
Too oft before their buttons be disclos’d; 4 « 
And in the morn and liquid dew of youth 
Contagious blastments are most imminent. 
Be wary, then ; best safety lies in fear: 
Youth to itself rebels, though none else 
near. | 

Oph. I shall the effect of this good lesson 
keep 45 

As watchman to my heart. But, good my 
brother, 

Do not, as some ungracious pastors do, 
Show me the steep and thorny way to 
heaven. 

Whiles, like a puff’d and reckless libertine. 
Himself the primrose path of dalliance 
treads so 

And recks not his own rede. 

Laer. O, fear me not! 

Enter Polonius. 

1 stay too long. But here my father comes. 
A double blessing is a double grace ; 
Occasion smiles upon a second leave. 

Pol. Yet here, Laertes ! Aboard, aboard, 
for shame! 55 

The wind sits in the shoulder of your sail. 
And you are stay’d for. There—my bless¬ 
ing with thee! 

And these few precepts in thy memory 
Look thou character. Give thy thoughts no 
tongue. 

Nor any unproportion’d thought his act. f o 
Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar. 
Those friends thou hast, and their adoption 
tried. 

Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of 
steel; 

But do not dull thy palm with entertain¬ 
ment 

Of each nevv-hatch’d, unfledg'd courage. 

Beware <5 

Of entrance to a quarrel; but, being in, 
Bear’t that th’ opposed may beware of thee. 
Give every man thy car, but few thy 
voice ; 

Take each man's censure, but reserve thy 
judgment. 

Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy, 70 
But not express’d in fancy; rich, not 
gaudy ; 

For the apparel oft proclaims the man ; 
And they in France of the best rank and 
station 

Are of a most select and generous choice in 
that. 

Neither a borrower nor a lender be; 75 

For loan oft loses both itself and friend, 
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And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry. 
This above all—to thine own self be true. 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man. «o 
Farewell; my blessing season this in thee ! 

Laer. Most humbly do I take my leave, 
my lord. 

PoL The time invites you; go, your 
servants tend. 

Laer. Farewell, Ophelia ; and remember 
well 

What 1 have said to you. 

Oph. 'Tis in my memory lock’d, ^5 
And you yourself shall keep the key of it. 

Laer. Farewell. [Exit. 

Pol. What is't, Ophelia, he hath said to 
you ? 

Oph. So please you, something touching 
the Lord Hamlet. 

Pol. Marry, well bethought! 90 

’Tis told me he hath very oft of late 
Given private time to you; and you 
yourself 

Have of your audience been most free and 
bounteous. 

If it be so—as so ’tis put on me, 

And that in way of caution —1 must tell 
you ») s 

You do not understand yourself so clearly 
As it behoves my daughter and your 
honour. 

What is between you ? Give me up the 
truth. 

Oph. He hath, my lord, of late made 
many tenders 

Of his affection to roe. 100 

Pol. Affection ! Pooh ! You speak like a 
green girl, 

Unsifted in such perilous circumstance. 

Do you believe his tenders, as you call 
them ? 

Oph. 1 do not know, my lord, what I 
should think. 

Pol. Marry, I will teach you : think 
yourself a baby J05 

That you have ta'en these tenders for true 
pay 

Which are not sterling. Tender yourself 
more dearly ; 

Or—not to crack the wind of the poor 
phrase, 

Running it thus—you’ll tender me a fool. 

Oph. My lord, he hath importun’d me 

with love 110 

In honourab'.e fashion. 

Pol. Ay, fashion you may call it; go to, 
go to. 

Oph. And hath given countenance to his 
speech, my lord, 

With almost all the holy vows of heaven. 

Pol. Ay, springes to catch woodcocks ! I 
do know, 115 

When the blood bums, how prodigid the 

soul 
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Lends the tongue vows. These blazes, 
daughter, 

Giving more light than heat—extinct in 
both, ii 8 

Even in their promise, as it is a-making— 
You must not take for fire. From this time 
Be something scanter of your maiden 
presence; 

Set your cntreatments at a higher rate 
Than a command to parle. For Lord 
Hamlet, 

Believe so much in him, that he is young. 
And with a larger tether may he walk 
Than may be given you. In few, Ophelia, 
Do not believe his vows ; for they arc 
brokers. 

Not of that dye which their investments 
show. 

But mere implorators of unholy suits, le-, 
Breathing like sanctified and pious bonds. 
The better to beguile. This is for all— 

I would not, in plain terms, from this time 
forth 

Have you so slander any moment leisure 
As to give words or talk with the Lord 
Hamlet. > 31 

Look to’t, 1 charge you. Come your ways. 

Opfu I shall obey, my lord. lExetiwf. 

Scene IV. Elsinore, The guard-platform 
of (he Castle, 

Enter Hamlet, Horatio, and Marcellus. 

Ham. The air bites shrewdly ; it is very 
cold. 

Hor. It is a nipping and an eager air. 

Ham. What hour now ? 

Hor. I think it lacks of twelve. 

Mar. No, it is struck. 

Hor. Indeed ? I heard it not. It then 
draws near the season 5 

Wherein the spirit held his wont to walk. 

[A flourish of trumpets, and two pieces 
go off. 

What does this mean, my lord ? 

Ham. The King doth wake to-night and 
takes his rouse, 

Keeps wassail, and the swagg’ring up-spring 
reels. 

And, as he drains his draughts of Rhenish 
down, 10 

The kettle-drum and trumpet thus bray out 
The triumph of his pledge. 

Hor. Is it a custom ? 

Ham. Ay, marry, is't; 

But to my mind, though I am native here 
And to the manner born, it is a custom 15 
More honour'd in the breach than the 
observance. 

This heavy-headed revel east and west 
Makes us traduc’d and tax'd of other 
nations; 

They clepe us drunliards, and with sw.’nish 
phrase 


Soil our addition ; and, indeed, it takes 20 
From our achievements, though perform’d 
at height. 

The pith and marrow of our attribute. 

So, oft it chances in particular men 
That, for some vicious mole of nature in 
them. 

As in their birth, wherein they are not 
guilty, 25 

Since nature cannot choose his origin ; 

By the o’ergrowth of some complexion. 

Oft breaking down the pales and forts of 
reason ; 

Or by some habit that too much o’er- 
leavens 

The form of plausive manners—that these 
men, 30 

Carrying, I say, the stamp of one defect, 
Being nature’s livery or fortune’s star, 

His virtues else, be they as pure as grace. 
As infinite as man may undergo, 34 

Shall in the general censure take corruption 
From that particular fault. The dram of 
ealc 

Doth all the noble substance of a doubt 
To his own scandal. 

Enter Ghost. 

Hor. Look, my lord, it comes. 

Ham. Angels and ministers of grace 
defend us ! 39 

Be thou a spirit of health or goblin damn’d, 
Bring with thee airs from heaven or blasts 
from hell. 

Be thy intents wicked or charitable, 

Ihou com’st in such a questionable shape 
That I will speak to thee. I’ll call thee 
Hamlet, 4 \ 

King, father, royal Dane. O, answer me I 
I^t me not burst in ignorance, but tell 
Why thy canoniz’d bones, hearsed in death. 
Have burst their cerements; why the 
sepulchre 

Wherein we saw thee quietly enurn’d 49 
Hath op’d his ponderous and marble jaws 
To cast thee up again. What may this 
mean 

That thou, dead corse, again in complete 
steel 

Revisits thus the glimpses of the moon, 
Making night hideous, and we fools of 
nature 

So horridly to shake our disposition 55 
With thoughts beyond the reaches of our 
souls ? 

vSay, why is this ? wherefore? What should 
we do ? [Ghosf beckons Hamlet, 

Hor, It beckons you to go away with it, 
As if it some impartment did desire 
To you alone. 

Mar. Look with what courteous action 
It waves you to a more removed ground. 6 t 
But do not go with it. 

Hor. No, by no means. 
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Ham* It will not speak; then I will 
follow it. 

Hot. Do not, my lord. 

Ham. Why, what should be the fear ? 
1 do not set my life at a pin's fee ; <^5 

And for my soul, what can it do to that. 
Being a thing immortal as itself ? 

It waves me forth again ; I'll follow it. 
Hor, What if it tempt you toward the 
flood, my lord, 

Or to the dreadful summit of the clilT 70 
That beetles o'er his base into the sea. 

And there assume some other horrible 
form, 

Which might deprive your sovereignty of 
reason 

And draw you into madness ? Think of it: 
The very place puts toys of desperation, 75 
Without more motive, into every brain 
That looks so many fathoms to the sea 
And hears it roar beneath. 

Ham. It waves me still. 

Go on ; I'll follow thee. 70 

Mar. You shall not go, my lord. 

Ham. Hold off your hands. 

Hor. Be rul'd ; you shall not go. 

Ham. My fate cries out. 

And makes each petty arturc in this body 
As hardy as the Nemean lion’s nerve. 

[Ghost beckons. 
Still am I call'd. Unhand me, gentlemen. 
By heaven. I’ll make a ghost of him that 
lets me. >^5 

1 say, away ! Go on ; I’ll follow thee. 

[Exeunt Ghost and Hamlet. 
Hor. He waxes desperate with imagina¬ 
tion. 

Mar. Let’s follow ; 'tis not fit thus to 
obey him. 

Hor. Have after. To what issue will this 
come ? 

Mar. Something is rotten in the state of 
Denmark. 

Hor. Heaven will direct it. 

Mar. Nay, let's follow him. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene V. Elsinore. The battlements of 
the Castle. 

Enter Ghost and Hamlet. 

Ham. Whither wilt thou lead me ? 

Speak, ril go no further. 

Ghost. Mark me. 

Ham. 1 will. 

Ghost. My hour is almost come, 

When I to sulph’rous and tormenting 
flames 

Must render up myself. 

Ham. Alas, poor ghost! 

Ghost. Pity me not, but lend thy serious 
hearing 3 

To what I shall unfold. 

Ham. Speak ; I am bound to hear. 
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Glwst, So art thou to revenge, when thou 
shalt hear. 

Ham. What ? 

G/iosf. I am thy father’s spirit. 

Doom'd for a certain term to walk the 
night, ro 

And for the day confin'd to fast in fires. 
Till the foul crimes done in my days of 
nature 

Are burnt and purg'd away. But that 1 am 
forbid 

To tell the secrets of my prison-house, 

1 could a tale unfold whose lightest word 15 
Would harrow up thy soul, freeze thy young 
blood, 

Make thy two eyes, like stars, start from 
their spheres, 

Thy knotted and combined locks to part, 
And each particular hair to stand an end, 
Like quills upon the fretful porpentine. ^20 
I But this eternal blazon must not he 
To ears of flesh and blood. List, list, O, list I 
If thou didst ever thy dear father love— 

Ham. O God ! 

Ghost. Revenge his foul and most un¬ 
natural murder. 

Ham. Murder I 26 

Ghost. Murder most foul, as in the best 
it is ; 

But thi.s most foul, strange, and unnatural. 

Ham. Haste me to know’t, that I, with 
wings as swift 

As meditation or the thoughts of love, 10 
May sweep to my revenge. 

Ghost. 1 find thee apt ,* 

And duller shouldst thou be than the fat 
weed 

That roots itself in ease on Lethe wharf, 
Wouldst thou not stir in this. Now, Ham¬ 
let, hear: 

'Tis given out that, sleeping m my 
orchard, 35 

A serpent stung me ; so the whole ear of 
Denmark 

Is bv a forged process of my death 
Rankly abus’d; but know, thou noble 
youth, 

The serpent that did sting thy father’s life 
Now wears his crown. 

Ham. O my prophetic soul! 40 

My uncle I 

Ghost. Ay, that incestuous, that adulter¬ 
ate beast. 

With witchcraft of his wits, with traitorous 
gifts— 

O wicked wit and gifts that have the power 
So to seduce I—won to his shameful lust 45 
The will of my most seeming virtuous 
queen. 

O Hamlet, what a falling off was there. 
From me, whose love was of that dignity 
That it went hand in hand even with the 
vow 49 

I made to her in marriage; and to decline 
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Scene 5] 

Upon a wretch whose natural gifts were 
poor 

To those of mine I 

But virtue, as it never will be moved, 
Though lewdness court it in a shape of 
heaven. 

So lust, though to a radiant angel link’d, 55 
Will sate itself in a celestial bed 
And prey on garbage. 

But soft! methinks I scent the morning air. 
Brief let me be. Sleeping within my orchard, 
My custom always of the afternoon, oo 
Upon my secure hour thy uncle stole. 
With juice of cursed hebona in a vial. 

And in the porches of my ears did pour 
The leperous distilment; w'hose effect 
Holds such an enmity with blood of man < 5 
That swift as quicksilver it courses through 
The natural gates and alleys of the body; 
And with a sudden vigour it doth posset 
And curd, like eager droppings into milk. 
The thin and wholesome blood. So did it 
mine; 70 

And a most instant tetter bark’d about. 
Most lazar-like, with vile and loathsome 
crust. 

All my smooth body. 

Ihus was I, sleeping, by a brother’s hand 
Of life, of crown, of queen, at once dis¬ 
patch’d ; 75 

Cut off even in the blossoms of my sin, 
Unhous’Ied, disappointed, unanerd ; 

No reck'ning made, but sent to my account 
With all my imperfections on my head. 

O, horrible! O, horrible 1 most horrible! 
If thou hast nature in thee, bear it not; 
I.et not the royal bed of I]^nmark be 
A couch for luxury and damned incest. 
But, howsomever thou pursuest this act. 
Taint not thy mind, nor let thy soul 
contrive «5 

Against thy mother aught; leave her to 
heaven, 

And to those thorns that in her bosom 
lodge 

To prick and sting her. Fare thee well at 
once. 

The glowworm shows the matin to be near. 
And gins to pale his uned^cctual fire. 90 
Adieu, adieu, adieu ! Remember me. [Exif. 
Ham. O all you host of heaven ! O earth ! 
What else ? 

And shall I couple hell ? O, fie I Hold, 
hold, my heart; 

And you, my sinews, grow not instant old. 
But bear me stiffly up. Remember thee ! 95 
Ay, thou poor ghost, whiles memory holds 
a seat 

In this distracted globe. Remember thee! 
Yea, from the table of my memory 
1*11 wipe away all trivial fond records. 

All saws of books, all forms, all pressures 
past, xoo 

That youth and observation copied there. 


And thy commandment all alone shall live 
Within the book and volume of my brain. 
Unmix’d with baser matter. Yes, by 
heaven I 

O most pernicious woman ! 105 

O villain, villain, smiling, damned villain! 
My tables—meet it is 1 set it down 
That one may smile, and smile, and be a 
villain ; 

At least I am sure it may be so in Denmark. 

IWrifmg. 

So, uncle, there you arc. Now to my word : 
It is ‘ Adieu, adieu ! Remember me *. m 
1 have sworn't. 

Hor. [Within] My lord, my lord ! 

JBnter Horatio and Marckllus. 

Mar. Lord Hamlet! 

Hor. Heavens secure him ! 

Ham, So be it 1 

Mar. lllo, ho, ho, my lord ! 115 

Ham. Hillo, ho, ho, boy ! Come, bird, 
come. 

Mar. How is’t, my noble lord ? 

Hor, What news, my lord 7 

Ham, O, wonderful I 
Hor, Good my lord, tell it. 

Ham. No ; you will reveal it# 

Hor. Not I, my lord, by heaven 1 
Mar, Nor I, my lord. 120 

Ham, How say you, then ; would heart 
of man once think it 7 
But you’ll be secret 7 

Both. Ay, by heaven, my lord I 

Ham, There’s never a villain dwelling in 
all Denmark 

But he’s an arrant knave. 

Hor. There needs no ghost, my lord, come 
from the grave 125 

To tell us this. 

Ham. Why, right; you are in the right; 
And so, without more circumstance at all, 
I hold it fit that we shake hands and part; 
You, as your business and desire shall point 
you— 

For every man hath business and desire, 130 
Such as it is; and for my own poor part, 
lA^ok you, I will go pray. 

Hor, These are but wild and whirling 
words, my lord. 

Ham. I am sorry they offend you, heartily; 
Yes, faith, heartily. 

Hor. There’s no offence, my lord. 135 
Ham. Yes, by Saint Patrick, but there is, 
Horatio, 

And much offence too. Touching this vision 
here— 

It is an honest ghost, that let me tell you. 
For your desire to know what is between us, 
O’ermaster’t as you may. And now, good 
friends, 140 

As you are friends, scholars, and soldiers, 
Give me one poor request. 

Hor. What is’t, my lord 7 We will. 
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Ham, Never make known what you have 
seen to-night. 

Bo<h. My lord, we will not. 

Ham. Nay, but swcar't. 

Hor. In faith, 

My lord, not I. 

Mar. Nor I, my lord, in faith. 146 

Ham, Upon my sword. 

Mar. We have sworn, my lord, already. 

Ham, Indeed, upon my sword, indeed. 

Ghost, ICries under the stage] Swear. 

Ham, Ha, ha, boy ! say'st thou so ? Art 
thou there, truepenny ? i5‘> 

Come on. You hear this fellow in the 
cellarage: 

Consent to swear, 

Hor. Propose the oath, my lord. 

Ham, Never to speak of this that you 
have seen. 

Swear by my sword. 

Ghost, [Beneath] Swear. iss 

Ham, Hie et ubique ? Then we'll shift 
our ground. 

Come hither, gentlemen, 

And lay your hands again upon my sword. 
Swear by my sword 

Never to speak of this that you have heard. 

Giwst [Beneath] Swear, by his sword, i' i 

Ham, Well said, old mole ! Canst work 
i’ th' earth so fast ? 

A worthy pioneer! Once more remove, 
good friends. 

Hor, O day and night, but this is 
wondrous strange! 

Ham, And therefore as a stranger give it 
welcome. I's 

There are more things in heaven and earth, 
Horatio, 

Than are dreamt of in your philosophy. 
But come. 

Here, as before, never, so help you mercy, 
How strange or odd some'er I bear myself— 
As I perchance hereafter shall think meet 
To put an antic disposition on— 17:: 

That you, at such times, seeing me, never 
shall. 

With arms encumb’red thus, or this head- 
shake, 

Or by pronouncing of some doubtful phrase. 
As ‘Well, well, we know ' or ‘ We could, an 
if we would * lyo 

Or ‘ If we list to speak ’ or ‘ There be, an if 
they might' 

Or such ambiguous giving out, to note 
That you know aught of me—this do swear. 
So grace and mercy at your most need help 
you. iso 

Ghosi. [Beneath] Swear. 

Ham, Rest, rest, perturbed spirit! So, 
gentlemen, 

With all my love I do commend me to you ; 
And what so poor a man as Hamlet is 185 
May do t’express his love and friending to 
you. 


[Act 2 

God willing, shall not lack. Let us go in 
together; 

And still your fingers on your lips, 1 pray, 
llie time is out of joint. O cursed spite. 
That ever 1 was born to set it right I 190 
Nay, come, let’s go together. [ExetinL 

ACT TWO 

Scene 1. Elsinore, The house of Polonius, 
Enter Polonius and Reynaldo. 

Pol, Give him this money and these 
notes, Reynaldo. 

Rey, I will, my lord. 

Pol, You shall do marvellous wisely, good 
Reynaldo, 

Before you visit him, to make inquire 
Of his behaviour. 

Rey, My lord, I did intend it. 5 

Pol, Marry, well said ; very well said. 
Look you, sir. 

Enquire me first what Danskers are in 
Paris ; 

And how, and who, what means, and where 
they keep, 

W^hat company, at what expense; and 
finding 

By this encompassment and drift of 
question 10 

That they do know my son, come you more 
nearer 

Than your particular demands will touch it. 
Take you, as ’twere, some distant know¬ 
ledge of him ; 

As thus : ‘ i know’ his father and his friends. 
And in part him '. Do you mark this, 
Reynaldo ? 15 

Rey, Ay, very well, my lord. 

Pol, * And in part him—but ’ you may 
say ‘ not well; 

But if’t be he I mean, he’s very wild ; 
Addicted so and so *; and there put on him 
What forgeries you please ; marry, none so 
rank 30 

As may dishonour him ; take heed of that; 
But, sir, such wanton, wild, and usual slips 
As are companions noted and most known 
To youth and liberty. 

Rey. As gaming, my lord. 

Pol, Ay, or drinking, fencing, swearing, 
quarrelling, 25 

Drabbing—you may go so far. 

Rey, My lord, that would dishonour him. 

Pci, Faith, no ; as you may season it in 
the charge. 

You must not put another scandal on him, 
That he is open to incontinency ; 30 

That’s not my meaning. But breathe his 
faults so quaintly 

That they may seem the taints of liberty ; 
The flash and outbreak of a fiery mind, 

A savageness in unreclaimed blood, 

Of general assault. 
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Scene 1] 

Rey. But, my good lord— 3*5 

PoL Wherefore should you do this ? 
Rey. Ay, my lord, 

I would know that. 

Pol. Marry, sir, here’s my drift. 

And 1 believe it is a fetch of warrant: 

You laying these slight sullies on my son, 
As ’twere a thing a little soil’d wi* th’ work¬ 
ing, -JO 

Mark you, 

Your party in converse, him you would 
sound, 

Having ever seen in the prenominate crimes 
The youth you breathe of guilty, be assur’d 
He closes with you in this consequence— 

' Good sir ' or so, or ‘ friend ’ or ‘ gentle¬ 
man ’ 4 (> 

According to the phrase or the addition 
Of man and countr>^ 

Rey. Very good, my lord. 

Pol. And then, sir, does ’a this—’a docs— 
What was I about to say ? By the mass, 
1 was about to say something ; w’hcie did I 
leave ? 31 

Rey. At ‘ closes in the consequence at 

’ friend or so ’ and ‘ gentleman’. 

Pol. At ‘ closes in the consequence *— 
ay, marry. 

He closes thus : ’ I km'»w the gentleman ; 
1 saw him yesterday, or t’other day, 50 

Or then, or then ; with such, or such : and, 
as you say. 

There was ’a gaming ; there o’ertook in's 
rouse; 

There falling out at tennis ’; or perchance 
‘ I saw him enter such a house of sale ’ (>o 
Videlicet, a brothel, or so forth. See you now 
Your bait of falsehood take this carp of 
truth ; 

And thus do we of wisdom and of reach. 
With windlasses and with assays of bias, (>5 
By indirections find directions out; 

So, by my former lecture and advice. 

Shall you my son. You have me, have you 
not ? 

Rey. My lord, I have. 

Pol. God buy ye ; fare ye w'cll. 

Rey. Good my lord 1 70 

Pol. Observe his inclination in yourself. 
Rey. 1 shall, my lord. 

PoL And let him ply his music. 

Rey. Well, my lord. 

Pol. Farewell! fExrf Reyna'do. 

Enter Ophelia. 

How now, Ophelia 1 What’s the matter? 
Oph. O my lord, my lord, I have been so 
aff righted! 75 

Po\ With what, i’ th’ name of God ? 
Oph. My lord, as I was sewing in my 
closet, 

Lord Hamlet, with his doublet all unbrac’d, 
No hat upon his head, his stockings fouled, 
Ungart’red and down-gyved to his anlde; 


I’ale as his shirt, his knees knocking each 
other, 81 

And with a look so piteous in purport 
As if he had been loosed out of hell 
To speak of horrors—he comes before me. 

Pol. Mad for thy love ? 

Oph. My lord, I do not know. 

But truly 1 do fear it. 

PoL What said he ? 

Oph. He took me by the wrist, and held 
me hard ; 

Then goes he to the length of all his arm, 
And, with his other hand thus o’er his 
brow, 

He falls to such perusal of my face 90 
As ’a would draw it. Long stay’d he so. 

At last, a little shaking of mine arm, 

And thrice his head thus waving up and 
down, 

He rais’d a sigh so piteous and profound 
As it did seem to shatter all his bulk 9*) 
And end his being. That done, he lets me 
go, 

And, with his head over his shoulder turn'd. 
He seem’d to find his way without his eyes ; 
For out adoors he went without their helps 
And to the last bended their light on me. 

PoL Come, go with me. 1 will go seek 
the King. loi 

This is the very ecstasy of love, 

Whose violent property fordoes itself, 

And leads the will to desperate under¬ 
takings 

As oft as any passion under heaven 105 
That does afflict our natures. 1 am sorry— 
What, have you given him any hard words 
of late ? 

Oph. No, my good lord ; but, as you did 
command, 

1 did repel his letters, and denied 
His access to me. 

PoL That hath made him mad. no 

I am sorr^» that with better heed and judg¬ 
ment 

I had not quoted him. I fear’d he did but 
trifle. 

And meant to wreck thee ; but beshrew my 
jealousy ! 

By heaven, it is as proper to our age 114 
To cast beyond ourselves in our opinions 
As it is common for the younger sort 
To lack discretion. Come, go we to the 
King. 

This must be known ; which, being kept 
close, might move 

More grief to hide than hate to utter Icve. 
Come. [Exeunt, j 20 

Scene II. Elsinore. The Castle. 

Flourish. Enter King, Queen, Rosen- 
CRANTZ, Guildenstern, and Attendants. 

King. Welcome, dear Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern! 
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Moreover that we much did long to see you, 
The need we have to use you did provoke 
Our hasty sending. Something have you 
heard 

Of Hamlet's transformation ; so I call it, 5 
Sith nor th* exterior nor the inward man 
Resembles that it was. What it should be. 
More than his father’s death, that thus hath 
put him 

So much from th* understanding of himself, 
I cannot deem of. I entreat you both lo 
That, being of so young days brought up 
with him. 

And sith so neighboured to his youth and 
haviour. 

That you vouchsafe your rest here in our 
court n 

Some little time ; so by your companies 
To draw him on to pleasures, and to gather. 
So much as from occasion you may glean. 
Whether aught to us unknown afflicts him 
thus 

That, open’d, lies within our remedy. 

Queen* Good gentlemen, he hath much 
talk’d of you ; i<> 

And sure I am two men there is not living 
To whom lie more adheres. If it will please 
you 

To show us so much gentry and good will 
As to expend your time with us awhile 
For the supply and profit of our hope. 
Your visitation shall receive such thanks 
As fits a king's remembrance. 

Ros. Both your Majesties 

Might, by the sovereign power you have of 
us. 

Put your dread pleasures more into com¬ 
mand 

Than to entreaty. 

GuiL But we both obey, 29 

And here give up ourselves, in the full bent. 
To lay our service freely at your feet. 

To be commanded. 

King. Thanks, Rosencrantz and gentle 
Guildenstern. 

Queen. 'I’hanks, Guildenstern and gentle 
Rosencrantz. 

And I beseech you instantly to visit 33 
My too much changed son. Go, some of you, 
And bring these gentlemen where Hamlet 
is. 

Guil. Heavens make our presence and 
our practices 

Pleasant and helpful to him. 1 

Queen. Aye amen! 

[Exeunt Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, 
and some Attendants. 

Enter Polonius. 

Pol. Th’ ambassadors from Norway, my 
good lord, 40 

Are joyfully return'd. 

King. Thou still hast been the father of 
good news. 


[Act 2 

Pol. Have I, my lord ? I assure you, my 
good liege, 

I hold my duty, as 1 hold my soul, 44 
Both to my God and to my gracious King; 
And 1 do think—or else this brain of mine 
Hunts not the trail of policy so sure 
As it hath us'd to do—that 1 have found 
The very cause of Hamlet’s lunacy. 

King. O, speak of that; that do 1 long 
to hear. so 

Pol. Give first admittance to th* am¬ 
bassadors ; 

My news shall be the fruit to that great 
feast. 

King. Thyself do grace to them, and 
bring them in. [Exii Polonius. 
He tells me, my dear Gertrude, he hath 
found 

The head and source of all your son’s 
distemper. 55 

Queen. I doubt it is no other but the main, 
His father's death and our o’erhasty 
marriage. 

King. Well, we shall sift him. 

Re-enter Polonius, with Voltemand and 
Cornelius. 

Welcome, my good friends ! 
Say, Voltemand, what from our brother 
Norway ? 

Volt. Most fair return of greetings and 
desires. oo 

Upon our first, he sent out to suppress 
His nephew ’s levies; which to him appear’d 
To be a preparation 'gainst the Polack ; 
But, better look’d into, he truly found 
It was against your Highness. Whereat 
griev’d, 65 

That so his sickness, age, and impotence, 
Was falsely borne in hand, sends out 
arrests 

On Fortinbras ; which he, in brief, obeys ; 
Receives rebuke from Norway; and, in 
fine, 

Makes vow before his uncle never more 70 
To give th’ assay of arms against your 
Majesty. 

Whereon old Norway, overcome with joy. 
Gives him threescore thousand crowns in 
annual fee. 

And his commission to employ those 
soldiers. 

So levied as before, against the Polack ; 75 
With an entreaty, herein further shown, 
[Gives a paper. 
That it might please you to give quiet pass 
Through your dominions for this enterprise. 
On such regards of safety and allowance 
As therein are set down. 

King. It likes us well; 80 

And at our more considered time we'U read, 
Answer, and think upon this business. 
Meantime we thank you for your well-took 
labour. 
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Go to your rest; at night we'll feast 
together. 

Most welcome home! 

[Exeutit Ambassadors and Attendants. 
Pol. This business is well ended. 85 
My liege, and madam, to expostulate 
What majesty should be, what duty is. 
Why day is day, night night, and time Is 
time. 

Were nothing, but to waste night, day, and 
time. 

Therefore, since brevity is the soul of wit, 90 
And tediousness the limbs and outward 
flourishes, 

I will be brief. Your noble son is mad. 
Mad call 1 it; for, to define true madness. 
What is’t but to be nothing else but mad? 
But let that go. 

Queen. More matter with less art. 05 
Pol. Madam, I swear I use no art at all. 
That he's mad, 'tis true : 'tis true 'tis pity ; 
And pity 'tis 'tis true. A foolish figure ! 
But farewell it, for I will use no art. 

Mad let us grant him, then ; and now 
remains 100 

That we find out the cause of this effect; 
Or rather say the cause of this defect, 

For this effect defective comes by cause. 
Thus it remains, and the remainder thus. 
Perpend. 

I have a daughter—have while she is 
mine— 

Who in her duty and obedience, mark. 
Hath given me this. Now gather, and 
surmise. [Keods, 

* To the celestial, and my soul's idol, the 
most beautified Ophelia.’ That's an ill 
phrase, a vile phrase ; ‘ beautified ’ is a vile 
phrase. But you shall hear. Thus: [Reads. 
‘ In her excellent white bosom, these, &c.' 
Queen. Came this from Hamlet to her ? 
Pol. Good madam, stay awhile ; 1 will be 
faithful. [Reads. 

' Doubt thou the stars are fire ; 115 

Doubt that the sun doth move ; 
Doubt truth to be a liar; 

But never doubt I love. 

O dear Ophelia, 1 am ill at these numbers. 
I have not art to reckon my groans ; but 
that I love thee best, O most best, believe 
it. Adieu. 121 

Thine evermore, most dear lady, whilst 
this machine is to him, Hamlet.' 
This, in obedience, hath my daughter 
shown me; 

And more above, hath his solicitings, 123 
As they fell out by time, by means, and 
place, 

All given to mine ear. 

King. But how hath she 

Receiv'd his love ? 

Pol. What do you think of me ? 

King. As of a man faithful and honour¬ 
able. 


Pol. I would fain prove so. But what 
might you think, 130 

When I had seen this hot love on the wing. 
As I perceiv'd it, 1 must tell you that, 
Before my daughter told me—what might 
you, 

Or my dear Majesty your queen here, 
think, 

Xf I had play’d the desk or table-book ; i r, 
Or given my heart a winking, mute and 
dumb; 

Or look’d upon this love with idle sight— 
What might you think ? No, I went round 
to work, 

And my young mistress thus I did bespeak : 

‘ Lord Hamlet is a prince out of thy 
star; 

This must not be'. And then I prescripts 
gave her, 141 

That she should lock herself from his resort, 
Admit no messengers, receive no tokens. 
Which done, she took the fruits of my 
advice; 

And he repelled, a short tale to make, 145 
Fell into a sadness, then into a fast, 

Thence to a watch, thence into a weakness, 
Thence to a lightness, and, by this declen¬ 
sion, 148 

Into the madness wherein now he raves 
And all we mourn for. 

King. Do you think ’tis this ? 

Queen. It may be, very like, 

Pol. Hath there been such a time—I 
would fain know that— 

That I have positively said ‘ Tis so ’, 
When it prov’d otherwise ? 

King. Not that I know. 

Pol. Take this from this, if this be other¬ 
wise. 135 

If circiunstances lead me, I wdll find 
Where truth is hid, tliough it were hid 
indeed 

Within the centre. 

King. How may we try it further ? 
Pol. You know sometimes he walks four 
hours together. 

Here in the lobby. 

Queen. So he does, indeed. 

Pol. At such a time I'll loose my daughter 
to him. 

Be you and 1 behind an arras then; 

Mark the encounter : if he love her not, 
And be not from his reason fall'n thereon. 
Let me be no assistant for a state, X05 
But keep a farm and carters. 

King. We will try it. 

Enter Hamlet, reading on a book. 

Queen. But look where sadly the poor 
wretch comes reading. 

Pol. Away, I do beseech you, both away : 
I'll board him presently. O, give me leave. 

[Exeunt King and Queen. 
How does my good Lord Hamlet ? i;o 
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Ham, Well, God-a-mcrcy, 

Pol. Do you know me, my lord ? 

Ham. Excellent well; you arc a fish¬ 
monger. 

Pol. Not I, my lord. 

Ham. Then I would you were so honest 
a man. ir5 

Pol. Honest, my lord ! 

Ham. Ay. sir ; to be honest, as this world 
goes, is to be one man pick'd out of ten 
thousand. 

Pol. That’s very true, my lord. 170 

Ham. For if the sun breed maggots in a 
dead dog, being a good kissing carrion— 
Have you a daughter ? 

Pol. I have, my lord. 

Ham. Let her not walk i* th’ sun. 
Conception is a blessing. But as your 
daughter may conceive—friend, look to’t. 

Pol. How say you by mat ? [Aside] Still 
harping on my daughter. Yet he knew me 
not at first; ’a said I was a fishmonger. 
’A is far gone, far gone. And truly in my 
youth I suflf’red much extremity for love. 
Very near this. I'll speak to him again.— 
W^hat do you read, my lord ? i<jo 

Ham. Words, words, words. 

Pol. Wliat is the matter, my lord ? 

Ham. Between who ? 

Pol. 1 mean, the matter that you read, 
my lord. 104 

Ham. Slanders, sir; for the satirical 
rogue says here that old men have grey 
beards ; that their faces are wrifiklcd; 
their eyes purging thick amber and plum- 
tree gum ; and that they have a plentiful 
lack of wit, together with most weak hams 
-—all which, sir, though 1 most powerfully 
and potently believe, yet 1 hold it not 
honesty to have it thus set down ; for you 
yourself, sir, shall grow old as I am, if, like 
a crab, you could go backw'ard. 

Pol. iAside] 'riiough this be madness, yet 
there is method in’t.—W^ill you w alk out of 
the air, rny lord ? 

Ham. Into my grave ? 

Pol. Indeed, that's out of the air. f Aside] 
How pregnant sometimes his replies are ! a 
happiness that often madness hits on, 
which reason and sanity could not so 
prosperously be delivered of. I will leave 
him, and suddenly contrive the means of 
meeting between him and my daughter. 
—My lord, 1 will take my leave of you. 213 
Ham. You cannot, sir, take from me any¬ 
thing that I will more willingly part withal 
—except my life, except my life, except my 
life. 216 

Enier Rosencrantz attd Guildenstern. 

Pol. Fare you well, my lord. 

Ham. These tedious old fools 1 
Pol. You go to seek the Lord Hamlet; 
there he is. 
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Ros. [To Polonius] God save you, sir! 

(Exif Polonius, 
Guil. My honour’d lord I 221 

Ros. My most dear lord ! 

Ham. My excellent good friends 1 How 
dost thou, Guildenstern ? Ah, Rosen¬ 
crantz .’ Good lads, how do you both ? 2„>5 
Ros. As the indifferent children of the 
earth. 

Guil. Happy in that we are not over- 
happy ; 

On fortune's cap we are not the very 
button. 

Ham. Nor the soles of her shoe ? 

Ros. Neither, my lord. 230 

Ham. 'I'hen you live about her waist, or 
in the middle of her favours ? 

Guil. Faith, her privates we. 

Ham. In the secret parts of Fortune ? O, 
most true; she is a strumpet. What news ? 

Ros. None, my lord, but that the world’s 
grow n honest. 236 

Ham. Then is doomsday near. But your 
news is not true. Let me question more in 
particular. What have you. my good 
friends, deserved at the hands of Fortune, 
that she sends you to prison hither ? .40 

Gm 7 . Prison, my lord ! 

Ham. Denmark’s a prison. 

Ros. Then is the world one. 

Ham, A goodly one ; in which there are 
many confines, wards, and dungeons, Den¬ 
mark being one o’ th’ worst. 246 

Ros. We think not so, my lord. 

Ham. Why, then, 'tis none to you ; for 
there is nothing cither good or bad, but 
thinking makes it so. To me it is a prison. 

Ros. Why, then your ambition makes it 
one ; 'tis too narrow for your mind. 252 
Ham. O God, 1 could be bounded in a 
nutshell and count myself a king of infinite 
pace, were it not that I have bad dreams. 

Guil. Which dreams indeed are ambition; 
for the very substance of the ambitious is 
merely the shadow of a dream. 25» 

Ham. A dream itself is but a shadow. 
Ros. Truly, and I hold ambition of so airy 
and light a quality that it is but a shadow’s 
shadow. 261 

Ham. Then are our beggars bodies, and 
our monarchs and outstretch’d heroes the 
beggars’ shadows. Shall we to th’ court ? 
for, by my fay, I cannot reason. 

Both. Wc'll wait upon you. 265 

Ham. No such matter. I will not sort you 
w ith the rest of my servants ; for, to speak 
to you like an honest man, I am most 
dreadfully attended. But, in the beaten 
way of friendship, what make you at 
Elsinore ? 

Ros. To visit you, my lord; no other 
occasion. 270 

Ham, Beggar that I am, 1 am even poor 
in thanks; but 1 thank you; and sure, 
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dear friends, my thanks are too dear a half¬ 
penny. Were you not sent for ? Is it your 
own inclining ? Is it a free visitation ? 
Come, come, deal justly with me. Come, 
come ; nay, speak. 275 

GttiL What should we say, my lord ? 

Ham* Why any thing. But to th' pur¬ 
pose : you were sent for ; and there is a 
kind of confession in your looks, which 
your modesties have not craft enough to 
colour; 1 know the good King and Queen 
have sent for you. 

Ros. To what end, my lord ? 

Ham. That you must teach me. But let 
me conjure you by the rights of our fellow¬ 
ship, by the consonancy of our youth, by 
the obligation of our ever-preserved love, 
and by what more dear a better proposer 
can charge you withal, be even and direct 
with me, whether you were sent for or no ? 

Ros. lAstde lo Guildensierni What say 
you 

Ham. [Aside] Nay, then, I have an eye 
of you.—If you love me, hold not off. 

Guil. My lord, we were sent for. 

Ham. 1 will tell you why ; so shall my 
anticipation prevent your discovery, and 
your secrecy to the King and Queen moult 
no feather. I have of late—but wherefore 
I know not—lost all my mirth, forgone all 
custom of exercises ; and indeed it goes so 
heavily with my disposition that this 
goodly frame, the earth, seems to me a 
sterile promontory ; this most excellent 
canopy the air, look you, this brave over¬ 
hanging firmament, this majestical roof 
fretted with golden fire—why, it appeareth 
no other thing to me than a foul and 
pestilent congregation of vapours. What a 
piece of work is a man! How noble in 
reason 1 how' infinite in faculties ! in form 
and moving, how express and admirable! 
in action, how like an angel I in apprehen¬ 
sion, how like a god ! the beauty of the 
world I the paragon of animals I And yet, 
to me, what is this quintessence of dust ? 
Man delights not me—no, nor woman 
neither, thougli by your smiling you seem 
to say so. 3o.> 

Ros. My lord, there was no such stuff in 
my thoughts. 

Ham. Why did ye laugh, then, when I 
said * Man delights not me ’ ? 

Ros. To think, my lord, if you delight not 
in man. what lenten entertainment the 
players shall receive from you. We coted 
them on the way; and hither are they 
coming to offer you service. 3^^ 

Ham. He that plays the king shall be 
welcome—his Majesty shall have tribute 
on me; the adventurous knight shall use 
his foil and target; the lover shall not sigh 
gratis; the humorous man shall end his 
part in peace ; the clown shail make those 


laugh whose lungs are tickle a’ th* sere; 
and the lady shall say her mind freely, or 
the blank verse shall halt for’t. What 
players are they ? 3.'.3 

Ros. Even those you were wont to take 
such delight in—the tragedians of the 
city. 

Ham. How chances it they travel ? Their 
residence, both in reputation and prolit, 
was better both ways. 

Ros. 1 think their inhibition comes by the 
means of the late innovation. 3 ‘ ^ 

Ham. Do they hold the same estimation 
they did when 1 was in the city ? Are they 
so followed ? 

Ros. No, indeed, are they not. 

Ham. How comes it ? Do they grow 
rusty ? M3 

Ros. Nay, their endeavour keeps in the 
wonted pace; but there is, sir, an eyrie of 
children, little eyases, that cry out on the 
top of question, and are most tyrannically 
clapp'd for't. These are now the fashion, 
and so be rattle the common stages—so 
they call them—that many wearing rapiers 
are afraid of goose quills and dare scarce 
come thither. 340 

Ham. What, are they children ? Vk'ho 
maintains 'em ? How are they escoted ? 
Will they pursue the quality no longer than 
they can sing ? Will they not say after¬ 
wards, if they should grow themselves to 

common players—as it is most like, if 
their means are no better—their wTiters do 
them WTong to make them exclaim against 
their own succession ? :u7 

Ros. Faith, there has been much to-do on 
botli sides ; and the nation holds it no sin 
to tarre them to controversy. There was 
for a while no money bid for argument, 
unless the poet and the player went to cuffs 
in the question. 35^ 

Ham. Is’t possible ? 

Guil. O, there has been much throwing 
about of brains. 355 

Ham. Do the boys carry it aw^ay ? 

Ros. Ay, that they do, my lord— 
Hercules and his load too. 

Ham. It is not very strange; for my 
uncle is King of Denmark, and those that 
would make mows at him while my father 
lived give twenty, forty, fifty, a hundred 
ducats apiece for his picture in little. 

'Sblood, there is something in this more 

than natural, if philosophy could find it out, 

[A flourish. 

Guil. There are the players. v s 

Ham. Gentlemen, you are welcome to 
Elsinore, Your hands, come then; th’ appur¬ 
tenance of welcome is fashion and ceremony. 
Let me comply with you in this garb ; lest 
my extent to the players, which, I tell you, 
must show fairly outw^ards, should more 
appear like entertainment than yours. You 
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are welcome. But my uncle-father and 
aunt-mother are deceived. 37 

Gad. In what, my dear lord ? 

Ham. I am but mad north-north-west 
when the wind is southerly I know a hawk 
from a handsaw'. 375 

Re-enter Polonius. 

Pol. Well be with you, gentlemen! 

Ham. Hark you. Guildenstern, .and you 
too—at each car a hearer : that great baby 
you sec there is not yet out of his swaddling 
clouts. 

Ros. Happily he is the second time come 
to them ; tor they say an old man is twice 
a child. 3S 

Ham. 1 w ill prophesy he conics to tell me 
of the players ; mark it. You say right 
sir : a Monday morning ; 'tw as then indeed. 
Pol. My lord, 1 have news to tell you, 3^5 
Ham. My lord, I have news to tell you. 
When Roscius was an actor in Rome— 
Pol. The actors are come hither, my lord. 
Ham. Buzz, buzz! 

Pol. Upon my honour— 3;c 

Hflm. Then came each actor on his ass— 
Pol. The best actors in the world, either 
for tragedy, comedy, history, pastoral, 
pastoral-comical, historical-pastoral, tragi¬ 
cal-historical, tragical-comical-historical- 
pastoral, scene individable, or poem un¬ 
limited. Seneca cannot be too heav^^ nor 
Plautus too light. For the law of writ and 
the liberty, these are the only men. 39 
Ham. O Jephthah, judge of Israel, what 
a treasure hadst thou ! 

Pol. What a treasure had he, my lord ? 
Ham. Why— 401 

* One fair daughter, and no more, 

The which he loved passing well 
Pol. [Aside] Still on my daughter. 

Ham. Am I not i’ th* right, old Jephthah? 
Pol. If you call me Jephthah, my lord, I 
have a daughter that I love passing well. 
Ham. Nay, that follows not, 

Pol. What follows then, my lord ? 

Ham. Why— 410 

* As by lot, God W'ot' 
and then, you know, 

‘ It came to pass, as most like it was 
The first row of the pious chanson will show 
you more ; for look where my abridgement 
comes. 415 

Enter the Players. 

You are welcome, masters ; welcome, all,— 

1 am glad to see thee well.—Welcome, good 
friends.—O, my old friend ! Why thy face is 
valanc’d since 1 saw thee last; com'st thou 
to heard me in Denmark ?—What, my 
young lady and mistress I ByT lady, your 
ladyship is nearer to heaven than when 1 
saw you last by the altitude of a chopine. 
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Pray God, your voice, like a piece of un- 
current gold, be not crack'd within the 
ring.—Masters, you are all welcome. We'll 
e’en to't like French falconers, fly at any¬ 
thing w'c see. We'll have a speech straight. 
Come, give us a taste of your quality; 
come, a passionate speech. 

1 Play, What speech, my good lord ? 4^7 
Ham. 1 heard thee speak me a speech 
once, but it was never acted ; or, if it was, 
not above once; for the play, I remember, 
pleas'd not the million; 'twas caviary to 
the general. But it was—as I received it, 
and others whose judgments in such 
matters cried in the top of mine—an 
excellent play, well digested in the scenes, 
set down w^ith as much modesty as cunning. 
1 remember one said there were no sallets 
in the lines to make the matter savoury, 
nor no matter in the phrase that might 
indict the author of affectation; but call'd it 
an honest method, as wholesome as sweet, 
and by very much more handsome than 
fine. One speech in it 1 chiefly lov'd; 'twas 
iEneas' tale to Dido ; and thereabout of it 
especially where he speaks of Priam's 
slaughter. If it live in your memory, begin 
at this line—let me sec, let me see : 443 

' The rugged Pyrrhus, like th’ Hyrcanian 
beast,' 

'Tis not so ; it begins with Pyrrhus. 445 

* The rugged Pyrrhus, he whose sable arms, 
Black as liis purpose, did the night re¬ 
semble 

When he lay couched in the ominous 
horse. 

Hath now this dread and black com¬ 
plexion smear'd 

With heraldry more dismal; head to 
foot 450 

Now is he total gules, horridly trick'd 
With blood of fathers, mothers, daughters, 
sons. 

Bak’d and impasted with the parching 
streets, 

That lend a tyrannous and damned light 
To their lord's murder. Roasted in wrath 
and fire, 455 

And thus o'er-sized with coagulate gore, 
With eyes like carbuncles, the hellish 
Pyrrhus 

Old grandsire Priam seeks.' 

So proceed you. 

Pol. Fore God, my lord, well spokeh, 
with good accent and good discretion. 461 
1 Play- ‘Anon he finds him 

Striking too short at Greeks ; his antique 
sword, 

Rebellious to his arm, lies where it faUs, 
Repugnant to command. Unequal match'd, 
Pyrrhus at Priam drives, in rage strikes 
wide; 466 
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But with the whiff and wind of his fell 
sword 

Th’ unnerved father falls. Then senseless 
Ilium, 

Seeming to feel this blow, with flaming top 
Stoops to his base, and with a hideous crash 
Takes prisoner Pyrrhus* car. For, lo! his 
sword, 471 

Wliich was declining on the milky head 
Of reverend Priam, sccm*d 1 * th* air to stick. 
So, as a painted tyrant, Pyrrhus stood 
And, like a neutral to his will and matter, 
Did nothing. 47 •• 

Blit as we often see, against some storm, 

A silence in the heavens, the rack stand 
still. 

The bold winds speechless, and the orb 
below 

As hush as death, anon the dreadful 

thunder 4 '^^ 

Doth rend the region; so, after Pyrrhus* 
pause, 

A roused vengeance sets him new a-work; 
And never did the Cyclops’ hammers fall 
On Mars’s armour, forg'd for proof cterne. 
With less remorse than Pyrrhus* bleeding 
sword 

Now falls on Priam. 

Out, out, thou strumpet, Fortune ! All you 
gods, 

In general synod, take away her power; 
Break all the spokes and fellies from her 
wheel. 

And bowl the round nave down the hill 
of heaven, 49 <' 

As low as to the fiends.’ 

Pol, This is too long. 

Ham, It shall to the barber's, with your 
beard. Prithee say on. He’s for a jig, or a 
tale of bawdry, or he sleeps. Say on ; come 
to Hecuba. 495 

1 Play, ' But who, ah, who had seen the 
mobled queen—* 

Ham, * The mobled queen * ? 

Pol, Tliat’s good ; ‘ mobled queen * is 
good. 

1 Play, * Run barefoot up and down, 
threat’ning the flames 499 

With bisson rheum ; a clout upon that head 
Where late the diadem stood, and for a robe. 
About her lank and all o’er-teemed loins, 

A blanket, in the alarm of fear caught up— 
Who this had seen, with tongue in venom 
steep’d, 

’Gainst Fortune’s state would treason have 
pronounc’d. 505 

But if the gods themselves did see her then. 
When she saw Pyrrhus make malicious 
sport 

In mincing with his sword her husband’s 
limbs. 

The instaht burst of clamour that she 
made— 509 

Unless things mortal move them not at all— 


Would have made milch the burning eyes of 
heaven. 

And passion in the gods,’ 

Pol, Look whe'er he has not turn’d his 
colour, and has tears in’s eyes. Prithee no 
more. 514 

Ham, ’Tis well; I’ll have thee speak out 
the rest of this soon.—Good my lord, will 
you see the players well bestowed ? Do 
you hear: let them be well used ; for 
they are the abstract and brief chronicles 
of the time; after your death you w^ere 
better have a bad epitaph than their ill 
report wdiilc you live. ; .0 

Pol, My lord, I will use them according 
to their desert. 

Ham, God’s bodykins, man, much better. 
Use every man after his desert, and who 
shall scape whipping ? Use them after 
your own honour and dignity: the less 
they deserve, the more merit is in your 
bounty. Take them in. 527 

Pol, Come, sirs. 

Ham, Follow him, friends. We’ll hear a 
play to-morrow. Dost thou hear me, old 
friend; can you play ‘ The Murder of 
Gonzago ’ ? 

1 Play. Ay, my lord. is 3? 

Ham, We’ll ha’t to-morrow^ night. You 
could, for a need, study a speech of some 
dozen or sixteen lines w'hich 1 would set 
down and insert in’t. could you not ? 

1 Play, Ay, my lord. 537 

Ham, Very well. Follow that lord j and 
look you mock him not. [Exeunf Poloniws 
and Players] My good friends, 1*11 leave you 
till night. You are welcome to Elsinore. *^40 
Ros. Good my lord ! 

[Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, 
Ham. Ay, so God buy to you ! Now 1 am 
alone. 

O, what a rogue and peasant slave am I! 

Is it not monstrous that this player here. 
But in a fiction, in a dream of passion, 545 
Could force his soul so to his own conceit 
That from her working all his visage 
w^ann’d; 

Tears in his eyes, distraction in’s aspect, 

A broken voice, and his whole function 
suiting 

With forms to his conceit ? And all for 
nothing! 

For Hecuba I 

What’s Hecuba to him or he to Hecuba, 
That he should weep for her ? What would 
he do, 

Had he the motive and the cue for passion 
That I have ? He would drown the stage 
with tears, ?55 

And cleave the general ear with horrid 
speech; 

Make mad the guilty, and appal the free. 
Confound the ignorant, and amaze indeed 
The very faculties of eyes and ears. 
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Yet I, 560 

A dull and muddy-mettrd rascal, peak. 
Like John-a-drcams, unpregnant of my 
cause, 

And can say nothing ; no, not for a king 
Upon whose property and most dear life 
A damn’d defeat was made. Am I a 
coward ? 5^' 

Who calls me villain, breaks my pate across. 
Plucks off my beard and blows it in my face. 
Tweaks me by the nose, gives me the lie i’ 
th’ throat 

As deep as to the lungs ? Who does me 
this ? 

Hal 57 

'Swounds, I should take it; for it cannot be 
But I am pigeon -1 iver'd and lack gall 
To make oppression bitter, or ere this 
1 should ‘a fatted all the region kites 
With this slave’s offal. Bloody, bawdy 
villain! 575 

Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kind¬ 
less villain I 
O, vengeance! 

Why, what an ass am I! This is most 
brave. 

That I, the son of a dear father murder'd. 
Prompted to my revenge by heaven and 
hell, 

Must, like a whore, unpack my heart with 
words. 

And fall a-cursing like a very drab, 

A scullion I Fie upon’t! foh ! 

About, my brains. Hum—I have heard 
That guilty creatures, sitting at a play, 
Have by the very cunning of the scene 
Been struck so to the soul that presently 
They have proclaim'd their malefactions: 
For murder, though it have no tongue, will 
speak 

With most miraculous organ. I’ll have 
these players 

Play something like the murder of my 
father 

Before mine uncle. I'll observe his looks ; 
I'll tent him to the quick. If 'a do blench, 
I know my course. The spirit that I have 
seen 594 

May be a devil; and the devil hath power 
T' assume a pleasing shape; yea, and 
perhaps 

Out of my weakness and my melancholy. 

As he is very potent with such spirits. 
Abuses me to damn me. I’ll have grounds 
More relative than this. The play’s the 

thing uoo 

Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the 
King. [Exit, 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Elsinore. The Castle. 

Enter King, Queen, Polonius, Ophelia, 
Rosencrantz, and Guildenstern. 
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King. And can you by no drift of con¬ 
ference 

Get from him w'hy he puts on this confusion, 
Grating so harshly all his days of quiet 
With turbulent and dangerous lunacy ? 
Ros. He does confess he feels himself 
distracted, 5 

But from what cause 'a will by no means 
speak. 

Guil. Nor do we find him forward to be 
sounded; 

But, with a crafty madness, keeps aloof 
When w-e would bring him on to some con¬ 
fession 

Of his true state. 

Queen. Did he receive you well ? 10 
Ros. Most like a gentleman. 

Guil. But with much forcing of his 
disposition. 

Ros. Niggard of question ; but of our 
demands 

Most free in his reply. 

Queen. Did you assay him 

To any pastime ? i s 

Ros. Madam, it so fell out that certain 
players 

We o*er-raught on the way. Of these wc 
told him ; 

And there did seem in him a kind of joy 
To hear of it. They are here about the 
court, 

And, as I think, they have already order 20 
This night to play before him. 

Pol. 'Tis most true ; 

And he beseech'd me to entreat your 
Majesties 

To hear and see the matter. 

King. With all my heart; and it doth 
much content me 

To hear him so inclin’d. 25 

Good gentlemen, give him a further edge. 
And drive his purpose into these delights. 
Ros. We shall, my lord. 

[Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 
King. Sweet Gertrude, leave us too ; 
For we have closely sent for Hamlet hither. 
That he, as 'twere by accident, may here 3<> 
Affront Ophelia. 

Her father and myself—lawful espials— 
Will so bestow ourselves that, seeing un¬ 
seen. 

We may of their encounter frankly judge, 
And gather by him, as he is behav’d, 35 
If't be th' affliction of his love or no 
That thus he suffers for. 

Queen. 1 shall obey you ; 

And for your part, Ophelia, I do wish 
That your good beauties be the happy cause 
Of Hamlet’s wildness ; so shall 1 hope your 
virtues 40 

Will bring him to his wonted way again. 

To both your honours. 

Oph. Madam, I wish it may. 

[Exit Queen. 
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Pol. Ophelia, walk you here.—Gracious, 
so please you, 

We will bestow ourselves.—Read on this 
book; 44 

That show of such an exercise may colour 
Your loneliness.—We are oft to blame in 
this : 

'Tis too much prov’d, that with devotion’s 
visage 

And pious action we do sugar o’er 
The devil himself. 

King . [Aside] O, *tis too true ! 

How smart a lash that speech doth give my 
conscience! 5*' 

The harlot’s cheek, beautied with plast’ring 
art. 

Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it 
Than is my deed to my most painted word. 
O heavy burden ! 54 

Pol. 1 hear him coming ; let’s withdraw, 
my lord. [HxeuHl King and Polonitis. 

Enter IIamli-t. 

Ham. To he, or not to be—that is the 
question ; 

Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
'1 he slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles. 
And by opposing end them ? To die, to 
sleep— 60 

No more ; and by a sleep to say we end 
The heart-ache and the thousand natural 
shocks 

That flesh is heir to. ’Tis a consummation 
Devoutly to be wish’d. To die, to sleep ; 

To sleep, perchance to dream. Ay, there’s 
the rub ; (>5 

T’or in that sleep of death what dreams may 
come. 

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 
Must give us pause. There’s the respect 
That makes calamity of so long life ; 

For who would bear the whips and scorns 

of time, 70 

Th’ oppressor’s WTong, the proud man’s 

contumely, 

The pangs of despis’d love, the law’s delay. 
The insolence of office, and the spurns 
That patient merit of th’ unworthy takes. 
When he himself might his quietus make 75 
With a bare bodkin ? Who would these 
fardels hear, 

To grunt and sweat under a weary life. 

But that the dread of something after 
death— 

The undiscover’d country, from w'hose 
bourn 

No traveller returns—puzzles the will, 80 
And makes us rather bear those ills we 
have 

Than fly to others that we know not of ? 
Thus conscience does make cowards of us 
all; 

And thus the native hue of resolution 


Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of 
thought, ^3 

And enterprises of great pitch and moment. 
With this regard, their currents turn awry 
And lose the name of action.—Soft you 
now ! 

The fair Ophelia.—Nymph, in thy orisons 
Be all my sins rememb’red. 

Oph. Good my lord, 

How docs your honour for this many a day? 

Ham. 1 humbly thank you; well, well, 
well. 

Oph. My lord, 1 have remembrances of 
yours 

That I have longed long to re-delivcr. 

I pray you now receive them. 

Ham. No, not I ; 05 

I never gave you aught. 

Oph. My honour’d lord, you know right 
well you did, 

And with them words of so sweet breath 
compos'd 

As made the things more rich ; their 
perfume lost, go 

Take these again ; for to the noble mind 
Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove un¬ 
kind. 

I here, my lord. 

Ham. Ha, ha I Are you honest ? 

Oph. My lord ? 

Ham. Are you fair ? 105 

Oph. What means your lordship ? 

Ham. That if you be honest and fair, 
your honesty should admit no discourse to 
your beauty. 

Oph. Could beauty, my lord, have better 
commerce than with honesty ? no 

Ham. Ay, truly ; for the power of beauty 
will sooner transform honesty from what it 
is to a bawd than the force of honesty can 
translate beauty into his likeness. This 

was sometime a paradox, but now the time 
gives it proof. 1 did love you once. ns 

Oph. Indeed, my lord, you made me 
believe so. 

Ham. You should not have believ'd me ; 
for virtue cannot so inoculate our old stock 
but we shall relish of it. 1 loved you not. 

Oph. I was the more deceived. j :o 

Ham. Get thee to a nunnery. Why 
wouldst thou be a breeder of sinners ? I am 
myself indifferent honest, but yet 1 could 
accuse me of such things that it were better 
my mother had not borne me : I am very 
proud, revengeful, ambitious ; with more 
offences at my beck than I have thoughts 
to put them in, imagination to give them 
shape, or time to act them in. What should 
such fellows as I do crawling between earth 
and heaven ? Wc are arraiit knaves, all; 
believe none of us. Go thy ways to a 
nunnery. W^here’s your father ? 130 

Oph. At home, my lord. 

Ham. Let the doors be shut upon him, 
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that he may play tlie fool nowhere but in’s 
own house. Farewell. 

Oph. O, help him, you sweet heavens ! *34 
Ham. If thou\lv>st marry. I’ll give thee 
this plague for thy dowry; be thou as 
chaste as ice, as pure as snow, thou shalt 
not escape calumny. Get thee to a nunnery, 
go, farewell. Or, iif thou wilt needs marry, 
marry a fool; for wise men know well 
enough what monsters you make of them. 
To a nunnery, go; and quickly too. 
Farewell. ‘i* 

Oph. O heavenly powers, restore him ! 
Ham. I have heard of your paintings too, 
well enough ; God hath given you one face, 
and you make yourselves another. You 
jig and amble, and you lisp, and nickname: 
God’s creatures, and make your w^anton-; 
ness your ignorance. Go to. I’ll no morel 
on’t; it hath made me mad. I say we w ill j 
have no moe marriage: those that are j 
married already, all but cr.e, shall live;' 
the rest shall keep as they are. To a 
nunnery, go. [H.rh. 

Oph. O, what a noble mind is here o’er- 
thrown I 1 

The courtier’s, soldier's, scholar's, eye, 
tongue, sword ; 

Th’ expectancy and rose of the fair state, 
The glass of fashion and the mould of 
form, 

Th' observ'd of all observers—quite, quite 
down! 

And I, of ladies most deject and wretched, 
That suck'd the honey of his music vows. 
Now see that noble and most sovereign 
reason, 

Like sweet bells jangled, out of time and 
harsh; 

That unmatch'd form and feature of blown 
youth 

Blasted with ecstasy. O, woe is me n»o 
T' have seen what 1 have seen, see what 
I see! 

Rc-enler King and Polonius. 

King. Love ! His affections do not that 
way tend; 

Nor what he spake, though it lack'd form a 
little. 

Was not like madness. There's something 
in his soul 

O’er which his melancholy sits on brood ; 
And I do doubt the hatch and the disclose 
Will be some danger ; which to prevent 
1 have in quick determination 
Thus set it down : he shall with speed to 
England 

For the demand of our neglected tribute. 
Haply the seas and countries different, 
Witli variable objects, shall expel 
This something-settled matter in his heart 
Whereon his brains still beating puts him 
thus I 
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From fashion of himself. What think you 
on't ? 175 

Pol. It shall do w'cll. But yet do I believe 
The origin and commencement of his grief 
Sprung from neglected love. How now, 
Ophelia I 

You need not tell us what Lord Hamlet 
said; 

We heard it all. My lord, do as you please ; 
But if you hold it fit, after the play tsi 
Let his queen mother all alone entreat him 
To show his grief. Let her be round with 
hhn ; 

And ru be plac'd, so please you, in the car 
Of all their conference. If she find him not, 
To England send him; or confine him 
where 

Your wisdom best shall think. 

King. It shall be so : 

Madness in great ones must not unwatch’d 
go. IFxeuui. 

Scene II. Elsinore. The Castle. 

Enter Hamlet and three of the Players. 

Ham. Speak the speech, 1 pray you, as I 
pronounc'd it to you, trippingly on the 
tongue ; but if you mouth it, as many of 
our players do, I had as lief the town-crier 
spoke my lines. Nor do not saw the air too 
much with your hand, thus, but use all 
gently; for in the very torrent, tempest, 
and, as 1 may say, whirlwind of your 
passion, you must acquire and beget a 
temperance that may give it smoothness. 
O, it offends me to the soul to hear a 
robustious periwig-pated fellow tear a 
passion to tatters, to very rags, to split the 
cars of the groundlings, who, for the most 
part, are capable of nothing but inexplicable 
dumb shows and noise. I would have such 
a fellow whipp'd for o'erdoing Termagant; 
it out-hcrods Herod. Pray you avoid it. 14 
1 Play. I warrant your honour. 

Ham. Be not too tame neither, but let 
your own discretion be your tutor. Suit the 
action to the word, the word to the action ; 
with this special observance, that you o'er- 
step not the modesty of nature; for any¬ 
thing so o'erdone is from the purpose of 
playing, whose end, both at the first and 
now, was and is to hold, as 'twere, the 
mirror up to nature; to show virtue her 
own feature, scorn her own image, and the 
very age and body of the time his form and 
pressure. Now, this overdone or come tardy 
off, though it makes the unskilful laugh, 
cannot but make the judicious grieve ; the 
censure of the which one must, in your 
allowance, o'erweigli a whole theatre of 
others. O, there be players that I liave seen 
play—and heard others praise, and that 
highly—not to speak it profanely, that, 
neither having th' accent of Christians, nor 
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the gait of Christian, pagan, nor man, have 
so strutted and bellowed that 1 have 
thought some of Nature's journeymen had 
made men, and not made them well, they 
imitated humanity so abominably, 3 t 
1 Play, I hope we have reform’d that 
indifferently with us, sir. 

Ham, O, reform it altogether. And let 
those that play your clowns speak no more 
than is set down for them ; for there be of 
them that will themselves laugh, to set on 
some quantity of barren spectators to laugh 
too, though in the meantime some necessary 
question of the play be then to be con¬ 
sidered. That’s villainous, and shows a most 
pitiful ambition in the fool that uses it. 
Go, make you ready. [Exeunt Players, 

Enter PoLONius, Rosencrantz, and 
OUILDENSTERN. 

How now, my lord ! Will the King hear this 
piece of work ? 45 

Pol, And the Queen too, and that pres¬ 
ently. 

Ham, Bid the players make haste. 

[Exit Polonins, 

Will you two help to hasten them ? 

Ros, Ay, my lord. [Exeunt they two. 
Ham. What, ho, Horatio ! 50 

Enter Horatio. 

Hor. Here, sweet lord, at your service. 
Ham. Horatio, thou art e’en as just a 
man 

As e'er ray conversation cop'd withal. 

Hor, O my dear lord I 
Ham, Nay, do not think I flatter; 

For what advancement may 1 hope from 
thee, 55 

That no revenue hast but thy good spirits 
To feed and clothe thee ? Why should the 
poor be flatter’d ? 

No, let tlie candied tongue lick absurd 
pomp, 

And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee 
Where thrift may follow fawning. Dost 
thou hear ? «>o 

Since my dear soul was mistress of her 
choice 

And could of men distingiush her election, 
Sh’hath seal’d thee for herself; for thou 
hast been 

As one, in suff’ring all, that suffers nothing ; 
A man that Fortune's buffets and rewards < 5 
Hast ta’en with equal thanks; and blest 
are those 

Whose blood and judgment arc so well 
comeddled 

That they are not a pipe for Fortune's finger 
To sound what stop she please. Give me 
that man 

That is not passion’s slave, and I will wear 
him 70 

In my heart’s core, ay, in my heart of heart, 


As I do thee. Something too much of this. 
There is a play to-night before the King ; 
One scene of it comes near the circumstance 
Which I have told thee of my father’s death. 
I prithee, when thou seest that act afoot. 
Even with the very comment of thy soul 
Observe my uncle. If his occulted guilt 
Do not itself unkennel in one speech. 

It is a damned ghost that we have seen, be 
And my imaginations are as foul 
As Vulcan’s stithy. Give him heedful note ; 
For 1 mine eyes will rivet to his face; 

And, after, we will both our judgments join 
In censure of his seeming. 

Hor. Well, my lord. 85 

If 'a steal aught the whilst this play is 
playing. 

And scape detecting, I will pay the theft. 

Enter trumpets atid kettledrums, Danish 
march, Sound a flourish. Enter King, 
Qiteen, Polonies, Ophelia, Rosen- 
CRANTZ, Guildenstern, and other Lords 
attendant, with the Guard carrying torches. 

Ham, They are coming to the play; 1 
must be idle. 

Get you a place. 

K ing. How fares our cousin Hamlet ? 9^ 
Ham, Excellent, i' faith ; of the chame¬ 
leon’s dish. I eat the air, promise-cramm’d; 
you cannot feed capons so. 

King, I have nothing with this answer, 
Hamlet; these words are not mine. 94 
Ham. No, nor mine now. [To Polontus] 
My lord, you play’d once i' th’ university, 
you say ? 

Pol, That did I, my lord, and was ac¬ 
counted a good actor. 

Ham, What did you enact ? 9 / 

Pol. I did enact Julius Cajsar; I was 
kill’d i’ th' Capitol; Brutus kill’d me. 

Ham, It was a brute part of him to kill 
so capital a calf there. Be the players 
ready ? 

Ros, Ay, my lord ; they stay upon your 
patience. 

Queen, Come hither, my dear Hamlet, sit 
by me. 105 

Ham, No, good mother; here’s metal 
more attractive. 

Pol, [To the King] O, ho I do you mark 
that ? 

Ham, Lady, shall I lie in your lap ? 

[Lying down at Ophelia*s feet, 
Oph, No, my lord. u)9 

Ham, 1 mean, ray head upon your lap ? 
Oph, Ay, my lord. 

Ham. Do you think I meant country 
matters ? 

Oph, I think nothing, my lord. 

Ham, That’s a fair thought to lie between 
maids* legs. 

Oph, What is, my lord ? u5 

Ham, Nothing. 
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Oph. You are merry, my lord. 

Ham, Who, I ? 

Oph. Ay, my lord. 119 

Ham, O God, your only jig-maker! What 
should a man do but be merry ? For look 
you how cheerfully my mother looks, and 
my father died within's two hours. 

Oph. Nay, 'tis twice two months, my 
lord. 

Ham. So long ? Nay then, let the devil 
wear black, for I'll have a suit of sables. O 
heavens ! die two months ago, and not 
forgotten yet ? Then there’s hope a great 
man’s memory may outlive his life half a 
year; but, by'r lady, 'a must build 
churches, then ; or else shall 'a suffer not 
thinking on, with the hobby-horse, whose 
epitaph is ' For O, for O, the hobby-horse 
is forgot! ’ i:,o 

The trumpet sounds. Hautboys play. The 
Dumb Show enters. 

Enter a King and a Queen, lery lovingly ; 
the Queen embracing him and he her. She 
kneels, and makes show of proiesiation 
unto him. He takes her up, and declines 
his head upon her neck. He lies him down 
upon a bank of flowers ; she, seeing him 
asleep, leaves him. Anon comes in a 
Fellow, takes off his crown, kisses it, 
pours poison in the sleeper*s ears, and 
leaves him. The Queen returns ; finds the 
King dead, and makes passionate action. 
The Poisoner, with some two or three 
Mutes, comes in again, seeming to condole 
with her. The dead body is carried away. 
The Poisoner woos the Queen with gifts : 
she seems harsh awhile, but in the end 
accepts his love. [Exeunt. 

Oph, What means this, my lord ? 

Ham. Marry, this is miching mallecho; 
it means mischief. 

Oph. Belike this show imports the argu¬ 
ment of the play, i 

Enter Prologue. 

Ham. We shall know by this fellow : the 
players cannot keep counsel; they'll tell 
all. 

Oph. Will 'a tell us what this show 
meant ? i ?** 

Ham. Ay, or any show that you will show 
him. Be not you asham’d to show, he’ll 
not shame to tell you what it means. 14 j 
Oph. You are naught, you arc naught. 
I'll mark the play. 

Pro. For us, and for our tragedy. 

Here stooping to your demency, H5 
W’e beg your hearing patiently, [Exit. 
Ham. Is this a prologue, or the posy of 
a ring ? 

Oph. 'Tis brief, my lord. 

Ham, As woman's love. 


Enter the Player King and Queen. 

P. King. Full thirty times hath Phcebtis* 
cart gone round 150 

Heptune*s salt %vash and Tellus* orbed 
ground. 

And thirty dozen moons with borrowed sheen 
About the world have times twelve thirties 
been, 

Since love our hearts and Hymen did our 
hands 

Unite comutual in most sacred bands. J55 
P. Queen. So many journeys may the sun 
and moon 

Make us again count o*er ere lote be done ! 
Bui, woe is me, you are so sick of late, 

So far from cheer and from your former state. 
That 1 distrust you. Yet, though 1 distrust. 
Discomfort you, my lord, it nothing must; 
For ivomcn fear too much even as they love. 
And women’s fear and love hold quantity. 

In neither aught, or in extremity. 

Now, what my love is, proof hath made you 
know ; 

And as my love is siz'd, my fear is so. n)5 
Where love is great, the litilest doubts are fear ; 
Where little fears grow great, great love groivs 
there. 

P. King. Faith, I musf leave thee, love, and 
sliortly too : los 

My operant powers their functions leave to do; 
And thou shali live in this fair world behind. 
Honour’d, belov’d ; and haply one as kind 
For husband sitalt thou — 

P. Queen. O, confound the rest I 

Such love must needs be treason in my breast. 
In second husband let me be accurst ! 174 

None wed ike second but who kill’d the first. 
Ham. That’s worm^vood, wormwood. 

P. Queen. The instances that second 
marriage move 

Are base respects of thrift, but none of love. 

A second time I kill my husband dead, 

When second husband kisses me in bed. jSo 
P. King. I do believe you think what now 
you speak ; 

But what we do determine oft we break. 
Purpose is but the slave to memory, 

Of violent birth, but poor validity ; 

Which now, the fruit unripe, sticks on the 
tree ; i«5 

But fall unshaken when they mellow he. 

Most necessary ’tis that we forget 
To pay ourselves what to ourselves is debt. 
What to ourselves in passion we propose. 

The passion ending, doth the purpose lose, lyo 
The violence of either grief or joy 
Their own enactures with themselves destroy. 
Where joy most revels grief doth most lament ; 
Grief joys, joy grieves, on slender accident. 
This world is not for aye ; nor ’tis not strange 
That even our loves should with our fortunes 
change; 196 

For ’tis a question left us yet to prove. 
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Scene 2] 


Whether love lead fortune or else fortune love. 
The great man down, you mark his favourite 
flies; Kjij 

The poor advanc*d makes friends of enemies. 
And hitherto doth loi>e on fortune tend ; 

For ivho not needs shall never lack a friend, 
And who in want a hollow friend doth try. 
Directly seasons him his enemy. 

But, orderly to end where 1 begun, 205 

Our wills and fates do so contrary run 
That our devices still are overthroivn ; 

Our thoughts are ours, their ends none of our 
own. 

So think thou wilt no second hi4sband wed ; 
Bui die thy thoughts when thy first lord is 
de^. 

P. Qtu'en. Nor earth to me give food, nor 
heaven light. 

Sport and repose lock from me day and 
night, 

To desperation turn my trust and hope. 

An anchor's cheer in prison be my scope. 
Each opposite that blanks the face of joy ’15 
Meet what I would have well, and it destroy. 
Both here and hence pursue me lasting strife. 
If, once a widow, ever I be wife ! 

Ham. If she should break it now ! 

P. King. "I is deeply sworn. Sweet, leave 
me here awhile ; 

Mv spirits grow dull, and fain I would 
beguile 

The tedious day with sleep. [Sleeps. 

P. Queen. Sleep rock thy brain, 

And never come misclmnce between us twain ! 

[Exit. 

Ham. Madam, how like you this play ? 
Queen. The lady doth protest too much, 
methinks. 

Ham. O, but sheTl keep her word. 

King. Have you heard the argument? Is 
there no offence in’t ? 

Ham. No, no ; they do but jest, poison 
in jest; no offence i' th’ world. 230 

King. What do you call the play ? 

Ham. ‘ The Mouse-trap/ Marry, how ? 
Tropically. This play is the image of a 
murder done in Vienna: Gonzago is the 
duke’s name ; his wife, Baptista. You shall 
see anon. ’Tis a knavish piece of work; 
but what of that ? Your Majesty, and we 
that have free souls, it touches us not. Let 
the galled jade wince, our withers are 
unwrung. 

Enter Lucianus. 

This is one Lucianus, nephew to the King. 

Opli, You are as good as a chorus, my 
lord. 2 3<> 

Ham. I could interpret between you and 
your love, if 1 could sec the puppets 
dallying. 

Oph. You are keen, my lord, you are keen. 
Ham. It would cost you a groaning to 
take off mine edge. 


Oph. Still better, and worse. 243 

Ham. So you mis-take your husbands.— 
Begin, murderer ; pox, leave thy damnable 
faces and begin. Come ; the croaking raven 
doth bellow for revenge. 

Luc. Thoughts black, hands apt, drugs fit, 
and time agreeing : 249 

Confederate season, else no creature seeing ; 
Thou mixture rank, of midnight weeds 
collected. 

With HecaVs ban thrice blasted, thrice 
infected, 

Thy natural magic and dire property 
On wholesome life usurps immediately. 254 
[Pours the poison in his ears. 
Ham. *A poisons him i’ th’ garden for his 
estate. His name’s Gonzago. The story is 
extant, and wTitten in very choice Italian. 
You shall see anon how the murderer gets 
the love of Gonzago's wife. 

Oph. The King rises. 

Hunt. What, frighted with false fire ! 2O0 
Queen. How fares my lord ? 

Pol. Give o’er the play. 

K ing. Give me some light. Away I 
Pol. Lights, lights, lights I 

[Exeunf all but Hamlet and Horatio. 
Ham. Why, let the strucken deer go 
w’eep, 265 

The hart ungalled play ; 

For some must watch, while some 
must sleep; 

Thus nins the world away. 26H 
Would not this, sir, and a forest of feathers 
—if the rest of my fortunes turn Turk with 
me—with two Provincial roses on my raz’d 
shoes, get me a fellowship in a cry of players, 
sir ? 

Hor. Half a share. 

Ham. A whole one, I. 274 

For thou dost know, O Damon dear. 
This realm dismantled was 
Of Jove himself; and now reigns 
here 

A very, very—paiock. 

Hor. You might have rhym’d. 

Ham. O good Horatio, I’ll take the 
ghost’s word for a thousand pound. Didst 
perceive ? 281 

Hor. Very well, my lord. 

Ham. Upon the talk of the poisoning. 
Hor. I did very well note him. 

Ham. Ah, ha I Come, some music. Come, 
the recorders. 

For if the King like not the comedy. 
Why, then, belike he likes it not, perdy. 
Come, some music. 

Re-enter Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 

Guil. Good my lord, vouchsafe me a 
word with you. 290 

Ham. Sir, a whole history. 

Guil. The King, sir— 

Ham. Ay, sir, what of him ? 
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(Juil. Is, in his retirement, marvellous 
distempered. 

Ham, With drink, sir ? 295 

Guil, No, my lord, rather with choler. 
Ham, Your wisdom should show itself 
more richer to sip:nify this to his doctor; 
for for me to put him to his purgation 
would perhaps plunge him into far more 
choler. 

Guil. Good my lord, put your discourse 
into some frame, and start not so wildly 
frv^m my afiair. 3or 

Ham. 1 am tame, sir. Pronounce. 

Guil. The Queen, your mother, in most 
great affliction of spirit, hath sent me to 
you. 

Ham. You are welcome. 3^‘S 

Guil. Nay, good my lord, this courtesy is 
not of the right breed. If it shall please you 
to make me a wholesome answ*er, I will 
do your mother's commandment; if not, 
your pardon and my return shall be the end 
of my business, 3*0 

Ham. Sir, 1 cannot. 

Ros. What, my lord ? 

Ham. Make you a wholesome answer; 
my wit’s diseas'd. But, sir, such answer 
as I can make, you shall command; or 
rather, as you say, my mother. Therefore 
no more, but to the matter: my mother, 
you say— 

Ros. Then thus she says : your behaviour 
hath struck her into amazement and 
admiration. 

Ham. O wonderful son, that can so 
stonish a mother! But is there no sequel 
at the heels of this mother’s admiration ? 
Impart. 3-’i 

Ros, She desires to speak with you in her 
closet ere you go to bed. 

Ham. We shall obey, w'cre she ten times 
our mother. Have you any further trade 
with us ? 325 

Ros. My lord, you once did love me. 
Ham. And do still, by these pickers and 
stealers. 

Ros. Good my lord, what is your cause 
of distemper ? You do surely bar the door 
upon your own liberty, if you deny your 
griefs to your friend. 330 

Ham. Sir, I lack advancement. 

Ros. How can that be, when you have 
the voice of the King himself for your 
succession in Denmark ? 333 

Ham. Ay, sir, but ' While the grass 
grows '—the proverb is something musty. 

Re-enter the Players, with recorders. 

O, the recorders! Let me see one. To i 
withdraw with you—why do you go about, 
to recover the wind of me, as if you would 
drive me into a toil ? 

Guil O my lord, if my duty be too bold, 
my love is too unmannerly. 340 j 
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Ham. 1 do not well understand that. Will 
you play upon this pipe ? 

Guil My lord, 1 cannot. 

Ham. I pray you, 

Guil Believe me, I cannot, 345 

Ham. I do beseech you. 

Guil 1 know no touch of it, my lord. 
Ham. It is as easy as lying ; govern these 
ventages with your fingers and thumb, 
give it breath with your mouth, and it will 
discourse most eloquent music. Look you, 
these are the stops. 351 

Guil But these cannot I command to 
any utterance of harmony ; I have not the 
skill. 333 

Ham. Why, look you now, how unworthy 
a thing you make of me ! You would play 
upon me; you would seem to know my 
stops ; you would pluck out the heart of 
my mystery; you would sound me from 
my lowest note to the top of my compass ; 
and there is much music, excellent voice, 
in this little organ, yet cannot you make it 
speak. 'Sblood, do you think 1 am easier 
to be play’d on than a pipt? ? Call me 
w'hat instrument you will, though you can 
fret me, yet you cannot play upon me. 

Re-enter Polonius. 

God bless you, sir 1 

Pol kiy lord, the Queen would speak 
with you, and presently. 3<’.s 

Ham. Do you see yonder cloud that’s 
almost in shape of a camel ? 

Pol By th’ mass, and 'tis like a camel 
indeed. 

Ham. Methinks it is like a weasel. 

Pol. It is back’d like a weasel. 370 

Ham. Or like a whale ? 

Pol Very like a whale. 

Ham. Then I will come to my mother by 
and by. [Asidel They fool me to the top 
of my bent.—I will come by and by. 375 
Pol 1 will say so. fExit Polonius. 

Ham. ' By and by ' is easily said. Leave 
me, friends. [Exeunt all but Hamlet. 
'Tis now the very witching time of night. 
When churchyards yawn, and hell itself 
breathes out 

Contagion to this world. Now could I drink 
hot blood, 3«o 

And do such bitter business as the day 
Would quake to look on. Soft! now to my 
mother. 

O heart, lose not thy nature; let not 
ever 

The soul of Nero enter this firm bosom. 

Let roe be cruel, not unnatural: 385 

I will speak daggers to her, but use none. 
My tongue and soul in this be hypo¬ 
crites— 

How in my words somever she be shent, 

To give them seals never, my soul, consent! 
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Scene 111. Elsinore. The CasUe. 
Enter King, Rosencrantz, and Ggildkn- 

STERN. 

King. I like him not; nor stands it safe 
with us 

To let his madness range. Therefore pre¬ 
pare you; 

I your commission will forthwith dispatch. 
And he to England shall along with you. 
The terms of our estate may not endure 5 
Hazard so near’s as doth hourly grow 
Out of his brows. 

Guil , We will ourselves provide. 

Most holy and religious fear it is 
Fo keep those many many bodies safe 
That live and feed upon your Majesty. 10 
Hos. The single and peculiar life is bound 
With all the strength and armour of the 
mind 

To keep itself from noyance; but much 
more 

That spirit upon whose weal depends and 
rests ^ I 

The lives of many. The cease of majesty 
Dies not alone, but like a gulf doth draw 
What’s near it with it. It is a massy wheel, 
Fix’d on the summit of the highest mount, 
To whose huge spokes ten thousand lesser 
things 

Are mortis’d and adjoin’d ; which when it 
falls, -o 

Each small annexment, petty consequence, 
Attends the boist’rous ruin. Never alone 
Did the king sigh, but with a general groan. 
King. Arm you, I pray you, to this 
speedy voyage; 

For we will fetters put about this fear, ^5 
Which now goes too free-footed. 

Ros. We will haste us. 

lExeuni Roscncrantz and GuUdenstern. 

Enter Polonius. 

Pol. My lord, he’s going to his mother’s 
closet. 

Behind the arras I’ll convey myself 
To hear the process. I’ll warrant she’ll tax 
him home; 

And, as you said, and wisely was it said, 30 
’Tis meet that some more audience than a 
mother, 

Since nature makes them partial, should 
o’erhear 

The speech, of vantage. Fare you well, my 
liege. 

I’ll call upon you ere you go to bed, 34 
And tell you what I know. 

King, Tlianks, dear my lord. 

[Exit Polonius. 
O, my offence is rank, it smells to heaven ; 
It hath the primal eldest curse upon’t— 

A brother’s murder I Pray can 1 not, 
Though inclination be as sharp as will. 39 


HAMLET 

My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent, 
And, like a man to double business bound, 
I stand in pause where 1 shall first begin, 
And both neglect. What if this cursed hand 
Were thicker than itself with brother’s 
blood, 

Is there not rain enough in the sweet 
heavens 3 

To wash it white as snow ? Whereto .serves 
mercy 

But to confront the visage of offence ? 

And what’s in prayer but this twofold 
force. 

To be forestalled ere we come to fall. 

Or pardon'd being down ? Then I’ll look 
up; SO 

My fault is past. But, O, what form of 
prayer 

Can serve my turn ? ‘ Forgive me my foul 
murder ’! 

Fhat cannot be ; since I am still possess’d 
Of those effects for which 1 did the mur¬ 
der— 

My crown, mine own ambition, and my 
queen. 55 

May one be pardon’d and retain th' oflence? 
In the corrupted currents of this world 
OlTence’s gilded hand may shove by justice; 
And oft ’tis seen the wicked prize itself 
Buys out the law'. But *tis not so above : 60 
There is no shuffling ; there the action lies 
In his true nature ; and we ourselves coin- 
pell'd. 

Even to the teeth and forehead of our 
faults, 

To give in evidence. What then ? What 
rests ? 64 

Try what repentance can. What can it not ? 
Yet what can it when one can not repent ? 
O wretched state I O bosom black as 
death I 

O limed soul, that, struggling to be free. 
Art more engag’d! Help, angels. Makeassay: 
Bow, stubborn knees; and, heart, with 
strings of steel, 70 

Be soft as sinews of the new-born babe. 
All may be well. [Refires and kneels. 

Enter Hamlet. 

Ham. Now might I do it pat, now ’a is 
a-praying; 

And now I’ll do’t—and so ’a goes to 
heaven. 

And so am 1 reveng’d. That would be 
scann'd: 75 

A villain kills my father; and for that, 
1 , his sole son, do this same villain send 
To he?;ven. 

Why, this is hire and salary, not revenge. 
’A took my father grossly, full of bread, so 
With all his crimes broad blown, as flush as 
May; 

And how his audit stands who knows save 
heaven ? 
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But in our circumstance and course of 
thought 

Tis heavy with him ; and am I then 
reveng’d 

To take him in the purging of his soul, 

When he is fit and season’d f^or his passage ? 

No. 

Up, sword, and know thou a more horrid 
hent. 

When he is drunk asleep, or in his rage ; 

Or in th’ incestuous pleasure of his bed ; 90 

At game, a-swearing, or about some act 

That has no relish of salvation ln*t—- 

Then trip him, that his heels may kick at 
heaven, 

And that his soul may be as damn’d and 
black 

As hell, whereto it goes. My r'cther stays. 

This physic but prolongs thv sickly days, 

[Exit. 

King* [Rising] My words fly up, my 
thoughts remain below. 

Words without thoughts never to heaven 
go. [Exit. 

Scene IV. The Queen’s closet. 

Enter Queen and Polonius. 

PoL ‘A will come straight. Look you lay 
home to him; 

Tell him his pranks have been too broad to 
bear with, 

And that your Grace hath screen’d and 
stood between 

Much heat and him. I’ll silence me even 
here. -1 

Pray you be round with him. 

Ham. [Within] Mother, mother, mother ! 

Queen. I’ll warrant you. Fear me not. 

Withdraw, I hear him coming, 

[Polonius goes behind the arras* 

Enter Hamlet. 

Ham. Now% mother, what's the matter ? 

Queen. Hamlet, thou hast thy father 
much offended. 

Ham* Mother, you have my father much 
offended. 10 

Queen. Come, come, you answer with an 
idle tongue. 

Ham. Go, go, you question with a wicked 
tongue. 

Queen. Why, how now, Hamlet I 

Ham. What's the matter now ? 

Queen. Have you forgot me ? 

Ham. No, by the rood, not so ; 

You are the Queen, your husband's 
brother’s wife ; 15 

And—would it were not so I—you arc my 
mother. 

Queen. Nay then. I’ll set those to you 
that can speak. 

Ham. Come, come, and sit you down; 
you shall not budge. 


[Act 3 

You go not till I set you up a glass 19 
Where you may see the inmost part of you. 
Queen. What wilt thou do ? I’hou wilt 
not murder me ? 

Help, help, ho ! 

Pol. [Behind] What, ho! help, help, help! 
Ham. [Drait's] How now I a rat ? 

Dead, for a ducat, dead ! [Kills Polonius 
with a pass through the arras. 
Pol. [Behind] O, I am slain ! 

Queen. O me, what hast thou done ? 
Ham. Nay, I know not: 

Is it the King ? 

Queen. O, what a rash and bloody deed is 
this ! 

Ham. A bloody deed !—almost as bad, 
good mother. 

As kill a king and marry with his brother. 
Queen. As kill a king! 

Ham. Ay, lady, it was my word. 3<> 
[Parting (he air as. 
Thou wretched, rash, intruding fool, fare¬ 
well ! 

I took thee for thy better. Take thy 
fortune ; 

Thou find’st to he too busy is some danger* 
Leave wringing of your hands. Peace ; sit 
you down, 34 

And let me wring your heart; for so 1 shall. 
If it be made of penetrable stuff ; 

If damned custom have not braz’d it so 
That it be proof and bulwark against sense. 
Queen. What have I done that thou dar’st 
w^ag thy tongue 
In noise so rude against me ? 

Ham. Such an act 40 

That blurs the grace and blush of modesty ; 
Calls virtue hypocrite; takes off the rose 
From the fair forehead of an innocent love. 
And sets a blister there ; makes marriage- 
vows 

As false as dicers’ oaths. O, such a deed 45 
As from the body of contraction plucks 
The very soul, and sweet religion makes 
A rhapsody of words. Heaven's face does 
glow 

O'er this solidity and compound mass 49 
With heated visage, as against the doom— 
Is thought-sick at the act. 

Queen. Ay me, what act. 

That roars so loud and thunders in the 
index ? 

Ham. Look here upon this picture and on 
this. 

The counterfeit presentment of two 
brothers. 54 

See what a grace was seated on this brow ; 
Hyperion's curls; the front of Jove 
himself; 

An eye like Mars, to threaten and command; 
A station like the herald Mercury 
New lighted on a heaven-kissing hill— 

A combination and a form indeed 60 
Where every god did seem to set his seal, 
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To give the world assurance of a man. 

This was your husband. Look you now 
what follows : 

Here is your husband, like a mildew’d ear 
Blasting his wholesome brother. Have you 
eyes ? 

Could you on this fair mountain leave to 
feed. 

And batten on this moor ? Ha ! have you 
eyes ? 

You cannot call it love ; for at your age 
The heyday in the blood is tame, it’s 
humble, 

And waits upon the judgment; and what 
judgment 70 

Would step from this to this ? Sense, sure, 
you have, 

Else could you not have motion ; but sure 
that sense 

Is apoplex’d ; for madness would not err, 
Nor sense to ecstasy was ne’er so thraH’d 
But it reserv’d some quantity of choice 7:> 
To serve in such a difference. What devil 
was’t 

That thus hath cozen'd you at hoodman- 
blind ? 

Eyes without feeling, feeling without sight, 
Ears without hands or eyes, smelling sans 
all, 

Or but a sickly part of one true sense Ko 
C ould not so mope. O shame ! where is thy 
blush ? 

Rebellious hell, 

If thou canst mutine in a matron’s bones, 
To flaming youth let virtue be as wax 
And melt in her own fire; proclaim no 
shame 

When the compulsive ardour gives the 
charge, 

Since frost itself as actively doth burn. 
And reason panders will. 

Queen, O Hamlet, .speak no more ! 

'I’hou turn’st my eyes into my very soul; 
And there I see such black and grained 
spots yo 

As will not leave their tinct. 

Ham. Nay, but to live 

In the rank sw'eat of an enseamed bed, 
Stew’d in corruption, honeying and making 
love 

Over the nasty sty ! 

Queen. O, speak to me no more ! 

These words like daggers enter in my ears ; 
No more, sweet Hamlet. 

Ham. A murderer and a villain I 

A slave that is not twentieth part the tithe 
Of your precedent lord ; a vice of kings ; 

A cutpurse of the empire and the rule, fw 
That from a shelf the precious diadem stole 
And put it in his pocket! 

Queen. No more I 

Enter Ghost. 

Ham. A king of shreds and patches— 


Save me, and hover o’er me with your 
wings, 

You heavenly guards ! What would your 
gracious figure ? 

Queen. Alas, he's mad ! 105 

Ham. Do you not come your tardy son to 
chide, 

That, laps’d in time and passion, lets go by 
Th* important acting of your dread com¬ 
mand ? 

O. say ! 

Ghost. Do not forget; this visitation no 
Is hut to whet thy almost blunted purpose. 
But look, amazement on thy mother sits. 
O, step between her and her fighting soul! 
Conceit in weakest bodies strongest works. 
Speak to her, Hamlet. 315 

Ham. How is it with you, lady ? 

Queen. Alas, how is't with you. 

That you do bend your eye on vacancy. 
And with th' incorporal air do hold 
discourse ? 

Forth at your eyes your spirits wildly peep ; 
And, as the sleeping soldiers in th’ alarm, 
Your bedded hairs like life in excrements 
Start up and stand an end. O gentle son, 
Upon the heat and flame of thy distemper 
Sprinkle cool patience! Whereon do you 
look ? 

Ham. On him, on him ! Look you how 
pale he glares. 125 

His form and cause conjoin’d, preaching to 
stones, 

Would make them capable.—Do not look 
upon me, 

Lest with this piteous action you convert 
My stern effects ; then what 1 have to do 
Will want true colour—tears perchance for 
blood. 330 

Queen. To whom do you speak this ? 

Ham. Do you see nothing there ? 

Queen. Nothing at all; yet all that is 
1 sec. 

Ham. Nor did you nothing hear ? 

Queen. No, nothing but ourselves. 

Ham. Why, look you there. Look how it 
steals aw'ay. 

My father, in his habit as he liv'd! 135 

Look where he goes even now out at the 
portal. Ghost. 

Queen. This is the very coinage of your 
brain. 

This bodiless creation ecstasy 
Is very cunning in. 

Ham. Ecstasy! 

My pulse as yours doth temperately keep 
time, no 

And makes as healthful music. It is not 
madness 

That I have utt’red. Bring me to the test. 
And 1 the matter will re-word which 
madness 

Would gambol from. Mother, for love of 
grace, 
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Lay not that flattering unction to your 
soul, I <5 

That not your trespass but my madness 
speaks: 

It will but skin and film the ulcerous place. 
Whiles rank corniption, mining all within, 
Infects unseen* Confess yourself to heaven; 
Repent what’s past; avoid what is to come; 
And do not spread the compost on the 
weeds, 15* 

To make them ranker. Forgive me this my 
virtue; 

For in the fatness of these pursy times 
Virtue itself of vice must pardon beg, 

Yea, curb and woo for leave to do him good. 

Queen, O Hamlet, thou hast cleft my 
heart in twain. 

Ham, O, throw away the worser part 
of it. 

And live the pqrer with the other half. 
Good night—but go not to my uncle’s bed ; 
Assume a virtue, if you have it not. 

That monster custom, who all sense doth 
eat, 

Of habits devil, is angel yet in this. 

That to the use of actions fair and good 
He likewise gives a frock or livery 
That aptly is put on. Refrain to-night; 165 
And that shall lend a kind of easiness 
To the next abstinence; the next more 
easy; 

For use almost can change the stamp of 
nature. 

And either curb the devil, or throw him 
out. 

With wondrous potency. Once more, good 
night; 170 

And when you are desirous to be blest. 

I’ll blessing beg of you. For this same lord 
I do repent; but Heaven hath pleas’d 
it so, 

To punish me with this, and this with me. 
That 1 must be their scourge and minister. 
I will bestow him, and will answer well 
The death I gave him. So, again, good 
night. 

I must be cruel only to be kind ; 

Thus bad begins and worse remains behind. 
One word more, good lady. 

Queen, What shall I do ? x8o 

Ham, Not this, by no means, that I bid 
you do: 

Let the bloat King tempt you again to bed ; 
Pinch wanton on your check ; call you his 
mouse; 

And let him, for a pair of reechy kisses. 

Or paddling in your neck with his damn’d 
fingers, 185 

Make you to ravel all this matter out. 

That I essentially am not In madness. 

But mad in craft. ’Twere good you let him 
know; 

For who that’s but a queen, fair, sober, 
wise. 


Would from a paddock, from a bat, a gib. 
Such dear concernings hide ? Who would 
do so ? 191 

No, in despite of sense and secrecy. 

Unpeg the basket on the house’s top. 

Let the birds fly, and, like the famous ape. 
To try conclusions, in the basket creep 195 
And break your own neck down. 

Queen, Be thou assur’d, if words be made 
of breath 

And breath of life, I have no life to breathe 
What thou hast said to me. 

Ham, I must to England ; you know 
that ? 

Queen, Alack, 200 

I had forgot. ’Tis so concluded on. 

Ham, There’s letters seal’d; and my two 
school-fellows, 

Whom I will trust as I will adders fang'd— 
They bear the mandate; they must sweep 
my way 2«4 

And marshal me to knaver>\ Let it work ; 
For ’tis the s^rt to have the engineer 
Hoist with his own petar; and’t shall go 
hard 

But I will delve one yard below their mines 
And blow them at the moon. O, *tis most 
sweet z(v; 

When in one line two crafts directly meet. 
This man shall set me packing, 
ru lug the guts into the neighbour room. 
Mother, good night. Indeed, this coun¬ 
sellor 

Is now most still, most secret, and most 
grave, 

Who w'as in life a foolish prating knave. 215 
Come, sir, to draw toward an end with you. 
Good night, mother. [Exeunt severally ; 

Hamlet tugging in Polonius, 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Elsinore. The Castle, 

Enter King, Queen, Rosencrantz, and 
Guildenstern. 

King, There’s matter in these sighs, these 
profound heaves. 

You must translate ; ’tis fit we understand 
them. 

Where is your son ? 

Queen. Bestow this place on us a little 
while. 

[Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, 
Ah, mine own lord, what have I seen to¬ 
night I 5 

King. What, Gertrude ? How does 
Hamlet ? 

Queen. Mad as the sea and wind, when 
both contend 

Which is the mightier. In his lawless fit, 
Behind the arras hearing something stir. 
Whips out his rapier, cries * A rat, a rat I * 
And in this brainish apprehension kills it 
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Scene 1] 

The unseen good old man« 

King. O heavy deed ! 

It had been so with us had we been there. 
His liberty is full of threats to all— 

To you yourself, to us, to every one. 15 
Alas, how shall this bloody deed be 
answer'd ? 

It will be laid to us, whose providence 
Should have kept short, restrain'd, and out 
of haunt. 

This mad young man. But so much was our 
love, 

We would not understand what was most 

fit; 20 

But, like the owner of a foul disease, 

To keep it from divulging, let it feed 
Even on the pith of life. Where is he gone ? 

Queen. To draw apart the body he hath 
kill'd; 2,1 

O'er whom his very madness, like some ore 
Among a mineral of metals base, 

Shows itself pure: 'a weeps for w'hat is 
done. 

King. O Gertrude, come away ! 

The sun no sooner shall the mountains 
touch 

But we will ship him hence; and this vile 
deed 30 

We must with all our majesty and skill 
Both countenance and excuse. Ho, 
Guildenstern! 

Re-enier Roskncrantz and GuiLoriNSTERN. 

Friends, both go join you with some further 
aid: 

Hamlet in madness hath Polonius slain, 
And from his mother’s closet hath he 
dragg’d him; 35 

Go seek him out; speak fair, and bring the 
body 

Into the chapel. 1 pray you haste in this. 

[Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 
Come, Gertrude, weTl call up our wisest 
friends 

And let them know both what we mean to 
do 

And what’s untimely done; so haply 
slander— 40 

Whose whisper o’er the world's diameter. 
As level as the cannon to his blank. 
Transports his pois’ned shot—may miss our 
name. 

And hit the woundless air. O, come away ! 
My soul is full of discord and dismay. »5 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II. Elsinore. The Castle. 

Enter Hamlet. 

Ham. Safety stow’d. 

Gentlemen. [Within] Hamlet'. Lord Ham¬ 
let! 

Ham, But soft! What noise ? Who calls 
on Hamlet ? O, here they come I 

35 


Enter Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 

Ros. What have you done, my lord, with 
the dead body ? ^ 

Ham. Compounded it with dust, whereto 
'tis kin. 

Ros. Tell us where 'tis, that we may take 
it thence 

And bear it to the chapel. 

Ham. Do not believe it. 

Ros. Believe what ? 10 

Ham. That I can keep your counsel, and 
not mine own. Besides, to be demanded 
of a sponge—what replication should be 
made by the son of a king ? 13 

Ros. Take you me for a sponge, my lord ? 
Ham. Ay, sir ; that soaks up the King’s 
countenance, his rew’ards, his authorities. 
But such officers do the King best service 
in the end : he keeps them, like an ape an 
apple in the corner of his jaw; first mouth'd, 
to be last swallowed ; when he needs what 
you have glean’d, it is but squeezing you 
and, sponge, you shall be dry again. 3 > 
Ros. I understand you not, my lord. 
Ham. I am glad of it; a knavish speech 
sleeps in a foolish ear. 

Ros. My lord, you must tell us where the 
body is, and go with us to the King. 25 
Ham. The body is with the King, but the 
King is not with the body. The King is a 
thing— 

Guil. A thing, my lord I 
Ham. Of nothing. Bring me to him. 
Hide fox, and all after. [Exeunt. 30 

Scene III. Elsinore. The Castle. 
Enter King, attended. 

King. I have sent to seek him, and to find 
the body. 

How dangerous is it that this man goes 
loose! 

Yet must not we put the strong law on 
him: 

He’s lov'd of the distracted multitude, 
Who like not in their judgment but their 
eyes; 5 

And where 'tis so, th' offender’s scourge is 
weigh'd. 

But never the offence. To bear all smooth 
and even. 

This sudden sending him away must seem 
Deliberate pause. Diseases desperate 
grown 

By desperate appliance are reliev’d, 10 
Or not at all. 

Enter Rosencrantz. 

How now ! what hath befall'n ? 
Ros. Where the dead body is bestow’d, 
my lord, 

We cannot get from him. 

King. But where is he ? 
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Kos. Without, my lord; guarded, to 
know your pleasure. 

King. Bring him before us. 15 

Ros. Ho, Guildenstern 1 bring in the lord. 

Enter Hamlet and Guildenstern. 

King, Now, Hamlet, where’s Polonius ? 

Ham, At supper. 

King. At supper ! Where ? 10 

Ham. Not where he eats, but where *a is 
eaten; a certain convocation of politic 
worms are e’en at him. Your worm is your 
only emperor for diet: we fat all creatures 
else to fat us, and we fat ourselves for 
maggots; your fat king and your lean 
beggar is but variable service—two dishes, 
but to one table. That’s the end. 

King. Alas, alas! 

Ham. A man may fish with the worm that 
hath eat of a king, and eat of the fish that 
hath fed of that w^rm. 

King. What dost rhou mean by this ? 

Ham. Nothing but to show you how a 
king may go a progress through the guts 
of a beggar. u 

K ing. Where is Polonius ? 

Ham. In heaven ; send thither to sec ; if 
your messenger find him not there, seek him 
i’ th’ other place yourself. But if, indeed, 
you find him not within this month, you 
shall nose him as you go up the stairs into 
the lobby. 

King [To AlUndants] Go seek him there. 

Ham. ’A will stay till you come. 

[Exeiml Attendants. 

King. Hamlet, this deed, for thine 
especial safety— 40 

Which we do tender, as we dearly grieve 
For that which thou hast done—must send 
thee hence 

With fiery quickness. Therefore prepare 
thyself; 

The bark is ready, and the wind at help, »1 
Th’ associates tend, and everything is bent 
For England. 

Ham. For England I 

King. Ay, Hamlet. 

Ham. Good! 

King. So is it, if thou knew’st our 

purposes. 

Ham. I see a cherub that sees them. 
But, come ; for England ! Farewell, dear 
mother. 

King. Thy loving father, Hamlet. 50 

Ham. My mother ; father and mother is 
man and wife; man and wife is one flesh; and 
so, my mother. Come, for England. lExif. 

King. Follow him at foot; tempt him 
with speed aboard ; 54 

Delay it not; I'll have him hence to-night. 
Away ! for everything is seal’d and done 
That else leans on th’ affair. Pray you 
make haste. 

[Exeunt all but the King. 


[Act 4 

And, England, if my love thou hold’st at 
aught— 

As my great power thereof may give thee 
sense, 

Since yet thy cicatrice looks raw and red 60 
After the Danish sword, and thy free awe 
Pays homage to us—thou mayst not coldly 
set 

Our sovereign process; which imports at 
full, 

By letters congruing to that effect, 

The present death of Hamlet. Do it, 
England: <>5 

For like the hectic in my blood he rages. 
And thou must cure me. Till 1 know ’tis 
done, 

Howe’er my haps, my joys were ne’er 
begun. [Exit. 

Scene IV. A plain in Denmark. 

Enter Fortinbras with his Army over the 
stage. 

Fort. Go, Captain, from me greet the 
Danish king. 

Tell him that by his licence Fortinbras 
Craves the conveyance of a promis'd march 
Over his ki.ngdom. You know the rendez¬ 
vous. 

If that his Majesty would aught with us, 5 
Wc shall express our duty in his eye; 

And let him know so. 

Cap. I will do’t, my lord. 

Fort. Go softly on. 

[Exeunt all hut the Captain. 

Enter Hamlet, Rosencrantz, Guilden¬ 
stern, and Others. 

Ham. Good sir, whose powers are these ? 

Cap. They are of Norway, sir. 10 

Ham. How purpos’d, sir, I pray you ? 

Cap. Against some part of Poland. 

Ham. Who commands them, sir ? 

Cap. llie nephew to old Norway, Fortin¬ 
bras. 

Ham. Goes it against the main of Poland, 
sir, 15 

Or for some frontier ? 

Cap. Truly to speak, and with no 
addition, 

We go to gain a little patch of ground 
That hath in it no profit but the name. 

To pay five ducats, five, I would not farm 
it; 20 

Nor will it yield to Norway or the Pole 
A ranker rate should it be sold in fee. 

Haw. Why, then the Polack never will 
defend it. 

Cap. Yes, it is already garrison’d. 

Ham. Two thousand souls and twenty 
thousand ducats 25 

Will not debate the question of this straw. 
This is th’ imposthume of much wealth and 
peace. 
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That inward breaks, and shows no cause 
without 

Why the man dies. 1 humbly thank you, 
sir. 28 

Cap. God buy you, sir, [Exh. 

Ros. Wiirt please you go, my lord ? 
Ham. 1*11 be with you straight. Go a little 
before. [Exeunt all but Hamlet. 
How all occasions do inform against me. 
And spur my dull revenge! What is a man, 
If his chief good and market of his time 
Be but to sleep and feed ? A beast, no 
more! 35 

Sure he that made us with such large 
discourse. 

Looking before and after, gave us not 
That capability and godlike reason 
To fust in us unus’d. Now, whether it be 
Bestial oblivion, or some craven scruple 40 
Of thinking too precisely on th’ event— 

A thought which, quarter’d, hath but one 
part wisdom 

And ever three parts coward—1 do not 
know 

Why yet I live to say * This thing's to do’, 
Sith 1 have cause, and will, and strength, 
and means, 4S 

To do’t. Examples gross as earth exhort 
me: 

Witness this army, of such mass and charge. 
Led by a delicate and tender prince, 

Whose spirit, with divine ambition puff’d. 
Makes mouths at the invisible event, 50 
Exposing what is mortal and unsure 
To all that fortune, death, and danger, dare. 
Even for an egg-shell. Rightly to be great 
Is not to stir without great argument, 

But greatly to find quarrel in a straw, 35 
When honour’s at the stake. How stand 
1 , then, 

That have a father kill’d, a mother stain’d. 
Excitements of my reason and my blood. 
And let all sleep, while to my shame 1 see 
The imminent death of twenty thousand 
men 60 

That, for a fantasy and trick of fame, 

Go to their graves like beds, fight for a plot 
Whereon the numbers cannot try the cause. 
Which is not tomb enough and continent 
To hide the slain ? O, from this time forth. 
My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing 
worth I (Exif. 

Scene V. Elsinore. The Castle. 

Enter Queen, Horatio, and a Gentleman. 

Queen. I will not speak with her. 

Gent. She is importunate, indeed distract. 
Her mood will needs be pitied. 

Queen. What would she have ? 

Gent. She speaks much of her father; 
says she hears 

There’s tricks i’ th’ world, and hems, and 
beats her heart: 5 
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Spurns enviously at straws; speaks things 
in doubt, 

That carry but half sense. Her speech is 
nothing. 

Yet the unshaped use of it doth move 
The hearers to collection; they yawn 
at it, 

And botch the words up fit to their own 
thoughts; to 

Which, as her winks and nods and gestures 
yield them. 

Indeed would make one think there might 
be thought. 

Though nothing sure, yet much unhappily. 
Hor. ’Twere good she were spoken with ; 
for she may strew 

Dangerous conjectures in ill-breeding 
minds. 15 

Queen. Let her come in. [Exit Gentleman. 
[Aside] To my sick soul, as sin’s true nature 
is, 

Each toy seems prologue to some great 
amiss. 

So full of artless jealousy is guilt, 

It spills itself in fearing to be spilt. 20 

Enter Ophelia distracted. 

Oph. Where is the beauteous Majesty of 
Denmark ? 

Queen. How now, Ophelia ! 

Oph. [Sings] 

How should I your true love know 
From another one ? 

By his cockle hat and staff, 25 
And his sandal shoon. 

Queen. Alas, sweet lady, what imports 
this song ? 

Oph. Say you ? Nay, pray you mark. 
[Sings] He is dead and gone, lady. 

He is dead and gone; 30 

At his head a grass-green turf, 

At his heels a stone. 

O, ho 1 

Queen. Nay, but, Ophelia— 

Oph. Pray you mark. 

[Sings] White his shroud as the mountain 
snow— 

Enter King. 

Queen. Alas, look here, my lord. 35 
Oph. Larded with sweet flowers ; 

Which bewept to the grave did 
not go 

With true-love showers. 

King. How do you, pretty lady ? 39 

Oph. Well, God dild you I They say the 
owl was a baker’s daughter. Lord, we know 
what we are, but know not what we may 
be. God be at your table! 

King. Conceit upon her father. 

Oph. Pray let’s have no words of this; 
but when they ask you what it means, say 
you this: 45 
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[Sings] To-morrow is Saint Valentine's day. 
All in the morning betime, 

And I a maid at your window, 

To be your Valentine. 

Then up he rose, and donn'd his 
clothes, ,<*0 

And dupp'd the chamber-door; 
Let in the maid, that out a maid 
Never departed more. 

King, Pretty Ophelia! 

Oph, Indeed, la, without an oath, I'll 
make an end on't. 55 

[Sings] By Gis and by Saint Charity, 
Alack, and he for shame! 

Young men will do’t, if they come 
to’t; 

By Cock, they are to blame. 

Quoth she ‘ Before you tumbled 
me. (>o 

You promis'd me to wed 

He answers : 

* So would I *a done, by yonder 
sun. 

An thou hadst not come to my 
bed *. 

King, How long hath she been thus ? 05 
Oph, 1 hope all will be well. We must be 
patient; but I cannot choose but weep to 
think they would lay him i’ th’ cold ground. 
My brother shall know of it; and so I 
thank you for your good counsel. Come, 
my coach ! Good night, ladies ; good night, 
sweet ladies, good night, good night, [lixil. 
King. Follow her close; give her good 
watch, 1 pray you, 

[Exeunt Horatio and Gentleman . 
O, this is the poison of deep grief; it springs 
All from her father's death. And now 
behold— 

O Gertrude, Gertrude! 

When sorrows come, they come not single 
spies, 75 

But in battalions ! First, her father slain ; 
Next, your son gone, and he most violent 
author 

Of his own just remove; the people 
muddied, 

Thick and unwholesome in their thoughts 
and whispers 

For good Polonius' death ; and we have 
done but greenly ho 

In hugger-mugger to inter him; poor 
Ophelia 

Divided from herself and her fair judg¬ 
ment. 

Without the which we are pictures, or mere 
beasts; 

Last, and as much containing as all these. 
Her brother is in secret come from France ; 
Feeds on his wonder, keeps himself in 
clouds, so 

And wants not buzzers to infect his ear | 
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With pestilent speeches of his father's 
death; 

Wherein necessity, of matter beggar'd, 
Will nothing stick our person to arraign 90 
In ear and ear. O my dear Gertrude, this, 
Like to a murd’ring piece, in many places 
Gives me superfluous death. [A noise within. 

Queen. Alack, what noise is this ? 

King. Attend ! 

Enter a Gentleman. 

Wliere are my Switzers ? Let them guard 
the door. 

What is the matter ? 

Gent. Save yourself, my lord : 95 

The ocean, overpeering of his list. 

Eats not the flats with more impitious 
haste 

Than young Laertes, in a riotous head, 
O’erbears your officers. The rabble call him 
lord; 99 

And, as the world were now but to begin, 
Antiquity forgot, custom not knowm, 

The ratifiers and props of every word, 

They cry ‘ Choose we; Laertes shall be 
king '. 

Caps, hands, and tongues, applaud it to the 
clouds, 

' Laertes shall be king, Laertes king ’. T05 

Queen. How cheerfully on the false trail 
they cry ! [Noise within. 

O, this is counter, you false Danish dogs! 

King. The doors are broke. 

Enter Laertes, with Others, in arms. 

Laer. Where is this king ?—Sirs, stand 
you all without. 

All. No, let’s come in. 

Laer. 1 pray you give me leave. 

All. We will, we will. [Exeunt. 1 11 

Laer. I thank you. Keep the door.—O 
thou vile king, 

Give me my father I 

Queen. Calmly, good Laertes. 

Laer. That drop of blood that’s calm 
proclaims me bastard; 

Cries cuckold to my father; brands the 
harlot J15 

Even here, between the chaste unsmirched 
brow 

Of my true mother. 

King. What is the cause, Laertes, 

That thy rebellion looks so giant-like ? 

Let him go, Gertrude; do not fear our 
person: 

There’s such divinity doth hedge a king 120 
That treason can but peep to what it 
would, 

Acts little of his wilL Tell me, Laertes, 
Why thou art thus incens'd. Let him go, 
Gertrude. 

Speak, man. 

Laer. Where is my father ? 

King. Dead. 
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Queen, But not by him. 

King, Let him demand his fill. i2f. 

Laer, How came he dead ? 1*11 not be 
juggled with. 

To hell, allegiance ! Vows, to the blackest 
devil! 

Conscience and grace, to the profoundest 
pit! 

I dare damnation. To this point I stand, 130 
That both the worlds I give to negligence. 
Let come what comes; only I’ll be reveng’d 
Most throughly for my father. 

King, Who shall stay you ? 

Laer, My will, not all the world’s. 

And for my means, I’il husband them so 
W'ell 135 

They shall go far with little. 

K ing. Good Laertes, 

If you desire to know the certainty 
Of your dear father, is’t writ in your 
revenge 

That, swoopstake, you will draw both 
friend and foe, 

Winner and loser ? 

Laer. None but his enemies. 

King. Will you know them, then ? 141 

Laer. To his good friends thus wide I’ll 
ope my arms 

And, like the kind life-rend’ring pelican, 
Repast them with my blood. 

King. Why, now you speak 

Like a good child and a true gentleman. 145 
That I am guiltless of your father’s death, 
And am most sensibly in grief for it, 

It shall as level to your judgment ’pear 
As day does to your eye. 

[A noise within : * Let her come in.’ 
Laer. How now I What noise is that ? 

lU-enier Ophelia. 

O, heat dry up my brains I tears seven 
times salt 1*51 

Burn out the sense and virtue of mine eye ! 
By heaven, thy madness shall be paid with 
weight 

Till our scale turn the beam. O rose of May! 
Dear maid, kind sister, sweet Ophelia ! 155 
O heavens! is’t possible a young maid’s 
wits 

Should be as mortal as an old man’s life ? 
Nature is fine in love; and where ’tis fine 
It sends some precious instance of itself 
After the thing it loves. 160 

Oph, ISingsJ They bore him barefac’d on 
the bier; 

Hey non nonny, nonny, hey nonny; 
And in his grave rain'd many a 
tear— 

Fare you well, my dove! 

Laer. Hadst thou thy wits, and didst 
persuade revenge, X65 

It could not move thus. 

Oph, You must sing * A- 4 own, a-down 


an you call him a<down-a. O, how the 
wheel becomes it! It is the false steward, 
that stole his master’s daughter. 170 
Laer. This nothing’s more than matter. 
Oph. There’s rosemary, that’s for remem¬ 
brance ; pray you, love, remember. And 
there is pansies, that’s for thoughts. 174 
Laer, A document in madness—thoughts 
and remembrance fitted. 

Oph. There’s fennel for you, and colum¬ 
bines. There’s rue for you; and here’s 
some for me. We may call it herb of grace 
a Sundays. O, you must wear your rue 
with a difference. There's a daisy. 1 would 
give you some violets, but they wither’d 
all when my father died. They say ’a 
made a good end. jHz 

[Sings] For bonny sweet Robin is all my joy. 
Laer. Thought and affliction, passion, hell 
itself, 

She turns to favour and to prettiness, rs.s 
Oph, [Sings] And will *a not come again 1 
And will ’a not come again ? 

No, no, he is dead. 

Go to thy death-bed. 

He never will come again. i<)c 

His beard was as white as snow, 
All flaxen was his poll; 

He is gone, he is gone, 

And we cast away moan : 
God-a-mercy on his soul! 195 

And of all Christian souls, 1 pray God. God 
buy you. [Exit. 

Laer, Do you see this, O God ? 

King. Laertes, I must commune with 
your grief, 

Or you deny me right. Go but apart. 
Make choice of whom your wisest friends 
you will, 200 

And they shall hear and judge ’twixt you 
and me. 

If by direct or by collateral hand 
They find us touch’d, we will our kingdom 
give. 

Our crown, our life, and all that we call 
ours, 

To you in satisfaction ; but if not, 205 
Be you content to lend your patience 
to us, 

And we shall jointly labour with your soul 
To give it due content. 

Laer. Let this be so. 

His means of death, his obscure funeral— 
No trophy, sword, nor hatchment, o'er his 
bones, 210 

No noble rite nor formal ostentation— 

Cry to be heard, as 'twere from heaven to 
earth, 

That 1 must call’t in question. 

King. So you shall; 

And where th’ offence is, let the great axe 
fall* 214 

I pray you go with me, [Exeunt, 
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Scene VL Elsinore, The Castle, 
Enter Horatio with an Attendant. 

Hot, What are they that would speak 
with me ? 

Alt, Sea-faring men, sir ; they say they 
have letters for you. 

Hor, Let them come in. [Exit Attendant. 
I do not know from what part of the world 
1 should be greeted, if not from Lord 
Hamlet. 5 

Enter Sailors. 

Sail, God bless you, sir. 

Hor, Let Him bless thee too. 

Sail, *A shall, sir, an’t please Him. 
There's a letter for you, sir; it came 
from th’ ambassador that was bound for 
England—if your name be Horatio, as I 
am let to know it is. i» 

Hor. [Reads] ‘ Horatio, when thou shalt 
have overlook'd this, give these fellows 
some means to the King : they have letters 
for him. Ere we were two days old at sea, 
a pirate of very warlike appointment gave 
us chase. Finding ourselves too slow of sail, 
we put on a compelled valour ; and in the 
grapple 1 boarded them. On the instant 
they got clear of our ship ; so I alone 
became their prisoner. They have dealt 
with me like thieves of mercy ; but they 
knew what they did : I am to do a good 
turn for them. Let the King have the 
letters I have sent; and repair thou to mo 
with as much speed as thou wouldest fly 
death. I have words to speak in thine ear 
will make thee dumb ; yet are they much 
too light for the bore of the matter. These 
good fellows will bring thee where I am. 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern hold their 
course for England ; of them 1 have much 
to tell thee. Farewell. 

He that thou knowest thine, Hamlet.' 
Come, I will give you way for these your 
letters. 

And do't the speedier that you may direct 
me 

To him from whom you brought them. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene VII. Elsinore, The Castle, 

Enter King and Laertes. 

King, Now must your conscience my 
acquittance seal. 

And you must put me in your heart for 
friend, 

Sith you have heard, and with a knowing 
ear. 

That he which hath your noble father slain 
Pursu'd my life. 

Loer, It well appears. But tell me 5 
Why you proceeded not against these feats, 
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[Act 4 

So crimeful and so capital in nature. 

As by your safety, wisdom, all things else, 
You mainly were stirr'd up. 

King, O. for two special reasons, 

Which may to you, perhaps, seem much 
unsinew'd, 10 

But yet to me th'are strong. The Queen 
his mother 

Lives almost by his looks ; and for myself. 
My virtue or my plague, be it either 
which— 

She is so conjunctive to my life and soul 
That, as the star moves not but in his 
sphere, 15 

I could not but by her. The other motive, 
Why to a public count I might not go. 

Is the great love the general gender bear 
him; 

Who, dipping all his faults in their affection. 
Work like the spring that turneth wood 
to stone, :2o 

Convert his gyves to graces ; so that my 
arrows. 

Too slightly timber’d for so loud a wind, 
Would have reverted to my bow again. 
But not where 1 have aim'd them. 

Laer, And so have I a noble father lost ; 
A sister driven into desp'rate terms, 

Whose worth, if praises may go back again. 
Stood challenger on mount of all the age 
For her perfections. But my revenge will 
come. 

King, Break not your sleeps for that. 
You must not think 30 

That we are made of stuff so flat and dull 
That we can let our beard be shook with 
danger. 

And think it pastime. You shortly shall 
hear more. 

I lov'd your father, and we love our self; 
And that, I hope, will teach you to 
imagine— 3 s 

Enter a Messenger with letters. 

How now ! What news ? 

Mess. Letters, my lord, from Hamlet: 
These to your Majesty ; this to the Queen. 

King, From Hamlet I Who brought 
them ? 

Mess. Sailors, my lord, they say; I saw 
them not. 

They were given me by Claudio; he 
receiv'd them 40 

Of him that brought them. 

King. Laertes, you shall hear them. 
Leave us. [Exit Messenger. 

[Reads] ' High and Mighty. You shall 
know I am set naked on your kingdom. To¬ 
morrow shall I beg leave to sec your kingly 
eyes ; when 1 shall, first asking your pardon 
thereunto, recount the occasion of my 
sudden and more strange return. Hamlet.' 
What should this mean ? Are all the rest 
come back ? 4^ 
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Or is it some abuse, and no such thing ? 
Loer. Know you the hand ? 50 

King. Tis Hamlet's character. ‘Naked ' I 
And in a postcript here, he says ‘ alone 
Can you devise me ? 

Laer. 1 am lost in it, my lord. But let 
him come; 

It warms the very sickness in my heart ss 
That I shall live and tell him to his teeth 
‘ Thus didest thou 

King. If it be so, Laertes— 

As how should it be so, how otherwise ?— 
Will you be rul'd by me ? 

Laer. Ay, my lord ; 

So you will not o'errule me to a peace. 

K ing. To thine own peace. If he be now 
return'd, 

As checking at his voyage, and that he 
means 

No more to undertake it, I will work him 
To an exploit now ripe in my device. 
Under the which he shall not choose but 
fall; (.“i 

And for his death, no wind of blame shall 
breathe; 

But even his mother shall uncharge the 
practice 

And call it accident. 

Laer. My lord, I will be rul’d 

The rather, if you could devise it so 
That I might be the organ. 

King. It falls right. 70 

You have been talk’d of since your travel 
much. 

And that in Hamlet’s hearing, for a quality 
Wherein they say you shine. Your sum of 
parts 

Did not together pluck such envy from him 
As did that one ; and that, in my regard, 73 
Of the unworthiest siege. 

Laer. What part is that, my lord ? 
King. A very riband in the cap of youth, 
Yet needful too ; for youth no less becomes 
The light and careless livery that it wears 
Than settled age his sables and his weeds, 
Importing healtli and graveness. Two 
months since 81 

Here was a gentleman of Normandy— 

I have seen myself, and serv’d against, the 
French, 

And they can well on horseback ; but this 
pliant 

Had witchcraft in't; he grew unto his seat, 
And to such wondrous doing brought his 
horse, 86 

As had he been incorps'd and demi-natur'd 
With the brave beast. So far he topp’d my 
thought. 

That I, in forgery of shapes and tricks, 
Come short of what he did. 

Laer. A Norman was't ? 90 

King. A Norman. 

Laer. Upon my life, Lamord. 

King. The very same. 


Laer. I know him well. He is the brooch 
indeed 

And gem of all the nation. 

King. He made confession of you ; 95 

And gave you such a masterly report 
For art and exercise in your defence, 

And for your rapier most especial, 

That he cried out ’twould be a sight indeed 
If one could match you. The scrimers of 
their nation j<>o 

He swore had neither motion, guard, nor 
eye. 

If you oppos’d them. Sir, this report of his 
Did Hamlet so envenom with his envy 
That he could nothing do but wish and beg 
Your sudden coming o’er, to play with you. 
Now, out of this— 

Laer. What out of this, my lord ? 

King. Laertes, was your father dear to 
you ? 

Or are you like the painting of a sorrow, 

A face without a heart ? 

Laer. Why ask you this ? 

King . Not that 1 think you did not love 
your father: 

But that I know love is begun by time. 
And that I see, in passages of proof, 

Time qualities the spark and fire of it. 
There lives within the very flame of love 
A kind of wick or snuff that will abate it; 
And nothing is at a like goodness still; 

For goodness, growing to a pleurisy, 117 
Dies in his own too much. That we would 
do, 

We should do when we would ; for this 
‘ would ' changes. 

And hath abatements and delays as many 
As there are tongues, are hands, are 
accidents ; i:: 1 

And then this ‘ should ’ is like a spend* 
thirft’s sigh 

That hurts by easing. But to the quick of 
th’ ulcer; 

Hamlet comes back; what would you 
undertake 1^4 

To show yourself in deed your father’s son 
More than in words ? 

Laer. To cut his throat i’ th’ church. 

King. No place, indeed, should murder 
sanctuarize; 

Revenge should have no bounds. But, good 
Laertes, 

Will you do this ? Keep close within your 
chamber. 

Hamlet return'd shall know you are come 
home. 130 

We’ll put on those shall praise your 
excellence. 

And set a double varnish on the fame 
The Frenchman gave you ; bring you, in 
fine, together. 

And wager on your heads. He, being 
remiss, 134 

Most generous, and free from all contriving, 
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Will not peruse the foils ; so that with ease 
Or with a little shuffling, you may choose 
A sword unbated, and, in a pass of practice. 
Requite him for your father. 

Laer. 1 will do*t; 

And for that purpose I'll anoint my sword. 
I bought an unction of a mountebank, ui 
So mortal that but dip a knife in it. 

Where it draws blood no cataplasm so rare. 
Collected from all simples that have virtue 
Under the moon, can save the thing from 
death i <5 

That is but scratch'd withal. I’ll touch my 
point 

With this contagion, that, if I gall him 
slightly, 

It may be death. 

King, Let’s further think of this ; 

Weigh what convenience both of time and 
means 

May fit us to our shape. If this should 
fail, » 5 o 

And that our drift look through our bad 
performance, 

'Twere better not assay’d, therefore this 
project 

Should have a back or second, that might 
hold 

If this did blast in proof. Soft 1 let me 
see. 

We’ll make a solemn wager on your cun¬ 
nings— 155 

I ha’t. 

When in your motion you arc hot and dry— 
As make your bouts more violent to that 
end— 

And that he calls for drink. I’ll have pre- 
ferr’d him 

A chalice for the nonce; whereon but sipping, 
If he by chance escape your venom’d stuck. 
Our purpose may hold there. But stay ; 
what noise ? 

Enter Queen. 

Queen. One woe doth tread upon an¬ 
other’s heel. 

So fast they follow. Your sister's drowm’d, 
Laertes. 

Laer. Drown’d I O, where ? 

Queen. There is a willow grows aslant the 
brook 

That shows his hoar leaves in the glassy 
stream; 

Therewith fantastic garlands did she make 
Of crow'flow'crs, nettles, daisies, and long 
purples 170 

That liberal shepherds give a grosser name. 
But our cold maids do dead men’s fingers 
call them. 

There, on the pendent boughs her coronet 
weeds 

Clamb’ring to hang, an envious sliver 
broke; 174 ^ 

When down her weedy trophies and herself i 
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Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes 
spread wide i7(> 

And, mermaid-like, awhile they bore her up; 
Which time she chanted snatches of old 
lauds. 

As one incapable of her own distress. 

Or like a creature native and indued iSo 
Unto that element; but long it could not 
be 

Till that her garments, hea\y with their 
drink. 

Pull’d the poor wretch from her melodious 
lay 

To muddy death. 

Laer. Alas, then she is drown’d 1 

Queen. Drown’d, drown’d. 1S5 

Laer. Too much of water hast thou, poor 
Ophelia, 

And therefore I forbid my tears; but yet 
It is our trick ; nature her custom holds. 
Let shame say what it will. When these 
arc gone. 

The woman will be out. Adieu, my lord, j 
I have a speech o’ fire Uiat fain would blaze 
But that this folly douts it. [Hxh. 

King. Let’s follow, Gertrude. 

How much I had to do to calm his rage ! 
Now fear I this will give it start again ; i m 
T herefore let’s follow. lExetml. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Elsinore. A churchyard. 
Enter two Clowns with spades and picks. 

1 Clo. Is she to be buried in Christian 
burial when she wilfully seeks her own 
salvation ? 

2 Clo. I tell thee she is ; therefore make 
her grave straight. The crowner hath sat 
on her, and finds it Christian burial. 5 

1 Clo. How can that be, unless she 
drown’d herself in her own defence ? 

2 Clo. Why, ’tis found so. 

1 Clo. It must be ‘ se offendendo ’; it 

cannot be else. For here lies the point: if 
1 drown myself w ittingly, it argues an act; 
and an act hath three branches—it is to 
act, to do, to perform ; argal, she drown'd 
herself wittingly. 1 < 

2 Clo. Nay, but hear you, Goodman 
Delver. 

1 Clo. Give me leave. Here lies the 
water; good. Here stands the man; 
good. If the man go to this water and 
drown himself, it is, will he, nill he, he 
goes—mark you that; but if the water 
come to him and drown him, he drowns 
not himself. Argal, he that is not guilty 
of his own death shortens not his own life. 

2 Clo. But is this law ? 

1 Clo. Ay, marry, is't; crowner’s quest 
law. 

2 Clo. Will you ha the truth an’t ? If 
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this had not been a gentlewoman, she 
should have been buried out a Christian 
burial. 

1 Clo, Why, there thou say’st; and the 
more pity that great folk should have 
countenance in this world to drown or hang 
themselves more than their even Christen, 
Come, my spade. There is no ancient 
gentlemen but gard’ners, ditchers, and 
grave-makers ; they hold up Adam’s pro¬ 
fession. 

2 Clo, Was he a gentleman ? 

1 Clo, ’A was the first that ever bore 
arms. 

2 Clo, Why, he had none. 3 ^ 

1 CLo, What, art a heathen ? How dost 
thou understand the Scripture ? The 
Scripture says Adam digg’d. Could he dig 
without arms ? I’ll put another question 
to thee. If thou answerest me not to the 
purpose, confess thyself— 

2 Clo, Go to. 40 

1 Clo, What is he that builds stronger 
than either the mason, the shipwright, or 
the carpenter ? 

2 Clo, The gallows-maker ; for that frame 

outlives a thousand tenants, < 1 

1 Clo, I like thy wit well; in good faith 
the gallows does well; but how does it 
well ? It does well to those that do ill. 
Now thou dost ill to say the gallows is 
built stronger than the church ; argal, the 
gallows may do well to thee. To’t again, 
come. 

2 Clo. Who builds stronger than a mason, 
a shipwright, or a carpenter ? 

1 Clo, Ay, tell me that, and unyoke, 

2 Clo, Marry, now I can tell. 

1 Clo. To’t. 

2 Clo. Mass, 1 cannot tell. 55 

Enter Hamlet and Horatio, afar off, 

I Clo. Cudgel thy brains no more about 
it, for your dull ass will not mend his pace 
with beating ; and when you are ask’d this 
question next, say * a grave-maker ’; the 
houses he makes lasts till doomsday. Go, 
get thee to Yauglian ; fetch me a stoup of 
liquor. [Exit Second Clown, 

IDigs and sings] In youth, when I did love, 
did love, 6 i 

Methought it was very sweet, 

To contract-o-the time for-a my 
behove, 

O, methought there-a-was noth- 
ing-a meet. 

Ham, Has this fellow no feeling of his 
business, that *a sings in grave-making ? 06 

Hor. Custom hatli made it in him a 
property of easiness. 

Ham, 'Tis e'en so; the hand of little 
employment hath the daintier sense. 70 

1 Clo, [Sings] But age, with his stealing 
steps. 


Hath clawed me in his clutch. 
And hath shipped me intil the land. 
As if I had never been such. 74 
ITlirou/s up a skull. 
Ham, That skull had a tongue in it, and 
could sing once. How the knave jowls it to 
the ground, as if 'twere Cain’s jawbone, 
that did the first murder! This might be 
the pate of a politician, which this ass now 
o’erreaches ; one that would circumvent 
God, might it not ? so 

Hor, It might, my lord. 

Ham, Or of a courtier ; which could say 
' Good morrow, sweet lord! How dost 
thou, sweet lord ? ’ This might be my Lord 
Such-a-one, that praised my Lord Siich-a- 
one's horse, when 'a meant to beg it— 
might it not ? 

Hor, Ay, my lord. 

Ham, Why, e’en so ; and now my Lady 
Worm’s, chapless, and knock’d about the 
mazard with a sexton’s spade. Here’s fine 
revolution, an we had the trick to see’t. 
Did these bones cost no more the breeding 
but to play at loggats with them ? Mine 
ache to think on’t. 90 

1 Clo, [Sings] A pick-axe and a spade, a 
spade, 

For and a shrouding sheet: 

O, a pit of clay for to be made 
For such a guest is meet. 

tTfiroies up another skull. 
Ham, There’s another. Why may not 
that be the skull of a lawyer ? Where be 
his quiddities now , his quillets, his cases, his 
tenures, and his tricks ? Why does he suffer 
this rude knave now to knock him about 
the sconce with a dirty shovel, and will not 
tell him of his action of battery ? Hum! 
This fellow might be in’s time a great buyer 
of land, witli his statutes, his recognizances, 
his fines, his double vouchers, his recoveries. 
Is this the fine of his fines, and the recovery 
of his recoveries, to have his fine pate full 
of fine dirt ? Will his vouchers vouch him 
no more of his purchases, and double ones 
too, than the length and breadth of a pair 
of indentures ? The very conveyances of 
his lands will scarcely lie in this box ; and 
must til’ inheritor himself have no more, 
ha? 

Hor, Not a jot more, my lord. 

Ham, Is not parchment made of sheep¬ 
skins ? 110 

Hor, Ay, my lord, and of calves’ skins 
too. 

Ham, They arc sheep and calves which 
seek out assurance in that. I will speak to 
this fellow. Whose grave’s this, sirrah ? 

1 Clo. Mine, sir. xx 3 

[Sings] O, a pit of clay for to be made 
For such a guest is meet. 

Ham, 1 tliink it be thine indeed, for thou 
liest in’t. 
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1 Clo* You lie out on’t, sir, and therefore 
’tis not yours. For my part, I do not lie 
in't, yet it Is mine. >20 

Ham, Thou dost lie in’t, to be in’t and 
say it is thine; 'tis for the dead, not for 
the quick ; therefore thou liest. 

1 Clo. Tis a quick lie, sir; 'twill away 
again from me to you. 12s 

Ham, What man dost thou dig it for ? 

1 Clo, For no man, sir. 

Ham, What woman, then ? 

1 Clo. For none neither. 

Ham. Who is to be buried in’t ? 

1 Clo. One that was a woman, sir ; but, 
rest her soul, she's dead. 

Ham. How absolute the knave is} We 
must speak by the card, or equivocation 
will undo us. By the Lord, Horatio, this 
three years I have took note of it: the 
age is grown so picked that the toe of the 
peasant comes so near the heel of the 
courtier, he galls his kibe. How long hast 
thou been a grave-maker ? 

1 Clo, Of ail the days i' th' year, I came 
to’t that day that our last King Hamlet 
overcame Fortinbras. j io 

Ham, How long is that since ? 

1 Clo. Cannot you tell that ? Every fool 
can tell that: it was that very day that 
young Hamlet was born—he that is mad, 
and sent into England. 

Ham, Ay, marry, why was he sent into 
England ? t 

1 Clo. Why, because 'a was mad : 'a 
shall recover his wits there ; or, if 'a do 
not, 'tis no great matter there. 

Ham. Why ? 

1 Clo, 'Twill not be seen in him there: 
there the men are as mad as he, 150 

Ham. How came he mad ? 

1 Clo. Very strangely, they say. 

Ham. How strangely ? 

1 Clo. I'aith, e’en with losing his wits. 
flam. Upon what ground ? 155 

1 Clo. Why, here in Denmark. I have 
been sexton here, man and boy, thirty 
years. 

Ham. How long will a man lie i' th* 
earth ere he rot ? 

1 Clo. Faith, if 'a be not rotten before *a 
die—as we have many pocky corses now- 
a-days that will scarce hold the laying in— 
'a will last you some eight year or nine 
year. A tanner will last you nine year. 
Ham, Why he more than another ? 

1 Clo. Why, sir, his hide is so tann'd with 
his trade that 'a will keep out water a great 
while ; and your water is a sore decayer of 
yoor whoreson dead body. Here's a skull 
now; this skull has lien you i’ th’ earth 
three and twenty years. 

Ham. Whose was it ? 

1 Clo, A whoreson mad fellow's it was. 
Whose do you think it was ? I 
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Ham, Nay, 1 know not. 

1 Clo, A pestilence on him for a mad 
rogue 1 'A poured a flagon of Rhenish on 
my head once. This same skull, sir, was, sir, 
Yorick's skull, the King's jester. 176 
Ham, This ? 

1 Clo. E'en that. 

Ham. Let me see. [Takes the skull] Alas, 
poor Yorick! 1 knew him, Horatio: a 
fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent 
fancy; he hath borne me on his back a 
thousand times. And now how abhorred in 
my imagination it is ! My gorge rises at it. 
Here hung those lips that I have kiss'd 1 
know not how oft. Where be your gibes 
now, your gambols, your songs, your flashes 
of merriment that were wont to set the 
table on a roar ? Not one now to mock 
your own grinning—quite chap-fall’n ? 
Now get you to my lady’s chamber, and 
tell her, let her paint an inch thick, to this 
favour she must come ; make her laugh at 
that. Prithee, Horatio, tell me one thing. 
Hor, What’s that, my lord ? kh 

Ham. Dost thou think Alexander look'd 
a this fashion i’ th' earth ? 

Hor. E'en so. 

Ham. And smelt so ? Pah ! 11,?^ 

(Throws down the skull. 
Hor. E'en so, my lord. 

Ham. To what base uses we may return, 
Horatio ! Why may not imagination trace 
the noble dust of Alexander till 'a find it 
stopping a bung-hole ? 100 

Hor. 'Twere to consider too curiously to 
consider so. 

Ham. No, faith, not a jot; but to follow 
him thither with modesty enough, and 
likelihood to lead it, as thus: Alexander 
died, Alexander was buried, Alexander 
returneth to dust; the dust is earth; of 
earth w e make loam ; and w hy of that loam 
whereto he was converted might they not 
stop a beer-barrel ? 200 

Imperious Caesar, dead and turn'd to 
clay, 

Might stop a hole to keep the wind away. 
O, that that earth which kept the world 
in awe 

Should patch a wall t' expel the winter's 
flaw! 210 

But soft! but soft! awhile. Here comes the 
King. 

Enter the King, Queen, Laertes, in funeral 
procession after the coffin, with Priest and 
Lords attendant. 

The Queen, the courtiers. Who is this they 
follow ? 

And with such maimed rites ? This doth 
betoken 

The corse they follow did with desperate 
hand 

Fordo it own life. 'Twas of some estate. «i 5 
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Couch we awhile and mark. 

[Retiring with Horatio, 
Laer. What ceremony else ? 

Ham. That is Laertes, a very noble youth. 
Mark. 

taer. What ceremony else ? 

Priest, Her obsequies have been as far 
enlarg'd 

As we have warrantise. Her death was 
doubtful; 

And, but that great command o'ersways 
the order. 

She should in ground unsanctihed have 
lodg'd 

Till the last trumpet; for charitable 
prayers. 

Shards, flints, and pebbles, should be 
thrown on her ; C25 

Yet here she is allow 'd her virgin crants. 
Her maiden strewments, and the bringing 
home 

Of bell and burial. 

Laer, Must there no more be done ? 
Priest, No more be done. 

We should profane the service of the dead 
To sing sage requiem and such rest to her 
As to peace-parted souls. 

Laer, Lay her i' th' earth ; 

And from her fair and unpolluted flesh 
May violets spring! I tell thee, churlish 
priest, 

A minlst'ring angel shall my sister be 235 
When thou liest howling. 

Ham. What, the fair Ophelia ! 

Queen, Sweets to the sweet; farewell! 

[sScatlering flowers, 
1 hop'd thou shouldst have been my 
Hamlet's wife; 

I thought thy bride-bed to have deck'd, 
sweet maid. 

And not have strew'd thy grave. 

Laer, O, treble woe 24« 

Fall ten times treble on that cursed head 
Whose wicked deed thy most ingenious sense 
Depriv'd thee of! Hold off the earth awhile, 
Till 1 have caught her once more in mine 
arms. [Leaps into the grave. 

Now pile your dust upon the quick and 
dead, 245 

Till of this flat a mountain you have made 
T' o'er-top old Pelion or the skyish head 
Of blue Olympus. 

Ham. [Advancing] What is he whose grief 
Bears such an emphasis, whose phrase of 
sorrow 

Conjures the wand'ring stars, and makes 
them stand 250 

Like wonder-wounded hearers ? This is I, 
Hamlet the Dane. [Leaps into the grave, 
Laer, The devil take thy soul! 

[Grappling with him. 
Ham, Thou pray'st not well. 

I prithee take thy fingers from my throat; 
For, though I am not splenitive and rash, 


Yet have I in me something dangerous, 256 
Which let thy wiseness fear. Hold off thy 
hand. 

King, Pluck them asunder. 

Queen, Hamlet! Hamlet! 

All, Gentlemen! 

Hor, Good my lord, be quiet. 

[The Attendants part them, and 
they come out of the grave. 
Ham, Why, I will fight with him upon 
this theme 200 

Until my eyelids will no longer wag. 

Queen, O my son, what theme ? 

Ham. 1 lov'd Ophelia : forty thousand 
brothers 

Could not, with all their quantity of love, 
Make up my sum. What wilt thou do for 
her ? 2^)5 

King, O, he is mad, Laertes. 

Queen, For love of God, forbear him. 
Ham, 'Swounds, show me what th'owt 
do: 

Woo't weep, woo't fight, woo't fast, woo’t 
tear thyself, 

Woo't drink up eisel, eat a crocodile ? 270 
I'll do't. Dost come here to w'hine ? 

To outface me with leaping in her grave ? 
Be buried quick with her, and so will 1; 
And, if thou prate of mountains, let them 
throw 

Millions of acres on us, till our ground, 275 
Singeing his pate against the burning zone, 
Make Ossa like a wart! Nay, an thou'lt 
mouth, 

I'll rant as well as thou. 

Queen, This is mere madness ; 

And thus awhile the fit will work on him ; 
Anon, as patient as the female dove 280 
When that her golden couplets are dis¬ 
clos'd, 

His silence will sit drooping. 

Ham, Hear you, sir : 

What is the reason that you use me thus ? 
I lov'd you ever. But it is no matter. 

Let Hercules himself do what he may, 285 
The cat will mew, and dog will have his day. 

[£xif. 

King, 1 pray thee, good Horatio, wait 
upon him, [Exif Horatio, 

[To Laertes] Strengthen your patience in our 
last night's speech; 

We'll put the matter to the present push.— 
Good Gertrude, set some watch over your 
son.— 2QO 

This grave shall have a living monument. 
An hour of quiet shortly shall we see ; 

Till then in patience our proceeding be. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene II. Elsinore, The Castle, 

Enter Hamlet and Horatio. 

Ham. So much for this, sir; now shall 
you see the other. 
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Tou do remember all the circumstance ? 
Hor. Remember it, my lord ! 

Ham. Sir, in my heart there was a kind 
of lighting 

That would not let me sleep. Methought 1 
lay 5 

Worse than the mu tines in the bilbt>es. 
Rashly, 

And prais’d be rashness for it—let us know, 
Our indiscretion sometime serves us well, 
When our deep plots do pall; and that 
should learn us 

There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew them how we will. 

Hor. That is most certain. 

Ham. Up from my cabin, 

My sea-gown scarf’d about me, in the dark 
Grop’d I to find out them ; had my dc ure ; 
Finger’d their packet, and in fine withdrew 
To mine own room again, making so bold, 
My fears forgetting manners, to unseal 17 
Their grand commission; where 1 found, 
Horatio, 

Ah, royal knavery ! an exact command. 
Larded with many several sorts of reasons. 
Importing Denmark's health and England’s 
too, 21 

With, ho! such bugs and goblins in my 
lif e- ■ " 

That, on the supervise, no leisure bated. 
No, not to stay the grinding of the axe. 

My head should be struck off. 

Hor. Is’t possible ? 23 

Ham. Here’s the commission ; read it at 
more leisure. 

But wilt thou hear now how 1 did proceed ? 
Hor. 1 beseech you. 

Ham. Being thus benetted round with 
villainies— 

Ere I could make a prologue to my brains, 30 
They had begun the play—I sat me down ; 
Devis’d a new commission ; wrote it fair. 
1 once did hold it, as our statists do, 

A baseness to write fair, and labour’d much 
How to forget that learning ; but, sir, now 
It did me yeoman’s service. Wilt thou 
know 3<> 

Th* effect of what I wrote ? 

Hor. Ay, good my lord. 

Ham. An earnest conjuration from the 
King, 

As England was his faithful tributary. 

As love between them like the palm might 
flourish, 4” 

As peace should still her wheaten garland 
wear 

And stand a comma 'tween their amities. 
And many such like as-es of great charge, 
That, on the view and knowing of these 
contents, 44 

Without debatement further more or less. 
He should those bearers put to sudden death, 
Not shriving-time allow’d. 

Hor. How was this seal’d ? 
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Ham. Why, even in that was heaven 
ordinant. 

1 had my father’s signet in my purse, 40 
Which was the model of that Danish seal; 
Folded the writ up in the form of th’ other ; 
Subscrib’d it, gave’t th’ impression, plac’d 
it safely. 

The changeling never known. Now, the 
next day 

Was our sea-fight; and what to this was 
sequent 

Thou knowest already. 55 

Hor. So Guildenstern and Rosencrantz go 
to’t. 

Ham. Why, man, they did make love to 
this employment; 

They are not near my conscience; their 
defeat 

Does by their own insinuation grow: so 
’Tis dangerous when the baser nature comes 
Between the pass and fell incensed points 
Of mighty opposites. 

Hor. Why, what a king is this ! 

Ham. Does it not, think thee, stand me 
now upon— 

He that hath kill’d my king and whor’d my 
mother; 

Popp’d in between th’ election and my 
hopes; 63 

Thrown out his angle for my proper life, 
And with such coz’nage—is’t not perfect 
conscience 

To quit him with this arm? And is’t not to 
be damn’d 

To let this canker of our nature come 
In further evil ? 7<> 

Hor. It must be shortly known to him 
from England 

What is the issue of the business there. 

Ham. It will be short; the Interim is 
mine. 

And a man’s life’s no more than to say 
’ one *. 

But I am very sorry, good Horatio, 75 

That to Laertes I forgot myself; 

For by the image of my cause 1 see 
The portraiture of his. I’ll court his 
favours. 

But sure the bravery of his grief did put me 
Into a tow'ring passion. 

Hor. Peace ; who comes here ? s© 

Enter young OsRic. 

OsT. Your lordship is right welcome back 
to Denmark. 

Ham. I humbly thank you, sir. [Aside fo 
Horatio] Dost know this water-fly ? 83 

Hor. [Aside to Hamlet] No, my good lord. 

Ham. [Aside to Horatio] Thy state is the 
more gracious ; for ’tis a vice to know him. 
He hath much land, and fertile. Let a beast 
be lord of beasts, and his crib shall stand 
at the king’s mess. ’Tis a chough; but, 
as 1 say, spacious in the possession of dirt. 



Scene 2] 
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Osr, Sweet lord, if your lordship were at 
leisure, 1 should impart a thing to you from 
his Majesty. 91 

Ham, I will receive it, sir, with all dili¬ 
gence of spirit. Put your bonnet to his 
right use ; 'tis for the head. 

Osr. 1 thank your lordship; it is very hot. 01 
Ham, No, believe me, 'tis very cold ; the 
wind is northerly. 

Osr, It is indiiferent cold, my lord, 
indeed. 

Ham, But yet me thinks it is very sultry 
and hot for my complexion. 99 

Osr, Exceedingly, my lord ; it is very 
sultry, as 'twere—I cannot tell how. But, 
my lord, his Majesty bade me signify to you 
that 'a has laid a great wager on your head. 
Sir, this is the matter— 

Ham, 1 beseech you, remember. loi 

[Hamlet moves him to put on his hat, 
Osr, Nay, good my lord ; for my ease, 
in good faith. Sir, here is newly come to 
court Laertes; believe me, an absolute 
gentleman, full of most excellent differ¬ 
ences, of very soft society and great show¬ 
ing. Indeed, to speak feelingly of him, he 
is the card or calendar of gentry, for you 
shall find in him the continent of what part 
a gentleman would see. m 

Ham, Sir, his dehnement suffers no 

perdition in you; though, I know, to 
divide him inventorially would dozy th’ 
arithmetic of memory, and yet but yaw 
neither in respect of his quick sail. But, 
in the verity of extolment, I take him to 
be a soul of great article, and his infusion 
of such dearth and rareness as, to make true 
diction of him, his semblable is his mirror, 
and who else would trace him, his umbrage, 
nothing more. 

Osr, Your lordship speaks most infallibly 
of him. 1^0 

Ham, The concernancy, sir ? Why do we 
wrap the gentleman in our more rawer 
breath ? 

Osr, Sir ? 

Hor, [Aside to Hamlet] Is*t not possible 
to understand in another tongue ? You 
will toT, sir, really. ws 

Ham, What imports the nomination of 
this gentleman ? 

Osr. Of Laertes ? 

Hor, [Aside] His purse is empty already ; 
all's golden words are spent. 130 

Ham, Of him, sir. 

Osr. I know you are not ignorant— 
Ham, I would you did, sir ; yet, in faith, 
if you did, it would not much approve me. 
WeU, sir. 

Osr. You are not ignorant of what 
excellence Laertes is— 136 

Ham, 1 dare not confess that, lest 1 should 
compare with him in excellence; but to 
know a man well were to know himself. 139 


Osr, 1 mean, sir, for his weapon ; but in 
the imputation laid on him by them, in his 
meed he's unfellowed. 

Ham, What's his weapon ? 

Osr. Rapier and dagger. 

Ham, That's two of his weapons—^but 
well. 144 

Osr. The King, sir, hath wager'd with 
him six Barbary horses ; against the which 
he has impon'd, as 1 take it, six French 
rapiers and poniards, with their assigns, as 
girdle, hangers, and so—three of the 
carriages, in faith, are very dear to fancy, 
very responsive to the hilts, most delicate 
carriages, and of very liberal conceit. 150 
Ham, W'hat call you the carriages ? 

Hor. [Aside to Hamlet] I knew you must 
be edified by the margent ere you had done. 
Osr. The carriages, sir, are the hangers. 
Ham, The phrase would be more germane 
to the matter if we could carry a cannon by 
our sides. 1 would it might be hangers till 
then. But on: six Barbary horses against 
six French swords, their assigns, and three 
liberal conceited carriages; that's the 
French bet against the Danish. Why is 
this all impon'd, as you call it ? roo 

Osr. The King, sir, hath laid, sir, that in 
a dozen passes between yourself and him 
he shall not exceed you three hits; he 
hath laid on twelve for nine, and it would 
come to immediate trial if your lordship 
would vouchsafe the answer. 165 

Ham. How if 1 answer no ? 

Osr. 1 mean, my lord, the opposition of 
your person in trial. 

Ham, Sir, I will walk here in the hall. If 
it please his Majesty, it is the breathing 
time of day with me; let the foils be 
brought, the gentleman willing, and the 
King hold his purpose, I will win for him 
an I can ; if not, I will gain nothing but my 
shame and the odd hits. 

Osr. Shall 1 redeliver you e'en so ? 

Ham. To this effect, sir, after what 
flourish your nature will. 170 

Osr. 1 commend my duty to your lordship. 
Ham, Yours, yours. [Exit Osric] He does 
well to commend it himself; there are no 
tongues else for's turn. 

Hor. This lapwing runs aw^ay with the 
shell on his head. isi 

Ham, 'A did comply, sir, with his dug 
before 'a suck'd it. Thus has he, and many 
more of the same bevy, that I know the 
drossy age dotes on, only got the tune of the 
time and outward habit of encounter—a 
kind of yesty collection, which carries 
them through and through the most fann'd 
and winnowed opinions ; and do but blow 
them to their trial, the bubbles are out. isa 

Enter a Lord. 

Lord, My lord, his Majesty commended 
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him to you by young Osric, who brings back 
to him that you attend him in the hall. He 
sends to know if your pleasure hold to play 
with Laertes, or that you will take longer 
time. 

Ham. I am constant to my purposes; 
they follow the king's pleasure : if his fit¬ 
ness speaks, mine is ready now—or when¬ 
soever, provided 1 be so able as now. 105 
Lord, The King and Queen and all are 
coming down. 

Ham. In happy time. 

Lord, The Queen desires you to use some 
gentle entertainment to Laertes before you 
fall to play. i < 0 

Ham, She well instructs me. [Exit Lord, 
Hor, You will lose this w'ager, my lord. 
Ham. I do not think so ; since he went 
into France I have been in continual 
practice. I shall win at the odds. But thou 
wouldst not think how ill all's here about 
my heart; but it is no matter. 205 

Hor, Nay, good my lord— 

Ham, It is but foolery ; but it is such a 
kind of gain-giving as would perhaps trouble 
a woman. 

Hor, If your mind dislike anything, obey 
it. I will forestall their repair hither, and 
say you are not fit. 2x0 

Ham, Not a whit, we defy augury: 
there is a special providence in the fall of 
a sparrow. If it be now, 'tis not to come ; 
if it be not to come, it will be now ; if it 
be not now, yet it will come—the readiness 
is aU. Since no man owes of aught he 
leaves, what is’t to leave betimes ? Let be. 

A (able prepared. Trumpets. Drums, and 
Officers with cushions, foils and daggers. 
Enter King, Queen, Laertes, and all 
the State. 

King, Come, Hamlet, come, and take 
this hand from me. IThe King puis 
Laerteses hand into Hamlet’s, 
Ham, Give me your pardon, sir. 1 have 
done you wrong; 

But pardon't, as you arc a gentleman. 
Tliis presence knows, 220 

And you must needs have heard how I am 
punish'd 

With a sore distraction. What I have done 
That might your nature, honour, and 
exception. 

Roughly awake, I here proclaim was mad¬ 
ness. 

Was 't Hamlet wrong'd Laertes ? Never 
Hamlet. 225 

If Hamlet from himself be ta'en away, 
And when he*s not himself does wrong 
Laertes, 

Then Hamlet does it not, Hamlet denies it. 
Who does it, then? His madness. If'tbeso, 
Hamlet is of the faction that is wrong’d ; 
His madness is poor Hamlet's enemy. 231 
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Sir, in this audience. 

Let my disclaiming from a purpos’d evil 
Free me so far in your most generous 
thoughts 234 

That I have shot my arrow o’er the house 
And hurt my brother. 

Laer, I am satisfied in nature. 

Whose motive in this case should stir me 
most 

To my revenge ; but in my terms of honour 
I stand aloof, and will no reconcilement 
Till by some elder masters of known 
honour 240 

1 have a voice and precedent of peace 
To keep my name ungor'd—but till that 
time 

I do receive your offer’d love like love. 
And will not wrong it. 

Ham, I embrace it freely ; 

And will this brother's wager frankly play. 
Give us the foils. Come on. 

Laer, Come, one for me. 

Ham. I'll be your foil, Laertes ; in mine 
ignorance 247 

Your skill shall, like a star i’ th* darkest 
night, 

Stick fiery off indeed. 

Laer, You mock me, sir. 

Ham, No, by this hand. 

King. Give them the foils, young Osric. 
Cousin Hamlet, 

You know' the wager ? 

Ham, Very well, my lord ; 

Your Grace has laid the odds a' th’ weaker 
side. 

King. 1 do not fear it: I have seen you 
both; 

But since he's better'd, we have therefore 
odds. 255 

Laer. This is too heavy ; let me see 
another. 

Ham, This likes me well. These foils 
have all a length ? 

IThey prepare to play. 

Osr, Ay, my good lord. 

King, Set me the stoups of wine upon 
that table. 

If Hamlet give the first or second hit, ^co 
Or quit in answer of the third exchange. 
Let all the battlements their ordnance fire ; 
The King shall drink to Hamlet’s better 
breath. 

And in the cup an union shall he throw. 
Richer than that which four successive 
kings 

In Denmark’s crown have worn. Give me 
the cups; 

And let the kettle to the trumpet speak, 
The trumpet to the cannoneer without, 
The cannons to the heavens, the heaven to 
earth, 

‘ Now the King drinks to HamletCome. 

begin— 2;^ 

And you, the Judges, bear a wary eye. 
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Ham, Come on, sir. 

Laer. Come, my lord. [Tficy play. 

Ham, One. 
iMcr, No. 

Ham, Judgment ? 

Osr, A hit, a very palpable hit. 

Lacr. Well, again. 

King, Stay, give me drink. Hamlet, this 
pearl is thine; 

Here’s to thy health. 

[Drumt irumpetSt and shot. 
Give him the cup. 275 
Ham, I’ll play this bout first; set it by 
awhile. 

Come. [Tfiey play. 

Another hit; what say you ? 

Laer, A touch, a touch, 1 do confess’t. 
King, Our son shall win. 

Queen, He’s fat, and scant of breath. 
Here, Hamlet, take my napkin, rub thy 
brows. 28r) 

The Queen carouses to thy fortune, Hamlet. 
Ham, Good madam ! 

King, Gertrude, do not drink. 

Queen, I will, my lord ; 1 pray you 
pardon me. 

King, [Aside] It is the poison’d cup ; it is 
too late. 

Ham, I dare not drink yet, madam ; by 
and by. 2«5 

Queen, Come, let me wipe thy face. 
Laer, My lord, 1*11 hit him now. 

King, 1 do not think’t. 

Laer, [Aside] And yet it is almost against 
my conscience. 

Ham, Come, for the third. Laertes, you 
do but dally ; s 8 <) 

I pray you pass with your best violence; 
I am afeard you make a wanton of me. 
Laer, Say you so ? Come on. [They play, 
Osr, Nothing, neither way. 

Laer. Have at you now \ ILocries uminds 
Hamlei: fiten, in scufping, they change 
rapiers, and Hamlet wounds Laertes, 
King, Part them ; they are incens’d. 
Ham, Nay, come again. [The Queen falls, 
Osr, Look to the Queen there, ho I 
Hor, They bleed on both sides. How is it, 
my lord ? 

Osr. How is’t, Laertes ? 297 

Laer, Why, as a woodcock, to mine own 
springe, Osric; 

I am justly kill’d with mine own treachery. 
Ham. How does the Queen ? 

King, She swoons to see them bleed. 
Queen, No, no, the drink, the drink I O 
my dear Hamlet I 301 

The drink, the drink I 1 am poison’d. (Dies. 
Ham, O, villainy \ Ho! let the door be 
lock’d. 

Treachery ! seek it out. [Laertes falls, 
Laer, It is here, Hamlet. Hamlet, thou 
art slain; 305 

No med’dne in the world can do thee good ; 


In thee there is not half an hour’s life ; 
The treacherous instrument is in thy hand, 
Unbated and envenom’d. The foul practice 
Hath turn’d itself on me ; lo, here I lie, 310 
Never to rise again. Thy mother’s poison’d. 
I can no more. The King, the King's to 
blame. 

Ham, The point envenom’d too ! 

Then, venom, to thy work. [Sia&s the King, 

All, Treason ! treason ! 315 

King, O, yet defend me, friends; I am 
but hurt. 

Ham, Here, thou incestuous, murd’rous, 
damned Dane, 

Drink off this potion. Is thy union here ? 
Follow my mother. [King dies, 

Laer. He is justly serv’d : 

It is a poison temper’d by himself. 320 
Exchange forgiveness with me, noble 
Hamlet. 

Mine and my father’s death come not upon 
thee. 

Nor thine on me I [Dies. 

Ham, Heaven make thee free of it! I 
follow thee. 

I am dead, Horatio. Wretched queen, 
adieu! 32s 

You that look pale and tremble at this 
chance. 

That are but mutes or audience to this 
act. 

Had I but time, as this fell sergeant Death 
Is strict in his arrest, O, 1 could tell you— 
But let it be. Horatio, I am dead ; 330 

Thou livest; report me and my cause 
aright 

To the unsatisfied. 

Hor, Never believe it. 

I am more an antique Roman than a Dane; 
Here's yet some liquor left. 

Ham, As th’art a man. 

Give me the cup. Let go. By heaven. I’ll 
ha’t. 335 

O God! Horatio, what a wounded name. 
Things standing thus unknown, shall live 
behind me! 

If thou didst ever hold me in thy heart. 
Absent thee from felicity awhile. 

And in this harsh world draw thy breath in 
pain, 340 

To tell my story. 

[March afar off, and shot within. 
What warlike noise is this ? 

Osr. Young Fortinbras, with conquest 
come from Poland, 

To th* ambassadors of England gives 
This warlike volley. 

Ham. O, I die, Horatio ! 

The potent poison quite o’er-crows my 
spirit. 345 

1 cannot live to hear the news from 
England, 

But I do prophesy th* election lights 
On Fortinbras ; he has my dying voice, \ 
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So tell him, with th* occurrents, more and 
less, 3*9 

Which have solicited—the rest is silence. 

[Dies, 

Hor. Now’ cracks a noble heart. Good 
night, sweet prince. 

And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest! 

[March within. 

Why does the drum come hither ? 

Enter Fortinbras and English Ambas¬ 
sadors, with drumt colours, and Atten¬ 
dants. 

Fort, Where is this sight ? 

Hor. What is it you would see ? 

If aught of woe or wonder, cease your 
search. 3^'^ 

Fort, This quarry cries on havoc. O 
proud death. 

What feast is toward in thine eternal cell 

That thou so many princes at a shot 

So bloodily hast struck ? 

1 Amb, The sight is dismal; 

And our affairs from England come too 
late: 360 

The ears are senseless that should give us 
hearing 

To tell him his commandment is fulfill’d. 

That Rosencrantz and Guildenstcrn are 
dead. 

Where should we hav^e our thanks ? 

Hor. Not from his mouth. 

Had it th* ability of life to thank you ; 

He never gave commandment for their 
death. 

But since, so jump upon this bloody 
question, 

You from the Polack wars, and you from 
England, 

Arc here arrived, give order that these 
bodies 


High on a stage be placed to the view ; 370 
And let me speak to th* yet unknowing 
world 

How these things came about. So shall you 
hear 

Of carnal, bloody, and unnatural acts ; 

Of accidental judgments, casual slaughters; 
Of deaths put on by cunning and forc’d 
cause; 375 

And, in this upshot, purposes mistook 
Fall'n on th’ inventors* heads—^^all this 
can 1 
Truly deliver. 

Fort, Let us haste to hear it, 

And call the noblest to the audience. 

For me, with sorrow I embrace my for¬ 
tune ; 

I have some rights of memory in this 
kingdom. 

Which now to claim my vantage doth invite 
me. 

Hor, Of that I shall have also cause to 
speak, 

And from his mouth whose voice will draw 
on more. 3«4 

But let this same be presently perform’d. 
Even while men's minds are wild, lest more 
mischance 

On plots and errors happen. 

Fort, Let four captams 

Bear Hamlet like a soldier to the stage ; 
For he was likely, had he been put on. 

To have prov’d most royal; and for his 
passage 39'j 

The soldier’s music and the rite of war 
Speak loudly for him. 

Take up the bodies. Such a sight as this 
Becomes the field, but here show's much 
amiss. ,<>4 

Go, bid the soldiers shoot. [Exetinf marching, 
A peal of ordnance shot off. 
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ACT ONE 

Scene I. King Lear's palace. 

Enter Kent, Gloucester, and Edmund. 

Kent. I thought the King had more 
affected the Duke of Albany than Cornwall. 

Glo, It did always seem so to us; but 
now, in the division of the kingdom, it 
appears not which of the Dukes he values 
most; for equalities are so weigh'd that 
curiosity in neither can make choice of 
cither's moiety. 

Kent. Is not this your son, my lord ? 

Glo. His breeding, sir, hath been at my 
charge. I have so often blush'd to acknow¬ 
ledge him that now I am braz’d to’t. lo 

Kent. 1 cannot conceive you. 

Glo. Sir, this young fellow’s mother 
could; whereupon she grew round- 
womb’d, and had indeed, sir, a son for her 
cradle ere she had a husband for her bed. 
Do you smell a fault ? 15 

Kcnf. I cannot wish the fault undone, 
the issue of it being so proper. 

Glo. But I have a son, sir, by order of 
law, some year elder than this, who yet is 
no dearer in my account. Though this 
knave came semething saucily to the 
world before he was sent for, yet was his 
mother fair; there was good sport at his 
making, and the whoreson must be 
acknowledged.—Do you know this noble 
gentlennin, Edmund ? 

Edm. No, my lord. 25 

Glo. My Lord of Kent. Remember him 
hereafter as my honourable friend. 

Edm. My services to your lordship. 

Keuf. I must love you, and sue to know 
you better. 

Edm. Sir, I shall study deserving. 3 » 


Glo. He hath been out nine years, and 
away he shall again. [Setnief] The King is 
coming. 

Enter One bearing a coronet; then Lear, 
then the Dukes of Albany and Corn¬ 
wall, next Goneril, Regan, Cordelia, 
with Followers. 

Lear, Attend the Lords of France and 
Burgundy, Gloucester. 

Glo, I shall, my liege. 

[Exeunf Gloucester and Edmund. 
Lear, Meantime we shall express our 
darker purpose. 33 

Give me the map there. Know that we 
have divided 

In three our kingdom ; and 'tis our fast 
intent 

To shake all cares and business from our 
age. 

Conferring them on younger strengths, 
while w'c 

Unburden’d crawl toward death. Our son 
of Cornwall, 40 

And you, our no less loving son of Albany, 
We have this hour a constant will to 
publish 

Our daughters' several dowers, that future 
strife 

May be prevented now. The Princes, 
France and Burgundy, 

Great rivals in our youngest daughter’s 
love, 45 

Long in our court have made their amorous 
sojourn, 

And here are to be answer’d. Tell me, my 
daughters— 

Since now we will divest us both of rule. 
Interest of territory, cares of state— 
Which of you shall we say doth love us 
most ? 50 
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That we our largest bounty may extend 
Where nature doth with merit challenge. 
Goneril, 

Our eldest-born, speak first, 

Gon. Sir, I love you more than word can 
wield the matter; 

Dearer than eyesight, space, and liberty ; 55 
Beyond what can be valued, rich or rare ; 
No less than life, with grace, health, beauty, 
honour; 

As much as child e’er lov’d, or father 
found ; 

A love that makes breath poor and speech 
unable: fo 

Beyond all manner of so much I love you. 

Cor, [Aside] What shall Cordelia speak ? 
Love, and be silent. 

Lear, Of all these bounds, even from this 
line to this, 

With shadowy forests and with champains 
rich’d. 

With plenteous rivers and wide-skirted 
meads, 

We make thee lady ; to thine and Albany’s 
issues 6 :^ 

Be this perpetual.—What says our second 
daughter, 

Our dearest Regan, wife of Cornwall ? 
Speak. 

Reg. 1 am made of that self metal as my 
sister. 

And prize me at her worth. In my true 
heart 

I find she names my very deed of love; 70 
Only she comes too short, that I profess 
Myself an enemy to all other joys 
Which the most precious square of sense 
possesses. 

And find I am alone felicitate 74 

In your dear Highness’ love. 

Cor. [Aside] Then poor Cordelia ! 

And yet not so ; since 1 am sure my love’s 
More ponderous than my tongue, 

Lear, To thee and thine hereditary ever 
Remain this ample third of our fair 
kingdom ; 

No less in space, validity, and pleasure, 80 
Than that conferr’d on Goneril.—Now’, our 

joy. 

Although our last and least; to whose 
young love 

The vines of France and milk of Burgundy 
Strive to be interess’d ; what can you say 
to draw 

A third more opulent than your sisters ? 
Speak. 85 

Cor. Nothing, my lord. 

Lear, Nothing I 

Cor. Nothing. 

Lear, Nothing will come of nothing. 

Speak again. 

Cor. Unhappy that I am, I cannot heave 
My heart into my mouth. 1 love your 
Majesty 91 
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According to my bond ; no more nor less. 
Lear, How, how, Cordelia! Mend your 
speech a little, 93 

Lest you may mar your fortunes. 

Cor. Good my lord. 

You have begot me, bred me, lov'd me ; 1 
Return those duties back as are right fit. 
Obey you, love you, and most honour you. 
Why have my sisters husbands, if they say 
They love you all ? Haply, when I shall 
wed. 

That lord whose hand must take my plight 
shall carry 100 

Half my love with him, half my care and 
duty. 

wSurc I shall never marry like my sisters, 

To love my father all. 

Lear. But goes thy heart with this ? 
Cor, Ay, my good lord. 

Lear. So young and so untender ? 105 

Cor. So young, my lord, and true. 

Lear. Let it be so! Thy truth, then, be 
thy dower! 

For, by the scared radiance of the sun. 

The mysteries of Hecat and the night; 

By all the operation of the orbs no 

From whom we do exist and cease to be; 
Here 1 disclaim all my paternal care. 
Propinquity and property of blood, 

And as a stranger to my heart and me 
Hold thee from this for ever. The barbarous 
Scythian, 115 

Or he that makes his generation messes 
To gorge his appetite, shall to my bosom 
Be as well neighbour’d, pitied, and reliev’d, 
As thou my sometime daughter. 

Kent. Good my liege— 

Lear, Peace, Kent! no 

Come not between the dragon and his 
wrath. 

I lov'd her most, and thought to set my 
rest 

On her kind nursery. [ 7 o Cordelia] Hence, 
and avoid my sight!— 

So be my grave my peace as here I give 
Her father’s heart from her! Call France— 
Who stirs ? 125 

Call Burgundy. Cornwall and Albany, 

With my two daughters’ dowers digest this 
third. 

Let pride, which she calls plainness, marry 
her. 

I do invest you jointly with my power. 
Pre-eminence, and all the large effects 130 
That troop with majesty. Ourself, by 
monthly course, 

With reservation of an hundred knights, 

By you to be sustain’d, shall our abode 
Make with you by due turn. Only we shall 
retain 134 

The name, and all th’ addition to a king: 
The sway, revenue, execution of the rest, 
Beloved sons, be yours ; which to confirm^ 
This coronet part between you. 
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Keni» Royal Lear, 

Whom I have ever honour'd as my king, 
Lov’d as my father, as my master follow'd, 
As my great patron thought on in my 
prayers— 141 

Lear. The bow is bent and drawn ; make 
from the shaft* 

Kent, Let it fall rather, though the fork 
invade 

The region of my heart* Be Kent un¬ 
mannerly 

When Lear is mad. What wouldst thou do, 
old man ? 145 

Think'st thou that duty shall have dread 
to speak 

When power to flattery bows ? To plain¬ 
ness honour's bound 

When majesty falls to folly. Reserve thy 
state; 

And in thy best consideration check 
This hideous rashness* Answer my life my 
judgment: 150 

Thy youngest daughter does not love thee 
least; 

Nor are those empty-hearted whose low 
sounds 

Reverb no hollowness. 

Lear* Kent, on thy life, no more I 

KenL My life I never held but as a pawn 
To wage against thine enemies; nor fear 
to lose it, 155 

Thy safety being motive, 

Lear. Out of my sight! 

Kent. See better, Lear; and let me still 
remain 

The true blank of thine eye, 

Lear. Now by Apollo— 

Kent. Now, by Apollo, King, 

Thou swear’st thy gods in vain. 

Lear. O, vassal 1 miscreant! 

[Laying his hand an his sword. 
Alb. and Com. Dear sir, forbear* ifn 
Kent. Do; 

Kill thy physician, and the fee bestow 
Upon the foul disease. Revoke thy gift. 
Of, whilst 1 can vent clamour from my 
throat, 165 

I’ll tell thee thou dost evil. 

Lear. Hear me, recreant; 

On thine allegiance, hear me* 

That thou hast sought to make us break 
our vows— 

Which we durst never yet—and with 
strain'd pride 

To come betwixt our sentence and our| 
power— 17U 

Which nor our nature nor our place can 
bear; 

Our potency made good, take thy reward. 
Five days we do allot thee for provision 
To shield thee from disasters of the world. 
And on the sixth to turn thy hated back 175 
Upon our kingdom ; ifi on the tenth day 
following, 


Thy banish’d trunk be found in our 
dominions, 

The moment is thy death* Away! by 
Jupiter, 

This shall not be revok’d. 

Kent. Fare thee well. King* Sith thus 
thou wilt appear, xHo 

Freedom lives hence, and banishment is 
here. 

[To Cordelia] The gods to their dear shelter 
take thee, maid. 

That justly think'st, and hast most rightly 
said 1 

[To Regan and Goneril] And your large 
speeches may your deeds approve, 
That good effects may spring from words of 
love 1 

Thus Kent, O princes, bids you all adieu ; 
He'll shape his old course in a country rew’. 

[Fxd. 

Flourish. Re-enter Gloucester, wUh 

France, Burgundy, and Attendants. 

Glo, Here's France and Burgundy, my 
noble lord. 

Lear. My Lord of Burgundy, 

We first address toward you, who with this 
king x<^o 

Hath rivall’d for our daughter. What in 
the least 

Will you require in present dower with her. 
Or cease your quest of love ? 

Bur. Most royal Majesty, 

I crave no more than hath your Highness 
oflfer'd, 

Nor will you tender less* 

Lear. Right noble Burgundy, igs 

When she was dear to us, we did hold her 
so; 

But now her price is fallen. Sir, there she 
stands; 

If aught within that little seeming sub¬ 
stance, 

Or all of it, with our displeasure piec’d, 
And nothing more, may fitly like youi 
Grace, 20c 

She's there, and she is yours. 

Bur. I know no answer, 

Lear. Will you, with those infirmities she 
owes, 

Unfriended, new-adopted to our hate, 
Dower'd with our curse, and stranger'd 
with our oath, 204 

Take her or leave her ? 

B«r. Pardon me, royal sir ; 

Election makes not up in such conditions. 

Lear. Then leave her, sir; for, by the 
pow'r that made me, 207 

I tell you all her wealth. [To France] For 
you, great King, 

I w^ould not from your love make such a 
stray 

To match you where I hate; therefore 

beseech you 210 
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T' avert your liking a more worthier way. 
Than on a wretch whom nature is asham’d 
Almost t* acknowledge hers. 

France. This is most strange, 

That she, whom even but now was your 
best object, 

The argument of your praise, balm of your 
age, 21 s 

The best, the dearest, should in this trice 
of time 

Commit a thing so monstrous to dismantle 
So many folds of favour. Sure her offence 
Must be of such unnatural degree 
That monsters it, or your fore-vouch*d 
affection 220 

Fall into taint—w'hich to believe of her 
Must be a faith that reason without miracle 
Should never plant in me. 

Cor, 1 yet beseech your Majesty— 

If for I want that glib and oily art 
To speak and purpose not, since wltat I well 
intend 22 s 

ril do't before I speak—that you make 
known 

It is no vicious blot, murder, or foulness. 
No unchaste action or dishonoured step. 
That hath depriv’d me of your grace and 
favour; 

But even for want of that for which 1 am 
richer— .\v> 

A still-soliciting eye, and such a tongue 
That I am glad I have not, though not to 
have it 

Hath lost me in your liking. 

Lear. Better thou 

Hadst not been born than not t’ have 
pleas’d me better. 

France. Is it but this ? A tardiness in 
nature, 235 

Which often leaves the history unspoke 
That it intends to do! My Lord of Bur¬ 
gundy, 

What say you to the lady ? Love’s not 
love 

When it is mingled with regards that 
stands 

Aloof from th’ entire point. Will you have 
her ? 240 

She is herself a dowry. 

Bur. Royal king, 

Give but that portion which yourself 
propos’d. 

And here I take Cordelia by the hand. 
Duchess of Burgundy. 

Lear. Nothing! I have sworn; I am 
firm. 245 

Bur, I am sorry, then, you have so lost 
a father 

That you must lose a husband. 

Cor. Peace be with Burgundy 1 

Since that respects of fortune are his love 
I shall not be his wife. 

France. Fairest Cordelia, that art most 
rich, being poor ; 250 


Most choice, forsaken; and most lov’d, 
despis’d! 

Thee and thy virtues here I seize upon, 

Be it law'ful I take up what's cast away, 
Gods, gods! ’tis strange that from their 
cold'st neglect 254 

My love should kindle to inflam’d respect. 
Thy dow'riess daughter. King, thrown to 
my chance, 

Is queen of us, of ours, and our fair France. 
Not all the dukes of wat'rish Burpindy 
Can buy this unpriz’d precious maid of me. 
Bid them farewell, Cordelia, though un¬ 
kind ; 260 

Thou loscst here, a better where to find. 
Lear. Thou hast her, France ; let her be 
thine; for we 

Have no such daughter, nor shall ever see 
That face of hers again. [To Cordelia] There¬ 
fore be gone 

Without our grace, our love, our benison. 
Come, noble Burgundy. 206 

IFlourish. Exeunt Lear, Buruundy, Corn¬ 
wall, Albany, Gloucester, and Attendants. 
France. Bid farewell to your sisters. 

Cor. The jewels of our father, w ith w'ash’d 
eyes 

Cordelia leaves you. I know you what you 
are; 

And, like a sister, am most loath to call 270 
i Your faults as they are named. Love well 
our father. 

To your professed bosoms I commit him ; 
But yet, alas, stood I within his grace, 

I would prefer him to a better place. 

So, farewell to you both. 275 

Reg. Prescribe not us our duty. 

Gon. Let your study 

Be to content your lord, who hath receiv’d 
you 

At fortune’s alms. You have obedience 
scanted, 

And well are worth the want that you have 
wanted. 

Cor. Time shall unfold what plighted 
cunning hides, 280 

Who covers faults, at last with shame 
derides. 

Well may you prosper ! 

France. Come, my fair Cordelia. 

[Exeunt France and Cordelia, 
Gon. Sister, it is not little I have to say 
of what most nearly appertains to us both. 
I think our father will hence to-night, 285 
Reg. That’s most certain, and with you ; 
next month with us. 

Gon. You see how full of changes his age 
is; the observation we have made of it 
hath not been little. He always lov’d our 
sister most; and with what poor judgment 
he hath now cast her off appears too grossly. 

Reg. *Tis the infirmity of his age; yet he 
hath ever but slenderly known himself. 393 
Gon. The best and soundest of his time 
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hath been but rash; then must we look 
from his age to receive not alone the 
imperfections of long-engraffcd condition, 
but therewithal the unruly waywardness 
that infirm and choleric years bring with 
them. 

Reg. Such unconstant starts are we like 
to have from him as this of Kent’s banish¬ 
ment, 300 

Gan . There is further compliment of 
leave-taking between France and him. 
Pray you, let us hit together ; if our father 
carry authority with such disposition as 
he bears, this last surrender of his will but 
offend us. 

Reg . We shall further think of it. 305 
Gon. We must do something, and i* th’ 
heat. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Gloucester's castle. 

Enter Edmund with a lelter. 

Edm. Thou, Nature, art my goddess; to 
thy law 

My services are bound. Wherefore should I 
Stand in the plague of custom, and permit 
The curiosity of nations to deprive me. 
For that 1 am some twelve or fourteen 
moonshines 5 

Lag of a brother ? Why bastard ? Where¬ 
fore base ? 

When my dimensions are as well compact, 
My mind as generous, and my shape as 
true, 

As honest madam’s issue ? Why brand 
they us 

With base ? with baseness ? bastardy ? 

base, base ? 10 

Who, in the lusty stealth of nature, take 
More composition and fierce quality 
Than doth, within a dull, stale, tired bed, 
Go to th* creating a w^hole tribe of fops | 
Got ’tween asleep and wake ? Well then, 15 
Legitimate Edgar, I must have your land. 
Our father’s love is to the bastard Edmund 
As to th’ legitimate. Fine word ’ legiti¬ 
mate '! 

Well, my legitimate, if this letter speed, 19 
And my invention thrive, Edmund the base 
Shall top th’ legitimate, I grow ; I prosper. 
Now, gods, stand up for bastards. 

Enter Gloucester. 

Glo. Kent banish’d thus I and France in 
choler parted 1 

And the King gone to-night! Prescrib’d his 
pow’r! 

Confin’d to exhibition! All this done 25 
Upon the gad! Edmund, how now 1 What 
news ? 

Edm. So please your lordship, none. 

[Pufimg up the letter. 
Glo. Why so earnestly seek you to put up 
that letter ? 


Edm. 1 know' no new^s, my lord. 

Glo. What paper were you reading ? 30 
Edm. Nothing, my lord. 

Glo. No ? What needed then that 
terrible dispatch of it into your pocket ? 
The quality of nothing hath not such need 
to hide itself. Let’s see. Come, if it be 
nothing, I shall not need spectacles. 35 
Edm. I beseech you, sir, pardon me. It 
is a letter from my brother that I have not 
all o’er-read ; and for so much as I have 
perus’d, 1 find it not fit for your o’er- 
looking. 

Glo. Give me the letter, sir. 39 

Edm. 1 shall offend either to detain or 
give it. The contents, as in part 1 under¬ 
stand them, are to blame. 

Glo. Let’s see, let’s see. 

Edm. 1 hope, for my brother’s justifica¬ 
tion, he w rote this but as an essay or taste 
of my virtue. 44 

Glo. [Reads] ‘ This policy and reverence 
of age makes the world bitter to the best of 
our times ; keeps our fortunes from us till 
our oldness cannot relish them. I begin to 
find an idle and fond bondage in the 
oppression of aged tyranny, who sways, not 
as it hath power, but as it is suftcr’d. Come 
to me, that of this I may speak more. If 
our father would sleep till I w^ak'd him, you 
should enjoy half his revenue for ever, and 
live the beloved of your brother. 

Edgar.' 51 

Hum—Conspiracy I ‘ Sleep till I wak’d 
him, you should enjoy half liis revenue.’ 
My son Edgar I Had he a hand to write 
this ? a heart and a brain to breed it in ? 
When came this to you ? Who brought it ? 

Edm. It was not brought me, my lord; 
there’s the cunning of it. I found it thrown 
in at the casement of my closet. 5 fi 

Glo. You know the character to be youi 
brother’s ? 

Edm. If the matter w^ere good, my lord, 
1 durst swear it were his; but in respect 
of that, I would fain think it were not. 02 
Glo. It is his. 

Edm. It is his hand, my lord ; but I hope 
his heart is not in the contents. (>5 

Glo. Has he never before sounded you 
in this business ? 

Edm. Never, my lord ; but I have heard 
him oft maintain it to be fit that, sons at 
perfect age and fathers declin’d, the father 
should be as ward to the son, and the son 
manage his revenue. 71 

Glo. O villain, villain I His very opinion 
in the letter ! Abhorred villain ! Un¬ 
natural, detested, brutish villain! Worse 
I than brutish I Go, sirrah, seek him; I’ll 
apprehend him. Abominable villain! 
Where is he ? 75 

Edm. I do not well know, my lord. If it 
shall please you to suspend your indigna- 
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tion against my brother till you can derive 
from him better testimony of his intent, 
you should run a certain course; where, 
if you violently proceed against him, 
mistaking his purpose, it would make a 
great gap in your own honour, and shake 
in pieces the heart of his obedience. I dare 
pawn down my life for him that he hath 
writ this to feel my affection to your honour, 
and to no other pretence of danger. 

Glo, Think you so ? S3 

Edm, If your honour judge it meet, 1 
will place you where you shall hear us 
confer of this, and by an auricular assur¬ 
ance have your satisfaction; and that 
without any further delay than this ver>^ 
evening. 

Glo, He cannot be such a monster. 90 

Edm, Nor is not, sure. 

Glo. To his father, that so tenderly and 
entirely loves him. Heaven and earth! 
Edmund, seek him out; wind me into him, 
I pray you. Frame the business after your 
own wisdom. I would unstate myself to be 
in a due resolution. 

Edm. I will seek him, sir, presently; 
convey the business as I shall find means, 
and acquaint you withal. 

Glo. ThCsSe late eclipses in the sun and 
moon portend no good to us. Though the 
wisdom of nature can reason it thus and 
thus, yet nature finds itself scourg'd by 
the sequent effects : love cools, friendship 
falls off, brothers divide; in cities, 
mutinies; in countries, discord; in 
palaces, treason; and the bond crack’d 
'twixt son and father. This villain of mine 
comes under the prediction : there’s son 
against father. The King falls from bias of 
nature : there’s father against child. We 
have seen the best of our time : machioa' 
tions, hollowness, treacheiy, and all ruinous 
disorders, follow us disquietly to our 
graves. Find out this villain, Edmund ; it 
shall lose thee nothing; do it carefully. 
And the noble and true-hearted Kent 
banish’d! His offence, honesty! ’Tis 
strange. [Exit. 

Edm. This is the excellent foppery of the 
world, that, when wc are sick in fortune, 
often the surfeits of our own behaviour, we 
make guilty of our disasters the sun, the 
moon, and stars ; as if we were villains on 
necessity ; fools by heavenly compulsion ; 
knaves, thieves, and treachers, by spherical 
predominance; drunkards, liars, and 
adulterers, by an enforc’d obedience of 
planetary influence; and all that we are 
evil in, by a divine thrusting on—an 
admirable evasion of whoremaster man, to 
lay his goatish disposition on the charge of 
a star! My father comjpounded with my 
mother under the Dragon’s tail, and my 
nativity was under Ursa Major, so that it 
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follows 1 am rough and lecherous. Put, I 
should have been that 1 am, had the 
maidenhest star in the firmament twinkled 
on my bastardizing. Edgar! 127 

Enter Edgar. 

Pat! He comes like the catastrophe of the 
old comedy. My cue is villainous melan¬ 
choly, with a sigh like Tom o’ Bedlam.— 
O, these eclipses do portend these divisions! 
fa, sol, la, mi. 131: 

Edg. How now, brother Edmund I What 
serious contemplation are you in ? 

Edm. 1 am thinking, brother, of a 
prediction 1 read this other day what 
should follow these eclipses. 135 

Ed?. Do you busy yourself with that ? 

Edm. I promise you, the effects he writes 
of succeed unhappily ; as of unnaturalness 
between the child and the parent; death, 
dearth, dissolutions of ancient amities; 
divisions in state, menaces and maledic¬ 
tions against king and nobles; needless 
diffidences, banishment of friends, dissipa¬ 
tion of cohorts, nuptial breaches, and I 
know not what. 

Edg. How long have you been a sectary 
astronomical ? 

Edm. Come, come! When saw you my 
father last ? 

Edg. The night gone by. 145 

Edm. Spake you with him ? 

Edg. Ay, two hours together. 

Edm. Parted you in good terms ? Found 
you no displeasure in him by word nor 
countenance ? 

Edg. None at all. i.so 

Edm. Bethink yourself wherein you may 
have offended him ; and at my entreaty 
forbear his presence, until some little time 
hath qualified the heat of his displeasure, 
which at this instant so rageth in him that 
with the mischief of your person it would 
scarcely allay. 155 

Edg. Some villain hath done me wrong. 

Edm. That’s my fear. I pray you have 
a continent forbearance till the speed of his 
rage goes slower ; and, as 1 say, retire with 
me to my lodging, from whence I will fitly 
bring you to hear my lord speak. Pray ye 
go; there’s my key. If you do stir abroad, 
go arm’d. i 6 r 

Edg. Arm’d, brother! 

Edm. Brother, I advise you to the best. 

I am DO honest man if there be any 
good meaning toward you. I have told 
you what I have seen and heard—but 
faintly ; nothing like the image and horror 
of it. Pray you, away. 167 

Edg. Shall 1 hear from you anon ? 

Edm. 1 do serve you in this business. 

[Exit Edgar. 

A credulous father! and a brother noble. 
Whose nature is so far from doing harms 
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That he suspects none; on whose foolish 
honesty 

My practices ride easy I 1 sec the business. 
Let me, if not by birth, have lands by wit: 
All with me*8 meet that I can fashion fit. 175 

[Exit 

Scene III. The Duke of Albany*s palace» 
Enter Goneril and Oswald, her steward. 

Gon. Did my father strike my gentleman 
for chiding of his fool ? 

Osw. Ay, madam. 

Gon. By day and night, he wrongs me; 
every hour 

He flashes into one gross crime or other 5 
That sets us all at odds. Til not endure it. 
His knights grow riotous, and himself up¬ 
braids us 

On every trifle. When he returns from 
hunting, 

1 will not speak with him ; say I am sick. 
If you come slack of former services, 10 
You shall do well ; the fault of it I'll 
answer. [Homs within. 

OsuK He’s coming, madam ; I hear him. 

Gon. Put on what weary negligence you 
please. 

You and your fellows ; I'd have it come to 
question. 

If he distaste it, let him to my sister, 15 
Whose mind and mine, I know, in that are 
one, 

Not to be overrul'd. Idle old man. 

That still would manage those authorities 
That he hath given away 1 Now, by my 
life. 

Old fools are babes again, and must be us’d 
With checks as flatteries, when they are 
seen abus’d. 

Remember what 1 have said. 

Osw, Well, madam. 

Gon. And let his knights have colder 
looks among you; 

What grows of it, no matter. Advise your 
fellows so. 

I would breed from hence occasions, and I 
shall, 25 

That 1 may speak. I’ll write straight to my 
sister 

To hold my very course. Prepare for 
dinner. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. A hall in Albany*s palace. 

Enter Kent, disguised. 

Kent If but as well 1 other accents 
borrow 

That can my speech defuse, my good intent 
May carry through itself to that full issue 
For which I raz’d my likeness. Now, 
banish’d Kent, 

If thou canst serve where thou dost stand 
condemn’d, 5 


So may it come thy master whom thou 
lov'st 

Shall find thee full of labours. 

Horns within. Enter Lear, Knights, and 
Attendants. 

Lear. Let me not stay a jot for dinner; 
go get it ready. [Exit an Attendant] How 
now! What art thou ? 

Kent A man, sir. 10 

Lear. What dost thou profess ? What 
wouldst thou with us ? 

Kent I do profess to be no less than I 
seem, to serve him truly that will put me 
in trust, to love him that is honest, to 
converse with him that is wise and says 
little, to fear judgment, to fight when I 
cannot choose, and to eat no fish. 17 
Lear, What art thou ? 

Kent. A very honest-hearted fellow, and 
as poor as the King. :o 

Lear. If thou be’st as poor for a subject 
as he's for a king, thou art poor enough. 
What wouldst thou ? 

Kent Service. 

Lear. Who wouldst thou serve ? 

Kent. You. 25 

Lear. Dost thou know me, fellow ? 

Kent No, sir; but you have that in 
your countenance which 1 would fain call 
master. 

Lear. What's that ? 

Kent. Authority. 30 

Lear. What services canst thou do ? 
Kent. I can keep honest counsel, ride, 
run, mar a curious tale in telling it, and 
deliver a plain message bluntly. That 
which ordinary men are fit for, 1 am 
! qualified in; and the best of me is 
diligence. 35 

Lear. How old art thou ? 

Kent Not so young, sir, to love a woman 
for singing, nor so old to dote on her for 
anything : I have years on my back forty- 
eight. 39 

Lear. Follow me; thou shalt serve me. 
If I like thee no worse after dinner, I will 
not part from thee yet. Dinner, ho, dinner! 
Where’s my knave ? my fool ?—Go you and 
call my fool hither. [Exit an Attendant. 

Enter Oswald. 

I You, you, sirrah, where’s my daughter ? 44 
Osw. So please you— [Exit. 

Lear. What says the fellow there ? Call 
the clotpoll back. [Exit a Knight] Where's 
my fool, ho ? I think the world’s asleep. 

Re-enter Knight. 

How now I Where’s that mongrel ? 
Knight He says, my lord, your daughter 
is not well. 50 

Lear. Why came not the slave back to me 
when 1 call'd him ? 
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Knight, Sir, he answered me in the 
roundest manner he would not. 

Lear. He would not! 55 

Knight, My lord, I know not what the 
matter is; but, to my judgment, your 
Highness is not entertain'd with that 
ceremonious affection as you were wont; 
there’s a great abatement of kindness 
appears as well in the general dependants 
as in the Duke himself also and your 
daughter. <1 

I ear. Ha ! say'st thou so ? 

Knight. I bcvseech you pardon me, my 
lord, if I be mistaken ; for my duty cannot 
be silent when I think your Highness 
wrong’d. os 

Lear. Thou but rememb’rest me of mine 
own conception. I have perceived a most 
faint neglect of late, which 1 have rather 
blamed as mine own jealous curiosity than 
as a very pretence and purpose of unkind¬ 
ness. 1 wiU look further into’t. But where’s 
my fool ? I have not seen him this two 
days. 71 

Knight. Since my young lady's going 
into France, sir, the fool hath much pined 
away. 

Lear. No more of that; I have noted it 
well. Go you and tell my daughter I would 
speak with her. [Exif an Attendant] Go you, 
call hither my fool. [Exit another Attendant. 

Re-enter Oswald. 

O, you sir, you I Come you hither, sir. 
Who am I, sir ? 77 

Osw. My lady's father. 

Lear. ‘ My lady’s father' I my lord's 
knave! you whoreson dog! you slave! 
you cur 1 so 

Osw. I am none of these, my lord; I 
beseech your pardon. 

Lear. Do you bandy looks with me, you 
rascal! [Striking him. 

Osw. I'll not be strucken, my lord. «4 
Kent. Nor tripp'd neither, you base foot¬ 
ball player. [Tripping up his heels. 

Lear. I thank thee, fellow ; thou serv'st 
me, and I'll love thee. 87 

Kent. Come, sir, arise, away I I'll teach 
you differences. Away, away ! If you will 
measure your lubber’s length again, tarry ; 
but away 1 Go to I Have you wisdom ? So. 

[Pushes Oswald out. 
Lear. Now, my friendly knave, I thank 
thee; there's earnest of thy service. 93 
[Giving Kent money. 

Enter Fool. j 

Foot. Let me hire him too; here's my 
coxcomb. [Offering Kent his cap. 

Lear. How now, my pretty knave ! How 
dost thou ? 95 

Fool. Sirrah, you were best take my cox¬ 
comb. 
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Kciif. Why, fool ? 

Foot. Why 7 For taking one's part that's 
out of favour. Nay, an thou canst not smile 
as the wind sits, thou'lt catch cold shortly. 
There, take my coxcomb. Why, this fellow 
has banish’d two on’s daughters, and did 
the third a blessing against his will; if 
thou follow him, thou must needs wear my 
coxcomb.—How now, nuncle! Would I 
had two coxcombs and two daughters! 
Lear. Why, my boy 7 ion 

Fool. If I gave them all my living, I’d 
keep my coxcombs myself. There’s mine ; 
beg another of thy daughters. 

Lear. Take heed, sirrah—the whip. 109 
Fool. Truth’s a dog must to kennel; he 
must be whipp’d out, when Lady the brach 
may stand by th’ fire and stink. 

Lear. A pestilent gall to me \ 

Fool. Sirrah, I'll teach thee a speech. 
iMir. Do. 

Fool. Mark it, nuncle : 

Have more than thou showest, 

Speak less than thou knowest, 

Lend less than thou owest, 

Ride more than thou goest, 120 

Learn more than thou trowest, 

Set less than thou tlirowest; 

Leave thy drink and thy wdiore, 

And keep in-a-door, 

And thou Shalt have more 125 

Than two tens to a score. 

Kent. This is nothing, fool. 

Fool. Then 'tis like the breath of an un¬ 
fee’d lawyer—you gave me nothing for’t. 
Can you make no use of nothing, nuncle 7 
Lear. Why, no, boy; nothing can be 
made out of nothing, 132 

Fool [To Kent] Prithee tell him, so 
much the rent of his land comes to; he 
will not believe a fool. 

Lear. A bitter fool! 13*5 

Fool. Dost thou know the difference, my 
boy, between a bitter fool and a sweet one 7 
Lear. No, lad ; teach me. 

Fool That lord that counsel!'d thee 

To give away thy land, iio 

Come place him here by me— 

\ Do thou for him stand. 

The sweet and bitter fool 
Will presently appear; 

The one in motley here, 145 

The other found out there. 

Lear. Dost thou call me fool, boy 7 
Fool All thy other titles thou hast given 
away ; that thou wast born with. 149 
Kent This is not altogether fool, my lord. 
Fool No, faith, lords and great men will 
not let me ; if I had a monopoly out, they 
would have part on't. And ladies too—they 
will not let me have all the fool to myself; 
they’ll be snatching. Nuncle, give me an 
egg. and I’ll give thee two crowns. 15s 
Lear. What two crowns shall they be ? 
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FooL Why, after I have cut the egg i' 
th* middle and eat up the meat, the two 
crowns of the egg. When thou clovest thy 
crown i’ th* middle, and gav'st away both 
parts, thou bor’st thine ass on thy back 
o’er the dirt. Thou hadst little wit in thy 
bald crown when thou gav’st thy golden 
one away. If 1 speak like myself in this, 
let him be whipp’d that first finds it so. i«>3 
[Sings] Fools had ne’er less grace in a year; 

For wise men are grown foppish. 
And know^ not how their wits to 
wear, 

Their manners are so apish. 

Lear, When were you wont to be so full 
of songs, sirrah ? lOn 

Fool. I have us’d it, niincle, e’er since 
thou mad'st thy daughters thy mothers; 
for when thou gav’st them the rod, and 
put’st down thine own breeches 
[Sings] Then they for sudden joy did weep, 
And 1 for sorrow sung. 

That such a king should play bo- 
peep 175 

And go the fools among. 

Prithee, nuncle, keep a schoolmaster that 
can teach thy fool to lie. 1 would fain learn 
to lie. 

Lear. An you lie, sirrah, we’ll have you 
whipp’d, 

Fool. I marvel what kin thou and thy 
daughters are. They’ll have me whipp’d 
for speaking true : thou’It have me whipp’d 
for lying ; and sometimes I am whipp’d for 
holding my peace, I had rather be any kind 
o’ thing tftan a fool; and yet 1 would not 
be thee, nuncle; thou hast pared thy wit 
o* both sides, and left nothing i’ th’ middle. 
Here comes one o’ th’ parings. • 

Enter Goneril. 

Lear. How now, daughter I What makes 
that frontlet on ? You are too much of late 
i’ th’ frown. 

Fool. Thou wast a pretty fellow when 
thou hadst no need to care for her frowning; 
now thou art an O without a figure. 1 am 
better than thou art now: 1 am a fool, 
thou art nothing. [To Goneril] YCvS, forsooth, 
I will hold my tongue; so your face bids 
me, though you say nothing. Mum, mum ! 
He that keeps nor crust nor crumb. 
Weary of all, shall want some. tn? 
[Pointing to Lear] That’s a sheal’d peascod. 

Gon. Not only, sir, this your all-licens’d 
fool, 

But other of your insolent retinue -’oo 
I>o hourly carp and quarrel, breaking 
forth 

In rank and not-to-be-endured riots. Sir, 
I had thought, by making this well known 
unto you. 

To have found a safe redress; but now 
grow fearful. 


By what yourself too late have spoke and 
done, 205 

That you protect this course, and put it on 
By your allowance; which if you should, 
the fault 

Would not scape censure, nor the redresses 
sleep, 209 

Which, in the tender of a wholesome weal. 
Might in their working do you that offence 
Which else were shame, that then necessity 
Will call discreet proceeding. 

Fool. For, you know, nuncle, 

The hedge-sparrow fed the cuckoo so long 
That it’s had it head bit off by it young. 215 
So, out went the candle, and we were left 
darkling. 

Lear. Arc you our daughter ? 

Gon. I would you w ould make use of your 
good wisdom. 

Whereof I know you are fraught, and put 
away 220 

These dispositions which of late transport 
you 

From what you rightly are. 

Fool. May not an ass know when the cart 
draws the horse ? Whoop, Jug ! 1 love thee. 

Lear. Does any here know me ? This is 
not Lear. 225 

Does Lear walk thus ? speak thus ? Where 
are his eyes ? 

Either his notion weakens, or his discern- 
ings 

Are lethargied.—Ha 1 waking ? ’Tis not 
so.— 

Who is it that can tell me who lam? 

Fool. Lear’s shadow. 230 

Lear. I would learn that; for, by the 
marks of sovereignty, knowledge, and 
reason, I should be false persuaded I had 
daughters. 

Fool. Which they will make an obedient 
father. 

Lear. Your name, fair gentlewoman ? 235 

Gon. This admiration, sir, is much o’ th’ 
savour 

Of other your new pranks. I do beseech you 
To understand my purposes aright. 

As you are old and reverend, should be wise. 
Here do you keep a hundred knights and 
squires; 240 

Men so disorder’d, so debosh’d and bold. 
That this our court, infected with their 
manners. 

Shows like a riotous inn. Epicurism and 
lust 

Makes it more like a tavern or a brothel 
Than a grac’d palace. The shame itself doth 
speak 245 

For instant remedy. Be then desir’d 
By her that else will take tlie thing she begs 
A little to disquantity your train ; 

And the remainders that shall still depend 
To be suclx men as may besort your age, 250 
Which know themselves and vou. 
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Lear. Darkness and devils ! 

Saddle my horses ; call my train together. 
Degenerate bastard I I'll not trouble thee ; 
Yet have I left a daughter. 

Gon. You strike my people; and your 
disorder'd rabble 255 

Make servants of their betters. 

Enter Albany. 

Lear. Woe that too late repents!—O, sir, 
are you come ? 

Is it your will ? Speak« sir.—Prepare my 
horses. 

Ingratitude, thou marble-hearted fiend, 
More hideous when thou show'st thee in a 
child 260 

Than the sea-monster! 

Alb, Pray, sir, be patient. 

Lear. [To Goneril] Detested kite! thou 
liest; 

My train are men of choice and rarest parts. 
That all particulars of duty know ; 

And in the most exact regard support 263 
The worships of their name.—O most small 
fault, 

How ugly didst thou in Cordelia show 1 
Which, like an engine, wrench'd my frame 
of nature 

From the fix'd place ; drew from my heart 
all love 26 q 

And added to the gall. O Lear, Lear, Lear! 
Beat at this gate that let thy folly in 

[Striking his head. 
And thy dear judgment out! Go, go, my 
people. [B'xeuni Kent and Knights. 
Alb. My lord, I am guiltless, as 1 am 
ignorant 

Of what hath moved you. 

Lear. It may be so, my lord. 

Hear, Nature, hear ; dear goddess, hear. 275 
Suspend thy purpose, if thou didst intend 
To make this creature fruitful. 

Into her womb convey sterility; 

Dry up in her the organs of increase; 279 

And from her derogate body never spring 
A babe to honour her! If she must 
teem. 

Create her child of spleen, that it may live 
And be a thwart disnatur'd torment to her. 
Let it stamp wrinkles in her brow of youth. 
With cadent tears fret channels in her 
cheeks, 285 

Turn all her mother's pains and benefits 
To laughter and contempt, that she may 
feel 

How sharper than a se^ent's tooth it is 
To have a thankless child. Away, away I 

[BxU, 

Alb. Now, gods that we adore, whereof 
comes this ? 290 

Gon. Never afiiict yourself to know more 
of it; 

But let his disposition have that scope 
As dotage gives it. 
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Re-^ter Lear. 

Lear. What, fifty of my followers at a 
clap! 

Within a fortnight i 

Alb. What's the matter, sir ? 

Lear. I'll tell thee. [To Goneril] Life and 
death ! 1 am asham'd 290 

That thou hast power to shake my man¬ 
hood thus; 

That these hot tears, which break from me 
perforce, 

Should make thee worth them. Blasts and 
fogs upon thee I 

Th* untented woundings of a father's curse 
Pierce every sense about thee!—Old fond 
eyes, 301 

Beweep this cause again, I'll pluck ye 
out, 

And cast you, with the waters that you 
loose. 

To temper clay. Ha ! Is’t come to this ? 
Let it be so. 1 have another daughter, 
Who, I am sure, is kind and comfortable. 
When she shall hear this of thee, with her 
nails 

She’ll flay thy wolfish visage. Thou shalt 
find 

That I'll resume the shape which thou dost 
think 

I have cast oflf for ever. 31.) 

[Exit Lear. 

Gon. Do you mark that ? 

Alb. I cannot be so partial, Goneril, 

To the great love I bear you— 

Gon. Pray you, content.—What, Oswald, 
hoi 

[To the Pool] You, sir, more knave than 
fool, after your master. 315 

Fool. N uncle Lear, nuncle Lear, tarry— 
take the fool with thee. 

A fox, when one has caught her, 

And such a daughter, 

Should sure to the slaughter, 320 

If my cap would buy a halter. 

So the fool follows after. [Exii. 

Gon. This man hath had good counsel. A 
hundred knights! 

Tis politic and safe to let him keep 
At point a hundred knights—yes, that on 
every dream, 325 

Each buzz, each fancy, each complaint, 
dislike. 

He may enguard his dotage with their 
pow'rs. 

And hold our lives in mercy. Oswald, I say! 

Alb. Well, you may fear too far. 

Gon. Safer than trust too far. 

Let me still take away the harms I fear, 330 
Not fear still to be taken. I know his heart. 
What he hath utter'd 1 have writ my 
sister. 

If she sustain him and his hundred knights. 
When I have show'd th* unfitness— 
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Rt-enier Oswald. 

How now, Oswald! 
What, have you writ that letter to my 
sister ? 335 

Osw. Ay, madam. 

Gon. Take you some company, and away 
to horse; 

Inform her full of my particular fear, 

And thereto add such reasons of your own 
As may compact it more. Get you gone ; 
And hasten your return. [Exit Oswald] No, 
no, my lord, 

This milky gentleness and course of yours. 
Though 1 condemn not, yet, under pardon. 
You are much more ataxt for want of 
wisdom 

Than prais'd for harmful mildness. 31s 
Alb, How far your eyes may pierce I 
cannot tell. 

Striving to better, oft we mar what’s well. 
Gon, Nay, then— 

Alb, Well, w'ell; th' event. [Exeunt, 

Scene V. Court before the Duke of Albany*s 
palace. 

Enter Lear, Kent, and Fool. 

Lear, Go you before to Gloucester with 
these letters. Acquaint my daughter no 
further with anything you know than comes 
from her demand out of the letter. If your 
diligence be not speedy, I shall be there 

afore you. 4 

Kent, I will not sleep, my lord, till 1 have 
delivered your letter. fExit. 

Fool, If a man’s brains were in’s heels, 

were’t not in danger of kibes ? 

Lear, Ay, boy. 

Fool, Then, I prithee, be merry ; thy wit 
shall not go slipshod. 11 

Lear, Ha, ha, ha ! 

Fool, Shalt see thy other daughter will 
use thee kindly ; for though she’s as like 
this as a crab’s like an apple, yet 1 can tell 
what I can tell. 15 

Lear, What canst tell, boy ? 

Fool, She will taste as like this as a crab 
does to a crab. Thou canst tell why one’s 
nose stands i’ th’ middle on’s face ? 

Lear, No. 

Fool Why to keep one's eyes of either 
side’s nose, that what a man cannot smell 
out, he may spy into. 

Lear, I did her wrong. 

Fool. Canst tell how an oyster makes his 
shell ? 

Lear, No. 25 

Fool. Nor I neither; but I can tell why 
a snail has a house. 

Lear. Why 7 

Fool. Why, to put’s head in ; not to give 
tt away to his daughters, and leave his horns 
without a case. 30 


Lear. I will forget my nature. So kind a 
father !—Be my horses ready ? 

Fool. Thy asses are gone about ’em. The 
reason why the seven stars are no moe than 
seven is a pretty reason. 

Lear, Because they are not eight ? 35 

Fool. Yes, indeed. Thou wouldst make a 
good fool. 

Lear. To take’t again perforce ! Monster 
ingratitude ! 

Fool, If thou wert my fool, nuncle, I’d 
have thee beaten for being old before thy 
time. 

Lear, How’s that 7 40 

Fool, Thou shouldst not have been old 
till thou hadst been wise. 

Lear. O, let me not be mad, not mad, 
sweet heaven! 

Keep me in temper ; 1 would not be mad I 
Enter Gentleman. 

How now! are the horses ready 7 45 

Gent, Ready, my lord. 

Lear. Come, boy. 

Fool. She that’s a maid now, and laughs 
at my departure, 

Shall not be a maid long, unless things be 
cut shorter. [Exeunt, 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. A court-yard in the Earl of 
Gloucester's castle. 

Enter Edmund and Curan, meeting, 

Edm, Save thee, Curan. 

Cur, And you, sir. I have been with 
your father, and given him notice that the 
Duke of Cornw^all and Regan his Duchess 
will be here with him this night. 

Edm, How comes that ? 5 

Cur. Nay, I know not. You have heard 
of the news abroad ; I mean the whisper’d 
one, for they are yet but ear*bussing 
arguments ? 

Edm. Not I. Pray you, what are they 7 
Cur. Have you heard of no likely wars 
toward 'twixt the Dukes of Cornwall and 
Albany ? i* 

Edm, Not a word. 

Cur. You may do, then, in time. Fare 
you well, sir. [Exit. 

Edm, The Duke be here to-night 7 The 
better! best! 

This weaves itself perforce into my busi¬ 
ness. 15 

My father hath set guard to take my 
brother; 

And I have one thing, of a queasy question, 
Which I must act. Briefness and fortune 
work! 

Brother, a word I Descend. Brother, I say I 
Enter Edgar. 

My father watches. O sir, fly this place; 20 
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Intelligence is given where you are hid; 
You have now the good advantage of the 
night. 

Have you not spoken ’gainst the Duke of 
Cornwall ? 

He’s coming hither, now, i’ th* night, i’ th* 
haste, 

And Regan with him. Have you nothing 
said ^5 

Upon his party 'gainst the Duke of Albany? 
Advise yourself. 

Edg. I am sure on’t, not a word. 

Edm. I hear my father coming. Pardon 
me, 

In cunning I must draw my sword upon 
you. 

Draw ; seem to defend yourself; now quit 
you well.— 30 

Yield ; come before my father. Light, ho, 
here I — 

Fly, brother.—Torches, torches !—So, fare-! 

well. [Exd Edgar, | 

Some blood drawn on me would beget! 

opinion [Wounds his arm, I 

Of my more fierce endeavour, I have seen 
drunkards 

Do more than this in sport,—Father, 
father I 35 

Stop, stop ! No help ? 

Enter Gloucester, and Servants wiffi 
torches, 

Glo, Now, Edmund, where's the villain ? 

Edm, Here stood he in the dark, his sharp 
sword out. 

Mumbling of wicked charms, conjuring the 
moon 

To stand’s auspicious mistress. 

Glo, But where is he ? 40 

Edm, Look, sir, I bleed. 

Glo, Where is the villain, Edmund ? 

Edm, Fled this way, sir. When by no 
means he could— 

Glo, Pursue him, ho I Go after. [Exeunt 
Sen'antsJ—By no means what ? 

Edm, Persuade me to the murder of your 
lordship; 

But that I told him the revenging gods 15 
'Gainst parricides did all their thunders 
bend; 

Spoke with how manifold and strong a bond 
The child was bound to th’ father. Sir, in 
fine. 

Seeing how loathly opposite 1 stood 
To his unnatural purpose, in fell motion, so 
With his prepared sword, he charges home 
My unprovided body, latch’d mine arm; 
But when he saw my best alarum*d spirits, 
Bold in the quarrel’s right, rous'd to th' 
encounter, 

Or whether gasted by the noise 1 made, 55 
Full suddenly he fled. 

Glo, Let him fly far. 

Not in this land shall he remain uncaught: 
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And found—dispatch. The noble Duke my 
master. 

My worthy arch and patron, comes to¬ 
night ; 

By his authority I will proclaim it, < f> 
That he which finds him shall deserve our 
thanks. 

Bringing the murderous coward to the 
stake; 

He that conceals him, death. 

Edm. When I dissuaded him from his 
intent, 

And found him pight to do it, with curst 
speech <>5 

I threaten'd to discover him ; he replied, 
‘ Thou unpossessing bastard ! dost thou 
think, 

If I would stand against thee, would the 
reposure 

Of any trust, virtue, or worth, in thee 
Make thy words faith’d ? No. What I 
should deny— 7 <» 

As this I would ; ay, though thou didst 
produce 

My very character—I’d turn it all 
To thy suggestion, plot, and damned 
practice; 

And thou must make a dullard of the world. 
If they not thought the profits of my death 
Were very pregnant and potential spurs 
To make thee seek it ’. 

Glo. O strong and fast’ned villain ! 
Would he deny his letter ?—1 never got 
him. [Tucket within* 

Hark, the Duke’s trumpets! 1 know not 
why he comes. 

All ports I’ll bar; the villain shall not 
scape; «o 

The Duke must grant me that. Besides, his 
picture 

1 will send far and near, that all the 
kingdom 

May have due note of him ; and of my land. 
Loyal and natural boy. I’ll work the means 
To make thee capable. 

Enter Cornwall, Regan, and Attendants. 

Corn, How now, my noble friend! since 
1 came hither. 

Which I can call but now, I have heard 
strange news. 

Reg. If it be true, all vengeance comes too 
short 

Whkh can pursue th' offender. How dost, 
my lord ? 

Glo, O, madam, my old heart is crack’d, 
it’s crack'd! o® 

Reg. What, did my father’s godson seek 
your life ? 

He whom my father nam'd ? your Edgar ? 

Glo, O lady, lady, shame would have it 
hid! 

Reg. Was he not companion with the 
riotous knights 
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That tend upon my father ? 95 

Glo, I know not, madam. *Tis too bad, 
too bad. 

Edm. Yes, madam, he was of that 
consort. 

Reg, No marvel, then, though he were ill 
affected. 

'Tis they have put him on the old man’s 
death. 

To have th’ expense and waste of his 
revenues. 1(10 

I have this present evening from my sister 
Been well inform’d of them ; and with such 
cautions 

That, if they come to sojourn at my house. 
I’ll not be there. 

Coni. Nor I, assure thee, Regan. 

Edmund, I hear that you have shown your 
father 105 

A child-like office. 

Edm. It was my duty, sir. 

Glo, He did bewray his practice, and 
receiv’d 

This hurt you see, striving to apprehend him. 

Corn. Is he pursued 7 

Glo. Ay, my good lord. 

Corn. If he be taken, he shall never more 
Be fear’d of doing harm. Make your own 
purpose. 111 

How in my strength you please. For you, 
Edmund, 

Whose virtue and obedience doth this 
instant 

So much commend itself, you shall be ours. 
Natures of such deep trust we shall much 
need; J15 

You we first seize on. 

Edm. 1 shall serve you, sir, 

Truly, however else, 

Glo, For him I thank your Grace. 

Corn. You know not why we came to 
visit you— 

Reg, Thus out of season, threading dark¬ 
ey’d night: il«; 

Occasions, noble Gloucester, of some poise. 
Wherein we must have use of your advice. 
Our father he hath writ, so hath our sister. 
Of differences, which 1 best thought it fit 
To answer from our home; the several 
messengers 

From hence attend dispatch. Our good old 
friend, 1^5 

Lay comforts to your bosom, and bestow 
Your needful counsel to our businesses, 
Which craves the instant use, 

Glo. I serve you, madam. 

Your Graces are right welcome. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Before Gloucester*s castle. 

Enter Kent and Oswald severally. 

Osw, Good dawning to thee, friend. Art 
of this house 7 

Kent Ay, 


Osw. Where may we set our horvses 7 
Kent 1 ’ th* mire. 

Osw. Prithee, if thou lov’st me, tell me. 5 
Kent I love thee not. 

O-sw. Why then, I care not for thee. 
Kent If I had thee in Lipsbury pinfold, 1 
would make thee care for me. 

Osw. Why dost thou use me thus ? I 
know thee not. 10 

Kent. Fellow, I know thee. 

Osw. What dost thou know me for ? 
Kent A knave, a rascal, an eater of 
broken meats; a base, proud, shallow, 
lieggarly, three-suited, hundred-pound, 
filthy, worsted-stocking knave; a lily- 
liver’d, action-taking, whoreson, glass¬ 
gazing, superserviceable, finical rogue; 
one-trunk-inheriting slave; one that 
woiildst be a bawd in way of good service, 
and art nothing but the composition of a 
knave, beggar, coward, pander, and the 
son and heir of a mongrel bitch ; one whem 
I will beat into clamorous whining, if thou 
deny’st the least syllable of thy addition. 

Osw. Why, w'hat a monstrous fellow art 
thou, thus to rail on one that is neither 
known of thee nor know^s thee ? 24 

Kent. What a hrazen-fac’d varlet art 
thou, to deny thou knowest me ! Is it tw^o 
days since 1 tripp’d up thy heels and beat 
thee before the King 7 Draw, you rogue ; 
lor, though it be night, yet the moon 
shines; I’ll make a sop o’ th* moonshine 
of you; you whoreson cullionly barber- 
monger, draw. [Drawing his suord. 

Osw. Away I I have nothing to do with 
thee. 31 

Kent Draw, you rascal. Yon come with 
letters against the King, and take Vanity 
the puppet’s part against the royalty of her 
father. Draw, you rogue, or I'll so carbon¬ 
ado your shanks. Draw, you rascal; come 
your ways. 

Osw. Help, ho I murder ! help. 3^> 

Kent Strike, you slave; stand, rogue, 
stand ; you neat slave, strike. 

[Beating hint. 

Osw. Help, ho ! murder ! murder ! 

Enter Edmund with his rapier draum, 
Gloucester, Cornwall, Regan, and 
Servants. 

Edm. How now I What’s the matter ? 
Part I 40 

Kent. With you, goodman boy, an you 
please. Come, I’ll flesh ye ; come on, young 
master. 

Glo. Weapons ! arms I What’s the matter 
here ? 

Corn. Keep peace, upon your lives ; 

He dies that strikes again. What is the 
matter ? 45 

Reg, The messengers from our sister and 
the King. 
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Corn, What is your difference ? Speak. 
Osiv , I am scarce in breath, my lord. 
Kent No marvel, you have so bestirr'd 
your valour. You cowardly rascal, nature 
disclaims in thee : a tailor made thee. 51 
Com. Thou art a strange fellow. A tailor 
make a man ? 

Kent, Ay, a tailor, sir. A stone-cutter or 
a painter could not have made him so ill, 
though they had been but two years o’ th' 
trade, 55 

Corn. Speak yet, how grew your quarrel ? 
Osw . This ancient ruffian, sir, whose life 1 
have spar’d at suit of his grey beard— 
Kent. Thou whoreson zed! thou un¬ 
necessary letter ! My lord, if you will give 
me leave, 1 will tread this unbolted viUain 
into mortar, and daub the wall of a jakes 
with him.—Spare my grey beard, you 
wagtail ? 62 

Com. Peace, sirrah! 

You beastly knave, know you no reverence? 

Kent. Yes, sir; but anger hath a 
privilege. 05 

Com. Why art thou angry ? 

Kent. That such a slave as this should 
wear a sword. 

Who wears no honesty. Such smiling 
rogues as these. 

Like rats, oft bite the holy cords a-twain 
Which are too int rinse t’ unloose ; smooth 
every passion ?<> 

That in the natures of their lords rebel; 
Bring oil to fire, snow to their colder moods; 
Renege, affirm, and turn their halcyon 
beaks 

With every gale and vary of their masters. 
Knowing nought, like dogs, but following. 
A plague upon your epileptic visage ! 70 

Smile you my seeches, as I were a fool ? 
Goose, if I had you upon Sarum plain, 
rd drive ye cackling home to Camelot. 
Com. What, are thou mad, old fellow ? 
Glo. How fell you out ? Say that. «i 
Kent. No contraries hold more antipathy 
Than I and such a knave. 

Com. Why dost thou call him knave ? 
What is his fault ? 

Kent. His countenance likes me not. 85 
Com. No more, perchance, does mine, 
nor his, nor hers. 

Kent. Sir, 'tis my occupation to be plain ; 
I have seen better faces in my time 
Than stands on any shoulder that I see 
Before me at this instant. 

Com. This is some fellow 90 

Who, having been prais’d for bluntness, 
doth affect 

A saucy roughness, and constrains the garb 
Quite from his nature. He cannot flatter, 
he, 

An honest mind and plain—he must speak 
truth. 

An they will take it, so; if not, he’s plain. 
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These kind of knaves 1 know, which in this 
plainness 9^ 

Harbour more craft and more corrupter 
ends 

Tlian twenty silly ducking observants 
That stretch their duties nicely. 90 

Kent. Sir, in good faith, in sincere verity. 
Under tb' allowance of your great aspect. 
Whose influence, like the wreath of radiant 
fire 

On flickering Phoebus’ front— 

Com. What mean’st by this ? 

Kent. To go out of my dialect, which you 
discommend so much. I know, sir, 1 am no 
flatterer. He that beguil’d you in a plain 
accent was a plain knave ; which, for my 
part, 1 w'ill not be, though 1 should win 
your displeasure to entreat me to’t. 

Com. What was th’ offence you gave 
him ? 

Osw. I never gave him any. no 

It pleas’d the King his master very late 
To strike at me, upon his misconstruction ; 
When he, compact, and flattering his dis¬ 
pleasure. 

Tripp’d me behind ; being down, insulted, 
rail’d. 

And put upon him such a deal of man 1x5 
That worthied him, got praises of the 
King 

For him attempting who was self-subdu’d ; 
And in the fleshment of this dread exploit, 
Drew on me here again. 

Kent. None of these rogues and cowards 
But Ajax is their fool. 

Com. Fetch forth the stocks. 120 

You stubborn ancient knave, you reverend 
braggart. 

We’ll teach you. 

Kent. Sir, I am too old to learn. 

Call not your stocks for me; I serve the 
King, 

On whose employment I was sent to you. 
You shall do small respect, show too bold 
malice 12 s 

Against the grace and person of my master, 
Stocking his messenger. 

Com. Fetch forth the stocks. As I have 
life and honour, 

There shall he sit till noon. 

Reg. Till noon ! Till night, my lord ; and 
all night too, 130 

Kent. Why, madam, if I were your 
father’s dog. 

You should not use me so. 

Reg. Sir, being his knave, 1 will. 

Com, This is a fellow of the self-same 
colour 

Our sister speaks of. Come, bring away the 
stocks. [Stocks brought out. 

Glo. Let me beseech your Grace not to do 
so. X35 

His fault is much, and the good King his 
master 
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Will check him for*t; your purpos'd low 
correction 

Is such as basest and contemned’st wretches 
For pilf'rings and most common trespasses 
Are punish'd with. The King must take 
it ill iic> 

That he, so slightly valued in his messenger. 
Should have him thus restrained. 

Corn. ril answer that. 

Reg. My sister may receive it much more 
worse 

To have her gentleman abus'd, assaulted. 
For following her affairs. Put in his legs. 

[Keni is put in the stocks. 
Come, my good lord, away. 

[Exeunt all but Gloucester and Kent. 

Glo. I am sorry for thee, friend ; 'tis the 
Duke's pleasure 

Whose disposition, all the world well knows. 
Will not be rubb’d nor stopp'd. I’ll entreat 
for thee. 

Kent, Pray, do not, sir. 1 have watch’d 
and traveil’d hard ; 150 

Some time 1 shall sleep out, the rest I’ll 
whistle. 

A good man’s fortune may grow out at 
heels. 

Give you good morrow ! 

Glo. The Duke’s to blame in this ; 
’Twill be ill taken. [Exd. 

Kent. Good King, that must approve the 
common saw, is5 

Thou out of heaven’s benediction com’st 
To the warm sun ! 

Approach, thou beacon to this under glob^. 
That by thy comfortable beams I may 
Peruse this letter. Nothing almost sees 
miracles too 

But misery. 1 know 'tis from Cordelia, 
Who hath most fortunately been inform’d 
Of my obscured course. [Reads] ‘ —and 
shall find time 

From this enormous state—seeking to give 
Losses their remedies.’ All weary and o’er- 
watch’d, i«»f> 

Take vantage, heavy eyes, not to behold 
This shameful lodging. 

Fortune, good night; smile once more; 
turn thy wheel. [He sleeps. 

Scene III. T/ie open country. 

Enter Edgar. 

Edg. I heard myself proclaim’d. 

And by the happy hollow of a tree 
Escap’d the hunt. No port is free ; no place 
That guard and most unusual vigilance 
Does not attend my taking. Whiles 1 may 
scape 5 

I will preserve myself; and am bethought 
To take the basest and most poorest shape 
That ever penury in contempt of man 
Brought near to beast. My face I'll grime 
with filtht 


Blanket my loins, elf all my hairs in knots, 
And with presented nakedness outface n 
The winds and persecutions of the sky. 
The country gives me proof and precedent 
Of Bedlam beggars, who, with roaring 
voices, 

Strike in their numb'd and mortified bare 
arms 15 

Pins, wooden pricks, nails, sprigs of rose¬ 
mary ; 

And with this horrible object, from low 
farms. 

Poor pelting villages, sheep-cotes, and mills. 
Sometimes with lunatic bans, sometime 
with prayers. 

Enforce their charity. Poor Turly god! 

poor Tom ! 20 

That’s something yet. Edgar 1 nothing am. 

[Exif. 

Scene IV. Before Gloucester*s castle. 

Enter Lear, Fool, and Gentleman, to Kent 
in the slocks. 

Lear. 'Tis strange that they should so 
depart from home. 

And not send back my messenger. 

Gent. As I Icarn’d, 

The night before there was no purpose in 
them 

Of this remove, 

Kent. Hail to thee, noble master! 

Lear. Ha! 5 

Mak’st thou this shame thy pastime ? 
Kent. No, my lord. 

Fool. Ha, ha ! he wears cruel garters. 
Horses are tied by the heads, dogs and 
bears by th’ neck, monkeys by th’ loins, 
and men by th’ legs. When a man’s over- 
lusty at legs, then he wears wooden nether- 
stocks. 10 

Lear. What’s he that hath so much thy 
place mistook 
To set thee here ? 

Kent. It is both he and she. 

Your son and daughter. 

Lear, No. 

Kent, Yes. 15 

Lear. No, I say. 

Kent. I say, yea. 

Lear, No, no ; they would not. 

Kent, Yes, they have. 

Lear. By Jupiter, I swear, no. 20 

Kent. By Juno, 1 swear, ay. 

Lear. They durst not do't; 

They could not, would not do’t; 'tis worse 
than murder 

To do upon respect such violent outrage. 
Resolve me with all modest haste which 
way 

Thou might'st deserve or they impose this 
usage, 25 

Coming from us. 

Kent, Mv lord, when at their home 
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I did commend your Highness* letters to 
them. 

Ere I was risen from the place that show’d 
My duty kneeling, came there a reeking 
post, 

Stew*d in his haste, half breatliless, panting 
forth 30 

From Goneril his mistress salutations ; 
Deliver'd letters, spite of intermission. 
Which presently they read ; on whose con¬ 
tents 

They summon’d up their mciny, straight 
took horse. 

Commanded me to follow and attend 35 
The leisure of their answer, gave me cold 
looks; 

And meeting here the other messenger. 
Whose welcome 1 perceiv’d had poison’d 
mine. 

Being the very fellow which of late 30 
Display’d so saucily against your Highness, 
Having more man than wit about me, drew. 
He rais’d the house with loud and coward 
cries. 

Your son and daughter found this trespass 
worth 

The shame which here it suffers. 

FooL Winter’s not gone yet, if the wild 
geese fly that way. 

Fathers that wear tugs 
Do make their children blind ; 
But fathers that bear bags 
Shall see their children kind. 50 
Fortune, that arrant whore. 

Ne’er turns the key to th* poor. 
But, for all this, thou shalt have as many 
dolours for thy daughters as thou canst 
tell in a year. 

Lear, O, how this mother swells up to¬ 
ward my heart I 55 

Hysterica passio—down, thou climbing 
sorrow, 

Thy element’s below. Where is this 
daughter ? 

Kent, With the earl, sir, here within. 
Lear, Follow me not; 

Stay here. [ExU, 

Geni, Made you no more oflfence but what 
you speak of ? oo 

Kent, None. 

How chance the King comes with so small 
a number ? 

Fool, An thou hadst been set i’ th’ stocks 
for that question, thou'dst well deserv’d it. 
Kent, Why, fool ? 6:5 

Fool, We’ll set thee to school to an ant, 
to teach thee there’s no labouring i' th’ 
winter. All that follow their noses are led 
by their eyes but blind men; and there's 
not a nose among twenty but can smell him 
that's stinking. Let go thy hold when a 
great wheel runs down a hill, lest it break 
thy neck with following; but the great 
one that goes upward, let him draw thee i 
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after. When a wise man gives thee better 
counsel, give me mine again. I would have 
none but knaves follow it, since a fool 
gives it. 75 

That sir which serves and seeks for gain. 
And follows but for form, 

Will pack when it begins to rain, 

And leave thee in the storm. 

But I will tarry ; the fool will stay Bo 
And let the wise man fly. 

The knave turns fool that runs away ; 
The fool no knave, perdy. 

Kent, Where learn’d you this, fool ? 

Fool, Not i’ th' stocks, fool, «5 

Re-enter Lear and Gloucester. 

Lear. Deny to speak with me I They are 
sick ! They are weary ! 

They have travail’d all the night! Merc 
fetches; 

The images of revolt and flying off. 

Fetch me a better answer. 

Glo, My dear lord. 

You know the fiery quality of the Duke ; yo 
How unremovable and fix’d he is 
In his own course. 

Lear. Vengeance 1 plague! death! con¬ 
fusion I 

Fiery? What quality? Why Gloucester, 
Gloucester, 

I'd speak with the Duke of Cornwall and 
his wife. 9^ 

Glo. Well, my good lord, I have inform’d 
them so. 

Lear, Inform'd them ! Dost thou under¬ 
stand me, man ? 

Glo, Ay, my good lord. 

Lear. The King would speak with Corn¬ 
wall ; the dear father 

Would with his daughter speak; commands 
their service. xoo 

Are they inform’d of this ? My breath and 
blood! 

Fiery ? the fiery Duke ? Tell the hot Duke 
that— 

No, but not yet. May be he is not well. 
Infirmity doth still neglect all office 
Whereto our health is bound ; we are not 
ourselves tos 

When nature, being oppress’d, commands 
the mind 

To suffer with the body. I'll forbear ; 

And am fallen out with my more headier 
will 

To take the indispos’d and sickly fit 
For the sound mam Death on my state t 
Wherefore no 

Should he sit here ? This act persuades me 
That this remotion of the Duke and her 
Is practice only. Give me my servant forth. 
Go tell the Duke and’s wife I'd speak with 
them— 

Now, presently. Bid them come forth and 
hear me. xi5 
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Or at their chamber door I’ll beat the drum 
Till it cry sleep to death. 

Glo, 1 would have all well betwixt you. 

[Exri. 

Lear. O me. my heart, my rising heart! 

But, down. iiy 

Foot Cry to it, niincle, as the cockney did 
to the eels when she put ’em i’ th' paste 
alive; she knapp’d ’em o’ th* coxcombs 
with a stick, and cried ‘ Down, wantons, 
down*. *Twas her brother that, in pure 
kindness to his horse, butter’d his hay. m 

Enter Cornwall, Regan, Gloucester, 
and Servants. 

Lear. Good morrow to you both. 

Corn. Hail to your Grace ! 

[Kent here set at liberty. 
Reg. 1 am glad to see your Highness. 
Lear. Regan, I think you are ; 1 know 
what reason 

I have to think so. If thou shouldst not be 

plad, 

I would divorce me from thy mother’s 
tomb, 

Sepulchring an adultrcss. [To Kent] O, are 
you froe ? i 

Some other time for that.—Beloved Regan, 
Thy sister’s naught. O Regan, she hath 
tied 

Sharp-tooth’d unkindness, like a vulture, 
here. ]Points to his heurf. 

I can scarce speak to thee; thou’It not 
helieve 

With how deprav’d a quality—O Regan ! 
Reg. I pray you, sir, take patience. I have 
hope 

You less know how^ to value her desert 
Than she to scant her duty. 

Lear. Say, how is that ? 

Reg. I cannot think my sister in the least 
Would fail her obligation. If, sir, perchance 
She have restrain’d the riots of yout 
followers, lu 

*Tls on such ground, and to such wholesome 
end, 

As clears her from all blame. 

Lear. My curses on her ! 

Reg. O, sir, you arc old ; 

Nature in you stands on the very verge 
Of her confine. You should be rul’d and led 
By some discretion that discerns your state 
Better than you yourself. Therefore I pray 
you 

'That to our sister you do make return ; 
Say you have wrong’d her, sir. 

Lear. Ask her forgiveness ? 

Do you but mark how tliis becomes the 
house: is* 

* Dear daughter, I confess that I am old; 

[Kneeling. 

Age is unnecessary; on my knees 1 beg 
That you’ll vouchsafe me raiment, bed, and 
food \ 

36 


Reg. Good sir, no more; these are un¬ 
sightly tricks. 155 

Return you to my sister. 

Lear. [Rising] Never, Regan. 

She hath abated me of half my train ; 
Look’d black upon me ; struck me with her 
tongue. 

Most serpent-like, upon the very heart. 
All the stor’d vengeances of heaven fall 
On her ingrateful top 1 Strike her young 

bonCsS, 

You taking airs, with lameness. 

Corn. Fie, sir, fe! 

Lear. You nimble lightnings, dart your 
blinding flames 

Into her scornful eyes. Infect her beauty. 
You fcn-siick’d fogs, drawn by the pow'rful 
sun 165 

To fall and blast her pride. 

keg. O the blest gods ! 

So will you wish on me w hen the rash mood 
is on. 

Lear. No, Regan, thou shalt never have 
my curse : 

Thy tender-hefted nature shall not give 170 
1 hee o’er to harshness. Her eyes are fierce, 
but thine 

Do comfort and not burn. *Tis not in thee 
To grudge my pleasures, to cut off my train. 
To bandy hasty words, to scant my sires, 
And, in conclusion, to oppose the bolt J75 
Against my coming in ; thou better krew’st 
The offices of nature, bond of childhccd. 
Effects of courtesy, dues of gratitude ; 

Thy half o’ th’ kingdom hast thou not forgot, 
Wherein 1 thee endow’d. 

Reg. Good sir, to th* purpose. 180 

Lear. Who put my man i’ th’ stocks ? 

n’l cVe/ ivithin. 
Corn. What trumpet's that ? 

Reg. I know’t—my sister’s. This 
approves her letter. 

That she would soon be here. 

Enter Oswald. 

Is your lady come ? 
Lear. This is a slave whose casy-borrew’d 
pride 184 

Dwells in the fickle grace of her he follows. 
Out, varlet, from my sight! 

Com. What means your Grace ? 

Enter Goneril. 

Lear. Who stock’d my servant ? Regan, 
I have good hope 

Thou didst not know on’t.—Who comes 
here ? O heavens, 

If you do love old men, if your sweet sw ay 
Allow obedience, if you yourselves are old, 
Make it your cause ; send down, and take 
mv part, lyi 

[To Goneril] Art not asham’d to look upon 
this beard ?— 

O Regan, will you take her by the hand ? 

X089 
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Gon. Why n^t by th' hand, sir ? How 
have 1 offended ? 

All’s not o.Tence that indiscretion finds, 195 
And dotage terms so. 

Lean O sides, you are too tough I 

Will you yet hold ?—How came my man 
i' th’ stocks ? 

Com. 1 set him there, sir ; but his own 
disorders 

Deserv’d much less advancement. 

Lear. You I did you ? 

Reg. 1 pray you, father, being weak, 
seem so. -or. 

If, till the expiration of your month, 

You will return and sojourn with mv sister. 
Dismissing half your train, come then to 
me. 

1 am now from home, and out of that 
provision 

Which shall be needful for your entertain¬ 
ment, 

Lear. Return to her, and fifty men 
dismiss’d ? 

Nj, rather I abiiire all roofs, and choose 
To wage against the enmity o’ th' air, 

To be a comrade with the wolf and owl— 
Necessity’s .sharp pinch ! Return with her ? 
W’hy, the hot-blooded France, that dower- 
less took II 

Our youngest born—I could as well be 
brought 

To knee tills throne, and, squire-like, 
pension beg 

To keep base life afoot. Return with her ? 
Persuade me rather to b? slave and sumpter 
To this detested groom. [Pointing toOsivafil. 

Gon. At your choice, sir. 

Lear. I prithee, daughter, do not make 
me mad. 17 

I will not trouble thee, my child ; farewell. 
W''e’n no more meet, no more see one 
another. 

But yet thou art my flesh, my blood, my 
daughter; *^0 

Or rather a disease that’s in my flesh, 
Which I must needs call mine; thou art a 
boil, 

A plague-sore, or embossed carbuncle 
In my corrupted blood. But I’ll not chide 
thee ; 

Let shame come when it will, I do not 
call it; 

I do not bid the Thunder-bearer shoot. 
Nor tell tales of thee to high-judging Jove. 
Mend when thou canst; be better at thy 
leisure; 

I can be patient; I can stay with Regan, 
I and my hundred knights. 

Reg. Not altogether so. ^30 

I look’d not for you yet, nor am provided 
For your fit welcome. Give car, sir, to my 
sister; 

For those that mingle reason with your 
passion 


Must be content to think you old, and so— 
But she knows what she does. 

Lear. Is this well spoken ? 

Reg. 1 dare avouch it, sir. What, fifty 
followers ? 

Is it not well ? What should you need of 
more ? 

Yea, or so many, sith that both charge and 
danger 

Speak ’gainst so great a number ? How in 
one house 23-, 

Should many people under two commands 
Hold amity ? ’ lis hard ; almost impossible. 

Gon. Why might not you, my lord, 
receive attendance 

From those that she calls servants, or from 
mine ? 

Reg. Why not, my lord ? If then they 
chanc’d to slack ye, 

We could control them. If you will come 
to me— -1? 

For now 1 spy a danger—1 entreat you 
To bring but five and twenty. To no 
more 

Will I give place or notice. 

Lear. I gave you all. 

Reg. And in good time vou gave it. 

Lear. Made you my guardians, my de¬ 
positaries ; 

But kept a reservation to be followed 
With such a number. What, must 1 come 
to you 

With five and twenty, Regan ? Said you so? 

Reg. And speak't again, my lord. No 
more with me. 

Lear. I'hosc wicked creatures yet do look 
w'cll-favour’U 

When others are more wicked ; not being 
the worst 

Stands in some rank of praise. [To ConerUl 
ril go with thee. 

fhy fifty yet doth double five and twenty. 
And thou art twice her love. 

Gon. Hear me, iny lord : 

What need you five and twenty, ten, or 
five, 

To follow in a house where twice so many 
flave a command to tend you ? 

Reg. What need one ? 

Lear. O, reason not the need! Our 
basest beggars 

Are in the poorest thing superfluous. 

Allow not nature more than nature needs. 
Man’s life is cheap as beast's. Thou art a 
lady; - 

If only to go warm were gorgeous, 

Why% nature needs not what thou gorgeous 
wear’st, 

Which scarcely keeps thee warm. But, for 
true need— 

You heavens, give me that patience, 
patience I need, .7 • 

You see me here, you gods, a poor old 
man. 
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As full of grief as age ; wretched in both. 
If it be you that stirs these daughters* 
hearts 

Against their father, fool me not so 
much 

To bear it tamely; touch rne with noble 
anger, 

And let not women’s weapons, water-drops, 
Stain my man’s checks I No, you unnatural 
hags, 

I will have such revenges on you both 
That all the world shall—I will do such 
things— 

What they arc yet I know not; but thev 
shall be 

The terrors of the earth. You think I’ll 
weep. 

No, ril not weep. [Sforiu and tempesit. 
1 have full cause of weeping ; but this 
heart 

Shall lireak into a hundred thousand flaws 
Or e?e I’ll weep. O fool, 1 shall go mad ! 

[Hxeiiid Le v, Glourester, Kent, and 
Fool. 

Corn. Let us wifhdraw ; ’twill be a storm. 

Kt*:,'. This house is lidlc : the old man 
and’s people 

Cannot be well bestow’d. 

Gon. *Tis his own blame : hath put him¬ 
self from rest, 

And must needs taste his folly. roo 

Reg, For his particular, I’ll receive him 
gladly, 

But not one follower. 

Con. So am I purpos'd. 

Where is mv Lord of Gloucester ? 

Corn, hollowed the old man forth. 

Re-enter Gloikhstkr. 

He IS return’d. 

Glo. The King is in high rage. 

Corn. Whither is he going ? 

Glo. He culls to horse ; but will I know 
not whither. 

Corn. 'Tis best to give him way ; he leads 
himself. 

Gon. My lord, entreat him by no means 
to stay, 

Glo. Alack, the night comes on, and the 
high winds 

Do sorely rutfle ; for many miles about 300 
There's scarce a bush. 

Reg. O sir, to wilful men 

The injuries that they themselves procure 
Must be their schoolmasters. Shut up your 
doors. 

He is attended with a desperate train ; 
And what they may incense him to, being 
apt 305 

To have his ear abus’d, wisdom bids fear. 

Corn. Shut up your doors, my lord ; *tis 
a wild night. 

JMy Regan counsels well. Come out o' th* 
storm. [£.\eunL 


ACT THREE 
Scene I. A fieath. 

Storm still. Enter Kent and a Gentleman, 
sere rally. 

Kent. Who's there, besides foul weather ? 

Gent. Oie minded Lkc the wcaUici, most 
imqiiietly. 

Kent. 1 know you. Where's the King ? 

Gent. Contending with the fretful ele¬ 
ments ; 

Bids the wind blow the earth into the sea, 5 
Or swell the curled waters 'hove the main. 
That things might change or cease ; tears 
his white hair. 

Which the impetuous blasts, with eyeless 
rage. 

Catch in their fury, and make nothing of; 
Strives in his little world of man to out- 
scorn 10 

The to-and-fro conflicting wind and rain. 
This night, wherein the cub-drawn bear 
would couch, 

The lion and the belly-pinched wolf 
Keep their fur dry, unbonneted he runs, 
And bids what will take all. 

Kenf. But who is with him ? 15 

Gent. None but the fool; who labours to 
out-jest 

His heart-struck injuries. 

Kent. Sir, I do know you, 

And dare, upon the warrant of my note, 
Commencl a dear thing to you. There is 
division. 

Although as yet the face of it he co^'e^’d 
With mutual cunning, 'twixt Albany and 
Cornwall; 

Who have—as wiio have not that (heir 
great stars 

Thron’d and set high ?—servants, who seem 
no less, 

Which are to France the spies and specula¬ 
tions 

Intelligent of our state. What hath been 
seen, r.:> 

Either in snuffs and packings of the Dukes : 
Or the hard rein which both of them hath 
borne 

Against the old kind King ; or something 
deeper, 

Whereof perchance these are but furnish¬ 
ings— 

But true it is from France there comes a 
power 30 

Into this scatter’d kingdom, who already, 
Wise in our negligence, have secret feet 
In some of our best ports, and arc at point 
To show their open banner. Now to you : 
If on my credit you dare build so far 35 
To make your speed to Do\ cr, you shall find 
Some that will thank you making just 
report 

Of how unnatural and bemadding sorrow 
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[Act 3 


The King hath cause to plain. 39 

1 am a gentleman of blood and breeding ; 
And from some knowledge and assurance 
offer 

This office to you. 

Gent I will talk further with you. 

Kent, No, do not. 

For confirmation that I am much more 44 
Than my out-wall, open this purse and take 
Wh:it it contains. If you shall see Cordelia, 
As fear not but you shall, show her this ring; 
And she will tell you who your fellow is 
That yet you do not know. Fie on this 
storm! a9 

I will go seek the King. 

Geni. Give me your hand. Have you no 
more to say ? 

Kent. Few words, but, to effect, more 
than all yet; 

That when we have found the King—in 
which your pain 

That way, I’ll this—he that first lights on 
him 51 

Holla the other. [Exeunt severally. 

Scene II. Another part of the heath. 
Storm still. Enter Lear and Fool, 

Lear. Blow, winds, and crack your 
cheeks; rage, blow'. 

You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout 
Till you have drench’d our steeples, 
drown’d the cocks. 

You sulph’rous and thought-executing 
fires, 

Vaunt-couriers of oak-cleaving thunder¬ 
bolts, 5 

Singe my white head. And thou, all¬ 
shaking thunder, 

Strike flat the thick rotundity o’ th’ world ; 
Crack nature’s moulds, all germens spill at 
once. 

That makes ingrateful man. 9 

Fool. O uuncie, court holy water in a dry 
house is better than this rain-water out o’ 
door. Good nuncle, in ; ask thy daughters’ 
blessing. Here’s a night pities neither wise 
men nor fools. 

Lear. Rumble thy bellyful. Spit, fire; 
spout, rain. 

Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my 
daughters. 15 

I tax not you, you elements, with unkind¬ 
ness ; 

I never gave you kingdom, call’d you 
children; 

You owe me no subscription. Then let fall 
Your horrible pleasure. Here I stand, your 
slave, 

A poor, infirm, weak and despis’d old man ; 
But yet I call you servile ministers 21 
Tiiat will with two pernicious daughters 
join 

Your high-engender’d battles ’gainst a head 
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So old and white as this. O, ho! ’tis foul I 

Fool, He that has a house to put’s head 
in has a good head-piece. 26 

The cod-piece that will house 
Before the head has any. 

The head and he shall louse ; 

So beggars marry many. 30 

The man that makes his toe 
What he his heart should make 
Shall of a corn cry woe. 

And turn his sleep to wake. 

For there was never yet fair woman but she 
made mouths in a glass. 

Enter Ki:nt. 

Lear. No, I will be the pattern of all 
patience; 

I will say nothing. 

Kent. Who’s there ? 

Fool. Ma’-ry, here's grace and a cod-piece; 
that's a wise man and a fool. 41 

Kent. Alas, sir, are you here ? Things 
that love night 

Love not such nights as these ; the wrath¬ 
ful skies 

Callow the very w'anderers of the dark 
And make them keep their caves. Since 1 
was man 45 

Such sheets of fire, such bursts of horrid 
thunder, 

Such groans of roaring wind and rain, I 
never 

Remember to have heard. Man’s nature 
cannot carry 

Th’ affliction nor the fear. 

Lear. Let the great gods. 

That keep this dreadful pudder o'er our 
heads, 5<> 

Find out their enemies now. Tremble, thou 
wretch. 

That hast within thee undivulgcd crimes 
Unwhipp’d of justice. Hide thee, thou 
bloody hand ; 

Tliou perjur’d, and thou simular man of 
virtue 

That art incestuous; caitiff, to pieces 
shake, 55 

That under covert and convenient seeming 
Hast practis’d on man’s life. Close pent-up 
guilts. 

Rive your concealing continents, and cry 
These dreadful summoners grace. I am a 
man 59 

More sinn’d against than sinning. 

Kent, Alack, bare-headed I 

Gracious my lord, hard by here is a hovel; 
Some friendship will It lend you ’gainst the 
tempest. 

Repose you there, while I to this hard 
house— 

More harder than the stones whereof ’tis 
rais’d; 64 

Which even but now, demanding after you, 
Denied me to come in—return, and force 
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Scene 2] 

Their scanted courtesy, 

Lear, My wits begin to turn. 

Come on, my boy. How dost, my boy ? Art 
cold ? 

I am cold myself. Where is this straw, my 
fellow ? 

The art of our necessities is strange 70 
That can make vile tilings precious. Come, 
your hovel. 

Poor fool and knave, I have one part in my 
heart 

That's sorry yet for thee. 

Fool. [ Siagsl He that has and a little tiny 
wit 

With heigh-ho, the wind and the rain— 75 

Must make content with his fortunes fit. 
Though the rain it raineth every day. 

Lear. True, my good boy. Come, bring us 
to this hovel. 

[ExeMHl Lear and Kent. 
Fool. This is a brave night to cool a 
courtezan. I'll speak a prophecy ere I go. 
When priests arc more in word than 
matter; 

When brewers mar their malt with 
water; 

When nobles are their tailors’ tutors; 
No heretics biirn'd, but wenches’ suitors; 
When every case in law is right; R*. 

No squire in debt, not no poor knight; 
When slanders do not live in tongues ; 
Nor cutpurses come not to throngs ; 
When usurers tell their gold i' th’ field : 
And bawds and whores do churches 
build— 9^* 

Then shall the realm of Albion 
Come to great confusion. 

Then comes the time, who lives to see't, 
That going shall be us’d with feet. 94 
This prophecy Merlin shall make, for I live 
before his time. [Exh. 

Scene III. Gloucester's castle. 

Enter Gloucester and Edmund. 

Glo. Alack, alack, Edmund, I like not 
this unnatural dealing. When 1 desired 
their leave that 1 might pity him, they took 
from me the use of mine own house, charg’d 
me, on pain of perpetual displeasure, neither 
to speak of him, entreat for him, or any 
way sustain him. 0 

Edm, Most savage and unnatural 1 
Glo, Go to; say you nothing. There is 
division between the Dukes ; and a worse 
matter than that. I have received a letter 
this night—*tis dangerous to be spoken ; 1 
have lock’d the letter in my closet. These 
injuries the King now bears will be revenged 
home; there is part of a power already 
footed. We must incline to the King. I will 
look him, and privily relieve him. Go you 
and maintain talk with the Duke, that my 
charity be not of him perceived : if he ask 


for me, I am ill, and gone to bed. If I die 
for it, as no less is threatened me, the King 
my old master must be relieved. There is 
strange things toward, Edmund; pray 
you be careful. [Exit, 

Edm, This courtesy forbid thee shall the 
Duke 2x 

Instantly know, and of that letter too. 
Tliis seems a fair deserving, and must draw 
me 

That which my father loses—^no less than 
all. 

The younger rises, when the old doth fall. 

lExit. 

Scene IV. Before a hovel on the heath. 
Storm still. Enter Lear, Kent, and Fool. 

Kent. Here is the place, my lord ; good 
my lord, enter. 

The tyranny of the open night’s too rough 
For nature to endure. 

Lear, Let me alone. 

Keni. Good my lord, enter here. 

Lear. \\ ilt break my heart ? 

Kent. I had rather break mine own. 
Good my lord, enter. 5 

Lear. Thou think’st 'tis much that this 
contentious storm 

Invades us to the skin ; so 'tis to thee, 

But where the greater malady is fix'd, 

The lesser is scarce felt. Thou’dst shun a 
bear ; 

But if thy flight lay toward the roaring sea, 
Thou’dst meet the bear i' th’ mouth. When 
the mind's free ix 

The body’s delicate ; this tempest in my 
mind 

Doth from my senses take all feeling else, 
Save what beats there. Filial ingratitude ! 
Is it not as this mouth should tear this hand 
For lifting food to’t ? But 1 will punish 
home. 16 

No, I will weep no more. In such a night, 
To shut me out I Pour on ; I will endure. 
In such a night as this ! O Regan, Goneril I 
Your old kind father, whose frank heart 
gave all 1 20 

O, that way madness lies ; let me shun 
that; 

No more of that. 

Kent, Good my lord, enter here. 

Lear. Prithee go in thyself; seek thine 
own ease. 

Tlus tempest will not give me leave to 
ponder 

On things w^ould hurt me more. But ITl go 
in. 25 

[To the Fool] In, boy; go first.—You house¬ 
less poverty— 

Nay, get thee in. I’ll pray, and then ITl 
sleep. [Exit Fool, 

Poor naked wretches, w'heresoe’er you are. 
That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm, 
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How shall your houseless heads and unfe 
sides, 3 

Your loop’d and window’d raggedness, 
defend you 

From seasons such as these ? O, I have 
ta’cn 

Too little care of this! Take physic 
pomp ; 

Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel 
That thou mayst shake the siiperflux to 
them, 3 : 

And show the heavens more just. 

jEJi*. fWit/uul Fathom and half, fathon 
and half! Poor Tom ! 

Eliter Fool from the hoveL 

Fo'jI. Come not in here, nuncle, here’s a 
spirit. Help me, help me ! i> 

Kent, Give me thy hand. Who’s there ' 
Fool. A spirit, a spirit. He says hi; 
name’s poor iom. 

Kent. Wiiat art thou that dost grumbk 
there i’ th’ straw ? 

Come forth. 

Enter Eugar, disguised as a madman. 

Ed';*, Away ! the foul fiend follows me. 4: 
Through the sharp hawthorn blows the cok 
wind. 

Humii! go to thy cold bed and w'arm thee 
Lear. Didst thou give all to thy daugh¬ 
ters ? And art thou come to this ? 

Eilf*. Who gives anything to poor Tom ? 
whom the foul fiend hath led through lire 
and through flame, through ford and whirl¬ 
pool, o’er bog and quagmire ; that hath Laid 
knives under liis pillow and halters in his 
pew, set ratsbane by his porridge; made 
him proud of heart, to ride on a bay 
trotting-horse over four-inched bridges, to 
course his own shadow for a traitor. BIcs.'^ 
thy five wits ! Tom’s a-cold. O, do de, dc 
de, do de. Bless thee from whirlwinds, star¬ 
blasting, and taking 1 Do poor Tom some 
charity, whom the foul fiend vexes. There 
could I have him now—and there—and 
there again—and there. [Sform still. 

Lear. What, has his daughters brought 
him to this pass ? 

Could’st thou save nothing ? Would’st thou 
give ’em all ? 

Fool. Nay, he reserv’d a blanket, else we 
had been all sham’d. (>:> 

Lear. Now all the plagues that in the 
pendulous air 

Hang fated o’er men’s faults ligiht on thy 
daughters! 

Kent. He hath no daughters, sir. 

Lear. Death, traitor! Nothing could 
have subdu’d nature 

To such a lowness but his unkind daugh¬ 
ters. 

Is it the fashion that discarded fathers /i 
Should have thus little mercy on their flesh? 
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[Act 3 

Judicious punishment I ’tw'as this flesh 
begot 

Those pelican daughters. 

Edg. Pillicock sat on PilHcock-hill. 75 
Alow, alow, loo, loo I 
Fool. This cold night will turn us all to 
fools and madmen. 

Edg. Take heed o' th’ foul fiend ; obey 
thy parents ; keep thy worc's juslly; swear 
not; commit not w ith man’s sworn spouse ; 
set not thy sweet heart on proud array. 
Tom’s a-cold. Sj 

Lear. What hast thou been ? 

Edg. A serving-man, proud in heart and 
mind ; that curl’d my liair ; wore gloves 
in my cap ; serv’d the lust of my mistress’ 
heart, and did the act of darkness with her ; 
swore as many oaths as I spake words, and 
broke them in the sweet face of hea\en ; 
one that slept in the contriving of lust, and 
wak’d to do it. Wine lov’d 1 deeply, dite 
dearly ; and in woman out-paramour'd the 
Turk. False of heart, light of ear, bloody of 
hand ; hog in sloth, fox in stealth, wolf in 
greediness, dog in madness, lion in prey. 
Let not the creaking of shoes nor the 
rustling of silks l)etray thy poor heart to 
woman. Keep thy foot out of brothels, thv 
hand out of plackets, thy pen from lende rs’ 
books, and defy the foul fiend. 

Still through the hawthorn blows the cold 
wind. 

Says suum, miin, nonny. 

Dolpidn my boy, boy, sessa! let liim trot 
by. [Sforni s/ II. 

Lear. Why, thou wert better in a graw 
than to answer with thy uncover’d body 
this extremity of the skies. Is man no 
more than this ? Consider him w ell. The u 
ow’st the worm no silk, the beast no hide, 
the sheep no wool, the cat no perfume. Ha ! 
here's three on’s arc sophisticated ! Thou 
art the thing itself: unaccommodated man 
is no more but such a poor, bare, forked 
animal as tliou art. Off, off, you lendings ! 
Come, unbutton here. ns 

ITean'ug off his clothes. 

Enter Gloucester with a torch. 

Fool. Prithee, nuncle, be contented ; 'tis 
a naughty night to swim in. Now a little 
fire in a wild field w^ere like an old lecher’s 
heart—a small spark, all the rest on’s body 
cold. Look, here comes a walking fire, n.- 
Edg. This is the foul fiend Flibbertigibbet: 
be begins at curfew, and walks till the first 
cock; he gives the web and the pin, sqiienes 
the eye, and makes the hare-lip ; mildews 
the white wheat, and hurts the poor 
creature of earth. n; 

Swithold footed thrice the 'old ; 

He met the nightmare and her nine¬ 
fold ; 

Bid her alight 
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Scene 4] 

And her troth plight. 

And aroint thee, witch, aroint thee ! 
Kent. IIow fares your Grace? 

Lear, What’s he ? 

Kent. Who’s there ? What is’t you seek ? 
Glo. What are you there ? Your names ? 
Edg. Poor Tom ; that eats the swimming 
frog, the toad, the tadpole, the wall-newt, 
and the water; that in the fury of hi 
heart, when the foul fiend rages, cats cow- 
dung for sallets, swallows the old rat and 
the ditch-dog, drinks the green mantle of 
the standing pool ; who is whipp’d from 
tithing to tithing, and stock-punish'd, 
and imprison’d ; who hath had three suits 
to his back, six shirts to his body— 

Horse to ride, and weapon to wear ; 

But mice and rats, and such small deer, 
Have been Tom’s food for seven long 
year. 

Beware my follower. Peace, Smulkin; 
peace, thou fiend ! 

Glo. What, hath your Grace no better 
company ? 

Edg, The prince of darkness is a gentle¬ 
man : Modo he’s call'd, and Mahii. m 
Glo. Our flesh and blood, my lord, is 
grow’n so vile 

That it doth hate what gets it. 

Edg. Poor Tom’s a-cold. 

Gio. Go in with me : my duty cannot 
siuTcr 

T’ obey in all your daughters’ hard com¬ 
mands. 1)5 

Though their injunction be to bar my 
doors. 

And let this tyrannous night take hold upon 
you, 

Yet have I ventur’d to come seek you 
out, 

And bring you where both fire and food is 
ready. 

Lear. First let me talk with this philoso¬ 
pher. I no 

What is the cause of thunder ? 

Kenf. Good my lord, take his offer; go 
into th’ house. 

Lear. I'll talk a word with this same 
learned Theban. 

What is your study ? 

Edg. How' to prevent the fiend and to kill 
vermin. 153 

Lear. J.ct me ask you one word in private. 
Kent. Importune him once more to go, 
my lord ; 

His wits begin t’ unsettle. fSform still. 

Glo. Canst thou blame him ? 

His daughters seek his death. Ah, that good 
Kent !— 

He said it w^ould be thus—poor, banish’d 
man! i{>o 

Thou sayest the King grows mad ; I’ll tell 
thee, friend, 

1 am almost mad myself. I had a son, 
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Now outlaw’d from my blood ; he sought 
my life 

But lately, very late. I lov’d him, friend— 
No father his son dearer. True to tell 
thee, 

The grief hath craz’d my wits. What a 
night’s this ! 

I do beseech your Grace— 

Lear. O, cry you mercy, sir. 

Noble philosopher, your company. 

Edg. Torn’s a-cold. 

Glo. In, fellow, there, into th’ hovel ; 

keep thee warm. 

Lear. Come, let’s in all. 

Kent. This way, my lord. 

Lear. With him ; 

1 will keep still with my philosopher. 

Kent. Good my lord, soothe him ; let him 
take the fellow’. 

Glo. Take him you on. 17 < 

Kent. Sirrah, come on ; go along with us. 
Lear. Come, good Athenian. 

Glo. No words, no words I Hush. 

Edg. Child Rowland to the dark tower 
came, 

His word was still ‘ Fie, foh, and 
fum, J7u 

I smell the blood c'f a British man 

[Fxewnf. 

Scene V. Gloucester's castle. 

Enter Cornwall and Fdmlnd. 

Corn. I will have my revenge ere 1 depart 
his house. 

Edrn. How, my lord, I may be censured, 
that nature thus gives way to loyalty, 
something fears me to think of. 

Corn, i now perceive it was not altc»- 
gether your brother’s evil disposition made 
him seek his death ; but a provoking merit, 
set a-work by a reprovable badncv^s in 
bim‘-cTf. 7 

Edm. How malicious is my fortune, that 
I must repent to be just! This is tlic 
letter he spoke of, which approves him an 
intelligent party to the advantages of 
France. O heavens! that this treason 
w'ere not, or not I the detector ! 12 

Corn. Go with me to the Duchess. 

Edm. If the matter of this paper be 
certain, you have mighty business in hand. 

Corn. True or false, it hath made thee 
Earl of Gloucester. Seek out where thy 
father is, that he may be ready for our 
apprehension. is 

Edm. [Aside] If 1 find him comforting the 
King, it will stuff liis suspicion more fully. 
—I will persever in my course of loyalty, 
though the conflict be sore between that 
and my blood. m 

Corn. 1 will lay trust upon thee; and 
thou shalt find a dearer father in my love. 

[Exeimf. 
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Scene VL An outhouse of Ghucesier*s 

castle. 

Enter Kent and Gloucester* 

GIo. Here is better than the open air 
take it thankfnlly. I will piece out the 
comfort \vith what addition 1 can. I wil 
not be long from you. 

Kent. All the pow'r of his wits have 
given way to his impatience. The god> 
reward your kindness! fExit Gloucester 
Enter Lear, Edgar, and Fool. 

Edg. Frateretto calls me, and tells me 
Nero is an angler in the lake of darkness 
Pray, innocent, and beware the foul fiend 
Fool. Prithee, niinclc, tell me whether a 
madman be a gentleman or a yeoman ? i 
Lear. A king, a king ! 

Fool. No ; he’s a yeoman that has a 
gentleman to his son ; lor he’s a mad 
yeoman that sees his son a gentleman 
before him. 

Lear. To have a thousand with red 
burning spits 

Come hizzing in upon ’em— 

Ed.;. The foul fiend hites my back. 

Fool. He’s mad that trusts in the tame¬ 
ness of a wolf, a horse's health, a boy’s love, 
or a whore’s oath. 

Lear. It shall be done ; I will arraign 
them straight. ;o 

[To Edgar] Come, sit thou here, most 
learned iusticer. 

[To the Fool] Thou, sapient sir, sit here.— 
Now, you she-foxes ! 

Edg. Look where he stands and glares ! 
Want’st thou eyes at trial, madam ? 

Come o’er the bourn, Bessy, to me. 75 
Fool. Her boat hath a leak. 

And she must not speak. 

Why she dares not come over to thcc. 
Edg. The foul fiend haunts poor Tom in 
the voice of a nightingale. Hoppedance cries 
in Tom’s belly for two wiiite herring. 
Croak not, black angel: I have no food for 
thee. 3 

Kent. How do you, sir ? Stand you not 
so amaz’d. 

Will you lie down and rest upon the 
cushions ? 

Lear. TU see their trial first. Bring in their 
evidence. 3% 

[To Edgar] Tnou robed man of justice, take 
thy place. 

[To the Foo ] And thou, his yoke-fellow of 
equity, 

Bench by his side. [To Kent] You are o’ th* 
commission. 

Sit you too, 

Edg. Let us deal justly. 40 

Steepest or wakest thou, jolly shep¬ 
herd ? 

Thy sheep be in the corn ; 
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[Act 3 

And for one blast of thy minikin 
mouth. 

Thy sheep shall take no harm. 

Pur ! the cat is grey. 

Lear. Arraign her first: *tis Goncril. I 
here take my oath before this hont urable 
assembly she kick’d the poor King her 
father. 

Fool. Come hither, mistress. Is your 
name Goneril ? 

Lear. She c.'innot deny it. 50 

Fool. Cry you mercy, I took you for a 
joint-stool. 

Lear. And here’s another, whose warp’d 
looks proclaim 

What store her heart is made on. Stop her 
there ! 

Arms, arms, sword, fire ! Corruption in the 
place i 

False just ice r. why hast thou let her scape ? 
Edg. Bless thy five wits I ?<• 

Kent. O pity I Sir, where is the patience 
now 

That you so oft have boasted to retain ? 
Edg. [Asidt'l My tears begin to take his 
part so much 

They mar my counterfeiting. 60 

Lear. Ihe little dogs and all, 

Tray, Blanch, and Sweetheart, see, they 
bark at me. 

Edg. Tom will throw his head at them. 
Avaunt, you curs 1 
Be thy mouth or black or white, 

Tooth that poisons if it bite ; 

Mastiff, greyhound, mongrel grim, 
Hound or spaniel, brach or Ivm, 

Or bobtail tike or trundlc-tail— 

Tom wall make him weep and wail; 7” 

For, with throwing thus my head, 

Dogs leapt the hatch, and all are lied. 

Do de, de. de. Scssa i Come, march to 
wakes and fairs and market-towns. Poor 
Tom, thy horn is dry. 74 

Lear. Then let them anatomize Regan ; 
see what breeds about her heart. Is there 
any cause in nature that make these hard 
hearts ? [To Edgar] You, sir, I entertain 
for one of my hundred ; only 1 do not like 
the fashion of your garments. You will say 
they are Persian, but let them be chang'd. 
Kent. Now, good my lord, lie here and 
rest awhile. 

Lear. Make no noise, make no noise; 
draw the curtains. So, so. We’ll go to 
supper i’ th* morning. 

Fool, And ril go to bed at noon. 85 

Re-enter Gloucester. 

Glo. Come hither, friend. Where is the 
King my master ? 

Kent. Here, sir ; but trouble him not— 
his wits are gone. 

Glo. Good friend, I prithee, take him in 
thy arms; 
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Scene 6] 

I have o'erheard a plot of death upon him. 
There is a litter ready ; lay him in’t 90 
And drive toward Dover, friend, where thou 
shalt meet 

Both welcome and protection. Take up thy 
master ; 

If thou sluMildst dally half an hour, his life, 
With thine, and all that otler to uefend 
him. 

Stand in assured loss. Take up, take up : 93 
And follow me, that will to some provision 
Give thee quick conduct. 

Kent. Oppressed nature sleeps. 

Tliis rest mig:ht yet have balm’d thy broken 
sinews, 

Which, if convenience will not allow’. 
Stand in hard cure. [To the Fool} Come, 
help to bear thy master ; io“ 

Thou must not stay behind, 

Gio. Come, come, away. 

[L'xcuHt aft hut Ldi^ar. 
Bdfi. VV^hen we our betters see bearing 
our woes. 

We scarcely think our miseries our foes. 
Who aloac smTers suffers most i’ th' mind. 
Leaving free tilings and happy shows 
behind; I'C' 

But then the mind much suHerance doth 
o’erskip 

When grief hath mates, and bearing fellow¬ 
ship. 

How light and portable mv pain seems now, 
Whiten that which makes me bend makes tlic 
King how— 

He childcJ as I fatlicr'd ! Tom, away ! no 
Mark the high noises ; and thyself bewray. 
When false opinion, whose wrong thoughis 
defile thee, 

In thy just proof repeals and reconciles 
thee. 

What will hap more to-night, safe scape (be 
King! 

Lurk, lurk. [Exit. 

SccNE VTI. Glonceakr^s eastle. 

Enter CoRNW^ALL, Regan, Goneril, 
Edmund, and Servants. 

Corn. [To GonerdI Post speedily to my 
lord your husband ; show him this letter. 
The army of France is landed.—beck out 
the traitor Gloucester, 

[Exeunf some of the Servants. 
Reg. Hang him instantly. 

Gow. Pluck out his eyes. 5 

Corn. Leave him to my displeasure. 
Edmund, keep you our sister company. 
The revenges we are bound to take upon 
your traitorous father are not fit for your 
beholding. Advise the Duke, where you 
are going, to a most festinate preparation ; 
we are bound to the like. Our posts shall be 
swift and intelligent betwixt us. Farewell, 
dear sister; farewell, my Lord of Gloucester. 


Enter Oswald, 

How now ! where’s the King ? 

Osw. My Lo.d of Gloucester hath con¬ 
vey’d him hence. 

Some five or six and thirty of his knights, 75 
Hot questrists alter him, met him at 
gate ; 

Who, wiiii some other of the lord’s de¬ 
pendants, 

Are gone with him toward Dover, where 
they boast 

To have well-armed friends. 

Corn. Get horses for your mistress. 
Gon. Farewell, sweet lord, and sister, 20 
Corn. Edmund, farewell. (Exeunf GoneriU 
Edmund, and Oswald. 

Go seek the traitor Gloucester, 
Pinion him like a thief, bring him before us, 
[Exemif other Servants, 
Though well we may not pass upon his life 
Without the lorm of justice, yet our power 
bhall do a court’sy to our wrath, which men 
May blame, but not control. 

Enter Gloucester, brouiiht in by two or 
three. 

Who’s there ? the traitor ? 
Reg. Ingratcful tox ! ’tis he. 2? 

Corn. Bind fast his corky arms. 

Clo. What means your Graces ? Good my 
friends, consider 

You are my guests; do me no l^ul play, 
friends. 30 

Coni. Bind him, I say. [Semmfs bind him, 
Ret^. Hard, hard. O filthy traitor ! 
(Jlo. UnnuTciUil lady as you are, I’m 
none. 

Corn, lo this chair bind him. Villain, 
thou shalt find— 

IRestm plucks hi< beard. 
do. By the kind gods, ’tis most ignobly 
done 

To pluck me by the beard. 35 

Ri'g. So white, and such a traitor! 
do. Naughty lady, 

These hairs which thou dost ravish from my 
chin 

Will quicken and accuse thee. 1 am your 
host. 

With robbers’ hands my hospitable favours 
You should not ruffle thus. What will you 

do ? 40 

Corn. Come, sir, what letters had you late 
from France ? 

Reg. Be simple-answer’d, for we know 
the truth. 

Corn. And what confederacy have you 
with the traitors 
Late footed in the kingdom ? 

Reg. To whose hands you have sent the 
lunatic King: 

Speak. 46 

do, I have a letter guessingly set down, 
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Which came from one that’s of a neutral 
heart, 

And not from one oppos’d. 

Corn, Cunning. 

Reg, And false. 

Corn, Where hast thou sent the King ? 

Glo, To Dover. 50 

Reg, Wherefore to Dover ? Wast thou 
not charg’d at peril— 

Corn. Wherefore to Dover ? Let him 
first answer that. 

Glo, I am tied to the stake, and I must 
stand the course. 

Reg. Wherefore to Dover ? 

Glo, Because I would not see thy cruel 
nails 

Pluck out his poor old eyes ; nor thy fierce 
sister 

In his anointed flesh rash boarish fangs. 

The sea, with such a storm as his bare 
head 

In hell-black night endur’d, would have 
buoy’d up 

And quench’d the stelled fires. f»u 

Yet, poor old heart, he help the heavens 
to rain. 

If wolves had at thy gate howl’d that dern 
time, 

Thou shouldst have said ‘ Good porter, 
turn the key 

All cruels else subscribe, but I shall sec 

The winged vengeance overtake such 
children. <5 

Corn. See't shalt thou never. Fellows, 
hold the chair. 

Upon these eyes of thine I’ll set my foot. 

Glo, He that will think to live till he be 
old. 

Give me some help!—O cruel! O you gods! 

Reg, One side will mock another; th’ 
other too. 7'* 

Corn, If you sec vengeance— 

1 Serv. Hold your hand, my lord. 

I have serv’d you ever since I was a child ; 

But better service have I nev'cr done you, 

Than now to bid you hold. 

Reg. How now, you dog ! 

1 Serv. If you did wear a beard upon 
your chin 7r. 

I’d shake it on this quarrel. What do you 
mean ? 

Corn, My villain I [They drair and fight. 

1 Serv. Nay, then come on, and take the 
chance of anger. 

[Cornwall is wounded. 

Reg. Give me thy sword. A peasant stand 
up thus I [She takes a sword and slats 
him from hcJiind, 

1 Sertf. O, I am slain! My lord, you have 
one eye left no 

To see some mischief on him. O ! rz>ies. 

Com, Lest it see more, prevent it. Out 
vile jelly I 

Where is thy lustre now ? 
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[Act 4 

Glo. All dark and comfortless I Where's 
my son Edmund ? 84 

Edmund, enkindle all the sparks of nature 
To quit this horrid act. 

Reg, Out, treacherous villain ! 

Thou call’st on him that hates thee. It 
was he 

That made the overture of thy treasons 
to us ; 

Who is too good to pity thee. 

Glo. O my follies! Then Edgar was 
abus'd. 90 

Kind gods, forgive me that, and prosper 
him. 

Reg. Go thrust him out at gates and let 
him smell 

His w'ay to Do\'er. [Gloucester led out. 
How is’t my lord ? How' look you ? 

Com. I have receiv’d a hurt. Follow me, 
lady. 

Turn out that eyeless villain ; throw this 
slave 9r> 

Upon the dunghiil. Regan, I bleed apace. 
Untimely comes this hurt. Give me your 
arm. [Exit Cornwall, led by Regan. 

2 Serv. I'll never care what wickedness I 

do, 

If this man come to good. 

3 Serv. If she live long. 

And in the end meet the old course of death, 
Women will all turn monsters. loi 

2 Serv. Let’s follow the old Earl and get 

the Bedlam 

To lead him where he would. His roguish 
madness 

AIlow^s itself to anything. 

3 Serv. Go thou. I’ll fetch some flax and 

whites of eggs 105 

To apply to his bleeding face. Now heaven 

help him ! fExcnnl. 

ACT FOUR 
ScENK I. The Heath. 

Enter Edgar. 

Edg. Yet better thus and knowm to be 
contemn’d, 

Than still contemn’d and flatter’d. To be 
worst, 

The lowest and most dejected thing of 
fortune. 

Stands still in esperance, lives not in fear, 
riie lamentable change is from the best; s 
The worst returns to laughter. Welcome, 
then, 

Thou unsubstantial air that I embrace! 

I he wretch that thou hast blown unto the 
worst 

Owes nothing to thy blasts. 

Enter Gloucester, led by an Old Man. 

But who comes here ? 
My father, poorly led ? World, world, O 
world I 10 
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But that thy strange mutations make us 
hate thee, 

Life would not yield to age. 

Old Man, O my good lord, 1 have been 
your tenant, and your father's tenant, these 
fourscore years. 

G/o. Away, get thee away ; good friend, 
be gone. is 

Thy comforts can do me no good at all; 
Thee they may hurt. 

Old Man. You cannot see your way. 

Glo. I have no way, and therefore want 
no eyes; 

I stuml'leJ when I saw : bill oft 'tis seen 
Our means secure us, and our mere defects 
Prove our commodities. O dear son Edgar, 
The food of thy abused fatlier’s wrath ! 
Miglit I hut live to see thee in my touch, 
rd say I Iiad eyes again ! 

Old Man. How now ! W ho's there ? -s 

Edi;. lAsidi^l O gods ! Who is'l can say 
* 1 am at the worst ' ? 

I am worse than e’er I was. 

Old Man. Tis poor mad Tom. 

Efig. (Asidcl And worse 1 may l)e yet. 
The worst is not 

So long as we can say * I his is the worst *. 

Old Man. Fcllowy where goest ? 

Glo. Is it a heggar-man ? 30 

Old Man. Madman and beggar too. 

Glo. He has some reason, else he could 
not beg. 

r th’ last night’s storm I such a fellow’ saw ; 
Which niadc me think a man a worm. My 
son 

Came then into my mind ; and yet my 
mind 35 

Was then scarce friends with him. I have 
heard more since. 

As flies to wanton boys are wx* to th’ gods— 
They kill us for their sport. 

Edg. [Aside] How should this be ? 

Bad is the trade that must play fool to 
sorrow, 

Ang'ring itself and others.—Bless thee, 
master I 10 

Glo. Is that the naked fellow ? 

Old Man. Ay, my lord. 

Glo. Then, prithee, get thee away. If for 
my sake 

Thou wilt o’ertake us hence a mile or twain 
r th’ way toward Dover, do it for ancient 
love; 

And bring some covering for this naked 
soul, 45 

Which I’ll entreat to lead me. 

Old Man. Alack, sir, he is mad. 

Glo. ’lis the times’ plague when madmen 
lead the blind. 

Do as I bid thee, or rather do thy pleasure ; 
Above the rest, be gone. 

Old Man. I’ll bring him the best 'parel 

that I have, 50 

Come on't what will. [Exil. 


Glo. Sirrah, naked fellow I 

Edg. Poor Tom’s a-cold. [Aside] I cannot 
daub it further. 

Glo. Come hither, feilow. 

Edg. [Aside] And yet I must.—Bless thy 
sweet eyes, they bleed. 55 

Glo. Know’st thou the w’ay to Dover ? 

Edg. Both stile and gate, horse-way and 
footpath. Poor Tom hath been scar’d out 
of his good wits. Bless thee, good man’s son, 
from the foul tiend I Five liends have been 
in poor Tom at once: of lust, as Obidreut; 
Hobbididence, prince of dumbness ; .Mchu, 
of stealing ; Modo, of murder; Flibherti- 
gil>bet, of juopping and mowing, wlio since 
possesses chambermaids and waiting- 
women. So, bless thee, master ! 

Glo. Here, take tins purse, thou whom the 
heavens’ plagues ^'5 

Have humbled to all strokes. That I am 
wretched 

Makes thee the happier. Heavens, deal so 
still! 

Let the superfluous and lust-dieted man 
lhat slaves your ordinance, that will not 
see 

Because he does not feel, feel your power 
quickly ; -/o 

So distribution should undo excess, 

And each man have enough. Dost thou 
know Dover ? 

Edg. Ay, master. 

Glo. There is a cliff whose high and 
bending head 

Looks fearfully in the confined deep : rs 
Bring me but to the x cry brim cf it 
And I’ll repair the misery thou dvxst bear 
With something rich about me. From that 
place 

I shall no leading need. 

Edg. Give me thy arm ; to 

Poor Tom shall lead thee. lExemtt. 

Scene 11. Before the Duke of Albany's 
palaee. 

Enter Goneril and Edmund. 

Gou. Welcome, my lord. 1 marvel our 
mild husband 
Not met us on the way. 

Enter Oswald. 

Now, where's your master ? 

Osie. Madam, within, but never man so 
chang'd. 

I told him of the army that was landed ; 
He smil’d at it. I told him you were 
coming; 5 

His answer was ‘ The worse ’. Of Glou¬ 
cester’s treachery. 

And of the loyal service of his son. 

When I inform’d him, then he call'd me sot. 
And told me I had turn’d the wrong side 
out. 
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What most he should dislike seems pleasant 
to him ; 

What like, offensive. 

Gow. [To Edmimi] Then shall you go no 
further. 

It is the CO wish terror of his spirit 
That dares not undertake; he’ll not feel 
wrongs 

Which tie him to an answer. Our wishes on 
the way 

May prove effects. Back, Edmund, to my 
brother; 

Hasten his musters and conduct his pow’rs. 
I must change arms at home, and give the 
distaff 

Into my husband’s hands. This trusty 
servant 

Shall pass between us. Ere long you are 
like to hear, 

If you dare venture in your own behalf, 

A mistress’s command. Wear this : spare 
speech. [Giving a favour. 

Decline your head; this kiss, if it durst 
speak. 

Would stretch thy spirits up into the air. 
Conceive, and fare thee well. 

Edm. Yours in the ranks of death. 

Gon* My most dear Gloucester. 

[Exit Edmund. 

O, the difference of man and man ! 

To thee a woman’s services are due. 

My fool usurps my body. 

Osiv, Madam, here comes my lord. 

[Extf. 

Enter Albany. 

Gon. I have been worth the whistle. 

Alb. O Goneril ! 

You arc not worth the dust w'hich the rude, 
wind 

Blows in your face. I fear your disposition: 
That nature which contemns it origin 
Cannot be border'd certain in itself; 

She that herself will sliver and disbranch 
From her material sap perforce must wither 
And come to deadly use. 3 

Gon. No more ; the text is foolish. 

Alb. Wisdom and goodness to the vile 
seem vile; 

Filths savour but themselves. What have 
you done ? 

Tigers, not daughters, what have you 
perform’d ? 40 

A father, and a gracious aged man. 

Whose reverence even the head-Iugg’d bear 
would lick, 

Most barbarous, most degenerate, have 
you madded. 

Could my good brother suiffer you to do it ? 
A man, a Prince, by him so benefited ! 45 

If that the heavens do not their visible 
.spirits 

Send quickly down to tame these vile 
offences. 


It will come 

Humanity must perforce prey on itself. 
Like monsters of the deep. 

Gon. Milkdiver’d man I 50 

That bear’st a cheek for blows, a head for 
wrongs ; 

Who hast not in thy brows an eye discern- 
in}: 

Thine honour from thy suffering ; that not 
kuow’st 

Fools do those villains pity who arc 
F»unish'd 

Ere they have done their mischief. Where’s 
thy drum ? 55 

France spreads his banners in our noiseless 
land, 

With plumed helm thy state begins to 
threat, 

Whir St thou, a moral fool, sits still, and 
cries 

’ Alack, why docs he so ? ’ 

Alb. See thyself, devil! 

Proper deformity shows not in the fiend 
So horrid as in woman. 

Gon. O vain fool! fir 

Alb. Thou changed and self-cover’d 
thing, for shame! 

Be-monsler not thy feature. Were’t my 
fitness 

To let these hands obey my blood, 

They are apt enough to dislocate and tear 
Thy flesh and bones. Howe’er thou art a 
fiend, f>6 

A woman's shape doth shield thee. 

Gon. Marry, your manhood—nicw I 

Enter a Messenger. 

Alb. What news ? 

Mess. O, my good lord, the Duke of 
Cornwall's dead, 70 

Slain by his servant, going to put out 
The other eye of Gloucester. 

Alb. Gloucester’s eyes! 

Mess. A servant that he bred, thrill’d 
with remorse. 

Oppos’d against the act, bending his sword 
lo his great master; who, thereat errag’d. 
Flew on him, and amongst them fell’d him 
dead; 7fi 

But not without that harmful stroke vhich 
since 

Hath pluck’d him after. 

Alb. This shows you arc above. 

You justicers, that these our nether crimes 
So speedily can venge! But, O poor 
Gloucester! 80 

Lost he his other eye ? 

Mess. Both, both, my lord. 

This letter, madam, craves a speedy 
answer; 

*Tis from your sister. 

Gon, [Aside) One way I like this well; 
But being widow, and my Gloucester with 
her, 
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Scene 2] 

May all the building in my fancy pluck 85 
Upon my hateful life. Another way 
The news is not so tart.—1*11 read, and 
answer. [£xif. 

Alb, Where was his son, when they did 
take his eyes ? 

Mess. Come with my lady hither. 

AltJ, He is not here. 

Me^:;. No, my good lord ; 1 met him back 
again. 90 

Alb, Knows he the wickedness ? 

Meis. Ay, my good lord ; 'twas he in¬ 
form’d against him 

And quit the house on purpose that their 
punishment 

Might have the freer course. 

Alh. Gloucester, 1 live 

To thank thee for the love thou showMst 
the King, 

And to revenge thine eyes. Come hither, 
friend: 

'rell me wiiat more thou know''st. [Exeunt, 

Scene III. The French camp near Daver, 
Enter Kent and a Gentleman. 

Kent. Why the King of France is so 
suddenly gone back know you no reason ? 

Gent, Something he left imperlect in the 
state, which since his coming forth is 
thought of, which imports to the kingdom 
so much fear and danger that his personal 
return was most required and necessary. <- 

Kent. Who hath he left behind him 
general ? 

Gent. The Marshal of France, Monsieur 
La Far. 

Kent. Did your letters pierce the Queen 
to any demonstration of grief ? 10 

Gent. Ay, sir ; she took them, read them 
in my presence. 

And now and then an ample tear trill’d 
down 

Her delicate cheek. It seem’d she was a 
queen 

Over her passion, who, most rebeMike, 
Sought to be king o’er her. 

Kent, O, then it mov’d her. x? 

Gent. Not to a rage; patience and 
sorrow strove 

Who should express her goodliest. You 
ha\'c seen 

Sunshine and rain at once : her smiles and 
tears 

Were like a better way. Those happy smilets 
That play’d on her ripe lip seem’d not to 
know 20 

What guests were in her eyes, which parted 
thence 

As pearls from diamonds dropp’d. In 
brief, 

Sorrow would be a rarity most beloved 
If all could so become it. 

Kent* Made she no verbal question ? 


GenL Faith, once or twice she heav’d the 
name of father 25 

Pantingly forth, as if it press’d her heart; 
Cried ‘ Sisters ! sisters ! Shame of ladies ! 
Sisters ! 

Kent! father I sisters ! W’hat i’ th’ storm ? 
i' th' night ? 

Let pity not be believ’d ! ’ There she shook 
1 he holy water from her heavenly eyes, 3t> 
And clamour moisten’d ; then away she 
started 

To deal with grief alone. 

Ke»u. It is the stars, 

The stars above us, govern our conditions; 
Else one self mate and m^ke could not beget 
Such diderent issues. You spoke not with 
her since ? 35 

Genf. No. 

Kent. Was this before the King return’d ? 

Gent. No, since. 

Kent. Well, sir, the poor distressed Lear’s 
i’ th’ town ; 

Who sometime in his better tune re¬ 
members 39 

What we are come about, and by no means 
Will yield to see his daughter. 

Gent. Why, good sir ? 

Kent. A sovereign shame so elbows him ; 
his own unkindness, 

riiat stripp’d her from his benediction, 
turn’d her 

To foreign casualties, gave her dear rights 
To his dog-hearted daughters—these things 
sting 45 

His mind so venomously that burning 
shame 

Detains him from Cordelia. 

Gent. Alack, poor gentleman I 

Kent. Of Albany’s and Cornvvciirs powers 
you heard not ? 

Gent. 'Tis so ; they are afoot. 

Kent, Well, sir, I’ll bring you to our 
master Lear, 50 

And leave you to attend him. Some dear 
cause 

Will in concealment wrap me up awhile ; 
When 1 am known aright, you shall not 
grieve 

Lending me this acquaintance. I pray you 
go 54 

Along with me. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. The French camp. A tent. 

Enter with drum and colours, Cordelia, 
Doctor, and Soldiers. 

Cor. Alack, *tis he! Why, he was met 
even now 

As mad as the vex’d sea, singing aloud. 
Crown’d with rank fumiter and furrow 
weeds, 

With hardocks, hemlock, nettles, cuckoo- 
flow'*rs. 

Darnel, and all the idle weeds that grow 5 
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In our sustaining corn. A century send 
forth ; 

Search every acre in the high-grown field, 
And bring him to our eye. (fixii an Officer, 
What can man’s wisdom 
In the restoring his bereaved sense ? 

He that helps liim, take all my outward 
worth. i( 

Doct, There is means, madam. 

Our foster-nurse of nature is repose, 

The which he lacks; that to provoke ii: 
him 

Are many simples operative, whose power 
Will close the eye of anguish. 

Cor. All blest secrets. 

All you unpuhlishM virtues of the earth. 
Spring with my tears; be aidant and 
remediate. 

In the good man’s distress. Seek, seek for 
him ; 

Lest his uiigovern’d rage dissolve the life 
Th.it wants the means to lead it. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. News, madam : 

The British pow’rs are marching hither¬ 
ward. 

Cor, ’Tis known before; our preparation 
stands 

In expectation of them, O dear father! 

It is thy business that I go about; 
Therefore great France 
My mourning and importun’d tears hath 
pitied. 

No blown ambition doth our arms incite. 
But love, dear love, and our ag’d father’s 
right. 

Soon may 1 hear and see him ! [Exeinif. 

ScHNE V. Gloucester's castle. 

Enter Recan and Oswai.d. 

Reg. But arc my brother's pow’rs set 
forth ? 

Osw. Ay madam. 

Reg. Himself in person there ? 

Osiv. Madam, with much ado. 

Your sister is the better soldier. 

Reg. Lord Edmund spake not with your 
lord at home ? 

Osw. No, madam. 5 

Reg. What might import my sister’s letter 
to him ? 

Osie. I know not, lady. 

Reg. Faith, he is posted hence on serious 
matter. 

It was great ignorance, Gloucester’s eyes 
being out, 

To let him live ; where he arrives he moves 
All hearts against us. Edmund, I think, is 
gone n 

In pity of his misery, to dispatch 
His nigh ted life ; moreover, to descry 
The strength o* th’ enemy. 
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[Act 4 

Osw, I must needs after him, madam, 

with my letter. 15 

Reg. Our troops set forth to-morrow : 

stay with us; 

The ways are dangerous. 

Osw. I may not, madam : 

My lady charg'd my duty in this business. 

Reg. Why should she write to Edmund ? 
Might not you 

Transport her purposes by word ? Belike 
Some things—I know not what. ITl love 
thee much— 1:1 

Let me unseal the letter. 

Osw. Madam, 1 had rather— 

Reg. I know your lady does not lo\ c her 
husband ; 

I am sure of that; and at her late being 
here 

She gave strange aullades and most speak¬ 
ing looks ::5 

To noble Edmund. I know you arc of her 
bosom. 

Osie. I, madam ? 

Reg. I speak in understanding; y’are, 
1 knovv’t. 

Therefore I do advise you take this note. 
My lord is dead ; Edmund and I have 
talk’d ; 30 

And more convenient is he for my hand 
Than for your lady’s. You may gather 
more. 

If you do find him, pray you give him 
this ; 

And when your mistress hears thus much 
from you, 

I pray desire her call her wisdom to her. 3s 
So fare you well. 

If you do chance to hear of that blind 
traitor, 

Preferment falls on him that cuts him off. 

Osw. Would I could meet liim, madam ! 

I .should show 
What party 1 do follow, 

Reg. Fare thee well, 

( Exeunt. 

Scene VI. The country near Dover. 

Enter Gloucester, and Edcar dressed like 
a peasant. 

Glo. When shall 1 come to tb’ top of that 
same hill ? 

Edg. You do climb up it now ; look how 
we labour. 

Glo. Methinks the ground is even. 

Edg. Horrible steep. 

Hark, do you hear the sea ? 

Olo, No, truly. 

Edg. Why then, your other senses grew 
imperfect 5 

By your eyes’ anguish. 

Glo, So may it be indeed. 

Methinks thy voice is alter’d, and thou 
speak’st 
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In better phrase and matter than thou 
didst. 

Edg. Y*are much deceiv’d : in nothing 
am I chang’d 
But in my garments. 

G7o. Methinks y’are better spoken. 

Bdg. Come on, sir; here’s the place. 
Stand still. How fearful u 

And dizzy 'tis to cast one's eyes so low ! 
The crows and choughs that wing the mid¬ 
way air 

Show’ scarce so gross as beetles. Half-way 
down 

Hangs one that gathers samphire—dreadi'ul 
trade! 

Methinks he seems no bigger than his head. 
The fishermen that walk upon the beach 
Appear like mice ; and yond tall anclioring 
bark 

Diminish’d to her cock ; her cock, a buoy 
Alnuvit too small for sight. The murmuring 
surge 

rhat on th’ unnumb’red idle pebble chafes 
Cannot be heard so high. Til look no more ; 
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight 
Topple down headlong. 

(.Ho. Set me where you stand. 

Edg. Give me voiir hand. You arc now 
within a foot -s 

Of tir extreme verge. For all beneath the 
moon 

Would ! not leap upright. 

Glo. Let go mv hand. 

Here, friend, 's another purse; in it a 
jewel 

Well worth a poor man’s taking. Fairies 
and gods 

Prosper it with thee! Go thou further off; 
Bid me farewell, and let me hear thee going. 

Edg. Now fare ye well, good sir. 

G7o. With all my heart, 

Edg. Why I do trifle thus with his despair 
Is done to cure it. 

G/o. [Knee/in.^J O you mighty gods ! 

This world I do renounce, and in your 
sights 

Shake patiently my great affliction off. 

If I could bear it longer, and not fall 
To quarrel with your great opposeless wills, 
My snuft and loathed part of nature should 
Burn itself out. If Edgar live, O, bless him! 
1 Rising] Now, fellow, fare thee well. 

Edg. Gone, sir ; farewell, 

[Gfottcesfer casts himself down. 
And yet I know not how conceit may rob 
The treasury of life, when life itself 
Yields to the theft. Had he been where he 
thought, 

By this had thought been past.—Alive or 
dead ? ^5 

Ho, you sir I friend ! Hear you, sir I 
Speak !— 

Thus might he pass indeed. Yet he revives— 
What are you, sir ? 


Glo. Aw'ay, and let me die, 

Edg. Hadst thou been aught but gos¬ 
samer, feathers, air. 

So many iathem down precipitating, 50 
Ihou’dst shiver’d like an egg; but thou 
dost breathe, 

Hast heavy substance, bleed’st not, 
speak’st, art sound. 

Ten masts at each make net the allitude 
Which thou hast perpendicularly fell. 

Ihy life’s a miracle. Speak yet i gain. 5:1 
Glo. But ha\ e 1 fall’n, or ro ? 

Edg. From the dread sunimit of this 
chalky bourn. 

Look up a-height; the shrill-gorg’d lark so 
far 

Cjmnot be seen or heard. Do but look up. 

Glo. Alack, I have no eyes. (o 

Is wretchedness depriv'd that benefit. 

To end itself by death ? ’Twas yet seme 
comfort, 

When miiscry cculd beguile the tyrant’s rage 
And frustrate his proud will. 

Edg. Give me your arm. 

Up—so. How is’t ? Fed you your legs ? 
You stand. ' 5 

Glo. Too well, too well. 

Edg. This is above all strangeness. 

Upon the crown o' th’ cliff what thing was 
that 

Which parted from you ? 

Glo. A poor unfortunate beggar, 

Edg. As I stood here below, methought 
his eyes 

Were two full moons ; he had a thousand 
noses, 70 

Horns whelk’d and w aved like the enridged 
sea. 

It was some fiend ; therefore, thou happy 
father, 

Think that the dearest gods, who make 
them honours 

Of men’s impossibilities, have preserved 
thee. 

Glo. I do remember now. Henceforth I’ll 
bear 7 f. 

Auliction till it do cry out itself 
* Enough, enough ' and die. That thing 
you speak of 

I took it for a man ; often ’twould say, 

’ The fiend, the fiend He led me to that 
place. 7<. 

Edg. Bear free and patient llioiights. 

Enter Lear, faniasikally dressed with needs. 

But who comes here ? 
The safer sense w'ill ne’er accommodate 
His master thus. 

Lear, No, they cannot touch me for 
coining ; I am the King himself. 

Edg. O thou side-piercing sight! 85 

Lear. Nature’s above art in that respect. 
There’s your press-money. That fellow 
handles his bow like a crow-keeper; draw 
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me a clothier’s yard. Look, look, a mouse ! 
Peace, peace ; this piece ot toasted cheese 
will do’t. There's my gauntlet ; I’ll prove 
k on a giant. Bring up tlic brown bills. 
O, well flown, bird 1 i’ the clout, i' the clout 
—hewgh ! Give the word. 92 

Edg. Sweet marjoram. 

Lear. Pass. 

Glo. I know that voice. 95 

Lear. Ha ! Goneril, with a white beard ! 
They flatter’d me like a dog, and told nu* 
I had white hairs in my beard ere the 
black ones were there. To say ' ay ’ and ‘ no * 
to everything that I said 1 ‘ Ay ’ and ‘ no ' 
too was no good divinity. When the rain 
came to wet me on:e, and the wind to make 
me chatter ; when the thunder would not 
peace at my bidding ; there 1 found ’em. 
there I smelt 'em out. Go to, they are not 
men o' their words, dhey told me I was 
everything; 'tis a lie—I am not ague- 
proof. i:> 

Glo. The trick of that voice I do well 
remember. 

Is’t not the King I 

L^ar. Ay, every inch a king. 

When I do stare, see how the subject 
quakes. 

I pardon thit man's life. What was thy 
cause ? 

Adultery ? n > 

Th3u shalt not die. Die for adultery ? No. 
The wren goci to’t, and the small gilded fly 
Does lecher in my sight. 

Let copulation thrive; for Gloucester's 
bastard son lu 

Was kinder to his father than my daughters 
Got ’tween the lawful sheets. 

To’t, luxury, pell-mell, for I lack soldiers. 
Behold yond simp’ring dame 
Whose face between her forks presages 
snow, 

That minces virtue and does shake the 
head 

To hear 01 pleasure’s name— 

The fitchew nor the soiled horse goes to’t 
With a more riotous appetite. 

Down from the waist they are centaurs. 
Though women all above ; 123 

But to the girdle do the gods inherit, 
Beneath is all fhe fiends’; 

There's hell, there's darkness, there is the 
sulphurous pit— 

Burning, scalding, stench, consumption. 
Fie, lie, fie! pah, pah! Give me an ounce of 
civet, good apothecary, to sweeten my 
Imagination. There's money for thee. 131 
Glo. O, let me kiss that hand ! 

Lear. Let me wipe it first; it smells of 
mortality. 

Glo. O ruin’d piece of nature ! This great 
world 

Shall so wear out to nought. Dost thou 
know me ? 133 


[Act 4 

Lear. 1 remember thine eyes well enough. 
Dost thou squiny at me ? No, do thy 
worst, blind Ciipid ; I'll not love. Read 
thou this challenge ; mark but the penning 
of it. 

Glo. Were all thy letters suns, I could not 
see one. 

Edg. I Aside) I would not take this from 
report. It is. 

And my heart breaks at it. 

Lear. Read. 

Glo. What, with the case of eyes ? 144 

Lear. O, ho, are you there with me ? 
.Vo eyes in your head nor no money in your 
purse ^ Your eyes arc in a heavy case, your 
purse in a light; yet you see how this 
world goes. 

Glo. I sec it feelingly. 141 

Lear. Whaf, art mad ? A man may see 
how this world goes with no eyes. Look 
with thine ears. See how yond justice rails 
upon v’^ond simple thief. Hark, in thine ear : 
change places and, handy-dandy, which is 
the ill dice, which is the thief ? Ihoii hast 
seen a farmer’s dog bark at a beggar ? 155 

ulo. Ay, sir. 

Lear. And the creature run from the cur ? 
There thou mightst behold the great image 
of authority : a dog’s obev’d in otfice. 
thou rascal beadle, hold tJiy bloody 
hand. 

vVhy dost thou lash that whore ? Strip thy 
own back ; n 1 

Thou hotly lusts to use her in that kind 
For which thou vvhip’st her. Ihc usurer 
hangs the cozener. 

Through tatter’d clothes small vices do 
appear; 

Robes and furr’d gowns hide all. Plate sin 
with gold, 

And the strong lance of justice hurtUss 
breaks ; 

Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s straw does pierce 
it. 

None dr>cs offend, none—I say none; I’ll 
able ’ciii. 

Take that of me, my friend, who have the 
power 

To seal th' accuser’s lips. Get thee glass 
eyes, 170 

And, like a scurvy politician, seem 
To sec the things thou dost not. Now, now% 
now, now ! 

Pull off ray boots. I^ardcr, harder—so. 

Edg. O, matter ana impcrtinency mix’d 1 
Reason in madness 1 

Lear. If thou wilt weep my fortunes, take 
my eyes. 

I know thee well enough ; thy name is 
Gloucester, 

Thou must be patient; we came crying 
hither. 

Thou know'st the first time that wc smell 
the air i«o 
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We wawl and cry. I will preach to thee. 
Mark. 

Glo. Alack, alack the day I 

Lear, When we are born, we cry that we 
are come 

To this great stage of fools. This a good 
block ! 

It were a delicate stratagem to shoe 
A troop of horse with felt; I’ll put’t in 
proof; 

And when I have stol’n upon these son-in- 
laws, 

Then kill, kill, kill, kill, kill, kill! 

Enter a Gentleman, with Attendants. 

Gent, O, here he is : lay hand upon 
Inm. —bir, 

Vour most dear daughter— j<»< 

Lear. No rescue ? What, a prisoner ? 1 
am ev cn 

The natural tool of fortune. Use me well ; 
You shall have ransom. Let me have 
surgeons ; 

I am cut to th’ brains. 

Gent. You shall have any thing. 

Lear. No seconds ? All myself ? jv; 
Why, this would make a man a man ot 
salt. 

To use his eyes for garden water-pots, 

Ay, and laying Autumn’s dust. 

Gent. Good sir— 

Lear. I will die bravely, like a smug 
bridegroom. What! sf' 

I wall he iovial. Come, come; I am a king, 
My masters, know you that. 

Gent. You are a royal one, and we obey 
you. 

Lear. Then there's life in't. Nay, an you 
get it, you sliall get it by running. Sa, sa, 
sa, sa. [Exit running ; Attendants folloiv. 

Gent. A sight most pitiful in the meanest 
wretch, 

Past speaking of in a king I Thou hast one 
daughter 

Who redeems nature from the general curse 
Which twain have brought her to. 

Edg. Hail, gentle sir. 

Gent. Sir. speed you ; what's your will ? 

Edg. Do you hear aught, sir, of a battle 
toward ? 

Gent. Most sure and vulgar; every one 
hears that 

Which can distinguish sound. 

Bdg. But, by your favour. 

How near's the other army ? 

Gent. Near and on speedy foot; the main 
descry 215 

Stands on the hourly thought. 

Edg. I thank you, sir ; that’s all. 

Gent. Though that the Queen on spc^cial 
cause is here, 

Her army is mov’d on. 

Edg* 1 thank you, sir. [Exit Gentleman. 


Glo. You ever-gentlc gods, take my 
breath from me ; 

Let not my worser spirit tempt me again 
To die before you please. 

Edg. Well pray you, father, 

O!o. Now, good sir, what are ycu ? 

Edg. A most poor man, made tame to 
fortune’s blows, 

Who, by the art of known and feeling 
sorrows, 

Am pregnant to good pity. Give me your 
hand ; 2 \'i 

ril lead you to some biding. 

Glo. Hearty thanks ; 

The bounty and the benison of heaven 
J o boot, and boot! 

Enter Oswald. 

Osw. A proclaim’d prire ! Most happy I 
That eyeless head of thine was first fram’d 
flC:dl 

To raise my fortunes. Thou old unhappy 
traitor, 

Briefly thyself remember. The sword is out 
lhat must destroy thee. 

Glo. Now let thy friendly hand 

Put strength enough to’t. {Edgar interposes. 

Osw. Wherefore, bold peasant, 

Dar’st thou support a publish'd traitor ? 
Hence ; 

Lest that th’ infection of bis fortune take 
Like hold on thee. Let go his arm. i-a'j 
Edg. Chill not let go, zir, without vurther 
'casion. 

Osw. Let go, slave, or thou dicst. 

Edg, Go( d gentleman, go your gait, and 
let poor volk pass. An chud ha' bin 
ewagger’d out of my life, 'twoiild not ha’ 
bin 20 long as ’tis by a vortnight. Nay, 
come not near th’ old man ; keep out, che 
vor ye, or Ice try whether your costard or 
my b4llow be the harder. Chill be plain 
with you. 

Osw. Out, dunghill! 245 

Edg. Chill pick your teeth, zir. Cerre ; 
no matter vor your fotns. [They figid. 
Osw. Slave, thou hast slain me. Villain, 
take my purse ; 

If ever thou wilt thrive, bury my body. 
And give the letters which thou find’st 
about me ^50 

To Edmund Earl of Gloucester. Seek him 
out 

Upon the English party. O, untimely 
death J 

Death! (Hedies. 

Edg. I know thee well; a serviceable 
villain. 

As duteous to the vices of thy mistress 255 
As badness would desire. 

Glo. What, is he dead ? 

Edg. Sit you down, father; rest you. 
Let’s sec these pockets; the letters that he 
speaks of 
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>{ay be my friends. He’s dead ; I am only 
sorry ^59 

He had no other death's-man. Let us see. 
Leave, gentle wax; and, manners, blame 
us not: 

To know our enemies’ minds we’d rip their 
hearts ; 

Their papers is more lawful. 

{/^eadsl * Let our reciprocal vows be 
rememb’red. You have many opportunities 
to cut him off; if your will want not, time 
and place will he fruitfully offer’d. There 
is nothing done if he return the conqueror : 
then am I the prisoner, and his bed mv 
gaol; from tiie loathed warmth whereof 
deliver me, and supply the place for your 
labour. 

Your (wife, so I woulil say) affectionate 
servant, Cio\n:RiL.' 

O indistinguish'd space of woman's will! 
A plot upon her virtuous Iiusb.ind’s life ; 
And the exchange my brother! Here, in 
the sands 

Thee I’ll rake up, the post unsanctified 
0.‘ murderous lechers ; and in the mature 
time 

With this ungracious paper strike the .sight 
O/ the death-practis’d duke. For him ’tis 
well 

Til it of thy death and business I can tell, 
G/o. The King is mad; how' stiti is my 
vile sense, 

Thit I stand up, and have ingenious 
feeling -v. 

Of my huge sorrows! Better I were 
distract; 

So should my thoughts be sever'd from my 
griefs, 

And woes by wTong imaginations lose 
'iha ;tn owl edge of themselves. 

[Orurn afar off. 
Give me your hand. 
Far off mathinks I hear the beaten drum. 
Co.ne, father, I'll bestow \\^u with a friend. 

\ Exeunt. 

vScHNE VII. A tent in the French camp. 

M isk, Enizr Cordelia, Kent, Doctor, 
and Gentleman. 

Cor. O thou good Kent, how shall I live 
and work 

To match thy goodness ? My life will be 
too short, 

A ad every measure fail me. 

Kent, io be acknowledg'd, madam, is 
o’eipxiid. 

All my reports go with the modest truth ; 
Nor more nor clipp'd, but so. (. 

Cor. Be better suited, j 

These weeds are memories of those worser 1 
hours; 

I prithee put them off. 

Kent. Pardon, dear madam ; 

iio6 


[Act 4 

Yet to be known shortens my made intent: 
ivfy boon I make it that you know me not 
rill time and 1 think meet. m 

Cor. Then be't so, my good lord. [To the 
doefor] How does the King 1 
Doct. Madam, sleeps still. 

Cor. O you kind gods, 

Cure this great breach in his abused nature! 
i ii' untun'd and jarring senses, O, wind 
up i(> 

this child-changed father ! 

Doct. So please your Majesty 

i fiat we may wake the King ; he hath slept 
long. 

Cor. Be govern'd by your knowledge, and 
proceed 

i‘ th’ sway of your own will. [To the 
gentlemanj Is he array’d ? 2v^ 

Gent. Ay, madam ; in the heaviness of 
sleep 

vVe put fresh garments on him. 

Doef. Be by, good madam, when we do 
awake him ; 

I doubt not of his temperance. 

Cor. Very well. 

Doct. Please you, draw near. Louder the 
music tlicre! ...5 

He draws the curtains and discovers Lkar 

asleep in bed. 

Cor. O my dear father ! Restoration hang 
i iiy medicine on my lips, and let this kiss 
Repair those violent harms that my two 
sisters 

.lave in thy reverence made. 

Kent. Kind and dear princess ! 

Cor. Had you not been their father, these 
white flakes 3. 

Did challenge pity of them. Was this a 

face 

^’o be oppos’d against the warring winds ? 
iO stand against the deep dread bolted 
thunder ? 

f 1 the most terrible and nimble stroke 
quick cross lightning ? to watch—poor 
perdu !— 3, 

Vith this thin helm ? Mine enemy’s dog, 
i hough he had bit me, should have stood 
that night 

Against my tire ; and wast thou fain, poor 
father, 

To hovel thee with swine and rogues forlorn, 
i 1 short and musty straw ? Alack, alack ! 

' i’is wonder that thy life and wits at once 
« /ad not concluded all.—He wakes ; speak 
to him. ,, .T 

Doct. Madam, do you ; 'tis fittest. 

Cor. How does my royal lord ? How fares 
your Majesty ? 

Lear. You do me v.rong to take me out 
o' th' grave. 

Thou art a soul in bliss ; but I am bound 40 
jpon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears 
Do scald like molten lead. 
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Cor. Sir, do you know me ? 

Lear, You arc a spirit, I know. Where did 
you die ? 

Cor. Still, still far wide ! 

Doci, He's scarce awake; let him alone 
awhik\ 

Lear, Where have I been ? W’here am 1 r 
Fair daylight ? 

I am might ily abus'd. I should e'en die will 
pity 

To see another thus. 1 know not what t( 
say. 

I will not swear these are my hands. Let’.' 

sec. s: 

I feel this pin prick. Would I were assur’c 
Of my condiiion ! 

Cor. O, look upon me, sir, 

And hold your hands in benediction o’c; 
me. 

No. sir, you must not kneel. 

Lear, Fra>s do not mock me 

1 am a very fooli.sh fond old man. 
Fv>urscore and upward, not an hour moit 
nor less ; 

And, to deal plaitily, 

I fear I am not in my perfect mind. 
Methinks 1 should know you, atid knov. 
this man ; 

Yet I am doubtful ; for I am maini'. 

ignorant « 

What place this is : and all the skill 1 him 
Remembers not lliesc garments ; nor 1 
know not 

Where I did lodge last night. Do not lau-;l 
at me; 

For, as 1 am a man, I think this lady 
To be my child Cordelia. 

Cor. And so I am, I am. : 

Lear. Be your tears wet ? Yes, faith. 1 
pray weep not; 

If you have poison for me 1 will drink it. 

1 know you do not love me ; for your sistt r 
Have, as I do remember, done me wronj' 
You have some cause, they have not. 

Cor. No cause, no cause, y 

Lear, Am 1 in France ? 

Kent. In your own kingdom, sir 

Lear. Do not abuse me. 

Doci. Be comforted, good madam. Tlu 
great rage, 

You see, is kill'd in him ; and yet it 
danger 

To make him even o'er the time he has lost. 
Desirc him to go in ; trouble him no moK 
Till further settling. 

Cor. WiU’t please your Highness walk : 

Lear. You must bear with n e. 

Pray you now, forget and forgive ; I am old 
and foolish. ^ 

(Exeunt all bat Kent and Gentleman. 

Gent, Holds it true, sir, that the Dukt 
of Cornwall was so slain ? 

Kent. Most certain, sir. 

Gent. Who is conductor of his people ? 


Kent. As 'tis said, the bastard son of 
Gloucester. 90 

Gent. They say Edgar, his banish'd son, 
is with the Earl of Kent in Germany. 

Kent. Report is changeable, 'lis tifee to 
look about; the powers of the kingdom 
approach apace. 

Gent. 'Ihc arbitrernent is like lo le 
bloody. Fare you well, sir. {/ xd. 

Kent. My point ard period will be 
throughly wrought, vr 

Or well or ill, as this day's battle’s fought. 

(L.xit. 

ACT FIVE 

ScFNii T. T/ie British camp near Veter. 

Enter, with dram and colours, Edm? nd, 
Ri;can, Gentlemen, and Soldiers. 

Edith Know of the Duke if his last 
purpose hold. 

Or whether since he is advis’d by aught 
j To change the course. He’s full of altcia- 
tion 

And sclf-rcproving—bring his constant 
pleasure. I Exit an Cjjicer. 

Reg. Our sister’s man is certainly mis¬ 
carried. .s 

Hdm. 'Tis to be doubted, madam. 

Keg. Now, sweet lord. 

You know’ the goodness I intend urin 
you. 

Tell me—but truly—but then speak the 
truth— 

Do you not love my sister ? 

Edm. In honour'd Icve. 

Keg. But have you never found my 
brother’s way 10 

To the forfended place ? 

Edm. Ihat thought abuses yrii. 

Reg. I am doubtful that you have betn 
conjunct 

And bosom’d with her, as far as we call 
hers. 

Edm. No, by mine honour, madam. 

Reg. I never shall endure her. Dear n^y 
lord, x5 

Be not familiar with her. 

Edm. Fear me not. 

She and the Duke her husband ! 

Enter, with dram and colours, Albany, 
Gonkril, and Soldiers. 

Gon. [Aside] I had rather lose the battle 
than that sister 
Should loosen him and me. 

Alb. Out very loving sister, well be-met. 
Sir, this I heard : the King is come to his 
daughter ?i 

With others whom the rigour of our state 
Forc’d to cry out. Where 1 could not Le 
honest 

I never yet was valiant. For this business, 
It touches us as France invades our land, 5 
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•Not bolds tne King, with others whom, 1 
fear. 

Most just and heavy causes make oppose. 

Edm. Sir, you speak nobly. 

Reg. Why is this reason’d ? 

Gon. Combine together ’gainst the enemy; 
For these domestic-door particulars ?io 
Are not the question here. 

Alb. Let's then determine 

With th’ ancient of war on our proceeding. 

Edm. I shall attend you presently at 
your tent. 

Reg. Sister, you'll go with us ? 

Gon. No. 35 

Reg. 'Tis most convenient; pray you go 
with us. 

Gon. [Asid^l O, ho, 1 know the riddle.— 
I will go. 

As they are going out, enter Edgar, disguised. 

Edg. If e’er your Grace had speech with 
man so poor, 

Hear me one word. 

Alb. I’ll overtake you.—Speak. 

fExeunt all hut Albany and Edgar. 

Edg. Before you fight the battle, ope this 
letter. ao 

If you ha ve victory, let the trumpet sound 
For him that brougnt it; wretched though 
I seem 

1 can produce a champion that will prove 
W.iat is avouched there. If you miscarry, 
Your business of the world hath so an end. 
And macnination ceases. Fortune love you! 

Alb. Stay till 1 have read the letter. 

Edg. I was forbid it. 

When time shall serve, let but the herald 
cry, 4« 

And ril appear again. 

AIj. Way, fare thee well. I will o’erlook 
thy paper- [Exit Edgar, 

Re-enter Edmund. 

Ednu The enemy's in view; draw up 
your pow'ers. 51 

Here is the guess of their true strength and 
forces 

By diligent discovery ; but your haste 
Is now urg’d on you. 

A/f>. We will greet the time. fExif. 

Edm. To both these sisters have I sworn 
my love; 55 

Each jealous of the other, as the stung 
Are of the adder. Which of them shall I 
take ? 

Both ? one ? or neither ? Neither can be 
enjoy’d, 

If both remain alive : to take the widow, 
Exasperates, makes mad her sister Goneril; 
And hardly shall I carry out my side, 61 
Her husband being alive. Now then, we'll 
use 

His countenance for the battle; which 
being done, 


[Act 5 

Let her who w^ould be rid of him devise 
His speedy taking off. As for the mercy f»5 
Which he intends to Lear and to Cordelia— 
The battle done, and they within our power. 
Shall never sec his pardon ; for my state / 
Stands on me to defend, not to debate. 

[Exit. 

Scene II. A field between the two camps. 

Alarum within. Enter, with drum and 
colours, the Powers of France over the 
stage, CouDFXiA with her Father in her 
hand, and exeunt. 

Enter Edgar and Gloucester. 

Edg. Here, father, take the shadow of 
this tree 

For your good host; pray that the right 
may thrive. 

If ever 1 return to you again 
I’ll bring you comfort. 

Glo. Grace go with you, sir ! 

(Exit Edgar. 

Alarum and retreat within. Re-enter Edgar. 

Edg. Away, old man ; give me thy hand ; 
away! 5 

King Lear hath lost, he and his daughter 
ta’cn. 

Give me thy hand ; come on. 

Glo. No f urther, sir ; a man may rot even 
here. 

Edg. What, in ill thoughts again ? Men 
must endure 

Their going hence, even as their coming 
hither: 10 

Ripeness is all. Come on. 

Glo. And that’s true too. 

lExeMiif. 

Scene III. The British camp near Dover. 

Enter, in conquest, with drum and colours, 
Edmund ; Lear and Cordelia prisomrs ; 
Soldiers, Captain. 

Edm. Some officers take them away. 
Good guard, 

Until their greater pleasures first be known 
That are to censure them. 

Cor. We are not the first 

Who with best meaning have incurr'd the 
worst. 

For thee, oppressed King, am I cast down ; 
Myself could else out-frown false Fortune’s 
frown. 6 

Shall we not sec these daughters and these 
sisters ? 

Lear. No, no, no, no I Come, let’s away 
to prison. 

We two alone will sing like birds i’ th’ cage ; 
When thou dost ask me blessing, I'll kneel 
down 30 

And ask of thee forgiveness ; so we’ll live. 
And pray, and sing, and tell old tales, and 
laugh 



Scene 3] 

At gilded butterflies, and hear poor rogues 
Talk of court news; and well talk with 
them too— 

Who loses and who wins ; who's in, who's 
out— 15 

And take upon's the mystery of things 
As if we were God's spies ; and well wear 
out 

In a wall'd prison packs and sects of great 
ones 

That ebb and flow by th' moon. 

Edrn. Take them away. 

Lear. Upon such sacrifices, my Cordelia, 
The gods themselves throw incense. Have I 
caught Ihee ? 

He that parts us shall bring a brand from 
heaven 

And fire us hence like foxes. Wipe thine 
eyes ; 

The good years shall devour them, flesh and 
fell, 

Ere they sliall make us weep. Well see 'em 
starv’d first. 

Come. [Exeunt Lear and Cordelia, guarded. 

Bdm. Come hither. Captain ; hark. 
[Gifing a paper] Take thou this note; go 
iollow them to prison. 

O.ic step I have advanc’d thee ; if thou dost 
As this instructs thee, thou dost make thy 
way 3> 

To noble fortunes. Know thou this, that 
men 

Are as the time is; to be tender-minded 
Does not become a sword. Ihy great em¬ 
ployment 

Will not bear question ; either say thou'It 
do’t, 

Or thrive by other means. 

Capt. HI do’t, my lord. 3^ 

Ldm. About it; and write happy when 
th' hast done. 

Mark—I say, instantly ; and carry it so 
As I have set it down. 

Capt. I cannot draw a cart nor eat 
dried oats ; 3 / 

If it be man’s work. 111 do't. [Exit. 

Flourish. Enter Albany, Goneril, Regan, 
and Soldiers. 

Alb. Sir, you have sJiow'd to-day your 
valiant strain. 

And fortune led you well. You have the 
captives 4- 

Who were the opposites of this day’s strife ; 
I do require them of you, so to use them 
As we snail find their merits and our safety 
May equally determine. 

Edm. Sir, 1 thought it fit 

To send the old and miserable king 
To some retention and appointed guard ; 
Whose age has charms in it, whose title 
more, 

To pluck the common bosom on his side, 50 
And turn our impress'd lances in our eyes 
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Which do command them. With him 1 sent 
the Queen, 

My reason all the same ; and they are ready 
fo-morrow, or at lurther space, t' appear 
Where you shall hold your session. At this 
time 55 

We sweat and bleed ; the friend hath lost 
his friend ; 

And the best quarrels, in the heat, are 
curs'd 

By those that feel their sharpness, 

Ihc question of Cordelia and her father 
Requires a fitter place. 

Alb. Sir, by your patience, oo 

I hold you but a subject of this war. 

Not as a brother. 

Reg. That’s as we list to grace him. 
Methinks our pleasure might have been 
demanded 

Ere you had spoke so far. He led our 
powers, 

Bore the commission of my place and 
person, 05 

The which immediacy may well stand up 
And call itself your brother. 

Con. Not so hot. 

In his own grace he doth exalt himself, 
More than in your addition. 

Reg. In my rights, 

By me invested, he compeers the best. 70 

Alb. Ihat were the most, if he should 
husband you. 

Reg. Jesters do oft prove prophets. 

Gon. Holla, holla I 

That eye that told you so look’d but 
asquint. 

Reg. Lady, I am not well; else I should 
answer 

From a full-flowing stomach. General, 75 
lake thou my soldiers, prisoners, patri¬ 
mony ; 

Dispose of them, of me; the walls is 
thine. 

Witness tl e world that I create thee here 
My loid and master. 

Gon. Mean you to enjoy him ? 

Alb. The let-alone lies not in your good 
will. 80 

Edm. Nor in thine, lord. 

Alb. Half-blcoded fellow, yes. 

Reg. [To Edmund] Let the drum strike, 
and prove my title thine. 

Alb. Stay yet; hear reason. Edmund, I 
arrest thee 

On capital treason; and. in thy attaint, 
[Pointing to GcneriL 
This gilded serpent. For your claim, fair 
sister, 85 

I bar it in the interest of my wife ; 

’Tis she is sub-contracted to this lord. 

And 1, her husband, contradict your banns. 
If you will marry, make your loves to me— 
My lady is bespoke. 

Gon. An interlude 1 90 
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Alb, Thou art arm’d, Gloster. Let th< 
trumpet sound. 

If none appear to prove upon thy person 
Thy heinous, manifest, and many treasons, 
There is my pledge; [Throwing down a glove 
I'll make it on thy heart 
Ere 1 taste bread, thou art in nothing les^ 
Than I have here proclaim’d thee. 

Reg. Sick. O, sick ! 

Gon, [Aside] If not, I’ll ne’er trust 
medicine. 

JEdm. There’s my exchange, |T/iron’nig 
down a gloveJ. What in the world he is 
That names me traitor, villain-like he lies 
Call by thy trumpet: he that dare* 
approach, i<" 

On him, on you, who not, I will maintain 
My truth and honour firmly. 

Alb. A herald, lio ! 

Edm. A herald, ho, a herald ! 

Alb. Trust to thy single virtue ; for thy 
soldiers. 

All levied in my name, ha\'e in my name 
Took their discharge. 

Reg. My sickness grows upon me. 

Alb. She is not well; convey her to my 
tent. [E.xit Regant led. 

Enter a Herald. 

Come hither, herald. Let the trumpet 
sound, 

And read out this. 

Herald. {Reads\ * If any man of quality 
or degree within the lists of the army will 
maintain upon Edmund, supposed Earl of 
Gloucester, that he is a manifold traitor, 
let him appear by the third sound of the 
trumpet. He is bold in his defence.’ j i i 
S ound, trumpet. [1 Trumpet. 

Herald. Again ! |2 Trumpet. 

Herald. Again I 13 Trumpet. 

[Trumpet answers within. 

Enter Edgar, armed, at the third sound, a 
trumpet before him. 

Alb. Ask him his purposes, why he 
appears 

Upon this call o’ th’ trumpet. 

Herald. What are you ? 

Your name, your quality, and why you 
answer i-(. 

This present summons ? 

Edg. Know, my name is lost, 

By treason’s tooth bare-gnawn and canker- 
bit ; 

Yet am I noble as the adversary 
1 come to cope. 

Alb, Which is that adversary ? 

Edg. What's he that speaks for Edmund 
Earl of Gloucester ? x.'a 

Edm. Himself. What say'st thou to him ? 
Edg. Draw thy sword. 

That, if ray speech offend a ho'dIc heart, 
Thy arm may do thee justice ; here is mine. 

IIIO 


[Act 5 

Behold, it is the privilege of mine honours, 
My oath, and my profession. I protest— 
Maiigre thy strength, youth, place, and 
eminence, J31 

Despite thy victor sword and firc-new 
foitiine. 

Thy valour and thy heart—thou art a 
traitor ; 

False to thy gods, thy brother, and thy 
father; 

Conspirant 'gainst this high illustrious 
prince ; 13. 

And, from th’ extremest upward of thy 
head 

To the ilesccnt and dust below' thy foot, 

A most toad-spotted traitor. iSay thou 
‘ No 

This sword, this arm, and my best spirits, 
are bent j \ > 

To prove upon thy heart, whereto 1 speak, 
Thou liest. 

Edm. In wisdom I should ask tliy name ; 
But, since thy outside looks so iair and 
warlike, 

.^nd that thy tongue some say of breeding 
breathes, 113 

What safe and nicely I might well delay 
By rule of kniglithood, I disdain and spurn. 
Back do I toss these treasons to thy head ; 
With the hell-hated lie o’erwhclm thy 
heart; 

Which—for they yet glance by and scarcely 
bruise— 

This sword of mine shall give them instant 
way 

Where they shall rest for ever. Tiumpets, 
speak. ISO 

[Alarums. They fight. Edmund falls. 
Alb. Save him, save him ! 

Gon. Tiiis is practice, Gloucester. 

By th’ law of war thou wast not bound 
to answer 

An unknowui opposite; thou art not 
vanquish’d, 

But cozen’d and beguil’d, 

Alb. Shut your mouth, dame. 

Or with this paper shall I stopple it. Hold, 
sir. 15; 

Thou worse than any name, read thine own 
evil. 

No tearing, lady ; I perceive you know' it. 
Gon. Say, if I do—the laws are mine, not 
thine. J5« 

Who can arraign me for’t 7 
Alb. Most monstrous! OI 

Know’st thou this paper 7 
Gon. Ask me not what 1 know. [Exif. 
Alb. Go after her. She’s desperate; 

govern her. [Exit an Officer. 

Edm. What you have charg’d me with, 
that have I done, 

And more, much more ; the time will bring 
it out. 

'Tis past, and so am 1. But what art thou 
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Scene 3] 


That hast this fortune on me ? If thou'rt 
noble, 105 

I do forgive thee. 

Edg. Let’s exchange charity. 

I am no less in blood than thou art, 
Edmund ; 

If more, the more th* hast wrong’d me. 

My name is Edgar, and thy father’s son. 
The gods are just, and of our pleasant vices 
Make instruments to plague us : 171 

The dark and vicious place where thee he 
got 

Cost him his eyes. 

Edm. Th’ hast spoken right, 'tis true ; 
The wheel is come full circle ; I am here. 

Alb. Mctliought thy very gait did 
prophesy 17-) 

A royal nobleness. I must embrace thee. 
Let sorrow split my heart if ever I 
Did hate thee or thy father ! 

Edg. Worthy prince, 

1 know’t. 

Alh. Where have you hid yourself ? 
How have you known the miseries of your 
father ? 

Edg. By nursing them, my lord. List a 
brief tale ; 

And when ’tis told, D that my heart would 
hurst! 

The bloody proclamation to escape 
That follow'd me so near—O our lives’ 
sweetness, I'l 

That wo the p.iia of death would liourly die 
Rather than die at once !—taught me to 
shift 

Into a madman’s rags, t' assume a 
semblance 

That very dogs disdain’d ; and in this habit 
Met I my father with his bleeding rings, 
Tlicir precious stones new lost; became his 
guide, ' 

Led him, l^egg’d for him, sav’d him from 
despair ; 

Never—O fault!—reveal’d myself unto him 
Until some lialf-hour past, when 1 was 
arm’d; 

Not sure, though hoping, of this good 
success, 

I ask'd his blessing, and from first to last 
Told him my pilgrimage. But his flaw’d 
heart— t9> 

Alack, too weak the conflict to support!— 
’Twixt two extremes of passion, joy and 
Rrief, 

Burst smilingly. 

Edm. This speech of yours hath mov’d 
me, 

And shall perchance do good ; but speak 
you on ; 

You look as you had something more to say. 

Alb. If there be more, more woeful, hold 
it in ; 

For I am almost ready to dissolve. 

Hearing of this. 


Edg. This would have seem’d a period 
To such as love not sorrow ; but another. 
To amplify too much, would make much 
more. aoo 

And top extremity. 

Whilst I was big in clamour, came there in 
a man 

Who, having seen me in my worst estate, 
Shimn’d my abhorr’d society; but then, 
finding 210 

Who ‘twas that so endur’d, with his strong 
arms 

He fastened on my neck and bellowed out 
As he’d burst heaven ; threw him on my 
father ; 

I old the mo.st piteous talc of Lear and him 
That ever ear receiv’d ; which in recounting 
His grief grew puissant, and the strings of 
life 2Tr, 

Began to crack. Twice then the trumpets 
sounded 

And there 1 left him tranc’d. 

Alh. But who was this ? 

Edg. Kent, sir, the banish’d Kent, who 
in disguise 

Follow’d his enemy king, and did him 
service 220 

Improper for a slave. 

Enter a Gentleman iviiJi a bloody hnife. 

Gent. Help, help, O, help ! 

Edg. What kind of help ? 

.Alb. Speak, man. 

Edg. What means this bloody knite ? 

Gent. ’Tis hot, it smokes ; 

It came even from the heart of—O, she’s 
dead ! 

Alb. Who dead ? Speak, man. 225 

Gent. Your lady, sir, your lady ! and her 
sister 

By her is poison’d ; she confesses it. 

Edm. 1 was contracted to them both. All 
three 

Now marry in an instant. 

Edg. Here comes Kent. 

Enter KhNT. 

Alb. Produce the bodies, be they alive or 
dead. I Exit Gentleman. 230 

This judgment of the heavens, that makes 
us tremble, 

Touches us not with pity. O, is this he ? 
The time will not allow the compliment 
Which very manners urges. 

Kent. 1 am come 

To bid my king and master aye good night. 
Is he not here ? 

Alb. Great thing of us forgot! 

Speak, Edmund, where's the King ? and 
where’s Cordelia ? [The bodies of 
Goneril and Regan are brought in. 
See’st thou this object, Kent ? 

Kent. Alack, why thus ? 

Edm. Yet Edmund was belov’d, 
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The one the other poison’d for my sake, 240 
And after slew herself. 

Alb. Even so. Cover their faces. 

Edm. I pant for life. Some good I mean 
to do, 

Despite of mine own nature. Quickly 
send— 

Be brief in it—to th' castle ; for my writ 
Is on the life of Lear and on Cordelia. 

Nav, send in time. 

Alb. Run, run, O, run ! 

Edg. To who. my lord ? Who has the 
office i Send 

Thy token of reprieve. 24) 

Edm. Well thought on. Take my sword ; 
Give it the Captain. 

Alb. Haste thee, for thv life. 

(Exit Edgar. 

Edm. He haUi commission from thy wife 
and me 

To hang Cordelia in the prison, and 
To lay the blame upon her own despair, 
That she fordid herself. 2*^*; 

Alb. The gods defend her ! Bear him 
hence awhile. [Edmund is borne ojj. 

Enter Lear, with Cordelia dead in his 

arms ; Edgar, Captain, and Others 

following. 

Lear. Howl, howl, howl, howl I O, you 
are men of stones! 

Had I your tongues and eyes, I’d use them 
so 

That heaven’s vault should crack, She’s 
gone for ever. 

I know when one is dead and when one 
lives; .<»«• 

She’s dead as earth. Lend me a Iwking- 
glass ; 

If that her breath will mist or stain the 
stone, 

Why, then she lives. 

Kent. Is this the promis’d end ? 

Edg. Or image of that horror ? 

AIL Fall and cease ! 

Lear. This feather stirs ; she lives. If it 
be so, 2<.s 

It is a chance which does redeem all sorrows 
That ever I have felt. 

Kent. O my good master ! [Kneeling. 

Lear. Prithee away. 

Edg. 'Tis noble Kent, your friend. 

Lear. A plague upon you, murderers, 
traitors all! 

1 might have sav’d her ; now she’s gone for 
ever. 270 

Cordelia, Cordelia ! stay a little. Ha ! 

What is’t thou say’st ? Her voice was ever 
soft. 

Gentle, and low—an excellent thing in 
woman. 

I kill’d the slave that was a-han^ng thee. 

Cafd. ’Tis true, my lords, he did. 

Lear, Did 1 not, fellow ? , 


[Act 5 

1 have seen the day. with my good biting 
falchion, 276 

1 w'oiild have made them skip: I am old 
now, 

And these same crosses spoil me. VMio are 
you ? 

Mine eyes are not 0’ th’ best. I’ll tell you 
straight, 

Kent. If lortiine brag of two she lov’d and 
hated, 280 

One of them we behold. 

Lear. This is a dull sight. Are you not 
Kent ? 

Kent. 1 he same— 

Your servant Kent. Where is your servant 
Caius ? 

Lear. He’s a good fellow, 1 can tell you 
that ; 

He'll strike, and quickly too. He’s dead and 
rotten. 

Kent. No, my good lord ; 1 am the very 
mai^— 

Lear. I’ll sec that straight. 

Kent. That from your hist of difference 
and dccav 

Have follow'd your sad steps. 

Lear. You are welcome hither. 

Kent. Nor no man cise ! All’s cheerless, 
dark, and deadly. -tr- 

Your eldest daughters have fordone them¬ 
selves 

And desperately are dead. 

Lear. Ay, so I think. 

Alb. He knows not what he says ; and 
vain is it 

That we present us to him, 

Edg. Very bootless. 204 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Edmund is dead, my lord. 

Ah;. That’s hut a trifle here. 

You lords and noble friends, know our 
intent. 

What comfort to this great decay may ceme 
Shall be applied. For us, we will lesign 
Ouring the life of this old Majesty, 
to him our absolute power. (7o Edgar and 
Kenij Yju to your rights ; .v «> 
With boot, and such addition as your 
honours 

Have more than merited. All friends shall 
taste 

The wages of their virtue, and all foes 
The cup of their dcservings. O, sec, see ! 

Lear. And my poor fool is bang’d 1 No, 
no, no life ! 3'>5 

Why should a dog, a horse, a rat have life, 
And thou no breath at all 7 Thou’lt come 
no more, 

Never, never, ne\’er, never, never. 

Pray you undo this button. I hank you, sir. 
Do you see this 7 Look on her. Look, her 
lips. 310 

Look there, look there I [He dies. 
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Scene 3] 

Bdg. He faints. My lord, my lord ! 

KenL Break, heart; 1 prithee break. 

E:ig, Look up, my lord, 

Kent, Vex not his ghost, O, let him pass ! 
He hates him 

That would upon the rack of this tough 
world 

Stretch him out longer. 

E ifi, He is gone indeed, sts 

Kent, The wonder is he hath endur'd so 
long ; 

He but usurp'd his life. 

Alb, B.'ar them from hence. Our present 
business 


Is genera] ^^oc, [To Kent and Ed^ar] Friends 
of my soul, you twain 

Rule in this realm and the gor’d state 
sustain, 3-o 

Kent. 1 have a journey, sir, shortly to go. 

Mv master calls me ; 1 must not say no. 
EJg. riic weight of this sad time we must 
obey ; 

Speak what we feel, not what w’c ought to 
say. 

The oldest hath borne most; we that are 
young 3-'5 

Shall never see so much nor live so long. 

[Exeunt tvUh a dead march. 



OTHELLO, THE MOOR OF VENICE 


DRAMATIS PERSONS 


Dukk of Venice. 

Brabantio, a Senator, father to Desdenwna, 
Other Senators. 

Gratiano, brother to ] 

Brabantio, I two noble 

Lodovico, kinsman to j Venetians. 
Brabantio, J 

Othello, the Moor, in the service of Venice. 
Cassio, his honourable Lieutenant. 

I AGO, his Ancient, a villain. 

Koderigo, a guJVd Venetian gentleman. 

THEi Scene : 


Montano, Governor of Cyprus, before 
Othello. 

Clown, servant to Othello. 

Desdemona, daughter to Brabantio, and 
wife to Othello. 

Emilia, wife to lago. 

Bianca, a courtezan, in love with Cassio. 

Gentlemen of Cyprus, Sailors, Officers, 
Messenjxer, Musicians, Herald, Atten¬ 
dants, &c. 

Venice ; Cyprus. 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Venice. A street. 

Enter Roderico and Iago, 

Rod. Tush, never tell me ; I take it much 
unkindly 

That you, lago, who has had my purse 
As if the strings were thine, shouldst know 
of this, 

lago. *Sblood, but you will not hear me. 
If ever I did dream of such a matter, 
Abhor me. 

Rod. Thou told’st me thou didst hold him 
in thy hate. 

lago. Despise me if I do not. Three great 
ones of the city. 

In personal suit to make me his lieutenant. 
OT-capp’d to him ; and, by the faith of 
man, 

I know iny price, lam worth no worse a 
place. 

But he, as loving liis own pride and 
purposes. 

Evades them with a bombast circumstance 
Horribly stulT’d with epithets of war; 

And, in conclusion, jr 

Nonsuits my mediators ; Tor, certes,’ savs 
he 

‘ I have already chose my officer*. 

And what was he ? 

Forsooth, a great arithmetician. 

One Michael Cassio, a Florentine, 

A fellow almost damn’d in a fair wife. 

That never set a squadron in the field. 

Nor the division of a battle know^s 
More than a spinster; unless the Ixsokish 
theoric, 

Wherein the toged consuls can propose 
As masterly as he—mere prattle, without 
practice, 

Is all his soldiership. But he, sir, had the 
election; 


And I, of wliom his eyes had seen the proof 
At Rhodes, at Cyprus, and on other 
grounds, 

Christian and heathen, must he be-lee’d 
and calm'd ,v 

By debitor and creditor—this counter¬ 
caster, 

He, in good time, must his lieutenant be, 
And I, God bless the mark ! his Moorship’s 
ancient. 

Rod. By heaven, I rather would have 
been his Jiangman! 

lago. Why, there’s no remedy; 'tis the 
curse of service: v. 

Preferment goes by letter and affection, 
Not by the old gradation, where each 
second 

SRkkI heir to the first. Now, sir, be judge 
yourself 

Whether 1 in any just term am affin’d 
To love the Moor. 

Rod. 1 would not follow' him, then. 

lago. O, sir, content you. 11 

I follow him to serve my turn upon him : 
We cannot all be masters, nor all masters 
Cannot be truly follow’d. You shall mark 
Many a duteous and knee-crooking knave 
I That, doting on his own obsequious 
bondage, .jn 

Wears out his time, much like his master’s 
ass, 

For nought but provender ; and when he’s 
old, caihier’d. 

Whip me such honest kna\ es. Others there 
are 

Who, trimm’d in forms and visages of 
duty, 

Keep yet their hearts attending on them¬ 
selves ; .SI 

And, throwing but shows of service on 
their lords, 

Do well thrive by ’em and, when they ha\e 
lin’d their coats. 
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Scene 1] 

Do themselves homage—these Idlows have 
some soul; 

And such a one do I profess myself. ^5 
For, sir, 

It is as sure as you are Hoderigo, 

Were 1 the Moor, 1 would not be lago. 

In following him 1 follow but myself— 
Heaven is my judge, not 1 for love and 
duty, »■) 

But seeming so for my peculiar end. 

For when mv outward action dotli demon¬ 
strate 

The native act and figure of my heart 
In compliment extern, ’tis not long after 
But I will wear my heart upon my sleeve • 
For daws to peck at: 1 am not wliat 1 am. 

Rod. What a full fortune does the thick- 
lips owe, 

If he can carry’t thus ! 

la^o. Call up her father. 

Rouse him, make after him, poison hi^ 
delight, 

Proclaim him in the streets ; incense her 
kinsmen, a- 

And, though lie in a fertile climate dwell. 
Plague him with Hies ; tliough tliat his joy 
be joy. 

Yet throw such changes of vexation on’t 
As it may lose some colour. 

Rod. Here is her fatiicr's house. Til call 
aloud. / ^ 

I ago. IX^ with like timorous accent and 
dire yell 

As when, by night and negligence, the fire 
Is spied in populous cities. 

Rod. What, ho, Brabantio! Signior 
Brabantio, iio ! 

laso. Awake! What, ho, Brabantio! 
Thieves, tliicves, thieves ! s • 

Look to your house, your daughter, and 
your bags. 

Thieves ! thieves ! 

Brabantio appears above at a u> in dote. 

Bra. What is the reason of this terrible 
summons ? 

What is the matter there ? \ 

Rod. Signior, is all your family w'ithin ? 

la^). Are your doors lock’d ? 

Bra. Why, wherefore ask you this ? 

lago. Zounds, sir, youTe robb'd ; for 
shame, put on your gown ; 

Your heart is burst; you have lost half 
your soul. 

Even now, now, very now, an old black rarn 
Is tupping your white ewe. Arise, arise ; 
Awake th.' snorting citizens with the bell, 
Or else the devil will make a grandsire of 
you. 

Arise, 1 say. 

Bra. What, have you lost your wits ? 

Rod. Most reverend signior, do you know 
my voice ? 

Bra. Not 1; what are you ? 95 


Rod, My name is Roderigo. 

Bra. The worser welcome 1 

I have charg’d thee not to haunt about my 
doors ; 

In honest plainness thou hast heard me say 
My daughter is not for thee; and now, in 
madness. 

Being full of supper and distempering 
draughts, i<>o 

Upon malicious bravery dost thou come 
To start my quiet. 

Rod. Sir, sir, sir— 

Bra. But thou must needs be sure 

My spirit and my place have in tlieir px^wer 
I v'j make this hitter to thee. 

Rod. Patience, good sir. 

Bra. What tcll’st thou me of robbing ? 
'Miis is Venice ; 

Mv house is not a grange. 

Rod. Most grave Brabantio, 

In sitnple and pure soul I come to you. 

lago. Zounds, sir, you are one of those 
that will not serve God if the devil bid you. 
Because we come to do you service, and 
you think we are ruffians, you’ll have your 
daughter cover’d with a Barbary horse *, 
you’ll iiavc your nephews neigh to you ; 
you’ll have coursers for cousins and gennets 
for germans. 

Bra. What profane wretch art thou ? rJ3 
lago. I am one, sir, that comes to tell you 
your daughter and the Moor are now 
making the beast with two backs. 

Bra. Thou art a villain. 
lago. You are—a Senator. 

Bra. 'J'his thou shalt answer ; 1 know 
thee, Roderigo. i .0 

Rod. Sir, 1 will answer anything. But I 
beseech you, 

If’t be your pleasure and most wise con¬ 
sent— 

As partly I find it is—that your fair 
daughter, 

At this odd-even and dull watch o’ th’ 
night, 

Transported with no worse nor better 
guard I .-.'5 

But with a knave of common hire, a 
gondolier, 

To the gross clasps of a lascivious Moor— 
If this be known to you, and your allowance, 
We then have done you bold and saucy 
wrongs; 

But if you know not this, my manners tell 
me 130 

We have your wTong rebuke. Do not 
believe 

That, from the sense of all civility, 

I thus would play and trifle with your 
reverence. 

Your daughter, if you have not given her 
leave, 

I say again, hath made a gross revolt; 135 
Tying lict duty, beauty, wit, and fortunes, 
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In an extravagant and wheeling stranger 
Of here atid everywhere. Straight satisfy 
yourself. 

If she be in her chamber or your house. 
Let loose on me the jirstice of the state m 
F or thus deluding you. 

Bra. Strike cu the tinder, ho ! 

Give me a taper ; call up all my people. 
This accident is not unlike my dream. 
Belief of it oppresses me already. 

Light, I say ; light! [L-xii from above. 

la^o. Farewell ; for 1 must leave you. 
It seems not meet nor wholesome to my 
place 

To be producted—as if I stay I shall— 
Against the Moor : for 1 do know the state, 
However this may gall him with some 
check, 

Cannot with safety cast him ; for he*s 
embark’d 

With such loud reason to the C\’prus wars, 
W’hich even now stands in act, that, for 
their souls, 

Another of his fathom they have none 
To lead their business; in which regard, 
Though 1 do hate him as I do hell pains, 155 
Yet, for necessity of present life, 

I must show out a flag and sign of love. 
Which is indeed but sign. That you shall 
surely find him, 

Lead to the Sagittary the raised search ; i sv 
And there will I be with him. So, farewell. 

[Exit. 

Enter below, Brabantio, in his night gown, 
and Servants with torches. 

Bra. It is too true an evil. Gone she is ; 
And what's to come of my despised time 
Is nought but bitterness. Now, Roderigo, 
Where didst thou see her ?—O unhappy 
girl!— 

With the Moor, say’st thou ?—Who would 
be a father ?— 

How didst thou know 'twas she ?—O, thou 
deceivest me 

Past thought I—What said she to you ?— 
Get moe tapers; 

Raise all my kindred.—Are they married 
think you ? 

Rod. Truly, I think they are. 

Bra. O heaven I How got she out ? O 
treason of the blood I 170 

Fathers, from hence trust not your 
daughters’ minds 

By what you see them act. Is there not 
charms 

By which the property of youth and maid- 
hood 

May be abus’d ? Have you not read, 
Roderigo, 

Of some such thing ? 

Rod, Yes, sir, I have indeed. 175 

Bra. Call up my brother.—O that you 
had had her!— 


[Act 1 

Some one way, some another.—Do you 
know 

Where we may apprehend her and the 
Moor ? 

Rod. I think I can discover him, If you 
please 179 

To get good guard, and go along with me. 

Bra. Pray lead me on. At every house 
ril call; 

I may command at most.—Get weapons, 
ho! 

And raise some special officers of night.— 
Oil, good Roderigo ; I’ll deserve your pains. 

[Exemd. 

SccNH II, Venice, Another street. 

Enter Othello, Iago, and Attendants with 
torches. 

Iago. Though in the trade of war I have 
slain men. 

Yet do 1 hold it very stuff o’ th* conscience 
I'o do no contriv’d murder. 1 lack iniquity 
Sometime to do me service. Nine or ten 
times 

I had thought to have yerk’d him here 
under the ribs. 5 

Oth. ’Tis better as it is. 

Iago. Nay, but he prated, 

And spoke such scurvy and provoking terms 
Against your honour 
That, with the little godliness I have, 

1 did full hard forbear him. But I pray, 
sir, i<» 

Arc you fast married ? For be assur'd of 
this, 

That the magnifico is much beloved. 

And hath in his effect a voice potential 
As double as the Duke's. He will divorce 
you. 

Or put upon you what restraint and 
grievance 15 

That law, with all his might to enforce it on, 
Will give him cable. 

Oth. Let him do his spite. 

My services which I have done the signiory 
Shall out tongue his complaints. 'Tis yet 
to know— 

Which, when I know that boasting is an 
honour, 20 

I shall promulgate—I fetch my life and 
being 

From men of royal siege ; and my demerits 
May speak unbonneted to as proud a 
fortune 

As this that 1 have reach’d. For know, 
Iago, 

But that I love the gentle Desdemona, 25 
I would not my unhoused free condition 
Put into circumscription and confine 
For the seas' worth. 

Enter Cassio and Officers with torches. 
But look what lights come yonder. 
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Scene 2] 

lago. Those are tiie raised father and his 
friends. 

You were best go in. 

Olh, Not I ; 1 must be found. 

My parts, my title, and my perfect soul 31 
Shall manifest me rightly. Is it they ? 

Jago. By Janus, 1 think no. 

Olh, The servants of the Duke and my 
lieutenant— 

The goodness of the night upon you, 
friends! 3^ 

What is the news ? 

Cjs. Tne Duke does greet you, General; 
And he requires your hastc-post-haste 
appearance 
Even on the instant. 

Gilt. What is the matter, think you ? 

Cas. Sometiiing from Cyprus, as I may 
divine. 

It is a business of some heat: the galleys 40 
Have sent a dozen sequent messengers 
Tliis very night at one another’s heels; 
And many of tlie consuls, rais'd and met, 
Are at the Duke’s already. You have been 
hotly call'd for; 

AVhen, being not at your lodging to he 
found, 

The Senate hath sent about three several 
quests 

To search you out. 

Ol/i, 'Tis well I am found by you. 

I will but spend a word here in the house, 
And go with you. [ExiL 

Cas. Ancient, what makes he here ? 

laga. Faith, he to-night hath boarded a 
land catrack. 30 

If it prove lawful prize, he's made for ever. 

Cas. 1 do not understand. 

Jago. lie’s married. 

Cas. To who ? 

Re-enter Othello. 

I ago. Marry, to—Come, Captain, will you 
go? 

Olh. Have with you. 

Enter Brabantio, Rodurigo, and Officers 
with torches and weapons. 

Cas. Here comes another troop to seek 
for you. 

lago. It is Brabantio. General, be 
advis'd; 53 

He comes to bad intent. 

Olh. Holla ! stand there. 

Rod. Signior, it is the Moor. 

Bra. Down with him, thief. 

[T/iey draw on both sides. 

lago. You, Roderigo; come, sir, I am 
for you. 

Olh, Keep up your bright swords, for the 
dew will rust them. 

Good signior, you shall more command 
with years 

Than with your weapons. 


Bra. O thou foul thief, where hast thou 
stow'd my daughter ? 

Damn’d as thou art, thou hast enchanted 
her; 

For I’ll refer me to all things of sense. 

If she in chains of magic were not bound, 63 
Whether a maid so tender, fair, and happy. 
So opposite to marriage that she shunn'd 
Tlie wealthy curled aarlings of our nation, 
Would ever have, to incur a general mock. 
Run from her guardage to the sooty bosom 
Of such a thing as thou—to fear, not to 
delight. 71 

Judge me the world, if ’tis not gross in 
sense 

that thou hast practis’d on her with foul 
charms, 

xAbus’d her delicate youth with drugs or 
minerals 

That weakens motion. I’ll have't disputed 
on ; 75 

'Tis probable, and palpable to thinking, 

I therefore apprehend and do attach thee 
F’or an abuser of the world, a practiser 
Of arts inhibited and out of warrant. 

Lay hold upon him. If he do resist, So 

Subdue him at his peril. 

Olh. Hold your hands, 

Both yon of my inclining and the rest. 
Were it my cue to fight, 1 should have 
known it 

Without a prompter. Where will you that 
1 go 

To answer this your charge ? 

Bra. To prison ; till fit time 

Of law and course of direct session 86 

Call thee to answer. 

Oth. What if 1 do obey ? 

How may the Duke be therewith satisfied, 
Wiiosc messengers arc here about my side, 
Upon some present business of the state, 90 
To bring me to him. 

1 Off. 'Tis true, most worthy signior ; 
The Duke's in council, and your noble self, 
I am sure, is sent for. 

Bra. How ! The Duke in council! 

In this time of the night! Bring him away. 
Mine's not an idle cause. 1 he Duke himself, 
Or any of my brothers of the state, 

Cannot but feel this WTong as 'twere their 
own; 

For if such actions may have passage free, 
Bond-slaves and pagans shall our statesmen 
be. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Venice. A council-chamber. 

Enter Duke and Senators, set at a table 
with lights ; and Attendants. 

Duke. There is no composition in these 
news 

That gives them credit. 

1 Sew. Indeed, they are disproportion’d; 
My letters say a hundred and seven galleys. 
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Duke, And mine a hundred and forty. 

2 Sen, And mine two hundred. 

But though they jump not on a just 
account— 5 

As in these cases, where the aim reports, 
'Tis oft with difference—yet do they all 
confirm 

A Turkish fleet, and bearing up to Cyprus. 

Duke, Nay, it is possible enough to 
judgment. 

I do not so secure me in the error n* 
But the main article 1 do approve 
In fearful sense. 

Sailor, [W’dliini What, ho ! what, ho ! 
what, ho I 

Enter Sailor. 

Officer, A mesectiger from tlie galleys. 

Duke, Now, what’s the business ? 

Sail, The Turkish preparation makes for 
Rhodes ; 

So was 1 bid report here to the state j . 
By Signior Angelo. 

Duke. How say you by this change ? 

1 Sen, Tliis cannot be, 

By no assay of reason. ’Tis a pageant 
To keep us in false gaze. When we consider 
The importancy of Cyprus to the 1 urk, 
And let ourselves again but understand 
That as it more concerns the lurk than 
Rhodes, 

So may he with more facile question bear 
it 

For that it stands not in such warlike brace, 
But altogether lacks th' abilities 
That Rhodes is dress’d in—if we make 
thought of this. 

We must not think the Turk is so unskilful 
To leave that latest which concerns him 
first, 

Neglecting an attempt of case and gain 
To wake and wage a danger profitless. v> 

Duke, Nay, in all confidence, he’s not for 
Rhodes. 

Officer. Here is more news. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. The Ottomites, reverend and 
gracious. 

Steering with due course toward the isle of 
Rhodes, 

Have there injointed them with an after 
fleet. 

1 Sen, Ay, so I thought. How many, as 
you guess ? 

Mess. Of thirty sail; and now they do 
restem 

Their backward course, bearing with frank 
appearance 

Their purposes toward Cyprus, Signior 
Montano, 

Your trusty and most valiant servitor, 40 
With his free duty recommends you thus, i 
And prays you to believe him. j 
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Duke, 'Tis certain, then, for Cyprus. 
Marcus Lucchesc, is not he in town ? 

1 Sen. He's now in Florence. 4S 

Duke. Write from us: wish him post- 
post-haste dispatch. 

Enter Brabantio, Othello, Iaco, 
Rodericio, and Officers. 

1 Sen. Here comes Brabantio and the 
valiant Moor. 

Duke, \ aliant Othello, we must straight 
employ you 

Against the general enemy Ottoman. 

[To BrahantioJ I did not see you ; welcome, 
gentle signior; 

Wc lack’d your counsel and your help to¬ 
night. 

Bra. So did I yours. Good your Grac<‘, 
pardon me: 

Neither my place, nor aught 1 heard of 
business. 

Hath rais’d me from my bed ; nor doth the 
general care 54 

■Jake holtl on me ; for my particular grief 
Is of so flood-gate and o’erbearing nati re 
That it engluts and swallows other sorrows, 
And it is still itself. 

Duke. Why, what’s tl;e matter ? 

Bra, Mv daughter! O, mv daugh.tcr ! 

All, ' Dead ? 

Bra, Ay, to me. 

She is abus’d, stol’n from me, and cor¬ 
rupted, <0 

By spells and medicines bought of moiiutc- 
banks ; 

For nature so preposterously to err, 

Being not deficient, blind, or lame of seme, 
Sans witchcraft could not. 

Duke, Whoe’er he he that in this fcul 
proceeding (>s 

Hath thus beguil’d your daughter of herself. 
And you of her, the bloody bock of law' 
You shall yourself read in the bitter letter 
After your own sense; yea, though our 
proper son 

Stood in your action. 

Bra, Humbly I thank your Grace. 

Here is the man—this Moor whem now*, it 
seems, 71 

Your special mandate for the state affairs 

Hath hither brought. 

All, Wc are very sorry for't. 

Duke. [To Othello] What, in your own 
part, can you say to this ? 

Bra. Nothing, but this is so. 7^ 

Oth. Most potent, grave, and reverend 

signiors, 

My very noble and approv'd good masteis : 
That 1 have ta’cn away this old man’s 
daughter, 

It is most true ; true, 1 have married her— 
The very head and front of my ofl'ending >^0 
Hath this extent, no more. Rude am i in 
my speech. 
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Scene 3 ] 

And little blest with the soft phrase of 
peace; 

For since these arms of mine had seven 
years* pith» 

Till now some nine moons wasted, they 
have us’d 

Their deaiCst action in the tented field ; . 5 
And little of this great world can I speak 
More than pertains to teats of broil and 
battle ; 

And tluTcfore little shall I grace my cause 
In speaking for myself. Yet, by your 
gracious patience, 

I will a round unvarnish’d talc deliver (,.> 
Of my whole course of love—what drugs, 
what charms. 

What conjuration, and what mighty magic, 
For such proceedings am 1 charg’d withal, 
I won his daughter. 

J 3 ira. A maiden never bold. 

Of spirit so still and quiet that her motion 
Blush'd at herself: and she—in spite of 
nature, 

Of years, of country, credit, every thing— 
To fall in love with what she fear’d to look 
on ! 

It is a judgment maim’d and most im¬ 
perfect 

l hat will confess perfection so could err 10.. 
Against all rules of nature, and must be 
driven 

To find out practices of curming hell, 

Why this should he. I therefore vouch 
again 

That with some mixtures powerful o’er the 
blood, H>.} 

Or with some dram conjur'd to this effect. 
He wrought upon her. 

Duke, To vouch this is no proof— 

Without more wider and more overt test 
Than these thin habits and poor likelihoods 
Of modern seeming do prefer against him, 
1 Sen, But, Othello, speak. j. * 

Did you by indirect and forced courses 
Subdue and poison this young maid’s 
affections ? 

Or came it by request, and such fair 
question 

As soul to soul affordeth ? 

Olh, 1 do beseech you. 

Send for the lady to the Sagittary, n'i 
And let her speak of me before her father. 
If you do find me foul in her report, 

The trust, the office, I do hold of you 
Not only take away, but let your sentence 
Even fall upon my life. 

Duke, Fetch Desdemona hither, 

Oth, Ancient, conduct them ; you best 
know the place. 

\Exeunt I ago and Attendants, 
And, till she come, as faithful as to heaven 
1 do confess the vices of my blood, 

So justly :;o your grave ears I’ll present 
How I did thrive in this fair lady's love, 1^5 


And she in mine. 

Duke, Say it, Othello. 

Oth, Her father lov’d me, oft invited me ; 
Still question’d me the story of my life 
From year to year—the battles, sieges, 
fortunes, jyj 

That I have pass’d. 

1 ran it through, even from my boyish days 
I'o th' very moment that he bade me tell it; 
Wherein T spake of most disastrous chances, 
t'f moving accidents by flood and field ; 1^5 
Of hairbreadth scapes i’ th’ imminent 
deadly breach ; 

Of being taken by the insolent foe 
And sold to slavery ; of my redemption 
thence. 

And portance in my travel’s history ; 
Wherein of antres vast and deserts idle, mo 
R ough quarries, rocks, and hills whose 
heads touch heaven, 

It was my hint to speak—such was the 
process ; 

And of the Cannibals that each other cat, 
rhe Anthropophagi, and men witose heads 
Do grow beneath their shoulders. This to 
hear 145 

Would Desdemona seriously incline ; 

But still the house affairs would draw her 
thence ; 

Which ever as she could with haste 
dispatch, 

She’d come ag.'iin, and with a greedy ear 
Devour up my discourse. Which I observ¬ 
ing, I.Vi 

Took once a pliant hour, and found good 
means 

I'o draw from her a prayer of earnest heart 
i liat I would all my pilgrimage dilate, 
Whereof by parcels she had something 
heard. 

But not intentively. I did consent, 155 
And often did beguile her of her tears, 
When I did speak of some distressful stroke 
That my youth suffer’d. My story being 
done, 

Slic gave me for my pains a world of 
sighs ; 

She swore, in faith, Twas strange, Twas 
passing strange; jOo 

'Twas pitiful, ’twas wondrous pitiful. 

She wish'd she had not heard it; yet she 
wish’d 

I’hat heaven had made her such a man. She 
thank’d me; 

.And bade me, if 1 had a friend that lov’d 
her, 

I should but teach him how to tell my 
story, uvs 

And that would woo her. Upon this hint 
I spake; 

She lov’d me for the dangers I had pass’d ; 
And 1 lov’d her that she did pity them. 
This only is the witchcraft 1 have us’d. 
Here comes the lady ; let her witness it. 170 
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Enter Desdemona, I ago, and Attendants. 

Duke* I think this tale would win my 
daughter too. 

Good Brabantio, 

Take up this mangled matter at the best. 
Men do their broken weapons rather use 
Tlian their bare hands. 

tira, I pray you hear her speak. 

If she confess that she was half the wooer. 
Destruction on my head if my bad blame 
Light on the man! Come hither, gentle 
mistress, irs 

Do you perceive in all this noble company 
Where most you owe obedience ? 

Dcs, Mv noble father, 

I do perceive here a divided duty : 

To you i am bound for iib‘ and education ; 
My life and education I)otb do learn me 
liow to respect you ; you are the lord of 
duty— 

1 am hitherto your daughter ; but here's 
my husband, iS' 

And so much duty as my mother show'd 
To you, preferring you before her father, 
So much I challenge that I may profess 
Du’c to the Moor, my lord. 

Bra, Gv>d bu’y. 1 ha done. 

Please it your Grace, on to the state 
affairs— i*;*- 

I had rather to adopt a child than get it. 
Come hither, Moor: 

1 here do give thee that with all iny 
heart 

Which, but thou hast already, with all my 
heart 

1 would keep from thee. For your sake, 
jewel, 19. 

I am glad at soul I have no other child ; 
For thy escape would teac h me tyranny. 
To hang clogs on them. I have done, my 
lord. 

Duke. Let me speak like yourself, and lay 
a sentence 

Which, as a grist* or step, may help these 
lovers 20U 

Into your favour. 

When remedies are past, the griefs are 
ended 

By seeing the worst, which late on hopes 
depended. 

To mourn a mischief that is past and gone 
Is the next way to draw new mischief on. 
What cannot be preserv'd when fortune 
takes, sof> 

Patience her injury a mockery makes. 

The robb’d that smiles steals something 
from the thief; 

He robs himself that spends a bootless 
grief. 

Bra. So let the Turk of Cyprus us beguile: 
We lose it not so long as we can smile. 21 x 
He bears the sentence well thai: nothing 
bears i 


[Act 1 

But the free comfort which from thence he 
hears; 

But he bears both the sentence and the 
sorrow 

That to pay grief must of poor patience 
borrow. 215 

Tliese sentences, to sugar or to gall. 

Being strong on both sides, arc equivocal. 
But words are words ; 1 never yet did hear 
That the bruis'd heart was pierced through 
the ear. 

1 humbly beseech you proceed to th’ af airs 
of state. 2:0 

Duke. The Turk with a most mighty 
preparation makes for Cyprus. Othello, the 
fortitude of the place is best kne wn to >eu ; 
and though we have there a substitute of 
most allowed sufficiency, yet opinion, a 
sovereign mistress ol eifccts, Ihrc ws a more 
safer voice on you. Yen must therefore he 
content to slubber the gloss of your new 
fortunes with this more stubborn and 
boisterous expedition. 

Oth. Ihc tyrant custom, most grave 
senators, 

Hath made the flinty and steel couch of 
war 

My thrice-driven bed of down. 1 do agnize 
A natural and piomj-t aim itv 
I find in hardncsss ; ard w, uid undertake 
This present wars agarn.^l tlic Ott*.mites. 
Most humbly, therefore, bending to your 
state, 2,ir> 

I crave fit disposition for my wife; 

Dt’e reference of place and exhibition ; 
With such accommodation and besort 
As levels with her breeding. 

Duke. If you please, 

Be’t at her father’s. 

Bra. ril not have it so. 240 

Oth. Nor I. 

Des. Nor I. I w^oiild not there reside, 
To put my father in impatient thoughts 
By being in his eye. Mxvst gracious Duke, 
To my unfo'ding lend your prospeicus ear. 
And let me find a charter in your voice 245 
1* assist my simpleness. 

Duke. What would you, Desdemona ? 
Des. That I did love the Moor to live 
with him. 

My downright violence and storm of 
fortunes 

May trumpet to the w’orld. My heart's 
subdu'd 350 

Even to the very quality of my lord : 

I saw Othello’s visage in his mind ; 

And to his honours and his valiant parts 
Did 1 my soul and fortunes consecrate. 

So that, dear lords, if I be left hchind, 255 
A moth of peace, and he go to the war. 

The rites for why 1 10ve him are bereft me, 
And 1 a heavy interim shall support 
By his dear absence. Let me go with him. 
Oth. Let her have your voice, 2O0 
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Scene 3] 

Vouch with me, heaven, 1 therefore beg 
it not 

To please the palate of my appetite; 

Nor to comply with heat—the young affects 
In me defunct—and proper satisfaction : 
But to be free and bounteous to her 
mind. 

And heaven defend your good souls that 
you think 

I will your serious and great business 
scant 

For she is with me. No, when light-wing'd 
toys 

Of feather’d Cupid seel with wanton dull¬ 
ness 

My speculative and offic'd instruments, 
'Ihat my disports corrupt and taint my 
business. 

Let huswives make a skillet of my helm. 
And all indign and base adversities 
M ike head against my estimation I 

Duke, Be it as you shall privately 
determine. 

Either for iier stay or going. Th’ affair cries 
haste, 

And speed must answer it. You must aivay 
to-night. 

Des. 'fo-night, my lord ! 

Duke. This night. 

Olfu With all my heart. 

Duke. At nine i' tli’ morning here w'cTl 
meel again. 

Oihellv), leave some officer behind, .’So 
And he shall our commission bring to 
you ; 

With such things else of quality and respect 
As doth import you. 

OUi. So please your Grace, my ancient; 
A man he is of honesty and trust. 

To Ids conveyance I assign my wife, 2^5 
With what else needful your good Grace 
shall think 
To be sent after me. 

Duke. Let it be so. 

Good night to every one. [To Brahnufto) 
And, noble signior. 

If virtue no delighted beauty lack, 280 
Your son-in-law is far more fair than black. 

1 Sen. Adieu, brave Moor; use Desde- 
mona well. 

Bra. l^ok to her, Moor, if thou hast eyes 
to see: 

She has deceiv'd her father, and may thee, 
[Exeunt Duke, Senators, Officers, c^c. 

0 th. My life upon her faith I—Honest 
lago, 

My Desdemona must I leave to thee, 21)5 
I prithee let thy wife attend on her; 

And bring them after in the best advantage. 
Come, Desdemona, I have but an hour 
Of love, of worldly matter and direction. 
To spend with thee. We must obey the 
time. 3 {)o 

\Exeunt Othello and Desdemona* 


Rod. lago! 

lago. What say'st thou, noble heart ? 
R.jd. What will I do, thinkest thou ? 
lago. Why, go to bed and sleep. 

Rod. I will incontinently drown myscif. 
lago. V ell if thou dost, I shall never Jove 
thee after it. Why, thou silly gentleman I 
Rod. It is silliness to live when to live is 
torment; and then have we a prescription 
to die when death is our physician. 51^* 
lago. O villainous ! 1 ha lock'd upon the 
world for four times seven years ; and since 
I could distinguish betwixt a benefit and 
an injury, 1 never found a man that knew 
how to love himself. Ere I would say 1 
would drown myself for the love of a 
guinea-hen, i would change my humanity 
with a baboon. 

Rod. What should I do ? I confess it is 
my shame to be so fond, but it is not in my 
virtue to amend it. 

lago. Virtue ? A tig I 'Tis in ourselves 
that we arc thus or thus. Our bodies are i ur 
garden:; to ike which cur wills are gar¬ 
deners *, CO that it we will plant nettles or 
sow lettuce, set hyssop and weed up thyme, 
oupply it with one gender of herbs or 
distract it with many, either to have it 
sterile with idleness o mr.nuT'd with in¬ 
dustry—why, the power and corrigible 
authority of this les in our: wihs. If the 
balance of our lives had not one scale of 
reason to poise another of sensuality, the 
blood and baseness of our natures would 
conduct us to most preposterous con¬ 
clusions. But we have reason to cool our 
raging motions, our carnal stings, our un- 
bitted lusts ; whereof I take this that you 
call love to be a sect or scion. 

Rod. It cannot be. 33-2 

lago. It is merely a lust of the blood and 
a permission of the will. Come, be a man. 
Drown thyself ? Drown cats and blind 
puppies! I have profess’d me thy friend, 
and I confese me knit to thy deserving with 
cables of perdurable toughness. I cculd 
never better stead thee than now. Put 
moneys in thy purse ; follow thou the wars ; 
defeat thy favour with an usurp'd beard. 
I say, put money in thy purse. It cannot 
be long that Desdemona should continue 
her love to the Moor—put money in thy 
purse—nor he his to her; it was a violent 
commencement in her, and thou shalt see an 
answerable sequestration—put but money 
in thy purse. These Moors are changeable 
in their wills—fill thy purse with money. 
The food that to him now is as luscious as 
locusts shall be to him shortly as acerl:e as 
the coloquintida. She must change for 
youth; when she is sated wuth his body, she 
will find the error of her choice. Therefore 
put money in thy purse. If thou wilt needs 
damn thyself, do it a more delicate way 
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than drowning:. Make all the money thou 
canst. If sanctimony and a frail vow 
betwixt an erring barbarian and a super- 
subtle Venetian be not too hard for my 
wits and all the tribe of hell, thou shalt 
enjoy her ; therefore make money. A pox 
a drowning thyself! Tis clean out of the 
way. Seek thou rather to be hang’d in 
compassing thy joy than to be drown'd 
and go without her. 

Rod, Wilt thou be fast to my hopes, if 1 
depend on the issue ? 

I ago. Thou art sure of me—go make 
money. I have told thee often, and 1 retell 
thee again and again 1 hate the Moor. 
My cause is hearted : tliine hath no less 
reason. Let us be conjunctive in our 
revenge against him. If thou canst cuckold 
him, thou dost thyself a pleasure, me a 
sport. There are many events in the womb 
of time which will be delivered. Traverse ; 
go; provide thy money. We will have more 
of this to-morrow. Adieu. 

Rod, Where shall we meet i’ th' morning ? 
I ago. At my lodging. 

Rod, ril be with thee betimes. 
lago. Go to; farewell. Do you hear. 
Roderigo ? 

Rod, What say you ? 3?i 

lago. No more of drowning, do you hea: ? 
Rod, I am chang’d. 

lago. Go to; farewell. Put money 
enough in your purse. 

Rod, ril sell all my land, [Exit Roderigo, 
lago. Thus do 1 ever make my fool my 
purse; 

For 1 mine own gain’d knowledge should 
profane 

If I would time expend with such a snipe 
But for my sport and profit. I hate the 
Moor; j.su 

And it is thought abroad that ’twixt my 
sheets 

'Has done my office. I know not if't be 
true; 

Yet I, for mere suspicion in that kind, 

Will do as if for surety. He holds me well; 
The better shall my purpose work on him. 
Cassio’s a proper man. Let me see now : 

To get his place, and to plume up my will 
In double knavery. How, how ? Let’s see : 
After some time to abuse Othello’s ear 
That he is too familiar with his wife. 

He hath a person and a smooth dispose 
To be suspected—fram’d to make women 
false. 

The Moor is of a free and open nature 
That thinks men honest that but seem to 
be so ; 

And will as tenderly be led by th' nose 395 
As asses are. 

I ha’t—it is engender'd. Hell and night 
Must bring this monstrous birth to the 
world's light. [£xif. 


ACT TWO 

Scene 1. Cyprus. A sea-port. 

Enter Montano, Governor of Cyprus, with 
two other Gentlemen. 

Mon. What from the cape can you 
discern at sea ? 

1 Gent, Nothing at all; it is a high- 

wrought flood. 

I cannot 'twixt the heaven and the main 
Descry a sail. 

Mon. Methinks the wind hath spoke 
aloud at land ; 3 

A fuller blast ne’er shook our battlements. 
!f it ha niffian’d so upon the sea, 

What ribs of oak, when mountains melt on 
them. 

Can hold the mortise ? What shall we hear 
of this ? u 

2 Gent. A segregation of the Turkish fleet. 
For do but stand upon the banning shore, 
The chidden billow seems to pelt the 

clouds ; 

The w’ind-shak'd surge, with high and 
monstrous mane, 

Seems to cast water on the burning Bear, 
And quench the guards of th’ ever-fired 
pole. js 

1 never did like molestation view 
On the enchafed flood. 

Mon. If that the Turkish fleet 

Be not enshelter’d and embay'd, they are 
drown’d : 

It is impossible they bear it out. 

Enter a third Gentleman. 

3 Gent. News, lads ! Your wars are done. 
The desperate tempest hath so bang’d the 

Turk 21 

That their dcsignment halts. A noble ship 
of Venice 

Hath seen a grievous wreck and sufferance 
On most part of their fleet. 

Mon. How ! Is this true ? 

3 Gent. The ship is here put in, 

A Veronesa ; Michael Cassio, 20 

Lieutenant to the warlike Moor Othello, 

Is come ashore : the Moor himself at sea, 
And is in full commission here for Cyprus. 
Mon. I am glad on’t; 'tis a worthy 
governor. 30 

3 Gent. But this same Cassio, though he 
speak of comfort 

Touching the Turkish loss, yet he looks 
sadly 

And prays the Moor be safe ; for they were 
parted 

With foul and violent tempest. 

Mon. Pray heaven he be ; 

For I have serv'd him, and the man 
commands 3, 

Like a full soldier. Let's to the sea-side, ho 1 
As w^ell to see the vessel that's come in 
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Scene 1] 

As to throw out our eyes for brave Othello, 
Even till we make the main and th‘ aerial 
blue 

An indistinct regard* 

3 Gent. Come, let’s do so ; 4^ 

For every minute is expectancy 
Of more arrivance* 

Enter Cassio. 

Cas. Thanks you, the valiant of this war¬ 
like isle, 

That so approve the Moor. O, let the 
heavens 

Give him defence against their elements, i 
For 1 have lost him on a dangerous sea ! 

Mon. Is he well shipp’d ? 

Cas. His bark is stoutly timber’d, and his 
pilot 

Of very expert and approv’d allowance ; 
Therefore my hopes, not surfeited to death. 
Stand in bold cure. 

[Within: A sail, a sail, a sail! 

Enter a Messenger. 

Cas. What noise ? 

Mess. The town is empty ; on the brow 
o’ th’ sea 

Stand ranks of people, and they cry ‘ A 
sail! ' 

Cas. My hopes do shape him for the 
Governor. [A shot, 

2 Gent. They do discharge the shot of 
courtesy: y) 

Our friend at least. 

Cas. I pray you, sir, go forth, 

And give us truth who ’tis that is arriv’d. 

2 Gent. I shall. [Exii. 

Mon. But, good Lieutenant, is your 
general wiv'd ? t-n 

Cas. Most fortunately ; he hath achiev’d 
a maid 

That paragons description and wild fame; 
One that excels the quirks of blazoning 
pens, 

And in th' essential vesture of creation 
Does tire the ingener. 

Re-enter second Gentleman. 

Now, who has put in ? 

2 Gent. Tis one lago, ancient to the 
General. 

Cas. 'Has had most favourable and 
happy speed. 

Tempests themselves, high seas, and howl¬ 
ing winds, 

The gutter'd rocks, and congregated sands, 
Traitors ensteep’d to enclog the guiltless 
5 keel, 

i As having sense of beauty, do omit 71 
i Their mortal natures, letting go safely by 
\ The divine Desdemona. 

Mon. What is she ? 

Cas. She that I spake of—our great 
Captain’s Captain, 


Left in the conduct of the bold lago ; 75 

Whose footing here anticipates our thoughts 
A se’nnight's speed. Great Jove, Othello 
guard. 

And swTil his sail with thine own poweiful 
breath, 

That he may bless this bay with his tall 
ship. 

Make love’s quick pants in Desdemona’s 
arms, 8u 

Give renew’d fire to our extincted spirits. 
And bring all Cyprus comfort! 

Enter Desdemona, Iago, Emilia, Rode- 
RiGO, and Attendants. 

O, behold, 

The riches of the ship is come ashore ! 

Ye men of Cyprus, let her have your knees. 
Hail to thee, lady ! and the grace of 
heaven, 

Before, behind thee, and on every hand, 
Enwheel thee round ! 

Des. 1 thank you, valiant Cassio. 

What tidings can you tell me of my lord ? 
Cas. He is not yet arriv'd ; nor know 1 
aught S(, 

But that he’s well, and will be shortly here. 
Des. O, but I fear I How lost you 
company ? 

Cas. I he great contention of the sea and 
skies 

Parted our fellowship. 

[Wdhin; A sail, a sail! 
But hark—‘ A sail! ’ [A shot. 
2 Gcnf. They give their greeting to the 
citadel: 

This likewise is a friend. 

Cas. So speaks this voice. 

Sec for the news. [Exit Gentleman. 

Good ancient, you are welcome. [To 
Emilia] Welcome, mistress. 90 
Let it not gall your patience, good lago. 
That 1 extend my manners; ’tis my 
breeding 

That gives me this bold show of courtesy. 

[Kissing her. 

lago. Sir, would she give you so much of 
her lips too 

As of her tongue she oft bestows on me. 
You’d have enough. 

Des. Alas, she has no speech I 
iago. I know too much 

I find it aye when I ha list to sleep. 

Marry, before your ladyship, I grant, 105 
She puts her tongue a little in her heart 
And chides with thinking. 

Emil. You ha little cause to say so. 
lago. Come on, come on; you are 
pictures out a-doors, bells in your parlours, 
wildcats in your kitchens, saints in your 
injuries, devils being oflended, players in 
your huswifery, and huswives in your beds. 
Des. O, fie upon thee, slanderer I 
Iago. Nay, it is true, or else I am a Turk : 
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You rise to play, and go to bed to work. 115 
EmiL You shall not write my praise. 

I ago* No, let me not. 

Des* What wouldst write of me if thou 
shouldst praise me ? 

lago. O gentle lady, do not put me to*t; 
For 1 am nothing if not critical. 

Des. Come on, assay.—Tlicre’s one gone 
to the harbour ? 1.0 

lago* Ay, madam. 

Des. I am not merry ; but I do beguile 
The thing I am by seeming otherwise. 
Come, how wouldst thou praise me ? 124 

lago. 1 am about it; but, indeed, my 
invention comes from my pate as birdlime 
does from frieze—it plucks out brains and 
all. But my Muse labours, and thus she is 
deliver’d : 

If she be fair and wise—fairness and wit. 
The one's for use, the other useth it. j,v> 
Des* Well prais’d. How if she be black 
and witty ? 

lago. It' she be black, and thereto have 
a wit, 

She’ll find a white that shall her blackness 
hit. 

Des. Worse and worse 1 
Emil. How if fair and foolish ? i 

lago. She never yet was foolish that was 
fair ; 

For even her folly help’d her to an heir, 
Des. These are old fond paradoxes to 
make fools laugh i* th’ alehouse. What 
miserable praise hast thou for her that’s 
foul and foolish ? i tc 

lago. There’s none so foul, and foolish 
thereunto, 

But does foul pranks which fair and wise 
ones do. 

Des. O heavy ignorance I that praises 
the w'orst best. But what praise couldst 
thou bestow on a deserving woman indeed 
—one that, in the authority of her merits, 
did justly put on the vouch of very malice 
itself ? j i0 

lago. She that was ever fair, and never 
proud ; 

Had tongue at will, and yet was never loud; 
Never lack’d gold, and yet went never 
gay ; 

Fled from her wish, and yet said ‘ Now I 
may ’; 130 

She that, being ang’red, her revenge being 
nigh, 

Bade her wTong stay and her displeasure 
fly; 

She that in wisdom never was so frail 
To change the cod's head for the salmon's 
tail; 

She that could think, and ne’er disclose her 
mind; 155 

See suitors following, and not look behind : 
She was a wight, if ever such wight were— 
Des. To do what ? 
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[Act 2 

lago. To suckle fools and chronicle small 
beer. 15*^ 

Des. O most lame and impotent con¬ 
clusion ! Do not learn of him, Emilia, 
though he be thy husband. How say you, 
Cassio ? Is he not a most profane and 
liberal counsellor ? 

Cas. He speaks home, madam. You may 
relish him more in the soldier than in the 
scholar. 1(^5 

lago. [Aside] He takes her by the palm. 
Ay, w'eil said, whisper. With as little a 
web as this will 1 ensnare as great a tly as 
Cassio. Ay, smile upon her, do; 1 will 
^yve thee in thine own courtship. You say 
true; 'tis so, indeed. If such tricks as 
these strip you out of your lieiitenantry, it 
uad been better you had not kiss’d your 
three fingers so oft, which now again you 
are most apt to play the sir in. Very good ; 
well kissed I ar.d excellent coiiriesy \ 'Tis 
so, indeed. Yet again your fingers to your 
lips ? Would they wx*re clyster-pipes for 
your sake I | Trumpet within. 

The Moor 1 I know his trumpet. 

Cas. 'lis truly so. 

Des. Let’s meet him, and receive him. 
Cas. Lo, where he comes ! 

Enter Othhllo and Attendants. 

0th. O my fair warrior 1 
Des. ^fy dear Othello ! jso 

0th. It gives me wonder great as my 
content 

To see you here before me. O my soul's joy ! 
If after every tempest come such calms, 
May the winds blow till they have waken’d 
death, 

And let the labouring bark climb hills of 
seas 1H5 

Olympus-high and duck again as low 
As hell’s from heaven. If it were now to die, 
Twere now to be most happy ; for I fear 
My soul hath her content so absolute 
That not another comfort like to this 190 
Succeeds in unknown fate. 

Des. The heavens forbid 

But that our loves and comforts should 
increase 

Even as our days do grow ! 

Oih. Amen to that, sw^eet powers ! 

1 cannot speak enough of this content; 

It slops me here ; it is too much of joy. T1.5 
And this, and this, the greatest discords be 

\They kiss. 

That e’er our hearts shall make I 

lago. lA.sidel O, you are well tun’d now’ I 
But I’ll set down the pegs that make this 
music. 

As honest as 1 am. 

Olh. Come, let us to the castle. 

News, friends : our wars are done; the 
Turks are drown’d. 20(» 

^ow do our old acquaintance of the isle ? 
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Scene 1] 


Honey, you shall be well desir'd in Cyprus ; 
I have found great love amongst them, O 
my sweet, 

I prattle out of fashion, and I dote 
In mine own comforts. I prithee, good 
lago, 203 

Go to the bay, and disembark my coffers; 
Bring thou the Master to the Citadel; 

He is a good one, and his worthiness 
Does challenge much respect. Come, 
Desdemona, 

Once more well met at Cyprus. ^ro 

lEveiiuf all but la^o and Roderigo, 
lago, I To one /cai'ing] Do thou 
meet me presentiy at the Iiarbour. [To 
Roderigo] Come hither. If thou be'st 
valiaiu—as they say base men being in 
love have then a nobility in their natures 
more than is native to them—list me. The 
Lieutenant to-night watches on the court 
of guard. First, I must tell thee this : 
Djsdcmona is directly in love with him, 216 
Rod, With him I Why, 'tis not possible. 
lago. Lay thy finger thus, and let thy 
so il be instructed. Mark me with what 
vi,dencc she first lov'd the Moor, but for 
bragging and telling her fantastical lies. 
To love him still for prating ?—lei 
not thy discreet heart think it. Her eye 
must be fed; and what delight shall she 
have to look on the devil ? When the 
blood is made dull with the act of sport, 
there should be—again to inflame it, an« 
to give satiety a fresh appetite—loveliness 
in favour, sympathy in years, manners, 
and beauties—all which the Moor is 
defective in. Now for want of these 
requir’d conveniences, her delicate tender¬ 
ness will find itself abus’d, begin to heave 
the gorge, disrelish and abhor the Moor; 
very nature will instruct her in it, and 
compel her to some second choice. Now% 
sir, this granted—as it is a most pregnant 
and unforc'd position—who stands so 
eminent in the degree of this fortune as 
Cassio does ? A knave very voluble; no 
further conscionable than in putting on the 
mere form of civil and humane seeming, 
for the better compassing of his salt and 
most hidden loose affection ? Why, none ; 
why, none, A slipper and subtle knave; 
a finder-out of occasion ; that has an eye 
can stamp and counterfeit advantages, 
though true advantage never present itself ; 
a devilish knave! Besides, the knave is 
handsome, young, and hath all those 
requisites in him that folly and green minds 
look after ; a pestilent complete knave, and 
the woman hath found him already. 2,14 

Rod. I cannot believe that in her ; she’s 
full of most blest condition. 

lago. Blest fig's end I The wine she 
drinks is made of grapes. If she had been 
blest, she would never have lov’d the 


Moor, Blest pudding ! Didst thou not see 
her paddle witn the palm of his hand ? 
Didst not mark that ? 

Rod. Yes, that 1 did; but that was but 
courtesy. 231 

lago. Lechery, by this hand ; an index 
and obscure prologue to the history of lust 
and foul thoughts. They met so near with 
their lips that their breaths embrac'd to¬ 
gether. Villainous thoughts, Roderigo! 
\Vhen these mutualities so marshal the 
way, hard at hand comes the master and 
main exercise, th' incorporate conclusion. 
Pish ! But, sir, be you rul’d by me; I 
have brought you from Venice. Watch 
you to-night; for your command, I'll lay’t 
upon you. Cassio knows you not; I’ll not 
i)C far from you. Do you find some occasion 
to anger Cassio, either by speaking too 
loud, or tainting his discipline, or from 
what other course you please, which the 
time shall more favourably minister. 

Rod. Well. ' 263 

lago. Sir, he’s rash, and very sudden in 
choler, and haply with his truncheon may 
strike at you ; provoke him that he may ; 
for even out of that will 1 cause these of 
Cyprus to mutiny, whose qualification shall 
come into no true taste a ain but by the 
displanting of Cassio. So sliall you have a 
shorter journey to your desires by the 
means I shall then have to prefer them ; 
and the impediment most profitably 
remov’d, without the which there were no 
expectation of our prosperity. 274 

Rod. I will do this, if you can bring it to 
any opportunity. 

lago. I warrant thee. Meet me by and 
by at the citadel. I must fetch his 
njcessaries ashore. Farewell. 

Rod. Adieu. [Exit, 

lago. I'hat Cassio loves her, I do well 
believe it; 2so 

That she loves him, 'tis apt and of great 
credit. 

The Moor, howbeit that I endure him not. 
Is of a constant, loving, noble nature ; 

And I dare think lie’ll prove to Desdemona 
A most dear husband. Now’ I do love her 
too; 2S5 

Not out of absolute lust, though per- 
adventure 

I stand accountant for as great a sin. 

But partly led to diet my revenge, 

For that I do suspect the lustful Moor 
Hath leap’d into my seat; the thought 
whereof 200 

Doth like a poisonous mineral gnaw my 
inwards; 

And nothing can nor shall content my 
soul 

Till I am even'd with him, wife for wife ; 
Or failing so, yet that I put the Moor 
At least into a jealousy so strong 203 
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That judgment cannot cure. Which thing 
to do. 

If this poor trash of Venice, whom I trash 
For his quick hunting, stand the putting on, 
ril have our Michael Cassio on the hip. 
Abuse him to the Moor in the rank garb— 
For I fear Cassio with my night-cap too ; 
Make the Moor thank me, love me, and 
reward me, 

For making him egregiously an ass, 

And practising upon his peace and quiet 
Even to madness. 'Tis here, but yet 
confus’d: 

Knavery’s plain face is never seen till us’d. 

Scene II. Cyprus. A street. 

Enter Olhdlo's Herald with a proclamation ; 
People follou^ing. 

Her. It is Othello’s pleasure, our noble 
and valiant general, that, upon certain 
tidings now arriv’d, importing the mere 
perdition of the Turkish fleet, every man 
put himself into triumph ; some to dance, 
some to make bonfires, each man to what 
sport and revels his addiction leads him ; 
fv)r, besides these beneficial news, it is the 
celebration of hi> nuptial. So much was his 
pleasure sliould be proclaimed. All offices 
are open ; and there is full liberty of 
feasting from this present hour of five till 
the bell have told eleven. Heaven bless the 
isle of Cyprus and our noble general 
Othello! [Exeunt. 

Scene III Cyprus. The citadel. 

Enter Othello, Desdemona, Cassio, and 
Attendants. 

Otk. Good Michael, look you to the guard 
to-night. 

Let’s teach ourselves that honourable stop, 
Not to outsport discretion. 

Cas. lago hath direction what to do ; 
But, notwithstanding, with my personal 
eye s 

Will I look to't. 

Olh. lago is most honest. 

Michael, good night. To-morrow' with your 
earliest 

Let me have speech with you. [To Desde¬ 
mona] Come, my dear love. 

The purchase made, the fruits are to ensue ; 
That profit’s yet to come twixt me and 
you.— i» 

Good night, [Exeunt Othello, Desdemona, 
and Attendants. 

Enter I ago. 

Cas. Welcome, lago; we must to the 
watch. 

lago. Not this hour. Lieutenant; 'tis not 
yet ten a clock. Our general cast us 
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[Act 2 

thus early for the love of his Desdemona ; 
who let us not therefore blame. He hath 
not yet made wanton the night with her; 
and she is sport for Jove. 17 

Cas. She is a most exquisite lady. 
lago. And, I'll warrant her, full of game. 
Cas. Indeed, she is a most fresh and 
delicate creature. 

lago. What an eye she has ! Methinks it 
sounds a parley to provocation, 

Cas. An inviting eye ; and yet methii ks 
right modest. 

lago. And when she speaks, is it not an 
alarm to love ? 

Cas. She is indeed perfection. 
lago. Well, happiness to their sheets I 
Come, Lieutenant, I have a stoup of wine ; 
and here without are a brace of Cyprus 
gallants that would fain have a measure 
to the health of the black Othello. 

Cas. Not to-night, good lago. 1 ha\ e 
very poor and unhappy brains for drinking ; 
I could well wish courtesy would invent 
some other custom of entertainment. 

lago. O, they are our friends—but one 
cup ; I’ll drink for you. 

Cas. 1 have drunk but one cup to-night, 
and that was craftily qualified too, and 
behold what innovation it makes here. 1 
am unfortunate in the infirmity, and dare 
not task my weakness with any more. 

lago. What, man ! 'Tis a night of revels. 
The gallants desire it. 40 

Cas. Where are they ? 
lago. Here at the door ; I pray you call 
them in. 

Cas. I’ll do't; but it diHikes me. [Exit, 
lago. If 1 can fasten but one cup upon 
him. 

With that which he hath drunk to-night 
already, 45 

He'll be as full of quarrel and offence 
As my young mistress' dog. Now my sick 
fool Roderigo, 

Whom love hath turn'd almost the wrong 
side outward, 

To Desdemona hath to-night carous'd 40 
Potations pottle deep ; and he's to watch. 
Three else of Cyprus—noble swelling 
spirits, 

That hold their honours in a wary distance, 
The very elements of this w'arlikc isle— 
Have 1 to-night fluster’d with flowing cups, 
And they watch too. Now, 'mongst this 
flock of drunkards 

Am I to put our Cassio in some action 
That may offend the isle—but here they 
come. 

Re-enter Cassio with Montano, and Gentle¬ 
men, followed by Servant with wine. 

If consequence do but approve my dream, 
My boat sails freely, both with wind and 
stream. 



Scene 3] 

Cas. Fore God, they have given me a 
rouse already. 

Mon, Good faith, a little one; not past a 
pint, as 1 am a soldier. 
lago. Some wine, ho ! 

[Sings] And let me the canakin clink, clink; 

And let me the canakin clink. 6; 

A soldier's a man ; 

O, man’s life’s but a span ; 

Why, then, let a soldier drink— 
Some wine, boys. 

Cas. Fore God, an excellent song ! 7^ 

lago. I learn'd it in England, where in¬ 
deed they are most potent in potting : your 
Dane, your German, and your swag-bellied 
Hollander—Drink, ho !—are nothing to 
your English. 74 

Cas. Is your Englishman so expert in his 
drinking ? 

lago. Why, he drinks you with facility 
your Dane dead drunk ; he sweats not to 
overthrow your Almain; he gives your 
Hollander a vomit ere the next pottle can 
be fill’d. 

Cas. To the health of our General! 70 

Mon. I am for it. Lieutenant; and I’ll do 
you justice. 

lago, O sweet England ! (Sings. 

King Stephen was and a worthy peer, 
His breeches cost him but a crown ; 
He held ’em sixpence all too dear. 

With that he call’d the tailor lown. 85 
He was a wdght of high renown. 

And thou art but of low degree. 

’Tis pride that pulls the country down; 
Then take thy auld cloak about thee— 
Some wine, ho ! 90 

Cas, Fore God, this is a more exquisite 
song than the other. 

lago. Will you hear’t again ? 

Cas. No ; for 1 hold him to be unworthy 
of his place that does those things. Well, 
God's above all; and there be souls must 
be saved, and there be souls must not be 
saved. 90 

lago. It's true, good Lieutenant. 

Cas. For mine own part—no offence to 
the General, nor any man of quality— 1 
hope to be saved. 

lago. And so do I too, Lieutenant. 100 
Cas. Ay, but, by your leave, not before 
me; the Lieutenant is to be saved before 
the Ancient. Let’s have no more of this ; 
let’s to our affairs. God forgive us our sins. 
Gentlemen, let’s look to our business. Do 
not think, gentlemen, 1 am drunk. This is 
my ancient; this is my right hand, and this 
is my left hand. I am not drunk now; lean 
stand well enough, and I speak well enough. 
All. Excellent well. los 

Cas. Why. very well, then. You must 
not think, then, that 1 am drunk. [Exit. 

Mon. To the platform, masters; come, 
let’s set the watch. 
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lago. You see this fellow that is gone 
before: 

He is a soldier fit to stand by Caesar 
And give direction; and do but see his 
vice; 115 

'Tis to his virtue a just equinox. 

The one as long as th' other. 'Tis pity of 
him. 

I fear the trust Othello puts him in. 

On some odd time of his infirmity, no 
Will shake this island. 

Mo«. But is he often thus ? 

lago, 'Tis evermore the prologue to his 
sleep : 

He’ll watch the horologe a double set, 

If drink rock not his cradle. 

Mon. It were well 

The General were put in mind of it. i2\ 
Perhaps he sees it not, or his good nature 
Prizes the virtue that appears in Cassio, 
And looks not on his evils. Is not this true ? 

Enter Roderigo. 

lago. [Aside to him] How, now, Roderigo! 
I pray you, after the Lieutenant; go. 

{Exit Roderigo. 
Mon. And 'tis great pity that the noble 
Moor 1 .^o 

Should hazard such a place as his own 
second 

With one of an ingraft infirmity : 

It were an honest action to say 
So to the Moor. 

lago. Not I, for this fair island ; 

I do love Cassio well; and would do 
much 135 

To cure him of this evil. 

[Within; Help, help I 
But hark, what noise ? 

Re-enter Cassio, driving in Roderigo. 

Cas. Zounds, you rogue, you rascal I 
Mon. What’s the matter, Lieutenant ? 
Cas. A knave teach me my duty ! But I’ll 
beat the knave into a twiggen bottle. 

Rod. Beat me ! 141 

Cas. Dost thou prate, rogue ? 

[Strikes him. 

Mon. Nay, good Lieutenant; I pray you, 
sir, hold your hand. 

Cas. Let me go, sir, or I’ll knock you 
o’er the mazard. 146 

Mon. Come, come, you’re drunk. 

Cas. Drunk ! [They fight, 

lago. [Aside to Roderigo] Away, 1 say ! 
Go out and cry a mutiny. [Exit Roderigo. 
Nay, good Lieutenant. God’s will, gentle¬ 
men ! 150 

Help, ho !—Lieutenant—sir—Montano— 
sir— 

Help, masters I Here's a goodly watch 
indeed I [A bell tung. 

Who’s that which rings the bell ? Diablo, 
ho! 
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The town will rise. God's will, Lieutenant, 
hold. iM 

You'll be a .ham’d for ever. 

Re-enter Othello and Gentlemen, with 
weapotis. 

0th, What is the matter here ? 

Mon, Z ounds, I bleed still; 1 am hurt to 
the death—He dies. 

Oih. Hold, for your lives ! 

lago. Hold, ho ! l ieutenant—sir— 
iVlontano—gentlemen— 

Have you forgot all sense of place and duty? 
Hold ! The General speaks to you ; hold, 
hold, for shame ! j«»<> 

Olh. Why, how now, ho ! From whence 
ariseth this ? 

Are we turn'd Turks, and to ourselves do 
that 

Which Heaven hath forbid the Ottomites ? 
For Christian shame, put by this barbarous 
brawl. riM 

Me that stirs next to carve for his own rage 
Holds his soul light: he dies upon his 
motion. 

Silence that dreadful bell; it frights the 
isle 

From her propriety. What’s the matter, 
masters ? 

Honest lago, that looks dead with grieving. 
Speak. Wno began this ? On thy love, 1 
charge thee. 

lago, I do not know. Friends all but 
now, even now. 

In quarter, and in terms, like bride and 
groom 

Divesting them for bed ; and then, but 
now. 

As If som^ planet had unwitted men. 
Swords out, and tilting one at other's 
breast i,s 

In opposition bloody. I cannot speak 
Any beginning to this peevish odds; 

And would in action glorious I had lost 
Ihese legs that brought me to a part of it! 

Oih. How comes it, Michael, you are thus 
forgot ? j.su 

Cas. I pray you, pardon me; I cannot 
speak. 

Oih, Worthy Montano, you were wont 
be civil; 

The gravity and stillness of your youth 
The world hath noted, and your name is 
great 

In mouths of wisest censure—what’s the 
matter 183 

That you unlace your reputation thus. 

And spend your rich opinion for the name 
Of a night-brawler ? Give me answer to't. 

Mon. Worthy Othello, 1 am hurt to 
danger; 

Your officer lago can inform you, u)o 
WniJe I spare speech, which something now I 
offends me. i 
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[Act 2 

Of all that I do know ; nor know I aught 
By me that's said or done amiss this night, 
Unless self-charity be sometimes a vice. 
And to defend ourselves it be a sin 195 
When violence assails us. 

Olh, Now, by heaven, 

My blood begins my safer guides to rule ; 
And passion, having my best judgment 
collied. 

Assays to lead the way. Zounds if I stir 
Or do but lift this arm, the best of you voo 
Shall sink in my rebuke. Give me to know 
How this foul rout began, who set it on ; 
And he that is approv’d in this oflence, 
Though he had twinii’d with mo, both at 
a birth. 

Shall lose me. What! in a town of war, i 
Yet wild, the people’s hearts brim full of 
fear. 

To manage private and domestic quarrel. 
In night, and on the court and guard of 
safety 1 

'Tis monstrous. lago, who began't ? 

Moil. If partially affiii’d, or leagu'd in 
office, *10 

Thou dost deliver more or less than truth, 
Thou art no soldier. 

lago. Touch me not so near ; 

I had rather ha this tongue cut from my 
mouth 

Than it should do offence to Michael 
Cassio; 

Yet, 1 persuade myself, to speak the truth 
Shall nothing wrong him. Tl.ii it is, 
General. 

Montano and myself being in speech. 

There comes a fellow crying out for help, 
And Cassio following him with determin’d 
sword 2:9 

To execute upon him. Sir, this gentleman 
Steps in to Cassio and entreats his pause ; 
Myself the crying fellow did pursue. 

Lest by his clamour, as it so fell out. 

The town might fall in fright; he, swift 
of foot, 

Outran my purpose, and I return’d the 
rather ;?2.s 

For that I heard the clink and fall of 
swords, 

And Cassio high in oath ; which till to¬ 
night 

I ne'er might see before. When I came 
back, 

For this was brief, I found them close 
together 

At blow and thrust, even as again they 
were 2jo 

When you yourself did part them. 

More of this matter can I not report; 

But men are men; the best sometimes 
forget. 

Though Cassio did some little wrong to him, 
As men in rage strike those that wish them 
best. 235 
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Yet surely Cassio, 1 believe, receiv’d 
From him that fled some strange indignity 
Which patience could not pass. 

Oth, 1 know, lago, 

Thy honesty and love doth mince this 
matter, 

Making it light to Cassio. Cassio, I love 
thee; a.jo 

But never more be officer of mine. 

Re-enter Dlisdemona, attended. 

Look if my gentle love be not rais’d up. 

I’ll make thee an example. 

Djs. What is th? matter, dear ? 

Oik. All's well now, sweeting ; 

Come away to beJ. [ 7 o Montano] Sir, for 
your hurts, .?4 

Myself will be your surgeon. Lead him oft'. 

[Montano is led off. 
lago, look with care about the town, 

And silence those whom this vile brawl 
distracted. 

Come, Desiem^na ; ’tis the soldiers* life 
To have their balmy slumbers wak’d with 
strife. 

[Exeunf all but I ago and Cassio. 
lago. What, are you hurt. Lieutenant : 
C.'is*. Ay, past all surgery- 
la?;. Marry, God forbid I 
Cas. Reputation, reputation, reputation ! 
O, 1 have lost my reputation ! I have lost 
the immortal part of myself, and whai 
remains is bestial. My reputation, lago, my 
reputation! ^57 

lago. As I am an honest man,! had thought 
you had receiv’d some bodily wound ; there 
is more sense in that than in reputation. 
Reputation is an idle and most false im¬ 
position ; oft got without merit, and lost 
without deserving. You have lost no 
reputation at all, unless you repute yourself 
such a loser. What, man ! there arc more 
ways to recover tiie General again; you are 
but now cast in his mood, a punishment 
more in policy than in malice; even so 
as one would beat his offenceless dog to 
affright an imperious lion. Sue to him 
again, and he's yours. if»7 

Cas. 1 will rather sue to be despis’d than 
to deceive so good a commander with so 
slight, so drunken, and so indiscreet an 
officer. Drunk ! And speak parrot I And 
squabble, swagger, swear! And discour.se 
fustian with one’s own shadow ! O thou 
invisible spirit of wine, if thou hast no 
name to be known by, let us call thee devil! 

lago. What was he that you follow’d 
with your sword ? What had he done to 
you ? J!7h 

Cas. I know not. 
lago. Is’t possible ? 

Cas. 1 remember a mass of things, but 
nothing distinctly ; a quarrel, but nothing 
wherefore. O God, that men should put an 


enemy in their mouths to steal away their 
brains! 7 'hat we should with joy, pleas- 
ance, revel and applause, transform our¬ 
selves into beasts ! 

lago. Why, but you are now well enough. 
How come you thus recovered ? 2.S5 

Cas. It hath pleas’d the devil drunken¬ 
ness to give place to the devil wrath. One 
unperfectness shows me another, to make 
me frankly despise myself. 

lago. Come, you arc too severe a moraller. 
As the time, the place, and the conaition 
of this country .stands, I could heartily 
wish this had not so befall'n ; but since it 
is as it is. mend it for your own good. 

Cas. 1 will ask him for my place again : 
he shall tell me I am a drunkard. Had 1 as 
many mouths as Hydra, such an answer 
would stop them all. To be now a sen.sible 
man, by and by a fool, and presently a 
beast! O strange ! Every inordinate cup 
is unblest, and the ingrediei cc is a devil. 

lago. Come, come, good wine is a good 
familiar creature if it be well us’d ; exclaim 
no more against it. And, good Lieutenant, 
I think you think 1 love you. 301 

Cas. I have well approv’d it, sir. I 
drunk! 

lago. You or any man living may be 
drunk at a time, man. I’ll tell you what 
you shall do. Our General’s wife is now 
the General—I may say so in this respect, 
for that he hath devoted and given up 
himself to the contemplation, mark, and 
denotement, of her parts and graces— 
confess yourself freely to her ; importune 
her help to put you in your place again : 
she is of so free, so kind, so apt, so blessed 
a disposition, she holds it a vice in her 
goodness not to do more than she is 
requested. This broken joint between you 
and her husband entreat her to splinter; 
and, my fortunes against any lay worth 
naming, this crack of your love shall grow' 
stronger than it was before. 315 

Cas. You advise me well. 
lago. 1 protest, in the sincerity of love 
and honest kindness. 

Cas. I think it freely ; and betimes in the 
morning 1 will beseech the virtuous 
Desdemona to undertake for me. I am 
desperate of my fortunes if they check me 
here. 

lago. You are in the right. Good night, 
Lieutenant; I must to the watch. 

Cas. Good night, honest lago. [Exit, 
lago. And what’s he, then, that says I 
play the villain ? 3-3 

When this advice is free I give and honest, 
Probal to thinking, and indeed the course 
To win the Moor again ? For 'tis most easy 
The inclining Desdemona to subdue 3-:9 
In any honest suit: she’s fram’d as fruitful 
As the free elements. And then for her 
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To win the Moor—were't to renounce his 
baptism, 

All seals and symbols of redeemed sin— 
His soul is so enfetter'd to her love 
That she may make, unmake, do what she 

list, 335 

Even as her appetite shall play the god 
With his weak function. How am I, then, 
a villain 

To counsel Cassio to this parallel course. 
Directly to his good ? Divinity of hell! 
When devils will their blackest sins put on, 
They do suggest at first with heavenly 

shows, 341 

As I do now ; for whiles this honest fool 
Plies Desdemona to repair his fortunes. 
And she for him pleads strongly to the 
Moor, 

ril pour this pestilence into his ear— 31s 

That she repeals him for her body’s lust; 
And by how much she strives to do him 
good 

She shall undo her credit with the Moor. 

So will I turn her virtue into pitch ; 34‘; 

And out of her own goodness make the net 
That shall enmesh them all. 

Entei Roderigo. 

How' now, Roderigo 1 
Rod. I do follow here in the chase, not 
like a hound that hunts, but one that fills 
up the cry. My money is almost spent; 
1 have been to-night exceedingly well 
cudgeU'd ; and I think the issue will be— 
I shall have so much experience for my 
pains as that comes to; and so, with no 
money at all, and a little more wit, return 
again to Venice. 357 

I ago. How poor are they that have not 
patience! 

What wound did ever heal but by degrees ? 
Thou know'st we work by wit, and not by 
witchcraft; 300 

And wit depends on dilatory time. 

Does’t not go well ? Cassio hath beaten 
thee, 

And thou, by that small hurt, hast cashier’d 
Cassio. 

Though other things grow' fair against the 
sun, 

Yet fruits that blossom first will first be 
ripe. 3^5 

Content thyself awhile. By th’ mass, *tis 
morning! 

Pleasure and action make the hours seem 
short. 

Retire thee ; go where thou art billeted. 
Away, I say ; thou shalt know more here¬ 
after. 

Nay, get thee gone. [Exif Roderigo. 

Two things are to be done: 
My wife must move for Cassio to her 
mistress; 371 

1*11 set her on ; 
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Myself a while to draw the Moor apart 
And bring him jump when he may Cassio 
find 

Soliciting his wife. Ay, that*s the way ; 375 
Dull not device by coldness and delay. 

[Exit. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Cyprus, Before the ciladel. 
Enter Cassio, with Musicians. 

Cas. Masters, play here; 1 will content 
your pains. 

Something that’s brief; and bid ‘ Good 
morrow. General ’. [Music. 

Enter Clown. 

Clo. Why masters, ha your instruments 
been in Naples, that they speak i’ th’ 
nose thus ? 

1 Miis. How, sir, how ? 5 

Clo Are these, I pray, call’d wind 
instruments ? 

1 Mus. Ay, marry, are they, sir. 

Clo. O, thereby hangs a tail. 

1 M:is. Whereby hangs a tale, sir ? y 
Clo. Marry, sir, by many a wind instru¬ 
ment that 1 know. But, masters, here's 
money for you; and the General so likes 
your music that he desires you, of all loves, 
to make no more noise with it, 

1 Mms. Well, sir, we will not. m 

Clo. If you have any music that may not 
be heard, to’t again ; but, as they say, to 
hear mujic the General does not greatly 
care. 

1 Mus. Wc have none such, sir. 18 
Clo. Then put up your pipes in your bag, 
for I’ll away. Go ; vanish into air ; away. 

[Exeunt Musicians. 
Cas. Dost thou hear, my honest friend ? 
Clo. No, 1 hear not your honest fr'end ; 
I hear you. 22 

Cas. Prithee keep up thy quillets. 
There’s a poor piece of gold for thee. If 
the gentlewoman that attends the General's 
wife be stirring, tell her there’s one Cassio 
entreats her a little favour of speech. Wilt 
thou do this ? 26 

Clo. She is stirring, sir; if she will stir 
hither, 1 shall seem to notify unto her. 

Cas. Do, good my friend. [Exit Clown. 

Enter Iago. 

In happy time, Iago. 
Iago. You have not been abed, then ? 30 
Cas. Why. no ; the day had broke before 
we parted, 

1 have made bold, Iago, 

To send in to your wife; my suit to her 
Is that she will to virtuous Desdemona 
Procure me some access. 

Iago. ru send her to you presently ; 
And Dl devise a mean to draw the Moor 36 
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Out ot the way, that your converse and 
business 

May be more free. 

Cos, I humbly thank you for’t. [Exit 
lagoj I never knew 

A Florentine more k nd and honest. 4 ‘> 
Enter Emilia, 

Emit, Good morrow, good Lieutenant. 1 
am sorry 

For your displeasure ; but all will sure 
be well. 

The General and his wife arc. talking of t ; 
And she speaks for you stoutly : the Moor 
replies 4 » 

That he you hurt is of great fame in Cyprus 
And great affinity, and that in wholesome 
wisdom 

He might not but refuse you; but he 
protests he loves you, 

And needs no other suitor but his likings 
To take the safest occasion by the front 
To bring you in again. 

Cas. Yet, I beseech you, 

If you think fit, or that it may be done, m 
G ive me advantage of some brief discourse 
With Oesdemona alone. 

Emil. Pray you come in. 

1 will bestow you where you shall have 
time 

To speak your bosom freely. 

Cas. 1 am much bound to you. 

I Excmh/. 

S('i£NH II. Cyprus. The citadel. 

Enter Othlllo. I ago, ami Gentlemen. 

Oth. These letters give, lago, to the p lot; 
And by him do my duties to the Senate. 
That done, I w 11 be walking on the works ; 
Repair there to me. 

lago. Well, my good lord, I'll do’t. 
Oth, This fortification, gentlemen—shall 
we see’t ? s 

Gent, We'll wait upon your lordship. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene 111. Cyprus, The garden of the 
citadel. 

Enter Desdemona, Cassio, and Emilia. 

Des. Be thou assur’d, good Cassio, 1 will 
do 

All my abilities in thy behalf. 

Emil, Good madam, do. I warrant it 
grieves my husband 
As if the case were his. 

Des, O, that's an honest fellow. Do not 
doubt, Cassio, ? 

But 1 will have my lord and you again 
As friendly as you were. 

Cas, Bounteous madam. 

Whatever shall become of Michael Cassio, 
He’s never any thing but your tiue servant. 


Des. 1 know’t—I thank you. You do love 
my lord ; lo 

You have known him long: and be you 
well assur’d 

He shall in strangeness stand no farther off 
Than in a politic distance. 

Cas. Ay, but, lady, 

That policy may either last so long, 

Or feed upon such nice and watcrish diet. 
Or breed itself so out of circumstances, lo 
That, 1 being absent, and my place 
supplied, 

My general will forget my love and service. 

Des. Do not doubt that; before Emilia 
here 

1 give thee warrant of thy place. Assure 
thee, .:o 

If 1 do vow a friendship. I’ll perform it 
To the last article. Mv lord shall never 
rest; 

I'U watch him tame, and talk him out cf 
patience ; 

His bed shall seem a school, his board a 
shrift; 

ril intermingle everything he does 
With Cassio’s suit. Therefore be merry, 
Cassio ; 

For thy solicitor shall rather die 
Than give thy cause away. 

Enter Othello and Iago. 

Emil. Madam, here comes my lord. 

Cas, Madcm, I’ll take my leave. 30 

Des. Why, stay, and hear me speak. 

Cas. Madam, not now. I am very ill at 
case, 

Unfit for mine own purposes. 

Des. Well, do your discretion. :h 

[Exit Cassio, 

Jago. Ha ! 1 like not that. 

Oth. What dost thou say ? 

Iago. Nothing, my lord ; or if—I know 
not what. 

Oth. Was not that Cassio parted from my 
wife ? 

lago. Cassio, my lord I No, sure, I canne t 
think it. 

That he would !^neak away so guilty-like, 40 
Seeing your coming. 

Oth. I do believe 'twas he, 

Des. How now, my lord ! 

I have been talking with a suitor here, 

A man that languishes in your displeasure. 

Oth. Who is't you mean ? 45 

Des. Why, your lieutenant, Cassio. Good 
my lord, 

If I have any grace or power to move you, 
His present reconciliation take ; 

For if he be not one that truly loves you, 
That errs in ignorance, and not in cunning, 
I have no judgment in an honest face, sx 
I prithee call him back. 

Oth. Went he hence now? 

Des. Yes, faith ; so humbled 
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Taat he hath left part of his grief with me 
To sulfer with him. Good love, call him 
back. 

0 th. Not now, sweet Desdemona ; some 
other time. 

Des. But shall’t be shortly ? 

Oth. The sooner, sweet, for you. 

Des. Shan’t be to-night at supper ? 

Oth. No, not to-night. 

Des. To-morrow dinner, then ? 

Oih. 1 shall not dine at home ; 

I meet the captains at the citadel. 

Des. Why, then, to-morrow night, or 
Tuesday morn, 

On Tuesday noon or night, on Wednesday 
morn. 

I prithee name the time : but let it not 
Exceed three days. Tfaith, he’s penitent; 
And yet his trespass, in our common 
reason— 

Save that, they say, the wars must make 
example 

Out of her best—is not almost a fault 
T’ incur a private check. When shall he 
come ? 

Tell me, Othello—I wonder in my soul o-. 
What you would ask me that I should 
deny. 

Or stand so mamm’ring on. What! 

Michael Cassio, 

That came a-wooing with you, and so many 
a time. 

When I have spoke of you dispraisingly. 
Hath ta’en your part—to have so much 
to do 

To bring him in! By’r Lady, 1 could do 
much— 

Oth. Prithee, no more; let him come 
when he will; 

I will deny thee nothing. 

Des. Why, this is not a boon ; 

’Tis as I should entreat you wear your 
gloves, 

Or feed on nourishing dishes, or keep you 
warm. 

Or sue to you to do a peculiar profit «> 
To your own person. Nay, when I have 
a suit 

Wherein I mean to touch your love indeed. 
It shall be full of poise and difficult weight, 
And fearful to he granted. 

Oth. 1 will deny thee nothing. 

Whereon I do beseech thee grant me this, 
To leave me but a little to myself. s, 

Des. Shall 1 deny you ? No; farewell, 
my lord. 

Oth. Farewell, my Desdemona. I'll come | 
to thee straight. | 

Des. Emilia, come.—Be as your fancies' 

teach you ; 

Whate’er you be, I am obedient. oo' 

[Exeunt Desdemona and Emilia. 

Oth. Excellent wretch I Perdition catch 
my soul i 


[Act 3 

But I do love thee ; and when I love thee 
not 

Chaos is come again. 
lago. My noble lord ! 

Oth. What dost thou say, lago ? 

lago. Did Michael Cassio, when you 
woo’d my lady, 95 

Know of your love ? 

Oth. He did, from first to last. Why dost 
thou ask ? 

lago. But for a satisfaction of my 
thought— 

No further harm. 

Oth. Why of thy thought, lago ? 

lago. I did not think he had been 
acquainted with her. luu 

Oth. O, yes ; and went between us very 
often. 

lago. Indeed I 

Oih. Indeed ? Ay, indeed. Discern'st 
thou aught in that ? 

Is lie not honest ? 

lago. Honest, my lord ? 105 

Oth. Honest ? Ay, honest. 
lago. My lord, for aught I know. 

Oih. What dost thou think ? 
lago. Think, my lord ? 

Oth. Think, my lord ! By heaven, he 
echoes me, wo 

As if there were some monster in his 
thought 

Too hideous to be shown. Thou dost mean 
something: 

I heard thee say but now thou lik’st not 
that, 

When Cassio left my wife. What didst 
not like ? w 4 

And when I told thee he was of my counsel 
In my whole course of wooing, thou criedst 
‘ Indeed ! ’ 

And didst contract and purse thy brow 
together, 

As if thou then hadst shut up in thy brain 
Some horrible conceit. If thou dost love 
me. 

Show me thy thought. 120 

lago. My lord, you know I love you. 

Oth. I think thou dost; 

And for I know thou art full of love and 
honesty, 

And weigh’st thy words before thou giv'st 
them breath, 

Therefore these stops of thine affright me 
the more; 

For such things in a false disloyal knave 125 
Are tricks of custom ; but in a man that’s 
just 

They are close delations, working from the 
heart 

That passion cannot rule. 

lago. For Michael Cassio, 

I dare presume I think that he is honest. 
Oth. I think so too. 

lago. Men should be that they seem ; 
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Or those that be not, would they might 
seem none! 

Oth. Certain, men should be what they 
seem. 

lago. Why then, 1 think Cassio’s an 
honest man. 

Oth. Nay, yet there’s more in this. 131 
1 prithee speak to me as to thy thinkings, 
As thou dost ruminate; and give thy worst 
of thoughts 
The worst of words. 

lago. Good my lord, pardon me. 

Though I am bound to every act of duty, 
I am not bound to that all slaves are free 
to— 

Utter my thoughts. Why, say they are vile 
and false, 11 <. 

As where’s that palace w hereinto foul things 
Sometimes intrude not ? Who has th it 
breast so pure 

But some uncleanly apprehensions 
Keep lects and law-days, and in sessions sit 
With meditations lawful ? ms 

Oth. Thou dost conspire against thy 
friend, lago, 

It thou but think'st him wrong’d, and 
mak’st his ear 
A stranger to thy thoughts, 

lago. 1 do beseech you, 

Though 1 perchance am vicious in my guess, 
As, 1 confess, it is my nature’s plague iv 
To spy into abuses, and otf my jealousy 
Shapes faults that are not—that your 
wisdom 

From one that so imperfectly conjects. 
Would take no notice; nor build yourself 
a trouble 

Out of his scattering and unsure obser¬ 
vance. 1 S‘, 

It were not for your quiet nor your good. 
Nor for my manhood, honesty, or wisdom, 
To let you know my thoughts. 

Oth. Zounds! What dost thou mean ? 

lago. Good name in man and woman, 
dear my lord, 

Is the immediate jewel of their souls : u*«) 

Who steals my purse steals trash ; 'tis 
something, nothing; 

'Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been slave to 
thousands; 

But he that filches from me my good 
name 

Robs me of that which not enriches him 
And makes me poor indeed. lO? 

Oth. By heaven, I'll know thy thoughts. 

lago. You cannot, if my heart were in 
your hand; 

Nor shall not, whilst 'tis in my custody. 

Oth. Ha! 

lago. O, beware, my lord, of jealousy ; 
It is the green-ey’d monster w^hich doth 
mock i;o 

The meat it feeds on. That cuckold lives 
in bliss 
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Who, certain of his fate, loves not his 
wronger; 

But, O, what damned minutes tells he o’er 
Who dotes, yet doubts, suspects, yet 
strongly loves! 

Olh. O misery ! X75 

lago. Poor and content is rich, and rich 
enough ; 

But riches finelcss is as pc^or as winter 
l‘o him that ever fears he shall be poor. 
Good God, the souls of all my tribe defend 
From jealousy! 

Oth. Why, why is this ? tSo 

Think’st thou I’d make a life of jealousy, 
To follow still the changes of the moon 
With fresh suspicions ? No ; to be once in 
doubt 

Is once to be resolv’d. Exchange me for a 
goat 184 

When 1 shall turn the business of my soul 
To such exsufilicate and blown surmises 
Matching thy inference. ’Tis not to make 
me jealous 

To say my wife is fair, feeds well, loves 
company, 

Is free of speech, sings, plays, and dances 
well; 

Where virtue is, these arc more virtuous. 
Nor from mine own weak merits will I 
draw 

7 ’he smallest fear or doubt of her revolt; 
For .she had eyes, and chose me. No, lago ; 
I’ll see before I doubt; when 1 doubt, 
prove; 

And, on the proof, there is no more but 
this— 195 

.Away at once with love or jealousy I 
lago. 1 am glad of this; for now 1 shall 
have reason 

To show the love and duty that I bear you 
With franker spirit. Therefore, as I am 
bound. 

Receive it from me. I speak not yet of 
proof. soo 

Look to your wife; observe her well with 
Cassio; 

Wear your eyes thus, not jealous nor secure. 
1 would not have your free and noble 
nature 

Out of self-bounty be abus’d ; look to’t. 

I know our country disposition well: 205 

In Venice they do let God .see the pranks 
They dare not show their husbands ; their 
best conscience 

Is not to Icave’t undone, but keep’t un¬ 
known. 

Oth. Dost thou say so ? 
lago. She did deceive her father, marry¬ 
ing you; 210 

And when she seem’d to shake and fear 
your looks. 

She lov’d them most. 

Oth. And so she did. 

lago. Why, go to then ! 



OTHELLO 

She that, so young, could give out such a 
seeming. 

To seel her father’s eyes up close as oak— 
He thought ’twas witchcraft* But I am 
much to blame ; 2 

I humbly do beseech you of your pardon 
For too much loving you. 

Olh. I am bound to thee for ever. 

I ago. I see this hath a little dash’d your 
spirits. 

Oi/i. Not a jot, not a jot. 

lago. rfaith, 1 fear it has. 

I hope you will consider what is spoke 
Comes from my love ; but I do see you are 
mov'd. 

I am to pray you not to strain my speech 
To grosser issues nor to larger reach 
Than to suspicion. 

Oih. I will not. 

lago. Should you do so, my lord, 

My speech should fall into such vile success 
Which my thoughts aim’d not. Cassio’s 
my worthy friend— 

My lord, I see you are mov’d. 

Olh. No, not much mov’d. 

I do not think but Desdemona’s honest. 

lago. Long live she so ! and long live you 
to think so ! 

Oik. And yet, how nature erring from 
itself— 

lago. Ay, there’s the point: as—to be 
bold with you— 

Not to aflect many proposed matches 
Of her own clime, complexion, and degree. 
Whereto we see in all things nature tends— 
Foh! one may smell in such a will most 
rank, 

Foul disproportion, thoughts unnatural. 
But pardon me—1 do not in position 
Distinctly speak of her ; though I may fear 
Her will, recoiling to her better judgment. 
May fall to match you with her country 
forms, 2 |i 

And happily repent. 

0th. Farewell, farewell. 

If more thou dost perceive, let me know 
more; 

Set on thy wife to observe. Leave me, 
lago. 2 JI 

lago. My lord, I take my leave. [Going. 

0th. Why did I marry ? This honest 
creature doubtless 

Sees and knows more—much more than he 
unfolds. 

lago. [Returning] My lord, I would I 
might entreat your honour 
To scan this thing no further; leave it to 
time. 24 ', 

Although ’tis fit that Cassio have his place, 
For, sure, he fills it up with great ability. 
Yet if you please to hold him off awhile, 
You shall by that perceive him and his 
means. 23 ^ 

Note if your lady strain his entertainment 
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With any strong or vehement importunity ; 
Much will be seen in that. In the mean 
time 

Let me be thought too busy in my fears— 
As worthy cause I have to fear I am— 
And hold her free, I do beseech your honour. 

Olh. Fear not my government. 2i>o 

lago. I once more take my leave. [Exd. 

Olh. This fellow’s of exceeding honesty. 
And knows all qualities, with a learned 
spirit. 

Of human dealing. If I do prove her 
haggard. 

Though that her jesses were my dear heart¬ 
strings, 

I’d whistle her off and let her down the 
wind 

To prey at fortune. Haply, for I am black 
And have not those soft parts of conversa¬ 
tion 

That chamberers have, or for 1 am declin'd 
Into the vale of years—yet that’s rot 
much— , 7 ') 

She’s gone ; I am abus’d ; and my relief 
Must be to loathe her. O curse of marriage, 
That we can call these delicate creatures 
ours. 

And not their appetites! I had rather be a 
toad. 

And live upon the vapour of a dungeon, 275 
Ihan keep a corner in the thing I love 
For others’ uses. Yet *tis the plague of 
great ones ; 

Prerogativ’d are they less than the base ; 
'Tis destiny unshunnable, like death : 2:0 
Even then this forked plague is fated to irs 
When we do quicken. Look where she 
comes. 

Re-enter Df.sdemona and Emilia. 

If she be false, O, then heaven mocks itself! 
I’ll not believe it. 

Des. How now, my dear Othello ? 

Your dinner, and the generous islanders 
By you invited, do attend your presence. 

0th. I am to blame. 

Des. Why do you speak so faintly ? 
Are you not well ? 

Odi. I have a pain upon my forehead 
here. 

Des. Faith, that’s with watching ; ’twill 
away again. -Sfj 

Let me but bind it hard, within this hour 
It will be well. 

[He puts the handkerchief from him, 
and she drops it. 

0th. Your napkin is too little. 

Let it alone. Come, I’ll go in with you. 

Des. 1 am very sorry that you are not 
well. 

[Exeunt Othello and Desdemona. 

Emil. I am glad 1 have found this napkin. 
Ihis was her first remembrance from the 
Moor. 205 



Scene 3] 

My wayward husband hath a hundred 

^ times 

Woo’d me to steal it; but she so loves the 
token— 

For he conjur’d her she should ever keep 
it— 

That she reserves it evermore about her 
To kiss and talk to. 1*11 ha the work ta’en 
out, 

And give’t lago. What he’ll do with it 
Heaven knows, not I; 

I nothing but to please his fantasy. 

Re-enter Iago. 

lago. How now! What do you here 
alone ? 

Emil. Do not you chide ; 1 have a thing 
for you. 

Jago. You have a thing for me ? 

It is a common thing! 

Emil. Ha ! 

lago. To ha\ e a foolish wife. 

Emil. O, is that all ? What will you give 
me now' 

For that same handkerchief ? 

lago. What handkerchief ? 

Fmi/. What handkerchief! 31 

Why that the Moor first gave to Desdc- 
mona; 

That which so often you did bid me steal. 

lago. Hast stole it from her ? 

Emil. No, faith; she let it drop by 
negligence, 3*5 

And to the advantage, I, being here, took’t 
up. 

Look, here it is. 

Jago. A good wench ! Give it me. 

Emil. What will you do with’t, that you 
have been so earnest 
To have me filch it ? 

lago. Why, what’s that to you ? 

[Snatc/iing it. 

Emil. If it be not for some purpose of 
import, 3^*' 

Give me’t again. Poor lady, she’ll run mad 
When she shall lack it. 

lago. Be not acknown on’t; I have use 
for it. 

Go, leave me. [Exit Emilia. 

1 will in Cassio’s lodging lose this napkin. 
And let him find it. Trifles light as air 3-0 
Are to the jealous confirmations strong 
As proofs of holy writ; this may do 
something. 

The Moor already changes with my poison. 
Dangerous conceits are in their natures 
poisons 3.V' 

Which at the first are scarce found to 
distaste 

But, with a little act upon the blood. 

Burn like the mines of sulphur. 

Re-enter Othello. 

1 did say so. 


OTHELLO 

Look where he comes! Not poppy, nor 
mandragora, 

Nor all the drowsy syrups of the world, 335 
Shall ever medicine thee to that sweet sleep 
Which thou owed’st yesterday. 

Oth. Ha! ha! false to me, to me ? 
lago. Why, how now. General ? No more 
of that. 

Oth. Avaunt! be gone 1 Thou hast set 
me on the rack, 

I swear 'tis better to be much abus’d 340 
Than but to know’t a little. 

lago. How now, my lord ! 

Oth. What sense had I in her stol’n hours 
of lust ? 

1 saw’t not, thought it not, it harm’d not 
me. 

I slept the next night well, fed well, was free 
and merry ; 

I found not Cassio’s kisses on her lips. 345 
He that is robb’d, not wanting what is 
stol’n, 

Let him not know't, and he’s not robb’d 
at all. 

lago. 1 am sorry to hear this. 

Oth. I had been happy if the general 
camp, 3.<9 

Pioneers and all. had tasted her sweet body, 
So I had nothing known. O, now for ever 
Farewell the tranquil mind! farewell 
content! 

Farewell the plumed troops, and the big 
wars 

That makes ambition virtue ! O, farewell! 
Farewell the neighing steed and the shrill 
trump, 355 

The spirit-stirring drum, th* ear-piercing 
fife. 

The royal banner, and all quality, 

Pride, pomp, and circumstance, olf glorious 
war! 

And O ye mortal engines whose rude 
throats 

Th' immortal Jove’s dread clamours 
counterfeit, 360 

Farewell! Othello’s occupation’s gone. 
lago. Is’t possible, my lord ? 

Olh. Villain, be sure thou prove my love 
a whore— 

[Taking him by the throat. 
Be sure of it; give me the ocular proof ; 
Or, by the worth of roan's eternal soul, 365 
Thou hadst been better have been born a 
dog 

Than answer my wak’d wrath. 

lago. Is’t come to this ? 

Oth. Make me to see’t; or, at the least, 
so prove it 

That the probation bear no hinge nor loop 
To hang a doubt on ; or woe upon thy life ! 
Jago. My noble lord— 371 

Oth. If thou dost slander her and torture 
me, 

Never pray more ; abandon all remorse , 
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Oil horror's head horrors accumulate ; 

Do deeds to make heaven weep, all earth 
amaz'd; 3 

For nothing canst thou to damnation add 
Greater than that. 

Ia»o* O grace ! O heaven forgive me ! 
Are you a man ? Have you a soul or 
sense ?— 

God buy you ; take mine office. O wretchcc; 

fool, 37 “ 

That liv'st to make thine honesty a vice ! 
O monstrous world ! Take note, take note 
O world, 

To be direct and honest is not safe. 

I thank you for this profit : and from hence 
ril love no friend, sith love breeds such 
offence. 3 

Oth. Nay, stay. Thou shouldst be honest. 

Ia«o. I should be wise ; for honesty's a 
fool. 

And loses that it works for. 

Oth. By the world, 

I think my wife be honest, and chink she 
is not; 

I think that thou art just, and think thou 
art not. 

ril have some proof. Her name, that was 
as fresh 3'»'- 

As Dian’s visage, is now begrim’d and black 
As mine own face. If there be cords 01 
knives. 

Poison, or fire, or suffocating streams, 
ril not endure it. Would I were satisfied ! 

lago. I see, sir, you are eaten up with 
passion; yn 

I do repent me that I put it to you. 
you would be satisfied ? 

OJi. Would ! Nay, and I will. 

lago. And may ; but how—how satisfied, 
my lord ? 

Would you, the supervisor, grossly gape 
on— 30'j 

Behold her lopp'd ? 

Oth. Death and damnation ! O ! 

lago. It were a tedious difficulty, I think. 
To bring them to that prospect. Damn 
them, then. 

If ever mortal eyes do see them bolster 
More than their own I What then ? How 
then ? yn 

What shall I say ? Where's satisfaction ? 
It is impossible you should see this. 

Were they as prime as goats, as hot as 
monkeys. 

As salt as wolves in pride, and fools as gross 
As ignorance made drunk. But yet, I say, 
If imputation and strong circumstances 410 
Which lead directly to the door of truth 
Will give you satisiaction, you might 
have't. 

Oth. Give me a living reason she's dis¬ 
loyal. 

lago. I do not like the office ; 4U 

But, sith I am enter'd in this cause sc far,: 
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Prick'd to’t by foolish honesty and love, 

I will go on. 1 lay with Cassio lately. 

And, being troubled with a raging tooth, 

I could not sleep. 

There are a kind of men so loose of soul 420 
That in their sleeps will mutter their affairs: 
One of this kind is Cassio. 

In sleep I heard him say ‘ Sweet Desde- 
mona, 

Let us be wary, let us hide our loves ', 

And then, sir, would he gripe and wring my 
hand, 425 

Cry ‘ O sweet creature! ' then kiss me 
hard, 

As if he pluck’d up kisses by the roots. 
That grew' upon my lips—then laid his leg 
Over my thigh—and sigh’d, and kiss’d, and 
then 

Cried ‘Cursed fate that gave thee to the 
Moor ! ’ 43" 

Oth. O monstrous ! monstrous ! 
lago. Nay, this was but his dream. 

Oth. But this denoted a foregone con¬ 
clusion. 

lago. ’Tis a shrewd doubt, though it be 
but a dream, 

And this may help to thicken other proofs 
That do demonstrate thinly. 

Olh. I'll tear her all to pieces. 
lago. Nay, but be wise; yet we see 
nothing done; 

She may be honest yet. Tell me but this : 
Have you not sometimes seen a handker¬ 
chief 

Spotted with strawberries in your wife’s 
hand ? 

Oth. I gave her such a one ; *twas my 
first gift. 44" 

lago. 1 know not that; but such a 
handkerchief— 

I am sure it was your wife's—did 1 to-day 
Sec Cassio wipe his beard with. 

Oth. If it be that— 

lago. If it be that, or any that was hers. 
It speaks against her with the other proofs. 
Oth. O that the slave had forty thousand 
lives! 44 ti 

One is too poor, too weak for my revenge. 
Now do I see 'tis true. Look here, lago— 
All my fond love thus do 1 blow to heaven. 
'Tis gone. a 5^ 

Arise, black vengeance, from the hollow 
hell. 

Yield up, O love, thy crown and hearted 
throne 

To tyrannous hate! Swell, bosom, with 
thy fraught, 

For 'tis of aspics' tongues. 
lago. Yet be content. 

Olh. O, blood, blood, blood 1 455 

lago. Patience, I say; your mind per¬ 
haps may change. 

Oth. Never, lago. Like to the Pontic sea. 
Whose icy current and compulsive course 
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Scene 3] 

Ne'er feels retiring ebb, but keeps due on 
To the Propontic and the Hellespont; 4»>' 
Even so my bloody thoughts, with violent 
pace. 

Shall ne’er look back, ne'er ebb to humble 
love, 

Till that a capable and wide revenge 
Swallow them up. [He kneels] Now, by yond 
marble heaven. 

In the due reverence of a sacred vow 4^'; 
I here engage my words. 

I ago. lKncelin»] Do not rise yet. 
Witness, you ever-burning lights above. 
You elements that clip us round about. 
Witness that here lago doth give up 
I'he execution of his wit, hands, heart, ir- 
To wuong’d Othello’s service! Let him 
command, 

And to obey shall be in me remorse, 

Wh It bloody business ever. I They rise, 
Olh. 1 greet thy love, 

Not with vain thanks, but with acceptance 
bounteous, 

Ani will upon the instant put thee to’t. 4 7=> 
Within these three days let me hear thee 
say 

That Cassio's not alive. 

fafno. My friend is dead ; 

'Tis done at your rcciucst. But let her live. 
Olh. Damn her, lewd minx ! O, damn her, 
damn her! 4 7 / 

Come, go with me apart; I will withdraw 
I'o fiiriiish me with some swift means of 
death 

For the fair devil. Now art thou my 
lieutenant. 

lago. I am your own for ever. [Excimf, 

ScENFi IV. Cyprus. Before the citadel. 
Enter Desdemona, Emilia, and Clown. 

Des. Do you know, sirrah, where the 
Lieutenant Cassio lies ? 

Clo. I dare not say he lies anywhere. 
Des. Why, man ? 

Clo. He’s a soldier; and for one to say 
a soldier lies, 'tis stabbing. !> 

Des. Go to. Where lodges he ? 

Clo. To tell you where he lodges is to tell 
you where I lie. 

Des. Can anything be made of this ? <> 

Clo. I know not where he lodges; and 
for me to devise a lodging, and say he lies 
here or he lies there, were to lie in mine 
own throat. 

Des. Can you inquire him out, and be 
edified by report ? 

Clo. 1 will catechize the world for him; 
that is, make questions, and by them 
answer. 

Des. Seek him; bid him come hither: 
tell him I have mov'd my lord on his 
behalf, and hope all will be well. 

Clo. To do this is within the compass of 


man’s wit; and therefore I will attempt 
the doing it. [Exit. 

Des. Where should 1 lose the hand¬ 
kerchief, Emilia ? 

Emil. I know not, madam. 21 

Des. Believe me, I had rather lose my 
purse 

Full of crusadoes ; and but my noble Moor 
Is true of mind, and made of no such 
baseness 

As jealous creatures are, it were enough -5 
To put him to ill thinking. 

Emil. Is he not jealous ? 

Des. Who, he ? 1 think the sun where he 
was born 

Drew all such humours from him. 

Enter Othello. 

Emil. Look where be comes. 

Des. T will not leave him now till Cassio 
Be call’d to him. How is't with you, my 
lord ? 3^> 

Oth. Well, my good lady. [Aside] O, 
hardness to dissemble 1— 

How do you, Desdemona ? 

Des. Well, my good lord. 

Oth. Give me your hand. 'I’his liand is 
moist, my lady. 

Des. It yet hath felt no age nor known 
no sorrow. 

Oth. This argues fruitfulness and liberal 
heart; 3^ 

Hot, hot, and moist. This hand of yours 
requires 

A sequester from liberty, fasting and 
prayer, 

Much castigation, exercise devout; 

For here's a young and sweating devil here 
That commonly rebels. 'Tis a good hand, 
A frank one. 

Des. You may indeed say so ; 41 

For 'twas that hand that gave away my 
heart. 

Oth. A liberal hand. The hearts of old 
gave hands ; 

But our new heraldry is hands, not hearts. 

Dfs. 1 cannot speak of this. Come now, 
vour promise. 45 

Oth. What promise, chuck ? 

Des. I have sent to bid Cassio come 
speak with you. 

Oth. 1 have a salt and sorry rheum 
offends me; 

Lend me thy handkerchief. 

Des, Here, my lord. 50 

Oth. That wdiich 1 gave you. 

Des. 1 have it not about me. 

Oth. Not ? 

Des. No, faith, my lord. 

Oth. That's a fault. That handkerchief v 
Did an Egyptian to my mother give. 

She was a charmer, and could almost read 
The thoughts of people ; she told her, while 
she kept it. 
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' Twould make her amiable, and subdue u;y 
father 

Entirely to her love ; but if she lost it, 6 ^ 
Or made a gift of it, my father’s eye 
Should hold her loatliely, and his spirits 
should hunt 

After new fancies. She, dying, gave it me, 
And bid me, when my fate would have me 
wive, i.i 

To give it her. I did so ; and take heed on't; 
Make it a darling like your precious eye ; 
To lose’t or give’t away w'cre such perdition 
As nothing else could match. 

Des. Is’t possible ? 

Oih. ’Tis true. There’s magic in the web 
of it. 

A sibyl that had numb’red in the world :<> 
The sun to course two hundred compasses 
In her prophetic fury sew’d the work ; 

The worms were hallowed that did breed 
the silk ; 

And it w^as dy’d in mummy which the 
skilful 

Conserv’d of maidens’ hearts, 

Des. I’faith ! Is’t true ? 7: 

0 th, Most veritable ; therefore look to’t 
well. 

Des. Then would to God that I had never 
seen't! 

Oih. Ha I Wherefore ? 

Des, Why do you speak so startingly and 
rash ? 

Oih, Is’t lost ? Is't gone ? Speak. Is’t 
out o’ th' way ? 

Des, Heaven bless us ! 

Oth, Say you ? 

Des. It is not lost; but what an if it 
were ? 

Oth. How! 8 , 

Des. I say it is not lost. 

Oth. Fetch't, let me see’t. 

Des. Why, so I can, sir, but I will not 
now. 

This is a trick to put me from my suit: 
Fray you let Cassio be receiv’d again, 

Oth. Fetch me the handkerchiif: my 
mind misgives. 

Des. Come, come; 

You’ll never meet a more sufficient man. 
Oth. The handkerchief! 

Des. I pray talk me of Cassio. 

Oth. The handkerchief! 

Des. A man that all his time 

Hath founded his good fortunes on your 
love, 

Shar’d dangers with you— 

Oth, The handkerchief! 

Des. I’faith, you are to blame. 

Oih. Zounds ! [Exit Othello. 

Emil. Is not this man jealous ? lo-, 

Des. I ne’er saw this before. 

Sure there’s some wonde: in this hand¬ 
kerchief ; 

I am most unhappy in the loss of it. 
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Emil. ’Tis not a year or two shows us a 
man. 

They are all but stomachs, and we all but 
food; 105 

They eat us hungerly, and when they are 
full. 

They belch us. 

Enter Cassio and Iago. 

Look you, Cassio and my husband. 

Iago. There is no other way ; ’tis she 
must do't. 

And, lo, the happiness ! Go and importune 
her. 

Des. How now, good Cassio, what s tl.e 
news with you ? no 

Cas. Madam, my former suit. 1 do 
beseech you 

That by your virtuous means I may again 
Exist, and be a member of his love 
V\ hom I, with all the office of my heart, 
Entirely honour. I would not be delay’d. 
If my offence be of such mortal kind u' 
riiat nor my service past, nor present 
sorrows, 

Nor purpos'd merit in futurity. 

Can ransom me into his love again, 

But to know so must be my benefit; ird 
So shall I clothe me in a forc’d content, 
And shut myself up in some other course, 
to fortune’s alms, 

Des. Alas, thrice-gentle Cassio ! 

My advocation is not now in tune; 

My lord is not my lord ; nor should 1 know 
him, ).-5 

Were he in favour as in humour alter'd. 

So help me every spirit sanctified. 

As I have spoken for you all my best. 

And stood within the blank of his dis¬ 
pleasure 

For my free speech ! You must awhile be 
patient. 1 30 

What I can do I will; and more I will 
Than for myself 1 dare ; let that suffice you. 

Iago. Is my lord angry^ ? 

Emil. He went hence but now, 

And certainly in strange unquietness. 

Iago. Can he be angry ? I have seen the 
cannon 135 

When it hath blown his ranks into the 
air. 

And, like the devil, from his very arm 
Puff'd his own brother—and is he angry ? 
Something of moment, then. 1 will go meet 
him. ;39 

There’s matter in’t indeed, if he be angry, 

Des. I prithee do so. lExif Iago, 

Something sure of state 
Either from Venice, or some unhatch’d 
practice 

Made demonstrable here in Cyprus to him. 
Hath puddled his clear spirit; and in such 
cases 144 

Men's natures wrangle with inferior things. 
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Though great ones a.c their object. Tis 
even so ; 

For let our finger ache, and it endues 
Our other healthful members even to a 
sense 

Of pain. Nay, we must think, men are not 
gods, 

Nor of them look for such observancy i s- 
As fits the bridal. Bcshrew me much 
Emilia, 

I was—unhandsome warrior as 1 am— 
Arraigning his unkindness with ray soul; 
But now I find I had suborn'd the witne^s 
And he's indicted falsely. 

Emil, Pray heaven it be state matters, 
as you think, 

And no conception nor no jealous toy 
Concerning you. 

Des. Alas the day, I never gave hin 
cause I 

Emil. But jealous souls will not hi 
answer’d so ; i<> 

They are not ever jealous for the cause. 
But jealous for they are jealous. 'Tis a 
monster 

Begot upon it self, born on it self. 

Des. Heaven keep that monster from 
Othello’s mind ! 

Emil. Lady, amen. it> 

Diis. I will go seek him. Cassio, walk 
hereabout. 

If 1 do find him tit, I'll move your suit. 
And seek to effect it to my uttermost. 

Cas. I humbly thank your ladyship, u... 

[Exeunt Desdemona and Emilia. 

Enter Bianca. 

Bian. Save you, friend Cassio ! 

Cas. What make you from home ? 

How is it with you, my most fair Bianca ? 
r faith, sweet love, 1 was coming to youi 
house, 

Bian. And I was going to your lodging, 
Cassio. 

What, keep a week away ? seven days and 
nights ? 

Eightscorc eight hours 7 and lovers' absent 
hours, 1; 

More tedious than the dial eight score 
times ? 

O weary reckoning I 

Cas. Pardon me, Bianca. 

I have this while with leaden thoughts 
been press'd; 

But I shall in a more continuate time 
Strike off this score of absence. Sweet 
Bianca, iHu 

[Giving her Desdemona*s handkerchief. 
Take me this work out. 

Bian, O Cassio, whence came this ? 
This is some token from a newer friend : 
To the felt absence now I feel a cause. 

Is't come to this 7 Well, well. 

Cas. Go to, woman ! 


Throw your vile guesses in the devil's 
teeth, jH5 

From whence you have them. You are 
jealous now 

That this is from some mistress, some 
remembrance. 

No, by my faith, Bianca. 

Bian. Why, whose is it ? 

Cas. I know not neither; I found it in 
my chamber. 1H9 

I like the work well; ere it be demanded— 
As like enough it will—I would have it 
copied. 

Take it, and do’t; and leave me for this 
time. 

Bian. Leave you ! Wherefore 7 
Ca.s*. 1 do attend here on the General ; 
And think it no addition, nor my wish, 193 
I’o have iiim see me woman’d. 

Bian. Why, I pray you ? 

Cas. Not that 1 love you not. 

Bian. But that you do not love me. 
I pray you bring me on the way a little ; 
And say ii I shah see you soon at night. 
Cas. 'Tis but a little way that I can bring 
V'oii, 200 

For I attend here ; but I’ll see you soon. 
Bian. 'Tis very good ; I must be circum- 
stanc'd. [Exeunt. 

ACT FOUR 

ScKNE I. Cyprus. Before f/ie citadel. 
Enter Othi:llo and Iago. 

I ago. Will you think so 7 
Olh. Think so, lago 7 

Iago. What, 

To kiss in private 7 

Oth. An unauthoriz'd kiss. 

Iago. Or to be naked with her friend abed 
An hour or more, not meaning any harm 7 
Oth. Naked abed, Iago, and not mean 
harm! 5 

It is hypocrisy against the devil. 

They that mean virtuously and yet do so, 
The devil their virtue tempts, and they 
tempt heaven. 

Iago. So they do nothing, 'tis a venial 
slip; 

But if I give my wife a handkerchief— 10 
Oth. What then 7 

Iago. Why, then 'tis hers, my lord ; and, 
being hers. 

She may, I think, bestow't on any man. 

Oth. She is protectress of her honour too : 
May she give that 7 15 

Iago. Her honour is an essence that’s not 
seen; 

They have it very oft that have it not. 
But, for the handkerchief— 

Olh. By heaven, I would most gladly 
have forgot it. 19 

Thou said’st—O, it comes o’er my memory 
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As doth the raven o’er the infected house, 
Boding to all—he had my handkerchief. 
lago. Ay, what of that ? 

Otit. That’s not so good now. 

Ittgo. What 

If I had said I had seen him do you wrong ? 
Or heard him say—as knaves be such 
abroad, 

Who having, by their own importunate 
suit, 

Or voluntary dotage of some mistress. 
Convinced or supplied them, cannot choose 
But they must blab— 

Oih, Hath he said anything ? 

I ago. He hath, my lord ; but be you well 
assur’d, >0 

No more than he’ll unswear. 

Oth. What hath he said ? 

lago. Faith, that he did —1 know not 
what he did. 

Oth. What ? what ? 

I ago. Lie— 

Oih. With her ? 

logo. With her, on her; what you will. 
Oih. Lie with her—lie on her ? We say 
lie on her when they belie her. Lie with 
h;ir. Zounds, that’s fulsome. Handkerchief 
—confessions—handkerchief I To confess, 
and be hang d for his labour—first, to be 
bang’d, and then to confess. 1 tremble at 
it. Nature would not invest herself in such 
shadowing passion without some instruc¬ 
tion, It is not words that shakes me thus— 
pish !—noses, ears, and lips. Is't possible ? 
Confess ! Handkerchief! O devil! 

[Falls in a trance, 
lago. Work on, 4 j 

My medicine, work. Thus credulous fools 
are caught; 

And many worthy and chaste dames even 
thus, 

All guiltless, meet reproach. What, ho! 
my lord I 

My lord, I say ! Othello ! 

Enter Cassio. 

How now, Cassio! 
Cas. What’s the matter ? 

I ago. My lord is fall’n into an epilepsy. 50 
This is his second fit; he had one yester¬ 
day. 

Cas. Rub him about the temples. 

I ago. No, forbear. 

The lethargy must have his quiet course; 
If not, he foams at mouth, and by and by 
Breaks out to savage madness. Look, he 
stirs. 55 

Do you withdraw yourself a little while ; 
He will recover straight; when he is 
gone. 

I would on great occasion speak with you. 

[Exif Cassio. 

How is it, General ? Have you not hurt 
your head ? 


Oih. Dost thou mock me ? 
lago. I mock you ? No, by heaven I 
Would you would bear your fortune like a 
man! 6 t 

Oth. A horned man’s a monster and a 
beast. 

lago. There’s many a beast then in a 
populous city. 

And many a civil monster. 

Oih. Did he confess it ? 
lago. Good sir, be a man ; 65 

flunk every bearded fellow that's but 
yok'd 

May draw with you ; tliere’s millions now 
alive 

That nightly lie in those improper beds 
Which they dare swear peculiar ; your case 
is better. 

O, ’Us the spite of hell, the fiend’s arch¬ 
mock, 70 

To lip a wanton in a secure couch. 

And to suppose her chaste! No, let me 
know; 

And knowing what I am, I know what she 
shall be. 

Oth. O, thou art wise; 'tis certain. 
lago. Stand you awhile apait. 

Confine yourself but in a patient list. 75 
Whilst you were here o'erv^ helmed with 
your grief— 

A passion most unsuiting such a man— 
Cassio came hither; 1 shifted him away, 
And laid good ’scuse upon your ecstasy ,* 
Bade him anon return, and here speak with 
me; 

The which he promis’d. Do but cncave 
yourself, 

And mark the fleers, the gibes, and notable 
scorns. 

That dwell in every region of his face ; 

For I will make him tell the tale anew— 
Where, how, how oft, how long ago, and 
when, 83 

He hath, and is again to cope your wife. 

1 say, but mark his gesture. Marry, 
patience; 

Or I shall say you are all in all in spleen, 
And nothing of a man. 

Oth. Dost thou hear, lago ? 

1 will be found most cunning in my 
patience; <ji> 

But —dost thou hear ?—most bloody. 

lago. That's not amiss ; 

But yet keep time in all. Will you with¬ 
draw ? [Othello withdraws. 

Now will I question Cassio of Bianca, 

A huswife that by selling her desires 
Buys herself bread and clothes; it is a 
creature <>5 

That dotes on Cassio, as 'tis the strumpet’s 
plague 

To beguile many and be beguil’d by one. 
He, when he hears of her, cannot restrain 
From the excess of laughter. 
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Re-enter Cassio. 

Here he comes. 
A.S he shall smile Othello shall go mad ; joo 
And his unbookish jealousy must construe 
Poor Cassio’s smiles, gestures, and light 
behaviours. 

Quite in the wrong. How do you now, 
Lieutenant ? 

Cas. The worser that you give me the 
addition 

Whose want even kills me. los 

lago. Ply Desdemona well, and you arc 
sure on't. 

Now, if this suit lay in Bianca’s dower. 
How quickly should you speed I 

Cus. Alas, poor caitiff ! 

Oth. Look how he laughs already ! i..- 

lago, 1 never knew a woman love man so. 
Cas. Alas, poor rogue I I think, i’ faith, 
she loves me. 

Oth. Now he denies it faintly, and laughs 
it out. 

lago. Do you hear, Cassio ? 

Otii. Now he importunes him 

To tell it o’er. Go to; well said, well said. 
lago. She gives it out that you shah 
marry her. ii,s 

Do you intend it ? 

Cas. lla, ha, ha I 

Oth. Do you triumph, Roman ? Do you 
triumph ? 

Cas. 1 marry her ! What, a customer ! 1 
prithee bear some charity to my wit; dc 
not think it so unwholesome. Ha, ha, ha ! 

Oth. So, so, so, so-they laugh tha; 
wins. 1 

lago. Faith, the cry goes that you marry 
her. 

Cas. Prithee say true. 

lago. I am a very villain else. i.\s 

Oth. Ha you scor'd me ? Well. 

Cas. This is the monkey's owm giving 
out: she is persuaded 1 wall marry her, 
out of her own love and flattery, not out 
of my promise. 

Oth. lago beckons me; now he begins 
the story. w 

Cas. She was here even now ; she haunts 
me in evei*y place, 1 was t’other day talking 
on the sea-bank with certain Venetians, 
and thither comes the bauble—by this 
hand, she falls me thus about my neck. 

Oth. Crying ‘ O dear Cassio I ' as it were : 
his gesture imports it. j v* 

Cas. So hangs, and lolls, and weeps upon 
me ; so hales, and pulls me. Ha, ha, ha ! 

Oth. Now he tells how she pluck’d him 
to my chamber, 0,1 see that nose of yours, 
but not that dog 1 shall throw’t to. 

Cas . Well, I must leave her company. 

Enter Bianca. 

lago. Before me ! Look where she come.s. 


Cas. 'Tis such another fitchew I marry, a 
perfum'd one. What do you mean by this 
haunting of me ? t.t5 

Bian. Let the devil and his dam haunt 
you. What did you mean by that same 
handkerchief you gave me even now ? 1 
was a fine fool to take it. I must take out 
the whole work—a likely piece of work 
that you should find it in your chamber 
and know not who left it there! This is 
some minx’s token, and I must take out 
the work ? There—give it your hobby¬ 
horse. Wheresoever you had it. I’ll take 
out no work on't. 1.^3 

Cas. How now, my sweet Bianca ! how 
now ! how now ! 

Oth. By heaven, that should be my 
handkerchief I i-s 

Bian. An you'll come to supper to-night, 
you may ; an you will not, come when you 
are next prepar'd for. [fc'xfl. 

lago. After her, after her. 

Cas. Faith, I must; she'll raJ i* th’ 
street else. 

lago. Will you sup there ? 160 

Cas. Faith, 1 intend so. 
lago. Well, I may chance to see you ; for 
1 would very fain speak with you. 

Cas. Prithee come ; will you ? 
lago. Go to ; say no more. [Exit Cassio. 
Oth. [Coming forward] How shall I 

murder him, lago ? uki 

lago. Did you perceive how he laugh'd at 
his vice ? 

Oth. O lago! 

lago. And did you see the handker¬ 

chief ? 

Ofli. Was that mine ? 170 

lago. Yours, by this hand. And to see 
how he prizes the foolish woman your wife ! 
She gave it him, and he hath giv'n it his 
whore. 

Oth. I would have him nine years a- 
killing. A fine woman ! a fair woman! a 
sweet woman ! 175 

lago. Nay, you must forget that. 

Oth. Ay, let her rot, and perish, and be 
damn'd to-night; for she shall not live. 
No, my heart is turn'd to stone; 1 strike 
it, and it hurts my hand. O, the world 
hath not a sweeter creature ; she might lie 
by an emperor’s side and command him 
tasks. isi 

lago. Nay, that's not your way. 

Oth. Hang her! I do but say what she 
is : so delicate with her needle, an admir¬ 
able musician—O, she will sing the 
savagencss out of a bear I—of so high and 
plenteous wit and invention. 

lago. She's the worse for all this. 

Oth. O, a thousand, a thousand times— 
and then of so gentle a condition. 

lago. Ay, too gentle. iqo 

Oth. Nay, that's certain. But yet the 
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pity of it, lago I O, lago, the pity of it, 
lago I 

Jago. If you be so fond over her iniquity, 
give her patent to offend; for, if it touch 
not you, it comes near nobody. wi 

Oth, 1 will chop her into messes. Cuckold 
me! 

lago. O, 'tis foul in her. 

Oth. With mine officer ! 
lago. That’s fouler. loo 

Oth. Get me some poison, lago—this 
night, ril not expostulate with her, lest 
her body and beauty unprovide my mind 
again—this night, lago. 

lago. Do it not with poison ; strangle her 
in her bed, even the bed she hath con¬ 
taminated. 

Oth. Good, good; the justice of it 
pleases ; ver>' good. 

lago. And for Cassio—let me be his 
undertaker. You shall hear more by mid- 
night. -'7 

Oth. Excellent good. [A trumpet. 

What trumpet is that same ? 
lago. I w'arrant, something from Venice. 

Enter Lodovico, Desdlmona, and 
Attendants. 

’Tis Lodovico—this comes from the Duke. 
See, your wife's with him. 

Lod. God save thee, worthy General 1 
Oth. With all my heart, sir. 

Lod. The Duke and Senators of Venice 
greet you. {Gites him a packet. 
Oth. I kiss the instrument of their 
pleasures. [Opens the packet and reads. 
Des. And what’s the news, good cousin 
Lodovico ? .'M 

lago. I am vcr>' glad to see you, signior ; 
Welcome to Cyprus. 

Lod. I thank you. How does Lieutenant 
Cassio ? 

lago. Lives, sir. 

Des. Cousin, there’s fall’n between him 
and my lord 

An unkind breach; but you shall make all 
well. 2JU 

Olb. Are you sure of that ? 

Des. My lord ? 

Oth. [jReads] ‘ This fail you not to do as 
you will ’— 

Lod. He did not call; he’s busy in the 
paper. 

Is there division ’twixt thy lord and 
Cassio ? 2.- 

Des. A most unhappy one. I would do 
much 

T’ atone them, for the love 1 bear to 
Cassio. 

Oth. P'ire and brimstone I 
Des. hly lord ? 

Oth. Are you wise ? 230 

Des. What, is he angry ? 

tA>d. May be the letter mov’d him ; 

1142 


For, as I think, they do command him 
home, 

Deputing Cassio in his government. 

Des. By my troth, 1 am glad on’t. 

Oth. Indeed ! 

Des. My lord ? 

Oth. 1 am glad to see you mad. 

Des. Why, sweet Othello ? 

Oth. Devil! [Striking her. 

Des. I have not deserv’d this. 237 

Lod. My lord, this would not be believ’d 
in Venice, 

Though 1 should swear I saw't. ’Tis very 
much. 

Make her amends ; she weeps. 

Oth. O devil, devil! -40 

If that the earth could teem with woman’s 
tears, 

Each drop she falls would prove a crocodile. 
Out of my sight! 

Des. 1 will not stay to effend you. 

(Going. 

Lod. Truly, an obedient lady. 244 

I do beseech your lordship, call her back. 

Oth. Mistress I 

Des. My lord ? 

Oth. What would you with her, sir ? 

Lod. W ho, I, my lord ? 

Oth. Ay ; you did wish that I would 
make her turn. 240 

Sir, she can turn, and turn, and yet go on, 
And turn again; and she can weep, sir, 
weep; 

And she’s obedient, as you say, obedient. 
Very obedient.—Proceed you in your 
tears.— 

Concerning this, sir,—O, well-painted 
passion !— 234 

I am commanded home.—Get you away ; 
I’ll send for you anon.—Sir, I obey the 
mandate. 

And will return to Venice.—Hence, avaunt! 

(Exit Desdemona. 
Cassio shall have my place. And, sir, to¬ 
night, 

I do entreat that we may sup together. 
You are welcome, sir, to Cyprus.—Goats 
and monkeys! fExit. 

Lod. Is this the noble Moor whom our 
full Senate 2L2 

Call all in all sufficient ? Is this the nature 
Whom passion could not shake, whose solid 
virtue 

The shot of accident nor dart of chance 
Could neither graze nor pierce ? 

lago. He is much chang’d. 

Lod. Are his wits safe ? Is he not light 
of brain ? 2O6 

lago. He’s that he is. I may not breathe 
my censure. 

What he might be, if what he might he is 
not, 

I would to heaven he were I 

Lod. What, strike his wife I 
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lago. Faith, that was not so well; yet 
would 1 knew 270 

That stroke would prove the worst I 

Lod, Is it his use ? 

Or did the letters work upon his blood, 

And new-create this fault ? 

lago, Alas, alas! 

It is not honesty in me to speak 
What I have seen and known. You shall 
observe him ; 275 

And his own courses will denote him so 
That I may save my speech. Do but go 
after, 

And mark how he continues. 

Lod. I am sorry that 1 am deceiv’d in 
him. [Hxeuni. 

Scene II. Cyprus, The citadel. 

Enter Othello and Emilia. 

Otii. You have seen nothing, then ? 

Emil, Nor ever heard, nor ever did 
suspect. 

Oih, Yes, you have seen Cassio and she 
together. 

Emil, But then I saw no harm, and then 
I heard 

Each syllable that breath made up between 
them. 3 

0 th , What, did they never whisper ? 

Emil. Never, my lord. 

O//1. Nor send you out o’ th' way ? 

Emil. Never. 

0 th. To fetch her fan, her gloves, her 
mask, nor nothing ? 

Emil. Never, my lord. 10 

Oih. That’s strange. 

Emil. 1 durst, my lord, to wager she is 
honest, 

Lay down my soul at stake. If you think 
other, 

Remove your thought—it doth abuse your 
bosom. 

If any wretch have put this in your head, 15 
Let heaven requite it with the serpent’s 
curse; 

For if she be not honest, chaste, and 
true. 

There’s no man happy ; the purest of their 
wives 

Is foul as slander. 

Oih, Bid her come hither. Go. 

[Exit Emilia, 

She says enough ; yet she’s a simple bawd 
That cannot say as much. This is a subtle 
whore, 21 

A closet-lock-and-key of villainous secrets ; 
And yet she’ll kneel and pray ; 1 have seen 
her do’t. 

Re-enter Emilia with Desdemona. 

Des. My lord, what is your will ? 

Oih, Pray you chuck, come hither. 24 

Des, What is your pleasure ? 


Oth. Let me see your eyes; look in my 
face. 

Des. What horrible fancy’s this ? ‘ 

Oth, [To Emilia] Some of your function, 
mistress : 

Leave procreants alone, and shut the 
door ; 

Cough, or cry hem, if any body come. 29 
Your mystery, your mystery; nay, 
dispatch. [Exit Emilia, 

Des, Upon my knees, what doth your 
speech import ? 

I understand a fury in your words. 

But not the words. 

Oih, Why, what art thou ? 

Des. You wife, my lord; your true and 
loyal wife. 35 

Oih. Come, swear it, damn thyself; lest, 
being like one of heaven, the devils them¬ 
selves should fear to seize thee ; therefore 
be double-damn’d—swear thou art honest. 
Des. Heaven doth truly know it. 

Oth. Heaven truly knows that thou art 
false as hell. 

Des. To whom, my lord ? With whom ? 

How am I false ? 4* 

Oih. Ah, Desdemona ! away! away ! 
away ! 

Des. Alas the heavy day ! Why do you 
weep ? 

Am I the motive of these tears, my lord ? 
If haply you my father do suspect 45 
An instrument of this your calling back, 
Lay not your blame on me; if you have 
lost him. 

Why, I have lost him too. 

Oth. Had it pleas’d heaven 

To try me with affliction ; had they rain’d 
All kind of sores and shames on my bare 
head, 50 

Steep’d me in poverty to the very lips. 
Given to captivity me and my utmost 
hopes, 

I should have found in some place of my 
soul 

A drop of patience; but, alas, to make me 
The fixed figure for the time of scorn 55 
To point his slow unmoving finger at!— 

o, 01 

Yet could I bear that too ; well, very well; 
But there, where I have garner’d up my 
heart, 

Where either I must live or bear no life. 
The fountain from the which my current 
runs, 60 

Or else dries up—to be discarded thence I 
Or keep it as a cistern for foul toads 
To knot and gender in 1 Turn thy com¬ 
plexion there, 

Patience, thou young and rose-lipp’d 
cherubin— 

Ay, here, look grim as hell. 65 

Des. 1 hope my noble lord esteems me 
honest. 
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Oifi. O, ay ; as summer flics are in the 
shambles, 

That quicken even with blowing. O thou 
weed 

Who art so lovely (air and smell’st so sweet 
Taat the sense aches at thee! 

Would thou hau'st never been born ! 

Des. Alas, what ignorant sin have 1 com¬ 
mitted ? 

0 th, Was this fair paper, this most goodly 
book, 

Made to write ‘ whore ’ upon ? What com¬ 
mitted ! 

Committed ! O thou public commoner ! 

I should make veiy forges of my cheeks ; 
That w'ould to cinders burn up modesty. 
Did 1 but speak thy deeds. What com 
mitted! 

Heaven stops the nose at it, and the moon 
winks ; 

The bawdy wind, that kisses all it meets. 

Is hush'd within the hollow mine of earth 
And will not hear it. What committed ! b. 
Impudent strumpet! 

Des, By heaven, y^oii do me wrong. 

Oth, Are not you a strumpet ? 

Des. No, as I am a Christian. 

If to preserve this vessel for my lord 
From any other foul unlawful ti»uch s 
Be not to be a strumpet, I am none. 

Oth, What, not a whore ? 

Des. No, as I shall be sav’d. 

Oth. Is't possible ? 

Des. O, heaven forgive us ! 

Oth. 1 cry you mercy, then, 

I took you for that cunning whore of 
Venice 

That married with Othello,—You, mistress. 
That have the office opposite to Saint 
Peter 

And keeps the gate of hell I 
Re-enler Emilia. 

You, you, ay you ! 
We ha done our course; there’s money 
for your pains. 

1 pray you turn the key, and keep onr 
counsel. |E.xf 7 . 

Emil. Alas, what does this gentleman 
conceive ? (,h 

How do you, madam ? How do you, my 
good lady ? 

Des. Faith, half asleep. 

Emil. Good madam, what's the matter 
with my lord ? 

Des. With who ? JtV/ 

Emil. Why, with my lord, madam. 

Dt’s. Who is thy lord ? 

Emil. He that is yours, sweet lady. 

Des. I have none. Do not talk to me, 
Emilia; 

I cannot weep, nor answers have I none 
But what should go by water. Prithee, 
to-night J05, 


[Act 4 

Lay on my l>ed my wedding sheets—re¬ 
member ; 

And call thy husband hither. 

Emil. Here’s a change indeed ! fExit. 
Des. Tis meet I should be us’d so, very 
meet. 

How have I l>een behav'd, that he might 
stick 109 

The small'st opinion on my great'st abuse ? 

Re-enler Emilia with I ago. 

lago. What is your pleasure, madam ? 
How is’t with you ? 

Des, I cannot tell. I'hose that do teach 
young babes 

Do it with gentle means and easy tasks. 

He might have chid me so; for, in good faith, 

I am a child to chiding. 

logo. What is the matter, lady ? jts 
Emil. Alas, lago, my lord hath so 
bewhor’d her, 

Throv/n such despite and heavy terms upon 
her 

That true hearts cannot bear it. 

Des. Am 1 that name, lago ? 
hi.go. W’hat name, fair lady ? 

Des. Such as she says my lord did say 
I was. 120 

Emil. He call’d her whore. A beggar in 
his drink 

Could not ha\’e laid such terms upon his 
callat. 

lago. Why did he so ? 

Des. I do not know'; I am sure I am 
none such. 

lago. Do not weep, do not weep. Alas, 

the day ! 125 

Emil. Hath she forsook so many noble 
matches, 

Her father, and her country, and her 

friends, 

To be call'd whore ? Would it not make 
one weep ? 

Des. It is my wretched fortune. 

lago. Beshrew him for’t ! 

How comes this trick upon him ? 

Des. Nay, heaven doth know'. 

Emil. I will be hang’d if some eternal 
villain, 131 

Some busy and insinuating rogue, 

Some cogging, cozening slave, to get some 
office. 

Have not devis’d this slander; I’ll be 
hang’d else, 

lago. Fie, there is no such man ; it is 
impossible. 135 

Des. If any such there be, heaven pardon 
him ! 

Emil. A halter pardon him! and hell 
gnaw his bones! 

Why should he call her w'hore ? Who keeps 
her company ? 

What place, what time, w’hat form, what 
likelihood ? 
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Scene 2] 

The Moor’s abus'd by some outrageous 
knave, 140 

Some base notorious knave, some scurvy 
fellow. 

O heaven, that such companions thou'dst 
unfold. 

And put in every honest hand a whip 
To lash the rascals naked through the world 
Even from the east to the west! 

la^o. Speak within door, m*; 

Emil. O, fie upon them! Some such squire 
he was 

That turn'd your wit the seamy side 
without 

And made you to suspect me with the Moor. 
I ago. You are a fool ; go to. 

Dcs, O God! lago. 

What shall 1 do to win my lord again ? i v 
Good friend, go to him ; for, by this light 
of heaven, 

1 know not how I lost him. Here I kneel. 
If e'er mv will did trespass 'gainst hi,> 
love. 

Either in discourse of thought or actual 
deed, i:.» 

Or that 111 ne eyes, mine cars, or any sense 
Delighted them in any other form. 

Or that I d:> not yet and ever did, 

And ever will -though he do shake me off 
7’o beggarly divorcement—love him dearly. 
Comfort forswear me ! Unkind ness may do 
much: I'-H. 

And his unkindness may defeat my life. 
But never ta nt my love. 1 cannot say 
‘ whore ’; 

It does abhor me now I speak the word ; 

To do the act that might the addition earn. 
Not the world’s mass of vanity could make 
me. 

lago. I pray you be content; 'tis but his 
humour. 

The business of the state does him offence, 
And he does chide with you. 

Des. If 'twere no other! 

lago. It is but so, I warrant. 

[Trumf^fets within. 
Hark how these instruments summon you 
to supper. cn 

The messengers of Venice stay the meat 
Go in, and weep not; all things shall be 
well. 

lExetmt Desdemona and Emilia, 
Enter Roderigo. 

How now, Roderigo I 
Rod. I do not find that thou deal'st justly 
with me, 

lagn. What in the contrary ? 

Rod. Every day thou daff'st me with 
some device, lago ; and rather, as it seems 
to me now, keep'st from me all con- 
venicncy than suppliest me with the least 
advantage of hope. 1 will indeed, no longer 
endure it; nor am I yet persuaded to put | 


up in peace what already 1 have foolishly 
suffer'd. 181 

lago. Will you hear me, Roderigo ? 

Rod. Faith, 1 have heard too much ; for 
your words and performances are no kin 
together. 

lago. You charge me most unjustly. 

Rod. With nought but truth. I have 
wasted myself out of my means. The jewels 
you have had from me to deliver to 
Desdemona would half have corrupted a 
votarist. You have told me she hath 
receiv'd them, and return’d me expcctation.s 
and comfort.s of sudden respect and 
acquaintance ; but I find none. 191 

lago. Well; go to ; very well. 

Rod. Very well ! go to ! I cannot go to, 
man, n^r 'tis not verv well ; by this hand, 
I say 'tis very scurvy, and begin to find 
myself fopt in it. 
lago. Verv well. 

Rod. 1 tell you 'tis not very well. I will 
make niyseil known to Dc.sdemona. If she 
will return me my jewels, I will give over 
my suit and repent my unlawful solicita¬ 
tion ; if not, assure yourself 1 will seek 
satisfaction of you. 

lago. You have said now. 

Rod. Ay, and said nothing but what I 
protest intendment of doing. 

lago. Why, now I see there’s mettle in 
thee; and even from this instant do build 
on thee a better opinion than ever before. 
Give me thy hand, Roderigo. Thou hast 
taken against me a most just exception ; 
but yet, 1 protest, 1 have dealt most 
directly in thy affair. 

Rod. It hath not appear'd. 
lago. 1 grant, indeed, it hath not 
appear'd ; and your suspicion is not with¬ 
out wit and judgment. But, Roderigo, if 
thou hast that in thee indeed, wliich I 
have greater reason to believe now than 
ever—I mean purpose, courage, and 
valour—this night show it; if thou the 
next night following enjoy not Desde¬ 
mona, take me from this world with 
treachery, and devise engines for my life. 

Rod. Well, what is it ? Is it within 
reason and compass ? 218 

lago. Sir, there is especial commission 
come from Venice to depute Cassio in 
Othello’s place. ?.!o 

Rod. Is that true ? Why, then Othello 
and Desdemona return again to Venice. 

lago. O, no; he goes into Mauritania, 
and takclh aw^ay with him the fair Desde¬ 
mona, unless his abode be linger’d here by 
some accident; wherein none can be so 
determinate as the removing of Cassio. :?::•> 
Rod. How do you mean removing of him ? 
lago. Why, by making him uncapable of 
Othello's place—knocking out his brains. 
Rod. And that you would have me to do ? 
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Jago, Ay, an if you dare do yourself a 
profit and right. He sups to-night with a 
harlotry, and thither will I go to him—h 
knows not yet of his honourable fortune 
If you will watch his going thence, which 
I will fashion to fall out between twelve 
and one, you may take him at your pleasure. 
I will be near to second your attempt, an 
he shall fall between us. Come, stand not 
amaz’d at it, but go along with me; 1 
will show you such a necessity in his death 
that you shall think yourself bound to put 
it on him. It is now high supper-time, and 
the night grows to waste. About it. 

Rod. I will hear further reason for this. 
lago. And you shall be satisfied, [Exeunt 

Scene III. Cyprus. The cUadel. 

Enter Othello, Desdemona, Lodovico, 
Emilia, and Attendants. 

Lod. I do beseech you, sir, trouble 
yourself no further. 

0 th. O, pardon me ; *tw 11 do me good to 
walk. 

Lod. Madam, good night; I humbly 
thank your ladyship. 

Des, Your honour is most welcome. 

Olh. Will you walk, sir ? 0> Desdemona ! 
Des. My lord ? 

Olh. Get you to bed on th’ instant; 1 
will be return’d forthwith. Dispatch your 
attendant there. Look *t be done. 

Des. I will, my lord. \Exeuni Othello, 
Lodovico, and Attendants. 
Emil. How goes it now ? He looks gentler 
than he did. lo 

Des. He says he will return incontinent. 
He hath commanded me to go to bed, 

And bade me to dismiss you. 

Emil. Dismiss me! 

Des. It was his bidding ; therefore, good 
Emilia, 

Give me my nightly wearing, and adieu. t 3 
We must not now displease him. 

Emil. I would you had never seen 
him. 

Des. So would not I: my love doth so 
approve him 

That even his stubbornness, his checks, his 
frowns— 

Prithee unpin me—have grace and favour 
in them. 20 

Emil. I have laid those sheets you bade 
me on the bed. 

Des. All’s one. Good faith, how foolish 
are our minds! 

If I do die before thee, prithee shroud me 
In one of these same sheets. 

Emil. Come, come, you talk, 

Des. My mother had a maid call’d 
Barbary: 25 

She was in love; and he she lov’d prov’d 
mad. 


[Act 4 

And did forsake her. She had a song of 
‘ willow ’; 

An old thing ’twas, but it express’d her 
fortune, 

And she died singing it. That song to-night 
Will not go from my mind ; 1 have much 
to do 30 

But to go hang my head all at one side 
And sing it like poor Barbary. Prithee 
dispatch. 

Emil. Shall I go letch your night-gown ? 
Des. No, unpin me here. 

This Lodovico is a proper man. 

Emil. A very han.isome man. 35 

Des. He speaks well. 

Emil. 1 know a lady in Venice would 
have walk’d baieioot to Palestine for a 
touch of his nether lip. 

Des. [Sings] Th? poor soul sat sighing by 
a sycamore tree. 

Sing all a green willow'; 40 

Her hand on her bosom, her head on her 
knee. 

Sing willow, willow, willow. 

The fresh streams ran by her, and murmur’d 
her means ; 

Sing willow, willow', willow ; 

Her salt tears fell from her and soft’ned the 
stones; 45 

Sing willow— 

Lay by these— 

willow, willow.— 

Prithee, hie thee ; he’ll come anon.— 

Sing all a green willow must be my 
garland. 

Let nobody blame him; his scorn I 
approve— 50 

Nay, that’s not next. Hark I who is’t that 
knocks ? 

Emil. It is the wind. 

Des. [Sings] 1 call’d my love false love; 
but what said he then ? 

Sing willow, willow, willow: 

If 1 court moe women, you’ll couch with 
moe men— 55 

So, get thee gone; good night. Mine eyes 
do itch; 

Doth that bode weeping ? 

Emil. ’Tis neither here nor there. 

Des. I have heard it said so. O, these 
men, these men I 

Dost thou in conscience think—tell me, 
Emilia— 

That there be women do abuse their 
husbands 60 

In such gross kind ? 

Emil. There be some such, no question. 
Des. Wouldst thou do such a deed for all 
the world ? 

Emil. Why, would not you ? 

Des, No, by this heavenly light I 

Emil. Nor I neither by this heavenly 
light; 

I might do’t as well i’ th’ dark. 6s 
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Des. Wouldst thou do such a deed for all 
the world ? 

EmiU The world’s a huge thing. 

It is a great price for a small vice. 

Des. Good troth, I think thou wouldst 
not. 

Emil. By my troth, I think I should : 
and undo't when I had done it. Marry, I 
would not do such a thing for a joint-ring, 
nor for measures of lawn, nor for gowns, 
petticoats, nor caps, nor any petty ex¬ 
hibition ; but for all the whole world—ud’s 
pity, who would not make her husband a 
cuckold to make him a monarch ? I should 
venture purgatory for’t. r* 

Des. Beshrew me, if 1 would do such a 
wrong for the whole world. 

Emil. Why, the wrong is but a wrong i’ 
th’ world; and having the world for your 
labour, *tis a wTong in your own world, and 
you might quickly make it right. 

Dis. 1 do not think there is any such 
woman. 

Eltnil. Yes, a dozen ; and as many to th’ 
vantage as would store the w'orki they 
play’d for. 

But I do think it is their husbands’ faults 
If wives do fall. Say that they slack their 
duties, ss 

And pour our treasures into foreign laps ; 
Or else break out in peevish jealousies. 
Throwing restraint upon us ; or say they 
strike us, 

Or scant our former having in despite; 
Why, we hive galls ; and though we have 
some grace, x* 

Yet have we some revenge. Let husbands 
know 

Their wives have sense like them ; they see 
and smell, 

And have their palates both for sweet and 
sour 

As husbands have. What is it that they do 
When they change us for others ? Is it 
sport ? 

I think it is And doth affection breed it ? 
1 think it doth. Is’t frailty that thus errs ? 
It is so too. And have not we affections; 
Desires for sport, and frailty, as men have ? 
Then let tdem use us well; else let them 
know L>v 

The ills we do their ills instruct us so. 

Ves Good night, good night. God me 
such uses send. 

Not to pick bad from bad but by bad 
mend: {Exeunt. 


ACT FIVE 

Scene 1 . Cyprus. A street. 

Enter Iaco and Rodeuigo. 

lago Here, stand behind this bulk; 
straight will he come. 


Wear thy good rapier bare, and put it 
home. 

Quick, quicK ; fear nothing ; I’ll be at thy 
elbow. 

It makes us or it mars us ; think on that. 
And fix most firm thy resolution. > 

Rod. Be near at hand; 1 may miscarry 
in’t. 

lago. Here, at thy hand. Be bold, and 
take thy stand. [W/f/idraws. 

Rod. I have no great devotion to the 
deed ; 

And yet he hath given me satisfying 
reasons— 

’Tis but a man gone. Forth, my sword ; 
he dies. lo 

lago. I have riibb’d this young quat 
almost to the sense. 

And he grows angry. Now, whether be kill 
Cassio 

Or Cassio him, or each do kill the olhe. 
Every way makes my gain. Live Roderigo, 
He calls me to a restitution large js 

Of gold and jewels that 1 bobb’d from him 
As gifts to Desdemona ; 

It must not be. If Cassio do remain, 

He hath a daily beauty in his life 
That makes me ugly ; and besides, the 
Moor ;!o 

May unfo.d me to him; there stand I in 
much peril. 

No, he must die. Be t so. I hear him 
coming. 

Enter Cassio. 

Rod. I knoAv his gait, 'tis he. Villain, 
thou diest ! [Thrusts at Cassio. 

Cas. That thrust had been mine enemy 
indeed 

But that my coat is better than thou 
know’st. 

I w'ill make proof of thine. [Draus, and 
wounds Roderigo. 

Rod, O, 1 am slain ! [lago stabs Cassio 
from behind in the leg, and exit. 

Cas. I am maim’d for ever. Help, ho! 
murder ! murder ! [Falls. 

Enter Othello at a distance. 

Oth. The voice of Cassio. lago keeps his 
word. 

Rod. O, villain that 1 am ! 

Oth. It is even so. 

Cas. O, help, ho I light! a surgeon I 30 

Oth. ’Tis he. O brave lago, honest and 
just. 

That hast such noble sense of thy friend’s 
wrong ! 

Thou teachest me—minion, your dear lies 
dead. 

And your unblest fate hies. Strumpet, I 
come. 

Forth of my heart those charms, thine eyes, 
are blotted; 35 
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Thy bed, lust-stain’d, shall with lust’s blood 
be spotted. [Exit 

Enter Lodovico and Gratiano at a distance 

Cas. What, ho ! No watch ? No passage? 
Murder! murder! 

Gra. ’Tis some mischance; the voice is 
very direful. 

Cas. O, help ! 

Lod. Hark! ic 

Rod. O wretched villain ! 

Lod. Two or three groan. ’Tis heavy 
night; 

These may be counterfeits; let’s think’t 
unsafe 

To come in to the cry without more help. 
Rod. Nobody come ? Then shall 1 bleed 
to death. 

Re-enter I ago with a light. 

Lod. Hark ! 

Gra. Here's one comes in his shirt, with 
light and weapons. 

I ago. Who’s there ? Whose noise is this 
that cries on murder ? 

Lod. We do not know, 
lago. Did not you hear a cry ? 

Cas. Here, here! For heaven’s sake 
help me I 

lago. What’s the matter ? 

Gra. This is Othello's ancient, as 1 take it. 
Lod. The same indeed; a very valiant 
fellow. s 

lago. What are you here that cry so 
grievously ? 

Cas. lago ? O, I am spoil’d, undone by 
villains! 

Give me some help. 5 ? 

lago. O me. Lieutenant! What villains 
have done this ? 

Cos. I think that one of them is here¬ 
about, 

And cannot make away. 

lago. O treacherous villains !— 

[To Lodovico and Gratiano] What are you 
there ? Come in, and give some 
help. 

Rod. O, help me there ! (n 

Cas. That's one of them. 

lago. O murd'rous slave ! O villain ! 

[Slabs Roderigo. 
Rod. O damn’d lago ! O inhuman dog ! 
lago. Kill men i' th' dark ! Where be 
these bloody thieves ? 

How silent is this town : Ho ! murder ! 
murder! 

What may you be ? Are you of good or 
evil ? 

Lod. As you shall prove us, praise us. 
lago. Signior Lodovico ? 

Lod. He, sir. 

lago. I cry you mercy. Here's Cassio 
hurt by villains. 

Gra. Cassio! 70 
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lago. How is't, brother ? 

Cas. My leg is cut in two. 
lago. Marry, heaven forbid ! 

Light, gentlemen. I'll bind it with my 
shirt. 

Enter Bianca. 

Bian. What is the matter, ho ? Who is't 
that cried ? 

lago. Who is't that crit'd 1 75 

Bian. O my dear Cassio ! 

My sweet Cassio ! O Cassio, Cassio, Cassio! 
lago. O notable strumpet! Cassio, may 
you suspect 

Who they should be that have thus 
mangled you ? 

Cas. No. So 

Gra. I am sorry to find you thus; 1 have 
been to seek you. 

logo. Lend me a garter. So. 

O, for a chair, to bear him easily hence! 
Bian. Alas, he faints ! O Cassio, Cassio, 
Cassio ! 

lago. Gentlemen all, I do suspect this 
trash 8a 

To he a party in this injury. 

Patience awhile, good Cassio. Come, 
come; 

Lend me a light. Know we this face or no ? 
Alas, my friend and my dear countryman 
Roderigo ? No—yes, sure ; O heaven ! 

Roderigo. 'vo 

Gra. What, of Venice ? 
lago. Even he, sir ; did you know him ? 
Gra. Know him ! Ay. 

lago. Signior Gratiano ? 1 cry your gentle 
pardon; 

These Moody accidents must excuse my 
manners. 

That so neglected you. 

Gra. I am glad to see you. 95 

lago. How do you, Cassio ?—O, a chair, 
a chair! 

Gra. Roderigo! 

lago. He, he, 'Us he. [A chair brought in. 
O, that's well said ; the chair. 

Some good man bear him carefully from 
hence; 

I’ll fetch the General’s surgeon. [To Bianca] 
For you, mistress, 100 

Save you your labour,—He that lies slain 
here, Cassio, 

Was my dear friend. What malice was 
between you ? 

Cas. None in the world ; nor do 1 know 
the man. 

lago. [To Bianca] What, look you 
pale ?—O, bear him out o' th* air. 
(Cassio and Roderigo are borne off. 
Stay you, good gentlemen.—Look you pale, 
mistress ?— 105 

Do you perceive the gastness of her eye ?— 
Nay, an you stare, we shall hear more 
anon.— 
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Scene 1] 

Behold her well; I pray you look upon her. 
Do you see, gentlemen ? Nay, guiltiness 
will speak 

Though tongues were out of use. nu 

Enter Emilia. 

EmiL 'Las, what’s the matter ? What’s 
the matter, husband ? 

Jago. Cassio hath here been set on in the 
dark 

By Roderigo and fellows that arc 'scap’d. 
He’s almost slain, and Roderigo quite dead. 

EmiL Alas, good gentleman ! Alas, good 
Ca.ssio! 

lago. This is the fruits of whoring. 
Prithee, Emilia, 

Go know ot Cassio where he supp’d to¬ 
night.— 

What, do you shake at that ? 

Biun. He supp’d at my house ; but 1 
therefore shake not. 

lago, O, did he so ? I charge you go 
with me. i.; - 

EmiL Fic, fie upon thee, strumpet! 

Bian. 1 am no strumpet, but of life as 
honest 

As you that thus abuse me. 

EmiL As T ! Imh ! Fie upon thee ! 

Jiigu, Kind gentlemen, let’s go see poor 
Cassio dress'd.— 

Come, mistress, you must tcll's another 
tale. j.:: 

Emilia, run you to the citadel, 

And tell my lord and lady what hath 
happ’d. 

Will you go on afore ? [Aside] This is the 
night 

That either makes me or fordoes me quite. 

[Exeiud. 

Scene II. Cyprus. The citadel, 

Desdemona in her bed. Enter Othello 
with a light, 

Oth, It is the cause, it is the cause, my 
soul — 

Let me not name it to you, you chaste; 

stars— I 

It is the cause. Yet I’ll not shed her blood, 
Nor scar that whiter skin of hers than snow, 
And smooth as monumental alabaster. 

Yet she must die, else she’ll betray more 
men. 

Put out the light, and then put out the 
light. 

If I quench thee, thou flaming minister, 

I can again thy former light restore, 
Should 1 repent me ; but once put out 
thy light, 

Thou cunning's! pattern of excelling 
nature, 

I know not where is that Promethean heat 
That can thy light relume. When 1 have 
pluck'd thy rose. 


1 cannot give it vital growth again ; 

It needs must wither. I'll smell thee on 
the tree. [Ki.ssing her, 15 

O balmy breath, that dost almost persuade 
Justice to break her sword I One more, one 
more. 

Be thus when thou art dead, and I will 
kill thee. 

And love thee after. One more, and that's 
the last: 19 

So sweet was ne’er so fatal. 1 must weep, 
But they are cruel tears. This sorrow’s 
heavenly ; 

It strikes where it doth love. She wakes. 
Des, Who’s there ? Othclio ? 

Ofli. Ay, Desdemona. 

Des, Will you come to bed, my lord ? 
Oth, Have you pray’d to-night, Desde¬ 
mona ? 25 

Des. Ay, my lord. 

Oth, If you bethink yourself of any crime 
Unreconcil’d as yet to heaven and grace. 
Solicit for it straight. 

Des, Alack, my lord, 

Wuat may you mean by that ? 30 

Oth. Well, do it, and be brief; I will 
walk by. 

I would not kill thy unprepared spirit; 

No, heaven forfend!— I would not kill 
thy soul. 33 

Des. Talk you of killing ? 

Oih. Ay, I do. 

Des, Then heaven 

Have mercy on me ! 

Oth, Amen, with all my heart I 

Des. If you say so, I hope you will not 
kill me. 

Oih. Humh I 

Des. And yet I fear you ; for you’re 
fatal then to 

When your eyes roll so. Why I should fear 
1 know not, 

Since guiltiness I know not; but yet I feel 
I fear. 

Oth. Think on thy sins. 

Des, They are loves I bear to you. 
Oth. Ay, and for that thou diest. 

Des. That death’s unnatural that kills for 
loving. 45 

Alas, why gnaw you so your nether lip ? 
Some bloody passion shakes your very 
frame. 

These are portents ; but yet I hope, 1 hope. 
They do not point on me. 

Oth. Peace, and be still. 

Des. I will so. What’s the matter ? 50 
Oih, That handkerchief which I so lov’d 
and gave thee 
Thou gav’st to Cassio, 

Des. No, by my life and soul 1 

Send for the man and ask him, 

Oih. Sweet soul, take heed, 

l ake heed of perjury ; thou art on thy 
death-l)cd. 
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Des. Ay, but not yet to die. 

Oth, Yes, presently. 5 .^ 

Therefore confess thee freely of thy sin ; 
For to deny each article with oath 
Cannot remove nor choke the strong con¬ 
ception 

That 1 do groan withal. Thou art to die. s' 
Des. Then, Lord have mercy on me! 
Oth, I say, amen 

Des. And have you mercy too ! 1 never 
did 

Oifend you in my life ; never lov'd Cassio 
But with such general warranty of heaven 
As I might love. I never gave him token. 
Oth. By heaven, 1 saw my handkerchiel 
in’s hand. 0 ^. 

O perjur’d woman! thou dost stone my 
heart. 

And mak’st me call what I intend to do 
A murder, which I thought a sacrifice. 

1 saw the handkerchief. 

Des, He found it, then ; 

1 never gave it him. Send for him hither ; 
Let him confess a truth. 

Oth. He hath confess'd. 7 • 

Des. What, my lord ? 

Oth. That he hath—ud’s death!— 
us’d thee. 

Des. How ? unlaw’fully ? 

Oth. Ay. 

Des. He will not say so. 

Oth. No, his mouth is stopp’d ; 

Honest lago hath ta'en order for’t. :<• 
Des. O, my fear interprets ! What, is he 
dead ? 

Oth. Had all his hairs been lives, my 
great revenge 

Had stomach for them all. 7 ) 

Des. Alas, he is betray’d, and I undone ! 
Oth. Out, strumpet I Weep’st thou for 
him to my face ? 

Des. O, banish me, my lord, but kill me 
not! 

Oth. Down, strumpet. 

Des. Kill me to-morrow ; let me live to¬ 
night. 

Oth. Nay, an you strive— fi' 

Des. But half an hour! 

Oth. Being done, there is no pause. 

Des. But while 1 say one prayer! 

Oth. It is too late. [Smodiers her. 

Des. O Lord, Lord. Lord ! 

Emil. [Within] My lord, my lord! 

what, ho ! my lord, my lord ! 

Oth. What vcice is this ? Not dead ? not 
yet quite dead 7 

1 that am cruel am yet merciful; 

I would not have thee linger in thy pain. 
So, so. 

Emi!. [Within] What, ho! my lord, my 
lord! 

Oth. Who's there ? 

Emil. [Within] O, good my lord, Td 
speak a word with you! 


[Act 5 

Oth. Yes—’tis Emilia—by and by. She's 
dead. 

'Tis like she comes to speak of Cassia’s 
death; 93 

The noise was high. Ha ! no more moving 7 
Still as the grave. Shall she come in 7 
Were’t good 7 

1 think she stirs again. No. What’s the 
best 7 

If she come in she’ll sure speak to my wife. 
My wife ! my wife ! what wife ? I have no 
wife. loo 

O insupportable ! O heavy hour ! 
Methinks it should be now a huge eclipse 
Of sun and moon, and that th' affrighted 
globe 

Did yawn at alteration. 

Emil. (Within] I do beseech you that 
I may speak with you. O good my 
lord ! I O', 

Oth. I had forgot thee: O, come in. 
Emilia. 

Soft, by and by. Let me the curtains draw. 
Where art thou 7 [Unlocks the door. 

Enter Emiu\. 

What’s the matter with thee now ? 

Emil. O, my good lord, yonder’s foul 
murders done! 

01/j. What, now ? nc 

Emil. But now, my lord. 

Oth. It is the very error of the moon ; 
She comes more nearer earth than she was 
wont. 

And makes men mad. 

Emil. Cassio, my lord, hath kill’d a young 
Venetian 115 

Call'd Roderigo. 

Oth. Roderigo kill’d! 

And Cassio kill'd ! 

Emil. No, Cassio, is not kill’d. 

Oth. Not Cassio kill'd ! Then murder’s 
out of tune, 

And sweet revenge grows harsh. 

Des. O, falsely, falsely murder’d ! 

Emil. O Lord, what cry is that 7 

Oth. That! what ? 

Emil. Out and alas! that was my lady's 
voice. 

Help! help, ho! help ! O lady, speak 
again! 

Sweet Desdemona! O sweet mistress, 
speak ! 

Des. A guiltless death I die. 

Emil. O, who hath done this deed 7 

Des. Nobody. I myself. Farewell. 
Commend me to my kind lord. O, farewell I 

[She dies, 

Oth, Why, how should she be murd’red 7 

Emil, Alas, who knows ? 

Oth. You heard her say herself it was 
not I. 130 

Emil, She said so. I must needs report 
a truth. 
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Scene 2] 


0th. She’s like a liar gone to burning 
hell: 

'Twas I that kill'd her, 

Emil. O, the more angel she, 

And you the blacker devil! 

0th. She turn’d to folly, and she was a 
whore. ir> 

Emil. Thou dost belie her, and thou art 
a devil. 

Oth. She was l^lsc as water. 

Emil. rhou art rash as fire to say 

That she was false. O, she was heavenly 
true! 

Oth. Cassio did top her ; ask thy husband 
else. I ■•I 

O, I were damn’d beneath all depth in hell 
But that I did proceed upon just grounds 
To this extremity. Thv husband knew 
it all. 

Emil. My husband ! 

Oth. Thy huslvand. 

Emil. That she was false to wedlock ? n -. 

Oth. Ay, with Cassio, Nay, had she been 
true. 

If heaven would make me such another 
world 

Of one entire and perfect chrysolite, 

I'd not have sold her for it, 

Emil. My husband ! 

Oth. Ay, 'twas he that told me on her 
first, iM' 

.An honest man he is, and hates the slime 
That sticks on filthy deeds, 

Emil. My husband ! 

Oth. What needs this iterance, woman ? 
1 say thy husband, 

Emil. O mistress, villainy hath made 
mocks with love! 

Mv husband say that she was false! 

Olh. He, woman ; 

1 say thy husband ; dost understand the 
word 1 

My friend, thy husband—honest, honest 
lago. 

Emil. If he say so, may his pernicious 
soul 

Rot half a grain a day! He lies to th’ 
heart. 

She was too fond of her most filthy bargain. 

Oth. Ha 1 «•» 

Emil. Do thy worst: 

This deed of thine is no more worthy 
heaven 

Than thou wast worthy her. 

Oth. Peace, you were best. 

Emil. Thou hast not half that power to 
do me harm « " 

As I have to be hurt. O gull I O dolt! 

As ignorant as dirt! Thou hast done a 
deed— 

I care not for thy sword; 1*11 make thee 
known, 

Though I lost twenty lives. Help! help, 
ho! help 1 


The Moor hath kill'd my mistress ! Murder! 
murder I 170 

Enter Mont/\no, GraTiano, Iaco, and 
Others. 

Mon. What is the matter ? How now. 
General! 

Emil. O, are you come, lago ? You have 
done well, 

That men must lay their murders on your 
neck. 

Gra. What is the matter ? 

Emil. Disprove this villain, if thou be'st 
a man : i 7 :> 

He says thou told'st him that his wife was 
false. 

I know thou didst not; thou’rt not such a 
villain. 

Speak, for my heart is full, 

lago. I told him what I thought, and told 
no more 

Than what he found himself was apt and 
true. j8o 

Emil. But did you ever tell him she was 
false ? 
lago. 1 did. 

Emil. You told a lie—an odious, damned 
lie. 

Upon my soul, a lie—a wicked lie. 

She false with Cassio ! Did you say with 
Cassio ? iS '5 

lago. With Cassio, mistress. Go to, 
charm your tongue. 

Emil. 1 will not charm my tongue ; I am 
bound to speak: 

My mistress here lies murdered in her bed. 
All. O heavens forfend ! 

Emil. And your reports have set the 
murder on. 1,0 

Oth. Nay, stare not, masters : it is true, 
indeed. 

Gra. 'Tis a strange truth. 

Mon. O monstrous act! 

Emil. Villainy, villainy, villainy ! 

1 think iipon't. 1 think—1 smell’t. O 
villainy ! 

I thought so then. I’ll kill myself for 
prief. 195 

O villainy, villainy ! 

lago. What, are you mad ? I charge you 
get you home. 

Emil. Good gentlemen, let me have leave 
to speak. 

’Tis proper 1 obey him, but not now. 

l^erchance, lago, I will ne’er go home. 200 
Oth. 01 01 01 I Falls on the bed. 

Emil. Nay, lay thee down and roar ; 

For thou hast kill’d the sweetest innocent 

That e’er did lift up eye, 

Oth. [Rising] O, she was foul! 

I scarce did know you, uncle. There lies 
your niece. 

Whose breath indeed these hands have 
newly stopp’d. 205 
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1 know this act shows horrible and grinu 

Gm. Poor Desdemona ! I am glad thy 
father's dead. 

Thy match was mortal to him, and pure 
grief 

Shore his old thread atwain. Did he live 
now. 

This sight would make him do a desperate 
turn, 

Yea, curse his better angel from his side. 
And fall to reprobance. 

Oth. Tis pitiful; but yet lago knows 
That she with Cassio hath the act of shame 
A thousand times committed; Cassie 
confess’d it; 21 ^ 

And she did gratify his amorous works 
With that recognizance and pledge of love 
Which I first gave her; I saw it in his 
hand. 

It was a handkerchief, an antique token 
My father gave my mother. 

Emil. O God ! O heavenly God ! 

Jago. Zounds, hold your peace. 

Emil. 'Twill out, ‘twill out. I, peace! 
No, I w'ill speak as liberal as the north. 
Let heaven and men and devils, let them all, 
All, all, cry shame against me, yet I’ll 
speak. 

lago. Be wise, and get you home. 

Emil. 1 wall not. 

[lago olJers to stab his uifa. 

Gra. I ie ! Your sword upon a woman ? 

Emil. O thou dull Moor ! That hand¬ 
kerchief thou speak’st of 
I found by fortune, and did give my 
husband ; 

For often with a solemn earnestness— 2 
More than indeed belong’d to such a trifle— 
He begg'd of me to steal it. 

lago. Villainous whore! 

Emil. She give it Cassio I No, alas, I 
found it. 

And I did give’t my husband. 

lago. Filth, thou licst. 

Emil. By heaven, 1 do not, 1 do not, 
gentlemen. 2 s'; 

O murderous coxcomb ! What should such 
a fool 

Do with so good a wife ? [The Moor runs 
at lago: Montano and others disarm 
the Moor, lago kills his wife and escapes. 

Oth. Are there no stones in heaven but 
what serves for the thunder ? Precious 
villain! 

Gra. The woman falls; sure he hath 
kill’d his wife. 

Emil. Ay, ay. O, lay me by my mistress’ 
side. 

Gra. He’s gone, but his wife’s kill’d. 

Mon. ’Tis a notorious villain. Take you 
this weapon, 

Which I have here recover’d from the Moor, 
Come, guard the door without; let him 
not pass, I 


[Act 5 

But kill him rather. I’ll after that same 
villain, 245 

For ’tis a damned slave. 

[Exeunt Montano, Grailano, and others. 

Oth. I am not valiant neither— 

But every puny whipster gets my sword. 
But why should honour outlive honesty ? 
Let it go all. 

Emil. What did thy song bode, lady? 
Hark, canst thou hear me ? 1 will play the 
swan, 2.so 

And die in music. [S'fjigs] Willow, willow, 
willow.— 

Moor, she was chaste ; she lov’d thee, cruel 
Moor; 

So come my soul to bliss, as 1 speak true ; 
So speaking as 1 think, alas, 1 die. 

|S/ie dies. 

Oth. 1 have another weapon in this 
chamber; 2^5 

It was a sword of Spain, the ice-brook’s 
temper. 

O, here it is. Uncle. I must come forth. 

Gra. [VVidiinj If thou attempt it, it will 
cost thee dear ; 

Thou hast no weapon, and perforce must 
sutler. 

Oth. Look in upon me. then, and speak 
with me, 260 

Or, naked as 1 am, I will assault thee. 

Re-enter Gratian’o. 

Gra. What is the matter ? 

Oth. Behold, I have a weapon ; 

A better never did itself sustain 
Upon a soldier’s thigh. 1 have seen the day 
That with this little arm and this good 
sword 

I have made my way through more 
impediments 

Than twenty times your stop. But, O vain 
boast 1 

Who can control his fate ? ’Tis not so now. 
Be not afraid though you do sec me 
weapon’d; 

Here is my journey’s end, here is my butt, 
And very sea-mark of my utmost sail. 

Do you go back dismay’d ? ’Tis a lost fear ; 
Man but a rush against Othello’s breast, 
And he retires. Where should Othello go ? 
Now% how dost thou look now ? O ill- 
star r’d wench! 275 

Pale as thy smock I When w’e shall meet at 
compt, 

lliis look of thine will hurl my soul from 
heaven. 

And fiends will snatch at it. Cold, cold, my 
girl! 

Even like thy chastity. O cursed, cursed 
slave! 

Whip me, ye devils, 280 

From the possession of this heavenly sight. 
Blow me about in winds, roast me In 
sulphur. 
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Scene 2] 

Wash me in steep-down gulfs of liquid fire 
O Dcsdemona ! Dead 1 Desdemona! Dead 
DIG! 28 

Enkr Lodovico, Montano, Cassio carrUd 
in a chair, and Officers, unlh Iaco prisoner 

Lod, Where is this rash and most un¬ 
fortunate man ? 

That’s he that was Othello—here 
1 am. 

Lod. Where is that viper ? Bring the 
villain fortli. 

0th. I look down towards his feet—but 
that's a fable. 2 -; 

U that thou be’st a devil, I cannot kill thee. 

[Wofou/s la*rio. 

Lod. Wrench his sword from him. 

lago. I bleed, sir ; but not kill’d. 

Otii. I am not sorry iieithci : I’d have 
thee live ; 

For, in mv sense, ’tis happiness to die. 

Lod. O thou Othello, that was once so 
good, 

Fall’n in the practice of a damned slave, 
What shall be said to thee ? 

Oih. VVhy, any thing : 

An honourable murderer, if you will : 

For nought I did in hate, but all in honour, 

Lod. Tiiis wretch hath part confess’d his 
villainy. 2 :m; 

Did you and ho consent in Cassio’s death ! 

Oih. Ay. 

Ca.s. Dear General, 1 never gave you 
cause. 

Oih. 1 do believe it, and I ask your 
pardon. 

Will you, I pray, demand that demi-devil 
Why he hath thus ensnar’d my soul and 
body ? 

lago. Demand me nothing. What you 
know, you know. 

From this time forth I never will speak 
word. 

Lod. What, not to pray ? 

Gra. T orments will ope your lips. 

Oih. Well, thou dost best. 

Lod. Sir, you shall understand w'hat hath 
befall’n, 310 

Which, as I think, you know not. Here is 
a letter 

Found in the pocket of the slain Roderigo ; 
And here another: the one of them 

imports 

The death of Cassio to be undertook 
By Roderigo. 3 vs 

Oih. O villain ! 

Cas. Most heathenish and most gross ! 

Lod. Now here's another discontented 
paper, 

Found in his pocket too ; and this, it seems, 
Roderigo meant t' have sent this damned 
villain; 

But that, belike, lago in the nick 320 

Came in and satisfied him, 

38 


Oih. O thou pernicious caitiff 1 

How came you, Cas 3 io, by that hand¬ 
kerchief 

That was my wife’s ? 

Cas. I found it in my chamf er ; 

And he himself confess’d it even now 
That there he dropp’d it for a special 
purpose 

Which wrought to his desire. 

Oih. O fool! fool 1 fool 1 

Cas. There i'i besides in Roderigo’s letter. 
How he upbraids lago (hat he made him 
Brave me upon the watch ; whereon it 
came 

That I was cast : and even but now he 
spake, 33 .) 

After lom?; seeming dead, lago hurt him, 
lago set him on. 

Lod, You must forsake this room and go 
with us. 

Your power and your command is taken off, 
And CasSio rules in Cyprus. I^'or this slave. 
If there be any cunning cruelty 3 v:. 

Thai can torment him much and hold him 
long. 

It shall be his. You shall close prisoner rest 
Till that the nature of your fault he known 
To the V’enctian state. Come, l>ring away. 
Oih. Soft vou ; a word or two before 
you go. 341 

1 have done the state some service, and 
they know’’t— 

No more ol that. I pray vou, in your 
letters, 

When you shall these unlucky deeds relate, 
Speak of me as I am ; nothing extenuate, 
Nor set down aught in malice. Then must 
you speak 34 '> 

Of one chat lov’d not wisely, but too w^eil : 
Of one not easily jealous, but. being 
wrought, 

Perplexed in the extreme; of one whose 
hand, 349 

Like the base Indian, threw a pearl away 
Richer than all his tribe ; of one whose 
subdu’d eyes, 

Albeit unused to the melting mood. 

Drops tears as fast as the Arabian trees 
Their mccl'cin. b’e gum. Set you down this: 
And sav besides tliat in Aleppo once. 355 
Where a malignant and a lurban’d Turk 
Beat a Venetian and traduc’d the state, 

I took by th’ throat the circumcised dog, 
And smote him—thus. [He stabs himself. 

Lod. O bloody period ! 

Gra. All that is spoke is marr’d. sf>o 
Oih. I kiss’d thee ere I kill’d thee. No 
way but this— 

Killing my seif, to die upon a kiss. 

f Falls on the bed and dies. 
Cas. This did I fear, but thought he had 
no w^eapon; 

For he was great of heart. 

Lod. [To lago] O Spartan dog, 
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More fell than anguish, hunger, or the sea ! 
Look on the tragic loading of this bed. 36G 
This is thy work.—The object poisons 
sight; 

Let it be hid. Gratiano, keep the house. 
And seize upon the fortunes of the Moor, 
For they succeed on you. To you. Lord 
Governor. 370 


[Act 5 


Remains the censure of this hellish 
villain; 

The time, the place, the torture—O, enforce 
it! 

Myself will straight aboard; and to the 
state 

This heavy act with heavy heart relate. 

{Exeunt, 
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The Scene : The Roman Empire, 


ACT ONE 

Sci'NE I. Alexandria, Cleopatra's palace. 
Enter Demetrius atid Philo. 

Phi. Nay, but this dotage of our general’s 
O'erflows the measure. Those his goodly 
eyes, 

That o’er the files and musters of the war 
Have glow'd like plated Mars, now bend, 
now turn, 

The office and devotion of their view 
Upon a tawny front. His captain’s heart. 
Which in the scuffles of great fights hath 
burst 

The buckles on his breast, reneges all 
temper, 

And is become the bellows and the fan 
To cool a gipsy's lust. 

Flourish. Enter Antony, Cleopatra, her 
Ladies, the Train, with Eunuchs fanning 
her. 

Look where they come ! 
Take but good note, and you shall see in 
him 11 

The triple pillar of the world transform’d 
Into a strumpet’s fool. Behold and see. 
Cleo. If it be love indeed, tell me how 
much. 

Ant. There's beggary in the love that can 
be reckon'd. 15 

Cleo, I'll set a bourn how far to be 
belov'd. 


Ant. Then must thou needs find out new 
heav'cn, new earth. 

Belter a Messenger. 

Mess. News, my good lord, from Rome. 

Awf. Grates me the sum. 

Cleo, Nay, hear them, Antony. 1 > 

Fiilvia perchance is angry ; or who knows 

If the scarce-bearded Caesar have not sent 

His pow’rful mandate to you: ‘ Do this 
or this ; 

Take in that kingdom and enfranchise that; 

Perform't, or else wc damn thee *. 

Ant, How', my love ? 

Cleo. Perchance ? Nay, and most like, 2s 

You must not stay here longer; your 
dismission 

Is come from Osar; therefore hear it, 
Antony. 

Where's Fulvia's process ? Caesar’s I would 
say ? Both ? 

Call in the messengers. As I am Egypt's 
Queen, 

Thou blushest, Antony, and that blood of 
thine 3t> 

Is Cajsar's homager. Else so thy check 
pays shame 

When shrill-tongu’d Fulvia scolds. The 
messengers! 

Anf. Let Rome in Tiber melt, and the 
wide arch 

Of the rang’d empire fall I Here is my 
space. 34 

Kingdoms are clay ; our dungy earth alike 
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Feeds beast as man. 'I'he nobleness of life 
Is to do thus [embracingj, when such a 
mutual pair 

And such a twain can do*t, in which 1 
bind, 

On pain of punishment, the world to weet 
We stand up peerless. 

Cleo. Excellent falsehood 1 4^^ 

Why did he marry Fiilvia, and not love her? 
ril si'ern the fool I am not. Antony 
Will be himself. 

Aid. But stirr’d by Cleopatra. 

Now for the love of Love and her soft 
hours. 

Let’s not confound the time with con¬ 
ference harsh; 4S 

There’s not a minute of our lives should 
stretch 

Without some pleasure now. What sport 
to-night ? 

Cho, Hear the ambassadors. 

Ant. Fie, wrangling queen ! 

Whom everything becomes—to chide, to 
laugh, 4 

To weep ; w hose every passion fully strives 
To make itself in thee lair and admir’d. 
No messenger but thine, and all alone 
To-night we’IJ wander through the streets 
and note 

The qualities of people. Come, my queen ; 
Last night you did desire it. &!pcak not 
to us. r;-’ 

{Lxeunf Antony and Cleopatra, uith 
the Train. 

Dem. Is Ca'sar with Antonius priz’d so 
slight ? 

Phi. Sir, sometimes when he is not 
Antony, 

He comes too short of that great property 
Which still should go with Antony. 

Dem. 1 am full sorrt^ 

That he approves the common liar, who fx. 
Thus speaks of him at Rome; but I will 
hope 

Of better deeds to-morrow. Rest you 
happy I [Exeunt. 

SciiNK 11. Alexandria. Cleopatra's palace. 

Enter Charmian, Iras, Alhxas, and a 
Soothsayer. 

Char. Lord Alexas, sweet Aiexas, most 
anything Alexas, almost most absolute 
Alexas, where’s the soothsayer that you 
prais d so to th' Queen ? O that 1 knew 
this husband, which you say must charge 
his horns with garlands 1 5 

Alex. Soothsayer! 

Sooth, Your w ill ? 

Char. Is this the man ? Ls’t you, sir, that 
know things ? 

Sooth. In nature’s infinite book of secrecy 
A little 1 can read. 

Alex. Show him your band. w 
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Enter Enobarbus. 

Eno. Bring in the banquet quickly; 
wine enough 

Cleopatra's health to drink. 

Char. Good sir, give me good fortune. 
Sooth. I make not, but foresee. 

Char. Pray, then, foresee me one. 15 
Sooth. You shall be yet far fairer than 
you are. 

Char. He means in flesh. 

Iras. No, you shall paint when you are 
old. 

Char. Wrinkles forbid ! 

! Alex. Vex not his prescience; be 
attentive. 20 

Char. Hush ! 

Sooth. You shall be more beloving than 
beloved. 

Char. 1 had rather heat my liver with 
drinking. 

Alex. iVay, hear him. 24 

Char. Good now, some excellent fortune ! 
Let me be married to three kings in a fore¬ 
noon, and widow them ail. Ixt me have a 
child at fifty, to whom Herod of Jewry may 
dv> homage. Find me to marry me with 
Oclavius C?esar, and companion me with 
my mistress. 

Sooth. You shall outlive the lady whom 
you serve. 30 

Char. O. excellent! 1 love long life better 
than figs. 

Sooth. You have seen and prov’d a fairer 
former fortune 

Than that which is to approach. 

Char. Then belike my children shall have 
no i,ames. Prithee, how many boys and 
wenches must I have ? 35 

Sooth. If every of your wishes had a 
womb, 

And fertile every wish, a million. 

Char. Out, fool! 1 forgive thee for a 
witch. 

.Alex. You think none but your sheets are 
privy to your wishes. .10 

Char. Nay, come, tell Iras hers. 

Akx. We’ll know all our fortunes. 

Eno. Mine, and most of our fortunes, 
to-night, shall be—drunk to bed. 

Iras. There’s a palm presages chastity, 
if nothing else. 45 

Char. E en as the o’erflowing Nilus 
prc.‘;ageth famine. 

Jras. Go, you wild bedfellow, you cannot 
sooth.say. 

Char. Nay, if an oily palm be not a 
fruitful prognostication, I cannot scratch 
mine ear. Prithee, tell her hut a worky-day 
fortune. so 

Sooth. Your fortunes are alike. 

Iras. But how, but how 7 Give me 
particulars. 

Sooth. 1 have said. 
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Iras. Am I not an inch of fortune better 
than she ? 

Char. Well, if you were but an inch of 
fortune better than I, where would you 
choose it ? 50 

Iras. Not in my husband's nose. 

Char. Our worser thoughts heavens 
mend! Alcxas—come, his fortune, his 
fortune! O, let him marry a woman that 
cannot go, sweet Isis, 1 beseech thee I And 
let her die too, and give him a worse! And 
let worse follow w'orse, till the worst of all 
follow him laughing to his grave, fiftyfold 
a cuckold ! Good Isis, hear me this prayer, 
though thou deny me a matter of more 
weight ; good Isis, 1 beseech thee ! <*i 

Iras. Amen. Dear goddess, hear that 
prayer of the people ! For, as it is a heart¬ 
breaking to see a handsome man loose- 
wiv’d, so it is a deadly sorrow to behold 
a foul knave iincuckoldcd. Therefore, dear 
Isis, keep decorum, and fortune him 
accordingly I 

Char. Amen. 7 

Alex. Lo now, if it lay in their hands to 
make me a cuckold, they w'ould make 
themselves whores but they’Id do’t! 

Enter Cleopatra. 

Eno. Hush ! Here comes Antony. 

Char. Not he ; the Queen. 

C/co. Saw you my lord ? 

Eno. No, lady. 

Cleo. Was he not here ? 

Char. No, madam. 

Cleo. He was dispos’d to mirth ; but on 
the sudden 

A Roman thought hath struck him. Eno- 
barbiis! «<■ 

Eno. Madam ? 

Cleo. Seek him, and bring him hither. 
Where’s Alexas ? 

Alex. Here, at your service. My lord 
approaches. 

Enter Antony, with a Messenger and 
Attendants. 

Cleo. We will not look upon him. Go 
with us. [Exeunt Cleopatra, Eno- 
barbus, ami the rest. 

Mess. Fulvia thy wife first came into the 
field. S:, 

Ant. Against my brother Lucius ? 

Mess. Ay. 

But soon that war had end, and the time’s 
state 

Made friends of them, jointing their force 
'gainst Caisar, 

Whose better issue in the war from Italy 90 
Upon the first encounter drave them. 

Ant. Well, wliat worst ? 

Mess. The nature of bad news infects the 
teller. 


Anf. When it concerns the fool or 
coward. On! 

Things that are past are done with me. 
'Tis thus : 

Who tells me true, though in his tale lie 
death, 95 

I hear him as he flatter’d. 

Mess. Labienus— 

This is stiff news—hath with his Parthian 
force 

Extended Asia from Euphrates, 

His conquering banner shook from Syria 
To Lydia and to Ionia, 100 

Whilst— 

Anf. Antony, thou wouldst say. 

Mess. O, my lord ! 

Anf. Speak to me home ; mince not the 
general tongue ; 

Name Cleopatra as she is call’d in Rome. 
Rail thou in Fulvia’s phrase, and taunt my 
faults 

With such full licence as both truth and 
malice 105 

Have power to utter. O, then we bring 
forth weeds 

When our quick minds lie still, and our ills 
told us 

Is as our earing. Fare thee w'ell awhile. 

Mess. At your noble pleasure. |Exif. 

Anf. From Sicyon, ho, the news ! Speak 
there I no 

1 Aff. The man from Sicyon—is there 

such an one ? 

2 Aff. He stays upon your will. 

Anf. Let him appear. 

These strong Egyptian fetters I must break, 
Or lose myself in dotage. 

Enter another Messenger with a letter. 

What arc you ? 

2 Mess. Fulvia thy wife is dead. 

Ant. Where died she ? 

2 Mess. In Sicyon. ri6 

Her length of sickness, with what else more 
serious 

Importeth thee to know, this bears. 

[Gives the letter. 

Ant. Forbear me. 

[Exif Mcsse»iger. 
There's a great spirit gone! Thus did I 
desire it. 

What our contempts doth often hurl from 
us 150 

We wish it ours again ; the present pleas¬ 
ure. 

By revolution low'ring, docs become 
The opposite of itself. She’s good, being 
gone; 

The hand could pluck her back that shov’d 
her on. 

I must from this enchanting queen break 
off. 153 

Ten thousand harms, more than the ills I 
know, 
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My idleness doth hatch. How now, 
Enobarbus ! 

Re-enter Enobarbus* 

Eno. What's your pleasure, sir ? 

Ant, I must with haste from hence. 

Eno, Why, then we kill all our women. 
We see how mortal an unkindness is to 
them ; if they sutler our departure, death’s 
the word, 13- 

Ant, 1 must be gone. 

Eno, Under a compelling occasion, let 
women die. It were pity to cast them away 
for nothing, though between them and a 
great cause they should be esteemed noth¬ 
ing. Cleopatra, catching but the least noise 
of this, dies instantly ; 1 have seen her die 
twenty times upon far poorer moment. I 
do think there is mettle in death, which 
commits some loving act upon her, she hath 
such a celerity in dying. 14'^ 

Aid. She is cunning past man’s thought. 

Eno, Alack, sir, no! Her passions arc 
made of nothing but the finest part of pure 
love, Wc cannot call her winds and waters 
sighs and tears; they are greater storms 
and tempests than almanacs can report. 
This cannot be cunning in her; if it be, she 
makes a show’r of rain as well as Jove. 

Ant. Would I had never seen her I 147 

Eno, O sir, you had then left unseen a 
wonderful piece of work, which not to have 
been blest withal would have discredited 

your travel. 13-^ 

Ant. Fulvia is dead, 

Eno. Sir ? 

Ant. Fulvia is dead. 

Eno, Fulvia ? 

Ant. Dead. 13:^ 

Eno, Why, sir, give the gods a thankful 
sacrifice. When it pleaseth their deities to 
take the wife of a man from him, it shows 
to man the tailors of the earth ; comforting 
therein that when old robes are worn out 
there arc members to make new. If there 
were no more women but Fulvia, then had 
you indeed a cut, and the case to be 
lamented. This grief is crown’d with con¬ 
solation : your old smock brings forth a 
new petticoat; and indeed the tears live 
in an onion that should water this sorrow. 

Anf. The business she hath broached in 
the state i(.3 

Cannot endure my absence. 

Eno, And the business you have broach’d 
here cannot be without you ; especially 
that of Cleopatra’s, which wholly depends 
on your abode. 

Ant, No more light answers. Let our 
officers 170 

Have notice what wc purpose. I shall 
break 

The cause of our expedience to the Queen, i 
And get her leave to part. For not alone i 


[Act 1 

The death of Fulvia, with more urgent 
touches. 

Do strongly speak to us; but the letters 
too 175 

Of many our contriving friends in Rome 
Petition us at home. Sextus Pompeius 
Hath given the dare to Caesar, and com¬ 
mands 

The empire of the sea ; our slippery people. 
Whose love is never link’d to the deserver 
Till his deserts are past, begin to throw 
Pompey the Great and all his dignities 18.? 
Upon his son ; who, high in name and 
power, 

Higher than both in blood and life, stands 
up 

For the mam soldier ; whose quality, going 
on, 183 

The sides o’ th’ world may danger. Much 
is breeding 

Which, like the courser’s hair, hath yet but 
life 

And not a serpent’s poison. Say our 
pleasure, 

To such whose place is under us, requires 
Our quick remove from hence. 190 

Em, I shall do’t. [Exeunt, 

Scene III. AUxandria. Cleopatra’s palace. 

Enter Cleopatra, Charmian, Iras, and 
Alexas. 

Cko, Where is he ? 

Char, I did not sec him since. 

Cleo, See where he is, wlio’s witii him, 
what he docs. 

I did not send you. If you find him sad, 
Say I am dancing ; if in mirth, report 
That I am sudden sick. Quick, and return. 

[Exit Alexas, 

Char, Madam, methinks, if you did love 
him dearly, c> 

You do not hold the method to enforce 
The like from him. 

Cleo, What should I do I do not ? 

Char, In each thing give him way ; cross 
him in nothing. 

Cleo, Thou teachest like a fool—the way 
to lose him. 10 

Char. Tempt him not so too far ; I wish, 
forbear ; 

In time we hate that which we often fear. 

Enter Antony, 

But here comes Antony. 

Cleo, 1 am sick and sullen. 

Ant, I am sorry to give breathing to my 
purpose— 

Cleo. Help me away, dear Chamrian ; I 
shall fall. IS 

It cannot be thus long; the sides of nature 
Will not sustain it. 

Anf. Now, my dearest queen— 

Cleo, Pray you, stand farther from me. 
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Scene 3] 

Ant. What's the matter ? 

Cleo. I know by that same eye there’s 
some good news. 

What says the married woman ? You may 
go. 

Would she had never given you leave to 
come ! 

Let her not say ’tis I that keep you here 
I have no power upon you; hers you 
are. 

Ant. The gods best know— 

Cleo. O, never was there queen 

So mightily betray'd I Yet at the first 25 
1 saw the treasons planted. 

Ant. Cleopatra— 

Cleo. Why should 1 think you can be 
mine and true, 

Though you in swearing shake the throned 
gods, 

Who have been false to Fulvia ? Riotous 
madness. 

To be entangled with those mouth-made 
vows, 3*' 

Which br<‘ak themselves in swearing ! 

Ant. Most sweet queen— 

Cleo. Nay, pray you seek no colour for 
your going. 

But bid farewell, and go. When you sued 
staying, 

Then was the time for words. No going 
then! 

Eternity w'as in our lips and eyes, 35 
Bliss in cur brows' bent, none our parts 
so poor 

But was a race of heaven. They are so still, 
Or thou, the greatest soldier of the world. 
Art turn'd the greatest liar. 

Ant. How now, lady ! 

Cleo. I would I had thy inches. Thou 
shouldst know .10 

There were a heart in Egypt. 

Ant. Hear me. Queen ; 

The strong necessity of time commands 
Our services aw'hiie ; but my full heart 
Remains in use with you. Our Italy 
Shines o'er with civil swords: Sextus 
Pompeiiis 45 

Makes his approaches to the port of Rome ; 
Equality of two domestic powers 
Breed scrupulous faction; the hated, 
grown to strength. 

Are newly grown to love. The condemn’d 
Pompey, 

Rich in his father's honour, creeps apace so 
Into the hearts of such as have not thrived 
Upon the present state, whose numbers 
threaten; 

And quietness, grown sick of rest, would 
purge 

By any desperate change. My more 
particular, 

And that which most with you should safe 
my going, 55 

1$ Fulvia’s death, i 


Cleo. Thougli age from folly could not 
give me freedom. 

It does from childishness. Can Fulvia die ? 

Ant. She’s dead, my queen. 

Look here, and at thy sovereign leisure read 
The garboils she awak’d. At the last, best. 
Sec when and where she died. 

Cleo. O most false love I 

Where be the sacred vials thou shouldst fill 
With sorrowful water 1 Now I see, I see, 
In Fulvia's death how mine receiv’d shall 
be. 0 $ 

Ant. Quarrel no more, but be prepar’d to 
know 

The purposes 1 bear; which are, or cease. 
As you shall give th' advice. By the fire 
That quickens Nikis' slime, I go from hence 
Thy soldier, servant, making peace or war 
As thou afiects. 

Cleo. Cut my lace, Charmian, come I 
But let it be ; I am quickly ill and well— 
So Antony loves. 

Ant. My precious queen, forbear. 

And give true evidence to his love, which 
stands 

An honourable trial. 

Cleo. So Fulvia told me. 75 

1 prithee turn aside and wet^p for her; 

I hen bid adieu to me, and say the tears 
Belong to Egypt. Good now, play one scene 
Of excellent dissembling, and let it look 
Like perfect honour. 

Ant, You’ll heat my blood ; no more. 
Cleo. You can do better yet; but this is 
meetly. 81 

Ant. Now, by my sword— 

Cleo. And target. Still he mends ; 

But this is not the best. Look, prithee, 
Charmian, 

How this Herculean Roman does become 
The carriage of his chafe. 85 

Ant. I'll leave you, lady. 

Cleo. Courteous lord, one word. 

Sir, you and I must part—but that's not it. 
Sir, you and I have lov'd—but there’s 
not it. 

That you know well. Something it is 1 
would— 

O, my oblivion is a very Antony, 90 

And I am all forgotten ! 

Ant. But that your royalty 

Holds idleness your subject, I should take 
you 

For idleness itself. 

Cleo. ’Tis sweating labour 

To bear such idleness so near the heart 
As Cleopatra this. But, sir, forgive me ; 95 
Since my becomings kill me when they do 
not 

Eye well to you. Your honour calls you 
hence; 

Therefore be deaf to my unpitied folly, 
And all the gods go with you I Upon your 
sword 
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Sit laurel victory, and smooth success 
Be strew'd beiore your feet! 

Ant, Let us go. Come. 

Our separation so abides and flies 
That thou, residing here, goes yet with 
me, 

And I, hence fleeting, here remain witt 
thc'e. 

Away I lExewiif 

Scene IV. Rome, CcTsar*s house. 

Enter OcTWirs C.^;sar, reading a letter 
Lei’Idus, and their Train. 

Cces, You may see, Lepidus, and hence¬ 
forth know. 

It is not Cnesar’s natural vice to hate 
Our great competitor. From Alexandria 
This is the news : he fishes, drinks, and 
w^asccs 

The lamps of night in revel; is not more 
manlike 

Than Cleopatra, nor the queen of Ptolemy 
More womanly than he; hardly gave 
audience, or 

Vouchsaf’d to think he had partners. You 
shall find there 

A man who is the abstract of all faults 
That all men follow. 

Lep. I must not think there are 

Evils enow to darken all his goodness. 

His faults, in him, seem as the spots of 
heaven. 

More fiery by night's blackness ; hereditary 
Rather than purchas'd ; what he cannot 
change 

Than what he chooses. 15 

Cats, You are too indulgent. Let’s grant 
it is not 

Amiss to tumble on the bed of Ptolemy, 

To give a kingdom for a mirth, to sit 
And keep the turn ot tippling with a slave. 
To reel the streets at noon, and stand the 
buffet 20 

With knaves that smell of sweat. Say this 
becomes him— 

As his composure must be rare indeed 
Whom these things cannot blemish—yet 
must Antonv 

No way excuse his foils when we do bear 
So great weight in his lightness. If he 
fill’d 25 

His vacancy with his voluptuousness, 

Full surfeits and the dryness of his bones 
Call on him for't! But to confound such 
time 

That drums him from his sport and speaks 
as loud 

As his own state and ours—‘tis to be chid 
As we rate boys who, being mature in 
knowledge, 31 

Pawn their experience to their present 
pleasure, 

And so rebel to judgment* 

Z160 


Enter a Messenger. 

Lep, Here’s more news. 

Mess. Thy biddings have been done ; and 
every hour, u 

Most noble Cte^ar, shalt thou have report 
How' ’tis abroad. Pompey is strong at sea. 
And it appears he is helov’cl of those 
That only have fear’d Ca\sar. To the ports 
The discontents repair, and men’s reports 
Give him much wrong’d. 

Cats, I should have known no less, ao 
It hath been taught us from the primal 
state 

That he which is was wish’d until he were ; 
And the ebb’d man, ne'er lov’d till ne’er 
worth love. 

Comes dear’d by being lack’d. This com¬ 
mon body, 

Like to a vagabond flag upon the stream, 
Goes to and back, lackeying the varying 
tide, 4<> 

To rot itself with motion. 

Mess. Cajsar, 1 bring thee word 

Menecrates and Menas, famous pirates, 
Make the sea serve them, which they ear 
and wound v) 

With keels of every kind. Many hot inroads 
They make in Italy ; the borders maritime 
Lack blood to think on’t, and flush youth 
revolt. 

No vessel can peep forth but *tis as soon 
Taken as seen ; for Pompey’s name strikes 
more 

lhan could his war resisted. 

Cces. Antony, *15 

Leave thy lascivious w^assails. When thou 
once 

Was beaten from Modena, where thou 
slew’st 

Hirtius and Pansa, consuls, at thy heel 
Did famine follow; whom thou fought'st 
against, 

Though daintily brought up, with patience 
more 60 

Than savages could suffer. Thou didst 
drink 

The stale of horses and the gilded puddle 
Which beasts would cougli at. Thy palate 
then did deign 

The roughest berry on the rudest hedge ; 
Yea, like the stag when snow the pasture 
sheets, 65 

The barks of trees thou brows’d. On the 
Alps 

It is reported thou didst eat strange flesh. 
Which some did die to look on. And all 
this— 

It wounds thine honour that I speak it 
now— 6 ) 

Was borne so like a soldier that thy check 
So much as lank’d not. 

Lep, ’Tis pity of him. 

Cces, Let his shames quickly 
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Drive him to Rome. Tis time we twain 
Did show ourselves i' th’ field ; and to that 
end 

Assemble we immediate council, Pompey 
Thrives in our idleness. 

I^p. To-morrow, Coesar, 

1 shall be furnish’d to inform you rightly 
Both w^hat by sea and land 1 can be able 
To front this present time. 

Gets. Till which encounter 

It is my business too. Farewell. 

Lep. Farewell, my lord. What you shall 
know rncantitm? 

Of stirs abroad, 1 shall beseech you, sir. 
To let me be partaker. 

C(es, Doubt not, sir ; 

I knew it for my bond. [Exeunt 

Scene V. Alexandria. Cleopatra*s 
palace. 

Enler Cleopatra, Charmian, Iras, and 
Mardian. 

Cleo. Charmian! 

Char. Madam ? 

Cleo. Ha, ha ! 

Give me to drink mandragora. 

Char. Why, madam ? 

Cleo. That 1 might sleep out this great 
gap of time s 

My Antony is away. 

Char. You think of him too much. 
Cleo. O, ’tis treason ! 

Char. Madam, I trust, not so. 

Cleo. Thou, eunuch Mardian I 
Mar. What’s your Highness’ pleasure ? 
Cleo. Not now to hear tliee sing ; I take 
no pleasure 

In aught an eunuch has. ’Tis well for 
thee io 

That, being unseminar’d, thy freer thoughts 
May not fly forth of Egypt. Hast thou 
affections ? 

Mar. Yes, gracious madam. 

Cleo. Indeed ? 

Mar. Not in deed, madam ; for I can do 
nothing 15 

But what indeed is honest to be done. 

Yet have I fierce affections, and think 
What Venus did with Mars. 

Cleo. O Charmian, 

Where think’st thou he is now ? Stands he 
or sits he ? 

Or does he walk ? or is he on his horse ? 20 
O happy horse, to bear the weight of An¬ 
tony I 

Do bravely, horse ; for wot’st thou whom 
thou mov’st ? 

The demi-Atlas of this earth, the arm 
And burgonet of men. He’s speaking now. 
Or murmuring * Where’s my serpent of old 
Nile ? ’ 25 

For so he calls me. Now I feed myself 
With most delicious poison. Think on me. 


That am with Phoebus* amorous pinches 
black, 

And wrinkled deep in time ? Broad- 
fronted Osar, 

When thou wast here above the ground, 
I was .v> 

A morsel for a monarch; and great 
Pompey 

Would stand and make his eyes grow in my 
brow ; 

There would he anchor his aspect and die 
With looking on his life. 

Enter Alexas. 

Alex. Sovereign of Egypt, hail! 

Cleo. How much unlike art thou Mark 
Antony ! 35 

Yet, coming from him, that great med’eine 
hath 

With his tinct gilded thee. 

How goes it with my brave Mark Antony ? 

Alex. Last thing he did, dear Queen, 

He kiss’d—the last of many doubled 
kisses— 4 f> 

This orient pearl. His speech sticks in my 
heart. 

Cleo. Mine ear must pluck it thence. 

Alex. ‘ Good friend,' quoth he 

‘ Say the firm Roman to great Egypt sends 
This treasure of an oyster; at whose 
foot, 

To mend the petty present, I will piece 45 
Her opulent throne with kingdoms. All the 
East, 

Say thou, shall call her mistress.’ So he 
nodded. 

And soberly did mount an arm-gaunt steed. 
Who neigh’d so high that what 1 would 
have spoke 

Was beastly dumb’d by him. 

Cleo. What, was he sad or merry ? 

Alex. Like to the time 0' th’ year between 
the extremes 51 

Of hot and cold ; he was nor sad nor merry. 

Cleo. O well-divided disposition ! Note 
him. 

Note him, good Charmian ; ’tis the man ; 

but note him I 54 

He was not sad, for he would shine on those 
That make their looks by his ; he was not 
merry, 

Which se em’d to tell them his remembrance 
lay 

In Egypt with his joy ; but between both. 
O heavenly mingle t Be’st thou sad or 
merry. 

The violence of either thee becomes, 60 

So does it no man else. Met'st thou my 
posts ? 

Alex. Ay, madam, twenty several 

messengers. 

Why do you send so thick ? 

Cleo. Who's born that day 

When 1 forget to send to Antony 

X161 
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Shalt die a beggar. Ink and paper. Char- 
mian. a 

Welcome, my good Alexas. Did I, Char- 
mian. 

Ever love Caesar so ? 

Char. O that brave Caesar I 

Cleo. Be chok'd with such another 
emphasis ! 

Say ' the brave Antony 
Char. The v^aliant Caesar! 

Cleo. By Isis, I will give thee bloody 
teeth 70 

If thou with Caesar paragon again 
My man of men. 

Char, By your most gracious pardon, 
1 sing but after you. 

Cleo. My salad days, 

When 1 was green in judgment, cold in 
blood, 

To say as I said then. But come, away ! 7^ 
Get me ink and paper. 

He shall have every day a several greeting, 
Or I'll unpeople Egypt. 

[Exeunt. 

ACT TWO 

Scene I. Messina. Pompey's house. 

Enter Pompey, Menecrates, and Menas, 
in warlike manner. 

Pom. If the great gods be just, they shall 
assist 

The deeds of justest men. 

Mene. Know, worthy Pompey, 

That what they do delay they not deny. 
Pom. Whiles we are suitors to their 
throne, decays 
The thing we sue for. 

Mene. We, ignorant of ourselves, .*> 
Beg often our own harms, which the wise 
pow'rs 

Deny us for our good ; so find we profit 
By losing of our prayers. 

Pom. I shall do well. 

The people love me, and the sea is mine; 
My powers are crescent, and my auguring 
hope 10 

Says it will come to th’ full. Mark Antony 
In Egypt sits at dinner, and will make 
No wars without doors. Caesar gets money 
where 

He loses hearts. Lepidus flatters both, 14 

Of both is flatter'd ; but he neither loves. 
Nor cither cares for him. 

Men. Caesar and Lepidus 

Are in the field. A mighty strength they 
carry. 

Pom. Where have you this ? Tis false. 
Men. From Silvius, sir. 

Pont. He dreams. I know they are in 
Rome together, | 

Looking for Antony, But all the charms j 
of love, 201 

Salt Cleopatra, soften thy wan'd lip I ' 
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Let witchcraft join with beauty, lust with 
both; 

Tic up the libertine in a field of feasts, 
Keep his brain fuming. Epicurean cooks 
Sharpen with cloyless sauce his appetite, 25 
That sleep and feeding may prorogue his 
honour 

Even till a Lethe'd dullness— 

Enter Varrius. 

How now, Varrius! 
Var. This is most certain that 1 shall 
deliver: 

Mark Antony is every hour in Rome 20 
Expected. Since he went from Egypt 'tis 
A space for farther travel. 

Pom. 1 could have given less matter 
A better ear. Menas, 1 did not think 
This amorous surfeiter would have donn’d 
his helm 

For such a petty war ; his soldiership 
Is twice the other tw ain. But let us rear 35 
'1 he higher our opinion, that our stirring 
Can from the lap of Egypt's widow pluck 
The ne’er-lust-wearied Antony. 

Men. I cannot hope 

Cajsar and Antony shall well greet together. 
His wife that's dead did trespasses to 
Caesar; 4^ 

Ilis brother warr’d upon him; although, I 
think, 

Not mov'd by Antony. 

Pom. I know not, Menas, 

How lesser enmities may give way to 
greater. 

Were’t not that we stand up against them 
all, 

'Twere pregnant they should square be¬ 
tween themselves; 4S 

For they have entertained cause enough 
To draw their swords. But how^ the fear 
of us 

May cement their divisions, and bind up 
The petty difference we yet not know. 

Be't as our gods will have't! It only stands 
Our lives upon to use our strongest hands. 
Come, Menas. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Rome. The house of Lepidus, 
Enter Enobarbus and Lepidus. 

Lep. Good Enobarbus, 'tis a worthy 
deed. 

And shall become you well, to entreat your 
captain 

To soft and gentle speech. 

Eno. I shall entreat him 

To answer like himself. If Caesar move him. 
Let Antony look over Cajsar's head 5 
And speak as loud as Mars. By Jupiter, 
Were 1 the wearer of Antonius' beard, 

I would not shave't to-day. 

Lep. 'Tis not a time 

For private stomaching. 
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EtM). Every time 

Serves for the matter that is then born 
in’t. 

Lep, But small to greater matters must 
give way. 

Eno, Not if the small come first. 

Lep» Your speech is passion ; 

But pray you stir no embers up. Here 
comes 

The noble Antony. 

Enier Antony and Ventidius. 

Eno. And yonder, Cgesar. 

Enter C>i:sar, Mi95CENAS, and Agiuppa. 

Ant, If wc compose well here, to Parthia. 
Hark, Ventidius. 

Cevs. 1 do not know, Maecenas. Ask 
Agrippa, 

Lep, Noble fiiends. 

That which combin’d us was most great, 
and let not 

A leaner action rend us. What’s amiss, 
May it be gently heard. When wc debate 
Our trivial diderence loud, we do commit 
Murder in healing wounds. Then, noble 
partners, 

The rather for 1 earnestly beseech. 

Touch you the sourest points with sweetest 
terms. 

Nor curstness grow to th* matter. 

Ant, *Tis spoken well. 25 

Were we before our armies, and to fight, 

I should do thus. [Flourish, 

Ores, Welcome to Rome. 

Ant, Thank you. 

Cics. Sit. 30 

Ant, Sit, sir. 

Cces, Nay, then. [They sit. 

Ant, I learn you take things ill which are 
not so. 

Or being, concern you not. 

Cces, I must be laugh’d at 

If, or for nothing or a little, I 35 

Should say myself offended, and with you 
Chiefly i’ th* world ; more laugh’d at that 
I should 

Once name you derogatcly when to sound 
your name 
It not concern'd me. 

Anf. My being in Egypt, Ca?sar, 

What was’t to you ? 4« 

Cces, No more than my residing here at 
Rome 

Might be to you in Egypt. Yet, if you 
there 

Did practise on my state, your being in 

Egypt 

Might be my question. 

Ant. How intend you—practis’d ? 

You may be pleas’d to catch at mine 
intent 45 

By what did here befall me. Your wife and 
brother 


Made wars upon me, and their contestation 
Was theme for you; you were the word of 
war. 

Ant. You do mistake your business ; my 
brother never 

Did urge me in his act. I did inquire it, 50 
And have my learning from some true 
reports 

That drew their swords with you. Did he 
not rather 

Discredit ray authority with yours, 

And make the wars alike against my 
stomach, 

Having alike your cause ? Of this my 
letters 35 

Before did satisfy you. If you'll patch a 
quarrel. 

As matter whole you have not to make it 
with, 

It must not be with this. 

C^es. You praise yourself 

By laying defects of judgment to me ; but 
Yon patch’d up your excuses. 

Ant. Not so, not so ; 

I know you could not lack, I am certain 
on’t, 6 x 

Very necessity of this thought, that I, 
Your partner in the cause ’gainst which he 
fought, 

Could not with graceful eyes attend those 
w'ars 

Which fronted mine own peace. As for my 
3vife, 05 

I would you had her spirit in such another! 
The third 0’ th’ world is yours, which with 
a snaffle 

You may pace easy, but not such a wife. 

Eno, Would we had all such wives, that 
the men might go to wars with the women! 

Ant. So much uncurbable, her garboiis, 
Caesar, 71 

Made out of her impatience—which not 
wanted 

Shrewdness of policy too—I grieving grant 
Did you too much disquiet. For that you 
must 

But say I could not help it. 

Cres. I wrote to you 75 

When rioting in Alexandria ; you 
Did pocket up my letters, and with taunts 
Did gibe my missive out of audience. 

Ant. Sir, 

He fell upon me ere admitted. Then 
Three kings I had newly feasted, and did 
want 80 

Of what I was i* th* morning ; but next day 
I told him of myself, which was as much 
As to have ask’d him pardon. Let this 
fellow 

Be nothing of our strife ; if we contend. 
Out of our question wipe him. 

Cces. You have broken 85 

The article of your oath, which you shall 
never 
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Have tongue to charge me with. 

Lep, Soft, Csesar I 

Ant, No 

Lepidiis, let him speak. 

The honour is sacred which he talks on 
now, 

Supposing that 1 lack’d it. But on, Caesar 
The article of my oath— tj 

Cars. To lend me arms and aid when I 
requir’d them, 

The which you both denied. 

Ant Neglected, rather 

And then when poisoned hours had bound 
me up 

From mine own knowledge. As nearly as I 
may. 

I’ll play the penitent to you ; but mine 
honesty 

Shall not make poor my greatness, nor my 
power 

Work w’ithout it. Truth is, that Fulvia, 
To have me out of Egypt, made wars here ; 
For which myself, the ignorant motive, do 
So far ask pardon as befits mine honour 
To stoop in such a case. 

Lep. 'Tis noble spoken. 

Mcec. If it might please you to enforce no 
further 

The griefs between ye—to forget them 
quite 

Were to remember that the present need lo 
Speaks to atone you. 

Lep. Worthily spoken, Maecenas. 

Eno. Or, if you borrow one another’s love 
for the instant, you may, when you hear 
no more words of Pompey, return it again. 
You shall have time to wrangle in when you 
have nothing else to do, no 

Ant. Thou art a soldier only. Speak no 
more. 

Eno. That truth should be silent 1 had 
almost forgot. 

Ant. You wrong this presence ; therefore 
speak no more. 

Eno. Go to, then—your considerate 
stone! 

Os. I do not much dislike the matter, 
but 115 

The manner of his speech ; for’t cannot be 
We shall remain in friendship, our con¬ 
ditions 

So diff'ring in their acts. Yet if I knew 
What hoop should hold us stanch, from 
edge to edge 

O' th* world, 1 would pursue it. 

Agr. Give me leave, Caesar. 

Cces. Speak, Agrippa. 

Agr, Thou hast a sister by the mother’s 
side, 

Admir'd Octavia. Great Mark Antony 
Is now a widower. 

Cces. Say not so, Agrippa. 

If Cleopatra heard you, your reproof X25 
Were well deserv’d of rashness. 1 
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Ant. I am not married, Caesar, Let me 
hear 

Agrippa further speak. 

Agr. To hold you in perpetual amity. 

To make you brothers, and to knit your 
hearts 130 

With an unslipping knot, take Antony 
Octavia to his wife; whose beauty claims 
No worse a husband than the best of men ; 
Whose virtue and whose general graces 
speak 

That w'hich none else can utter. By this 
marriage, 135 

All little jealousies, which now seem great. 
And all great fears, which now import their 
dangers. 

Would then be nothing. Truths would be 
tales. 

Where now half tales be truths. Her love 
to both J40 

Would each to other, and all loves to both. 
Draw after her. Pardon what I have spoke; 
For ’tis a studied, not a present thought, 
By duty ruminated. 

Ant Will Caesar speak ? 

C(es. Not till he hears how Antony is 
touch’d 

WTth what is spoke already. 

Ant What power is in Agrippa, 

If I w'ould say ‘ Agrippa, be it so', 146 

To make this good ? 

Cas. The power of Caesar, and 

His power unto Octavia. 

Ant May I never 

To this good purpose, that so fairly shows, 
Dream of impediment! Let me have thy 
hand. 150 

Further this act of grace ; arid from this 
hour 

The heart of brothers govern in our loves 
And sway our great designs ! 

Ctes. T here is my hand. 

A sister I bequeath you, whom no brother 
Did ever love so dearly. Let her live 155 
To join our kingdoms and our hearts ; and 
never 

Fly off our loves again ! 

Eep. Happily, amen ! 

Ant. I did not think to draw my sword 
’gainst Pompey ; 

For he hath laid strange courtesies and 
great i5<; 

Of late upon me. I must thank him only. 
Lest my remembrance suffer ill report; 

At heel of that, defy him. 

Lep. Time calls upon’s. 

Of us must Pompey presently be sought. 

Or else he seeks out us. 

Ant W’here lies he ? 164 

C<Bs. About the Mount Misenum. 

Ant What is his strength by land ? 

Cots. Great and increasing; but by sea 
He is an absolute master. 

Anf. So is the fame. 
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Scene 2] 

Would we had spoke together! Haste we 
for it. 

Yet, ere we put ourselves in arms, dispatch 
we 

The business we have talk’d of. 

C^cs. With most gladness ; 

And do invite you to my sister’s view, 17 
Whither straight I’ll lead you. 

Aut. Let us, Lepidus, 

Not lack your company. 

Lep. Noble Antony, 

Not sickness should detain me. 

[Flourislu Exeunt all but EnobarbuSt 
Agrippa, Mcecenas. 
Mcce, Welcome from Egypt, sir. 17.5 
Eno. Half the heart of Caesar, worthy 
Ma'cenas ! My honourable friend, Agrippa! 
Agr. Good Enobarbus ! 

Mtrc. We have cause to be glad that 
matters are so well digested. You stay’d 
well by’t in Egypt. 

Eno. Ay, sir; w^e did sleep day out of 
countenance and made the night light with 
drinking. 

M^ec. Eight wild boars roasted whole at 
a breakfast, and but twelve persons there. 
Is this true ? 

Eno, This was but as a fly by an eagle. 
W’e had much more monstrous matter of 
feast, which worthily deserved noting. 

Mcec. She's a most triumphant lady, if 
report be square to her. 

Eno. When she first met Mark Antony 
she purs’d up his heart, upon the river of 
Cydnus. lyj 

Agr. There she appear’d indeed I Or my 
reporter devis'd w'ell for her. 

Eno. I will tell you. 

The barge she sat in, like a burnish’d 
throne, 193 

Burn’d on the water. The poop w as beaten 
gold ; 

Purple the sails, and so perfumed that 
The winds were love-sick with them ; the 
oars were silver, 

Which to the tune of flutes kept stroke, and 
made 

The water which they beat to follow faster, 
As amorous of their strokes. For her own 
person, 

It beggar’d all description. She did lie 
In her pavilion, cloth-of-gold, of tissue, 
O’erpicturing that Venus where we see 
The fancy out-work nature. On each side 
her 

Stood pretty dimpled boys, like smiling 
Cupids, 

With divers-colour'd fans, whose wind did 
seem 

To glow the delicate chefeks which they did 
cool, 2o» 

And what they undid did. 

Agr, O, rare for Antony I 

Eno. Her gentlewomen, like the Nereides, 


So many mermaids, tended her i' th' eyes. 
And made their bends adornings. At the 
helm 

A seeming mermaid steers, fhe silken tackle 
Swell with the touches of those flower-soft 
hands 

That yarely frame the ollice. From the 
barge .!i5 

A strange invisible perfume hits the sense 
Of the adjacent wharfs. The city cast 
Her people out upon her ; and Antony, 
Enthron’d i' th’ market-place, did sit alone. 
Whistling to th' air; which, but for 
vacancy, 220 

riad gone to gaze on Cleopatra too, 

Ai'.d made a gap in nature. 

Agr. Rare Egyptian ! 

Eno. Upon her landing, Antony sent to 
her, 

Invited her to supper. She replied 22^ 
It sliould he better he became her guest; 
Which she entreated. Our courteous 
Antony, 

WTiom ne'er the word of* No ’ woman heard 
speak, 

Being harber’d ten times o’er, goes to the 
feast. 

And for his ordinary pays his heart 
For what his eyes eat only. 

Agr. Royal wench ! 230 

She made great Cipsar lay his sword to bed. 
He ploughed her, and she cropp’d. 

Eno. 1 saw her once 

Hop forty paces through the public street; 
And, having lost her breath, she spoke, and 
panted, 

That she did make defect perfection, 235 
And, breathless, pow'r breathe forth. 
Mcec. Now Antony must leave her 
utterly. 

Eno. Never ! He will not. 

Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale 
Her infinite variety. Other women cloy 240 
The appetites they feed, but she makes 
hungry 

Where most she satisfies ; for vilest things 
Become themselves in her, that the holy 
priests 

Bless her w hen she is riggish. 

Mcec. If beauty, wisdom, modesty, can 
settle 245 

The heart of Antony, Octavia is 
A blessed lottery to him. 

Agr. Let us go. 

Good Enobarbus, make yourself my guest 
Whilst you abide here. 

Eno. Humbly, sir, I thank you. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Rome. Ccesar's house. 

Enter Antony, C^sar, Octavia betueen 
them. 

Ani, The world and my great office will 
sometimes 
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Divide me from your bosom. 

Ocia, All which time 

Before the gods my knee shall bow my 
prayers 

To them for you. 

Ant, Good night, sir. My Octavia, 
Read not my blemishes in the world*s 
report. 

I have not kept my square; but that to 
come 

Shall all be done by th’ rule. Good night, 
dear lady. 

Octa. Good night, sir. 

Cres. Good night. 

[Exeunt Ccesar and Octavia, 

Enter Soothsayer. 

Ant. Now', sirrah, you do wish yourself 
in Eg>’pt ? 

Sooth. Would I had never come from 
thence, nor you thither! 

Ant, If you can—your reason. 

Sooth. I see it in my motion, have it not 
in my tongue; but yet hie you to Egypt 
again. 15 

Ant, Say to me, 

Whose fortunes shall rise higher, Coesar’s or 
mine ? 

Sooth. Caesar's. 

Therefore, O Antony, stay not by his side. 
Thy daemon, that thy spirit which keeps 
thee, is 20 

Noble, courageous, high, unmatchable. 
Where Cajsar's is not; but near him thy 
angel 

Becomes a fear, as being o’crpow’r’d. 
Therefore 

Make space enough between you. 

Ant. Speak this no more. 

Sooth, To none but thee; no more but 
when to thee. . 5 

If thou dost play with him at any game. 
Thou art sure to lose ; and of that natural 
luck 

He beats thee 'gainst the odds. Thy lustre 
thickens 

When he shines by. I say again, thy spirit 
Is all afraid to govern thee near him ; 3" 

But, he away, 'tis noble. 

Ant, Get thee gone. 

Say to Ventidius I w^ould speak with him. 

[Exit Soothsayer. 

He shall to Parthia.—Be it art or hap, 

He hath spoken true. The very dice obey 
him; 31 

And in our sports my better cunning faints 
Under his chance. If we draw lots, he 
speeds; 

His cocks do win the battle still of mine. 
When it is ail to nought, and his quails ever 
Beat mine, inhoop'd, at odds. I will to 
Egypt; 

And though 1 make this marriage for my 
peace, 40 
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I* th* East my pleasure lies. 

Enter Ventidius. 

O, come, Ventidius, 
You must to Parthia, Your commission's 
ready ; 

Follow me and reccive't. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Rome. A street. 

Enter Lepidus, M/ecenas, and Agrippa. 

hep. Trouble yourselves no further. Pray 
you hasten 
Your generals after. 

Agr. Sir, Mark Antony 

Will c*cn but kiss Octavia, and we'll follow. 
Lc/>. Till 1 shall see you in your soldier’s 
dress, 

Which will become you both, farewell. 

Mac. We shall, 5 

As 1 conceive the journey, be at th' Mount 
Before you, Lcpidiis. 

hep. Your way is shorter ; 

My purposes do draw me much about. 
You'll win two days upon me. 

Both. Sir, good success ! 

hep. Farewell. [Exeuuf. 

Scene V. Alexandria. Cleopatra*s palace. 

^znier Cleopatra, Cuarmian, Iras, and 
Alexas. 

Cko. Give me some music—music, moody 
food 

Of us that trade in love. 

All. The music, ho I 

Enter Mardian the Eunuch. 

Cleo. Let it alone! Let’s to billiards. 
Come, Charmian, 

Char. My arm is sore; best play with 
Mardian. 

Cleo. As well a woman with an eunuch 
play'd 5 

As with a woman. Come, you'll play with 
me, sir ? 

Mar. As well as I can, madam. 

Cleo. And when good will is show'd, 
though't conjo too short. 

The actor may plead pardon. I'll none now. 
Give me mine angle—we’ll to th' river. 

There, 10 

My music playing far off, I will betray 
Tawny-finn’d fishes; my bended hock 
shall pierce 

Their slimy jaws ; and as I draw them up 
I'll think them every one an Antony, 

And say ' Ah ha I Y'are caught’. 

Char. ^ 'Twas merry when 15 

You wager’d on your angling ; when your 
diver 

Did hang a salt fish on his hook, which he 
With fervency drew up. 

Cleo, That time ? O times I 



ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 


Scene 5] 

1 laugh’d him out of patience; and that 
night 

I laugh’d him into patience; and next 
morn, 

Ere the ninth hour, I drunk him to his bed. 
Then put my tires and mantles on him, 
whilst 

I wore his sword Philippan. 

Enter a Messenger. 

O ! from Italy ? 
Ham thou thy fruitful tidings in mine cars, 
That long time have been barren. 

Mess. Madam, madam— 

C/eo. Antony’s dead ! If thou say so, 
villain, 

Thou kill’st thy mistress; but well and 
free, 

If thou so yield him, there is gold, and here 
My bluest veins to kiss—a hand that kings 
Have lipp'd, and trembled kissing. 30 
Mess. First, madam, he is well. 

Cleo. Why, there's more gold. 

But, sirrah, mark, we use 
To say the dead are well. Bring it to 
that, 

"ilie gold 1 give thee will I melt and pour 
Down thy ill-uttering throat. hs 

Mess. Good madam, hear me. 

C/eo. Well, go to, I will. 

But there’s no goodness in thy face. If 
Antony 

Be free and healthful -why so tart a favour 
To trumpet such good tidings ? If not well, 
Ihou shouldst come like a Fury crown’d 
with snakes, 4<» 

Not like a formal man. 

Mess. Will’t please you hear me ? 

Cleo, I have a mind to strike thee ere 
thou .speak'st. 

Yet, if thou say Antony lives, is well. 

Or friends with Ca*sar, or not captive to 
him, 

I’ll set thee in a shower of gold, and hail 45 
Rich pearls upon thee. 

Mess. Madam, he's well. 

Cleo. Well said. 

Mess, And friends with Caesar. 

Cleo. Th'art an honest man. 

Mess. Caesar and he are greater friends 
than ever. 

Cleo. Make thee a fortune from me. 
Mess. But yet, madam— 

Cleo. I do not like ' but yetIt does 
allay 5 “ 

The good precedence ; fie upon ‘ but yet ’! 
* But yet ’ is as a gaoler to bring forth 
Some monstrous malefactor. Prithee, 
friend, 

Pour out the pack of matter to mine ear. 
The good and bad together. He’s friends 
with Ca*sar; 55 

In state of health, thou say’st; and, thou 
say'st, free. 


Mess. Free, madam! No; I made no 
such report. 

He’s bound unto Octavia. 

Cleo. For what good turn ? 

Mess. For the best turn i’ th’ bed. 

Cleo. I am pale, Charmian. 

Mess. Madam, he’s married to Octavia. 
Cleo. The most infectious pestilence upon 
thee ! [SiriTces him down. 

Mess. Good madam, patience. 

Cko. What say you ? Hence, 

[Strikes him. 

Horrible villain! or I’ll spurn thine eyes 
Like balls before me ; Fll unhair thy head ; 

(She hales him up and down. 
Thou Shalt be wdiipp’d with wire and stew’d 
in brine, 65 

Smarting in lingTing pickle. 

Mess. Gracious madam, 

I that do bring the news made not the 
match. 

Cleo. Say 'tis not so, a province I will 
give thee, 

And make thy fortunes proud. The blow 
thou hadst 

Shall make thy peace for moving me to 
rage; 70 

And 1 will boot thee with what gift beside 
Thy modesty can beg. 

Mess. He’s married, madam. 

Cleo. Rogue, thou hast liv’d too long. 

IDraws a knife. 
Mess. Nay, then I'll run. 

What mean you, madam ? I have made 
no fault. [Exit, 

Char. Good madam, keep yourself within 
yourself: 75 

The man is innocent. 

Cleo. Some innocents scape not the 
thunderbolt. 

Melt Egypt into Nile ! and kindly creatures 
Turn all to serpents ! Call the slave again. 
Though I am mad, I will not bite him. Call I 
Char. He is afear’d to come. 

Cleo. I will not hurt him. 

These hands do lack nobility, that they 
strike 8.> 

A meaner than myself; since I myself 
Have given myself the cause. 

Enter the Messenger again. 

Come hither, sir. 
Though it be honest, it Is never good 85 
To bring bad news. Give to a gracious 
message 

An host of tongues ; but let ill tidings tell 
Themselves when they be felt. 

Mess. I have done my duty. 

Cleo. Is he married? 

I cannot hate tiiee worser than I do 90 
If thou again say ‘ Yes 
Mess. He’s married, madam. 

Cleo. The gods confound thee J Dost thou 
hold there still ? 
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Mess. Should 1 lie, madam ? 

Cko. O, I would thou didst, 

So halt my Egypt were submerg’d and 
made 

A cistern for scal'd snakes ! Go, get thee 
hence. 

Hadst thou Narcissus in thy face, to me 
Thou wouldst appear most ugly. He is 
married ? 

Mess. 1 crave your Highness' pardon. 

Cleo. He is married ? 

Mess. Take no offence that I would not 
offend you ; 

To punish me for what you make me do i 
Seems much unequal. He’s married to 
Octavia. 

Cleo. O, that his fault should make a 
knave of thee 

That art not what th'art sure of! Get thee 
hence. 

The merchandise which thou hast brought 
from Rome 

Are all too dear for me. Lie they upon thy 
hand, lo-, 

And be undone by ’em ! [Exif Messenger. 

Char. Good your Highness, patience. 

C/eo. In praising Antony I have dis¬ 
prais’d C'tesar. 

Char. Many times, madam. 

Cleo. 1 am paid for’t now. Lead me 
from hence, i< <> 

I faint. O Iras, Charmian ! 'Tis no matter. 
Go to the fellow, good Alexas ; bid him 
Report the feature of Octavia, her years, 
Her inclination ; let him not leave out 
'The colour of her hair. Bring me word 
quickly. [ISxit Alexas. 

Let him for ever go—let him not, 
Charmian— i > 

Though he be painted one way like a 
Gorgon, 

The other way’s a Mars, [To Mardian] 
Bid you Alexas 

Bring me word how tall she is.—Pity me, 
Charmian, 

But do not speak to me. Lead me to my 
chamber. [Excunf. 

ScKNE VI. Near Misenum. 

Flourish. Enter Pompey and Menas at one 

door, with drum and trumpet; at an- 

others CiESAR, Antony, Lepidus, Eno- 

BARBOS, MyECENAS, ACRIPPA, With 

Soldiers marching. 

Pom. Your hostages I have, so have you 
mine ; 

And we shall talk before we fight. 

Cces. Most meet 

That first we come to words ; and therefore 
have we 

Our written purposes before us sent; 4 

Which if thou hast considered, let us know 
If ’twill tie up thy discontented sword 
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And carry back to Sicily much tall youth 
Th It else must perish here. 

Pom. To you all three, 

The senators alone of this great world, <j 
Chief factors for the gods : 1 do not know 
Wherefore my father should revengers 
want. 

Having a son and friends, since Julius 
Ctpsar, 

Who at Philippi the good Brutus ghosted, 
There saw you labouring for him. What 
was't 

That mov’d pale Cassius to conspire ? and 
what 15 

Made the all-honour’d honest Roman, 
Brutus, 

With the arm’d rest, courtiers of beauteous 
freedom. 

To drench the Capitol, but that they would 
Have one man but a man ? And that is it 
Hath made me rig my navy, at whose 
burden ao 

The anger'd ocean foams; with which 1 
meant 

To scourge th’ ingratitude that despiteful 
Rome 

Cast on my noble father. 

Cces. Take your time. 

Ant. Thou canst not fear us, Pompey, 
with thy sails ; 

We'll speak with thee at sea ; at land thou 
know’st ^5 

How much we do o’er-count thee. 

Pom. At land, indeed. 

Thou dost o'cr-count me of my father’s 
house. 

But since the cuckoo builds not for himself. 
Remain in’t as thou mayst. 

Lep. Be pleas'd to tell us— 

For this is from the present—how you take 
The oflers wc have sent you. 

Cces. There's the point. 

Anl. Which do not be entreated to, but 
weigh 

What it is worth embrac’d. 

Cces. And what may follow, 

To try a larger fortune. 

Pom. You have made me offer 

Of Sicily, Sardinia ; and 1 must 35 

Rid all the sea of pirates ; then to send 
Measures cf wheat to Rome; this ’greed 
upon, 

To part with unhack'd edges and bear back 
Our targes undinted. 

AIL That's our offer, 

Pom. Know, then, 

I came before you here a man prepar’d 40 
To take this offer ; but Mark Antony 
Put me to some impatience. Though 1 lose 
The praise of it by telling, you must know, 
When Caesar and your brother were at 
blows, 44 

Your mother came to Sicily and did find 
Her welcome friendly* 
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Scene 6] 

Ant. I have heard it, Pompey, 

I And am well studied for a liberal thanks 
Which I do owe you. 

Pnm. Let me have your hand. 

I did not think, sir, to have met you here. 
AnL Ihc beds i’ th* East are soft; and 
thanks to you, .v 

That call’d me timelier tlian my purpose 
hither ; 

For I gave gained by*t. 

Ca*s. Since 1 saw you last 

There is a change upon you. 

Pam. Well, I know not 

What counts harsh fortune casts upon my 
face ; 

But in my bosom shall she never come ss 
To make my heart her vassal. 

Lep. Well met here. 

Pom. I hope so, Lepidus. Thus we are 
agreed. 

I crave our composition may be written, 
And seal'd between us. 

Cics. That's the next to do. 

Pom. We'II feast each other ere we part, 
and let’s 

Draw lots who shall begin. 

Ant. That will I, Pompey. 

Pom. No, Antony, take the lot; 

But, first or last, your fine Eg^^ptian 
cookcry 

Shall have the fame. 1 have heard that 
Julius Caesar 

Grew fat with feasting there. 

Ant. You have heard much, os 

Pom. I have fair meanings, sir. 

Ant. And fair words to them. 

Pom. Then so much have 1 heard ; 

And I have heard Apollodorus carried— 
Eno. No more of that! He did so, 

Pom. What, I pray you ? 

Eno. A certain queen to Cfesar in a 
mattress. 7<» 

Pom. I know thee now. How far'st thou, 
soldier ? 

Eno. Well; 

And well am like to do, for I perceive 
Four feasts are toward. 

Pont. Let me shake thy hand. 

I never hated thee; I have seen thee 
fight, 

When 1 have envied thy behaviour. 

Eno. Sir, 

I never lov'd you much ; but I ha' prais’d 
ye 7 f’ 

When you have well deserv'd ten times as 
much 

As I have said you did. 

Pom. Enjoy thy plainness ; 

It nothing ill becomes thee. 

Aboard my galley I invite you all. 8o 
Will you lead, lords ? 

All. Show's the way sir. 

Pom. Come. i 

[Exeunt all but Enoharbus and Menas, i 


Men. [As/dc] Thy father, Pompey, would 
ne'er have made this treaty,— 
You and I have known, sir. 

Eno. At sea, I think. 

Men. We have, sir. 85 

Eno. You iiave done well by w'ater. 
Men. And you by land. 

Eno. I will praise any man that will praise 
me; though it cannot be denied what I 
have done by land. 

Men. Nor what 1 have done by water. 
Eno. Yes, something you can deny for 
your o^vn safety : you have been a great 
thief by sea. 

Men. And you by land. 

Eno. There 1 deny my land service. But 
give me your hand, Menas ; if our eyes had 
authority, here they might take two thieves 
kissing. 06 

Men. AH men's faces are true, whatsomc- 
’er their hands are. 

Eno. But there is never a fair woman has 
a true face. 

Men. No slander : they steal hearts, 
Eno. Wc came hither to fight with you. 
Men. For my part, I am sorry it is turn’d 
to a drinking. Pompey doth this day laugh 
away his fortune. 

hno. If he do, sure he cannot weep’t 
back again. 

Men. Y'have said, sir. We look’d not 
for Mark Antony here. Pray you, is he 
married to Cleopatra ? 105 

Eno. Caesar’s sister is call’d Octavia. 
Men. True, sir; she was the wife of 
Cains Marcellus. 

Eno. But she is now the wife of Marcus 
Antonius. 

Men. Pray ye, sir ? 

Eno. 'Tis true, n > 

Men. Then is Caesar and he for ever knit 
together. 

Eno. If 1 were bound to divine of this 
unity, I would not prophesy so. 

Men. I think the policy of that purpose 
made more in the marriage than the love of 
the parties. ns 

Eno. 1 think so too. But you shall find 
the band that seems to tie their friendship 
together will be the very strangler of their 
amity ; Octavia is of a holy, cold, and still 
conversation. 11 > 

Me)i. Who would not have his wife so ? 
Eno. Not he that himself is not so ; which 
is Mark Antony. He will to his Egyptian 
dish again ; then shall the sighs of Octavia 
blow the tire up in Casar, and, as I said 
before, that which is the strength of their 
amity shall prove the immediate author of 
their variance, Antony will use his affection 
where it is ; he married but his occasion 
here. 127 

Men. And thus it may be. Come, sir, will 
you aboard ? 1 have a health for you. 
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Eno, I shall take it, sir. We have us*d 
our throats in Egypt. >3 

Men. Come, let's away. [Exeunt 

Scene VII. On board Pompey*s galley, of] 
Misenum. 

Music plays. Enter two or three Servants 
with a banquet. 

1 Serv. Here they'll be, man. Some o' 
their plants are ill-rooted already ; the 
least wind i' th’ world will blow them down 

2 Serv. Lepidus is high-colour'd. 

1 Serv. They have made him drink alms- 
drink. 

2 Serv. As they pinch one another by the 
disposition, he cries out ‘ No more! ' 
reconciles them to his entreaty and himself 
to th' drink. 

1 Serv. But it raises the greater war 
between him and his discretion. 

2 Serv. Why, this it is to liave a name in 
great men’s fellowship. 1 had as lief have 
a reed that will do me no service as a 
partizan I could not heave. 

1 Seri'. To be call’d into a huge sphere, 
and not to be seen to move in't, are the 
holes where eyes should be, wliich pitifully 
disaster the checks. ic 

A sennet sounded. Enter C-^sar, Antony, 
Lepidus, Pompey, Agrippa, M/ecenas, 
Enobarbus, Menas, with other Cap¬ 
tains. 

Anl. [To Caesar] Thus do they, sir: they 
take the flow o’ th’ Nile 
By certain scales i' th’ pyramid ; they 
know 

By th' height, the lowness, or the mean, if 
dearth 

Or foison follow. The higher Nilus swells 20 
The more it promises; as it ebbs, the 
seedsman 

Upon the slime and ooze scatters his grain. 
And shortly comes to harvest. 

Lep. Y’have strange serpents there. 

Ant. Ay, Lepidus. 25 

Lep. Your serpent of E^pt is bred now^ 
of your mud by the operation of your sun ; 
so is your crocodile. 

Ant. They are so. 

Pom. Sit—and some wine I A heal-th to 
Lepidus 1 

Lep. I am not so well as I should be, but 
ril ne'er out. 30 

Eno. Not till you have slept. I fear me 
you'll be in till then. 

Lep. Nay, certainly, I have heard the 
Ptolemies* pyramises are very goodly 
things. Without contradiction I have 
heard that. 35 

Men. [Aside to Pompey] Pompey, a word. 
Pom. [Aside to Menas] Say in mine ear; 
what is't ? 


[Act 2 

Men. [Aside to Pompey] Forsake thy seat, 
I do beseech thee. Captain, 

And hear me speak a word. 

Pom. [Whispers in*s ear] Forbear me till 
anon— 

This wine for Lepidus ! 

Lep. What manner o' thing is your 
crocodile ? io 

Ant. It is shap'd, sir, like itself, and it is 
as broad as it hath breadth ; it is just so 
high as it is, and moves with it own 
organs. It lives by that which nourisheth 
it, and the elements once out of it, it 
transmigrates. 

Lep. What colour is it of ? 45 

Ant. Of it own colour too. 

Lep. 'Tis a strange serpent. 

Ajit. 'Tis so. And the tears of it are wet. 

Gets. Will this description satisfy him ? 

Ant. With the health that Pompey gives 
him, else he is a very epicure. 51 

Pom. [Aside io Menas] Go, hang, sir, 
hang I Tell me of that 1 Away I 
Do as I bid you.—W here’s this cup I call’d 
for ? 

Men. [Aside to Pompey] If for the sake of 
merit thou wilt hear me, 54 

Rise from thy stool. 

Pom. (Aside to Menas] I think th'art 
mad. [Rises and walks aside] The 

matter ? 

Men. 1 have ever held my cap off to thy 
fortunes. 

Pom. 'I’hou hast serv’d me with much 
faith. What’s else to say ?— 

Be jolly, lords. 

Ani. These quicksands, Lepidus, 

Keep off them, for you sink. -sg 

Men. Wilt thou be lord of all the world ? 

Pom. What say’st thou ? 

Men. Wilt thou be lord of the whole 
world ? That’s twice. 61 

Pom. How should that be ? 

Men. But entertain it. 

And though thou think me poor, I am the 
man 

Will give thee all the world. 

Pom. Hast thou drunk well ? 

Men. No, Pompey, I have kept me from 
the cup. 65 

Thou art, if thou dar’st be, the earthly 
Jove; 

Whate'er the ocean pales or sky inclips 
Is thine, if thou wilt ha't. 

Pom. Show me which way. 

Men, These three world-sharers, these 
competitors, oy 

Are in thy vessel. Let me cut the cable; 
And when we are put off, fall to their 
throats. 

All tlicre is thine. 

Pom. Ah, this thou shouldst have done, 
And not have spoke on't. In me 'tis 
villainy; 
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Scene 7] 

In thee*t had been good service. Thou 
must know 

'Tis not my profit that does lead mine 
honour: 75 

Mine honour, it. Repent that e’er thy 
tonj^ue 

Hatii so betray’d thine act. Being done 
unknown, 

I should have found it afterwards well done. 
But must condemn it now. Desist, and 
drink. 

Men. [Aside] For this, Ko 

I’ll never follow thy pall’d fortunes more. 
Who seeks, and will not take when once ’tis 
oder’d, 

Shall never find it more. 

Pom. This health to Lepidus ! 

Ant. Bear him ashore, 1*11 pledge it for 
him, Fompey. 

Eno. Here’s to tliee, Menas I 

Mew. Enobarbus, welcome I 65 

Pom. Fill till the cup be hid. 

Eno. d here’s a strong fellow, Menas. 

IPointhig to the Set'mni who carries off 

Lepidus. 

Men. Wliy ? 

Eno. ’A bears the third part of the 
world, man ; see’st not ? 

Mew. Ihe Ihirtl part, tlien, is drunk. 
Would it were all, 

That it mi^dd on wheels! yr 

Eno. Drink thou ; increase the reels. 

Mew. Cornc. 

Pom. This is not yet an Alexandrian 
feast. 

Ant. It ripens towards it. Strike the 
vessels, ho! 95 

Here’s to Caesar! 

Ca!$. I could well forbear’t. 

It’s monstrous labour when 1 wash my 
brain 

And it grows fouler. 

Ant. Be a child o' th’ time. 

Ca:s. Possess it, I’ll make answer. 

But 1 had rather fast from all four days 
Than drink so much in one. 

Eno. (To AntonyJ Ha, my brave empcrorl 
Shall wc dance now the Egyptian Bac¬ 
chanals 

And celebrate our drink ? 

Pom. Let’s ha’t, good soldier. 

Ant. Come, let’s all take hands, 

Till that the conquering wine hath steep’d 
our sense *"5 

In soft and delicate Lethe. 

Eno. All take hands. 

Make battery to our cars with the loud 
music, 

The while I’ll place you ; then the boy 
shall sing: 

The holding every man shall bear as loud 
.As his strong sides can volley. no 

[Music plays* Enobarbus places them 
hatid in hand. 


The Song. 

Come, thou monarch of the vine, 

Plumpy Bacchus with pink eyne 1 
In thy fats our cares be drown’d, 

With thy grapes our hairs be crown’d. 
Cup us till the world go round, 115 

Cup us till the world go round I 

Cces. What would you more ? Pompey, 
good night. Good broth®?. 

Let me request you off; our graver busi¬ 
ness 

Frowns at this levity. Gentle lords, let’s 
part; 

You see we have burnt our cheeks. Stron.g 
Enobarb 

Is weaker than the wine, and mine own 
tongue 

Splits what it speaks. The wild disguise 
hath almost 

Antick’d us all. What needs more words ? 
Good night. 

Good Antony, your hand. 

Pom. I’ll try you on the shore. 

Ant. And shall, sir. Give’s your hand. 
Pom. O Antonv, 

You have my father's house—but what ? 
We arc friends. 

Come, down into the boat. 

Eno. Take heed you fall not. 

lExeind all hut Enobarbus and Menas. 

Menas, I’ll not on shore. 

Men. No, to my cabin. 

These drums! these trumpets, flutes I what! 

Let Neptune hear we bid a loud farewell 

To these great fellows. Sound and be 
hang’d, sound out! t u 

[Sound a flourisht with drums. 
Eno. IIoo I says ’a. There’s my cap. 
Men. Hoo I Noble Captain, come. 

[Exeitnh 

ACT THREE 
ScENK I. A plain in Syria. 

Enter Ventidius, as it were in triumphs 
with Sim us and other Romans, Officers 
and Soldiers ; the dead body of Pacorus 
borne before him. 

Ven. Now, darting Parthia, art thou 
struck, and now 

Pleas’d fortune docs of Marcus Crassus’ 
death 

Make me revenger. Bear the King's son’s 
body 

Before our army. Thy Pacorus, Orodcs, 

Pays this for Marcus Crassus. 

Sil. Noble Ventidius, 

Whilst yet with Parthian blood thy sword 
is warm 6 

The fugitive Parthians follow; spur 
through Media, 

Mesopotamia, and the shelters whither 
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The routed lly. So thy grand captain, 
Antony, 

Shall set thee on triumphant chariots and 
Put garlands on thy head. 

Veil. O Silius, Silius, 

I have done enough, A lower place, note 
well, 

May make too great an act; for learn this, 
Silius : 

Better to leave undone than by our deed 
Acquire too high a fame when liim we 
serve’s away. 

Caesar and Antony have ever won 
More in their officer, than person. Sossius, 
One of my place in Syria, his lieutenant. 
For quick accumulation of renown. 

Which he acliiev’d by th’ minute, lost his 
favour. 

Who does i’ th' wars more than his captain 
can 

Becomes his captain’s captain; and 
ambition, 

The soldier’s virtue, rather makes choice 
of loss 

Than gain which darkens him. 

I could do more to do Antonius good. 

But *twould oilend him ; and in liis olTcnce 
Should my performance perish. 

SiL Thou hast, Ventidius, that 

Without the which a soldier and his 
sword 

Grants scarce distinction. Thou wilt write 
to Antony ? 

Ven. ril humbly signify what in his 
name, v 

That magical word of war, we have effected: 
How, with his banners, and his well-paid 
ranks. 

The ne’er-yet-beaten horse of Parthia 
Wc have jaded out o’ th' field. 

SiL Where is he now ? 

Ven. He purposeth to Athens ; whither, 
with what haste 35 

The weight we must convey with’s will 
permit, 

We shall appear before him.—On, there; 
pass along. [Exeunt, 

SciiNK II. Rome. Caesar's house. 

Enter Agrippa at one door, Bnoharbus at 
another. 

Agr. What, are the brothers parted ? 

Eno. They have dispatch’d with Pom- 
pey ; he is gone ; 

The other three arc scaling. Octavia weeps 
To part from Rome; Cajsar is sad; and 
Lepidus, 

Since Pempey’s feast, as Menas says, is 
troubled s 

With the green sickness. 

Agr. ’Tis a noble Lepidus. 

Eno. A vcr>^ fine one. O, how he loves 
Csesar I 


[Act 3 

Agr. Nay, but how dearly he adores 
Mark Antony I 

Eno. Cresar ? W^hy he’s the Jupiter of 
men. 

Agr. What’s Antony ? The god of 
Jupiter. 10 

Eno. Spake you of Ca‘sar ? How! the 
nonpareil! 

Agr. O, Antony! O thou Arabian bird I 

Eno. Would you praise Ca*sar, say 
‘ Caesar ’—go no further. 

Agr. Indeed, he plied them both with 
excellent praises. 

Eno. But he loves Caesar best. Yet he 
loves Antony. 15 

Hoo! hearts, tongues, figures, scribes, 
bards, poets, cannot 

Think, speak, cast, WTite, sing, number— 
hoo !— 

His love to Antony. But as for Cajsar, 
Kneel down, kneel down, and wonder. 

Agr. Both he loves. 

Eno. They arc his shards, and he their 
beetle. [1 rum^ets within] So— -’o 
This is to horse. Adieu, noble Agrippa. 

Agr. Good fortune, worthy soldier, and 
farewell. 

Enter CVesar, Antony, Lepidus, and 
C^CTAVIA. 

A»if. No further, sir, 

C^cs. You take from me a great part of 
myself; 

Use me well in’t. Sister, prove such a 
wife :;5 

As my thoughts make thee, and as my 
farthest band 

Shall pass on thy approof. Most noble 
Antony, 

Let not the piece of virtue which is set 
Betwixt us as the cement of our love 
To keep it builded be the ram to batter 30 
The fortress of it; for better might we 
Have lov’d without this mean, if on both 
parts 

This be not cherish'd. 

Anf. Make me not offended 

In your distrust. 

Coes. I have said. 

Anf. You shall not find, 

Though you be therein curious, the least 
cause 35 

For what you seem to fear. So the gods 
keep you. 

And make the hearts of Romans serve your 
ends! 

We will here part. 

Coes, Farewell, my dearest sister, fare 
thee W'cU. 

The elements be kind to thee and make 40 
Thy spirits all of comfort 1 Fare thee well 

Oefa. My noble brother 1 

Anf. The April's in her eyes. It is love’s 
spring, 



Scene 2] 

And these the showers to bring it on. Be 
cheerful. 

Octa, Sir, look well to my hUwSband’: 
house; and— 

Os. What, 45 

Octa via ? 

Octa. ril tell you in your ear. 

Ant, Her tongue will not obey her heart, 
nor can 

Her heart inform her tongue—the swan’s 
down feather, 

’^That stands upon the swell at the full ot 
tide. 

And neither way inclines. 

Eno, 1 Aside to Afirippa] Will Cfesar weep ? 
Agr. [Aside to Enoharhns] He has a cloud 
in’s face. 

Eno, [Aside to Agrippa] He were the 
worse for that, were he a horse; 

So is he, being a man. 

Agr, [Aside to Enoharbus] Why, Eno- 
barbus. 

When Antony found Julius Cajsar dead. 
He cried almost to roaring ; and he wept 
When at Philippi he found Brutus slain. 
Eno. [Aside to Agrippa] That year, in¬ 
deed, he was troubled with a rheum; 
What wdllingly he did confound he wail’d, 
Bclieve’t - till I weep too. 

Cas. No, sweet Octavia, 

You shall hear from me still; the time 
shall not Oo 

Out-go my thinking on you. 

Ant. Come, sir, come ; 

I'll wrestle wilh you in my strength of love. 
Look here I have you ; thus I let you go. 
And give you to the gods. 

Cces, Adieu ; be happy 1 

Lep. Let all the number of the stars give 
light 65 

To thy fair way ! 

Cits. Farewell, farewell! [Kisses Octavia, 
Ant. Farewell! 

[Tniwpets sound. Exeunt. 

Scene III. Alexandria, Cleopatra*s palace. 

Enter Cleopatra, Charmian, Iras, and 
Alexas. 

Cleo. Where is the fellow ? 

Alex. Half afeard to come. 

Cleo. Go to, go to. 

Enter the Messenger as before. 

Come hither, sir. 

Alex. Good Majesty, 

Herod of Jewry dare not look upon you 
But when you arc well pleas'd. 

Cleo. That Herod's head 

I'll have. But how, when Antony is gone, 5 
Through whom 1 might command it ? 
Come thou near. 

Mess. Most gracious Majesty ! 

Cleo. Didst thou behold Octavia ? 
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Mess. Ay, dread Queen. 

Cleo. Where ? 

Mess. Madam, in Rome 
1 look'd her in the face, and saw her led 
Between her brother and Mark Antony, 
Cleo. Is she as tall as me ? 

Mess. She is not, madam. 

Cleo. Didst hear her speak ? Is she shrill- 
toiigu’d or low ? 

Mess. Madam, I heard her speak : she is 
low voic'd. 

Cleo. That’s not so good. He cannot like 
her long. 14 

Char. Like her ? O Isis ! 'tis impossible. 
Cleo. I think so, Charmian. Dali of 
tongue and dwarfish ! 

What majesty is in her gait ? Remember, 
If e’er thou look'dst on majesty. 

.Mess. She creeps. 

Her motion and her station are as one; 

She shows a body rather than a life, 20 
A statue than a breather. 

Cleo. Is this certain ? 

Mess. Or I have no observance. 

Char. Three in Egypt 

Cannot make better note. 

Cleo. He's very knowing ; 

1 do perceive’t. There's nothing in her yet. 
I he fellow has good judgment. 

Char. Excellent. 25 

Cleo. Guess at her years, I prithee. 

Mcs.s. Madam, 

She was a widow. 

Cleo. Widow ? Charmian, hark ! 

Mess. And I do think she's thirty. 

Cleo. Bear'st thou her face in mind ? Is't 
long or round ? 

Mess. Round even to faultiness. 

Cleo. For the most part, too, they are 
foolish that are so. 

Her hair, what colour ? 

Mess. Brown, madam; and her forehead 
As low as she w'ould wish it. 

Cleo. There's gold for thee. 

Thou must not take my former sharpness 

ill. 34 

I will employ thee back again ; I find thee 
Most fit for business. Go make thee ready ; 
Our letters are prepar’d. [Exit Messenger. 
Char. A proper man. 

Cleo. Indeed, he is so. I repent me much 
That so I harried him. Why, methinks, by 
him, 

This creature's no such thing. 

Char. Nothing, madam. 40 

Cleo, The man hath seen some majesty, 
and should know. 

Char. Hath he seen majesty ? Isis else 
defend. 

And serving you so long I 
Cleo. I have one thing more to ask him 
yet, good Charinian. 

But 'tis no matter; thou shalt bring him 
to me 45 
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Where I will write. All may be wel: 
enough. 

Char. I warrant you, madam. (Exeunt 

Scene IV. Athens. Aniony’s house. 

Enter Antony and Octavia. 

Ant. Nay, nay, Octavia, not only that—* 
That were excusable, that and thousands 
more 

Of semblable import—but he hath wag*d 
New wars 'gainst Pompcy ; made his will, 
and read it 
To public ear; 

Spoke scantly of me ; when perforce he 
could not 

But pay me terms of honour, cold and 
sickly 

He vented them, most narrow measure 
lent me; 

When the best hint was given him, he not 
took't, 

Or did it from his teeth. 

Octa. O my good lord, i 

Believe not all; or if you must believe. 
Stomach not all. A more unhappy lady. 

If this division chance, ne’er stood between, 
Praying for both parts. 

The good gods will mock me presently 
When I shall pray * O, bless my lord and 
husband ! ' 

Undo that prayer by crying out as loud 
• O, bless my brother ! ’ Husband win, win 
brother, 

Prays, and destroys the prayer; no mid¬ 
way 

*Twixt these extremes at all. 

Anh Gentle Octavia, 2* 

Let your best love draw to that point 
which seeks 

Best to preserve it. If I lose mine 
honour, 

I lose myself; better I were not yours 
Than yours so branchless. But, as you 
requested. 

Yourself shall go between’s. The mean¬ 
time, lady, 25 

ril raise the preparation of a war 
Shall stain your brother. Make your soonest 
haste; 

So your desires arc yours. 

Oda. Thanks to my lord. 

The Jove of power make me, most weak, 
most weak. 

Your reconciler I Wars Twixt you twain 
would be 30 

As if the world should cleave, and that 
slain men 

Should solder up the rift. 

Ant. When it appears to you where this 
begins, 

Turn your displeasure that way, for our 
faults 

Can never be so equal that your love 35 
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Can equally move with them. Provide your 
going ; 

Choose your own company, and command 
w^hat cost 

Your heart has mind to. [Exeunl. 

Scene V. Athens. Antony's house. 
Enter Enoharbus and Eros, meeting. 

Eno. How now, friend Eros ! 

Eros. 'I'here’s strange new's come, sir 
Eno. What, man ? 

Eros. Ca'sar and Lepidus have made wars 
upon Ponipey. 5 

Eno. This is old. What is the success ? 
Eros. Caesar, having made use of him in 
the wars 'gainst Pompey, presently denied 
him rivality, would not let him partake in 
the glory of the action ; and not resting 
here, accuses him of letters he had formerly 
wrote to Pompey ; upon his own appeal, 
seizes him. So the poor third Is up, till 
death enlarge his coniine, 12 

Eno. Then, world, thou hast a pair of 
chaps—no more ; 

And throw between them all the food thou 
hast. 

They'll grind the one the other. Where's 
Antony ? 15 

Eros. He’s walking in the garden—thus, 
and spurns 

llie rush that lies before him ; cries ‘ Fool 
Lepidus! ' 

And threats the throat of that his oflicer 
That murd'red Pompey. 

Eno. Our great navy’s rigg'd. 

Eros. For Italy and Caesar. More, 
Domitius: 20 

My lord desires you presently ; my news 
I might have told hereafter. 

Eno. 'Twill be naught; 

But let it be. Bring me to Antony. 

Eros. Come, sir. (Exeunl. 

Scene VI. Rome. Ccesar*s house. 
Enter CiESAR, Agrippa, and Maecenas. 

Cces. Contemning Rome, he has done all 
this and more 

In Alexandria. Here’s the manner of't: 
r th' market-place, on a tribunal silver'd, 
Cleopatra and himself in chairs of gold 
Were publicly enthron'd ; at the feet sat 5 
Caesarion, whom they call my father's son, 
And all the unlawful issue that their lust 
Since then hath made between them* Unto 
her 

He gave the stablishment of Egypt; made 
her 

Of lower Syria, Cyprus, Lydia, lo 

Absolute queen. 

Mac. This in the public eye 7 

Cas. r th' common show'-place, where 
they exercise. 



Scene 6] 

His sons he there proclaim'd the kings of 
kings ; 

Great Media, Parthia, and Armenia, 

He gave to Alexander; to Ptolemy he 
assign’d 15 

Syria, Cilicia, and Phoenicia. She 
In th’ habiliments of the goddess Isis 
That day appear’d; and oft before gave 
audience, 

As 'tis reported, so. 

Mcec, Let Rome be thus 

Inform’d. 

Agr, Who, queasy with his insolence 20 
Already, will their good thoughts call from 
him. 

Ctes. 7’he people knows it, and have now 
receiv’d 
His accusations. 

Agr. Who does he accuse ? 

Cces, C;csar ; and that, having in Sicily 
Sextus Ponipcius spoil’d, we had not rated 
him 25 

His part o' th’ isle. Then does he say he 
lent me 

Some shipping, unrestor’d. Lastly, he frets 
That Lepidiis of the triumvirate 
Should be depos’d ; and, being, that we 
detain 

All his revenue. 

Agr. Sir, this should be answer’d. 30 

Ctes. ’Tis done already, and the messenger 
gone. 

1 have told him Lepidus was grown too 
cruel, 

That he his high authority abus’d. 

And did deserve his change. For what I 
have conquer’d 

I grant him part; but then, in his Armenia 
And other of his conquer’d kingdoms, 1 3 
Demand the like. 

Mtec. He’ll never yield to that. 

Ctes. Nor must not then be yielded to 
in this. 

Enter Octavia, with her Train. 

Oda. Hail, C<csar, and my lord I hail, 
most dear Caesar I 

Cces. 'I’hat ever I should call thee cast¬ 
away 

Oda. You have not call’d me so, nor have 
you cause. 

Ctes. Why have you stol’n upon us thus ? 
You come not 

Like Caesar’s sister. The wife of Antony 
Should have an army for an usher, and 
The neighs of horse to tell of her approach 
Long ere she did appear. The trees by th* 
way 46 

Should have borne men, and expectation 
fainted, 

Longing for what it had not. Nay, the dust 
Should have ascended to the roof of heaven. 
Rais’d by your populous troops. But you 
are come 50 


ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 

A market-maid to Rome, and have pre¬ 
vented 

The ostentation of our love, which left 
unshown 

Is often left unlov’d. We should have met 
you 

By sea and land, supplying every stage 
With an augmented greeting. 

Oda. Good my lord, 55 

To come thus was I not constrain’d, but 
did it 

On my free will. My lord, Mark Antony, 
Hearing that you prepar’d for war, 
acquainted 

My grieved ear withal; whereon I begg'd 
His pardon for return. 

Cces. Which soon he granted, 60 

Being an obstruct ’tween his lust and him. 

Oda. Do not say so, my lord. 

Cces. I have eyes upon him. 

And his alTairs come to me on the wind. 
Where is he now ? 

Oda. My lord, in Athens. 

Cces, No, my most wronged sister: 
Cleopatra 65 

Hath nodded him to her. He hath given 
his empire 

Up to a whore, who now are levying 
The kings o’ th’ earth for war. He hath 
assembled 

Bocchus, the king of Libya ; Archelaus 
Of Cappadocia ; Philadelphos, king 70 

Of Paphlagonia; the Thracian king, 
Adailas ; 

King Manchus of Arabia ; King of Pont; 
Herod of Jewry ; Mithridates, king 
Of Comagene ; Polemon and Amyntas, 
The kings of Medc and Lycaonia, with a 75 
More larger list of sceptres. 

Oda. Ay me most wretched. 

That have my heart parted betwixt two 
friends, 

That docs atilict each other I 

Cces. Welcome hither. 

Your letters did withhold our breaking 
forth, 

Till we perceiv’d both how you were wrong 
led B» 

And we in negligent danger. Cheer your 
heart; 

Be you not troubled with the time, which 
drives 

O’er your content these strong necessities, 
But let determin’d things to destiny 
Hold unbewail’d their way. Welcome to 
Rome; 85 

Nothing more dear to me. You are abus’d 
Beyond the mark of thought, and the high 
gods, 

To do you justice, make their ministers 
Of us and those that love you. Best of 
comfort, 

And ever welcome to us. 

Agr, Welcome, lady. 90 
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Marc. Welcome, dear madam. 

Each heart in Rome does love and pity you; 
Only th' adulterous Antony, most large 
In his abominations, turns you off, 

And gives his potent regiment to a trull y? 
That noises it against us. 

Octa. Is it so, sir ? 

Cccs, Most certain. Sister, welcome. 
Pray you 

Be ever known to patience. My dear'st 
sister! [Exeimi. 

Scene VII. Antony’s camp near Actium. 
Enter Cleopatra and Enobakbus. 

Cleo. I will be even with thee, doubt it 
not. 

Eno. But why, why, why ? 

Cleo, Thou hast forspoke rny being in 
these wars. 

And say’st it is not fit. 

Etio. Well, is it, is it ? 

Cleo. Is’t not denounc’d against us ? 
Why should not we 5 

Be there in person ? 

Eno. [Aside] W’ell, 1 could reply: 

If w'e should serve with horse and mare: 
together 

The horse were merely lost; the mares 
would bear 

A soldier and his horse. 

Cleo. What is’t you say ? 

Eno. Your presence needs must puzzle 
Antony; 

Take from his heart, take from his brain, 
from’s time, 

What should not then be spar’d. He is 
already 

Traduc’d for levity ; and 'tis said in Rome 
That Photinus an eunuch and your maids 
Manage this war. 

Cleo. Sink Rome, and their tongues rot 
That speak against us ! A charge wo bear V 
th* war, 16 

And, as the president of my kingdom, will 
Appear there for a man. Speak not against 
it; 

I will not stay behind. 

Enter Antony and Canidius. 

Eno. Nay, I have done. 

Here comes the Emperor. 

Anl. Is it not strange, Canidius, 

That from Tarentum and Brundusiiim 21 
He could so quickly cut the Ionian sea. 

And take in Toryne ?—You have heard 
on’t, sweet ? 

Cleo. Celerity is never more admir’d 
Than by the negligent. 

Ant. A good rebuke, 25 

Which might have well becom'd the best of 
men 

To taunt at slackness. Canidius, we 
Will fight with him by sea, i 
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Cleo. By sea I What else ? 

Can. Why will my lord do so ? 

Ant. For that he dares us to’t. 

Eno. So hath my lord dar'd him to single 
light. .v-> 

Can. Ay, and to wage this battle at 
Pharsalia, 

W^here Ca'sar fought with Pompey. But 
these odors, 

Which serve not tor his vantage, he shakes 
oft; 

And so should you. 

Eno. Your ships are not well mann’d ; 
Your mariners are muleteers, reapers, 
people 33 

Ingross'd by swift impress. In CrPsar's fleet 
Arc those that often have ’gainst Pompey 
fought; 

Their ships are yare ; yours heavy. No 
disgrace 

Shall fall you for refusing him at sea, 
Being prepar’d for land. 

Anl. By sea, by sea. 40 

Eno. Most worthy sir, you therein throw 
away 

The absolute soldiership you have by land ; 
Distract your army, which doth most 
consist 

Of war-mark’d footmen; leave unex¬ 
ecuted 

Your own renowned knowledge; quite 
forgo 45 

The way which promises assurance; and 
Give up yourself merely to chance and 
hazard 

From firm security. 

Ant. I’ll fight at sea. 

Cleo. I have sixty sails, Caesar none 
better. 

Anl. Our overplus of shipping will we 
burn, V) 

And, with the rest full-mann’d, from th’ 
head of Actium 

Beat th’ approaching Caesar. But if we fail. 
We then can do't at land. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Thy business ? 

Mess. The news is true, my lord : he is 
descried ; 

Caesar has taken Toryne. 55 

Ant. Can he be there in person ? *Tis 
impossible— 

Strange that his power should be. Canidius, 
Our nineteen legions thou shalt hold by 
land, 

And our twelve thousand horse, We’U to 
our ship. 

Away, my Thetis I 

Enter a Soldier, 

How now, worthy soldier ? 6<i 

Sold. O noble Emperor, do not fight by 
sea; 
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Scene 7] 

Trust not to rotten planks. Do you mis¬ 
doubt 

This sword and these my wounds ? Let th' 
Egyptians 

And the Phoenicians go a-ducking ; we 
Have us'd to conquer standing on the earth 
And fighting foot to foot. 

Ant. Well, well—away. 

[Exciiiit Antony, Cleopatra, and 
Hnobarbtis. 

Sold. By Hercules, I think 1 am i* th’ 
right. 

Can. Sokiicr, thou art; but his whole 
action grows 

Not in the power on’t. So our leader’s led, 
And we are women’s men. 

Sold. You keep by land 

The legions and tlic horse whole, do you 
not ? 

Can. Marcus Octavius, Marcus Justeius, 
Publicola. and Ca?lius are for sea; 

But we keep whole by land. This speed of 
Ciesar’s 

Carries beyonti belief. 

Sold. While he was yet in Rome, 

His power went out in such distractions as 
Beguil’d all spies. 

Caw. Who’s his lieutenant, hear you ? 
Sold. They say one Taurus. 

Can. Well I know the man. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. The Emperor calls Canidiiis. 

Can. With news the time’s with labour 
and throes forth sn 

Each minute some, [Eveitw/. 

Sci:ne VI11. A plain near Act turn. 
Enter C^sar, with his Army, marching. 

Cces. Taurus 1 
Taur. My lord ? 

Cces. Strike not by land ; keep whole ; 
provoke not battle 

Till we have done at sea. Do not exceed 4 
The prescript of this scroll. Our fortune lies 
Upon this jump. [Exeunt. 

Scene IX. Another pari of the plain. 

Enter Antony and Enobardus. 

Ant. Set we our squadrons on yond side 
o’ th’ hill, 

In eye of Caesar's battle ; from which place 
We may the number of the ships behold, 
And so proceed accordingly. [Exeunt. 

Scene X. Another pari of the plain. 

Canidius nmreheth mth his land Army one 
way over the stage, and Taurus, the 
Lieutenant of Ccesar, the other way. 
After their going in is heard the noise 
of a sea-fight. 


Alarum. Enter Enobarbus. 

Eno. Naught, naught, all naught I I can 
behold no longer. 

Th’ Antoniad, the Egyptian admiral, 

W’ith all their sixty, fly and turn the rudder. 
To sce’t mine eyes are blasted. 

Enter Scauus. 

Scar. Gods and goddesses, 

All the whole synod of them ! 

Eno. W’hat’s thy passion ? 5 

Scar. The greater cantle of the world is 
lost 

W’ith very Ignorance ; wc have kiss’d away 
Kingdoms and provinces. 

Ewn. How appears the fight 7 

Scar. On our side like the token’d 
pestilence. 

Where death is sure. Yon ribaudred nag of 
Egypt— JO 

WTiom leprosy o’ertake !—i' th' midst o’ 
th’ fight, 

W’hen vantage like a pair of tw'ins appear'd. 
Both as the same, or rather ours the elder— 
The breese upon her, like a cow in June— 
Hoists sails and flies. 15 

Bro. That I beheld ; 

Mine eyes did sicken at the sight and could 
not 

Endure a further view. 

Scar. She once being loof'd, 

Tlie noble ruin of her magic, Antony, 

Claps on his sea-wing, and, like a doting 
mallard, 

Leaving the fight in height, flies after her. 

I never saw an action of such shame ; 
Experience, manhood, honour, ne’er before 
Did violate so itself. 

Eno. Alack, alack I 

Enter Canidrs. 

Can. Our fortune on the sea is out of 
breath, 2^ 

And sinks most lamentably. Had our 

general 

Been what he knew himself, it had gene 
well. 

O, he has given example for our flight 
Most grossly by his own ! 

Eno. Ay, are you thereabouts 7 

Why then, good night indeed. 30 

Can. Toward Peloponnesus are they 

fled. 

Scar. 'Tis easy to’t; and there I will 
attend 

What further comes. 

Can. To Cajsar will I render 

My legions and my horse ; six kings already 
Show me the way of yielding. 

Eno, I’ll yet follow 35 

The wounded chance of Antony, though my 
reason 

Sits in the wind against me. 


[Exeunt. 
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Scene XI. Alexandria, Cleopatra's palace 
Enter Antony with Attendants. 

Ant, Hark! the land bids me tread no 
more upon’t; 

It is asham’d to bear me. Friends, come 
hither. 

1 am so lated in the world that I 
Have lost my w'ay for ever. I have a ship 
Laden with gold; take that; divide it 
Fly, ■ 

And make your peace with Cjesar. 

All, Fly? Not we! 

Ant* 1 have fled myself, and have in¬ 
structed cowards 

To run and show their shoulders. Friends, 
be gone; 

I have myself resolv’d upon a course 
Which has no need of you ; be gone. i 
My treasure’s in the harbour, take it. O, 

I follow’d that I blush to look upon. 

My very hairs do mutiny ; for the white 
Reprove the brown for rashness, and they 
them 

For fear and doting. Friends, be gone; 
you shall 

Have letters from me to some friends that 
will 

Sweep your way for you. Pray you look 
not sad, 

Nor make replies of loathncss; take the 
hint 

Which my despair proclaims. Let that be 
left 

Which leaves itself. To the sea-side 
straight way. 

I will possess you of that ship and treasure. 
Leave me, 1 pray, a little ; pray you now ; 
Nay, do so, for indeed I have lost command; 
Therefore I pray you. I'll see you by and 
by. [vSfls down. 

Enter Cleopatra, led by Charmian and 
Iras, Eros following, 

Eros, Nay, gentle madam, to him ! Com¬ 
fort him. £5 

Iras. Do, most dear Queen. 

Char, Do ? Why, what else ? 

Cleo, Let me sit down. O Juno I 

Ani. No, no, no, no, no. 

Eros, See you here, sir ? 3<> 

Ant, O, fie, fie, fie! 

Char, Madam I 

Iras. Madam. O good Empress ! 

Eros, Sir, sir I 

Ant, Yes, my lord, yes. He at Philippi 
kept 35 

His sword e’en like a dancer, while I struck 
The lean and wrinkled Cassius ; and 'twas 1 
That the mad Brutus ended ; he alone 
Dealt on lieutenantry, and no practice had 
In the brave squares of war. Yet now—^no 
matter. 4o 

Cleo, Ah, stand by I 
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[Act 3 

Eros, The Queen, my lord, the Queen! 

Iras. Go to him, madam, speak to him. 
He is unqualitied with very shame. 

Cleo. Well then, sustain me. O! 45 

Eros, Most noble sir, arise; the Queen 
approaches. 

Her head's declin’d, and death will seize her 
but 

Your comfort makes the rescue. 

Ant, 1 have offended reputation— 

A most unnoble swerving. 

Eros, Sir, the Queen. 50 

AnL O, whither hast thou led me, Egypt ? 
See 

How I convey my shame out of thine 
eyes 

By looking back what I have left behind 
'Stroy’d in dishonour. 

Cleo, O my lord, my lord, 54 

Forgive my fearful sails ! 1 little thought 

You would have followed. 

Ant. Egypt, thou knew'st too well 

My heart was to thy rudder tied by th' 
strings. 

And thou shouldst tow me after. O'er my 
spirit 

Thy full supremacy thou knew’st. and that 
Thy beck might from the bidding of the 
gods Oo 

Command me. 

Cleo, O, my pardon ! 

Anf. Now I must 

To the young man send humble treaties, 
dodge 

And palter in the shifts of lowness, who 
With half the bulk o' th' world play'd as I 
pleas’d. 

Making and marring fortunes. You did 
know 65 

How much you were my conqueror, and 
that 

My sword, made weak by my affection, 
would 

Obey it on all cause. 

Cleo, Pardon, pardon ! 

Anf. Fall not a tear, I say ; one of them 
rates 

All that is won and lost. Give me a kiss ; 70 
Even this repays me. 

We sent our schoolmaster; is 'a come back ? 
Love, I am full of lead. Some wine. 

Within there, and our viands 1 Fortune 
knows 

We scorn her most when most she offers 
blows. [Exeunf. 

Scene XII. Ceesar's camp in Egypt, 

Enter C/esar, Agrippa, Dolabella, 
Thyreus, with Others. 

C<es, Let him appear that's come from 
Antony. 

Know you him ? 

Dot, Csesar, 'tls his schoolmaster : 



Scene 12] 

An argument that he is pluck'd, when 
hither 

He sends so poor a pinion of his wing, 
Which had superfluous kings for messengers 
Not many moons gone by. 

Enter Euphronius, Ambassador from 
Antony, 

Cces, Approacli, and speak. 

Eup, Such as I am, I come from Antony. 
I was of late as petty to his ends 
As is the morn-dew on the myrtle leaf 
To his grand sea. 

Ca;s, Be’t so. Declare thine office. 
Eup, I-ord of his fortunes he salutes thee, 
and 

Requires to live in Egypt: which not 
granted, 

He lessens his requests and to thee sues 
To let him breathe between the heavens 
and earth, 

A private man in Athens. This for him. 15 
Next, Cleopatra does confess thy greatness. 
Submits her to thy might, and of thee craves 
The circle of the Ptolemies for her heirs, 
Now hazarded to thy grace. 

Cces. For Antony, 

I have no ears to his request. The Queen 20 
Of audience nor desire sliall fail, so she 
f^rom Egypt drive her all-disgraced friend, 
Or take his life there. This if she perform, 
She shall not sue unheard. So to them both. 
Eup. Fortune pursue thee ! 

Cces, Bring him through the bands. 

(Exit Eliphronins, 
[To Thyreus] To try thy eloquence, now 'tis 
time. Dispatch ; 

From Antony win Cleopatra. Promise, 
And in our name, what she requires; add 
more, 

From thine invention, offers. Women are 
not 

In their best fortunes strong; but want 
will perjure 3'> 

The ne’cr-touch'd vestal. Try thy cunning, 
Thyreus; 

Make thine own edict for thy pains, which 
wc 

Will answer as a law. 

Thyr. Ca\sar, I go. 

Cars. Observe how Antony becomes his 
flaw, 

And what thou think'st his very action 
speaks 35 

In every power that moves. 

Thyr, Cwsar, I shall. | Jixeunf. 

Scene XIII. Alexandria. Cleopatra*s 
palace. 

Enter Cleopatra, Enoearbus, Charmian, 
and Iras. 

Cteo, What shall we do, Enobarbus ? 
Eno« Think, and die. 


ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 

Cleo. Is Antony or we in fault for this ? 

Eno, Antony only, that would make his 
will 

Lord of his reason. What though you 
fled 

From that great face of war, whose several 
ranges 5 

Frighted each other ? Why should he 
follow ? 

The itch of his affection should not then 
Have nick’d his captainship, at such a 
point, 

When half to half the world oppos'd, he 
being 

The mcred question. 'Twas a shame no 
less 10 

Than was his loss, to course your flying 
flags 

And leave his navy gazing. 

Cleo. Prithee, peace. 

Enter Euphronius, the Ambassador ; with 
Antony. 

Anf. Is that his answer ? 

Eup. Ay, rny lord. 

Anf. The Queen shall then have courtesy, 
so she 15 

Will yield us up. 

Eup. He says so. 

Ant. Let her know't. 

To the boy Caesar send this grizzled head. 
And he will fill thy wishes to the brim 
With principalities. 

Cleo. rhat head, my lord ? 

Ant. To him again. Tell him he wears 
the rose 20 

Of youth upon him ; from w’hicli the world 
should note 

Something particular. His coin, ships, 
legions, 

May be a coward's, whose ministers would 
pre\'a'il 

Under the service of a child as soon 
As i* th’ command of Ca?sar. I dare him 
therefore s-s 

To lay his gay comparisons apart, 

And answer me declin’d, sword against 
sword, 

Ourselves alone. I'll write it. Follow me. 

[Exeunf Antony and Euphronius. 

Eno. (Aside] Yes, like enough high- 
battled CiPsar will 

Unstatc his happiness, and be stag'd to th' 
show 3'> 

Against a sworder 1 I see men's judgments 
are 

A parcel of their fortunes, and things out¬ 
ward 

Do draw the inward quality after them, 

To suffer all alike. That he should dream, 
Knowing all measures, the full Caesar will 35 
Answer his emptiness I Oesar, thou hast 
subdu’d 

His judgment too* 
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[Act 3 


Enter a Servant. 

Serv* A messenger from Caesar. 

Cleo. What, no more ceremony ? See, my 
women! 

Against the blown rose may they stop their 
nose 

That kneel’d unto the buds. Admit him 

sir. Servant 

Eno. [Aside] Mine honesty and 1 begin 
to square. 41 

The loyalty well held to fools does make 
Our faith mere folly. Yet he that can 
endure 

To follow with allegiance a fall’n lord 
Does conquer him that did his master 

conquer, 45 

And earns a place i’ th‘ story. 

Enter Thyreus. 

Cleo, Caesar’s will ? 

Thyr, Hear it apart. 

Cleo, None but friends ; say boldly. 

Thyr. So, haply, are they friends to 
Antony, 

Eno. He needs as many, sir, as Caesar has. 
Or needs not us. If Ca?sar please, our 
master 50 

Will leap to be his friend. For us, you know 
Whose he is we are, and that is Caisar’s. 

Thyr. So. 

Thus then, thou most renown’d: Caesar 
entreats 

Not to consider in what case thou stand’st 
Further than he is Caesar. 

Cleo. Go on. Right royal! 53 

Thyr. He knows that you embrace not 
Antony 

As you did love, but as you fear’d him. 

CUo. OI 

Thyr. The scars upon your honour, 
therefore, he 

Does pity, as constrained blemishes. 

Not as deserv’d. 

Cleo. He is a god, and knows 60 

What is most right. Mine honour was not 
yielded, 

But conquer’d merely. 

Eno. [Aside] To be sure of that, 

I will ask Antony. Sir, sir, thou art so 
leaky 

That we must leave thee to thy sinking, for 
Thy dearest quit thee. [Hxil. 

Thyr. Shall I say to Caesar 

What you require of him ? For he partly 
begs 

To be desir’d to give. It much would please 
him 

That of his fortunes you should make a staff 
To lean upon. But it w'ould w^arm his spirits 
To hear from me you had left Antony, 70 
And put yourself under his shroud, 

The universal landlord. 

Cleo. What’s your name ? 
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Thyr. My name is Thyreus. 

Cleo. Most kind messenger. 

Say to great Caesar this; in deputation 
1 kiss his conqu’ring hand. Tell him 1 am 
prompt 75 

To lay my crown at ’s feet, and there to 
kneel. 

Tell him from his all-obeying breath I hear 
The doom of Egypt. 

Thyr. 'Tis your noblest course. 

Wisdom and fortune combating together. 
If that the former dare but what it can, no 
No chance may shake it. Give me grace 
to lay 

My duty on your hand. 

Cleo. Yout Caesar’s father oft, 

W hen he hath mus’d of taking kingdoms in. 
Bestow'd his lips on that unworthy place, 
As it rain’d kisses. 

Re-enter Antony and Enobarbus. 

Anf. Favours, by Jove that thunders I 
What art tliou, fellow ? 

Thyr. One that but performs 

The bidding of the fullest man, and 
worthiest 87 

To have command obey’d. 

Eno. [Aside] You will be v^hipt. 

Ant. Approach there.—Ah, you kite I— 
Now, gods and devils ! 

Authority melts from me. Of late, when I 
cried ‘Hoi’ 00 

Like boys unto a muss, kings would start 
forth 

And cry ‘ Your will ? ' Have you no cars ? 

1 am 
Antony yet. 

Enter Servants. 

Take hence this Jack and whip him. 
Eno. Tis better playing with a lion's 
whelp 

Than with an old one dying. 

Anf. Moon and stars ! 95 

Whip him. Were’t twenty of the greatest 
tributaries 

That do acknowledge Caesar, should 1 find 
them 

So saucy with the hand of she here—what’s 
her name 

Since she was Cleopatra ? Whip him, 
fellow's, 

Till like a boy you see him cringe his face. 
And whine aloud for mercy. Take him 
hence. 

Thyr. Mark Antony— 

Anf. Tug him away. Being whipt, 
Bring him again: the Jack of Caesar’s shall 
Bear us an errand to him. jo4 

[Exeunt Servants with Thyreus. 
You were half blasted ere I knew you. Ha I 
Have I my pillow left unpress'd in Rome, 
Forborne the getting of a lawful race. 

And by a gem of women, to be abus’d 
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Scene 13] 

By one that looks on feeders ? 

Clco, Good my lord— 

Ant. You have been a boggier ever, 
lint when we in our vidousness grow 
hard— 

O misery on’t!—the wise gods seel our eyes 
In our own filth drop our clear judgments^ 
make us 

Adore our errors, laugh at’s while we strut 
To our confusion. 

Cko. O, is't come to this ? 

An/. 1 found you as a morsel cold upon 
Dead Oesar’s trencher. Nay, you were a 
fragment 

Of Cncius Pompey's, besides what hotter 
hours, 

Unregist’rcd in vulgar fame, you have 
Luxuriously pick’d out; for I am sure, 12 
Though you can guess what temperance 
should be. 

You know not what it is. 

Cleo. Wherefore is this ? 

Aid. To let a fellow that will take 
rewards, 12; 

And say ‘ (iod quit you ! ’ be familiar wuth 
My playfellow, your hand, this kingly seal 
And plighter of high hearts I O that 1 were 
Upon the hill ot Basan to outroar 
1 he horned herd ! For 1 have savage cause, 
And to proclaim it civilly were like 
A halter’d neck which docs the hangman 
thank 130 

For being yare about him. 

Re-enter a Servant with Thyreus. 

Is he whipt ? 

Serv. Soundly, my lord. 

Ant, Cried he ? and begg’d ’a pardon ? 

Sew. He did ask favour. 

Anf. If that thy father live, let him 
repent 

Thou wast not made his daughter ; and be 
thou sorry 

To follow Ca*sar in his triumph, since 13^^ 
Thou hast been whipt for following him. 
Henceforth 

The white hand of a lady fever thee ! 

Shake thou to look on't. Get thee back to 
Cfesar; 

Tell him thy entertainment; look thou say 
He makes me angry with him; for he 
seems 14« 

Proud and disdainful, harping on what 1 
am, 

Not what he knew I was. He makes me 
angry ; 

And at this time most easy 'tis to do't, 
When my good stars, that were my former 
guides, 

Have empty left their orbs and shot their 
fires 

Into th’ abysm of hell. If he mislike 
My speech and what is done, tell him he 
has 


Hipparchus, my enfranched bondman^ 
whom 

He may at pleasure whip or hang or 
torture, 150 

As he shall like, to quit me. Urge it thou. 
Hence witli thy stripes, be gone, 

[Exit Thyreus, 
Cleo. Have you done yet ? 

Ant. Alack, our terrene moon 

Is now eclips'd, and it portends alone 
1 he fall of Antony. 

Cleo. I must stay his time. 155 

Awl. To flatter Ca'sar, would you mingle 
eyes 

With one that ties his points ? 

Cleo. Not know me yet ? 

Awl. Cold-hearted toward me ? 

Cleo. Ah, dear, if I be so, 

From my cold heart let heaven engender 
hail, 

And poison it in the source, and the first 
stone i(K> 

Drop in mv neck ; as it determines, so 
Dissolve my life ! The next Ca'sarion smite! 

1 ill by degrees the memor>^ of my womb, 
logether with my brave Egyptians all, x»>4 
By the discandying of this pelleted storm, 
Lie graveless, till the flies and gnats of Nile 
Have buried them for prey. 

Awl. I am satisfied. 

Caesar sits down in Alexandria, where 
I will oppose his fate. Our force by land 
Hath nobly held ; our sever’d navy too 170 
Have knit again, and fleet, threat’ning 
most sea-like. 

Where hast thou been, my heart ? Dost 
thou hear, lady ? 

If from the field 1 shall return once more 
lo kiss these lips, 1 will appear in biood. 

I and my sword will earn oar chronicle. 175 
There’s hope in’t yet. 

Cleo. 'that's my brave lord ! 

Awl. I will be treble-sinew’d, hearted, 
breath’d, 

And fight maliciously. For when mine 
hours I7Q 

Were nice and lucky, men did ransom lives 
Of me for jests ; but now I'll set my teeth. 
And send to darkness all that stop me. 
Coaie, 

Let's have one other gaudy night. Call to 
me 

All my sad captains; fill our bowls once 
more; 

Let’s mock the midnight bell. 

Cleo. It is my birthday. 1S5 

I had thought t'have held it poor; but 
since my lord 

Is Antony again, 1 will be Cleopatra. 

Awl. We will yet do well. 

Cleo. Call all his noble captains to my 
lord. 

Awl. Do so, we'll speak to them; and 
to-night I'll force 19^ 
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[Act 4 


The wine peep through their scars. Come 
on, my queen. 

There's sap in’t yet. The next time I do 
fight 

ru make death love me ; for 1 will cop^tend 
Even with his pestilent scythe. 

[Exeunt all but Enoharhus, 
Eno, Now he'll outstare the lightning. 
To be furious i<) 

Is to be frighted out of fear, and in that 
mood 

The dove will peck the cstridge ; and I see 
still 

A diminution in our captain's brain 
Restores his heart. When valour preys on 
reason, 

It eats the sword it fights with. I will seek 
Some way to leave him. [Exit. 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Ccesar's camp before Alexandria. 

Enter C^sar, Agrippa, and Maecenas, 
with his Army ; Ccesar reading a letter. 

Cits. He calls me boy, and chides as he 
had power 

To beat me out of Egypt. My messenger 
He hath whipt with rods; dares me to 
personal combat, 

Caesar to Antony. Let the old ruffian know 
1 have many other ways to die, meantime 
Laugh at his challenge. 

Mcec. Ctesar must think, 6 

When one so great begins to rage, he’s 
hunted 

Even to falling. Give him no breath, but 
now 

Make boot of his distraction. Never anger 
Made good guard for itself. 

Cas. Let our best heads 

Know that to-morrow the last of many 
battles 11 

We mean to fight. Within our files there 
are 

Of those that serv'd Mark Antony hut late 
Enough to fetch him in. See it done ; h 
And feast the army ; we have store to do't, 
And they have earn'd the waste. Poor 
Antony I [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Alexandria. Cleopatra's palace. 

Enter Antony, Cleopatra, Enobarbus, 
Charmian, Iras, Alexas, with Others. 

Ant. He will not fight with me, Domitius? 
Eno. No, 

Ant. Why should he not ? 

Eno. He thinks, being twenty times of 
better fortune. 

He is twenty men to one. 

AnL To-morrow, soldier. 

By sea and land I'll fight. Or I will live, 5 
Or bathe my dying honour in the blood 
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Shall make it live again. Woo't thou fight 
well ? 

Eno. ril strike, and cry ’ Take all'. 

Ant. Well said ; come on. 

Call forth my household servants; let’s 
to-night 

Be bounteous at our meal. 

Enter three or four Servitors. 

Give me thy hand, 10 
Thou hast been rightly honest. So hast 
thou ; 

Thou, and thou, and thoii. You have 
serv’d me well. 

And kings have been your fellows. 

CLeo. [Aside to Enobarbus] What means 
this ? 

Eno. [Aside to Cleopatra] 'Tis one of those 
odd tricks wiiich sorrow shoots 
Out of the mind. 

Anb And thou art honest too. 15 

I wish I could ('>e made so many men, 

And all of you clapp’d up together in 
An Antony, that I might do you service 
So good as you have done. 

Serv. The gods forbid I 

Anf. Well, my good fellows, wait on me 
to-night. 20 

Scant not my cups, and make as much 
of me 

As when mine empire was your fellow too, 
And suffer’d n?y command. 

Cleo. [Aside to Enobarbus] What does he 
mean ? 

Eno. (Aside to Cleopatra] To make his 
followers weep. 

Ant. Tend me to-night; 

May be it is the period of your duty. ^5 
Haply you shall not see me more ; or if, 

A mangled shadow. Perchance to-morrow 
You’ll serve another master. I look on 
you 

As one that takes his leave. Mine honest 
friends, 

I turn yon not away ; but, like a master 30 
Married to your good service, stay till death. 
Tend me to-night two hours, 1 ask no more. 
And the gods yield you for't I 
Eno. What mean you, sir, 

To give them this discomfort ? Look, they 
weep; 3t 

And I, an ass, am onion-ey'd. For shame I 
Transform us not to women. 

Ant. Ho, ho, ho ! 

Now the witch take me if I meant it thus I 
race grow where those drops fall I My 
hearty friends, 

You take me in too dolorous a sense; 

For I spake to you for your comfort, did 
desire you 40 

To burn this night with torches. Know, my 
hearts, 

hope well of to-morrow, and will lead you 
Where rather I’ll expect victorious life 
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Scene 2] 

Than death and honour. Let’s to supper, 
come, 

And drown consideration. [ExeunL 

Scene III. Alexandria. Before Cleopatra*s 
palace. 

Enter a Company of Soldiers. 

1 Sold. Brother, good ni^;*ht. To-morrow 

is the day. 

2 Sold. It will determine one way. Fare 

you well. 

Heard you of nothing strange about the 
streets ? 

1 Sold. Nothing. What news ? 

2 Sold. Belike 'tis but a rumour. Good 

night to you. 

1 Sold. Well, sir, good night. 

They meet other Soldiers. 

2 Sold. Soldiers, have careful watch. 

1 Sold. And you. Good night, good night. 

[The two companies separate and place 
themselves in every corner of the stage. 

2 Sold. Here we. And if to-morrow 
Our navy thrive, 1 have an absolute hope 
Our landmen will stand !ip. 

3 Sold. Tis a brave army, 

And full of purpose. 

[Music of the hautboys is under (he stage. 

2 Sold. Peace, what noise ? 

3 Sold. List, list! 

2 SoU. Hark ! 

3 Sold. Music i’ th' air. 

4 Sold. Under the earth. 

5 Sold. It signs well, does it not ? 

4 Sold. No. 

3 Sold. Peace, I say ! 

What should this mean ? 15 

2 Sold. ’Tis the god Hercules, whom 

Antony lov’d, 

Now leaves him. 

3 Sold. Walk ; let’s see if other watchmen 
Do hear what we do. 

2 Sold. How now, masters ! ly 

Soldiers. [Speaking together] How now ! 

How now 1 Do you hear this ? 

1 Sold. Ay ; is't not strange ? 

3 Sold. Do you hear, masters ? Do you 

hear ? 

1 Sold. Follow the noise so far as wc have 
quarter; 

Let's see how it will give off. 25 

Soldiers. Content. ’Tis strange. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Alexandria. Cleopatra's palace. 

Enter Antony and Cleopatra, Charmian, 
Iras, with Others. 

Ant. Eros ! mine armour, Eros 1 
Cleo. Sleep a little. 

Ant. No, my chuck. Eros 1 Come, mine 
armour, Eros! 


Enler Eros with armour. 

Come, good fellow, put mine iron on. 

If fortune be not ours to-day, it is 
Because we brave her. Come, 

Cleo. Nay, I’ll help too. s 

What's this for ? 

Ant. Ah, let be, let be ! Thou art 

The armourer of my heart. False, false; 
this, this. 

Cleo. Sooth, la. I’ll help. Thus it must be. 
Ant. Well, well; 

V/e shall thrive now. Seest thou, my good 
fellow ? 

Go put on thy defences. 

Eros. Briefly, sir. ro 

Cleo. Is not this buckled well ? 

Ant. Rarely, rarely 1 

He that unbuckles this, till we do please 
lo daff’t for our repose, shall hear a storm. 
Thou fiimblest, Eros, and my queen’s a 
squire 

More tight at this than thou. Dispatch. O 
love, 15 

That thou couldst see my wars to-day, and 
knew’st 

The royal occupation! Thou shouldst see 
A workman in’t. 

Enter an armed Soldier. 

Good-morrow to thee. Welcome. 
Thou look’st like him that knows a warlike 
charge. 

To business that wc love we rise betime, 20 
And go to’t with delight. 

Sold. A thousand, sir, 

Early though’t be, have on their riveted 
trim, 

And at the port expect you. 

[ShoMf. Flourish of trumpets within. 

Enter Captains and Soldiers. 

Capt. The morn is fair. Good morrow. 
General. 

All. Good morrow. General. 

Ant. 'Tis well blown, lads. 25 

This morning, like the spirit of a youth 
That means to be of note, begins betimes. 
So, so. Come, give me that. This way. 
Well said. 

Fare thee well, dame, whate’er becomes of 
me. 

This is a soldier’s kiss. Rebukeable, 50 
And worthy shameful check it were, to 
stand 

On more mechanic compliment; I’ll leave 
thee 

Now like a man of steel. You that will 
fight, 

Follow me close ; I’ll bring you to’t. Adieu. 
[Exeunt Antony, Eros, Captains and 
Soldiers, 

Char, Please you retire to your chamber ? 
Cleo, Lead me. 
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He goes forth gallantly. That he and 
Ca'sar might 

Detcnnine this great war in single fight I 
tbcn, Antony—but now. Well, on. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene V. Alexandria. Antonyms camp. 

Trumpets sound. Enter Antony and Eros, 
a Soldier meeting them. 

Sold. The gods make this a happy day 
to Antony ! 

AnU Would thou and those thy scars had 
once prevail’d 

To make me fight at land I 

Sold. Hadst thou done so 

The kings that have revolted, and the 
soldier 

That has this morning left thee, would have 
still 

Followed thy heels. 

Ant. Who’s gone this morning ? 
Sold. Who ? 

One ever near thee. Call for Enobarbus, 
He shall not hear thee ; or from Casar’s 
camp 

Say * I am none of thine’. 

Anfi What say’st thou ? 

Sold. Sir, 

He is with Caesar. 

Eros. Sir, his chests and treasure 

He has not with him. 

Ant. Is he gone ? 

Sold. Most certain. 

Ant. Go, Ebos, send his treasure after; 
do it; 12 

Detain no jot, I charge thee. Write to 
him— 

I will subscribe—gentle adieus and greet¬ 
ings ; 

Say that 1 wish he never find more cause 15 
To change a master. O, my fortunes have 
Corrupted honest men I Dispatch. Eno¬ 
barbus 1 [Exeunl. 

Scene VI. Alexandria. Ccesar*s camp. 

Elourish. Enter Agrippa, CiESAR, with 
Dot ABELL A and Enobarbus. 

Cces, Go forth, Agrippa, and begin the 
fight. 

Our will is Antony be took alive; 

Make it so known. 

Agr. Cajsar, I shall. [Exit. 

Cces. The time of universal peace is near. 
Prove this a prosp’rous day, the three- 
nook’d world 6 

Shall bear the olive freely. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Antony 

Is come into the field. 

Cces. Go charge Agrippa 

Plant those that have revolted in the vant, 

Z184 


[Act 4 

That Antony may seem to spend his fury 10 
Upon himself. [Exeunf all but Enobarbus. 
Eno. Alexas did revolt and went to 
Jewry on 

Affairs of Antony ; there did dissuade 
Great Herod to incline himself to Cresar 
And leave his master Antony. For this 
pains 1 s 

Caesar hath bang’d him. Canidius and the 
rest 

That fell away have entertainment, but 
No honourable trust. I have done ill. 

Of which I do accuse myself so sorely 
That I will joy no more. 

Enter a Soldier of Ccesar*s, 

Sold. Enobarbus, Antony 20 

Hath after thee sent all thy treasure, with 

His bounty overplus. The messenger 
Came on my guard, and at thy tent is now 
Unloading of his mules. 

Eno. 1 give it you. 

Sold. Mock not, Enobarbus. 25 

I tel! you true. Best you saf'd the bringer 
Out of the host. I must attend mine office. 
Or would have done’t myself. Your emperor 
Continues still a Jove. [Exit. 

Eno. I am alone the villain of the earth, 
And feel I am so most. O Antony, 31 
Thou mine of bounty, how wouJdst thou 
have paid 

My better service, when my turpitude 
Thou dost so crown with gold ! This blows 
my heart. 

If swift thought break it not, a swifter mean 
Shall outstrike thought; but thought will 
do't, 1 feel. 30 

I fight against thee ? No ! I will go seek 
Some ditch wherein to die ; the foul’st best 
fits 

My latter part of life. [Exit. 

Scene VII. Field of battle between the 
camps. 

Alarum. Drums and trumpets. Enter 
Agrippa and Others. 

Agr. Retire. We have engag’d ourselves 
too far. 

Cajsar himself has work, and our oppression 
Exceeds what we expected. lExeunt. 

Alarums. Enter Antony, and Scarus 
wounded. 

Scar. O my brave Emperor, this is fought 
indeed ! 

Had wc done so at first, we had droven 
them home 5 

With clouts about their heads. 

Ant. Thou bleed'st apace. 

Scar. I had a wound here tliat was like 
a T, 

But now ’tis made an H. 

Ant. They do retire. 
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Scene 7] 

Scar, We'll beat 'em into bench-holes. 1 
have yet 

Room for six scotches more. lo 

Enter Eros. 

Eros, They are beaten, sir, and our 
advantage serves 
For a fair victory. 

Scar, Let us score their backs 
And snatch ’em up, as we take hares, 
behind. 

'Tis sport to maul a runner. 

Ant. 1 will reward thee 

Once for thy sprightly comfort, and tenfold 
For thy good valour. Come thee on. 

Scar, ril halt after. [Exeunt. 

Scene VlII. Under the walls of Alexandria. 

Alarum, Enter Antony, again in a march ; 

ScAKUs with Others. 

Ant, We have beat him to his camp. Rim 
one before 

And let the Queen know of our gests. 
To-morrow, 

Before the sun shall sec's, we’ll spill the 
blood 

That has to-day CsScap’d. I thank you all; 
For doughty-handed are you, and have 
fought s 

Not as you serv’d the cause, but as't had 
been 

Each man's like mine; you have shown 
all Hectors. 

Enter the city, clip your wives, your friends. 
Tell them your feats; whilst they with 
joyful tears 

Wash the congcalment from your wounds 
and kiss lo 

The honour’d gashes whole. 

Enter Cleopatra, attended, 

[To Scarus] Give me thy hand.— 
To this great fairy I’ll commend thy 
acts, 

Make her thanks bless thee. O thou day o’ 
th’ world. 

Chain mine arm’d neck. Leap thou, attire 
and all, 

1 hrough proof of harness to my heart, and 
there is 

Ride on the pants triumphing. 

Cleo. Lord of lords ! 

O infinite virtue, com'st thou .«miling from 
The world’s great snare uncaught ? 

Ant. Mine nightingale. 

We have beat them to their beds. What, 
girl! though grey 

Do something mingle with our younger 
brown, yet ha’ we 

A brain that nourishes our nerves, and can 
Get goal for goal of youth. Behold this man; 
Commend unto his lips thy favouring 
hand— 


Kiss it, my warrior—he hath fought to¬ 
day 

As if a god in hate of mankind had -'5 
Destroyed in such a shape. 

Cleo. ril give thee, friend, 

An armour all of gold ; it was a king’s. 
Anl. He has deserv’d it, were it car- 
buncled 

Like holy Phoebus’ car. Give me thy hand. 
Through Alexandria make a jol’y march ; 
Bear our hack’d targets like the men that 
owe them. 31 

Had our great palace the capacity 
To camp this host, we all would sup 
together. 

And drink carouses to the next day’s fate, 
Which promises royal peril. Trumpeters, 35 
With brazen din blast you the city’s ear ; 
Make mingle with our rattling tabourines, 
rhat heaven and earth may strike their 
sounds together, 

Applauding our approach. [Exeunt. 

Scene IX. Ccesar’s camp. 

Enter a Centurion cnul his Company; 
Enoijariu'S follows. 

Cent. If we be not reliev’d within this 
hour, 

We must return to th’ court of guard. The 
night 

Is shiny, and they say w’e shall embattle 
By th’ second hour i’ th' morn. 

1 Watdi. This last day was 

A shrewd one to's. 

Eno. O, bear me witness, night— 5 

2 Watch. What man is this ? 

1 Watch Stand close and list him. 

Eno. Be witness to me, O thou blessed 

moon, 

When men revolted shall upon record 
Bear hateful memory, poor Enobarbus did 
Before thy face repent ! 

Cent. Enobarbus ? 

2 Watch. Peace ! 10 

Hark further. 

Eno. O sovereign mistress of true 
melancholy, 

The poisonous damp of night dispongc upon 
me, 

That life, a very rebel to my will, 

May hang no longer on me. Throw my 
heart 15 

Against the flint and hardness of my 
fault, 

Which, being dried with grief, will break 
to powder. 

And finivSh all foul thoughts. O Antony, 
Nobler than my revolt is infamous, 

Forgive me in thine own particular, 

But let the world rank me in register 
A master-leaver and a fugitive 1 
O Antony ! O Antony ! (Dies. 

1 Watch, Let's speak to him. 
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[Act 4 


Cent. Let’s hear him, for the things he 
speaks 

May concern Ca'sar. 

2 Watch. Let’s do so. But he sleeps 

Cent. Swoons rather; for so bad a prayer 
as his 

Was never yet for sleep. 

1 Watch. Go \vc to him. 

2 Walcli. Awake, sir, awake ; speak to us. 

1 Watch. Hear you, sir ? 

Cent. The hand of death hath raught him. 
[Dru?>?s afar off] Hark ! the drums 
bemurcly wake the sleepers. Let us bear 
him 

To th’ court of guard ; he is of note. Our 
hour 
Is fully out. 

2 Watch. Come on, then ; 

He may recover yet. [Exeunt with Uie body. 

ScENU X. Between the two camps. 
Enter Antony and Scarvs, with their Army. 

Ant. Their preparation is to-day by sea ; 
We please them not by land. 

Scar. For both, my lord. 

Ant. I would they’d light i’ th’ tire or i' 
th’ air; 

We’d fight there too. But this it is, our foot 
Upon the hills adjoining to the city ? 
Shall stay with us—Order for sea is given ; 
They have put forth the haven— 

Where their appointment we may best 
discover 

And look on their endeaN our. [^xeiinC 

Scene XL Between live camps. 

Enter C/ESAR and his Army. 

Cces. But being charg’d, wc will be still 
by land, 

Which, as 1 take’t, we shall; for his best 
force 

Is forth to man his galleys, lo the valcv. 
And hold our best advantage. [Exetdnt. 

Scene XII. A hill near Alexandria. 
Enter Antony and Scarus. 

Ant. Yet they are not join'd. Where 
yond pine does stand 
I shall discover all. I’ll bring thee word 
Straight how 'tis like to go. lHxi7. 

Scar. Swallows have built 

In Cleopatra’s sails their nests. The 
augurers 

Say they know not, they cannot tell; look 
grimly, s 

And dare not speak their knowledge, 
Antony 

Is valiant and dejected ; and by starts 
His fretted fortunes give him hope and fear 
Of what he has and has not. 

[Alarum afar off, as at a sea-fight. 


Re-enter Antony. 

Ant. All is lost! 

This foul Egyptian hath betrayed me. lo 
My fleet hath yielded to the foe, and 
yonder 

They cast their caps up and carouse 
together 

Like friends long lost. Triple-turn’d whore! 
'tis thou 

Hast sold me to this novice : and my heart 
Makes only wars on thee. Bid them all fly ; 
P'or when I am reveng’d upon my charm, 
1 have done all. Bid them all fly ; begone. 

lExif Scarus. 

O sun, tliy uprise shall 1 sec no more 1 
Fortune and Antony part iierc ; even here 
Do we shake hands. All come to this ? The 
Jicarfs 20 

That spanid’d me at heels, to whom I gave 
Ineir wishes, do discaiidy, melt ilKir sw'cets 
On blossoming Caesar; and this pine is 
bark'd 

That overtopp’d them all. Betray’d I am. 
O this false soul of F^gypt ! ti.is grave 
charm— 25 

Whose eye beck’d forth my wars and call’d 
them borne, 

Whose bosom was my crownot, my chief 
end— 

Like a right gipsy hath at fast and loose 
Beguil'd me to the very heart of loss. 
What, Eros, Eros ! 

Enter Ci.eoiwtra, 

Ah, thou spell 1 Avaunt! vo 
Clco. Whv is my lord enrag'd agwiinst his 
love ? 

Ant. Vanish, or I shall give thee thy 
deserving 

And blemish Osar’s triumph. Let him 
take t liee 

And hoist thee up to the shouting plebeians; 

ollow his chariot, like the grcab st spot ;>.?> 
Of all thy sex; most monstcr-iike, be 
shown 

’or poor’st diminutives, for doits, and let 
*atient Octavia plough thy visage up 
With her prepared nails. [Exit Cleopatra. 

' I'is well tb.’art gone, 
f it be well to live ; but better 'twere 40 
1 hou telTst into my fijry, for one death 
Might hav e prevented many. Eros, ho ! 
ihe shirt of Nessus is upon me; teach 
me, 

Alcides, thou mine ancestor, thy rage; 

Let me lodge Lichas on the horns o’ th’ 
moon, 45 

And with those hands that grasp’d the 
heaviest club 

ubdue my worthiest self. The witch shall 
die. 

o the young Homan boy she hath sold me, 
and I fall 
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Scene 12] 

Under this plot. She dies for't. Eros, ho ! 

\ExiL 

SciiNE XIll. Alexandria. Cleopatra's 
palace. 

Enter Cleopatra, Charmian, Iras, and 
Mardian. 

Cko. Help me, rny women. O, he i 
more mad 

Than Telamon for his shield ; the hoar of 
Thessaly 

Was never so emboss’d. 

Char. To th’ monument. ! 

There lock yourself, and send him word you 
are dead. a 

The soul and body rive not more in parting 
Than greatness going oil. 

Cleo. T o th’ monument! 

Mardian, go tell him I have slain rnyselt; 
Say that the last I spoke was ’ Antony * 
And word it, prithee, piteously. Hence, 
Mardian, 

And bring me how he takes my death. To 
th’ monument! ffcxeimh 

Scene XIV. Cleopatra's palace. 

Enter Antony and Eros. 

Ant. Eros, thou yet behold’st me ^ 

Eros. Ay, noble lord. 

Ant. Sometime we sec a cloud that’s 
dragonish ; 

A \ a pour sometime like a hear or lion, 

A towerTl citadel, a pendent rock, 

A idrked mountain, or blue promontory 5 
With trees ui)on’t that nod unto the 
world 

And mock our eyes with air. Thou hast 
seen these signs ; 

They arc black vesper's pageants. 

Eros. Ay, my lord. 

Ant. That which is now a horse, even 
with a thought 

The rack dislimns, and makes it indistinct, 
As water is in water. 

Eros. It docs, my lord. 

Aid. My good knave Eros, now thy 
captain is 

Even such a body. Here I am Antony; 
Yet cannot hold this visible shape, my 
knave. 

I made these wars for Egypt; and the 
Queen— 15 

Whose heart I thought I had, for she had 
mine. 

Which, whilst it was mine, had annex’d 
unto’t 

A million moe, now lost—she, Eros, has 
Pack’d cards with C«sar, and false-play’d 
my glory 

Unto an enemy’s triumph. 20 | 

Nay, weep not, gentle Eros 5 there is left us | 
Ourselves to end ourselves, I 


Enter Mardian. 

O, thy vile lady ! 
She has robb’d me of my sword. 

Mar. No, Antony 5 

My mistress lov’d thee, and her fortunes 
mingled 

Willi fhinc entirely. 

Ant. Hence, saucy eunuch ; peace ! 25 
She hatli betray'd me, and shall die the 
death. 

Mar. D('ath of one person can be paid but 
once, 

And that she has discharg’d. What thou 
w'ouldst do 

Is done unto thy hand. The last she spake 
Was ‘ Antony ! most noble Antony I ’ jo 
1 hen in the midst a tearing groan did break 
The name of Antony ; it was divided 
Between her heart and lips. She rend’red 
life, 

Tliy name so burled in her. 

Aid. Dead then ? 

Mar. Dead, 

Ant. Unarm, Eros ; the long day’s task is 
done, 35 

And vve must sleep. That thou depart’st 
hence safe 

Does pay thy labour richly. Go. 

[Exit Mardian* 
Off, pluck off! 

The sevenfold shield of Ajax cannot keep 
T he battery from my heart. O, cleave, my 
sides I 3 > 

Heart, once be stronger than thy continent, 
Track thy frail case. Apace, Eros, apace.— 
No more a soldier. Bruised pieces, go ; 

You have been nobly borne.—From me 
awhile. [Exit Eros. 

I will o’ertakc thee, Cleopatra, and 
Weep for my pardon. So it must be, for 
now .t 5 

All length is torture. Since the torch is out. 
Lie down, and stray no farther. Now all 
labour 

Mars what it does ; yea, very force en¬ 
tangles 

Itself with strength. Seal then, and all is 
done. 

Eros !— I come, my queen.—Eros !—Stay 
for me ; 50 

WTicrc souls do couch on flowers, we’ll hand 
in hand, 

And with our sprightly port make the 
ghosts gaze. 

Dido and her /Eneas shall want troops. 
And all the haunt be ours.—Come, Eros, 
Erosl 

Re-enter Eros. 

Eros. What would my lord ? 

Anf. Since Cleopatra died, 55 

I have liv’d in such dishonour that the gods 
Detest my baseness. I, that with my sword 



ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 


Quarter’d the world, and o’er green 
Neptune’s back 

With ships made cities, condemn myself 
to lack 

The courage of a woman ; less noble mind 
Than she which by her death our Cjesar 
tells 

’ I am conqueror of myself’. Thou art 
sworn, Eros, 

That, when the exigent should come— 
which now' 

Is come indeed—when I should see behind 
me 

Th’ inevitable prosecution of 
Disgrace and horror, that, on my command. 
Thou then wouldst kill me. Do t; the time 
is come. 

Thou strik’st not me; *tis Ca‘sar thou 
defeat’st. 

Put colour in thy cheek. 

Eros, 1 he gods withhold me ! 

Shall 1 do that which all the Parthian darts, 
Thougli enemy, lost aim and could not ? 

Ant, Eros, 

Wouldst thou be window’d in great Rome 
and see 7-' 

Thy master thus with pleach’d arms, bend¬ 
ing down 

His corrigible neck, his face subdu’d 
To penetrative shame, whilst the wheel'd 
seat 75 

Of fortunate Cajsar, drawn before him, 
branded 

His baseness that ensued ? 

Eros, I would not see't. 

A)U. Come, then ; for with a wound I 
must be cur’d. 

Draw that thy honest sword, which thou 
hast worn 

Most useful for thy country, 

Eros, O, sir, pardon me ! 80 

Ant, When I did make thee free, swor’st 
thou not then 

To do this when I bade thee ? Do it at once. 
Or thy precedent services are all 
But accidents unpurpos’d. Draw, and 
come. 

Eros, Turn from me then that noble 
countenance, h5 

Wherein the worship of the w'hole world 
lies. 

Ant. Lo thee I [Turning from him, 

Eros, My sword is drawn. 

Ant, Then let it do at once 

The thing why thou hast drawn it. 

Eros, My dear master, 

My captain and my emperor, let me say, 90 
Before I strike this bloody stroke, farewell. 

Ant, *Tis said, man ; and farewell. 

Eros, Farewell, great chief. Shall I strike 
now ? 

Ant, Now, Eros. 

Eros, Why, there tlien I Thus do I escape 
the sorrow 94 
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[Act 4 

Of Antony's death. [Kills himself. 

Ant, Thrice nobler than myself I 

Thou tcachcst me, O valiant Eros, what 
1 should, and thou couldst not. My queen 
and Eros 

Have, by their brave instruction, got upon 
me 

A nobleness in record. But 1 will be 99 
A bridegroom in my death, and run into’t 
As to a lover's bed. Come, then ; and, 
Eros, 

Thy master dies thy scholar. To do thus 
[Falling on his sword, 
I iearn’d of thee. How ? not dead ? not 
dead ?— 

The guard, ho ! O, dispatch me ! 

F'ttfer Dijucetas and a Guard. 

1 Guard. What’s the noise ? 

Am. I have done my work ill, friends. O, 

make an end 105 

Of what 1 have begun. 

2 Guard, The star is fail'n. 

1 Guard, And time is at his period. 

All, Alas, and w'oe ! 

Anf. Let him that loves me, strike me 
dead. 

1 Guard, Not 1. 

2 Guard. Nor I. 1 .9 

3 Guard. Nor any one. [Exeunt Guard, 

Der. Thy death and fortunes hid thy 

followers fly. 

This sword but shown to C<esar, with this 
tidings, 

Shall enter me with him. 

Enter Diomedes. 

Dio. Where’s Antony ? 

Der. There, Diomed, there. 

Dio. Lives he ? 

Wilt thou not answer, man ? 115 

[Exit Dercetas, 

Ant, Art thou there, Diomed ? Draw thy 
sword and give me 
Sufficing strokes for death. 

Dio. Most absolute lord. 

My mistress Cleopatra sent me to thee. 

Ant. W hen did she send thee ? 

Dio. Now, my lord. 

Ant. Where is she ? 

Dio, Lock'd in her monument. She had a 
prophesying fear i.’o 

Of what hath come to pass ; for when she 
saw— 

Which never shall be found—you did 
suspect 

She had dispos’d with Caesar, and that your 
rage 

Would not be purg'd, she sent you word she 
was dead; 

But fearing since how it might work, hath 
sent 125 

Me to proclaim the truth; and 1 am come, 

1 dread, too late. 



Scene 14] 

Ant. Too late, good Diomed. Call my 
guard, I prithee. 

Dio. What, ho! the Emperor’s guard ! 
The guard, what ho ! 

Come, your lord calls I 130 

Enter four or five of the Guard of Antony. 

Ant. Bear me, good friends, where 
Cleopatra bides ; 

*Tis the last service that I shall command 
you. 

1 Guard. Woe, woe are we, sir, you may 
not live to wear 
All your true followers out, 

AIL Most heavy day ! 

Ant. Nay, good my fellows, do not please 
sharp fate i 

To grace it with your sorrows. Bid that 
welcome 

Which comes to punish us, and we punish 
it, 

Seeming to bear it lightly. Take me up. 

I have led you oft; carry me now, good 
friends. 

And have my thanks for all. T.ir 

{Exeunt, bearing Antony. 

Scene XV. Alexandria. A monument. 

Enter Cleopatra and her Maids alofU with 
CiiARMiAN and Iras, 

Cleo. O Charmian, I will never go from 
hence! 

Char. Be comforted, dear madam. 

Cleo. No, I will not. 

All strange and terrible events are welcome, 
But comforts we despise; our size of 
sorrow, 

Proportion’d to our cause, must be as great 
As that which makes it. 

Enter Diomedes, belou’. 

How now ! Is he dead ? 

Dio. His death's upon him, but not dead. 
Look out o' th’ other side your monument; 
His guard have brought him thither. 

Enter, below, Antony, borne by the Guard. 

Cleo. O sun. 

Burn the great sphere thou mov’st in! 

Darkling stand i 

The varying shore o' th’ world. O Antony, 
Antony, Antony ! Help, Charmian ; help, 
Iras, help; 

Help, friends below! Let's draw him 
hither. 

Ant. Peace! 

Not Caesar's valour hath o'erthrown Antony, 
But Antony's hath triumph'd on itself. 15 

Cleo. So it should be, that none but 
Antony 

Should conquer Antony ; but woe 'tis so ! 

Ant. 1 am dying, Egypt, dving; only 
1 here importune death awhile, until 
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Of many thousand kisses the poor last 20 
I lay upon thy lips. 

Cieo. I dare not, dear. 

Dear my lord, pardon I I dare not. 

Lest I be taken. Not th' imperious show 
Of the full-fortun'd Caesar ever shall 
Be brooch'd with me. If knife, drugs, 
serpents, have 25 

Edge, sting, or operation, I am safe. 

Your wife Octavia, with her modest eyes 
And still conclusion, shall acquire no 
honour 

Demuring upon me. But come, come, 
Antony— 

Help me, my women—we must draw thee 
up; 30 

Assist, good friends. 

Ant. O. quick, or I am gone. 

Cko. Here’s sport indeed ! How heavy 
weighs my lord ! 

Our strength is all gone into heaviness ; 
That makes the weight. Had 1 great Juno’s 
power. 

The stroiig-vving’d Mercury should fetch 
thee up, 35 

And set thee by Jove's side. Yet come a 
little. 

Wishers were ever fools. O come, come, 
come, 

[They heave Antony aloft to Cleopatra. 
And welcome, welcome ! Die where thou 
hast liv’d 

Quicken with kissing. Had my lips that 
power. 

Thus w'ould 1 wear them out. 

All. A heavy sight I 40 

Ant. 1 am dying, Egypt, dying. 

Give me some wine, and let me speak a 
little. 

Cleo. No, let me speak ; and let me rail 
so high 

That the false huswife Fortune break her 

wheel, 44 

Provok’d by my offence. 

Ant. One word, sw’eet queen : 

Of Caesar seek your honour, with your 
safety. O! 

Cleo. They do not go together. 

Ant. Gentle, hear me: 

None about Caesar trust but Proculeius. 

Cleo, My resolution and my hands I'll 

trUvSt; 

None about C»Tsar. 50 

Ant. The miserable change now at my 

end 

Lament nor sorrow at; but please your 
thoughts 

In feeding them with those my fonaer 
fortunes 

Wherein I liv'd the greatest prince o’ th* 
world, 

The noblest; and do now not basely die, 55 
Not cowardly put off my helmet to 
My countryman—a Roman by a Roman 

1 x 89 
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[Act 5 


Valiantly vanquish'd. Now my spirit is 
going; 

I can no more. 

Cko. Noblest of men, woo't die ? 

HavSt thou no care of me ? Shall I abide 
In this dull w'orld, which in thy absence is 
No better than a sty / O, see, my women, 

{Antony dies. 

The crown o’ th' earth doth melt. My lord ! 
O, wither'd is the garland of the war. 

The soldier's pole is fall'n ! Young boys and 
girls f >5 

Are level now with men. The odds is gone 
And there is nothing left remarkable 
Beneath the visiting moon. (Suoons. 

Char. O, quietness, lady I 
Iras. She’s dead too, our sovereign. 

Char, Lady! 

Iras. Madam ! 

Char, O madam, madam, madam I 7> 
Iras. Royal Egypt, Empress ! 

Char. Peace, peace, Iras ! 

Cko. No more but e’en a woman, and 
commanded 

By such poor passion as the maid that milks 
And does the meanest chares. It were for 
me : ^ j 

To throw my sceptre at the injurious gods; 
To tell them that this world did equal theirs 
Till they had stol’n our jewel. All's but 
nought; 

Patience is sottish, and impatience does 
Become a dog that’s mad. Thcii is it sin 
To rush into the secret house of death 
Ere death dare come to us ? How do you, 
women ? 

What, wliat! good cheer ! Why, how now, 
Charmian ! 

My noble girls I Ah, women, women, look, 
Our lamp is spent, it’s out I Good sirs, taK( 
heart. ks 

Wc’ll bury him ; and then, what’s brave, 
what's noble, 

Let’s do it after the high Roman fashion, 
And make death proud to take us. Come, 
aw^ay ; 

This case of that huge spirit now is cold. 

Ah, women, women 1 Come ; we have no 
friend t)o 

But resolution and the briefest end. 
[Exeunt; those above hearing off Antony's 
body. 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Alexandria. Casar's camp. 

Enter Ci«i:sAR, Agrippa, Dolabella, M/ii- 
CENAS, Gallus, Proculeius, and Others, 
his Council of War. 

Cces. Go to him, Dolabella, bid him yield ; 
Being so frustrate, tell him he mocks 
The pauses that he makes. 

DoL Caesar, 1 shall. [Exit. 


Enter Dekcetas with the sword of Antony, 

Cces. Wherefore is that ? And what art 
thou that dar’st 
Appear thus to us ? 

Der. 1 am call'd Dcrcetas ; 5 

Mark Antony I serv’d, who best was 
worthy 

Best to be serv’d. Whilst he stood up and 
spoke. 

He was my master, and I wore my life 
To spend upon his haters. If tJuni please 
To take me to thee, as I was to him »*> 
I’ll be to Ca'sar; if thou plcasost not, 

1 yield thee up my life. 

Cits. What is’t thou say'st ? 

Der. I say, O Ciesar, Antony is dead. 
Ctcs. The breaking of so great a thing 
should make 

A greater crack. 'I'lie round world 
Should have shook lions into civil streets, 
And citizens to their dens. Lhe death ot 
Antony 

Is not a single doom : in the name lay 
A moiety of the world. 

Der. He is dead, Ctesar. 

Not by a public minister of justice, > 
Nor by a hired kfule ; but that self hand 
Which writ his honour in the acts it did 
Hath, with the courage which the heart did 
lend it, 

Splitted the heart. This is his sword ; 

I rohb'd his wound of it; behold it stain'd 
With his most noble blood. 

Cues. Look you sad, friends ? 

The gods rebuke me, but it is tidings 
To wash the eyes of kings. 

Agr. And strange it is 

That nature must compel us to lament 
Our most persisted deeds. 

Mcec. His taints and honours 

Wag’d equal with him. 

Agr. A rarer spirit never 

Did steer humanity. But you gods will 
give us 

Some faults to make us men. Cscsar is 
touch’d. 

Mcec. When such a spacious mirror’s set 
before him, 

He needs must see himself. 

Cars. O Antony, 35 

I have follow’d thee to this ! But we do 
lance 

Diseases in our bodies. I must perforce 
Have shown to thee such a declining day 
Or look on thine; we could not stall 
together 

In the whole world. But yet let me lament. 
With tears as sovereign as the blood of 
hearts, 41 

That thou, my brother, my competitor 
In top of all design, my mate in empire, 
Friend and companion in the front of war. 
The arm of mine own body, and the heart 
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Scene 1] 

Where mine his thoughts did kindle—that 
our stars, 4«> 

Unrecondliable, should divide 
Our eqiialness to this. Hear me, good 
friends— 

Enter an Egyptian. 

But I will tell you at some nieeter season. 
The business of this man looks out of him ; 
We’ll hear him what he says. Whence are 
you ? 

Egyp, A poor Egyptian, yet the Queen, 
my mistress, 

Confin’d in all she has, her monument. 

Of thy intents desires instruction, 

That she preparedly may frame herself 55 
To th‘ way she’s forc’d to. 

Civs. Bid her have good heart. 

She soon shall know of us, bv some of ours. 
How honourable and how kindly wc 5s 
Determine for her ; for C iesar cannot learn 
To be ungentle. 

Ei'yp. So the gods preserve* thee 1 [Exit. 
Cevs. Come hither, Proculeius. Go and 
say (i 

We purpose her no shame. Give her what 
comforts 

I he quality of her passion shall ie<iuire. 
Lest, in her greatness, by some mortal 
stroke 

She do defeat us ; for her life in Rome <>5 
Would be eternal in our triumph. Go, 

And with your speediest bring us what she 
says, 

And how you find of her. 

Pro. Ca‘sar, I shall. [Exrf. 

C\es. Gallus, go you along, {ExU Gallus. 

Where's Dolabeila, 

'I’o sccoiid Proculeius ? 

All. Dolabeila ! 

Cci's. Let him alone, for I remember now 
How he’s employ 'd ; he shall in time be 
ready. 

Go with me to my tent, where you shall see 
How hardly I was draw-n into this war, 
How calm and gentle 1 proceeded still :.s 
In all my writings. Go with me, and see 
What 1 can show in this. I Exeunt. 

ScENK 11. Alexandria. The nwntment. 

Entei C .EOPATRA, Charmian, Iras, and 
Mardian, 

Cleo. My desolation does begin to make 
A better life. 'Tis paltry to be Ciesar: 

Not being Fortune, he’s but Fortune’s 
knave, 

A minister of her will; and it is great 
To do that thing that ends all other deeds. 
Which shackles accidents and bolts up 
change, 

Which sleeps, and never palates more the 
dug. 

The beggar’s nurse and Cicsar’s. 


Enter, to the gates of the monumenU Pro¬ 
culeius, Gallus, and Soldiers. 

Pro. Ciesar sends greeting to the Queen 
of Egypt, y 

And bids thee study on what fair demands 
Thou mean’st to have him grant thee. 

Cleo. What's thy name ? 

Pro. My name is Proculeius. 

Cleo. Antony 

Did tell me of you, bade me trust you ; but 
I do not greatly care to be deceiv'd, 

That have no use for trusting. If your 
master 15 

Would have a queen his beggar, you must 
tell him 

That majesty, to keep decorum, must 
No less beg tiian a kingdom. If he please 
To give me coiKiuer’d Egypt for my son, 
He gives me so much of mine own as I zo 
Will kneel to him with thanks. 

Pro. Be of good cheer ; 

Y'are fall’n into a princciy hand ; fear 
nothing. 

Make your full reference freely to my lord, 
Who is so full of grace that it flows over 
On all that need. Let me report to him ..-s 
Your sweet dependency, and you shall fincl 
A conqueror that will pray in aid for 
kindness 

Where he for grace is kneel’d to. 

Cleo. Pray you tell him 

I am his fortune’s vassal and I send him 
1 he greatness he has got. I hourly learn v) 
A doctrine of obedience, and w'ould gladly 
Look him i’ th’ face. 

Pro. This I’ll repv'>rt, dear lady. 

Have comfort, for I know your plight is 
pitied 

Of him that caus’d it. 

Gal. Yon see how easily she may bo 
surpris d. 35 

[Here Proetileius and two of the Guard ascend 
the momnneut by a ladder placed against a 
window, and come behind Cleopatra. Some 
of the Guard unbar and open the gales. 
Guard her till Cjesar come. [ExU. 

Iras. Royal Queen ! 

Char. O Cleopatra! thou art taken. 
Queen I 

Cleo. Quick, quick, good hands. 

[Draw'/wg a dagger. 
Pro. Hold, worthy lady, hold, 

[Disarms her. 

Do not yourself such wrong, who are in this 
Reliev'd, but not betray’d. 

Cleo. What, of death too, 

That rids our dogs of languish ? 

Pro. Cleopatra, 

Do not abuse my master’s bounty by 43 
Th’ undoing of yourself. Let the world see 
His nobleness well acted, which your death 
Will never let come forth. 

Cleo. Where art thou, death ? 
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Come hither, come I Come, come, and take 
a queen 

Worth many babes and beggars! 

Pro. O, temperance, lady ! 

Cleo. Sir, I will eat no meat; Til not 
drink, sir; 

If idle talk will once be necessary, 

I’ll not sleep neither. This mortal house 
I’ll ruin, 

Do Caesar what he can. Know, sir, that I 
Will not wait pinion’d at your master's 
court. 

Nor once be chastis’d with the sober eye 
Of dull Octavia. Shall they hoist me up, 55 
And show me to the shouting varletry 
Of censuring Rome ? Rather a ditch in 
Egypt 

Be gentle grave unto rike! Rather on 
Nilus’ mud 

Lay me stark-nak’d, and let the water-fies 
Blow me into abhorring 1 Rather make (>o 
My country's high pyramides my gibbet. 
And hang me up in chains ! 

Pro. You do extend 

These thoughts of horror furtlicr than you 
shall 

Find cause in Caesar. 

Enter Dolabella. 

Dot. Proculeius, 

What thou hast done thy master Caesar 
knows, 

And he hath sent for thee. For the Queen, 
I'll take her to my guard. 

Pro, So, Dolabella, 

It shall content me best. Be gentle to her. 
[7 0 Cleopatra] lb Caesar 1 will speak what 
you shall please, 

If you’ll employ me to him. 

Cleo, Say 1 would die. 70 

[Exetmt Proculeius and Soldiers. 

Dol. Most noble Empress, you have 
heard of me ? 

Cleo. I cannot tell. 

Dol. Assuredly you know me. 

Cleo. No matter, sir, what I have heard 
or known. 

You laugh when boys or women tell their 
dreams; 

Is’t not your trick ? 

Dol. 1 understand not, madam. 75 

Cleo. I dreamt there was an Emperor 
Antony— 

O, such another sleep, that I might see 
But such another man ! 

Dol. If it might please ye— 

Cleo. His face was as the heav’ns, and 
therein stuck 

A sun and moon, which kept their course 
and lighted 

'The little O, the earth. 

Dol, Most sovereign creature— 

Cleo, His legs bestrid the ocean; his 
rear’d arm 

ZX92 


[Act 5 

Crested the world. His voice was propertied 
As all the tuned spheres, and that to 
friends; 

But when he meant to quail and shake the 
orb, 85 

He was as rattling thunder. For his bounty. 
There was no winter in't; an autumn 
’twas 

That grew the more by reaping. His 
delights 

Were dolphin-like: they show’d his back 
above 

The element they liv’d in. In his livery 90 
Walk’d crowms and crownets ; realms and 
islands were 

As plates dropp’d from his pocket. 

Dol. Cleopatra— 

Cleo. Think you there was or might be 
such a man 
As this 1 dreamt of ? 

Dol. Gentle madam, no. 

Cleo. You lie, up to the hearing of the 
gods. .;S 

Blit if there be nor ever were one such. 

It’s past the size of dreaming. Nature wants 
stuff 

To vie strange forms with fancy; yet t’ 
imagine 

An Antony were nature's piece 'gainst 
fancy. 

Condemning shadows quite. 

Dol. Hear me, good madam. 100 

Y’our loss is, as yourself, great; and you 
bear it 

As answ ering to the w eight. Would I might 
never 

O’ertakc pursu'd success, but I do feel, 

By the rebound of yours, a grief that smites 
My very heart at root. 

Cleo. 1 thank you, sir. 105 

Know you what Csesar means to do with 
me ? 

Dol. I am loath to tell you what I would 
you knew. 

Cleo. Nay, pray you, sir. 

Dol. Though he be honourable— 

Cleo, He'll lead me, then, in triumph ? 
Dol. Madam, he will. I know't. no 

[Flourish. 

Within. Make way there—Caesar J 

Enter Ci£SAR; Gaelus, Proculeius, 
M/ecenas, Seleucus, and others of his 
Train. 

Cccs. Which is the Queen of Egypt ? 

Dol. It is the Emperor, madam. 

[Cleopatra kneels, 
Cces. Arise, you shall not kneel. 

I pray you, rise; rise, Egypt. 

Cleo, Sir, the gods 

Will have it thus; my master and my lord 
1 must obey. 

Cces, Take to you no hard thoughts. 
The record of what injuries you did us, 1x7 
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Scene 2] 

Though written in our flesh, we shall 
remember 

As things but done by chance. 

Cleo. Sole sir o‘ th* world, 

I cannot project mine own cause so well 120 
To make it clear, but do confess I have 
Been laden with like frailties which before 
Have often sham’d our sex. 

Cces. Cleopatra, know 

We will extenuate rather than enforce. 

If you apply yourself to our intents— 125 

Which towards you are most gentle—you 
shall find 

A benefit in this change; but if you seek 
To lav on me a cruelty by taking 
Antony's course, you shall bereave yourself 
Of my good purposes, and put your 
children 13" 

To that destruction which I’ll guard them 

from, 

If thereon you rely. I'll take my leave. 

Cleo, And may. through all the world. 
’Tis yours, and we. 

Your scutchtKMis and your signs of con¬ 
quest, shall 

Hang in what place you please. Here, my 
good lord. 135 

Cits. You shall advise me in all for 

Cleopatra. 

Cleo. This is the brief of money, plate, 
and jewels, 

I am possess’d of. ’Tis exactly valued. 
Not petty thinp admitted. Where’s 
beleiicus ? 

Sel. Here, madam. mo 

Cleo. This is my treasurer ; let him speak, 
my lord. 

Upon his peril, that I have reserv’d 
To myself nothing. Speak the truth, 
Seleiicus. 

Sel. Madam. M4 

I had rather seal my lips than to my peril 
Speak that which is not. 

Cleo. What have I kept back ? 

Sel. Enough to purchase what you have 
made known. 

Ccts. Nay, blush not, Cleopatra; I 
approve 

Your wisdom in the deed. 

Cleo. See, Csesar! O, behold. 

How pomp is follow'cd ! Mine will now be 
yours; 150 

And, should we shift estates, yours would 
he mine. 

The ingratitude of this Seleucus does 
Even make me wild. O slave, of no more 
trust 

Than love that’s hir'd I What, goest thou 
back ? Thou shalt 

Go back, 1 warrant thee ; but ITl catch 
thine eyes 155 

Though they had wings* Slave, soulless 
villain, dog I 
O rarely base 1 


Cces. Good Queen, let us entreat you. 

Cleo. O Caesar, what a wounding shame 
is this. 

That thou vouchsafing here to visit me, 
Doing the honour of thy lordliness 
To one so meek, that mine own servant 
should 

Parcel the sum of my disgraces by 
Addition of his envy ! Say, good Caesar, 
That I some lady trifles have reserv'd, 
Immoment toys, things of such dignity 165 
As we greet modern friends withal; and 
say 

Some nobler token I have kept apart 
For Livia and Octavia, to induce 
^rheir mediation—must I be unfolded 
With one that 1 have bred ? The gods ! It 
smites me 170 

Beneath the fall I have. [To Seleucus] 
Prithee go hence; 

Or I shall show the cinders of my spirits 
Through th’ ashes of my chance. Wert 
thou a man, 

Thou wouldst have mercy on me. 

Os. Forbear, Seleucus, 

I Exit Seleucus. 

Cleo. Be it knowm that we, the greatest, 
arc misthought irs 

For things that others do; and when we 
fall 

We answer others’ merits in our name, 

Arc therefore to be pitied. 

Cces. Cleopatra, 

Not w^hat you have reserv’d, nor what 
acknowledg’d, 

Put we i' th’ roll of conquest. Still be’t 
yours, iSo 

Bestow it at your pleasure; and believe 
Caesar’s no merchant, to make prize with 
you 

Of things that merchants sold. Therefore 
be cheer’d ; 

Make not your thoughts your prisons. No, 
dear Queen ; 

For we intend so to dispose you as 185 
Yourself shall give us counsel. Feed and 
sleep. 

Our care and pity is so much upon you 
That we remain your friend; and so, 
adieu. 

Cleo. My master and my lord ! 

Cflts. Not so. Adieu. 

{Flourish. Exeunt Casar and his Train. 

Cleo. He w'ords me, girls, he words me, 
that I should not 190 

Be noble to myself. But hark thee, 
Charmian! [Whispers Chamtmit. 

Iras. Finish, good lady ; the bright day 
is done. 

And we are for the dark, 

Cleo. Hie thee again, 

I have spoke already, and it is provided; 
Go put it to the haste. 

Char. Madam, 1 wilL 195 

”93 
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He-^nter DoLABfiLLA. 

Dot. Where’s the Queen ? 

Char, Behold, sir. [Exif. 

Cleo. Dolabella! 

Dol. Madam, as thereto sworn by your 
command. 

Which my love makes religion to obey, 

I tell you this : Caesar through Syria 
Intends his journey, and within three 
days -f'o 

You with your children will he send 
before. 

Make your best use of this; 1 have 
perform’d 

Your pleasure and my promise. 

Ck'). Dolabella, 

I shall remain your debtor. 

Do/, I your servant. 

Adieu, good Queen ; 1 must attend on 

Caisar. ::o5 

Cko. Farewell, and thanks. 

I Exit DofaheUa. 

Now, Iras, what think’st thou ? 
Ihou an Egyptian puppet shall be shown 
In Rome as well as 1 . Mechanic slaves. 
With greasy aprons, rules, and hammers, 
shall 

l-pHft us to the view j in their thick 
breaths, 

Rank of gross diet, shall we be cnclouded. 
And forc’d to drink their vapour, 

Iras, The gods forbid ! 

Cleo, Nay, 'tis most certain, Iras. Saucy 
licters 

Will catch at us like strumpets, and scald 
rhymers 

Ballad us out o’ tune ; the quick comedians 
Extemporally will stage us, and present 
Our Alexandrian revels ; Antony 
Shall be brought drunken forth, and I shall 
see 

Some squeaking Cleopatra boy my great¬ 
ness 

r th’ posture of a whore. 

Ims'. O the good gods ! zzo 

Cleo, Nay, that’s certain. 

Iras, I'll never see’t, for I am sure mine 
nails 

Arc stronger than mine eyes. 

Cko, Why, that’s the way 

To fool their preparation and to conquer 
Their most absurd intents. 

Enter Ciiarmian. 

Now, Chaimian! 225 
Show me, my women, like a queen. Go 
fetch 

My best attires. I am again for Cydnus, 

To meet Mark Antony. Sirrah, Iras, go. 
Now, noble Ciiarmian, we’ll dispatch 
indeed; 

And when thou hast done this chare, I’ll 
give thee leave 


[Act 5 

To play till doomsday. Bring our crow'n 
and all. 

[Exit Iras, A noise within, 
Wherefore’s this noise ? 

Enter a Guardsman. 

Guard, Here is a rural fellow 

That will not be denied your Highness’ 
presence. 

He brings you figs. 

Cko. Let him come in. [Exit Guardsman, 
What poor an instrument 
May do a noble deed ! He brings me liberty. 
My resolution’s plac’d, and I have nothing 
Of woman in me. Now from head to foot 
1 am marble-constant; now the fleeting 
moon 

No planet is of mine. 23) 

Re-enter Guardsman and Clown, with a 
basket. 

Guard, This is the man. 

Cko, Avoid, and leave him. 

I Exit Guardsman. 
Hast thou the pretty worm of Nilus there 
That kills and pains not ? 

Clown. Truly, 1 have him. But I would 
not be the partv that should desire you to 
touch him, for bis biting is immortal : those 
i that do die of it do seldom or never recover, 

Cleo. Remember’st thou any that have 
died on’t ? 4 « 

Clown. Very many, men and women too. 
I heard of one of them no longer than 
yesterday: a very honest woman, but 
something given to lie, as a woman should 
not do but in the way of honcstv ; how she 
died of the biting of it, w hat pain she felt— 
truly she makes a very good report o’ th’ 
worm. But he that will believe all tlvat 
they say shall never be saved by half that 
they do. Biit this is most falliable, the 
worm's an odd worm. 

Cko. Get thee hence j farewell. 

Clomu I wish you all joy of the worm. 

FSe/s down the basket. 

Cko. Farewell, 

You must think this, look you, 
that the worm will do his kind. 201 

Cleo, Ay, ay ; farewell. 

Cloivn. Look you, the worm is not to be 
trusted but in the keeping of wise people ; 
for indeed there is no goodness in the worm. 

Cleo. Take thou no care; it shall be 
heeded. 266 

Clown, Very pod. Give it nothing, I 
pray you, for it is not worth the feeding. 

Cleo. Will it eat me ? 269 

Clown. You must not think I am so 
simple but I know the devil himself will 
not eat a woman. I know that a wv^man 
is a dish for the gods, if the devil dress her 
not. But truly, these same whoreson devils 
do the gods great harm in their women, for 
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Scene 2] 

in every ten that they make the devils mar 
five. 275 

Cleo. Well, get thee gone ; farewell. 
Cloivn, Yes, forsooth. 1 wish you joy o’ 
th’ worm. |F.y/ 7. 

Re-emer Iras, uith a robe, crown, &c, 

Cleo. Give me my robe, put on my crown; 
1 have 

Immortal longings in me. Now no more 
1 he juice of Egypt’s grape shall moist this 
lip. 

Yare, yare, good Iras ; quick, Methinks 1 
hear 

Antony call. I see him rouse himself 
T o praise my noble act. 1 hear him mock 
T he luck ol Ca'sar, which the gods give men 
To excuse their after wrath. Husband. 1 
come. 

Now to that name my courage prove my 
title ! 

I am fire and air ; my other elements 
I gi\e to baser life. So, have you done ? 
Come then, and take the last warmth of 
my lips. 

Farewell, kind Charmian. Iras, long lare- 
w'ell, -’<K' 

[Kisses them. Jras falls and dies. 
Have I the aspic in my Hps ? Dost fall ? 

If thou and nature can so gently part, 

Tbe stroke of death is as a lover’s pinch, 
WTiich hurts and is desir’d. Dost thou lie 
still ? 

If thus thou vanishest, thou tell’st the 
world 

It is not worth leave-taking. 

Char. Dissolve, thick cloud, and rain, 
that 1 may sav 

The gods themselves do weep. 

Cleo. T his proves me base. 

If she first meet the curled Antony, 

He'll make demand of her, and spend that 
kiss v'i 

Which is my heaven to have. Come, thou 
mortal wretch, 

[To atj asp, which she applies to her breast. 
With thy sharp teeth this knot intrinsicate 
Of life at once untie. Poor venomous fool. 
Be angry, and dispatch. O couldst thou 
speak, 3fM 

That I might hear thee call great Osar ass 
Unpolicied I 

Char. O Eastern star ! 

Cleo. Peace, peace i 

Dost thou not see my baby at my breast 
That sucks the nurse asleep ? 

Char. O, break ! O, break 1 

Cleo. As sweet as balm, as soft as air, as 
gentle— 

O Antony I Nay, I will take thee too t 31f' 
[Applying another asp to her arm. 
What should I stay— [Dies, 

Char, In this vile world ? So, fare thee 
well. 


Now boast thee, death, in thy possession 
lies 

A lass unparallel’d. Downy windows, close; 
And golden Phrebus never be beheld 315 
Of eyes again so royal! Your crown's 
awTy ; 

ITl mend it and then play— 

Enter the Guard, rushing in, 

1 Guard. Where’s the Queen ? 

Char. Speak softly, wake her not. 

1 Guard. Ctesar hath sent— 

Char. Too slow’ a messenger. 

[Applies an asp, 
O, come apace, dispatch. I partly feel thee. 

1 Guard. Approach, ho 1 All’s not well : 

Caesar’s l)cguird. 3.’; 

2 Guard. There’s Dolabclla sent from 

C-a'sar ; call hirn. 

1 Guard. What work is here ! Charmian, 

is tliis well done ? 

Char. It is well done, and fitting for a 
princess 

I Descended of so many royal kingy. 3^5 
Ah, soldier 1 [Charmian dies. 

lii'-enter Dolabella. 

DoL How goes it here ? 

2 Guard. All dead. 

DoK Ciesar, thy thouglds 

Touch their effects in this. Thyself art 
coming 

To sec perfv'>rm’d the dreaded act which 
thou 

So sought’st to hinder. 330 

Within. A way there, a way for Caesar! 

Re-enter C/TiSau and all his Train. 

DoL O sir, you are too sure an augurer ; 
That you did fear is done. 

Cecs, Bravest at the last, 

She levell’d at our purposes, and being 
royal, 

Took her own way. The manner of their 
deaths ? 331 

I do not see them bleed. 

DoL Who was last with them ? 

1 Guard. A simple countryman that 
brought her figs. 

This was his basket. 

Ctts. Poison’d then. 

1 Guard. O Caesar, 

This Charmian liv'd but now; she stood 
and spake. 

I found her trimming up the diadem 
On her dead mistress. Tremblingly she 
stood, 340 

And on the sudden dropp'd. 

C<es. O noble weakness ! 

If they had swallow^'d poison Twould 
appear 

By external swelling; but she looks like 
sleep, 

As she would catch another Antony 
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In her strong toil of grace. 

Dol. Here on her breast 34!) 

There is a vent of blood, and something 
blown ; 

The like is on her arm. 

1 Guard. I bis is an aspic’s trail; and 
tliese fig-leaves 

Have slime upon them, such as th’ aspic 
leaves 

Upon the caves of Nile. 

CVes. Most probable 350 

That so she died ; for her physician tells 
me 

She hath pursu'd conclusions iniluite 


[Act 5 

Of easy ways to die. Take up her bed. 

And bear her women from the monument. 
She shall be buried by her Antony ; 355 

No grave upon the earth shall clip in it 
A pair so famous. High events as these 
Strike those that make them ; and their 
story is 

No less in pity than his glory which 
Brought them to be lamented. Our army 
shall :a.)o 

In solemn show attend this funeral, 

And then to Home. Come, Dolabella, see 
High order in this great solemnity. 

[Exeunt, 
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DRAMATIS 

CYMBELINE, KUig of Briiuin. 

C'LOiEN, son to the Queen by a former 
husband. 

Posthum us Leon a i us, a gentleman, 

husband to Imogen. 

Bfxarius, a banished lord, disguised under 
the name of Mokuan. 

I sons to Cymhcline, disguised 
Guiderius, I under the names of 1*oly- 
Arvirauus, I noRE and Cadwal, sup- 

J posed sons to Uelarius. 

Philario, friend to Posthumus, \ r, ,• 
Iachimo, friend to Philario, f ^ ^ ^ 

A P'rench (ieutleman, friend to Philario. 
Caius Li^cii'S, General of the Roman Forces. 
A Roman Captain, 

Two British Captains. 

The Scene: 


PERSOX/B 

PisANio, servant to Posthumus. 

Cornelius, a physician. 

'j'wo Lords of C'ymbeiine's court. 

Two Gentlemen of the same. 

Two Gaolers. 

Queen, wife to Cymbcline. 

Imogen, daughter to Cymbeline by a former 
(fiieen. 

Helen, a lady attending on Imogen, 
Apparitions. 

Lords, Ladies, Roman Senators, Tribunes, 
a Soothsayer, a Dutch Gentleman, a 
Spanish Gentleman, Musicians, Odicers, 
Captains, Soldiers, Messengers and 
Attendants. 

iritain ; Italy, 


ACT ONE 

Scene I. Britain, The garden of Cym- 
beline*s palace. 

1 Gent. You do not meet a man but 

frowns; our bloods 

No more obey the heavens than our 
courtiers 

Still seem as does the King’s. 

2 Gent. But what’s the matter ? 

1 Gent. His daughter, and the heir of's 

kingdom, whom 

He purpo.s’d to his wife's sole son—a 
widow 5 

That late he married—hath referr'd herself 
Unto a poor but worthy gentleman. She's 
w edded; 

Her husband banish'd; she imprison'd. 
All 

Is outward sorrow, though I think the King 
Be touch'd at very heart. 

2 Gent. None but the King ? lo 

1 Gent. He that hath lost her too. So is 

the Queen, 

That most desir'd the match. But not a 
courtier, 

Although they wear their faces to the bent 
Of the King's looks, hath a heart that is not 
Glad at the thing they scowl at. 

2 Gent. And why so ? 15 

1 Gent. He that hath miss’d the Princess 

is a thing 

Too bad for bad report; and he that hath 
her— 

1 mean that married her, alack, good man ! 
And therefore banish'd—is a creature such 
As, to seek through the regions of the earth 


1 For one his like, there would be something 
failing 21 

In him that should compare. 1 do not 
think 

So fair an outward and such stinT within 
Endows a man but he. 

2 Gent. You speak him far. 

1 Gent. I do extend him, sir, within 

himself; 25 

CriLsh him together rather than unfold 
His measure duly. 

2 Gent. What's his name and birth ? 
1 Geni. I cannot delve him to the root; 

his father 

Was call’d Sicilius, who did join his 
honour 

Against the Romans with Cassibelan, .10 
But had his titles by Tenantius, whom 
He serv’d with glory and admir’d success, 
So gain'd the sur-addition Leonatus; 

And had, besides this gentleman in ques¬ 
tion. 

Two other sons, who, in the wars o' th' 
time, 15 

Died with their swords in hand ; for which 
their father. 

Then old and fond of issue, took such 
sorrow 

That he quit being ; and his gentle lady, 
Big of this gentleman, our theme, deceas’d 
As he was born. The King he takes the 
babe 40 

To his protection, calls him Posthiimus 
Leonatus, 

Bretnls him and makes him of his bed¬ 
chamber, 

Puts to him all the learnings that his time 
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Could make him the receiver of; which he 
took, 

As we do air, fast as 'twas minist’rcd, 4? 
And in's spring became a harvest, liv'd in 
court— 

Which rare it is to dvi—most prais’d, most 
lov’d, 

A sample to the youngest; to th’ more 
mature 

A glass that fcated them ; and to the 
graver 

A child that guided dotards. To his 
mistress, ' 

For whom he now is banish’d—her own 
price 

Proclaims how she esteem'd him and his 
virtue ; 

By her election may be truly read 
What kind of man he is. 

2 (i'enk 1 honour him 

Even out of your report. But pray you tell 
me, 

Is she sole child to th’ King ? 

1 Gent. His only child. 

He had two sons—if this be worth your 

hearing, 

Mark it—the eldest of them at three years 
old, 

1 ’ th’ swathing clothes the other, from 
their nursery 

Were stol’n ; and to this hour no guess in 
knowledge 

Which way they went. 

2 Gent, How long is this ago ? 

1 Gent. Some twenty years. 

2 Gent, That a king’s children should be 

so convey’d, 

So slackly guarded, and the search so slow 
That could not trace them ! 

1 Gent. Hovvsoe'er *tis strange, 6s 

Or that the negligence may well be laugh'd 

at. 

Yet is it true, sir. 

2 Gent. I do wcil believe you. 

1 Gent. We must forbear; here comes 
the gentleman, 

The Queen, and Princess. [Exeunt. 

Enter the Quekn, Postuumds, and 
Imo(;en. 

Queen. No, be assur’d you shall not find 
me, daughter, 

After the slander of most stepmothers, 71 
Evil-ey'd unto you. You’re my prisoner, 
but 

Your gaoler shall deliver you the keys 
That lock up your restraint. For you. 
Posthumus, 

So soon as I can win th’ offended King, 75 
I will be known your advocate. Marry, yet 
The fire of rage is in him, and 'twere good 
You loan’d unto his sentence with what 
patience 

Your wisdom may inform you. 


[Act 1 

Post. Please your Highness, 

I will from hence to-day. 

Queen. You know the peril. 

ri! fetch a turn about the garden, pitying 
The pangs of barr’d affections, though the 
King 

Hath charg’d you should not speak 
together. [Exit. 

I mo. O 

Dissembling courtesy ! How fine this 
tyrant 

Can tickle where she wounds ! My dearest 
husfUiUd, Hs 

I something fear my father’s wrath, but 
nothing— 

Always reserv’d my holy duty—what 
His rage can do on me. You must be gone ; 
And I shall iicre abide the hourly shot 
Of angry eves, not comforted to li\'e ^)o 
li>u!; that tiiere is this jewel in the world 
'J'hat I may sec again. 

Post. My queen ! mv mistress i 

O lady, wcei> no more, lest 1 gi\ e cause 
To hi' suspected of more tenderness 
'I’han dotii become a man. 1 will remain 
The loyal’st luisband that did e’er plight: 
t rot h ; 

My residence in Rome at one Philario’s, 
Who to my father was a friend, to me 
Known but by letter ; thiliier write, my 
queen, 

And with mine eyes I'll drink the words 
you send, too 

'I'hough ink be made of gall. 

Re-enter Queen. 

Queen. Be brief, I pray you. 

If tJie King come, I shall incur 1 know not 
How much of his displeasure, [Aside] Yet 

I’ll move him i <.3 

To walk this way. I never do him wrong 
But he does buy my injuries, to be friends ; 
Pays dear for rny offences. [Exit. 

Post. Should we i)c taking leave 
As long a term as yet we have to live. 

The loathness to depart would grow. 
Adieu ! 

Into. Nay, stay a little. 10 , 

Were you but riding forth to air yourself, 
Such parting were too petty. Look here, 
love: 

This diamond was my mother’s ; take it, 
heart; 

But keep it till you woo another wife, 
When Imogen is dead. 

Post. How, how ? Another ? 114 

You gentle gods, give me but this I have. 
And cere up my embracements from a next 
With bonds of death! Remain, remain 
thou here [Puts on the ring. 

While sense can keep it on. And, sweetest, 
fairest. 

As I my poor self did exchange for you, 

To your so infinite loss, so in our trifles 120 



Scene 1] 

I still win of you. For my sake wear 
this; 

It is a manacle of love ; I’ll place it 
Upon this fairest prisoner. 

a bracelet on her arm. 
I mo. O the gods ! 

When shall we see again ? 

Enter Cymbklink and Lords. 

Post. Alack, the King ! 

Cym. Thou basest thing, avoid ; hence 
from my sight! 

If after this command thou fraught the 
court 

With thy unworthiness, thou diest. Away ! 
Thou’rt poison to my blood. 

Post. '1 he gods protect you. 

And bless the good remainilers of the 
court! 

I am gone. [Exit. 

Imo. There cannot be a pinch in death 
More sharp than this is. 

C^'m. O disloyal thing, 

That shouldst repair my youth, thou 
heap’st i.v' 

A years’ age on me I 

imo. 1 beseech you, sir. 

Harm not yourself with your vexation. 

I am senseless of your wrath ; a touch 

more rare 135 

Subdues all pangs, all fears. 

Cym. Past grace ? obedience ? 

Imo. Past hope, and in despair ; that 
way past grace. 

Cym. 1 hat mightst have had the sole son 
of my tpicen ! 

Imo. O blessed that I might not 1 I chose 
an eagle, 

And did avoid a puttock. 

Cym. Tiiou took’st a beggar, wouldst 
have made my throne 
A seat for baseness. 

Imo. No ; I rather added 

A lustre to it. 

Cym. O thou vile one I 

Imo. Sir, 

It is your fault that 1 have lov'd Post¬ 
humus. 114 

You bred him as my playfellow, and he is 
A man worth any woman ; overbuys me 
Almost the sum he pavs. 

Cym. What, art thou mad ? 

Imo. Almost, sir. Hea\ en restore me! 
Would I were 

A neat-herd's daughter, and my Leonatus 
Our neighbour shepherd's son I 

Re-enter Qi’ebn. 

Cym. Thou foolish thing ! 

[To the Queen] They were again together. 

You have done isi 

Not after our command. Away with her. 
And pen her up. 

Queen. Beseech your patience.—Peace, 
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Dear lady daughter, peace I—Sweet sov¬ 
ereign, 

Leave us to ourselves, and make yourself 
some comfort 
Out of your best advice. 

Cym. Nay, let her languish 156 

A drop of blood a day and, being agei, 

Die of this folly. lExit, with Lords. 

Enter Pisanio. 

Queen. Fie I you must give way. 

Here is your servant. How now, sir 1 What 
news ? 

Pis. My lord your son drew on my 
master. 

Queen. Ha I tOo 

No harm, I trust, is done ? 

Pis. There might have been, 

But that my master rather play'd than 
fought. 

And had no help of anger; they were 
parted 

By gentlemen at hand. 

Queen. 1 am very glad on't. 

Imo. Your son's my father’s friend ; he 
takes hivS part H'5 

To draw upon an exile ! O brave sir ! 

1 would they were in Afric l.>oth together; 
Myself by with a needle, that I might 
prick 

The goer-hack. Why came you from your 
master ? 

Pis. On his command. He would not 
siUfer me 170 

To bring him to the haven ; left these notes 
Of what commands 1 should be subject to, 
Wlien’t pleas’d you to employ me. 

Queen. This hath been 

Your faithful servant. I dare lay mine 
honour i;4 

He will icznain so. 

Pis. 1 humbly thank your Highness. 
Queen. Pray walk awhile. 
lino. About some half-hour hence, 

Pray you speak with me. You shall at 
least 

Go see my lord aboard. P'or this time leave 
me, [LxeiniL 

Scene II. Britain. A public place. 
Enter Cloten and two Lords. 

1 Lord. Sir, 1 would advise you to shift a 
shirt; the violence of action hath made 
you reek as a sacrifice. Where air comes 
out, air comes in ; there's none abroad so 
wholesome as that you vent. 

CIo. If my shirt were bloody, then to 
shift it. Have I hurt him ? 6 

2 Lord. [Aside] No, faith; not so much 
as his patience. 

1 Lord. Hurt him 1 His body's a passable 
carcass if he be not hurt. It is a through- 
fare for steel if it be not hurt. 10 
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2 Lord. [Aside] His steel was in debt; it 
went o’ th* back side the town. 

C/o. The vilJain would not stand me. 

2 Lord. {Aside] No ; but he fled forward 
still, toward your face. 15 

1 Lord. Stand you ? You have land 
enough of your own ; but he added to your 
having, gave you some ground. 

2 Lord. (Aside] As many inches as you 

have oceans. Puppies ! :*> 

Clo. 1 would they had not come between 
us. 

2 Lord. [Aside] So would I, till you had 
measur’d how long a fool you were upon 
the ground. 

Clo. And that she should love this 
fellow, and refuse me ! *5 

2 Lord. [Aside] If it be a sin to make a 
true election, she is damn’d. 

1 Lord. Sir, as I told you always, her 
beauty and her brain go not together ; she’s 
a good sign, hut 1 have seen small reflection 
of her wit. 

2 Lord. [Aside] She shines not upon fools, 
lest the reflection should hurt her. 

Clo. Come, I’ll to my chamber. Would 
there had been some hurt done! 

2 Lord. [Aside) 1 wish not so ; unless it 
had been the fall of an ass, w hich is no great 
hurt. 

Clo. You'll go with us ? 

1 Lord, ril attend your lordship. 

Clo. Nay, come, let’s go together. 

2 Lord. Well, my lord. (ExeunL 

Scene III. Britain. Cymbeline's palace. 
Enter Isiogen and Pisanio. 

Imo. I wouid thou grew’st unto the 
shores o’ th’ haven. 

And questioned’st every sail; if he should 
write, 

And I not have it, ’twore a paper lost. 

As offer’d mercy is. What was the last 
That he srrike to thee ? 

Pis. it was : his queen, his queen ! 
Inio. Then wav’d his handkerchief? 

Pis. And kiss’d it, madam. 

Imo. Senseless linen, happier therein than 
I! 

And that was all ? 

Pis. No, madam ; for so long 

As he could make me with his eye. or care 
Distinguish him from others, he did keep 
The deck, with glove, or hat, or handker¬ 
chief, 1 i 

Still waving, as the fits and stirs of's min<l 
Could best express how slow his soul sail’d 
on, 

How swift his ship. 

Imo. Thou shouldst have made him 
As little as a crow', or less, ere left is 

To after-eye him. 

Pis. Madam, $0 1 did. 

xzoo 


[Act 1 

Into. 1 would have broke mine eye- 
strings, crack’d them but 
To look upon him, till the diminution 
Of space had pointed him sharp as my 
needle ; f < 

Nay, followed him till he had melted from 
The smallness of a gnat to air, and then 
Have turn’d mine eye and wept. But, good 
Pisanio, 

When shall we hear from him ? 

Pis. Be assur’d, madam. 

With his next vantage. 

Imo. I did not take my leave of him, but 
had 25 

Most pretty things to say. Ere I could tell 
him 

How I would think on him at certain hours 
Such thoughts and such ; or I could make 
him swear 

The shes of Italy should not betray 
Mine interest and his honour ; or have 
charg’d him, 

At the sixth hour of morn, at ncx>n, at 
midnight, 

T’ encounter me with orisons, for then 
I am in hea\cn for him ; or ere I could 
Gi\'c him that parting kiss which I had set 
Betwixt two charming words, comes in my 
father, . 5,3 

And like the tyrannous breathing of the 
north 

Shakes all our buds from growing. 

Enter a Lady. 

Lady. The Queen, madam, 

Desires your Highness' company. 

Imo. 'fhosc things 1 bid you do, get them 
dispatch'd. 

I will attend the Queen. 

Pis. Madam, I shall. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Rome. Philario^s house. 

Enter Philario, Iachimo, a Frenchman, a 
Dutchman, and a Spaniard. 

lack. Believe it, sir, I have seen him in 
Britain. He was then of a crescent note, 
expected to prove so worthy as since he 
hath been allowed the name of. But I 
could then have look’d on him without the 
Iiclp of admiration, though the catalogue 
of his endowments had been tabled by his 
side, and I to peruse him by items. 

Phi. You speak of him when he was less 
furnish’d than now he is with that which 
makes him both without and within. 9 
French. I have seen him in France ; we 
had very many there could behold the sun 
with as firm eyes as he, 

lack. This matter of marrying his king's 
daughter, wherein he must be weighed 
rather by her value than his own, words 
him, 1 doubt not, a great deal from the 
matter. 15 
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Scene 4] 


French* And then his banishment. 
lack. Ay, and the approbation of those 
that weep this lamentable divorce under 
her coiours arc wonderfully to extend him, 
be it but to fortify her jude:ment, which else 
an easy battery might lay flat, for taking a 
beggar, without less quality. But how 
comes it he is to sojourn with you ? How 
creeps acquaintance ? 

Phi. His father and I were soldiers to¬ 
gether, to whom I have been often bound 
for no less than my life. 

Enter Postuumus. 

Here comes the Briton. Let him be so 
entertained amongst you as suits with 
gentlemen of your knowing to a stranger 
of his quality. I beseech you all be better 
known to this gentleman, w^hom I commend 
to you as a noble friend of mine. How 
worthy he is I will leave to appear here¬ 
after, rather than story him in his own 
hearing. v 

French. Sir, we have known together in 
Orleans. 

Post. Since when T have been debtor to 
you for courtesies, which 1 will be ever to 
pay and yet pay still. u 

French. Sir, you o’errato my poor kind¬ 
ness. 1 was glad I did atone my country¬ 
man and you ; it had been pity you should 
have been put together with so mortal a 
purpose as then each bore, upon importance 
of so slight and trivial a nature. v< 

Posh By your pardon, sir, 1 was then a 
young traveller ; rather shunn’d to go even 
with what I heard than in my every action 
to be guided by otliers' experiences ; but 
upon my mended Judgment—if 1 ofl'end 
not to say it is mended—ray quarrel was 
not altogether slight. 44 

French. Faith, yes, to be put to tlie 
arbitrernent of swords, and by such two 
that would by all likelihood have con¬ 
founded one the other or have fall’n both. 

lach. Can we, with manners, ask what 
was the diiference ? i<) 

French. Safely, I think. 'Twas a con¬ 
tention in public, whicJi may, without 
contradiction, suffer the report. It was 
much like an argument that fell out last 
night, where each of us fell in praise of our 
country mistresses ; this gentleman at that 
time vouching—and upon warrant of 
bloody affirmation—his to be more fair, 
virtuous, wise, chaste, constant, qualified, 
and less attemptable, than any the rarest 
of our ladies in F'rance. s: 

lach. That lady is not now living, or this 
gentleman’s opinion, by this, worn out. 
Post. She holds her virtue still, and I my 
mind. f**' 

lack. You must not so far prefer her fore 
ours of Italy, 


Post. Being so far provok’d as I was in 
France, I would abate her nothing, though 
I profess myself her adorer, not her friend. 

lack. As fair and as good—a kind of hand- 
in-hand comparison—had been something 
too fair and too good for any lady in 
Britain. If she went before others 1 have 
seen as that diamond of yours outiustres 
many 1 have beheld, I could not but 
believe she excelled many ; but I have not 
seen the most precious diamond that is, nor 
you the lady. 7 ^ 

Post. 1 prais’d her as I rated her. So do 
I my stone. 

lach. What do you esteem it at ? 

Post. More than the world enjoys. 7 s 
lach. Either your unparagon’d mistress 
is dead, or siie’s outpriz'd by a trifle. 

Post. You are mistaken : tlie one may be 
sold or given, if there were w'ealth enougli 
for the purchase or merit for the gift; the 
other is not a thing for sale, and only the 
gift of the gods. 

lach. Which the gods have given you ? 
Post. Which by t’ucir graces I will keep. 
lack. You may wear her in title yours ; 
but you know strange fowl liglit upon 
neighbouring ponds. Your ring may be 
stol’n too. So your brace of unprizable 
estimations, the one is but frail and the 
other casual ; a cunning thief, or a that- 
w'ay-accomplish’d courtier, would hazard 
the winning both of lirst and last. S'; 

Post. Your Italy contains none so accom¬ 
plish’d a courtier to convince the honour 
of my mistress, if in the holding or loss of 
that you term her frail. I do nothing doubt 
you have store of thieves ; notwithstand¬ 
ing, 1 fear not my ring. 

Phi. Let us leave here, gentlemen. 9 s 
Post. Sir, with all my heart. This w’orthy 
signior, I thank him, makes no stranger of 
me ; we are familiar at first. 

Inch. With five times so much conver¬ 
sation I should get ground of your fair 
mistress ; make her go back even to th _‘ 
yielding, had 1 admittance and opportunity 
to friend. loj 

Post. No, no. 

lach. 1 dare thereupon pawn the rroiety 
of my estate to your ring, which, in my 
opinion, o’ervalucs it something. But I 
make my wager rather against your con¬ 
fidence than her reputation ; and, to bar 
your offence herein too, I durst attempt it 
against any lady in the world. 

Post. You are a great deal abus’d in too 
bold a persuasion, and I doubt not you 
sustain what y’are worthy of by your 
attempt. m 

lack. What’s that ? 

Post. A repulse ; though your attempt, 
as you call it, deserve more—a punishment 
too. 
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Phi, Gentlemen, enough of this. It came 
in too suddenly ; let it die as it was born, 
and I pray you be better acquainted. 

lack. Would 1 had put my estate and my 
neighbour's on th' approbation of what I 
have spoke I 

Post, What lady would you choose to 
assail ? 

lack. Yours, whom in constancy you 
think stands so safe. I will lay you ten 
thousand ducats to your ring that, com¬ 
mend me to the court where your lady is, 
with no more advantage than the oppor¬ 
tunity of a second conference, and 1 will 
bring from tlience that honour of hers 
which you imagine so reserv’d. i^'> 

Post, I will wage against your gold gold 
to it. My ring I hold dear as iny finger ; 'tis 
part of it. 

lack. You are a friend, and therein the 
wiser. If you buy ladies’ flesh at a million 
a dram, you cannot preserve it from taint¬ 
ing. But I see you have some religion in 
you, that you fear. 13 * 

Post, This IS hut a custom in your tongue; 
you hear a graver purpose, I hope. 

lack, 1 am the master of my speeches, 
and would undergo wdiat’s spoken, 1 sw^ear. 

Post. Will you ? 1 shall but lend iny 
diamond till your return. Let there he 
covenants drawn bctweeii’s. My mistress 
exceeds in goodness the hugeness of your 
unworthy thinking. 1 dare you to this 
match : here’s my ring. 1-11 

Phi. I will have it no lay. 
lack. By the gods, it is one. if I bring 
you no sufficient testimony that I have 
enjoy’d tlie dearest bodily part of your 
mistress, my ten thousaiid ducats are 
yours ; so is your diamond too. If I come 
off, and leave her in such iK'nour as yon 
have trust in, she your jewel, this your 
jewel, and my gold are yours—provided I 
have your commendation for my more free 
entertainment. j v; 

Post. 1 embrace these conditions ; let us 
have articles betwixt us. Only, thus far you 
shall answer: if you make your voyage | 
upon her, and give me directly to under¬ 
stand you have prevail’d, 1 am no further 
your enemy—she is not worth our debate ; 
if she remain unseduc'd, you not making 
it appear otherw ise, for your ill opinion and 
th’ assault you have made to her chastity 
you shall answer me with your sword. 137 
lack. Your hand—a covenant! We will 
have these things set down by lawful 
counsel, and straight away for Britain, lest 
the bargain should catch cold and starve. 

I will fetch my gold and have our two 
wagers recorded. ici 

Post, Agreed, 

[Exeunt Posthumus end lachimo. 
French. Will this hoVd, think you ? 164 
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[Act 1 

Phi. Signior lachimo will not from it. 
Pray let us follow ’em. [Exeunt. 

Scene V. Britain, Cymbcline^s palace. 

Enter Queen, Ladies, and Cornelius. 

Queen, Whiles yet the dew’s on ground 
gather those flowers; 

Make haste ; wdio has the note of them ? 

Lady, I, madam. 

Queen. Dispatch. [Exeunt Ladies, 

Now, Master Doctor, have you brought 
those drugs ? 

Cor, Pieaseth your Highness, ay. Here 
they are, madam. 5 

[Presenting a box. 
But I beseech your Grace, without oiience— 
My conscience bids me ask—wherefore you 
have 

Commanded of me these most poisonous 
compounds, 

Which are the movers of a languishing 
death, 

But, though slow, deadly ? 

Queen. 1 wonder. Doctor, 10 

Thou ask’st rne such a question. Have 1 
not been 

Thy pupil long ? Hast thou not learn'd me 
how 

To make perfumes ? distil ? preserve ? 
yea, so 

That our great king himself doth woo me 
oft 

For my confections ? Having thus far 
proceeded— 13 

Unless thou think'st me devilish—is’t not 
meet 

That i did amplify my judgment in 
Other conclusions ? I will try tlie forces 
Of these thy compounds on such creatures 
as 

Wc count not worth the hanging—but none 
human— ao 

To try the vigour of them, and apply 
^llayments to their act, and by them 
gather 

Their several virtues and effects. 

Cor. Your Highness 

Shall from this practice but make hard 
your heart; 

Besides, the seeing these effects will be 35 
Both noisome and infectious. 

Queen, O, content thee. 

Enter Pisanio. 

[Aside! Here comes a flattering rascal; 
upon him 

Will I first work. He’s for his master, 

And enemy to my son.—How now, Pisanio I 
Doctor, your service for this time is ended ; 
Take your own way. 

Cor. [Aside] I do suspect you, madam; 
But you shall do no harm. 

Queen. [To Pisanio] Hark thee, a word. 
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Scene 5] 

Cor, [Aside] I do not like her. She doth 
think slic has 

Strange lingering poisons, I do know her 
spirit, 

And will not trust one of her malice with 
A drug of such damn'd nature. I’hose she 
has 

Will stupefy and dull the sense awliile. 
Which first perchance she’ll prove on cats 
and dogs, 

Then afterward u.p higher ; but there is 
No danger in what show of death it makes. 
More thai\ the locking up the spirits a time, 
To he more fresh, reviving. She is fool’d 
With a most false effect; and 1 the truer 
So to be false with her. 

Queen. No further service, Doctor, 

Until I vSend for thee. 

Cor. I humbly take my leave, r; 

\Hxit. 

Queen. W'eeps she still, say'st tliou ? 
Dost thou think in time 
She will not quench, and let instructions 
enter 

Where folly now possesses ? Do thou work. 
When thou shall Ivring me W'ord she loves 
my son. 

I'll tell tiice on tiie instant thou art then s- 
As great as is thy master ; greater, tor 
His fortunes all lie speechless, and his name 
Is at last gasp. Return he cannot, nor 
Continue where he is. To shift his being 
Is to exchange one misery with another, * s 
And every day that comes conics to decay 
A day'sS work in him. What shalt thou 
expect 

To be depender on a thing that leans, 

Who cannot be new built, nor has no 
friends 

So much as but to prop him ? 

[l /ie Queen dro/)s (he box. 

Pisanio takes it up. 

Thou tak’st up 

Thou know'st not what; but take it for 
thy labour. 

It is a thing I made, which hath the King 
Five times redeem'd from death. 1 do not 
know 

What is more cordial. Nay, I prithee 
take it; 

It is an earnest of a further good 
That 1 mean to thee. Tell thy mistress how 
The case stands with her; do't as from 
thyself. 

Think what a chance thou changest on; 
but think 

Thou hast thy mistress still; to boot, my 
son, 

Who shall take notice of thee. I’ll move the 
King 70 

To any shape of thy preferment, such 
As thon’lt desire; and then myself, I 
chiefly, 

That set thee on to this desert, am bound 


To load thy merit richly. Call my women. 
Think on my words. |Exit Pisanio. 

A sly and constant knave, 7:1 
Not to be shak'd ; the agent for his master, 
And tlie remcmbranctT of her to hold 
The hand-fast to her lord. 1 have given him 
that 

Which, if he take, shall quite unpeople her 
Of leigers for her sweet ; and which she 
after, 

Except she l*end her humour, shall be 
a.ssu^ k! 

To tasle of too. 

Re-enter Pisanio and Ladies, 

So, so. Well done, well done. 

The violets, cowslips, and the primroses, 
Bear to my closet. Fare thee >veli, Pisanio ; 
I (link on my words. 

[Exeunt Queen and Ladies. 
Pis. And shall do. ss 

But when to my good lord 1 prove untrue 
I’ll choke myseli^—there’.s all I’ll do for yon. 

[Exit. 

ScENC VI. Britain. The palace. 

Enter Inuh;en alone. 

Into. A father cruel and a step-dame 
false ; 

A foolish suitor to a wedded lady 
TJiat hath her husband hanisli’d, O, that 
husband I 

My siipren»e crown of grief! and those 
repeated 

Vexations of it I Had I been thief-stol n, 5 
As my two brothers, liappy! but most 
miserable 

Is the desire that’s glorious. Blessed be 
those, 

How mean .soe'er, that ha\'e their honest 
wills, 

Which seasons comfort. Who may this be ? 
Fie! 9 

Enter Pisanio and Lachimo. 

Pis. Madam, a noble gentleman of Rome 
Comes from rny lord with letters. 

lac/i. Change you, madam ? 

d'hc worthy l.eonatus is in safety, 

And greets your Highness dearly. 

IPre.senks a letter. 
Imo. Thanks, good sir. 

You’re kindly welcome. 

lack. [Aside] All of her that is out of 
door most rich ! 15 

If she be furnish’d with a mind so rare, 

She is alone th’ Arabian bird, and I 
Have lost the wager. Boldness be my 
friend! 

Arm me, audacity, from head to foot! 19 

Or, like the Parthian, 1 shall flying fight ; 
Rather, directly fly. 

Imo. [Reads] * He is one of the noblest 
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note, to whose kindnesses I am most in¬ 
finitely tied. Reflect upon him accordingly, 
as you value your trust. Leonatus." 

So far I read aloud ; 25 

But even the vei*y middle of my heart 
Is warm'd by th' rest and takes it thankfully. 
You are as welcome, worthy sir, as 1 
Have words to bid you ; and shall find it so 
In all that 1 can do. 

lack. Thanks, fairest lady. 

What, are men mad ? Hath nature given 
them eyes 

To see this vaulted arch and the rich crop 
Of sea and land, which can distinguisli 
'twixt 

The fiery orbs above and the twinn’d stones 
Upon the number'd beach, and can we 
not 35 

Partition make with spectacles so precious 
*Twixt fair and foul ? 

Imo. What makes your admiration ? 
lack. It cannot be i’ th' eye, for apes and 
monkeys, 

'Twixt two such shes, would chatter this 
way and 

Contemn with mows the other ; nor i' th' 
judgment, 40 

For idiots in this case of favour would 
Be wisely definite ; nor i’ th’ appetite ; 
Sluttcry, to such neat excellence oppos’d. 
Should make desire vomit emptiness. 

Not so allur’d to feed. 45 

Irno. What is the matter, trow ? 
lack. The cloyed will— 

That satiate yet unsatisfied desire, that tub 
Both fill'd and running—ravening first the 
lamb, 

Longs after for the garbage. 

Imo. What, dear sir, 

Thus raps you ? Are you well ? 

lack. Thanks, madam ; well,—Beseech 

you, sir, sx 

Desire my man’s abode where 1 did leave 
him. 

He’s strange and peevish. 

Pis. I was going, sir. 

To give him welcome. lExit. 

Imo. Continues well my lord ? His 
health beseech you ? 55 

lack. Well, madam. 

Imo. Is he dispos’d to mirth ? I hope 
he is. 

lack. Exceeding pleasant; none a 
stranger there 

So merry and so gamesome. He is call'd 
The Britain reveller. 

Imo. When he was here 

He did incline to sadness, and oft-times 
Not knowing why. 

lack. I never saw him sad. 

There is a Frenchman his companion, one 
An eminent monsieur that, it seems, much 
loves 


[Act 1 

A Gallian girl at home. He furnaces < 5 
The thick sighs from him ; wiiiles the jolly 
Briton— 

Your lord, I mean—laughs from’s free 
lungs, cries ' O, 

Can my sides hold, to think that man— 
who knows 

By history, report, or his own proof. 

What woman is, yea, what she cannot 
choose 70 

But must be—will's free hours languish for 
Assured bondage ? * 

Imo. Will my lord say so ? 

lack. Ay, madam, with his eyes in flood 
with laughter. 

It is a recreation to be by 
And hear him mock the Frenchman. But 
heavens know : 5 

Some men are much to blame. 

Imo. Not he, I hope. 

lack. Not he; but yet heaven’s bounty 
towards him might 

Be us’d more thankfully. In himself, 'tis 
much ; 

In you, which I account his, beyond all 
talents. 

Whilst I am bound to wonder, I am bound 
To pity too. 

Iwio. What do you pity, sir ? ki 
luck. Two creatures heartily. 

Imo. Am 1 one, sir ? 

You look on me : what wreck discern you 
in me 

Deserves your pity ? 

lack. Lamentable 1 What, 

To hide me from the radiant sun and 
solace »5 

r th' dungeon by a snuff ? 

Imo. I pray you, sir. 

Deliver with more openness your answers 
To my demands. Why do you pity me ? 
lack. That others do, 

1 was about to say, enjoy your-But 90 

It is an office of the gods to venge it. 

Not mine to speak on't. 

Imo. You do seem to know 

Something of me, or what concerns me; 
pray you— 

Since doubting things go ill often hurts 
more 

Than to be sure they do ; for certainties 95 
Either are past remedies, or, timely 
knowing. 

The remedy then born—discover to me 
What both you spur and stop. 

lack. Had I this cheek 

To bathe my lips upon ; this hand, whose 
touch, 

Whose every touch, would force the feeler's 
soul 100 

To th’ oath of loyalty ; this object, which 
Takes prisoner the wild motion of mine eye, 
Fixing it only here ; should I, damn’d then, 
Slaver with lips as coznmon as the stairs 
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Scene 6] 

That mount the Capitol; join gripes with 
hands los 

^tade hard with hourly falsehood—false¬ 
hood as 

With labour ; then hy-pceping in an eye 
Base and illustrious as the smoky light 
That’s fed with stinking tallow—it were fit 
That all the plagues of hell should at one 
time ii<‘ 

Encounter such revolt. 

Inio. My lord, I fear. 

Has forgot Britain. 

lack. And himself. Not I 

Inclin’d to this intelligence pronounce 
The beggary of liis change ; but 'tis your 
graces 

That from my mutest conscience to my 
tongue ijf, 

Charms this report out. 

Into. Let me hear no more. 

lack. O dearest soul, your cause doth 
strike my heart 

With pity that doth make me sick I A lady 
So fair, and fasten’d to an empery, 

Would make the great’st king double, to be 
partner'd i = • 

With tomboys hir’d with that self exhibi¬ 
tion 

Which your own coffers yield! with 
diseas’d ventures 

That play with all infirmities for gold 
Which rottenness can lend nature ! such 
boil’d stuff i^’4 

As well might poison poison I Be reveng’d ; 
Or she that bore you w as no queen, and you 
Recoil from your great stock. 

Into. Reveng’d ? 

How should 1 be reveng’d ? If this be 
true— 

As 1 have such a heart that both mine cars 
Must not in haste abuse—if it be true, r} ' 
How should 1 be reveng’d ? 

Jack. Should he make me 

Live like Diana’s priest betwixt cold sheets. 
Whiles he is vaulting variable ramps. 

In your despite, upon your purse ? Re¬ 
venge it. 131 

I dedicate myself to your sweet pleasure. 
More noble than that runagate to your bed, 
And will continue fast to your affection, 
Still close as sure. 

Into. Whajf ho, Pisanio ! 

lack. Let me my service tender on your 
lips. 

Into. Away! 1 do condemn mine cars 
that have mo 

So long attended thee. If thou wert 
honourable. 

Thou wouldst have told tliis tale for virtue, 
not 

For such an end thou seek’st, as base as 
strange. 

Thou wrong’st a gentleman who is as far 
From thy report as thou from honour ; and 


Solicits here a lady that disdains 146 

Thee and the devil alike.—What ho> 
Pisanio !— 

The King my father shall be made ac¬ 
quainted 

Of thy assault. If he shall think it fit 
A saucy stranger in his court to mart 150 
As in a Romish stew, and to expound 
His beastly mind to us, he hath a court 
I le little cares for, and a daughter who 
He not respects at all.—What ho, Pisanio ! 

lach. O happy Leonatus 1 I may say 155 
The credit that thy lady hath of thee 
Deserves thy trust, and thy most perfect 
goodness 

Her assur’d credit. Blessed live you long, 
A lady to the worthiest sir that ever 
Country call’d his! and you his mistress, 
only 160 

For the most worthiest fit! Give me your 
pardon. 

I have spoke thio to know if your affiance 
Were deeply rooted, and shall make your 
lord 

That w’hich he is new o’er : and he is one 
The truest manner'd, such a holy witch 165 
That he enchants societies into h.m. 

Half all men's hearts are his. 

Into. You make amends. 

lack. He sits 'mongst men like a de¬ 
scended god : 

He hath a kind of honour sets him off 
More than a mortal seeming. Be not angry. 
Most mighty Princess, that 1 have ad¬ 
ventur’d 

To try your taking of a false report, wh ch 
hath 

Honour’d with confirmation your great 
judgment 

In the election of a sir so rare, 

Which you know cannot err. The love I 
bear him 175 

Made me to fan you thus ; but the gods 
made you. 

Unlike ail others, chaffless. Pray your 
pardon. 

Into. All’s well, sir ; take my pow’r i’ th’ 
court for yours. 

loch. My humble thanks. I had almost 
forgot 

T’ entreat your Grace but in a small 
request, i*Sc) 

And yet of moment too. for it concerns 
Your lord ; myself and other nobx' Iriends 
Are partners in the business. 

I mo. Pray what is’t ? 

lach. Some dozen Romans of us, and 
your lord— 

The best feather of our wing—have mingled 
sums 185 

To buy a present for the Emperor; 

WTiich I, the factor for the rest, have done 
In France. 'Tis plate of rare device, and 
jewels 
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Of rich and exquisite form, their values 
great; 

And I am something curious, being 
strange, 

To have them in safe stowage. May it 
please you 

To tako them in protection ? 

liuo.. Willingly; 

And pawn mine honour for their safety. 
Since 

My lord hath interest in them, 1 will keep 
them 

In my bedchamber. 

Inch. They are in a trunk, los 

Attended by my men. I wih make hold 
To send them to you only for this night: 

I must aboard to-morrow. 

I mo. O, no. no. 

Inch. Yes, 1 beseech ; or I shall simrt my 
word 

By length'ning my return. From Gallia ' 
1 cross'd the seas on purpose and on 
promise 

To sec your Grace. 

imo. I thank you for your pains. 

But not away to-morrow ! 

ladt. O, I must, madam. 

Therefore I shall beseech you, if you p.ease 
To greet your .ord with WTiting, do’i: to¬ 
night. -.’05 

I have outstood my time, which is material 
To th’ tender of our present. 

Imo. I will write. 

{?end your trunk to me ; it shall safe be 
kept 

And truly yielded you. YouTe very 
welcome. [Exenni. 

ACT TUT) 

SciiNii I, Britahu Before Cym' dinc*s 
palace. 

Enter CtOTiiN and the two Lords. 

Clo. Was there ever man had such luck ! 
When I kiss’d the jack, upon an up-cast to 
be hit away I 1 had a luindred pound on't; 
and then a whoreson jackanapes must take 
me up for swearing, as if I borrowed mine 
oaths of him, and might not spend them at 
my pleasure. s 

1 Lord. What got he by that ? You have 

broke his pate with your bowl, y 

2 Lord. lAs/tiVJ If bis wit had been like 
him that broke it, it w ould have run all out. 

Clo. When a gentleman is dispos'd to 
swear, it is not for any standcrs-I)y to 
curtail his oaths. Ha ? n 

2 Lord. No, my lord; I Aside] nor crop the 
ears of them. 

Clo. Whoreson dog ! I give him satisfac- ' 
tion ? Would he had been one of my rank ! ! 

2 Lord. [Aside] To have smell'd like a 
fooL X6 


[Act 2 

do. I am not vex’d more at anything in 
th’ earth. A pox on’t! 1 had rather not 
be so noble as I am ; they dare not fight 
with me, because of the Queen my mother. 
Every jacksiave hath his bellyfuil of 
fighting, and I must go up and down like a 
cock that nobody can match. 

2 Lord. I Aside J You are cock and capon 
too ; and you erv^w, cock, with your coml) 
on. 

Clo. Sayest thou ? 

2 Lord. It is not fit your lordship should 
uaderiakc every companion that you give 
ofTence to. 

Clo. No, 1 know that; but it is fit 1 
should commit oflencc to my inferior:^. 

2 Lord. Ay, it is fit for your lordship 
oniy. 

Clo. Why, so 1 say. y> 

1 Lord, bid you hear of a stranger that's 
:ome to court to-night ? 

Clo. A stranger, and 1 not know on’t ? 

2 Lord. lAsitiej He’s a strange fellow 

himself, and knows it not. .^.s 

f Lord. There’s an Italian come, and, Tis 
thought, one of Leonatus’ friends. 

Clo. Leonatus ? A banish'd rascal ; and 
lie’s another, whatsoever he be. Who told 
you of this stranger ^ 

1 Lord. One of your lordship’s pages. 
do. Is it fit I w'ent to look upon him ? Is 

there no derogation in’t ? 

2 Lord. You cannot; derogate, my lord. 
Clo. Not easily, I think, 

2 Lord. I Aside] You are a fool granted ; 
therefore your issues, being foolish, do not 
derogate. 4 ‘> 

C7o. Come, I’ll go see tills Italian. What 
1 have lost to-day at bowls I’ll win to-night 
of him. Come, go. 

2 Lord, ril attend your lordsliip. 

I Exeunt Cloten and Eirs! Lord. 
That such a crafty devil as is his mother so 
Should yield the world this ass ! A woman 
that 

Bcar^ all down with her brain ; and this 
her son 

Cannot take two from twenty, for his 
heart, 

And leave eighteen. Alas, poor princess, 
ihou divine Imogen, what thou endur’st, 
Betwixt a father by thy step-dame 
govern’d, s. 

A mother hourly coining plots, a wooer 
More hateful than the foul expulsion is 
Of thy dear husband, than that horrid act 
Of the divorce he’d make! The heavens 
hoki firm bo 

The walls of thy dear honour, keep un- 
shak’d 

That temple, thy fair mind, that thou mayst 
stand 

T’ enjoy thy banish’d lord and this great 
land I [Exit, 
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Scene II. BrHaiti, Imogen’s bedchamber 
in Cymbeline’s palace ; a trunk in 
one corner. 

Enter Imogen in her bed, and a Lady 
atlending. 

Imo, Who’s there ? My woman ? 
Helen ? 

Lady, Please you, madam. 

Imo, What hour is it ? 

Lady, Almost midnight, madam. 

Imo, I have read three hours then. Mine 
eyes are weak ; 

Fold down the leal wliere I have left. To 
bctl. I 

not away tlie taper, leave it burning : 
And if thou canst awake by lour o' th’ 
clock, 

1 prithee call me. Sleep hath seiz’d me 
wholly. (F.rii Lady, 

To your protection 1 commentl goJs. 
I'lom fairies and tJic tenipters of the night 
(hiard me, beseecli ye ! « 

bS'iccps. Jacliimn comes from the trunk. 

lack, 'I'he crickets sing, and man's o'er- 
labour'd sense 

Repairs ilsell by rest. Our Tarquin thus 
Did softly press the rushes ere he waken’d 
d he chastity he wounded. Cythorea, 
liow bravely thou iK'coin’st (liy bed I fresh 
lily, I 

And whiter than the sheets I J’hat I migiit 
touch ! 

But kiss ; one kiss ! Ruhies unparagcri’d, 
How dearly they do’t! 'lis her breathing 
that 

Perfumes the chamber thus. 'Ih-' flame o’ 
th’taper 

Bv)ws toward her and would under-pcep her 
lids 

To sec th’ enclosed lights, now canopied 
Under these windows white and azure, 
lac’d 

With blue of heaven’s own tinct. But my 
design 

To note the chamber. I will write all dowm : 
Such and such pictures ; there the window ; 
such 

Th’ adornment of her bed; the arras, 
tigurcs— 

Why, such and such ; and the contents o 
th’ story. 

Ah, but some natural notes about her body 
Above ten thousand meaner movables 
Vv^ould testify, t’ enrich mine inventory. 

O sleep, thou ape of death, lie dull upon 
her! 

And be her sense but as a monument, 

Thus in a chapel lying ! Come off, come off; 

FfAfking off her bracelet. 
As slippery as the Gordian knot was hard I 
'Tis mine ; and this will witness outwardly, 
As strongly as the conscience does within, 


To th’ madding of her lord. On hc;r left 
breast 37 

A mole c.'nquc-spotted, like the crimson 
drops 

r th’ bottom of a cowslip, Here’s a voucher 
Stronger than ever law could make ; this 
secret 

Will force him think I have pick’d the lock 
and la'cn 

The treasure of her honour. No more. To 
wh.'Jt end ? 

Why should I write this down that’s 
riveted, 

Screw’d to my memory ? She hath been 
reading late 

The tale of lereus ; here the leaf’s turii’d 
down 15 

W’hcrc Phiiomel gave up. I have enough. 
To th’ trunk again, and shut the spring 
of it. 

Swift, swift, you dragons of the night, that 
dawning 

May bare the raven’s eye ! I lodge in fear; 
'riiougli this a heavenly angel, hell is here. 

[Clock strikes. 

One, two, three, lime, iime i si 

(LaiI into the trunk. 

Scene III. Cymbefiue’s palace. An mife- 
chamber adjoining Imogen’s aparimetUs. 

Ejiter Cloten and Lords. 

1 Lord, Your lord.ship is the most patient 
man in loss, the most coldest that ever 
turn'd up ace. 

Clo. It would make any man cold to lose. 

1 Lord, But not every man patient after 
the noble temper of your lordship. You are 
most hot and liirious wht*;i you win. 

Clo. Winning will put any man into 
courage. If I could get this foolish Imogen, 
1 should have ;:oId enough. It's almost 
morning, is’t not ? 

1 Lord. Day, my lord. lo 

Clo. J would this music would come. I am 
advised to give her music a mornings; 
they say it will penetrate. 

Etner Musicians. 

Come on, tune. If you can penetrate her 
with your fingering, so. Wc’Ii try with 
tongue too. If none will do, let her remain ; 
but ITl never give o’er. First, a very 
excellent good-conceited thing; after, a 
wonderful sw'eet air, with admirable rich 
words to it—and then let her consider. 

Song, 

Hark, hark ! the lark at heaven's gate sings. 
And Phoebus 'gins arise, 20 

His steeds to w^ater at those springs 
On chalic'd flow’rs that lies; 

And winking Mary-buds begin 


1207 



CYMBELINE 


To ope their golden eyes. 

With everything that pretty bin, 25 

My lady sweet, arise ; 

Arise, arise! 

So, get you gone. If this penetrate, I w.ll 
consider your music the better ; if it do 
not, it is a vice in her cars which horsehairs 
and calves’ guts, nor the voice of unpaved 
eunuch to boot, can never amend. 

[Exeunt Musicians, 

Enter Cymbelinh and Queen. 

2 Lord. Here comes the King. 

Clo. I am glad I was up so late, for that’s 
the reason 1 was up so early. He cannot 
choose but take this service I have done 
fatherly.—Good morrow to your Majesty 
and to my gracious mother. 

Cym. Attend you here the door of our 
stern daughter ? 

Will she not forth ? 

Clo. I have assail’d her with musics, but 
she vouchsafes no notice. 40 

Cyni. The exile of her minion is too new ; 
She hath not yet forgot him; some more 
time 

Must wear the print of his remembrance 
out, 

And then she's yours. 

Qwcch. You arc most bound to th’ King, 
Who lets go by no vantages that may 43 
Prefer you to his daughter. Frame yourself 
To orderly soliciting, and be friended 
With aptne.s of the season; ma c denials 
Increase your services ; so seem as if 
You were inspir'd to do those duties which 
You tender to her ; that you in all obey her. 
Save when command to your dismission 
tends, 

And therein you arc senseless. 

Clo. Senseless ? Not so. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. So like you, sir, ambassadors from 
Rome; 

The one is Cains Lucius. 

Cym. A worthy fellow, 55 

Albeit he comes on angry purpose now; 
But that’s no fault of his. We must receive 
him 

According to the honour of his sender; 
And towards himself, his goodness fore- 
spent on us, 59 

We must extend our notice. Our dear son. 
When you have given good morning to 
your mistress, 

Attend the Queen and us; we shall have 
need 

T’ employ you towards this Roman. Come, 
our queen. [Exeunt all but Chien. 
Clo. If she be up, I’U speak with her; , 
if not, i 


[Act 2 

Let her He still and dream. By your leave, 
ho! [Knocks. 

I know her women arc about her; w^hat 66 
If I do line one of their hands ? 'Tis gold 
Which buys admittance ; oft it doth—yea, 
and makes 

Diana’s rangers false themselves, yield up 
Their deer to th' stand o’ th’ stealer ; and 
*tis gold 7‘> 

Which makes the true man kill’d and saves 
the thief; 

Nay, sometime hangs both thief and true 
man. W^hat 

Can it not do and undo ? 1 will make 
One of her women lawyer to me, for 
I yet not understand the case myself. 75 
By your leave. [Knocks. 

Enter a Lady. 

Lady. Who’s there that knocks ? 

Clo. A gentleman. 

Lady. No more ? 

Clo. Yes, and a gentlewoman’s son. 

Lady. That’s more 

Than some whose tailors are as dear as 
yours 

Can justly boast of. What's your lordship’s 
pleasure ? Sc> 

Clo. Your lady’s person, is she ready ? 

Lady. Ay, 

To keep her chamber. 

Clo. There is gold for you ; sell me your 
good report. 

Lady. How ? My good name ? or to 
report of you 

What I shall think is good ? The Princess ! 

Enter Imogen. 

Clo. Good morrow, fairest sister. Your 
sweet hand. [Exil Lady. 

Into. Good morrow, sir. You lay out too 
much pains 87 

For purchasing but trouble. The thanks I 
give 

Is telling you that I am poor of thanks. 
And scarce can spare them. 

Clo. Still I swear I love you. 90 

I mo. If you hut said so, ’twere as deep 
with me. 

If you swear still, your recompense is still 
That I regard it not. 

Clo. This is no answer. 

Imo. But that you shall not say I yield, 
being silent, 

1 would not speak. I pray you spare me. 

Faith, 95 

I shall unfold equal discourtesy 
To your best kindness ; one of your great 
knowing 

Should le-arn, being taught, forbearance. 

Clo, To leave you in your madness 'twere 
my sin; 

1 will not. xoo 

Imo. Fools are not mad folks. 


X2o8 



CYMBELINE 


Scene 3] 

Clo. Do you call me fool ? 

I mo. As 1 am mad, I do ; 

If you’ll be patient, I'U no more be mad ; 
That cures us both. I am much sorry, sir. 
You put me to forget a lady's manners u.-j 
By being so verbal; and learn now, lor al', 
That I, which know my heart, do here pro¬ 
nounce, 

By th' very truth of it, 1 care not for you. 
And am »so near the lack of charity 
To accuse myself 1 hate you ; which 1 had 
rather no 

You felt than make't my boast. 

Clo. You sin against 

Obedience, which you owe your father. For 
The contract you pretend with that base 
wretch, 

One bred of alms and foster’d with cold 
dishes, 

With scraps o' th’ court—it is no contract, 
none. 11 s 

And though it be allowed in meaner 
parties— 

Yet who than he more mean ?—to knit 
their souls— 

On whom there is no more dependency 
But brats and beggary—in self-iigur'd knot. 
Yet you are curb’d from that enlargement 
by j -o 

The consequence o' th’ crown, and must 
not foil 

The precious note of it with a base slave, 

A hilJing for a livery, a squire’s clotii. 

A pantler—not so eminent 1 

Into. Profane fellow I 

Wert thou the son of Jupiter, and no more 
But what thou art besides, thou wert too 
base I -0 

To be h:s groom. Thou wert dignified 
enough. 

Even to the point of envy, if 'twere made 
Comparative for your virtues to be styl’d 
The under-hangman of his kingdom, and 
hated 130 

For being preferr’d so well. 

Clo. The south fog rot him! 

Imo. He never can meet more mischance 
than come 

To be but nam'd of thee. His mean’st 
garment 

That ever hath but clipp’d his body is 
dearer 134 

In my respect than all the hairs above thee. 
Were they all made such men. How now, 
Pisanio I 

Enter Pisanio, 

Clo. * His garments '! Now the devil— 

Imo. To Dorothy my woman hie thee 
presently. 

Clo. ' His garment ’ I 

Imo. I am sprited with a fool; 

Frighted, and ang’red worse. Go bid my 
woman ^40 


Search for a jewel that too casual.y 
Hath left mine arm. It was thy master’s ; 
shrew me, 

If I would lose it for a revenue 
Of any king’s in Europe! I do think 
I saw't this morning; confident I am 
East night 'twas on mine arm ; I kiss'd it. 
I hope it be not gone to tell my lord 
That 1 kiss aught ])iit he. 

Pis. 'Twill not be lost. 

Jmo. 1 hope so. Go and searcli. 

{Exit Pisanio. 

Clo. You have abus'd me. 

* His meanest garment '! 

Jmo. Ay, I said so, sir. i-so 

If you will make't an action, call witness 
to't. 

Clo. I will inform your father. 

Imo. Your mother too. 

She’s my good lady and will conceive, I 
hope. 

But tlie worst of me. So I cave you, sir, 

To th’ worst of discontent. jHxif. 

Clo. Til be reveng'd. 153 

‘ His mcan’st garment ' I Well. [Exfi. 

ScF.Ni- iV. Rome. Philario*s house. 

Enter Posthumus an:l Philario, 

Post. Fear it not, sir ; 1 would I were so 
sure 

To win the King as 1 am bold her honour 
Will remain hers. 

Phi. What means do you make to him ? 

Post. Not any ; but abide the change of 
time, 

Quake in the present winter's state, and 
wish 3 

That warmer days would come. In these 
fear’d hope> 

I barely gratify your love ; they failing, 

I must die much your debtor. 

Phi. Your very goodness and your 
coinyjany 

O’erpays all 1 can do. By this your king lo 
Hath heard of great Augustus. Caius 
Lucius 

Will do's commission throughly; and I 
think 

He’ll grant the tribute, send th’ arrearages, 
Or look upon our Romans, whose remem¬ 
brance 

Is yet fresh in their grief. 

Post. 1 do believe, 15 

Statist though 1 am none, nor like to be, 
That this will prove a war; and you shall 
hear 

The legions now in Gallia sooner landed 
In our not-feariug Britain than have 
tidings 

Of any penny tribute paid. Our country¬ 
men 20 

Are men more order'd than when Julius 
Csssar 
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Smil’d at their lack of skill, but found their 
courage 

Worthy liis frowning at. Their discipline, 
Now mingled with their courages, will 
make known 

To their approvers they c:re people such 
That mend upon the world. 

Enter Iachimo. 

P/ii. See ! lachinio ! 

Post, The swiftest harts have posted you 
by land, 

And winds of all the corners kiss’d your 
sails. 

To make your vessel nimble. 

P/ii. Welcome, sir. 

Post, 1 hope the briefness of your answ'cr 
made 

The speediness of your return. 

lack. Your lady 

Is one of the fairest that 1 have look’d 
upon. 

Post, And therewithal the best; or let 
her beauty 

Look through a casement to allure false! 

hearts, . \ j 

And be false with them. I 

Jack. Here are letters for you. 

Post, Their tenoiir good, ! trust. 
lack, '1 is very like. 

Phi, Was Caius Lucius in the Bntaiii 
coi-.rt 

When you were there ? 

lack. He was cxpcclcd then, 

Biit not approach’d. 

Post, All is well yet. 

Sparkles this stone as it was wont, or is’t 
not ,1' 

Too dull for your good wearing ? 

ladt. If 1 have lost it, 

I should have lost the worth of it in gold, 
ril make a journey twice as far t' enjoy 
A second night of such sweet shortness 
w hich a 1 

Was mine in Brit::in ; for the ring is won. 
Post. The stone’s too hard to come by, 
huh. Not a wdiit. 

Your lady being so easy. 

I'osL Make not, sir. 

Your loss your sport. I hope you know 
tliat we 4 

Must not continue friends. 

lack. Good sir, wc must, 

If you keep covenant. Had 1 not brought 
The knowledge of your mistress home, 1 
grant 

We were to question farther ; but I now 
Profess myself the w inner of her honour. 
Together with your ring; and not the 
wronger 

Of her or you, having proceeded but rjs 

By both your wills. j 

Po.sh If you can make't apparent I 

That you have tasted her in bed, my hand; 
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And ring is yours. If not, the foul opinion 
You had of her pure honour gains or loses 
Your sw^ord or mine, or masterlcss leaves 
both (yj 

To w'ho shall find them. 

lack. Sir, my circumstances, 

Being so near the truth as I will mal:e 
them, 

Must first induce you to believe—whose 
strength 

I will conbrm vvitli oath ; which I doubt 
not 

You’ll give me leave to spare when >ou 
shall find < 5 

You need it not. 

Post, Proceed. 

Inch, First, her bedchamber. 

Where I confess I slept not, but profess 
Had that vwis well worth watch'ng—it was 
hatjg’d (s 

W^ith tapcslry of silk and silver; the story, 
Proud Cleopatra when she met her Floman 
And CVdniis swcll’d above the banks, or for 
The press of boats or pride. A piece of 
work 

So bravely done, so rich, that it did strive 
In workmanship and value; which I 
wonder’d 

Could be sc rarely and exactly wrought, ; s 
Since the true fife on’t was— 

Post, This is true ; 

And tliis you might have heard of here, by 
me 

Or by some other. 

I I aril. More particulars 

I Must justify my knowL'dge. 

Post, So they must, 

Or do your honour injury. 

Inch, 'I'he chimney so 

Is south the chamber, and the chimney- 
piece 

Chaste Dian bathing. Never saw I figures 
So likely to report themselves. 'Ihe cutter 
Was as another nature, dumb ; outwent 
her, 

Motion and breath left out. 

Post, This is a thing 85 

Which you might from relation likew se 
reap. 

Being, as it is, much spoke of. 

lach. The roof o’ th’ chamber 

With golden cherubins is fretted; her 
andirons— 

I had forgot them—w'ere two winking 
Cupids ^9 

Of silver, each on one foot standing, nicely 
Depending on their brands. 

Post, This is her honour ! 

Let it be granted you have seen all this, and 
praise 

Be given to your remembrance; the 
description 

Of what is in her chamber nothing saves 
The wager you have laid. 
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Then, if you can, ys 
IS/irws the bracelet. 
Be pale. 1 beg but leave to air this jewel. 
See! 

And now up again. It must be married 
lo that your diamond ; I’ll keep them. 

Post. Jove! 

Once more let me behold it. Is it that 
WhiXli I left witii her ? 

lach. Sir—1 thank her—that. i < 

She stripp’d it from her arm ; 1 see her yet; 
Her pretty action did outsell her g.ft, 

And yet enrich’d it too. She gave it me, 
and said 

Slie priz’d it once. 

Post. May be she pluck’d it off 

'I'o send it me. 

Juth. She writes so to you, doth she ? 

Post. O, no, no, no ! ’tis true. Here, take 
this too ; |Gif-’es the riw:. 

It is a basilisk unto mine eye, i 

Kills mo to look on't. Let there be no 
honour 

Where there is beauty; truth where 
semblance ; low. 

W'hcre there’s anotlier man. 'I'lic vows of 
women :i'> 

Of no more bondage be to w here they are 
made 

7Jian they are to their virtues, which is 
nothing. 

O, above measure false ! 

Phi. Have patience, sir, 

And lake your ring again ; 'tis not yet 
w'on. 

It may be probable she lost it, or n*. 
Who knows if otie her women, being coi- 
rupted, 

Hath stol'n it from her ? 

I Post. Very true; 

I And so I hope he came by’t. Rack my 
j ring. II 

! Render to me some corporal sign about her, 

I More evident than this ; for this was siol’n. 

' lach. By Jupiter, I had it from her arm! 

Post. Hark you, he swears ; by Jupitei 
he swears. 

'Tis true—nay, keep the ring, 'tis true. I 
am sure 

She would not lose it. Her attendants arc 
All sworn and honourable—they induc'd to 
steal it! 

And by a stranger I No, he hath enjoy’d 
her. 

The cognizance of her incontinency 
Is this: she hath bought the name of 
whore thus dearly. 

There, take thy hire; and all the fiends of 
hell 

Divide themselves between you! 

Phu Sir, be patient; 130 

This is not strong enough to be believ'd 
Of one persuaded well of. 

Post* Never talk on*t; 


She hath been colted by him, 

lach. If you seek 

For further satisfying, under her breast— 
Worthy the pressing—lies a mole, right 
proud "135 

Of that most delicate lodging. By my life, 
1 kiss’d it; and it gave me present hunger 
lb feed again, though full. You do 
remember 

This stain upon her ? 

Post. Ay, and it doth confirm 

Another stain, as big as hell can hold, mo 
VV’ ere there no more but it. 

Inch. Will you hear more ? 

Post. Spare your arithmetic ; never count 
the turns. 

F>ncc, and a million 1 

lach, ril be sworn— 

Post. No swearing. 

It you will swear you have not done’t, 
you lie; 

And I will kill thee if thou dost deny ms 
T nou’^t made me cuckold. 

lach. I’l! deny nothing. 

Post. O that 1 had her here to tour Inn* 
limb-meal! 

11 will go tliere and do’t, i’ tfi’ court, before 
j Her father. I’ll do something— jiBxif. 

Phi. Quite besides 

Tiic government of patience! You have 
won. i';!-) 

Let’s follow' him and pervert the present 
wrath 

He hath against himself. 
lac!:. With all my heart. 

[Exeunf. 

SciiNEV. Rome. Another room in P}iilario*s 
house. 

Enter Posthumus. 

Post. Is there no w'ay for men to be, but 
women 

Must be half-workers ? We arc all bastards. 
And that most ^'encrablc man which I 
Did call my father wtis I know not wJierc 
When I was stamp’d. Some coiner with his 
tools 5 

Made me a counterfeit; yet my mother 
seem’d 

The Dian of that time. So doth my w.fc 
The nonpareil of this. O, vengeance, 
vengeance! 

Me of my lawful pleasure she restrain’d, 
And pray’d me oft forbearance; did it 
with ro 

A pudency so rosy, the sweet view on't 
Might well have warm’d old Saturn ; that 
1 thought her 

As chaste as unsunn'd snow. O, all the 
devils 1 

This yellow lachimo in an hour—was't not? 
Or less I—at first 7 Perchance he spoke not, 
but, 15 
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Like a full-acorn’d boar, a German one, 
Cried * O!' and mounted ; found no 
opposition 

But what he look'd for should oppose and 
she 

Should from encounter guard. Could I find 
out 

The woman’s part in me! For there’s no 
motion 

That tends to vice in man but I affirm 
It is the woman’s part. Be it lying, note it. 
The woman's ; flattering, hers : deceiving, 
hers; 

Lust and rank thoughts, hers, hers; 
revenges, hers; 

Ambitions, covetings, change of prides, 
disdain, -5 

Nice longing, slanders, mutability, 

All faults that man may name, nay, that 
hell knows, 

Why, hers, in part or all: but rather all; 
For even to vice 

They are not constant, but are changing 
still 3* 

One vice but of a minute old for one 
Not half so old as that. I'll write against 
them, 

Detest them, curse them. Yet 'tis greater 
skill 3. 

In a true hate to pray they have their will: 
The very devils cannot plagac them better. 

[Exit. 

ACT THREE 

Scene I. Britain. A ha'i in CymheUne's 
palace. 

Enter in state, Cymbeline, Queek, 

Cloten, and Lords a one door, and at 

another Caius Lucius and Attendants. 

Cym. Now say, what wou d Augustus 
Cffisar with us ? 

Luc. When Julius Caesar—whose remem¬ 
brance yet 

Lives in men's eyes, and will to ears and 
tongues 

Be theme and hearing ever—was in this 
Britain, 

And conquer'd it, Cassibelan, thine uacle, 5 
Famous in Caesar’s praises no whit less 
TJian in his feats deserving it, for him 
And his succession granted Rome a tribute. 
Yearly three thousand pounds, which by 
thee lately 
Is left untender'd. 

Queen. And, to kill the marvel, 10 
Shad be so ever. 

Clo. There be many Caesars 

Ere such another Julius. Fritain is | 

A world by itself, and we will nothing pay j 
For wearing our own noses. 

Queen. That opportunity, | 

Which then they had to take from % to 
resume 15 i 


[Act 3 

We have again. Remember, sir, my liege. 
The kings your ancestors, together with 
The natural bravery of your isle, which 
stands 

As Neptune's park, ribb'd and pal’d in 
With rocks unscalable and roaring waters, 
With sands that will not bear your enemies' 
boats 21 

But suck them up to th’ top-mast. A kind 
of conquest 

C«sar made here; but made not here his 
brag 

Of ‘ came, and saw, and overcame With 
shame— 

The first that ever touch’d him—he was 
carried !■> 

From off our coast, twice beaten ; and his 
shipping— 

Poor ignorant baubles!—on our terrible seas, 
Like egg-shells mov'd upon their surges, 
crack'd 

As easily 'gainst our rocks ; for joy whereof 
Th: am’d Cassibelan, who was once at 
point— 30 

O, giglot fortune!—to master Caesar’s 
sword, 

Made Lud’s Town with rejoicing fires bright 
And Britons strut with courage. 

Clo. Come, ther e's no more tribute to be 
paid. Our kingdom is stronger than it was 
at that time; and, as 1 said, there is no 
moc such Cassars. Other of them may have 
crook'd noses ; but to owe such straight 
arms, none. 

Cywi. Son, let your mother end. 3^ 

Clo. We have yet many among us can 
gripe as hard as Cassibelan. 1 do not say 
i am one ; but I have a hand. Why tribute? 
Why should we pay tribute ? If Caesar can 
hide the sun from us with a blanket, or put 
the moon in his pocket, we will pay liim 
tribute for light; else, sir, no more tribute, 
pray you now. 

Cym. You must know, 45 

Till the injurious Romans did extort 
This tribute from us, we were free. Caesar's 
ambition— 

Which swell'd so much that it did almost 
stretch 

The sides o' th' world—against all colour 
here 

Did put the yoke upon's ; which to shake 
of! 50 

Becomes a warlike people, whom we reckon 
Ours jives to be. 

Clo. We do. 

Cyw. Say then to Caesar, 

Our ancestor was that Mulmutius which 
Ordain’d our laws—whose use the sword 
of Caesar 

Hath too mu'ih mangled ; whose repair and 
franenise 53 

Shall, by the power we hold, be our good 
deed. 
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Scene 1] 


Thougii Rome be therefore anj;ry. Miil- 
mutiuj made our laws, 

Who was the first of ifiJ ain which did put 
His brows within a golden crown, and 
cail’d 

Himself a king, 

Luc. I am sorry, Cymbeline, 

That I am to pronounce Augustus Csesar— 
Caesar, tiiat hath moe kings his servants 
tiian 

Thyself domestic otlicers—thine enemy. 
Receive it from me, then: war and con¬ 
fusion 

In Caesar's name pronounce I 'gainst thee; 

look <>5 

For fury not to be resisted. Thus defied, 

I thank thee for my seif. 

Cym. inou art welcome, Cains. 

'I hy Cajsar knighted me ; my yomh 1 spent 
Much under him ; oi h:m I gather’d honour, 
VV hich he to seek of me again, perforce, 70 
Benoves me keep at utterance. 1 am perfect 
That the Pannonians and Oaanatiafis for 
Their liberties are now in arms, a precedent 
W'iucli not to reak would show the Britons 
cold ; 

So Ciesar shall not find them. 

Lnc. Let proof speak. 75 

Clo, His Majesty bids you wetcome. 
Make pastime with us a day or two, or 
longer. It you seek us afterwards in other 
terms, you shad lind us in our salt-water 
girdle. If you beat us out of it, it is yours ; 
if you fail in the adventure, our crows stull 
fare the better for you ; and there’s an end. 
Luc. So, sir. 

Cyrn. 1 know your master's pleasure, and 
he mine ; 

All the remain is, welcome. lExeunt. 

Scene II. Britain. Another room in 
CymbeUne*s palace. 

Enter Pisanio reading of a letler. 

Pis. How ? of adultery ? Wliercfore 
write you not 

What monsters her accuse ? Leonatus ! 

O master, what a strange infection 
Is fall’n into thy car i What false Italian— 
As poisv>nous-tongu'd as handed—hath 
prevail’d 5 

On thy too ready hearing ? Disloyal ? No. 
She's punish'd Ihr her truth, and undergoes, 
More goddess-like than wife-like, such 
assaults 

As would take in some virtue. O my 
master! 

Thy mind to her is now as low as were 10 
Thy fortunes. How ? that I should murder 
her ? 

Upon the love, and truth, and vows, wiiich I 
Have made to thy command ? 1, her ? Her 
blood ? 

If it be so to do good service, never 


Let me be coiinteJ serviceable. How look I 
Tfiat 1 should seem to lacit humanity lO 
So much as tiiis fact comes to ? IKcadsl 
‘ Do't. The letter 

That 1 have sent her, by iier own command 
Siiail give thee opportunity,' O damn’d 
paper, 

Black as tne ink that's on thee! Senseless 
baunie, :io 

Art thou a fedary for this act, and look'st 
So virgin-like without ? Lo here she comes. 

Enter lMOt;EN, 

1 am ignorant in what I am commanded. 
hno. How^ now, Pisanio ! 

Pis. Madam, here is a letter from my 
lord. .^5 

lino. Who ? thy lord ? That is my lord— 
l.eonatLis ? 

O, learn'd indeed were that astronomer 
Hiai: knew tire stars as I his characters— 
He'd lay the future open. You good gods, 
Let rvhat is here contain'd rdish of iove, 

Of my lord’s health, of his content; yet 
not 

That wc two are asunder—let that grieve 
him I 

Some griefs are med’cinable ; that is one of 
them, 

For it dotii physic love—of his content, 

All but in til it. Good wax, thy leave. 

Blest be S5 

You bees tiiat make these locks of counsel I 
Lovers 

And men in dangerous bonds pray not 
alike; 

Though forfeiters you cast in prison, yet 
You clasp young Cupid's tables. Good 
news, gods I | Reads. 

‘Justice, and your father’s wrath, should 
he take me in his dominion, could not be so 
cruel to me as you, O the dearest of crea¬ 
tures, would even renews me witii your eyes. 
Take notice that 1 am in Cambria, at 
Milford Haven. What your own love will 
out of this advise you, follow. So he wishes 
you all happiness that remains loyal to his 
vv»w, and your increasing in lov'e .|5 

Leonatus Posthumus.’ 

O for a horse with wings I Flear’st thou, 
Pisanio ? 

He is at Milford Haven. Read, and tell me 
How U\T 'tis thither. If one of mean affairs 
May plod it in a week, why may not 1 
Glide thither in a day ? Then, true 
Pisanio— 

Who long’st like me to see thy lord, who 
long’st— 

O, let me 'bate I—but not like me, yet 
long’st. 

But in a fainter kind—O, not like me, 

For mine's beyond beyond I—say, and 
speak thick— 55 
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Love's counsellor should fill the bores of 
hearing 

To th' smothering of the sense—how far 
it is 

To this same blessed Milford. And by th' 
way 

Tell me how Wales was made so happy as 
T' inherit such a haven. But first of all. ho 
How we may ste;d from hence : and for the 
gap' 

That we shall make in tiino from our hence- 
going 

And our return, to excuse. But first, how 
get hence. 

Why should excuse he born or ere begot ? 
We’ll talk of thiit hereafter. Prithee speak, 
How many score of miles may we well ride 
'Twixt hour and hour ? 

Pis. One score 'twixt sun and sun, 
Madam, 's enough for you, and too much 
too. 

Into. Why, one that rode to's execution, 
man. 

Could never go so slow. 1 have heard of 
riding wagers 

Where horses have keen niml'lcr than the 
sands : i 

That run i' th’ clock’s behalf. But this is 
fool'i-y. 

Go bid my woman feign a sickness ; say 
She'll home to her father; and provide rnc 
presently 

A riding suit, no costlier than tvould fit 7-^ 
A franklin’s huswife. 

Pis. Madam, you’re best consider, 

I mo. I sec before me, man. Nor here, nor 
here, 

Nor what ensues, but have a fog in them 
'ihat 1 cannot look through. Away, 1 
prithee ; 

Do as I bid thee. There’s no more to say ; 
Accessible is none but Milford way. tu 

[Exeunf. 

Scene III. Wales. A mountainous country 
ivith a cave. 

Enter from the cave Belarius, Guideuius, 
and Akvikagus. 

Bel. A goodly day not to keep house 
with such 

Whose roof's as low as ours! Stoop, boys; 
this gate 

Instructs you how t' adore the heavens, 
and bows you 

To a morning's holy office. The gates of 
monarchs 

Are arch'd .so high that giants may jet 
through 5 

And keep their impious turbans on without 
Good morrow to the sun. Hail, thou fair 
heaven! 

We bouse i* th* rock, yet use thee not so 
hardly 


As prouder livers do. 

Gui. Hail, heaven! 

Ari,’. Hail, heaven! 

Bel. Now for our nunintain sport. Up to 
yond hill, lo 

Your legs are young ; I'll tread these flats. 
Consider, 

When you above perceive me like a crow, 
That it is place which lessens and sets off; 
And you may tlien revolve what tales I 
have told you 

Of courts, of princes, of the tricks in war. 15 
This service is not service so being done, 
But being so allow'd. To apprehend thus 
Draws us a profit from all things we sec, 
And often to our comfort siiall we hnd 
The sharded beetle in a safer hold ;<> 

Thau is the fuU-wing’d eagle. O, this life 
Is nobler than attending for a check, 
Richer than doing nothing for a hr be. 
Prouder than rustling in unpaid-for silk : 
Such gain the cap of him that makes him 
tine, :?.) 

Yet keeps his book uncross’d. No life to 
ours ! 

Gwi. Out of your proof you speak. We, 
poor untledg'd, 

Have never wing'd from view 0' th’ nest, 
nor know not 

What air's from home. Haply this life is 
best, 

If quiet life be best; sweeter to you jio 
T hat have a sharper known ; well corres* 
ponding 

With your stiff age. But unto us it is 
A cci! of ignorance, travelling abed, 

A prison for a debtor that not dares 
To stride a limit. 

Arv. What should we speak of 3“^ 

When wc are old as you f When we shall 
hear 

The rain and wind beat dark December, 
how. 

In this our pinching cave, shall wc dis¬ 
course 

The freezing hours away ? We have seen 
nothing; 39 

We are beastly : subtle as the fox for prey, 
Like warlike as the wolf for what we eat. 
Our valour is to chase what flies ; our cage 
We make a choir, as doth the prison’d bird, 
And sing our bondage freely. 

Bel. How you speak ! 

Did you but know the city's usuries, 45 

And felt them knowingly—the art o' th' 
court, 

As hard to leave as keep, whose top to 
climb 

Is certain falling, or so sUpp'ry that 
The fear's as bad as falling; the toil o’ th' 
war, 49 

A pain that only seems to seek out danger 
I' th' name of fame and honour, which dies 
i* th' search, 
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And hath as oft a sland'roUvS epitaph 
As record of fair act; nay, many times, 
Doth ill deserve by doing well; what’s 
worse.— 

Must curtsy at the censure. O, boys, this 
story r,5 

llie world may read in me; my body’s 
mark’d 

With Roman swords, and my report was 
once 

First with the best of note, Cymhcline 
lov’d me ; 

And when a soldier was the theme, my 
name 

Was not far otf. 7’heii was I as a tree 
Whose boughs did bend with fruit; but in 
one night 

A storm, oi robbery, call it what you will, 
Shook down my mellow hangings, nay, my 
leaves, 

And left me hare to weather. 

Car. Uncertain favour ! 

BeL My fault bciiig notlui^g—as 1 have 
told you oft— 

But that two \iliain?.?, whose false oaths 
prevail’d 

Before my perfect honour, iw'Ofc to 
Cytnbeiiae 

1 was confederate with the Homans. So 
Follow’d my banishment, and this twenty 


And thus I set my foot on’s neck '; even 
then 

The princely blood flows in his cheek, he 
.sweats. 

Strains his young nerves, and puts himself 
in posture 

That ac(s my words. The younger brother, 
Cadwal, 95 

Once Arviragus, in as like a figure 
Strikes life into my speech, and shows 
much more 

ilis own conceiving. Hark, the game is 
rous'd ! 

O Cymbeline, heaven and my conscience 
knows <>9 

Thou didst unjustly banish me! Whereon, 
At three and two years old, 1 stole these 
babes, 

7'hinking to bar thee of succession as 
Ihou refts me of my lands. Fiirinhile, 
Thou wast their nurse ; tliey took thee for 
their mother. 

And every day do honour to her grave. 105 
Myself, Belarius, that am Morgan call’d, 

A hey take for natural father. The gam e 
is up. [Exit, 

Scene IV, Wales, near Milford Haven. 
Enter Pisanio and 1mo(;hn. 


years 

This rock and these demesnes have been my 
world, -/o 

Where 1 have liv’d at honest freedom, paid 
More pious debts to heaven Allan in all 
The forc-end of mv time. But up to th' 
meuntains ! 

This is not hunters’ language. He that 
strikes 

rhe venison first shall be the lord o’ th’ 
feast; 75 

'I'o him the other two shall minister ; 

And \vc will fear no poison, which attends 
In jfiace of greater state. I'li meet you in 
the valleys. 

|fixea>fi Caidcrius and ArvirafiHs. 
How hard it is to hide the sparks of nature ! 
7’hese boys know little they are sons to th' 
King, 

Nor Cymhcline dreams that they arc alive. 
They think they are mine : and though 
train’d up thus meanly 
I’ th’ cave wherein they bow, their thoughts 
do hit 

The roofs of palaces, and nature prompts 
them I 

In simple and low things to prince it much 1 
Beyond the trick of others. This Polydore, j 
I'be heir of Cymbeline and Britain, who 
The King his father call’d Ouideriiis—Jove! 
When on my thrcc-foot stool 1 sit and tell 
The warlike feats I have done, his spirits 
fly out 90 I 

Into my story ; say * Thus mine enemy fell, 


Jmo. 'fhou told’st me, when we came 
fnun horse, the place 

Was near at hand. Ne’er long'd my mother 
so 

I'o sec me first as I have now. Pisanio! 
Man ! 

Where is Posthumus ? What is in thy mind 
i'hat makes thee stare thus ? Wherefore 
breaks that sigh 

From th’ inward of thee ? One but painted 
thus 

Would be interpreted a thing perplex’d 
Beyond self-explication. Put thyself 
into a havioiir of less fear, ere wildness 
Vanquish my staider srases. Wiiat’s the 
matter 7 to 

Why tender’st thou that paper to me with 
A look untender ? If’t be summer news, 
t'jnilc to’t before ; if winterly, thou necd’st 
But keep that count nance still. My 
husband's 7 

That drug-damn'd Italy hath out-craftieJ 
him, 15 

And he’s at some hard point. Speak, man ; 
thy tongue 

May take off some extremity, which to read 
Would be even mortal to me. 

Pis, Please you read, 

And you shall find me, wretched man, a 
thing 

The most disdain’d of fortune. 20 

Jmo. [Reads] ‘ Thy mistress, Pisanio, 
hath play’d the strumpet in my bed, the 
testimonies whereof lie bleeding in me. I 
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speak not out of weak surmises, but from 
proof as strong as my grief and as certain 
as 1 expect my revenge. That part thou, 
Pisanio, must act for me, if thy faith be not 
tainted with the breach of hers. Let thine 
own hands take away her life ; I shall give 
thee opportunity at Milford Haven; she 
hath my letter for the purpose; where, if 
thou fear to strike, and to make me certain 
it is done, thou art the pander to her 
dishonour, and equally to me disloyal.' 20 

Pis, What shall I need to draw my 
sword ? The paper 

Hath cut her throat already. No, Tis 
slander, 

Whose edge is sharper than the sword, 
whose tongue 

Outvenoms all the worms of Nile, whose 
breath 

Rides on the posting winds and doth belie 
All corners of the world. Kings, queens, 
and states, 35 

Maids, matrons, nay, the secrets of the 
ip-ave, 

This viperous slander enters. What cheer, 
madam ? 

Imo. False to his bed ? What is it to be 
false ? 

To lie in watch there, and to think on him ? 
To weep twixt clock and clock ? If sleep 
charge nature. 

To break it with a fearful dream of him, 41 
And cry myself awake ? That’s false to's 
bed, 

Is it ? 

Pis, Alas, good lady ! 

Imo, I false ! Thy conscience w itness! 
lachimo, 

Thou didst accuse him of incontinency ; 45 
Thou then look’dst like a villain ; now', 
me thinks, 

Thy favour’s good enough. Some jay of 
Italy, 

Whose mother was her painting, hath be¬ 
tray’d him. 

Poor I am stale, a garment out of fashion. 
And for 1 am richer than to hang by th' 
walls 50 

I must be ripp’d. To pieces with me! O, 
Men's vows arc women’s traitors ! All good 
seeming, 

By thy revolt, O husband, shall be thought 
Put on for villainy; not born w'here’t 
grows, 

But worn a bait for ladies. 

Pis, Good madam, hear me. 55 

Imo, True honest men being heard, like 
false >Eneas, 

Were, in his time, thought false; and 
Sifton’s weeping 

Did scandal many a holy tear, took pity 
From most true wretchedness. So thou, 
Posthumus, j 

Wilt lay the leaven on all proper men: 60 1 
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Goodly and gallant shall be false and 
perjur'd 

From thy great fail. Come, fellow, be thou 
honest; 

Do thou thy master’s bidding; when thou 
seest him, 

A little witness my obedience. Look ! 64 

I draw' the sword myself; take it, and hit 
The innocent mansion of my love, my 
heart. 

Fear not; 'tis empty of all things but 
grief; 

Thy master is not there, who was indeed 
The riches of it. Do his bidding ; strike. 
I'hou mayst be valiant in a better cause, 70 
But now thou seem’st a coward. 

Pis, Hence, vile instrument! 

Thou shalt not damn my hand. 

Imo. Why, 1 must die ; 

And if 1 do not by thy hand, thou art 
No servant of thy master’s. Against self- 
slaughter 

There is a prohibition so divine 75 

That cravens my weak hand. Come, here’s 
my heart— 

Something’s afore’t. Soft, soft I we’ll no 
defence I— 

Obedient as the scabbard. What is here ? 
The scriptures of the loyal Leonatiis 
All turn’d to heresy ? Away, away, ko 
C orrupters of my faith ! y^ou shall no more 
Be stomachers to my heart. Thus may 
poor fools 

Believe false teachers; though those that 
arc betray’d 

Do feel the treason sharply, yet the traitor 
Stands in worse case or woe. And thou, 
Posthumus, 

That didst set up my disobedience ’gainst 
(he King 

My father, and make me put into contempt 
the suits 

Of princely fellows, shalt hereafter find 
It is no act of common passage but 90 
A strain of rareness ; and 1 grieve myself 
To think, when thou shalt be disedg'd by her 
lhat now thou tirest on, how thy memory 
Will then be pang’d by me. Prithee 
dispatch. 

The lamb entreats the butcher. Where’s 
thy knife ? 95 

Thou art too slow to do thy master’s 
bidding, 

When I desire it too. 

Pis, O gracious lady, 

Since I receiv'd command to do this 
business 

I have not slept one wink. 

Into, Do't, and to bed then. 

Pis. I'll wake mine eyeballs first. 

Imo. Wherefore then 

Didst undertake it ? Why hast thou 
abus’d loi 

So many miles with a pretence ? This place ? 
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Mine action and thine own ? our horses* 
labour ? 

The time inviting thee ? the perturbed 
court, 

For my being absent ?—whercunto I never 
Purpose return. Why hast thou gone so far 
To be unbent when thou hast ta'eu thy 
stand, 

Th' elected deer before thee ? 

Pis. But to win time 

To lose so bad employment, m the which 
I have consider’d of a course. Good lady. 
Hear me with patience. 

Inw. Talk thy tongue weary—speak. 
I have heard 1 am a strumpet, and mine 
ear, it.: 

Therein false struck, can take no greater 
wound, 

Nor tent to bottom that. But speak. 

Pis. Then, madam, 

I thought you would not back again. 

I mo. Most like— its 

Bringing me here to kill me. 

Pis. Not so, neither; 

But if 1 were as wise as honest, then 
My purpose would prove w^cll. It cannot be 
But that my master is abus’d. Some 
villain. 

Ay, and singular in his art, hath done you 
botli 

this cursed injury. 

Imo. Some Roman courtezan 1 
Pis. No, on my life! 

ru give but notice you are dead, and send 
him 

Some bloody sign of it, for ’tis commanded 
I should do so. You shall be miss’d at 
court, 

And that will well confirm it. 

Imo. Why, good fellow. 

What shJill I do the while ? where bide ? 
how live ? 

Or in my life what comfort, when I am 
Dead to my husband ? 

Pis. If you’ll back to th’ court— 

Imo. No court, no father, nor no more 
ado 

With that harsh, noble, simple nothing— 
I'hat Cloten, whose love-suit hath been to 
me 

As fearful as a siege. 

Pis. It not at court, 

Then not in Britain must you bide. 

Imo. Where then ? 

Hath Britain all the sun that shines ? Day, 
night, CCS 

Arc they not but in Brita n ? 1 ’ th' world's 
volume 

Our Britain seems as of it, but not n't; 

In a great pool a sw'an’s nest. Prithee 
think 

There'o livers out of Britain. 

Pis. 1 am most glad 

You think of other place. Th* ambassador, 

40 


Lucius the Homan, comes to Milford 
Haven J41 

To-morrow. Now, if you could wear a 
mind 

Dark as your fortune is, and but disguise 
7 hat which t' appear itself must not yet be 
But by self-danger, you should tread a 
course its 

Pretty and fail of view; yea, happily, near 
The resjcicncc of Posthiimus; so nigh, at 
least. 

That though his actions w^erc not visible, yet 
Report should render him hourly to your 
ear 

As truly as he moves. 

Imo. O 1 for such means, t , ) 

Though peril to my modesty, not death 
on’t, 

I would adventure. 

Pis. Well then, here's the point: 

You must forget to be a woman ; change 
Command into obedience; fear and nicc- 
ness— 

The handmaids of all women, or, more 
truly, T.^3 

Woman it pretty self—into a waggish 
courage; 

Ready in gibes, quick-answer'd, saucy, and 
As quarrelous as the weasel. Nay, you 
must 

Forget that rarest treasure of your cheek, 
Exposing it—but, O, the harder heart! loo 
Alack, no remedy !—to the greedy touch 
Of common-kissing Titan, and forget 
Your laboursomc and dainty trims wherein 
You made great Juno angry. 

Imo. Nay, be brief; 

I see into thy end, and am almost 165 
A man already. 

Pis. First, make yourself but like one. 
Fore-thinking this, 1 have already fit— 
'Tis in my cloak-bag—doublet, hat, hose, all 
That answer to them. Would you, in their 
serving, 

And with what imitation you can borrow 
From youth of such a season, fore noble 
Lucius i/i 

Present yourself, desire his service, tell him 
Wherein you’re happy—which will make 
him know 

If that his head have ear in music; doubt¬ 
less 

With joy he will embrace you ; for he's 
honourable, 175 

.And, doubling that, most holy. Your means 
abroad— 

You have me, rich ; and 1 will never fail 
Beginning nor supplyment. 

Imo. Thou art all the comfort 

The gods will diet me with. Prithee away I 
There's more to be consider’d ; but we'll 
even iSo 

All that good time will give us. This 
attempt 
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I am soldier to, and will abide it with 
A prince's courage. Away, I prithee. 

Pis. Well, madam, we must take a short 
farewell. 

Lest, being miss'd, I be suspected of 185 
Your carriage from the court. My noble 
mistress, 

Here is a box ; I had it from the Queen. 
What’s in’t is precious. If you are sick 
at sea 

Or stomach-qualm'd at land, a dram of this 
Will drive away distemper. To some shade. 
And fit you to your manhood. May the gods 
Direct you to the best! 

Imo. Amen, 1 thank thee. 

[ExtfiuU severally. 

Scene V. Britain. CymbeHne’s palace. 

Enter Cymijeline, Queen, Cloten, 
Li;cius, and Lords. 

Cym. Thus far ; and so farewell. 

Luc. Thanks, royal sir. 

My emperor hath wrote; 1 must from 

hence. 

And am right sorry that I must report ye 
My master's enemy. 

Cym. Our subjects, sir, 1 

Will not endure his yoke ; and for ourself 
To show less sovereignty than they, must 
needs 

Appear unkinglike. 

Luc. So, sir. 1 desire of you 

A conduct overland to Milford Haven. 
Madam, all joy befall your Grace and you ! 
Cyw. My lords, you are appointed for 
that office ; 10 

The due of honour in no point omit. 

So farewell, noble Lucius. 

Luc. Your hand, my*^ lord. 

Clo. Receive it friendly ; but from this 
time forth 

1 wear it as your enemy. 

Luc. Sir, the event t t 

Is yet to name the winner. Fare you well. 
Cym. Leave not the worthy Lucius, good 
my lords. 

Till he have cross’d the Severn. Happiness 1 
[Exeunt Lucius and Lords. 
Queen. He goes hence frowning; but it 
honours us 

That we have given him cause. 

Clo. 'Tis all the better; 

Your valiant Britons have their wishes in it, 
Cym, Lucius hath wrote already to the 
Emperor 21 

How it goes here. It fits us therefore ripely 
Our chariots and our horsemen be in 
readiness. 

The pow'rs that he already hath in Gallia 
Will scon be drawn to head, from whence 
he moves 25 

His war for Britain. 

Queen. 'Tis not sleepy business, 
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But must be look'd to speedily and strongly. 
Cym. Our expectation that it would be 
thus 

Hath made us forward. But, my gentle 
queen. 

Where is our daughter ? She hath not 
appear'd 30 

Before the Roman, nor to us hath tender'd 
The duty of the day. She looks us like 
A thing more made of malice than of duty ; 
We have noted it. Call her before us, for 
We have been too slight in sufferance. 

[Exit a Messenger. 
Queen. Royal sir. 

Since the exile of Posthumus, most retir’d 
Hath her life been ; the cure whereof, my 
lord, 3 7 

’Tis time must do. Beseech your Majesty, 
Forbear sharp speeches to her ; she’s a lady 
So tender of rebukes that w^ords are strokes, 
And strokes death to her. 

Re-enter Messenger. 

Cym. WTiere is she, sir ? How 

Can her contempt be answer’d ? 

Mess. Please you, sir, 

Her chamlKjrs are all lock’d, and there’s, no 
answer 

That will be given to th’ loud noise we 
make. 

Queen. My lord, when last I went to visit 
her, 15 

She pray'd me to excuse her keeping close ; 
Whereto constrain'd by her infirmity 
She should that duty leave unpaid to you 
Which daily she was bound to proffer. This 
She wish'd me to make knowm ; but our 
great court 50 

Made me to blame in memory. 

Cym. Her doors lock'd ? 

Not seen of late ? Grant, heavens, that 
which I fear 

Prove false I [Exit. 

Queen. Son, I say, follow the King. 
Clo. That man of hers, Pisanio, her old 

servant, 55 

I have not seen these two days. 

Queen. Go, look after. 

[Exit Cloten. 

Pisanio, thou that stand’st so for Posthu¬ 
mus ! 

He hath a drug of mine. I pray his absence 
Proceed by swallowing that; for he 
believes 

It is a thing most precious. But for her, 
Where is she gone ? Haply despair hath 
seiz’d her; 

Or, wing'd with fervour of her love, she's 
flown 

To her desir’d Posthumus. Gone she is 
To death or to dishonour, and my end 
Can make good use of either. She being 
down, <15 

I have the placing of the British crown. 
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Re-enter Cloten. 

How now, my son ? 

C7o. *Tis certain she is fled» 

Go in and cheer the King. He rages ; none 
Dare come about him. 

Queen. All the better. May 

This night forestall him of the coming day ! 

[Exit. 

Clo. I love and hate her; for she’s fair 
and royal, 

And that she hath all courtly parts more 
exquisite 

Than lady, ladies, woman. From every one 
The best she hath, and she, of all com¬ 
pounded, 71 

Outsells them all. I love her therefore ; but 
Disdaining me and throwing favours on 
The loAv i^osthuinus slanders so her judg¬ 
ment 

That what’s else rare is chok’d ; and in that 
point 

I will conclude to hate her, nay, indeed. 

I'o be reveng’d upon her. For when fools 
Shall— M 

Enter Pisan lo. 

Who is here ? What, arc you packing, 
sirrah ? 

Come hither. Ah, you precious pander ! 
Villain, 

Where is thy lady ? In a word, or else 
Thou art straightway with the fiends. 

Pis. O good my lord I 

Clo. Where is thy lady ? or, by Jupiter— 
1 will not ask again. Close villain, 

I'll have this secret from thy heart, or rip 
I'hy heart to find it. Is she with Posthii- 
rnus ? 

From whose so many weights of baseness 
cannot 

A dram of worth be drawn. 

Pis. Alas, my lord, 

How can she be w ith him ? Wlicn was she 
miss’d ? 

He is in Rome. 

Clo. Where is she, sir 7 Come nearer. 
No farther halting ! Satisfy me home 
What is become of her. 

Pis. O my all-worthy lord ! 

Clo. All-worthy villain ! ‘ 

Discover wdiere thy mistress is at once. 

At the next word. No more of ‘ worthy 
lord ’! 

Speak, or thy silence on the instant is ys 
Thy condemnation and thy death. 

Pis. I’hen, sir. 

This paper is the history of my knowledge 
Touching her flight. IPreseuling a letter. 

Clo. Let’s see’t. I will pursue her 

Even to Augustus’ throne. 

Pis, [Aside] Or this or perish. 

She's far enough ; and what he learns by 
this 


May prove his travel, not her danger. 

Clo. Humh! 

Pis. [Aside] I'll write to my lord she’s 
dead. O Imogen, 105 

Safe mayst thou wander, safe return again I 
Clo. Sirrah, is this letter true ? 

Pis. Sir, as I think. i h 

Clo. It is Posthumus' hand ; I know't. 
Sirrah, if thou wouldst not be a villain, but 
do me true service, undergo those employ¬ 
ments wherein I should have cause to use 
thee with a serious industry—that is. what 
villainy soe'er 1 bid thee do, to perform it 
directly and truly—I would think thee an 
honest man ; thou shouldst neither want 
my means for thy relief nor iny voice for 
thy preferment. no 

Pis. Well, my good lord. 

Clo. Wilt thou serve me ? For since 
patiently and constantly thou hast stuck 
to the bare Ibrtune of that beggar Posthu¬ 
mus, thou can St not, in the course of 
gratitude, but be a diligent follower of 
mine. Wilt thou serve me 7 
Pis. Sir, I will. 

Clo. Giv^c me thy hand ; here's my purse. 
Hast any of thy late master's garments in 
thy possession ? n ’5 

Pis. 1 have, my lord, at my lodging, the 
same suit he wore when he took leave of 
my lady and mistress. 

Clo. The first service thou dost me, fetch 
that suit hither. Let it be thy first service ; 
go. 129 

Pis. I shall, my lord. [Exit. 

Clo. Meet thee at Milford Haven! I 
forgot to ask him one thing ; I'll remem- 
ber't anon. Even there, thou villain 
Posthumus, will I kill thee. I would these 
garments were come. She said upon a time 
—the bitterness of it I now belch from my 
heart—that she held the very garment of 
Posthumiis in more respect than my noble 
and natural person, together with the 
adornment of my qualities. With that suit 
upon my back will 1 ravish her ; first kill 
him, and in her eyes. There shall she sec 
my valour, which will then be a torment 
to her contempt. He on the ground, my 
pecch of insultment ended on his dead 
l>ody, and w'hen my lust hath dined— 
which, as I say, to vex her I will execute 
in the clothes that she so prais’d—to the 
court I'll knock her back, foot her home 
again. She hath despis'd me rejoicingly, 
and I'll be merry in my revenge. 1^0 

Re-enter Pisanio, with the clothes. 

Be those the garments ? 

Pis. Ay, my noble lord. 

Clo. l4ow long is't since she went to 
Milford Haven ? 

Pis. She can scarce be there yet. 150 
Clo. Bring this apparel to my chamber; 
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that is the second thing that I have com¬ 
manded thee. The third is that thou wilt 
be a voluntary mute to my design. Be but 
duteous and true, preferment shall tender 
itself to thee. My revenge is now at 
Milford ; would 1 had wings to follow it! 
Come, and l)e true. lExit 

Pis. Thou bid*st me to my loss; for 

true to thee 

Were to pro\ e false, which 1 will never be, 
To him that is most true. To Milford go. 
And find not her whom thou pursuest. 

Flow, flow, if>o 

You heavenly blessings, on her ! This fooFs 
speed 

Be cross’d with slowness! Labour he his 
meed! [Exit. 

Scene VI. Wales. Before the cave of 
Bdarius. 

Enter Imogen alone, in boy's clothes. 

I mo. I see a man’s life is a tedious one. 
I have tir’d myself, and for two nights 
together 

Have made the ground my bed. 1 should 
be sick 

But that my resolution helps me. Milford, 
When from the mountain-top Pisanio 

show’d thee, 5 

Thou wast within a ken. O Jove ! I think 
Foundations fly the wretched; such, I 
mean, 

Where they should be reliev’d. Two 

beggars told me 

I could not miss my way. Will poor folks 
lie, 9 

That have afflictions on them, knowing ’tis 
A punishment or trial ? Yes ; no wonder. 
When rich ones scarce tell true. To lapse in 
fulness 

Is sorer than to lie for need ; and falsehood 
Is worse in kings than beggars. My dear 
lord ! 

Thou art one o’ th’ false ones. Now I think 
on thee 15 

My hunger’s gone ; but ev^en before, I was 
At point to sink for food. But what is this ? 
Here is a path to’t; ’tis some savage hold. 
I were best not call; I dare not call. Yet 
famine, 

Ere clean it overthrow nature, makes it 
valiant. 20 

Plenty and peace breeds cow'ards ; hard¬ 
ness ever 

Of hardiness is mother. Ho ! who*s here ? 
If anything that’s civil, speak ; if savage. 
Take or lend. Ho I No answer ? Then I’ll 
enter. 24 

Best draw my sword ; and if mine enemy 
But fear the sword, like me, he’ll scarcely 
look on’t. 

Such a foe, good heavens! 

[Exit into the cave. 


Enter Belarius, Guiderius, and 
Arviragus. 

BeL You, Polydorc, have prov’d best 
woodman and 

Are master of the feast. Cadwal and I 
Will play the cook and servant; 'tis our 
match. 30 

The sweat of industry would dry and die 
But for the end it works to. Come, our 
stomachs 

Will make what’s homely savoury ; weari¬ 
ness 

Can snore upon the flint, when resty sloth 
Finds the down pillow hard. Now, peace 
be here, 35 

Poor house, that kcep’st thyself I 

Gui. 1 am throughly weary. 

Arv. 1 am weak wuth toil, yet strong in 
appetite. 

Gui. There is cold meat i’ th’ cave ; we’U 
browse on that 

Whilst what we have kill'd he cook'd. 

Bel. [Looking into the cave] Stay, come 
not in. 3<> 

But that it eats our victuals, I should think 
Here were a fairy. 

Giii. What’s the matter, sir ? 

Bel. By Jupiter, an angel i or, if not, 

An earthly paragon ! Behold divinencss 
No elder than a boy ! 

Re-enter Imogen. 

Into. Good masters, harm me not. 45 
Before I enter’d here I call’d, and thought 
To have begg’d or bought what I have 
took. Good troth, 

I have stol’n nought ,' nor would not 
though I had found 

Gold strew'd i' th’ floor. Here’s money for 
my meat. 

I would have left it on the board, so soon 5<» 
As 1 had made my meal, and parted 
With pray’rs for the provider. 

Gui. Money, youth ? 

Arc. All gold and silver rather turn to 
dirt, 

As 'tis no better reckon’d but of those 34 
Who worship dirty gods. 

Into. I see you're angry. 

Know, if you kill me for my fault, I should 
Have died had I not made it. 

Bel. Whither bound ? 

I mo. To Milford Haven, 

Bel. What’s your name ? 

Imo. Fidele, sir. I have a kinsman who 
Is bound for Italy; he embark’d at Mil¬ 
ford ; 61 

To whom being going, almost spent with 
hunger, 

I am falJ’n in this offence. 

Bel. Prithee, fair youth, 

Think us no churls, nor measure our good 
minds 
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By this rude place we live in. Well en¬ 
counter'd I 

*Tis almost night; you shall have better 
cheer 

Ere you depart, and thanks to stay and 
eat it. 

Boys, bid him welcome. 

Gut. Were you a woman, youth, 

1 should woo hard but be your groom. In 
honesty 

I bid for you as I'd buy. 

Arv. I'll make't my comfort 7 C‘ 

He is a man. Til love him as my brother ; 
And such a welcome as I'd give to him 
After long absence, such is yours. Most 
welcome I 

Be spriglitly, for you fall 'mongst friends. 

inio . 'Mongst friends, 

If brothers. [Aside] Would it had betm so 
that they 75 

Had been my father’s sons ! Then had my 
prize 

Been less, and so more equal ballasting 
To thee, Posthumus. 

BeL He wrings at some distress. 

Gut. Would 1 could free’t I 

Arv. Or I, whate'er it be. 

What pain it cost, what danger ! Gods ! 

BcL [Whispering] Hark, boys. So 

Imo. fAside) Great men, 

That had a court no bigger than this cave. 
That did attend themselves, and had the 
virtue 

Which their own conscience seal’d them, 
laying by s i 

That nothing-gift of differing multitudes. 
Could not out-peer these twain. Pardon 
me, gods ! 

I'd change my sex to he companion with 
them, 

Since Leouatus' false. 

Bel. It shall be so. 

Boys, we’ll go dress our hunt. Fair youth, 
come in. 

Discourse is heavy, fasting ; when we have 
supp'd, no 

We’ll mannerly demand thee of thy story. 
So far as thou wilt speak it. 

Gui. Pray draw near. 

Arv. The night to th’ owl and morn to th’ 
lark less welcome. 

Imo. Thanks, sir. yi 

Arv. I pray draw near. \Exeunt. 

ScENii VII. Rome. A public place. 
Enter two Roman Senators and Tribunes. 

1 Sen. This is the tenour of the Emperor's 
writ: 

That since the common men arc now in 
action 

'Gainst the Pannonians and Dalmatians, 
And that the legions now in Gallia arc 
Full weak to undertake our wars against 5 


The fall'n-off Britons, that we do incite 
The gentry to this business. He creates 
Lucius proconsul; and to you, the 
tribunes, 

For tliis immediate levy, he commands 9 
His absolute commission. Long live Oesar I 

Tri, Is Lucius general of the forces ? 

2 .Sen. Ay. 

Tri. Remaining now in Gallia ? 

1 Sen. With those legions 

Which I Jiave spoke of, wlKTciinto your 
levy 

Must be siipplyant. The w\^rds of your 
commission 

Will tie you to the numbers and the time 15 
Of their dispatcJi. 

Tri. We will discharge our duty. 

[ExeunL 

ACT FOUR 

Scene I. Wales. Near the cave of Belarius. 

Enter Cloten alone . 

Clo. 1 am near to th' place where they 
should meet, if Pisanio have mapp’d it 
truly. How fit his garments serve rne I Why 
should his mistress, who was made by him 
that made the tailor, not be fit too ? The 
rather—saving reverence of the word—for 
'tis said a woman's fitness comes by fits. 
Therein I must play the workman. 1 dare 
speak it to myself, for it is not vain-glory 
for a man and his glass to confer in his own 
chamber—1 mean, the lines of my body 
are as well drawn as his; no less young, 
more strong, not beneath him in fortunes, 
beyond him in the advantage of the time, 
above him in birth, alike conversant in 
general services, and more remarkable in 
single oppositions. Yet this impercciverant 
thing loves him in my despite. What 
mortality is I Posthumus, thy head, which 
now is growing upon thy shoulders, shall 
within this hour be off; thy mistress en¬ 
forced ; thy garments cut to pieces before 
her face; and all this done, spurn her 
home to her fatlier, who may, haply, be a 
little angry for my so rough usage; but 
my mother, having power of his testiness, 
shall turn all into my commendations. My 
horse is tied up safe. Out, sword, and to a 
sore purpose ! Fortune, put them into my 
hand. U his is the very description of their 
meeting-place; and the fellow dares not 
deceive me. [Exit. 

Scene II. Wales. Before the cave of 
Belarius. 

Enter, from the cave, Belarius, Guiderius, 
Arviragus, and Imogen. 

Bel. [To Imogcwl You are not well. 
Remain here in the cave ; 

We'll come to you after hunting. 


1221 



CYMBELINE 


[Act 4 


Arv, [I'o Imogen] Brother, stay here. 
Are we not brothers ? 

Into, So man and man should be ; 

But clay and clay differs in dignity. 
Whose dust is both alike. I am very sick. 3 

Gui. Go you to hunting; Til abide with 
him. 

Into. So sick I am not, yet I am not well; 
But not so citizen a wanton as 
To seem to die ere sick. So please you, leave 
me; 

Stick to your journal course. The breach 
of custom !•» 

Is breach of all. 1 am ill, but your being 
by me 

Cannot amend me; society is no comfort 
To one not sociable. 1 am not very sick. 
Since I can reason of it. Pray you trust me 
here. 

I'll rob none but myself; and let me die, 
Stealing so poorly. 

Gui. I love thee ; I have spv>ke it. 

How much the quantity, the weight as 
much 

As I do love my father. 

Bel. What ? how ? how ? 

An\ If it be sin to say so, sir, I yoke me 
In my good brother’s fault. 1 know not 
why 

I love this youth, and I have heard you say 
Love’s reason’s without reason. The bier 
at door. 

And a demand who is’t shall die. I’d say 
‘ My father, not this youth'. 

Bel, [Aside] O noble strain ! 

O worthiness of nature! breed of great¬ 
ness ! 

Cowards father cowards and base things 
sire base. 

Nature hath meal and bran, contempt and 
grace. 

I’m not their father; yet who this should 
be 

Doth miracle itself, lov’d before me,— 

*"lis the ninth hour o’ th' morn. 

Arv, Brother, farewell. v* 

I mo, 1 wish ye sport. 

Ari'. You health. [To Belarius] So please 
you, sir. 

Into. [Aside] These are kind creatures. 
Gods, what lies 1 have heard ! 

Our courtiers say all’s savage but at 
court. 

Experience, O, thou disprov'st report! 

Th’ imperious seas breed monsters ; for the 
dish, 33 

Poor tributary rivers as sweet fish. 

1 am sick still; heart-sick. Pisanio, 
ril now taste of thy drug. [Swallows some, 

Gui, 1 could not stir him. 

He said he was gentle, but unfortunate ; 
Dishonestly afilicted, but yet honest. 40 

Arv, Thus did he answer me; yet said 
hereafter 


I might know more. 

Bel, To th* field, to th’ field ! 

We’ll leave you for this time. Go in and 
rest. 

Arv. We’ll not be long away. 

Bel, Pray be not sick, 

For you must be our husw ifc. 

Imo, Well, or ill, 45 

I am bound to you. 

Bel. And shalt he ever. 

[Hxil Imofien into the cave. 
This youth, howe’er distress’d, appears he 
hath had 
Good ancestors. 

Arv . How angel-like he sings I 

Gui. But his neat cookery! He cut our 
roots in characters, so 

And sauc'd our broths as Juno had been 
sick, 

And he her dieter. 

Art'. Nobly he yokes 

A smiling with a sigh, as if the sigh 
VV’as that it was for not being such a smile ; 
The smile mocking the sigh that it would 
fly 35 

From so divine a temple to commix 
With winds that sailors rail at. 

Gui. I do note 

That grief and patience, rooted in him both, 
Mingle their spurs together. 

Arv, Grow patience! 

And let the stinking elder, grief, untwine 
His perishing root wiih the increasing vine ! 
Bel. It is great morning. Come, away ! 
Who’s there ? 

Enter Cloten. 

Clo. I cannot find those runagates ; that 
villain 

Hath mock’d me. I am faint. 

Bel. Those runagates ? 

Means he not us ? I partly know him ; 'tis 
Cloten, the son o’ th' Queen. 1 fear some 
ambush. do 

1 saw him not these many years, and yet 
1 know 'tis he. We arc held as outlaws. 
Hence! 

Gui. He is but one ; you and my brother 
search 

What companies are near. Pray you away ; 
Let me alone with him. 

I Exeunt Belarius and Arvira^us, 
Clo, Soft! What are you 

That fly me thus ? Some villain moun¬ 
taineers ? 7^ 

I have heard of such. What slave art thou ? 

Gwi. A thing 

More slavish did I ne’er than answering 
' A slave ’ without a knock. 

Clo. Thou art a robber, 75 

A law-breaker, a villain. Yield thee, thief. 
Gui, To who ? To thee ? What art 
thou ? Have not 1 

An arm as big as thine, a heart as big ? 
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Thy words, I grant, are bigger, for I wear 
not 

My dagger in my mouth. Say what thou 
art; »o 

Why I should yield to thee. 

C/o. Thou villain base, 

Know’st me not by my clothes ? 

Gui. No, nor thy tailor, rascal, 

Who is thy grandfather; he made those 
clothes. 

Which, as it seems, make thee. 

Clo. Thou precious varlet, 

My tailor made them not. 

Gui. Hence, then, and thank 

The man that gave them thee. Thou art 
some fool; 

I am loath to beat thee. 

Clo. Thou injurious thief. 

Hear but my name, and tremble, 

Gui. What’s thy name ? 

Clo. Cloten, thou villain. 

Gui. Cloten, thou double villain, be thy 
name, 90 

I cannot tremble at it. Were it toad, or 
adder, spider, 

’Twould move me sooner. 

Clo. To thy further fear. 

Nay, to thy mere confusion, thou shalt 
know 

I am son to th' Queen. 

Gui. I’m sorry for’t; not seeming 

So worthy as thy birth. 

Clo. Art not afeard ? os 

Gui. Those that 1 reverence, those 1 fear— 
the wise: 

At fools I laugh, not fear them. 

Clo. Die the death. 

When 1 have slain thee with my proper 
hand, 

ril follow those that even now fled hence. 
And on the gates of l.ud’s Town set your 
heads. 

Yield, rustic mountaineer. 

lExcunl, fighting. 

Re-enter Belarius and Arviragus. 

Rel. No company’s abroad. 

Arv. None in the world ; you did mistake 
him, sure. 

Bel. I cannot tell; long is it since I saw' 
him, 

But time hath nothing blurt d those lines 
of favour J05 

Which thoa he wore ; the snatches in his 
voice. 

And burst of speaking, were as his. I am 
absolute 

’Twas very Cloten. 

Arv. In this place we left them. 

I wish my brother make good time with 
him, 

You say he is so fell. 

Bel. Being scarce made up, *10 

1 mean to man, he had not apprehension 
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Of roaring terrors ; for defect of judgment 
Is oft the cease of fear. 

Re-enter Guiderius with Cloten*s head. 

But, sec, thy brother. 
Gui. This Cloten was a fool, an empty 
purse; 

There was no money in’t. Not Hercules 
Could have knock'd out his brains, for he 
had none ; no 

Yet I not doing this, the fool had borne 
My head as 1 do his. 

Bel. What hast thou done ? 

Gui. I am perfect what: cut off" one 
Cloten’s head, 

Son to the Queen, after iiis own report; 
Who call’d me traitor* mountaineer, and 
swore 

With his own single hand he’d take us in. 
Displace our heads where—thank the 
gods !—they grow, 

And set them on Lud’s Towm. 

Bel. We are all undone, 

Gui. Why, worthy father, what have we 
to lose I -’5 

But that he swore to take, our lives ? The 
law 

Protects not us ; then why should we be 
tender 

To let an arrogant piece of flesh threat us, 
Play judge and executioner all himself. 

For we do fear the law ? What company 
Discover you abroad ? 

Bel. No single soul i ^ i 

Can we set eye on, but in all safe reason 
He must have some attendants. Ihoiigh 
his humour 

Was nothing but mutation—ay, and that 
From one bad thing to worse—not frenzy, 
not I.vs 

Absolute madness could so far have rav’d, 
To bring him here alone. Although perhaps 
It may be beard at court that such as we 
Cave here, hunt here, are outlaws, and in 
time 

May make some stronger head—the which 
he hearing, i n 

As it is like him, might break out and 
swear 

He’d fetch us in; yet is’t not probable 
To come alone, cither he so undcrtakiiig 
Or they so suflering. Then on good ground 
we fear, 

If we do fear this body hath a tail 145 

More perilous than the head. 

Arif. Let ordinance 

Come as the gods foresay it. How'soe’er, 
My brother hath done w'ell. 

Bel. 1 had no mind 

To hunt this day ; the boy Fidele’s sickness 
Did make my way long forth. 

Gui. With his own sw'ord, 

Which he did wave against my throat, I 
have ta’en 151 
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His head from him. Til throw*t into the 
creek 

Behind our rock, and let it to the sea 
And tell the fishes he’s the Queen’s son, 
Cloten. 

That’s all I reck. lExii. 

Be/. I fear 'twill he reveng’d. 

Would, Polydore, thou hadst not done't! 

though valour 
Becomes thee well enough. 

Would I had done’t. 
So the revenge alone pursu’d me! Poly- 
dorc, 

I love thee brotherly, but envy much 
Thou hast robb’d me of this deed. I would 
revenges, vio 

That possible strength might meet, would 
seek us through, 

And put us to our answer. 

Bel, Well, ’tis done. 

We’ll hunt no more to-day, nor seek for 
danger 

Where there’s no profit. I prithee to our 
rock. 

You and Fidele play the cooks; I’ll stay 
Till hasty Polydore return, and bring him 
To dinner presently- 

Arr. Poor sick Fidele ! 

I’ll willingly to him ; to gain his colour 
I’d let a parish of such Clotens’ blood. 

And praise myself for charity. lExfi. 

Bel, O thou goddess, tro 

Thou divine Nature, thou thyself thou 
blazon’st 

In these t>vo princely boys I They are as 
gentle 

As zephyrs blowing bclow^ the violet, 

Not wagging his sweet head ; and yet as 
rough, 

Their royal blood enchaf’d, as the rud'st 
wind 173 

That by the top doth take the mountain 
pine 

And make him stoop to th’ vale. ’Tis 
wonder 

That an invisible instinct should frame 
them 

To royalty unlearn’d, honour untaught. 
Civility not seen from other, valour iHo 
T hat wildly grows in them, but yields a 
crop 

As if it had been sow’d. Yet still it’s 
strange 

W’hat Cloten’s being here to us portends. 
Or what his death will bring us. 

Re-enter Guiderujs. 

Gui. Where’s my brother ? 

I have sent Cloten’s clotpoll down the 
stream, 1H3 

In embassy to his mother; his body’s 
hostage 

For his return. [Solemn music. 

Bel, My ingenious instrument! 
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Hark, Polydore, it sounds. But what 
occasion 

Hath Cadwal now to give it motion ? 
Hark! 

Gui, Is he at home ? 

Bel. He went hence even now. 190 

Gui. What docs he mean ? Since death 
of my dear’st mother 

It did not spccdi before. All solemn things 
Should answer solemn accidents. The 
matter ? 

Triumphs for notliing and lamenting toys 
Is jollity for apes and grief for boys. 

Is Cadwal mad ? 

Re-enter x\rviragus, with Imogen as dead, 
bearing her in his arms, 

Bel. Look, here he comes, 

And brings the dire occasion in liis arms 
Of what we blame him for ! 

Arr. The bird is dead 

That we have made so much on. I had 
rather 

Have skipp’d from sixteen years of age to 
sixty, 200 

To have turn'd my leaping time into a 
crutch, 

Than have seen this. 

Gui. O sweetest, fairest lily ! 

My brother wears thee not the one half so 
well 

As when thou grew’st thyself, 

Bel. O melancholy I 

Who ever yet could sound thy bottom ? 
find 

The 002c to show what coast thy sluggish 
crare 

Might’st easiliest harbour in ? Thou blessed 
thing! 

Jove knows what man thou mightst have 
made; but I, 

Thou diedst, a most rare boy, of melan¬ 
choly. 

How found you him ? 

Arv. Stark, as you see ; 210 

llius smiling, as some fly had tickled 
slumber. 

Not as death's dart, being laugh’d at; his 
right cheek 

Reposing on a cushion, 

Gui. Where ? 

Arv. O’ th’ floor ; 

liis arms thus leagu'd. I thought he slept, 
and put 

My clouted brogues from off my feet, whose 
rudeness 215 

Answer’d my steps too loud. 

Gui. Why, he but sleeps. 

If he be gone he'll make his grave a bed ; 
With female fairies will his tomb be 
haunted. 

And worms will not come to thee. 

Arv. With fairest flowers, 

Whilst summer lasts and 1 live here, Fidele. 
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1*11 sweeten thy sad grave. Thou shalt not 
lack 221 

The flower that*s like thy face, pale 
primrose ; nor 

The azur*d hare-bell, like thy veins; no, nor 
The leaf of eglantine, whom not to slander, 
Out-sweet'ned not thy breath. The rud¬ 
dock would, 

With charitable bill— O bill, sore shaming 
Those rich-left heirs that let their fathers 
lie 

Without a monument I—bring thee all this; 
Yea, and furr’d moss besides, when flowTs 
are none. 

To winter-ground thy corse— 

Gur. Prithee have done, 

And do not play in wench-like words with 
that 

Which is so serious. Let us bury him. 

And not protract with admiration what 
Is now due debt. To th' grave. 

Artf. Say, where shairs lay him ? 

Gui. By good Luriphile, our mother. 

Arv. Be’t so; 

And let us, Polydore, though now our 
voices 236 

Have got the mannish crack, sing him to 
th' ground, 

As once to our mother ; use like note and 
words, 

Save that Euriphile must be Fidele. 

Gui, Cadwal, ^40 

1 cannot sing. I'll weep, and word it with 
thee; 

For notes of sorrow out of tune are w^orse 
Than priests and fanes that lie. 

Art’, We’II speak it, then. 

Bel Great griefs, 1 see, mcd’ciiie the less, 
for Cloten 

Is quite forgot. He was a queen’s son, 
boys; 

And though he came our enemy, remember 
He was paid for that. Though mean and 
mighty rotting 

Together have one dust, yet reverence— 
That angel of the world—doth make 
distinction 

Of place ’tween high and low. Our foe >vas 
princely; 

And though you took his life, as being our 
foe, 

Yet bury him as a prince. 

Gui, Pray you fetch him hither. 

Thersites’ body is as good as Ajax’, 

When neither are alive. 

Arv, If you’ll go fetch him, 

We’ll say our song the whilst. Brother, 
begin. I Exit Bdarius. 

Gui, Nay, Cadwal, we must lay his head 
to th’ East; 

My father hath a reason for’t. 

Arv, ’Tis true. 

Gtii. Come on, then, and remove him. 

Arv, So. Begin. 


Song, 

Gui, Fear no more the heat o' th’ sun 

Nor the furious winter’s rages ; -’60 
Thou thy worldly task hast done, 
Home art gone, and ta'en thy 
wages. 

Golden iads and girls all must. 

As chimney-sweepers, come to dust. 
Arv, Fear no more the frown o’ th' great; 
Thou art past the tyrant's stroke. 
Care no more to clothe and eat; 

To thee the reed is as the oak. 

The sceptre, learning, physic, must 
All follow this and come to dust. 270 
Gui. Fear no more the lightning flash, 
Arv. Nor th* all-dreaded thunder-stone ; 
Gui, Fear not slander, censure rash ; 

Arv. I hou hast tinish’d joy and moan. 
Both, All lovers young, all lovers must 275 
Consign to thee and come to dust. 
Gui, No exerciser harm thee I 
Art'. Nor no witchcraft charm thee I 
Gui, Ghost unlaid forbear thee 1 
Arv. Nothing ill come near thee ! 380 

Both, Quiet consummation have, 

And renowned be thy grave! 

Ke-enter Belarius wUli the body of Cloten, 

Gui. We have done our obsequies. Come, 
lay him down. 

Bel, Here's a few flowers; but 'bout 
midnight, more. 

The herbs that have on them cold dew o’ 
th’ night 285 

Are strewings fit’st for graves. Upon their 
faces. 

You were as flow'rs, now wither’d. Even so 
These herblets shall which we upon you 
strew. 

Come on, away. Apart upon our knees. 
The ground that gave them first has them 
again. 

Their pleasures here are past, so is their 
pain, [Exeunt all hut Imogen, 

Imo, lAu'ukiwgl Yes, sir, to Milford 
Haven. Which is the way ? 

I thank you. By yond bush ? Pray, how 
far thither ? 

'Ods pittikins ! can it be six mile yet ? 

I have gone all night. Faith, I’ll lie down 
and sleep. 

But, soft! no bedfellow. O gods and god¬ 
desses I [Seeing (he body. 

These flow’rs arc like the pleasures of the 
world; 

This bloody man, the care on’t. 1 hope I 
dream; 

For so I thouglit I was a cave-keeper, 

And cook to honest creatures. But 'tls not 
so; 300 

*Twas but a bolt of nothing, shot at 
nothing, 
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Which the brain makes of fumes. Our very 
eyes 

Are sometimes, like our judgments, blind. 
Good faith, 

1 tremble still with fear ; but if there be 
Yet left in heaven as small a drop of 
pity 

As a wren’s eye, fear’d gods, a part of it! 
The dream’s here still. Even when I wake 
it is 

Without me, as within me; not imagin'd, 
felt. 

A headless man ? The garments of 
Posthumus ? 3") 

I know the shape of ’s leg ; this is his hand, 
His foot Mercurial, his Martial thigh, 

The brawns of Hercules; but his Jovial 
face— 

Murder in heaven ! How ! 'Tis gone, 
Pic-anio, 

All curses madded Hecuba gave the Greeks, 
And mine to boot, be darted on thee! 

Thou, 3^5 

Conspir’d with that irregulous devil. 
Cloten, 

Hath here cut oil* my lord. To write and 
read 

Be henceforth treacherous! Damn’d 
Pisanio 

Hath with his forged letters—damn’d 
Pisanio— itj 

From this most bravest vessel of the world 
Struck the main-top. O Posthumus 1 alas, 
Where if. thy Iiead ? Where’s that ? Ay me! 
where’s that ? 

Pisanio might have kill’d thee at the heart. 
And left this head on. How should this be ? 
Pisanio ? 

’Tis he and Cloten; malice and lucre in 
them 3-5 

Have laid this woe here. O, ’tis pregnant, 
pregnant! 

The drug he gave me, which he said was 
precious 

And cordial to me, have 1 not found it 
Murd’rous to th’ senses ? That confirms it 
home. 3 -’9 

This is Pisanio’s deed, and Cloten. O! 

Give colour to my pale cheek with thy 
blood, 

That we the horrider may seem to those 
Which chance to find us. O, my lord, my 
lord I I Falls fainting on the body. 

Enter Lucius, Captains, and a Soothsayer. 

Cap, To them the legions garrison’d in 
Gallia, 

After your will, have cross’d the sea, 
attending 335 

You here at Milford Haven; with your ships. 
They are in readiness. 

Luc. But what from Rome ? 

Cap, The Senate hath stirr’d up the 
confiners 


[Act 4 

And gentlemen of Italy, most willing 
spirits, 339 

That promise noble service; and they 
come 

Under the conduct of bold lachimo, 
Sienna’s brother. 

Luc. When expect you them ? 

Cap, With the next benefit o' th’ wind. 

Luc. This forwardness 

Makes our hopes fair. Command our pres¬ 
ent numbers 

Be muster’d ; bid the captains look to't. 

Now', sir, 345 

What have you dream'd of late of this war’s 
purpose ? 

Sooth, Last night the very gods show’d 
me a vision— 

I fast and pray’d for their intelligence— 
thus : 

I saw Jove’s bird, the Roman eagle, wing'd 
F'rom the spongy south to tJiis part of the 
west, 35" 

There vanish’d in the sunbeams ; which 
portends, 

Unless my sins abuse my divination, 
Success to th’ Roman host. 

Luc, Dream often so. 

And never false. Soft, ho ! what trunk is 
here 

Without his top ? The ruin speaks that 
sometime 35 s 

It was a worthy building. How ? a page ? 
Or dead or sleeping on him ? But dead, 
rather; 

For nature doth abhor to make his bed 
With the defunct, or sleep upon the dead. 
Let’s see the boy’s face. 

Cap, Fle’s alive, my lord. 

Luc, He’ll then instruct us of this body. 
Young one. 

Inform us of thy fortunes ; for it seems 
Jiiey crave to be demanded. Who is this 
Thou mak’st thy bloody pillow ? Or who 
was he 

That, otherwise than noble nature did, 3^5 
Hath alter’d that good picture ? What's 
thy interest 

In this sad wreck ? How came't ? Who 
is’t ? What art thou ? 

Jmo, I am nothing ; or if not, 

Nothing to be were better. Ibis was my 
master, 

A very valiant Briton and a good, 370 
That here by mountaineers lies slain. Alas 1 
There is no more such masters. I may 
wander 

From east to Occident; cry out for service ; 
Try many, all good ; serve truly ; never 
Find such another master. 

Luc, ’Lack, good youth ! 375 

Thou mov’st no less with thy complaining 
than 

Thy master in bleeding. Say his name, 
good friend. 
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Scene 2 ] 


Imo. Richard du Champ. [Aside] If I do 
lie, and do v,s 

No harm by it, though the gods hear, I hope 
They’ll pardon it.—Say you, sir ? 

Luc. Thy name ? 

Into. Fidele, sir. 

Luc. Thou dost approve thyself the very 
same; 

Thy name well fits thy faith, thy faith thy 
name. 

Wilt take thy chance with me ? 1 will not 

say 

Thou Shalt be so well master’d ; but, be 
sure, 

No less bclov'd. The Roman Emperor’s 
letters, 

Sent by a consul to me, should not sooner 
Ihan thine own worth prefer thee. Go 
with me. 

Inw . I’ll follow, sir. But first, an’t please 
the gods, t > • 

I’ll hide iny master from the flics, as de.'p 
As these poor pickaxes can dig ; and when 
With wild wood-leaves and w'ceds I ha’ 
strew’d his grave, 

And on it said a century of prayers. 

Such as I can, twice o’er, I’ll weep and 
sigh; 

And leaving so his service, follow you, 5')<> 
So please you entertain me. 

Lite. Ay, good youth ; 

And rather father thee than master thee. 
My friends, 

The boy hath taught us manly duties ; let 
us 

Find out the prettiest daisied plot we can, 
And make him with our pikes and partisans 
A grave. Come, arm him. Boy, he is 
preferr’d 

By thee to us ; and he shall be interr’d 
As soldiers can. Be cheerful; wipe thine 
eyes. 4"5 

Some falls are means the happier to arise. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene III. Britain. Cymbeline's palace. 

Enter Cymbeline, Lords, Pisanio, and 
Attendants. 

Cym. Again! and bring me word how 
’tk> with her. [Exit an Attendant. 
A fever with the absence of her son ; 

A madness, of which her life’s in danger. 
Heavens, 

How deeply you at once do touch me ! 
Imogen, 

The great part of my comfort, gone ; my 
queen 5 

Upon a desperate bed, and in a time 
When fearful wars point at me; her son 
gone, 

So needful for this present. It strikes me 
past 

The hope of comfort. But for thee, fellow, 


Who needs must know of her departure 
and 10 

Dost seem so ignorant, wc’ll enforce it from 
thee 

By a sharp torture. 

Pis. Sir, my life is yours ; 

I humbly set it at your will; but for my 
mistress, 

I nothing know where she remains, why 
gone, 

Nor wdien she purposes return. Beseech 
your Highness, 15 

Hold me your loyal servant. 

Lord. Good my liege. 

The day that she was missing he w^as here. 
1 dare be bound he’s true and shall per¬ 
form 

All parts of his subjection loyally. F'or 
CJoten, I» 

There wants no diligence in seeking him, 
And will no doubt be found. 

CyuE The time is troublesome. 

(To Pisauio] We’ll slip you for a season ; 

but our jealousy 
Does yet depend. 

Lord. So please your Majesty, 

7 he Roman legions, all from Gallia drawn, 
Are landed on your coast, w'ith a supply -s 
Of Roman gentlemen by the Senate sent. 

Cym. Now’ for the counsel of my son and 
queen! 

I am amaz’d with matter. 

Lord. Good my liege, 

Your preparation can affront no less 
Than what you hear of. Come more, for 
more you’re ready. 30 

The want is but to put those pow’rs in 
motion 

That long to move. 

Cym. 1 thank you. Let's withdraw, 
And meet the time as it seeks us. We fear 
not 

What can from Italy annoy us ; but 
We grieve at chances here. Away ! :^5 

lExewnl all but Pisanio. 

Pis. I heard no letter from my master 
since 

1 wrote him Imogen was slain. 'Tis strange. 
Nor hear I from my mistress, who did 
promise 

To yield me often tidings. Neither know I 
What is betid to Cloten, but remain 40 
Perplex’d in all. The heavens still must 
work. 

Wherein I am false I am honest; not true, 
to be true. 

These present wars shall find I love my 
country, 

Even to the note o' th’ King, or I'll fall in 
them. 

All other doubts, by time let them be 
clear’d: 45 

Fortune brings in some boats that are not 
sttHir’d. [ExiL 
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Scene IV. Wales* Before the cave of 
Belarius, 

Enter Belarius, Guiokrius, and 
Arviragus. 

GuL The noise is round about us. 

Bel, Let us from it. 

Art>, What pleasure, sir, find we in life, 
to lock it 

From action and adventure ? 

Gut, Nay, what hope 

Have we in hiding us ? This way the 
Romans 

Must or for Britons slay us, or receive us 5 
For barbarous and unnatural revolts 
During their use, and slay us after. 

Bel, Sons, 

We'll higher to the mountains; there 
secure us. 

To the King’s party there’s no going. 
Newness 

Of Cloten’s death—^vc being not known, 
not muster'd 

Among the bands—may drive us to a 
render 

WTicre we have liv’d, and so extort from’s 
that 

Which we have done, whose answer would 
be death, 

Drawn on with torture. 

Gui. This is, sir, a doubt 

In such a time nothing becoming you 15 
Nor satisfying us. 

Arv, It is not likely 

That when they hear the Roman horses 
neigh, 

Behold their quarter’d fires, have both 
their eyes 

And ears so cloy'd importantly as now, 
That they will waste their time upon our 
note, 2- > 

To know’ from whence we are. 

Bel, O, 1 am known 

Of many in the army. Many years. 
Though Clotcn then but young, you see, 
not wore him 

From my remembrance. And, besides, the 
King 

Hath not deserv’d my service nor your 
loves, 

Who find in my exile the want of breeding. 
The certainty of this hard life ; aye hope¬ 
less 

To have the courtesy your cradle promis’d. 
But to be still hot summer’s tanlings and 
The shrinking slaves of winter. 

Gui, Than be so, 30 

Better to cease to be. Pray, sir, to th* 
army. 

I and my brother are not known ; yourself 
So out of thought, and thereto so o’ergrown. 
Cannot be question'd. 

Arv, By this sun that shines, 
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I’ll thither. What thing is’t that I never m 
D id sec man die 1 scarce ever look’d on 
blood 

But that of coward hares, hot goats, and 
venison! 

Never bestrid a horse, save one that had 
A rider like myself, who ne’er w'ore row^el 
Nor iron on his heel! I am asham’d 40 
To look upon tne holy sun, to have 
The benefit of his blest beams, remaining 
So long a poor unknown. 

GuL By heavens, I’ll go ! 

If you will bless me, sir, and give me leave. 
I’ll take the better care; but if you will 
not, 1 s 

The hazard therefore due fall on me by 
The hands of Romans ! 

Art'. So say I. Amen. 

Bel . No reason 1 , since of your lives you 
set 

So slight a valuation, should reserve 
My crack’d one to more care. Have witli 
you, boys! 

If in your country wars you chance to die. 
That is my bed too, lads, and tliere I’ll lie. 
Lead, lead. (Aside] The time seems long; 

their blood thinks scorn 
Till it fly out and show them princes born. 

I Exeunt, 

ACT FIVE 

Scene I. Britain. The Roman camp. 

Enter Posthumus alone, with a bloody 
handkerchief. 

Post. Yea, bloody cloth, I’ll keep thee ; 
for 1 wish’d 

Thou should St be colour’d thus. You 
married ones. 

If each of you should take this course, how 
many 

Must murder wives much better than them¬ 
selves 

For WTying but a little ! O Pisanio ! 5 

Every good servant does not all commands; 
No bond but to do just ones. Gods ! if you 
Should have ta’en vengeance on my faults, 
1 never 

Had liv’d to put on this; so had you saved 
The noble Imogen to repent, and struck 10 
Me, wretch more worth your vengeance. 
But alack, 

You snatch some hence for little faults; 
that’s love. 

To have them fall no more. You some 
permit 

To second ills with ills, each elder worse. 
And make them dread it, to the doers' 
thrift. 15 

But Imogen is your own. Do your best 
wills, 

And make me blest to obey. I am brought 
hither 

Among th' Italian gentry, and to fight 
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Scene 1] 

Against my lady's kingdom. 'Tis enough 
That, Britain, I have kill'd thy mistress; 

peace 1 20 

ril give no wound to thee. Therefore, good 
heavens. 

Hear patiently my purpose. I’ll disrobe me 
Of these Italian weeds, and suit myself 
As does a Britain peasant. So I’ll fight 
Against the part I come with ; so I’ll die 25 
For thee, O Imogen, even for whom my life 
Is every breath a death. And thus un¬ 
known, 

Pitied nor hated, to the face of peril 
Myself ril dedicate. Let me make men 
know 

More valour in me than my habits show. 30 
Gods, put the strength o’ th’ Lconati in me! 
To shame the guise o* th* world, I will begin 
llie fashion—less without and more 
within. [Lxil. 

ScFNE 11. Britain. A field of battle between 
the British and Roman catnps. 

Enter Lucius, Iachimo, and the Roman 
Army at one door, and the Britain Army 
at another, Lfonatus Posthumus follow¬ 
ing like a poor soldier. They march over 
and go out Alarums. Then enter afiuin, 
in skirmish, Iachimo and Posthumus. 
He vanquisheth atid disarnieih Iachimo, 
ttvid then leaves him. 

lach. The heaviness and guilt within my 
Iwsom 

Takes off my manhood. 1 have belied a 
lady. 

The Princess of this country, and the air 
on’t 

Revcngingly enfeebles me; or could this 
carl, 4 

A very drudge of nature’s, have subdu’d me 
In my profession ? Knighthoods and 
honours borne 

As I wear mine are titles but of scorn. 

If that thy gentry, Britain, go before 
This lout as he exceeds our lords, the odds 
Is that we scarce are men, and you arc 
gods. [ExU. 

The battle continues; the Britons fly ; Cym- 
BELINE is taken. Then enter to his rescue 
Bklarius, Guideuius, and Arviragus. 

Bel. Stand, stand! We have th’ ad¬ 
vantage of the ground ; n 

The lane is guarded ; nothing routs us but 
The villainy of our fears. 

Gui. and Arv, Stand, stand, and fight I 

Re-enter Posthumus, and seconds the 
Britons; they rescue Cymheline, and 
exeunt. Then re-enter Lucius and 
Iachimo, with Imogen. 

Ltic. Away, boy, from the troops, and 
save thyself; 


For friends kill friends, and the disorder's 
such 15 

As war were hoodwink’d. 

lach. 'Tis their fresh supplies. 

Luc. It is a day turn'd strangely. Or 
betimes 

Let’s reinforce or fly. {Exeunt. 

Scene HI. Another part of the field. 

Enter Posthumus and a Britain Lord. 

Lord. Cam’st thou from where they made 
the stand ? 

Post. I did: 

Thoiigh you, it seems, come from the fliers. 

Lord. I did. 

Post. No blame be to you, sir, for all was 
lost, 

But that the heavens fought. The King 
himself 

Of his wings destitute, the army broken, 5 
And but the backs of Britons seen, all 
flying, 

Through a strait lane—the enemy full- 
hearted, 

Lolling the tongue with slaught’ring, hav¬ 
ing work 

More plentiful than tools to do’t, struck 
down 

Some mortally, some slightly touch’d, some 
falling 10 

Merely through fear, that the strait path 
was damm’d 

With deau men huit behind, and cowards 
living 

To die with length'ned shame. 

Lord. W'herc v/as this lane ? 

Post. Close by the battle, ditch’d, and 
wall’d with turf, 

Which gave advantage to an ancient 
soldier— 15 

An honest one, 1 warrant, who deserv’d 
So long a breeding as his while beard came 
to. 

In doing this for’s country. Athwart ti\2 
lane 

He, with two striplings—lads more like to 
run 

The country base than to commit such 
slaughter; 20 

With faces fit for masks, or rather fairer 
Than those for preservation cas’d or 
shame— 

Made good the passage, cried to those that 
fled 

‘ Our Britain’s harts die flying, not our 
men. 

To darkness fleet souls that fly backwards ! 

Stand; 25 

Or w'c are Romans and will give you that. 
Like beasts, which you shun beastly, and 
may save 

But to look back in frown. Stand, stand I * 
These three. 
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7 hree thousand confident, in act as many— 
For three performers are the file when all 30 
The rest do nothing—with this word 
‘ Stand, stand ! ' 

Accommodated by the place, more charm¬ 
ing 

With their own nobleness, which could 
have turn'd 

A distaff to a lance, gilded pale looks, 

Part shame, part spirit renew’d ; that some 
turn'd coward 35 

But by example—O, a sin in war 
Damn'd in the first beginners !—gan to 
look 

The way that they did and to grin like 
lions 

Upon the pikes o’ th’ hunters. Then began 
A stop i’ th’ chaser, a retire ; anon 4<> 
A rout, confusion thick. Forthwith they 

fly, 

Chickens, the way which they stoop’d 
eagles ; slaves. 

The strides they victors made ; and now 
our cowards, 

Like fragments in hard voyages, became 
The life o’ th' need. Having found the 
back-door open 4 s 

Of the unguarded hearts, heavens, how 
they wound ! 

Some slain before, some dying, some their 
friends 

O'erborne i’ th’ former wave. Ten chas'd 
b>’ one 

Are now each one the slaughterman of 
tw'cnty. 

Those that would die or ere resist arc 
grown 

The mortal bugs o’ th’ field. 

Lord. This was strange chance : 

A narrow lane, an old man, and two boys. 

Post. Nay, do not wonder at it ,* you are 
made 5^ 

Rather to wonder at the things you hear 
Than to work any. Will you rhyme iipon’t. 
And vent it for a mock’ry ? Here is one : 

‘ Two boys, an old man (twice a boy), a 
lane. 

Preserv’d the Britons, was the Romans’ 
bane ’. 

Lord. Nay, be not angry, sir. 

Post. 'Lack, to what end ? 

Who dares not stand his foe I’ll be his 
friend; 

For if he'll do as he is made to do, 

1 know he’ll quickly fly my friendship too. 
You have put me into rhyme. 

Lord. Farewell; you're angry. 

IHxff. 

Post. Still going ? This is a lord ! O 
noble misery. 

To be i’ th’ field and ask ’ What news ? ’ of 
me I ^'5 

To-day how many would have given their 
honours 


[Act 5 

To have sav'd their carcasses I took heel 
to do’t. 

And yet died too I I, in mine own woe 
charm'd, 

Could not find death where 1 did hear him 
groan. 

Nor feel him where he struck. Being an 
ugly monster, 

'Tis strange he hides him in fresh cups, soft 
beds. 

Sweet words; or hath moe ministers than 
we 

That draw his knives i* th’ war. Well, I 
will find him ; 

For being now a favourer to the Briton, 
No more a Briton, I have resum’d again 
The part I came in. Fight I will no more. 
But yield me to the veriest hind that shall 
Once touch my shoulder. Groat the 
slaughter is 

Here made by th' Roman; great the 
answer be 

Britons must take. For me, my ransom’s 
death; 80 

On cither side I come to spend my breath, 
Which neither here I'll keep nor bear 
again, 

But end it by some means for Imogen. 

Enter two British Captains and Soldiers. 

1 Cap. Great Jupiter be prais’d ! I-ucius 

is taken. 

'Tis thought the old man and his sons were 
angels. ss 

2 Cap. There was a fourth man, in a silly 

habit. 

That gave th’ affront with them. 

J Cap. So ’tis reported ; 

But none of ’em can be found. Stand I 
who’s there 7 
Post. A Roman, 

Who had not now been drooping here if 
seconds >0 

Had answer’d him. 

2 Cap. Lay hands on him ; a dog ! 
A leg of Rome shall not return to tell 
What crows have peck'd them here. He 
brags his service. 

As if he were of note. Bring him to th’ 
King. 

Enter Cymf^elink, Belarius, Guideries, 
Arviragus, Pisanio, and Roman Cap¬ 
tives. The Captains present Posthumus 
to Cymbelinef who delivers him over to a 
Gaoler. Exeunt omnes. 

Scene IV. Britain. A prison. 

Enter Posthumus and two Gaolers. 

1 Gaol. You shall not now be stol'n, you 
have locks upon you ; 

So graze as you find pasture* 
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Scene 4] 

2 Gaol, Ay, or a stomach. 

[Exeunt Gaolers, 
Post, Most welcome, bondage! for thou 
art a way, 

I think, to liberty. Yet am I better 
Than one that's sick o’ th' gout, since he 
had rather 5 

Groan so in perpetuity than be cur’d 
By th' sure physician death, who is the key 
T' unbar these locks. My conscience, thou 
art fetter'd 

More than my shanks and wrists ; you good 
gods, give me o 

The penitent instrument to pick that bolt. 
Then, free for ever! Is't enough I am 
sorry ? 

So children temporal fathers do appease; 
Gods are more full of mercy. Must I 
repent, 

1 cannot do it better than in gyves, ^ t 
Desir’d more than constrain'd. To satisfy. 
If of my freedom ’tis the main part, take 
No stricter render of me than my all. 

I know you are more clement than vile 
men, is 

Who of their broken debtors take a third, 
A sixth, a tenth, letting them thrive again 
On their abatement; that’s not my desire. 
For Imogen’s dear life take mine; and 
though 

'Tis not so dear, yet ’tis a life ; you coin’d 
it. 

’Tween man and man they weigh not every 
stamp; 

Though light, take pieces for the figure’s 
sake; 

You rather mine, being yours. And so, 
great pow’rs, 

If you will take this audit, take this life. 
And cancel these cold bonds. O Imogen! 
ril speak to thee in silence. [Sleeps. 

Solemn Music. Enter, as in an apparition, 
SiciLius Lkonatus, father to Posthumus, 
an old man attired like a warrior ; leading, 
in his hand an ancient matron, his Wife, 
and mother to Posthumus, ivith music 
before them. Then, after other music, 
follows the two young Leonati, brothers 
to Posthuynus, with wounds, as they died 
in the wars. They circle Posthumus round 
as he lies sleep mg. 

Ski. No more, thou thunder-master, 
show 3“ 

Thy spite on mortal flies. 

With Mars fall out, with Juno chide, 

That thy adulteries 

Rates and revenges. 

Hath my poor boy done aught but well, 35 
Whose face I never saw ? 

1 died whilst in the w'omb he stay’d 
Attending nature's law; 

Whose father then, as men report 

Thou orphans' father art, 40 


Thou should St have been, and shielded him 
From this earth-vcxlng smart. 

Mother. Lucina lent not me her aid. 

But took me in my throes. 

That from me was Posthiimiis ripp’d, 45 
Came crying 'mongst his foes, 

A thing of pity. 

Sici. Great Nature like his ancestry 
Moulded the stuff so fair 
That he deserv’d the praise o’ th’ world 50 
As great Sicilius’ heir. 

1 Bro. When once he was mature for man. 
In Britain where was he 

That could stand up his parallel, 

Or fruitful object be 55 

In eye of Imogen, that best 
Could deem his dignity ? 

Mother. With marriage wherefore was he 
mock’d, 

To be exil’d and thrown 
From Leonati seat and cast 60 

From her his dearest one. 

Sweet Imogen ? 

Sici. Why did you suffer lachimo, 

Slight thing of Italy, 

To taint his nobler heart and brain 05 
With needless jealousy, 

And to become the geeck and scorn 
O’ th’ other's villainy ? 

2 Bro. For this from stiller scats we came, 

Our parents and us twain, 70 

That, striking in our country’s cause, 
i^'ll bravely and were slain. 

Our fealty and Tcaantius’ right 
With honour to maintain. 

1 Bro. Like hardiment Posthumus hath 
To C^’mbelinc perform’d. 

Then, Jupiter, thou king of gods. 

Why hast thou thus adjourn’d 
The graces for his merits due, 

Being all to dolours turn'd ? So 

Ski. Thy crystal window ope ; look out; 
No longer exercise 
Upon a valiant race thy harsh 
And potent injuries. 

Mother. Since, Jupiter, our son is good, 
Take off his miseries. so 

Sici. Peep through thy marble mansion. 
Help I 

Or wc poor ghosts will cry 
To th’ shining synod of the rest 

Against thy deity. 90 

Brothers. Help, Jupiter I or we appeal. 
And from thy justice fly. 

Jupiter descends in thunder and lightning, 
sitting upon an eagle. He throws a 

ihunderboU. The Ghosts fall on their 

knees. 
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Jup, No more, you petty spirits of region 
low, 

Offend our hearing ; hush I How dare you 
ghosts 

Accuse the 'I hundcrcr whose bolt, you know. 
Sky-planted, batters all rebelling coasts ? 
Poor shadows of Elysium, hence, and rest 
Upon your never-withering banks of 
flow'rs. 

Be not with mortal accidents opprest: 09 

No care of yourc it is; you know 'tis 
ours. 

Whom best I love I cross; to make my 
gift* 

Tlie more delay 'd, delighted. Be content; 
Your low-laid son our godhead will uplift; 
His comforts thrive, his trials well arc 
spent. ro4 

Our Jovial star reign'd at his birth, and in 
Our temple was he married. Rise, and fade! 
He shall be lord of Lady Imogen, 

And happier much by his affliction made. 
Tiiis tablet lay upon his breast, wherein 
Our pleasure his full fortune doth coniine; 
And so, away ; no farther with your din 
Express impatience, lest you stir up mine. 
Mount, eagle, to my paUice crystalline. 

[Ascends. 

Sice. He came in thunder ; his celestial 
breath im 

Was sulphurous to smell; the holy eagle 
Stoop'd, as to foot us. His ascension is 
More sweet than our blest fields. His royal 
bird 

Prunes the immortal wing, and cloys his 
beak, 

As when his god is pleas’d. 

All, Thanks, Jupiter! 

Seci. The marble pavement closes, he is 
enter’d 12 

His radiant roof. Away! and, to be blest, 
Let us with care perform his great behest. 

[G/iosfs vanish. 

Post, [Wflkingl Sleep, thou hast been a 
grandsire and begot 

A father to me ; and thou hast created 
A mother and two brothers. But, O scorn, 
Cone I They went hence so soon as they 
w^erc born. 

And so I am awake. Poor wretches, that 
depend 

On greatness' favour, dream as I have 
done; 

Wake and find nothing. But, alas, T swerve; 
Many dream not to find, neither deserve, 
And yet are steep'd in favours ; so am I, 
That have this golden chance, and know 
not why. m 

What fairies haunt this ground ? A book ? 
O rare one I 

Be not, as is our fangled world, a garment 
Nobler than that it covers. Let thy effects 
So follow to be most unlike our courtiers. 
As good as promise. 137 
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[Reads]' When as a lion's whelp shall, to 
himself unknown, without seeking find, and 
be embrac'd by a piece of tender air ; and 
when from a stately cedar shall be lopp'd 
branches which, being dead many years, 
sliali after re\’ive, be jointed to the old 
stock, and freshly grow; then shall 
Posthumus end his miseries, Britain be 
fortunate and flourish in peace and plenty.* 

'Tis stir a dream, or else such stuff as 
madmen 

Tongue, and brain not; cither both or 
nothing, r.;* 

Or senseless speaking, or a speaking such 
As sense cannot untie. Be what it is, 

The action of my life is like it, which 
ril keep, if but for sympathy. 

Re-enter Gaoler. 

Gaol. Come, sir, arc you ready for death ? 
Post. Over-roasted rather; ready long 
ago. 151 

Gaol, Hanging is the word, sir; if you 
be ready for that, you are w.‘U cook’d. 

Post, So, if 1 prove a good repast to the 
spectators, the dish pays the shot. 155 
Gaol. A heavy reckoning for you, sir. 
But the comfort is, you shall be called to 
no more payments, fear no more tavern 
bills, which arj often tlie sadness of parting, 
as the procuring of mirth. You come in 
faint for want of meat, depart reeling with 
too much drink ; sorry that you have paid 
too much, and sorry that you are paid too 
much ; purse and brain both empty ; the 
brain the heavier for being too I g it, the 
purse too light, being drawn of heaviness. 
O, of this contradiction you shall now be 
quit. O, the charity of a penny cord I It 
sums up thousands in a trice. You have no 
true debitor and creditor but it; of what’s 
past, is, and to come, the discharge. Your 
neck, sir, is pen, book, and counters; so 
the acqu ttance follows. 

Post. 1 am merrier to die than thou art 
to live. 170 

Gaol, Indeed, sir, he that sleeps feels not 
the toothache. But a man that were to 
sleep your sleep, and a hangman to help 
him to bed, I think he would change places 
with his officer; for look you, sir, you 
know not which way you shall go. 17.s 
Post, Yes indeed do I, fellow. 

Gaol. Your death has eyes in's head, 
then ; 1 have not seen him so pictur'd. You 
must either be directed by some that take 
upon them to know, or to take upon your.scU 
that which I am sure you do not know, or 
jump the after-inquiry on your own peril. 
And how you shall speed in your journey's 
end, I think you’ll never return to tell one. 

Post, I tell thee, fellow, there are none 
want eyes to direct them the way I am 



Scene 4] 

going, but such as wink and will not use 
them. ISO 

Gaol What an infinite mock is this, that 
a man should have the best use of eyes to 
see the way of blindness! 1 am sure 

hanging’s the way of winking. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Knock od’ his manacles ; bring 
your prisoner to the King. loi 

PosL Thou bring’st good news : I am 
call’d to be made free. 

Gaol I’ll be hang'd, then. 

Posl Thou Shalt be then freer than a 
gaoler; no bolts for the dead. i/* 

[Exeunt Posthumus and Messenger. 
Gaol Unless a man would marry a 
gallows and beget young gibbets, 1 never 
saw one so prone. Yet, on my conscience, 
there are verier knaves desire to live, for all 
he be a Roman ; and there be some of 
them too that die against tlielr wills; so 
should I, if 1 were one. I would we were 
all of one mind, and one mind good. O, 
there were desolation of gaolers and gal¬ 
lowses ! I speak against my present profit, 
but my wnsh hath a preferment in't. [Exit. 

SccNK V. Briiain. CynTheline^s imt 

Enter Cymbhline, Bexarius, Guide:rii;s, 
Arviragus, Pisanio, Lords, Officers, and 
Attendants. 

Cvm. Stand by ny side, you whom the 
gods have made 

Preservers of my throne. Woe is my 
heart 

Thai the poor soldier that so richly fought. 
Whose rags sham’d gilded arms, whose 
naked breast 

Stepp’d before targes of proof, cannot be 
found. 5 

He shall be happy that can find him, if 
Our grace can make him so. 

Bel 1 never saw 

Such noble fury in so poor a thing; 

Such precious deeds in one that promis’d 
nought 

But beggary and poor looks. 

Cym, No tidings of him ? io 

Pis. He hath been search’d among the 
dead and living, 

But no trace of him. 

Cyrw. To my grief, I am 

The heir of his reward; [To Belarius, 
Guiderius and Art'iragusJ which 1 will add 
To you, the liver, heart, and brain, of 
Britain, 

By whom 1 grant she lives. 'Tis now tlie 
time 15 

To ask of whence you are. Report it. 

Bel Sir, 

In Cambria are we born, and gentlemen; 
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Further to boast were neither true nor 
modest, i8 

Unless I add we are honest. 

Cvwt. Bow your knees. 

Arise my knights o’ th' battle ; I create you 
Companions to our jx^rson, and will fit you 
With dignities becoming your estates. 

Enter Cornelius and Ladies. 

rhere’s business in these faces. Why so 
sadly 

Greet you our victory ? You look like 
Romans, 

And not o' th’ court of Britain. 

Cor. Hail, great King ! z5 

To sour your happiness 1 must report 
The Queen is dead. 

C3»n?. Who worse than a physician 

W'ould this report become ? But I consider 
By med’eine life may be prolong’d, vet 
death 

Will seize the doctor too. How ended she ? 

Cor. With horror, madly dying, like her 
life; 31 

Which, being cruel to the world, concluded 
Most cruel to herself. VV’hat she confess’d 
I wiU report, so please you ; these her 
women 

Can trip me if 1 err, w'ho with wet checks 35 
Were present when she finish’d. 

Cyui. Prithee say. 

Cor. First, she confess’d she never lov’d 
you; only 

Affected greatness got by you, not you ; 
Married your royalty, was wife to your 
place; 

Abhorr'd your person. 

Cym. She alone knew this ; 40 

And but she spoke it dying, 1 would not 
Believe her lips in opening it. Proceed. 

Cor. Your daughter, whom she bore in 
hand to love 

With such integrity, she did confess 44 
Was as a scorpion to her sight; whose life, 
But that her flight prevented it, she had 
Ta’cn otf by poison. 

Cym. O most delicate fiend 1 

Who is't can read a woman ? Is there 
more ? 

Cor. More, sir, and worse. She did con¬ 
fess she had 

For you a mortal mineral, which, being 
took, 50 

Should by the minute feed on life, and, 
dng'ring, 

By inches waste you. In which time she 
purpos’d. 

By watching, weeping, tendance, kissing, to 
O’crconic you with her show ; and in time, 
When she had fitted you with her craft, to 
work 55 

Her son into th’ adoption of the crown ; 
But failing of her end by iiis strange 
absence. 
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Grew shameless-desperate, open’d, in de¬ 
spite 

Of heaven and men, her purposes, re¬ 
pented 

The evils she hatch’d were not effected ; so. 
Despairing, died. 

Cyyn. Heard you aM this, her women ? 
Lady, We did, so please your Highness. 
Cym. Mine eyes 

Were not in fault, for she was beautiful; 
Mine ears, that heard ht r flattery ; nor my 
heart. 

That thought her like her seeming. It had 
been vicious 05 

To have mistrusted her; yet, O my 
daughter! 

That it was folly in me thou mayst say. 
And prove it in thy feeling. Heaven mend 
all! 

Enter Lucius, Iachimo, ike Soothsayer, and 
other Roman Prisoners, guarded ; Pos¬ 
thumus behind, and Imogen. 

Thou com’st not, Cains, now for tribute; 
that 

The Britons have raz’d out, though with 
the loss r<* 

Of many a bold one, whose kinsmen have 
made suit 

That their good souls may be appeas’d 
with slaughter 

Of you their captives, which ourself ha\ e 
granted ; 

So think of your estate. 

Luc. Consider, sir, the chance of war. The 
day 7s 

Was yours by accident; had it gone with 
us> 

We should not, when the blood was cool, 
have threaten'd 

Our prisoners with the sword. But since the 
gods 

Will have it thus, that nothing but our lives 
May be call’d ransom, let it come. Sufficeth 
A Roman with a Roman’s heart can suffer. 
Augustus lives to think on’t; and so much 
For my peculiar care. This one thing only 
I will entreat: my boy, a Briton born. 
Let him be ransom’d. Never master had H 
A page so kind, so duteous, diligent, 

So tender over his occasions, true, 

So feat, so nurse-like ; let his virtue join 
With my request, which I'll make bold 
your Highness 

Cannot deny; he hath done no Briton 
harm 9 f> 

Though he have serv’d a Roman. Save 
him, sir, 

And spare no blood beside. 

C>’tn. I have surely seen him ; 

His favour is familiar to me. Boy, 

Thou hast look’d thyself into my grace. 
And art mine own. I know not why, 
wherefore 95 
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To say * Live, boy *. Ne’er thank thy 
master. Live; 

And ask of Cymbelinc what boon thou wilt. 
Fitting my bounty and thy state. I'll give 
it; 

Yea, though thou do demand a prisoner, 
The noblest ta’en. 

I mo. I humbly thank your Highness. 

Luc. I do not bid thee beg my life, good 
lad, lot 

And yet I know' thou wilt. 

Into. No, no ! Alack, 

There's other work in hand. I see a 
thing 

Bitter to me as death ; your life, good 
master. 

Must shuffle for itself. 

Lmc. 'i’he boy disdains me, 105 

He leaves me, scoriis me. Briefly die their 
joys 

That place them on the truth of girls and 
boys. 

Why stands he so perplex’d ? 

Cym. What woiildst thou, boy ? 

1 love thee more and more ; think more 
and more 

What’s best to ask. Know’st him thou 
look’st on ? Speak, no 

Wilt have him live ? Is he thy kin ? thy 
fr end ? 

Into. He is a Roman, no more kin to me 
Than 1 to your Highness; who, being bjra 
your vassal, 

Am something nearer. 

Cym. Wherefore ey’st him so ? 

Inio. I’ll tell you, sir, in private, if you 
please 115 

To giv'e me hearing. 

Cym. Ay, with all my heart. 

And lend my best attention. What's thy 
name ? 

I mo. Fideic, sir. 

Cyyn. Thi.u’rt my good youth, niy page; 
I’ll be thy master. Walk with me ; speak 
freely. no 

ICyyyiheline atid Imogen converse apart. 

Bel. Is not this boy reviv’d from death ? 

Arv. One sand another 

Not more resembles—that sw^eet rosy lad 
Who died, and was Fidele. What think 
you ? 

Gui. The same dead thing alive. 

Bel. Peace, peace ! see further. He eyes 
us not; forbear. 

Creatures may be alike; were’t he, I am 
sure 1 .-5 

He would have spoke to us. 

Gui. But we saw him dead. 

Bel. Be silent; let’s see further. 

Pis. [Aside] It is my mistress. 

Since she is living, let the time run on 
To good or bad, 

[Cymbelinc and Imogen advance. 

Cyyn. Come, stand thou by our side; 129 
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Make thy demand aloud. [To lachimo] Sir, 
step you forth; 

Give answer to this boy, and do it freely. 
Or, by our greatness and the grace of it, 
Which is our honour, bitter torture shall 
Winnow the truth from falsehood. On, 
speak to him. 

Into, My boon is that tliis gentleman may 
render 13.S 

Of whom he had this ring. 

Post. [Aside] W'hat’s that to him ? 

C>m. That diamond upon your finger, 
say 

How came it yours ? 

lacli. Thou’lt torture me to leave un¬ 
spoken that 

Which to be spoke w’ould torture thee. 
Cym. How ? me ? 14 

lack. I am glad to be constrain'd to utter 
that 

Wtdeh torments me to conceal. By villainy 
1 got this ring ; 'twas Leonatus' jewel, 
Whom thou didst banish ; and—which 
more may grieve thee, 

As it doth me - a nobler sir ne’er liv’d m-> 
'1 wixt sky and ground. Wilt thou hear 
more, my lord ? 

Cym. All that belongs to this. 
lach. That pi^ragon, thy daughter. 
For whom my heart drops blood and my 
false spirits 

Quail to remember—Give me leave, 1 faint. 
Cym. My daughter ? What of her ? Re¬ 
new thy strength ; 1=^' 

1 had rather thou shouldst live while nature 
will 

Than die ere I hear more. Strive, man, ami 
speak. 

lach. Upon a time—unhappy was the 
clock 

That struck the hour I—it w’as in Rome— 
accurs’d 

The mansion where !—'twas at a feast— 
O, would 

Our viands had been poison'd, or at least 
Those which 1 heav'd to head !—the good 
Posthumus— 

What should I say ? he was too good to be 
Where ill men were, and was the best of all 
Amongst the rar'st of good ones—silting 
sadly, 10*' 

Hearing us praise our loves of Italy 
For beauty that made barren the swell'd 
boast 

Of him that best could speak ; for feature, 
laming 

The shrine of Venus or straight-pight 
Minerva, 

Postures beyond brief nature; for con-; 

dition, i<‘ 5 : 

A shop of all the qualities that man 
Loves woman for; besides that hook of 
wiving, 

Fairness which strikes the eye— 


Cym. 

Come to the matter. 

lach. All too soon I shall, 

Unless thou wouldst grieve quickly. This 
Posthum us, 170 

Most like a noble lord in love and one 
That had a royal lover, took his hint; 

And not dispraising whom w'e prais’d— 
therein 

He was as calm as virtue—he began 
Ilis mistress’ picture ; which by liis tongue 
being made, 175 

And then a mind put in't, either our brags 
Were crack'd of kitchen trulls, or his 
description 

Prov’d us unspeaking sots. 

Cvm. Nay, nay, to th* purpose. 

lach. Your daughter's chastity—there it 
begins. 

He spake of her as Dian had hot dreams i s<> 
And she alone w^ere cold ; whereat I, 
wretch. 

Made scruple of his praise, and wager'd 
with him 

Pieces of gold 'gainst this which then he 
wore 

Upon his honour’d finger, to attain 1S4 
In suit the place of's bed, and win this ring 
By hers and mine adultery. He, true 
knight, 

No lesser of her honour confident 
Than I did truly find her, stakes this ring ; 
And would so, had it been a carbuncle 
Of PlKebus’ wheel; and might so safely, 
had it r<>o 

Been all the w'orth of's car. Away to 
Britain 

Post I in this design. Well may you, sir, 
Remember me at court, where 1 was taught 
Of your chaste daughter the wide diflercnce 
'Twixt amorous and villainous. Being thus 
quench'd 105 

Of hope, not longing, mine Italian brain 
Gan in your duller Britain operate 
Most vilely ,* for my vantage, excellent: 
And, to be brief, my practice so prevail’d 
That I return’d with simular proof enough 
I'o make the nol.>le Leonatus mad, 

By wounding his belief in her renown 
WTth tokens thus and thus ; averring notes 
Of chamber-hanging, pictures, this her 
bracelet— 204 

O cunning, how I got it!—nay, some marks 
Of secret on her person, that he could not 
But think her bond of chastity quite 
crack’d, 

I having ta’en the forfeit. Whereupon— 
Methinks I see him now'— 

Post, teaming forward] Ay, so thou dost, 
Italian fiend ! Ay me, most credulous fool. 
Egregious murderer, thief, anything an 
That’s due to all the villains past, in being. 
To come! O, give me cord, or knife, or 
poison, 
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Some upright jiisticer! Thou, King, send 
out 

For torturers ingenious. It is 1 
That all th’ abhorred things o* th* earth 
amend 

By being worse than they. I am Posthu¬ 
mus, 

That kill’d thy daughter; villain-like, 1 
lie— 

That caus’d a lesser villain than myself, 

A sacrilegious thief, to do't. The temple 
Of virtue was she ; yea, and she herself. 
Spit, and throw stones, cast mire upon me, 
set 

Tlie dogs o’ th’ street to bay me. Every 
villain 

Be call’d Posthumus Leonatus, and 
Be villainy less than 'twas ! O Imogen ! 225 
My queen, my life, iny wife ! O Imogen, 
Imogen, Imogen ! 

Into. Peace, my lord. Hear, hear! 

Post. Shall’s have a play of this ? Thou 
scornful page, 

There lie thy part. IStrikes her She falls. 

Pis. O gentlemen, help I 

Mine and your mistress! O, my lord 
Posthumus! 

You ne’er kill’d Imogen till now. Help, 
help! 

Mine honour’d lady! 

Cym. Does the world go round ? 

Post. How comes these staggers on me ? 
Pis. Wake, my mistress ! 

Cym. If this be so, the gods do mean to 
strike me 

To death with mortal joy. 

Pis. How fares my mistress ? 

I mo, O, get thee from my sight; 2^6 
Thou gav’st me poison. Dangerous fellow, 
hence! 

Breathe not where princes are. 

Cym. The tune of Imogen! 

Pis. Lady, 23 > 

The gods throw stones of sulphur on me, if 
1 hat box I gave you was not thought by me 
A precious thing I I had it from the Queen. 
Cym. New matter still ? 

I mo. It poison’d me. 

Cor. O gods! 

I left out one thing which the Queen 
confess’d, 

Which must approve thee honest. ’ If 
Pisanio 245 

Have ’ said she ‘ given his mistress that 
confection 

Which I gave him for cordial, she is serv’d 
As I would serve a rat.' 

Cym. What’s this, Cornelius ? 

Cor. The Queen, sir, very oft importun’d 
me 240 

To temper poisons for her; still pretending 
The satisfaction of her knowledge only 
In killing creatures vile, as cats and dogs, 
Of no esteem. I, dreading that her purpose 
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Was of more danger, did compound for her 
A certain stiifl', which, being ta’en, would 
cease 255 

The present pow’r of life, but in short time 
All otfices of nature should again 
Do their due functions. Have you ta’en 
of it ? 

Imo. Most like I did, for 1 was dead. 
Bel. My boys. 

There was our error. 

Gui. This is sure Fidcle. 260 

hno. Why did you throw your wadded 
lady from you ? 

Think that you are upon a rock, and now 
Throw me again. [Embracing him. 

Post. Hang there like fruit, my soul, 
Till the tree die I 

Cym. How now, my flesh ? my child ? 
What, mak’st thou me a dullard in this 
act ? 265 

Wilt thou not speak to me ? 

Jmo. [Kneelini^j Your blessing, sir. 

Bel. iTo Guiderius and Arviragusl 
Though you did love this youth, I blame 
ye not; 

You had a motive for’t. 

Cym. My tears that fall 

Prove holy water on thee ! Imogen, 

Thy mother’s dead. 

Jmo. I am sorry for't, my lord. 

Cym. O, she was naught, and long of her 
it was 

That wc meet here so strangely ; but her 
son 

Is gone, we know not how nor where. 

Pis. My lord. 

Now loar is from me, I'll speak troth. 
Lord Cloten, 

Upon my lady’s missing, came to me 
With his sword drawn, foam’d at the 
mouth, and swore, 

If I discover'd not which way she was gone, 
It was my instant death. By accident 
I had a feigned letter of my master’s 
Then in my pocket, which directed him 280 
To seek her on the mountains near to 
Milford ; 

Where, in a frenzy, in my master's gar¬ 
ments, 

Which he enforc'd from me, away he posts 
With unchaste purpose, and with oath to 
violate 

My lady’s honour. What became of him 285 
I further know not. 

Gui. Let me end the story : 

I slew him there. 

Cym. Marry, the gods forfend I 

1 would not thy good deeds should from 
my lips 

Pluck a hard sentence. Prithee, valiant 
youth, 

Deny’t again. 

Gui. I have spoke it, and I did it. 290 
Cym. He was a prince. 
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Gui. A most incivll one. The wrongs he 
did me 

Were nothing prince-like ; for he did pro¬ 
voke me 

With language that would make me spurn 
the sea, 

If it could so roar to me. I cut off’s head, 
And am right glad he is not standing here 
To tell this tale of mine. 

Cv>n. 1 am sorry for thee. 

By thine own tongue thou art condemn’d, 
and must 

Endure our law. ThouTt dead. 

I mo. That headless man 

I thought had been my lord. 

Cym. Bind the offender, 

And take him from our presence. 

Bel. Stay, sir King. 

This man is better than the man he slew. 
As well descended as thyself, and hath 
More of thee merited than a band of 
Clotens 

Had ever scar for. |To the Guard] Let his 
arms alone ; ? 

lliey were not horn for bondage. 

Cym. Why, old soldier. 

Wilt thou undo the worth thou art unpaid 
for 

By tasting of our wrath ? How of descent 
As good as we ? 

Arr. In that he spake too far. 3o<> 

Cym. And thou shalt die for’t. 

Bel. We will die all three ; 

But 1 will prove that two on’s are as good 
As I have given out him. My sons, I must 
For mine own part imfold a dangerous 
speech, 

lliough haply well for you. 

Arr. Your danger’s ours. 

Gui. And our good his. 

Bel. Have at it then by leave ! 
Thou hadst, great King, a subject who 
Was call’d Belarius. 

Cym. What of fiini ? He is 

A banish'd traitor. 

Bel. He it is that hath 

Assum’d this age ; indeed a banish’d man ; 
I know not how a traitor. 

Cym. Take him hence, 3-0 

The whole world shall not save him, 

Bel. Not too hot. 

First pay me for the nursing of thy sons. 
And let it be confiscate all, so soon 
As I have receiv’d it. 

Cym. Nursing of my sons ? 

Bel. X am too blunt and saucy: here’s 
my knee. 3^5 

Ere I arise I will prefer my sons j 
Then spare not the old father. Mighty sir, 
These two young gentlemen that call me 
father. 

And think they arc my sons, are none of 
mine; 3.^9 

They are the issue of your loins, my liege, 


And blood of your begetting, 

Cym. How ? my issue ? 

Bel. So sure as you your father’s. I, old 
Morgan, 

Am that Belarius whom you sometime 
banish'd. 

Your pleasure was my mere offence, my 
punishment 311 

Itself, and all my treason ; that 1 suffer’d 
Was all the harm 1 did, "ihese gentle 
princes— 

For such and so they are—these twenty 
years 

Have 1 train'd up ; those arts they have 
as I 

Could put into them. My breeding was, 
sir, as 

Your Highness knows. Their nurse, 
Kuriphile, 34 > 

Whom lor the theft I wedded, stole these 
children 

Upon my banishment; I mov’d her to't, 
Having receiv’d the punishment before 
For that which I did then. Beaten for 
loyalty 

Excited me to treason. Their dear loss, 34 s 
The more of you 'twas felt, the more it 
siiap’d 

Unto ray end of stealing them. But, 
gracious sir. 

Here are your sons again, and I must lose 
Two of the sweet'st companions in the 
world. 349 

The benediction of tliese covering heavens 
Fall on their heads like Jew 1 for they are 
worthy 

To inlay heaven with stars. 

Cym. Thou weep’st and speak'st. 

The service that you three have done is 
more 

Unlike than this tliou tcirst. I lost my 
children. 354 

If these be they, I know not how to wish 
A pair of worthier sons. 

Bel. Be pleas’d awhile. 

This gentleman, whom 1 call Polydore, 
Most worthy prince, as yours, is true 
Guiderius ; 

This gentleman, my Cadwal, Arviragus, 
Your younger princely son ; he, sir, was 
lapp’d 3^*0 

In a most curious mantle, wrought by th’ 
hand 

Of his queen mother, which for more 
probation 

I can with ease produce. 

Cym. Guiderius had 

Upon his neck a mole, a sanguine star; 

It w'as a mark of wonder. 

Bel, This is he, 365 

Who hath upon him still that natural 
stamp. 

It was wise nature’s end in the donation. 
To be his evidence now. 



CYMBELINE 

Cynu O, what am 1 ? 

A mother to the birth of three ? Ne’er 
mother 

Rejoic’d deliverance more. Blest pray yon 
be« 

That, after this strange starting from your 
orbs. 

You may reign in them now! O Imogen 
Thou hast lost by this a kingdom. 

I mo. No, my lord ; 

I have got two worlds by't. O my gentle 
brothers, 37 

Have we thus met ? O, never say here¬ 
after 

But I am truest speaker! You call’d me 
brother. 

When 1 was but your sister; I you brothers 
When wc were so indeed. 

Cyni. Did you e’er meet ? 

Art'. Ay, my good lord. 

Gui. And at first meeting lov’d, 

Continu’d so until we thought he died. 

Cor. By the Queen’s dram she swallow'd. 

Cym, O rare instinct! 

When shall 1 hear all through ? This fierce 
abridgment 

Hath to it circumstantial branches, which 
Distinction should be rich in. Where ? how 
liv'd you ? 

And when came you to serve our Roman 
captive ? 

How parted with your brothers ? how first 
met them ? 

Why fled you from the court ? and whither? 
These, 

And your three motives to the battle, with 
I know not how much more, should be 
demanded, 

And all the other by-dcpcndances, 390 
From chance to chance ; but nor the time 
nor place 

Will serve our long interrogatories. See, 
Posthumus anchors upon Imogen ; 

And she, like harmless lightning, throws 
her eye 

On him, her brothers, me, her master, 
hitting 

Each object with a joy ; the counterchange 
Is severally in all. Let’s quit this ground. 
And smoke the temple with our sacrifices. 
[To Belarius] Thou art my brother ; so we’ll 
hold thee ever. 

Imo, You are my father too, and did 
relieve me aoo 

To see this gracious season. 

Cym. All o’erjoy’d 

Save these in bonds. Let them be joyful 
too, 

For they shall taste our comfort. 

Into, My good master, 

,1 will yet do you service. 

Luc. Happy be you I 

Cym. The forlorn soldier, that so nobly 
fought, 405 


[Act 5 

He would have well becom’d this place and 
grac’d 

The thinkings of a king. 

Post 1 am, sir, 

The soldier that did company these three 
In poor best^eming; 'twas a fitment for 
The purpose I then follow’d. That 1 was he. 
Speak, lachimo. 1 had you down, and 
might 41 ^ 

Have made you finish. 

lack. [Kneelins] I am down again ; 

But now my heavy conscience sinks my 
knee. 

As then your force did. Take that life, 
beseech you, in 

Which 1 so often owe ; but your ring first. 
And here the bracelet of the truest princess 
That ever swore her faith. 

Post, Kneel not to me. 

The pow’r that 1 have on you is to spare 
you ; 

The malice towards you to forgive you. 
Live, 

And deal with others better. 

Cym. Nobly doom’d 1 4-’o 

We’ll learn our freeness of a son-in-law ; 
Pardon’s the word to all. 

Arv, You holp us, sir, 

As you did mean indeed to be our brother ; 
Joy’d are we that you are. 424 

Post, Your servant. Princes. Good my 
lord of Rome, 

Call forth your soothsayer. As 1 slept, me- 
thought 

Great Jupiter, upon his eagle back’d, 
Appear’d to me, with other spritely shows 
Of mine own kindred. When I wak'd, I 
found 4:9 

This label on my bosom ; whose containing 
Is so from sense in hardness that I can 
Make no collection of it. Let him show 
His skill in the construction. 

Luc. Philarmonus I 

Sooth, Here, my good lord. 

Luc. Read, and declare the meaning. 

Sooth, [Reads] ' When as a lion’s whelp 
shall, to himself unknown, without seeking 
find, and be embrac’d by a piece of tender 
air ; and when from a stately cedar shall be 
lopp’d branches which, being dead many 
years, shall after revive, be jointed to the 
old stock, and freshly grow; then shall 
Posthumus end his miseries, Britain be 
fortunate and flourish in peace and plenty.* 

Thou, Leonatus, art the lion's whelp ; 441 
The fit and apt construction of thy name. 
Being Lco-natus, doth import so much. 

[To Cymheline] The piece of tender air, thy 
virtuous daughter. 

Which we call ‘ mollis aer’, and ' mollis aer * 
We term it ‘ mulier '; which ' mulier ’ I 
divine 446 

Is this most constant wife, who even now 



Scene 5] 


Answering the letter of the oracle, 
Unknown to you, unsought, were clipp’d 
about 

With this most tender air. 

. Cym. This hath some seeming. 450 
Sooth. The lofty cedar, royal Cymbeline, 
Personates thee ; and thy lopp’d branches 
point 

Thy two sons forth, who, by Bclarius 
slol’n. 

For many years thought dead, are now 
reviv’d, 451 

To the majestic cedar join’d, whose issue 
Promises Britain peace and plenty. 

Cym. Well. 

My peace we will begin. And, Caius 
Lucius, 

Although the victor, we submit to Ca?sar 
And to the Roman empire, promising 4 so 
To pay our wonted tribute, from the which 
We were dissuaded by our wicked queen. 
Whom heavens in justice, both on her and 
hers. 

Have laid most heavy hand. 

Sooth. The fingers of the pow’rs above do 
tunc 

The harmony of this peace. The vision 465 


CYMBELINE 


Which I made knowm to Lucius ere the 
stroke 

Of yet this scarce-cold battle, at this 
instant 

Is full accomplish’d ; for the Homan eagle. 
From south to west on wing soaring aloft. 
Lessen'd herself and in the beams o’ th’ 
sun 470 

So vanish’d ; which foreshow’d our princely 
eagle, 

Th’ imperial Caesar, should again unite 
His favour with the radiant Cymbeline, 
Which shines here in the west. 

Cym. Laud we the gods ; 

And let our crooked smokes climb to their 

nostrils 475 

From our bless'd altars. Pubhsh wc this 
peace 

To all our subjects. Set we forward ; let 
A Roman and a British ensign wave 
Friendly together. So through Lud's Town 
march ; 

And in the temple of great Jupiter 480 

Otir peace we’ll ratify ; seal it with feasts. 
Set on there I Never was a war did cease. 
Ere bloody hands were wash’d, with such a 
peace. [ExeunL 
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PERICLES, PRINCE OF TYRE 


DRAMATIS PERSON.® 


Gower, as Chonts. 


Antiochus, King of Antioch, 
Pericles, Prince of Tyre. 

Simonides, King of PentapoUs, 


Cleon, Governor of Tharsus. 
Lysimachus, Governor of MytUene. 
Cerimon, a ord of Ephtsus, 
Thaliard, a hrd of Antioch. 
Philemon, servant to Cerimon. 
Leonine, servant to Dionyza. 
Marshal. 


A Pander. 

Bodlt, his servant. 

The Daughter of Antiochus. 

Dionyza, wife to Cleon. 

Thaisa, daiigh'.er to Simonides. 

Marina, daughter to Pericles and Thaisa, 
Lychorida, nurse to Manna. 

A Bawd. 

Diana. 

Lords, Ladies, Knights, Gentlemen, Sailors, 
Pirates, Fishermen, and Messengers. 


The Scene : Dispersedly in various countries. 


ACT ONE 

Antioch. Before the palace. 

Enter Gower. 

To sing a song that old was sung, 

From ashes ancient Gower is come, 
Assuming man's infirmities. 

To glad your ear and please your eyes. 

It hath been sung at festivals, s 

On ember-eves and holy-ales ; 

And lords and ladies in their lives 
Have read it for restoratives. 

The purchase is to make men glorious ; 

Et bonum quo antiquius, co melius. id 
I f you, born in those latter times, 

When wit's more ripe, accept my rhymes. 
And that to hear an old man sing 
May to your wishes pleasure bring, 

I life woUid wish, and that I might 15 
Waste it for you, like taper-Jght. | 

This Antioch, then, Antiochus the Great 
Built up, this city, for his chiefest scat; 
The fairest in all Syria— 

1 tell you what mine authors say. 2.. 
This king unto him took a fere, 

Who died and left a female heir, 

So buxom, blithe, and full of face, 

As heaven had lent her aL his grace ; 

With whom the lather liking took, 25 
And her to incest did provoke. 

Bad child! Worse father! To entice his own 
To evil should be done by none. 

But custom what they did begin 
Was with long use account no sin. 30 
The beauty of this sinful dame 
Made many princes thither frame 
To seek her as a bed-fellow, 

In marriage-pleasures play-fellow; 

Which to prevent he made a law— 33 
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To keep her still, and men in awe— 

That whoso ask*d her for liis wife, 

His riddle told not, lost his life. 

So for her many a wight did die, 

As yon grim looks do testify. io 

What now ensues to the judgment of your 
eye 

I give, my cause who best can justify. 

[Exit. 

Scene I. Antioch. The palace. 
Enter Antiochus, Prince Pericles, and 
Followers. 

Ant. Young Prince of Tyre, you have at 
large received 

The danger of the task you undertake. 

Per. I have, Antiochus, and, with a soul 
Embold'ncd with the glory of her praise, 
Think death no hazard in this enterprise. 5 
Ant. Bring in our daughter, clothed like 
a bride [Music. 

For the cmbracements even of Jove him¬ 
self ; 

At whose conception, till Liicina reigned. 
Nature this dowry gave to glad her 
presence: 

The senate-house of planets all did sit, 10 
To knit in her their best perfections. 

Enter the Daughter of Antiochus. 

Per, See where she comes, apparell’d like 
the spring, 

Graces her subjects, and her thoughts the 
king 

Of every virtue gives renown to men. 14 
Her face the book of praises, where is read 
Nothing but curious pleasures, as from 
thence 

Sorrow were ever raz’d, and testy WTath 
Could never be her mild companion. 




PERICLES 


Scene 1] 

You gods that made me man, and sway 
in love, 

That have inflam'd desire in my breast 20 
To taste the fruit of yon celestial tree. 

Or die in the adventure, be my helps. 

As I am son and servant to your will. 

To compass such a boundless happiness ! 

Ant, Prince Pericles— 

Per, Ttiat would be son to great Antio- 
chus. 

Ant. Before thee stands this fair 
Hcsperidcs, 

With golden fruit, but dangerous to be 
touch’d ; 

For death-like dragons here affright thee 
hard. 

Her face. like heaven, cnticeth thee to view 
Her countless glory, which desert must 
gain ; 

/\nd which, without desert, because thine eye 
Presumes to reach, all the whole heap must 
die. 

Yon sometimes famous princes, like thyself. 
Drawn by report, advent’rous by desire, 3 - 
Tell thee, with speechless tongues and 
semblance pale. 

That, without covering, save yon field of 
stars, 

Here they stand martyrs, slain in Cupid’s 
wars; 

And with dead cheeks advise thee to desist 
For going on death's net, whom none resist. 

Per, Antioch us, I thank thee, who hath 
taiiglit 

My frail mortality to knotv itself. 

And by those fearful objects to prepare 
This body, like to them, to what 1 must; 
For death remembered should be like a 
mirror, as 

Who tells us life's but breath, to trust it 
error. 

I’ll make my will then, and, as sick men do, 
Who know the world, sec heaven, but, 
feeling woe, 

Gripe not at earthly joys as erst they did ; 
So 1 bequeath a happy peace to > 011 ..o 

And ail good men, as every prince should 
do; 

My riches to the earth from whence they 
came; 

[To the Princess] But my unspotted fire of 
love to you. 

Thus ready for the way of life or death, 

I w'ait the sharpest blow, Antiochus. •ir) 

Ant, Scorning advice, read the con¬ 
clusion then; 

Which read and not expounded, 'tisdecrccd, 
As these before thee, thou thyself shalt 
bleed. 

Datigh. Of all 'say'd yet, rnayst thou 
prove prosperous! 

Of all 'say’d yet, I wish thee happiness ! 

Per, Like a bold champion 1 assume the 
lists, 


Nor ask advice of any other thought 
But faithfulness and courage. [Reads. 

The Riddle, 

1 am no viper, yet 1 feed 64 

On mother's flesh which did me breed. 

1 sought a husband, in which labour 
I found that kindness in a father. 

He's father, son, and husband mild ; 

I mother, wife, and yet his child. 

How they may be, and yet in two, 70 
As you will live, resolve it you. 

[Aside] Sharp physic is the last. But, O you 
powers 

'that giv^e heaven countless eyes to view 
men's acts, 

Why cloud they not their sights perpetually, 
If this be true, which makes me pale to 
read it ? 

F'air glass of light, I lov'd you, and could 
still, 

Were not this glorious casket stor'd w ith ill. 
But I must tell you now^ my thoughts 
revolt; 

For he's no man on whom perfections wait 
1‘hat, knowing sin within, will touch the 
gate. 80 

You are a fair viol, and your sense the 
strings ; 

Who, finger'd to make man diis lawful 
music, 

Would draw heaven down, and all the gods, 
to hearken ; 

But, being play’d upon before your time, 
Hell only dai»ccth at so harsh a chime. 85 
Good sooth, I care not for you. 

Aiif. Prince Pericles, touch not, upon thy 
life, 

For that’s an article within our law 
As dangerous as the rest. Your time’s 
expir’d : 

Either expound now, or receive your 
sentence. 90 

Per, Great King, 

Few' Jove to bear the sins they lovx to act; 
'Twould braid yourself too near for me to 
tell it. 

Who has a book of all that mcnarchs do. 
He’s more secure to keep it shut than 
shown; 9s 

For vice repeated is like the wand’ring 
wind, 

Blows dust in others’ eyes, to spread itself ; 
And yet the end of all is bought thus dear, 
The breath is gone, and the sore eyes' see 
clear 

To stop the air would hurt them. The blind 
mole casts 

Copp'd hills towards heaven, to tell the 
earth is throng’d 

By man's oppression, and the poor worm 
doth die for't. 

Kings are earth's gods ; in vice their law’s 
their will; 
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[Act 1 


And if Jove stray, who dares say Jove doth 
ill ? 

It is enough you know ; and it is fit, 105 
What being more known grows worse, to 
smother it. 

All lov^e the womb that their first being 
bred ; 

Then give my tongue like leave to love my 
head. 

Ant, [As/Je] Heaven, that I had thy 
head ! He has found the meaning. 
But I will gloze with him.—Young Prince 
of Tyre, no 

Though by the tenour of our strict edict, 
Your exposition misinterpreting. 

We might proceed to cancel of your days ; 
Yet hope, succeeding from so fair a tree 
As your fair self, doth tune us otherwise. 115 
Forty days longer we do respite you ; 

If by which time our secret be undone. 
This mercy shows we’ll joy in such a son ; 
And until then your entertain shall be n., 
As doth befit our honour and your w’orth. 

[Exeunt all but Pet idea. \ 
Per. How courtesy would seem to cover; 
sin, 

When what is done is like an hypocrite. 
The which is good in nothing but in sight! 
If it be true that I interpret false. 

Then w ere it certain you were not so bad ^ 

As with foul incest to abuse your soul; 
Where ntnv you’re both a father and a son 
By your untimely claspings with your 
child— 

V.hich pleasure fits a husband, not a 
fatlier— 

And she an cater of her mother’s flesh i.v 
By the defiling of her parent's bed ; 

And both like serpents arc, who, though 
they feed 

On sweetest flowers, yet they poison breed. 
Antioch, farewell ! for wisdom sees those 
men »i \ 

Blush not in actions blacker than the night 
Will shun no course to keep them from the 
light. 

One sin I know another doth provoke: 
Murder’s as near to lust as flame to smoke. 
Poison and treason are the hands of sin. 
Ay, and the targets to put off the shame, 
Then, lest my life be cropp’d to keep you 
clear, 

By flight I’ll shun the danger w^hich I fear. 

[Exit. 

Re-enter Antiochus. 

Ant, He hath found the meaning. 

For which we mean to have his head. 

He must not live to trumpet forth my 
' infamy, 145 

Nor tell the world Antiochus doth sin 
In such a loathed manner ; 

And therefore instantly this prince must 
die; 


For by his fall my honour must keep high. 
Who attends us there ? 150 

Enter Tualiard. 

Thai. Doth your Highness call ? 

Ant, Thaliard, you are of our chamber, 
and our mind partakes 
Her private actions to your secrecy ; 

And for your faithfulness wc will advance 
you. 153 

Thaliard, behold here’s poison and here's 
gold ; 

We hate the Prince of Tyre, and thou must 
kill him. 

It fits thee not to ask the reason why, 
Because we bid it. Say, is it done ? 

Thai. My lord, 

’Tis done. in 

Ant, Enough. 

Enter a Messenger. 

Let your breath cool yourself, telling your 
haste. 

Mess. My lord, Prince Pericles is fled. 

I Ex if. 

Ant. As thou wilt live, fly after; and like 
an arrow shot from a well-expcrienc’d 
archer hits the mark his eye doth le\el at, 
so thou never return unless thou say Prince 
Pericles is dead. 

Thai, My lord, if I can get him within my 
pistol’s length I’ll make him sure enough. 
So, farewell to ycur Highness. i;- 

Ant. Thaliard, adieu ! |Ex'fl Thaliard] Till 
Pericles be dead 

My heart can lend no succour to my head. 

\Exit. 

Scene II. Tyre. The palace. 

Enter Pericles with his Lords, 

Per, Let none disturb us. [Exeunt Lords. 
Why should this change of thoughts. 

The sad companion, dull-cy’d melancholy. 
Be n.y so us'd a guest as not an hour 
In the day’s glorious w'alk, or peaceful 
night, 

The tomb where grief should sleep, can 
breed me quiet ? 

Here pleasures court mine eyes, and mine 
eyes shun them. 

And danger, which I fear’d, is at Antioch, 
Whose arm seems far too short to hit me 
here. 

Yet neither pleasure’s art can joy my 
spirits. 

Nor yet the other's distance comfort me. m 
Then it is thus : the passions of the mind, 
Ihat have their first conception by mis- 
dread, 

Have after-nourishment and life by care; 
And what was first but fear what might be 
done 14 

Grows elder now, and cares it be not done- 
And so with me. The great Antiochus— 



Scene 2] 
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’Gainst whom I am too little to contend. 
Since he’s so great can make his will his act— 
Will think me speaking, though 1 swear to 
silence; 

Nor boots it me to say I honour him, 20 
If he suspect 1 may dishonour him ; 

And what may make him blush in being 
known, 

He’ll stop the course by which it might be 
known. 

With hostile forces he’ll o’erspread the land. 
And with th’ ostent of w'ar will look so huge 
Amazement shall drive courage from the 
state; 

Our men be vanquish'd ere they do resist. 
And subjects punish’d that ne’er thought 
offence ; 

Which care of them, not pity of myself— 
Who am no more but as the tops of trees s; 
W’hkh fence the roots they grow by and 
defend them— 

Makes both my body pine and soul to 
languish, 

And punish that before that he would 
punish. 

Entar HtucANUS and all tlu Lords. 

1 Lord. Joy and all comfort in your 

sacred breast I 

2 Lord. And keep your mind till you 

return to us, 

Peaceful and comfortable! 

Hel. Peace, peace, and give experience 
tongue. 

They do abuse the king that flatter him, 
For flattery is the bellows blows up sin ; 
The thing the which is flattered but a spark, 
To which that blast gives heat and strongei 
glowing; 11 

W'hcreas reproof, obedient, and in order. 
Fits kings as they are men, for they may err. 
W^hen Signior Sooth here does proclaim a 
peace, 

He flatters you, makes war upon your life. 
Prince, pardon me, or strike me if you 
please; 

I cannot be much lower than my knees. 

[Kneels. 

Per. All leave us else ; but let your cares 
o’erlook 

What shipping and what lading’s in our 
haven. 

And then return to us. [Exeunt Lords] 
Helicanus, thou 

Hast moved us. What seest thou in our 
looks ? 

Hel. An angry brow% dread lord. 

Per. If there be such a dart in princes’ 
frowns. 

How durst thy tongue move anger to our 
face ? 

HcL How dare the plants look up tO; 
heaven, from whence 55 1 

They have their nourishment ? I 


Per. Thou know’st I have power 

To take thy life from thee. 

Hel. I have ground the axe myself; 

Do but you strike the blow. 

Per. Rise, prithee, rise. 

Sit down. Thou art no flatterer. 60 

I thank thee for't; and heaven forbid 
That kings should let their ears hear their 
faults hid 1 

Fit counsellor and servant for a prince. 
Who by thy wisdom mak’st a prince thy 
servant, 04 

What wouldst thou have me do ? 

Hel. To bear with patience 

Such griefs as you yourself do lay upon 
yourself. 

Per. Thou speak’st like a physician, 
Helicanus, 

That ministers a potion unto me 
That thou wouldst tremble to receive 
thyself. 

Attend me, then : I went to Antioch. 70 

Where, as thou know’st, against the face of 
death, 

1 sought the purchase of a glorious beauty. 
From whence an issue I might propagate 
Are arms to princes and bring joys to 
subjects. 

Her face was to mine eye beyond all 
wonder; 

The rest—hark in thine ear—as black as 
incest; 

Which by my knowledge found, the sinful 
father 

Seem'd not to strike, but smooth Bin thou 
know’st this, 

’Tis time to fear when tyrants seem to kiss. 
Which fear so grew in me I hither fled so 
Under the covering of a careful night, 

Who seem’d my good protector ; and, be¬ 
ing here, 

Bethought me what was past, what might 
succeed. 

1 know’ him tyrannous ; and tyrants’ fears 
Decrease not, but grow faster than the 
years; 85 

And should he doubt it, as no doubt he 
doth, 

That I should open to the list’ning air 
How many worthy princes’ bloods were 
shed 

To keep his bed of blackness unlaid ope, 

I'o lop that doubt, he’ll fill this land with 
arms, 

And make pretence of wrong that I have 
done him ; 

When all, for mine, if I may call offence, 
Must feel war’s blow, who spares not 
innocence; 

Which love to all, of which thyself art one. 
Who now reprov’dst me for’t— 

HeL Alas, sir ! 

Per. Drew sleep out of mine eyes, blood 
from my cheeks. 
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Musings into my mind, with thousand 
doubts 

How 1 might stop this tempest ere it came; 
And, finding little comfort to relieve them, 
1 thought it princely charity to grieve them. 
Hel* Well, my lord, since you have given 
me leave to speak, loi 

Freely will 1 speak. Antiochus you fear, 
And justly too, 1 think, you fear the tyrant. 
Who either by public war or private treason 
Will take aw^ay your life. lo-i 

Therefore, my lord, go travel for a while 
Till that his rage and anger be forgot, 

Or till the Destinies do cut his threatl of life. 
Your rule direct to any ; if to me. 

Day serves not light more faithful than I’ll 
be. iji'j 

Per. 1 do not doubt thy faith ; 

But should he wrong my liberties in my 
absence ? 

Hei We’ll mingle our bloods together in 
the earth. 

From whence we had our being and our birth. 
Per. Tyre, I now^ look from thee then, 
and to Tharsus 115 

Intend my travel, where I'll hear from thee ; 
And by whose letters I’ll dispose myself. 
The care I had and have of subjects’ good 
On thee I lay, whose wisdom’s strength can 
bear it. 

ril take thy word for faith, not ask thine 
oath: 120 

Who shuns not to break one will sure crack 
both. 

But in our orbs we'U live so round and safe 
That time of both this truth shall ne'er 
convince, 

Thou show’dst a subject’s shine, 1 a true 
prince. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. Tyre. The palace. 

Enter Thaliard. 

Thai. So, this is Tyre, and this the court. 
Here must I kill King Pericles ; and if 1 do 
it not, 1 am sure to be bang’d at home. ’Tis 
dangerous. Well, 1 perceive he was a wise 
fellow and had good discretion that, being 
bid to ask what he would of the king, 
desired he might know none of his secrets. 
Now do I see he had some reason for’t; for 
if a king bid a man be a villain, he’s bound 
by the indenture of his oath to be one, 
Husht 1 here comes the lords of Tyre. 

Enter Helicanus, Escanes, ivith other 
Lords. 

Hel. You shall not need, my fellow peers 
of Tyre, 10 

Further to question me of your king's 
departure: 

His seal'd commission, left in trust with me, 
Does speak suliiciently he's gone to travel. ! 
Thai. [Aside] How I the king gone ! j 


Hel. If further yet you will be satisfied 15 
Why, as it were unlicens’d of your loves, 
He would depart, I'll give some light unto 
you. 

Being at Antioch— 

Thai. [Aside] What from Antioch ? 

Hel. Royal Antiochus, on what cause 1 
know not, 

Took some displeasure at him ; at least he 
judg’d so; 20 

And dorbting lest that he had err’d or 
sinn’d, 

To show his sorrow, he’d correct himself; 
So puts himself unto the shipman’s toil, 
With whom each minute threatens life or 
death. 24 

Thai. [Aside] Well, I perceive 
I shall not be bang’d now although I would; 
But since he’s gone, the King's seas must 
please 

He scap'd the land to perish at the seas. 

I’ll present myselt.—Peace to the Lords of 
Tyre! 

Hel. Lord Thaliard from Antiochus is 
welcome, 

Thai. From him I come 
With message unto princely Pericles ; 

But since my landing I ha\e understood 
Your lord has betook himself to unknown 
travels, 

Now message must return from whence it 
came. 

Hel. We have no reason to desire it, 
Commended to our master, not to us ; 

Yet, ere you shall depart, this we desire— 
As friends to Antioch, we may feast in Tyre. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene IV. Tharsus. The Gwernor’s house. 

Enter Cleon the Governor of Tharsus, with 
Dionyza his wife, and Others. 

Cle. My Dionyza, shall we rest us here, 
And by relating tales of others' griefs 
See if 'twill teach us to forget our own ? 

Dio. That were to blow at tire in hope to 
quench it; 

For who digs hills because they do aspire > 
Throws down one mountain to cast up a 
higher. 

O my distressed lord, even such our griefs 
are ! 

Here they are but felt and seen with 
mischief’s eyes, 

But like to groves, being topp’d, they higher 
rise. 

Cle. O Dionyza, TO 

W'ho wanteth food, and will not say he 
wants it. 

Or can conceal his hunger till he famish ? 
Our tongues and sorrows to sound deep 
Our woes into the air ; our eyes to weep ? 
Till tongues fetch breath that may pro¬ 
claim tiiem louder; 15 
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That, if heaven slumber while their 
creatures want. 

They may awake theirhelps to comfort them, 
ITl then discourse our woes, felt several 
years. 

And, wanting breath to speak, help me 
with tears. 

Dio. ril do my best, sir. 

Cie. This Tharsus, o'er which I have the 
government, 

A city on whom plenty held full hand. 

For Riches streiv'd herself even in her 
streets; 

Whose towers bore heads so high they 
kiss'd the clouds, .14 

And strangers ne'er beheld but wondTed at; 
Whose men and dames so jetted and 
adorii M, 

Like one another’s glass to trim them by; 
Their tables were stoj'd full, to glad the 
sight, 

And not so much to feed on as delight; ^ y 
All poverty vvas scorn'd, and pride so great 
The name of help grew odious to repeat. 

Dio. O, 'tis too true! 

Cie. But see what heaven can do! By 
this our change 

These mouths who but of late earth, sea, 
and air, 

Were all too little to content and please, 3^ 
Although they gave their creatures in 
abundance, 

As houses are delil’d for want of use. 

They are now starv'd for want of exercise. 
Those palates who, not yet two summers 
younger, 39 

Must have inventions to delight the taste. 
Would now be glad of bread, and beg for it. 
Those mothers who to nouzle up their babes 
Thought nought too curious are ready now 
To eat those little darlings whom they lov'd. 
So sharp are hunger’s teeth that man and 
wife 15 

Draw lots who first shall die to lengthen life. 
Here stands a lord, and there a lady 
weeping; 

Here many sink, yet those which see them 
fall 

Have scarce strength left to give them 
burial. 

Is not this true ? 50 

Dio. Our cheeks and hollow eyes do 
witness it. 

Cie. O, let those cities that of Plenty's cup 
And her prosperities so largely taste. 

With their superfluous riots, hear these 
tears! 

The misery of Tharsus may be theirs. 55 
Enter a Lord, 

Lord, Where's the Lord Governor ? 

Ck. Here. 

Speak out thy sorrows which thou bring’st 
in haste. 


For comfort is too far for us to expect. 
Lord, We have descried, upon our neigh¬ 
bouring shore, So 

A portly sail of ships make hitherward. 

Cle. 1 thought as much. 

One sorrow never comes but brings an heir 
T hat may succeed as his inheritor ; 

And so in ours : some neighbouring nation. 
Taking advantage of our misery, 66 

Hath stuff'd the hollow vessels with their 
power, 

To beat us down, the which are down 
already ; 

And make a conquest of unhappy me. 
Whereas no glory’s got to overcome. 70 
Lord, That’s the least fear; for by the 
semblance 

Of their white flags display’d, they bring 
us peace. 

And come to us as favourers, not as foes. 
Cie. Thou speak'st like him’s untutor’d 
to repeat: 

Who makes the fairest show means most 
deceit. 75 

But bring they what they will and what 
they can. 

What need we fear ? 

Our ground’s the lowest, and we are half¬ 
way there. 

Go tell their general we attend him here, 
To know for what he comes, and whence 
he comes. So 

And what he craves. 

Lord, 1 go, my lord. [Extt. 

Cle, Welcome is peace, if he on peace 
consist; 

If w ars, we arc unable to resist. 

Enter Pericles, with Attendants. 

Per, Lord Governor, for so wc hear you 
are, 85 

Let not our ships and number of our men 

Be like a beacon fir'd t’ amaze your eyes. 
We have heard your miseries as far as Tyre, 
And seen the desolation of your streets; 
Nor come wc to add sorrow to your tears, 
But to relieve them of their heavy load ; 
And these our ships you happily may think 
Are like the Troyan horse was stuff’d 
within 

With bloody veins, expecting overthrow. 
Arc stor'd with corn to make your needy 
bread, 95 

And give them life whom hunger starv'd 
half dead. 

All. The gods of Greece protect you ! 
And we’ll pray for you. [Tlicy ktteel. 

Per. Arise, I pray you, rise. 

Wc do not look for reverence, but for love, 
And harbourage for ourself, our ships, and 
men. 100 

Cle. The which when any shall not gratify, 
Or pay you with unthankfulness in thought, 
Be it our wives, our children, or ourselves, 
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The curse of heaven and men succeed thei 
evils! 

Till when—the which I hope shall ne'er be 
seen— lo; 

Your Grace is welcome to our town and us 
Per, Which welcome we'll accept; feast 
here awhile, 

Until our stars that frown lend us a smile 

[Exeunt 

ACT TWO 
Enter Gower. 

Gow, Here have you seen a mighty king 
His child iwis to incest bring; 

A better prince and benign lord, 

That will prove aw'ful both in deed and 
word. 

Be quiet then, as men should be, 

Till he hath pass’d necessity. 

I'll show you those in troubles reign, 
Losing a mite, a mountain gain. 

The good in conversation. 

To whom I give my benison, t- 

Is still at Tharsus, wdiere each man 
Thinks all is writ he speken can; 

And, to remember what he does. 

Build his statue to make him glorious. 

But tidings to the contrary i ^ 

Arc brought your eyes. What need speak 1 ? 

Dumb show. 

Enter, at one door, Pericles, talking with 
Cleon ; all the Train with them. Enter, at 
another door, a Gentleman with a letter to 
Pericles ; Pericles shows the letter to Cleon, 
Pericles gives the Messenger a reward, and 
knights him. Exit Pericles at one door and 
Cleon at another. 

Good Hclicanc, that stay’d at home. 

Not to eat honey like a drone 

From others’ labours ; for though he strive 

To killen bad, keep good alive ; 

And, to fulfil his prince’ desire. 

Sends w^ord of all that haps in Tyre : 

How Thaliard came full bent with sin 
And had intent to murder him ; 

And that in Tharsus was not best 
Longer for him to make his rest. 

He, doing so, put forth to seas, 

Where when men l>een, there's seldom ease; 
For now the wind begins to blow ; 

Thunder above and deeps below 3*^ 

Makes such unquiet that the ship 
Should house him safe is wreck'd and split; 
And he, good prince, having all lost. 

By waves from coast to coast is toss'd. 

All perishen of man, of pelf, 35 

Ne aught escapen but himself; 

Till fortune, tir’d with doing bad. 

Threw him ashore, to give him glad. 

And here he comes. What shall be next. 
Pardon old Gower—this longs the text. 40 

[ExU. 


Scene I. Pentapolis. An open place by the 
seaside. 

Enter Pericles, wet. 

Per, Yet cease your ire, you angry stars 
of heaven! 

Wind, rain, and thunder, remember earthly 
man 

Is but a substance that must yield to you ; 
And I, as fits my nature, do obey \oj. 

Alas, the sea hath cast me on the rocks, 5 
Wash'd me from shore to shore, and left me 
breath 

Nothing to think on but ensuing death. 

Let it suffice the greatness of your powers 
To have bereft a prince of all his fortunes ; 
And having thrown him from your ^^at’ry 
grave, h. 

Here to have death in peace is all he’ll crave. 

Enter three Fishermen. 

1 Fish. What, ho, Pilch ! 

2 Fish, Ha, come and bring away the 
nets. 

1 Fish. VV'hat, Patch breech, I say ! 

3 Fish. What say you, master ? js 

1 Fish. Look how thou stirr’st now. 

Come away, or I’ll fetch thee with a 
wanion. 

3 Fish, Faith, master, I am thinking of 
the poor men that were cast away before us 
even now. v* 

1 Fish. Alas, poor souls I It grieved my 
heart to hear what pitiful cries they made 
to us to help them, when, wcll-a-day, we 
could scarce help ourselves. 

3 Fish, Nay, master, said not I as much 
when 1 saw the porpas how he bounc’d and 
tumbled ? They say they're half fish, half 
flesh. A plague on them ! They ne’er come 
but I look to be wash’d. Master, 1 marvel 
how the fishes live in the sea. 27 

1 Fish. Why, as men do a-Iand—the 
great ones eat up the little ones. 1 can 
compare our rich misers to nothing so fitly 
as to a whale : 'a plays and tumbles, driv¬ 
ing the poor fry before him, and at last 
devours them all at a mouthful. Such 
whales have I heard on a’th’ land, who never 
leave gaping till they’ve swallow'd the 
whole parish, church, steeple, bells, and all. 

Per, [Aside] A pretty moral. 35 

3 Fish, But, master, if I had been the 
sexton, I would have been that day in the 
belfry. 

2 Fish. Why, man ? 

3 Fish. Because he should have swallowed 
me too ; and when I had been in his belly 
I would have kept such a jangling of the 
bells that he should never have left till he 
cast bells, steeple, church, and parish up 
again. But if the good King Simonides were 
of my mind— 

Per, [Aside] Simonides! 
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3 Fish, We would purge the land of these 
drones that rob the bae of her honey. 

Per, [Aside] How from the finny subject 
of the sea 

These fishers tell the infirmities of men. 
And from their wat'ry empire recollect 
All that may men approve or men detect!— 
Peace be at your labour, honest fishermen ! 

2 Fish, Honest—good fellow I What\s 
that ? If it be a day fits you, scratch’t out 
of the calendar, and nobody look after it. s, 
Per. May sec the sea hath cast upon your 
coast— 

2 Fish. What a drunken knave was the 
sea to cast thee in our way ! 

Per, A man whom both the waters and 
the wind 

In that vast tennis-court hath made the 
hall (. 

For them to play upon entreats you pity 
him ; 

He asks of you that never us’d to beg. | 

1 Fish. No, friend, cannot you beg ? 

Here’s them in our country of Greece gets 
more with begging than wc can do with 
working. 6- 

2 Fish. Canst thou catch any fishes, then ? 
Per. I never practis'd it. 

2 Fish. Nay, then thou wilt starve, sure ; 
for here's nothing to be got now-a-dnys 
unless thou canst fish for’t. ; • 

Per. What I ha\'e been I have forgot to 

knoAV ; 

But what I am want teaches me to think 
on : 

A man throng’d up with cold ; my veins 
are chill. 

And have no more of life than may suffice 
To give my tongue that heat to ask your 
help; 

Which if you shall refuse, when I am dead. 
For that I am a man, pray see me buried. I 

1 Fish. Die qiioth-a ? Now gods forbid’! I 
And I have a gown here ! Come, put it on ; 
keep thee warm. Now, afore me, a handsome 
fellow! Come, thou shalt go home, anu 
wj’ll have flesh for holidays, fish for fasting 
days, and morco’er puddings and flapjacks ; 
and thou shalt be welcome. 

Per, I thank you, sir. 

2 Fish. Hark you, my friend; you said 
you could not beg. 

Per. I did but crave. 

2 Fish. But crave ! Then I’ll turn craver 
too, and so I shall scape whipping. 

Per, Why, are all your beggars whipp’d, 
then ? 9'> 

2 Fish. O, not all, my friend, not all 1 For 
if all your beggars were whipp’d, I would 
wish no better office than to be beadle. But, 
master, I'll go draw up the net. 

[Exif with Third Fisherman. 
Per. [Aside] How well this honest mirth 
becomes their labour! 


1 Fish. Hark you, sir; do you know 
where ye are ? 95 

Per. Not well. 

1 Fish. Why, I’ll tell you : this is call’d 
Pentapolis, and our king the good Sim¬ 
onides. 

Per. The good Simonides, do you call 
him ? 

1 Fish. Ay, sir ; and he deserves so to 
be call’d for his peaceable reign and good 
government. 701 

Per. He is a liappy king, since he gains 
from his subjects the name of good by his 
government. How far is his court distant 
from this shore ? 

1 Fish. Marry, sir, half a day’s journey ; 
and I'll tell you, he hath a fair daughter, 
and to-morrow is her birthday, and Iheie 
are princes and knights come from all parts 
of the world to joust and tourney for her 
love. 

Per. Were my fortunes equal to my 
desires, 1 could wish to make one there, t 10 

1 Fish. O sir, things must be as they 

may ; and what a man cannot get he may 
lawfully deal for—his wife’s soul. u ? 

Re-enter Second and Third Fishermen, 
drawing, up a net. 

2 Fish. Help, master, help ! Here’s a 
fish hangs in the net like a poor man’s 
right in the law ; ’twill hardly come out. 
Ha! Bots on’t I 'Tis come at last, and 
'tis turn’d to a rusty armour. 

Per. An armour, friends ! I pray you 
let me see it. 

I'hanks, Fortune, yet, that after all my 
crosses 

Thou givest me somewhat to repair 
myself; 120 

And though it was mine own, part of my 
heritage 

Which my dead father did bequeath to me. 
With this strict charge, even as he left his 
life: 

‘ Keep it, my Pericles. It hath been a shield 
’Twixt me and death; ’ and pointed to this 
brace i 5 

‘For that it sav’d me, keep it. In like 
necessity— 

The which the gods protect thee from!— 
may’t defend thee! ’ 

It kept where 1 kept, I svi dearly lov’d it; 
Till the rough seas, that spare not any man. 
Took it in rage, though calm’d have given’t 
again— 1 

1 thank thee for’t. My shipwreck now’s no 
ill. 

Since I have here my father’s gift in his 
will. 

1 Fish. What mean you, sir ? 

Per. To beg of you, kind friends, this 
coat of worth. 

For it was sometime target to a king ; 135 
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I know it by this mark. He lov*d me 
dearly. 

And for his sake I wish the having of it; 
And that you'd guide me to your sovereign's 
court, 

Where with it I may appear a gentleman 
And if that ever my low fortune’s better, 14 
I’ll pay your bounties ; till then rest your 
debtor. 

1 Fish. Why, wilt thou tourney for the 
lady ? 

Per. ril show the virtue I have borne in 
arms. 

1 Fish. Why, do’e take it, and the gods 

give thee good on’t! r i 

2 Fish. Ay, but hark you, my friend ; 
’twas we that made up this garment 
through the rough seams of the waters; 
there are certain condolements, certain 
vails. I hope, sir, if you thrive, you’ll 
remember from whence you had them, 15 

Per. Believe’t, I will. 

By your furtherance I am cloth’d in steel; 
'And spite of all the rapture of the sea 
This jewel holds his building on my arm. 
Unto thy value I will mount myself 
Upon a courser whose delightful steps 
Shall make the gazer joy to see him tread. 
Only, my friend, I yet am unprovided 
Of a pair of bases. 

2 Fish. W'e'Il sure provide. Thou shalt 
have my best gown to make thee a pair; 
and I’ll bring thee to the court myself. 

Per. Then honour be but a goal to my 
will; If 

This day I’ll rise, or else add ill to ill. 

[Exeunt. 

Scene II, Pentapolis. A public ivay or 
platform leading to the lists. A pavilion 
by the side of it for the reception of the 
Kingt Princess, Lords, &c. 

Enter Simonides, Thais a. Lords, and 
Attendants. 

Sim. Are the knights ready to begin the 
triumph ? 

f 1 Lord. They are, my liege ; 

And stay your coming to present them¬ 
selves. 

Sim. Return them we are ready; and 
our daughter here, 

In honour of whose birth these triumphs 
are. 

Sits here like beauty’s child, whom nature 
gat 

For men to see, and seeing wonder at. 

[JGxit a Lord. 

Thai. It pleaseth you, my royal father, 
to express 

My commendations great, whose merit’s 
less. 

Sim. It’s fit it should be so ; for princes 
are xo 


[Act 2 


A model which heaven makes like to itself: 

As jewels lose their glory if neglected, 

So princes their renowns if not respected. 

Tis now your honour, daughter, to enter¬ 
tain 

The labour of each knight in his device, is 

Thai. Which, to preserve mine honour, 
I’ll perform. 

Enter a Knight; he passes over, and his 

Squire presents his shield to the Princess. 

Sim. Who is the first that doth prefer 
himself ? 

Thai. A knight of Sparta, my renowned 
father; 

And the device he bears upon his shield 

Is a black Ethiopc reach.ng at the sun *, ?.o 

The w'orcl, ' Lux tua vita milii 

Sim. He loves you well that holds his life 
of you. 

The Second Knight passes by. 

W’^ho is the second that presents himself ? 

Thai. A prince of Macedon, my royal 
father; 

And the device he bears upon his shield .-5 

Is an arm’d knight that’s conquer’d by a 
lady; 

The motto thus, in Spanish, ‘ Pin por 
dulzura que por fuerza 

The Third Knight passes by. 

Sim. And what’s the third ? 

Thai. The third of Antioch ; 

And his device a wreath of chivalry ; 

The word, ‘ Me pomprX* provexit apex ’. so 

The Fourth Knight passes by. 

Sim. What is the fourth ? 

Thai. A burning torch that’s turned up¬ 
side down ; 

The word, ‘ Quod me alit, me extinguit 

Sim. Which shows that beauty hath his 
power and will, 

Wh ch can as well inflame as it can kill, 

The Fifth Knight passes by. 

Thai. The fifth, an hand environed with 
clouds. 

Holding out gold that's by the touchstone 
tried; 

The motto thus, ’ Sic spectanda fides ’. 

Pericxes as Sixth Knight passes by. 

Sim. And what’s the sixth and last, the 
which the knight himself 4 ' 

With such a graceful courtesy deliver'd ? 

Thai. He seems to be a stranger; but his 
present is 

A withered branch, that’s only green at 
top; 

The motto, * In hac spe vivo 

Sim. A pretty moral; * 45 

From the dejected state wherein he is. 
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He hopes by you his fortunes yet may 
flourish, 

1 Lord. He had need mean better than 

his outward show 

Can any way speak in his just commend ; 
For by liis rusty outside he appears 
To havx* practis'd more the wliipstock than 
the lance. 

2 Lord. He well may be a stranger, for he 

comes 

To an honour’d triumph strangely furnished. 

3 Lord. And on set purpose let his 

armour rust 

Until this day, to scour it in the dust. 

Sint. Opinion’s but a fool, that makes us 
scan 

Tlie outward habit by the inward man. 
But stay, the knights are coming. We will 
withdraw 

Into the gallery. lExeuni. 

1 Great shouts tviihin, and ail cry 
‘ The mean knight I ' 

Scene Ill. Pcnlaftolis. A hall of state. A 
banquet prepared. 

Enter King Simonides, Thaisa, Ladies, 
Lords, Knights, from iiithif*, and 
Attendants. 

Sim. Knights! 

To say you’re welcome were superfluofis. 
To place upon the volume of your deeds, 
As in a title-page, your worth in arms 
Were more than you expect, or more than’s 
fit, 5 

yince every worth in show commends itself. 
Prepare for mirth, for mirth becomes a feast; 
You are princes and my guests. 

I'hai. But you my knight and guest; 

To whom this wreath of victory I give, in 
And crown you king of this day's happiness. 
Per. 'Tis more by fortune, lady, than my 
merit. 

Sim. Call it by what you will, the day is 
yours; 

And here 1 hope is none that envies it. I-} 
In framing an artist, art hath thus decreed. 
To make some good, but others to exceed ; 
And you are her labour’d scholar. Come, 
queen o’ th' feast— 

For, daughter, so you are—here take your 
place. 

Marshal the rest as they deserve their 
grace. 

Knights. We are honour’d much by good 
Simonides. 

Sim. Your presence g.ads our days. 
Honour we love; 

For who hates honour hates the gods above, i 
Marshal. Sir, yonder is your place. | 
Per. Some other is more fit. | 

1 Knight. Contend not, sir; for we are i 
gentlemen - 4 

That neither in our hearts nor outward eyes j 
41 


Envy the great nor shall the low despise. 

Per. You are right courteous knights. 

Sim. Sit, sir, sit. 

[Aside] By Jove, I wonder, that is king of 
thoughts, 18 

These cates resist me, he not thought upon. 

Thai. [Aside] By Juno, that is queen of 
marriage. 

All viands that 1 eat do seem unsavoury, 
Wishing him my meat.—Sure he’s a gallant 
gentleman. 

Siw. He's but a country gentleman ; 
Has done no more than other knights have 
done; 

Has brol<en a staff or so ; so let it pass. 35 

Thai. [Aside] To me he seems like dia¬ 
mond to glass. 

Per. [Aside] Yon king’s to me like to my 
father’s picture, 

Which te^ls me in that glory once he was ; 
Had pnnees sit like stars about his throne, 
Ai'.d he the sun, for them to reverence ; 
None that beheld him but, like lesser lights, 
Did vail their crowns to his supremacy : 
Where now his son's like a glowworm in the 
night, 

The which hath fire in darkness, none in 
light. 41 

Whereby 1 see that Time's the king of men ; 
He’s both their parent, and he is their 
grave, 

And gives them what he will, not what they 
crave. 

Sim. What, are you merry, knights ? 

1 Knight. Who can be other in tliis royal 
presence ? 

Sim. Here, with a cup that’s stor’d unto 
the brim— 

.As you do love, fill to your mistress' lips— 
We drink this health to you. 

Knights. Wo thank your Grace. 

Shn. Yet pause awhile. 

Yon knight doth sit too melancholy, 

As if the entertainment in our court ^3 
Had not a show might countervail his 
worth. 

Note it not you, Thaisa ? 

Thai. What is’t 

To me, my father ? 

Sim. O, attend, my daughter : 

Princes, in this, should live like gods above. 
Who freely give to every one that comes 61 
To honour them; 

.And princes not doing so are like to gnats. 
Which make a sound, but kill’d are 
wond'rcd at. 64 

Therefore to make his entertain more sweet, 
Here, say we drink this standing-bowl of 
wune to him. 

That. Alas, my father, it befits not me 
Unto a stranger knight to be so bold : 

He may my proffer take for an oflence, 
Since men talce women’s gifts for impud¬ 
ence. 70 
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Sim, How! 

Do as 1 bid you, or you’ll move me else. 

Thai. [Aside] Now, by the gods, he could 
not please me better. 

Sim. And furthermore tell him we desire 
to know of him 

Of whence he is, his name and parentage, r s 

Thai. The King my father, sir, has drunk 
to you. 

Per. I thank him. 

Thai. Wishing it so much blood unto 
your life. 

Per. i thank both him and you, and 
pledge him freely. 

Thai. And further he desires to know of 
you So 

Of whence you are, your name and parent¬ 
age. 

Per. A gentleman of Tyre—my name, 
Pericles ; 

My education been in arts and arms ; 8^ 

Who, looking for adventures in the world, 
Was by the rough seas reft of ships and men, 
\nd after shipwreck driven upon this shore. 

Thai. He thanks your Grace; names 
himself Pericles, 

A gentleman of Tyre, 

Who only by misfortune of the seas, 

Bereft of ships and men, cast on this shore. 

Sim. Now', by the gods, I pity his 
misfortune, 

And will awake him from his melancholy. 
Come, gentlemen, we sit too long on trifles 
And waste the time which looks for other 
revels. o- 

Even in your armours, as you are address’d, 
Will very W'ell become a soldier's dance. 

I will not have excuse, with saying this 
Loud music is too harsh for ladies’ heads, 
Since they love men in arms as wcil as beds. 

[They dar.te. 

So, this was well ask'd, ’twas so well 
perform’d. 

Come, sir; 

Here is a lady that wants breathing too ; 
And 1 have heard you knights of Tyre 
Are excellent in making ladies trip; 

And that their measures are as excellent. 

Per. In those that practise them they are, 
my lord. i<‘-, 

Sim. O, that’s as much as you would be 
denied 

Of your fair courtesy. [Tfic Knights and 
Ladies dance] Unclasp, unclasp. 
Thanks, gentlemen, to all; all have done 
well, 

[To Pericles] But you the best.—Pages and 
lights, to conduct 

These knights unto their several lodgings!— 
Yours, sir, i lo 

We have given order to be next our own. 

Per. I am at your Grace's pleasure. 

Sim. Princes, it is too late to talk of love, 
And that’s the mark I know you level at, 
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Therefore each one betake him to his rest; 
To-morrow all for speeding do their best. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene IV. Tyre. The Gm'ernor*s house. 
Enter Helicanus and Escanes. 

HeL No, Escanes ; know this of me— 
Antiochus from incest liv’d not free; 

For which, the most high gods not minding 
longer 

To withhold the vengeance that they had 
in store, 

Due to this heinous capital offence, 5 
Even in the height and pr d.‘ of all his 
glory. 

When he was seated in a chariot 
Of an inestimable value, and his daughter 
with him, 

A fire from heaven came and shriveil’d up 
Their bodies, even to loatiiing ; for they so 
stunk 10 

That all those eyes ador'd them ere their 
fall 

Scorn now their hand should give them 
burial. 

Esca. 'Twas very strange. 

HeL And yet but justice ; for tbougb 
This king were great, his greatness was no 
guard 

To bar heaven's shaft, but sin had his 
reward. 15 

Esca. 'Tis very true. 

Enter two or three Lords. 

1 Lord. See, not a man in private con¬ 

ference 

Or council has respect with him but he. 

2 Lord. It shall no longer grieve without 

reproof. 

3 Lord. And curs’d be he that will not 

second it! 20 

1 Lord. Follow me, then. Lord Helicane, 
a word. 

Hel. With me ? and welcome. Happy 
day, my lords. 

1 Lord. Know that our griefs are risen to 
the top, 

And now at length they overflow their 
banks. 

HeL Your griefs ! for what ? Wrong not 
your prince you love. 2 - 

1 Lord. Wrong not yourself, then, noble 

Helicane ; 

But if the prince do live, let us salute him. 
Or know' what ground’s made happy by his 
breath. 

If in the world he live, we’ll seek him out; 
If in his grave he rest, we'll find him there ; 
And be resolv'd he lives to govern us, 31 
Or, dead, give's cause to mourn his funeral, 
And leave us to our free election. 

2 Lord. Whose death's indeed the 

strongest in our censure; 
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Scene 4] 

And knowing this kingdom, if without a 
head, 

Like goodly buildings left without a roof, 
Soon fall to ruin, your noble self. 

That best know how to rule and how to reign, 
We thus submit unto—our sovereign. 

AIL Live, noble Hclicane ! 4 <> 

HcL By honour's cause, forbear your 
suffrages. 

If that you love Prince Pericles, forbear. 
Take 1 your wish, I leap into the seas, 
Where’s hourly trouble for a minute's ease. 
A twelvemonth longer let me entreat you is 
To forbear the absence of your king ; 

If in which time expir'd he not return, 

1 shall with aged patience bear your yoke. 
But if 1 cannot win you to this love. 

Go search like nobles, like noble subjects, so 
And in your search spend your adventurous 
worth ; 

Whom if you find, and win unto return, 
You shall like diamonds sit about his crown. 
1 Lord. To wisdom he's a fool that will 
not yield ; 

And since Lord Helicane enjoineth us, ‘,r. 
We with our travels will endeavour it. 

Hd. Then you love us, \\c you, and we’ll 
clasp hands: 

When peers thus knit, a kingdom ever 
stands. [LxeunL 

ScENK V''. Pmtapolh. The palace. 

Enter Simonidfs, readinfi of a letter, at one 
door. The Knights meet him. 

1 Knighf. Good morrow to the good 

Simonides. 

Sim. Knights, from my daughter this 1 
let you know. 

That for this twelvemonth she’ll not under¬ 
take 

A married life. 

Her reason to herself is only known, 5 
Which from her by no means can I get. 

2 Kufg/rf. May we not get access to her, 

my lord ? 

Sim. Faith, by no means; she hath so 
strictly tied her 

To her chamber that it is impossible. 

O.ie twelve moons more she’ll wear Diana’s 
livery. 10 

This by the eye of Cynthia hath she vow’d. 
Ami on her virgin honour will not break it. 

3 Knight. Loath to bid farewell, we take 

our leaves. [Exeunt Knights. 

Sim. So, 

They are well despatch'd. Now to my 
daughter’s letter. 15 

Slie tells me here she’ll w^ed the stranger 
knight. 

Or never more to view nor day nor light. 
'Tis well, mistress; your choice agrees 
with mine; 

I like that well. Nay, how absolute she's in’t, 


Not minding whether I dislike or no 1 20 

Well, 1 do commend her choice ; 

And will no longer have it be delay'd. 

Soft! here he comes : I must dissemble it. 

Enter Pericles. 

Per. All fortune to the good Simonides ! 
Sim. To you as much, sir ! I am behold¬ 
ing to you 2 .) 

For your sweet music this last night, I do 
Protest my ears were never better fed 
With such delightful pleasing harmeny. 
Per. It is your Grace’s pleasure to com¬ 
mend ; 

Not my desert. 

Sim. Sir, you are music's master. <o 
Per. The w^orst of all her scholars, my 
good lord. 

Sim. Let me ask you one thing: 

What do you think of my daughter, sir ? 
Per. A most virtuous princess. 

Sim. A.nd she is fair too, is she not ? .55 
Per. As a fair day in summer—wondrous 
fair. 

Sim. Sir, my daughter thinks very well 
of you ; 

Ay, so well that you must be her master, 
And she will be your scholar ; thercfcrc 
look to it. 

Per. I am unworthy for her schoolmaster. 
Sim. She thinks not so; peruse this 
writing else. 

Per. f Aside] What’s here ? 

A letter, that she lox es the knight of Tyre. 
'Tis the king's subtlety to have my life.— 
O, seek not to cntiap rnc, gracious lord, - 1 ^ 
A stranger and distressed gentleman, 

T'nat never aim’d so high to love your 
daughter. 

But bent all offices to honour her! 

Sim. Thou hast bewitcli'd my daughter, 
and thou art 
A villain. 

Per. By the gods, 1 have not. 5 c 
Never did thought of mine levy offence ; 
Nor never did my aclions yet comnu ucc 
A deed might gain her love or your dis» 
pleasure. 

Sim. Traitor, thou liest. 

Per. Traitor! 

Sim. Ay, traitor. 

Per. Even in his throat—unless it be the 
King— .-55 

That calls me traitor I return the lie. 

Sim, I Aside] Now, by the gods, I do 
applaud his courage. 

Per. My actions are as noble as my 
thoughts, 

That never relish'd of a base descent. 5 ^) 
I. came unto your court for honour's causci 
And not to be a rebel to her state ; 

And he that otherwise accounts of me. 
This sword shall prove he's honour’s 
enemy. 
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[Act 3 


Shtu No ? 

Here comes my daughter, she can witness 
it, 

Enter Thais A. 

Per. Then, as you are as virtuous as fair. 
Resolve your angry father if my tongue 
Did e'er solicit, or my hand subscribe 
To any syllable that made love to you. 

Thai, Why, sir, say if you had, 

Who takes oftence at that would make me 
glad ? 

Sim. Yea, mistress, are you so peremp¬ 
tory ? 

fAshlij] I am glad on't with all my heart.— 
i'll tame you ; I’ll bring you in subjection. 
Will you, not having my consent, 

Bestow your love and your affections 
Upon a stranger ?—[As/dej who, for aught 
1 know, 

May be, nor can I think the contrary. 

As great in blood as 1 myself.— 70 

Therefore, hear you, mistress : either frame 
Your will to mine—and you, sir, hear you. 
Either be rul’d by me—or I will make 
you— 

Man and wife. 

Nay, come, your hands and lips must seal 
it too ; 

And being join'd, I’ll thus your hopes 
destroy, 

And for further grief—God give you joy ! 
What, are you both pleas'd ? 

Thai, Yes, if you love me, sir. 

Per. Even as my life my blood that 
fosters it. 

Sim. What, are you both agreed ? 

Both. Yes, if't please your Majesty. 00 
Sim. It pleaseth me so well that I will 
see you wed ; 

And then, with what haste you can, get 
you to bed. [Exeunt. 

ACT THREE 
Enter Gower. 

Gow. Now sleep yslaked hath the rout; 
No din but snores the house about. 

Made louder by the o'er-fed breast 
Of this most pompous marriage feast. 

The cat, with eyne of burning coal, 5 
Now couches fore the mouse’s hole ; 

And crickets sing at the oven’s mouth. 

Aye the blither for their drouth. 

Hymen hath brought the bride to bed. 
Where, by the loss of maidenhead, 10 
A babe is moulded. Be at tent, 

And time that is so briefly spent 
With your fine fancies quaintly eche. 
What's dumb in show I'll plain with speech. 

Dumb Show. 

Enter Pericles and Simonides at one door, 1 
with Attendants; a Messenger meets j 
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them, kneels, and gwes Pericles a letter, 
Pericles shmvs it Simonides ; the Lords 
kneel to Pericles. Then enter Thaisa, 
with child, with Lychorida, a nurse. The 
King shows her the letter ; she rejoices. 
She and Pericles take leave of her father, 
and depart with Lychorida and their 
Attendants. Then exeunt Simonides and 
the rest. 

By many a dern and painful perch 15 
Of Pericles the careful search, 

By the four opposing coigns 
Which the world together joins. 

Is made with all due diligence 

I'hat horse and sail and high expense 20 

Can stead the quest. At last from Tyre— 

Fame answering the most strange inquire— 

To the court of King Simonides 

Arc letters brought, the tenour these : 

Antiochus and his daughter dead, 25 

The men of Tyrus on the head 

Of Hclicaniis would set on 

The crown of Tyre, but he will none. 

The mutiny he there hastes t' oppress ; 
Says to 'em, if King Pericles 30 

Come not home in twice six moons, 

He, obedient to their dooms. 

Will take the crown. The sum of this. 
Brought hither to Pentapolis, 

Y-ravished the regions round, 35 

And every one with claps can sound 
' Our heir-apparent is a king 1 
Who dream’d, who thought of such a 
thing ?' 

Brief, he must hence depart to Tyre. 

His queen with child makes her desire— 40 
Which who shall cross ?—along to go. 
Omit we all their dole and w^oe. 

Lychorida, her nurse, she takes, 

And so to sea. Their vessel shakes 
On Neptune’s billow ; half the flood 45 
Hath their keel cut: but fortune's mood 
Varies again ; the grizzled north 
Disgorges such a tempest forth 
That, as a duck for life that dives, 

So up and down the poor ship drives. 50 
The lady shrieks, and, wcll-a-near. 

Does fall in travail with her fear; 

And what ensues in this fell storm 
Shall for itself itself perform. 

I niil relate, action may 55 

Conveniently the rest convey ; 

Which might not what by me is told. 

In your imagination hold 

This stage the ship, upon whose deck 

The sea-toss'd Pericles appears to speak. 60 

[Exif. 

Scene 1 . Enter Pericles, a-shipboard. 

Per, Thou god of this great vast, rebuke 
these surges. 

Which wash both heaven and hell; and 
thou that hast 
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Upon the winds command, bind them in 
brass, 

Having call’d them from the deep ! O, still 
Thy deaf’ning dreadful thunders; gently 
quench 5 

Thy nimble sulphurous flashes!—O, how, 
Lychorida, 

How does my queen ?—Thou stormest 
venomously ; 

Wilt thou spit all thyself ? The seaman's 
whistle 

Is as a whisper in the ears of death, 
Unheard.—Lychorida !—Lucina, O 10 
Divinest patroness, and midwife gentle 
To those that cry by night, convey thy 
deity 

Aboard our dancing boat; make swift the 
pangs 

Of my queen’s travails I 

Enter Lychorida, with an Infant. 

Now, Lychorida ! 

Lyc. Here is a thing too young for such 
a place, 

Who, if it had conceit, would die, as 1 
Am like to do. Take in your arms this piece 
Of your dead queen. 

Per. How, liDW, Lychorida ? 

Lyc. Patience, good sir ; do not assist 
the storm. 1» 

Here’s all that is left living of your queen— 
A little daughter. For the sake of it, 

Be manly, and take comfort. 

Per. O you gods ! 

Why do you make us love your goocily gifts. 
And snatch them straight away ? We here 
below -1 

Recall not what we give, and therein may 
Use honour with you. 

Lyc. Patience, good sir, even for this 
charge. 

Per. Now, mild may be thy life! 

For a more blusterous birth had never babe; 
Quiet and gentle thy conditions 1 for 
Thou art the ruddiest welcome to this 
world 

That ever was prince’s child. Happy what 
follows! 

Thou hast as chiding a nativity 
As fire, air, water, earth, and heaven, can 
make. 

To herald thee from the womb, 31 

Even at the first thy loss is more than can 
Thy portage quit with all thou canst find 
here. 

Now the good gods throw their best eyes 
upon’t I 

Enter two Sailors. 

1 SaiL What courage, sir ? God save you I 

Per. Courage enough : I do not fear the 
flaw; 

It hath done to me the worst. Yet, for the 
love 40 


Of this poor infant, this fresh-new seafarer, 
I would it would be quiet. 

1 Sail. Slack the bollns there,—Thou 
wilt not, wilt thou ? Blow, and split thyself, 

2 Sail. But sea-room, an the brine and 
cloudy billow kiss the moon, I care not. 46 

1 Sail. Sir, your cpieen must overboard : 
the sea works high, the wind is loud, and 
will not lie till the ship be clear’d of the 
dead. 

Per. That’s your superstition. 50 

1 SaiL Pardon us, sir; with us at sea it 
hath been still observed, and we are strong 
in custom. 1 herefore briefly yield'er; for 
she must overboard straight. 

Per. As you think meet. Most wretched 
queen I 

Lyc. Mere she lies, sir. 55 

Per. A terrible childbed hast thou had, 
my dear ; 

No light, no fire. Th’ unfriendly elements 
Forgot thee utterly ; nor have I time 
To give thee hallow’d to thy grave, but 
straight 

Must cast thee, scarcely coffin’d, in the 
ooze; 60 

Where, for a monument upon thy bones, 
And aye-remaining lamps, the belching 
whale 

And humming water must o’crw’helm thy 
corpse, 

Lying with simple shells. O Lychorida, 64 
Bid Nestor bring me spices, ink and paper. 
My casket and my jewels; and bid 
Nicander 

Bring me the satin coffer. Lay the babe 
Upon the pillow. Hie thee, whiles 1 say 
A priestly farewell to her. Suddenly, 
w^oman. [Exit Lychorida. 

2 SaiL Sir, we have a chest beneath the 
hatches, caulk’d and bitiimed ready. 71 

Per. 1 thank thee. Mariner, say what 
coast is this ? 

2 SaiL Wc are near Tharsus. 

Per. Thither, gentle mariner. 

Alter thy course for Tyre. When canst thou 
reach it ? 

2 Sail. By break of day, if the wind 
cease. 76 

Per. O, make for Tharsus ! 

There will I visit Cleon, for the babe 
Cannot hold out to Tynis; there I'll leave it 
At careful nursing. Go thy ways, good 
mariner: 80 

I’ll bring the body presently. [Exeunt. 

Scene 11. Ephesus. Cerimon*s house. 

Enter Chrimon, with a Servant, and some 
Persons who have been shipwrecked. 

Cer. Philemon, ho I 

Enter Philemon. 

Phil. Doth my lord call ? 
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Cer. Get fire and meat for these poor men. 
*T'as been a turbulent and stormy night. 
Serv. I have been in many ; but such a 
night as this, 

Till now, I ne’er endured. 

Cer. Your master will be dead ere you 
return ; 

There’s nothing can be minisfred to nature 
That can recover him. {To Philemon] Give 
this to the pothecary, 

And tell me how it works. 

[Exeunt all hut Cerimon. 

Enter two Gentlemen. 

1 Gent. Good morrow. 

2 Geni. Good morrow to your lordship. 
Cer. Gentlemen, why do you stir so early ? 

1 Guit. Sir, 

Our lodgings, standing bleak upon the sea, 
Shook as the earth did quake ; 

The very principals did seem to rend. 

And all to topple. Pure surprise and fear 
Made me to quit the house. 

2 Gj/d. Tiiat is the cause we trouble you 

so early; 

’Tis not our husbandry. 

Cer. O, you say well. 

1 Geni. But I much marvTl that your 

lordship, having 

Pdcli tire about you, should at these early 
hours 

Shake off the golden slumber of repose, 

* ris most strange - i 

Nature should be so conversant with pain. 
Being thereto not compcll’d. 

Cer. 1 hold it ever 

Virtue and cunning were endowments 
greater 

Than nobleness and riches: careless heirs 
May the two latter darken and expend ; 
But immortality attends the former, ,h<> 
Making a man a god. 'Tis known 1 ever 
Have studied physic, through which secret 
art, 

By turning o’er authorities, I have, 
Together with my practice, made familiar 
To me and to my aid the blest infusions v. 
That dwell in vegetives, in metals, stones; 
And I can speak of the disturbances 
That nature works, and of her cures ; which 
doth give me 

A more content in course of true delight 
Than to be thirsty after tottering honour. 
Or tie my treasure up in silken bags, a i 
To please the fool and death. 

2 Gen<. Your honour has through 

Ephesus pour’d forth 

Your charity, and hundreds call themselves 
Your creatures, who by you have been 
restor’d: 45 

And not your knowledge, your personal 
pain, but even 

Your purse, still open, hath built Lord 
Cerimon 


[Act 3 

Such strong renown as time shall never raze. 
Enter two or three Servants with a chest. 

1 Ser. So, lift there. 

Or. What’s that ? 50 

1 Scji*. Sir, even now did the sea toss 
up upon our shore this chest. ’Tis of some 
wreck. 

Cer. Set't down, let's look upon’t. 

2 Gent. 'T’s tike a coffin, sir. 

Cer. Whate’er it be, 55 

’Tis wondrous heavy. Wrench it open 
straight. 

If the sea’s stomach be o’ercharg’d with 
gold. 

'Tis a good constraint of fortune it belches 
upon us. 

2 Gent. 'Tis so, my lord. 

Cer. How close Tis cauik'd and bit limed ! 
Did the sea cast it up ? f 1 

1 Serv. T never saw so huge a billow', sir, 
as toss’d it upon shore. 

Cer. WTcnch it open. Soft 1 It smells 
most sweetly in my sense. 

2 Gent. A delicate odour. 

Cer. As ever hit my nostril. So, up with it. 
O you most potent gods ! What’s here ? 
A corse 1 

1 Geni. Most strange ! 

Cer. Shroiideil in cloth of state ; baJm’d 
and entreasur'd with full bags of spices. 
A passport too. Apollo, perfect me in the 
characters I I Reaxis from a u'roK. 

H *rc I give to iindersland— 

If e’er this cotlin diiws a-hind— 

I. King Peiicles, have lost 75 

This tiueen, worth all cur mundane cost. 
Who finds her, give her burying; 

She was the daughter of a king. 

Besides this treasure for a fee, 

The gods requite his charity ! <so 

If thou livest, Pciides, thou liast a heart 
That ever cracks for w'oe ! Th.'s chanc’d 
to-night. 

2 Gent. Most likely, sir. 

Cer. Nay, certainly to-night; 

For look how fresh she looks ! They were 
too rough 

That threw her in the sea. Make a fire 
within. ^3 

Fetch hither all my boxes in my closet. 

flixil a servant. 

Death may usurp on nature many houis, 
And yet the fire of life kindle again 
The o’erpress’d spirits. 1 heard of an 
Egyptian 

That had nine hours lien dead, <>> 

Who was by good appliance recovered. 

Re-enter a Servant, tviili boxes, napkins, and 
fire. 

Well said, well said ! The fire and cloths. 
The rough and woeful music that we have, 
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Cause it to sound, beseech you. 

The via] once more. How thou stirr’st, thou 
block! os 

The music there ! I pray you give her air. 
Gentlemen, 

This queen will live ; nature awakes ; a 
warmth 

Breathes out of her. She hath not been 
entranc'd o*. 

A])ovc five hours. Sec how she gins to blow 
Into life’s flow'cr again I 

1 Gent. Tlie heavens. 

Through you, increase our wonder, and set up 
Your fame for ever. 

Cer, She is alive. Behold, 

Her eyelids, cases to those heavenly icwcls 
Which Pericles hath lost, begin to part i •, 
Their fringes of bright gold ; the diamonds 
Of a most praised water do appear, 

To make the world twice rich. Live, and 
make 

Us weep to hear your fate, fair creature. 
Rare as you seem to be. (She moves. 

Thai. O dear Diana, where am 1 ? 
Where’s rny lord ? What world is this ? m 

2 Ge if. Is nat this strange ? 

1 Gent. Most rare. 

Cer. Hush, my gentle neighbours ! 

Lend me your hands : to the next chamber 
bear her; jir 

Get linen. Now this matter must be look'd 
to, 

For her relapse is mortal. 

Come, come ; and .disrulapius guide us * 

[H.veuu/, carrying her away. 

ScKNH III. Tliarsus. Cleon's house. 

Enter PmacLSis, Cleon, Dionyza, ami 
LycHvIIIida with Marina in her arms. 

Per. Most lionour’d Cleon, I must needs 
be gone; 

My twelve months arc expir’d, and Tyrus 
stands 

In a litigious peace. You and your lady 
Take from my heart all thankfulness ! d he 
gods 

Make up the rest upon yon ! 5 

Cle. Your shafts of fortune, thougli they 
hurt you mortally, 

Yet glance full wand'ringly on us. 

Dio. O your sweet queen ! 

That the strict F'ates had pleas’d you had 
brought her hither, 

To have bless'd mine eyes with her! 

Per. We cannot but obey 

The powers above us. Could I rage and 
roar to 

As doth the sea she lies in, yet the end 
Must be as 'tis. My gentle babe Marina, 
whom, 

For she was born at sea, 1 have nam'd so, 
here 

I charge your charity withal, leaving her 


The infant of your care ; beseeching you j 5 
I'o give her princely training, that she may 
Be manner'd as she is born. 

Cle. Fear not, my lord, but think 
Your grace, that fed my country with your 
corn, 

For which the people’s prayers still fall 
upon you, 

Must in your child be thought on. If 
neglcction .<> 

Should therein make me vile, the common 
body, 

Bv' you reliev’d, would force me to my duty. 
Hut it to tliat my nature need a spur, 

The g*)ds revenge it upon me and mine 
Fo the end of generation ! 

Per. 1 believe you ; 

Your honour and your goodness teach me 
to’t 

Without your vows. Till she be married, 
madam, 

By bright l>iana, whom wc honour all, :f? 
Unscissor’d shall this hair of mine remain, 
I'boagh I show' ill in’t. So 1 take my 
leave. 

(iood madam, make me blessed in your care 
In bringing up my child. 

Dio. I have one myself, 

Wiio shall not be more dear to my respect 
riian ycurs, my lord. 

Per. Madam, my thanks and prayeis. 

Cle. We’ll bring your Grace e’en to the 
edge o’ th’ shore, 

Then give you up to the mask’d Neptune and 
The gentlest winds of heaven. 

Per. I will embrace 

Your offer. Come, dearest madam. O, no 
tears, 

Lychorida, no tears. 

Look to your little mistress, on whose 
grace -ic) 

You may depend hereafter. Come, my lord. 

(Exetmt. 

SciiNE IV. Ephesus. Cerimen's house. 

Enter Cerimon and Thaisa. 

Cer. Madam, this letter, and some certain 
jewels, 

Lay with you in your coffer; w'hich are 
At your command. Know you the char¬ 
acter ? 

Thai. It is my lord's. 4 

That I was shipp’d at sea 1 w^ell remember. 
Even on my eaning time; but whether 
there 

Delivered, by the holy gods, 

I cannot rightly say. But since King 
Pericles, 

My wedded lord, I ne'er shall sec again, 

A vestal livery will 1 take me to, lo 

And never more have joy, 

Cer. Madam, if this you purpose as yc 
speak. 
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Diana's temple is not distant far, 

Where you may abide till your date 
expire. 

Moreover, if you please, a niece of mine 15 
Shall there attend you. 

Thai, My recompense is thanks, that’s all; 
Yet my good will is great, though the gift 
small. [Hxacni. 

ACT FOUR 
Enter Gower. 

Gow. Imagine Pericles arriv’d at Tyre, 
Welcom’d and settled to his own desire. 
His woeful queen we leave at Ephesus, 
Unto D ana there a votaress. 

Now to Marina bend your mind, ? 

Whom our fast-growing scene must find 
At Tharsus, and by Cleon train’d 
In musi:, letters; wlio hath gain’d 
Of education all the grace, 0 

Which makes her both the heart and place 
Of general wonder. But, alack. 

That monster Envy, oft the wrack 
Of earned praise, Marina’s life 
Seeks to take off by treason’s knife. 

And in this kind hath our Cleon 15 

One daughter, and a wench full grown, 
Even ripe for marriage-rite ; this maid 
Hight Philoten ; and it is said 
For certain in our story, she 
Would ever with Marina be. 20 

Be’t when she weav’d the sleidcu silk 
With fingers long, small, white as milk; 
Or when she would with sharp needle wound 
The cambric, which she made more sound 
By hurting it; or wlien to th’ lute 
She sung, and made the night-bird mute, 
That still records with moan ; or when 
She would with rich and constant pen 
Vail to her mistress Dian ; still 
This Philoten contends in skill 30 

With absolute Marina. So 
The dove of Paphos might with the crow 
Vie feathers white. Marina gets 
All praises, which arc paid as debts. 

And not as given. This so darks 35 

In Philoten all graceful marks 
That Cleon’s wife, with envy rare, 

A present murderer does prepare 
For good Marina, that her daughter 
Might stand peerless by this slaughter, 40 
The sooner her vile thoughts to stead, 
Lychorida, our nurse, is dead ; 

And cursed Dionyza hath 
The pregnant instrument of wrath 
Prest for this blow. The unborn event 43 
I do commend to your content; 

Only 1 carry winged time 

Post on the lame feet of my rhyme; 

Which never could I so convey 

Unless your thoughts went on my way. 50 

Dionyza does appear. 

With Leonine, a murderer* [ExiL 
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[Act 4 

Scene I. Tharsm. An open place near 
ike seashore. 

Enter Dionyza and Leonine. 

Dio. Thy oath remember; thou hast 
sworn to do’t. 

*Tis but a blow, which never shall be known. 
Thou canst not do a thing in the world so 
soon 

To yield thee so much profit. Let not con¬ 
science, 

Which is hut cold, inflaming love in thy 
bosom, '5 

Inflame too nicely ; nor let pity, which 
Ewn w omen have cast off, melt thee, but he 
A soldier to thy purpose. 

Leon. I will clo’t; but yet she is a goodly 
creature. 

Dio. The titter, then, the gods should 
have her. 

Here she comes weeping for her only 
mistress’ death. 

Thou art resolv’d ? 12 

Leon. 1 am resolv’d. 

Enter Marina uith a basket of floucrs. 

Mar. No, 1 will rob I'elliis of her W'eed, 
To strew thy green with flowers. The 
yellows, blues, 13 

The purple violets, and marigolds. 

Shall as a carpet hang upon thy grave 
While summer days do last. Ay me ! poor 
maid, 

Born in a tempest, when my mother died. 
This world to me is like a lasting storm, .0 
Whirring me from my friends. 

Dio. How now, Marina ! Why do you 
keep alone ? 

How chance my daughter is not with you ? 
Do not 

Consume your blood with sorrowing ; you 
have 

A nurse of mo. Lord, how your favour’s 
chang’d 25 

With this unprofitable woe ! Come, 

Give me your flowers. On the sea margent 
Walk with Leonine; the air is quick there, 
And it pierces and sharpens the stomach. 
Come, 

Leonine, take her by the arm, w^alk with 
her. 30 

Mar. No, I pray you ; 

I’ll not bereave you of your servant. 

Dio. Come, come; 

I love the king your father, and yourself. 
With more than foreign heart. We every 
<lay 35 

Expect him here. When he shall come, and 
find 

Our paragon to all reports thus blasted, 

He will repent the breadth of his great 
voyage; 

Blame both my lord and me that we have 
taken 
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No care to your best courses. Go, 1 pray 
you, 40 

Walk, and be cheerful once again ; reserve 
That excellent complexion wiiich did steal 
The eyes of young and old. Care not for me; 
I can go home alone. 

Mar. Well, I will go ; 

But yet I have no desire to it. 45 

Dio, Come, come, 1 know 'tis good for 
you. 

Walk half an hour, Leonine, at the least. 
Remember what 1 have said. 

Leon. I warrant you, madam. 

Dio. ril leave you, my sweet lady, for 
a while. 4 ') 

Pray walk softly ; do not heat your blood. 
What! I must have care of you. 

Mar. My thanks, sweet madam. 

lExd Dionyza. 

Is this wind westerly that blows ? 

Leon. South-west. 

Mar. When I was born the wind was 
north. 

Leon. Was’t so ? 

Mar. My father, as nurse says, did never 
fear, 

But cried ‘ Good seamen ! ’ to the sailors, 
galling 55 

His kingly hands hauling ropes ; 

And, clasping to the mast, endur'd a sea 
That almost burst the deck. 

Leon. When was this ? 

Mar. When 1 was born. 60 

Never was waves nor wind more violent; 
And from the ladder-tackle washes oif 
A canvas-climber. ‘ Ha ! ’ says one ' wolt 
out r' 

And with a dropping industry they skip 
From stern to stern; the boatswain 
whistles, and 

Themaster calls, and trebles their confusion. 
Leon. Come, say your prayers. 

Mar. What mean you ? 

Leon. It you require a little space for 
praver, 

I grant it. Pray ; but be not tedious, for 
The gods are quick of ear, and 1 am sworn 
To do my work with haste. 

Mar. Whv win you kill me ? 

Leon. To satisfy my lady. 

Mar, Why would she have me kill’d 7 
Noav, as I can remember, by my troth, 

I never did her hurt in all my life. 

I never spake bad word, nor did ill turn 
To any living creature. Believe me, la, 

1 never kill’d a mouse, nor hurt a fly ; 

1 trod upon a worm against my will, 

But 1 wept for it. How have 1 oflended, 
Whereinmy deathmightyield herany profit, 
Or my life imply her any danger 7 

Leon. My commission 

Is not to reason of the deed, but do't. S 5 
Mar. You will not doT for all the world, 
I hope. 


You are well-favour’d, and your looks fore¬ 
show 

You have a gentle heart. I saw yon lately 
When you caught hurt in parting two that 
fought. 

Good sooth, it show’d well in you. Do so 
now: iyo 

Your lady seeks my life; come you be¬ 
tween. 

And save poor me, the weaker, 

Leon. I am sworn, 

And wdli dispatch. [Seizes her. 

Eniei Pirates, 

1 Pirate. Hold, villain ! 

[Leonine runs away. 

2 Pirate. A prize 1 a prize ! 

3 Pirate. Half part, mates, half part! 
Come, let’s have her aboard suddenly. 

lExeiiMi Pirates with Marina. 
Re-enier Leonine. 

Leon. These roguing thieves serve the 
great pirate Valdes, 

And they have seiz'd Marina. Let her go ; 
There's no hope she will return. I’ll swear 
she’s dead 100 

And thrown into the sea. But I’ll see 
further. 

Perhaps they will but please themselves 
upon her, 

Not carry her aboard. If she remain, 
Whom they have ravish’d must by me be 
slain. [Exit. 

Scene II. Myiilcne. A brothel. 
Enter Pander, Bawd, and Boult. 
Pand. Boult! 

Boidi. Sir 7 

Pand. Search the market narrowly. 
Mytilene is full of gallants. We lo:t too 
much money this mart by being too 

wenchless. 5 

Bawd. We were never so much out of 
creatures. We have but poor three, and 
they can do no more than they can do ; 
and they with continual action are even as 
good as rotten. 9 

Pand. Therefore let’s have fresh ones, 

whate’er we pay for them. If there be not 
a conscience to be us’d in every trade, we 
shall never prosper. 

Bawd. Thou say’st true; 'tis not our 
bringing up of poor bastards—as, I think, 
I have brought up some eleven— 15 

Boult. Ay, to eleven ; and brought them 
down again. But shall I search the market 7 
Bawd. What else, man 7 The stuff we 
have, a strong wind will blow it to pieces, 
they are so pitifully sodden, 

Pand. Thou sayest true; they are too 
unwholesome, o* conscience. 'Ihe poor 
Transylvanian is dead that lay with the 
little baggage. 
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Boult Ay, she quickly poop’d him ; she 
made him roast meat for worms. But 1*11 
go search the market. [Exit 

Pand, Three or four thousand chequins 
were as pretty a proportion to live quietly, 
and so give over. 

Bawd. Why to give over, I pray you ? Is 
it a shame to get when we are old ? 

Pand. O, our credit comes not in like the 
commodity, nor the commodity wages not 
with the danger; therefore, if in our 
youths we could pick up some pretty 
estate, ’twere not amiss to keep our door 
h itch’d. Besides, the sore terms we stand 
upon with the gods will be strong with us 
for giving o’er. 

Bawd, Come, other sorts offend as well 
as wc. 35 

Pand, As well as we! Ay, and better 
too ; we offend worse. Neither is our pro¬ 
fession any trade ; it’s no calling. But here 
comes Boult. 

Re-enter Boult, with the Pirates and 
Marina. 

Boult. [To Marina] Come your ways.— 
My masters, you say she’s a virgin ? 40 

1 Pirate. O, sir, we doubt it not. 

Boult Master, I have gone through for 
this piece you see. If you like her, so ; if 
not. 1 have lost my earnest. 

Bjiwd. Boult, has she any qualities ? 45 

Bouit She has a good face, speaks well, 
and has excellent good clothes ; there’s no 
farther necessity of qualities can make her 
be refus’d. 

Bawd. What’s her price, Boult ? 

Boult. I cannot be bated one doit of a 
thousand pieces. 51 

Pand. Well, follow me, n y masters ; you 
shall have your money presently. Wife, 
take her in ; instruct her what she has to 
do, that she may not be raw in her enter¬ 
tainment. [HxtM it Pander and Pirates. 

Bawd. Boult, take you the marks of her— 
the colour of her hair, complexion, height, 
her age, with warrant of her virginity ; and 
cry ' He that will give most shall have her 
first ’. Such a maidenhead were no cheap 
thing, if men were as they have been. Get 
this done as I command you. <<i 

Boult. Performance shall follow. [Exit 
Mar. Alack that Leonine was so slack, 
so slow! 

He should have struck, not spoke ; or that 
these pirates. 

Not enough barbarous, had not o’erboard 
thrown me 

For to seek my mother I 66 

Bawd. Why lament you, pretty one ? 
Mar. That I am pretty. 

Bawd. Come, the gods have done their 
part in you. 

Mar. I accuse them not. 70 


[Act 4 

Bawd. You are light into my hands, where 
you are like to live. 

Mar. Ihe more my fault 
To scape his hands where I was like to 
die. 

Baird. Ay, and you shall live in pleasure. 
Mar. No. 76 

Bawd. Yes, indeed shall you, and taste 
gentlemen of all fashions. You shall fare 
well; you shall have the difference of all 
complexions. What! do you stop your 
ears ? so 

Mar. Are you a woman ? 

Bawd. What would you have me be, an 
1 be not a woman ? ^ ^ 

Mar. An honest woman, or not a weman. 
Bawd. Marry, whip thee, gosling! 1 think 
I shall have something to do with you. 
Come, you’re a young foolish sapling, and 
must be bow’d as I would have you. 

Mar. The gods defend me I Su 

Bawd. If it please the gods to defend you 
by men, then men must comfort you, men 
must feed you, men must stir you up. 
Boult’s return’d. 

Re-enter Boult. 

Now, sir, hast thou cried her through the 
market ? 

Boult. I have cried her almost to the 
number of her hairs; I have drawn her 
picture with my voice. < 5 

Bawd. And 1 prithee tell me bow dost 
thou find the inclination of the people, 
especially of the younger sort ? 

Boult. Faitii, they listened to me as they 
would have hearkened to their father's 
testament. There was a Spaniard’s mouth 
so wat’red that he went to bed to her very 
description. loj 

Bawd. We shall have him here to-morrow 
with his best ruff on. 

Boult. To-night, to-night. But, mistress, 
do you know the French knight that cowers 
i’ th’ hams ? 100 

Bawd. Who ? Monsieur Verolcs ? 

Boult. Ay, he ; he offered to cut a caper 
at the proclamation ; but he made a groan 
at it, and swore he would sec her to¬ 
morrow. 110 

Bawd. Well, well; as for him, he brought 
his disease hither : here he does but repair 
it. I know he will come in our shadow to 
scatter his crowns in the sun. 

Boult. Well, if we had of every nation a 
traveller, we should lodge them with this 
sign. 1 J 5 

Bawd. [To Marina] Pray you, come 
hither awhile. You have fortunes coming 
upon you. Mark me : you must seem to do 
that fearfully which you commit willingly ; 
to despise profit where you have most gain. 
To weep that you live as ye do makes pity 
in your lovers; seldom but that pity 
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begets you a good opinion, and that opinion 
a mere profit. i-j 

Mar. 1 understand you not. 

Bmlt. O, take her home, mistress, take 
her home. These blushes of hers must be 
quench'd with some present practice. 

Bawd, Thou sayest true, i’ faith, so they 
must; for your bride goes to that with 
shame which is her way to go with 
warrant. 

Boult, Faith, some do, and some do not. 
But, mistress, if I have bargain'd for the 
joint— lu 

BawJ, Thou mayst cut a morsel oft' the 
spit. 

Boult. I may so. 

BawJ. Who should deny it ? Come, 
young one, I lilce the manner of your gar¬ 
ments well. 1 i5 

Boult. Ay, by my faith, they shall not be 
chang’d yet. 

Bawd, Boult, spend thou that in the 
town : report what a sojourner wc have; 
you’ll lose nothing by custom. When 
n icure fram’d this piece she meant thee a 
good lurn ; therefore say what a paragon 
she is, and thou hast the harvest out of 
tiiiu.^ own report. m * 

Bmlt. 1 warrant you, mistress, thunder 
shall not so awake the beds of eels 
as my giving out her beauty stir up 
the lewdly inclined. I'll bring home some 
to-nrght. 

D'HvJ. Come your ways ; follow me. 
Mar. If fires be hot, knives sharp, or 
waters deep, 

Untied 1 still my virgin knot will keep. 

Di iria aid my purpose ! i.\, 

BjwJ. Wimt have we to do with Diana ? 
Pray you will you go with us ? [Exeunt. 

Scene 111 . Tharsus. Cleon's house. 
Enter Cleon and Dionyza. 

Dio. Why are you foolish ? Can it be 
undone ? 

Cle. O Dionyza, such a piece of slaughter 
The sun and moon ne’er look’d upon ! 

Dh. I think 

You’ll turn a child again. 

C/e. Were 1 chief lord of all this spacious 
world, 5 

I'd give it to undo the deed. O lady. 

Much less in blood than virtue, yet a 
princess 

To equal any single crown o’ th' earth 
r th’ justice of compare! O villain 
Leonine! 

Whom than hast pois’ned too. 

If thou hadst drunk to him, 't had been a 
kindness 

Becoming well thy fact. What canst thou 
say 

When noble Pericles shall demand his child? 


Dio. That she is dead. Nurses are not 
the Fates, 

To foster it, nor ever to preserve. 15 

She died at night; I’ll say so. Who can 
cross it ? 

Unless you play the pious innocent. 

And for an honest attribute cry out 
‘ She died by foul play ’. 

Cle. O, go to. Well, well. 

Of all the faults beneath the heavens the 
gods 20 

Do like this worst. 

Dio. Be one of those that thinks 

The petty wrens of Tharsus will fly hence, 
And open this to Pericles. I do shame 
To think of what a noble strain you are, 
And of how coward a spirit. 

Cle. lo such proceeding 

Who ever but his approbation added, i;(> 
Though not his prime consent, he did not 
flow 

From honourable sources. 

Dio. Be it so, then. 

Yet none does know, but you, how she 
came dead, 

Nor none can know, Leonine being gone. 
She did distain my child, and stood 
between 31 

Her and her fortunes. None would look on 
her, 

But cast their gazes on Marina’s face ; 
Whilst ours was blurted at, and held a 
mawkin, 

Not worth the time of day. It pierc’d me 
thorough; 35 

And though you call my course unnatural, 
You not your child well loving, yet I find 
It greets me as an enterprise of kindness 
Perform’d to your sole daughter. 

Cle. Heavens forgive it ! 

Dio. And as for Pericles, 40 

Wnat should he say ? We wept after her 
hearse. 

And yet wc mourn ; her monument 
Is almost finish’d, and her epitaphs 
In glittering goldca characters express 
A general praise to her, and care in us 45 
At whose expense ’tis done. 

Cle. Thou art like the harpy, 

Which, to betray, dost, with thine angel’s 
face, 

Seize with thine eagle’s talons. 

Dio. You are like one that superstitiously 
Doth swear to the gods that winter kills the 
flics ; 50 

But yet I know you’ll do as I advise. 

[Exeun/. 

Scene IV. Before Marina's monument at 
Tharsus. 

Enter Gower. 

Gow. Thus time we waste, and longest 
leagues make short; 
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Safi seas in cockles, have an wish but for*t; 
Makmg, to take our imagination, 

From bourn to bourn, region to region. 

By you being pardon'd, we commit no 
crime 5 

To use one langauge in each several clime 
Where our scenes seem to live. 1 do beseech 
you 

To learn of me, who stand i' th' gaps to 
teach you 

The stages of our story. Pericles 0 

Is now again thwarting the wayward seas. 
Attended on by many a lord and knight. 
To see his daughter, all his life's delight. 
Old Helicanus goes along. Behind 
Is left to govern it, you bear in mind, 

Old E:)Canc?, whom Helicanus late 15 
Advanc'd in time to great and high estate. 
Weil-sailing ships and bounteous winds 
have brought 

This king to Iharsus—think this pilot 
thought; 

So with his steerage shall your thoughts 
grow on— 

To fetch his daughter home, who first is 
gone. >0 

Like motes and shadows see them move 
awhile; 

Your ears unto your eyes I’ll reconcile. 

Dumb show. 

Enter Pericles, at one door, with all his 
Train : Cleon and Dionyza at the other. 
Cleon shows Pericles the tomb of Marina, 
whereat Pericles makes lamentation, puis on 
sackcloth, and in a mighty passion departs. 
Then exeunt Cleon and Dionyza. 

Sec how belief may suffer by foul show ! 
This borrowed passion stands for true old 
woe; 

And Pericles, in sorrow all devour’d, -5 
With sighs shot through and biggest tears 
o'ershower'd, 

Leaves Tharsus, and again embarks. He 
swears 

Never to wash his face nor cut his hairs ; 
He puts on sackcloth, and to sea. He bears 
A tempest which his mortal vessel tears, 30 
And yet he rides it out. Now please you wit 
The epitaph is for Marina writ 
By wicked Dionyza. [Reads the inscription 
on Marina's monument. 
‘The fairest, sweetest, and best lies here. 
Who withered in her spring of year. 35 

She was of Tyrus the King’s daughter. 

On whom foul death hath made this 
slaughter; 

Marina was she call'd ; and at her birth, 
Thetis, being proud, swallowed some part o' 
th' earth; 

Therefore the earth, fearing to be o'er- 
dowed, 40 

Hath Thetis' birth-child on the heavens 
bestowed; 
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Wherefore she does—and swears she'll 
never stint— 

Make raging battery upon shores of flint.’ 

No visor does become black villainy 
So well as soft and tender flattery. 45 
Let Pericles believe his daughter's dead, 
And bear his courses to be ordered 
By Lady Fortune; while our scene must 
play 

His daughter's woe and heavy well-a-day 
In her unholy service. Patience, then, 50 
And think you now are all in Mytilen. 

[Exit. 

Scene V. Mytilene. A street before the 
brothel. 

Enter, from the brothel, two Gentlemen. 

1 Gent. Did you ever hear the like ? 

2 Gent. No, nor never shall do in such a 

place as this, she being once gone. 3 

1 Gent. But to have divinity preach'd 
there ! Did you ever dream of such a thing ? 

2 Gent. No, no. Come, I am for no more 
bawdy-houses. Shall's go hear tlic vestals 
sing ? 

1 Gent. I'll do anything now that is 
virtuous ; but 1 am out of the road of 
rutting for ever. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI. Mytilene. A room in the brothel. 

Enter Pander, Bawd, and Boult. 

Pand. Well, 1 had rather than twice the 
worth of her she had ne'er come here. 

Bawd. Fie, fie, upon her! She's able to 
freeze the god Priapus, and undo a whole 
generation. We must either get her 
ravished or be rid of her. When she should 
do for clients her fitment, and do me the 
kindness of our profession, she has me her 
quirks, her reasons, her master-reasons, her 
prayers, her knees; that she would make 
a puritan of the devil, if he should cheapen 
a Kiss of her. 10 

Boult. Faith, I must ravish her, or she'll 
disfurnish us of all our cavallcria and make 
our swearers priests. 

Pand. Now the pox upon her green¬ 
sickness for me! 

Bawd. Faith there's no way to be rid on't 
but by the way to the pox. Here comes the 
Lord Lysimachus disguised. 16 

Boult. We should have both lord and 
lown, if the peevish baggage would but give 
way to customers. 

Enter Lysimachus. 

Lys. How now! How a dozen of 
virginities ? 

Bawd. Now, the gods to bless your 
Honour! 20 

Boult I am glad to see your Honour in 
good health. 
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Lys. You may so ; 'tis the better for you 
that your resorters stand upon sound legs. 
How now! Wholesome iniquity have you, 
that a man may deal withal and defy the 
surgeon ? -^5 

Bawd, We have here one, sir, if she would 
—but there never came her like in 
Mytilcne. 

Lys, If she’d do the deed of darkness, 
thou wouldst say. 

Bawd, Your Honour knows what ’tis to 
say well enough. 31 

Lys, Well, call forth, call forth. 

Bonlt, For flesh and blood, sir, w'hite and 
red, you shall .see a rose; and she were a 
rose indeed, if she had but— 3:; 

Lys, What, prithee ? 

Boult, O, sir, 1 can be modest. 

Lvs. That dignifies the renown of a bawd 
no less than it gives a good report to a 
number to be chaste. [Exit Boult, 

Bawd, Here conies that which grows to 
the stalk—never plucked yet, I can assure 
you. 41 

Re-enter Boult with Marina. 

Is she not a fair creature ? 

Lys. Faith, she would serve after a long 
voyage at sea. Well, there's for you. Leave 
us. 

Bawd, I beseech your Honour, give me 
leave: a word, and I’ll have done 
presently. 4 «' 

Lys, I beseech you, do. 

Bawd, [Aside to Marina] First, 1 would 
have you note this is an honourable man. 

Mar. I desire to find him so, that I may 
worthily note him. 5 » 

Bawd, Next, he’s the governor of this 
country, and a man whom 1 am bound to. 

Mar. If he govern the country, you are 
bound to liim indeed ; but how honourable 
he is in that I know not. 

Bawd, Pray you, without any more 
virginal fencing, will you use him kindly ? 
He will line your apron with gold. 

Mar. What he will do graciously I will 
thankfully receive. 

Lys, Ha’ you done ? 

Bawd, My lord, she’s not pac’d yet; you 
must take some pains to w'ork her to your 
manage. Come, we will leave his Honour 
and her together. Go thy ways. 

[Exeunt Bawd, Pander, and Boult, 
Lys, Now, pretty one, how long have you 
been at this trade ? bo 

Mar. What trade, sir ? 

Lys, Why, I cannot name’t but I shaU 
offend. 

Mar. I cannot be offended with my trade. 
Please you to name it. 70 

Lys, How long have you been of this 
profession ? 

Mar. E’er since 1 can remember* 


Lys, Did you go to’t so young ? Were 
you a gamester at five or at seven ? 

Mar. Earlier too, sir, if now 1 be one. 75 
Lys, Why, the house you dwell in pro¬ 
claims you to be a creature of sale. 

Mar. Do you know this house to be a 
place of such resort, and will come into’t ? 
I hear say you’re of honourable parts, and 
are the governor of this place. 80 

Lys, Why, hath your principal made 
known unto you who 1 am ? 

Mar. Who is my principal ? 83 

Lys, Why, your herb-woman ; she that 
sets seeds and roots of shame and iniquity, 
O, you have heard soniething of my power, 
and so stand aloof for more serious wooing. 
But 1 protest to thee, pretty one, my 
authority shall not see thee, or else look 
friendly upon thee. Come, bring me to 
some private place. Come, come. 00 

Mar, If you were born to honour, show 
it now; 

If put upon you, make the judgment good 
'that thought you worthy of it. 

Lys, How ’s this ? how’s this ? Some 
more; be sage. 

Mar. For me. 

That am a maid, though most ungentle 
fortune 95 

Have plac’d me in this sty, where, since I 
came, 

Diseases have been sold dearer than 
physic— 

That the gods 

Would set me free from this unhallowed 
place, 

TTiough they did change me to the meanest 
bird 100 

That flics i' th’ purer air! 

Lys. I did not think 

Thou couldst have spoke so well; ne’er 
dreamt thou couldst. 

Had I brought hither a corrupted mind, 
lliy speech had altered it. Hold, here’s 
gold for thee: 

Persever in that clear w'ay thou goest, 105 
And the gods strengthen thee! 

Mar. The good gods preserve you I 
Lys. For me, be you though ten 
That I came with no ill intent; for to me 
The very doors and windows savour vilely. 
Fare thee well. Thou art a piece of virtue, 
and iTo 

I doubt not but thy training hath been 
noble. 

Hold, here’s more gold for thee. 

A curse upon him, die he like a thief. 

That robs thee of thy goodness! If thou 
dost 

Hear from me, it shall be for thy good. 115 
Re-enter Boult. 

BouU, 1 beseech your Honour, one piece 
for me. 
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Lys* Avaunt, thou damned door keeper! 
Your house, but for this virgin that doth 
prop it, I 

Would sink and overwhelm you. Away ! 

[Hxit. 

Boult. How’s this ? We must take an¬ 
other course with you. If your peevish 
chastiiy, which is not worth a breakfast in 
the cheapest country under the cope, shall 
undo a whole household, let me be gelded 
like a spaniel. Come your ways. 

Mar. Whither would you have me ? 

Boiilt. 1 must have your maidenhead 
taken off, or the common hangman shall 
execut^j it. Come your ways. We'll have 
no more gentlemen driven away. Come 
your ways, 1 say. i-** 

Re-enter Bawd, 

Bawd. How now ! What’s the matter ? 

Boult. Worse and wv>rsc, mistress ; she 
h i5 here spoken holy words to the Lord 
Lysimachus. 

Bawd. O abominable ! 

Boult. She makes our profession as it 
were to stink a ore the face of the gods. i 

BtmJ. Marry, hang her up for ever! 

Boult. Th:i nobleman would have dealt 
with her like a nobleman, and she sent him 
away as cold as a snowball; saying his 
prayers too. i.v* 

Bawd. Boult, take her away ; use her at 
thy pleasure. Crack the glass of her 
virginity, and make the red milleahle. 

Boult. An if she were a thornier piece of 
gr ound than she is, she siiall be ploughed. 

Mar. Hark, hark, you gods ! ii5 

BawJ. She conjures. Away with her. 
Would slie had never come within my 
doors ! Marry, hang you ! She's born to 
undo us. Will you not go the way of 
womenkind ? Marry, conic up, my dish of 
chastity with rvisemary and bays I [Exit. 

Boult. Come, mistress ; come your ways 
with me. 151 

Mar. Whither wilt thou have me ? 

Boult. To take from you the jewel you 
hold so dear. 

M ir. Prithee tell me one thing first. i 

BouU. Come now, your one thing. 15:. 

Mar. What canst thou wish thine enemy 
to be ? 

BouH. Why, I could wish him to be my 
master, or, rather, my mistress. 

Mar. Neither of these are so bad as thou 
art, 13 

Since they do better thee in their command. 
Thou hold'st a place for which the pained'st 
fiend 

Of hell would not in reputation change ; 
Thou art the damned doorkeeper to every' 
Coistrel that comes inquiring for his Tib; 
To the choleric fisting of cveiy rogue 1^*5 

Thy ear is liable ; thy food is such 
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As hath been belch'd on by infected lungs. 

BouU. What would you have me do ? Go 
to the wars, would you, where a man may 
serve seven years for the loss of a leg, and 
have not money eiuHigh in the end to buy 
him a wooden one ? 171 

Mar. Do anything but this thou doest. 
Empty 

Old receptacles, or common shores, of filth ; 
Serve by indenture to the common hang¬ 
man. 1:4 

Any of these ways arc yet better than this ; 
For w'hat thou professest, a baboon, could 
he speak, 

Would own a name too dear. That the gods 
Would safely deliver me from this place I 
Here, here’s gold for thee. 

If that thy master would gain by me, iSc. 
Proclaim that 1 can sing, weave, sew, and 
dance, 

With other \irtues which Til keep from 
boast; 

And I will undertake all these to teach. 

I doubt not bj*^ this populous city will 
Yield many scholars. 1 3 

Boult. But can you teach all this you 
speak of ? 

Mar. Prove that I cannot, take me home 
again 

And prostitute me to the basest groom 
That doth frequent your house. 

Boult. Well, 1 will see what 1 can do for 
thee. If I can place thee, I will. i m 

Mar. But amongst honest women ? 
Boult. Faith, my acquaintance lies little 
amongst them. But since my master and 
mistress have bought y'ou, there's no going 
but by their consent, t herefore I will make 
them acquainted with your purpose, and I 
doubt not but I shall find them tractable 
enough. Come, I'll do for thee what I can ; 
come your ways. [Exeu; C 

ACT FIVE 
Enter Gower. 

Gow. Marina thus the brothel scapes and 
chances 

Into an honest house, our story says. 

She sings like one immortal, and she dances 
As goddess-Hke to lier admired lays ; 

Deep clerks she dumbs; and with her 
needle composes 5 

Nature’s own shape of bud, bird, braiKh, 
or berry, 

That even her art sisters the natural roses ; 
Her inkle, silk, tw in with the rubied cherry ; 
That pupils lacks she none of noble race, 
Who pour their bounty on her; and her 
gain 10 

She gives the cursed bawd. Here we her 
place; 

And to her father turn our thoughts again. 
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Where we left him on the sea. We there him 
lost; 

Whence, driven before the winds, he is 
arriv’d 

Here where his daughter dwells : and on 
this coast 3 5 

Suppose hitn now at anchor. The city 
striv’d 

God Neptune's annual feast to keep : from 
whence 

Lysimachus our Tyrian ship espies, 

His banners sable, trimm’d with rich 
expense; jw 

And to him in his barge with fervour hies. 
In your supposing once more put your 
sight. 

Of heavy Pericles, think this his bark ; 
Where what is done in action, more, if 
might, 

Shall be discover'd ; please you sit and 
hark. [Exh. 

Scene I. On hoard Pericles' ship, off 
Mylilene. A pavilion on dn'k with a 
curtain before it ; Pericles within it, 
reclining on a couch, A barge lying beside 
the Tyrian vessel. 

Enter two Sailors, om belonging lo the 
Tyrian vessel, the olhir to the barge ; to 
them Helicanus, 

Tyr. Sail. fTo the Sailor of Mytilene] 
Where is Lord Helicanus ? He can resolve 
you. 

O, here he is. 

Sir, there is a barge put off from Mytilene, 
And in it is Lysimachus the Governor, 
Who craves to come aboard. What is your 
will ? 5 

lUl. That lie have his. Call up some 
gentlemen. 

Tyr, Sail. Ho, gentlemen ! my lord calls. 

Enter two or three Gentlemen. 

1 Gent. Doth your lordship call ? 

Hel, Gentlemen, there is some of worth 
would come aboard ; 

I pray greet him fairly. lo 

IThe Gentlemen and the two Sailors 
descend, and go on board the barge. 

Enter, from thence, Lysimachus and Lords, 
with the Gentlemen and the two Sailors. 
Tyr. Sail. Sir, 

This is the man that can, in aught you 
would, 

Resolve you. 

Lys. Hail, reverend sir! The gods pre¬ 
serve you I 34 

Hel. And you, sir, to outlive the age I am, 
And die as I would do. 

Lys. You wish me well. 

Being on shore, honouring of Neptune's 
triumphs, 

Seeing tiiis goodly vessel ride before us, 


I made to it, to know of whence you are. 19 
Hel. First, what is your place ? 

Lys, I am the Governor 

Of this place you lie before. 

Hel, Sir, 

Our vessel is of Tyre, in it the King ; 

A man w'ho for this three months hath not 
spoken 

To any one, nor taken sustenance i-s 

But to prorogue his grief. 

Lys. Upon what ground is his dis- 
temperature ? 

Hel 'Twould be too tedious to repeat; 
But the main grief springs from the loss 
Of a beloved daughter and a wife. ?,<> 

Lys. May we not sec him ? 

Hel, You may ; 

But bootless is your sight—he will not speak 
To any. 

Lys. Yet let me obtain my wish. 

Hel B •hel l him. [Pericles discovered] This 
was a goodly person ’,5 

Till the disaster that, one mortal night, 
Drove him lo this. 

Lys. Sir King, all hail! The gods 
preserve you! 

Hail, royal sir I 

Hel It is in vain; he will not speak to 
you. 40 

I Lord. Sir, we have a maid in Mytilene, 
I durst wager, 

Would win some words of him. 

Lys. 'lis well bethought. 

She, questionless, with her sweet harmony 
And other chosen attractions, would allure, 
AnJ make a batt'ry through his deafen'd 
parts, 46 

Which now are midway stopp’d. 

She is all happy as the fairest of all, 

/Vnd, with her fellow maids, is now upon 
The leafy shelter that abuts against ?o 
The island’s side. [He whispers First Lord, 
who goes off in the barge of Lysimachus. 
Hel. Sure, all's effectless ; yet nothfng 
we’ll omit 

That bears recoverv^'s name. But, since 
your kindness 

We have stretch’d thus far, let us beseech 
you 54 

That for our gold we may provision have. 
Wherein we are not destitute for want, 
But weary for the staleness. 

Lys. O sir, a courtesy 

Which if we should deny, the most just gods 
For every graff would send a caterpillar. 
And so inflict our province. Yet once more 
Let me entreat to know at large the cause 
Of your king's sorrow. 

Hel. Sit, sir, I will recount it to you. 63 
But, see, I am prevented. 

Re-enter, from the barge, First Lord, with 
Marina and another Girl. 

Lys. O, here is 
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The lady that I sent for. Welcome, fair one! 
Is't not a goodly presence ? 

Hd, She’s a gallant lady. <*5 

Lys. She’s such a one that, were I well 
assur’d 

Came of gentle kind and noble stock. 

I’d wish no better choice, and think me 
rarely wed. 

Fair one, all goodness that consists in 
bounty 

Expect even here, where is a kingly patient. 
If that thy prosperous and artiticial feat 
Can draw him but to answer tliee in aught, 
Thy sacred pliysic shall receive such pay 
As thy desires can wish. 

Mflr. Sir, 1 will use 

My utmost skill in liis recovery, 

Provided 75 

That none but I and my companion maid 
Be sulTered to come near him. 

Lys. Come, let us leave her ; 

And the gods make her prosperous! 

[Marina sings. 
Lys. Mark’d he your music ? 

Mar. No, nor look’d on us. 

Lys. See, she will speak to him. sc 

Mar. Hail sir! my lord, lend ear. 

Per. Hum, ha! 

Mar. I am a maid, 

My lord, that ne’er before invited eyes, 
But have been gaz’d on like a comet. She 
speaks, b^, 

My lord, that, may be, hath endur’d a grief 
Might equal yours, if both were justly 
weigh’d. 

Though wayward fortune did malign my 
state, 

My derivation was from ancestors fto 

Who stood equivalent with mighty kings ; 
But time hath rooted out my parentage. 
And to the world and awkward casualties 
Bound me in servitude. [Aside] 1 will desist; 
But there is something glows upon my cheek, 
And whispers in mine ear * Go not till he 
speak ’. t .5 

Per. My fortunes—parentage—good par¬ 
entage— 

To equal mine!—was it not thus ? What 
say you ? 

Mar. I said, my lord, if you did know my 
parentage 

You would not do me violence. 9*) 

Per, I do think so. Pray you turn your 
eyes upon me. 

You are like something that—What 
countrywoman ? 

Here of these shores ? 

Mar. No, nor of any shores. 

Yet I was mortally brought forth, and am 
No other than I appear. 

Per, I am great with woe, and shall 
deliver weeping. J05 

My dearest wife was like this maid, and 
such a ope 
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My daughter might liave been ; my queen’s 
square brows; 

Her stature to an inch; as wand-like 
straight; 

As silver voic’d ; her eyes as jewel-like, 
And cas’d as richly ; in pace another Juno ; 
Who starves the ears she feeds, and makes 
them hungry m 

The more she gives them speech. Where do 
you live ? 

Mar. Where I am but a stranger. From 
the deck 

You may discern the place. 

Per. Where were you bred ? 

And how achiev’d you these endowments, 
which 115 

You make more rich to owe ? 

Mar. If I should tell my history, it would 
seem 

Like lies, disdain'd in the reporting. 

Per. Prithee speak. 

Falseness cannot come from thee ; for thou 
lookest 

Modest as Justice, and thou seem’st a 
palace 120 

For the crown’d Truth to dwell in. I will 
believe thee. 

And make my senses credit thy relation 
To points that seem impossib.e ; for thou 
lookest 

Like one I lov’d indeed. What were thy 
friends ? 

D dst thou not say, when 1 did push thee 
back— 125 

Which was when I perceiv’d thee—that 
tliou cam’st 

From good descending ? 

Mar. So indeed I did. 

Per. Report thy parentage. I think thou 
sakTst 

Thou hadst been toss’d from wrong to 
injur\% 

And that thou thought’st thy griefs might 
equal mine, 1 jc 

If both were opened. 

Mm*. Some such thing 

1 said, and said no more but what my 
thoughts 

Did warrant me was likely. 

Per. Tell thy story; 

If thine consider'd prove the thousand part 
Of my endurance, thou art a man, and I 135 
Have suffered like a girl. Yet thou dost look 
Like Patience gazing on kings’ graves, and 
smiling 

Extremity out of act. What were thy 
friends ? 

How lost thou them ? Thy name, my most 
kind virgin ? 

Recount, 1 do beseech thee. Come, sit by 
me. 140 

Mar. My name is Marina. 

O, I am mock’d, 
And thou by some incensed god sent hither 
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To make the world to laugh at me. 

Mar. Patience, good sir, 

Or here Til cease. 

Per, Nay, I'll be patient. 

Thou little know'st how thou dost startle 
me 

To call thyself Marina. 

Mar. The name 

Was given me by one that had some power, 
My father, and a king. 

Per, Mow i a king’s daughter ? 

Anvl call’d Marina ? 

Mar, You said you would believe me ; 
But, not to be a troublcr of your peace, 15^ 
I will end here. 

Per. Blit are you flesh and blood ? 

Have you a working pulse, and are no fairy ? 
Motioii 1 Well ; speak on. Where w’ere 
you born ? 

And wherefore call’d Marina ? 

Mar. Call'd Marina 

For I was born at sea. 

Per, At sea 1 what mother ? 155 

Mar. My mother was the daughter of a 
king; 

Who died the minute I was born, 

As my good nurse Lychorida hath oft 
Delivered w'eeping. 

Per, O, stop there a little! 

{Asidel This is the rarest dream that e’er 
dull sleep leo 

Did mock sad fools withal. This cannot be : 
My daughter’s buried.—Well, where were 
you bred ? 

I’ll hear you more, to th' bottom of your 
story, 

And never interrupt you. 

Mar. You scorn; believe me, 'twere 
best 1 did give o’er. i s 

Per, 1 will believe you by the syllable 
Of what you shall deliver. Yet give me 
leave— 

How came you in these parts ? where were 
you bred ? 

Mar. The King my father did in Tliarsiis 
leave me; 

Till cruel Cleon, with his wicked wife, 

Did seek to murvier me ; and having woo'd 
A villain to attempt it, who having drawn 
to do’t, 

A crew of pirates came and rescued me ; 
Brought me to Mytilene. But, good sir. 
Whither will you have me ? Why do you 
weep ? It may be 

You think me an impostor. No, good 
faith; 

I am the daughter to King Pericles, 

If good King Pericles be. 

Per, Ho, Helicanus I 

Hel, Calls my lord ? 180 

Per. Thou art a grave and noble coun¬ 
sellor, 

Most wise in general. Tell me, if thou canst. 
What this maid is, or what is like to be, | 


That thus hath made me weep ? 

Hel, 1 know not; but 

Here is the regent, sir, of Mytilene 1S5 
Speaks nobly of her. 

Lys, She never would tell 

Her parentage ; being demanded that. 

She would sit still and weep. 

Per, O Helicanus, strike me, honour’d 
sir; 

Give me a gash, put me to present pain, 100 
Lest this great sea ot joys rushing upon me 
O’erbear the shores of my mortality, 

And drown me with their sweetness. O, 
come hither. 

Thou that beget’st him that dTl thee beget; 
Thou that wast bora at sea, buried at 
Tharsus, 195 

And round at sea again ! O Helicanus, 
Down on thy knees, tliank the holy gods as 
loud 

As thunder threatens us. This is Marina. 
What was thy mother’s name ? Tell me but 
that, 199 

For truth can never be confirm’d enough. 
Though doubts did ever sleep. 

Mar. First, sir, I pray. 

What is your title ? 

Per, 1 am Pericles of Tyre ; but tell me 
now 

My drown'd queen’s name, as in the rest 
you said 

Thou hast been godlike perfect, ^05 

I he he r of kingdoms and another life 
To Pericles thy father. 

Mar. Is it no more to be your daughter 
than 

To say my mother’s name was Thaisa ? 
Thaisa was my mother, who did end 
The minute I began. 210 

Per. Now blessing on thee ! Rise : thou 
art my child. 

Give me fresh garments. Mine own, 
Helicanus— 

She is not dead at Tharsus, as she should 
have been 

By savage Cleon. She shall tell thee all ; 
When thou shalt kneel, and justify in 
knowledge 215 

She is thy very princess. Who is this ? 

Hel. Sir, ’tis the Governor of Mytilene, 
Who, hearing of your melancholy state, 
Did come to see you. 

Per, 1 embrace you. 220 

Give me my robes. 1 am wild in my be¬ 
holding. 

O heavens bless my girl! But bark, what 
music ? 

Tell Helicanus, my Marina, tell him 
O’er, point by point, for yet he seems to 
doubt. 

How sure you are my daughter. But, what 
music ? iZ25 

Hel, My lord, I hear none. 

Per, None ? 
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The music of the spheres! List, my 
Marina. 

Lys, It is not good to cross him; give 
him way. 

Per. Rarest sounds ! Do ye not hear ? 
Lys. My lord, I hear. [Music 

Per, Most heavenly music ! 

It nips me unto list'ning, and thick slumber 
Hangs upon mine eyes: let me rest. [Sleeps 
Lys. A pillow for his head. 

So, leave him all. Well, my companion- 
friends. 

If this but answer to my just belief, 
ril well remember you. 

[Exeunt all hut Pericles. 

Diana appears to Pericles as in a vision. 

Via. My temple stands in Ephesus. Hie 
thee thither, 

And do upon mine altar sacrifice. 

There, when my maiden priests arc met 
together, r4< 

Before the people itll. 

Reveal how thou at sea didst lose thy 
wife. 

To mourn thy crosses, with thy daughter's, 
call, 

And give them repetition to the life 
Or perform my bidding or thou liv’st in woe; 
Do it, and happy—by my silver bow ! 
Awake and tell thy dream. [Disappears. 

Per. Celestial Dian, goddess argentine, 

I will obey thee. Helicanus! 

Re-enter Helicanus, Lysimachus, 
Marina, &c. 

Hel Sir ? 

Per. My purpose was for Tharsus, there 
to strike rso 

The inhospitable Cleon ; but I am 
For other service first: toward Ephesus 
Turn our blown sails ; eftsoons I’ll tel! thee 
why. 

[To Lysimachus] Shall we refresh us, sir, 
upon your shore, 

And give you gold for such provision .!>5 
As our intents will need ? 

Lys. Sir, 

With all my heart; and when you come 
ashore 

I have another suit. 

Per. You shall prevail, 25 

Were it to woo my daughter ; for it seems 
You have been noble towards her. 

Lys. Sir, lend me your arm. 

Per. Come, my Marina. [Exeunt. 

Scene II. Ephesus. Before the Temple oj 
Diana. 

Enter Gower. 

Gow. Now our sands are almost run ; 
More a little, and then dumb. 

This, my last boon, give me, 1 

X 265 


For such kindness limst relieve me— 

That you aptly will suppose 5 

What pageantry, what feats, what shows, 
What minstrelsy, and pretty din. 

The regent made in Mytilen 
To greet the King. So he thrived. 

That he is promis'd to be wived 10 

To fair Marina ; but in no wise 
Till he had done his sacrifice, 

As Dian bade ; whereto being bound. 

The interim, pray you, all confound. 

In feather'd briefness sails are fill’d, 15 
And washes fall out as they're wili’d. 

At Ephesus the temple see, 

Our king, and all his company. 

fhat be can hither come so soon, 1^ 

Is by your fancies' thankful doom. [Exit. 

Scene III. Ephesus. The Temple of Diana ; 
Thaisa standing near the altar as High 
Priestess ; a number of Virgins on each 
side ; Cerimon and other Inhabitants of 
Ephesus attendhig. 

Enter Pericles, with his Train ; Lysima¬ 
chus, Helicanus, Marina, and a Lady. 

Per. Hail, Dian! to perform thy just 
command, 

I here confess myself the King of Tyre ; 
Who, frighted from my country, did wed 
At Pentapolls the fair Thaisa. 

At sea in childbed died she, but brought 
forth 5 

A maid-child, call'd Marina; who, O 
goddess, 

Wears yet thy silver livery. She at Tharsus 
Was nurs’d with Cleon ; who at fourteen 
years 

He sought to murder ; but her better stars 
Brought her to Mytilene; 'gainst whose 
shore 10 

Riding, her fortunes brought the maid 
aboard us. 

Where, by her own most clear remem¬ 
brance, she 

Made known herself my daughter. 

Thai. Voice and favour ! 

You are, you are—O royal Pericles I 

[Swoons. 

Per. What means the nun ? She dies I 
Help, gentlemen I J5 

Cer. Noble sir. 

If you have told Diana’s altar true, 

This is your wife. 

Per. Reverend appearer, no ; 

I threw her o'erboard with these very arms. 
Cer. Upon this coast, I warrant you. 

Per. 'Tis most certain. 

Cer. Look to the lady. O, she's but over¬ 
joy'd, 21 

Early in blustering morn this lady was 
Thrown upon thi« shore. I op’d the coffin. 
Found there rich jewels ; recover’d her, and 
plac'd her 
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Here in Diana’s temp-e. 

Per, May we see them ? 

Cer. Great sir, they shall be brought you 
to my house, 2< 

Whither I invite you. Look, Thaisa is 
Recovered. 

Thai, O, let me look ! 

If he be none of mine, my sanctity 3^ 

Will to my sense bend no licentious ear. 
But curb it, spite of seeing. O, iny lord, 
Are you not Pericles ? Like him you 
spake, 

Like him you are. Did you not name a 
tempest, 31 

A birth and death ? 

Per. The voice of dead Thaisa ! 

Thai, That Thaisa am I, supposed dead 
And drown'd. 

Per. Immortal D»an ! 

Thai, Now I know you better. 

When we with tear> parted Pentapolls. 
The King my father gave you such a ring. 

|S/iou>s a ring. 
Per, This, thi.^! No more, you gods ! 
your pre.sent k ndness 4 j 

Makes my past miseries sports. You shal; 
do >vcll 

That on the touching of her l-ps 1 may 
Melt and no more be seen. O, come, be 
buried 

A second time within these arms I 
Mar. My heart 

Leaps to be gone into my mother’s bosom. 

[Kneels to Thaisa, 
Per, Look who kneels here ! Flesh of thy 
flesh, Thais.i; Vr 

Thy burden at the sea, and call’d Marina, 
For she was yielded there. 

Thai, Blest and mine own ! 

Hd. Hail, madam, and my cpiecn! 

Thai. 1 know you not. 

Per. You have heard me say, when 1 did 

fly from Tyre, t>< 

1 left behind an ancient substitute. 

Can you remember what I call’d the man ? 
1 have nam'd him oft, 

Thai, ’Twas Helicanus then. 

Per. Still confirmation. 55 

Embrace him, dear Thaisa ; this is he. 
Now do I long to hear how you were found ; 
How possibly preserv’d; and who to 
thank, 

Besides the gods, for this great miracle. 5^ 
Thai. Lord Cerimon, my lord—this man 
Through whom the gods have shown their 
power—that can 
From first to last resolve you. 

Per, Reverend sir. 

The gods can have no mortal oflicer 


More like a god than you. Will you deliver 
How this dead queen re-lives ? 

Cer. 1 will, my lord. 

Beseech you, first, go with me to my 
house, OG 

Where shall be shown you all was found 
with her ; 

How she came plac’d here in the temple; 
No needful thing omitted. 

Per, Pure Dian, bless thee for thy vision 1 

1 70 

Will offer night-oblations to thee. Thaisa, 
This Prince, the fair-betrothed of your 
daughter, 

Shall marry her at Pentapolis. And now, 
This ornament 74 

Makes me look dismal will I clip to form ; 
And what this fourteen years no razor 
touch’d, 

To grace thy marriage-day I’ll beautify. 

Thai. Lord Cerimon hath letters of good 
credit, sir, 

My father’s dead. 

Per. Heavens make a star of him ! Yet 
there, my queen, ko 

We’ll celebrate their nuptials, and ourselves 
Will in that kingdom spend our following 
days. 

Our son and daughter shall in 7 ’yrus 
reign. 

Lord Cerimon, we do oiir longing stay ?‘4 
l o hear the rest untold. Sir, lead’s the way. 

Enter Gower. 

Gow. In Aatiochiis and his daughter you 
have heard 

Of monst rous hist the due and just reward : 
In Pericles, his queen, and daughter, seen. 
Although assail’d with fortune fierce and 
keen, 

V'irtiie preserv'd from fell destruction’s 
blast, <0 

Led on by heaven, and crown’d with joy 
at last. 

In Helicanus may you well descry 
A figure of truth, of faith, of loyalty ; 

In reverend Cerimon there well appears q 4 
The w^orth that learned charity aye wears. 
For wicked Cleon and his wife, when fame 
Had spread their cursed deed, and honour’d 
name 

Of Pericles, to rage the city turn, 

That him and his they in his palace burn ; 
The gods for murder seemed so content iw 
lo punish—although not done, but meant. 
So, on your patience evermore attending, 
New joy w\uit on you ! Here our play has 
ending. [Exit, 
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VENUS AND ADONIS 

Vilia miretur vulgus: mihi flavus Apollo 
Pocula Castalia plena ministret aqua. 


TO THE 

RIGHT HONORABLE HENRIE WRIOTHESLEY, 

EARLE OF SOUTHAMPTON, AND BARON OF TITCHFIELD. 

Right Honourable, 

I KNOW not how 1 shall offend in dedicating my unpolisht lines to your Lord- 
ship, nor how the worlde will censure mee for choosing so strong a proppe to support 
so weake a burthen, onelye if your Honour seeme but pleased, I account my selfe 
highly praised, and vowe to take advantage of all idle houres, till 1 have honoured you 
with some graver labour. But if the first heire of my invention prove deformed, I 
shall be soric it had so noble a god-father: and never after care so barren a land, for 
feare it yeeld me still so bad a harvest, I leave it to your Honourable survey, and your 
Honor to your heartvS content which I wish may alwaies answere your owne wish, and 
the worlds hopcfull expectation. 

Your Honors in all dutic, 

William Shakespeare. 


Even as the sun with purple-colour'd face 
Had ta’en his last leave of the weeping 
morn, 

Rose-check’d Adonis hied him to the chase; 
Hunting he lov'd, but love he laugh'd to 
scorn. 

Sick-thoughted Venus makes amain unto 
him, 5 

And like a bold-fac’d suitor gins to woo 
him. 

' Thrice fairer than myself,* thus she began, 
' The field’s chief flower, sweet above com¬ 
pare, 

Stain to all nymphs, more lovely than a 
man, v 

More white and red than doves or roses are ; 

Nature that made thee, with herself at 
strife, 

Saith that the world hath ending with 
thy life. 

' Vouchsafe, thou wonder, to alight thy 
steed, 13 

And rein his proud head to the saddle-bow; 
If thou wilt deign this favour, for thy meed 
A thousand honey secrets shalt thou know. 

Here come and sit, where never serpent 
hisses, 

And being set, Til smother thee with 
kisses; 

‘ And yet not cloy thy lips with loath'd 
satiety, 19 

But rather famish them amid their plenty, 
Making them red and pale with fresh 
variety— 


Ten kisses short as one, one long as twenty. 

A summer's day will seem an hour but 
short, 

Being wasted in such time-beguiling 
sport.’ 

With this she seizeth on his sweating palm, 
l‘he precedent of pith and livelihood, .^6 
And, trembling in her passion, calls it balm, 
Earth's sovereign salve to do a goddess 
good. 

Being so enrag'd, desire doth lend her 
force 

Courageously to pluck him from his 
horse. 30 

Over one arm the lusty courser's rein, 
Under her other was the tender boy, 

Who blush'd and pouted in a dull disdain, 
With leaden appetite, unapt to toy ; 34 

She red and hot as coals of glowing fire, 

He red for shame, but frosty in desire. 

1 he studded bridle on a ragged bough 
Nimbly she fastens—O, how quick is 
love I 

The steed is stalled up, and even now 
To tie the rider she begins to prove: 40 

Backward she push’d him, as she would 
be thrust, 

And govern'd him in strength, though 
not in lust. 

So soon was she along as he was down, 
Each leaning on their elbows and their 
hips; 

Now doth she stroke his cheek, now doth 
he frown, 45 
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And gins to chide, but soon she stops his 
lips, 

And kissing speaks, with lustful lan¬ 
guage broken: 

‘ If thou wilt chide, thy lips shall never 
open 

He burns with bashful shame ; she with 
her tears 

Doth quench the maiden burning of his 
cheeks; 

Then witli her windy sighs and golden 
hairs 

To fan and blow them dry again she seeks. 

He saith she is immodest, blames her 
miss ; 

What follows more she murders with a 
kiss. 

Even as an empty eagle, sJiarp by fast, 
Tires with her beak on leathers, flesh, and 
bone, 

Shaking her wings, devouring all In haste. 
Till either gorge be stuff’d, or prey be gone ; 

Even so she kiss’d his brow, his clieek, 
his chin, 

And where she ends she doth anew begin. 

Forc’d to content, but never to obey, 
Panting he lies and breatheth in her face ; 
She feedeth on the steam as on a prey. 
And calls it heavenly moisture, air of grace, 

Wishing her cheeks were gardens full of 
flowers, ‘^5 

So they were dew’d with such distilling 
showers. 

Look how a bird lies tangled in a net. 

So fast’ned in her arms Adonis lies; 

Pure shame and aw’d resistance made him 
fret, (“j 

Which bred more beauty in liis angry eyes. 

Rain added to a river that is rank 

Perforce will force it overflow the bank. 

Still she entreats, and prettily entreats. 

For to a pretty ear she tunes her tale; 

Still is he sullen, still he lours and frets, r'i 
'Twixt crimson shame and anger ashy-pale; 

Being red, she loves him best; and being 
white. 

Her best is better’d with a more delight. 

Look how he can, she cannot choose but 
love; 7 m 

And by her fair immortal hand she swears 
From his soft bosom never to remove 
Till he take truce with her contending tears. 

Which long have rain’d, making her 
cheeks all wet; 

And one sweet kiss shall pay this count¬ 
less debt 

Upon this promise did he raise his chin, 85 
Like a dive-dapper peering through a wave, 
Who, being look'd on, ducks as quickly in ; 
So offers he to give what she did crave ; 


But when her lips were ready for his pay. 

He winks, and turns his lips another way. 

Never did passenger in summer’s heat 
More thirst for drink than she for this good 
turn : 

Her help she secs, but help she cannot get; 
She bathes in water, yet her fire must burn. 

‘ O, pity,' gan she cry ‘ flint-hearted 
bo>'! 95 

'Tis but a kiss 1 beg ; why ai*t thou coy ? 

‘ I have been wooed, as 1 entreat thee now. 
Even by the stern and direful god of war, 
Whose sinewy neck in battle ne’er did bow. 
Who conquers w'here he comes in every jar ; 

Yet hath he been my captive and my 
slave, 101 

And begg’d for that which tliou unask'd 
shalt have. 

‘ Over my altars hath he hung his lance. 
His batt'rcd slneld, his uncontrolled crest, 
And for my sake hath learn’d to sport and 
dance, k;, 

To tov, to wanton, dally, smile, and jest, 

Scorning his churlish drum and ensign 
red, 

Making my arms his field, his tent my bed. 

' Thus he that overrul'd I overswayed. 
Leading him prisoner in a red-rose chain ; 
Strong-temper’d steel his stronger strength 
obeyed, 11 1 

Yet was he servile to my coy disdain. 

O, be not proud, nor brag not of thy 
might. 

For mast'ring her that foil’d the god of 
fight 1 

‘ Touch but my lips with those fair lips of 
thine; irs 

Though mine be not so fair, yet are they 
red— 

The kiss shall be thine own as well as mine. 
What scest thou in the ground ? Hold up 
thy head; 

Look in mine eyeballs ; there thy beauty 
lies. 

Then why not lips on lips, since eyes in 
eyes ? izo 

‘ Art thou asham’d to kfts ? Then wink 
again, 

And 1 wall wink ; so shall the day seem 
night. 

Love keeps his revels where there are but 
twain; 

Be bold to play ; our sport is not in sight. 

These blue-vein’d violets w'hereon we 
lean i ,?5 

Never can blab, nor know not what we 
mean. 

‘ The tender spring upon thy tempting lip 
Shows thee unripe; yet mayst thou well 
be tasted *, j 

1269 



VENUS AND ADONIS 


Make use of time, let not advantage slip; 
Beauty within itself should not be wasted. 
Fair flowers that are not gath’red in 
their prime 

Rot and consume themselves in little 
time. 

* Were I hard-favour'd, foul, or wrinkled- 

old, 

Ill-nurtur’d, crooked, churlish, harsh in 
voice, 

O’er-worn, despised, rheumatic, and cold, 
Thick-sighted, barren, lean, and lacking 
juice, 1 

Then mightst thou pause, for then I 
were not for thee ; 

But having no defects, why dost abhor 
me ? 

* Thou canst not see one wrinkle in my 

brow; 

Mine eyes are grey, and bright, and quick 
in turning ; m > 

My beauty as the spring doth yearly grow, 
My flesh is soft and plump, my niarrow 
burning; 

My smooth moist hand, were it with thy 
hand felt, 

Would in thy palm dissolve or seem to 
melt. 

* Bid me discourse, I wall enchant thine ear, 

Or, like a fairy, trip upon the green, 11*- 

Or, like a nymph, witii Jong dishevelled 

hair, 

Dance on the sands, and yet no footing 
seen. 

Love is a spirit all compact of tire, 

Not gross to sink, but light, and will 
aspire. i5< 

‘ Witness this primrose bank wiicreon I lie : 
These forceless flowers like sturdy trees 
support me ; 

Two strengthless doves will draw me 
through the sky 

From morn till night, even where I list to 
sport me. 

Is love so light, sweet hoy, and may it be 
That thou should think it heavy unto 
thee ? is'- 

* Is thine own heart to thine own face 

affected ? 

Can thy right hand seize love upon thy 
left ? 

Then woo thyself, be of thyself rejected ; 
Steal thine own freedom, and complain on 
theft. Jhi 

Narcissus so himself himself forsook, I 
And died to kiss his shadow in the brook.! 

' Torches are made to light, jewels to wear,' 
Dainties to taste, fresh beauty for the use, i 
Herbs for their smell, and sappy plants to 
bear: 165 
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1 lungs growing to themselves are growth's 
abuse. 

Seeds spring from seeds, and beauty 
breedeth beauty; 

Thou wast begot—to get it is thy duty, 

‘ Upon the earth’s increase why shouldst 
thou feed, 

Unless the earth with thy increase be fed ? 
By law of nature thou art bound to breed, 
1 hat thine may live when thou thyself art 
dead ; 

And so in spite of death thou dost 
survive, 

In that thy likeness still is left alive.’ 

By lliis the love-sick queen began to sweat, 
For where they lay the shadow had forsook 
them. i;o 

And Titan, tired in the mid-day heat. 
With burning eye did hotly overlook tliein ; 

Wishing Adonis had his team to guide. 

So he were like him, and by Venus’ side. 

And now Adonis, with a lazy sprite, 

And with a heavy, dark, disliking eye, 

His louring brows o’er whelming his fair 
sight, 

Like misty vapours when they blot the sky, 

Souring his cheeks, cries * Fie, no more 
of love! i.s.i 

The sun doth burn my face; 1 must 
remove ’. 

‘ Ay me,* quoth Venus ‘ young, and so un¬ 
kind I 

What bare excuses mak’st thou to be gone! 
I’ll sigh celestial breath, whose gentle wind 
Shall cool the heat of this descending 
sun; ><.f* 

I’ll make a shadow for thee of my luiirs ; 

If they burn too, I’ll ciuench them with 
my tears. 

‘ The sun tliat shines from heaven shines 
but warm, 

And lo, I lie between that sun and thee ; 

1 he heat I ha\'e from thence doth little 
harm; if)5 

Thine eye darts forth the fire that burneth 
me; 

And were I not immortal, life were done 

Between this heavenly and earthly sun. 

‘ Art thou obdurate, flinty, hard as steel ? 
Nay, more than flint, for stone at rain 
relcnteth. joo 

Art thou a woman’s son, and canst not feeJ 
What ’tis to love ? how want of love 
tormenteth ? 

O, had thy mother borne so hard a mind. 

She had not brought forth thee, but died 
unkind I 

' What am I, that thou shouldst contemn 
me this ? 205 

Or what great danger dwells upon my suit ? 
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What were thy lips the worse for one poor 
kiss ? 

Speak, fair; but speak fair words, or else 
be mute. 

Give me one kiss ; ril give it thee again. 

And one for interest, if thou wilt have 
twain. 2ii^ 

‘ Fie, lifeless picture, cold and senseless 
stone, 

Well-painted idol, image dull and dead, 

Statue contenting but the eye alone. 

Thing like a man, but of no woman bred ! 

Thou art no man, though of a marrs 
complexion, 

For men will kiss even by their own 
direction.’ 

This said, impatience chokes her pleading 
tongue. 

And swelling passion doth provoke a pause; 

Red checks and fiery eyes blaze forth her 
wrong; 

Being judge in love, she cannot right her 
cause; 

And now she weeps, and now she fain 
would speak. 

And now her sobs do her intendments 
break. 

Gometime she shakes her head, and then 
his hand; 

Now gazeth she on him, now on the ground; 

Sometime her arms infold him like a band ; 

She would, he will not in her arms be 
bound; 

And when from thence he struggles to be 
gone, 

She locks her lily fingers one in one. 

' Fondling,’ she saith ’ since I have hemm’d 
thee fierc 

Within the circuit of this ivory pale, .-3'> 

ITl be a park, and thou shalt be my deer; 

Feed where thou wilt, on mountain or in 
dale ; 

Graze on my lips ; and if those hills be 
dry, 

Stray lower, where the pleasant foun¬ 
tains lie. 

' Within this limit is relief enough, 23*) 

Sweet bottom-grass, and high delightful 
plain, 

Round rising hillocks, brakes obscure and 
rough, 

To shelter thee from tempest and from 
rain; 

Then be my deer, since I am such a park ; 

No dog shall rouse thee, though a 
thousand bark.' 240 

At this Adonis smiles as in disdain, 

That in each cheek appears a pretty dimple. 

I-ove made those hollows, if himself were 
slain, 

He might be buried in a tomb so simple ; 


Foreknowing well, if there he came to lie. 

Why, there Love liv’d and there he could 
not die. 24G 

These lovely caves, these round enchanting 
pits, 

Open’d their mouths to swallow Venus’ 
liking. 

Being mad before, how doth she now' for 
wits ? 

Struck dead at first, what needs a second 
striking ? 

Poor queen of love, in thine own law 
forlorn, 

To love a cheek that smiles at thee in 
scorn ! 

Now which way shall she turn ? What shall 
she say / 

Her words are done, her woes the more 
increasing ; 

The time is spent, her object will away, 

And from her twining arms doth urge 
releasing. 

* ITty^ I ’ she cries ‘ Some favour, some 
remorse!' 

Away he springs, and hasteth to his 
horse. 

But, lo, from forth a copse that neighbours 

i>y* 

A bleeding jennet, lusty, young, and 
proud, 20;.) 

Adonis’ trampling courser doth espy. 

And forth she rushes, snorts, and neighs 
aloud; 

Tlie strong-neck’d steed, being tied unto 
a tree, 

Brcaketh his rein, and to her straight 
goes he. 

Imperiously he leaps, he neighs, he bounds, 
And now his w'oven girths he breaks 
asunder; 

The bearing earth with his hard hoof he 
wounds. 

Whose hollow womb resounds like heaven's 
thunder; 

The iron bit he crusheth ’tween his teeth. 

Controlling what he was controlled with. 

His ears up-prick’d; his braided hanging; 

mane 271 

Upon his compass’d crest now stand on end; 
His nostrils drink the air, and forth again. 
As from a furnace, vapours doth he send ; 

His eye, which scornfully glisters like fire. 

Shows his hot courage and his high 
desire. 27^ 

Sometime he trots, as if he told the steps, 
With gentle majesty and modest pride; 
Anon he rears upright, curvets, and leaps. 
As who should say ‘ Lo, thus my stren^h 
is tried, 2S0 

And tliis 1 do to captivate the eye 

Of the fair breeder that is standing by’. 
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What reckelh he his rider’s angry stir, 

His flattering ' Holla ’ or his ‘ Stand, I 
say ’ ? 

What cares he now for curb, or pricking 
spur ? 285 

For rich caparisons, or trappings gay ? 

He sees bis love, and nothing else he sees, 
Nor nothing else with his proud sight 
agrees. 

Look when a painter would surpass tlie 
life 

In limning out a well-proportioned steed. 
His art with nature’s workmanship at 
strife. 

As if the dead the living should exceed ; 

So did this horse excel a common one 
In shape, in courage, colour, pace, and 
bone. 

Round-hoof’d, short-jointed, fetlocks shag 
and long, 

Broad breast, full eye, small head, and 
nostril wide. 

High crest, short cars, straight legs and 
paSsSing strong, 

Thin mane, thick tail, broad buttock, 
tender hide; 

Look what a horse should have he did 
not lack, 

Save a proud rider on so proud a back. 

Sometime he scuds far oflT, and there he 
stares; 

Anon he starts at stirring of a feather ; 

To bid the wind a base he now prepares, 
And whe'r he run or fly they know not 
whether; 

For through his mane and tail the high 
wind sings, V‘5 

Fanning the hairs, who wave like 
feath’rcd wings. 

He looks upon his lo\x‘ and neighs unto her ; 
She answers him as if she knew his mind ; 
Being proud, as females arc, to see him woo 
her. 

She puts on outward strangeness, seems 
unkind, 3x0 

Spurns at his love, and scorns the heat 
he teels, 

Beating his kind embraceraents with her 
heels. 

Then, like a melancholy malcontent. 

He vails his tail, that, like a falling plume. 
Cool shadow to his melting buttock lent 
He stamps, and bites the poor flies in his 
fume. 3^‘* 

His love, perceiving how he was enrag’d, 
Grew kinder, and his fury was assuag'd. 

His testy master gocth about to take him, 
When, 16, the unback’d breeder, full of fear, 
Jealous of catching, swiftly doth forsake 
him, 32 i 

With her the horse, and left Adonis there. 
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As they were mad, unto the wood they 
hie them. 

Out-stripping crows that strive to over¬ 
fly them. 324 

All sw'ol’n with chafing, down Adonis sits, 
Banning his boist'rous and unruly beast; 
Aiui now the happy season once more 
tits 

That lovo-sick Love by pleading may be 
blest ; 

For lovers say the heart hath treble 
wrong, 

When it is barr’d the aidance of the 
tongue. 33a 

An oven that is stopp’d, or river stay’d, 
Burneth more hotly, swellctli with more 
rage ; 

So of concealed sorrow may be said : 

Free vent of words love’s fire doth assuage ; 

But when the heart’s attorney once is 
mute, 33s 

The client breaks, as desperate in his 
suit. 

He sees her coming, and begins to glow 
Even as a dying coal revives with wind. 
And with his bonnet hides his angry brow^ 
Looks on the dull earth with disturbed 
mind, 34c» 

'laking no notice that she is so nigh, 

For all askance he holds her in his eye. 

O what a sight it w^as, wistly to view 
How siie came stealing to the wayward boy! 
To note the lighting conflict of her hue ! 34 ^ 
Htnv white and red each other did destroy 1 

But now her cheek was pale, and by and 
by 

It flash’d forth fire, as lightning from the 
sky. 

Now was she just before him as he sat, 
And like a lowly lover clown she kneels ; 
With one fair hand she hcaveth up his hat, 
Her other tender hand his fair cheek feels ; 

His tend’rer cheek receives her soft hand’s 
print 

As apt as new-fall’n snow takes any dint. 

O, what a war of looks was then between 
them, 3SS 

Her eyes, petitioners, to his eyes suing! 
His eyes saw her eyes as they had not seen 
them ; 

Her eyes w^ooed still, his eyes disdain’d the 
wooing; 

And all this dumb play had his acts made 
plain 

With tears which chorus-like her eyes did 
rain, 36.. 

Full gently now she takes him by the hand. 
A lily prison’d in a gaol of snow. 

Or ivory in an alabaster band; 

So white a friend engirts so white a foe. 
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Tliis beauteous combat, wilful and un¬ 
willing, 3<>5 

Showed like two silver doves that sit a- 
billing. 

Once more the engine of her thoughts 
began: 

* O fairest mover on this mortal round. 
Would thou wert as I am, and I a man. 
My heart all whole as tliine, thy heart my 

wound! 37 * 

For one sweet look thy help I. would 
assure thee. 

Though nothing but my body’s banc 
would cure thee 

* Give me my hand ’ saith he, ‘ Why dost 

thou feel it ? * 

* Give me my heart,' saitJi she ' and thou 

Shalt have it. 374 

O, give it me, lest thy hard heart do steel it, 
And being steel'd, soft sighs can never 
grave it; 

Then love’s deep groans I ncw'cr shall 
regard, 

Because Adonis* heart hath made mine 
hard.* 

* For stiame,' he cries ‘ let go, and let me 

go; .’./'O' 

My day’s delight is past, rny horse is gone, i 
And ’tis your fault I am bereft him so. | 
I pray you hence, and leave me here alone ; ^ 
For all my mind, my thouglit, my busy 
care, 

Is how to get my palfrey from the mare.’ 

Tlius she replies: ' Thy palfrey, as he 

should, 3'V 

Welcomes the warm approach of sweet 
desire. 

Affection is a coal that must be cool’d ; 
Else, suffer’d, it will set the heart on fire. 
The sea hath bounds, but deep desire 
hath none. 

Therefore no marvel though thy horse be 
gone. 

* How like a jade he stood, tied to the 

tree. 

Servilely master’d with a leathern rein i 
But when he saw his love, his youth's fair 
fee, 

He held such petty bondage in disdain. 
Throwing the base thong from his bend¬ 
ing crest, vn 

Enfranchising his mouth, his back, his 
breast. 

* Who sees his true-love in her naked bed, 
Teaching the sheets a whiter hue than 

white. 

But, when his glutton eye so full hath 
fed, 

His other agents aim at like delight ? ^00 

W'ho is so faint that dares not be so bold 
To touch the fire, the weather being cold 7 


‘ Let me excuse thy courser, gentle boy ; 
And learn of him, I heartily beseech thee, 
To take advantage on presented joy ; los 
Though 1 were dumb, yet his proceedings 
teach thee. 

O, learn to love ! The lesson is but plain, 
And once made perfect never lost again’. 

* 1 know not love,' quoth he ' nor will not 

know it. 

Unless it be a boar, and then I chase it. -tro 
'Tis much to borrow, and 1 wall not owe it. 
My love to love is love hut to disgrace it; 
For 1 have heard it is a life in death, 
That laughs, and weeps, and all but witli 
a breath. 

' Who wears a garment shapeless and iin- 
linish'd ? 415 

Who plucks the bud before one leaf put 
forth ? 

If springing things be any jot diminish’d. 
They wither in their prime, prove nothing 
worth. 

The colt that's back'd and burden’d 
being young 

Loseth his pride and never w'axeth 
strong. 42.) 

‘ You hurt my hand with wringing ; let us 
part. 

And leave this idle theme, this bootless chat; 
Remove your siege from my unyielding 
heart; 

I'o love’s alarms it will not ope the gate. 
Dismiss your vows, your feigned tears, 
your fiatt’ry ; 4-5 

For where a heart is hard they make no 
batt'ry.’ 

* What! canst thou talk ? ’ quoth she 

‘ Hast thou a tongue ? 

O, would thou hadst not, or 1 had no 
hearing! 

Thy mermaid’s voice hath done me double 
wrong; 

I had my load before, now press'd with 
bearing: 4 

Melodious discord, heavenly tune harsh 
sounding, 

Ear's deep-sweet music, and heart’s 
deep-sore wounding. 

* Had I no eyes but ears, my ears would 

love 

That inward beauty and invisible ; 

Or were I deaf, thy outward parts would 
move 435 

Each part in me that were but sensible. 
Though neither eyes nor ears, to hear 
nor see, 

Yet should I be in love by touching thee, 

* Say that the sense of feeling were bereft 

me. 

And that 1 could not see, nor hear, nor 
touch, 440 
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And nothing but tiic very smell were left He cheers the morn and all the earth 

relieveth; 4^4 

And as the bright sun glorifies the sky, 
So is her face illumin'd with her eye; 


me, 

Yet would my love to thee be still as much ; 
For from the stillitory of thy face 
excelling 

Comes breath perfum'd, that breedeth 
love by smelling. 

* But, O, what banquet wert thou to the 
taste, 4n 

Being nurse and feeder of the other four! 
Would they not wish the feast might ever 
last, 

And bid Suspicion double-lock the door, 
Lest Jealousy, that sour unwelcome 
guest, 

Should by his stealing in disturb the 
feast?' 4:01 

Once more the ruby-colour’d portal open'd 
Which to his speech did honey passage 
yield; 

Like a red morn, that ever yet betoken’d 
Wreck to the seaman, tempest to the field. 
Sorrow to shepherds, woe unto the birds. 
Gusts and foul flaws to herdmen and to 
herds. 

This ill presage advisedly she markoth. 
Hven as the wind is hush’d before it raincth, 
Or as the wolf doth grin before he barketh, 
Or as the berry breaks before it staineth, 

Or like the deadly bullet of a gun, 4'-: 
His meaning struck her ere his words 
begun. 

And at his look she flatly falleth down, 

For looks kill love, and love by looks 
reviveth ; 

A smile recures tue wounding of a frown. 
But blessed bankrupt that by love so 
thriveth I 4' ^* 

The silly boy, believing she is dead, 

Ciaps her pale check till clapping makes 
it red ; 

And all-amaz’d brake off his late intent, 
For sharply he did think to reprehend her, 
Which cunning love did wittily prevent. 
Fair fall the wit that can so well defend her! 
For on the grass she lies as she were slain. 
Till his breath breatheth life in her again. 

He wrings her nose, he strikes her on the 
cheeks, 4/.'. 

He bends her fingers, holds her pulses hard, 
He chafes her lips, a thousand ways he 
seeks 

To mend the hurt that his unkindness 
marr'd ; 

He kisses her ; and she, by her good will, 
Will never rise, so he will kiss her still, ♦‘jo 

The night of sorrow now is turn’d to day : 
Her two blue windows faintly she up- 
heaveth. 

Like the fair sun when in Ms fresh array 


Whose beams upon his hairless face are 
fix’d, 

As if from thence they borrowed all their 
shine. 

Were never four such Uimps together mix'd, 

Had not his clouded with his brows’ repine ; 

But hers, which through the crystal tears 
gave light, 

Shone like the moon in water seen by 
night. 

‘ O, where am 1 ? ' quoth she ‘ in earth or 
heaven, 

Or in the ocean drench'd, or in the fire ? 

What hour is this ? or morn, or weary 
even ? 495 

Do I delight to die, or life desire ? 

But now I liv’d, and life was death's 
annoy ; 

But now I died, and death was lively joy. 

‘ O, thou didst kill me! Kill me once again. 

■J’hy eyes’ shrewd tutor, that hard heart of 
thine, 500 

Hath taught them scornful tricks, and such 
disSdain 

That they have murd’red this poor heart of 
mine; 

And these mine eyes, true leaders to their 
queen, 

But for thy piteous lips no more had seen. 

‘ Long may they kiss each other, for this 
cure! fi05 

O. never let their crimson liveries wear! 

And as they last, their verdure still endure, 

Lo drive infection from the dangerous year ! 

That the star-gazers, having writ on 
death. 

May say the plague is banish’d by thy 
breath. sio 

' Pure lips, sweet seals in my soft lips 
imprinted, 

What bargains may I make, still to be 
sealing ? 

To sell myself I can be well contented, 

So thou wilt buy, and pay, and use good 
dealing; 

Which purchase if thou make, for fear of 
slips 515 

Set thy seal manual on my wax-red lips. 

‘ A thousand kisses buys my heart from 
me; 

And pay them at thy leisure, one by one. 

What is ten hundred touches unto thee ? 

Are they not quickly told, and quickly 

pne ? SCO 

Say for non-payment that the debt 
should double, 

Is twenty hundred kisses such a trouble?* 
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* Fair queen/ quoth he ' if any love you 
owe me, 

Measure my strangeness with my unripe 
years; 

Before I know myself, seek not to know me; 

No fisher but the ungrown fry forbears. 

The mellow plum doth fall, the green 
sticks fast. 

Or being early pluck'd is sour to taste. 

‘ Look, the world’s comforter, with weary 
gait, 

His day's hot task hath ended in the west; 

The owl, night's herald, shrieks ; 'tis vers' 
late ; 

The sheep arc gone to fold, birds to their 
nest; 

And coal-black clouds that shadow 
heaven’s light 

Do summon us to part and bid good 
night. 

‘ Now let me say good night ", and so say 
you; S35 

If you will say so. you shall have a kiss.’ 

‘ Good iiiglit ’ cpjoth she ; and, ere he says 
‘ adieu 

The honey fee of parting tend’red is : 

Her arms do lend his neclc a sweet 
embrace ; 

Incorporate then they seem ; face grows 
to face. 5 1' 

Till, breathless, he disjoin'd, and backward 
drew 

The heavenly moisture, that sweet coral 
mouth, 

Whose precious taste her thirsty lips well 
knew% 

Whereon they surfeit, yet complain on 
drouth. 

He witli het plenty press’d, she faint with 
dearth, 

Their lips together glued, fail to the 
earth. 

Now quick desire hath caught the yielding 
prey. 

And glutton-like she feeds, yet never 
fiUeth; 

Her lips arc conquerors, his lips obey, .s.iw 

Paying what ransom the insulter willeth ; 

Whose vulture thought doth pitch the 
price so high 

That she will draw his lips' rich treasure 
dry. 

And having felt the sweetness of the spoil, 

With blindfold fury she begins to forage; 

Her face doth reek and smoke, her blood 
doth boil, 555 

And careless lust stirs up a desperate 
courage; 

Planting oblivion, beating reason back, 

Forgetting shame’s pure blush, and 
honour’s wrack. 


Hot, faint, and weary, with her hard 
embracing, 

Like a wild bird being tam'd with too much 
handling, 

Or as the fleet-loot roe that’s tir'd with 
chasing. 

Or like the froward infant still’d with 
dandling, 

He now obeys and now no more resisteth. 

While she takes all she can, not all she 
listeth. 

What wax so frozen but dissolves with 
temp’ring, 5<>5 

And yields at last to every light impression? 

Things out of hope are compass'd oft with 
vent'ring. 

Chiefly in love, whose leave exceeds com¬ 
mission. 

Affection faints not like a pale-fac’d 
coward, 

But then wooes best when most his 
choice is froward. 57^ 

When iic did frown, O, had she then gave 
over. 

Such nectar from his lips she had not 
suck’d. 

Foul words and frowns must not repel a 
lover *, 

What thougii the rose have prickles, yet 'tis 
pluck’d. 

Were l)eauty under twenty locks kept 
fast, --'75 

Yet love breaks through and picks them 
all at last. 

For pity now slie can no more detain him ; 

'I'he poor fool prays her that he may depart. 

She is resolv’d no longer to restrain him ; 

Bids him farewell, and look well to her 
heart, 5'' 

The which, by Cupid's bow she dolh 
protest, 

He carries thence incaged in his breas^. 

‘ Sweet boy,’ she says * thvs night I'll waste 
in sorrow, 

F^or my sick heart commands mine eyes to 
watch. 

Tell me, love’s master, shall we meet to¬ 
morrow ? 

Say, shall we ? shall we ? wait thou make 
the match ? ’ 

He tells her no ; to-morrow he intends 

To hunt the boar with certain of his 
friends. 

‘ The boar! ' quoth she, w^hereat a sudden 
pale, 

Like lawn being spread upon the blushing 
rose, 590 

Usurps her cheek; she trembles at his 
tale, 

And on his neck her yoking arms she 
throws ; 

«7S 
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She sinketh down, still hanging by his 
neck, 

He on her belly falls, she on her back. 

Now is she in the very lists of love, 

Her champion mounted for the hot en¬ 
counter. 

All is imaginary she doth prove ; 

He will not manage her, although he mount 
her. 

That worse than Tantalus’ is her annoy. 

To clip Elysium and to lack her joy. 

Even so poor birds, deceiv’d with painted 
grapes, 

Do surfeit by the eye and pine the 
rnaw ; 

Even so she languisheth in her mishaps. 

As those poor birds that helpless berries 
saw. 

The warm effects which she in him finds 
missing < 

She seeks to kindle with continual 
kissing. 

But all in vain ; good queen, it will not be. 

She hath assay’d as much as may be prov’d; 

Her pleading hath deserv’d a greater 
fee; 

She’s Love, she loves, and yet she is not 
lov'd. 

* Fie, fie,* he says ‘ you crush me; let 
me go; 

You have no reason to withhold me so,’ 

‘ Thou hadst been gone,* quoth she * sweet 
boy, ere this, 

But that thou told’st me thou wouldst hunt 
the boar. 

O, be advis’d! Thou know'st not what it is 

With javelin's point a churlish swine to 
gore. 

Whose tushes never sheath'd he whetteth 
still. 

Like to a mortal butcher bent to kill. 

* On his Ijow-back he hath a battle set 

Of bristly pikes that ever threat his foes; 

His eyes like glow-worms shine when he 

doth fret; o.*! 

His snout digs sepulchres where'er he goes ; 

Being mov'd, he strikes whate’er is in his 
way, 

And whom he strikes his cruel tushes 
slay. 

* His brawny sides, with hairy bristles 

armed, 6-5 

Are better proof than thy spear’s point can 
enter; 

His short thick neck cannot be easily 
harmed; ! 

Being ireful, on the lion he will venter. | 

The thorny brambles and embracing! 
bushes, i 

As fearful of him, part ; through whom; 
he rushes, 630 


* Alas, he nought esteems that face of thine. 
To which Love's eyes pays tributary gazes ; 
Nor thy soft hands, sweet lips, and crystal 

eyne, 

Whose full perfection all the world amazes; 
But having thee at vantage—wondrous 
dread!— 635 

Would root these beauties as he roots 
the mead. 

* O. let him keep his loatlisome cabin 

still! 

Beauty hath nought to do with such foul 
fiends. 

Come not within his danger by thy will. 
They that thrive well take counsel of their 
friends. 640 

When thou didst name the boar, not to 
dissemble, 

1 fear’d thy fortune, and my joints did 
tremble. 

‘ Didst thou not mark my face ? Was it 
not white ? 

Sawest thou not signs of fear lurk in mine 
eye ? 

Grew I not faint ? And fell 1 not down¬ 
right ? (»45 

Within my bosom, whereon thou dost lie, 
My boding heart pants, beats, and takes 
no rest. 

But, like an earthquake, shakes thee on 
my breast. 

' For where Love reigns, disturbing Jeal¬ 
ousy 

Doth call himself Affection’s sentinel; ^>50 
Gives false alarms, suggesteth mutiny, 
And in a peaceful hour doth cry “ Kill, 
kill! ’’ 

Distemp’ring gentle Love in his desire, 

As air and water do abate the fire. 

* This sour informer, this bate-breeding 

spy, 055 

This canker that eats up Love’s tender 
spring. 

This carry-tale, dissent ions Jealousy, 

That sometime true news, sometime false 
doth bring, 

Knocks at my heart, and whispers in 
mine car. 

That if 1 love thee I thy death should 
fear; 660 

* And, more than so, presenteth to mine eye 
The picture of an angry chafing boar. 
Under whose sharp fangs on his back doth 

lie 

An image like thyself, all stain’d with gore ; 
Whose blood upon the fresh flowers being 
shed (>65 

Doth make them droop with grief and 
hang the head. 

* What should I do, seeing thee so indeed. 
That tremble at th' imagination ? 
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The thought of it doth make my faint heart 
bleed, 

And fear doth teach it divination: 670 

I prophesy thy death, my living sorrow. 
If thou encounter with the boar to¬ 
morrow. 

* But if thou needs wilt hunt, be rul’d by 

me; 

Uncouple at the timorous flying hare, 

Or at the fox which lives by subtlety, 675 

Or at the roe which no encounter dare. 
Pursue these fearful creatures o’er the 
downs. 

And on thy well-breath’d horse keep 
with thy hounds. 

‘ And when thou hast on foot the purblind 
hare, 

Mark tlie poor wretch, to overshoot his 
troubles, cvr 

How he outruns the wind, and with what 
care 

He cranks and crosses with a thousand 
doubles. 

The many musits through the which he 
goes 

Are like a labyrinth to amaze his foes. 

‘ Sometime he runs among a flock of sheep, 

To make the cunning hounds mistake their 
smell, 

And sometime where earth-delving conics 
keep. 

To stop the loud pursuers in their yell; 
And sometime sorteth with a herd of 
deer. 

Danger deviseth shifts; wit waits on 
fear. (xjo 

* For there his smell with others being 

mingled. 

The hot scent-snutfing hounds are driven 
to doubt. 

Ceasing their clamorous cry till they have 
singled 

With much ado the cold fault cleanly out. 
Then do they spend their mouths ; echo 
replies, 695 

As if another chase were in the skies. 

* By this, poor Wat, far oft’ upon a hill. 

Stands on his hinder legs with list’niag 

ear, 

To hearken if his foes pursue him still; 

Anon their loud alarums he doth hear ; 7‘»t* 
And now his grief may be compared well 
To one sore sick that hears the passing- 
beU. 


^ Then shalt thou see the dew-bedabbled 
wretch 

Turn and return, indenting with the way ;! 
Each envious briar his weary legs do! 

scratch, 705' 

Each shadow makes him stop, each mur-i 
mur stay; I 


For misery is trodden on by many, 

And being low never reliev’d by any. 

‘ Lie quietly and hear a little more ; 

Nay, do not struggle, for thou shalt not 

rise. yto 

To make thee hate the hunting of the 
boar. 

Unlike myself thou hear’st me moralize, 
Applying this to that, and so to so ; 

For love can comment upon every woe. 

‘ Where did 1 leave ? ' ’No matter where ; ’ 
quoth he 715 

‘ Leave me, and then the story aptly ends. 
The night is spent.’ ‘ Why, what of that ? * 
quoth she. 

’ I am,’ quoth he ‘ expected of my friends ; 
And now ’tis dark, and going I shall fall,’ 
‘ In night,’ quoth she ‘ desire secs best 
of all. 720 

‘ But if thou fall, O, then imagine this, 

'1 he earth in love with thee thy footing 
trips. 

And all is but to rob thee of a kiss. 

Rich preys make true-men thieves ; so do 
thy lips 7.^4 

Make modest Dian cloudy and forlorn. 
Lest slie should steal a kiss, and die 
forsworn. 

‘ Now of this dark night I perceive the 
reason: 

Cynthia for shame obscures her silver shine, 
Till forging Nature be condemn'd of 
treason 

For stealing moulds from heaven that were 
divine, 7.^0 

Wherein she fram’d thee in high heaven’s 
despite. 

To shame the sun by day and her by 
night. 

' And therefore hath she brib’d the 
Destinies 

To cross the curious workmanship of 
Nature, 

To mingle beauty with infirmities, 735 
And pure j^rfection with impure defeature. 
Making it subject to the tyranny 
Of mad mischances and much misery ; 

‘ As burning fevers, agues pale and faint, 
Life-poisoning pestilence, and frenzies 
wood, 740 

The marrow-eating sickness whose attaint 
Disorder breeds by heating of tlie blood. 
Surfeits, imposthumes, grief, and damn’d 
despair. 

Swear Nature's death for framing thee 
so fair. 

’ And not the least of all these maladies 74 s 
But in one minute’s fight brings beauty 
under. 

Both favour, savour, hue, and qualities, 
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Whereat th’ impartial gazer late did 
wonder, 

Are on the sudden wasted, thaw'd, and 
done. 

As mountain snow melts with the midday 
sun. ; 

‘ Therefore, despite of fruitless chastity. 
Love-lacking vestals, and self-loving nuns, 
lhat on the earth would breed a scarcity 
And barren dearth of daughters and of 
vsons. 

Be prodigal: the lamp that burns by 
night 755 

Dries up his oil to lend the world his 
light. 

‘ What is thy body but a swiillow’ing grave. 
Seeming to bury that posterity 
Which by the rights of time thou needs 
must have, 7 yj 

If thou destroy them not in dark obscurity ? 

If so, the world will hold thee in disdain, 

Sith in thy pride so fair a hope is slain. 

* So in thyself thyself art made away— 

A mischief worse than civil home-bred 

strife. 

Or theirs whose desperate hands themselves 
do slay, 7 (>:, 

Or butcher-sire that reaves his son of life. 

Foul cank'ring rust the hidden treasure 
frets, 

But gold that's put to use more gold 
begets,' 

* Nay, then,’ quoth Adon ‘ you will fall 

again 

Into your idle over-handled theme ; 77c 

The kiss I gav^e you is bestow'd in vain, 
And all in vain you strive against the 
stream ; 

For, by this black-fac’d night, desire’s 
foul nurse, 

Your treatise makes me like you worse 
and worse. 

' If love have lent you twenty thousand 
tongues, 773 

And every tongue more moving than your 
own, 

Bewitching like the wanton mermaid’s 
songs, 

Yet from mine ear the tempting tune is 
blow^n ; 

For know, my heart stands armed in 
mine ear, 770 

And will not let a false sound enter there, 

' Lest the deceiving harmony should run 
Into the quiet closure of my breast; 

And then my little heart were quite undone. 
In his bedchamber to be barr'd of rest. 

No, lady, no; my heart longs not to 
groan, 7K5: 

But soundly sleeps, while now it sleeps; 
alone. ' 
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‘ What have you urg'd that I cannot 
reprove ? 

The path is smooth that leadeth on to 
danger; 

I hate not love, but your device in Iovt, 
That lends embracements unto every 
stranger. 7 <j> 

You do it for increase I O strange excuse, 
When reason is the bawd to lust's abuse ! 

' Call it not love, for Love to heaven is fled. 
Since sweating lust on earth usurp’d his 
name ; 

Under w hose simple semblance he hath fed 
Upon fresh beauty, blotting it with blame ; 
Which the hot tyrant stains and soon 
bereaves, 79? 

As caterpillars do the tender leaves. 

‘ Love comforteth like sunshine after rain, 
But Lust's effect is tempest after sun ; Soo 
Love's gentle spring doth always fresh 
remain : 

Lust's winter comes ere summer half be 
done. 

Love surfeits not: Lust like a glutton 
dies. 

Love is all truth : Lust full of forged lies. 

‘ More I could tell, but more 1 dare not 
say; 

The text is old, the orator too green. 
Therefore, in sadness, now 1 will away ; 
My face is full of sheunc, my heart of teen ; 
Mine cars that to your wanton talk 
attended 

Do burn themselves for having so 
offended.’ 

With this he breaketh from the sweet 
embrace 

Of those fair arms which bound him to her 
breast, 

And homeward through the dark laund 
runs apace; 

Leaves Love upon her back, deeply dis¬ 
tress'd. 

Look how a bright star shooteth from the 
sky, 815 

So glides he in the night from Venus' eye; 

Which after him she darts, as one on shore 
Gazing upon a late-embarked friend, 

Til! the w'ild waves will have him seen no 
more. 

Whose ridges with the meeting clouds 
contend; 

So did the merciless and pitchy night 
Fold in the object that did feed her sight. 

Whereat amaz'd, as one that unaware 
Hath dropp'd a precious jewel in the flood, 
Or stonish'd as night-wand’rers often are, 
Their light blown out in some mistrustful 
wood; 826 

Even so confounded in the dark she lay, 
Having lost the fair discovery of her way. 
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And now she beats her heart, whereat it 
groans, 

That all the neighbour caves, as seeming 
troubled, Sio 

Make verbal repetition of her moans ; 
Passion on passion deeply is redo\ibled: 

* Ay me! ' she cries, and twenty times, 
* Woe, woe ! * 

And twenty echoes twenty times cry so. 

She, marking them, begins a wailing note, 
And sings extemporally a woeful ditty— 
How love makes young men thrall, and old 
men dote; 

How love is wise in folly, foolish-witty. 

Her lieavy anthem still concludes in woe. 

And still the choir of echoes answer so. 

Her song was tedious, and outwore the 
night, Jmi 

For lovers* hours are long, though seeming 
short; 

If pleas’d themselves, others, they think, 
delight 

In such-iike circumstance, with such-like 
sport. 

I’heir copious stories, oftentimes begun. 

End without audience and are never 

done. S40 

For who hath she to spend the night withal 
But idle sounds resembling parasits, 

Like shrill-tongu'd tapsters answering 
every call, 

Soothing the humour of fantastic wits ? 8 v* 

She says * ’Tis so ’; they answer all 
‘ 'Tis so ’; 

And would say after her, if she said ‘ No ’. 

Lo, here the gentle lark, weary of rest. 
From his moist cabinet mounts up on high, 
And wakes the morning, from whose silver 
breast 855 

The sun ariseth in his majesty ; 

Who doth the world so gloriously behold 

That cedar-tops and hills seem burnish’d 
gold. 

Venus salutes him with this fair good- 
morrow : 

‘ O thou clear god, and patron of all light. 
From whom each lamp and shining star 
doth borrow 

The beauteous influence that makes him 
bright, 

There lives a son that suck’d an earthly 
mother 

May lend thee light, as thou dost lend 
to other 

This said, she hasteth to a myrtle grove, 865 
Musing the morning is so much o’erworn. 
And yet she hears no tidings of her love ; 
She hearkens for his hounds and for his 
horn. 

Anon she hears them chant it lustily. 

And all in haste she coasteth to the cry. i 


And as she runs, the bushes in the way 
Some catch her by the neck, some kiss her 
lace, sy-i 

Some twine about her thigh to make her 
stay; 

She wildly breaketh from their strict 
embrace, 

Like a milch doc whose swelling dugs 
do ache 871 

Hasting to feed her fawn hid in some 
brake. 

By this, she hears the hounds are at a bay ; 
Whereat slie starts, like one that spies an 
adder 

Wreath’d up in fatal folds just in his way. 
The fear whereof doth make him shake and 
shudder; ss ) 

Even so the timorous yelping of the 
hounds 

Appals her senses and her spirit con¬ 
founds. 

For now she knows it is no gentle chase, 
But the blunt boar, rough bear, or lion 
proud. 

Because the cry remaineth in one place, 885 
Where fearfully the dogs exclaim aloud. 

Finding their enemy to be so curst, 

They all strain court’sy who shall cope 
him first. 

Tlii.s di.smal cry rings .sadly in her car, 
Through which it enters to surprise her 
heart, soo 

Who, overcome by doubt and bloodless 
fear, 

With cold-pale weakness numbs each feel¬ 
ing part; 

Like soldiers, when their captain once 
doth yield, 

They basely fly and dare not stay the 
field. 

Thus stands she in a trembling ecstasy ; 895 
Till, cheering up her senses all dismay’d, 
She tells them ’tis a causeless fantasy, 

And childish error that they are afraid ; 

Bids them leave quaking, bids them fear 
no more— 

And with that word she spied the hunted 
boar, 900 

Whose frothy mouth, bepainted all with 
red. 

Like milk and blood being mingled both 
together, 

A second fear through all her sinews spread. 
Which madly hurries her she knows not 
whither: 

This way she runs, and now she will no 
further, 905 

But back retires to rate the boar for 
murther. 

A thousand spleens bear her a thousand 
ways; 
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She treads the path that she untreads 
again ; 

Her more than haste is mated with delays, 
Like the proceedings of a drunken brain, 

Full of respects, yet nought at all respect¬ 
ing. 

In hand with all things, nought at all 
effecting. 

Here kennell’d in a brake she finds a 
hound, 

And asks the weary caitiff for his master; 
And there another licking of his wound, 
'Gainst venom’d sores the only sovereign 
plaster ; 

And here she meets another sadly 
scowling. 

To whom she speaks, and he replies with 
howling. 

When he hath ceas'd his ill-resounding 
noise, 

Another flap-mouth'd mourner, black and 
grim, 91 

AgaiiisV the welkin volleys out his voice ; 
Another and another answer him. 

Clapping their proud tails to the ground 
below. 

Shaking their scratch’d ears, bleeding as 
they go. 

Look how the world's poor people are 
amazed 9*5 

At apparitions, signs, and prodigies, 
Whcrt^)n with fearful eyes they long have 
gazed. 

Infusing them with dreadful prophecies ; 

So she at these sad signs draws up her 
breath, 

And, sighing it again, exclaims on I>cath, 

* Hard-favour’d tyrant, ugly, meagre, lean, 
Hateful div orce of love,’—thus chides she 

Deatii— 

‘ Grim-grinning ghost, earth’s worm, what 
dost thou mean 

To stifle beauty, and to steal his breath. 

Who when he liv’d, his breath and beauty 

set 9.i5 

Gloss on the rose, smell to the violet ? 

‘ If he be dead—O no, it cannot be. 

Seeing his beauty, thou shouldst strike 
at it. 

O yes, it may ; thou hast no eyes to see. 
But hatefully at random dost thou hit. 94^^ 

Thy mark is feeble age; but thy false 
dart 

Mistakes that aim and cleaves an infant’s 
heart. 

* Hadst thou but bid beware, then he had 

spoke, 

And hearing him thy power had lost his 
power. 944 

The Destinies will curse thee for this 
stroke: 

ia8o 


They bid thee crop a wetxl; thou pluck'st a 
flower. 

Love's golden arrow at him should have 
fled. 

And not Death’s ebon dart, to strike him 
dead. 

' Dost thou drink tears, that thou provok’st 
such weeping ? 949 

What may a heavy groan advantage thee ? 
Why hast thou cast into eternal sleeping 
Those eyes that taught all other eyes to see ? 

iSJow Nature cares not for thy mortal 
vigour, 

Since her best work is ruin’d with thy 
rigour.’ 

Here overcome, as one full of despair, 905 
She vail’d her eyelids, who, like sluices, 
stopp’d 

The crystal tide that from her two cheeks 
fair 

In the sweet channel of her Ixjsom dropp’d ; 

But through the floodgates breaks the 
silver rain, 

And with his strong course opens them 
again. 900 

O, how her eyes and tears did lend and 
borrow I 

Her eye seen in the tears, tears in her eye ; 
Both crystals, where they view’d each 
other’s sorrow— 

Sorrow that friendly sighs sought still to 
dry; 

But like a stormy day, now wind, now 
rain, 96=) 

Sighs dry her cheeks, tears make them 
wet again. 

Variable passions throng her constant woe, 
As striving who should best become her 
grief; 

All entertain’d, each passion labours so 
That every present sorrow seemeth chief. 

But none is best. Then join they ail 
together, 971 

Like many clouds consulting for foul 
weather. 

By this, far off she hears some huntsman 
hollow; 

A nurse’s song ne’er pleas’d her babe so 
well. 

The dire imagination she did follow 975 
This sound of hope doth labour to expel; 

For now reviving joy bids her rejoice, 

And flatters her it is Adonis* voice. 

Whereat her tears began to turn their tide. 
Being prison’d in her eye like pearls in 
glass; 9S0 

Yet sometimes falls an orient drop beside, 
Which her cheek melts, as scorning it 
should pass 

To wash the foul face of the sluttish 
ground. 
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Who ivS but drunken when she seemeth 
drown'd. 

O hard-believing love, how strange it 
seems 9«.‘5 

Not to believe, and yet too credulous ! 
lliy weal and woe are both of them ex¬ 
tremes ; 

Despair and hope makes thee ridiculous : 

The one doth flatter thee in thoughts 
unlikely, 

In likely thoughts the other kills thee 
quickly. 

Now she unweaves the web that she hath 
wrought: 

Adonis lives, and Death is not to blame; 

It was not she that call’d him all to nought. 
Now she adds honours to his hateful name : 

She clepes him king of graves, and grave 
for kings, 

Imperious supreme of all mortal things. 

* No, no,* quoth she ‘ sweet Death, 1 did 

but jest; 

Yet pardon me 1 felt a kind of fear 
When as I met the boar, that bloody beast 
Which knows no pity I^ut is still severe. ioo<> 

Then, gentle shadow—truth I must 
confess— 

1 rail’d on thee, fearing my love’s 
decesse. 

* 'Tis not my fault; the boar provok’d my 

tongue; 

Be wreak’d on him, invisible commander; 
'Tis he, foul creature, that hath done thee 
wrong; loos 

1 did but act; he’s author of thy slander. 

Grief hath two tongues, and never woman 
yet 

Could rule them both without ten 
women's wit.’ 

Thus, hoping that Adonis is alive. 

Her rash suspect she doth extenuate ; 

And that his beauty may the better thrive, 
With Death she humbly doth insinuate ; 

Tells him of trophies, statues, tombs, 
and stories 

His victories, his triumphs, and his 
glories. 

' O Jove,’ quoth she ‘ how much a fool 
was I 

To be of such a weak and silly mind 
To wail his death who lives, and must not 
die 

Till mutual overthrow of mortal kind I 

For he being dead, with him is beauty 
slain, 

And, beauty dead, black cliaos comes 
again. 1020 

' Fie, fie, fond love, thou art so full of fear 
As one with treasure laden, hemm'd with 
thieves: 


Trifles, unwitnessed with eye or ear, 

Thy coward heart with false bethinking 
grieves.' 

Even at this word she hears a merry 
horn, 10jn 

Whereat she leaps that was but late 
forlorn. 

As falcons to the lure away she flics ; 

'^I'he grass stoops not, she treads on it so 
light; 

And in her haste unfortunately spies 
The foul boar’s conquest on her fair 
delight; 1030 

Which seen, lier eyes, as murd’red with 
the view. 

Like stars asham’d of day, themselves 
withdrew ; 

Or as the snail, whose tender horns being 
hit. 

Shrinks backward in his shelly cave with 
pain. 

And there, all smoth’red up, in shade doth 
sit, 10J5 

Long after fearing to creep forth again ; 

So at his bloody view her eyes are fled 

Into the deep-dark cabins of her head ; 

Where they resign their office and their 
light 

To the disposing of her troubled brain ; 1040 
Who bids them still consort with ugly 
night, 

And never wound the heart with looks 
again; 

Who, like a king perplexed in his throne. 

By their suggestion gives a deadly groan. 

Whereat each tributary subject quakes ; 

As when the wind, imprison’d in the 
ground, 1046 

Struggling for passage, earth's foundation 

shakCvS, 

Which witli cold terror doth men's minds 
confound. 

This mutiny each part doth so surprise 

That from their dark beds once more leap 
her eyes ; 1050 

And, being open’d, threw unwilling light 
Upon the wide wound that the boar had 
trench’d 

In his soft flank ; whose wonted lily white 
With purple tears that his wound wept was 
drench'd. 

No flow’r was nigh, no grass, herb, leaf, 
or weed, 

But stole his blood and seem’d with him 
to bleed. 

This solemn sympathy poor Venus noteth. 
Over one shoulder doth she hang her head ; 
Dumbly she passions, frantidy she doteth ; 
She thinks he could not die, he is not dead. 

Her voice is stopp’d, her joints forget to 
bow; io6t 

isSx 
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Her eyes are mad that they have wept 
till now. 

Upon his hurt she looks so steadfastly 
That her sight dazzling makes the wound 
seem three; 

And then she reprehends her mangling eye 
That makes more gashes where no breach 
should be. 

His face seems twain, each several limb 
is doubled; 

For oft the eye mistakes, the brain being 
troubled. 

‘ My tongue cannot express my grief for 
one, 

And yet ’ quoth she ‘ behold two Adons 
dead. i< 

My sighs are blown away, my salt tears 
gone, 

Mine eyes are turn’d to fire, my heart to 
lead ; 

Heavy heart’s lead melt at mine eyes’ 
red fire! 

So shall 1 die by drops of hot desire. 

‘ Alas, poor world, what treasure hast thou 
lost I Jo;5 

What face remains alive that’s worth the 
viewing ? 

Whose tongue is music now ? What canst 
thou boast 

Of things long since, or any thing ensuing ? 

The flow'ers are sweet, their colours fresh 
and trim; 

But true-sweet beauty liv’d and died 
with him. loso 

* Bonnet nor veil henceforth no creature 
wear; 

Nor sun nor wind will ever strive to kiss 
you : 

Having no fair to lose, you need not 
fear; 

*1 he sun doth scorn you, and the wind doth 
hiss you. 

But when Adonis liv’d, sun and sharp air 

Lurk’d like two thieves to rob him of his 
fair; joSo 

’ And therefore would he put his bonnet on. 
Under whose brim the gaudy sun would 
peep; 

The wind would blow it off, and, being 
gone. 

Play with his locks. Then would Adonis 
weep; 1090 

And straight, in pity of his tender years, 

They both would strive who first should 
dry his tears. 

’ To see his face the lion walk’d along 
Behind some hedge, because he would not 
fear him. 1094 

To recreate himself when he hath song, 
The tiger would be tame and gently hear 
him. 
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If he had spoke, the wolf would leave his 
prey. 

And never fright the silly lamb that day. 

’ When he beheld his shadow in the brook, 
The fishes spread on it their golden gills ; 
When he was by, the birds such pleasure 
took iioi 

That some would sing, some other in their 
bills 

Would bring him mulberries and ripe- 
red cherries ; 

He fed them with his sight, they him 
with berries. 

' But this foul, grim, and urchin-snouted 
boar, 1105 

Whose downward eye still looketh for a 
grave. 

Ne’er saw the beauteous livery that he 
wore : 

Witness the entertainment that he gave. 

If he did see his face, why then I know 

He thought to kiss him, and hath kill'd 
him so. mo 

* 'Tis true, *tis true; thus was Adonis slain: 
He ran upon the boar with his sharp spear, 
Who did not whet his teeth at him again, 
But by a kiss thought to persuade him 
there; 

And nuzzling in his flank, the loving 
swine 1115 

Sheath'd unaware the tusk in his soft 
groin. 

‘ Had I been tooth’d like him, I must 
confess, 

With kissing him I should have kill'd him 
first; 

But he is dead, and never did he bless 
My youth with his ; the more am 1 accurst.’ 

With this, she fulleth in the place she 
stood. It SI 

And stains her face with his congealed 
blood. 

She looks upon his lips, and they are pale; 
She takes him by the hand, and that is cold; 
She whispers in his ears a heavy tale, 11^5 
As if they heard the woeful words she told ; 

She lifts the coffer-lids that close his eyes, 

Where, lo, two lamps burnt out in dark¬ 
ness lies ; 1 r 

Two glasses where herself herself beheld 
A thousand times, and now no more reflect. 
Their virtue lost wherein they late excell’d. 
And every beauty robb’d of his effect. 

* Wonder of time,’ quoth she ‘ this is my 
spite, 1733 

That, thou being dead, the day should 
yet be light. 

’ Since thou art dead, lo, here I prophesy 
Sorrow on love hereafter shall attend ; 

It shall be waited on with jealousy. 
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Find sweet beginning but unsavoury end, 
Ne’er settled equally, but high or low, 
That all love’s pleasure shall not match 
liis woe. 

* It shall be fickle, false, and full of fraud, 
Bud and be blasted in a breathing while. 
The bottom poison, and the top o’erstraw’d 
With sweets that shall the truest sight 
beguile ; 

The strongest body shall it make most 
weak, TI4S 

Strike the wise dumb, and teach the fool 
to speak. 

' It shall be sparing, and too full of riot, 
Teaching decrepit age to tread the 
measures ; 

The staring ruffian shall it keep in quiet, 
Pluck down the rich, enrich the poor with 
treasures; u5o 

It shall be raging mad, and silly mild, 
Make the young old, the old become a 
child. 

’ It shall suspect where is no cause of 
fear; 

It shall not fear where it should most 
mistrust; 

It shall be merciful, and too severe, ii>5 
And most deceiving when it seems most 
just; 

Perverse it shall be wffiere it shows most 
toward, 

Put fear to valour, courage to the 
coward. 

‘ It shall be cause of war and dire events. 
And set dissension 'twixt the son and sire. 
Subject and servile to all discontents, ii‘3i 
As dry combustions matter is to fire. 

Sith in his prime death doth my love 
destroy. 

They that love best their loves shall not 
enjoy.' ii<>4 

By this, the boy that by her side lay kill’d 
Was melted like a vapour from her sight, 


And in his blood that on the ground lay 
spill’d 

A purple flow’r sprung up, check'red with 
white. 

Resembling well his pale checks, and tlie 
blood 

Which in round drops upon their white¬ 
ness stood. 117^^ 

She bows her head the new-sprung flow'r 
to smell, 

Comparing it to her Adonis’ breath ; 

And says within her bosom it shall dwell. 

Since he himself is reft from lier by death ; 
She crops the stalk, and in the breach 
appears j: ;s 

Green dropping sap, which she compares 
to tears. 

‘ Poor flow’r,’ quoth she ‘ this was thy 
father’s guise— 

Sweet issue of a more sw^eet-smelling sire— 

For every little grief to wet his eyes. 

To grow unto himself was his desire, i i so 
And so ’tis thine ; but know, it is as good 
To wither in my breast as in his blood. 

I' Here was thy father's bed, here in my 

I breast; 

I Thou art the next of blood, and ’tis thy 
right. 

Lo, in this hollow cradle take thy rest; j 1S5 

My throbbing heart shall rock thee day and 
night; 

There shall not be one minute in an hour 
Wherein I will not kiss my sweet love’s 
flow’r.’ 

Thus weary of the world, away she hies. 

And yokes her silver doves ; by wliose 
swift aid ii )o 

Their mistress, mounted, through the 
empty skies 

In her light chariot quickly is convey’d. 
Holding their course to Paphos, where 
their queen 

Means to immure herself, and not be seen. 
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TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY WRIOTHESLEY, 

EARLE OF SOUTHAMPTON^ AND BARON OF TITCHFIELD. 

The love I dedicate to your Lordship is without end : wherof this Pamphlet without 
bcginninp: is but a superfluous Moity. The warrant 1 have of your Honourable disposition, 
not the worth of my untutord Lines makes it assured of acceptance. What 1 have done 
is yours, what I have to doc is yours, being part in all I have, devoted yours. Were my 
worth greater my duety would shew greater, mcanc time, as it is, it is bound to your 
Lordship ; To whom I wish long life still lengthned with all happinesse. 

Your Lordships in all duety. 

William Shakespeare. 


THE ARGLTMENT. 

Lucius Tarquinius (for his excessive pride surnamed Superhiis), after he had caused 
his own father-in-law, Servius Tullius, to be cruelly murd’red, and, contrary to the 
Roman laws and customs, not requiring or staying for the people's suffrages, had 
possessed himself of the kingdom, went, accompanied with his sons and otJier noblemen 
of Rome, to besiege Ardea ; during which siege, the principal men of the army meeting 
one evening at the tent of Sextus Tarquinius, the King's son, in their discourses after 
supper every one commended the virtues of his own wife; among whom Collatinus 
extolled the incomparable chastity of his wife Liicretia. In that pleasant humour they 
all posted to Rome; and intending by their secret and sudden arrival to make trial 
of that which every one had before avouched, only Collatinus finds his wife (though 
it were late in the night) spinning amongst her maids; the other ladies were all found 
dancing and revelling, or in several disports. Whereupon the noMcmen yielded Colla¬ 
tinus the victory, and his wife the fame. At that time Sextus Tarquinius, being inflamed 
with Lucrcce' beauty, yet smothering liis passions for the present, departed with the 
rest back to the camp; from whence he shortly after privily withdrew himself, and 
was (according to his estate) royally entertained and lodged by Lucrece at Cbllatium. 
The same night he treacherously stealcth into her chamber, violently ravish'd her, 
and early in the morning speedeth away. Lucrece, in this lamentable plight, hastily 
dispatcheth messengers, one to Rome for her father, another the camp for Collatinc. 
They came, the one accompanied with Junius Brutus, the other with Publius Valerius ; 
and, finding Lucrece attired in mourning habit, demanded the cause of her sorrow. 
She, first taking an oath of them for her revenge, revealed the actor and whole manner 
of his dealing, and wuthal suddenly stabbed herself. Which done, with one consent 
they all vowed to root out the whole hated family of the Tarqiiins; and, bearing the 
dead body to Rome, Brutus acquainted the people with the doer and manner of the 
vile deed, with a bitter invective against the tyranny of the King; wherewith the 
people were so moved, that with one consent and a general acclamation the Tarquins 
were all exiled, and the state government changed from kings to consuls. 


From the besieged Ardea all in post. 
Borne by the trustless wings of false desire. 
Lust-breathed Tarquin leaves the Roman 
host, 

And to Collatium bears the lightless fire 
Which, in pale embers hid, lurks to aspire s 
And girdle with embracing flames the 
waist 

Of CoUatine’s fair love, Lucrece the 
chaste. 

Haply that name of ‘ chaste ' unhap’Iv set 
This batclcss edge on his keen appetite; 

1284 


When Collatinc unwisely did not let 
To praise the clear unmatched red and 
white 

Which triumph’d in that sky of his delight, 
Where mortal stars, as bright as heaven’s 
beauties. 

With pure aspects did him pecidiar 
duties. 14 

For he the night before, in Tarquin's tent, 
Unlock’d the treasure of his happy state— 
What priceless wealth the heavens had him 
lent 
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In the possession of his beauteous mate; 
Reck’niiig his fortune at such high-proud 
rate, 

That kings might be espoused to more 
fame, 

But king nor peer to such a peerless 
dame. 

O happiness enjoy’d but of a few I 
And, if possess’d, as soon decay’d and done 
As is the morning’s silver-melting dew 24 
AgainvSt the golden splendour of the sun! 
An expir’d date, cancell’d ere well begun: 

Honour and beauty, in the owner’s arms. 

Are weakly fortress’d from a world of 
harms. 

Beauty itself doth of itself persuade 
The eyes of men Avithout an orator; 30 

What ncedeth then apologies be made 
To set forth that which is so singular ? 

Or why is Collatine the publisher 

Of that rich jewel he should keep un¬ 
known 34 

From thievish ears, because it is his own ? 

Perchance his boast of Lucrcce' sov’reignty 
Suggested this proud issue of a king ; 

For by our cars our hearts oft tainted be. 
Perchance that envy of so rich a thing, 
Braving compare, disdainfully did sting 4<> 

His high-pitch’d thoughts that meaner 
men should vaunt 

That golden hap which their superiors 
want. 

But some untimely thought did instigate 
His all-too-timeless speed, if none of those. 
His honour, his affairs, his friends, his state. 
Neglected all, with swift intent he gCH>s 40 
To quench the coal which in his liver glows. 

O rash false heat, wrapp’d in repentant 
cold. 

Thy hasty spring still blasts and ne’er 
grows old 1 4’j 

When at Collatium this false lord arrived. 
Well was he welcom’d by the Roman dame, 
Within whose face beauty and virtue 
strived 

Which of them both should underprop her 
fame: 

When virtue bragg’d, beauty would blush 
for shame; 

When beauty boasted blushes, in despite 

Virtue would stain that o'er with silver 
wliite, 56 

But beauty, in that white intituled, 

From Venus* doves doth challenge that fair 
field; 

Then virtue claims from beauty beauty’s 
red. 

Which virtue gave the golden age to gild 60 
Their silver cheeks, and call’d it then their 
shield; 

Teaching them thus to use it in the light. 


When shame assail’d, the red should 
fence the white. 

This heraldry in Lucrcce’ face was seen, 
Argued by beauty's red and virtue’s 
white; 65 

Of cither’s colour was the other queen. 
Proving from world's minority their right; 
Yet their ambition makes them still to fight, 
The sovereignty of either being so great 
That oft they interchange each other’s 
seat. 70 

This silent war of lilies and of roses 
Which l arquin view^'d in her fair face’s 
field. 

In their pure ranks his traitor eye encloses ; 
Where, lest between them both it should be 
kill’d, 74 

The coward captive vanquished doth yield 
To those two armies that would let him 
Ko 

Rather than triumph in so false a foe. 

Now thinks he that her husband’s shallow 
tongue— 

The niggard prodigal that prais’d her so— 
In that high task hath done her beauty 
wrong, So 

Which far exceeds his barren skill to show ; 
Therefore that praise which Collatine doth 
owe 

Enchanted Tarquin answers with sur¬ 
mise, 

In silent wonder of still-gazing eyes. 

This earthly saint, adored by this devil, 85 
Little siispecteth the false worshipper; 

For unstain’d thoughts do seldom dream 
on evil; 

Birds never lim'd no secret bushes fear. 

So guiltless she securely gives good cheer 
And reverend welcome to her princely 
guest, >0 

Whose inward ill no outward harm 
express’d; 

For that he colour’d with his high estate. 
Hiding base sin in pleats of majesty ; 

That nothing in him seem’d inordinate, 94 
Save sometime too much wonder of his eye. 
Which, having all, all could not satisfy ; 
But, poorly rich, so wanteth in his store 
That cloy’d with much he pineth still for 
more. 

But she that never cop’d with stranger eyes 
Could pick no meaning from their parling 
looks, 100 

Nor read the subtle-shining secrecies 
Writ in the glassy margents of such books. 
She touch'd no unknowm baits, nor fear'd 
no hooks; 

Nor could she moralize his wanton sight. 
More than his eyes were open’d to the 
light. 105 
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He stories to her ears her husband's fame. 
Won in the fields of fruitful Italy; 

And decks with praises Collatine's high 
name, 

Made glorious by his manly chivalry, 

With bruised arms and wreaths of victory. 
Her joy with heav’d-up hand she doth 
express, m 

And, wordless, so greets heaven for his 
success. 

Far from the purpose of his coming thither 
He makes excuses for his being there. 

No cloudy show of stormy blust'ring 
weather 115 

Doth yet in his fair welkin once appear ; 
Till sable Night, mother of Dread and Fear, 
Upon the world dim darkness doth 
display, 

And in her vaulty prison stows the Day. 

For then is Tarquin brought unto his bed. 
Intending weariness with heavy sprite ; 
For, after supper, long he questioned 1-2 
With modest Lucrece, and wore out the 
night. 

Now leaden slumber with life's strength 
doth fight; 

And every one to rest themselves betake. 
Save thieves, and cares, and troubled 
minds that wake. 

As one of w’hich doth Tarquin lie revolving 
The sundry dangers of his will's obtaining ; 
Yet ever to obtain his will resolving, 
Though weak-built hopes persuade him to 
abstaining; 130 

Despair to gain doth traffic oft for gaining ; 
And when great treasure is the meed 
proposed. 

Though death be adjunct, there’s no 
death supposed. 

Those that much covet are with gain so 
fond 

That what they have not, that which they 
possess X 35 

They scatter and unloose it from their bond. 
And so, by hoping more, they have but less; 
Or, gaining more, the profit of excess 
Is but to surfeit, and such griefs sustain 
That they prove bankrupt in this poor- 
rich gain. I in 

The aim of all is but to nurse the life 
With honour, wealth, and ease in waning 
age; 

And in this aim there is such thwarting 
strife 

That one for all or all for one we gage: 

As life for honour in fell battle's rage; 145 
Honour for wealth ; and oft that wealth 
doth cost 

ITie death of all, and all together lost. 

So that in vent'ring ill we leave to be 
The things we are for that which we expect; 


And tliis ambitious foul infirmity, 15^ 

In having much, torments us with defect 
Of that we have ; so then we do neglect 
ITie thing wc have and, all for want of 
wit, 

Make something nothing by augmenting 
it. 

Such hazard now^ must doting Tarquin 
make, 155 

Pawning his honour to obtain his lust; 
And for himself himself he must forsake— 
Then where is truth if there be no self- 
trust ? 

When shall he think to find a stranger just, 
When he himself himself confounds, 
betrays 160 

To sland'rous tongues and wretched 
hateful days ? 

Now stole upon the time the dead of night. 
When heavy sleep had clos’d up mortal 
eyes ; 

No comfortable star did lend his light, 

No noise but owls’ and wolves' death- 
boding cries; lOis 

Now serves the season that they may 
surprise 

The silly Iambs, Pure thoughts are dead 
and still. 

While lust and murder wake to stain and 
kill. 

And now this lustful lord leap'd from his 
bed, 

Throwing his mantle rudely o'er his arm; 
Is madly toss’d between desire and dread ; 
Th’ one sweetly flatters, th' other feareth 
harm; 

But honest Fear, bewitch’d with lust's foul 
charm, 173 

Doth too too oft betake him to retire. 
Beaten away by brain-sick rude desire. 

His falchion on a flint he softly smiteth. 
That from the cold stone sparks of fire do 

Whereat a waxen torch forthwith he 
lighteth. 

Which must be lode-star to his lustful eye ; 
And to the flame thus speaks advisedly; iSo 
‘ As from this cold flint I enforc'd this 
fire, 

So Lucrece must I force to my desire '. 

Here pale with fear he doth premeditate 
The dangers of his loathsome enterprise. 
And in his inward mind he doth debate m 
What following sorrow may on this arise; 
Then, looking scornfully, he doth despise 
His naked armour of still-slaughtered 
lust, 

And justly thus controls his thoughts 
unjust; 

‘ Fair torch, burn out thy light, and lend 
it not 190 
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To darken her whose light excelleth thine ; 
And die, unhallowed thoughts, before you 
blot 

With your undeanness that w^hich is divine; 
Offer pure incense to so pure a shrine: 

Let fair humanity abhor the deed 195 
That spots and stains love*s modest 
snow-white weed. 

• O shame to knighthood and to shining 

arms ! 

O foul dishonour to my household's grave ! 
O impious act including all foul harms ! 

A martial man to be soft fancy’s slave! 
True ^ alour still a true respect should have; 
Then my digression is so vile, so base, 
That it will live engraven in my face. 

’ Yea, though I die, the scandal will survive 
And be an eyesore in my golden coat; 205 
Some loathsome dash the herald will 
contrive 

To cipher me how fondly I did dote ; 

That my posterity, sham’d with the note. 
Shall curse my bones, and hold it for no 
sin 2<><) 

To wish that 1 their father had not been. 

‘ What win I if I gain the thing I seek ? 

A dream, a breath, a froth of fleeting joy. 
Who buys a minute’s mirth to wail a week ? 
Or sells eternity to get a toy ? 

For one sweet grape who will the vine 
destroy ? 21s 

Or what fond beggar, but to touch the 
crown, 

Would with the sceptre straight be 
strucken down ? 

‘ If Collatinus dream of my intent, 218 
Will he not wake, and in a desp’ratc rage 
Post hither, this vile purpose to prevent— 
This siege that hath engirt his marriage, 
This blur to youth, this sorrow to the sage. 
This dying virtue, this surviving shame, 
Whose crime will bear an ever-during 
blame ? 

‘ O, what excuse can my invention make 
When thou shalt charge me with so black a 
deed ? 236 

Will not my tongue be mute, my frail joints 
shake. 

Mine eyes forgo their light, my false heart 
bleed ? 

The guilt being great, the fear doth still 
exceed; 

And extreme fear can neither fight nor 
fly, 

But coward-like with trembling terror 
die. 

* Had Collatinus kill’d my son or sire, 

Or lain in ambush to betray my life. 

Or were he not my dear friend, this desire 
Might have excuse to work upon his wife. 
As in revenge or quittal of such strife ; 


But as he is my kinsman, my dear friend, 
The shame and fault finds no excuse nor 
end. 338 

’ Shameful it is—ay, if the fact be known ; 
Hateful it is—there is no hate in loving ; 
I’ll beg her love—but she is not her own— 
Tlie worst is but denial and reproving. 

My will is strong, past reason’s weak 
removing— 

Who fears a sentence or an old man’s saw 
Shall by a painted cloth be kept in awe.’ 

I'hus, graceless, holds he disputation 3(6 
’Tween frozen conscience and hot-burning 
will. 

And with good thoughts makes dispensa¬ 
tion. 

Urging the worser sense for vantage still; 
Which in a moment doth confound and kill 
All pure effects, and doth so far proceed 
That what is vile shows like a virtuous 
deed. 

Quoth he ’ She took me kindly by the hand 
And gaz'd for tidings in my eager eyes. 
Fearing some hard news from the warlike 
band 2.S5 

Where her beloved Collatinus lies. 

O how her fear did make her colour rise ! 
First red as roses that on lawn w'e lay, 
Then white as lawn, the roses took away. 

* And how her hand in my hand being 
lock'd 

Forc’d it to tremble with her loyal fear I 
Which struck her sad, and then it faster 
rock’d 

Until her husband’s welfare she did hear; 
Whereat she smiled with so sweet a cheer 
That had Narcissus seen her as she stood 
Self-love had never drown’d him in the 
flood. 26U 

‘ Why hunt I then for colour or excuses ? 
All orators are dumb when beauty plead- 
eth; 

Poor wretches have remorse in poor abuses; 
Love thrives not in the heart that shadows 
dreadeth; 270 

Affection is my captain, and he Icadeth ; 
And when his gaudy banner is display’d. 
The coward fights and will not be dis¬ 
may’d. 

‘ Then, childish fear avaunt 1 debating die! 
Respect and reason wait on wrinkled age I 
My heart shall never countermand mine 
eye; 276 

Sad pause and deep regard beseems the 
sage; 

My part is youth, and beats these from the 
stage; 

Desire my pilot is, beauty my prize ; 
Then who fears sinking where such 
treasure lies ? * aso 
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As corn o'ergrown by weeds, so heedful fear 
Is almost chok’d by unresisted lust. 

Away he steals with open list’ning ear, 
Full of foul hope, and lull of fond mistrust; 
Both whicli, as servitors to the unjust, aa*: 

So cross him with their opposite per¬ 
suasion 

That now he vows a league, and now 
invasion. 

Within his thought her heavenly image sits. 
And in the selfsame seat sits Collatine, 
That eye which looks on her confounds his 
wits; 290 

That eye which him beholds, as more 
divine, 

Unto a view’ so false will not incline ; 

But with a pure appeal seeks to the heart. 

Which once corrupted takes the worscr 
part; 294 

And therein heartens up his servile powders, 
Who, flatt’red by their leader's jocund 
show. 

Stuff up his lust, as minutes fill up hours ; 
And as their captain, so their pride doth 
grow. 

Paying more slavish tribute than they owe. 

By reprobate desire thus madly led. 300 

The Roman lord marcheth to Lucrece' 
bed. 

The locks between her chamber and hi*- 
will, 

Each one by him enforc'd, retires his ward ; 
But, as they open, they all rate his ill. 
Which drives the creeping thief to some 
regard. 3^'i 

The threshold grates the door to have him 
heard; 

Night-wand'ring weasels shriek to see 
him there; 

They fright him, yet he still pursues his 
fear. 

As each unwilling portal yields him way. 
Through little vents and crannies of the 
place Brt’ 

'The wind wars with his torch, to make him 
stay. 

And blow’s the smoke of it into his face, 
Extinguishing his conduct in this case; 

But his hot heart, which fond desire doth 
scorch, 

Puffs forth another wind that fires the 
torch; 3*5 

And, being lighted, by the light he spies 
Lucretia’s glove, wherein her needle sticks ; 
He takes it from the rushes where it lies, 
And griping it, the needle his finger pricks. 
As who should say ‘ This glove to wanton 
tricks 320 

Is not inur’d. Return again in haste ; 

Thou seest our mistress’ ornaments are 
chaste 


But all these poor forbiddings could not 
stay him; 

He in the wrorst sense consters their denial: 

'The doors, the wind, the glove that did 
delay him. 3*5 

He takes for accidental things of trial; 

Or as those bars which stop the hourly tol. 
Who with a ling’ring stay his course doth 
let. 

Till every minute pays the hour his debt. 

‘ So, so,’ quoth he ‘ these lets attend the 
time, 330 

Like little frosts that sometime threat the 
spring, 

To add a more rejoicing to the prime, 

And give the sneaped birds more cause to 
sing. 

Pain pays the income of each precious 
thing: 

Huge rocks, high winds, strong pirates, 
shelves and sands, 335 

The merchant fears, ere rich at home he 
lands.’ 

Now is he come unto the chamber door 

That shuts him from the heaven of his 
thought. 

Which with a yielding latch, and with no 
more. 

Hath barr’d him from the blessed thing he 
sought. 340 

So from himself impiety hath wrought 
That for his prey to pray he doth begin. 
As if the heavens should countenance his 
sin. 

But in the midst of his unfruitful prayer. 

Having solicited th’ eternal power, 34s 

That his foul thoughts might compass liis 
fair fair, 

And they would stand auspicious to the 
hour, 

Even there he starts—quoth he ‘ I must 
deflow'r. 

The powers to whom I pray abhor this 
fact; 349 

How can they then assist me in the act ? 

* Then Love and Fortune be my gods, my 
guide! 

My will is back'd with resolution. 

Thoughts are but dreams till their effects 
be tried ; 

The blackest sin is clear’d with absolution ; 

Against love’s fire fear’s frost hath dissolu¬ 
tion. 355 

The eye of heaven is out, and misty night 
Covers the shame that follows sweet 
delight 

This said, his guilty hand pluck'd up the 
latch. 

And with his knee the door he opens wide. 

The dove sle^jps fast that this night-owl 
will catch. 300 
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Thus treason works ere traitors be espied, 
sees the lurking serpent steps aside; 
But she, sound sleeping, tearing no such 
thing. 

Lies at the mercy of his mortal sting. 

Into the chamber wickedly he stalks, 365 
And gazeth on her yet unstained bed. 

The curtains being close, about he walks. 
Rolling his greedy eyeballs in his head. 

By their high treason is his heart misled, 
Which gives the watchword to his hand 
full soon 370 

To draw the cloud that hides the silver 
moon. 

Look as the fair and fiery-pointed sun. 
Rushing from forth a cloud, bereaves our 
sight; 

Even so, the curtain drawn, his eyes begun 
To wink, being blinded with a greater light; 
Whether it is that she reflects so bright 
That dazzicth them, or else some shame 
supposed; 377 

But blind they are, and keep themselves 
enclosed. 

O, had they in that darksome prison died, 
Then had they seen the period of their 
ill 1 380 

Then Collatinc again by Lucrecc’ side 
In his clear bed might have reposed still; 
But ttiey must ope, this blessed league to 
kill; 

And holy-lhoughtcd Lucrcce to their 
sight 

Must sell her joy, her life, her w^orld\s 
delight. 385 

Her lily hand her rosy check lies under, 
Coz’ning the pillow of a lawful kiss; 

Who, therefore angry, seems to part in 
sunder, 

Swelling on either side to want his bliss ; 
Between whose hills iicr head entombed is ; 
Where, like a virtuous monument, she 
lies, 39« 

To be admir’d of lewd unhallowed eyes. 

Without the bed her other fair hand was. 
On the green coverlet; whose perfect white 
ShowM like an April daisy on the grass, 395 
With pearly sweat, resembling dew of night. 
Her eyes, like marigolds, had sheath’d their 
light, 

And canopied in darkness sweetly lay. 
Till they might open to adorn the day. 

Her hair, like golden threads, play’d with 
her breath— 400 

O modest wantons I wanton modesty!— 
Showing life’s triumph in the map of death. 
And death’s dim look in life's mortality. 
Each in her sleep themselves so beautify. 
As if between them twain there were no 
strife, 405 


But that life liv’d in death, and death 
in life. 

Her breasts, like ivory globes circled with 
blue, 

A pair of maiden worlds iinconquered. 

Save of their lord no bearing yoke they 
knew. 

And him by oath they truly honoured. 410 
These worlds in Tarquin new ambition 
bred. 

Who like a foul usurper went about 
From this fair throne to heave the owner 
out. 

What could he see but mightily he noted ? 
What did he note but strongly he desired ? 
What he beheld, on that he firmly doted, 
And in his will his wilful eye he tired. 417 
With more than admiration he admired 
Her azure veins, her alabaster skin, 

Her coral lips, her snow-white dimpled 
chin. 4*0 

As the grim lion fawneth o’er liis prey, 
Sharp hunger by the conquest satisfied, 

So o’er this sleeping soul doth Tarquin stay. 
His rage of lust by gazing qualified ; 
Slack’d, not suppress'd ; for standing by 
her side, 425 

His eye, w hich late this mutiny restrains. 
Unto a greater uproar tempts his veins ; 

And they, like straggling slaves for pillage 
fighting, 

Obdurate vassals, fell exploits effecting, 

In bloody death and ravishment delighting, 
Nor children’s tears nor mothers* groans 
respecting, 431 

Swell in their pride, the onset still expect¬ 
ing. 

Anon his beating heart, alarum striking. 
Gives the hot charge and bids them do 
their liking. 

His drumming heart cheers up his burning 
eye, 435 

His eye commends the leading to his hand ; 
His hand, as proud of such a dignity, 
Smoking with pride, march’d on to make 
his stand 

On her bare breast, the heart of all her land; 
Whose ranks of blue veins, as his hand 
did scale, 440 

Left their round turrets destitute and 
pale. 

They, must’ring to the quiet cabinet 
Where their dear governess and lady lies, 
Do tell her she is dreadfully beset, 444 
And fright her with confusion of their cries : 
She, much amaz’d, breaks ope her lock’d- 
up eyes. 

Who, peeping forth this tumult to be¬ 
hold. 

Are by his flaming torch dimm’d and 
controll’d. 
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Imagine her as one in dead of night 
From forth dull sleep by dreadful fancy 
wakings 45 

That thinks she hath beheld some ghastly 
sprite 

Whose grim aspect sets every joint a- 
shaking— 

What terror Tis \ but she, in worser taking. 
From sleep disturbed, heedfully doth 
view 

The sight which makes supposed terror 
true. 

Wrapp’d and confounded in a thousand 
fears, 

Like to a new-kiird bird she trembling lies ; 
She dares not look ; yet, winking, there 
appears 

Quick-shifting antics, ugly in her eyes. 
Such shadows are the weak brain's for¬ 
geries, 4 

Who, angry that the eyes fly from their 
lights, 

In darkness daunts them with more 
dreadful sights. 

His hand, that yet remains upon her 
breast— 

Rude ram, to batter such an ivory wall!— 
May feel her heart, poor citizen, distress’d, 
Wounding itself to death, rise up and fall, 
Beating her bulk, that his hand shakes 
withal. 4(>7 

This moves in him more rage and lesser 
pity. 

To make the breach and enter this sweet 
city. 

First like a trumpet doth his tongue begin 
To sound a parley to his heartless foe, 471 
Who o’er the white sheet peers her whiter 
chin. 

The reason of this rash alarm to know% 
Which he by dumb demeanour seeks to 
show; 

But she with vehement prayers urgeth 
still 475 

Under what colour he commits this ill. 

Thus he replies : ‘ The colour in thy face. 
That even for anger makes the lily pale 
And the red rose blush at her own disgrace. 
Shall plead for me and tell my loving tale. 
Under that colour am I come to scale 4 Ki 
T hy never-conquered fort. The fault is 
thine. 

For those thine eyes betray thee unto 
mine. 

* Thus I forestall thee, if thou mean to 
chide: 4«4 

Thy beauty hath ensnar’d thee to this night. 
Where thou with patience must my will 
abide, 

My will that marks thee for my earth’s 
delight, 
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Which 1 to conquer sought with all my 
might; 48a 

But as reproof and reason beat it dead, 
By thy bright beauty was it newly bred. 

* I see what crosses my attempt will bring ; 
I know what thorns the growing rose 

defends; 

I think the honey guarded with a sting: 
All this beforehand counsel comprehends. 
But Will is deaf and hears no heedful 
friends; 495 

Only he hath an eye to gaze on beauty, 
And dotes on what he looks, ’gainst law 
or duty. 

* I have debated, even in my soul. 

What wrong, what shame, what sorrow I 

shall breed; 499 

But nothing can Affection’s course control, 
Or stop the headlong fury of his speed. 

I know repentant tears ensue the deed. 
Reproach, disdain, and deadly enmity ; 
Yet strive 1 to embrace mine infamy *. 

This said, he shakes aloft his Roman blade, 
Which, like a falcon tow’ring in the skies, 
Coucheth the fowl below with his wings’ 
shade. 

Whose crooked beak threats if he mount he 
dies. 

So under his insulting falchion lies 
Harmless Lucretia, marking what he tells 
With trembling fear, as fowl hear falcon's 
bells. 

’ Lucrece,’ quoth he ’ this night I must 
enjoy thee. 

If thou deny, then force must work my way. 
For in thy bed I purpose to destroy thee ; 
That done, some worthless slave of thine 
ril slay, 515 

To kill thine honour with thy life’s decay ; 
And in thy dead arms do 1 mean to place 
him, 

Swearing I slew him, seeing thee embrace 
him. 

‘ So thy surviving husband shall remain 
The scornful mark of every open eye ; 520 
Thy kinsmen hang their heads at this 
disdain. 

Thy issue bhirr’d with nameless bastardy ; 
And thou, the author of their obloquy, 
Shalt have thy trespass cited up in 
rhymes. 

And sung by children in succeeding 
times. 525 

’ But if thou yield, I rest thy secret friend ; 
The fault unknown is as a thought unacted ; 
A little harm done to a great good end 
For lawful policy remains enacted. 

The poisonous simple sometime is com¬ 
pacted 530 

In a pure compound ; being so applied, 
His venom in effect is purified. 
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* Then, for thy husband and thy children's 
sake, 

Tender my suit; bequeath not to their lot 
The shame that from them no device can 
take, 5^5 

The blemish that will never be forgot; 
Worse than a slavish wipe or birth-hour's 
blot; 

For marks descried in men’s nativity 

Are nature’s faults, not their own in¬ 
famy.’ 

Here with a cockatrice’ dead-killing eye 5 V' 
He rouseth up himself, and makes a pause ; 
While she, the picture of pure piety, 

Like a white hind under the grype's sharp 
claws. 

Pleads, in a wilderness where arc 
laws. 

To the rough beast that knows no gentle 
right, 54? 

Nor aught obeys but his foul appetite. 

But when a black-fac’d cloud the world 
doth threat. 

In his dim mist th’ aspiring mountains 
hiding, 

From earth’s dark womb some gentle gust 
doth get, 

Which blows these pitchy vapours from 
their biding, 550 

Hind'ring their present fall by this divid¬ 
ing; 

So his unhallowed haste her words de¬ 
lays, 

And moody Pluto w'inks while Orpheus 
plays. 

Yet, foul night-waking cat, he doth but 
dally, 

While in his holdfast foot the weak mouse 
panteth; 555 

Her sad behaviour feeds his vulture folly, 
A swallowing gulf that even in plenty 
w'anteth; 

His ear her prayers admits, but his heart 
granteth 

No penetrable entrance to her plaining. 

Tears harden lust, though marble wear 
with raining, 500 

Her pity-pleading eyes arc sadly fixed 
In the remorseless wrinkles of his face ; 
Her modest eloquence with sighs is mixed, 
Which to her oratory adds more grace. 

She puts the period often from his place. 

And midst the sentence so her accent 
breaks 

That twice she doth begin ere once she 
speaks. 

She conjures him by high almighty Jove, 
By knighthood, gentry, and sweet friend¬ 
ship’s oath, 5<^ 

By her untimely tears, her husband's love. 
By holy human law, and common troth. 


By heaven and earth, and all the power of 
both, 

’That to his borrowed bed he make retire, 
And stoop to honour, not to foul desire. 

Quoth she ' Reward not hospitality 5/5 
With such black payment as thou hast 
pretended ; 

Mud not the fountain that gave drink to 
thee; 

Mar not the thing that cannot be amended ; 
End thy ill aim before thy shoot be ended. 
He is no woodman that doth bend his 
bow 580 

To strike a poor unseasonable doc. 

‘ My husband is thy friend—for his sake 
spare me; 

Thyself art mighty—for thine own sake 
leave me; 

Myself a weakling—do not then ensnare me; 
Thou look’s! not like deceit—do not deceive 
me. 5S5 

My sighs like whirlwinds labour hence to 
heave thee. 

If ever man w^cre mov’d with woman’s 
moans. 

Be moved with my tears, my sighs, my 
groans; 

‘ All which together, like a troubled ocean, 
Beat at thy rocky and wrack-threat’ning 
heart; 590 

To soften it with their continual motion ; 
For stones dissolv’d to water do convert. 

O, if no harder than a stone thou art. 

Melt at my tears, and be compassionate I 
Soft pity enters at an iron gate. 505 

' In Tarquin’s likeness I did entertain thee ; 
Hast thou put on his shape to do him 
shame ? 

To all the host of heaven I complain me 
Thou wrong’st his honour, w'ound’st his 
princely name. 

Thou art not what thou seem'st; and if the 
same, 600 

Thou seem'st not what thou art, a god, 
a king; 

For kings like gods should govern every¬ 
thing. 

‘ How will thy shame be seeded in thine 
age. 

When thus thy vices bud before thy spring ! 
If in thy hope thou dar’st do such outrage, 
What dar'st thou not when once thou art a 
king ? 60G 

O, be rememb'red, no outrageous thing 
From vassal actors can be wip'd away; 
Then kings' misdeeds cannot be hid in 
clay. 

* This deed will make thee only lov'd for 
fear, 610 

But happy monarchs still arc fear'd for 
love; 
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With foul offenders thou perforce must 
bear, 

When they in thee the like offences prove. 
If but for fear of this, thy will remove; 

For princes are the glass, the school, the 
book. 

Where subjects' eyes do learn, do read, 
do look. 

' And wilt thou be the school where Lust 
shall learn ? 

Must he in thee read lectures of such 
shame ? 

Wilt thou be glass wherein it shall discern 
Authority for sin, warrant for blame, 

To privilege dishonour in thy name ? 

Thou back’st reproach against long- 
living laud. 

And mak’st fair reputation but a bawd. 

' Hast thou command ? By him that gave 
it thee, 024 

From a pure heart command thy rebel will; 
Draw not thy sword to guard iniquity, 

For it w'as lent thee all that brood to 
kill. 

Thy princely office how canst thou fulfil, 

When, pattern’d by thy fault, foul Sin 
may say 

He learn’d to sin and thou didst teach 
the way ? 

' Think but how vile a spectacle it w^ere 
To view thy present trespass in another. 
Men's faults do seldom to themselves 
appear; 

Their own transgressions partially they 
smother: 

This guilt would seem death-worthy in thy 
brother. <35 

O, how are they wrapp’d in with infamies 

That from their own misdeeds askance 
their eyes! 

’ To thee, to thee, my heav'd-up hands 
appeal, 

Not to seducing lust, thy rash relicr; 

I sue for exil'd majesty’s repeal; 64*) 

Let him return and flatt’ring thoughts 
retire: 

His true respect will prison false desire. 

And wipe the dim mist from thy doting 
eyne. 

That thou shalt see thy state, and pity 
mine'. 

‘ Have done; * quoth he ' my uncontrolled 
tide f>45 

Turns not, but swells the higher by this let. 
Small lights are soon blown out; huge fires 
abide. 

And with the wind in greater fuiy fret. 

The petty streams that pay a daily debt 

To their salt sovereign, with their fresh 
falls' haste, 

Add to his flow, but alter not his taste.' 
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* Thou art' quoth she * a sea, a sovereign 
king; 

And, lo, there falls into thy boundless flood 
Black lust, dishonour, shame, misgovern¬ 
ing, 654 

Who seek to stain the ocean of thy blood. 
If all these petty ills shall change thy good, 
Thy sea within a puddle's womb is 
hearsed. 

And not the puddle in thy sea dispersed. 

‘ So shall these slaves be king, and thou 
their slave; 

Thou nobly base, they basely dignified ; 6(>o 
Thou their fair life, and they thy fouler 
grave; 

Thou loathed in their shame, they in thy 
pride. 

The lesser thing should not the greater hide; 
The cedar stoops not to the base shrub's 
foot, 

But low shrubs wither at the cedar's root. 

‘ So let thy thoughts, low vassals to thy 
state ’— 

' No more ; ’ quoth he ' by heaven, I will 
not hear thee! 

Yield to my love ; if not, enforced hate, 
Instead of lo\e’s coy touch, shall rudely 
tear thee; 

That done, despitcfully I mean to bear thee 
Unto the base bed of some rascal groom. 
To be thy partner in this shameful doom.* 

This said, he sets his foot upon the light, 
For light and lust are deadly enemies ; ^>74 
Shame folded up in blind concealing night, 
Wiien most unseen, then most doth 
tyrannize. 

The wolf hath seiz'd his prey; the poor 
lamb cries 

Till with her own white fleece her voice 
cont roll’d 

Entombs her outcry in her lips’ sweet 
fold; 07^) 

For with the nightly linen that she wears 
He pens her piteous clamours in her head, 
Cooling his hot face in the chastest tears 
That ever modest eyes with sorrow shed. 

O, that prone lust should stain so pure a 
bed! 6S4 

The spots whereof could weeping purify, 
Her tears should drop on them perpetu¬ 
ally. 

But she hath lost a dearer thing than 
life, 

And he liatli won what he would lose again. 
This forced league doth force a further 
strife, t)8() 

This momentary joy breeds months of pain, 
This hot desire converts to cold disdain ; 
Pure Chastity is rifled of her store, 

And Lust, the thief, far poorer than 
before. 
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Look as the full-fed hound or gorged hawk, 
Unapt for tender smell or speedy flight, 695 
Make slow pursuit, or altogether hank 
The prey wherein by nature they delight; 
So surleit-takiug Tarquin fares this night: 
His taste delicious, in digestion souring, 
Devours his will, that liv*d by foul 
devouring. 7^0 

O, deeper sin than bottomless conceit 
Can comprehend in still imagination! 
Drunken Desire must vomit his receipt. 
Ere he can see his own abomination, 7«4 
While Lust is in his pride, no exclamation 
Can curb his heat or rein his rash desire. 
Till, like a jade, Self-w'ili liimself doth 
tire. 

And then with lank and lean discolour’d 
cheek. 

With heavy eye, knit brow, and strength- 
less pace, 7<«7 

Feeble Desire, all recreant, poor, and meek, 
Like to a bankrupt beggar wails his case. 
The flesh being proud, Desire doth fight 
with (Irace, 

For there it revels; and when that 
decays, 

'I'he guilty rebel for remission prays. t 

So fares it with this faultful lord of Rome, 
Who this accomplishment so hotly chased ; 
For now against himself he sounds this 
doom, 

That through the length of times he stands 
disgraced; 

Besides, his soul's fair temple is defaced 
To whose weak ruins muster troops of 
cares, 

To ask the spotted princess how she fares. 

She says her subjects with foul insurrection 
Have batter’d down her consecrated wall, 
And by their mortal fault brought in sub¬ 
jection 

Her immortality, and made her thrall 725 
To living death and pain perpetual; 

Which in her prescience she controlled 
still. 

But her foresight could not forestall their 
will. 

Ev’n in this thought through the dark 
night he stealeth, 

A captive victor that hath lost in gain ; 73^ 
Bearing away the wound that nothing 
healeth, 

The scar that will despite of cure remain, 
Leaving his spoil perplex’d in greater pain. 
She bears the load of lust he left behind, 
And he the burthen of a guilty mind. 735 

He like a thievish dog creeps sadly thence, 
She like a wearied lamb lies panting there; 
He scowls and hates himself for his offence. 
She, desperate^ with her nails her flesh doth 
tear. 739 


He faintly flies, sweating with guilty fear ; 

She stays, cxcla.ming on the direful 
night; 

He rims, and chides his vanish’d loath’d 
delight. 

He thence departs a heavy convert! te, 

She there remains a hopeless castaway ; 

He in his speed looks for the morning 
light; 745 

She prays she never may behold the day, 

* For day ’ quoth she ‘ night’s scapes doth 
open lay ; 

And my true eyes have never practis'd 
how 74« 

To cloak offences with a cunning brow. 

‘ They think not but that every eye can see 
The same disgrace which they themselves 
behold ; 

And therefore would they still in darkness 
be, 

To have their unseen sin remain untold ; 
For they their guilt w ith weeping will un¬ 
fold, 

And grave, like water that doth eat in 
steel, 7s 5 

Upon my cheeks what helpless shame 
I feel.’ 

Here she exclaims against repose and rest. 
And bids her eyes hereafter still be blind. 
She wakes her heart by beating on her 
breast, 

And bids it leap from thence, where it may 
find 7bo 

Some purer chest to close so pure a mind. 

Frantic with grief thus breathes she forth 
her spite 

Against the unseen secrecy of night; 

‘ O comfort-killing Night, image of hell I 
Dim register and notary of shame I 7^5 
Black stage for tragedies and murders fell i 
Vast sin-concealing chaos I nurse of blame! 
Blind muffled bawd I dark harbour for 
defame! 

Grim cave of death! whispTing con¬ 
spirator, 

With close-tongu’d treason and the 
ravisher! 770 

‘ O hateful, vaporous, and foggy night I 
Since thou art guilty of my cureless crime, 
Muster thy mists to meet the eastern light. 
Make war against proportion’d course of 
time; 

Or if thou wilt permit the sun to climb 775 

His wonted height, yet ere he go to bed, 

Knit poisonous clouds about his golden 
head. 

’ With rotten damps ravish the morning 
air; 

Let their exhal’d unwholesome breaths 
make sick 

The life of purity, the supreme fair, 780 
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Ere he arrive his weary noontide prick ; 
And let thy musty vapours march so thick 
That in their smoky ranks his smoth'red 
light 

May set at noon and make perpetual 
night. 

‘ Were Tarquin Night, as he is but Night's 
child, 7Kr> 

The silver-shining queen he would distain ; 
Her twinkling handmaids too, by him 
defil’d. 

Through Night’s black bosom should not 
peep again; 

So should 1 have co-partners in my pain ; 
And fellowship in woe doth woe assuage, 
As palmers’ chat makes short their 
pilgrimage. 

‘ Where now I have no one to blush with 
me, 

To cross their arms and hang their heads 
with mine. 

To mask their brows and hide their infamy; 
But I alone alone must sit and pine, 
Seasoning the earth with show’rs of silver 
brine, 

Mingling my talk with tears, my grief 
with groans, 

Poor wasting monuments of lasting 
moans. 

' O Night, thou furnace of foul raking 
smoke, '* 7<»v 

Let not the jealous Day behold that face 
Which underneath thy black all-hiding 
cloak 

Immodestly lies martyr’d with disgrace! 
Keep still possession of thy gloomy place. 
That all the faults which in thy reign are 
made 

May likewise be sepulcher’d in thy shade. 

^ Make me not object to the tell-tale Day. 
The light will show, character’d in my brow. 
The story of sweet chastity's decay, 

Tlie impious breach of holy wedlock vow ; 
Yea, the illiterate, that know not how su, 
To cipher what is writ in learned books. 
Will quote my loathsome trespass in my 
looks. 

’ The nurse, to still her child, will tell my 
story, 

And fright her crying babe with Tarquin's 
name; 

The orator, to deck his oratory, 815 

Will couple my reproach to Tarquin’s 
shame; 

Feast-finding minstrels, tuning my defame, 
Will tie the hearers to attend each line. 
How Tarquin wronged me, I Collatine. 

’ Let my good name, that senseless reputa¬ 
tion, 820 

For CoUatine’s dear love be kept unspotted; 
If that be made a theme for disputation, 
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The branches of another root are rotted. 
And undeserv’d reproach to him allotted 
That is as clear from this attaint of mine 
As I ere this was pure to Collatine. 826 

’ O unseen shame I invisible disgrace ! 

O unfelt sore! crest-w^ounding, private scar! 
Reproach is stamp’d in Collatinus’ face. 
And Tarquin’s eye may read the mot 
afar. 

How he in peace is wounded, not in war. 
Alas, how many bear such shameful 
blows, 83.’ 

Which not themselves but he that gives 
them know s I 

’ If, Collatine, thine honour lay in me, 
From me by strong assault it is bereft. 835 
My honey lost, and 1 , a drone-like bee. 
Have no perfection of my summer left. 
But robb’d and ransack'd by injurious 
theft. 

In thy weak hive a wand'ring wasp hath 
crept, 

And suck'd the honey which thy chaste 
bee kept. 

’ Yet am I guilty of thy honour’s wrack— 
Yet for thy honour did I entertain him *, 
Coming from thee, I could not put him 
back, 

For it had been dishonour to disdain him ; 
Besides of weariness he did complain him, 
And talk’d of virtue—O unlook’d-for 
evil, 846 

When virtue is profan'd in such a devil I 

‘ Why should the worm intrude the maiden 
bud ? 

Or hateful cuckoos hatch in sparrows' nests? 
Or toads infect fair founts with venom 
mud ? 850 

Or tyrant folly lurk in gentle breasts ? 

Or kings be breakers of their owm behests ? 
But no perfection is so absolute 
That some impurity doth not pollute. 

* The aged man that coffers up his gold 
Is plagu'd with cramps and gouts and pain¬ 
ful fits. 

And scarce hath eyes his treasure to behold. 
But like still-pining Tantalus he sits, 

And useless barns the harvest of his wits. 
Having no other pleasure of his gain 860 
But torment that it cannot cure his pain. 

‘ So then he hath it, when he cannot use 
it, 

And leaves it to be mast'red by his young; 
Who in their pride do presently abuse it. 
Their father was too weak, and they too 
strong, 865 

To hold their cursed-blessed fortune long. 
The sweets we wish for turn to loathed 
sours 

Even in the moment that we call them 
ours. 
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‘ Unruly blasts wait on the tender spring; 

Unwholesome weeds take root with 
precious flow’rs; »?(> 

The adder hisses where the sweet birds sing; 

What virtue breeds iniquity devours. 

We have no good that we can say is ours, 

But ill-annexed Opportunity 

Or kills his life or else his quality. 8;5 

‘ O Opportunity, thy guilt is great! 

'Tis thou that execut’st the traitor's 
treason; 

Thou sets the wolf where he the lamb may 
get; 

Whoever plots the sin, thou 'point'st the 
season ; 

*Tis thou that spurn'st at right, at law, at 
reason; 

And in thy shady cell, where none may 
spy him. 

Sits Sin, to seize the souls that wander 
by him. 

* Thou makest the vestal violate her oath ; 

Thou blowest the tire when temperance is 

thaw’d ; 

Thou smotherest honesty, thou murth'rest 
troth; 885 

Thou foul abettor! thou notorious bawd! 

Thou plantest scandal and displacest laud. 

Thou ravisher, thou traitor, thou false 
thief, 

Thy honey turns to gall, thy joy to grief! 

* Thy secret pleasure turns to open shame, 

Thy private feasting to a public fast, 89* 

Thy smoothing titles to a ragged name. 

Thy sug’red tongue to bitter w'ormwood 

taste; 

I'hy violent vanities can never last. 

How comes it then, vile Opportunity, 895 

Being so bad, such numbers seek for thee 7 

‘ When wilt thou be the humble suppliant's 
friend, 

And bring him where his suit may be 
obtained 7 

When wilt thou sort an hour great strifes 
to end 7 

Or free that soul which wretchedness hath 
chained 7 900 

Give physic to the sick, case to the pained 7 

The poor, lame, blind, halt, creep, cry 
out for thee; 

But they ne’er meet with Opportunity. 

* The patient dies while the physician 

The orphan pines while the oppressor feeds; 

Justice is feasting while the widow weeps; 

Advice is sporting while infection breeds; 

Thou grant'st no time for charitable deeds; 

Wrath, envy, treason, rape, and murder’s 
rages. 

Thy heinous hours wait on them as their 

pages. 910 


‘ When Truth and Virtue have to do with 
thee, 

A thousand crosses keep them from thy aid; 
They buy thy help, but Sin ne'er gives a 
fee; 3 

He gratis comes, ynd thou art well apaid 
As well to hear as grant what he hath said. 
My Collatine would else have come to me 
When Tarquin did, but he was stay'd by 
thee. 

' Guilty thou art of murder and of theft. 
Guilty of perjury and subornation, 

Guilty of treason, forgery, and shift, 920 
Guilty of incest, that alwmination : 

An accessary by thine inclination 

To all sins past, and all that are to come, 
From the creation to the general doom. 

‘ Mis-shapen Time, copesmate of ugly 
Night, 9:.'5 

Swift subtle post, carrier of grisly care. 
Eater of youth, false slave to false delight, 
Base watch of woes, sin's packhorse, 
virtue’s snare; 

Thou nursest all. and murd'rest all that are. 
O hear me then, injurious, shifting Time ! 
Be guilty of my death, since of my crime. 

* Why hath thy servant Opportunity 932 
Betray’d the hours thou gav’sSt me to 
repose 7 

Cancell'd my fortunes and enchained me 
'I'o endless date of never-ending woes 7 
Time's office is to fine the hate of foes, 936 
To eat up errors by opinion bred, 

Not spend the dowry of a lawful bed. 

' Time's glory is to calm contending kings, 
To unmask falsehood, and bring truth to 
light, 940 

To stamp the seal of time in aged things, 
To wake the morn, and sentinel the night, 
To wrong the wronger till he render right; 
To ruinate proud buildings with thy 
hours. 

And smear with dust their glitt'ring 
golden tow’rs; 945 

' To fill with worm-holes stately monu¬ 
ments, 

To feed oblivion with decay of things, 

To blot old books and alter their contents, 
To pluck the quills from ancient ravens’ 
wings, 

To dry the old oak’s sap, and cherish 
springs; 950 

To spoil antiquities of hammer’d steel, 
And turn the giddy round of Fortune’s 
wheel; 

’ To show the beldam daughters of her 
daughter. 

To make the child a man, the man a child. 
To slay the tiger that doth live by slaughter. 
To tame the unicorn and lion wild, 95 <> 

To mock the subtle in themselves beguil'd, 

129s 
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To cheer the ploughman with increasefiil 
crops, 

And waste huge stones with little water- 
drops. 

* Why work’st thou mischief in thy pilgrim¬ 

age. 

Unless thou couldst return to make amends ? 
One poor retiring minute in an age 
W'ould purchase thee a thousand thousand 
friends, 

Lending him wit that to bad debtors lends. 
O, this dread night, wouldst thou one 
hour come back, 

I could prevent this storm, and shun thy 
wrack! 9t><> 

* Thou ceaseless lackey to Eternity, 

With some mischance cross Tarquin in his 

flight; 

Devise extremes beyond extremity 
To make him curse this cursed crimeful 
night; 970 

Let ghastly shadows his lewd eyes aflright 
And the dire thought of his committed 
evil 

Shape every bush a hideous shapeless 
devil. 

* Disturb his hours of rest with restless 

trances, 

Afflict him in his bed with bedrid groans ; 
Let there bechance him pitiful mischances 
To make him moan, but pity not his moans. 
Stone him with hardened hearts harder than 
stones; 

And let mild women to him lose their 
mildness. 

Wilder to him than tigers in their 
wildness, 

' Let him have time to tear his curled hair. 
Let him have time against himself to rave. 
Let him have time of Time’s help to 
despair, 

Let him have time to live a loathed slave, 
Let him have time a beggar’s orts to crave ; 
And time to see one that by alms doth 
live 

Disdain to him disdained scraps to give, 

' Let him have time to sec his friends his 
foes. 

And merry fools to mock at him resort; 
Let him have time to mark how slow time 
goes 99<- 

In time of sorrow, and how swift and short 
His time of folly and his time of sport; 
And ever let his unrecalUng crime 
Have time to wail th' abusing of his time. 

* O Time, thou tutor both to good and 

bad, 

Teach me to curse him that thou taught’st 
tliis ill! 996 

At his own shadow let the thief run mad. 
Himself himself seek every hour to kill! 

1296 


Such wTctched hands such wretched blood 
should spill; 

For who so base would such an office 
have 1000 

As sland’rous death's-man to so base a 
slave ? 

’ The baser is he, coming from a king, 

To shame his hope with deeds degenerate. 
The mightier man, the mightier is the thing 
That makes him honour’d or begets him 
hate; 1005 

For greatest scandal waits on greatest 
state. 

The moon being clouded presently is 
miss’d. 

But little stars may hide them when they 
list. 

‘ The crow may bathe his coal-black wings 
in mire 1009 

And nnperceiv’d fly with the filth away; 
But if the like the snow-white swan desire, 
The stain upon his silver down will stay. 
Poor grooms are sightless night, kings 
glorious day. i<u3 

Gnats are unnoted wheresoe’er they fly, 
But eagles gaz’d upon with every eye. 

’ Out, idle words, servants to shallow fools ! 
Unprofitable sounds, weak arbitrators! 
Busy yourselves in skill-contending schools, 
Debate where leisure serves with dull 
debaters ; 

To trembling clients be yon mediators. 1020 
For me, 1 force not argument a straw, 
Since that my case is past the help of 
law. 

‘ In vain I rail at Opportunity, 

At Time, at Tarquin, and imcheerful 
Kight; 

In vain I cavil with mine infamy, 1025 
In vain I spurn at my confirm’d despite : 
This helpless smoke of words doth me no 
light. 

The remedy indeed to do me good 
Is to let forth my foul defiled blood. 

‘ Poor hand, why quiver'st thou at this 
decree ? 1030 

Honour thyself to rid me of this shame ; 
For if 1 die my honour lives in thee, 

But if I live thou liv’st in my defame. 

Since thou couldst not defend thy loyal 
dame, 

And wast afeard to scratch her wicked 
foe, 1035 

Kill both thyself and her for yielding so’. 

This said, from her betumbled couch she 
starteth 

To find some desp'rate instrument of death, 
But this no slaughterhouse no tool Im- 
parteth 

To make more vent for passage of Jier 
brcat.h, 1040 
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Wliich thronging through her lips so 
vanisheth 

As smoke from Aitna, that in air con¬ 
sumes, 

Or that which from discharged cannon 
fumes. 

‘ In vain,' quoth she * 1 live, and seek in 
vain 

Some happy mean to end a hapless life. T045 
1 fear’d by Tarquin’s falchion to be slain. 
Yet for the self-same purpose seek a knife ; 
But when I fear’d I was a loyal wife; 

So am I now—O no, that cannot be; 

Of that true type hath Tarquin rifled me. 

' O, that is gone for which I sought to 
live, 

And therefore now 1 need not fear to die. 
To clear this spot by death, at least 1 give 
A badge of fame to slander's livery; 

A dying life to living infamy. 

Poor helpless help, the treasure stol’n 
away, 

To burn the guiltless casket wliere it lay ! 

* Weil, well, dear Collatine, thou shalt not 

know 

The stained taste of violated troth ; 

1 will not wrong thy true affection so io6t> 
To flatter thee with an infringed oath; 
This bastard graft shall never come to 
growth ; 

He shall not boast who did thy stock 
pollute 

That thou art doting father of his fruit. 

^ Nor shall ho smile at thee in secret 
thought, 1065 

Nor laugh with his companions at thy state; 
But thou Shalt know thy interest was not 
bought 

Basely with gold, but stol’n from forth thy 
gate. 

For me, I am the mistress of my fate, ^069; 

And with my trespass never will dispense, i 

Till life to death acquit my forc’d oft'encc. i 

* I will not poison thee with my attaint, ' 
Nor fold my fault in cleanly coin’d excuses ; 
My sable ground of sin 1 will not paint 

I'o hide the truth of this false niglit's 
abuses. io75 

My tongue shall utter all; mine eyes like 
sluices, 

As from a mountain-spring that feeds ai 
dale, j 

Shall gush pure streams to purge my I 
impure tale.* 

By this, lamenting Philomel had ended 
'The well-tun’d warble of her nightly 
sorrow, 

And solemn night with slow-sad gait 
descended 

To ugly hell; when lo, the blushing 
morrow 


Ixinds light to all fair eyes that Ught will 
borrow; 

But cloudy Lucrece shames herself to see. 
And therefore still in night would 
cloist’red be. 1085 

Revealing day through every cranny spies. 

And seems to point her out where she sits 
weeping; 

To whom she sobbing speaks ; ‘ O eye of 
eyes. 

Why pry'st thou through my windv!?w ? 
Leave thy peeping; 

Mock with thy tickling beams eyes that are 
sleeping; 1090 

Brand not my forehead with thy piercing 
light, 

For day hath nought to do what’s done 
by night 

Thus cavils she with every thing she sees. 

True grief is fond and testy as a child, 

Who wayward once, his mood with nought 
agrees. 1095 

Old woes, not infant sorrows, bear them 
mild: 

Continuance tames the one; the other 
wild, 

Like an unpractis’d swimmer plunging 
still 

With too much labour drowns for want of 
skill. 

So she, deep drenched in a sea of care, i roo 

Holds disputation with each thing she 
views. 

And to herself all sorrow doth compare ; 

No object but her passion’s strength 
renews. 

And as one shifts, another straight ensues. 
Sometime her grief is dumb and hath no 
words; 1x03 

Sometime ’tis mad and too much talk 
adords. 

The little birds that tune their morning’s 
joy 

Make her moans mad with their sw^eet 
melody; 

For mirth doth search the bottom of annoy; 

Sad souls are slain in merry company ; mo 

Grief best is pleas’d wdth grief’s society. 
True sorrow then is feelingly suffic’d 
When with like semblance it is sym¬ 
pathiz’d. 

*Tis double death to drown in ken of shore ; 

He ten times pines that pines beholding 
food; ms 

To see the salve doth make the w'ound ache 
more; 

Great grief grieves most at that would do it 
good; 

Deep woes roll forward like a gentle flood. 
Who, being stopp’d, the bounding banks 
o’erflows; 

IZ97 
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Grief dallied with nor law nor limi 
knows. 112 

* You mocking birds/ quoth she * you: 
tunes entomb 

Within your hollow-swelling feathere 
breasts, 

And in my hearing be you mute and dumb 
My restless discord loves no stops nor rests 
A woeful hostess brooks not merry guests 
Relish your nimble notes to pleasing ears 
Distress likes dumps when time is kep 
with tears. 

' Come, Philomel, that sing’st of ravish 
ment. 

Make thy sad grove in my dishcvell’d hair. 
As the dank earth weeps at thy languish 
ment, 113- 

So 1 at each sad strain will strain a tear. 
And wi/h deep groans the diapason bear . 
For burthen-wise I’ll hum on Tarquin 
still, 

While thou on Tereiis descants bet^e 
skill. 

' And whiles against a thorn thou bear’si 
thy part ji3< 

To keep thy sharp woes waking, wretched I 
To imitate thee well, against my heart 
Will fix a sharp knife to affright mine 
eye; 

Who, if it wink, shall thereon fall and die 
These means, as frets upon an instru¬ 
ment, J14 

Shall tune our heartstrings to true 
languishment. 

' And for, poor bird, thou sing’st not in the 
day, 

As shaming any eye should thee behold, 
Some dark deep desert, seated from the 
way. 

That knows not parching heat nor freezing 
cold, 

Will we find out; and there we will unfold 
To creatures stern sad tunes, to change 
their kinds. 

Since men prove beasts, let beasts bear 
gentle minds.* 

As the poor frighted deer, that stands at 
gaze. 

Wildly determining which way to fly, 1150 
Or one encompass’d with a winding maze 
That cannot tread the way out readily; 

So with herself is she in mutiny, 

To live or die which of the twain were 
better. 

When life is sham’d, and death reproach’s 
debtor. 1155 

‘ To kill myself,’ quoth she ‘ alack, what 
were it, 

But with my body my poor soul’s pollution ? 
They that lose half with greater patience 
bear it 


Than they whose whole is swallowed in 
confusion. 1159 

That mother tries a merciless conclusion 
Who, having two sweet babes, when 
death takes one. 

Will slay the other and be nurse to none. 

* My body or my soul, which was the 
dearer. 

When the one pure, the other made divine ? 
Whose love of either to myself was nearer. 
When both were kept for heaven and 
Collatine ? ixoo 

Ay me ! the bark pill’d from the lofty pine, 
His leaves will wither and his sap decay ; 
So must my soul, her bark being pill'd 
away. 

‘ Her house is sack’d, her quiet interrupted. 
Her mansion batter’d by the enemy ; 

Her sacred temple spotted, spoil’d, cor¬ 
rupted, 

Grossly engirt with daring infamy; 

Then let it not be call’d impiety 
If in this blemish’d fort 1 make some 
hole 1 1 

Through which I may convey this 
troubled soul. 

‘ Yet die I will not till my Collatine 
Have heard the cause of my untimely 
death ; 

That he may vow, in that sad hour of mine, 
Revenge on him that made me stop my 
breath. nso 

My stained blood to Tarquin I’ll bequeath. 
Which by him tainted shall for him be 
spent. 

And as his due writ in my testament. 

‘ My honour I’ll bequeath unto the knife 
That wounds my body so dishonoured, uss 
'Tis honour to deprive dishonour’d life: 

The one will live, the other being dead. 

So of shame’s ashes shall my fame be bred ; 
For in my death I murther shameful 
scorn. 

My shame so dead, mine honour is new 
born. 1100 

Dear lord of that dear jewel I have lost, 
What legacy shall I bequeath to thee ? 

4 y resolution, love, shall be thy boast, 
ly whose example thou reveng’d mayst be. 
low Tarquin must be us'd, read it in me : 
Myself, thy friend, will kill myself, thy 
foe; ii9<> 

And for my sake serve thou false Tarquin 
so. 

This brief abridgment of my will 1 make: 
Sty soul and body to the skies and ground ; 
ty resolution, husband, do thou take ; 1200 
Mine honour be the knife’s that makes my 
wound; 

My shame be his that did my fame con¬ 
found ; 
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And all my fame that lives disbursed be 
To those that live and think no shame 
of me. i: 

‘ Thou, Collatinc, shalt oversee this will. 
How was I overseen that thou shalt see it! 
My blood shall wash the slander of mine ill; 
My life’s foul deed, my life's fair end shall 
free it. 

Faint not, faint heart, but stoutly sav 
So be it 

Yield to my hand ; my hand shall con¬ 
quer thee; j 

Thou dead, both die, and both shall 
victors be.’ 

This plot of death when sadly she had 
laid, 

And wip’d the brinish pearl from her brigi i 
eyes, 

With untun'd tongue she hoarsely calls 
her maid, i-n 

Whose swift obedience to her mistress hies ; 
For fleet-wing’d duty with thought's 
feathers flies. 

Poor Lucrece’ cheeks unto her maid 
seem so 

As winter meads wlien sun doth mcT 
their snow. 

Her mistress she doth give demure good- 
morrow' 

With soft-slow tongue, true mark of 
modesty, i 

And sorts a sad look to her lady’s sorrow, 
For why her face wore sorrow’s livery ; 

But durst not ask of her audaciously 
Why her two suns were cloud-eclipsed so, 
>jor why her fair cheeks over-wash’d 
with woe. j ’ !=. 

But as the earth doth weep, the sun being 
set, 

Each flower moist’ned like a melting eye ; 
Even so the maid with swelling drops gan 

W’Ct 

Her circled eyne, enforc’d by sympathy 
Of those fair suns set in her mistress’ sky. 
Who in a salt-weav’d ocean quench their 
light, 

Which makes the maid weep like the 
dewy night. 

A pretty while these pretty creatures stand, 
Like ivory conduits coral cisterns filling ; 
One justly weeps ; the other takes in hand 
No cause but company of her drops 
spilling. 

Their gentle sex to weep are often willing; 
Grieving themselves to guess at others’ 
smarts. 

And then they drown their eyes, or 
break their hearts. 

For men have marble, women waxen minds. 
And therefore are they form’d as marble 
will; 1^41 


The weak oppress’d, th' impression of 
strange kinds 

Is form’d in them by force, by fraud, or 
skill. 

Then call them not the authors of their 
ill. 

No more than wax shall be accounted 
evil 3 ^45 

Wherein is stamp’d the semblance of a 
devil. 

Their smoothness, like a goodly champaign 
plain, 

Lays open all the little worms that creep ; 

In men, as in a rough-grown grove, remain 

Cave-keeping evils that obscurely sleep. 

Through crystal walls each little mote will 
peep. 3’.SI 

Ihough men can cover crimes with bold 
stern looks, 

Poor women’s faces arc their own faults’ 
books. 

No man inveigh against the withered 
flow’r, 

But chide rough winter that the flow’r hath 
kill’d. 

Not that devour’d, but that which doth 
devour. 

Is worthy blame. O, let it not be hild 

Poor women’s faults that they arc so 
fulfill’d 

With men’s abuses I those proud lords to 
blame 

Make weak-made women tenants to their 
shame. 3 ,>60 

The precedent whereof in Lucrece view. 

Assail’d by night w ith circumstances strong 

Of present death and shame that might 
ensue 

By that her death, to do her husband 
wrong. 

Such danger to resistance did belong 

That dying fear through all her body 
spread; 

And who cannot abuse a body dead ? 

By this, mild patience bid fair Lucrece 
speak 

To the poor counterfeit of her complaining. 

’ My girl,’ quoth she * on what occasion 
break 

Those tears from thee that down thy cheeks 
are raining ? 

If thou dost weep for grief of my sustaining, 

Know, gentle wench, it small avails my 
mood; 

If tears could help, mine own would do 
me good. 

* But tell me, girl, when went ’—and there 

she stay’d i«75 

Till after a deep groan—* Tarquin from 
hence ? ’ 

* Madam, ere I was up,’ replied the maid 

1299 
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' The more to blame my sluggard negli¬ 
gence. 

Yet with the fault I thus far can disptmse : 
Myself was stirring ere the break of day. 
And ere 1 rose was Tarquin gone away. 

' But, lady, if your maid may be so bold, 
She would request to know your heaviness.’ 

* O, peace! ’ quoth Lucrece ’ If it should be 

told, 

The repetition cannot make it less, i-Ss 
For more it is than I can well express ; 
And that deep torture may be call'd a 
hell, 

When more is felt than one hath power 
to tell. 

* Go, get me hither paper, ink, and pen— 
Yet save that labour, for I have them here. 
What should 1 say ?—One of my husband’s 

men . 1-91 

Bid thou be ready, by and by, to bear 
A letter to my lord, my love, my dear. 

Bid him with speed prepare to carry it; 
The cause craves haste, and it will soon 
be writ.’ 1295 

Her maid is gone, and she prepares to write, 
First hovering o'er the paper with her quill. 
Conceit and grief an eager combat fight; 
What wit sets down is blotted straight with 
will; 1299 

This is too curious-good, this blunt and ill: 
Much like a press of people at a door. 
Throng her inventions, which shall go 
before. 

At last she thus begins : ‘ Thou worthy 
lord 

Of that unworthy wife that greeteth thee, 
Health to thy person ! Next vouchsafe t’ 
afford— 1305 

If ever, love, thy Lucrece thou wilt see— 
Some present speed to come and visit me. 
So 1 commend me from our house in 
grief; 

My woes are tedious, though my words 
are brief'. 

Here folds she up the tenour of her woe, 
Her certain sorrow writ uncertainly. 13^1 
By this short schedule ColJatine may know 
Her grief, but not her grief’s true quality; 
5 he dares not thereof make discovery, 

Lest he should hold it her owm gross 
abuse, 13*‘i 

Ere she with blood had stain’d her stain’d 
excuse. 

Besides, the life and feeling of her passion 
She hoards, to spend when he is by to hear 
her; 

When sighs and groans and tears may grace 
the fashion 

Of her disgrace, the better so to clear her 
From that suspicion which the world might 
bear her. 1321 


To shun this blot, she would not blot the 
letter 

With words, till action might become 
them better. 

To see sad sights moves more than hear 
them told ; 

For then the eye interprets to the car 1325 
The heavy motion that it doth behold, 
When every part a part of woe doth bear. 
*Tis but a part of sorrow that we hear: 

Deep sounds make lesser noise thim 
shallow fords, 

And sorrow ebbs, being blown with wind 
of w’ords. 13.5.) 

Her letter now is seal'd, and on it writ 
* At Ardea to my lord with more than 
haste 

The post attends, and she delivers *t, 
Charging the sour-fac’d groom to lue as fast 
As lagging fowf before the northern blast. 

Speed mo.e than speed but dull and slow 
she deems : 1330 

Extremity still urgeth such extremes. 

The homely villain curtsies to her low ; 
And bkisriing on her, with a i teadiast eye 
Receives the scroll without or yea or no, 
And forth with bashful mnoccncc doth hie. 
But they whose gui.t within their Ixisoms 
-ie 13.1,? 

Imagine every eye beholds their blame ; 

For Luciece thought he blush'd to see her 
shame. 

When, silly groom . God wot, it was defect 
Of spirit, life, and bold audac ty. 

Such harmless creatures have a true respect 
To talk in deeds, while others saucily 
Promise more speed but do it eisurely. 

Even so, this pattern of the worn-out age 

Pawn’d honest looks, bur laid no words 
to gage. 1351 

His kindled duty kindled her mistrust, 
That two red fires in both their faces blazed ; 
She thought he biush’d as knowing Tar- 
quin’s lust, 

And, blushing with him, wistlv on him 
gazed; ' jy,-. 

Her earnest eye did make him more amazed; 

The more she saw the blood his cheeks 
replenish, 

The more she thought he spied in her 
some biemish. 

But long she thinks tid he return again. 
And yet the duteous vassal scarce is gone. 
The weary tme she cannot entertain, ia(>i 
For now ’tis stale to sigh, to weep, and 
groan ; 

So woe hath wearied woe, moan tired moan, 

That she her piaints a little while doth 
stay, 

Pausing for means to mourn some newer 
way. ,365 
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At last she calls to mind where hangs a 
piece 

Of skilful painting, made for Priam’s Troy ; 
Before the which is drawn the power of 
Greece 

For Helen’s rape the city to destroy, 
Threat’ning cloud-kissing llion with annoy; 

Which the conceited painter drew so 
proud, 1371 

As heaven, it seem’d, to kiss the turrets 
bow d. 

A thousand amcntab!e obiects there, 

In scorn of nature, art gave lifeless life; 
Many a dry drop seem’d a weeping tear 
Shed for the slaught’red husband by the 
wife; 3 37<^ 

The red blood reek’d to show the painter’s 
strife ; 

And dying eyes gleam’d forth their ashy 
lights, 

Like dying coals burnt out in ted»ous 
nights. 

There might you sec the labouring pioneer 
Begrim d with sweat and smeared all with 
dust ; 

And from the towers of Troy there would 
appear 

The very eyes of men through loopholes 
thrust, 

Gazing upon the Greeks with little lust. 

Such sweet observance in this work was 
had 

That one might see those far-off eyes 
look sad. 

In great commanders grace and majesty 
You might behold, triumphing in their 
laces; 

In youth, quick bearing and dexterity; 
And here and there the painter inter¬ 
laces 

Pale cowards marching on with trembling 
paces, 1391 

Which heartless peasants did so well 
resemble 

That one would swear he saw them quake 
and tremble. 

In Ajax and Uiysses, O what art 
Of physiognomy might one behold I i3<)5 
The face of cither cipher’d cither’s heart; 
Ihcir lace their manners most expressly 
told : 

In Ajax’ eyes blunt rage and rigour roll'd ; 

But the mild glance that sly Ulysses lent 

Show'd deep regard and smiling govern¬ 
ment. Hoo 

There pleading might you see grave Nestor 
stand, 

As 'twere encouraging the Greeks to fight. 
Making such sober action with his hand 
That it beguil’d attention, charm’d the 
sight. 


In speech, it seemd, his beard all silver 
white J405 

Wagg’d up and down, and from his Ups 
did fly 

Thin winding breath, which purl’d up to 
the sky. 

About him were a press of gaping faces, 
Which seem’d to swallow up his sownd 
advice, 

All jointly hst’ning, but with several graces. 
As if some mermaid did their ears entice; 
Some high, some low—the painter was so 
nice— 1412 

The scalps of many, almost hid behind, 
To jump up higher seem’d to mock the 
mind. 

Here one man’s hand loan’d on another's 
head, 

His nose being shadowed by his neighbour’s 
car; 

Here one being throng'd bears back, all 
boU'n and red ; 

Another smother’d seems to pelt and swear; 
And in their rage such signs of rage they 
bear, 1439 

As, but for loss of Nestor’s golden words. 
It seem’d they would debate with angry 
sw'ords. 

For much imaginary work was there ; 
Conceit deceitful, so compact, so kind, 
That tor Achilles' image stood his spear, 
Grip'd in an armed hand ; himself, behind 
Was left unseen, save to the eye of mind : 
A hand, a toot, a face a leg, a head, 1427 
Stood lor the whole to be imagined. 

And from the walls of strong-besieged Troy 
When their brave hope, bold Hector, 
march'd to field, 1430 

Stood many Troyan mothers, sharing joy 
To sec their youthful sons bright w^eapons 
wield ; 

And to their hope they such odd action 
yield 

That through their light joy seemed to 
appear. 

Like bright things stain'd, a kind of 
heavy fear, U 35 

And from the strond of Dardan where they 
fought, 

To Simois’ reedy banks, the red blood ran, 
Whose waves to imitate the battle sought 
With swelling ridges; and their ranks 
began 1439 

To break upon the galled shore, and than 
Retire again, till meeting greater ranks 
They Join, and shoot their foam at 
Simois' banks. 

To this well-painted piece is Liicrece come. 
To find a face where all distress is stell’d. 
Many she sees where cares have carved 
some, 1445 
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But none where all distress and dolour 
dwell’d, 

Till she despairing Hecuba beheld, 

Staring on Priam’s wounds with her old 
eyes, 

Which bleeding under Pyrrhus* proud 
foot lies. 

In her the painter had anatomiz’d 1450 
Time’s ruin, beauty’s wrack, and grim care’s 
reign ; 

Her cheeks with chaps and wrinkles were 
disguis’d ; 

Of what she was no semblance did remain 
Her blue blood chang’d to black in every 
vein. 

Wanting the spring that those shrunk 
pipes had fed, 1455 

Show’d life imprison’d in a body dead. 

On this sad shadow Lucrece spends her eyes. 
And shapes her sorrow to the beldam’s 
woes. 

Who nothing wants to answer her but cries. 
And bitter words to ban her cruel foes : 

The painter was no god to lend her those; 

And therefore Lucrece swears he did her 
wrong 

To give her so much grief and not a 
tongue, 

' Poor instrument,* quoth she * without a 
sound. 

I’ll tune thy woes with my lamenting 
tongue, 

And drop sweet balm in Priam’s painted 
wound, 

And rail on Pyrrhus that hath done him 
wrong. 

And with my tears quench Troy that burns 
so long; 

And with my knife scratch out the angry 
eyes 14'">'.) 

Of all the Greeks that are thine enemies. 

* Show me the strumpet that began this 
stir. 

That with my nails her beauty I may tear. 
Thy heat of lust, fond Paris, did incur 
This load of wrath that burning Troy doth 
bear. 1474 

Thy eye kindled the fire that burneth here; 

And here in Troy, for trespass of thine 
eye, 

The sire, the son, the dame, and daughter 
die. 

' Why should the private pleasure of some 
one 

Become the public plague of many moe ? 
Let sin, alone committed, light alone 14^0 
Upon his head that hath transgressed so; 
Let guiltless souls be freed from guilty woe. 

For one’s offence why should so many 
fall, 

To plague a private sin in general ? 


* Lo, here weeps Hecuba, here Priam dies, 
Here manly Hector faints, here Troilus 
sounds; i486 

Here friend by friend in bloody channel lies, 
And friend to friend gives unadvised 
wounds, 

And one man’s lust these many lives con¬ 
founds. 

Had doting Priam check’d his son’s 
desire, i49-> 

Troy had been bright with fame, and not 
with fire.* 

Here feelingly she weeps Troy’s painted 
woes: 

For sorrow, like a heavy-hanging bell. 

Once set on ringing, with his own weight 
goes ; 

Then little strength rings out the doleful 
knell; 1495 

So Lucrece set a-work sad talcs doth tell 

To pencill’d pensiveness and colour'd 
sorrow ; 

She lends them words, and she their looks 
doth borrow. 

She throw's her eyes about the painting 
round, 1499 

And who she finds forlorn she doth lament. 
At last she sees a wretched image bound 
That piteous looks to Phrygian shepherds 
lent; 

His face, though full of cares, yet show’d 
content: 

Onward to Troy with the blunt swains 
he goes. 

So mild that Patience seem’d to scorn 
his woes. 1505 

In him the painter labour’d with his skill 
To hide deceit, and give the harmless show 
An humble gait, calm looks, eyes wailing 
still, 

A brow unbent, that seem’d to welcome 
woe; 1509 

Cheeks neither red nor pale, but mingled so 

That blushing red no guilty instance 
gave, 

Nor ashy pale the fear that false hearts 
have; 

But, like a constant and confirmed devil. 
He entertain’d a show so seeming just, 

And therein so ensconc'd his secret evil, 
That jealousy itself could not mistrust 1516 
False-creeping craft and perjury should 
thrust 

Into so bright a day such black-fac’d 
storms, 

Or blot with hell-born sin such saint-like 
forms. 

The well-skill’d workman this mild image 
drew 1520 

For perjur’d Sinon, whose enchanting story 
The credulous old Priam after slew ; 
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Whose words, like wildfire, burnt the shin¬ 
ing glory 

Of rich-built Ilion, that the skies were sorry. 
And little stars shot from their fixed 
places, 1525 

When their glass fell wherein they view'd 
their faces. 

This picture she advisedly perus'd, 

And chid the painter for his wondrous 
skill; 

Saying, some shape in Sinon's was abus'd. 
So fair a form lodg'd not a mind so ill; 

And still on him she gaz'd, and gazing 
still 

Such signs of truth in his plain face she 
spied 

That she concludes the picture was 
belied. 

' It cannot he ’ quoth she ' that so much 
guile' 

She would have said ' can lurk in such a 
look ’ i s ^5 

But Tarquin's shape came in her mind the 
while, 

And from her tongue * can lurk ' from 
'cannot’took ; 

' It cannot be ’ she in that sense forsook. 
And turn’d it thus : ‘ It cannot be, I find. 
But such a face should bear a wicked 
mind; 

‘ For even as subtle Sinon here is painted. 
So sober-sad, so weary, and so mild. 

As if with grief or travail he had fainted. 
To me came Tarquin armed ; so beguil'd 
With outward honesty, but yet defil'd 1545 
With inward vice. As Priam him did 
cherish. 

So did I Tarquin ; so my Troy did perish. 

‘ Look, look, how list’ning Priam wets his 
eyes. 

To sec those borrowed tears that Sinon 
sheds. 

Priam, why art thou old, and yet not wise ? 
For every' tear he falls a Troyan bleeds ; 
Ilis eye drops fire, no water thence pro¬ 
ceeds ; 1552 

Those round clear pearls of his that move 
thy pity 

Are balls of quenchless fire to burn thy 
city. 

' Such devils steal effects from lightless 
hell; J 555 

For Sinon in his fire doth quake with cold, 
And in that cold hot burning fire doth 
dwell; 

These contraries such unity do hold 
Only to flatter fools, and make them bold ; 
So Priam’s trust false Sinon's tears doth 
flatter ^5^0 

That he finds means to burn his Troy 
with water *• 


Here, all enrag’d, such passion her assails 
That patience is quite beaten from her 
breast. 

She tears the senseless Sinon with her nails. 
Comparing him to that unhappy guest i5<>5 
Whose deed hath made herself herself 
detest. 

At last she smilingly with this gives o'er : 

‘ Fool! fool I' quoth she ' his wounds 
will not be sore.' 

Thus ebbs and flows the current of her 
sorrow. 

And time doth weary time with her com¬ 
plaining. 1570 

She looks for night, and then she longs for 
morrow, 

And both she thinks too long with her 
remaining. 

Short time seems long in sorrow’s sharp 
sustaining; 

Though woe be heavy, yet it seldom 
sleeps ; 

And they that watch see time how slow 
it creeps. j 57 s 

Which all this time hath overslipp’d her 
thought 

That she with painted images hath spent, 
Being from the feeling of her own grief 
brought 

By deep surmise of others' detriment, 1579 
Losing her w'oes in shows of discontent. 

It easeth some, though none it ever 
cured. 

To think their dolour others have 
endured. 

But now the mindful messenger, come back, 
Brings home his lord and other company ; 
Who finds his Lucrece clad in mourning 
black, J565 

And round about her tear-distained eye 
Blue circles stream'd, like rainbows in the 
sky. 

These water-galls in her dim element 

Foretell new storms to those already 
spent. 

Which when her sad-beholding husband 
saw, 1590 

Amazedly in her sad face he stares: 

Her eyes, though sod in tears, look’d red 
and raw% 

Her lively colour kill’d with deadly cares. 
He hath no power to ask her how she fares; 

Both stood like old acquaintance in a 
trance, 159.S 

Met far from home, wond’ring each 
other’s chance. 

At last he takes her by the bloodless 
hand, 

And thus begins : * What uncouth ill event 
Hath thee befall'n, that thou dost trem¬ 
bling stand ? 

*303 
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Sweet love, what spite hath thy fair colour 
spent ? 1600 

Why art thou thus attir*d in discontent ? 
Unmask, dear dear, this moody heavi¬ 
ness. 

And tell thy grief, that we may give 
redress 

Three times with sighs she gives her sorrow 
fire 

Ere once she can discharge one word of 
woe; 1605 

At length address'd to answer his desire. 
She modestly prepares to let them know 
Her honour is ta'en prisoner by the foe; 
While Collatine and his consorted lords 
With sad attention long to hear her 
words. 

And now this pale swan in her wat’ry ne: t 
Begins the sad dirge of her certain ending. 
* Few words ’ quoth she ‘ shall tit the 
trespass best. 

Where no excuse can give the fault amend¬ 
ing : 

In me moe w’oes than words arc now 
depending; lOis 

And my laments would be drawn out too 
long 

To tell them all with one poor tired 
tongue, 

' Then be this all the task It hath to say: 
Dear husband, in the interest of thy bed 
A stranger came and on that pillow lay 1620 
Where thou wast wont to rest thy w'eary 
head; 

And what wrong else may be imagined 
By foul enforcement might be done to me 
From that, alas, thy Lucrece is not free. 

‘ For in the dreadful dead of dark mid¬ 
night. 

With shining falchion in ray chamber came 
A creeping creature, with a flaming light, 
And softly cried Awake, thou Roman 
dame, 1628 

And entertain my love ; else lasting shame 
On thee and thine this night I wiil inflict. 
If thou my love’s desire do contradict. 

*For some hard-favour'd groom of thine ” 
quoth he 

** Unless thou yoke thy liking to my will, 
1*11 murder straight, and then I'll slaughter 
thee, 1634 

And swear I found you where you did 
fulfil 

The loathsome act of lust, and so did kill 
The lechers in their deed : this act will be 
My fame, and thy perpetual infamy **. 

‘ With this I did begin to start and cry. 
And then against my heart he set his sword. 
Swearing, unless I took all patiently, 1641 
1 should not live to speak another word. 

So should my shame still rest upon record. 


And never be forgot in mighty Rome 
Th' adulterate death of Lucrece and her 
groom. 1645 

* Mine enemy was strong, my poor self 

weak. 

And far the weaker with so strong a fear. 
My bloody judge forbade my tongue to 
speak ; 

No rightful pica might plead for justice 
there. 

His scarlet hist came evidence to sw'ear 1650 
That my poor beauty had purloin’d his 
eyes, 

And when the judge is robb'd, the 
prisoner dies. 

* O, teach me how to make mine ow'n excuse! 
Or, at the least, this refuge let me lind : 
Fhough my gross blood be stain’d with this 

abuse, it>55 

Immaculate and spotless is my mind ; 

Ihat was not forc’d; that never was 
inclin’d 

To accessary yieldings, but still pure 
Doth in her poison'd closet yet endure.' 

Lo, here, the hopeless merchant of this loss, 
With head declin'd and voice damm’d up 
with woe, 1661 

With sad-set eyes and wretched arms 
across, 

From lips new-waxen pa’e begins to blow 
The grief away that stops his answer so ; 
But wretched as he is he strives in vain ; 
What he breathes out his breath drinks 
up again. x666 

As through an arch the violent roaring tide 
Outruns the eye that doth behold his haste. 
Yet in the eddy boundeth in his pride 
Back to the strait that forc’d him on so 
fast, 1670 

In rage sent out, recall'd in rage, being 
past; 

Even so his sighs, his sorrows, make a 
saw, 

To push grief on, and back the same 
gnef draw. 

Which speechless woe of his poor she 
attendetli, 1674 

And his undmely frenzy thus awaketh: 
Dear lord, thy sorrow to my sorrow 
lendeth 

Another power; no flood by raining 
slaketh. 

My woe too sensible thy passion maketh 
More feeling-painful. Let it then suffice 
To drown one woe, one pair ol weeping 
eyes. 1680 

And for my sake, when I might charm 
thee so, 

For she that was thy Lucrece, now attend 
me; 

Be suddenly revenged on my foe. 
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Thine, mine, his own; suppose tiiou dost 
defend me 

From what is past. The help that thou 
Shalt lend me 16S5 

Comes all toa late, yet let the traitor die; 
For sparing justice feeds iniquity, 

* But ere I name him, you, fair lords,’ 
quoth she. 

Speaking to those that came with Collatinc, 
’ Shall plight your honourable faiths to me 
With swift pursuit to venge this wrong of 
mine; aOyi 

For 'tis a meritorious fair design 
To chase injustice with revengeful arms : 
Knights, by their oaths, should right 
poor ladies’ harms ’. 

At this request, with noble disposition 1695 
Each present lord began to promise aid. 

As bound in knighthood to her imposition. 
Longing to hear the hateful foe bewray’d. 
But she, that yet her sad task bath not 
said, 

The protestation stops. ‘ O speak,’ quoth 
she i roo 

' How may this forced stain be wip’d 
from me ? 

‘ What is the quality of my offence. 

Being constrain’d with drcaJml circum¬ 
stance ? 

May my pure mind with the foul act 
dispense, 

My low-dcclined honour to advance ? 

May any terms acquit me from this chance.^ 
'1 he poisoned fountain clears itself again ; 
And why not 1 from this compelled 
stain ?' 

With this, they all at once began to say 
Her body’s stain her mind untainted 
clears; 

While with a joyless smile she turns away 
The face, that map w^hich deep impression 
bears 17^2 

Of hard misfortune, carv’d in it with tears. 

‘ No, no,’ quoth she ‘ no dame hereafter 
living 

By my excuse shall claim excuse’s 
giving.’ 1715 

Here with a sigh, as if her heart would 
break, 

She throws forth Tarquin’s name: ’ He, 
he' she says, 

But more than ‘ he ’ her poor tongue could 
not speak; 

Till after many accents and delays. 
Untimely breathings, sick, and short assays. 
She utters this: ‘ He, he, fair lords, *tis 
he, i7ii 

That guides this hand to give this wound 
to me ’. 

Even here she sheathed in her harnHess 
breast 


A harmful knife, that thence her soul un¬ 
sheathed. 1724 

That blow did bail it from the deep unrest 
Of that polluted prison where it breathed. 
Her contrite sighs unto the clouds be¬ 
queathed 

Her winged sprite, and through her 
wounds doth fly 

Life’s lasting date from cancell'd destiny. 

Stone-still, astonish’d with this deadly 
deed, 1730 

Stood CoUatine and all his lordly crew; 
liil Lucrece’ father, that beholds her bleed. 
Himself on her self-slaught’red body threw, 
And from the purple fountain Brutus drew 
The murd’rous knife, and, as it left the 
place, T7.^5 

Her blood, in poor revenge, held it in 
chase; 

And bubbhng from her breast, it doth 
divide 

In two slow rivers, that the crimson blood 
Circles her body in on every side, 1730 
Who like a ’ate-sack’d island vastly stood 
Bare and unpeopled in this fearful flood. 
Some of her biood still pure and red 
remain’d. 

And some look'd black, and that false 
Tarquin stain’d. 

About the mourning and congealed face 
Of that black blood a wat’.y ngol goes, 1743 
Which seems to weep upon the tainted 
place; 

And ever smee, as pitying Lucrece’ woes, 
Corrupted blood some watery token shows ; 
And blood untainted still doth red abide. 
Blushing at that which is so putrified. 

' Daughter, dear daughter,’ old Lucretius 
cries, 1751 

’ Tliat life was mine which thou hast here 
deprived. 

If in the child the father s image lies. 
Where shall I 1 ve now Lucrece is unlived ? 
Thou vvast not to this end from me denved. 
If children predecease progenitors, 175^* 
We are their offspring, and they none of 
ours. 

’ Poor broken glass, I often did behold 
In thy sweet semb ance my old age new 
born; 

But now that fair iresh mirror, dim and 
old, 1760 

Shows me a bare-bon’d death by time out¬ 
worn ; 

O, from thy cheeks my image thou hast 
tom. 

And shiver’d all the beauty of my glass, 
That 1 no more can see what once I was I 

‘ O time, cease thou thy course and last no 
longer, 1705 

If they surcease to be that shou'd survive. 
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Shall rotten death make conquest of the 
stronger, 

And leave the faltering feeble souls alive ? 
The old bees die, the young possess their 
hive. 

Then live, sweet Liicrece, live again, and 
see i 77 « 

Thy father die, and not thy father thee.’ 

By this starts Collatine as from a dream. 
And bids Lucretius give his sorrow place; 
And then in key-cold Liicrece* bleeding 
stream 

He falls, and bathes the pale fear in his 
face, 1775 

And counterfeits to die with her a space *, 

Till manly shame bids him possess his 
breath, 

And live, to be revenged on her death. 

The deep vexation of his inward soul 
Hath serv’d a dumb arrest upon his: 

tongue; \ 

Who, mad that sorrow should his use 
control, 

Or keep him from heart-easing words so 
long. 

Begins to talk; but through his lips do 
throng 

Weak words, so thick come, in his poor 
heart’s aid, 

That no man could distinguish what he 
said. i 7 ‘< 

Yet sometime * Tarquin * was pronounced 
plain, 

But through his teeth, as if the name he 
tore. 

I'his windy tempest, till it blow up rain. 
Held back his sorrow’s tide, to make it 
more; 

At last it rains, and busy winds give o’er; 

Then son and father weep with equal 
strife, J7yT 

Who should weep most for daughter or 
for wife. 

The one doth call her his, the other his. 
Yet neither may possess the claim they lay. 
The father says * She’s mine *. * O, mine 
she is ! ’ 1795 

Replies her husband. * Do not take away 
My sorrow’s interest; let no mourner 
say 

He weeps for her, for she was only mine, 

And only must be wail'd by Collatine.' 

* O,’ quoth Lucretius * I did give that life 
Which she too early and too late hath 

spill’d.* 1801 

* Woe, woe,* quoth Collatine * she was my 

wife, 

I owed her, and *tis mine that she hath 
kill'd.* 

' My daughter 1 * and ‘ My wife I * with 
clamours fill’d 

1306 


The dispers'd air, who, holding Lucrece' 
life, 1805 

Answer’d their cries, * My daughter! ' 
and ‘ My wife !' 

Brutus, who pluck’d the knife from 
Lucrece’ side, 

Seeing such emulation in their w'oe, 

Began to clothe his wit in state and pride, 
Burying in Lucrece' wound his folly’s show. 
He with the Romans was esteemed so jHu 
A s silly jeering idiots are with kings, 

For sportive words and utt’ring foolish 
things. 

But now he throws that shallow habit by 
Wherein deep policy did him disguise, iSi *) 
And arm’d his Jong-hid wits advisedly 
To check the tears in Collatinus’ eyes. 

‘ Thou wronged lord of Rome,* quoth he 
* arise; 

Let my unsounded self, suppos'd a fool. 
Now set thy long-experienc’d wit to 
school. 1S20 

‘ Why, Collatine, is woe the cure for woe ? 
Do wounds help wounds, or grief help 
grievous deeds ? 

Is it revenge to give thyself a blow, 

For his foul act by whom thy fair wife 
bleeds ? 

Such childish humour from weak minds 
proceeds. 18^5 

Thy wretched wife mistook the matter so, 
To slay herself that should have slain her 
foe, 

‘ Courageous Roman, do not steep thy 
heart 

In such relenting dew of amentations, 

But kneel with me, and help to bear thy 
part i«;o 

To rouse our Roman gods with invocations 
I'hat they will suffer these abominations— 
Since Rome herself in them doth stand 
disgraced— 

By our strong arms from forth her fair 
streets chased. 

‘ Now by the Capitol that we adore, 18^5 
And by this chaste blood so unjustly 
stained, 

By heaven's fair sun that breeds the fat 
earth’s store, 

By all our country rights in Rome main¬ 
tained, 

And by chaste Lucrece’ soul that late com¬ 
plained 

Her wrongs to us, and by this bloody 
knife, isjo 

We will revenge the death of this true 
wife.’ 

This said, he struck his hand upon his 
breast, 

And kiss'd the fatal knife to end his vow; 
And to his protestation urg’d the rest* 
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Who, wondering at him, did his words 
allow; 1845 

Then jointly to the ground their knees they 
bow 

And that deep vow which Brutus made 
before 

He doth again repeat, and that they 
swore. 


When they had sworn to this advised doom, 
They did conclude to bear dead Liicrece 
thence, 1850 

To show her bleeding body thorough Rome. 
And so to publish Tarquin's foul offence ; 
Which being done with speedy diligence. 
The Romans plausibly did give consent 
To Tarquin's everiasting banishment. 


SONNETS 


TO. THE. ONLIE. BEGETTER. OF. 
THESE. INSUING. SONNETS. 
MR. W. H. ALL. HAPPINESSE. 
AND. THAT. ETERNITIE. 
PROxMlSED. 

BY. 

OUR. EVER-LIVING. POET. 
WISHETH. 

THE. WELL-WISHING. 
ADVENTURER, IN, 
SETTING. 

FORTH. 

T. T. 


1 

From fairt^st creatures we desire increase. 
That thereby bcauty’vS rose might never die. 
But as the riper should by time dece'‘se, 
His tender heir might bear his memory ; 
But thou, contracted to thine own bright 
eyes, 5 

Feed’st thy light’s flame with self-sub¬ 
stantial fuel, 

Making a famine whe-re abundance lies. 
Thyself thy foe, to thy sweet self too cruel. 
Thou that art now' the world’s fresh orna¬ 
ment 

And only herald to the gaudy spring, 10 
Within thine own bud buriest thy content, 
And, tender churl, rnak’st waste in 
niggarding. 

Pity the v\orld, or else this glutton be. 
To eat the world’s due, by the grave and 
thee. 

2 

When forty winters shall besiege thy brow. 
And dig deep trenches in thy beauty’s field. 
Thy youth’s proud liv^ery, .so gaz’d on now. 
Will be a tatter’d weed of small worth held. 
Then being ask’d where all thy beauty lies. 
Where all the treasure of thy lusty days, (> 
To say within thine own deep-sunken eyes 
Were an all-eating shame and thriftless 
praise. 

How much more praise deserv’d thy 
beauty’s use. 

If thou couldst answer ’ This fair child of 
mine 10 

Shall sum my count, and make my old 
excuse * 

Proving his beauty by succession thine 1 
This were to be new made when thou art 
old, 

And see thy blood warm when thou feel’st 
it cold. 


3 

Look in thy glass, and tell the face thou 
vie west 

Now is the time that face should form 
another; 

Whose fresh repair if now thou not rcncwvest, 
Thou dost beguile the w'orld, unbless some 
mother. 

For where is she so fair whose unear'd 
womb s 

Disdains the tillage of thy husbandry ? 

Or who is he so fond will be the tomb 
Of his self-love, to stop posterity ? 

Thou art thy mother's glass, and she in thee 
Calls back the lovely April of her prime ; 10 
So thou through windows of thine age shalt 
see, 

Despite of wrinkles, this thy golden time. 
But if thou live rememb’red not to be, 
Die single, and thine image dies with thee. 

4 

Unthrifty loveliness, why dost thou spend 
Upon thyself thy beauty's lepey ? 
Nature’s bequest gives nothing, but doth 
lend. 

And, being frank, she lends to those are free. 
Then, beauteous niggard, why dost thou 
abuse 5 

llie bounteous largess given thee to give ? 
Profitless usurer, w^hy dost thou use 
So great a sum of sums, yet canst not live ? 
For having traffic with thyself alone, 

Thou of thyself thy sweet self dost deceive. 
Then how when nature calls thee to be 
gone, 11 

What acceptable audit canst thou leave ? 
Thy iiniis'd beauty must be tomb’d with 
thee, 

I Which, used, lives th’ executor to be. 

5 

Those hours that with gentle work did 
frame 

The lovely gaze where every eye doth dwell 
Will play the tyrants to the very same, 
And that unfair which fairly doth excel; 
For never-resting time leads summer on 5 
lo hideous winter, and confounds him 
there; 

Sap check’d with frost and lusty leaves 
quite gone, 

Beauty o’ersnow’d, and bareness every 
where. 

Then, were not summer’s distillation left 
A liquid prisoner pent in walls of glass, jo 
B eauty’s effect with beauty were bereft^ 
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Nor it, nor no remembrance what it was; 

But flowers distill’d, though they with 
winter meet, 

Leese hut their show: their substance 
still lives sweet. 

6 

Then let not winter’s ragged hand deface 
In thee thy summer ere thou be distill’d ; 
Make sweet some vial; treasure thou some 
place 

With beauty’s treasure ere it be self-kill’d. 
That use is not forbidden usury s 

Which happies those that pay the willing 
loan— 

That’s for thyself to breed an other then?, 
Or ten times liappicr, be it ten for one; 
Ten times thy self were liappier than thou 
art, 

If ten of thine ten times refigur’d thee, lo 
Then what could Death do if thou shouldst 
depart. 

Leaving thee living in posterity ? 

Be not self-vvill’d, for thou art much too 
fair 

To be death’s conquest and make worms 
thine heir. 

7 

Lo, in the orient w'hen the gracious light 
Lifts np his burning bead, each under eye 
Doth homage to his new-appearing sight, 
Serving with looks his sacred majesty ; 
And liaving climb’d the steep-up heavenly 
hill, 

Resembling strong youth in his middle age, 
Yet mortal looks adore his beauty still. 
Attending on his golden pilgrimage; 

But when from highmost pitch, with weary 
car, 

Like feeble age he reileth from the day, 

I'he eyes, ’fore duteous, now converted are 
From his low tract and look another way; 

So thou, thyself outgoing in thy noon. 

Unlock’d on diest, unless thou get a son. 

8 

Music to hear, why hear’st thou music 
sadly ? 

Sweets with sweets war not, joy delights in 
joy. 

Why lov’st thou that which thou receiv’st 
not gladly. 

Or else receiv’st with pleasure thine annoy ? 
If the true concord of well-tuned sounds, 5 
By unions married, do offend thine ear. 
They do but sweetly chide thee, who con¬ 
founds 

In singleness the parts that thou shouldst 
bear. 

Mark how one string, sweet husband to 
another. 

Strikes each in each by mutual ordering ; 10 


Resembling sire, and child, and happy 
mother. 

Who, all in one, one pleasing note do sing ; 
Whose speechless song, being many, 
seeming one, 

Sings this to thee: ‘ Thou single wilt 
prove none 

9 

Is it for fear to wet a widow's eye 

That thou consum’st thyself in single life ? 

Ah ! if thou issueless shalt hap to die, 

The v/orld Will wad thee like a makeless 
wife: 4 

The Vvorld will be thy widow, and still weep 
l hat diou no form of thee hast left behind. 
When every private widow well may keep. 
By children’s eyes, her husband’s shape in 
mind. 

Look what an unthrift in the world doth 
spend 

Shifts but his place, for still the wwld 
enjoys it; 10 

But beauty’s waste hath in the world an 
end, 

And kept unus'd, the user so destroys it. 
No love tow^ard others in that bosom sits 
That on himself such murd’rous shame 
commits. 

10 

For shame ! deny that thou bear’st love to 
any, 

Who for thy self art so improvident. 

Grant, if thou wilt, thou art belov’d of 
many, 

But that thou none iov'st is most evident; 
For thou art so possess'd witn murd’roiis 
hate 5 

That 'gainst thyself thou stick'st not to 
conspire, 

Seeking that beauteous roof to ruinate 
Which to repair should be thy chief desire. 
O, change thy thouglit, that I may change 
my mind! 9 

Shall hate be fairer lodg’d than gentle love ? 
Be, as thy presence is, gracious and kind, 
Or to thy self at least kind-hearted prove ; 
Make thee an other self for love of me, 
That beauty still may live in thine or 
thee. 

11 

As fast as thou shalt wane, so fast thou 
grow’st 

In one of tliine, from that which thou 
departest; 

And that fresh blood which youngly thou 
bestow’st 

Thou may St call thine when thou from 
youth convertest. 

Herein lives wisdom, beauty, and increase : 
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Without this folly, age, and cold decay. 6 
If all were minded so, the times should 
cease, 

And threescore year would make the world 
a\%ay. 

Let those whom Nature hath not made for 
store, 

Harsh, featureless, and rude, barrenly 
perish. lo 

Look whom she best endow’d she gave the 
more ; 

Which bounteous gift thou shouldst in 
bounty cherish; 

She carv’d thee for her seal, and meant 
thereby 

Thou shoulcist print more, not let that 
copy die. 

12 

When I do count the clock that tells the 
time, 

And see the brave day sunk in hideous 
night; 

When 1 behold the violet past prime. 

And sable curls all silver'd o’er with white : 
When lofty trees I see barren of Icav^cs, 
Which erst from heat did canopy the herd, 
And summer’s green all girded up in sheaves 
Borne on the bier with white and bristly 
beard; 

Then of thy beauty do I question make 
That thou among the wastes of time must 
go, i- 

Since sweets and beauties do themselves 
forsake, 

And die as fast as they see others grow ; 

And nothing 'gainst Time’s scythe can 
make defence 

Save breed, to brave him when he takes 
thee hence. 

13 

O that you were yourself! But, love, yv>u 
are 

No longer yours than you your self here 
live. 

Against this coming end you should pre¬ 
pare. 

And your sweet semblance to some other 
give. 

So should that beauty which you hold in 
lease s 

Find no determination ; then you were 
Your self again, after your self's decease, 
When your sweet issue your sw^eet form 
should bear. 

Who lets so fair a house fall to decay, 9 
Which husbandry in honour might uphold 
Against the stormy gusts of winter's day 
And barren rage of death's eternal cold ? 

O, none but unthrifts I Dear my love, 
you know 

You had a father: let your son say so. 


14 

Not from the star.> do I my judgment pluck, 
And yet methinks 1 have astronomy; 

But not to tell of good or evil luck, 

Of plagues, of dearths, or seasons* quality ; 
Nor can I jfortuiic to brief minutes tell, 5 
Pointing to each his thunder, rain, and 
wind. 

Or say with princes if it shall go well 
By oft predict that I in heaven find ; 

But from thine eyes my knowledge 1 derive, 
And, constant stars, in them 1 read such 
art 1 n 

As truth and beauty shall together thrive, 
If from thy self to store thou wouldst con¬ 
vert. 

Or else of thee this I prognosticate : 

Thy end is truth’s and beauty's doom 
and date. 

15 

When I consider every thing that grow's 
Holds in perfection but a little moment, 
That this huge stage presenteth nought but 
shows 

Whereon the stars in secret influence com¬ 
ment ; 

When I perceive that men as plants in¬ 
crease, 5 

Cheered and check'd even by the self-same 
sky, 

Vaunt in their youthful sap, at height 
decrease. 

And w ear their brave state out of memory ; 
Then the conceit of this inconstant stay 
Sets you most rich in youth l>efore my 
sight, 10 

Where wasteful Time debateth with 
Decay 

To change your day of youth to sullied 
night; 

And all in war with Time for love of you, 

As he takes from you, I engraft you new. 

16 

But wherefore do not you a mightier way 
Make war upon this bloody tyrant Time ? 
And fortify your self in your decay 
With means more blessed than my barren 
rhyme ? 

Now stand you on the top of happy hours, 
And many maiden gardens, yet unset, 6 
With virtuous wish would bear your living 
flowers, 

Much liker than your painted counterfeit; 
So should the lines of life that life repair, 9 
Which this. Time's pencil or my pupil pen. 
Neither in inward worth, nor outward fair, 
Can make you live your self in eyes of men. 

To give away your self keeps your self 
still; 

And you must live, drawn by your own 
sweet skill. 
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17 

Who will believe my verse in time to come. 
If it were fill’d with your most high deserts? 
Though yet, heaven knows, it is but as a 
tomb 

Which hides your life and shows not half 
your parts. 

If I could write the beauty of your eyes 5 
And in fresh numbers number all your 
graces. 

The age to come would say ‘ This poet lies ; 
Such heavenly touches ne’er touch’d 
earthly faces ’. 

So should my papers, yellowed with their 
age, 

Be scorn’d, like old men of less truth than 
tongue; jo 

And your true rights be term’d a poet’s 
rage, 

And stretched metre of an antique song. 

But were some child of yours alive that 
time, 

You should live twice—in it, and in my 
rhyme. 

18 

Shall 1 compare thee to a summer’s day ? 
Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of 
May, 

And summer’s lease hath all too short a 
date: 4 

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines. 
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd ; 
And every fair from fair some time declines. 
By chance, or nature’s changing course, 
untrimm’d; 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade 9 
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st; 
Nor shall Death brag thou wand’rest in his 
shade, 

When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st. 

So long as men can breathe or eyes can 
see, 

So long lives this, and this gives life to 
thee. 

19 

Devouring Time, blunt thou the lion’s paws, 
And make the earth devour her own sweet 
brood; 

Pluck the keen teeth from the fierce tiger’s 
jaws, 

And burn the long-liv’d phoenix in her 
blood; 4 

Make glad and sorry seasons as thou fleet'st, 
And do whate’er thou wilt, swift-footed 
Time, 

To the wide world and all her fading sweets; 
But I forbid thee one most heinous crime: 
O, carve not with thy hours my love's fair 
brow, 


Nor draw no lines there with thine antique 
pen; 10 

Him in thy course untainted do allow 
For beauty’s pattern to succeeding men. 

Yet, do thy worst, old Time. Despite thy 
wrong, 

My love shall in my verse ever live young. 

20 

A woman’s face, with Nature’s own 
hand painted, 

Hast thou, the Master Mistress of my 
passion ; 

A woman's gentle heart, but not acquainted 
With shifting change, as is false woman's 
fashion ; 

An eye more bright than theirs, less firlse 
in rolling, r, 

Gilding the object whereupon it gazeth ; 

A man in hue all hues in his controlling, 
Which steals men’s eyes and women's souls 
amazeth. 

And for a woman wert thou first created ; 
Till Nature, as she wrought thee, fell a- 
doting, lo 

And by addition me of thee defeated 
By adding one thing to my purpose nothing. 

But since she prick’d thee out for women’s 
pleasure. 

Mine be thy love, and thy love’s use their 
treasure. 

21 

So is it not with me as with that Muse, 
Stirr’d by a painted beauty to his verse ; 
Who heaven itself for ornament doth use. 
And every fair with his fair doth rehearse, 
Making a couplement of proud compare 5 
With sun and moon, with earth and sea's 
rich gems. 

With April’s first-born flowers, and all 
things rare 

That heaven's air in this huge rondure 
hems. 

O, let me, true in love, but truly write, 

And then believe me, my love is as fair to 
A s any mother’s child, though not so bright 
As those gold candles fix’d in heaven’s air. 

Let them say more that like of hearsay 
well: 

I will not praise that purpose not to sell. 

22 

My glass shall not persuade me I am old 
So long as youth and thou are of one date ; 
But when in thee time’s furrows 1 behold. 
Then look I death my days should expiate. 
For all that beauty that doth cover thee 5 
Is but the seemly raiment of my heart, 
Which in thy breast doth live, as thine in 
me; 

How can 1 then be elder than thou art ? 
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O, therefore, love, be of thyself so wary. 
As I not for myself but for thee will; lo 
Bearing thy heart, which I will keep so 
chary 

As tender nurse her babe from faring ill. 

Presume not on thy heart when mine is 
slain ; 

Thou gav’st me thine, not to give back 
again. 

23 

As an unperfcct actor on the stage 
Who with his fear is put besides his part, 
Or some fierce thing replete with too much 
rage. 

Whose strength’s abundance weakens his 
own heart; 

So I, for fear of trust, forget to say 5 
The perfect ceremony of love’s rite. 

And in mine own love’s strength seem to 
decay, 

O’ercharg’d with burthen of mine own 
love’s might. 

O, let my looks be then the eloquence 
And dumb presagers of my speaking breast; 
Who plead for love, and look for recom¬ 
pense, 11 

More than that tongue that more hath more 
express’d. 

O, learn to read what silent love hath 
writ ’. 

To hear with eyes belongs to love’s fine 
wit. 

24 

Mine eye hath play’d the painter and hath 
stell’d 

Thy beauty’s form in table of my heart; 
My body is the frame wherein ’tis held. 
And perspective it is best painter’s art. 

For through the painter must you see his 
skill 5 

To find where your true image pictur'd lies, 
Which in my bosom’s shop is hanging still. 
That hath his windows glazed with thine 
eyes. 

Now see what good turns eyes for eyes have 
done: 

Mine eyes have drawn thy shape, and thine 
for me 10 

Are windows to my breast, where through 
the sun 

Delights to peep, to gaze therein on thee; 

Yet eyes this cunning want to grace their 
art: 

They draw but what they see, Icnow not 
the heart. 

25 

Let those who are in favour with their stars 
Of public honour and proud titles boast, 
Whilst I, whom fortune of such triumph 
bars, 

Unlook’d for joy in that 1 honour most. 
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Great princes’ favourites their fair leaves 
spread 5 

But as the marigold at the sun’s eye; 

And in themselves their pride lies buried. 
For at a frown they in their glory die. 

The painful warrior famoused for fight, 
After a thousand victories once foil’d, 10 
Is from the book of honour razed quite. 
And all the rest forgot for which he toil’d. 
Then happy 1 , that love and am beloved 
Where 1 may not remove nor be removed. 

26 

Lord of my love, to whom in vassalage 
Thy merit hath my duty strongly knit, 

To thee 1 send this written embassage. 

To witness duty, not to show my wit; 
Duty so great, which w it so poor as mine 5 
May make seem bare, in wanting words to 
show it, 

But that I hope some good conceit of tliine 
In thy soul's thought, all naked, will bestow 
it; 

Till whatsoever star that guides my moving 
Points on me graciously with fair aspect, 
And puts apparel on my tattered loving 
To show me worthy of thy sweet respect. 
Then may I dare to boast how I do 
love thee; 

Till then not show’ my head where thou 
mayst prove me. 

27 

Weary with toil, I haste me to my bed. 
The dear repose for limbs with travel tired ; 
But then begins a journey in my head 
To work my mind when body’s work’s 
expired; 

For then my thoughts, from far where I 
abide, 5 

Intend a zealous pilgrimage to thee, 

And keep my drooping eyelids open wide. 
Looking on darkness which the blind do see; 
Save that my soul’s imaginary sight 
Presents thy shadow to my sightless view, 
Which, like a jewel hung in ghastly night. 
Makes black night beauteous and her old 
face new. 

Lo, thus, by day my limbs, by night my 
mind, 

For thee, and for myself, no quiet find. 

28 

How can I then return in happy plight 
That am debarr'd the benefit of rest ? 
When day’s oppression is not cas’d by 
night, 

But day by night and night by day 
oppress’d ? 4 

And each, though enemies to cither’s reign. 
Do in consent shake hands to torture me, 
The one by toil, the other to complain 
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How far I toll, still farther off from thee. 

1 tell the day, to please him, thou art bright 
And dost him grace when clouds do blot 
the heaven: 

So flatter I the swart-complexion*d night. 
When sparkling stars twire not, thou gild'st 
the even. 

But day doth daily draw my sorrows 
longer. 

And night doth nightly make grief's 
strength seem stronger. 

29 

When in disgrace with Fortune and men's 
eyes, 

I all alone beweep my outcast state, 

And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless 
cries, 

And look upon myself, and curse my fate, 
Wishing me like to one more rich in ho^, 5 
Featur’d like him, like him with friends 
possess'd. 

Desiring this man's art, and that man's 
scope. 

With what I most enjoy contented least; 
Yet in these thoughts myself almost despis¬ 
ing, 9 

Haply I think on thee, and then my state, 
Like to the lark at break of day arising 
From sullen earth, sings hymns at heaven's 
gate; 

For thy sweet love rememb'red such 
wealth brings 

That then I scorn to change my state 
with kings. 

30 

When to the sessions of sweet silent 
thought 

1 summon up remembrance of things past, 
1 sigh the lack of many a thing I sought. 
And with old woes new wail my dear time's 
waste. 

'Then can I drown an eye, unus'd to flow, 5 
For precious friends hid in death's dateless 
night. 

And weep afresh love's long since cancell'd 
woe, 

And moan th' expense of many a vanish'd 
sight. 

Then can 1 grieve at grievances foregone. 
And heavily from woe to woe tell o’er 10 
The sad account of fore-bemoaned moan. 
Which 1 new pay as if not paid before. 

But if the while 1 think on thee, dear 
friend, 

All losses are restor'd, and sorrows end, 

31 

Thy bosom is endeared with all hearts 1 
Which I by lacking have supposed dead ; i 
And there reigns love and all love's loving 
parts* i 


And all those friends which I thought 
buried. 

How many a holy and obsequious tear 5 
Hath dear religious love stol’n from mine 
eye, 

As interest of the dead, which now appear 
But things remov'd that hidden in thee 
lie! 

Thou art the grave where buried love doth 
live, 9 

Hung with the trophies of my lovers gone, 
Who all their parts of me to thee did give; 
That due of many now is thine alone. 
Their images 1 lov'd I view in thee. 

And thou, all they, hast all the all of me. 

32 

If thou survive my well-contented day 
When that churl Death my bones with dust 
shall cover, 

And shall by fortune once more re-survey 
These poor rude lines of thy deceased 
lover, 

Compare them with the bett'ring of the 
time, 5 

And though they be outstripp’d by every 
pen, 

Reserve them for my love, not for their 
rhy^me. 

Exceeded by the height of happier men. 

O, then vouchsafe me but this loving 
thought: 

‘ Had my friend's Muse grown with this 
growing age, 10 

A dearer birth than this liis love had 
brought, 

To march in ranks of better equipage ; 

But since he died, and poets better prove, 
Theirs for their style I'll read, his for his 
love 

33 

FuD many a glorious morning have I seen 
Flatter the mountain-tops with sovereign 
eye, 

Kissing with golden face the meadows 
green. 

Gilding pale streams with heavenly 
alchemy; 

Anon permit the basest clouds to ride 5 
With ugly rack on his celestial face, 

And from the forlorn world his visage hide, 
Stealing unseen to west with this disgrace. 
Even so my sun one early morn did shine 
With all triumphant splendour on my 
brow; 10 

But out, alack! he was but one hour 
mine, 

The region cloud hath mask'd him from me 
now. 

Yet him for this my love no whit dis- 
daineth; 

Suns of the world may stain when 
heaven's sun staineth* 


43 
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34 

Why didst thou promise such a beauteous 
day, 

And make me travel forth without my 
cloak. 

To let base clouds o'ertake me in my way. 
Hiding thy brav’ry in their rotten smoke ? 
*Tis not enough that through the cloud thou 
break 

To dry the rain on my storm-beaten face, 
hor no man well of such a salve can speak 
That heals the wound, and cures not the 
disgrace. 

Nor can thy shame give physic to my grief; 
Though thou repent, yet 1 have still the 
loss. lo 

Th' offender’s sorrow lends but weak relief 
To him that bears the strong offence’s cross- 
Ah ! but those tears are pearl which thy 
love sheds. 

And they are rich, and ransom all ill 
deeds. 

35 

No more be griev'd at that which thou hast 
done: 

Roses have thorns, and silver fountains 
mud; 

Clouds and eclipses stain both moon and 
sun. 

And loathsome canker lives in sweetest bud. 
All men make faults, and even 1 hi this, 5 
Authorizing thy trespass with compare. 
Myself corrupting, salving thy amiss. 
Excusing thy sins more than thy sins are ; 
For to thy sensual fault I bring in sense— 
Thy adverse party is thy advocate— jo 

And ’gainst myself a lawful plea commence; 
Such civil war is in my love and hate 
That I an accessary needs must be 
To that sweet thief which sourly robs 
from me. 

36 

Let me confess that we two must be twain. 
Although our undivided loves are one; 

So shall those blots that do with me remain. 
Without thy help, by me be borne alone. 

In our two loves there is but one respect, 5 
Though in our lives a separable spite. 
Which though it alter not love’s sole effect, 
Yet doth It steal sweet hours from love’s 
delight. 

I may not evermore acknowledge thee, 

Lest my bewailed guilt should do thee 
shame; 10 

Nor tliou with public kindness honour me. 
Unless thou take that honour from thy 
name. 

But do not so ; 1 love thee in such sort 
As, thou being mine, mine is thy good 
report. 

x3M 


37 

As a decrepit father takes delight 
To see his active child do deeds of youth, 
So I, made lame by Fortune’s dearest spite. 
Take all my comfort of thy worth and 
truth ; 

For whether beauty, birth, or wealth, or 
wit, s 

Or any of these all, or all, or more. 

Entitled in thy parts do crowned sit, 

I make my love engrafted to this store. 

So then 1 am not lame, poor, nor despis’d, 
Whilst that this shadow^ doth such sub¬ 
stance give 

That 1 in thy abundance am suffic’d, 

And by a part of all thy glory live. 

Look what is Iwst, that best 1 wish in 
thee; 

This wish 1 have ; then ten times happy 
me! 

38 

How can my Muse want subject to invent, 
While thou dost breathe that pour’st into 
my verse 

Thine own sweet argument, too excellent 
For every vulgar paper to rehearse ? 

O, give thyself the thanks if aught in me 5 
Worthy perusal stand against thy vSight; 
For who’s so dumb that cannot write to 
thee. 

When thou thy self dost give invention 
light ? 

Be thou the tenth Muse, ten times more in 
worth 

Than those old nine which rhymers in- 
vocate; 10 

And he that calls on thee, let him bring 
forth 

Eternal numl)ers to outlive long date. 

If my slight Muse do please these curious 
days, 

The pain be mine, but thine shall be the 
praise. 

39 

O, how thy w'orth with manners may I sing, 
When thou art all the better part of me"? 
What can mine own praise to mine own self 
bring ? 

And what is’t but mine own, when I praise 
thee ? 

Even for this let us divided live, 5 

And our dear love lose name of single one. 
That by this separation 1 may give 
That due to thee which thou deserv'st 
alone. 

O absence, what a torment wouldst thou 
prove, 

Were it not thy sour leisure gave sweet 
leave i<> 

To entertain the time with thoughts of love; 



SONNETS 


Which time and thoughts so sweetly doth 
deceive. 

And that thou teachest how to make one 
twain. 

By praising him here who doth hence 
remain! 

40 

'l ake all my loves, my love, yea, take them 
all; 

What hast thou then more than thou hadst 
before ? 

No love, my love, that thou mayst true love 
call; 

All mine was thine before thou hadst this 
more. 4 

Then if for my love thou my love reccivest, 
1 cannot blame thee, for my love thou usest; 
But yet be blam’d, if thou thyself deceivest 
By wilful taste of what thyself refusest. 

1 do forgive thy ^obb’r>^ gentle thief, o 
Although thou steal thee all my poverty; 
And yet love knows it is a greater grief 
To bear love’s wrong than hate’s known 
injury. 

Lasch'ious grace, in whom all ill well 
shows, 

Kill me with spites ; yet we must not be 
foes. 

41 

Those pretty wrongs that liberty commits 
When I am sometime absent from thy 
heart, 

Thy beauty and thy years full well befits. 
For still temptation follows where thou art. 
Gentle thou art, and therefore to be won. 
Beauteous thou art, therefore to be assailed; 
And when a woman woos, what woman’s 
son 7 

Will sourly leave her till she have prevailed ? 
Ay me I but yet thou mightst my seat 
forbear, 

And chide thy beauty and thy straying 
youth, lo 

Who lead thee in their riot even there 
Where thou art forc’d to break a twofold 
truth: 

Hers, by thy beauty tempting her to thee, 

Thine, by thy beauty being false to me. 

42 

That thou hast her, it is not all my grief, 
And yet it may be said 1 lov’d her dearly ; 
That she hath thee is of my wailing chief, 
A loss in love that touches me more nearly. 
Loving offenders, thus 1 will excuse ye; 5 
Thou dost love her because thou know’st I 
love her, 

And for my sake even so doth she abuse me, 
Suffering my friend for my sake to approve 
her. 


If 1 lose thee, my loss is my love's gain, 

And, losing her, my friend hath found that 
loss; JO 

Both find each other, and I lose both twain. 

And both for my sake lay on me this 
cross. 

But here’s the joy : my friend and I are 
one; 

Sweet flattery I then she loves but me 
alone. 

43 

When most I wink, then do mine eyes best 
see, 

For all the day they view things un- 
respccted; 

But when I sleep, in dreams they look on 
thee, 

And, darkly bright, are bright in dark 
directed; 

Then thou whose shadow shadows doth 
make bright, 5 

How would thy shadow’s form form happy 
show 

To the clear day with thy much clearer 
light, 

W’hen to unseeing eyes thy shade shines so I 

How would, 1 say, mine eyes be blessed 
made 

By looking on thee in tlie living day, 10 

When in dead night thy fair imperfect 
shade 

Through heavy sleep on sightless eyes doth 
stay I 

All days are nights to see till I see 
thee, 

And nights bright days when dreams do 
show thee me. 


44 

If the dull substance of my flesh were 
thought, 

Injurious distance should not stop my way ; 

For then, despite of space, I would be 
brought 

From limits far remote, where thou dost 
stay. 

No matter then, although my foot did 
stand 5 

Upon the farthest earth remov’d from thee. 

For nimble thought can jump both sea and 
land 

As soon as think the place where he would 
be. 

But ah! thought kills me that I am not 
thought. 

To leap large lengths of miles when thou 
art gone, 10 

But that, so much of earth and water 
wrought, 

I must attend time’s leisure with my moan. 
Receiving nought by elements so slow 
But heavy tears, badges of cither’s w^oc. 
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45 

The other two, slight air and purging fire. 
Are both with thee, wherever 1 abide ; 

The first my thought, the other my desire. 
These present-absent with swift motion 
slide. 4 

For when these quicker elements are gone 
In tender embassy of love to thee. 

My life, being made of four, with two alone 
Sinks down to death, oppress’d with 
melancholy ,* 

Until life’s composition be recured 
By those swift messengers return’d from 
thee, lo 

Who even but now come back again, 
assured 

Of thy fair health, recounting it to me. 

This told, 1 joy ; but then no longer glad, 

1 send them back again, and straight 
grow sad. 

46 

Mine eye and heart are at a mortal war 
How to divide the conquest of thy sight; 
Mine eye my heart thy picture’s sight 
would bar. 

My heart mine eye the freedom of that 
right. 

My heart doth plead that thou in him dost 
lie, 5 

A closet never pierc’d with crystal eyes *, 
But the defendant doth that plea deny. 
And says in him thy fair appearance lies. 
To ’cide this title is impanelled 
A quest of thoughts, all tenants to the 
heart; 

And by their verdict is determined 
The clear eye’s moiety and the dear heart’s 
part— 

As thus: mine eye's due is thine out¬ 
ward part, 

And my heart’s right thine inward love 
of heart. 

47 

Betwixt mine eye and heart a league is took, 
And each doth good turns now unto the 
other. 

When that mine eye is famish’d for a look. 
Or heart in love with sighs himself doth 
smother; 

With my love’s picture then my eye doth 
feast, 5 

And to the painted banquet bids my heart; 
Another time mine eye is my heart's guest. 
And in his thoughts of love doth share a 
part; 

So, either by thy picture or my love. 
Thyself away art present still with me; i o 

For thou not farther than my thoughts 
canst move. 

And I am still with them, and they with 
thee; ^ 


Or if they sleep, thy picture in my sight 
Awakes my heart to heart's and eye’s 
delight, 

48 

How carefiil was I when I took my way, 
Each trille under truest bars to thrust. 
That to my use it might unused stay 
From hands of falsehood, in sure wards of 
trust! 

But thou, to whom my jewels trifles are, 5 
Most worthy comfort, now my greatest 
grief, 

Thou, best of dearest, and mine only care. 
Art left the prey of every vulgar thief. 
Thee have I not lock'd up in any chest, 
Save where thou art not, though I feci thou 
art, 10 

Within the gentle closure of my breast, 
From whence at pleasure thou mayst come 
and part; 

And even thence thou wilt be stol'n, I 
fear, 

For truth proves thievish for a prize so 
dear. 

49 

Against that time, if ever that time come. 
When I shall see thee frown on rny defects, 
When as thy love hath cast his utmost sum, 
Call’d to that audit by advis'd respects; 
Against that time when thou shalt strangely 
pass 5 

And scarcely greet me with that sun, thine 
eye, 

When love, converted from the thing it was, 
Shall reasons find of settled gravity— 
Against that time do 1 ensconce me here 
Within the knowledge of mine own desert, 
And this my hand against myself uprear, 1 x 
To guard the lawful reasons on thy part: 
To leave poor me thou hast the strength 
of laws, 

Since why to love I can allege no cause. 

50 

How heavy do I journey on the way, 
When what 1 seek—^my weary travel's 
end— 

Doth teach that ease and that repose to say 
* Thus far the miles are measur’d from thy 
friend! ’ 4 

The beast that bears me, tired with my woe, 
Plods dully on, to bear that weight in me, 
As if by some instinct the wretch did know 
His rider lov’d not speed being made from 
thee. 

The bloody spur cannot provoke him on 9 
That sometimes anger thrusts into his hide. 
Which heavily he an.swers with a groan, 
More sharp to me than spurring to his side ; 
For that same groan doth put this in my 
mind: 

My grief lies onward, and my joy behind. 
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51 

Thus can my love excuse the slow offence 
Of my dull bearer* when from thee 1 speed: 
From where thou art why should X haste me 
thence ? 

Till I return, of posting is no need. 

O, what excuse will my poor beast then 
find. 

When swift extremity can seem but slow ? 
Then should 1 spur, though mounted on the 
wind ; 

In winged speed no motion shall I know. 
Then can no horse with my desire keep 
pace; 

Therefore desire, of perfect*st love being 
made, n 

Shall weigh no dull flesh in his fiery race; 
But love, for love, thus shall excuse my 
jade: 

Since from thee going he went wilful 
slow, 

Towards thee FU run, and give him leave 
to go. 

52 

So am 1 as the rich whose blessed key 
Can bring him to his sweet up-locked 
treasure, 

The which he will not cv'ry hour survey, 
For blunting the fine point of seldom 
pleasure. a 

Therefore are feasts so so cmn and so rare. 
Since seldom coming, in the long year set, 
Like stones of worth they thinly placed are, 
Or captain jewels in the carcanct. 

So is the time that keeps you as my chest. 
Or as the wardrobe which the robe doth 
hide, lo 

To make some special instant special blest 
By new unlolding his imprison’d pride. 

Blessed are you, whose worthiness gives 
scope, 

Being had, to triumph, being lack’d, to 
hope, 

53 

What is your substance, whereof are you 
made. 

That millions of strange shadows on you 
tend ? 

Since every one hath, every one, one 
shade. 

And you, but one, can every shadow lend. 
Describe Adonis, and the countericit f. 
Is poorly imitated after you; 

On Helen's cheek all art of beauty set. 
And you in Grecian tires are painted new. 
Speak of the spring and foison of the year: 
The one doth shadow of your beauty show. 
The other as your bounty doth appear, j t 
And you in every blessed shape we know. 

In all external grace you have some part, 

But you like none, none you, for constant 
heart. 


54 

O, how much more doth beauty beauteous 
seem 

By that sweet ornament which truth doth 
give I 

The rose looks fair, but fairer we it deem 
For that sweet odour which doth in it 
live. 

The canker-blooms have full as deep a dye 
As the perfumed tincture of the roses, & 
Hang on such thorns, and play as wantonly 
When summer’s breath their masked buds 
discloses; 

But for their virtue only is their show, 9 
They lived unwoo'd, and unrcspccted fade ; 
Die to themselves. Sweet roses do not so: 
Of their sweet deaths are sweetest odours 
made. 

And so of you, beauteous and lovely 
youth. 

When that shall vade, by verse distills 
your truth. 

55 

Not marble nor the gilded monuments 
Of princes shall outlive this pow’rful 
rhyme; 

But you sliali shine more bright in these 
contents 

Than unswept stone, besmear'd with 
sluttish time. 4 

When wasteful war shal* statues overturn, 
And broils root out the work of masonry, 
Nor Mars his sword nor war's quick fire 
shall burn 

The living record of your memory. 

'Gainst death and all-oblivious enmity 
Shall you pace fortli; your praise shall still 
find room, 20 

Even in the eyes of all posterity 
That wear this world out to the ending 
doom. 

So, till the judgment that yourself arise. 

You live in tliis, and dwell in lovers’ eyes. 

56 

Sweet love, renew thy force; be it not 
said 

Thy edge should blunter be than appetite, 
Which but to-day by feeding is allay’d, 
To-morrow sharp'ned in his former might. 
So, love, be thou ; although to-day thou 
fill 5 

TTiy hungry eyes, even till they wink with 
fulness, 

To-morrow see again, and do not kill 
The spirit of love with a perpetual dulness. 
Let this sad inf rim like the ocean be 
Which parts the shore where two con¬ 
tracted new 20 

Come daily to the banks, that, when they 
sec 
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Return of love, more blest may be the view; 
Or call it winter, which, being full of care, 
Makes summer’s welcome thrice more 
wish’d, more rare. 

57 

Being your slave, what should I do but 
tend 

Upon the hours and times of your desire ? 
1 have no precious time at all to spend. 
Nor vServices to do, till you require. 

Nor dare I chide the world-without-end 
hour, 

Whilst I, my sovereign, watch the clock for 
you, 

Nor think the bitterness of absence sour. 
When you have bid your servant once 
adieu; 

Nor dare I question with my jealous 
thought f 

Where you may be, or your affairs suppose. 
But, like a sad slave, stay and think of 
nought 

Save where you are how happy you make 
those. 

So true a fool is love that in your will. 
Though you do anything, he thinks no ill. 

58 

That god forbid that made me first your 
slave 

I should in thought control your times of 
pleasure. 

Or at your hand th* account of hours to 
crave, 

Being your vassal bound to stay your 
leisure! 

O, let me suffer, being at your beck, < 

Th* imprison’d absence of your liberty, 
And patience, tame to siuTcrance, bide each 
check 

Without accusing you of injury 
Be where you list; your charter is so 
strong 9 

That you yourself may privilege your time 
To what you will; to you it doth belong 
Your seif to pardon of self-doing crime. 

I am to wait, though w^aiting so be hell; 
Not blame your pleasure, be it ill or well. 

59 

If there be nothing new, but that which is 
Hath been before, how are our brains 
beguil'd, 

Which labouring for invention bear amiss 
The second burthen of a former child 1 4 

O, that record could with a backward look. 
Even of five hundred courses of the sun, 
Show me your image in some antique book, 
Since mind at first in character was done! 
That 1 might see what the old world could 
say 9 


To this composed wonder of your frame; 
Whether we are mended, or whe’er better 
they. 

Or whether revolution be the same. 

O, sure I am, the wits of former days 

To subjects worse have given admiring 
praise. 

60 

Like as the waves make towards the 
pebbled shore, 

So do our minutes hasten to their end ; 
Each changing place with that which goes 
before. 

In sequent toil all forwards do contend. 
Nativity, once in the main of light. 

Crawls to maturity, wherewith being 
crown’d. 

Crooked eclipses ’gainst his glory fight, 
And Time tliat gave doth now his gift con¬ 
found. 

Time doth transfix the flourish set on 
youth, 9 

And delves the parallels in beauty’s brow, 
Feeds on the rarities of nature’s truth. 

And nothing stands but for his scythe to 
mow. 

And yet to times in hope my verse shall 
stand. 

Praising thy worth, despite his cruel 
hand. 

61 

Is it thy will thy image should keep open 
My heavy eyelids to the weary night ? 
Dost thou desire my slumbers should be 
broken. 

While shadows like to thee do mock my 
sight ? 4 

Is it thy spirit that thou send'st from thee 
So far from home into my deeds to pry, 

To find out shames and idle hours in me, 
The scope and tenour of tliy jealousy ? 

O no I thy love, though much, is not so 
great: 

It is my love that keeps mine eye awake; 
Mine own true love that doth my rest defeat 
To play the watchman ever for thy sake. 

For thee watch I, whilst thou dost wake 
elsewhere, 

From me far off, with others all too near 

62 

Sin of self-love possesseth all mine eye, 

And all my soul, and all my every part; 
And for this sin there is no remedy. 

It is so grounded inward in my heart. 
Methinks no face so gracious is as mine, 5 
No shape so true, no truth of such account, 
And for myself mine own worth do define 
As I all other in all worths surmount. 

But when my glass shows me myself indeed, 
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Bratcd and chopt with tann’d antiquity, lo 
Mine own self-love quite contrary 1 read; 
Self so self-loving were iniquity. 

'Tis thee, my self, that for myself I praise, 

Painting rny age with beauty of thy days. 

63 

Against my love shall be as I am now, 
With Time’s injurious hand crush’d and 
o’erworn ; 

When hours have drain’d his blood, and 
fill'd his brow 

With lines and wrinkles ; when his youthful 
morn 

Hath traveil’d on to age’s sleepy night; 
And all those beauties whereof now he’s 
king 

Are vanishing or vanish’d out of sight. 
Stealing away the treasure of his spring 
For such a time do I now fortify 
Against confounding age’s cruel knife. 
That he shall never cut from memory 
My sweet love’s beauty, though my lover’s 
life. 

His beauty shall in these black lines be 
seen, 

And they shall live, and he in them still 
green. 

64 

When I have seen by Time’s fell hand 
defaced 

The rich proud cOsSt of outworn buried age ; 
When sometime lofty towers 1 see down- 
rased, 

And brass eternal slave to mortal rage; 
When I have seen the hungry ocean gain :< 
Advantage on the kingdom of the shore. 
And the firm soil win of the wat’ry main, 
Increasing store with loss, and loss with 
store; 

When I have seen such interchange of state, 
Or state itself confounded to decay ; lo 
Ruin hath taught me thus to ruminate— 
That Time will come and take my love 
away. 

This thought is as a death, which cannot 
choose 

But weep to have that which it fears to 
lose. 

65 

Since brass, nor stone, nor earth, nor 
boundless sea, 

But sad mortality o’ersways their power. 
How with this rage shall beauty hold a plea, 
Whose action is no stronger than a flower ? 
O, how shall summer’s honey breath hold 
out 5 

Against the wrackful siege of batt’ring days. 
When rocks impregnable are not so stout. 
Nor gates of steel so strong, but Time 
decays ? 


O fearful meditation ! Where, alack, 

Shall Time’s best jewel from Time’s chest 
lie hid ? 

Or what strong hand can hold his swift foot 
back ? 

Or who his spoil of beauty can forbid ? 

O, none, unless this miracle have might. 
That in black ink my love may still shine 
bright. 

66 

Tir’d with all these, for restful death I cry : 
As, to behold desert a beggar born. 

And needy nothing trimm’d in jollity. 

And purest faith unhappily forsworn. 

And gilded honour shamefully misplac'd, 5 
And maiden virtue rudely stnimpetcd, 
And light perfection wrongfully disgrac’d. 
And strength by limping sv/ay disabled. 
And art made tongue-tied by authority. 
And folly, doctor-likc, controlling skill, lo 
And simple truth miscall’d simplicity, 

And captive good attending captain ill— 
Tir'd with all these, from these would I 
be gone, 

Save that, to die, 1 leave my love alone. 

67 

Ah ! wherefore with infection should he live 
And with his presence grace impiety, 

That sin by him advantage should achieve, 
And lace itself with his society ? 

Why should false painting imitate his 
check, 5 

And steal dead seeming of his living hue ? 
Why should poor beauty indirectly seek 
Roses of shadow, since his rose is true ? 
Why should he live now Nature bankrupt is, 
Beggar’d of blood to blush through lively 
veins ? lo 

For she hath no exchequer now but his. 
And, proud of many, lives upon his gains. 
O, him she stores, to show what wejilth 
she had 

In days long since, before these last so 
bad. 

68 

Thus is his cheek the map of days outworn. 
When beauty liv’d and died as flowers do 
now. 

Before these bastard signs of fair were born. 
Or durst inhabit on a living brow ; 

Before the golden tresses of the dead, 5 
The right of sepulchres, were shorn away 
To live a second life on second head, 

Ere beauty’s dead fleece made another gay. 
In him those holy antique hours are seen. 
Without all ornament, itself and true, 10 
Making no summer of another’s green. 
Robbing no old to dress his beauty new ; 
And him as for a map doth Nature store, 
To show false Art what beauty was of 
yore. 
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69 

Those parts of thee that the world's eye 
doth view 

Want nothing that the thought of hearts 
can mend. 

All tongues, the voice of souls, give thee 
that due, 

Utt'ring bare truth, even so as foes com¬ 
mend. 

Thine outward thus with outward praise is 
crown’d ; 

But those same tongues that give thee so 
thine own 

In other accents do this praise confound 
By seeing farther than the eye hath shown. 
They look into the beauty of thy mind. 
And that, in guess, they measure by thy 
deeds; to 

Then, churls, their thoughts, although their 
eyes were kind. 

To thy fair flower add the rank smell of 
weeds. 

But why thy odour matcheth not thy 
show', 

Tlie soil is this—that thou dost common 
grow. 

70 

'Ihat thou art blam’d sliall not be thy 
defect, 

For slander's mark was ever yet the fair ; 
The ornament of beauty is suspect, 3 
A crow that flies in heaven’s sweetest air. 
So thou be good, slander doth but approve 
Thy worth the greater, being woo’d of time; 
For canker vice the sweetest buds dot'a love, 
And thou present’st a pure unstained prime. 
Ihou hast pass'd by the ambush of young 
days, 

Either not assail’d, or victor l>eing charg’d ; 
Yet this thy praise cannot be so thy praise 
To tie up envy, evermore enlarg'd. 

If some suspect of ill mask’d not thy 
show, 

Then thou alone kingdoms of hearts 
shouldst owe. 


71 

No longer mourn for me when I am dead 
Than you shall hear the surly sullen bell 
Give warning to the world that 1 am fled 
From this vile world, with vilest worms to 
dwell. 

Nay, if you read this line, remember not 5 
The hand that writ it; for I love you so, 
That I in your sweet thoughts would be 
forgot. 

If thinking on me then should make you 
woe. 

O, if, I say, you look upon this verse, 9 
When I perhaps compounded am with clay, 
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse^ 

13*0 


But let your love even with my life decay; 

Lest the wise world should look into your 
moan. 

And mock you with me after 1 am gone. 

72 

O, lest the world should task you to recite 
What merit liv'd in me, that you should 
love 

After my death, dear love, forget me quite, 
For you in me can mithing worthy prove; 
Unless you would devise some virtuous lie. 
To do more for me than mine own desert, 
And hang more praise upon deceased I 7 
Than niggard truth would willingly impart. 
O, lest your true love may seem false in 
this, 

That you for love speak well of me untrue, 
My name be buried where my body is, 11 
And live no more to shame nor me nor you ! 

For I am sham’d by tliat wliich 1 bring 
forth, 

And so should you, to love things notliing 
worth. 

73 

Tliat time of year thou mayst in me behold 
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do 
hang 

Upon those boughs which shake against the 
cold. 

Bare ruin’d choirs where late the sweet 
birds sang. 

In me thou seest the twilight of such day 5 
As after sunset fadeth in the west, 

Which by and by black night doth take 
away. 

Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest. 
In me thou seest the glowing of such fire 
That on the ashes of his youth doth lie, 10 
As the death-bed whereon it must expire. 
Consum’d with that which it was nourish'd 
by. 

This thou perceiv’st which makes thy 
love more strong. 

To love that well which thou must leave 
ere long. 

74 

But be contented. When that fell arrest 
Without all bail shall carry me away, 

My life hath in this line some interest. 
Which for memorial still with thee shall 
stay. 

When thou reviewest this, thou dost review 
The very part was consecrate to thee. 6 
The earth can have but earth, which is his 
due; 

My spirit is thine, the better part of me. 

So then thou hast but lost the dregs of life, 
The prey of worms, my body being dead; 
The coward conquest of a wretch's knife, 
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Too base of thee to be remembered. is 
The worth of that is that which it 
contains, 

And that ir. this, and this with thee 
remains. 

75 

So are you to my thoughts as food to life, 
Or as sweet-season’d showers arc to the 
ground ; 

And for the peace of you I hold such strife 
As *twixt a miser and his wealth is found 
Now proud as an cnfoyer, and anon 
Doubting the filching age will steal liis 
treasure; 

Now counting best to be with you alone 
Then better'd that the world may see my 
pleasure; 

Sometime all full with feasting on your 
sight. 

And by and by clean starved for a look; jc 
P ossess ng or pursuing no delight 
Save what is had or must Irom you be took. 
Thus do I pine and surlcit day by day, 
Or giuttoning on all, or all away. 

76 

Why is my verse so barren of new pride ? 
So far from variation or quick change ? 
Why, with .he time, do 1 not glance aside 
To new-lound methods and to compounds 
strange ? 

Why write 1 still all one, ever the same, : 
And keep invention in a noted weed, 

That every word doth almost tell my name, 
Showing their birth, and where they did 
proceed ? 

O, know, sweet love, 1 always write of 
you. 

And you and love are still my argum nt; lo 
So all my best ir. dressing old words new. 
Spending again what is already spent; 

For as the sun is daily new and old. 

So is my iove still telling what is told. 

77 

Thy glass will show thee how thy beauties 
wear. 

Thy dial how thy precious minutes waste ; 
The vacant leaves thy mmd’s imprint will 
bear. 

And of this book this learning mayst thou 
taste. 

The wrinkles which thy glass will truly 
show 5 

Of mouthed graves will give thee memory ; 
Thou by thy dia/s shady stealth mayst 
know 

Time's thievish progress to eternity. 

Look what thy memory cannot contain 
Commit to these waste bianlts, and thou 
Shalt itnd xo 


Those children nurs’d, deliver'd from thy 
brain. 

To take a new acquaintance of thy mind. 
These offices, so oft as thou wilt look, 
Shad profit thee, and much enrich thy 
book. 

78 

So oft have I invok'd thee for my Muse, 
And found such fair assistance in my verse, 
As every aLcn pen hath got my use, 

And under thee their poesy disperse. 

Ihinc eyes, that taught the dumb on high 
to sing 5 

And heavy ignorance aloft to fly, 

Have added leathers to the icarned’s wing 
And given grace a double majesty. 

Yet be mes‘ proud of that which I compile, 
Whose influence is th ne, and born of thee: 
In others' works thou dost but mend the 
style. ;r 

And arts with thy sweet graces graced be : 
But thou art all my art, and dost advance 
As high as iearninj my rude ignorance. 

79 

Whilst T alone did call upon thy aid. 

My verse aion: had all thy gentle grace; 
But now mv gracious numbers are decay’d, 
.And my sick Muse doth give another place. 
1 grant, sweet love, thy lovely argument 3 
Deserves the travail of a worthier pen; 
Yet what of thee thy poet doth invent 
He robs thee of, and pays it thee again. « 
He lends thee virtue, and he stole that word 
From thy behaviour ; beauty doth he give. 
And found it in thy check ; he can afford 
No praise to th.'C but what in thee doth live. 
Then thank him not for that which he 
doth say. 

Since what he owes thee thou thysed dost 
pay. 

' 80 

O, how I faint w^hen I of you do write. 
Knowing a better spirit doth use your name 
And in the praise thereof spends all his 
might 

To make nie tongue-tied, speaking of your 
fame! t 

But since your worth, w’de as the ocean is, 
The humble as the proudest sail doth bear. 
My saucy bark, inferior far to his. 

On your broad main doth wilfully app<iar. 
Your shai.owest he p will hold me up afloat. 
Whilst he upon your .soundless deep doth 
ride; 10 

Or, being wreck'd, I am a worthless boat, 
He of taU building and of goodly pride. 
Then if he thrive, and I be cast away. 
The worst was this; my love was my 
decay. 
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81 

Or I shall live your epitaph to make* 

Or you survive wlien I in earth am rotten 
From hence your memory death cannoi 
take. 

Although in me each part will be forgotten 
Your name from hence immortal life shal 
have, 

I'hough I, once gone, to all the world must 
die; 

The earth can yield me but a commor 
grave. 

When you entombed in men's eyes shall lie 
Your monument shall be ray gentle verse 
Which eyes not yet created shall o’er-read : 
And tongues to be your being shall rehearse, 
W hen ail the breathers of this world are 
dead. 

You still shall live, such virtue hath my 
pen. 

Where breath most breathes, even in the 
mouths of men. 


82 - 

I grant thou wert not married to my Muse, 
And therefore mayst without attaint o'er- 
look 

I'he dedicated words which writers use 
Of their fair subject, blessing every hook. 
Thou art as fair in knowledge as in hue, s 
Finding thy worth a limit past my praise 
And therefore art enforc'd to seek anew 
Some fresher stamp of the time-bettering 
days. 

And do so, love; yet when they have 
devis’d 

What strained touches rhetoric can lend, lo 
Ihou truly fair wert truly sympathiz'd 
In true plain words by thy true-telling 
friend; 

And their gross painting might be better 
us'd 

Where cheeks need blood; in thee it is 
abus’d. 

83 

I never saw that you did painting need. 
And therefore to your fair no painting set; 
1 found, or thought 1 found, you did exceed 
The barren tender of a poet’s debt; 

And therefore have I slept in your report, «i 
That you your self, being extant, well 
might show 

How far a modern quill doth come too 
short. 

Speaking of worth, what worth in you doth 
grow. 

This silence for my sin you did impute, 
W'hich shall be most my glory, being dumb; 
For I impair not beauty, being mute, n 
When others would give life, and bring a 
tomb. 
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There lives more life in one of your fair 
eyes 

Than both your poets can in praise 
devise. 

84 

Who is it that says most which can say 
more 

Than this rich praise—that you alone are 
you ? 

In whose confine immured is the store 
Which should example where your equal 
grew ? 

Lean penury within that pen doth dwell 5 
That to his subject lends not some small 
glory ; 

But he that writes of yon, if he can tell 
That you are you. so dignifies his story. 
Let him but copy what in you is writ, 

Not making worse what nature made so 
clear, u> 

And such a counterpart shall fame his wit, 
Making his style admired every where. 

You to your beauteous blessings add a 
curse. 

Being fond on praise, which makes your 
praises worse. 

85 

My tongue-tied Muse in manners holds her 

sStill, 

While comments of your praise, richly 
compil’d, 

Reserve their character with golden quill 
And precious phrase by all the Muses fil'd. 

I think good thoughts, whilst other write 
good words, 5 

And, like unlettered clerk, still cry ‘ Amen ’ 
To ever/ hymn that ab’e spirit affords 
In polish'd form of weli-rcfined pen. 
Hearing you prais’d, I say ‘ 'Tis so, 'tis 
true *, 

And to the most of praise add something 
more; 10 

But that is in my thought, whose love to 
you. 

Though words come hindmost, holds his 
rank before. 

Then others for the breath of words 
respect. 

Me for my dumb thoughts, speaking in 
effect. 

86 

Was it the proud full sail of his great verse, 
Bound for the prize of all-too-precious you, 
That did my ripe thoughts in my brain 
inhearse, 

Making their tomb the womb wherein they 
grew ? 

Was it his spirit, by spirits taught to write 5 
Above a mortal pitch, that struck me dead ? 
No, neither he, nor his compeers by night 
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Giving him aid, my ver: e astonished. 

He nor that affable tamiliar ghost 
Which nightly gulls him with intelligence. 
As victors, ot my silence cannot boast: ii 
1 was not sick ol any tear irom thence. 

But when your countenance fiird up his 
line, 

Then lack'd 1 matter; that enfeebled 
mine. 

87 

Farewell! thou art too dear for my 

possessing, 

And like enough thou knowM thy estimate. 
The charter of thy worth gives thee re¬ 
leasing ; 

My bonds m thee are all determinate. 4 
For how do 1 hold thee but by thy granting? 
And ior that riches waeie is my deserving ! 
'file cause oi this lair gift in me is w^anting. 
And so my patent back a^’am is swerving. 
'Iliy self thou gav st, thy ow'ii wovtli then 
not knowing, 

Or me, to whom thou gav’st it, else mis¬ 
taking ; K 

So thy grea: gift, upon misprision growing 
Comes home agaui, on better jiidgmtnr 
making. 

Thus have 1 had thee, as a dream doth 
flatter: 

In sleep a king, but waking no such 
matter. 

88 

When thou shall be dispos’d to set me light, 
And place my merit in the eye ol scorn. 
Upon thy side against myscll FI; fight, 

And prove thee viituous, though thou art 
forsworn. 

With mine own weakness being best 
acquainted, 

Upon thy part 1 can set down a story 
Of lauUs conceal’d, wherein 1 am attainted: 
That thou, in losing me, shall win much 
gloly^ 

And I by this will be a gainer too; 

For bending all my ovmg thoughts on 
thee, 1-5 

The injuries that to myself I do, 

Doing thee vantage, double vantage me. 

Such is my love, to thee 1 so belong. 

That lor thy right myself will bear all 
wrong. 

89 

Say that thou didst forsake me for some 
fault. 

And 1 will comment upon that offence; 
Speak ot my lameness, and 1 straight will 
halt; 

Against thy reasons making no defence. 
Thou canst not, love, disgrace me hah so 
ilh 51 


To set a form upon desired change, 

As I'll myself disgrace, knowing thy will. 

I will acquaintance strangle and look 
strange. 

Be absent from thy walks, and in my 
tongue 

Thy sweet beloved name no more shall 
dwell, 10 

Lest I, too much profane, should do it 
wrong, 

And haply of our old acquaintance tell. 

For thee, against myself I’M vow v’.cbate, 

For I must ne’er love him whom thou 
dost hate. 

90 

Then hate me when thou wilt; if ever, 
nov/; 

Now while the world is bent my deeds to 
cross. 

Join with the spite of fortune, make me 
bow, 

And do not drop in for an after-loss. 

Ah, do not, when my heart hath scap’d this 
sorrow, 

•v omc in the rearward of a conquer’d woe ; 
Give not a windy night a rainy morrow> 

To linger out a purpos'd overthrow. 

If thou wilt leave me, do not leave me 
last, 

When other petty griefs have done their 
spite, Ii* 

But in the onset come ; so shall 1 taste 
At first the very worst of lonunc’s might; 

And other strains ot woe, which now occm 
woe, 

Compar’d with loss of thee w'iil not 
seem so. 

91 

Some glory in their birth, some in their 
skill. 

Some in :heir wealth, some in their body’s 
force; 

Some in theT garments, though new¬ 
fangled ill; 

Some in their hawks and hounds, some in 
their hor.>e ; 

And every humour hath his adjunct 
pleasure, 5 

Wherein it finds a joy above the rest; 

Bik these particulars arc not my measure: 
Ail these I better in one genera, best. 

Thy lOvc is better than high birth to me, 
Richer than wealth, prouder than garments’ 
cost, lo 

Of more delight than hawks and horses be ; 
And, having thee, of all men's pride I 
boast— 

Wretched in this alone, that thou mayst 
tal<c 

All this away, and me most wretched 
make. 
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92 

But do thy worst to steal thy self away, 
For term of life thou art assurea mine; 
And life no longer than thy love will stay 
For it depends upon that love of thine. 4 
Then need 1 not to fear the worst of wrongs 
When in the least of them my life hath end 
1 see a better state to me belongs 
Than that which on thy humour doth 
depend. 

Thou canst not vex me with inconstant 
mind. 

Since that my life on thy revolt doth lie. 

O what a happy title do I find. 

Happy to have thy love, happy to die! 

But what’s so blessed-fair that fears no 
blot? 

Thou mayst be false, and yet I know it 
not. 

93 

So shall I live, supposing thou art true. 
Like a deceived husband; so love’s face 
May still seem love to me, though alter’d 
new— 

Thy looks with me, thy heart in other 
place. 

For there can live no hatred in thine eye; 
Therefore in that I cannot know thy 
change. 

In many’s looks the false heart's history 
Is writ in moods and frowns and wrinkles 
strange; 

But heaven in tliy creation did decree 
That in thy face sweet love should ever 
dwell; 

Whate’er thy thoughts or thy heart’s work¬ 
ings be, 

Thy looks should nothing thence but 
sweetness tell. 

How like Eve’s apple doth thy beauty 
grow. 

If thy sweet virtue answer not thy show \ 

94 

They that have power to hurt and will do 
none, 

That do not do the thing they most do show, 
Who, moving others, are themselves as 
stone. 

Unmoved, cold, and to temptation slow— 
They rightly do inherit Heaven's graces, •> 
And husband nature’s riches from expense; 
They are the lords and owners of their faces. 
Others but stewards of their excellence. 
The summer’s flow'r is to the summer sweet 
Though to itself it only live and die ; jo 
B ut if that flow’r with base infection meet, 
The basest weed outbraves his dignity. 

For sweetest things turn sourest by their 
deeds; 

Lilies that fester smell far worse than 
weeds. 


95 

How sweet and lovely dost thou make the 
shame 

Which, like a canker in the fragrant rose. 
Doth spot the beauty of thy budding name I 
O, in what sweets dost thou thy sins 
enclose! 4 

That tongue that tells the story of thy days, 
Making lascivious comments on thy sport, 
Cannot dispraise but in a kind of praise ; 
Naming thy name blesses an ill report. 

O, what a mansion have those vices got 9 
Which for their habitation chose out thee. 
Where beauty’s veil doth cover every blot, 
And all things turns to fair that eyes can seel 
Take heed, dear heart, of this large 
privilege; 

The hardest knife Ul-us’d doth lose his 
edge. 

96 

Some say thy fault is youth, some wanton¬ 
ness ; 

Some say thy grace is youth and gentle 
sport; 

Both grace and faults are lov'd of more and 
less: 

Thou mak’st faults graces that to thee 
resort. 

As on the finger of a throned queen 5 
The basest jewel will Ik* well esteem’d ; 

So are those errors that in thee are seen 
To truths translated and for true things 
deem'd. 

How many lambs might the stern wolf 
betray, 9 

If like a lamb he could his looks translate I 
How many gazers mightst thou lead away. 
If thou won ids t use the strength of all thy 
state I 

But do not so ; I love thee in such sort, 
As, thou being mine, mine is thy good 
report. 

97 

How like a winter hath my absence been 
From thee, the pleasure of the fleeting year ! 
What freezings have 1 felt, what dark days 
seen! 

What old December’s bareness everywhere ! 
And yet this time remov’d was summer’s 
time, 5 

The teeming autumn, big with rich increase, 
Bearing the wanton burden of the prime. 
Like widowed wombs after their lord’s 
decease; 

Yet this abundant issue seem’d to me 9 
But hope of orphans, and unfathered fruit; 
For summer and his pleasures wait on thee, 
And, thou away, the very birds are mute; 
Or, if they sing, 'tis with so dull a cheer 
That leaves look pale, dreading the 
winter’s near. 
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98 

From you have 1 been absent in the spring, 
When proud-pied April, dress’d in all his 
trim, 

Hath put a spirit of youth in every thing, 
That heavy Saturn laugh’d and leap’d with 
him. 

Yet nor the lays of birds, nor the sweet 
smell 5 

Of different flowers in odour and in hue. 
Could make me any summer’s story tell, 
Or from their proud lap pluck them where 
they grew ; 

Nor did 1 wonder at the lily’s white, 9 
Nor praise the deep vermilion in the rose: 
I hey were but sweet, but figures of delight. 
Drawn after you, you pattern of all those. 
Yet seem’d it winter still, and, you away. 
As with your shadow 1 with these did 
play. 

99 

The forward violet thus did I chide: 

Sweet thief, whence didst thou steal thy 
sweet that smells, 

If not from my love’s breath ? The purple 
pride 

Which on thy soft cheek for complexion 
dwells 

In my love’s veins thou hast too grossly 
dy'd. 5 

The lily I condemned for thy hand, 

And buds of marjoram had stol’n thy hair ; 
The roses fearfully on thorns did stand, 
One blushing shame, another white despair; 
A third, nor red nor white, had stol’n of 
both, JO 

And to his lobb’ry had annex’d thy breath; 
But, for his theft, in pride of all his growth 
A vengeful canker eat him up to death. 
More flowers I noted, yet 1 none could see 
But sweet or colour it had stol’n from 
thee. 

100 

Where art thou. Muse, that thou forget’st 
so long 

To speak of that which gives thee all thy 
might ? 

Spend'st thou thy fury on some worthless 
song, 

Dark’ning thy power to lend base subjects 
light ? 

Return, forgetful Muse, and straight 
redeem s 

In gentle numbers time so idly spent; 

Sing to the ear that doth thy lays esteem 
And gives thy pen both skill and argument. 
Rise, resty Muse, my love’s sweet face 
survey. 

If Time have any wrinkle graven there ; 10 
If any, be a satire to decay, 


And make Time’s spoils despised every¬ 
where. 

Give my love fame faster than Time 
wastes life; 

So thou prevent’st his scythe and crooked 
knife. 

101 

O truant Muse, what shall be thy amends 

For thy neglect of truth in l>eauty dy'd ? 

Both truth and beauty on my love depends; 

So dost thou too, and therein dignified. 

Make answer, Muse. Wilt thou not haply 
say 5 

‘ Truth needs no colour with his colour 
fix’d ; 

Beauty no pencil, beauty’s truth to lay; 

But best is best, if never intermix’d ’ ? 

Because he needs no praise, wilt thou be 
dumb ? 

Excuse not silence so ; for’t lies in thee 10 

To make him much outlive a gilded tomb. 

And to be prais’d of ages yet to be. 

Then do thy office. Muse. I teach thee 
how 

To make him seem long hence as he 
shows now. 


102 

My love is strength’ned, though more weak 
in seeming; 

I love not less, though less the show appear; 
That love is merchandiz’d whose rich 
esteeming 

The owner’s tongue doth publish every 
where. 

Our love was new, and then but in the 
spring, 5 

When I was wont to greet it with my lays; 
As Philomel in summer’s front doth sing. 
And stops her pipe in growth of riper days. 
Not that the summer is less pleasant now 
Than when her mournful hymns did hush 
the night, 10 

But that wild music burthens every bough, 
And sweets grown common lose their dear 
delight. 

Therefore, like her, I sometime hold my 
tongue. 

Because I would not dull you with my 
song. 

103 

Alack, what poverty my Muse brings forth. 
That, having such a scope to show her 
pride, 

The argiuncnt all bare is of more worth 
Than when it hath my added praise beside! 
O, blame me not, if I no more can write J 5 
Look in your glass, and there appears a face 
That over-goes my blunt invention quite. 
Dulling my lines, and doing me disgrace. 
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Were it not sinful then, striving to mend. 
To mar the subject that before was well 
For to no other pass my verses tend i 
Than of your graces and your gifts to tell 

And more, much more, than in my verse 
can sit 

Your own glass shows you, when you 
look in it. 

104 

To me, fair friend, you never can be old. 
For as you were when first your eye 1 ey'd 
Such seems your beauty still. Three 
winters cold 

Ha\ e from the forests shook three summers 
pride, 

Three beauteous springs to yellow autumn 
turn’d 

In process of the seassons have I seen, 
Three April perfumes in three hot Junes 
buni’d, 

Since first I saw you fresh, which yet are 
green. 

Ah, yet doth beauty, like a dial-hand. 

Steal from his figure, and no pace per¬ 
ceiv’d ; 

So your sweet hue, which methinks still 
doth stand, 

Hath motion, and mine eye may be 
deceiv’d. 

For fear of which, hear this, thou age 
unbred: 

Ere you were born was beauty's summer 
dead. 

105 

Let not my love be call’d idolatr^% 

Nor my beloved as an idol show, 

Since all alike my songs and praises be 
To one, of one, still such, and ever so. 

Kind is my love to-day, to-morrow kind, ^ 
Still constant in a wondrous excellence; 
Therefore my verse, to constancy confin'd, 
One thing expressing, leaves out difference. 

* Fair, kind, and true ' is all my argument, 

* Fair, kind, and true ’ varying to other 

words; lo 

And in this change is my invention spent, 
Three themes in one, wliich wondrous scope 
affords. 

Fair, kind, and true, have often liv’d 
alone. 

Which three, till now, never kept seat 
in one, 

106 

When in the chronicle of wasted time 
I sec descriptions of the fairest wights, 

And beauty making beautiful old rhyme 
In praise of ladies dead and lovely knights. 
Then, in the blazon of sweet beauty’s best. 
Of hand, of foot, of lip, of eye, of brow, o 
I see their antique pen would have ex¬ 
press'd 

Even such a beauty as you master now , 
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So all their praises are but prophecies 
Of this our time, all you prefiguring ; 10 

And, for they look’d but with divining 
eyes. 

They had not skill enough your worth to 
sing; 

For we, which now behold these present 
days. 

Have eyes to wonder, but lack tongues 
to praise. 

107 

Not mine own fears, nor the prophetic soul 
Of the wide world dreaming on things to 
come, 

Can yet the lease of my true love control. 
Suppos’d as forfeit to a confin’d doom. 4 
The mortal moon hath her eclipse endur’d. 
And the sad augurs mock their own pres¬ 
age ; 

Incertaintics now crown themselves assur’d, 
And peace proclaims olives of endless age. 
Now with the drops of this most balmy 
time 

i\fy love looks fresh, and Death to me 
subscribes, 10 

Since jspite of him I’ll live in this poor 
rhyme, 

While he insults o’er dull and speechless 
tribes. 

And thou in this shalt find thy monu¬ 
ment, 

When tyrants’ crests and tombs of brass 
are spent. 

108 

What's in the brain that ink may character 
Which hath not figur’d to thee my true 
spirit ? 

What's new to speak, what new to register, 
That may express my love or thy dear 
merit ? 

Nothing, sweet boy ; but yet, like prayers 
divine, s 

I must each day say o'er the very same ; 
Counting no old thing old, thou mine, I 
thine. 

Even as when first I hallowed thy fair 
name. 

So that eternal love in love’s fresh case 
Weighs not the dust and injury of age, ro 
Nor gives to necessary wrinkles place. 

But makes antiquity for aye his page ; 

Finding the first conceit of love there 
bred. 

Where time and outward form would 
show it dead. 

109 

O, never say that I was false of heart, 
Though absence seem'd my flame to qualify I 
As easy might 1 from my self depart 
As from my soul, which in thy breast doth 
lie: 4 



SONNETS 


That is my home of love. If 1 have rang’d. 
Like him that travels, 1 return again. 

Just to the time, not with the time ex¬ 
chang’d. 

So that my self bring water for my stain. 
Never believe, though in my nature reign'd 
All frailties that besiege all kinds of blood, 
That it could so preposterously be stain’d 
To leave for nothing all thy sum of good 
For notliing this wide universe I call i 
Save thou, my rose ; in it thou art my all. 

110 

Alas, 'tis true 1 have gone here and there 
And made myself a motley to the view, 
Gor’d mine own thoughts, sold cheap what 
is most dear. 

Made old otiences of atfections new. 4 
Most true it is that 1 have look'd on truth. 
Askance and strangely ; but, by all above. 
These blenches gave my heart another 
youth, 

And worse essays prov’d thee my best oi 
love. 

Now all is done, have what shall have no 
end ; 

Mine appetite I never more will grind i" 
On newer proof, to try an older friend, 

A god in love, to whom I am conftn'd. 
Then give me welcome, next my heaven 
the best, 

Even to thy pure and most most lovim^, 
breast. 

Ill 

O, for my sake do you with Fortune chide, 
The guilty goddess of my harmful deeds, 
l hat did not better for my life provide 
Tlian public means which public manners 
breeds. 

Thence comes it that my name receives a 
brand, 5 

And almost thence my nature is subdu’d 
To what it works in, like the dyer’s hand. 
Pily me then, and wish 1 were renew’d ; 
Whilst, like a willing patient, I will drink 
Potions of eisel, ’gainst my strong in¬ 
fection ; lo 

No bitterness that 1 will bitter think, 

Nor double penance, to correct correction. 
Pity me then, dear friend, and I assure 

ye» 

Even that your pity is enough to cure me. 


None else to me, nor 1 to none alive, 

That my steel’d sense or changes right or 
wrong. 

In so profound abysm I throw all care 
Of others’ voices that my adder’s sense lo 
To critic and to flatterer stopped are. 
Mark how with my neglect I do dispense: 
You are .so strongly in my purpose bred 
That all the world besides methinl^s are 
dead. 

113 

Since I left you, mine eye is in my mind ; 
And that which governs me to go about 
Doth part his function, and is partly blind, 
Seems seeing, but effectually is out; 

For it no form delivers to the heart 5 
Of bird, of tlow’r, or shape, wliich it doth 
latch ; 

Of his quick objects hath the mind no part, 
Nor his own vision holds what it doth 
catch; 

For if it see the rud’st or gentlest sight, 
The most sweet favour or deformed'st 
creature, ro 

The mountain or the sea, the day or night, 
The crow or dove, it shapes them to your 
feature. 

Incapable of more, replete with you, 

My mo.st true mind thus mak’th mine 
eye untrue. 

114 

Or w'hethcT doth my mind, being crown’d 
with you, 

Drink up the monarch's plague, this 
flattery ? 

Or whether shall 1 say mine eye saith true. 
And that your love taught it this alchemy 
To make of monsters and things indigest 5 
Such cherubiiis as your sweet self resemble, 
Creating every bad a perfect best 
As fast as objects to his beams assemble ? 
O, ’tis the first; 'tis flatt’ry in my seeing, 
And my great mind most kingly drinks 
it up. 10 

Mine eye well knows what with his gust is 
’grecing. 

And to his palate doth prepare the cup. 

If it be poison’d, 'tis the lesser sin 
That mine eye loves it, and doth first 
begin. 


112 

Your love and pity doth th’ impression fill 
Which vulgar scandal stamp’d upon myj 
brow; 

For what care I who calls me well or ill, | 
So you o’ergrecn my bad, my good allow ? 
You are my all the world, and 1 must strive' 
To know my shames and praises from youri 
tongue; 6| 


115 

Those lines that I before have writ do He; 

Even those that said 1 could not love you 
dearer; 

Yet then my judgment knew no reason 
why 

My most full flame should afterwards burn 
clearer. 

But reckoning Time, whose million’d 
accidents 5 
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Creep in *twixt vows and change decrees of 
kings. 

Tan sacred beauty, blunt the sharp'st 
intents, 

Divert strong minds to th* course of altering 
things— 

Alas, why, fearing of lime's tyranny. 
Might I not then say ' Now I love you 
best' 

When I was certain o’er incertainty. 
Crowning the present, doubting of the rest? 
Love is a babe ; then might 1 not say so. 
To give full growth to that which still 
doth grow ? 

116 

Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds. 

Or bends with the remover to remove. 

O, no ! it is an ever-hxed mark, 5 

That looks on tempests and is never shaken; 
It is the star to every wand’ring bark. 
Whose worth’s unks own, although his 
height be taken. 

Love’s not Time's fool, though rosy lips and 
cheeks 9 

Within his bending sickle’s compass come ; 
Love alters not with his brief hours and 
weeks. 

But bears it out even to the edge of doom. 
If this be error, and upon me prov’d, 

I never writ, nor no man ever lov’d. 

117 

Accuse me thUvS ! that I have scanted all 
Wherein 1 should your great deserts repay; 
Forgot upon your dearest love to call. 
Whereto all bonds do tie me day by day ; 
That 1 have frequent been with unknown 
minds, 5 

And given to time your own dear-purchas'd 
right; 

'That 1 have hoisted sail to all the winds 
Which should transport me farthest from 
your sight. 

Book both my wilfulness and errors down, 
And on just proof surmise accumulate; 10 
Bring me within the level of your frown, 
But shoot not at me in your wakened hate ; 
Since my appeal says 1 did strive to 
prove 

The constancy and virtue of your love. 

118 

Like as to make our appetites more keen 
With eager compounds we our palate urge, 
As to prevent our maladies unseen 
We sicken to shun sickness when we purge; 
Even so, being full of your ne’er-cloying 
sweetness, 5 

To bitter sauces did I frame my feeding. 


And, sick of welfare, found a kind of 
meetness 

To be diseas'd ere that there was true 
needing. 

Thus policy in love, t' anticipate 
The ills that were not, grew to faults 
assured, jo 

And brought to medicine a healthful state, 
Which, rank of goodness, would by iU be 
cured. 

But thence 1 learn, and iind the lesson 
true, 

Drugs poison him that so fell sick of you. 

119 

WTiat potions have I drunk of Siren tears, 
Distill’d from limbecks foul as hell within, 
Applying fears to hopes, and hopes to fears, 
Still losing when I saw my self to win ! 
What wretched errors hath my heart com¬ 
mitted, 5 

Whilst it hath thought it self so blessed 
never! 

How have mine eyes out of their spheres 
been fitted 

In the distraction of this madding fever! 

O benefit of ill! Now 1 find true 
That better is by evil still made better; 10 
And ruin'd love, when it is built anew. 
Grows fairer than at first, more strong, far 
greater. 

So 1 return rebuk’d to my content, 

And gain by ill thrice more than I have 
spent. 

120 

That you were once unkind befriends me 
now. 

And for that sorrow which I then did feel 
Needs must I under my transgression bow, 
Unless my nerves were brass or hammered 
steel. 4 

For if you were by my unkindness shaken, 
As I by yours, y'have pass’d a hell of time ; 
And I, a tyrant, have no leisure taken 
To weigh how once I suffered in your crime. 
O that our night of woe might have remcm- 
b’red 9 

My deepest sense how hard true sorrow hits. 
And soon to you, as you to me, then 
tend’red 

ITie humble salve which wounded bosoms 
fits I 

But that your trespass now becomes a 
fee; 

Mine ransoms yours, and yours must 
ransom me, 

121 

'Tis better to be vile than vile esteemed. 
When not to be receives reproach of being, 
And the just pleasure lost, which is so 
deemed 
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Not by our feeling, but by others’ seeing. 
For why should others* false adulterate eyes 
Give salutation to my sportive blood ? 

Or on my frailties why are trailer spies. 
Which in their wills count bad what I think 
good ? 

No ; lam that I am; and they that level 
At my abuses reckon up their own. 

1 may be straight though they themselves 
be bevel; 

By their rank thoughts my deeds must not 
be shown, 

Unless this general evil they maintain : 
All men are bad, and in their badness 
reign. 

122 

Thy gift, thy tables, arc within my brain 
Full character'd with lasting memory, 
Which shall above that idle rank remain 
Beyond all date, even to eternity; 

Or at the least so long as brain and heart 5 
Have faculty by nature to subsist; 

Till each to raz'd oblivion yield his part 
Of thee, thy record never can be miss’d. 
That poor retention could not so much 
hold, 

Nor need 1 tallies thy dear love to score; no 
Therefore to give them from me was I bold, 
To trust those tables that receive thee more. 
To keep an adjunct to remember thee 
Were to import forgetfulness in me. 

123 

No, Time, thou shalt not boast that T do 
change. 

Thy pyramids built up with newer might 
To me are nothing novel, nothing strange ; 
They are but dressings of a former sight. 4 
Our dates are brief, and therefore we admire 
What thou dost foist upon us that is old. 
And rather make them born to our desire 
Than think that we before have heard them 
told. 

Thy registers and thee I both defy, <. 
Not wond'ring at the present nor the past, 
For thy records and what we sec doth lie, 
Made more or less by thy continual haste. 
This 1 do vow, and this shall ever be; 

1 will be true, despite thy scythe and 
thee. 

124 

If my dear love were but the child of state, 
It might for Fortune’s bastard be un¬ 
father’d, 

As subject to 7'ime's love or to Time's hate. 
Weeds among weeds, or flowers with flowers 
gather’d. 

No. it was builded far from accident; 5 

It suffers not in smiling pomp, nor falls 
Under the blow of thralled discontent. 
Whereto th' inviting time our fashion calls. I 


It fears not Policy, that heretic. 

Which works on leases of short-numb’red 
hours, 10 

But all alone stands hugely politic, 

That it nor grows with heat nor drowns 
with show'rs, 

To this I witness call the fools of time, 

Which die for goodness, who have liv’d 
for crime. 

125 

Were’t aught to me I bore the canopy, 
With my extern the outward honouring. 
Or laid great bases for eternity. 

Which proves more short than waste or 
ruining ? 

Have 1 nut seen dwellers on form and 
favour 5 

Lose all, and more, by paying too much 
rent. 

For compound sweet forgoing simple 
savour— 

Pitiful thrivers, in their gazing spent ? 

No, let me be obsequious in thy heart, 

And take thou iny oblation, poor but free, 
Which is not mix’d with seconds, knows no 
art i I 

But mutual render, only me for thee. 

Hence, thou suborn'd informer I A true 
soul, 

When most impeach'd, stands least in 
thy control. 

126 

O thou, my lovely boy, who in thy power 
Dost hold Time's fickle glass, his sickle 
hour; 

Who hast by waning grown, and therein 
show’st 

Thy lovers withering as thy sweet self 
grow’st; 

If Nature, sovereign mistress over wrack, 5 
As thou goest onwards, still will pluck thee 
back, 

She keeps thee to tliis purpose, that her 
skill 

May time disgrace, and wretched minutes 
kill. 

Yet fear her, O thou minion of her pleasure! 
She may c Jtain. but not still keep, her 
treasure; ro 

Her audit, though delay’d, answer’d 
must be, 

And her quietus is co render thee. 

127 

In the old age black was not counted fair, 
Or if it were, it bore not beauty's name; 
But now is black beauty’s successive heir, 
And beauty slander'd with a bastard 
shame; 

For since each hand hath put on nature's 
power,. 5 
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Fairing the foul with art's false borrow'd 
face. 

Sweet beauty hath no name, no holy 
bower. 

But is profan’d, if not lives in disgrace. 
Therefore my mistress’ brows are raven 
black, •; 

Her eyes so suited, and they mourners seem 
At such who, not born fair, no beauty lack, 
Sland'ring creation with a false esteem. 

Yet so they mourn, becoming of their 
woe. 

That every tongue says beauty should 
look so. 

128 

How oft, when thou, my music, music 
play’st 

Upon that blessed wood whose motion 
sounds 

With thy sweet fingers, when thou gently 
sway’St 

The wiry concord that mine ear confounds. 
Do I envy those jacks that nimble leap 5 
To kiss the tender inward of thy hand, 
Whilst my poor lips, which should that 
harvest reap. 

At the wood’s boldness by thee blushing 
stand I 

To be so tickled, they would change their 
stale 

And situation with those dancing chips to 
O’ er whom thy fingers walk with gentle 
gait, 

Making dead wwd more blest than living 
lips. 

Since saucy jacks so happy are in this. 

Give them tliy lingers, me thy lips to kiss. 


Th’ expense of spirit in a waste of shame 
Is lust in action ; and till action, lust 
Is perjur’d, murd’rous, bloody, full of 
blame. 

Savage, extreme, rude, cruel, not to trust; 
Enjoy’d no sooner but despised straight; 5 
Past reason hunted, and, no sooner had. 
Past reason hated, as a swallowed bait. 

On purpose laid to make the taker mad— 
Mad in pursuit, and in possession so ; o 
Had, having, and in quest to have, extreme; 
A bliss in proof, and prov’d, a very woe ; 
Before, a joy propos’d ; behind, a dream. 
AU this the world well knows ; yet none 
knows well 

To shun the heaven that leads men to this 
hcU. 

130 

My mistress* eyes are nothing like the sun ; 
Coral is far more red than her lips* red ; 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are 
dun; 

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her 
head. 


11 have seen roses damask'd, red and white, 
[But no such roses see 1 in her cheeks ; 6 

I And in some perfumes is there more delight 
Than in the breath that from my mistress 
reeks. 

I love to hear her speak, yet wxll I know 
I That music hath a far move pleasing sound ; 
I grant I never saw a goddess go— i r 

My mistress when she walks treads on the 
ground. 

And yet, by heaven, I think my love as 
rare 

As any she belied with false compare. 


Thou art as tyrannous, so as thou art, 

I As those whose beauties proudly make them 
cruel; 

For well thou know’st to my dear doting 
heart 

Thou art the fairest and most precious 
jewel. 

Yet, in good faith, some say that thee 
behold 5 

I Thy face hath not the power to make love 
I groan. 

I To say they err I dare not be so bold, 

1 Although I swear it to myself alone. 

I And, to be sure that is not false 1 sw ear, 

IA thousand groans, but thinking on thy 
j face, xo 

I One on another’s neck, do witness bear 
I Thy black is fairest in my judgment's place. 
In nothing art thou black save in thy 
deeds. 

And thence this slander, as I think, 
proceeds. 

132 

Thine eyes I love, and they, as pitying me, 
Knowing thy heart torments me with 
{ disdain, 

I Have put on l>Iack, and loving mourners be, 
i Looking with pretty ruth upon my pain. 

I And truly not the morning sun of heaven 5 
I Better becomes the grey cheeks of the east, 
I Nor that full star that ushers in the even 
I Doth half that glory to the sober w^est, 

I As those two mourning eyes become thy 
I face. 

10 , let it then as w^ell beseem thy heart 10 
I To mourn for me, since mourning doth thee 
grace. 

And suit thy pity like in every part. 

Then will I swear beauty herself is black, 
And all they foul that thy complexion 
lack. 


Beshrew that heart that makes my heart 
I to groan 

I For that deep wound it gives my friend and 
I mel 
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Is't not enough to torture me alone, . In things of great receipt with ease we 

But slave to slavery my sweet’st friend! prove 


must be ? 

Me from my self thy cruel eye hath taken, 5 
And my next self thou harder hast en¬ 
grossed ; 

Of him, my self, and thee, I am forsaken : 
A torment thrice three-fold thus to be 
crossed. 

Prison my heart in thy steel bosom's ward. 
But then my friend’s heart let my poor 
heart bail; 

Whoe’er keeps me, let my heart be his 
guard ; 

Thou canst not then use rigour in my gaol. 
And yet thou wilt; for 1, being pent in 
thee. 

Perforce am thine, and all that is in me. 

134 

So now I have confess’d that he is thine. 
And 1 myself am mortgag’d to thy will; 
My self ril forfeit, so that other mine 
Thou wilt restore to be my comfort still. 
But thou wilt not, nor he will not be free, ? 
For thou art covetous, and he is kind ; 

Me learn’d but surety-like to write for me 
Under that bond that him as fast doth bind. 
The statute of thy beauty thou wilt take, 
'I hoii usurer that put’st forth all to use, 

And sue a friend came debtor for my sake ; 
So him 1 lose through my unkind abuse. 
Him have 1 lost; thou hast both liim 
and me; 

He pays the whole, and yet am I not free. 

135 

Whoever hath her wish, thou hast thy 
Will, 

And Will to boot, and Will in over-plus; 
More than enough am I that vex thee still. 
To thy sweet will making addition thus, a 
Wilt thou, whose will is large and spacious, 
Not once vouchsafe to hide my will in 
thine ? 

Shall will in others seem right gracious, 
And in my will no fair acceptance shine ? 
The sea, all water, yet receives rain still. 
And in abundance addeth to his store; 10 
So thou, being rich in Will, add to thy Will 
One will of mine, to make thy large Will 
more. 

Let no unkind, no fair besccchers kill; 
Think all but one, and me in that one 
Will, 

136 

If thy soul check thee that 1 come so near,; 
Swear to thy blind soul that I was thy Will,: 
And will, thy soul knows, is admitted there; 
Thus far for love my love-suit, sweet, fulfil. 
Will will fulfil the treasure of thy love, 5 
Ay, fill it full with wills, and my will one. 


Among a number one is reckon’d none. 
Then in the number let me pass untold, 
Though in thy^ store’s account 1 one must 

be; JO 

For nothing hold me, so it please thee hold 
Ihat nothing me, a something sweet to 
thee; 

Make but my name thy love, and love 
tliat still, 

And then thou lov'st me, for my name 
is Will. 

137 

Thou blind fool, Love, what dost thou to 
mine ey^es 

That they behold, and see not what they 
sec ? 

They know what beauty is, sec where it lies. 
Yet what the best is take the worst to be. 
If ey’cs, corrupt by over-partial looks, 5 
Be anchor’d in the bay where all men ride, 
Why of eyes’ falsehood hast thou forged 
hooks. 

Whereto the judgment of my heart is tied ? 
Why should my heart think tiiat a several 
plot, 

Which my heart knows the wide world’s 
common place ? jo 

Or mine eyes, seeing this, say this is not. 
To put fair truth upon so foul a face ? 

In things right true my heart and eyes 
have erred, 

And to this false plague are they now 
transferred. 

138 

When my love swears that she is made of 
truth, 

I do believe her, though 1 know she lies, 
That she might think me some untutor'd 
youth. 

Unlearned in the world’s false subtleties. 
TTius vainly thinking that she thinks me 
young, 5 

Although she knows my days are past the 
best, 

Simply 1 credit her false-speaking tongue ; 
On both sides thus is simple truth sup¬ 
press’d. 

But wherefore says she not she is unjust ? 
And wherefore say not 1 that I am old ? 10 
O, love’s best habit is in seeming trust. 
And age in love loves not to have years told. 

Therefore I lie with her, and she with me, 

And in our faults by lies we flattered be. 

139 

O, call not me to justify the wrong 
That thy iinkindncss lays upon my heart; 
Wound me not with thine eye, but with thy 
tongue; 
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Use power with power, and slay me not by 
art. 

Tell me thou lov'st elsewhere; but in my 
sight, 

Dear heart, forbear to glance thine eye 
aside. 

What need’St thou wound with cunning, 
when thy might 

Is more than my o’erpress*d defence can 
bide ? 

Let me excuse thee: alx! my love well 
knows 

Her pretty looks have been mine enemies ; 
And therefore from my face she turns my 
foes. 

That they elsewhere might dart their 
injuries. 

Yet do not so ; but since I am near slain. 
Kill me outright with looks and rid my 
pain. 

140 

Be wise as thou art cruel; do not press 
My tongue-tied patience with too much 
disdain; 

Lest sorrow lend me words, and wwds 
express 

The manner of my pity-wanting pain. 

If I might teach thee wit, better it were, 5 
Though not to love, yet, love, to tell me so ; 
As testy sick men, when their deaths be 
near. 

No news but health from their physicians 
know'. 

For, if I should despair, 1 should grow mad, 
And in my madness might speak ill of 
thee. 

Now this ill-wresting world is grown so bad 
Mad slanderers by mad ears believed be. 12 
That I may not be so, nor thou belied. 
Bear thine eyes straight, though thy 
proud heart go wide. 

141 

In faith, I do not love thee with mine eyes. 
For they in thee a thousand errors note ; 
But *tis my heart that loves what they 
despise, 

Who in despite of view is pleas’d to dote. 
Nor are mine ears with thy tongue’s tune 
delighted; 5 

Nor tender feeling to base touches prone. 
Nor taste nor smell desire to be invited 
To any sensual feast with thee alone; 

But my five wits nor my five senses can 
Dissuade one foolish heart from serving 
thee, K' 

Who leaves unsway’d the likeness of a man. 
Thy proud heart’s slave and vassal w'retch 
to be. 

Only my plague thus far I count my gain, 
That she that makes me sin aw^irds me 
pain. 


142 

Love is my sin, and thy dear virtue hate, 
Hate of my sin, grounded on sinful loving, 
O, but with mine compare thou thine own 
state. 

And thou shalt find it merits not reproving ; 
Or, if it do, not from those lips of thine, 5 
That have profan’d their scarlet ornaments. 
And seal’d false bonds of love as oft as 
mine; 

Robb'd others’ beds' revenues of their 
rents. 

Be it lawful 1 love thee as thou lov'st those 
Whom thine eyes woo as mine importune 
thee. JO 

Root pity in thy heart, that, when it grows, 
Thy pity may deserve to pitied be. 

If thou dost seek to have what thou dost 
hide, 

By self-example mayst thou be denied ! 

143 

Lo as a careful huswife runs to catch 
One of her feathered creatures broke away, 
Sets down her babe, and makes all swift 
dispatch 

In pursuit of the thing she would have stay; 
Whilst her neglected cliild holds her in 
chase, 5 

Cries to catch her whose busy care is 
bent 

To follow that which flies before her face, 
Not prizing her poor infant’s discontent; 
So run’st thou after that which flies from 
thee. 

Whilst I thy babe chase thee afar behind; 
But if thou catch thy hope, turn back to 
me. ir 

And play the mother’s part, kiss me, be 
kind. 

So will I pray that thou mayst have thy 

wm, 

If thou turn back and my loud crying 
still. 

144 

Two loves I have, of comfort and despair, 
Which like two spirits do suggest me still; 
The better angel is a man right fair. 

The worser spirit a woman colour’d ill. 

To win me soon to hell, my female evil 5 
Tempteth my better angel from my side. 
And would corrupt my saint to be a devil, 
Wooing his purity with her foul pride. 

And whether that my angel be turn’d fiend, 
Suspect I may, yet not directly tell; 10 

But being both from me, both to each 
friend, 

1 guess one angel in another’s hell. 

Yet this shall I ne’er know, but live in 
doubt. 

Till my bad angel fire my good one out. 
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Those lips that Love's own hand did make 
Breath'd forth the sound that said * I hate 
To me that languish'd for her sake; 

But when she saw my woeful state, 
Straight in her heart did mercy come, 5 
Chiding that tongue that ever sweet 
Was us'd in giving gentle doom ; 

And taught it thus anew to greet; 

* 1 hate ' she alter'd with an end 
That follow’d it as gentle day 10 

Doth follow night, who like a fiend 
From heaven to hell is flown away: 

‘ I hate ’ from hate away she threw. 

And sav'd my life, saying ‘ not you 

146 

Poor soul, the centre of my sinful earth, 
[My sinful earth] these rebel pow’rs that 
thee array. 

Why dost thou pine within and suffer 
dearth. 

Painting thy outward walls so costly gay ? 
Why so large cost, having so short a lease, ^ 
Dost thou upon thy fading mansion spend ? 
Shall worms, inheritors of this excess. 

Eat up thy charge ? Is this thy body's end ? 
I’hen, soul, live thou upon thy servant's 
loss, 

And let that pine to aggravate thy store ; 10 
Buy terms divine in selling hours of dross ; 
Within be fed, without be rich no more. 

So Shalt thou feed on Death, that feeds 
on men. 

And, Death once dead, there’s no more 
dying then. 

147 

My love is as a fever, longing still 
For that which longer nurseth the disease ; 
Feeding on that which doth preserve the ill, 
Th* uncertain sickly appetite to p.ease. 

My Reason, the physician to my Love, 5 
Angry that his prescriptions are not kept. 
Hath left me, and 1 desperate now approve 
Desire is death, which physic did except. 
Past cure 1 am, now reason is past care. 
And frantic mad with c\ ermore unrest; i« 
My thoughts and my discourse as mad men’s 
are. 

At random from the truth vainly express'd; 
For 1 have sworn thee fair, and thought 
thee bright. 

Who art as black as hell, as dark as night. 

148 

O me, what eyes hath Love put in my head. 
Which have no correspondence with true 
sight! 

Or, If they have, where is my judgment fled. 
That censures falsely what they see aright ? 


If that be fair whereon my false eyes dote, 5 
What means the world to say it is not so ? 
If it be not, then love doth well denote 
Love's eye is not so true as ail men's—^no. 
How can it ? O, how can Love's eye be 
true, 

That is so vex'd with watching and with 
tears ? 10 

No marvel then though I mistake my view : 
The sun itself sees not till heaven clears. 

O cunning Love! with tears thou keep’st 
me blind. 

Lest eyes well seeing thy foul faults 
should find. 

149 

Canst thou, O cruel! say I love thee not, 
W^hen 1 against myself with thee partake ? 
Do I not think on thee when 1 forgot 
Am of myself, all tyrant, for thy sake ? 
Who hateth thee that 1 do call my friend? 5 
On whom frown’st thou that 1 do fawn 
upon ? 

Nay, if thou lour'st on me, do I not spend 
Revenge upon myself with present moan ? 
What merit do I in myself respect 
That is so proud thy service to despise, 10 
When all my best doth worship thy defect. 
Commanded by the motion of thine eyes ? 

But, love, hate on, for now I know thy 
mind: 

Those that can sec thou lov'st, and 1 am 
blind. 

150 

O, from what pow'r hast thou this pow'rful 
might 

With insufficiency my heart to sway ? 

To make me give the lie to my true sight. 
And swear that brightness doth not grace 
the day ? 

Whence hast thou this becoming of things 
ill, 5 

That in the very refuse of thy deeds 
There is such strength and warrantise of 
skill 

That in my mind thy worst all best exceeds? 
Who taught thee how to make me love thee 
more, 9 

The more 1 hear and see just cause of hate ? 
O, though I love what others do abhor, 
With others thou shouldst not abhor my, 
state; 

If thy unworthincss rais’d love in me. 

More worthy I to be belov’d of thee. 

151 

Love is too young to know what con¬ 
science is; 

Yet who knows not conscience is born of 
love ? 

Then, gentle cheater, urge not my amiss. 
Lest guilty of my faults thy sweet self prove, 
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For thou betraying me, I do betray 

My nobler part to my g:ross body's treason ; 

My soul doth tell my bi>dy that he may 

Triumph tn love; flesh stays no farther 
reason. 

But, rising at thy name, doth point out thee 

As his triumphant prize. Proud of this 
pride. 

He is contented thy poor drudge to l>e. 

To stand in thy affairs, fail by thy side. 

No want of conscience hold it that I call 

Her * love * for whose dear love I rise 
and tall. 

152 

In loving thee thou know’st I am forsworn. 

But thou art twice iorsworn, to me love 
swearing; 

In act thy bed-vow broke, and new faith 
torn 

In vowing new hate after new love bearing. 

But why of two oaths’ breach do I accuse 
thee. 

When I break twenty ? I am perjur’d most; 

For all my vows are oaths but to misuse 
thee, 

And all my honest faith in thee is lost; 

I'or 1 have sworn deep oaths of thy deep 
kindness. 

Oaths of thy love, thy truth, thy constancy ; 

And, to enlighten thee, gave eyes to blind¬ 
ness, 11 

Or made them swear against the thing they 
see ; 

For 1 have sworn thee fair—more per¬ 
jur’d I, 

To swear against the truth so foul a lie! 

153 

Cupid laid by his brand, and fell asleep. 

A maid of Dian’s this advantage found, i 


And his love-kindling fire did quickly steep 
In a cold valley-fountain of that ground ; 
Which borrow’d from this holy fire of 
I.ove 

A dateless lively heat, still to endure, <> 
And grew a seething bath, which yet men 
prove 

Against strange maladies a sovereign cure. 
But at my mistress’ eye Love's brand new- 
fired. 

The boy for trial needs would touch my 
breast; lo 

I, sick withal, the help of bath desired, 
And thither hied, a sad distemper’d guest. 

But found no cure. The bath for my 
heip lies 

Where Cupid got new fire—my mistress’ 
eyes. 

154 

The little lovc-god, lying once asleep. 

Laid by his side his heart-intlarning brand, 
Whilst many nymphs that vow’d chaste life 
to keep 

Came tripping by; but in her maiden 
hand 

The fairest v^otary took up that fire 5 
Which many legions of true hearts had 
warm'd ; 

And so the general of hot desire 
Was sleeping by a virgin hand disarm’d. 
This brand she quenched in a cool well 
by. 

Which from Love’s fire took heat perpetual. 
Growing a bath and healthful remedy n 
For men diseas’d; but 1, my mistress’ 
thrall. 

Came there for cure, and this by that 
I prove: 

Love's fire heats water, water cools not 
love. 


«334 



A LOVER’S COMPLAINT 


From off a hill whose concave womb re¬ 
worded 

A plaintful story from a sist’ring vale, 

My spirits t' attend this double voice 
accorded. 

And down 1 laid to list the sad-tun'd tale; 
Ere long espied a fickle maid full pale, 5 
Tearing of papers, breaking rings a-twain, 
Storming her world with sorrow’s wind and 
rain. 

Upon her head a platted hive of straw. 
Which fortified her visage from the sun. 
Whereon the thought might think sonte- 
time it saw 10 

The carcase of a beauty spent and done. 
Time had not scythed all that youth begun, 
Nor youth all quit; but, spite of heaven's 
fcl; rage, 

Some beauty peep’d through lattice of 
scar’d age. 14 

Oft did she heave her napkin to her eyne, 
Which on it had conceited characters, 
Laund'ring the silken figures in the brine 
That seasoned woe had pelleted in tears, 
And often reading what contents it bears ; 
As often shrieking undistinguish’d woe, 

In clamours of all size, both high and low. 

Sometimes her levell'd eyes their carriage 
ride, 

As they did batt’ry to the spheres intend ; 
Sometime diverted their poor balls are tied 
To th’ orbed earth; sometimes they do 
extend 25 

Their view right on ; anon their gazes lend 
To every place at once, and nowhere fix’d, 
The mind and sight distractedly commix’d. 

Her hair, nor Uwse nor tied in formal plat. 
Proclaim’d in her a careless hand of pride ; 
For some, untuck’d, descended her sheav’d 
hat, 31 

Hanging her pale and pined check beside ; 
Some in her threaden fillet still did bide, 
And, true to bondage, would not break 
from thence, 31 

Though slackly braided in loose negligence. 

A thousand favours from a maund she drew 
Of amber, crystal, and of beaded jet. 
Which one by one she in a river threw. 
Upon whose weeping margent she was set; 
Like usury, applying wet to w^et, 40 

Or monarch’s hands that lets not bounty fall 
Where want cries some but where excess 
begs all. 

Of folded schedules had she many a one. 
Which she perus’d, sigh’d, tore, and gave 
the flood: 


Crack’d many a ring of posied gold and 
bone, 45 

Bidding them find their sepulchres in mud ; 
Found yet moe letters sadly penii'd in 
blood, 

With sleided silk feat and affectedly 
Enswath'd and seal’d to curious secrecy, 

These often bath’d she in her fluxivc eyes, 
And often kiss'd, and often gan to tear ; 
Cried ’ O false blood, thou register of 
lies, 

What unapproved witness dost thou bear ! 
Inlt would have seem'd more black and 
damned here ! ’ 51 . 

This said, in top of rage the lines she rents, 
Big discontent so breaking their contents. 

A reverend man that graz’d his cattle nigh, 
Sometime a blusterer that the ruffle knew 
Of court, of city, and had let go by 5 > 
The swiftest hours observed as they flew'. 
Towards this afflicted fancy fastly drew ; 
And, privileg’d by age, desires to know 
In brief tlie grounds and motives of her woe. 

So slides he down upon his grained bat, 
And comely distant sits he by her side ; C 5 
When he again desires her, being sat, 

Her grievance with his hearing to divide. 

If that from him there may be aught 
I applied 

Which may her suffering ecstasy assuage, 
’Tis promis’d in the charity of age. 70 

‘ Father,’ she says * though in me you 
1 behold 

The injury of many a blasting hour, 

Let it not tell your judgment 1 am old ; 
Not age, but sorrow, over me hath power. 
I might as yet have been a spreading 
flower, 75 

Fresh to myself, if 1 had self-applied 
Love to myself, and to no love beside, 

' But woe is me I too early I attended 7 S 
A youthful suit—it was to gain my grace— 
O! one by nature’s outw'ards so commended 
That maidens’ eyes stuck over all his face. 
Love lack'd a dwelling and made him her 
place; 

And when in his fair parts she did abide, 
She was new lodg’d and newly deified. 

'His browny locks did hang in crooked 
curls; 85 

And every light occasion of the wind 
Upon his lips their silken parcels hurls. 
What’s sweet to do, to do will aptly find: 
Each eye that saw him did enchant the 
mind; 

For on his visage was in little drawn 
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What largeness thinks in Paradise was 
sawn. 

* Small show of man was yet upon his chin ; 
His phoenix down began but to appear. 
Like unshorn velvet, on that termless skin. 
Whose bare out-bragg'd the web it seem'd 

to wear; 95 

Yet show'd his visage by that cost more 
dear; 

And nice affections wavering stood in doubt 
If best were as it was, or best without. 

' His qualities were beauteous as his form, 
For maiden-tongu'd he was, and thereof 
free; 100 

Yet, if men mov'd him, was he such a storm 
As oft 'twixt May and April is to sec. 
When winds breathe sweet, unruly though 
they he. 

His rudeness so with his authoriz'd youth 
Did livery falseness in a pride of truth. 105 

' Well could he ride, and often men would 
say 

That horse his mettle from his rider takes: 
Proud of subjection, noble by the sway, 
What rounds, what bounds, what course, 
what stop he makes ! " 109 

And controversy hence a question takes, 
Whether the horse by him became his deed, 
Or he his manage by th’ well-doing steed. 

‘ But quickly on this side the verdict went: 
His real habitude gave life and grace 
To appertainings and to ornament, 115 
Accomplish’d in himself, not in his case. 
All aids, themselves made fairer by their 
place, 

Came for additions; yet their purpos'd trim 
Piec’d not his grace, but were all grac’d by 
him. 

* So on the tip of his subduing tongue 120 
All kind of arguments and question deep, 
All replication prompt, and reason strong. 
For his advantage still did wake and sleep. 
To make the weeper laugh, the laugher 

W€^p, 

He had the dialect and different skill, 125 
Catching all passions in his craft of will; 

* That he did in the general bosom reign 
Of young, of old. and sexes both enchanted, 
'Id dwell with him in thoughts, or to 

remain 

In personal duty, following where he 
haunted. 130 

Consents bewitch'd, ere he desire, have 
granted. 

And dialogu’d for him what he would say. 
Ask’d their own wills, and made their wills 
obey. 

' Many there were that did his picture get. 
To serve their eyes, and in it put their 
mind; 135 


Like fools that in th' imagination set 
l‘he goodly objects which abroad they find 
Of lands and mansions, theirs in thought 
assign'd; 

And abouring in moc pleasures to bestow 
them 

Than the true gouty landlord which doth 
owe them. 140 

‘ So many have, that never touch'd his 
hand, 

Sweetly suppos'd them mistress of his heart. 
My woeful self, that did in freedom stand, 
And was my Qwn fee-simple, not in part, 
What with his art in youth, and youth 
in art, 145 

Threw my affections in his charmed power, 
Reserv d the stalk and gave him all my 
flower. 

’ Yet d*d 1 not, as some my equals did, 
Demand of liim, nor being desired yielded ; 
Finding myself in honour so forbid, 150 
With safest distance I mine honour shielded. 
Exper ence for me many bulwarks builded 
Of proofs new-bleeding, which remain'd the 
foil 153 

Of this false jewel, and his amorous spoil. 

‘ But ah I who ever sfuinn'd by precedent 
The destin'd ill she must herself assay ? 
Or forc'd examples, 'gainst her own con¬ 
tent. 

To put the by-past perils in her way ? 
Counsel may stop awhile what will not stay; 
For when we rage, advice is often seen tOo 
By blunting us to make ou. wits more keen. 

Nor gives it satisfaction to our blood 
That we must curb it upon others’ proof, 
To be forbod the sweets that seem so 
good 164 

For fear of harms that preach in our behoof. 
O appetite, from judgment stand a'oof I 
riie one a pa ate hath that needs will taste, 
rhough Reason weep, and cry “It is thy 
last '*. 

' For further 1 could say “ This man's 
untrue ", 

And knew the patterns of his foul be¬ 
guiling; 170 

Heard where his plants in others' orchards 
grew; 

Saw how deceits were gilded in his smiling ; 
Knew vows were ever brokers to defiling; 
Thought characters and words merely but 
art, 174 

And bastards of his foul adulterate heart. 

' And long upon these terms 1 held my city, 
Till thus he gan besiege me; “ Gentle 
maid, 

Have of my suffering youth some feeling 
pity, 

And be not of my holy vows afraid. 179 

That’s to ye sworn to none was ever said ; 
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For feasts of love I have been call’d unto» 
Till now did ne’er invite nor never woo. 

*All my offences that abroad you see 
Are errors ol the blood, none of the mind ; 
Love made them not; with acture they 
may be, 185 

Where neither party is nor true nor kind. 
They sought their shame that so their 
shame did find; 

And so much less of shame in me remains 
By how much of me their reproach contains. 

‘ “ Among the many that mine eyes have 
seen, 

Not one whose flame my heart so much as 
warmed, 

Or my affection put to th* smallest teen, 
Or any of my leisures ever charmed. 

Harm have I done to them, but ne’er was 
harmed ; 

Kept hearts in liveries, but mine own was 
free, 19 :. 

And reign’d commanding in his monarchy. 

‘ " Look here what tributes wounded fancies 
sent me, 

Of pallid pearls and rubies red as blood; 
Figuring that they their passions likewise 
lent me 

Of grief and blushes, aptly understood 200 
In bloodless white and the encrimson’d 
mood— 

Effects of terror and dear modesty, 
Encamp’d in hearts, but fighting outwardly. 

* ** And, lo, behold these talents of their 

hair, 

With twisted metal amorously empleach’d, 
1 have receiv’d from many a several fair, 
Iheir kind acceptance weepingly bescech’d, 
With the annejLions of fair gems enrich’d, 
And deep-hrain’d sonnets that did amplify 
Each stone’s dear nature, worth, and 
quality. 

* ” The diamond—why, ’twas beautiful and 

hard, 

Whereto his in vis’d properties did tend ; 
The deep-green em’rald, in whose fresh 
regard 

Weak sights their sickly radiance do amend; 
The heaven-hu'd sapphire and the opal 
blend 215 

With objects manifold ; each several stone, 
With wit wel blazon'd, smil’d, or made 
some moan. 

‘ *' Lo, all these trophies of affections hot, 
Of pensiv’d and subdu'd desires the tender. 
Nature hath charg’d me that I hoard them 
not, 

But yield them up where I myself must 
render— 

That is, to you, my origin and ender; 

For these, of force, must your oblations be. 
Since 1 their altar, you enpatron me. 


* “ O, then, advance of yours that phraseless 
hand 225 

Whose white weighs down the airy scale of 
praise; 

Take all these similes to your own com¬ 
mand, 

Hallowed with sighs that burning lungs did 
raise ; 

What me, your minister, for you obeys. 
Works under you ; and to your audit comes 
Their distract parcels in combined sums. 

’ ’ Lo, this device wa j sent me from a nun, 
Or sister sanctified, of holiest note, 

Which late her noble suit in court did shun. 
Whose rarest havings made the blossoms 
dote; 235 

For she was sought by spirits of richest coat. 
But kept cold distance, and did thence 
remove 

To spend her living in eternal love. 

“ But, O my sweet, what labour is't to 
leave 

The thing we have not, mast'ring what not 
strives, ^40 

Paling the place which did no form receive. 
Playing patient sports in unconstrained 
gyves I 

She that her fame so to herself contrives. 
The scars of battle scapeth by the ilight, 
And makes her absence valiant, not her 
might, 245 

’ ” O, pardon me, in that my boast is true I 
The accident which brought me to her eye 
Upon the moment did her force subdue, 
And now she would the caged cloister fly. 
Religious love put out religion’s eye. 250 
Not to l>e tempted, would she l>e immur’d, 
And now. to tempt all, liberty procur’d. 

‘ ” How mighty then you are, O, hear me 
tell! 253 

The broken bosoms that to me belong 
Have emptied all their fountains in my well, 
And mine I pour your ocean all among. 

I strong o’er them, and you o’er me being 
strong, 

Must for your victory us all congest, 

As compound love to physic your cold 
breast. 

‘ ‘‘ My parts had pow'r to charm a sacred 
nun, 200 

Who, disciplin’d, ay, dieted in grace. 
Believ'd her eyes when they t’ assail begun, 
All vows and consecrations giving place. 

O most potential love! vow, bond, nor 
space, 

In thee hath neither sting, knot, nor 
confine, 205 

For thou art all, and all things else are 
thine. 

‘ “ When thou impressest, what are pre¬ 
cepts worth 


*337 



A LOVER’S COMPLAINT 


Of stale example ? When thou wilt inflanie. 
How coldly those impediments stand forth. 
Of wealth, of filial fear, law, kindred, fame! 
Love's arms are peace, 'gainst rule, 'gainst 
sense, 'gainst shame, 271 

And sweetens, in the sufT'ring pangs it bears. 
The aloes of all forces, shocks, and fears, 

' “ Now all these hearts that do on mine 
depend. 

Feeling it break, with bleeding groans they 
pine, 275 

And supplicant their sighs to you extend. 
To leave the batt'ry that you make 'gainst 
mine. 

Lending soft audience to my sweet design. 
And credent soul to that strong-bonded 
oath, 270 

That shall prefer and undertake my troth ", 

' This said, his wat'ry eyes he did dismount. 
Whose sights till then were levell'd on my 
face; 

Each cheek a river running from a fount 
With brinish current downward flow'd 
apace. 

O, how the channel to the stream gave 
grace! 285 

Who glaz’d with crystal gate the glowing 
roses 

That flame through water which their hue 
encloses. 

' O father, what a hell of witchcraft lies 
In the small orb of one particular tear I 
But with the inundation of the eyes 290 
What rocky heart to water will not wear ? 
What breast so cold that is not warmed 
here ? 

O cleft effect! cold modesty, hot wrath, 
Both fire from hence and cliill extincture 
hath. .94 

* For lo, h:s passion, but an art of craft. 
Even there resolv’d my reason into tears; 
There my white stole of chastity 1 daff'd. 
Shook off my sober guards and civil fears ; i 
Appear to him as he to me appears, i 


All melting; though our drops this diff’r- 
ence bore: 300 

His poison'd me, and mine did him restore. 

‘ In him a plenitude of subtle matter, 
Applied to caiitels, all strange forms re¬ 
ceives. 

Of burning blushes or of weeping water. 
Or swooning paleness; and he takes and 
leaves, 

In cither's aptness, as it best deceives. 

To blush at speeches rank, to weep at woes, 
Or to turn white and swoon at tragic 
shows; 

' That not a heart which in his level came 
Could sciipe the hail of his all-hurting 
aim, 3 ' 

Showing fair nature is both kind and tame ; 
And, veil’d in them, did win whom he would 
maim. 

Against the thing he sought he would 
exclaim ; 

When he most burn’d in hcart-wish’d 
luxury. 

He preach’d pure maid and prais’d cold 
chastity. 315 

‘ Thus merely with the garment of a Grace 
The naked and concealed fiend he cover’d, 
That th’ unexperient gave the tempter 
place. 

Which, like a cherubin, above them hover’d. 
Who, young and simple, would not be so 
lever’d ? 3^0 

Ay me! I fed ; and yet do question make 
What 1 should do again for such a sake. 

* O, that infected moisture of his eye, 

O, that false fire which in his check so 
glowed, 

O, that forc’d thunder from his heart did 
fly» 3 ^’5 

O, that sad breath his spongy lungs 
bestowed, 

O, all that borrowed motion, seeming owed. 
Would yet again betray the fore-betray'd. 
And new pervert a reconciled maid I' 
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1 

When my love swears that she is made of 
truth, 

I do believe her, though I know she I'es, 
That she might think me some untiitor'd 
youth, 

Unskilful in the world’s false forgeries, a 
Thus vainly thinking that she thinks me 
young. 

Although 1 know my years be past the best, 
I sm ling credit her false-speak ng tongue, 
Outfacing faults in love w.th love’s ill rest. 
But wherefore says my love that she is 
young ? 

And wherefore say not I that I am old ? lo 
O, love’s best habit is a soothing tongue. 
And age in love loves not to ha ve years told. 
Therefore I’ll lie with love, and love with 
me. 

Since that our faults in love thus 
smother’d be. 

2 

Two loves I have, of comfort and despair. 
That like two spirits do suggest me still; 
My better angei is a man fight fair, 

My worser sp.rit a woman colour’d ill. 

To win me soon to hell, my female evil 5 
Tempteth my better angel from my side, 
And would corrupt my saint to be a devil, 
Wooing his purity with her fair pride. 

And whether that my angel be turn’d fiend. 
Suspect I may, yet not directly tell; 10 

For being both to me, both to each friend, 
I guess one angel in another’s hell. 

The truth 1 shall not know, but live in 
doubt, 

Till my bad angel fire my good one out. 
3 

Did not the heavenly rhetoric of thine eye, 
’Gainst whom the world could not hold 
argument. 

Persuade my heart to this false perjury ? 
Vows for thee broke deserve not punish¬ 
ment. 

A woman I forswore; but I will prove, 5 
Thou being a goddess, I forswore not thee ; 
My vow was earthly, thou a heavenly love ; 
Thy grace being gain’d cures all disgrace 
in me. 

My VOW' was breath, and breath a vapour is; 
Then, thou fair sun, that on this earth doth 
shine, 

Exhale this vapour vow ; in thee it is: 

If broken, then it is no fault of mine. 

If by me broke, what fool is not so wise 
To break an oath, to win a paradise ? 


4 

Sweet Cythcrca, sitting by a brook 
With young Adonis, lovely, fresh, and 
green, 

Did court the lad with many a lovely look. 
Such looks as none could look but beauty’s 
queen. 

She told him stories to delight his ear ; s 
She show ’d him favours to allure his eye; 
To win his heart she touch’d him here and 
there: 

Touches so soft still conquer chastity. 

But whether unripe years did want conceit, 
Or he refus'd to take her figured profier, o 
The tender nihbicr w'oiikl not touch the bait, 
But smile and jest at every gentle offer. 

Then fell she on her back, fair queen, and 
tow'ard: 

He rose and ran away; ah, fool too 
froward! 

5 

If love make me forsworn, how shar I 
swear to love ? 

O never faith could hold, if not to beauty 
vowed ; 

Though to myself forsworn, to thee I'll 
constant prove; 

Those thoughts, to me like oaks, to thee 
like osiers bowed. 

Study his bias leaves and makes his book 
thine eyes, ^ 

Where all those pleasures live that art can 
comprehend. 

If knowledge be the mark, to know thee 
shall suffice; 

Well learned is that tongue that well can 
thee commend; 

All ignorant that soul that sees thee 
without wonder; 

Which is to me some praise, that I thy 

parts admire. m* 

Thine eye Jove’s lightning seems, thy voice 

his dreadful thunder, 

[Which, not to anger bent, is music and 
I sweet fire. 

Celestial as thou art, O, do not love that 
wTong, 

To sing heaven’s praise with such an 
earihly tongue. 

6 

Scarce had the sun dried up the dewy morn, 
And scarce the herd gone to the hedge for 
shade. 

When ^therea, all in love forlorn, 

A longing tarriance for Adonis made 
Under an osier growing by a brook, 5 

1339 
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A brook where Adon us'd to cool his spleen. 
Hot was the day ; she hotter that did look 
For his approach that often there had t>een. 
Anon he comes, and throws his mantle by. 
And stood stark naked on the brook's green 
brim. 

The sun look’d on the world with glorious 
eye. 

Yet not so wistly as this queen on him. 

He, spying her, bounc’d in whereas he 
stood; 

* O Jove,' quoth she * why was not 1 a 
flood ? ' 

7 

Fair is my love, but not so fair as fickle; 
Mild as a dove, but neither true nor trusty ; 
Brighter than glass, and yet, as glass is, 
brittle; 

Softer than wax, and yet, as iron, rusty ; 4 

A lily pale, with damask dye to grace her; 

None fairer, nor none falser to deface her. 

Her lips to mine how often hath she joined, 
Between each kiss her oaths of true love 
swearing I 

How many tales to please me hath she 
coined. 

Dreading my love, the loss w^hereof still 
fearing! lo 

Yet, in the midst of all her pure pre¬ 
testings. 

Her faith, her oaths, her tears, and all, 
were jestings. 

She burn'd with love, as straw with fire 
flameth. 

She burn’d out love, as soon as straw out- 
burneth ; 

She fram’d the love, and yet she foil'd the 
framing, 15 

She bade love last, and yet she fell 
a-turning. 

Was this a lover, or a lecher whether ? 

Bad in the best, though excellent in 
neither. 

8 

If music and sweet poetry agree, 

As they must needs, the sister and the 
brother. 

Then must the love be great 'twixt thee 
and me, 

Because thou lov'st the one, and I the 
other. 

Dowland to thee is dear, whose heavenly 
touch 5 

Upon the lute doth ravish human sense ; 
Spenser to me, whose deep conceit is such 
As, passing all conceit, needs no defence. 
Thou lov’st to hear the sweet melodious 
sound 

That Phoebus' lute, the queen of music, 
makes; 10 

And I in deep delight am chiefly drown'd 


Whenas himself to singing he betakes. 

One god is god of both, as poets feign; 

One knight loves both, and both in thee 
remain. 

9 

Fair was the morn, when the fair queen of 
love, 

* lAr * 4r * 4r 

Paler for sorrow than her milk-white dove, 

For Aden's sake, a youngster proud and 
wild, 

Her stand she takes upon a steep-up hill. 5 

Anon Adonis comes with horn and hounds ; 

She, silly queen, with more than love’s good 
will, 

Forbade the boy he should not pass those 
grounds. 

‘ Once' quoth she * did I see a fair sweet 
youth 

Here in these brakes deep-wounded with a 
boar, 10 

Deep in the thigh, a spectacle of ruth ! 

See in my thigh,’ quoth she * here was the 
sore.’ 

She showed hers ; he saw more wounds 
than one, 

And blushing fled, and left her all alone. 

10 

Sweet rose, fair flower, untimely pluck’d, 
soon vaded, 

Pluck'd in the bud, and vaded in the spring! 

Bright orient pearl, alack, too timely 
shaded I 

Fair creature, kill’d too soon by death's 
sharp sting I 

Like a green plum that hangs upon a tree, 5 

And falls, through wind, before the fall 
should l>e, 

I weep for thee, and yet no cause 1 have; 

For wliy thou lefts me nothing in thy will. 

And yet thou lefts me more than 1 did 
crave; 

For why I craved nothing of thee still. 10 

O yes, dear friend, 1 pardon crave of 
thee! 

Thy discontent thou didst bequeath to 
me. 

11 

Venus, with Adonis sitting by her 

Under a myrtle shade, began to woo him. 

She told the youngling how god Mars did 
try her. 

And as he fell to her, she fell to him. 

* Even thus ’ quoth she ‘ the warlike god 

embrac d me.' 3 

And then she clipp'd Adonis in her arms# 

* Even thus ’ quoth she * the warlike god 

unlac'd me' 

As if the boy should use like loving charms. 

' Even thus ' quoth she ' he seized on my 
lips' 9 
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And with her lips on his did act the seizure; 
And as she fetched breath, away he skips, 
And would not take her meaning nor her 
pleasure. 

Ah ! that 1 had my lady at this bay. 

To kiss and clip me till 1 run away I 

12 

Crabbed age and youth cannot live to¬ 
gether : 

Youth is full of pleasance, age is full of care; 
Youth like summer morn, age like winter 
weather; 

Youth like summer brave, age like winter 
bare. 

Youth is full of sport, age’s breath is short; 
Youth is nimble, age is lame ; 

Youth is hot and bold, age is weak and 
cold; 

Youth is wild, and age is tame. 

Age, I do abhor thee; youth, I do adore 
thee. 

O, my love, my love is young I lo 

Age, 1 do defy thee. 

O sweet shepherd, hie thee. 

For metliinks thou stays too long. 

13 I 
Beauty is but a \^in and doubtful good, 

A shining gloss that vadeth suddenly; 

A flower that dies when first it gins to bud ; 
A brittle glass that’s broken presently; 4 
A doubtful good, a gloss, a glass, a flower. 
Lost, vaded, broken, dead within an 
hour. 

And as goods lost are seld or never found, 
As vaded gl.^ss no rubbing will refresh. 

As flowers dead lie withered on the ground. 
As broken glass no cement can redress ; 

So beauty, blemish’d once, for ever lost, 
In spite of physic, painting, pain, and 
cost. 

14 

Good night, good rest. Ah, neither be my 
share I 

She bade good night that kept my rest 
away, 

And dafl’d me to a cabin bang’d with care. 
To descant on the doubts of my decay. 

‘ Farewell,’ quoth she ‘ and come again 
to-morrow.’ 5 

Fare well 1 could not, for I supp’d with 
sorrow. 

Yet at my parting sweetly did she smile. 

In scorn or friendship, nill 1 construe 
whether; 

*T may be she joy’d to jest at my exile; 

’T may be again to make me wander 
thither— lo 

' Wander ’, a word for shadows like 
myself 

As take the pain but cannot pluck the pelf. 


Lord, how mine eyes throw gazes to tbii 
east! ; 

My heart doth charge the watch; tho 

morning rise x# 

Doth cite each moving sense from idle rest. 
Not daring trust the office of mine eyes. 

While Philomela sits and sings, I sit and 
mark, 

And wish her lays were tuned like the 
lark; 

For she doth welcome daylight with her 

ditty, 19 

And drives away dark dreaming night. 

The night so pack’d, I post unto my pretty; 
Heart hath his hope, and eyes their wished 
sight; 

Sorrow chang’d to solace, and solace 
mix’d with sorrow; 

For why she sigh’d, and bade me come 
to-morrow. 

Were 1 with her, the night would post too 
i soon; 

But now arc minutes added to the hours ; 
To spite me now, each minute seems a 
moon; 

Yet not for me, shine sun to succour flowers I 

Pack night, peep day; good day, of 
night now borrow; 

Short, night, to-night, and length thyself 
to-morrow. so 

15 

It was a lording’s daughter, the fairest one 
of three, 

That liked of her master as well as well 
might be. 

Till looking on an Englishman, the fairest 
that eye could see, 

Her fancy fell a-turning. 

Long was the combat doubtful that love 
with love did fight, 5 

To leave the master loveless, or kill the 
gallant knight; 

To put in practice either, alas, it was a spite 

Unto the silly damsel 1 
But one must be refused ; more mickle was 
the pain 

That nothing could be used to turn them 
both to gain, jo 

For of the two the trusty knight was 
wounded with disdain. 

Alas, she could not help it 1 
Thus art with arms contending was victor 
of the day, 

Which by a gift of learning did bear the 
maid away. 

Then, lullaby, the learned man hath got the 
lady gay ; 15 

For now my song is ended, 

16 

On a day, alack the day! 

Love, whose month was ever May, 

* 34 * 
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spied a blossom passing fair. 

Playing in the wanton air. 

Tlirougli the velvet leaves the wind, 5 
All unseen, gan passage find ; 

That the lover, sick to death, 

Wish'd himself the heaven's breath. 

‘ Air,* quoth he ‘ thy cheeks may blow; 
Air, would I might triumph so! ic 

But. alas, my hand hath sworn 
Ne'er to pluck thee from thy thorn; 

Vow, alack, for youth urmieet. 

Youth, so apt to piuck a sweet. 

Thou for whom Jove would swear 
Juno but an Ethiopc were ; 

And deny himself for Jove, 

Turning mortal for thy love/ 

17 

My flocks feed not, 

My ewes breed not. 

My rams speed not, 

AU is amiss; 

Love is dyiny , 5 

Faith's defying, 

Heart’s denying. 

Causer of this. 

All my merry jigs are quite forgot, 

All my lady’s love is lost, God wot. 10 
Where her faith was firmly fix'd in love, 
There a nay is plac'd without remove. 

One silly cross 

Wrought all my loss. i.i 

O frowning Fortune, cursed fickle dame ! 
For now I see 
Inconstancy 

More in women than in men remain. 

In black mourn I, 

All fears scorn 1 , 20 

Love hath forlorn me, 

Living in thrall; 

FIcart is bleeding. 

All help needing, 

O cruel speeding, 25 

Fraughted with gall! 

My shepherd's pipe can sound no deal ; 
My wether's bell rings doleful knell; 

My curtail dog, that wont to have play'd, 
Plays not at all, but seems afraid. 30 

With sighs so deep. 

Procures to weep, 

In howling wise, to see my doleful 
plight. 

How sighs resound 

Through heartless ground, 35 

Like a thousand vanquish'd men in 
bloody fight! 

Clear wells spring not. 

Sweet birds sing not, 

Green plants bring not 
Forth their dye. 4« 

Herds stand weeping, 

Flocks all sleeping, j 
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Nymphs back peeping 
Fearfully. 44 

All our pleasure known to us poor swains, 
All our merry meetings on the plains. 

All our evening sport from us is fled. 

All our love is lost, for Love is dead. 
Farewell, sweet lass ; 

Thy like ne’er was 50 

For a sweet content, the cause of all my 
moan. 

Poor Corydon 
Must live alone ; 

Other help for him I see that there is 
none, 

18 

When as thine eye hath chose the dame. 
And stall’d the deer that thou shouldst 
strike, 

Let reason rule things worthy blame, 

As well as fancy, partial wight ; 

Take counsel of some wiser head, 5 
Neither loo young nor yet unwed. 

And when thou com’st thy tale to tell, 
Smooth not thy tongue with filed talk. 
Lest she some subtle practice smell— 

A cripple soon can find a halt; 10 

But plainly say thou lov’st her well, 

And set her person forth to sell. 

And to her will frame all thy ways; 

Sparc not to spend, and chiefly there 
Where thy desert may merit praise 15 
By ringing in thy lady's ear. 

The strongest castle, tower, and town. 
The golden bullet beats it down. 

Serve always with assured trust. 

And in thy suit be humble-true; 20 

Unless thy lady prove unjust, 

Press never thou to choose a new. 

When time shall serve, be thou not slack 
To proffer, though she put thee back. 

What though her frowning brows be bent, 
Her cloudy looks will calm ere night; 20 

And then too late she will repent 
That thus dissembled her delight; 

And twice desire, ere it be day, 

That which with scorn she put away. 3*'' 

What though she strive to try her strength, 
And ban and brawl and say thee nay ? 

Her feeble force will yield at length, 

When craft hath taught her thus to say : 

• Had women been so strong as men, 35 
In faith, you had not had it then 

The wiles and guiles that women work, 
Dissembled with an outward show. 

The tricks and toys that in them lurk, 39 
The cock that treads them shall not know. 
Have you not heard it said full oft, 

A woman's nay doth stand for nought 7 
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Think women still to strive with men 
To sin, and never for to saint; 

There is no heaven—be holy then— 

When time with age shall them attaint* 
Were kisses all the joys in bed. 

One woman would another wed. 

But soft; enough—too much I fear ; 

Lest that my mistress hear my song; 

She will not stick to round me on th* ear, 
To teach my tongue to be so long. 

Yet will she blush, here be it said, 

To liear her secrets so bewray’d. 

19 

Live with me, and be my love, 

And we will all the pleasures prove 
lhat hills and valleys, dales and fields, 
And all the craggy mountains yields. 

There will we sit upon the rocks, s 

And see the shepherds feed their flocks. 
By siialiow rivers, by w'hose falls 
Melodious birds sing madrigals. 

There will I make thee a bed of roses, 
With a thousand fragrant posies, ic 

A cap of flowers, and a kirtle 
Embroidered all with leaves of myrtle; 

A belt of straw and ivy biuls. 

With coral clasps and amber studs. 

And if these pleasures may the«. move, is 
'then live with me and be my love. 

Love’s Answer 

If that the world and love were young, 
And truth in every shepherd's tongue, 
These pretty pleasures might me move, 
lo live with thee and be thy love. -h. 

20 

As it fell upon a day, 

In the merry month of May, 

Sitting in a pleasant shade 
Which a grove of myrtles made, 

Beasts did leap and birds did sing, 5 

Trees did grow and plants did spring; 
Every thing did banish moan. 

Save the nightingale alone. 


She, poor bird, as all forlorn, 

Lean'd her breast up-till a thorn, 10 

And there sung the dolefull'st ditty, 
iiiat to hear it wai throat pity. 

‘ Fie, fie, fie! ’ now would she cry ; 

* Tern, Tern ! * by and by ; 

7 'hat to hear her so complain 15 

Scarce 1 could from tears refrain; 

For her griefs, so lively shown, 

Made me think upon mine own. 

Ah, thought I, thou mourn’st in vain; 
None takes pity on thy pain : :!o 

Scn.seless trees, they cannot hear thee; 
Ruthless bears, they will not cheer thee. 
King Pandion, he is dead ; 

All thy friends are lapp’d in lead ; 

All thy fellow birds do sing, 45 

Careless of thy sorrowing. 

Even so, poor bird, like thee. 

None alive will pity me. 

Whilst as fickle Fortune smil’d, 

I’ijou and I were both beguil’d. 30 

Every one that flatters thee 
Is no friend in misery. 

Words arc easy, like the wind ; 

Faithful friends are hard to find. 

Every man will be thy friend 35 

Whilst thou hast wherewith to spend ; 

But if store of crowns be scant. 

No man will supply thy want. 

11 that one be prodigal. 

Bountiful they will him call, 40 

And with such-like flattering, 

‘ Pity but he were a king ’. 

If he be addict to vice, 

Quickly him they will entice ; 

If to women he be bent, 45 

They have at commandement; 

But if Fortune once do frown, 

Ihcn farewell his great renown. 

They that fawn’d on him before 

Use his company no more. 50 

He that is thy friend indeed, 

He will help thee in thy need ; 

If thou sorrow, he will weep ; 

If thou wake, he cannot sleep. 

Thus of every grief in heart 55 

He with thee doth bear a part. 

These are certain signs to know 
F.iithful friend from flatt’ring foe. 
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THE PHOENIX AND TURTLE 


I.ET the bird of loudest lay. 

On the sole Arabian tree, 

Herald sad and trumpet be. 

To whose sound chaste wings obey. 

But thou shrieking harbinger, 5 

Foul precurrer of the fiend. 

Augur of the fever’s end, 

To this troop come thou not near. 

From this session interdict 
Every fowl of tyrant wing, lo 

Save the eagle, feath'rcd king t 
Keep the obsequy so strict. 

Let the priest in surplice white. 

That defiincttve music can. 

Be the death-divining swan, 15 

Lest the requiem lack his right. 

And thou treble-dated crow, 

That thy sable gender niak’st 

With the breath thou giv'st and tak*st. 

'Mongst our mourners slialt thou go. so 

Here the anthem doth commence; 

Love and constancy is dead ; 

Photnix and the turtle fled 
In a mutual flame from hence. 

So they lov’d as love in twain 25 

Had the essence but in one ; 

Two distincts, division none: 

Number there in love was slain. 

Hearts remote, yet not asunder ; 
Distance, and no space was seen 30 
'T wlxt this turtle and his queen; 

But in them it were a wonder. 

So between them love did shine 
That the turtle saw his right 
Flaming in the phccnix’ sight: 35 

Either was the other’s mine. ] 


Property was thus appalled. 

That the self was not the same; 

Single nature’s double name 

Neither two nor one w'as called. 40 

Reason, in itself confounded. 

Saw division grow together, 

To themselves yet either neither. 

Simple were so well compounded. 

That it cried ‘ How true a twain 45 
Seemeth this concordant one I 
Love hath reason, reason none, 

If what parts can so remain *. 

Whereupon it made this threne 

To the phtenix and the dove, 50 

Co-supremes and stars of love. 

As chorus to their tragic scene. 


Threnos 

Beauty, truth, and rarity, 

Grace In all simplicity. 

Here enclos'd in cinders lie. 53 

Death is now the phoenix’ nest 5 
And the turtle’s loyal breast 
To eternity doth rest, 

Leaving no posterity— 

’Twas not their infirmity, 60 

It was married chastity. 

Truth may seem, but cannot be; 

Beauty brag, but 'tis not she: 

Truth and beauty buried be. 

To this urn let those repair 65 

That arc cither true or fair; 

For these dead birds sigh a prayer. 




APPENDIX 

HIS transcript, reproduced in type-facsimile, of 147 lines from the 
manuscript of the play of Sir Thomas More^ is included by the gener¬ 
ous permission of Sir Walter Greg, who made it, and the syndics of the 
Cambridge University Press. It can be studied with complete advantage 
only in the context for which Dr. Greg designed it—namely, Shakespeare's 
Hand in Sir Thomas Morc^^ a study from all angles of the authorship 
of these lines by a group of scholars who proved, beyond reasonable 
question, that Shakespeare wrote them, and that chance has preserved 
for us, in addition to the six, possibly seven, genuine signatures, this 

*By Alfred W. Pollard, W. W. Greg, E. Maunde Thompson, J. Dover Wilson 
and R. W. Chambers. Cambridge University Press, 1923. 

Lincoinc Peace hearc me, he that will not fee [a red] hearing at a harry Fol,8 * 

grotc, butter at a levcnpence a pou[nde, mcalc at] nync ftiiUing(" a 
Bufliell and BeefFat fower nob[lcs a (lone, lyf]t to me 

yt will Come to that paflTe yf ftrain[gcrs be fujfferd mark him 

our Countrie is a great eating Country, argo they eatc more in 5 

our Countrey then they do in their owne 

•et hcf ’ betts clow by a half penny lofFa day troy waight 

Line they bring in ftraing rootes, which is mccrly tothe vndoing of poor 

prentizes, for what^ a - wattl e a forty pfnyp to a good liart 

traOi trafli,: they breed fore eyes and tis enough to infect the 10 
Cytty the palfcy 

nay yt has infected yt wt the palfey, for theife bafterdf of dung 
as you knowe they growe in Dvng haiie infected vs, and yt is our 
infeccion will make the Cytty Ihakc which j^tly Corns through 
the eating of pfnyps 15 

trewe and pumpions togcather 

what fay yo« to the mercy of the king do refufe yt 

yo“ woold haue [vs] vppon thipp woold yow no marry do we not, we 
accept of the kingc mercy but wee will (howc no mercy vppo 
the ftraingers 20 

yo^ ar the fimplcft things that cil flood in fuch a queftion 

now prenty 

Lin how fay yo“ prcntilTcs fymple downc w**' him 

3 the firtt ^ has been altered from some other letter. 5 IiWa] r/i has two minims only but the 

first is dotted. 8 of] the final curl of the /'has been carried round in such a way as to resemble e 

10 *wi 7 /tam] m has two minims only. so T, but the lower dot may be accidental: M prints 

« semt-colon. un has five minims. 17,The initial letter of the speaker's name, 

whether it be regarded as minuscule (T) or majuscule (M), is certainly of an Italian type. 1 8 Aaur] 

T porhaps by an accidental slipj the word occurs elsewhere eight times always spelt Aauf, Dyce read 
Aaue here, and the very obscure original seems to me to have u rather than v 19 ov blotted, 

possibly altered. 2 a The marginal and interlined words were added later. a is represented 

by one minim only, andy jis doubtful. 

44 


-o- Clown • betts 
Enter 
ycriant 

Lm 


fenaunt 


-efh- william 
Lin 


- ot hef Geo bett 
Linco 
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extensive specimen of the dramatist’s handwriting. Though only a 
comparison of the transcript with a facsimile of the original will make 
clear the full implications of this discovery, the reader has here before 
him a fragment of the master’s composition, transcribed with a care 
that will permit him to understand more adequately than any description 
the difficulties confronting Hcmingc and Condcll in their editorial 
labours. The 147 lines occupy both sides of a leaf of paper and one 
side of a second leaf, and form part of a scene Shakespeare contributed 
to a piece by some fellow playwrights. The original author or authors 
had difficulty with the licenser of plays. That official was not troubled 
by the play’s protagonist being More, a martyr to the cause of 
Catholicism : a Protestant audience under the Protestant Elizabeth had 


ail 

Maior 

prentifles fymple prentillcs fymplc 

Enter the L maier Surrey 

Shrewlbury 

hold in the kingf name hold 

25 

Surrey 

Trendf mafters Countrymen 


mayer 

peace how peace J -fiv Charg yo^ keep the peace 


Shro* 

my mailers Countrymen 


-SHef Williamson 

The noble Earle of Shrewlbury lettf hear him 

30 

Ge bettf 

wcele heare the Earle of Surrey 


Line 

the carle of Shrewlbury 


bettf 

weele heare both 


all 

both both both both 


Line 

Peace J fay peace ar yo'^ men of Wifdome or 

what ar yo^^ 

35 

Surr 

what yo^ will hauc them but not men of wifdome 


all 

weele not heare my L of Surrey, #U no no no no no 

Shrpwlbury (hr 


moor 

whiles they ar ore the banck of their obcdycnc 
thus will they here downe all Ihingf 

4 C 

Line 

Shreilf moor fpeakes fhall we heare ftireef moor fpcake 


Doll 

Lettf heare him a kccpcs a picntyfull fhrevaltry, and a made my 



a6 Sheri this must be a slip for Shre xj The rule has been accidentally omitted after this line. 

29 the last letter certainly .scorns to be o but D always writes Shrerwjbury elsewhere. 30 C wrote 

his alteration on the top of D’s original. 30, 3a Shrewjhury] M, T Shrvwihury 38 all no,,, 

Jhrl a<ided laterj the deletion is probably by C. Shrt*wjhury\ $0 M* T Shrtrwihury (the 

letter is indistinguishable). 40 thingf[ I am unable to read the end of this word, 

42 Jhrrvaltr^tl so M: T shrevaltry. but i» is clearly a comma I think. 
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a sufficiently catholic attitude to understand and appreciate his character. 
But a series of episodes in which he is represented as intervening in 
person to quell the ‘ ill May-day ’ riot of 1517 so disturbed the licenser 
that after marking several passages for omission he turned back and 
wrote at the beginning of the manuscript: 

‘ Leave out the insurrection wholly and the cause thereof and begin 
with Sir Thomas More at the Mayor’s sessions with a report afterwards 
of his good service done being Sheriff of London upon a mutiny against 
the Lombards. Only by a short report and not otherwise at your own 
perils.— -Tyllney 

The constant danger of attack on the foreign colonies in London 
from riotous native elements was too present to the licenser’s mind to 


Brother Arthcr watchiii[s] Scriant Safes yeoman Ict^* hcare 
flireevc moore 

all Shreiue moor moor more Shreue moore 4 S 

moor [ev]en by the rule yo^ haue among yo^ fealues Fol.8 ^ 

Comand ftill audience 

all [SJurrey Sury 

all moor moor 


Lincolnc bett(^ peace p^ace fcilens peace 50 

moor You that haue voyce and Credyt the -iWh nvrnber 

Comaund them to a ftiincs 

Lincolnc a plaigue on them they will not hold their peace the deule 

Cannot rule, them 


moor Then what a rough and ryotous charge haue yo^ 55 

to Lcade tliofe that the deule Cannot rule 
good mailers hcarc me fpcalce 

Doll J byth mas will wc moor thart a good howlkccper and J 

thanck thy good worfliip for my Brother Arthur watchins 

all peace peace 60 


rnool* look what yo^ do offend yo” Cry vppo 

that is the peace;, not [on] of you heare prefent 

had there fuch fellowes lyvd when you wer babes 

that coold haue topt the peace, as nowc ygu woold 

the peace wherin you haue till nowc grownc vp 65 

had bin tanc from you, and the bloody tymes 

coold not haue brought you to the ftate of men 

alas poor things what is yt you haue gott 

although we graunt yo” gcat the thing you feeke 

43 Safrs] af seems to me to have disappeared entirely except perhaps for the extreme tail of the f, 
yfoman'] o altered, probably by C, from some other small letter. ^ 45 This line with the rule above it 

was added later. 59 *watch}ns\ <• altered, apparently from the beginning of h 
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allow him to pass episodes which showed historical precedent for such 
attempts. At some stage in the struggle to fit the play for official favour 
the author or authors sought the help of Shakespeare, not as some 
unknown or prentice playwright, but as one whose dexterity and ex¬ 
perience would supply the resource required. 

Shakespeare’s scene opens with the rioters led by Lincoln crying out 
against the foreigners. To them enters a Sergeant-at-Arms, followed by 
the Lord Mayor with the Earls of Surrey and Shrewsbury and Sir 
Thomas More. The crowd cry down the Mayor and Earls but are 
willing to give More a hearing. The interpretation of the typographical 
detail of the transcript will be clear from Dr. Greg’s own analysis: 

‘ The author wrote the text, at any rate of the first two pages, 
continuously, dividing the speeches by rules but without indicating the 


•DBett 

moor 


Bettf lincoln 
moor 


marry the removing of the (Vralngcrs cannot choofc but 70 

much 4 M 4 f€- advauntage. the poor handycraftes of the Cyttjr 

graunt them remoued^nd gr^uiu that this yo*‘y-noycc 
hath Chidd dovvnc all the matie of Jngland 
ymagin that yo'* fee the wretched ftraingers 
wt 

their babyes at their backf, -and- their poor lufage 75 

plodding tooth portf and coftf for tranfportacion 

and that yo« fytt as kingf in your defyres 

aucthoryty quyte fylenct by yo*’ braule 

and yov in ruff of yo’’*yo-opynions clothd 

what had yo“ gott; Jle tell yo'*, yo« had taught 80 

how infolenc and ftrong hand fhoold prcivayle 

how orderd fhoold be quclld, and by this pattern© 

not on of yo'i (hoold lyve an aged man 

for other ruffians as their fancies wrought 

w^^ fealf fame hand fealf reafons and fealf right 85 

woold fhark on yo^^ and men lyke ravenous fflics 
woold feed on on another 

before god thatf as trewe as the gofpell. 

nay this a found fellowe J tell yov lets mark him 

Let me fett vp before yo>^ thoughts good freindf 90 

on fuppofytion, which if yo« will marke 

yo“ (hall pceaue howc horrible a fhape < 

your ynnovation bcrcs, firft tis a fmn 

which oft thappoftle did forwarnc vs of vrging obedienc to aucthory[ty] 
and twere inr no error yf J told yo'* all yo“ wer in armes gainft g[od] 95 


70 The D appears to have been crossed out by both D and C. 71 handycra/tes] the e is represented 

only by a small blot between t and s fz *f^ce]y altered from 73 matie] sic, by a slip 

from maVte'X.t, maieftie (cf. 1 . 121). 75 and w 4 s crossed out, and w* interlined to replace 19 by D. 

Neither M nor T notices the alteration. 80 goft;] so T: M prints a comma, but the original seem* 

to have y 81 orderd] so T: M ordcret doubtful, but in either case an error for order 

.85 hand] there is a very small dot after this word, some stop may possibly be intended. 89 Uneoln] so M: 

T Lincoln (perhaps a slip). 93 yonr] M, T yo^ but the reading though indistinct is hardly open' 

to question. 94 Vfging] *0 Mi T urging (an accidental slip). 
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speakers. He then read it through, inserting the prefixes and at the 
same time making certain additions to the text, some words at the 
beginning of 1 . 22, at the end of 1 . 38, and the whole of 1 . 45. . . , The 
addition of the speakers’ names was certainly perfunctory, especially on 
the first page, but, apart from the unsatisfactory condition of the deleted 
passage on the third, I do not find any evidence of haste or carelessness 
in composition*. 

The scene, however, does not stand in its final state exactly as 
Shakespeare left it. The heavier type indicates additions and alterations 
by a second hand, that of a playhouse reviser who tried to clarify and 
pull together certain details of the original. One instance only of his 
efforts can be commented on here : he has deleted 11. 112-14 and sub¬ 
stituted a phrase of his own. Shakespeare’s omission of punctuation 


an 


marry god forbid that 


Fol.9*^ 


moo 


nay c<rrtainly yo'* ar 
for to the king god hath his ofifye lent 
of dread of juftyce, power and Comaund 
hath bid him rule, and willd yo^^ to obay 
and to add ampler matte to this 
he-god-hath not only lent the king his figure 
Sc 


his throne -his fword, but gyven him his owne name 

calls him a god on earth, what do yo“ then 

ryfing gainft him that god himfcalf cnftalls 

but ryfc gainft god, what do yo'* to yo*^ fowles 

in doing this ,0 defperat as you arc* 

wafti your foule my lids w' tcarcs and ihofc fame handf 

that yo« lyke rebclls lyft againft the peace 

lift vp for peace, and your vnreucrent knees 

-fhatmakc them your feet to kncelc to be forgyven. 


vj j \j <iniT^ 

tell me but this 
«e afniot - j>c ee d but by - ob ediei K ! what rcbcll captainc 
n 

as mutyes ar incident, by his name 
can ftill the rout who will obay-dva traylor 
or ho we can well that pclamation foundc 
when thcr is no adicion but a rebcll 
to quallyfy a rebell, youlc put downe ftraingers 


xoo 


IDS 


no 




101 and] n hat three minims. loa vnly} to M: T t 9 ufy (withdrawn; see above, p. 76, note). 

163 /its (deleted)) so M: T Ajfs (withdrawn j sec above, p. 76, note). The & is really written on the top of /ih 
not between the lines. no amf\ for an attempted alteration sec final note. 11 1 There is a slightly 

wider space after Jhet and a break may have been intended as in 1. 95. /« to Mz TJi knteh (an 

accidental misprint due to a broken letter), t With the exception of the single word •warn (which 
he crossed out, adding Aurfy in its place) these lines were left standing by D. All the other deletions are in 
darker ink, presumably by 6, who added the interlined words in the third line. 113 nvarrs] so 

M: T *warrt altered to (see final note). vhrdiencl T omits the atop, but I do not think that 

the mark can be accidental. • 117 /omdi\ u» has thpee minima only. aiX tktr} r altered from r>. 
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marks and capital letters, his insertion of the phrase * in in to your 
obedience* and the extra-metrical nature of the conclusion of 1. 114 
puzzled the reviser. He took the phrase ‘ to kneel to be forgiven * with 
what goes before instead of with what follows, and in his determination 
to have it all tidy scored out the troublesome passage and inserted a 
join of his own contriving. 

Had this manuscript gone as it stands to the printer it needs no 
imagination to picture the difficulties that would have confronted the 
compositor. It is true that these three pages were composed by 
Shakespeare in circumstances very different from those in which he 
wrote his own plays. But the handwriting, with all the difficulties and 
irregularities recorded in Dr. Greg*s notes, would be the same; there 
w^ould be the same minimum of punctuation and capitalization, and 
possibly, in places, the same insertions, extra-metrical lines, and loose 
ends. These by themselves would be sufficient to explain many of the 


kill them cutt their thtots pofTciTc ihcir howfei 120 

and Icadc the matic of hwc in liom 
-alaj-atas* 

to Hipp him lyke a hound; (ay nowe the king 

as he is clement,, yf thoffendor moorne 

ihoold fo much com to fhort of your great trefpas 

as but to banyih yo“, whether woold yo^» go» 125 

what Country by the nature of yo^ error 
fhoold gyve you barber go yo“ to ffraunc or flanders 
to any Jarman pvince, 4 o«fpanc or portigal] 
nay any where that not adheres to Jngland 

why yo^* muft needf be ftraingers, woold yo« be plcafd 130 

to find a nation of fuch barbarous temper 
that breaking out m hiddious violence 
woold not afoord yo^ an abode on earth 
whett their detefted knyves againft yo'* throtes 

fpurne yo^^ lyke doggf, and lyke as yf that god 135 

ow'cd not nor made not yo“, nor that the elament^ 
yo’’ 

wer not all appropriat to4ketf Comfortc* 
but Charterd vnto them, what woold yo« thinck 
to be thus vfd, this is the ftraingers cafe 

and this your momtanifh inhumanyiy I40 


fayth a faics trewe letts-vs-do as we may be doon by 

’ll! ma/ir] contraction mark omitted as in 1 . 73. 122 M, T stijing but there is no doubt of 

the reading. The substituted word*, interlined by D, wer^deleted by C. 123 dment,,] M, T prlr\t 

a comma only, but there seems clearly to be a point after it. 125 The writing avoids a small hole in 

the paper. 127 fiander{\ the r is malformed. 130 firaingen^ T's comma is better than M’s 

point, but the mark may be accidental, 131 barbarous] second r altered from b (not from as T 

suggests). 136 elamentf] T adds a comma but the mark is in the paper only. 

137 thtir] M, T ther but there is little doubt of the reading. 140 «//] belongs properly to the next 

line where T prints it. momtanifft] T mountanish noting *un only three minims': the writer’s 

intention is quite obscure, inhumanyty] so M: T adds a point but it appears to be no more thau 

a flick of the tail ofy 141 vs] M and T both describe the deletion as being in modern ink, 

but on re-examination I am unable to distinguish it from that of other deletions and therefore ascribe it to C» 
The writer probably intended //// w but forgot to cross out the 1 
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blunders that mar the Good Quartos and that must have stood in the 
transcripts prepared by scriveners working from Shakespeare’s papers. 
The three pages of Sir Thomas More here transcribed must, when they 
were new and fresh, have presented an appearance that might reasonably 
be described as scarcely blotted ; but careful study can discover beneath 
the discolourings and blurrings that now overlay them the many pitfalls 
that would await a printer. We need not therefore be surprised, though 
we may regret, that even with Shakespeare’s papers in their possession 
Heminge and Condell did not succeed in giving us the perfect text. 
Only the most unrelaxing vigilance and supervision can arrest the brood 
of error that haunt the printing-house and the copyist’s desk alike. The 
three pages from Shakespeare’s own hand may show the reader some 
of the loopholes through which those intruders have found their way 
into Shakespeare’s text. 


Linco wccle be ruld by yo'^ maftcr moor yf youlc ftand our 

freind to f)cure our pdon 

moor Submyt yo“ to theife noble gentlemen 

entreate their mediation to the kinge 145 

gyve vp yo’’ fealf to forme obay the maieftrate 

and thers no doubt, but mercy may be found yf yo^ fo feek [yt] 

*47 fout 7 <f] un has three minims only. malformed. M ir: T omits. 

D certainly wrote something after s/t'k and the addition seems to me to improve the sense. The visible traces 
can be read (hardly */), but at the same time they arc rather widely separated from the preceding word, 
and it is possible that they represent an or some other sign indicating that the original text was to resume 
at this point. 


FINAL NOTE ON CERTAIN READINGS 11 ^ Ll. 103-14. 

103 (deleted)] The curious symbol superimposed on this word has certainly not the form of the usual 
in English hands. It may, however, 1 think, be a loose attempt at rehder|ng the print form of ampersand; 
which though rare is not unknown in manuscripts of the period. Since the ink in which the symbol is written 
is identical with that of the original writing, it seems unlikely that a second hand is involved, in the alteration. 
This also applies to the contraction mark of matte in 1 . loi. 

110 andyour\ T notes: ‘a word was underlined for insertion between these two words, byt it appears to have 
been wiped out while the ink was still wet. The traces of the letters seem to suggest bend* It appears that 
and was crossed out and the word, whatever it was, interlined to replace it. But the whole alteration, which 
was probably never completed, has been erased. The traces arc very illegible, but to me they suggest the letters 
hye rather than bend. 

113 avam] T avarre noting that the writer ‘altered nvarre to njoarn by interlining a long x.* 1 am not myself 
able to detect any indication of a final r, and believe the supposed/to be the upward curl of the regular English 
final s.. 

1 ii-4 In these difficult lines, if the original w'riter intended the interlined w'ords in in toycT ohcdienc' as a sub¬ 
stitute for the two half-lines *why iuen...by obedienc (as has been suggested) one would have expected him 
to delete the latter. But, with the substitution of hurly for warrs he left the passage as it was, and must, 
I think, have meant it to stand. I conjecture that a stop was intended after/r/ in I. 111, and that in in toyo^ 
ohedienc' should be inserted between rytiti and The whole passage is clumsy but 1 no longer think, aa. 

I was once inclined to do, that the author w'as conscious of having left it in confusion. 
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abate, to ehortcn. N. l)r., 3.ii.432; to 

cx^'opt, L. l.ah. 5.ii.540; to lessen, 

Tmn. Shrnr, In<l. i,KK5. 

abhor, lo oistrUs'^r. O/A., 4.ii.l63; slmrlder from. 
Met. h'treji H'ih., 3.V.14; to reject, iJen. 8. 
‘J.iv.81. 

ab.tect, od.., despised, f/cn. 8. l.i.ViT; servile. 
,'i/f.r. Ven.. 4.i.l)2; n^jun, contemptible thing, 
Juf. 4,1 37 . 

abode, to foretell, rien. 8, l.i.n,'L 
abortives, untimely births, John, 3.iv.l58. 
abx'am, mibnrn, Cor . *2.iii.lS. 
abridfrement, what cuts short or pusses the 
time. Ham. *2.it.41.5: Mid. N. Ihr., 5.1.39. 
abrook, to tolerate. 2 Uen. fj, 
abruption, abrupt breaking oiT. Trail, and 
f'n’.s., 3.U t»3. 

Absey-book, a bonk to tcooh the ABC of a 
.sMl.jeet, John. l.i.I90. 

absolute, i»erfeet. Hen. 5. 3.vii.2.5: pOvx’itivc, 
Ham., 5.i.l33: decided. A/. Mctm.. 
aby, to pay penalty for. Mid. A’. Hr.. 3.ii.l7.5. 
accite, to autnmoii, 7'itim, l.j.27; to excite, 
2 Hen. 4. 2,ii.5(l, 

accommodate, to furnish or equip, 2 Heji. 4, 
a.ii.do. 

accomplice, eomrndo (bat not In crime), 

I Hen. t>, h.ii.lK 

accomplish, to arm eotnpletely. Hen. 5, 
4. Hrol. 12; to furnish, Huh. 2, 2.i.l77. 
ache, pronounced * a it eh ’ at Mark Ado. 

3.IV.48, \vlter€< it is repre.«cntcd by H. 
Acheron, one of the five rivers of the loner 
world, hut called a lake at 4.111.44; 

stands for hell itself .d Mar.. 3.v.i5. 
ackown, be not oc/atou-n, admit no knowledge of. 
Oih . 3.iii.323. 

aconitum, jioison from wolf's-hano, 2 Hen. 4. 
4.iv.4S. 

action-taking:, sheltering beddnd the law, 
Lear, 2.ii.l(). 

acture, a^dion, /.or. Cmnp,. 1K5. 

Adam (i) the picture, of old Adam, bocanso the 
ottieer had a coat of .strong leather, and Adam, 
ajter the Fall, wore skin.s. Com. Krr., 4.Hi. 1,3. 
(ii) Adam Beil, famous as an archer. Much 
Ado, l.'.224; Hion. and Jul., 2.i.l3. 
adamant, very hard subManee, 1 He-n. 6, 
l .jv..'>2: lode—tone. Mid. A'. Hr., 
adcLiction, natural ineijii;i.tiou. (Jth., 2.11.5. 
addition, descriptinn nr title acquired by 
habits i>r service, 7roil, and Cres.. 2.ili24I. 
address, to prepare, You Like, 5.1V.15U; 

to equip. Trtiu. and Cre.^., 5.x.14. 
admiral, flagship. Ard. and Cteo., 3.x,2. 
advertisement, intormanon. warning, 1 Hen. 4, | 
3.ii.l72; .l*7V 4.iii.l97. 

advice, thoutrlif, 7’wy> Cient. Ver.. 2.i?.203, 204. j 
aedile, Homan otlieial responsible for public 1 
order aiul public works. Cur.. 3.1.172. 
aery, nest and young ot eagle, H'ah. 3, l.ili.204; { 
ii[»plied to the young actors of the t>o,vs’ 
coiuranies, llarn., 2.0.335. 
affect, aim at, Cicr., 3.id.l; lovo, Tw. Ai{/hi, 
2.V.22. 

cflection, affectation, L. Uib. Loeit 5.1.4. 
afleer, confirm Mac., 4.iii.31, 
af^ance, tni-^t. Cum., I.vi.lfi2. 
afEront, to mc<*t, e^uuroDt, Ham., 3.1.31, 
afiy, B> trn«t, Udroth, l.i.47; Tam. 

Shrew, 4. IV. 49. 

agrate, small tigiue like that cut on .stone of 
seai-ring, 2 Hen. 4, l.ii.18. 

Aeenor, King of Tyre and father of Eiiropn, 
Tam. Shrew, l.i.103. 

ag:let-baby, small figure on laoe-tag, Tam. 
Shrew, l.ii.77. 
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agmize, acknowledge. Ofh., 1,ili.231. 
a-hold, directly into the w'ind, 2Vm., l.i.46. 
aim, eoiPoctuie. Ofh. l.iii.G; term of cn- 
eotiragcment, John, 2.1.190. 

Ajax, (Jrwk hero Ix^fore Troy with more brawn 
than Prams, TroH. and Crc^., 2.1.70; with pun 
(.sv'f inkes). L. luih. Lck**! h.W.hl'l. 
alderlielest, deare-^i ol uli. 2 Hm. 0. l.i.28. 
Alocto, one of ihe Funes. 2 Hen. 4, 5.V.37. 
a-lHe, dearly, fFiO. Talc, 4.iv.255. 
All-haLond eve, eve of Ai) Saints’ day, 
.1/. Mca.^.. 2.;.12U. 

AL-hallotvmas. 1st Nov., Mer. Wires Win., 
l.i.lS.'i. 

AU-hallown summer, Rummor lasting Into 
vvsnier and so vigour of iiiaiihood in age, 
I Hen. 4, l.ii. 1.^.3. 

a?l hid, bide nTuI seek. L. Lott. Iktsf, 4.ill.74. 
allicholy, melancholy, Mcr. Wires JYin., 
l.l\. I3S. 

Aimain, Oorman, Ot?t., 2.iii.77. 
alms driuk, taken on another’s behalf, Ani, 
and Cten, 2.v:i.5. 

aimes-ace, liotli aces. *ow(\st throw with two 
dice Ali\ BW/. 2.id.77. 

amort, all amort, almost dead, Tam. S.'.rcw, 
4. ill,30. 

anchor, hermit. Ham., 3.ii.214. 
ancient, from en.sign or standard-benror, 0th., 
I.i..33. 

angel, gold coin stainnef! with image of angol, 
worth about ten shilirngs, Mir. IVn., 2. 
vii.55*7. 

Anthropophagi » cannibals. Oth., 1.111,144; 

JnUaop phannian, Mcr. IT'hr.<» Win., 4.V.8. 
antic, odd, unusual. Ham., l.v.172. 
antre, envr*, ofh., I.ili.l40. 
appellauat, elmbenger, Uirh. 2, l.iii.t. 
apple-iohn, a sound but wither’d-looking 
aiqile. 1 Hen. 4, 3.iii.4. 

aqua-vitfie, wluykv, Mer. Win., 2.ii.27l, 

Aquilon, north wiiiil, 'Vroil. and Cres., 4.V.9. 
Arabian bird, phoenix. Ant. and CYeo., 3.li.l2. 
arch, patron, Lear. 2.i.59. 
argral, argro, cruo. therefore. Ham., 5.i.l2. 
Ai^chne, Arachtie, changed to a spider for 
pride in her weaving by Athene, 'Trail, and 
Cres.. 5.ii.l50, 

arm-craunt (doubtful). Ant. and Cleo., l.v.48. 
armipotent, strong in arms, L. Lab. Lost, 

aroint, away ! Mac.. 1.Iii.fi. 

Arthur (t) Arthur's show, display of archery by 
London company enlled ITineo Artimr’s 
Knights. 2 ffen. 4, 3.ii.272. (II) Arthur's 
bosom, malapropiam for Abraham’s bosom, 
Hen. 5. 2.ui.9. 

artist, learned practitioner, TroiL artd Cres., 
l.iii.24. 

assinegro, oss. Tr&il. an/1 Cres., 2.f.43. 

Astraea, goddess of Justice, 'tilus, 4.ill,4. 
atone, unlio. C\>r.. 4.vi.73. 

Atropos. one of the Fates, 2 Hen. 4, 2.iv.l89, 
auricular, through the ear, Lear, l.u.88. 

bacare, go hack, Tam. Shrew. 2.i.73. 
back-hiend, the otflcer who arre^sts you from 
behind. Com. Krr., 4.it.37. 
backsword-*man» a singlCHstick performer, 
2 Hen. 4, 3.h.fi3. 

back-trick, u riiovement in some dance, Tv>. 
Mtjhi. l.iJi.ns. 

balHe, to proclaim one a perjured knight, 

I Hen. 4, 1,ji.9M; “Larne, 'Tw. Sight, 2.v.i42. 
bait, to Hot on dogs to worry an animal, as in 
a haltlng-piace, 2 Hen. 0, 5.1.150; to catch 
as with a bait. Com. Err., 2.i,94. 




GLOSSARY 


baldrick, cross belt fmni shoulder to carry 
sword or biiarle, Mw'h Ado l.j.iOih 
balk, to miss an opi»ortunity or prey, Tw, 
Siijht, S.n.'JIt; chop lo>rJc, 7’«m. Shrvw^ t.i.34. 
baUow, cudffoL l^ar, 4.vi.243. 
ban, FTohibit, (Ml., 2.1.11; curse, 2 Hen. t> 

bandy, to xchanfre blows or words or lookp 
(a> s*rokesi in a raily at lonnis), Lem. I.iv.sit. 
bank, sen'Shore, TroiL and l.ii:.32H: sand¬ 
bank, Mae.. l.vh.H: to take in (as banker at 
card Ranie). John. .5.il.l0l. 

Barbason, a devii, Mer. Hires' IVin.. 2.ii.265. 
barbed, protected on breast and flunks, oi 
horse, J('trh. 3. 1-i.lh. 
barful, dillicull, 7’u:. Niaht. l.lv.40, 
barm, .vea^l,. Mid. A. />r., 2,1.38. 
bame, child. Mueh Ado. 3.iv.42. 
barnacle, a e^oose 7‘cm.. 4.1.24 7. 
Bartholomew, -fide. 24tli August, Hen. 5, 
5.ii.303; hoar-pia, kind sold at IJartholonicw 
fair, *2 fL:n. 4. 2.iv.22i. 

base, course, os at game of prisoners’ base. 
Cum.. .'>.r:i.20. 

base-court, lower court of easUe (as basse-caur 
\v Kreneti), Hwh. 2. 3.ii..l7t». 
bases, cloth extension., to knee, worn by 
Tuoiinted knight'j. / er., 2.i.l5t». 

Basilisco, cuaracter in piuy of * Soliman and 
r< rso«la , Johf‘. Li.244. 

basilisk. Ibe fabied cockatric^e that kills with 
its look, irin. 7Vi/«, l.u.388: eaunon. Hen. C>. 
fl.li.U. 

basimecu, (!on’iiption of ‘ batsez ma queue’, 
2 /till, ti, Lvii.2«. 

basta, <‘nough ! 'Lam. Shr?ic, I,'.193. 
bastard, sweet wane from ypain. 1 Hen. 4. 

2.IV.26. 

bate, beat or flutter like a birdV wings, Horn, 
and JuL, 3.u,14; to blunt or weaken, 'Tvnon. 
3.ii;.2(). 

bat-iowline, catching birds at niglit by 
da/.>iing tlicni with a light, 7'em., 2. 1 .17(5. 
batler, wooden liistrninent for use m washing 
clothe>^, .'Is You Like. 2.iv.4(5. 
batten, cal voraciously. Ham.. 3.iv.G7- 
bavin, brushwood, easily kiudled, 1 Hen. 4. 
3.0.hi. 

bawbUnCT, of little account, T\o. Siuht, 5.i.48. 
bawcock, stout follow (French, bean coij) 
Hen. 6, 3.li.24. 

bay, to pursue with barking, to bring the quarry 
to a stand, MnL A. /h*., 4.1.110. 
beaerle. a email typo of bound, Tic. Nigfd. 
2.01.1(58. 

beam, in cont rast to the ‘ mote as in Matthew’.^ 
ffO'^pei. L. r.a/i. 4.iii.l.'5S. 

bear, to obtain, Oi.h... Liii,23; to regard with 
hate, ,/«/. C'les.. 2 . 1 . 216 . 
bear-herd' or bear-wxird (fiorrord), one who 
kw?ps a boar for exhibition. Much Ado. 2.i.34. 
hearixifp-cioth, ciinsiciiiug robe, 1 Hen. 5. 
l.hi.4 2, 

beated. iperhap.^) lined or wrinkled. Son.. 62,10. 
beaver, face-piece of helmet Ham. l.U.229; 

the helmet as a whole, I Hen. 4, 4.i.l(M. 
bedlam (t) an asylum, tlie word being derived 
from Bet.hichem. the name ot the Loudon 
liospiiai, 2 Hen. 6, 5.i.l3l; (Li) a crazed person. 
.fohn 2.1.183. 

beetle (i) a heavy rammer for flattening earth. 
2 Hen. 4, 1.ii.215. (ii) overhanging. Hum. and 
JiiL, 1.iv.32. 

beldam, a grandmother, old woman. Lncreee, 
953. 

be-lee’d, cut ofT from the wind and so stotiou- 
ary, Oih.. l.i.30. 

bell (hook and candle), expression used in 
excommunication. Jofm, 3.1ii.l2. 
bell-wether, .sheep carrying beil round nock to, 
guide the f1(x*U, As Fou Like, 3.li.71. 
be-mete, to thrash. Tam. Sftrew, 4.iii.ll2. 
bench, the seat of authority, or those who sit 
in It, Chr., 3.1.106, 


bend, glance, JvJ. Coes., l.ii.123. 
benevolence, a loon exacted by the king on 
the pretext that tin* payment is a goturo of 
good will, Huh. 2. 2.1.260. 
beray to befoul, 7 'ifvs. 2.ili.222. 
bergemask, a ru-tic dance. Mid. A. Dr., 5.i.3.50. 
berrord, aee bear-herd. 

beshrew (a good-natured iniiirecation), plague 
on or cur.'^e whatever follows, Hum. and JuL, 
,5.i;.26. 

beteem, to allow, flam., l.b.l tl. 

Bevis, of Hoiilhamplon, who.se prodigies were 
told liy the early roinanciTi-, linn. 8, Li.38. 
beronian, a needy mscitl, 2 Hen. 0, 4.i,I34. 
bias, oblique course, like llie curve made by 
the bowi. Ham.. 2.1.0.6. 
bifold, ^wotoid, 'I'r.nL and Crefi.. 5.fi.l42. 
bigrnmy, inaniage with a widow as in Rich. 3, 

biggen, niLdit cap, 2 Hen. 4, 4.V.27. 
bilbo, a hword. good Rwoi’ds wei‘c made in 
liillja/', Mer. IVirea ILin.. 3.V.98, 
bilboes, irons for miitinouK sailors. Ham.. .'i.ii.G. 
bill, a weapon like a pole-axe; hils, the troops 
Ko armed. Lear. 4.vi.9L 

bird-bolt, hlunU'd arrow for shooting bird.s, 
L. fjih. i.oHt 4.ii».20. 
bisson, blind, blinding. Ham.. 2.ii-.500. 

Black Monday. Ka. ter Monday. Mer. Ven.. 
2.V.24 (from storm of Kitdl w’hen English 
troops outside Paris eulTered greatly), 
blank (i) white t^pot in centre (d target, aiming 
roiid. Ham.. 4.i.i2; (ii) a document to bo 
ftlUMl in as the holder decides. Rich. 2, 2.i.2.')0. 
blazon, (i) coat of arms, Mer. IP/rcs Win., 
b.v.iij. (ii) from the nic.;.ning of describing a 
coat of nrm.s it comes to nt'an merely a 
doKcription or announcement. Ham., 1.V.21. 
blear, to lMK)dwink. Tom. Shrew. .5.1.104. 
blister'd, putted out, lien. 8, Liii.SL 
block, wooden shaiic on which hats aro 
moulded. Much A^io. 1.1.03. 
blood-bolier'd, the hair matt/Cd with blood, 
Mar., 4,1.123. 

blow, to puff up, 'Lw. Xivhl, 2.V.40; to burst. 
Aid. and Cleo., 4.vi.34; to defile with their 
(fliivs’) eggs. Ant. and Cleo.. 5.ii.G0. 
tlue-bottle, the beadle, Ix'causc of his blue 
cont. 2 lien. 4, .5.iv.2U. 

blue-caps, the Scots with their bluo-bonnets, 
I Hen. 4, 2.»v.34 7. 

bob, « hit or quip. .4.S You Like, 2.Yii.55. 
bob, to Rten! or cheat. Trod, and Cres., 3.1.65. 
bodement, omen, Mar.. 4.i.9G. 
bodkin, dagger, Ham.. 3.i.76. 
boergrler, selfishly unstable, Ant, and Cleo., 
S.vih.l 10. 

boUen , sw'olleti. Lncrece. 1417. 
bolt, .shi>rt bhmt-hi aded arrow. Hen. 5,3.vii.l 19. 
bolt, to sift, IPin. 'Lale. 4.iv.350. 
bolter, for silting flour. 1 Hen. 4. 3.iii.69. 
bombard, leather bottle for drink, 1 Hen. 4, 
2.iv.43ti. 

bombast, cotton-wool slulling, L. Lab. Loet, 
6.ii.76o. 

bona-roba, showy wanton. 2 Hean. 4, 3.ii.22. 
bones, rural musical instrument, Mid. N. Dr., 
4.i.27; bobbins, Tw. Niuht, 2.iv.44. 
boot, soinetliing extra thrown in. Trail, and 
CVe.v., 4.V.40; plunder, 2 lien. 6, 4.i.l3. 
boct-hose, a storking covering the leg like a 
jack-iiool, Tam. Shrew, 3.ii.63. 

Boreas, north wind. Trail, and Cre^.. l.iii.38. 
bosky, with trees and undergrowth. Tern., 
4.1.81. 

botch (1) noun, candoss bit In work, Mac., 
3.1.133; (ii) verb, to patch. Ham., 4.V.10. 
bottom, (i) valley, Yen. and Ad., 236; (ii) ship. 
Mer. Yen.. 1.1.42: (ui) ball of thread, with 
verb meaning to wind on a core like a hall of 
thread. 'Two Oent. Yer,. 3.ii.53. 
bourn, boundary, but brook in Lear, 3.vi.2.5. 
bow ^nd, the left hand that holds the bow, 
L. Lab. Lost. 4.1.126. 
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brace, annoar for the arms, honee aruiour a*- 
a wliolo, and state (lefeiieo. O///.. Kui.24. 
brach, a kind of lioimd, Lear. ^kvi.dS. 
bravery, stjow of coiimwro, (>//<.. l.j.loi; displnj 
as of elottu's or feeiiuKis. Tom. Shrew, 4.in.57 
brawl, a dance, JaiO. Lnsi, M.i.8. 
breese, jradtly. ^Int. on:i (Uco., y.x.lt, 
Briareus, a hundreddiundcd i?iaut. TroU, am 
(Vr.!?., l.ii.28. 

brib'd, stohni, AJer. fVin., 5.V.22. 

brinded, stiij*ed, Mav.. 

broacb, to ineree (t,roach a cask), Tim/yn 
2.i'.178; o{.»eii a discnssioii, or omcr on aoim 
bnsiiK'ss, Ant. and ('ivo., I.i1.1t>5. 
brock, hadjjfer. Tw. .\ iyld. 2.V.U5. 
brooch, nn in immcut. so a]>phcd to one who it 
an ornament to tns circle, iJiim., 4.vii.!Ki. 
Brownist, an adherent of tlu' l*urilaii soci 
which ado|it.cd the tnincibics propfi+raied liy 
Hobert Jirowne about 1580, Tw. Nighi 

bruit, noun, report, boarsny, 7 W»j7. and Cre^. 

5.jx.4; verb, jiublisli bjoudeast, tlarn. I.il.l27 
bubukle, a |)ortinant(^uu word from ‘ bubo*, aii 
at)scoss, and carhuiicle. Ueu. 5, 
buck, the pile of soiled clot lies for vvasliiUK 
2 lien. II, ‘l.ii.lG; wastdng, Mcr. ff'nrs 

JVin., ,*l.iii.ll5; -haslccf, dirty ciotliCB basket 
Mer. IVnes Win., li.x.l'iO. 
buck, a stag, Trail, and ('res., 3.1110; named 
by sportsniei) according lo the year oi its age: 
1st fawn, 2nd pricket, ord son-n, 4th sore 
5tii buck of the lirst hca<l, tilh a buck. 
L. Lab. Lost, 4,ii.54 sqq. plays upon these 
Icnns. 

Bucklersbury, the street where the apoth..- 
caricH sold herbs, Alcr. Wives Win., 3.iji.02. 
buclxam, eoai'sj linen specially troated, 

1 lien. 4, 2.1 V. 180. 

bufi, strting leather from oxdiide, used foi 
jacket of soldiers, buiiiils, Con. /♦>*■., 4.ii.30. 
bug:, a thing causing tear, 3 Hen. 0, 5.ii.2. 
buelc, black bead ot alass, As Vou Like. 3.V.47, 
buUc, framework before shop. Oih., 6.1.1. 
bully, often prellxed to exfiress adumution or 
affection, Mid. N. Dr., 4.ii.l8. 
buxn-baily, bailiti', 'J'u\ \i(/ht, 3.iv.l68. 
burden, bass act.*oiripuuimciit U) tunc. As You 
Like, 3.ii.232; refrain, Tern., l.ii.380, 
burigonet, light heiuud. 2 Hen. 0, 5.1.200. 
buss, noun and verb, ki.s«, 2 Hen. 4, 2.IV.268. 
buzzard, a hawk of a type useless tor falconry, 
'Tam. Shrew, 2.1.200, 


cacodemon, evil spirit. THeh. 3, l,iii.144, 
caddis, garter-tape, irt/t. Tale, 4,iv.205. 
cade, lierring-barrel, 2 Hen. (I, 4.ii.32. 
cadent, fulling, /.ear, l.iv.28.5. 

Cadmus, founder ami king of Thebes, Mid. N. 
Dr., l.i.lOO. 

caduceus. Mercury’s wand, 'Trail, and Cres., 
iMii.ll. 


Cain-coloured, red<lish, the traditional colour 
r>f his lum , Mer. Win., l.iv.21. 

Calipolis, wife of Miily Muhnmet in reeleV 
* Alcazar*. 2 Hen. 4, 2.iv,l(>0. 


caliver, musket, J Hen. 4, 4.ii.l0. 
call, decoy, .John, 3.iv.n4. 
callat, contemptuous term for a woman. Win. 
Tate, 2.111.00. 

Cambyses vein, in the stylo of the old play 
‘('auibises. King of Fercia’, 1 Hen. 4, 2.iv.37i». 
canary (i) sweet wine from the t’anaries, 
Night, l.iii.73; (uj .Spanish dance, All’s Well, 
2.1.73. 

canker, iilcor llke evil or sore. 2 Hen. 0, l.il.18; 
evil that like caterpillar destroys jiromiee of 
our nature, 11am., o.ii.OO. 
canon, church law, then any rule, e.g., gram¬ 
matical, as in Vor., 3.i.00. 
cantlc. a part, cut out. Ant. and Cieo., 3.X.6. 
canton, song. Tw. NiaM, i.v.264. 
canzonet, short song. L, Lab. IjosJ., 4.11.115. 
cap-a-pe, from head to foot, llam,, l.ii.200. 
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Capitol, temple of Jnpiterat Rome, JvL Ones., 
1 .Ml.20. 

capoccliia, siiiMdcton, Trail, and Ores., 4.il.31. 
carack, gali'-on, (h/i., i.ii..5u. 
carbonado, meat prepaieii for cooking by 
scoring with kuiSc, Cor., 4.V.IS7. 
carcanet, u necKiuee, i.om. hrr., 
cardecue, ' qnari d'ecu French silver coin, 
.nil s M cd, l.iii.: 

Carduus Benedictus. the blc,s«ed thf.elle, 
‘garilcd as a kind of cure-all, AInch Ado, 
3.iv.»i.5. 

carpet, consideraijan, for services net on the 
tield of fiattle. Tu\ Xitdit, 3.lv.224. 

Cataian, a (7iiiiaman, 7’ir. Sight. 2.ill.73. 
cataplasm, iHOiIliee, ftoni., 4.vii.l43. 
catch, iiiu-ieal eemposilion for weveial voices. 
To. .\iiiht. 2,iihSlh 

c&tcr-cousm.s. miunatc.s, Mcr. Vcn., 2.n.Ml). 
cat-o'-mountain, a spotted emdure as in 
Ki.sliop s veivion of .Jer., xiii.2.3, ‘ Muy a injiii 
of Inde ehuunge his skinne. and I lie ratio of 
tin? mouiitam»‘ uer splits’. 'Jc/n., 4.i.2li0. 
cantcjt, deceit. Ham., l.m.l,i>. 
cautelous, erutty. Jnl. ( oes., 2.i 129. 
caviary, siuted roe or sturgeon. Ham., 2.ii.43(). 
cerecloth, vvindiug-slioet. .Mer. f r//., ‘.i.Vii.al. 
chare, term troin rem.is, fjto. 5, l.ii.2h'). 
champaign, tint country where view is ox- 
reiisivc, Tw. .V>p/?f. 2.v,i42. 
champion, (o challenge, A/(/r..'3.i.71. 
changeung, chad uit tiy the l<uncs for onu 
they nave sioleu. Mtd. S. l>r., 2.1.129 (here, 
a cliild adopted hy tne laines). 
chanson sona. Ham., 2.ii.414. 
chape, I he seatibaid, or its metal point, All’s 
IVell, 4.iii.l3r). 

chapicss. wiili lower jaw gone, Ham., 6.i.87, 
chapman, merehant. L. Lab. Lost. 2.i.lt). 
character, noun, wrllmg; verb, to write, Ham., 
I. Mi.5.9. 

chare, chore. ..-lii'. and Cle^)., 4.;.v.75. 
charge-house (doubtful) perhaps a school, 
L. Lab. Last, 6.i.70. 

Chartreux, the Cbarterhouso in London. 

Hen. 8. I.li.l48. 

chaudron entrails. Mac.. 4.1.33. 
chequin, gold coin, i'er,, 4.ii.2.5. 
cheverii, flexit>lo leather, cAisily manipulated, 
Tir. Sight, A.i.W. 

chewet, a jat kdaw, and sc npidied to tho 
tuikaiive, 1 Hen. 4, 5.1.29. 
chopine. shot with high sole, Ham., 2.il.422, 
chough, crow ur jackdaw, Tern.. 2.;.25f. 
chrisom, m child still in its chnstoiiing-robo. 
Hen. b, l.iu.W, 

chrysolite, a precious green stone, Oth.. 

5.11.14 s. 

cicatrice, a mark of, or like, a sear, Cor., 

2.1.140. 

cinquepace, brisk dance, T%n. Sight, l.ni.l22. 
Cinque-ports, live English chaiinel ports. 
Hen. 8 , 4 . 1 . 49 . 

Circe, the enchantress, a draught from wdioso 
cup tinned men to swine. Com. hrr., 5.1.270. 
citizen, city-bied, (Jgm., 4.ii.8. 
cittern, a guitardiko instrument, often with a 
curiously carved head, L. Lab. Lost, 6.ii.()03, 
civet, perfume, Lear, 4.vi.l3(). 
ciack-dish, heggai’s wooden disk with lid for 
clacking, M. Mats., 3 n.llS. 

Clearstories, upi>er range of windows In 
ealhedrui, 'Tw. .\ighl, 4.11.37. 
clepe, to cull. Ham., l.iv.19. 
clerk, scholar, Mid, S. Dr., .').l.93. 
clew, ball of threod, AIV.H: Well, I.iii.l73, 
ciimatures* regions. Ham., I,i.l2d. 
cling, shrivel iii», Mac.. 5.V.40. 
clinquant, glittering. Hen. 8, 1.1.19. 
dip, ernursee, John, d.ji.34. 
clipper, one who pares oiT the edges of coin 
ot (he realm. Hen. 6, 4,1.225. 
clisterpipe. syringe, Oth.. 2 1.175. 

Clout, mark at archery, 2 Hen. 4 , 3.11.46« 
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cobloaf. a little loaf with a round head. Troil, 
anti Crcf^., 2.),30. 

cock, perversion f»t ‘God’, in oaths, 2 lien. 4, v.i.l. 
cockatrice, str husilink. 

cockle, tin. in,»eK that >?iow with the corn, so 
fit rvil ilisp'iriition, ♦ ’or., 3.i.7ti. 
cockle shell, hcoMop shell \^orn by pharrini'^ 
rcluntinu from slinne ol tSt. Jaujeu of Couj- 
posto.la m .rpain. Ham.. 
cockney, useless fellow, Tw. Niuht. 4.1.1 3. 
Cocytus, one of the five rivers of the under* 
wttj lcl, Titus, 2.iii.23«. 
cotfin, pie-crast. Titus. .O.ii.lUO. 
cog, cheat, wheedle, Timon A.i.h3. 
cognizance, a device worn by a gentleman’s 
retainers, so a token, 1 /ten. d, 2.iv.l08. 
coign, pt'ojeeling corner, Mac., l.vi.7. 
coil, trouhleHome n'Tair, /lam., 3.i.ti7. 

COiStrel, knave. Tw. J\'iu/U. Liii.37. 

Colbrand, Danish giant, comiuered by Sir Guy 
of Warwick, Hen. 8, .^.iv.‘2U. 
collection, intcKMiee, Ham., 4.v.!i. 
coliied overcast unci trouliled, Oih.. 2.iii.l98. 
Coime-kill, lena (Oolumha’scelii.^Wor.. 2.iv.33. 
coioquintida, drug from bitter-apple, Oih, 
i.in.317. 

Colossus, huge lironze sUitue of ApoJlo at 
liaiiionr of Khodes, JuL Caes., l.ii.Dhi. 
colour, (often) dceoiUul appearanee, Two Gcni. 
I ir.. 4.11.3. 

comart, bargain,, agreement, Ham.., I.i.ll3. 
combination. alJlaneo, treaty. Hen. 8, 1.1.169. 
comedie, mingle. Ham.. 3.11.67. 
commodity, iirolii. ./uA/i, 2.1.574; merchandise, 
competitor, partner. Ant. and Cico.. 5.1.42. 
complexion, appearanee as governed by the 
prt'doniinant * humour’, L, LmU. lAfSt, l.ij.81, 
compt, reckoning and so Day of Judgment, 
Otti., 5.il.276. 

con, icani, JuL Oaes.. 4.ili.97. 
conceit, ihonglit, Mer. I'en., l.i.92. 
congied, taken creremonious farewell, AWs 
n\lt, 4.iii.83. 

conscience. knowhHigu (sliading off when of 
right- and wrong into modern meaning). Ham.. 
3.i.83. 


constringe, drawn together, Trail, and Ores., 


5.ii.l71. 

contraction, pledged faitii. Ham., 3.iv.46. 
conversion, promotion, ./ohn, 1.1.189, 
convince, overpower, Mac., l.vii.Ol. 
cony-catch, to ciieat, Mer. IVives Win., l.ui.31. 
copatain, high-crowned hat, Tam. 67tre’M.’, 5.i.57. 
copp'd, t»ointcd, /*er., l.i.lUl. 
copy, example to foIlow\ as at head of a copy- 
hook, AlTs WeU, l.ii.46; uoUoii of jiatterii 
combined with that of tenure, hy copyhold. 


Mac., 3.11.38. 

coranto, a dance, Hen. 6, 3.V.33. 

Corinth, Corinthian, life in Corinth was 
supposed to ho very gay, I Hen. 4, 2.iv.ll, 
corky, pithless. Lear, 3.vti.28. 
cornet, body of mounted t roops, 1 TJen. 0,4.iii.2o. 
corollary, some extra, Tcm., 4.i.57. 
corporal, a .senior rank in iSJiakespeare’s day, 
L. I Alb. lAXst, 3.i.l77. 

costard, head, from name for Jai’go apple, 
IHr/i. 3, l.iv.l51. 

cote, pass (from eoursiiig. when one dog outrmis 
the otlier). Ham., 2.ii.31.5. 

Cotswold, Cotsall, t his district in Gloucestor- 
siiire was famous for its coursing contests, 
Mcr. Wives If in., l.i.HO. 
counter, used with hunting when dogs follow 
tlie scent in Die wrong direidion; play on 
tliis moaning and counter—debtors’ prison in 
Cam. Kir., 4.ii.3U. 

counterfeit, portrait, Mer. Ven., 3,ii.l 15. 
counter-gate, debtors’ prison, Mer, Wives 
IViri., 3.iji.G7. 

courage, disposition, desire, comrade (as Folio 
reads for ‘ courage ’ at Ham., l.iii.65). 
court-hand, style of script used in legal 
documents, 2 lien, 6, 4.11.89. 


cousin, coz, a rclaf ivo of some kind, or courtesy 
title, ./obn. 3.hi. I 7. 
cozen, to cheut, Lucrece. 3S7, 
cozier, eohhler, 2‘w. \i(f/d., 2.iii.86. 
cracK, bright aid G young raseai Car., l.iii.68. 
crank (i) /«></«, twisting passages. Cor., 1.1.135; 

(in rertj, to twist and turn, I’en. and Ad., (582. 
crants, u garUiud. Ham., 5.1.226. 
crare, .small coasting vessel. Cum., 4.11.206. 
cross-row, the alphaliet, ti»e row in this 
pnincT containing it lieing marked wntli a 
cross. Rich. 3, 1.1.55. 

crow-flower, huttcicup, or (perliaps) Ragged 
Hatn., 4,vn.j7M. 

crow-keeper, scare crow', lA'ar, 4.Yi.88. 
crown-imperial, a kind of lily, Win. I'ale, 
■t.nAZi). 

cru.sado, Portugui^se gold coin stumped with a 
cross, 0/5., 3.iv.23. 

cry, pack of liounils or rascals. Cor.. 3.iii.l2l, 
cry aim, ‘ good shot I * John, 2.1.196. 
cullion, low fellow, //. /<. 5. 3.ii.‘Jh. 
cuiverin, cannon, long in proportion to its 
calibre, 1 Hen. 4. 2.iii.5(h 
cunning (i) noun, knowledge, skill; (h) udj., 
learned, clever (not always in imd bcusc as 
to-day). Ho in. and Jut., 4.ii.2. 

Cupid's flower, love-in-idleness, the pansy. 
Mid. N. Hr., 2.1.168 and 4.1.70. 
curiosity, critical cxannnalion, Lear, l.i.6. 
curious, careful. All's Well, .l.ii.2U; lineiy 
i!aul«‘, Ve.n. and Ad., 734. 
curst, sharp in lone or temper, I'w. Niijht, 
3.n.;i9. 

cushes, thigh-armour, 1 Hen. 4, 4.i.I05. 
custaiorum, nonsense fr»r ‘ (•u‘-tos Hot ulorum * 
Keeper oj the Itolis, Men. IVeves A in., l.i.6. 
cut, working-horse or gelding, so as term of 
eontempl, und the point of Tw, ^i'i(i?tt, 
2.V.81. 

cynic, hlimt. fellow like Diogenes, Jvl. Cues., 
4.iii.l3l. 

cypress, garment of crape, Tw. Niuht, 3.i.ll8. 

dafl, put off, thnist aside, 1 Hen. 4, 4.i.9G. 
Oa; 7 onet, Arthur's fOf)l, 2 Hen, 4, 3.ii.272. 
Damascus, regarded as tlie jilaco where Cain 
killed Abel. 1 Hen. 6, l.iii.39. 
dancing horse, a pertonning horse called 
Morocco exhibited by its i/wner J^unks about 
1590. L. jMb. Lost, l.ii.53. 
dancing-rapier, for siiow' only, l^ifus, 2.i.39. 
Dax>hne, a nymph loved by Apollo and turned 
to a laurel tree. Mid. *V. Dr., *2.1.231. 
dare (fowling term) to render the bird imriioi.ilo 
by daz>:Jjng it hy some device, Hen. 5, 4.ii.36. 
darraign, set in order, 3 Hen. 6, 2.ii.7‘2. 
daub, keep up the pretence, J^'or, 4.i.53. 
daubery, pi’etenec, Mer. M ires ii'in,, 4.ii.l55. 
day-bed, couch, Tw, A'/p/d, 2.V.45. 
dearth, value, Ham., 5.ii.ll7. 
death-practis'd, marked for death by Ills 
enemies, JA:ar, 4.vi.277. 

death-token, the mark of the plague and so 
of tleath, Trait, and (Jrcs., *2.hi. 172. 
debile, fwhle, Cor., 1.1X.4S. 
deboshed, debauched, Lear, l.iv.241. 
decimation, exc^cution of every tenth man, 
Timon, 5.iv.31. 

deck, pack of cards, 3 Hen. 6, ,'5.i,44. 
decoct, heat up, Hen. 5. 3.V.20. 
detunctive, funereal, PhoenLr, 13. 
degree, the principle of order hy which jiersons 
(or ohjeets) stand in proper relation to on© 
another. Trail, and Ores., I.ili.l09. 
debate, dilate, express at length. Ham., l.il.38. 
delation, expression of aeciitaution. OUi., 3.iii. 127. 
demerit, (1) merit, OUi., l.ii.22: (ii) fault, 
Mac.. 4.1ii.226. 

demi-cannon, gnn of large calibre, Tam. Shrew, 
4.iU.88. 

denier, French copper coin of small value, 
Rich. 3, l.ii.251. 

dependency, objects depending, Cym., 2 . 111 . 118 . 

*355 




GLOSSARY 


deposo (i) BOt aside, Hich. 2, 3.ii.50: (ii) osneri 
o» oath, M. Mats., ii.i.lUG; (lii) examine on 
oath, iiicfi. 2, l.iii.SO. 

deputation, oilice of deputy, J'roil, and Ores. 

I.iii.l52: 1 y/r*/. 4. 4.iii.87. 
dem, dark, Lear, 3.vii.02. 
deroffate, unwortliy, to prove unworthy of 
poaitiou or dosceut, i.iv.280. 

descant, comment (from the term that refers 
to the upper and more elaborate part of u 
musical composition), Hich, 3, ii.vii. ll). 
determinate, puip<*sed, conclusive, Tw. Niahi 
'J.i.U; 0(h.., 4.ii,22(i. 

determination, decision 7'roiL and Cres. 

determine, end. Cor,, o.iii.43. 
deuce-ace, throw of two and one at dice 
L. Lob. /.rjst, l.ii.'lO. 

denter, right, 'J'roil. and Crc.'i., 4.V.128. 
dial, watch, you Ijikt, 2.vii.2U. 
diapason, bass part, l.urrae, 1132. 
dilterence, distinction ol rank or descent or 
<'huiuctcr. All's Well, 2.iii.lia. 
difiidence. distiust, 1 lien. (>, 
disrression, iransgn^sion, L. JUtb, lyjst, l.ii.112. 
dilate, 'tf’r dclat(}. 

dilemmas, alternatives. All's IVetl, 3.vi.C7. 
disaster, unfavourable aspect, Itarn. 1.1.118. 
discandv, melt. Ant. and CLco., 4.xn.22. 
discemini^s, faculties requihite for judgment 
Lear, I.iv.227. 

discomlortable, dUcouraging, Hich. 2, 3.ii.3C. 
discontent, one ind haiislicd with bis cun 
(litions, Anl. and Cleo.. l.iv,39. 
discourse, power or iuyiccss of rcasoninp, 
IJani., 4.iv.3t»; 7'roil. and Ores.. fi.ii.HO. 
discover, to reveal what is known to tl 
spwLker. Hmn. and JuL, 3.1.13U; to tlnd out, 
Hich. 2. 2,iii.33. 

discovery, revelation. IIam.. 2.11.233. 
discreet, iudiscrect, 2 lUn. 4, 2.iv.240. 
dissTuise, state of diaiiikciiuess, Ani. and CUto., 
2.V1I.122. 

dteme, tenth man, Trail, and Cri\9., 2.11.19. 
dismount, draw sword from iU sembbai'd 
'Tw. Muht. 3.JV.213. 

dispark, optm land to public use, Hich. 2, 3.1.23. 
dispose, naun. disposal, 'Tnxi Hr.nt. Ver. 
2.vii.^ti; di'«iposition, 'Trail, and Crts., 2.iii.l69; 
•verb, arrange, John, 3.iv.ll. 
disposer, oiie who has the matter In her 
control. Troll, and Cres., 3.1.81, 
disposition, arrangcnient, 0*h., l.iil.236; he- 
Imviour, mood, Ham., l.v.172. 
dispropOTty, to take away from thoir posses- 
biou. CofT., 2.1.238. 

distance, dis'^cnsion. Mac., 3.1.11,5; space be¬ 
tween fcrieeis, Honi. and Jul., 2.iv.21. 
distemperature, lack of order and so in- 
chnmnoy in weather or I]lne.s8 in man, 
Mid. A . Dr., 2.1.108; Per., 6.1.27. 
distinction, judgment. Trod, and Crea., 
3.11.20; the clear and true apprcheusioxi of 
the matter, Cj/in., .5.V.384. 
distinctly, in several separate parts. Tern., 
l.n.2()0. 

distingruislixiient, distinction, trin. Tale, 2.1.86. 
distract, adj., divided, and so divided in rnlnd, 
cra;cc(t, f/O?*. ('omp., 231; Jul. Cats., 4.iu.l53; 
rera, to divide out, Oth,. 1.111.323. 
distrain, to take legal poKs<*«sion of goods, etx;., 
to cover debt, to take over, Hich. 2, 2.jii.l31. 
distresslul, earned by toil and sweat, Hen. h. 
4.1.200, 

divers, diverse, unorthodox in Hen. 8, 5.ilJ.lk. 
division, proper tiisfiosition of forces, Cth., 
1.1.23; dcKoralivo elaboration of a musical 
theme, 1 Hat. 4, 3.1.210. 
doctrine, preceiit, principle, learning, L. Lab. 
IjM, 4.iji..346. 

document, a piece of instruction, llaxn., 4,v.l7.5. 
doit, a Dutcii coin of small value, Cor., 4.iT.17. 
dolliur, English name for German tliater, a 
large silver coin, l.ii.64. 
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dominical, letter which was printed In rod in 
the aimanacH, so a reference to the lady’s hair 
and complexion, L. Lab. ImsI, 5.11.44. 
doom, judgment. 2 Hen. 8, 3.i.281; day of 
diMon, doamsday. day of one’s death, 3 Hen. 6, 
5.vi.y,3: Horn, and JvL, 5.lii.233, 
double-fatal, the yew .v ieldiiig the wood for 
bow and poisonous berries, Hich. 2, 3.11.117. 
doublet and hose, the dross of a man, hojico 
his chainetcrostics, As Vou Like, 3.11.204; 
2 Hen. 8, 4.vii.47, imidics that plain men 
have to go HJiiiply dmssed without a cloak, 
dout, extinguish, Hen. 5, 4.11.11. 
dowlas, coarse linen, 1 Hen. 4, 3.lii.68. 
dowle, feather, 7'em., 3.ill.65. 
doxy, beggar’s trull, IVin. Tale, 4.111.2. 
drachma, silver coin of antuiuity, Jul. Caes., 
3.ii.2i3. 

draught, cesspool, 7'imon, .5.1.100. 
draw dry-foot, to track by the scent of the 
footmarks, ( am. Lrr., 4.1].39. 
drawer, tapster, I Hen. 4. 2.iv.7. 
dribbling, fulling wide of the mark, M. Meas,, 
1 .111.2. 

drift, design, Intcrition. Ham. and Jul.^ 4.1.114; 

TncL and Ores., 3.jii.ll3. 
drollery, imppet-show, I'cm., 3.1ii.21. 
drtuxible, to move slowly, Mer. H ires IVin., 
.3.111.130 

ducat, g<*ld coin of aiiout fen shilliuga value, 
Itumin silver coin, Ham., 2.il.362. 
dudgeon, kind of wood used in daggor-liilts, 
so the liiit ifMdl, Mac., 2.1.46. 
dnelXo, the rules and elhiuctto of duelling, 
L. Lib. List, 1.11.109. 

dump, mehiMcboly tune, 7’uv> Qenl. Tr?*., 3.ii.85. 

dup, open, Ham., 4.V.51. 

durance, lasting nature, Com, Krr., 4.111.24. 

eager, sharp, cutting, phyplcally or mentally. 
Huh. 2, 1.1.49; acid, Ham., l,v.«9. 
eagerly, rcJcnticHsly, Hen, 8, 4.11.24. 
eale ipcrhnps) for evil at Ham., l.iv.36. 
ean, to give birth, Mcr. Ten., I.ih.h2. 
ear, {dough, cultivate, HuJi. 2, 3.11.212, 
earn, yearn, Hen. 5, 2.hi.3. 
earnest, token payment aa pledge of some 
service or obligation. Hen. 5, 5.1.58. 
eche, eke out, J'er,, 'd.Pro/.. 13. 
ecstasy, out of one's normal state, madness, 
stupor. Tern,, 3.111.108; Ham., 2.1.102. 
effiigies. Image, As I’ou Like, 2.yii.193. 
eftsoons, soon, Per., .5.1.253. 
egregious, notable, 5.V.211, 

eisel, vinegar. Ham., 5.1.270. 
eld, old age, M. Meas., ’3.1.38. 
elder-gun, child's toy gun, lien, 5, 4.1.196. 
elf, tangle, Jjcar, 2,iii.l0. 

ehl-locks, tangled strands, Htm. and Jul., 
l.lv.90. 

elxn, used «>» a prop for vim*.8. Com, Krr., 2.11,173, 
embarquements, rt^straiuts. Cor., l.x.22. 
emboss^ U> swollen, As Vou Like, 2.vii.67; 
(ii> with moutn covered with 10 am from 
exertion, Tam. Shrew, lnd.1.15. 
empiric, empiricutic, untirofcsBionai or 
quack praciuioner aud bis type of prescrip¬ 
tion, All's IVeti, 2.1.121; Cor.. 2.1.110. 
emulous (in both good and bad sense) seeking 
praise or glory. Trail, and Cres., 2.111.225. 
enew. to drive, as the falcon, the prey into the 
water. M. M^as., 3.1.92. 

enfeoff’d, became the rassal of, gave himself 
up to, 1 lien, 4, 3.11.69. 

engine, contrivance, weapon of war, Trail, and 
Cre,s., l.iii-208; Oth., 4.ii.216. 
engineer, ingener, an invcntlvo mind In 
words or of devices of war, Ofh., 2.1.65. 
ensconce, take shelter, Mer. Wwea fVin,, 
3.111.77. 

enseamed, greasy, Ham., 3.lv.92. 
entertain, reocivo, as a follower, Lear, 3.vl.78. 
Kpheaian, companion, Mtr. IVives 4.V.16. 
ep^ffiet, epithetoa, eapressiem, CMk., l.i.14. 
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equinox* equal poise, as day and night are 
equal at the equinox, Oth.^ 2.iii.ll6. 
ergro* therefore. Com. Krr., 
oru^o» candled sweetmeat, Mir. iVires Win., 
o.v, 11). 

escotedL* maintained, Ham.. 2.ii.342. 
esperance, hope, l^ar. 4.1.4; Pei'cy’B battle- 
cry. i Hcrt. 4, 

estx^dgre, ostrich, 1 /fen. 4, 4,1,,93- 
even Cliristian, fellow C^hristian, Ilnm.. 5.i.28, 
evitate, avoid, Sler. Wires ITm,. 6.V.2J5. 
exactly, completely, Ham.. I.u.2d0, 
except* ol)je<'t, piay on legal phruHC ‘ except as 
before excepted ’ at Tw. Nluht, l.iii.6. 
exception, objection. Ham.. 6.ii.223. 
excitement, encourngenient, Hum.. 4.iv..')8- 
excrement, what grows Xrom the body as nailF 
or tiair, 71am., :i.iv,121. 

exempt, separated from, free from, As You 
Lifer. 2.i.l5; Tiimm. 4.11,31. 
exhalation, meteor, ./ul. Vacs.. 2.1.44. 
exhale, <iraw (your sword), livn. 5, 2.1.60. 
exhibition, a maiutenanoe aiiovvaucte. Two 
Lent. I‘er., 1.ill.69. 
eid^ent, laMs, .Jut. Coes., 5.1.19. 
exerciser, exorcist, one who (ails up Fiurits, 
cum.. 4.ii.277. 

expectancy, one in w’hom hopes are plaoc^d. 
Ham., 3.1.152. 

expedience, haste, purpose requiring haste, 
Ant. and I.il.l72. 

expiate (ntcruiiy) ended—the hour of execution 
has come. Hick. 3, 3.ill.23. 


expo.stulate, to discuss. Ham.. 2.11.86. 
exposture. oxposur(\ Cor., 4.1.36. 
express (as in ‘ express likcmess ’) true to 
divine pattern, Ham.. 2.11.304. 
expressure, description, Tw. Night, 2.!{i.l47. 
exsuthicate, imtfed out, Oih.. 3.111.186. 
extemporal, extempore, L. ImIk H)st, 1.11.47. 
extirp, to weed out. M. Mras., 3.11.9.5. 
extraugrht, des(!en(led, 3 Hen. 6, 2.11,142. 
extravasrancy, extravagant, wandering, 
Ham., 1.1.151. 

eyas, young hawk in training. Ham., 2.11.335; 
so euus-musicel of a boy at 'Mer, h'itrs Win., 
3.111.18. 

eye-e;lass, lens of eye, ff'in. Talc. l.ii.2G8. 


face, to trim a garment, Tam. Shrew. 4.111.122. 
tace royal, ref'*rs to cltlgy on gold coin called 
‘a royal*, 2 Hert. 4, l.ii.22. 
laeinerons, wicked, All's Well, 2.111.28. 
tact, what has been done, a^diori, Mac., 3.vi.l0; 

way of acting, 7'ale. 3.11.83. 

taction, a xuirty. group, Jiil. Vacs., 2.1.77. 
iadge, come on, Tw. Niyht, 2.11.31. 
lading, refrain of poimlor song, Win. Tale. 
4.iv.l93. 

fairing, present, L. Lab. fjost. 5.11.2. 
taitor, ciieat (but Pistol’s meaning, if any, is 
di>ul>tfni), 2 Htm. 4, 2.iv.l50, 
fAiiing sickness, epilepsy, Jul. Cae,^.. 1.11.2.53. 
tamo, rumour, Ant. and Vico., 2.11.1G7; reputa¬ 
tion, Ant. and Cleo., 3.j.l5. 
tan, winnowiug-fau, 'I'roiL and Ores., 1.111.27. 
twatical phahtasime^ individual with crazy 
but tixed notions, /. Lab. Lost, 5.1.16. 
tang, seize, Timon. 4.111.23. 
fantastic, merely in the fancy, Uirh. 2,1.111.299; 
unusual, almost incredible, Trent, and Cres.. 
5.V.38. 

tantastico, foolish conceited individual, Horn, 
and Jul,, 2.iv.28. 

fantasy, mere fancy. Ham., 1.1.54; Tuiisinge 
t jirtmiptcd by responsibility or care, Jul. Cars., 
2.1.23X* 

tap, di'unk, Mer. Wives Whi.. l.i.lOO. 
tarborough, third borough, constable, L. JjoIk 
Uist, Id. 182. 

farced, stuffed out with the appearance of 
dignity. Hen, 5, 4.1.269. 
fardel, pa('>k or burden, Ham., 3.1.76. 
y, litter of pigs. Mow., 4.1.05. 


farthingale, hooped petticoat. Mer. Wives 
Win., 3.hi..55* 

fashions, a disease in horses, 7’aw. Shreu\ 3.ii.49. 
fat, hot, 1 Hen. 4, 2.1v.l. (cp. Ham., 5.11.279). 
fat, vat. Ant. ami Cleo., 2.vii.n3. 
fatigate, (Exhausted, Cor.^ 2.11.11.5. 
fault, break in the sclent in hunting. 7'w. Alight, 
2.v.n7. 

favour, mercy, Ant. and Cleo., 3.xiil.l33; 
(diarm, Ofh., 4.111.20; token of soiucono's 
favour. Rich. 2, 5.iii.l8; features, Jul. Coes.. 
‘2.i.7G. 

teat, ucfit. becoming, 'rnn., 2,1.264. 
featly, with mat ness and agility. Trm.. 1.11.379. 
feature, tlguro (not fa(;e). Much Ado, 3.1.60. 
fedary, federary, accomplice. M in. Tale, 2.1.90. 
fee, sold in Jcr. sold with abholute anti perpetual 
possession. Ham., 4.iv.22; fee-gnef, grief 
possessed by scnio individual, Mac., 4.jii.l9G: 
fec-.simple. the most complete and absolute 
form of tenure or posKossion, Rom. and Jul., 
3.1.31. 

feeder, servant. Ant. and Cleo., 3.xiii.l09. 
felicitate, happy, lAmr, 1.1.74. 
fere, spouse, Rcr., l.Pro/.21. 
fem-seed, reputed to make the possessor 
invisible, 1 Hen. 4, 2.1.86. 
festinate, speedy, Lear, 3.vii.l0. 
letch, device, Ham.. 2.i.38. 
fettle, make rtiady. Rom. and Jul., 3.V.1.53. 
£lco, fig, fiigo, contemptuous expression, often 
acxMnnpanicd by insulting gestuits 2 Hen. 4, 
5.iii.n7. 

fights, protective screens used in fighting at 
sea, Mer. Wires Win., 2.11.123. 
figure, appearance, real, imaginary, or assumed, 
Much Ado. I.i.l2; Mer. H hrs Win., 4.ii.l93; 
wTiting, Timon. 5.i.l52. 
file, li-st, Mac., 3.1.94. 
fills, shafts, Trail, and Ores., 3.il.44. 
film, gossajn<n\ Rom. and Jut., J.iv.63. 
fine, end. All's l^'eU, 4.1v.35; conclusion of 
legal agreement tis In fine and recovery, a 
process to break an entail and Cionvert the 
tenure to foe-simple. Mer. li /res IVin., 4.ii.l88. 
fineless, without end, Cth., 3.iii.l77. 
fire-drake, meteor, and so in slang a I’cd nose, 
Hen. 8, *5.iv.41. 
firk, beat. Hen. 6, 4.iv.28. 
fit, spasm or att^^ick of some illness. Ham.. 4.1,8; 
trick of grimacing, Hen. 8., l.iii.7: perhaps 
punning on ‘ fit ’ meaning c-anto or cilYisioii of 
u poem, Trail, and Cres., 3.i.54. 
fitchew, polet^at, applied to a courtezan, Oth., 
4.i.l44. 

fives, a disease of horses, Tam. Shrew. 3.11.50. 
fiamen, priest in ancient Itomo, Cor., 2.i.203. 
fiap-dragon, something served in naming 
spirits at Christmas parties, L. Lab. Lost. 
5.1.38; verb, to gulp down, Win. I'aie, 3.111.95. 
fiaplack, pancake, Rcr,. 2.1.82. 
fiaw, gust of wind, or passion. Cor.. 5.iii.74. 
fleckel'd, dappled, Rom. and Jul., 2.111.3. 
fieer, sneering grimace. Oth., 4.1.82. 
fiesh (to give a hound the llcsh of the victim 
to rouse its keenness) so to introduce an un¬ 
tried soldier to bloodshed, Lear, 2.ii.42; 
flesh his sword, use it in his first fight, 1 Hen. G, 
4.vii.36. 

fleshment, the satisfaction of a first success. 
Lear, 2.1i.ll8. 

flew'd, with large chaps. Mid. N. Dr.. 4.1.117. 
flirt-giU, loose woman, liom. and Jul., 2.iv.l49. 
fiote, scia, 'J'em., 1.11.2.34. 
fiourish, oinbellishment, L. Lab. I^si. 2.1.14. 
fiower-de-luce, iris. Win. 7'ale, 4.iv.l27; the 
lily of the French coat of arms, and ho applied 
by Henry to Katherine, Hen. 5, .5.ii.2(«8. 
flux, secretion, As You Like. 3.11.61. 
lob, set rw^ido hy trickery, Car., 1.1.92. 
foU (1) setting ot a jewel, so something that 
shows up the value of an act or accomplish¬ 
ment, Ham., 5.11.247; (11) put io the foil, 
deprive of commendation. Tern., 3.1.46. 
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foin. t brnst with rapior, Mrr. fFins irin., 2Aii.22. 
foison, 7V/a.. 4.1.110. 

fondly, foolishly, 2 Urn. 1 , 4.11.110. 
foot^cloth, Haddic-cloth huiig^irig almost to 
grootul, '1 IJtn. 0, 4.i.ol. 
foppish, foolisli, Afar. I.U.lGo. 
force is' ‘ laifc* ’) stnfT. 7'nnL mid Cres., 2.111.217. 
t'orehorse, l('aditig horse as in a tuiulem. All's 
fVclL -J.i.Iin. 

torgretive (perhaps from ‘ forge ’ ep. Mcr. 
IF ires IFia., 4.11.100) shaping, inventive, 
2 Hoi. 4. 4.Hi.OS. 

fosset-seller, vt'iulor of taps (fanects) for 
barrel.'-. Cor.. 

fox, a s\voi’«l (some mak(\s were marked with a 
wolf’s Imad). /iot. 6, 4.1 v.O. 
fractecl. hr<»ken. Hoi. 5 2.i.l21. 
frampold, unideasaiU, Mcr. IF/rr.s f]"fa., 2.11.8*2. 
frauh. sly, *2 /fof. 4. ’2.ii.M0, 
franklin, freeholder hot mjt numhercMl among 
the county families, Ci/in.. O.ii.TG. 
frayed, Irighleuod, 'Trail, and Cres.. 3.11.31. 
freshes, springs of fresh water, 'Ton., 3.ii.Gl. 
fret, to the siring (with a pnn on the 

normal meaning of ‘ fret *). limn., 3Ji.3G‘2, 
frets, the, points marked on the neck of a 
stringed inslnimciit \vhei*e the tingera may 
stop the string. Lvcrrre, 1 1 tP. 
frieze, oourse cloth, Oth., 2.i.l‘2G. 
frippery, old eJothea shop, I'an., 4.1.22.5. 
frontier, advaii<.!cd fort, 1 Hen. 4 2.iii.40; 

frontier furtr<.>«s, Umn., 4.iv.lG. 
frontlet, band on forehead, so frown at i.ear, 
i.iv. 187, 

jhnsll, to hatter, Troll, and CVr.s., ,5.vi.29. 
fuUam, kind of loaded dice, Mcr. IFtrc.s* TF/n., 
1 .iii.82. 

fustian (i) eoarse eloth; (li) ranting, 2 Tlcn, 4, 
2.iv.l7t). 

fustilarian, (comic forrnution) 2 Hen. 4, 2.i.5S. 

graberdine, kind of cloak, Afer. Ven., l.lii.107. 
ffad, sharp metal point, Titus, 4.1.104; ui>on 
the fjad. on the spur of the moment, Lear. 
l.li.2G. 

ffaige, pledge, a-s glove thrown down to phalge 
theovMK rto combat, Hicfi. 2, 4,1.2.5. 
e:ainsay, to forbid, to prevent, 'J'rviL and Cres., 
4.V.I32. 

Galen, (Ireok who hocame pliysicion to the 
Emperor Marcus Aureliu.s; his voliiminou.s 
writings on medical topi(\s were authorilutive 
in Hliakespc'are’s day. All’s Well. 2.in.ll. 
ffaU, bile; ns the liver was supi^osed to provhh’ 
the eaiaicity f(»r resentment and courage it 
sigtilfles manly spirit at Umn., 2,ii.572. 
Gallian, FrencJi, Ciim., l.vi.G.5. 
i^alliard, a lively dance usually in triple time, 
'Vw. i\>ght, 1.iii.l2.5. 

ealliass, large type of galley, 2'am. Shrew, 
2.i.37P. 

gallimaufry, botch pot eh. Win. Talc, 4.1v.321. 
{fallow, to terrify, I^ear, 3.11.14. 
g:allow^lass, liravy-armed footman in army 
of Irish or from Scottish isles. Mar., 1.11.13, 
eramut, mnslcal scale, Tam. Shrew, 3.i.G.5. 
fCarboil, di.-^turhance, An!, ami ClcAt,, l.iii.Gl. 
eraskins, wide hreeclies, Tw. .\igh1, l.v.23. 
gr.asted, frightened, Lear. 2.1..55. 
erastness, •Tigris of fear. (Mh., 5. .100. 

Kraudy nigrht, feast, Ant. and Clco., 3.xlii.l83. 
erawds, gay trifles. Mid. N. Hr., l.i,33. 

6:aze, centre of attrnetiorj, Mac., 6.viii.24. 
ereck, hntt, Tw. Xig’d, 5.1.3.30. 
ereminy, twin pair, Mcr. JFites fFin,, 2.11,8. 
(generosity, the well born, Cor., l.i.201). 
g:enerous, well born, and eo acting like a 
gentleman. Ham., 4.vll.l35. 
grenius, the spirit Unit is apFigned to each 
individual as a guardian, Mae., 3.1..5.5; so 
pcenliar bent or nature, Tw. Night, 3.tv.l23. 
grennet, small horse, 0th., 1.1.114. 
g:entiUty, gentlemanly conduct, L» Lab, Lost, 
1.1.127. 
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gentle, ot frond hirih, Hich. 3, l.iii.7.3. 
gentleness, courtesy, Iroil. and. i re.s., 4.1.22. 
George, small figure of Si. (leorge slnying the 
dragon worn as 0 pendant by Ivnight.s of tho 
(iurpT, Itieh. 3, 4.jv.3GG. 
german, erermane, akin, Oth., l.i.llt; 
ronsin-iierman. first cousin. Trail, and i^rr.s., 
4.V.121; rciiited to the matter in hand, 
Ham., 5.11.155. 

germen, germ, seed. I^'nr, 3.li.S. 

pest (i> warlike P'at. Ant. and Clco., 4.viii,2; 

<ii) time limit, fl’in. Tale, l.ii.ll. 
pbosUy, tronceined with spiritual welfare, 
Ham. and .hd.. 3.01. ID. 
gib, male cat, H tin., M.iv.lOO, 
grip, whi])pfng-toi>, L. [,ah. 4.111,103. 

piglet, -ot, a wanton. M. Mens., .5.1.31,5. 
eillyvor, gillvflow**!-. Win. Tale, 4.iv.K2. 
gimmaled, jointed. Hen. .5. t.ii.ll). 
gimmer, links in meehanlsm of chxrk, 1 Hen. 0 
l.ii. 11. 

glance, BatirlcaJ coiuTncnt, Aft You Lilr 
2.' ii.57. 

plass, hour glass, Tern., l.ii.240. 
glass eyes, spectnch'^, /,cor. t.vi.l70. 
glaze, gian', ./a/. Caes., l.iii.21. 
gleek, lo joke, gibe, Mid. N. Hr., 3.i,l34. 
globe, head. Ham., I.v.l)7. 

gloss, explanation, ('xeuye, so fair outward 
show. Timan, l.ii.lG. 

gloze, to explain. Hen. 5, l.ii.40; to comment 
b'ceitfully. 'J'ilns, 4.iv.3.5. 
gobbet, portions of llorh, 2 Hen. 0. 4.i.S5, 
God-den, God-i-goden (and similar forms) 
(Jod give you good even ! Jtoni, and dul., 
l.ii. .57 and 3.V.172. 

God dild you, Uod yield, or repay, you! 
Ham. 4.V.40. 

good year, a common (‘xelaiTiation, wilhout 
any iiarliculnr meaning, Mer. ft ires IFin., 
l.iv.lIO; used in an imprecation, Lear, 
.5.iii.2l. 

goose, t.ailor’s iron. Mac., 2.hi.1.5. 
gorbellied, fat, overfed, 1 Hen. 4. 2.ii.85. 
Gordian knot, an orach', foretold that, the man 
who conhl unloo.'-c fids intricate kiiol, hi ll;e 
noroiiolis of (lordinrn, would be ruler of tlic 
Fast; Alexander Uni Urcat eiit it; so of 
Holving a problem, Hen. l>, l.i.4G. 
gorget, armour for tliroat, Trod, and Ores., 
1.ill.174. 

Gorgon, a fabulous monster believed ril»le to 
turn the beholder to stone, Mac., ‘2.ill.70. 
gospell’d, like good CVirisJuins, Mar., .3.i.S7. 
gOSS, uorsc, Tein., 1.1.180. 

gossip, one assoeiated with parent,s at baptism 
of their <*hild, a gotlparent. Hen. b, .5.V.J2: 
friend, woman f<md of idle talk, Titus, 4.11.151. 
gossiping, enjoying the ‘ gossijis’ feast ’ at. tlu^ 
‘ n'hirlh ’ of the lost, sons. Coin. F.rr., .5.1.41.8. 
gourd, loaded dice, Mer. H ires Win., 1.111.82. 
gout, drop, Mae., 2.i.4G. 

government, self-control, conduct, O/h., 
3.iii.2G0; accordance with musical require- 
menls, Alid. N. Dr., 5.1.123. 
graceful, ble.'r:t with the graces of God, Win. 
Tale, 5.1.171. 

graif. shoot, Kcion, /kr., 5.1,53. 
graft, to insert shoots anti «o to incorporate, 
Mac., 4.111,51. 

grafter, tlic tree from which the shoot for 
gnifting lias been taken, Hen. 5, 3.V.U. 
grain, in grain, tlyed in a colour tliat will not 
wash out, Tw. Nigld, l.y.222; against the 
grain, contrary to inclination. Cor., 2.Hi.230. 
gramercy, expression of thanks, Aler. Fen., 
2.ii.ll0. 

grange, a lonely house in the country, Oth., 
1.1.107. 

grate, to fret, onnoy. Ant. and Cleo., 1.1.18, 
gratulate, gratifying. M. Mcoa,, 5.i.527. 
greasily, indecently, L. Lab. J.AJst, 4.1.130, 
great, great morning, broad day, Trail, and 
Ores., 4.Ui.l; great belly doublet, one BtulTed 
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witJi lining; h^it. FnlstalT provided t.Jie 
Htullinj? Iiirnsolf. //ew. />. .i.vii.4<}. 

Greek, liprfd fellow or weneh, Tw. .-Vo////. 4.K1 7. 
Greensleeves, a l-;iHad tune not tending !<» 
t;odlilies.-, Mvr. irM'fj? irZ/y.. 
grrievance, iiieonvcmcnco, Two Uent. 

Vcr., 1.1.17. 

Crieve> rnrret, T.car, 4.iii..')3. 

BTipe, vti)t/irf*, Litrrrrr, 

errize, .sN-p, Tu\ O/.'/., 1.1ii.*20o. 

groat, fouineiinv jl/rr. iV ires Hi ft., 

ground, tfie thcine in the ha, a over which tiic 
(lesc'oot (u.v.) is roustnu-P.d, so the auhjeel 
to he el«l>on»1e/i, h’/W/. e. .‘hni- lh. 
groundling, ou(‘ who •^lood in l.he yard of the 
tlK'nlre. Me, cheupf'.st part, fl'itn., ‘l.ii.lO. 
guard, triininiug to a ir/iinieut. M. Mrns.. 
:hi.hS; tfftartJfd. ornaiuented.//c/i. H, Prol. HJ. 
rrlrH-atrards, tho Avoineu weai'irig Ihein, 
1 Hni. 4. ;i.i.2:)7. 

gnardaut, proteetor, 1 Urn. 6. I.vii.9. 
guidon, pennant, Ilr/n. f>, 4.ii.<)0. 
guilder, Dnteh <‘oin, hut. for money pre.nerally, 
(^ttrn. h.rr., l.i.H. 

guise, s< yh', rui.'^lorn, 2 //<■//. (». I.iii.40. 
gules, her.airlie nanu* for ‘ red’, //«//<., 2.ii.4r>l. 
gurnet, tlsh with I/m-kc hearl. 1 Urn. 4, 4.ii.l2. 
gust, taste. *S’o>/., lit. II. 
gyves, feflcrs, limn., 4.vii,2t. 

h, svr ar he, Mnrh Ado, .‘hiv. tS. 
habiliments, eo.stnrne, Tam. Shrew, 't.iii.lPO. 
habit, costume, (smnetiines ('omhined with id<‘a 
of corresponding) deiiieunour, As You Like, 
:hii.27th 

habited, dresseri, Tiins, 2.iii.57. 

habitude, nature, J^tr. ('om/i.. 111. 

hack, of doubtful meumng, ITVrr^’ TVin.» 

hackney, promiscuous w'onch, L. T.ab. Lo.sf, 

haggard, wild fernnle liawk in t.rtiiuing, Tam. 
Shrew, 4.i.l77; .so as ndj., of vOman dl.s* 
f)hec!i<‘ut or unfaithful, (dfi., .'hiii.2<>4. 
haggled, with nmny wounds, Veit. I.vi.ll. 
hair, auainsl the //«/>, e<'Utrury to natr.re, 
'I'ritil. and Cres., l.li.27; rciir.<er's hoir. 
supposed to eoinc to life in water, -*!/»/. and 
Vlen., l.ii.lHT. 

halberd, axe lihe weapon with long handle, 
Vicf>. :L l.ii.4o, 

halcyon (from llaleyone, changed wit.li Iier 
husband Ceyx to a type of kingtisjier: their 
breeding sf asion in winter was sii]>posed to l/c 
favoured with tine \v<'ailier) calm, hnpT>y. 

1 lien, h, l.ii.lUl; a dearl kiiigllsher if hung 
up was .suppo.yed to act as a vveather-ec/ok. 
TA'ar, 2.i}.7.‘:5. 

half-cheek'd, api/lied lo incrnicient or deficient 
1/it, Tam. Shrew, 

haif'faced. thin faced (like tlie profile on the 
groat, a thin coin), John, l.i.Ihi; half seen, 

2 lien. (1, 4.i.l)S. 

hah sword, most closely engaged, 1 lien. 4, 
2.iv.ir>7. 

halidom, holidame, an oath (on holy relies) 
reduced by ShukesT/can.-’s lime to a mere 
assorvation, Two Ycr., l.ii.MlI. 

Hallowmas, let Nov. (All Kanits’ Day), 
Uirh. 2, 5.i..S0. 

hand fast, mnrrlago contract, C/zm., I.v.78. 
handsaw fdiahict torni of ‘ lieromshaw *) heron, 
Hum. 2.il.:i7,'/. 

hangers, strains supporting scabbard. Ham., 
r/.ii.l51. 

harbinger, forerunner, Tlam., I.i.l22. 

Harry ten shillings, ha If'.sovereign coined in 
reign of Henry VII, 2 Urn. 4, 3.ii.2Hj. 
hatchment, tablet showing the coat of arms 
of the deceased, JTani., 4.v.2i0. 
haught, baugl/ty, 3 Urn. G, 2.i.l(/0, 
haughty, ambitious, IHch. 3, 4.ji.37. 
havoc, general slauglttcr, Jnl. Cass., 3.1.274; 


Cor., 3.].27r>; cncf< on ha roc, the heap of ; lain 
speak'^ <if :.i) indiseriminate slaugiiter. Ham., 

hay (i) borne thrust in fem-ing, Jhmt. and JuL, 
2.iv.2G; -Ji) eiium.ry duii<M.\ L. Lah. JaisI, 

:t \.\M. 

ha7ard, gtiUKi with die.(‘, lien. 5. Ibvii.HM; risk, 
(/or.. 2.i!i.2.'>3', tei-pi from tr-nnls indicating a 
.seining '.tioUe. //I'e. !.j/.2II3. 

head, mu.^lcr <-1 men, usualiy soldiers; rioters 
at Van/., 1 

headland, part of held left, for convcMUcnci* of 
wiaking, unjdoL'glied till t lie \ ery end, 2 I Jett. 

4 , 

hebona H-’olio reads hrhenoti) a poi-^oii (rierlinps 
heiiban**.. although f Ixtc Hcerns some reference 
fo client ), Tlam.. I.v.(i2. 

Heca te ► d IV in i t y o f c 1 ass ica I anl i • I ui 1 y, a ssocia t ('d 
with ghost world and vvorsJiipj/cd m triform 
shape ol cro^s road-'; (rifilr llc.ealc, j>s ( \nthia 
in licjivcn. Diana on car'll, and i’l'oserpmo 
in hill. Mid. ;V. Dr., .'i.i.MT:!. 
hectic, continuous fmiT. 11 am., l.iij.GC. 
hedge-pig, h<‘ilgchog. Mac., 4.i.2. 
heft. 1 caving, 1)'/'//, Tale. 2.i.-la. 
hemp-seed, distined for the hangman’s 
luMMpen nipe, 2 Jlen. 1, 2.i.r)G. 
hent, grasp, or i/os'-ibly occa.‘‘'ion (liint), Tlam., 

herbs of grace, rue. Uam.. 4,v.l70. 

Hercules, <a>d his toad, tlic sign hung outside 
the (Jlolic Th<‘alic showed llerctilc.s carrying 
the world on his slKUild'Ts, Uam.. 2.ii.3a7. 
Herod, oul-hcrods Uctod, to over’act evt'U more 
than tiic ranting character of Herod in the 
Miracle plays, Uam., li.ii.Ml. 
best, command, L. hah. htsi, .'i.ii.Gf). 
hide fojf, warning in game of hide-and-seek, 

Uam., l.ii.'jlh 

high and low, dice loaded to throw high or 
low nuinhcr-'.;, Mer. H ires H'iti., 1.111.83. 
hight, named, ly. Lnh. Lost, I.i.lGH. 
hind, female deer. As you Ltle. M.ii.DI. 
hint (.sometimes spelt ‘bent’ as at Oih, (Ql) 
l.iii.M2). oeeasioM. Tern., l.jl.134. 
hipped, lame owing lo injury to hip-hone, 
Tam. Shrew, 3.ii.'IG. 

Hiren, pun on ‘ iron ’ and ITyrin (Irene) a 
charaeter in a i»lay hy Pe-elc, 2 lien, 4, S.iv.lGO. 
{hive, straw hat. Lor. Vomp., 8. 
hoar, whitish, Uam,, l.vii.lGS. 

Hobbididence (with Dbidient, Malm, Modo, 
Flihbenligibhi^t). ficnils, Trar, l.i.Gl. 
hoby-horse. ‘the !lgur*e of a liorso ’ fastened 
rournl the waist of a inorri.s dancer; tho 
anlie.s of this t>artieular charaeter in tho 
dance were. olTerisive to the I’uiiion.s, and tiro 
part earne to he omitted, Uam., 3.ij.l30; a 
loose clrai’neter, L. Lah. Jjt.sf, 3.i.27. 
holding, eonsi.stency. AU'.s HV;/, 4.ii.27; 

i lionis of song. .hit. and Clco., 2.vii.lOU. 
holidame, sec halidom. 

holy-ale (a coinage, l/y analogy witli * elmreh- 
alo*, to rhyme with ‘festival the text has 
* holy da yes ’). festivity. Ver., \ .(foHcr.to 
holy-rood day, I4ih ,Sei>t., tho ft^ast of tho 
Holy ( I’oss. I Hen. 4, I.l.;'i2. 
holy thistle, see Cardiius Henedietus. 
honey stalks, e)ov(>r stalks, Titn.s, l.iv.Ol. 
honorificabiUtirdinitatibus, stock example of 
long word, /^. Lidt. Lost, ,0.1..37. 
hood, lo blindfold liawk (when unbooded It 
bates). Hen. 5, :i.vir.l08. 
hoodman blind, hliuil-mnn’S'bnlT, Uam., 
3,iv.77. 

hom-book, sboet, containing alphabet, etc. 
for cliil/ircn, protected with trarisi>arent 
covei’ing of Irorn, /#. lAfh. TsH, S.i. ll. 
horologe, clock, Ofh., 2.iii.l22. 
hose, includes various tyT»es of breoebofl and 
clothing (ri.ot stockings) for the lower limbs, 
1 Urn. 4. 2.iv.208. 
howlet, owl, Mac., 4.i.17. 
hox, bainstriiig, IVin. Tale, l.ii.244. 
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hoy, ff^rry, small vessel. Com. Krr.. 
hue:g:er mugrerer. secicUy and wnhout due 
Ham.. i.v.Sl. 

hull, to furl Wills and drift with the tido, Tw. 
j\iuht. l.v.liH; 60 of the mind. Hen, 8. 
2.iv.l99, 

bumorous, liuruid, Iwm. and Jut., 2.1.31. 
liumour, eorro-sjMWjdirjU' to ibo fdnir elements 
(eaiih, air, lire, water) were tbo lour 
liiminiirs—black bile, bloorl, bile, phle.^m. 
Aceortlifi}^ as oue or other luvdoroinatrd in h 
man's nystem so his teinjaa'anient wa- 
eholeric or f>hleMrnmt.ie or mejMuc-lioly. and 
his eomnh'xion in keepinj;. The U'rm wa- 
overworked. and parodied in Nyiu’s use of it, 
e.cr. Mer, mriM il’in., ].i.l20. 
hunts-up, Horn? to rouse hunters, wariiiug of 
daybix^ak. Korn, and JuL, 3.v.34. 
hurricano, waU,u“si>out Lear. 3.ii.2. 

Hydi'a, mauy-headctl monster, (Jth., 2.111.29.5. 
Bymen, whoso prosouro was invoked at G’XK'ik 
man iuires, so regarded os srod of marriage; the 
torch was one oC his syinhoJs, Tern.. 4.1.23. 
hyperbole, figure ot speoeh characlerised by 
ex-iiggeration. L, tjab. Ijont. 5,11.407. 
Hyperion, god of the sun. Ham., I.ii.140. 
Hyrcania, south-east shore or Caspian stvi; 
regarded as wild country and homo of savage 
beasts; /A’ Hj/rcanian inast. the liger. Ham., 
2.ih444. (Virgil mem ions tigem of Jlyitxinia.) 
hysterica passio, hysteria. Lear, 2.iv.56. 


Icarus, son of Daedalus; father and son 
iinT>ri.soiicd hy Mino.s of Oetc escaped by 
using artil.cial wmg.s; Icarus flew too near 
the sun, the wax of his wings melted and he 
fell into the Aegean f'ca. 3 fh a. 0, 5.vi.2l. 
ice-brook, as giving (he kceuest temper to the 
sword-hiade, (Hd.. 5.ii.250. 

Iceland dos, typo of pet dog. used in derisiou 
at Hen. 5, 2.i.40, 
idea, image, Hwh. 3, S.vil.l.h 
Ides, of March, lAt.h Mandi, JvL Ca.es.. l.li.18. 
ignominy, ienomy. disgrace, Troil. and Cres., 

>>, X • t-i «J, 

illness, mthlessnos.'a, Mac., l.v.17. 
ill-temp€ir’d, the hiiirnmrs being badly ini:xed, 
,Jut. Cars., 4.iii.J14 humour), 
illustrious, dim Diot lustrous), Cipn., l.vi.108. 
ima^nary, imaginative. Hen. 5,7'ro7.1S. 
imbar, to defend. Hen. 5. I.it.y4. 
imbrue, cover with hiood, Mid. N. Dr.„ 5.i.335. 
immanity, inhumanity, 1 Hm. (J, 5.1.13. 
immediately, for that purlicuiur case, Alid. 
A. JJr., l.i.46. 

imminence, threaten’d evil, 2'roil. and Cres., 
.5.x. 13, 

ixnmoment, of no moment. Ant. and Cleo., 
5.ii.l 1>.5. 

immures, walled confine, Troil. and Cres-t 
iToh, 8. 


impale, empale, encircle, Trail, and Cres.. 
5.vii.5. 

impasted, made into a crust, Tlam., 2.ii.453. 
impeach, charge, gix)uud of qtie.si ion, 3 lien. U, 
l.iv.db. 

impeachment, interference. Hen. 5, 3.vi.137; 
h»sH, 7 'mv (rent. Ver., I.iii.l5. 

impertinency, impertinent, what is beside 
llic point. Lear, 4.vi.l75; 2'em., l.ii.138. 
impeticos nonscase formation by fool, Tw. 
2.iii.25. 

impitious, relentless and impetuous, IJam., 


Implorator, one who hogs. Ham., ].ill. 129. 
impone (Q2 impawn) to stake. Ham., .5.ii.l46. 
importance, importunity, Tw. A’5.1,360. 
important, importunate. Lcor, 4-iv.2h. 
importune, require. M. Mms., I.i.d7. 
imposition, charge, M. Mens.. ).ii.l82. 
imposthume, septic swelling, so gathering of 
unhealthy features in body politic, Ham.. 
4. V.27. 

izixprese, doTioe, family crest, Rick. 2, 3.1,25. 


Impress, call up or levy for war. Mac., 4.1.95, 
impugn, question the procxiss, Mer. Ven.. 
4.1.1 74, 

imputation, prestige. Troil. and Cres. l,ili.339. 
incapable, unabio to realise. Ham., 4.vh. 179; 

heyomi the capaciry, Cor.. 4.vi.l21. 
incarnadine, dye red. Mac.. 2.ii.h2. 
incarnate, in human form. Hen. .5, 2.lii.32. 
incarnation am, similar formations used of 
the devil arc comic versi. ns of ‘ iiicarnale*, 
Mer. I’en., 2.ii.23. 
inch, islet. Mar. 
jacome, arrival, Liurcce, 331, 
incomprehensible , beyond all tiounds, 1 Hen. 
4, 1.11.179. 

incontinent, at ont*o (with pun on tiormal 
seiisi'). .4s Vou Like, 5.U.30. 
incony, tine, L.Lah. /ms(, 3.1.128. 
incorporate, bound up together. Cor., l.i,l2S. 
indent, to zigzag. I'en. and Ad., 704; (from 
Zigzag tear on matching halves of agreemeut) 
make a pact with, I Hen. 4, i.iii.HT. 
inde:;, cutalogin; of eoiiLents of work, so 
indication of what is Ui fonow. Ham., 3.iv.52. 
indigested, iinshapcd. 3 Hen. «, a.vi.Sl. 
indi^, unworth.s, Oih.. l.iii.273. 
indirect, trciutierciH, A,<t }\ja like. I.i.l36. 
^direction, roundabout inia-ess Ham., 2.j.()(J, 
indirectly, ea-nany, I Hen. 4, l.in.OG. 
iudistinsniish'd, boundless. Lear, 4.vi.271. 
individaDte, S<enc indicuUUtic, piece in which 
unity of place is observed. Ham.. 2.11.395. 
induction, first step. I Hen. 4 3.I.2. 
industrious, bkillully presemed, John, 2.i.379. 
industry, skill, 3 Hen. 0. 5.iv.l 1. 
infection, o/ a man, untirn.slicd specimeu, 
Rich. 3, I.I1.7H. 

infer, to produce evidence or reason for some 
eouclusiou or conrHC, litch. 3, 3.vii.I2. 
influence, what f)ovv.s m from the stars and 
ailccta cha.acttu* or desiiuy, M. Meas., 3.i.9. 
inform, to assume material form, Mac., 2.1.48. 
informal, without rcosou, M. Mem., 5,1.234. 
ine:iner, see eiigiaeer. 

ingenious, quick sensitive. Ham., 6.1.242: 

cleverly corithvtMl. Cym., 4.Ji.lS7. 
increniously, ingenuously, 7'imun, 2.11.221. 
inhaMtabie. uninhuhiUilde, Rich. 2, l.i.G5. 
initiate, of u beginner, Mac., 3.iv.l43. 
inkle, tajie, ll'in. Tale, 4.iv.20l; thread. Per,, 
v.rrol.%. 

inland, familiar with good society. As Vou 
Like, 3.ii.322 (inland, near centres of culture), 
insane, realising madness, Ma>\. l.iii.81. 
insinuate, to assume a cordial form of address, 
IRch. 2, 4.1.1U5. 

insisture, ot doubtful nioanJng. Troil. and Cres.. 
l.iii.S?. 

instalment, stall, Mer. Wire,s IVin., 5.v.6f. 
instance, rca.>on, Ham., 3.ii.l77; example, 
proof Ham., 4.V.159: 2 Hen. 4 3.1.1 u3. 
instruction, significance, Oth., 4.1.41. 
intellisrent, informative, comrnuuiaitivo, Lear, 
3.vji.11. 

intentively. with full attention to Uio whole 
story, OUi., 1.hi,1.5.5. 
interess’d, emitk'd, Lear, 1.1.84. 
interest, right, title, I Hen. 4, 3.11.98, 
interlude, an t«,rly type of dramatic entcrtaln- 
lucnt, HO a bit of jday-acting, hear, 5.ili.90. 
intituled, dHiilayed (as in licraidry ), lAicrece, 57, 
intrinse, intrinsicate, intrieatzi, /.cur, 2,ii.7U; 

xint. and Cleo,, 5.ii.302. 

Investments, attire. Ham., I.iii.l2$. 
iterance, ri {>eiit.iorj, (Hh., 5.ii.t53. 

.wis, assuredly. Rich. 3, J.iii.l02. 

Jack, o^ten used to iuaif;ate contempt. Rich. 3, 
i.iu.53; with relereuco U) knave at eardis. 
7 cm.. 4.1.197; figure on clock, R>ch. 3, 4.li.ll8; 
associated with * Jill * as cinunuin name atui 
art iiieaBure of drmk, 7'am. mhrew, 4.1.43: tlie 
keyn ot tno virginal (ttiough the jacks were 
really omy attached to the keys), Hon., 128, 5. 
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Jack-a-lent, dummy sot up at Letit as a cock- 

hliy iVht., 

Jack-an-apes, a monU<'y, Hen. 6, 

vuiU tcilow. All's J) ell, 

jaclf** poor cla^-H of ijoi '^c, 7 atn. Shrew, l.ii.245. 
iaices. j)nvy. />cur. 2.J1.H1. 

launce. o Packuards and torwards on 

Urcs(»mc jnunr*y Ham. atul JuL, 2.v.2(). 
iay, lK‘diz/,ened \^eu^•ll. (Jym., 
leaious, suspKMons, OtJ}., 8.iv.l80; on ffuard 
af^aiiisi, lA'ar, 5,\.hV>. ^ 

ieaAous-nood, r>cihMp8 just Jealous woman 
Roni. and .JtU., 4.IV.1H. 
jealousy, foar. 'I'w. Siukl, 3.iii.8. 
leimct* ifenaet, '^panisti horse, Oih,, 1.1.114: 
yen. and A,l., 200. 

ierk, sharp stroke of wit or whip, L. Udt. fxKst. 
4.iiJ 10. 

jerkin, sleevoicfi*? iaoket worn over douhiet. 
for hard wear often naido of leather, 2 lien. 4, 


2.ii. 10.'). 

jesses* straps on the leps of hawk employed 
in K])ort. (tth., 3.in.205. 
jet, Hirnt, Cyni., 3.in.5; (Jut) Intrude upon. 
/'itus. 2.1.04. 

jig, brisk d‘».uce, Mnrh Afin, 2.i.fi2; custornury 
after-picoe with dancing to a play, Ham. 


2.11.404. 

Jili, sec Jack. 

Jockey, lamiiiar form of Jack or John, Rich. 3. 

5.ni.;-^n4. 


joint-rinfT, gininuil-ntur, in two or more part.s, 
nth., t.ui.Tl b>‘rc fiiinn.al-hit). 
joint-stool (J«>in% Uun'd-l stool curefully 
carpeutor'd, taan. and JuL, I.v.5. 
jortian, chamber pot, i Hen. 4. 2.1.18. 
ipurnai, iiujl> . C //m., J.ii.lO. 

Jovial, star, J tpiltr’s puuict which conferred 
on lho.rc wi.o wi'n* bom when u. was m lb'- 
aRceudant. a Jovial namtv, Cunt., 5.»v.ic5. 
jowl, t(* tla.sb, Ham.. h.i.Hi. 

Judas, trudliion gave him rod hair. An Vou 
Like. .3,lv.7. 

Jug, shortiuied fonn of Joan, Lear, !.tv.224. 
jump, notm, ttni'ard, Ant. and Cleo., 3.vni,(); 
rerh, to ri'^k, Mac., l.vii.r; adverb, piecisely. 
Ham., 1.1.05. 

lutty, projection, .Mac., l.vi.tJ; verb, overhang. 
Hen. 5, H.i.13. 

juvenaJ, youth, L. Ladt. Lost, l.li.S. 


knot-fH'ass, a weed thouglit to check the 
growth of o.rnrrmlR, so deriHivoly at Mid. 
iV. /M, 3.11.329. 

knotted, rHnmm-knoiud, elaborately laid out, 
L. Lab. lA^fl, 1.1.239. 

label, tag to a document to take tho Real, 
lirm. and JuL, 1.1..57. 

labras, lips (labra). Mcr. ii tres Jfln., 1.1.147. 
iacc, to trim a earn,cut wim. Much Ada, 
3.iv. 18; »hr(!ad, Htnuk. H<m. and JuL, 3.V.S, 
Ljc-dtnuUon.viiWvtAwaa, I uu (Jent. Per., I.i.ba. 
lackey, to tolJow the moveincrji.s of the tide 
as a footman his ina.ster. Am. and Cleu., l,iv.4G. 
lade, cmpiy by hulling, 3 iltat. i5, 3.ii.];v.). 
lady-smock, dower. L. Lab. Utst, 5.ii,882. 
las, siiggi’sujd f,»r ■ legge ‘ in Folio as mcamng 
lowest class of people, Timon, .‘hvi.SO. 

'lag, late; Lao of, inter tlmri, Ixar, l.iJ.U. 
Laounas-tide. ist August. Horn, and Jut., 
i. 111 .Ill; lAunnias Fae, day before Lammas, 
Ram. end Jul., I.iii.18. 

lampass, disease ot tiorses, Tain. Shrew, 3.ii.4.S. 
iAndrakers, thivves, i Hen. 4, 2.i.7l. 
tank, to .shrink. Ant. ami Clea.. l.iv.71. 
lantern, a vaulted churnher in u turret, Royn, 
and Jul., 5 ii.i.84. 

Jap, to wrai». ('’om... 5.V..360; invit'd in prtAtf, 
clml U.S in impenetrable armour, l.lj.55. 

Lapland, regarded as the liannt ol wilclu s and 
soreerers. Cam. Lrr., 4.ifi.n. 
lap.se, lap.A’ff. arrested, Tw. Xioht, 3.iii.3G; 
laps'd in time and passion, having allowed 
passion t/o fad off and lime to pass idly. 
Ham.. :Liv.I07. 

lai‘d, to fatten, enrich, Tinwn, 4.iU.12; to 
(M'ver Ham., 4.v,.‘{G. 

ia ch, to eatch. Mn/ 4.>1.195; to w’ound, 
fA'ar, 2.1.52: to fomdi. Mid. .V. Dr., 3.11.3G. 
lath, (tanner of lath, ot wood, 7'w;. .\i(jhf, 4.ii.r22; 

so sarctasiieuiiy or real weaiion, U'ltus, 2.i.41. 
iatten, an alloy like hiusp, Mer. IFires IFia., 

I.i-MG. 

lattice, red lattice, indicated ale-house, 2 Ucn. 4, 
2.M.7G. 

laud, hymn. Ham., 4.vii.l78. 
lauud, elearing in forest. 3 Hen. 6, 3.1.2. 
lavolt, lavolta, lively dance. Hen. 5. 3.v.33. 
law-tl. y, inciting of court OUi.. J.iii.l l l. 
lazar, a leper or an alllictcd person, Ham., 
1.V.72. 


kam, contrary, Cor., 3.i.304. 
kecksy, heimoek-iiko weed, flen. 5, 5.1i.52. 
keech, roll of fat; of butcher’s wife, 2 Hen. 4 
2.1.90; of buteher'.s sou. Hen, 8, 1.1.65. 
keel, cool, keep pot from boning over, L. TaxIi. 
lAUft, ,5.ii.»07. 

ken, mnge ot vision, 2 Hen. 4, 4.1.151. 
Kendal creen, course (rioth inudo in West- 
morlaiid, I Hen. 4. 2.1V.215. 
kennel, channel, gutU'r, 2 Hen, fi. 4.1.71. 
kem, light arniod Irish soldier, Rich, 2. 2.1.150. 
kernel, seed, pip, AlVs Well, 2.iii.2.53. 
kersey, coarse woollen cloth, L. Lab. Lost, 
" 5.ii.413. 

ke'';tle, kettle-drum, Ham.. 5.il.207. 
kibe, chilblain on heel. Ham., 5.1.137 (lack of 
ceremony and respect). 

kickshaws, fancy irlHe of food or deportment, 
‘2 Hen. 4, .5.1.27; Tv\ Xiofd. l.iil.108. 
kicky-wlcky, wife, Airs H ell, 2.ili.273. 
kito-hole (doubtful), Mer. fyires H’in., 4,11.48. 
kindle (term u-sed of the litlciing of rabbits) 
born, Foti Like, 3.ii.3l7. 
kindly, according to nature, .\fnch Ado, 4.L7.3; 
aart>rb, according to her kind fwith ironic 
Huguestion 01 kindnc.MF), /.mr, I.v.H. 
kirtle, Rkirt. 2 Hen. 4. 2.iv.2G4. 
kiss, at bo\vl«, baits just touching. Cym.. 2.i.2. 
kisslmf-comfit, comfit for sweclcnirig breath, 
Mer. IFirctf IFin., 5.V.19. 
kite, term exppf'SRlng abhorivnee, JAiar, l.iv.2G2. 
knap, knock ebarply, I^ar. 2,iv.!2l. 
knot, plot to garden. Rich. 2. 3.iv.40. 


leader, camp, All's Well, 3.vi.22. 
ieaping-liouse, brothel, 1 Hen. 4, l.ii.S. 
learn, to leach. Ham. 5.ii.9. 
leash, leash of drawers three tapsters (for 
houmls were three to a hash), 1 Hen. 4, 2,iv.(J, 
leasiniT, lying. Tw. .Mohi, l.v.9i. 
leather-coat, russ<'» aiuuc, 2 Hen. 4. 5.1ii.41. 

leer, complexion, 'Tilus, 4.U.I19; glance, Mcr. 
Hires H’in.. l.i.ii.42. 

lees, sediment in wine. 7'roiL and Cre.s., 4.i.GI. 

leet, court under jui isdiciion of lord of tho 
manor, Tam. Shrew, Ind.ii.SG. 

Lesrion, namo taken hy unclean spirit in 
Mark, v.9. * for vve are many * : so host of 
fiends, Tw. Xiyhf, 3,iv.80. 
legitimation, legitiniacy, John, l.i.243, 
ioiger, ambassador, represent aliv€;, M. Meas., 
3.i.GP; Cym. l.v.HP. 
leman, sweetheart, Tw. Xiyht. 2.iii.24. 
iondings, OJf, off, you lendinys, clothes, as 
superiluitics not given by nature, but lent by 
art, lA>nr. 3.iv.l07. 

Lent, fort-y days fast before Easter, when moat 
was supposed to lie excluded from one's diet, 
2 Hen. 4, 2.jv.335. 

lenten, lemen enierimnmenl, mcfup'c like the 
restricted diet of Lent. Horn., 2.h 311. 
Venvoy, ronciusiou of poem, niurkcd off os 
such by form. L. Lab. Lost, 3.I.GG. 
less (sometimes used in negative or virtual 
negative cxprt?s8ions where meaning is 
‘more’), H'in. Tale, 3.ii.6 4; Cym., l.iv.21; 
BO tesser. Trait, ana Ores., l.i.28. 
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let, uovn, Ucn. 6, 5.11.65; trr5, 

Iirevent, limn., l.iv.Sa. 

Lothe, ‘ the river of oblivion * In tho nndcr- 
worUi; rnoifi Uself in east' on. Lethe wharf, ns 
indifforetit to the past, IJant., 1.V.3U. 
letter, njfcct the letter, employ allitoration. 
L. Lab, Lost, 

lettered, leornetl, /.. Lab. Losi, .5.1.40. 
level, noitn, aim piiniieryl. Hen. 8, 

rerh, aim at, ,lnt. mul tUto., 5.ii.333. 
lewd, of the baser sort. Much Atio, .5.1.3H>. 
lewdster, leelioroud perflon, Mcr. fflres ITiw., 
r).jii.‘31. 

liable, suhjeet to, iiilluoneod by. John, 2.1.490. 
libbard, leopanl. /,. lAih. 5.il..5|.4. 

libel, Ivintr publication. Rich. 3. 1.1.33. 
liberal, t eeoinirifi: the free man or ffcutleinan. 
3 ilen^ 6, l.ii.43; Hf/erul art.‘^, tliose .siiiliible 
for a fftmtleinan. Tent,, l.ii.73; poing beyond 
maniuM’s, gross, .1/rr. Vcn., 2.ii.l7'h 
liberty, lieoneo, 5/. Mejis., l.iii-29; liberties, 
individual’s right.s. Per,, I .ii.l 12, (he Imvoj amt 
and the liberty, cla.ssienl rule and tTcodom from 
those eanon.s of oomi)osition, Ilnni., 2.ii.31»7. 
lief, beloved, 2 Hen. 6, S.i.lOt; had as Iwf, 
would as willingly, flam., 3.ii.3. 
lifter, luin on weight-lifter and thief, Troil. 
and Cres., I.ii.ll2. 

ligrhteu, enlighUm, 2 Ifen. 4. 2.1.187. 
lisrhtnins, liglitening, a rally of the spirit, 
/bjin. and JiiL, 5.iij.90. 

ligrht o’ love, tianoo tiiiio, light wench, Muclt 
Ado, 3.iv.38 and 40. 

lily-liver'd, cowardly. Lear, 2.ii.l5 (see liver), 
limbeck, alenihic f«>r distilling, Mae., I.vii.67. 
limber, not rigid, U fa, Tale, l.ii.47. 

LimbOf Limbo patrum, the unhupti.sed and 
tho virtuou.s pagans were received here after 
death: slang lor prismr I/en. 8, 5.iv.01. 
lime, limed, held, os a bird with birdlime. 
Ham.. 3.iil.(>8; to doctor wane or sack with 
lime, Mer. ii'ivfs IVin., l.iii.M. 
line-grove, grove of limc-tre(^s. Tern,, 
link, torch, I Ifen. 4, 3,iii. 12; material of, 
n.sed as blacking, 7'am. Shren\ 4.i.ll8. 
linsey-woolsey, mixture of flax and W'ool; so 
nniutelligihle riiodley at All's l]'elL 4.1.11, 
linstock, Htafy supporting the mulch witli 
wliicdi the gunner tou<‘hed olf the cannon, 
lien. 6, S.Chor.lili. 

list, strif) of cloth, 7'am, Shrew. 3.ii,64; space 
enclosed for combat, Mar., 3.i.70. 

Uther, yielding. I I/en. Li, 4,vh.21. 
little, pietnre in little, miniature, Ifam., 2.i!,302. 
livelihood, life, amrnul vigour, I'en. and Ad., 26. 
lively, like life 7Hmon. b.i.SO. 

liver, regarded as seat of more violent |>a.«Rions: 
love, courage, anger, 7V. \iaht, l.i.37; As 
Yon Like, 3 .ii. 3 S 7 ; iirers while as milk, of 
cowards, Mer. I er., S.ii.stJ. 
liver-vein, style of a lover, h. Lab. lAtst. 
4,iii.7U. 

liverv, sue my lirery, to take proceedings to 
regain inheritance, Rieh. 2, 2.iii.l29. 
livery, to dres.-itus with ah very. I aw. Vomp.,^Db. 
lockram, c^jitrse kind of linen. Cor., 2.1.199. 
lode-star, guiding-star, Mid. A'. J>r., l.i.I83. 
lodgre. ludij'd, tlaileird, Mae., 4.i..55. 
logsats, little logs of weed thnnvn at mark, 
ilatn., 5.i,!)l). 

London-Stone (tlic cent nil milestone of Roman 
liOndon from which distance.^ were reckoned), 
ambient stone in Cannon Street, 2 Jllcn. C, 
4. Vi. 2. 

long purples, kind of orchis, Ham.. 4.\il.l70. 
long-stan, sixpenny strikers, tho.so who would 
commit robbery with violence for potty sums, 
1 I/en. 4, 2.1.71. 

loo!, luff. Ant. and Cleo., 3.x. 18. 
loon, lown, useless fellow-, Mae., 
looped, full of holes, Lear, 3.iv.31. 
loose, at his very loose, at the moment of 
dtschargo, L. Lab. Lost, 6.11.730. 
lop, smaller branchoe, Hen. 8, 1,11.90, 
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Lord's sake, for the laird's sake, the fortnula in 
w’liich those impri*on(Ml for debt la^gged alms 
of the pas.ser'^ hy. .1/. Meus.. 4.iii,I7. 
Love-in-idi3nes.s. i>ansy. .Mtd. .V. />r., 2.1.168. 
lozel, rastral, 11'///. 7'ale. 2.iii.lU8. 
lubber, imit. Lear, l.iv.sp. 
luce, pike. Mer. JI’/’/v.v li'in., 

Lucina, goddess luesiding over birth, Per., 
3 . 1 . 10 . 

lucre, g»»in. 1 Hen. 6. .5.iv,l 41. 

Lud's town, ].,ondon (Itie name of tho mythical 
King Lud is preservcjd in Ludgate), Cym., 
3.i.32. 

iunc, mad tit, ll'/n. 'Tale, 2.ii.30. 

Lupercal, Roman festival on 1.5tl) Fehrnnry, 
connected with fertility riles, Jnl. Cacs., 
3.ii.9.5. 

lurch, to deprive. Cor., 2,ii.99. 
lure, dummy lord to entice hawk to return, 
7'arn. Shrcir, 4.1.176. 
luxurious, lascivious, Mac., 4.hi.58. 
lym, bloodhound, Lear, 3.vi.GS. 

Macbiavel, regarded ns the type of nilhless 
schemer. 3 Hen. 6, .3.li.l93. 
maculate, spotte.!.. impure L. Lab. 
l.ii.SS: maeulation, impurity, 7'roil. and Cres., 
4.jv.63. 

madrigal, song (tl/ough the ‘ madrigal ’ w-as a 
part-song of a very special type), Mer. if iir.s 
. R ///.. 3.i.l(). 

I maggot-pie. magpie. Mar.. 3.iv.rJ5. 
magmanimous, greut-hearted, 'Troil. and 
Cres.. 2. 1 i.200. 

tmagnitico, Venetian magnate, Mer. Vrn., 
I 3.ii.282. 

I Maid Marian, personage in tlie morris dance, 
I 1 //ca. 4. H.iii.lH. 

I mail, mail'd v/>. shrouded in. 2 Hen. 6, 2.iv.31. 
main, the numl/er nominated before casting 
the dice at the game of hazard, I Hen. 4, 
4.i.47: so main chanec. 2 Hen. 4, 3.i.83. 
.main-course, mainsail. 7'ern., 1.1.33. 
imainly, violently, 1 Hen. 4, 2.lv.l93; strongly, 
i Ham., 4.vh.9. 

I major, your major, major premise in syllogism, 
I 1 Hen. 4. 2.iv.478. 

I make, mate and make, husband and wife, Lear, 
4.1ii.34. 

malapert, presumptuous. Rieh. 3. l.iii.2,5.5, 
imalccntent, disgiuntied, 3 Hen. 6, r.i.io. 
{malignant, inaligvant. stars, exerling evil 
j influence, 1 Hett. 6, l.v.O. 
imalkin, slut. Cor., 2.1.198, 

(mallard, a wild dr-?ke. Ant. and Cleo., 3.x.20. 
imalmsey, sweet wine, Rirh. 3, J.iv,l,52. 

I malt-horse, biewcr’s drny-hoi.se, 'Tam. ffJirew, 
\ l.i.ll3. 

I malt-worm, boozer, 2 Hen. 4, 2.iv.322. 
mammer, stammer, besilate, i)th., 3.hi. 71. 
mammet, dull. Rom. and Jnl., 3.V.1H.5. 

1 mammock, pull in pieces. Cor., l.iii.tjo. 
man, (i) to (irovisle a man-servant,. 2 Hen. 4. 
1.ii.l5; (li) to tamo a hawk, 'Tam. Shrew, 
4.1.177. 

manage, training or handling of a lioree. 
Hen. 8. 5.iii,21; L. Lab. lAtHi, .5.ii.482. 
mandragora, mandrake, a narcotic, Olh., 
3.hi.334; Art. and Cfeo,, |.v,4; tlie root was 
thought to resemide the shaiie of a man and 
shriek when torn from tho eoith, Rom. and 
Jnl., 4.ih.47. 

manner, the stolen article w-lien found on tho 
* thief, so c'aught in 11 h» act, I Hen. 4, 2.iv.306; 
I L. Lab. Lost, 1.1.199 iwhere the company of 
I n woman vva.s the nnlavvfiil possession), 
Imansioury, abode, Mae., l.vl,5. 

I mantle, scum on fct agnant water, Lear, 3.iv.l31# 
mappery, mere slalT-wwk, 'Troil. and Crea.t 
l.iii.205. 

marches, tho English districts adjacent to 
Scotland and Wales, Hen. 5, l.ii.14U. 
marchpane, a sweetmeat like marzipan, Rom, 
and JuL, l.v.7. 
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marf^ent. rrinr^in of book, L. iMh. 5.Ji.K; 

(‘omiueiiinry oi explanaliou wnLten in mari?:n. 
Ham., 

mark, a «nni ot monoy (not a coin) value 
138. 4<1.. Hen. 8. ;>.ul70. 
marmoset, monkey, 7>m., 2.ii.l60. 
Martin, saint Martin's summer, snpposrd to 
run irotn al)ont 23r(l Oct. to lltli Nov.. 
St. Martin’s day, 1 ///■«. b, 

Martlemas, Mnrttnnuis, iitb Nov.; anln»al‘" 
ttiMt. ..'(HIUI not !)c f»*d tliroii^h the winter 
were killt'd at. tliin s'-itson. :: Hen. 4, 2.ii.;LS. 
martiet, hoiHO martin, swailnw, Mae.. ).vi,4. 
mar.v-bud, manK-md bnd. C.nm.. V.<ii.23. 
mast, acorns, food for swine, Timnn. 4.iii.417. 
mastic, na-anin;; don hi fid, perhaps ceU8oriotj.< 
ami (tris., I,iii.73. 

mate, outwit. 2 Hen. 6. 3.1.285; bewilder, 
Mar\, i.i.Tn. 

maiTj^re, in spite of, Tw. Nmht, 3.i.M8. 
maund, Iraskct, Ij'V. Comp., 30. 
mazard, head, Ham.. ,0.i.87. 
meacock, lechJc. coward y Tam. Shrew, 2.i.305. 
meal, -tain. M. Mens., l.ii.Ty. 
maau, nnd<ile part, uuror or alto, L. ImU. TAtsi. 
.*».ii.3',.os; simrer of t«nch u part, It'tn. Tale 

mechanic, manual worker, Cor., 5.lil.83. 
medicine, ol chemical preparaLion.s otlicr 
than medicinal, OtU., l.ih.Ol; that qretn 
meti'eine. the oltxir of life or nldicniistv 
stone that turned all to ^rrld, so fiiTurativcly 
at Ant. and Ctco., l.v.30; the physician, 
Mac., 5.ii.27. 

meed, merit, 3 ficn. 0. 2.i.30. 
meetly, nor had. Ant. amt cieo., I.jii.81. 
melny. train, company, L<«r, 2.ii?.3l. 
melancholy, of various kinds, see As l ou Like. 
4.1,Id. 

memorize, make memorahic, Mac.. l.li.4I. 
mercatante, merchant., Tam. Shrew, 4.ii.03. 
Mercury, nics.icnf?cr of the ^rods, so nwsMuificr, 
Mer. It irr.** fl in., 2.ii.72; ouiron of rof^ucs 
and cheats, H'm. 'late, 4.iii.25, 
mere, eorniilctc, uhsointc, Mer. fCircs Win.. 
4.v.'i8. 

mess, four, n^ual number in «ul)*divisiona of 
company at baruiuct. /^. Lah. Lost., 4.iii.203. 
metaphysical, supernatural, Mac., l.v.20. 
metC, nu;asurc. 2 Hen. 4, 4.iv,77; mete-yard, 
irK’fiMirinf? atiek. Tam. Shrew. 4.hi.HU; aim 
a*. L. tAib. Losi. 4.1.125. 
methegriin, Kpirred drink. L. Lab. Lost, 5.ii.233. 
mew, shut up, Mid. .V. Dr.. 1 i.71, 
micher, truant, I Hen. 4, 2.iv,3yo, 
michingr mallecho, Hknlkinpr mwchiof 
(‘ tnadccho ' a tSpanish word for * evil deed ’), 
Ham., 3.iiJ32. 

mifirht, miyht not inerit, the intention not the 
perlorinanee. Mid. V. /*r., 5.i.W2. 
milch, usi'd of wa.*eT)iii|cr, Ham., 2.ii,511. 
Mile-end, Oreen. where train-bands drilled, 
2 Hen. 4. 3.ii.271. 

milk-liver'd, cowardly. Jjcar, 4.ii.5(). 
milliner, vendor of gloves, hats, etc., l f/cn. 4, 
l.jii.ai), 

mill-sispence, iniiled CMiin, not hammered oi- 
older |)icceH, AJer. ll'ires Win., 1,1.13U. 
mineral, poison, Oth., 2.i.2UI. 
minikin, trim and h^at, /.ear, 3.vi.43. 
minimus, of smullcst bi/e, Mid. N, Dr,, 
3.11.3211. 

minute-jacks, creoturt'a ot the minute, or 
busy about nothinpr. Tunon, 3.vi.U7. 
minutely, every minute, Mac., f».il.l8. 
mirabic, wondcrlul. Trail, and Vres., 4.V.142. 
Misauthropos, the hater of mankind, Timon, 
4.ill.52. 

missfrafied, unsuitably mated, Mid. N, Dr. 
1.i.l37. 

misprision (1) undervaluinpr, eeorninp:, AlVs 
llV'//yo2.111.160; (11) mistaking, Alid, N, Dr.. 

missive, mesgenger, Atac., 1.y.5. 


mistress, at mime of bowlH, the jack, Ttml, 
onti ('res., 3.11.48, 
mobled, nmllhui. Ham., 2.ii.4Ul). 
model, plan, 2 Hen. 4, l.ht.42; copy. Ham., 
. 5 .U.. 50 ; inji>''"rfcct manifestation of. Hen.. 5, 

modern, ‘udmary- eommonphicc. As Von Lil.e, 
2.vii.l5(>; modern yracc, common uttracti<»n.s, 
Atrs Well, .5.01.214. 

modest, reasonahlc, Tw, Niuht, l.v.lOU. 
module, cofiy. J//'.S' Well. 4.iii.UI. 
moidwarp, mole. 1 Hem. 4. 3.1.HU. 
mome, dolt, Ctrm. Hr''.. 3.j.32. 

Monarcho, title a.ssumcd iiy mad Italian a.s 
eiTincr<»r ol tin! world, so of tho.so with .siurh 
notions, / . /v/A-. Lr.tt. l.uU2. 

Monmouth cap, commonly worn by sohlicT.s 
and .‘-ajlov;.’. Hen. 5, t.vil.UT. 
monstruosity. tnc great ‘snag’, Troil. ami 

montant, tcncinpr term for particular tiinist, 
Mer. ll’ires H in., 2.lit.2.5. 
monumental, rniy, a rnomento from l!ie 
,*oK-c.s.-or‘s anccHt.<u’s. !//'.< Welt, 4.iii.l8. 
moonish, tickic. A.y I'oa lake, 3.ii.37l5. 

Moor Ditch, metandioLy o/ Mi*t>r Ddrh. or/ca- 
sioncil hy the smell of the ditch, (‘8f*{'(‘iul!y 
when being i'icsincil out, 1 Hen. 4, l.ij.78. 
mop. RTiinacc, Tam.. 4.1.4 7. 
mope, watui'^*r in body or mind, Tern., .5.i.2iO; 
Ham., 3.iv.«l. 

Morisco, a UK.u-ris-danccr (fiuppo.scd of Moorish 
oriirm), 2 He.n. 8, 3.i.:W}5. 
morris, morris-dance, costumo dance of 
fantastic kind; cluiractcr.s in» hided Ilohin 
Jio<Kl. Maid Mari.'in, .HTs Welt, 2.ij.23; 
Hen. 5, 2.iv 25 holiby horse); nine men's 
morris, a game played on ««iuarcs cut in the 
inrf. Mid. M. Dr., 2.i.U8. 
mort, the nf*ic on the horn that annoutures 
tlic death of the dc.t'r, ir?/o '/'ate, 
mortise, hold ihe mortise, remain with timbcrit} 
uniooscno<}, Oth., 2.).U, 

mose, in the dtine, of horpes, glanders, Tam. 

Shrew. 3.ii.48. 
mot, motto, Lnrrere, 830. 
mother, bysicria, /.ear, 2.iv.55. 
motion, puiU'Ct-shaw. If in. Tale, 'l.iii.OI. 
motley, fool'.s paiticolourcd co.-tutne, /kwr, 
l.iv.14.5; one who plays the f joi, Non., 110, 2, 
mould, earth, //en. 5, 3.U.21. 
moulteu, having moulted, 1 //en. 4, .3,1,152. 
mountebank, to gain by false statcmenls. 
Cor., 3.ii.l32. 

mouse, to seize iu tlie jaws and rend, John, 
2.!.354. 

mow, grimace. I/am.. 2.ii.3C0. 
muniments, (h huices, implements. Cor., l.j.l IC. 
murdering-piece, small camion for grape- 
shot. Ham.. 4.v.5)2. 
mure, wall. 2 Hen. 4. 4.lv.no. 
murrain, plague. Trail, amt Cres. 2.1.10. 
muscadel, strong sweet wine, 'Tam. shrew, 
a.11.108 

musit, gaps through which bare runs when 
hunted, Ven. and AJ., 083. 
musk, stjcrctiou from musk-deer, Aler. irirc^ 
li’in., 2.ii.00. 

musk-cat, mnsk-dccr. All's Well. .^.ihlO. 
muss, a eerumhle, Ant. and (Hco., 3.xi;i.01. 
mutinc, verb, to rebel, Ham. 3.iv.83; noun, 
mulineer, Ham., a.ii.O. 

mutiny, verb, csotitend, Ant, ami Cho,, 3,xi,13; 

noini, dispute, L. Lat>. Lost. I.i.l07. 
mutual, common (as in ‘ Our Mutual Friend *), 
Mer. Ven., 6.i.77. 

mutuRJity, exchange (of inf ima(‘y), Olh. 2.i.250. 
mynheers (suggc.ytcd for * Anhcire.s *), sirs, 
M<r. ICives Il ia.. 2,i.10G. 

Myrmidon, the yreat Myrmidon, Achilles whoso 
lollowcrs were tJie Myrnudons, 'TroU. and Vres.. 
l.i;i,378. 

mystery, craft-, calling, M. Aleae., 4.ii.25; 
Timon, i.iii.452. 
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naili ntieo^^ure of lenjyth for cloth, one-sixteenth 
of ft Tam. HJtrrw, 4.ili.l08. 

naked, unarmed, 0th., 5.ii.2tir, nake4 bed, 
naked, as was the habit, in bed, Ven. and Ad., 
:i\n. 

oapless, threadbare. Cor., 2.1.224 (the candi¬ 
dates really wore whilcued garments to look 
as fine ns possible; North’s mistranslation 
liere inisled vSliakes))eare). 
nave, huh of wheel, //ma., 2.ii.4U0, 
nayward, opposite belief. If'jn. y'ale, 2,i.C4. 
nayword* byuoj*d 7 ’m\ NU/ht, 2.hi.127; pass¬ 
word. Alcr. IVivtis Jf'hi., 

Nazaxite, of Nazareth, mer. I'en,, l.iii.30 (the 
terni ‘ Nnzarerie ’ was introducod by the 
Authorized V^ersion of KU 1). 
neat, ftst. 2 f/en. 4, 2.iv.l7t>. 

Neapolitan, bont-achc, venereal disease, Troil. 
and ('rrs., 2.ili.l7. 

near-legrg:ed, bejore, fore legs close, Tam. 
Shreu', 3.1 i.52. 

neat, auinuii, ox, cow, calf, Win. Tal^, l.ii.12.5; 

neaVfi leather, shoe leather, Jut. Vaes., l.i.26. 
neb, mouth, Win. Talc, l.ii.]«3. 
neeze. sneeze, Mid. A', Dr., 2.1.56. 
nephew, a relation—cousin, etc., 1 Hen. 6. 
2.V.64. 

Nereides, sca-nymi»bfl, fifty daughters of 
Nereus, AnL and (flco., 2.ii.210. 
nether-stocks, Ktoekings, l Hen. 4, 2.1v.ll1; 

iViHHicn nrfh(r-,<fo(kft, the storikH, Lear, 2.iv.i0. 
nice, coy, shy, rnarmtTly, fastidious, AIVh Well, 
.5.1.15; nice nrnchefi, those attecting shyness, 
wantons, L. Lab. Lod, 3.i.2(h 
nicely, subtly, ingeniously, Hich, 2, 2,1.84. 
niceness, rchcrve, Vum., 3.iv,l51. 

Nicholas, Saint, patron saint, of boys and 
sclndars, 7'tw Gent. I'er., 3.1.292; A?ar/i/ 
AictuiUui' clerks, highway robbers, J Hen, 4, 
2.i.60. 

nick, ont of all nick, beyond reckoning (nicks 
used on sticks to keep reckoning). Two Gcnl. 
Vcr., 4-ii.73; in Ihc nick, at the appropriate 
time (to eettJo tiie hill), Oth.. 5.ii.320. 
niightgown, dressing-gown, Mac., 2.ii.70. 
nimble-pixiion'd, suitt winged, Itom. and JuL, 

2. V.7. 

noble, a gold coin worth 68. 8d., 7G'ch, 2, 1.1.88: 

the arisioeratic party, Cor., 3.i.29. 
noise, often applied to musical .soumts, Ant. and 
ClcA)., 4.iii.T2, the men who make the noise, 
the band, 2 Hen. 4, 2.iv.n. 
nole. head, Mid. N. Hr., 3.ii.l7, 
nonce, for this particulai* piu‘i>osc or occasion. 
Ham., 4.\li.H'A). 

non-come, Dogberry’s term is of doubtful 
meaning, Aluch Ado, 3.V.57. 
nonpatreil, wiiliout an equal, Tw, Ni'jht, 

1. V.238. 

nook-shotten, all corners and angles, Hen. 5, 

3. V.14. 

nose-herb, scented plant, AlVs Well, 4.V.17. 
novum, a game with (iicc, in which throws of 
nine and five were jniportimt, L. JaiIk Umt, 
5.ii.5'ih (tlie five characters were to enact the 
Nine Worthies). 

ntmcio, messenger, Tw, Nujht. l.iv.27. 
nut-hook, beadle, 2 Hen. 1, 5.iv.8. 

O, this vxHxien O, the theatre (perhap.8 Tlie 
<:ilobe). Hen. 5, l.C/a)r.l3; ihij* liUle O, tlie 
globe itself, the earth. Ant. and Cleo., 5.ii.81; 
yen fiery oes and eyes of fiyht, tJie sUirn, Mid. 
N. Dr., 3.ii.l88. 

oathable, that can be trusted to take an oath, 
Tinion. 4.iii.l35. 

ob., abbreviation of * obolus *, a half-penny, 
1 Hen. 4, 2.iv.521. 

obfection, aecnsation, 2 TJen. 6, 1.111.153. 
obliered, obliged faith, pledged, Mer, Fen., 

2. v).7. 

oblivions, causing forgetfulnes.s, Mac,, 6,liL43. 
obloquy, .shame, All's Well, 4.ii.44. 
obsceas, abominable, Rich, 2, 4.1,131« 


obsequious, showing proper duty, M, Mea$„ 2, 
iv.28; duty or Jove for the dead, Ham., l.ii.92. 
observance, oitention requiied l>y respect or 
love. Trail, and Cres., l,iii.31. 
observant, one quick to attend to master’s 
wishes, Lear, 2.ii.9.S. 

observation, ot a rite, Mui. N. Dr., 4.i.lOI; 
of life itself and C4»mpiiance with its require¬ 
ments. John, l.i.20.*4. 

observe, 7'IT observ'd of nil observers, of all 
eourtii'rs the most reverenced, Ham., 3.i.l54. 
obstruct, obstacle. Ant, and Clco., S.vi.OJ, 
obstruction, obstmetkyn in the blood, liJndruace, 
Tw. Nipld, 3.iv.21; cold obslrucfion, deatli, 
whoi'c all that nmkc.s for life is shut off, 
M. Mem., 3.i.120. 

occasion, hnp]»enings, 2 lien, 4, 4.i.72; so au 
opportunity or a reas<»n for sometldrig, he 
married bid his occasion (t-ook the (dtance of 
marriage merely to further his interc‘sts), Ant. 
and Cleo., 2.vi.l27; tjaarrelUng with occasion, 
deliberately misunderstanding the situation, 
Mer. Fen., 3.V.48. 
occulted, hidden. Ham., 3.ii.78. 
occupation, voice, oj occupation, vote of tlio 
inttnuiil worker. Cor., 4.vi.ys. 
occupy, as odious as the word ' occupy \ because 
it was employed largely in an indecent sense 
(e.g. Rom. and Jul , 2.iv.lMJ), 2 He.n. 1, 2.iv.l.3L). 
Od‘s, XXd’s, form of ‘tlod’ in oatlis and exciama- 
tion.s. As you Like, 3.V.43; Oth.. ,5.ii.72. 
oexUades, inviting glances, Mer. Wires Win., 
l.iii.57: Ixar, 4.V.25. 

o'erhoorish'd, decorated outwaiclly, 2'w, 
Night, 3.iv.354. 

o'erparted, given too lUfllcult a part, L. Lab. 
Lo.J. 5.i]..578. 

o’erpicturing^, excelling in beauty what tho 
imagiiwition has pictured, Ant. and Clco,, 
2.ii.2<)4. 

o'er-slzed, besmear’d. Ham., 2.ii.45n. 
o’er-teemed, exhausted with child-bearing. 
Ham., 2.ii.5i)2. 

o’er-wrested, seeming, exaggerated acting. 
Trail, and Ores.. I.iii.l57. 
off-capp*d, stoixl bare-hended, Oth., 1.1.10. 
oihce. function, .service, Rich, 2, 2.11.137; the 
fnuetionary, Ham.. 3,1.73. 

*old, wold, tjcar, 3.iv.ll8. 
old, extreme (in some form), Tam, Shrew, 
H.ii.31; Mac., 2.ill.2; 

oneyer, meaning doubtful, 1 Ifen, 4, 2.i.74. 
operant, active. Hum., 3.ii.J0J>. 
opposite, adversary. Tw. Niyhl, 3.iv.255. 
opposition, .single oppositions, single combats, 
Cf/m., 

oppuenancy, discord, TnriL and Ores,, l.iii.lll. 
orb, cij'cie, Mid. A'. Dr., 2.i.9 (fairy rings!; the 
circle or siihere in which the planets' were 
8U{>posed to move, Rom. and ,iul„ 2.ii.ll(). 
ordinance, what has been ordained in the past 
or i.M ordained for the future, Jul. Cars., 
l.iii.66: Cym., 4.ii.l46; rank, Cor., 3.11.12. 
ordinant, provident, //am., 5.ii.48. 
ordinary* nieal (fnmi name given to meal In a 
tavern), AnL and Cleo., 2.11.229. 
orgillous, proud, Troil. and Ores., Prol. 2. 
orifex, opening, Troil. and Cres., 6.11.140. 
orison, prayer, Ham., 3,i.89. 
ort, fragment, 2'imon, 4.iii.307. 
orthography, orthograi)her, iiedantlo In his 
use of words, Much Ado, 2.hi.18. 
ostent, show', appearance, Mer. Ven., 2.11.181. 
ostentation, display. Ham,, 4.V.2J1. 
othergates, in another and very dilferont way. 
'i'w. Niyhl, 6.i.lH6. 

ouches, ornaments, 2 IJen. 4, 2.iv.48. 
ought* owed, 1 Hen. 4, 3.111.134. 
oiuce, lynx, MUI. N. Dr.. 2.fi.30. 
ouphe, «df, goblin, Mer, IVivea Win., 5.V.55. 
ousel, blackbird, Mid. N, Dr., 3.1.114. 
out-herod, oui-herods Herod, to rant more 
outrageously than Herod in the old Myst^y 
plays, Ham,^ 3.11.13. 
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out-peer, excol, Cj/wi., 3.vi.80. 
out-w, to outbid (as at cards), Tam. Shrew, 
2J.:n7. 

overscutch'd, hu»uyi.ies, wcll-wliippcd whoros, 
so hardened to the trade, 2 Hen, 4, 3.ii,808. 
overture, disclosure, declaration, Tw. Nipht, 
1 ,v.i 1H5. 

owe, to possess, Lear, ).i.202. 
oyes (/'V. oyez) the (Mill of the public crier to 
secure attcuiUon. Mer. IVives Ji'in.: O.v.liU, 


pace, trainiru? (os of horses), discipline, AlVs 
Well. 4.v.d0; verb, to train, Per., 4.vi.62. 
pack, to plot, Titvp, 4.ii.lo<5; park'd, con- 
fedciatc, Muvh Aflo, 5.i.28/>; Com, Err., 
to inanipulato the cards dishonestly, 
to cheat, .'iril. and t'hM., 4.sly. 19. 
packins, plotlins', Tam. Shmv, ,5.i.l0.5. 
paddock, toad, Jlam.r .'l.iv.lHO; padtiack calU 
the witch’s familiar spirit. Mar., l.i.9. 
pasreant (the wajron on which a scicuo in the* 
Miracle plays was staped at the various 
stations ,Mijij)ointed for pcrforinancc) so of a 
ship, Mer. I'm., J.i.ll; a show, somctiiia.s 
with tiic notion of unreality or deception. 
Trm., 4.1.16.“): Oth., l.iii.lH. 
pain, i«unishmeiit, Sem., 141, 14; toil, L. Lab. 
UtHl. l.i.73. 

paiulul, painful warrior, enduring: toil and 
daiigfcr, Son., 26.9. 
paiuti^, spccioub, false, Ham., 
painted cloth, canvas han^ringrs painted with 
llKnit-st ttnd moral simUnices were a cheap 
subsiilute for liffurcd tuposlTios, 2 f/en. 4, 
2.i.l42; rip/d painted cloth, tl»e nn.swcr taken 
ffoin the mottoes, cUr. on the hanj^ings, Ae 
Von Like. ;i.ii.258; Lnerece, 245. 
paiock, possibly peacock, Thvm., 3.ti,278. 
palabras, tianray jmUabriH, few words, Tam. 

Shrew, Ind.1.5; J\fuch Ado, 
pale, palisade, so ligurativ<sly at llarn,, l.iv.28; 
Trail and Crey., 2.iii.24,‘.{; with idea oi 
witiicr’s whiumtVHS at If'in. Tale, 4.ili.4; 
verb, to encircle, 3 IJen. C l.iv.l03 (with the 
crown), 

paltrey, horse, Titus, 7».ii.50. 
palisado, detence work of stakes, 1 Ben. 4. 
2.iii.l9. 

paU (i) full, Bim., 5.ii.9; j^aWd fortunes, ruined 
prospects. Ant. and Cleo., 2.vil.8J. (ii) U) 
shroud, Mac., l.v,48. 
pallet, bed, 2 Hen. 4, 3.1.10. 
palUament, robe, Tdus, l.f.l82. 
palmy, lofty, llouri.sliiug, Bam., 1.1.113. 
palter, deal falsely, Mac., 5.viii,20. 
pantaloon, originally a stock character in 
Italian comedy; withered dotard—so ilgure 
of old age, As Fou Like, 2.vii.l58. 

Pantheon, teniplo at Home (to all the Gods), 
Titny, 1.1.242. 

paper, to serve with a writ or communication, 
Ben. 8. 1.1.80. 

Paracelsus, iSwis.s alchemist of early 16(h 
century; criticised academic medical oT)inion 
as represented In GnUm; Paih of (/aim and 
Paraeelsns, all schools of medical thought, 
A/l's Well, 2.i!i.U. 

paradox, contrary to general opinion, Bam., 
3.1.114; absurd stnUmieiit. Oth., 2.i.l38. 
paraffon, parapoidd, regarded a,s perfect ex- 
ampio of kind, Hen. 8, 2.iv.230; paragons 
descripiion, surpasses atUmipts to deHcrilH' 
ideal, Oth., 2.i.02; compare, Ant. and Cleo.. 
1.V.71. 

parcel, part., Oth., l.iii.1.54; group, Mer, Vcn.. 
l.ii.97; verb, (perliaps) add to, Ant. and Cleo., 
5.ii.lt)2; ftarceWd, purtieular, litch. ,S, 2.il,81. 
pard, i)anther or leopard. Tern., 4.i.2G0. 

Paris batlB, tennis balls, Bm. 5, 2.iv.l31, 
Paris irardea, a b(vir*gtirden (for in this 
liberty on the Banksidc was situated tho ring 
for bear baiting), Ben. 8. 5.iv,2. 
parish-top, kept t^o pro vide recreation in cold 
weather, Tw. NigMi 1.111.38. 


paritor, suraiiioncr to the Bishop’s court (tho 
pranks iiisi)ircd by Cur>id giving him most 
work). L. JMh. lAisl. 3.i.l7r», 
parle, conveiNation (with pun on ‘i)nrlo'=a 
trutre for discussion of terms). Ham., I.iii.l23; 
angry parle, perhaps just a sharp cncoimtcr, 
Bam., l.i.tPi, 

parlous, piTilous, As Vou Like, 3.ii,4(»: slirewd, 
Pirh. .1, 2.iv.35. 

pannaceti, spermaceti, 1 Ben. 4. l.ili..^8. 
partial, a partial slander, the accu.sntion of 
pariiality, liirh. 2, l.iii.241. 
partialize, affect with partiality, Itich. 2, 
l.i.l20. 

partially, affin'd, bound by desire to favour a 
collcagne, Oih., 2.iil.21b. 
parti-coated, motley, the garb of the fool, 
L. Utb. Lost, .5.i 1.7.54. 

partisan, a blade inountcd on a long pole, 
(5ommon weapon for guards, JIam., l.i.lio. 
Partlet, /Jams Partlet, traditional nauje for tbo 
ben, fi’in. Tate. ‘J.iii.?.'*. 

party-verdict, individuar.s contribution to 
eoriimon iicc».sion, Itirh. 2, 1.hi.234. 
pash (1) nonn, bead, Min. Tate, 1.ii.128; 

(iu verb, strike, Troil. and Ores., 2.iii.l98. 
pasisado, a lunge in rapier fighting, Ibon. and. 
,nd., 3.i.82. 

pa.ssant (of heraldic figiu'es), walking, Mer, 
Wires Win., I.i.l7. 

passion, C^Jhrist’e sufferings (In oatlis, etc.), 
Mer. irircs il'in., 3.1.57; idiysical or mental 
l)ain, 1 ffjn. 4, 3.i.35: love, J'ilns, 2.i.3(J; 
apasHionatespeech, MidN. Dr.. 5.1.307; Ham., 
3.!i.9; verb feel sorrow. Tern.. 5,i.2l. 
passy, measures pavin (from Italian passamezzo 
pjivana), a variety of pa van, which was slow 
and stately, Tw. Eight, 5.1.192. 
patch, fool, Mid. A'. Dr., 3.ii.9. 
patchery, rogiK'ry, 7'roiL and Ore^., 2.Hi. (IT. 
patent, virgin paleid, privilege of libeity as 
maid. Mid. .V. l>r., 1.1.?<0. 
patine, circular njclal plate (pafine, plate used 
in the Kncharlst). Mer. Vcn.. 5.i.59. 
patronage, maintain, 1 Ben. G, 3.i.48. 

Paul’s, known as well as PanV.H, as familiar a« 
the old St. Paul's cathedral which tbo 
‘ Bond Street of l.ondon ’ till the days of tlio 
Coiumoiiw(iaith, the haunt (d kUers and eeiitrtj 
of c(»mnieree, 1 Ben. 4, 2.iv.508. 
paunch, pi(uce bi.s belly, Tern., 3.ii.80. 
pavin, .s’ce passy. 

pax, r{‘preHeination of tla^ (Jruolfjxion, or 
reliquary, kiss(‘d by the. eeiebi'aut. and peojdo 
at ma.ss. Hen. 5, 3.vi.39, 
peach, to give away one’s confed('ryt(‘s, 1 TJen, 4, 
2.ii.t3; proclaiju, ,.l/. Men.'*., l.iii.io. 
peak, to droop in spirit or strength. Ham., 
2.ii.5til; Mac., 1.iii.23. 

pearl, cataract (with plaj' on usual sense), Tuv> 
Gent. JVr., 5.ii.l2. 

peck, you o'er the pales, pitch you over the 
raiiings. flen. 8, 5.iv.87. 

peculiar, belonging to particulnr Individual, 
personal, M, Meas., l.ii.SO; 'jt'roil. anil Cres., 
2.iii.lGl. 

pedant, schooImaKtor, Tw. Eight, 3.ii.70; 

■peihmenJe ptMlant, Tam. .Shrew, 3.1.4 8, 
peel’d, ton.surcd. i Hen. 6, l,iii.30. 
pelse, jK'ised, well, well balanced, .fohn, 2.i.575; 
price the time, make it heavy and slow, Mer. 
Ven., 3.il.22. 

pelican (the pcH(’an was supposed to feed her 
young with her blood), Ham., 4.V.143. 
Pelion, the giants placed mount Ossa on 
mount Pelum in their attempt to H('ale tho 
heavens, Ham., 5.1.247. 

peltine, pelting war.s, poor fighting, 'TroH. and 
(;re8., 4.V.2G7; paltry, Lear, 2.iii.l8. 
pendulous, i^UBpcndod overhead, 3.iv.G0. 
pensioners, royal body-guard, formed by 
Henry \"11I, Mer. li’trf# H 2.ii.70. 
Pepin, father of Charlomagne, and fio someone 
who lived long ago, Jb. Lab. Lost, i.i.lta. 
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perdu, a soldier on n post or task of special 
danger, so as ^oiod as lost. Lear, 4.vii.3r>. 
perdurably, fin'd, eternally punished, M. 
J/rv'fS., n.i.lK). 

pordy (Lrnirft, par tlieu), Tu.\ Nif/ht, 4.ii.73; 
Ham.. 

peregrinate, v.ith the alTeetations of one \Yho 
Ims seen the world, L. Lab. Aos/, o.i.12. 
peremptory, determined, tVa*., 3.i.2S(>. 
perfect, certain. Cum., 3.i.7l; perfect smd. 

sound ronseienee, fdh., l.ii.Sl; verb, to 
, iri^tnift, M. Meaft., t.III. 1 IIS. 
perfection, pei formanee Tro 'd. and Crc,s-.. 3.ii.S3. 
perfumer, one. who Uei»l fim rooms fretii with 
t'oriuine, Mach .Ido, l.iii.'jO. 
periapt, a eliariu earried on (he person. 
1 t/cn. G, o.iii.2. 

perjure, ?ioan, a f)fT,iTir<;r. L. fjob. Lot;f, 4.111,4.3: 
'jn rjar'd note, iho paper |)jniied to the p».*rinrer 
settinj? out hisj^nilt, Lab. Lft.^t, 4.iii.l2l. 
peroration, si tidied haraiitrue, *2 lien. (5, i.i.lUO. 
perpend, ponder. As Von Lifer, 

Persian, rieli and ornate, Lear, 3,vi.7t> (Kdgar 
heing: in ratrs). 

perspective, a piet.ure that app<ai.red eohcreiit 
and inlelliirihJo only from one partieiilar pf»int 
of vieAV, liich. 2, ‘2.ii.lH; illusion, Tw. Nioht, 
v.i.20j. 

pertaunt^like, * perfannt ’ was perhaps a 
winning drelaratioii at; the card trame of 
Post and l\»ir—perhaps a hand of four 
<i)uoena (sec Dr. I’erev hfimi^soirs letter, 
'L.L.S., *24 Peh. 4 5), L. Lab. Lost, r>.ii.G7. 
petar, a bomb or cliart^e for blowinj^ in gatc.s, 
Ham., 3.iv.2ti7. 

pew, pelr-fe Horn, a-psoeinte, ftich. 3, 4.iv.58. 
phantasime, a fantastic, fellow, L. Lab. Tx)st, 
4.i.u2. 

phantasma, nimitniare, Jul. Caes,. 2.i.(»5. 
pheezo, eastigjit.e, Tam. Shrar, lnd.i.1; 
fdanztir, coinie formation, Mcr. IPires n’l/i., 
1 Jii.lh 

Philip, name f<ir sparrow, John. 1.i.231. 
Philip and Jacob, 1st May, feast of Philip a.nd 
.lames, M, Meas., 3.ti.lHt). 

Philip, Saint, Saint PhiUjfs rloauhtcrs, tlie 
daucrhter.s of Pliilip the Kvangeli.st (Acts xxl, 
8*9) hud the gift of jiroplieey, 1 lien. (>, l.ii.l43. 
Philippan, mirtrd Philippa n, the sword housed 
in iho victory at Philippi, Ant. and Cko., 
2.A^‘23. 

Philomel-a, the nightingale; according to the 
legend. Pandion, king of Attica, had tAvo 
daughters Philomel and Pniene: Ihoem? was 
married to Tereus who ravished I'hilouud and 
< ut out her tongu*} to coti{M‘a) his sin; she was 
elianged to a nightingale. Tit as. 4.1.4 8. 
philosopher, phifosopher's two stones, even 
better than the philosoplu'r’s stoiai that was 
supr)f»se.d to turn lia.'rc metals to gold, 2 lien, 4, 
3.ii.320. 

Phoebe, Pheobus. the moon-goddess, the sun- 
gral. Mid. V. [)r.. 1.i.209an(l I(Pliitdnis). 
phoenLX, a uniuiio wonder. Ilea. 8, .5.v.ld. 
phraseless, U^ytuid deseripMon, Lip. Comp., 
22.*). 

physical, good for the health, JuL. Cor.s., 2.i.26J. 
pia mater, brain, Tw. Nioht l.v.108. 
pick, pitch. Cor., 1.1.198. 
picked, Mnieai. L. Lab. Uist. 5.i.ll. 
pickers and stealers, hands (‘ to keep my 
hand from pieUing and stealing * Cakchism), 
Ham.. 3.ii.327. 

pick«thenk, toady, 1 //cn. 4. 3.11.25, 
Pickt-hatch, a quarter of 111-repute in London, 
Mer Wires iJ’in., ‘2.ii.l(J. 

pigfeon-liver’d, H;)iritiess, f.ame, Ham., 2.ji.572. 
plifht, pitehe<l, Teoil. and Ores., 5.X.24; fixed, 
tjar, 2.i,f).5, 

pike, spike on buckler. Much Ado, 

Pilcher (1) pilchard, Tw. Nif/ht, 3.1.32; (il) 
scabbard. Ham. and Jut., 3.i.78. 
pill, plunder, Timon, 4.i.P2. 
pin, peg in the centi'c of target, L. Lab. Lost, 
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4.}.129; pin and web, cataract, Idirulness, 
IVin. 7'ale, l.li.291; pin Imttock, narrow 
buttock. All's Well. 2.ii.l7. 
pinfold, pound for stray annnalH Lear. 2.il.8. 
pink’d, pink'd porrinoer a cap. Hen. 8. 5.iv.45. 
pioned, piovea and tivillcd brims, meaning 
doubtful. Tern.. 4.i.Gl. 

pip, a jrip out, thirty-two when tliirty-ono (at 
card game) is raaahHl Tam. Shrcir, l.li.32. 
pipe-wine, wine from cask, Mcr. IThcs IT in., 
3.ii.77. 

pismire, ant, 1 Hen. 4, l.lii.240. 
pitch, height. Ham.. S.i.HG. 
place, pride of plare. tJie height from which 
hawk strikers. Mar.. 2.iv.J2. 
placket, slit In petlieoat to allow it: to slip on, 
so woman Troil. and Cres., 2.iU.19. 
plain-song, the reru plainsono of it, the simple 
truth. Hen. .5. 3.11.5. 
planched, of boards. M Mea.s., 4.i.28. 
plantage, vegetation (.suiiposed to bo atTi‘cted 
by pha..ses f)f moon), Trail, and Cns., 3.ii.l73. 
plantain, plant with broad tint leaves, thought 
good h)r \vt)unds, L. Lab. /\>osi, 3.i.()8. 
plantation, settlenuuit. Tern.. 2.i.l37. 
plash, pool, 'Lam. Shrew, l.i.23. 
plate, silver coin. Ant. and CLco.. 5.ii.92. 
plate, to cover with armour. Lear, 4.\\.MSb\ 
pLnted Mars, armed for battle, Ant. and Clco., 
I.i.i. 

plausive, pleasing, acceptable. Ham., l.iv.30; 

plausihh*. eunuing. All's Welt. 4.i.25. 
pleached, thick pharhed alley, the boiigliH 
closely int<Ttwimxl, Mueh Ado. l.ii.H; pleach'd 
arm.s. folded arms. Ant. and Cko.. 4.xiv.73. 
please-xnan, toady, L. Lab. Lost. f>.ii.4()3. 
pleurisy, a jiletbora or excess. Ham., 4.vij.n7. 
plig:hted, wrapped as in pleats, folded, Lear, 
l.i,280. 

plume, plumagt!, Tern., 3.iii.0.5; 7 >lume up, 
divK.s up, express, (Hh., l.iii,387. plunw 

jtiuck'd, di.sposs(vsscd, Jiirh. 2, 4.1.108, 
poict, 'fxmd of war. trumpet-(‘all, 2 Hen. 4., 
4.i.52; lace for ktH‘.piug hose at Inched to 
doublet, 1 Hen. 4, 2.iv.207 (pun on ‘ point ’ -* 
sword-point); armed at point eiractly, <*om* 
plctcly. Ham.. l.ii.200; (in falconry) the 
height to which tho hawk climbs before 
striking, 2 Hen. 6, 2.i.5; 7 mint-derise, hi all 
particular's, precisely, Tw. Niyht, 2.V.145. 
poise, w(’ight. fjear. ‘2.1.120; momentum. Troil. 
and Cres., l.iii.207j I'lrb, to weigh, estimate. 
Trail, and Cres., l.iii.331>. 
poke, pock(‘t. As Yon Like, 2.vii.20. 
poking-sticks, for ruff.s H in. 'Tale, 4.iv.223. 
Polacks, Doles, Ham., l.i.63. 
pole, i)olc-star, 0 th.. 2.i.l5. 
pole-clipt, rineyard, the poles perhaps for the 
vines to climb on, 'Tern., 4.i,08. 
politic, politic anthors, writers on state affairs, 
Tw. Niyht, 2.v.l 13. 

politician, a political intriguer, Lear, 4.vi.l71; 
Ham.. ,5.i.78. 

pomander, scent-ball, Win. Tale, 4.iv.r)00. 
pomewatcr, kind of apple, L. iMb. Utsi, 4.ii.4, 
Pomgramet, r>om(‘gtuna,ti\ rooms in inns often 
liaving names, 1 Hen. 4, 2.iv.3(i, 

Pontic sea, IJlack yea, (Mh., .3.iii.4.")7. 
Poor-John, .salted fish, Temt,, 2.ii.2(J. 
pop’rin pear, kind of r>ear (from I'opoi’ingbo 
no,a:- Ypres). Horn. and. Jul., 2.i.38. 
popularity, eontacl, with the common people, 
1 Hen. 4, 3.il.C;9. 

porpentine, porcupine. Ham., l.v.20. 
porridge, pottage or soup. I Hen. B, l.ii.l), 
port (1) gate, 'Trail, and Cres., 4.iv.ll0; (11) 

bearing, Hen. 5, l.Chor.d; rank, wealth, 
Mer. Yen., 3.11.283. 

portagre (i) venture (what the sailor traded on 
his own), Per., 3.i,35; (U) port-holes. Hen, 6, 
3.i.10. 

portance, bearing, conduct, Ofh., I.iii.l39. 
posied, see posy, Lor. Comp., 45. 

X»QSitioxi» argument, assertion, Troil, and Cres,, 
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3.iii.lI2; in jtosition, in llic Btulemcnt, OUt., 

possession, as by ati evil spirit. 

Coni, hlrr., .'i.l.'l l. 

posset, nomn, ‘ni^ht-rap’ of hot milk ami 
sf>!< o(l liquor, /l/rtf., 2.ii.(5: verb, curdio. Ham., 

1. V.08. 

post, uberiirs 'post, shoiltr's notice-board, Ttr. 
Aiijhf. l.v.lth; door-i>ost of tavern, Coi.i. 
Krr.. l.ii.til. 

postern, "idf' door. Win. Tnh\ l.n.4:i8. 
post-haste, .'-poodin^-up. Hum.. 1.1.107; hasle- 
IH.Ht-hasic, iiiiincdiate, Olh.. l.ii.37. 
posy, inscription iti-idc a rinj^ (e.g, Mer. Vi’n.. 

/i.i.loO). Ham., 3.ii.l47. 
potch, stHl), (U>r.. 1.x.IT), 
potential, t*< vv(?rfni, (Hh., l.ii.l.'b 
potents, potentates, .lohn. 2.i.368. 
pother, cf)rnmo1ion. (dr., *2.i.2os. 
pottine, drinkintr, Of/#.. 2.iii.72. 
pottle, tw )-quurl Jiicasnrv .so tankard. 0th.. 
2.iii.78. 

pouncet-box» perforated scent-box. 1 Hm. 4. 

1 .iii.ikS. 

powder, salt. 1 Hen. 4. 5.iv.ll2; pmnlarini)- 
tut). t>rine-tnb (t..H(‘d of treat incut for vcuorcal 
dit-:<'asc). Hen. 5, 2.i.73. 
practic, practical. Hen. 

practice. Intrigue, troacbery, Tw. Nioht. 
ii.i ,‘h.ilt; Lear, l.ii.l7;>. 

practisant, i erfonner of a st rataifcin, 1 Hen. 0. 

practise, use some device, Lear, 3.it.57: plot, 
John, 4.i.*Jo. 

praemunire, compass of a praemnniri, open to 
a chiir^c of inaintainin}; papal antJmrity in 
Knjjland, Hen. 8, 3.ji.340. 
praetor, llonmn maj^i.^rate, f liielly concerned 
Willi law. ,/a/, ('aes.. 2.iv.34. 
preambulate, to t^o before !.. Lab. /.o.«/, .5.».r».s. 
precedence, what is said before. An/, and Cleo,, 

2. V.5I. 

precedent, oiipnnnl. fiieh. 3. 3.vi,7: token. 

I'en. attd Ad. 20; adj.. earlier. Ham... 3.iv.tl8. 
preceptial, prereptial medicine, snItaMc pre¬ 
cepts or advice ou conduct. Much Ado 
.Vi.24. 

precipitate, fall beadlonp:, Lear. 4. vi. ,'>(), 
precipitation, extent of the fall Cor., 3.ii.4. 
precise, .sernpulons. jmritanieul, M. Mcas. 
i>, l.in.,50 (also at 3.i.J)a and 1)8, where the 
folio reads * pren/ie 

precisian, puritan-like adviser, Mcr. Wires 
11'in.. 2.1.0. 

pre-contract, engagement of marriage, M. 
Mcas.. 4,i,70. 

preciirrer, forerunner, Phoeniir, 0. 
precurse, for(*>^l)a(lowing. Ham., 1.1.121, 
predominance, spherical iireduminance. rom- 
pulsion of filanetmy inllneiice, Jjar, l.ii.llS. 
predominant, in the aMendanl or iutl.iential 
po.silion, All's Well l.i.l8."i. 
pr:)g;nancy, ingenuity, w't. 2 Hen. 4, l.ii.lGU. 
pregnant (i) <*lear. Oth., 2.i.232; widghty. 
signifi<‘ant, Ham., 2.ii.2U7; apt to respond or 
net. Ham., 3.ii.f»9. 

prejudicate, pass .judgment on a matter before 
it is loTinally raised. All's Well, l.ii.S, 
premeditation, cold prnnedita/icu. di-srom-aging 
eon.-ideration for an.; future sclieme, 3 Hen. G. 
3.ii.l33. 

premised, sent before their time, 2 Hen. G. 
5.ii.41. 

prenominate, name befonband. Trail, ana 
Cres., 4.v.25t); prcnominalt crimes, already 
mentioned. Ham., 2,i,43. 
pre-ordinance, deereo already made, Jul. 
Vaes., 3.i.38. 

preparations, aceonipUsbinents, Mar. H ires 
iria.. 2.ii.20(5. 

prerogative, Tin^ecdence, Tam. Shrew, 3.i.b; 
AWs Welt, 2.iv.39. 

presage, prophecy, signe of future happenings, 
prcBOUtimout, Son,, 107, 0; liich. 2, 2.ii.l42. 


prescript, prescripi praise, praise as reiiuircd 
by the suh,jeet ot it. Hen. 5, IVvil.l,'). 
prescription, title toumled ou usage or 
iiiUnpiit.y. 3 Hen. 0, 3.in.1)4. 
present, lumiediale, Hant.. 4.iii,G.'>: present 
mnnrj/ ready money, Mer, I'cn., 3.ii.275. 
presentation, bhow, di'r^gni.se, As You Like, 
•O.iv.ini. 

presentment, dedicaliou of book to jialron, 
Timon, 1.1.21). 

press, autlionly to impress soldiers, 1 Hen. 4, 
4.ii.l2. 

press, presyinu fp dmth, n'fer'Hi to the lu'cs.'^iug 
to di-aTb, witti weijrjitw, oj mvubed wiio would 
nf>l plead. M. Mras., .>.i,52U. 
pressure, imiuesbion, Ham.. 3.ii.24. 

Prester John, a iabied umi mystei-jous 
kmg ol the East or Ethiofiia, A7ae/f Ado, 
24.238. 

presvippos'd, fur ms t )rc so )t pos'd, drespecl ns tlie 
fal.-^e uMter suigitoted. Tw. .\if/hf, ,'>.1.337. 
pretence, purpose. (Jor.. l.ii.2it: prornirr of 
dattf.rf. main ions intention. Lear, l .ji,84. 
prevent, anticipate. Ham.. 2.ii.2!i3. 
prevention, inti rfcrence. untieipalory counter- 
a<‘t,!on. ./at. < 3.i.l!). 

prick, noun, niavk on liial (^f clock, against hour, 
:i Hen. G. I.iv;j4; to n ark ecntri' of targ.t, 
L. lAtb. Lost. 4.1.125; verb, mark oil on a list, 
./of. ( ae.s., 4.i.l. 

pricket, "re bnek. 

priek-song, song set cut in tJOl,ation, Rom. and 
Jci., 2.1V.21. 

priR. thiet, lYin Tai*i. l.iii.UG. 
pr mero. card-game. Hen. 8. 5.i.7. 
primogcnxty, lega* nglit of (ddor. Trail, and 
Ores., l.ni.lOG. 

principa«7.ty, frindpaliries. Archangels and. 
Ang Is formed the tliird order ot lieuvcnly 
heiitgs, Ticp deni, Ver., 2.iv.l48. 
princosr, forward iellfm-. Rom. and Jttl., l.v.Sl, 
Priscian, Homan gramiuttriun, a little scralrJdd, 
Ids rules violated boiuewliat, L. Lab. Lost, 
5.i.25. 

pristine, former, nneient. Hen. 5, 3.ii.77. 
privilege, iustideation, explanation. Mid. N, 
Hr,. 2.1.220. 

prize, contest, play'd, your prize, played .your 
game, Titns, l.i.3t*i). 

prizer (i) pri/c-lighter. .4s You Like, 2.iii.8; 

(ii) valuer. Trail, and ('res.. 2.ii.5l). 
probation, exanuTintiou, T,-. Aiyht, 2.V.111); 
lU'oef. Ham.. 1.1.1,5G. 

proceedcr, yviek prerrerjers, with play on idea 
of proeeetliiig to a univeibity dtgrec in Arts, 
Tam. Shrew, 4.ii.il. 

process, account. Ham., l.v.37; mandate. 
Ham,, 4.iii.G3; by legal proee.'^s. dor., :>.i.314. 
preditor, traitor. 1 Hen. G, l.iii.3I. 
proiace, may it do yon good I U'ornuila before 
a meal), 2 lien. 4, 5.iii.2S, 
progeny, race, CVa-., I.vili.l2; descent, 1 Hen. 6, 
3.iii.Gl. 

prognostication, according to the ahnaiuic’fl 
foie<HSf, U fa. Tale, 4.iv,778; fruiijnl pray- 
vortiraldm, sign of future fertility, Ant, and 
('lev., l.ii.4!). 

prolixious, timo-wa.stirg, Af. Mens.. 2.iv.lG2. 
Promethean, heat, life-giving tire, such as 
I’r<»melbens lof>k from 1 leaven, Olh., 5.11.12. 
promulgate, announce, Oth., l.il.21. 
proof, t»f annoiir, lilne.ss to be put to the proof, 
iini»euetrabi!ily, Rirh. 2, l.iii-73. 
propend, imlimN 'I'roil. and Crrs., 2.il.lt)0. 
propension, ineiii.ation, Tnnl. and Cres.„ 
2.ii.l33. 

proper-false, good-looking but deceitful at 
heart. 'J’w. Aiyht, 2.ii.27. 
property, a Tjure. tool, Jul, Caps., 4.i.40; 
}Witperi!i ojf blood, kin.-hip, Lear, l.j.ll3; verb, 
to treat as sume inanimate object, Tw. Aiyhtt 
4.ii.8H. 

Propontic, Sea of Marmora, Oth., 3.iii.4G0. 
propose, pui'pose. Much Ado, 3.1.12, 
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propugnation* prot(‘ction, TroiL and Ores.t 
2.ii.i;U). 

prorogue, postpono, Ihnn. and Jul., 2.ii.78. 
Proteus, HCrt'Kod who asBiiiiied various forms, 
3 Hen. (>, a.ii.liJi. 

proud-pied, with many fliio colours, Son., 

W, 2 . 

provincial, of a particular province, M. Mens., 
r>.i.;u4. 

Provincial roses, rosettes covering the laces 
(lYoveric,a.l roses). Ham., ,‘Lii.27o. 
prune, ]>ro<'n. Cym., 

psaltery* stringed instrument. Cor., 6.iv.48. 
pudder, commotion, Lear, H.ii./iO, 
pugging, tJiieving (doubtful), fVin. Tah, 
4.iii. 7 • 

puissance, pow’cr, army, John, 3,1.33t>. 
puke-stocking, clotli slwking, l Hen. 4,2.iv.67. 
punk, liiiilot, Mer. li ires U’in.. 2.ii.l22. 
punto, thrust. In fencing, xMcr. H’ires JCfn.. 
2.iii.21; pnnio rererso, backhaiided thrust, 
Korn, and Jul., 2.iv.2G. 

purckas'd, lu quirt d ns opposed to possession 
by tit Kticnt, e.g, hereditary rather than pujrhas*d. 
Jnt. and Ctco., I.iv,l4. 

purgation, clearance t)f guilt, IVin. I'ale, 3.ii.7. 
purl, Itow, Lucrece. 1407- 

purlieu, land bordering forest. As You hike, 
A.iW.lb. 

purple-in-grain, five grain, 
pursuivant, mtssenger, Hieh. 3, 3,iv.J)0. 
purveyor, ollicor who went ahead to see to 
kidging, etc., Mae., l.vi.22. 
push, attack, 1 Hen. 4. 3.1i.(iG. 
push-pin, children’s game, L.lAib. /-,o.?f,4.iU,t65. 
putter-out, af five, for one, the voyage r who put 
down a sum witli a dealtir on condition that 
lie obtained on return live times the original, 
but furl cited the hit If l»e tailed to return or 
keep the date lixed. Tern., 3.iii.48. 
puttock, bird of firey, kite, Cym., 1.1.140. 
puiEzel, a drab, I Hen. 6, l.iv.107. 

quail, a loose woman, TroiL and Cres., 6.1.50, 
quaint, clever, 2 Hen. 6, 3.ii.274: charming, 
delujate. Mid. N. Dr., 2.ii.7; quaini mazes, 
intricate i>atijs, Mid. N. Dr., 2.i.lPJ. 
quaintly, artfully, Ham., 2.1.31; Mer. Ven., 
2.iv.0. 

qualification, condition, Oth., 2.1.269. 
qualiued, poasegsed, endowed, ^Vin. Tale, 
2.1.113; competent, /vcur, l.iv.34. 
qualify, to moderate. Lejtr, i,ii.l63; dilute, 
Otn., 2.iii.36; diminish. Ham., 4.vli.ll3. 
quality, natural parts, 2'roU. and Ores., 4.iv.7.'»; 
social pcsitiori, Lear, 5.iii.l2U ; acquired skill, 
probr.Msituj (espiici •liy of actor), Ham.. 2.il.426. 
quarrel, cause for strife, Ham,, 4.iv..65. 
quarry, heap of dead (from term used of deer 
killed in sport), Ham., .5.11.366. 
quarter, area of camp or town assigned to a 
body of troops, l Hen. 6, 2.i.C3 and 68; keep 
good quarter, watchful guard, John, 5.V.20; 
have quarter, have entrusted for protection. 
Ant. and Cleo., 4.iii.24; on amicable terms, 
Oth., 2.iii.l72; quarter'd//rcu, camp fires, Cym., 
4.iv.l8; dead, Cor., 1.1.197. 
quat, pimple, so contemptuously of a person, 
Oth., 5.i.ll. 

quean, fomalo, scold, 2 /ien. 4, 2.1.46. 
queasy, of a quea.sy qacHlion, diftteult nature, 
/^ar, 2.1.17; upset, disgusted, Anl. and Cleo., 
3.vi.20. 

quell, sUuighter, Mae., l.vil.72. 
quest, crou ner*8 qued law, law as laid down at 
the ('(vroncr’s inquest, Ham., 6.1.22; party to 
make Inquiry, Oth., l.ii.46. 
questant, seeker for fame, AlLs Well, 2.i.I6. 
questrists, searchers, Lear, 3.vlj.l6. 
quick, living, Ham., 5.i.I22; pregnant, L. Lab. 
lAist, 5.ii.66,5; semsitivo part, Ham., 2ai.593; 
sharp, Per., 4.i.28. 

quicks, are born, Oth., 3.iii.281; come to life; 
again, Ant, and Oho., 4.XV.3U. ' 
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quiddities, flnc-spnn argnmonts. Ham., 6.1.90. 
quietus, tiTTu signifying the disclitugo of a debt. 
Son.. 126. 12; release from the bondage of 
life. Ham., 3.i.76. 

quillet, legal quiljblc. Ham., .5.i.97. 
quintain, an object for tilting at, As You Like, 
J .ii.230. 

quintessence, the fifth essence, underlying tho 
four elemciits (earth, air. fire, water), and 
forining the stars; so the most subtle extmot 
or manifestation. Ham., 2.ii.307. 
quip, retort, sharj) rcn»ai*k. As You Like, ,5.iv.71. 
quirk, clever stroke, (jth., 2.i.63; st)oek, AWs 
Weil. 3.11.47; turn of mind, Tiv. Xighf, 3.iv.233. 
quit, adj., quit with, of, even with. Cor., 4.V.83. 
quit, luirb, I'eliaw^ 'J'w. Night, 6.i.30S; reletiso 
from. Hen. 8, .5.1.70; to remit, Mer. Vcu., 
4.1.376; to requite, Ham., 6.ii.08. 
quittance, like for like, 2 Hen. 4, l.i,108; recom¬ 
pense, /len. 6. 2.ii.34. 
quiver, agile, 2 Hen. 4, 3.ii.273. 
quoif, close-fUting cap. Win. 'Talc, 4,lv.221. 
quoit, cast, 2 Hen. 4, 2.iv.l82. 
quondam, former, 'Tn.it. and Cres., 4.V.179. 
quoniam, since, l)ecaaKc, L. Lab. lAist, 6.ij.58.5, 
quote, intlicute (as a rofcrcnco in u book), L. 
Lab. /AX'-.t, 2,1.245; mark out, John, 4.ij..222; 
observe, Ham.. 2.i.H2; regard, L. TmO. JA>st, 
6.il.774. 

quotidian, quotidian of Unr, a fever that recurs 
daily, .Is You fAke, 3.il.339: quotidian tertian, 
Mi.streNs Quickly’s teriniaoh g.v (a teilian fevei* 
roeuiTCii every second day). Hen. .5, 2.i.lL0. 

R, the dog's name, or letter, because ‘ar^xj’ is 
like a df.g’.s snail, Jtom. and Jul., 2.iv.203. 
rabato, kind of still’ iMdiar. Much Ado, 3.iv.6. 
rabbit-sucker, bai>y rabbit, I Hen. 4, 2.iv.422. 
race, coufm', John, 3.i)i.39. 
race, herd, Mer, Cen., 5.i.72; strain, c.g. 
sensuai rat-e, lust, M. Meas., 2.iv,l(>l»; rare of 
hCAiren, of heavenly descent, Ant, and Cleo., 
I.m.37. 

race, raze, race, of ginger, root of ginger, Win, 
'Tale, 4.iii.45. 

rack, clouds drifting with tJio wind. Ham,, 
2.ii.47H; leave not a rack behind, no truce, oven 
aa unHubstantjaJ os a cloud, Tern., 4.1.166. 
rack, rcr#/, Rti-oUh, Mer, Yen., I.i.l81; distort, 
misrttpresent, M.Meas., 4.i.63. 
rackers, distorters, L. iMb. Losd, 5.i.l7. 
ragre, madness, lAur, 4.vli.78 ; martial ardour, 
John, 2.1.266; a poet's rage, poet’s oiitliu-siasm. 
Son., 17.11. 

ragre, verb, oed madly. Ant, and Cleo., 4.i.7. 
ra{^ingr-^ood, raging mad, I Hen. 6, 4.vil.3.5. 
raisins o’ th’ sun, Hun*drieU grapes, Win. 'Tale, 
4.iii.46. 

ramp, harlot, Cym., l.vi.133. 
rampallian, of a woman, scoundrel, 2 Hen. 4, 
2.i.67. 

ramping:, on hind legs in fighting attitude, 
1 /lea. 4, 3.iJ53. 

rampir’d, fortilled, Timon, 5.iv.47. 
rangrers, Diana’s rangers, her virgin nymphs, 
Cym., 2.in.G9. 

rank, perhaps for ' racjk * •^eaey pace, As You 
Like, 3.ii.88. 

rank, adj., rank Achilles, overgrown in pride. 
Trail, and Cres., l.iii.318; rank corrupiion, 
unchecik'd. Ham., 3.iv.l48; raniur rale, 
greater prk^o. Ham,. 4.iv.22; adv,, completely, 
TroiL and Cres., 1.111.196. 
rankle, inflict a wound that festers, Rich. 2, 

1. ui.302. 

ransack'd, queen, carded off, TroiL avid Cres,, 
2.ii.ld0, 

rap, thus raps you, moves you to this strange 
fit, Cym,, l.vi.6U. 

rapture, forcible seizure. Per., 2.1.163; fit. Cor., 

2. j,197. 

rascal, a lean and worthless deer, so term of 
coDlompt, Cor., 1.1.167. 

rash, sudden in operation, 2 Hen. 4, 4.iv,48; 
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l»£usty, demandiug haste, 7’wt7. and C're«., 

rash> X'vrb, stick. Lmr, ;t.vii.57. 
rate* ihumj, tlauu, 4.iv.2*iJ; cHtimailon, Tern., 
2.1.103; way ol' living, Mer. l eft.. I.i.l27. 
)ratheri the rather, the sooner, yilTs H ell, 3.v.,‘i0; 

ralherest, most of all, L. /Mh. 4.ii.lG. 

ratify* Mnnhcnf raiijied, correct in form 

only, L. Lab. Lost, l.ii.UU. 

Ratolonuu, corjui»tiou of (histos Rotulornm 
(Keeper of the Rolls), Mer. H ire.*? l.i.7. 

ravcil* ravvll'd slcare, tangled sk«!i»i {sec sleid), 
Mac., ‘J.ii.37; Tuxi Gent. I’er., 
ravin* adj^, ravenous. AU's W'eli, 3.U.IIG; rerft, 
dtivour, M. Mcas., I.u.123: ravin'd shark. 
(ievourlng, Mac., 4.i.24. 

ravisXl* to infect, Lvcrece, 77.S; tear out, Lear, 
3.vii,37; rurish*d queen, carried oil’ |jy force 
or guile. Trod, and Cres., Rrol. 8; rurinhinu 
strides, stops of the ravisher, Mur., 2.l,o6, 
rawness* unju'otccled condition, Mac., 4.iii.2G. 
ray'd* hemired, Tam. Shrciv, <l.i.3. 
rase* ohlilerato, Mac., 6.iii.42; pluck oil, 
IHch. 3. 3.IV.S1; lay Itut, M. .\fens., 2.n.l71. 
raz'd* raz'd shoes, uppers cut tudtern-wisc. 
Ham., 

razure* ohliteration, M. Mens., 5.i.l3. 
reacb.* attainment, Ham., 2.i.G4. 
reacli* verb, ranght (participle), takcu field of, 
Ant. and Vleo,, 4.l.\.2li; attain to in duration 
or nurnliors, L. Lab. Uist, 4.ji.;>8. 
read, give learned instruct ion, l Hen. 4, 3.i.4<i. 
re-answer* give eompeiismion, Hen. b, 3.vi.l24. 
reason* noun, observation, L, Lab. Lost, o.i.2; 
jiiatice, Titus, 1.1.2711; verb, di.scuss, /.cur, 
2.iv.2(}3. 

reave* reft (partidrile), taken away, Ven. and 
Adon., 1171. 

rebate* blunt, M. Mcas., l.iv.OO. 
rebeck* tlddlo with tliree strings, used a.s name 
of musician, Horn, and JuL. 4.v.l:t0. 
reebeat* call on horn for liounds, so of cuckold’s 
horns, Much Ado, 1.1.208. 
reck* recks not his oicn rede., hoods not his own 
advice, Ham., l.iii.51. 

reckless* regardless of duty, H Hen. 6, 5.vi.7. 
reclaim* subdue, 1 Hen. a. 3.iv.,'i. 
recotnuiznuce* a Ugul ls>nd, dehnlng a debt. 

Ham,, 6.1.101; token, 0th., ,6.ii.2l7. 
recoil* to degonorato, Ci/m.. l.vi.I27; to go 
back in thought, M i/». Tale, l.ii.lat. 
recollect* rceollecied terms, studied diction, Tw. 
Night, 2.iv.6. 

recommend* deJiver, Tw. Night, 6.1,8.6; in¬ 
form. Oih., l.ili.41, 

record* sing, Tusj Gent. Fer., 5.iv.C; recorded, 
witaobs’d for, Titnon, 4,ii.4. 
recorder* kind of llagoolet. Ham., .3.li.286. 
recourse* How, Trou. and Ws., 5.iii.65; ad- 
mittanco. Rich. 3, a.v.lOU. 
recovcorable* able to ho repeated, /’-b/Km, 3.iv.13. 
recovery* see tine. 

recreation, taking food, L, Tjab. fjosf, 4.ii.l6G. 
rector* rukr, AWs Well, 4.ii!.60; rectarthw, 
rule, Cor,, 2.iii.202, 
rede* counsel, Hmn., I.iii.5l. 
red lattice* window of alehouse, 2 Hen. 4, 
2.il.70; redduitice phrast's, language of ale¬ 
house, Mcr. Wives IFin., 2.11.23. 
reduce* bring again. Rich. 3, 6.v.;Ui. 
reechy* snioky, unclean. Cor., 2.1.1519. 
r€ted voice* piping voice* Mer, Fen., 3.iv.67, 
re-ediiy* rebuild, Titus, l.i.361. 
reiel* I'efute, M. /l/cets., .6.1.94. 
reluire* hide away. Rich. 2, ,6.v.2(i. 
regard* object to the eye, 0th., 2.1.40; obscrv-: 
ance of duty, Lear, l.iv.2U6; estimation. 
Trail, and Cres., 3.iii.l2H. 
reffimeiit* govemmont, Ant. and Cleo., 3.vi.or>. 
reffion* the heavens, Ham., 2.11.481; region 
kites, of the air, //am., 2.ij.574. 
resuerdon* noun, reward, I Tlcn. 6* 3.i.l70; 

verb, to reward, 1 Hen. G, 3.iv.23. j 

xeins* ioin^ Mer, Wives Win,, 3.V.20. 


resoindure* union, 7'roiL and Cre.s., 4-lv.35. 
reiourn, adjourn, Ctr., 2.1,05. 
relation* application, Mer. Fen.. 4.1.24 3; 
vndcr.d.-jod rcintnnis, c(unl)inatK)ns rigid Jy 
int( rproitMl, Mfw.. 3.iv.l24, 
religious, conscientious. 'Tie. Night, 3.iY.373. 
rebnquisb. relinquish'd of the arlists, givi‘i;i up 
i>_y ilucttos. All's Weil, 2.iii.l0, 
relish, lamn, grajfed to ynnr relish, changed to 
your quality. Cor., 2.i.I80; characteristic 
mark or Ihivoiir, Ham., 3.ui.y2. 
relish, sing. Two Cent. Fer., 2.i.l8. 
relume, ivkiiidic, Oih., 6.11.13. 
remainder, cnl the enluil from, alt remainders, 
(higal terms) give away also anything that 
may r<‘nuua alUr he has parted with his 
(iulicritaiUM'!) salvation. All's Well, 4.iii.2(il; 
remainder viands, food left over, 'Trail, and 
Cres.. 2.ii.70; remain.ter bucaU, As you Like, 
2.vii.39. 

remediate, remedial, f.ear, 4.iv. 17. 
remission* u;)t remission, ready pardon, M. 
Meas., 6.1,490. 

remonstrance* ra-di remonsirance, Buddeu 
m.-mouslraliou, M. Meas.. 5.i.390. 
remorse, pity, Lear. 4.ii.73: remor.'^efnl, com¬ 
passionate. 7'?ry> ihod. \ er., 4.iii.l3; remorse¬ 
less, without pity, Ham., 2.ii.570. 
remotion, llight, holding aloof, Timon, 4.iii.339; 
Ij'or. 2.iv.l 12. 

render, noun. Hcttlemcnl of a, dcld. or obligation, 
i'ym.. 6.iv.l7; confession, admission^ Timon, 
6.1.147: i'crb. give an account of, charactariisc, 
.46 low Like. 4.iii.l21; Cgm., 2.iv.ll9. 
reudez-vous, meeting pJjmo, Hum.. 4,iv.4. 
renege, <lciiy, Lear, 2.ii.73; resigus, Aid. and 
a VO.. 1 . 1 . 8 . 

renew, lepeat. Hen. 6, l.ii.UG. 
repair, noun, resort, Ham., .6.li.2l0; verb, 
return. Mid. N. t>r., t.i.GI. 
repasturc* food. L. Lab. Lost, 4.I.8G. 
repetition, reference to Liie past, All's Well, 
6.iii.22. 

repining;, reluctant to praise, 'Troil. and Cres., 
I.iu.243. 

replenished* full, comphde, Win. 'Tate., 2.1.79. 
replication* reply. Ham., I,ii.l3; echo. 

i*everl)eration, Jul. Cues., l.i.4 7. 
reposurc* placing, l.ear, 2.i.G8. 
reprisal* prize, 1 Hen. 4, 4.i.li8. 
reprobance, danmution, oth.. 6.il.212. 
reprove, dispiove, 2 Hen, o, 3.i.40. 
repugrn, resist, l llev. G, 4.1.94. 
repugnancy, rt^sistaucc, I'inwn, 3.v. l6. 
repure* punfy again. 'Trail, and Cres., 3.ii.21. 
repute, value. 2 Hen. G. 3.i.48. 
require, to request, Cor.. 2.iii.l. 
requiring:* ro«iucst, M. Meas., 3.1.235. 
requit* repaid, 'Tern., 3.iii.71. 
x'ere-mice, hats, Mid. N. Ur., 2.ji.4. 
resemblance* probability, M. Meas., 4.ii.t78. 
resist* repel. Per., 2.ili.29. 
resolution* cirtainty, Lear, 1.11.90, 
resolve* dissolve, 'Timon, 4.Ui.437; free from 
doubt, answ'er a question, ,/«/. 3.i,132; 

retolv'd eorrection, purposed cliastiseTneut, 
2 Hen. 4, 4.1.213. 

respect* noun, without respect, apart from its 
conU;xt, Mer. Fen., 6.i.99; rank, estimation, 
Jtfl. l.ii.69; bu.'ic rt'spccl.s of thrift, con¬ 

siderations of profit. Ham., ;i.ii.l78; dt libera¬ 
tion, Troil. and Cres., 2,ii.49; upon, respect, 
dolibc.raUdy, Lear, 2.iv.23; verb, consider, 
Afid. N. Ur., l.i.lGO; rc.spcr/iw.v, rcnuunbcTing, 
in comparison with, iriw. 'Tale. 6.i.35. 
respective, re.spertnr Icuitv, deliUeiiiLo forbear¬ 
ance, Rom. and JnL. 3.i.l20; courteous, John, 
l.i.l88; to be admired. Two Gent. I'er., 
4.iv.njl. 

respectively* very warmly, Timon, 3.i.8. 
respite, delay, I lien. G, 4.1.170; determin'd 
respite, a.ppf»inted end of the time (in which 
my crimes went unpunished), Rich. 3, 5.i,l9. 
rest* term from card gome of primero signifying 
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tbo stake on wliicli t,]»e sramo t.nrne<l, the loss 
of which ended the frame—so hazanl every- 
tbinfr, make an end of inattei-, liom. ami Jul,^ 

resting^, iininovnhle. .7»d. rVfcs., :ki.t»l. 
resty, slnstri^^h, Troil. and Crrs., l.iii/’O:}; Son., 
ion, i). 

retreat, witJulrawal from pursuit, 2 Tfm. 4, 

retrograde, with apparent, hnekward motion 
in the heavens, All's U'lil, l.i.lSO; contrary. 
If am., 1 ,ii.l It. 

return, naan, reply. Urn. ft. 2.iv.r27: Vtrh. to 
send hack 8oin«?one, Timnn, ‘.kvi.ti?; to be 
handed over. Jltnn., l.i.Ol. 
reverb, reverhcralc, Lear, 1.1.1.'’in. 
reverberate, hills, ro-ccli<diifr, Tw. yiijhl, 
i.v.y.'itj. 

reverse, liack-hnndod thrust in fencing, il/er. 
ll ins 2.iii.21. 

reversion, in rrvi‘r.sion, in the fnhnre. Trail, and 
Crt'fl., a.ii.SO. 

review, st^e .again. Jl'in. Tale, t.iv.fhOtJ. 
revolution, change, us made hy time or the 
turning of Fortune’s whiad. flam., a.i.S.S. 
revolve, turn ovt r in min<l, Ta\ yiu/,1, 2.V.128, 
rhapsody, m<'aningle!;;s v<>rldage. Ham., 8.iv.4.S. 
Rhenish, Kliino Avine. flam., I.iv.io. 
rheum, a. flow of toaia. saliva, etc., bi.^tson 
rheum, blinding tears, Ham,, ‘J.ii.aOll: il/cr. 
Vcn., l.iii.l 12; a disease c laaraeterized by sneh 
an (‘xoessive flow. Ant. and Cko., ;t,li..')7: 
rheumatic diseases, diseas<‘s brought on i)y an 
<'xee.ssivo tlow, .1/a/. N, Dr., ‘i.i.lO'); rheamu, 
causing the morbid cjoudilion, Jal, Cues., 
2.1.20(1. 

ribaudred, rihaadred nag of Egupt, Egyptian 
harl»»t, Ant. and Cleo,, 

riggish, wantonly inellned, Ant. and Cleo., 
2.ii.244. 

right, m/e., exactly, to the life, 2'roi1. and Cres., 
l.iii.l 70. 

right-hand, right-hand, file, patrleian.s. Cor., 

rigol, virv\c,golden rifn^J, crown, 2 Hen. i, 4.V.3C. 
rim, lining cd belly, Hen. 5, 4.iv.l4. 
ring, crack'd within the ring, coin rc’tidc'red nn- 
c urnnd by a crac k extending inside the ring 
round tin; sovcr«’igij’s tlligy. Ham.. 2.ii.l23 
ring-carrier, o g(;-h(tween. All's Well, 3.v..‘<y. 
ripe, sinl'i)i(f-/ ipe, ready to sink, Cimi. Err.. 

l.i.7S; r<*a(ly prc'pared. Mid, .V. Dr., 6.1.42. 
rivage, shore. J/en. 5, :hCAm*.14. 
rival, jairtiur. Ham., rivalily, partner¬ 
ship, and (dco., 3.V.S. 

rivelled, wrinkled, 'Trod. and. Cres., .'V.l.'il. 
rivo, a toper’s exclamation. I Hen, 4, 2.iv.l()7.j 
road, roadstead, Mer. Ven., l.i.iy. 
robustious, violent (in aedion or declamation). 
Ham., 3.ii.y. 

rogue, vagrant, J.ear, 4.vil.3y; roftuing, 

wandering. Her.. 4.i.yH. 
roisting, I'onfing, Tnnl. and Cres., 2.ii.203. 
romage, tminoil, IHun.. 1.1.107. 

Roman, Kowan hand, the* style of handwriting 
called llc)man or Italian tliat replaced tlu 
English hand, 'J'w. Xif/hl, 3.iv.28, 
rondure, s|)ii< re. Son., 21, 8. 
ronyon, .scabby ereotnre, .'Mac., l.iil.fi. 
rook, squat, 3 Hen. C, 5.v),47. 
ropery, knavery, Jami. and Jut,, 2.iv.142; 
rojiedricks (may be connected with ‘ ropery '). 
Taw. Shrew, l.ii.lOy. 
roted, learnt by rote. Cor.. 3.il.55. 
rother, ox, Timun, 4.iii.l2. 
round, adp, roundest manner, plainest-, Lear, 
l.iv.63. 

round, to whisiier, John, 2.i..5C«. ^ 

roundel, a danet^ in a circle. Mid. N. Dr., ; 
roundly, unceremoniously, IHch. 2, 2.i.l22. 
roundure, circuit, John, 2,1.251). j 

rouse, a bumper, Oth., 2.hi.(JO; carouse. Ham., 
2.i.58. 

royal, gold coin, value 10 shillings, 1 Hen, 4, 
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l.ii.l3fi: (i>unniMg on royal ^10 shillings, noble 
Os. Kd.. diflerenec ^ 40 pence-=^teu groat.s), 
Jlirh. 2. .6.v.(i7. 

roynish, scurvy. As You Like. 2.ii.8. 
rub, ffouu. impediment (from game of bowdsi, 
iUrr., ;j.i.(i0; rerh, ruhh'd, diverted from his 
<‘our‘;e. 1a ar. 2.li.l 10. 

rubious, rul)y-col<Mjred, Tw. Night, l.iv.31. 
ruddock, rcitin. Cytn.. 4.ii.22.5. 
rudesby, nidci fellow, '/'am. Shrew, S.ii.lO. 
rue. pity, 'I'Uus, l.i.lO.'). 

rufhe, noun, ostentation, Ta>v. Comp., 68; 

bluster, swagger. 'I'ifu.s, i.i..‘>13. 
rug-headed, shaggy-hair’d, 7(a7». 2, 2.i.ir>(), 
rump-fed, fat rumiuTl, well fed (bat- othc'r 
suggestions i)nt foiward), Mac., l.iii.O. 
runagate, deserter, fugitive, Horn, and Jul., 
.‘bv.SO. 

runaways (not satisfactorily exjdained), Rom. 
and Jul., M.ii.O {rp. ragaionds, ra.scaJs, and 
runawai/s. Rich. 3, 5.ili.31G). 
russet, lioincspim crieth, HO j>loin, genuine, 
L. Lah. fjist. 6.ii.413; russet-paled, grey¬ 
headed, Mid. N. Dr., 3.ii.21. 
ruth, futy, ruthful, pitiable, Trail, and Cres., 
5.lii.48. 

Saba, (^tieon of Pheljo: ‘ Saba ’ is the spelling 
used in the Hi.shops' Jtihle, Hen. 8, 5.V.23. 
sable, blac k. Ham,. 2.11.440. 
sables, garment trimmed with a brenvn fiir^ for 
ceremonial or leisure. Ham., 3.ii.12.'>; 4.vii.S0. 
sack, a while wine of Sherry (htss from Spain 
or (-anaricH, 1 Hen. 4. I.ii.7. 
sackbut, mtisieal instrument of brass group, 
like trombone, ('or.. ;).iv.48. 

Sackerson, a t>< rforn^ing bear at i'arls garden, 
Mer. M'ires Win., 1.1.200. 
sacring bell, during Mass, the bell rung at 
elevaliou of TTost; or bell calling to morning 
prayer. Hen. K. 11.21)6. 

sad, Heriou.s, grave; speak sad brow and true, 
maid, in all trutli and sincerity. As You Like, 
3.il.200; Jul, Cac.s.. I.I..217; sad-cy'fl, of 
.scrlouH countenaneo, Hen. 5, l.ii.202; sadness, 
gravity, 3 lien. 0, 3.ii.77. 
safe, sane, sound, Oth.. 4.1.200. 
saffron, croeiis-yrdlow (alluding to yellow 
starehM niffs, etc.). All's Welt, 4.V.2. 
Sagittary (i) the Centaur whom medieval 
romnne-ers represent a.s lighting ns an archer 
for the* TrojariH, 'Trail, and (Jrcs., ,6.v.14 ; 
(ii) An inn with the sign of Sagh.tarins (hut. 
tlcere arc other explanations), Oth., I.i.l5t). 
sail, ships, armndo of coweieted sail, dereal-ed 
fUict-, John, 3.iv.2. 

sain, lofine been sain, said before, L. Lah. Lost 
3.i.77. 

salad days, ycuith. Ant. and Cleo,' l.v.73. 
salamander, fabl<*d to live in lliv, so of toper’s 
red face, 1 f/en. 4, 3.iil.4 0. 
sale-work, ordinary ready-made quality. As 
You lAI.c, 3.v..)3. 

Salique, Saligue law, law' limiting suecessiori to 
heirs nuric. Hen. 6, l.ii.64. 

Sallet (i) salad, 2 Hen. 0, 4.x.8; sallels, Hpic\v 
or bawdy line.s, Ham., 2.ii.436; (ii) light 
helmet, 2 Hen. 0, 4.x. 10. 
salt, man of salt, tearfnl, />ar, 4.vi.l00; biting, 
'f'roit. and Cre.**., 1.jii.371; wanton, Ant. and 
('Iro., 2.1.21. 

Saltiers, perliaps for ‘Satyrs’, Win. 'Tale, 
4.iv.320. 

salute, excite, please. Hen. 8, 2.iil.103, 
sanctimcnlous, sacred. 'J'em., 4.1.10. 
sanctuarize, Hhelter, Ham.. 4.vii.l27. 
sandblind, almost blind, Mer. Wen., 2.ii.31. 
sanded, sand colour’d. Mid. N. .Dr,, 4.1.117. 
sandy, sandy hour, hour marked by the falling 
sand in liour-glaHH, 1 Hen, 0. 4.ii.30. 
sanguine, sanguine cemard, full-blooded coward, 
1 Hen. 4, 2,iv.235; pink (and white) cheek’d, 
Titus, 4.1i.i)7. 

sans, without, As You Like, 2.vii.l66, 
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sarcenet, adj., imidc of flimsy silk (BaiHcenic). 
TroU, and Crcs.^ 5.i.2f); flimsy, 1 //en. 4, 
:{.i.2r>‘2. 

Sfirtsm, Samm vJftin, Bnlishiiry plain, Lear, 
2.ii.7S. 

Saturn, planet, under vvl)i<rh saturninorljnracters 
\\on^ horn, revengeful. Much Ado, l.iii.lO; 

Savoy, palJiee in Sti-and, 2 llf'ti. (J, 4.vii.l. 
say (i) serpe, 2 /Icn, ti, 4.vii.23; (ii) accent, 
(inalily Lear, h.iii.l44. 

’SbJood, l»V < Jod’s blood, flam., 2.ii.3n2. 
scaffoldagre, flie Ix^aids of the s(ap:e. Trail, and 
Crr^t., l.iii.loO. 

scald, s<*nrvy. Aid. and CJco.. 
scale, rcalcd ww/Zs, H atteicd shoals. Trod, and 
,').v.22. 

SCamble, Keramhlo, John, 
scamels ivinion.s Hiitf^estions, e.g-. scainells, 
seana ws), 'I'ciu.. 2.ii.1G2. 
scantUngr, sample, 'J’roil. and Crcfi.. I.liljfti. 
scantly. d<*ra‘eeiatiiigly. Aid. and ('Icn., .'hiv.O. 
scari'C (imaniiig doiildful), v///’.s HV//, 4.ii.3S. 
scathe, nonII, injury, John, 2.i.7a; verb, to 
in,inr‘(‘, Lom. and Jid., l.v.H'J, 
scatter, scadcr'd Iciinjdoin, disunited ivalni, 
Lear, .‘hi..31. 

scene, neenc indiridable, the loealily of events 
nnehanjP'd, unity of plu<‘e. Ham.. 2.ii.30,'>. 
schedule, (ioeinneiit, Jid. ('acs.. :hi..'h 
school, university. Ham,, l.ii.113; the learned 
facMilties, All'ti ll’cl.1. 1,iii.231. 
science, knowh^dge. Ad's It'cd, .Odii.lO.'h 
scion, <‘utting ha- grafting, H’iii. Tale, 4.iv.f»3; 
hud, Oth.. 1,iii.33I. 

sconce, feit. Hen. b, 3.vi.7l: i induction. Com. 

Am. 2,ii.34; hea<l. Ham., ,0.1.JMh 
scorch, eut. Com. Krr., 5.j.lM3. 
score, the score and (he tallu, reekoiiing.s kept by 
notching a stick, 2 Hen. (i, *l.vil.32; on (h< 
.score, in debt, Tam. Shreic, Tnd.ii.2l. 
scot, seal and lot in full, 1 Hen. 4, Tj.iv.l 14. 
scotch, noun, gash, wound. Aid. and (Jco.. 
4.vii.l0; verb, to cut, wound. Cor., 4.v.|K(;; 
Mac., 3.ii,13 (where Folio rea<lH scorch'd— 
eve scorch). 

scrimer, fencer. Ham., 4.vii.l00. 
scrip, document. Mid. A’. Dr., l.ii.3. 
scrip, scriji and scri'ti/iafjc, Kh(‘pli<-‘t“<l’« imucli (the 
seet)nd element f)eiijg a nonce formation), 
you Ukc, 3.ii.t52. 

scriptures, writinfrs, lett(T (with reference 1( 
lioly \\rit), Cym., 3.iv.7t). 
scroul, indicate roughly (as a scrawl may). 
'Ldus, 2.iv..'>. 

scroyle, rascal, John, 2.i.373. 
scrubbed, undorsi/ed, Mcr. ]'’cu., 5.1.102. 
scrupulous, scnipulous faciioii, Jjesilaliug 
allegiHiice, Ant. and Clco., l.iii.lS. 
sculls, shoals, Troil. and rms., y.v.22, 
scullion, kitchen drudge. Ham.. 2.ii.r»83. 
scut, tail of a deer, Mer. H'ivcs jyin.. ,'».v.l7. 
’Sdeath, by (Icul's deatli, fV»r., 1.1.215. 
sea-coal, pit coal (not charcoal), so called 
being brought to T/ondon by sea fjom New- 
easi le. 2 //eu. 4. 2.i.85, 

seal, i^ral'd quarts, Tuenstires ofTleially staniped 
as <‘nrroet. Tam. Shreic, Ind.ii.HO. 

seam, fat. Trod, and Cres. 2.ni.'!80. 
sea-maid, mermaid. Mid. A'. J)r.. 2.i.l54. 
sea-monster, that to which Hesione daughter 

of J..aome<lon King of Troy was exposed and 
fi'om which she was deliyt red by Ilereuios, 
not for h»ve hut for a. gift of horses, Mcr. yen.. 
3.ii.57. 

seamy, seamy side, worst side. Oth., 4.ii.l47. 
sear, sere, sere or withered stale. Mar,, 5.ill.23; 

scar\L witlK-red, fjor. Comp,, 14. 
searcher, ollit^er that reported on the cause of 
death and kept, watch for ensos of plague, 
Horn, and Jut,, 5.li.8. 

BeBTChiae,. acarchiiw terms, invective, 2 lien. G, 
3.ii.31 J; searcMna wine, intoxicating, 2 Hen. 4, 
2.iv.27. 


second, supT»orter, Lear. 1,vi.H)5. 
sect (i) a <Mitting, Oth., l.iii.33l: (iij a division, 
party, Lear, 5.iii.l8; womankind, 2 Hen. 4, 
2.iv.37. 

sectary, sectary astronomical, an aslrologcr, 
fA-ar, i,ii.H3. 

secure, adj., free from all suspicion or <arc. 
.secure hour, b jiring no da.ng( r, Ham., l.v.Cl; 
Oth.. 3.Lii.2n2: vcih, to make eai-olerts. jAur, 
4.1.21; secure thy heart, free it irum anxiety, 
Timon. 2.ii. 177. 

security, scevrdy i.s mm tads chiefcst enemy, lack 
of vigilance, Mac., 3.v,:>2. 

See, the See, Komc. M. Mens.. 3.1i.20(). 
seeded, come to a head, aelive, Troil. and C'rc.s., 

seedness, .sowing, ^f. Mea.s., l.iv,4 2. 
seel, to the eyes of a. eai»ti,ir(Ml falcon ]»y 

a thread Ihrongh ilK<'>ejids, S(,> to h‘md. Oth., 
3.i!i.2l 1: Mar.. 3.ii,40. 

seeming, ajmearuiit^e, outward show line or 
false, U'l'n. Tale. 4.iv.75; Much Ado. i.'.bb. 
seld, scld-shoiru fUnneus. pi iests wlio seldom 
atmear in ru.hlic. Cor., 2.i.2U3. 

Semblablc, adj., .similar. 2 Hm. 4, 5.i.(I2; noun, 
hi,s s.nihlabSc, hi.s liki*. Timon. 4.iii,22. 
sennet (in stage diicctions) tnnniiol notes to 
mark (‘ntranee or exit of a luoecssion, .Mac., 
:?.i,!b fS.tl.). 

se’nnfgbt, week (from ancient custom of 
higimu'og day at sunset), Oth., 2.i,77. 
senseless, scnselis.s ihinys, ohjei'ts without 
feeling, ./id. Cars., 1.i,3r>: senseless conjuration, 
addressed to the inanimate earth. Rich, 2, 
.*l.ii.23. 

sensible, the. .sensible nn uch, the evideiuo of 
one of tlie Hens(*s. Ha.m.. l.i..')?: ea])abl<i of 
ph.wioal or spiritind b'cling. Mid. X. Dr., 
5,i.l80; i)/cr. Fee., 2.viiL48; callable of Tteing 
fi'lt. Mac.. 2.1.30. 

sensibly, sensibly in yriej, afVeeted by grief. 
Ham., 1-V.147; sensibly outdares, in spite of 
being .subject to paiji, wounds, etc., Cor., 
1 .iv.51. 

sentence, moral saying, maxim, Mcr. yen., 
I .ii.P. 

sententious, full of wise saws, As Vou Like, 
a.iv.Ou. 

septentricn, the north. 3 Hen. 0. I.iv.l30. 
sequent, following, Ofh., l.ii.41; «'onse«|uent, 
J.ear, l.ii.l02. 

sequester, lumn, separation, Oih,, 3.iv.37; 
nrb, .sequc.sfred, Be.[)arated, As \'un Like, 
2.h33. 

sequestration, separation, Ofh., l.iii.343 (iaa- 
liaps scijiaO). 

sere, ticUc o’ Ih' sere, en,sil.v set otV (like a gun 
with a l(tw trigger pres.siire, the sere lieing 
part of the trigger mechanism), Ham., 2.ii.322. 
Sergeant, haililT, Ham., .’).ii.32S. 
serpigo, skin disease. Trod, and Cres., 2.iii.7u. 
servant, avowed lover, 7’avi Ucni. J’er., 2.i.P7. 
set. .stake, 117m .sr/.s me else i Who puts ilowu 
a .stake tehallen{»(‘) against me, Ruh. 2, 4.i.57; 
(a..s in musl<-). Two (lent. ]'cr., l.ii..Sl. 
setter, sity for thieves, l Hen. 4, 2.ii.tP. 
several, adi,, a several plat, a T)ri^ ai<* eia-losure. 
Son., I37.P; as opposed to eommon land, 
L. Lab. Lost, 2.i.222; noun, sercrals, viarlit'u- 
lais, I/cn. 5, 1.1.8(5. 

sewer, Imth'r, .servant responsible for siuviee 
at tahlo. Mar., l.vli.l fB.D.k 
'Bfoot, by liod’s foot, Troil. and Cres., 2.iil.5. 
shag, hairy, shay-haiCd. kern, 2 Hen. (J, 3.i.3(>7. 
exhale, shell. Hen. 5, 4.ij,l8. 
shameinc’d, mode.st, backward. Rieh. 3, 
I.iv.l37. 

shard (i) broken bit of pottery. Hum.. 5.1.225; 
(ii) %vii)g*ease or wing of beetle. .4ut. and. Cleo., 
3.ii.20; shard-borne, M(W., 3.11.42; sharded, 
(dm-- 3.Hi.20. 

sharh* shark up, gatJier as chance offers. Ham., 
1.1.08. 

sheal’d, shell'd, Lear, l.iv.l98. 
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sliearmaiit rlotb-ciiitor, 2 lien, (i, 4.i{J28. 
8lieav*d. sheav*d hat. gtnuv hat, Imv, Comp.. 31. 
sheep^biter, t<rm nif iihiise. Tw. NiaU. 2.v.5. 
Slioerr l>uro. Rich. 2, o.iii.Ol; for sheer ale, lor 
ale alone, Tam. Shrew, lii(l.ii.22. 
shent. hlanictl. Ham.. :{.ii-388. 

8]ierris> sack, from Xeres in Spain, 2 Hen. 4, 
4.Ui.l01. 

trick, John, 4.iii.7. 

ship-tlre* <*lul)orate head'dress, Mer. IVit^es 
II in., 3.iii.48. 
sllive, 2.1.87. 

sboalt HlutJlow, Moi'., l.vii.fi (Folio reads 
‘ Hchool ’); Hen. 8, 3.ii.43(), 
sllooli» shoes, 2 Hen. (>, l.ii.lSO. 
shOt» reckoninif, Cym., o.iv.l.‘i5; shot-free, 

without paying?, 1 Iten. 4, .'i.iii.lU). 

Sllotten» sheiten herriny, iu rriuK tliat has shed 
its roe and is <»f little v^jiluc, I Hen. 4, 2.iT.122. 
shoyjghf shojrtfy doK, Mae., 3.i.h;$. , ,, 

shoulderosliotten, damuj^ed iu the shoulder. 
Tam. Shi'rw, 3.ii.d2. 

sliove-grroat* shore-on'xjf shijlinp (same ns an 
Edward shovel-hoard, Mer. ITirrs ff ’in., I.i.lSU), 
: smooth Hhillitig for game of riliovO'halfj>emiy, 
2 Hen. 4. 2.iv.l82. 

Slirewdy shrewish. Mid. AT. Hr., 3.il.323; 
malicious, All's Well, 3.V.G5; evil, Ant. and 
Vleo., 4.ix..5. 

shrieve» slierilT, All's Well, 4.ill.174. 
shrift. eonfeseion and absolution, /2mn. and 
.Jill., 2.iii.oG. 

shrill-groTsedf shrill-throated, Le^r, 4.vi.58. 
shrine, image, Rom, andJul.. l.v.U2. 
shroud, slielter. Ant. anrt Cleo.. 3.xiii.71. 
shrouds, roiK\s sui)porting must, John, 5.vii.(»3. 
shroWy shrew, L. Lab. JmsI, 5.ii.4G. 
side, hhCikol.M.Meas., 2.ii.l49. 
sicffe, seat. M. Meas., 4.ii.ti4; men of royal 
sieue. ro>aI uneestorH, Oth., l.ii.22. 
silly, bclpK'.SK, Two Cent, f'er., 4.i.72. 
simple, n.c'dioinaJ herbs were called simples 
because ingredients in medieval compounds, 
Lear, l.iv.H; Jfani., 4,vii.M4. 
simplidty, folly. Sun.. GG. 11. 
simular, sinmlar man of virtue. Jiy pocrito, Lear, 
3.1i.54; spocioua, Ci/tn., .5.v.20d. 
singrule, to single out. L, iMh. Lost, 5.i.G8, 
sinister, left, Troil. and Cres., 4,v.l28; dis¬ 
courteous, Tw. A'iyht, l.v.105. 
sir -reverence, cormijtioo of * save your 
rovttrence’. Rom. and Jul,, l.iv.42; Com. Err., 
.'hil.bO. 

sister. Sisters Three, the throe Fatc.s, Mid. N. 
Hr., o.i.327. 

size, sizes, allowances, I^ear, 2.iv.l74; share, 
Ant. and Cleo., 4.xv.4. 

skains-mates. unexplained term of reproach, 
Rmn. and Jut., 2.i \ .loO. 
skillet, kitchen pot, Oth., 1.ui.272. 
skipper, giddy youth, Tam. Shrew, 2.i.331. 
skixT. scour, Mac., 5.iii.3o, 
slab, sticky, Mac., 4.1.32. 
sleave, skein of silk, Mac., 2.ii.37. 
sledded, sledded Rolacks, l*oicK on sledges. 
Ham., l.i.G3. 

sleeve-hand, wristband, Win. Tale, 4.iv.207. 
sleid, sleid silk, untwisted silk, Troil. and Crt\s., 
.5.i.2». 

'Slid, By Clod’s oy<?lid (rp. Troil. and Cres., 
l.ii.2(>3); Tw, Niy/d, 3.iv,374. 

’Slierht, By Ciod’s ligl.t, Tw. Myhi, 2.V.30. 
slip, counterhiit Rom. and Jul., 2.iv.48 

(witti similar pun at TroiL and Cres., 2.111.24). 
slipper, slippery, Oth,, 2,i.238. 
slipshod, in slijjpeiH, Jjear, l.v.ll. 
sliver, tmm, small branch. Ham., 4.vli,174; 

verb, tofir away, Lear, 4.11.3J. 
slops, wide brtwjches, 2 Hen. 4, l.ii.28. 
slubber, to sc*«.mp, Mer. Ven., 2.viii.39. 
smatch. taste, Jul. Vacs., 5.V.46. 
smock, woman's undergarment, so a woman, 
a shirt and a strouck, a man and wumah. Rom. 
and JtU,, 2.iv.99. 
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smoke, drive from hiding with smoke, so show 
up faults, All's Well, 3.\i.93. 
smoo^, flatter, Rich. 3, l.iii.48. 
smuff, spierk and span, Lear, 4.vi.200. 
sneap, snub, 2 Hen. 4, 2.1.118. 
snedk-up, expression of contempt, Tw. Niyhf, 
2.iii.90. 

snipt-taffeta, snipi-laffda fdlow, over-drosscd 
creature. All’s Well, 4.v.2. 
snuff, huff, Lear, 3.1.26; to take in snuff, to 
resent, 1 Hen. 4, l.iii.41. 
sob, a rest during viiii(;h a horse recovers its 
wind, so pmmingly ut Com, Err., 4.iii.22. 
soiled, soiled horse, over-fed, Lear, 4,vi.l22. 
sole, unicpic, John, 4.iii..02. 
solexnnity. festivity, Rom. and Jul., l.v.Cl. 
solidare, coin, Timon, 3.i.43. 
sonties, suints, Mer. fen.. 2.ii.39. 
sooth, truth. Mac., l.ii.liO; flattery, Rich. 2, 
3.iij.l36. 

sop, <‘ake or wah'i* in wine, 7'am. Shrew, 3.ii.l72. 
sophister, one wdio makes wrong aj>peai‘ right., 
2 Hen. 6. ,0.i.l91. 

sophisticated, disguised (by clothes), Lear, 
3.iv.l0,'). 

Sophy, Shah of Persia, Tw. Niyht, 2.V.101. 
sore, see bu<‘k. 

Borei, sec buck. 

smrt, nenin (i) lot, Troil. and Cres., l,ili.376; 
(ii) rank, M. Mc<is., 4,iv.l6; cidleetion. Mid, 
iV. Hr., 3.ii.l3 ; Jtiany in .v>r/, many t(»g(dhcr, 
Mid. N. Hr., 3.ii.2l; verb, ordain, Rich. 3, 
2.iii.3C; choose, Tiw Cent. Ver., 3.ii.92; put 
axiioiig. Ham.. 2.ii.2(iG; suit. Ham., l.i.109. 
soz*tance, agivenient, 2 Hen. 4, 4.i.l I. 
souse, sw’oop dowm ou, John, .O.il.irK), 
sous’d, sous'd ffurnei, fish treated in brine, 
I Hen. 4, 4.ii.l2. 

South Sea, a Smith Sen of Hisrorery, a lengthy 
vovage in the utiknown Pacific, ..4s Vou Like, 
3.ii.l83. 

sowl, pull, T'or., 4.V.200. 

Sowter, cobbler os nanio of hoijiid, Tw. Niyht. 
2.V.113. 

span-counter, game in which a coin is thrown 
to hit or Hu beside anoUu.^r, 2 Hen. 6, 4.U.1.'>2. 
spavins, joint-disease of h(>rse, Tam. Shrew, 
3.ii.50. 

spectacles, the eyes. 2 Hen. C, 3.11.112. 
speculation, vision, Mac., 3.iv.95. 
speculative, with jiower of seeing, Oth., 
I.Hi.27U. 

sperr, sperr up, shut uih Ttml. and Cres., 
IVol. 19. 

sphere, the tuned spheres, the Sim, Moon and 
Phmela were con«idei*e<i as eaiTied round the 
earth by transparent coiu'cntric spheres, whose 
motains produced a hai’ruouioua sound, Ant, 
amt Clea., f).ii.84. 

spherical, sp/urical predominance, influence of 
planets, Lear, l.ii.ll8. 
spill, kill, Lear, S.li.S. 
spital, hospital. Hen. (>, .'i.i.75. 
spleen, regarded as seat of anger, pugnacity, 
violent laughter, M. Meas., 2.ii.l22. 
splinter, join (as with splints), Oth., 2.ili.313. 
spongy, soaked in drink, Mac., l.vii.71. 
spot, pattern, Oth., 3.iii.439. 
spraig, quick, Mer. Wires Win., 4.i.75. 
sprinerc, snare. Ham., l.iii.liro 
springrhalt, leg-discaso iu horse, lien. 8, 
l.in.l3. 

square, to menatirc, Troil. and Ores., 6.ii.l30: 

to quarrel, Mid. N. Hr., 2.i..30. 
squarer, quarreiler, Much Ado, l.i.C6. 
squash, unripe peascod. Mid. N. Hr., 3.1.172. 
squene, squint, /^car, .S.iv.ll5. 
squier. carpenter's rule, L. Lab. Lost, 5.11.474. 
sqniny. squint, Lear, 4.vi.l37. ^ 

staff, slaves, }anr« shafts. Rich. 3, 5.jii.65. 
staffgrers. disease in animals accompanied by 
giadiness, Tam. Shrew, 3.ii.51. 
stale (1) bait, Tem., 4.1.187: dupo, I'UuSt 
l.i.304; (li) urine, AnL and Cleo,, l,iy.62. 
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StaxnPi* ooin, mctlal, Mac., 4.itj.ir>3. 
siancMesSt insatiable, Mac,, 4.ni.78. 
standinfiP-'bed* bod on legru, Mtr. Wives Win., 
4.V.O. 

staniel, poor type of bawk, Tm. Niahi. 2.V.105. 
staple, before spinningr into yarn, L. lAtb. 
lAfsi, 5.1.la. 

starting:-hole, rofugre. 1 Tim. 4. 2.iv.2a5. 
state, cotfs slate, jret up inurterH of states Tw. 
NluhU rbair of autliority or diijuity, 

Tw. iS:iuht, 2.V.I2. 
statist, stHtesman. llam., 

statute-cap, i»elr) tl»e wool trade I*arlln.ineiU 
made tbe wearing of woollen caps eompulsory 
on Sundays, />. Lah. iMst, 5.11.28 i. 
sii&kler-like, as an umpire, 7Vo<7.. and i'rvji., 
.'t.vili. 1H. 

stigrmatic, marked out ils wicked by Komc 
dc:loruii1y, 2 Jlirn. d, 5.1.21.5. 
stm, culrerb, always, .'itiU-ve.c'd JienruK/thes, 
always storm bound, 2'cni., I.li.22n. 
StUlitory* a Htlll, t'en. and Adon.. 413, 
stint, to eatiso to cease, 2'roU. and Cres., 
4.V.93; to cease. Horn, and JiU., l.iii.49. 
stithy, smithy, Ham,. 3.ii.82. 
stoccaidO, tliruftt, Mcr. H ives U'in., 2.1.201; 
alia idoccala, at the thrust, Horn, and Jid., 
:i.i.72. 


stock, sec. stoccado. 

stock-hsh, dried eod, Roflened before cooking 
with beating, Tern., .‘bii.d?. 
stole, garment, />/r. Comp., 21)7. 
stomach, noun, indinalioii, As You hike, 
,S.ii.20; cotiragc, ambition. Ham., 1.1.U)0. 
stone-bow, <TO.ss-bow’ lor discharging stones, 
Tw. JYiukh 2.v.l.'h 

stoop, to (htseend upon juey, lien. 5, 4.1.107. 
store, increaso. Son,, 11.0. 
stoup, (lagon, Ham., 5.1.00. 
stover, fodder, 'Tern., 4.1.03. 
straight-pisht, erec t, Cym.. 5.\.1G4. 
strangreness, alooiness, Trail, and Ores., 
2.iii.l22. 


strappado, a punishment in whicli the victim 
is hointed by a ro]M^, let full, and Uum brought 
up wilh a jerk, to dislocate lus joint-s, I Hen. 4, 
2.iv.230. 

strike, shed evil inllucn<?e. Ham., 1.1.102; sirike 
the vessels, lap the twisks, Ant. and CIca)., 
2.vii.l)5. 


strossers, strait s(ro.ssers. iuiitow trousers. 
Hen, 5, 3.vii.53. 

stuck, see stoeendo, Tw. Night, 3.iv.203. 
Styifiau, of Styx, river of lielJ, Trail, and Cre.s.. 
3.ii.0. 

Style, title, 1 Hen. «, 4.vU.72. 
subscribe, sign to, sign aw'ay, Lear, l.u.24; 
assess, cdiarocterize, liich. 2, l.iv.50; Much 
Ado, fi.ii.ol; admit, M. Mean., 2.iv.89; all 
cruets else subscribe, write off all other cruelt ies, 
Lear, 3.vli.04. 

subscription, obedience, Lear, 3.ij.l8. 
succeed, follow as a natinai or Ic^al con- 
sequence, Lear, l.ii.l37; bloody .suctceding, 
inevitablo duel, All's Well, 2.1)1.189. 
success, in wftose sueccss, as l.ludr issue. Win. 
Tale, i.ii.394; success of mischief, disa^slroiis 
consequences. 2 Hen. 4, 4.h.4 7. 
succession, those coming after In like con* 
diUon, Airs Well, 3.V.21; after otmdithm, 
inheritance, Ham.., 2.11.347. 
sufieranoe, forliearance. Hen. 5, 3.vi.l21. 
sussest, persuade, iiiRtriUit, .S'oa., 141, 2; Cor., 
2.1.235; socluce, Olh.. 2.iii.341. 

SUKtfestion, incriternemt, Iaot, 2.1.73. 
summoner, ofllccu* who cited jicrsons l>cfc»rc 
ecdestiajjitlcal courts, Lmr, 3.ii.59. 
sumpter, luiek-horse, so drudge, Lear, 2.iv.215. 
suppose, oouriUrfeU sappo8e.s. deeeiitivo sub- 
Ht hutions, T’am. Shrew, 6.i.l04. 
surcease, noun, cessation, Mac., l.\ii.4. 
sur-rc^^d, overridden, Hen. 6, 3,v.l9, 
suspiinitlon, bi*eat/hiug. Ham,, i.ii.79. 
sutm, oomp follower, Hen. 5, 2,hl0ii 


swabbj)r, sailor who cleans up, y'w. Night, 

swaddling, swaddling clouts. wraj»]>iugH for 
Tiew'-born infants. Ham.. 2.ii.379, 
swarth. swath, Tw. Xighl, 2.111.139. 
swarth. a//;., daik. 'J'itus, 2.iii,72. 
swath, swathingr, sec swiiddling, 'Tinion, 
4.111.251. 

sway’d, sway'd in the back (of hor.se), weak- 
back M, 2'am. Shrew, .3.11.52. 
sweeting, apple. Hom. and Jul., 2.iv.77. 
swinge, noun, Trail, and Crrs., l.iii.207; 

writ, thnish, 2 Ih n. 4, 5.lv.20. 
swinge-bucklers, bold Pj)a.iks, 2 Hen. i, 
,3.11.20. 

Swithold, Saint Vitulis, mvok<'d ns protection 
agaiiisl nightmare, Lmr. .3.1 v. 118. 
swoopstoke, to take jdl. Ham., 4,v.l39. 
sword-and-buckler, anus uf lower rfwiks, so, 
as ephJiol, <‘unituon, 1 Hen. 4, 1,111,230. 
’Swounds, by (Jod's wouuds. Ham., 2.11..571. ' 
ssrmpathise, share nature. Hen. 5. :).vii.M.3; 
symjnilhizvd error, error shan'd in, Com. En'.. 
5.1.396. 

table (-s), •noun, wood or canvn.s for painting on, 
.John, 2.i.503; note-laxtk (so. table-intok). Ham... 
1-V.107; palm of iiarui, Mer. I'en., 2.ii.ll5; 
l>fu'.kgummui). L. Lab. I^.)si, 5.ii.320; verb, 
list<*d. Cf/m., 1.1V..5. 
tabor, drum, 7'w. A'ight, 3.1.9. 
tabourine, soldier's sule-di uin, 2'roil. and Ores., 
4.V.275. 

taiieta, changeable fajfclu, shot silk, Tw. Night, 
2.iv.73. 

ta^, nibble. Cor.. 3.1.248. 

taint, iumn, disgirwe, Trcril. ami Cres., 1.iii,.37 l; 
tainture, evil statf?, 2 Hen. 6, 2.1.18.3; verb, 
discredit, Oth., 2.1.262; to be atfected, Mac., 
5.iii.3. 

take, bewitoh. Ham.., 1.1.103; fake oaf, copy, 
()th„ 3.iii..3Ui). 

tall, of a tine spei'itncn of manhood or shiiq)ing. 
Ant. and Cleo., 2.Yi.7; Mer. Ten., 3.i..5, 
tame, tamed git re, lu oaeheil cask of wine, 'Vroil, 
and Cres., 4.1.64. 

tarre, to ItMitc (as a dog), //awn, 2.11.340. 
Tartar, Tartarus, liell, Tw. Night, 2.V.184. 
task, to contract, Cor., l.iii.3(>; ehallengc, 
1 Hen. 4, .5.11.51. 

tassel-grentle, tercel male hawk, 7?o/w, and JuL, 
2.iL15!». 

tawdry^lace, neckla^^c (originally from SSaint 
Audrey’s fair), ir/w. Idle. 1.iv.244. 
tax, noun, (trnsui'cs All\s H'cll, 2.1.109; irrb, 
to censure, Ham., l.iv.18. 
taxation, oensuie. ..is Y'ou Like., l.ii.TG; 

deinaiul, 'Tw. Sight, J.v.197. 
teen, gru^f. 'Tem.. 1.11.64. 

tender (i) regard, Lear, l.iT.209; (ii) offer. 
Ham., l.iii.OO. 

tent, noun, roll of linen for cleaning out a 
wound, 'Trail, and 0£:s., 2.ii.l0; verb, to 
probe, Ham,. 2.11.593. 

tercel, male goshawk, TroU. and CV<w.. 3.ii..5l. 
Termagant, a ranting part in the ^^>^sU■.)^y 
c.yrlcK, thoiigjit to bo a Mohammedan deity, 
//«)«., 3.11.13. 

termination, word. Much Ado, 2.i.22I. 
termless, beyond wonls, J^n\ I'omjt., })4. 
tertian, occurriug every other day. Hen, 5, 
2.i.U6. 

tester, sixpence, Mer. Win., l.iii.84. 

testrU, see tester. 

tetchy, peevish. Trail, and Cre.s., l.i.95. 
tetter, urntn, semi’. Ham,, l.v.71; verb, afllict 
aa with the totter. Cor., 3.1.79. 
thane, Scot.s title (the tluines become earls in 
ItLsi Hcene), Mac., 5.viii.62. 

Thessaly, the tniar of 'Thessaly, the CaJydoninn 
boar that nivagt^d liiessaly, slain by Meleager, 
Ant. and Cleo., 4.xili.2. 

Thetis, mother of Achillos, J^oU, and Cres., 

iaii.212. 
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thick, thivk-ey'd, dim uubcodiiisr cyvp, I IIc7i, 4 
2.iii.43; ihick-plrarhrtl, witli deusc mtortwiu 
1t>g bram.-liCH, Mink Ado, l.ii.S. 
thm-belly, ^hiu^bnUy doublet, milined over belly 
L, lAtb, Lost, 3.i.l7. 
third, threod, 7Vm., 4.i.3. 
ihirdborotigrh, <‘oii,slnble, 7'f.mi. ts/irnv, Tnd.i.lb 
Thracian, Tfmwion ,‘o‘nutr, Uri»heus, I\Jtd. A". 
Or., 7).1,49. 

thrasonical, bonstful (from Tbraso, bra^j^infr 
soldid* iu Kmnudtus of Terence), As I'ou Like 

three-man song-men. siTigrcra of thrcc-parl 
ciitehos, II ia. Tale, 4.iii.4b. 
three-pile, rirh \e!v<‘t. irVa. T<tle, 4.iii.l4 
thrce’i>il\l hmwrboles, extiavugaul exaggeiu 
lions, L. ImI). Lost, r*.ii.4()7. 
tlirene, dijw^ (IbrenoH). Idiot nix, 49, 
thrice-crowned, sec liccatc. 
thrift, profir. flam., 
throe, pain. Tew.. 2.\.2T2. 
thrum, thread and thrum, good and bad, Mvt. 
N. Or., /j.i.'JTH; thrnwndd hat, witdi-eaji of 
weaver’s emis, Mrr. Wires l\ in.. 
thwart, p(Tv«:i-se, Jxtrr, adc., uguinst 

iiileiitiou, Tmil. and Cres.. J.iii.l5. 
tickle, so del irately adjusted as to bo imeafe, 
2 Jfen. «, l.i.'ill. 

tight (i) ((f «bip) sound, Tern., 5.i.224; (ii) swift. 
Ant. and Vico., 4.iv.ir». 

tinct, <'oloiir, Uam„ 3.iv.91; flie golden colour 
given by the alebomists’ graiui elixir to base; 
metal. Ant, and Clco., l,v.3G; the elixir it sell. 
All's Well, 5.iii.l02. 

tinctures, tinctures, stains, on llandl;eI•e!def^ 
wlii<'b would be dipped iu tbo blood uud kepi, 
as relies. ,Od. Cues., 2.ii.8U. 
tire, head-di’oss, Mer. IVives Win., 't.iii.iO (so 
tire-raliant indicates a partu'ular style), 
tire, tire on, to devour (as a bird of prey), 
.'i Hen. 0, 1,1.209; Cyni.. 3.iv.93. 
ti?ing-house, diessing-rooni, Mid. A’, Or., S.i.l. 
tisick, cough, 7'roil. and Cres., o.iii.lOl. 
tissue, fabric woven of <foUl tiircad and silk 
.Oit. and (Hco., 2.ii.293. 
tithe, tenth, 7'roil. and Crc^., 2.ii.l9. 
tithing, locality ((»riginnlly eontaining some ten 
families, or of a Imndied), Lear, 3,iv.l,‘l2. 

toast, 1oa.Mt in wine. Mer. ffires Jllrt.. 3.v.3. 
toaze, touze, draw, liHn. Tale, 4.iv.724. 
tod, noun, 28 Ihs. of wool; ircrb, to make up a 
tod, irin. Tale, 4.1ii.3i. 
toil, net. trap, Ham., 3.ii.3:i8. 
token. Lord's tokens, marks of I'laguo and so c.f 
death, «)f infection of love, L. Lab. Lost, 5.ii.42,‘l. 
toll, i»ay the* seller’s due on a sale at market, 
Air,s IfV//, O.iii.ltO. 
tomboys, harlots, ('ym,, l.vi.l21. 
tongs, the tonys and the bones, a percnisKion 
instrument like the triangle, and clappers. 
Mid, N. Or., 4.i.27. 

top-gaUant, mast al>ovo top-mast, .so the very 
height, Horn, and Jul., 2.iv.l<S4. 
tortive, twisted, Trail, and Cre.s., 
touch, 71UUV, inward sense or feeling. Cum.. 
l.i.lB.'i; one touch of judvre, a common 
charaet eristic.;, 7'roil. and Cres., 3.iii.l7r>; 
touchstone, Timon, 4.iii.387; of noble, touch, 
of i»rov(al mobility, (hjr., 4.i.49; verb, to test, 
Timon, il.iii.C; to infc^ct, John, 5.vii.2. 
touze, to tear, M. Mens., 0.1.309, 
train, nmm, bait to tnip. Mew., 4.iii.ll8; verb, 
entice, Com. Err., 3.ii.4.'>. 
trammel up, catch 'as in a not, so dispose of. 
Mae., l.vii.3. 

translate, Iransfonn, Mid. N. Dr., 3.i.10«. 
trash, to curb a bound’s impc'tuosity by adding 
weiglit to the collar, so 0th., 2.1.297. 
traverse, soldier’s drill order, Oih., l.iii.3G7; 
adv,, finite traverse, missing aim with the lance 
at tilting and breaking it cj'oeswlso on the 
opponent, so As You Like, 3.iv.38. 
tray-irip, game witli dice In wliicb threv^ (trey) 
was the Important throw, Tw. Night, 2.V.170. 
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treatise, recital, Mae., ,5.v.l2. 
treble-dated, with thrice man’s span of life, 
Ohcenix. 17. 

trey, throw of three with dice, L. Lab. Lost, 
,’).ii.232. 

tribunal, dais. Ant. and Cleo., 3.vi.3. 
tribune, otticer eiectc*cl by coinmoiia in Home, 
Cor.. l.i.2I3. 

trick, 7/0}/??. fashion, M. Meas., r>.i..'jO;i; 
charactca’lstic, JAar, 4.vi.1(1(1; gift. Ham.. 
5.i.S8; rertt. cover (with reference to heralds’ 
designs jind Iht'ii* hatcdiings to indicate 
colours). Ham.. 2.ii.l.M. 

tricking, furnishings, Mer, U’irr.s ITi?/.. 4.iv.78. 
Trigon, tlie twelve: signs of the /.odiae, wctc 
grcjuped in threes (tr.goir*=) to correspond to 
earth, air. water, tiro, 2 Hen. 4. 2.iv.2r).5. 
triple, the third, or one of thrcH?, An., and Cleo., 
).iA2. 

triumph, occasion of imhlio rejoiedng or 
recreation 3 Hen. (’>, 5.vii.43: trump*car<l, 
Ant. and Cleo.. 4.xiv.20. 
trophy, token. Lor. Comp., 218; mcmoiial, 
Ham.. 4.V.210. 

tropically, metaphorically, JIam.. 3.ii.232, 
truckle-bed, low ])ed that, could bes iiu.slic.;d 
under standing-lied. Mer. IVires H i/}., 4.v.(i. 
truepenny, trusty fellow. Ham., l.v.1.50, 
trundle-tail, long-tail’d dog, Lear. IJ.vi.Gih 
trunk sleeve, wide sleeve, Tam. Shreu:, 
l.iii.l.’lS. 

try, (rring her to try, into the wind, Tan., 
].i.:i3. 

tucket, signal on trumpet, lien. 6, 4,ii.35, 
tuition, protection. Much Ado. l.i.244. 

Tully, Tully's Oeutor, Cicero’s Oe Oratf.rc, 
Titus, 4.i.l4. 

tun-dish, funnel, M. Hfeos., 
twiggen, wicker cf/vering, Oth., 2.m,140. 
twire, twinkle, Son., 28.12. 

umber, earthy lirown colour, As You Like, 
l.lil.108; umber'd, showing dark in the lin- 
light. Hen. T), i.Chor.S). 
umbrage, shadow'. Ham.. 5.ii.U9, 
unable, weak, inadiMiuate, Lear. l.i..'>9. 
unaccommodated, unprovided with what. 

civilization gives, Lear, 3.iv.lU({. 
unadvis’d, unconsidered, Horn, and Jvl., 
2.ii.ll8. 

unanel’d, without receiving oxlremo unction. 
Ham., I.v.77. 

unattainted, impartial. Ihnn. and Jul.. l.il.K.i, 
unavoided, not to be escaped, Jtich. 3, 4.iv.217. 
unbarb’d, unprotected, bare, (7or., 3.ii.99. 
unbated, uublunted, so of rapier without 
button on point. Ham., 4.vii.l38. 
unbolt, explain, 7'imon, 1.1.54; unbolted, 
unsifted. HO crude, Lear, 2.ii.C]. 
unbonneted, without removing iho boniud. 
{rp. Cor., 2.Ji.25, wiiere * bonneted * means 
with cap in hand). Oth., l.ii.23. 
imbookish, vnljcokish jeahmsy, uninstructed in 
ways of soei(;ty, Oth., 4.i.l01. 
unbraided, fresh and new, Win. 7'ale, 4.iv.201, 
uncase, umlress, 'Tam. Shrew, l.i.202. 
unclew, undo, Timon, 1.1.171. 
uncoined, uncoined constancy, pure metal need¬ 
ing no formal stainii to give it w'orth. Hen. 5, 
.5.ii.l.53. 

imconfirmed, uninstructed. Much Ado, 3.ili.l 07. 
uncouth, imfamiliar and fearsome, Titus, 
2,iii.2U. 

unction, ointment. Ham., 3.1v.l45. 
underborne, lined, Much Ado, 3.iv.20. 
undercrest, support worthily, Cor., l.ix.72. 
under-skinker, tap.ster, 1 Hen. 4, 2.iv.22. 
undertaker, venturer, 7'w. Night. 3.iv.302. 
undoubted, fearless, 3 Hen. (I, 5.vii.6. 
unexpressive, beyond all praise. As You Like, 
3.U.10. 

unhair’d, too young for a beard, John, 5.if.i:i3. 
unhoused, without domestic responsibility, 
Oih., 1.U.26. 
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imhoiisled, not have taken the .sacTainent, 
11 am,, 1.V.77. 

tmiinproved, waitinjx to he .-iiliape oi 

!»uriio.s(‘, I lam., l.i.hO. 
uxiion, |)c'a]l. Jltnii., a.ii/JtJl. 
unkctine], itself, Ham.. :i.ii.71). 

unldxid* iDinutnniJ, lAar, ;i.iv.70; Thmm. 

imliniited. ttofm uulimi'cfl. dramn net (>hserv- 
inK unities of lime and piaee. Ham., ‘J.ii.Ml'r-. 
itnmanii’d (<if u hinvU). still untrained by inan. 
Ht rn. ami JvL. It.ii.M, 

unmovisgr, as if unm<uin.tr. oih.. i.ii.5G. \ 

unpaved, eastvaled, ('i/m., | 

unpxnk’d. still larking their piei'ced pattern 
Tam. Shrew. 4.i.l 17. 

uripreennailt, t»an(‘n f)f iMiri)rise, Ham.. 2.ii.r>t>2. 
unprizable, l»e,vund t»ilee, In value or worth¬ 
lessness, Cum.. l.iA’.StJ; Tw. Niijht, r».i.41). 
improper, not reserved for one man, Oth.. 
t.i.flM. 

unrespectivc, thought less. Rich. .3, 

anrefipe.efire .^iere, for what, vve no longer heed, 
I'n a f. and ('res. , 2. i i. 71 - 

unseminar'd, ejtslrale<l, Jnf. avd Clrn.. l.v.ll. 
untented. iiuMual»le, too de(‘p for the tent te 
<!lean and eiir<^, Jjar. l.ivdhU). 
unvalued, itrie{*h ss. Rich. ,3, l.iv,27; of no 
wcalh or rank. Ham., I.iiiJP. 
unyok’d, aauok'd hamaar, unrestrained mo-ods 

1 Hen. 4, l.ii.l.HJl. 

Upcast, throw at howls, Cum., 2.i.2. 

Upshoot, winning shot, L. Lah. Lost. 4.I.12P. 
up-spring:, yp-sjwinu reels, a Kfyl(^ of danee. 
Ham., l.iT.t). 

urchin, iiedgeliog, 'J'Hus, 2.jii.l01; hobgoblin 
Mer. ir'/r(’.s- Il'n/,, <1.iv.4S. 
urinal, tIoet.oi*s glass for tc.stijig tirine, Tw> 
(t/nl. J'er. 2.i.3o. 

usance, interest, H/er. Tea.. 1.iii,40. 

use, <ustoTn, Ham., I.ii.t.34; ia toe. in trust. 

Mer. Vea., 1.i.37k; int<‘rest, Sot/., «./>. 
usuringr, pi-olltet'ring, Timon, 3.V.110. 
usurp’d, ysunt'd heard, new-acquired henril. 

like a .soldier’s, OHt., I.iij.33!). 
utis. we{ k beginning with a feast-day, so frolie, 

2 Hea. 4, 2.iv.lt). 

utter, sell, Ram. and ,Jul., ,3.1.07. 
utterance, to th* vfleranee (d tnd.rauee), in a 
light to the death, Mffr., 3,1.71. 

vade, fade, Sou.. .34, 1 4. 

vail, uoan, sird^ing. Troll, ami Ores., ,3.viii.7; 
rrrh. lower, M. Mea.^.. 3.i.20; lower in t»»ken 
of Knl)miK,sien, Cor., .3.i.5KS. 
vails, dues. J'er.. 2.1.14 8. 

valanc'd, fringed (with a heard). Ham., 2.ii.4J8. 
validity, w'orlh, Alt's Well, ,3.iii.lU0; strcngtli. 
Ham., 3,ii.1S.l. 

value, valued /lie, the list giving the gift valued 
in eaeh item, JMae.. 3.i.l)4. 

Vanity, Vauitu the puppet. Lady Vanity was a 
el)arneter in Morality plays, I.rar. 2.ij.3.3. 
vantbrace, armour for forearm. Troll, ami Cres.. 
l.iii.21)7. 

varlet, squire. Troll, and Cres., l.i.l; but often 
used abtLsively; varleins mob. Ant. and Cleo.. 
.3.ii..3f>. 

vastidity, nujasureless si)u<*c, .17. Mens.. 3.1.70. 
vatmt, lirst part. Wo//, and Cres.. rri)l.27. 
vaunt-couriers, forerunners, Lear. 3.ii..3. 
vaward, advanee-giund. Hen. .3, 4.1ii.l30. 
velure, velv< t, Tam. Shrew, 3.ii.57. 
velvet-gnuards, see guard. 

vent (i) vent of henrintj, ear, 2 TJen. 4, Tnd. 2: 

(il) full of vent, hot on the .scent. Cor., ■I.v.22.3. 
ventaee, stops of wiiid-iuKtrument, II am.. 

ventricle, one of the tlirc'e divisions into whieh 
the brain was held to bo divided, L. Lab. Ja'sI. 
4.11.()G. 

venue, veney, thrust, L. iMh. IjosU .3.1.52: 

hit at foiaring, Mer. ILiVes Win., l.i.25U. 
verbatim, orally, l i/en. 0, 3.1.13, 


verere, circle, Ilmil, 2 Hf /u (5, l.iv.22. 
Veionesa, a ship charter’d fiom Ve rona, Olfi., 
2.i.2t). 

via, uderjeefion. go on, 3 Hen. (1. 

Vice, 3’he Vi<-(^ wu'. a I'haiaclf r in (he Mcralily 
play.’, prcht'ided oftiui as a butyoiui, su Ham., 
3.iv,hS. 

vie, lo call against or ptake at raids, so to 
eonitiete will), .Ini. and ('ten.. a.ii.JiH. 
vipil. ev(5 of a bast-day. IL n. 3. l.iii.'1.3: 
Villiapo, viHsiin. slaves 2 Hen. (1. 4.\ iii.la. 
Viol-rtc-e:amboyS, rlnl da gandia, t'( jng hohl 
b tween tlie knee.s like the ee)l.), 'I'w. Niuhf. 
l.iji.24. 

virpinallin^, lingering, as if playing on I be 
Virginals, H'ln. Tale. I.ii.l2.‘). 
virtue, valour, Lrar ,3.ai.lot; the most 
(‘xe Mi'iil < haracleristie. I'imnn. 3,v.8. 
virtuous, poU-nt, Mid. A'. Hr., .3.ii..3(i7. 
visit, Hremueiv-i-ifidtd. terr bly atilieted, M/te., 
l.iii. 130; piitibh. John, 2.i.17!). 
visitation (in two seri'^es). jitllietion (of love) 
and visit. Tern., 3. .32. 

vis tor, like eloigyman coming to coiisob? tho 
.'itlheled. Tem., 2.i.l I. 

visor, vissard, mask, Rrni. and .Hd., l.iv.30. 
voiding-IoLby, waiting-room, 2 Hen. 0, 4.i.Gl. 
vouch, lestiinony Olh., 2.i.l4(>. 

waft, carry )>y sea. John, 2.i.73; bcekoTi, Mf'V. 

I'en., 5.1.11; mov<‘. Win. Talc., l.ii.372. 
wai'trge, transport (by "erry,, Troll, anel Cres., 
(i.ii.lO. 

wafture, motion. Jnl. ('nrs., 2,i,24G. 
wag:, lo go about, 'I'dus, .3.ii.87. 
wage, wan'd << md. met, on equal terms (like 
o<iuol slalas), Anl. and Cleo,, 3.1..31. 
waist, of ship, mid part. Tern.. l.ii.tJ)?. 
wake, noun, etlehralion. on sonu' h dy day, 
b< ginning I In* iivcning before, I,ear, 3.vi.73; 
verb, bold nipbt revel, Han>., l.iv.S. 
wall-ey’d, diM'olomation of eye, giving It 
threattmiiig look, John, 4.iii.l5). 
wan, go pale. Ham,, 2.ii.317; Ant. and (Jeo., 
2.1.21 (may mean, lont its yontbfnl eohuir). 
wappen’d, worn out. Thnon, l.iii.38. 
ward, cell, Ham., 2.ii.213; defence, Mer. )Vires 
Win., 2.11.222. 

warden, p<ar, n /u. Tale, 4.Hi.44. 
warder, lialon of rank. Rich. 2, I.‘ii.118. 
Ware, Iwd of Ware, «t Ware in 11 rtfordsbire, 
famous for its (now in tho Victoria and 
.Mbert museum), Tu\ Xiuhf. 3.ii.4 l. 
warp, distort. All's Well. .3.Hi. 13: change. As 
you Like, 2.vi-.lS7; warit'd, distortofl, luvar, 
3.vi..32. 

warrantfse, anthorily, Ham., .3.i.221. 
wan*anty, iiermi.ssion, (hh.. 3.i).G.3. 
warren, ganu^ preserve, Mavh Adry. 2.1.11)1. 
warrener, game-keeper, Mer. Wires H in., 
l.iv,23. 

wassail (originally tin* .sa’ntatioii on drinking) 
^•nI■ous'ng. Ham., l. v.l). 

waste, wr.ste hanks, unus(‘d pages. Son.. 77. 10. 
waste, noun, what is damaged (as in legal 
.sense of damage to an i-slale by <»WMer), 
Rieh. 2, 2.i.l03; desoialion. Ham., I,ii.l38; 
rerh. wasted time, past time, Son., lOG, 1. 
Wat. hare, I'en. and Adon,. GO?, 
watch, a watch, insomnia, Hu/n., 2.U.14 7; 
timepiet^e, 7^. Lnh. Lo:d, 3.i.lS2: rn'h. to tamo 
J»awk tiy denying it sleiqt, Tant. Shrew, 4.i.l7i). 
water, hrilliniiee of diamoml. Timon, l.i.2(). 
waler-sall. sei'omlary bow Li erere, 1388. 
watering:, thinking, I JJen. 4, 2.iv.l3. 
water-rug:, hairy water-rhig. Mae., 3.i.ll3. 
water-work, water-colours, 2 Hoi. 4, 2.i.l4]. 
weal, slate, Mac.. 3,iv.7G. 
wealsmen, stahsman. Cor.. 2.i.30. 
weather, keep the weather of, eoiilnd (as bolding 
windward position at sea), Troll, and Cres., 
5.iii.2G. , ^ 

weathez'-fend, slieltcr, Tem., .3.i.l0. 
weed, garment, Mid. N. Dr,, 2.i.256. 
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Weet, to know. Ant, and Cho., l.l.Sfl. 
weird. Weird Sisters, the Fates, Mac,, l.lii.32 
welkin, sky. 7Vjm.. l.ii.-l. 
westward-ho, cry of hoatmen going up 
'riumies, Ni{jht, 
wezand. windpipe, '/'em., 3.ii.87. 
wharf, riverdank. Ham., l.v.33. 

Wheeson, Whitsun, 2 t/vn. 4, 2.i.85. 
whelk, pimple, J/en. ts, a.vi.Dit. 

Whclk*d, in spirals, /.ear, 4.vi.71. 
whey-face. pale. Mae., S.iii.l". 

Whimer, oilieiui who goes alu ad of pi-ocosHion 
to <!lear the way, ifen. o 2. 

Whinid’st, very rnoiiUly, Trail, and Ores., 2.1.11. 
whipping-cbeer, served with ttio lash. 
2 Hen. 4, o.iv.o, 

whipster, »nsigiiitlcant enough to be whipt, 
Oth.. .^.ii.217. 

whirligig:, like Fortune’s wheel, Tw. Niahi. 

whist, hushed. Tan., I.ii-.'i78. 
white, noun, play (>n white on target and name 
of Hianea. Tam. Sfirrn:, 5,ii,180; adj., fresh 
(not eured), Lear, 

white-Um’d, white-wasjjed, Tiim, 4.ii.98. 
whiting-time, bleiudiiug-tinie, Afer. Wives 
Win.. li.iii.llo. 

whitster, hi. nelier, J/cr. If'ives fl'iu., 3.Ui.l2. 
whittle, small knile, Tinwn, 5.i.l78. 
Whoreson, bastard, Lear, l.i.22. 
wild, weald, 1 IJcn. 4, 2.i.f>4. 
wild-goose chase, form cd eross-eountry horse- 
raeitig, H<mi. and JuL, 2.iv.(10. 

Wild mare, koo-kuw, 2 Hen. 4, 2.iv.2,37. 
Wilful-blame, deliheralely culpable, 1 Jim. 4, 
3.i.l77. 

Wimpled, hooded, blind, 1.. Lid), Lost, 3.1.1 CD. 
Winchester, goose (the liberty of the Bankside, 
under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of 
Winchester, ehelter'd many brothels; so the 
disease and its victims were named after liim). 
Trail, and Creji,, .^.jk.53. 

Wincot, Wilrnecot, (h<»me of Shakespeare’s 
iuoUht), Tam. Shrev}, Ind.il.20. 
wind, have the uivdof, have controlling position. 
Til as, 4.ii.l33; windy side of, safe side of, 
Tw. Night, 3.iv.ir»(i. 

windgalls, disease of horse’s fetlock, Tam, 
Shrew, 3.11.49. 

windlass, means of winding. Ham., 2.i.6i>. 
wind'ring (perhap.s wandering or winding), 
7 cm., 4.1.128. 

winking, blind spell. IJam., 2.11.136. 
winnowed, select. Ham,, 5.ii.l87. 
winter-grround, cover as against winter’s 
frost. ( '?/;«., 4.ii.230. 

wise woman, witch, Tw. Night, 3.lv.97. 

Wittol, compluccut cuckold, Mer, Wives Win., 
2.ii.267. 

wood, mad. frantic, A/id. N. Dr., 2.i.l92. 
woodcock, a fool (like the stupid bird),^ IJam., 
I.ui.ll5. 


woodman, hunter, Cym>» 3.vi.28; so, of 
^vornen, M, Mens., 4.1ii.ir)8. 
woollen, lie in the tixKJlen, in blankets anrl no 
sheets, or in the grxive (the shroud being by¬ 
law of w’ool), Mnch Ado, 2.i.2C. 
woolward, with woollen inner garment, L, Lab, 
J.o.sf, r».iu(P.)8. 

working, enusing a working of the fwlings. 
Hen. 8. Fr.d. 3. 

world, go to the u orld, marry. Much Ado, 2.1,287; 
u'tnnan of the world, married woman. As You 
Jyike, 5.jii.4. 

worm, small snake. Ant, and (Jteo., .r».il.242. 
wort (i) vtgetable, Mer. Wires Win., l.i.llO; 

(ii) unfermented beer, L. Imb. f.ost, 5.ii.23.*h 
worthy, deserved, of praise or lilaiiie, AlTs 
Welt, 4.iii./>. 

wrangler, opponent, Hen. l.ii.2G4. 
wrest, noun, key for iiglitoning iiarp-«trlngs. 
Troll, and Cres., 3.iii.23; verb, rlrttw oul-, 
Ti/us. 3.ii.41; misconstrue. Much Ado, 
3.1V.30. 

writ, dtHMiment, TIam., r>.ii.51. 
writhled, wrinkled, 1 Hen. 6, 2.iii.23. 
wroth, ndsfoiiunc, Mer. yen., 2.ix.78. 
wry, leaving path of virtue, (Jyni., ri.i.b. 
wry-neck’d, fife, played with the head turned 
away, Aler. Fen., 2.V.29. 

yare, quick and efflenent, Ant. and Cleo., 
3.vii.38 (of ships); M. AJeas., 4.{i..73; yarcly. 
Ant. and Vleo., 2.ii.215. 

yaw, (of sinp) to steer uttsteadily. Ham., ,'}.ii.ll4. 
yawn, gape in surmise. Ham., 4.V.9, 
yclad, clad, 2 Hen. 6, l.i.33. 
ycleped, called, L. Uib. l.i.231. 

Yead, Yedward, Edward, Mer. Wives Win., 
l.i.140; 1 Hen. 4. I.ii.l29. 
yearn, grieve. Hen. 6, 4.liL2C. 
yellowness, jealousy, Ahr. JVites Bn?.., 
l.iii.97. 

yellows, j.'iundico (of horses), 2'am. Shrew, 
3.jl,50. 

yeoman, yeoman’s service, invaluable service 
(from the reputation the yeoman class laid 
w'on in war), Hum., 5.ii.36. 
yerk, stab, oth., l.ii.r». 

yest, yeast, froth, II in. Tale, 3.iil.91; yesiy, 
h’othy, showy. Ham., 5.n.l86. 
yoke, noun, pair, Aier, Wives Win., 2.1.156; 

verb, pair, yok’d, raan’ied, Oth., 4.1.00. 
yoiinkcr, younger sou, novice, Aier, Fen,, 
2.vi.l 1. 

vravish, ravish, l^er., ^.Oower.M). 
yslaked, silenced, J*er., 'S.Uowtr.l, 

—ny, a fool’s ‘stooge’, Tw, Night, l.v.84. 
zenith, the culmination of liis life, 2’em., 
I.ii.l8l. 

zodiac, year (in which sun completes its coiirse 
Uirougli tlm Zodiac), M. Afeas., l.ii.lGl. 
2Souxida» by tiod’s wounds, Oth,, 1,1.87. 
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